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By Missouri Farmers Care

“I wanted to do something dif-
ferent instead of returning home 
to the farm. I wanted to become a 
voice that speaks up on behalf of 
producers,” said Danyelle Chinn, 
a young cattlewoman and live-
stock economist from Anabel in 
#Agri-Ready Designated Macon 
County. Danyelle enjoys farm life 
with her husband, Conner, as she 
begins and ends each day with 
livestock chores. Between eight 
and five, she trades her boots for 
heels befitting an Agricultural & 
Livestock Economist at the Rural 
and Farm Finance Policy Anal-
ysis Center (RaFF). Danyelle 
interprets agriculture statistics 
into a narrative that tells ‘the rest 
of the story’ about agriculture.

Identifying Her Passion
Danyelle has always been in-

volved in agriculture, growing 
up on her family’s cow-calf farm 
near Green City in #Agri-Ready 
Designated Sullivan County. 
Through middle and high school, 
she was convinced that she was 
going to earn a degree in agricul-
tural law. While Danyelle earned 
her agribusiness management 
degree with an emphasis in public 

policy at the University of Mis-
souri-Columbia, she discovered 
that she was more passionate 
about changing and influencing 
laws rather than practicing them. 
“During a college internship I 
became vividly aware that live-
stock was my passion. I fell in 
love with the idea of contributing 
to change. I wanted to become a 
voice for producers,” Danyelle 
remembers. “The people of agri-
culture take great economic risks 
each day on the uncertainties of 
agriculture. They need a voice. 
Someone has to stand up for 
families like mine that are back 
at home, working and living on 
farms and in rural communities.”

Developing Her Voice
Danyelle gained experience as 

a legislative director at the Mis-
souri Department of Agriculture, 
then accepted the professional 
challenge of becoming an Agri-
cultural & Livestock Economist 
at RaFF, housed at the University 
of Missouri-Columbia. “The work 
of RaFF is a cross section where 
research meets public policy,” 
Danyelle described. “We focus 
on the finances of agriculture. 

The reports we publish provide 
facts and information that stake-
holders and producers can use 
to analyze agricultural issues 
and implement informed policy 
changes. We present data as a 
relatable story that can be used 
by agricultural decision makers 
as they design strategies and 
plans that will support agricul-
ture on the farm, in the capitol, 
or through organizations.”

The Rural and Farm Finance 
Policy Analysis Center was 

launched in 2022. Funded by 
Congress, the Center provides 
unbiased policy analysis to in-
form decision-makers on issues 
affecting farm and rural finances. 
The structural economic mod-
els developed by the center can 
estimate the financial implica-
tions of weather events, proposed 
legislation, technological change 
and other shocks that make a dif-
ference in regional financial out-
comes. Decision-makers then use 
the analysis as they form policies 
meant to support farm and rural 
economies throughout the U.S.

A Day as an Economist
A typical day for Danyelle in-

cludes drafting a publication or 
evaluating a data set from the 
agriculture industry. “My goal 
each day is to think of things that 
can be shared that can be bene-
ficial for agriculture,” Danyelle 
said. Danyelle is earning her 
master’s degree in agriculture 
and applied economics, crafting a 
thesis about feeder steer pricing 
and conducting research on how 
producers can creatively ride 
the turbulent waves of the cattle 
markets.

Danyelle Chinn: Telling ‘the rest’ of the agricultural story

danyelle Chinn

Special to The Express

Sarah Barton, like many 
children, loved to draw. 
But when she was 12, she 
started taking her artwork 
more seriously, drawing 
every day and learning 
techniques.

Now the 16-year-old 
high school junior from 
Kirksville is creating oil 
paintings in the classical 
style, characterized by re-
alistic portrayals of peo-
ple. Her work has been 
shown in an Independence 
gallery, and she has been 
speaking and visiting with 
representatives from a 
number of art colleges as 
she plans her future.

Barton spends much of 
her time painting, which 
is possible because of the 
flexibility of her school en-
vironment. Barton is a stu-
dent at Missouri Connec-
tions Academy (MOCA), a 
tuition-free online public 
school offering students in 
grades K–12 a flexible, en-
gaging environment where 
they can learn in the way 
that works best for them.

“When I went to the 
in-person school, I had 
no time to paint at all,” 
said Barton. “With online 
school, I do, and I can take 
the classes I want and ac-
tually learn.”

That flexibility also al-
lows Barton time to en-
gage with other artists. 
“In Kansas City there is 
a huge art community so 
because school is flexible, 
I can take part in things 
like the Kansas City Art-
ists Coalition,” she said.

Barton is a self-taught 
artist, noting that “I 
watched a lot of videos 
online.”

She is partial to paint-
ing women and children, 
and with five little sisters, 
there is never a shortage 
of subjects. “They look 
very peaceful in paint-
ings, but they aren’t in 
real life,” she said.

She also paints religious 
art. “We’re Catholic and 
our house is filled with re-
ligious art,” she said. “It’s 
so beautiful.”

Kirksville student’s art 
work is getting noticed

sarah Barton

a sarah Barton painting.

By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

A powerful storm buried 
the local region under several 
inches of snow on Sunday, Jan. 
5. The snow fell most of the 
afternoon on Sunday, creating 
havoc on the roads and forc-
ing the closure of businesses 
on Monday, extending the hol-
idays for some.

Kirksville schools were al-
ready closed for the day as it 
was a professional development 
day for teachers. Trash service 
for Kirksville was cancelled on 
Monday and the offices of The 
Daily Express were closed as 
was Truman State University. 
Kirksville City Hall and the 
Adair County Courthouse were 
open on Monday.

Kirksville police said that 
the storm outcome was simi-
lar to other snow emergencies 
and that no major problems 
occurred.

Warnings of the forthcom-
ing inclement weather began 
to be issued on Thursday, Jan. 
2, when The National Weath-

er Service issued a winter 
storm watch with heavy snow 
possible in northeast, north-
west, and west central Mis-
souri, from Saturday evening 
through late Sunday night.

Total snow accumulations 
were expected to be between 
four and 13 inches, with the 
highest amounts north of In-
terstate 70. Ice accumulations 
up to one third of an inch 
were also expected, primarily 
south of Interstate 70.

“Travel could become ex-
tremely difficult, the alert for 
Adair, Putnam, Schuyler, Sul-
livan and Macon counties stat-
ed. “Windy conditions could 
also create blowing snow and 
very poor visibility.”

On the same day, Kirksville 
city officials warned of a snow 
emergency and cited a city 
ordinance that requires either 
the tenant or owner of a prop-
erty to remove snow and ice 
from public sidewalks within 
24 hours of the end of a snow 
event.

Powerful winter storm 
slams into local area

snow blanketed the ground in Kirksville and the surrounding area. NEMO PHOTOGRAPHY

Kirksville city officials offer tips 
on snow removal and how to 
prevent pipes from freezing

Kirksville city officials offered the following tips on 
snow removal and how to prevent pipes from freezing.

Tips for snow removal offers by the city included.
• Don’t delay. Fresh snow is lighter and fluffier, making 

it easier to clear. The longer you wait, the more it can 
compact, harden and become heavy. Be careful waiting 
for some of it to melt because water-logged snow or 
slush will be heavier than fresh snow.

• Clear a space about 10 feet long to the right of your 
driveway (when facing your home from the street). That 
way when a snowplow comes down your street, it will 
push snow into that space instead of back into your 
driveway.

• If using a snowblower or snowthrower, pay attention 
to objects like rocks, sticks, pieces of ice, etc., so you 
won’t send them flying into your home or a neighbor’s.

• Check on any neighbors who may need help.
To help prevent your pipes from freezing:
• Insulate your pipes.
• Seal any air leaks.
• Let water drip from faucets on exterior walls.
• Keep your thermostat to at least 55 degrees.
• Open cabinet doors to allow warmer air to circulate 

under sinks or other covered spaces.
• Disconnect all outside hoses and cover spigots.
If you aren’t signed up to receive alerts from the city of 

Kirksville or following their official social media channels, 
now is a great chance to do so. Any Snow Emergency 
notice will be delivered through those platforms. Head to 
Kirksville.gov/p/alerts to sign up for those alerts or see a 
list of official social media accounts.

If you’re curious about what streets are Emergency 
Snow Routes or what the snowplow routes are, those and 
other maps are available at Kirksville.gov/p/city-maps.

See STORM, Page A8

See ART, Page A8

See CHINN, Page A8
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A&L SALES
Monday - Saturday • 8 am to 5 pm

25655 HWY 156
3 miles west of Laplata, MO

• Bulk Frozen Foods •
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• Footware •
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KEIM LUMBER COMPANY LLC

13625 St. Hwy 3 LaPlata, MO

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES
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• 5” & 6” Guttering Available
• Leafguard Options
• 20+ Color Options
• Stainless Steel Fasteners
Stan Schrock • Greentop, MO

660-988-1163
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Stan Schrock  •  Greentop, MO 

Leafguard Options

Stainless Steel Fasteners

Kirksville Historic 
Preservation 
Commission meeting

The Kirksville Historic 
Preservation Commission 
will hold a meeting at 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 8, in the 
Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 201 S. Franklin Street.

Kirksville Planning & Zoning 
Commission meeting

The city of Kirksville’s Plan-
ning & Zoning Commission 
will hold a meeting at 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 8, in the 
Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 201 S. Franklin Street.

Kirksville E-911 Joint 
Services Board meeting

The city of Kirksville’s E-911 
Joint Services Board will 
hold a meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

on Wednesday, Jan. 8, in the 
Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 201 S. Franklin Street.

Join Curtain Call Theatre 
for their first classic film 
night of 2025

Curtain Call Theatre will be 
showing the classic 1954 Alfred 
Hitchcock film Rear Window on 
Friday, Jan. 10, at 7 p.m. James 
Stewart stars as a photogra-
pher with too much time on 
his hands as he recovers from 
a broken leg. When he begins 
observing the neighbors in his 
apartment building, he soon 
finds himself with more ex-
citement on his hands than he 
can ever imagine. Free admis-
sion, donations appreciated. 
Refreshments available. The 
theater is located at 512 W. Eliz-
abeth Street, Kirksville.

Kids Cardboard Boat Race
The Kids Cardboard Boat 

Race will be held at the Kirks-

ville Aquatic Center on Sun-
day, Jan. 12, from 2-4 p.m., 
brought to you by Kirksville 
Parks and Recreation and 
Sparklight. Children ages 5 to 
16 can sign up as an individ-
ual or as a team of up to four 
people and put their build-
ing skills to the test. Partici-
pants must construct a boat 
structure using cardboard, 
duct tape and water-based 
paint and attempt to make it 
across the pool in the fastest 
time. Teams will compete 
in age divisions based on 
the mean age of the team 
and can win in multiple 
categories including Fastest 
Time, and Best Design. This 
event is completely free for 
all participants and specta-
tors. Register today at parks.
kirksvillecity.com. For more 
information, contact Luke 
Callaghan with the Parks and 
Recreation Department at 
660-627-1485.

Comedy Night Fundraiser 
for B4 Outdoors

Comedy Night Fundraiser 
for B4 Outdoors on Jan. 25. A 
night of food, fun, and fellow-
ship as comedian Jody Fuller 
comes to Kirksville for the in-
augural Comedy Night at the 
Kirksville Moose Lodge, 2405 
E. Illinois Street. Tickets in-
clude dinner. Sponsor tables 
are also available and include 
six tickets, a sponsor only 
raffle, and free raffle tickets. 
Contact B4 President Kevin 
Rhodes at 864-710-9853 for 
more information.

31st Annual  
NEMO Ag Show

The 31st Annual NEMO Ag 
Show will be held on Feb. 1 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
NEMO Fairgrounds. Free 
admission. Food concessions 
by Brashear Booster Club, 
vendor show and more.

Kirksville Area  
Calendar of Events By Northeast Regional  

Medical Center

Northeast Regional Med-
ical Center welcomed the 
birth of the first baby of 
2025. Grace Denice made 
her entrance into the 
world on Wednesday, Jan. 
1 at 5 p.m., weighing in at 8 

pounds, 6 ounces and is 20 
inches long. Grace Denice 
is the daughter of Kylee and 
Keaton from Martinstown. 
She has four older siblings 
to help welcome her to the 
family. “Congratulations to 
baby Grace and her fami-
ly!” said Northeast Region-
al Medical Center officials.

NRMC welcomes 
first baby of 2025

 PHOTOS BY SELBY, AMANDA

By Scotland County Hospital

Scotland County Hos-
pital in Memphis an-
nounced the first baby 
born in 2025 at the Wom-
en’s Center. Macie Au-
tumn, the daughter of 
Russell and Amy Weiler 
of Rutledge, was born on 
Jan. 1, 2025, at 10:54 a.m. 
She weighs 7 pounds and 
1 ounce, and is 20.5 inch-
es long. Dr. Jeff Davis 
delivered little Miss 
Macie, who will be wel-
comed home by two big 
sisters, Hailey age 3 and 
Trishia age 1. Little Miss 
Macie Autumn and her 
parents will take home 
a supply of diapers in 
sizes 0-6 that will last 
nearly a year and a case 

of wipes, compliments 
of Scotland County Hos-
pital. The family will be 

showered with gifts to 
take home from many 
area businesses. A list 

of those gifts and busi-
nesses will be listed at a 
later time.

First baby of the new year born 
at Scotland County Hospital

The first baby of the new year at Scotland County Hos-
pital in Memphis is with the Women’s Center staff that 
delivered her on Jan. 1, 2025. Left to right: Nurse Bambi 
Brown, Dr. Jeff Davis and Nurse Lindsie Kelley.Macie Autumn

By Blessing Hospital

Josie Layne Snelling 
was the first baby born in 
2025 at Blessing Hospital’s 
Blessed Beginnings mater-
nity center in Quincy, Ill. 
She is the fourth daughter 
of Brittney and Tyler Snel-
ling of Kirksville.

Josie was born at 6:48 a.m. 
on Jan. 1, 2025. She weighed 
7 pounds and 3 ounces and 
was 20 inches long.

“We’ve been trying to 
get her to come for the past 
week,” said Brittney. “She de-
cided to be extra special and 
come on New Year’s Day.”

Josie’s sisters are Bry-
stol, Paisleigh and Had-
ley. Her grandparents are 
Clint and Angie Miller of 
Edina, and Jack and Laura 
Snelling of Kirksville.

The Snelling family re-
ceived gifts from Sturhahn 
Jewelers, Niemanns floral 
department and Wellman 
Florists, Sterling Awards 
and Engraving, Blessing 
Volunteers in Partnership 
and the Blessing Hospital 
Tea Room, and the Blessed 
Beginnings staff.

Kirksville girl is first baby of 
2025 at Blessing Hospital
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On December 30, 2024, Carole Roxanne 
Castles (73) passed away unexpectedly at 
Northeast Regional Med-
ical Center in Kirksville, 
Missouri.

Carole Roxanne (Roxy) 
Castles was born on De-
cember 21, 1951, in Grin-
nell, Iowa, to Paul and Lou-
ise Bruns. She was the 
youngest of four children, 
with three older brothers: Stanley, Gary, 
and Dennis who she loved dearly.

Roxy grew up with a deep love for music 
and spent her life sharing her talent with 
those fortunate enough to know her—both 
adults and students. She was a lifelong learn-
er, always eager to expand her knowledge. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree in education 
from Buena Vista University and applied her 
passion for learning to her teaching, inspiring 
countless students throughout her career.

For 50 years, she shared her life with 
her soulmate, William (Bill) Castles. Their 
love brought two children, Cara Anne 
Buckley and Johnathan Paul Castles, into 
the world, along with two cherished grand-
children, Madison Anne and Elijah Paul. 
Roxy adored her golden retrievers, Gracie 
and Willow, who were her constant com-
panions, as well as her beloved grandpups.

Her life touched countless people, whether 
through her work in the classroom, leading a 
church choir, teaching piano lessons across 
multiple states, or sharing her love of travel 
and gardening. She valued friendship deeply, 
always making time to listen and connect—ex-
cept when the Iowa Hawkeyes were playing!

Roxy was a devoted member of the First 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
a 50-year member of the Eastern Star, a 
member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) Ann Hayes Chapter, the 
Daughters of the American Colonies, and 
the Christian Women Connection.

A Celebration of Life for Roxy will happen 
on Friday, January 3, 2025 at 2 pm at First 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) locat-
ed at 100 N High Street, Kirksville, Missouri.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in her memory to honor her legacy. 
Contributions may be sent to the United 
Way of Northeast Missouri, P.O. Box 112, 
Kirksville, Missouri 63501 Attention: In 
honor of Roxy Castles.

Funeral arrangements in the care of 
Playle-Rimer-Millard Family Funeral Chapel.

Carole Roxanne Castles
Dec 21, 1951 — Dec 30, 2024

Stephen William Archibald was born on February 28, 1956 in San 
Francisco, California to Donald Arthur Archibald and Carol Jean 
Major. He passed away at his home in Kirksville, 
Missouri on January 1, 2025.

On November 28, 1980, he married Brenda Jean 
Schmitter. The couple had three children during 
their 44 years together, Cody Stephen Archibald, 
Travis William (Amanda) Archibald and Sarah 
Whitney (Wilson) Archibald.

Steve is survived by his wife, Brenda and chil-
dren, Travis and Sarah. He is also survived by his 
mother Carol (Ken) Gabriel of Petaluma, California, stepmother, 
Irene Archibald of Sparks, Nevada, sister, Lori (Dennis) Trumble 
of Petaluma, California, brother Jeffrey (Kathy) Archibald of Santa 
Rosa, California, brother, John (Pam) Laidley of Novato, Califor-
nia, in-laws, Curtis and Carolyn Schmitter of Downing, Missouri, 
brother-in-law, Bruce (Chris) Schmitter of St. Joseph, Missouri, as 
well as nieces, nephews and many friends.

Steve was preceded in death by his son, Cody on May 3, 2013, his 
father, Don on March 24, 2024 and his sister-in-law, Lori Schmitter 
on November 20, 2003.

Steve’s childhood was spent in Northern Nevada and Northern 
California. He moved to Missouri in the 70’s, which is where he met 
his wife, Brenda. They resided in Lancaster, Missouri, until 1984. 
During that period, Steve made his living installing commercial 
kitchens and hauling fertilizer. Steve and Brenda moved to South-
ern California following her college graduation. Steve continued to 
install commercial kitchens and Brenda started her first accounting 
job. Their sons, Cody and Travis were born in Riverside, California. 
In 1987, they relocated to Nevada, where Steve continued to install 
commercial kitchens and Brenda continued working in accounting. In 
1991, Steve decided to open his own shop, Fabtech, LLC, in Reno, Ne-
vada, which fabricated and installed custom commercial kitchens. He 
was uniquely talented in this area, making his work highly acclaimed 
and sought after. After the birth of their daughter, Sarah, Brenda 
joined him full time in the business until their retirement in 2022.

Steve was a gifted Benchrest shooter, setting a world record 
in 2007. It was a hobby he was passionate about and shared with 
his children and father. He also enjoyed fishing, boating and jet 
skiing. Over the years, he and Brenda enjoyed many classic rock 
concerts and vacation getaways. Steve was a loving husband and 
father. Happy family memories will sustain them through the next 
chapter of life without him.

Funeral services will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at the 
Downing Christian Church in Downing, Missouri at 11:00 a.m. with 
Larry Smith, Pastor of the Downing Christian Church in Downing, 
Missouri officiating. Music will be special selections of “Simple 
Man” and “Amazing Grace.” Pallbearers will be Wilson Dericco, 
Spencer Schmitter, Nick Braun, Bobby Garrett, Alan Garrett and 
Kevin Judd. Visitation will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. at the Downing Chris-
tian Church in Downing, Missouri. Memorials have been established 
for the Downing Depot in Downing, Missouri. Online condolences 
may be expressed to the family by logging on to normanfh.com. 
Burial will be in the Downing City Cemetery in Downing, Missouri. 
Arrangements are under the direction of the Norman Funeral Home 
of Lancaster, Missouri.

Stephen William Archibald
Feb 28, 1956 — Jan 1, 2025

Marcena (Small) Kite, 81, of Kirksville passed away 
Friday, (January 3, 2025) at Northeast Regional Medical 
Center in Kirksville, Missouri.

Marcena was born October 22, 1943 in 
Edina, Missouri, the daughter of Doris 
(Parrish) Small and Tommy Kurl Small. 
She was united in marriage to Jacky 
Kite on June 16, 1961. To this union 
three children were born.

Surviving, daughter Kathi Lyons and 
John Sikorski of New Port Richey Florida, 
two sons, Kendall Kite and wife Terri of St. Charles, Mis-
souri and Kody Kite and wife Cora of Columbia, Missouri. 
Five grandchildren, Cory Montgomery, Tierney President, 
Kelsey Kite, Jessica Kite and Jackson Kite. Four great 
grandchildren Jackson Montgomery, Jersey Sullivan, Ken-
drick President and Shylah President. Three sister-in-laws, 
Carol Small of Quincy, Illinois, Debra Schempp of Kirks-
ville, Missouri and Dianna Spencer and husband Norman 
of Poolsville, Maryland. Goddaughter Allison Thompson, 
The Pines “family”. Several nieces and nephews.

Marcena was preceded in death by her husband Jack 
(May 2012), brother Garry Small (April 2013), best 
friends since high school Karen Thompson (February 
2013) and Donald Thompson (February 2014), parents 
Doris and Tommy Small, brother Bobby Gene and sister 
Carol Ann along with other family and friends.

Marcena was raised in Edina Missouri and graduated 
from Edina High School in 1961. She worked at McGraw 
Edison, Brashear Cafe, Osborn Meat Processing Plant, 
Shobe Meat Processing Plant, Kirksville Manor Care 
Center and Paradise Donuts until retiring in 2008.

Marcena was a member of the Faith United Methodist 
Church. She had a love for playing cards and played 
bridge with her “bridge girls” for over 40 years. She 
enjoyed going to a casino on occasion and cooking for 
EVERYONE ALL THE TIME along with spending 
time with family and friends. She truly did not know a 
stranger. She would walk up to a complete stranger in 
the store and strike up a conversation, it didn’t matter 
that she had never met them or knew their name. She 
was a very caring and very generous lady.

A funeral service will be held on January 10, 2025, 
at 3:00 pm at the Playle-Rimer-Millard Funeral Chapel 
with Pastor Joshua Ritzheimer officiating. Musical selec-
tions will be “Amazing Grace”, “Go Rest High” and “How 
Great Thou Art”. Interment will be in the Park View 
Memorial Gardens. Pallbearers will be Dustin Schempp, 
Jason Schempp, Roger Thompson, Greg Barnes, John 
Hanley and Kirk Houston. Visitation will be at 1:00 pm 
prior to the 3:00 pm service at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers since according to mom, “Flowers 
are for the living”, donations are requested to be made 
to the Faith United Methodist Church 1602 E. Illinois 
Kirksville, MO 63501.

Funeral arrangements in the care Playle-Rimer-Mil-
lard Family Funeral Chapel.

Marcena (Small) Kite
Oct 22, 1943 — Jan 3, 2025

MACON COUNTY AND SHELBY COUNTY 
LAND AUCTION

For More Info 
contact: 

Mike Williams 
816-797-5450 

wheelerauctions.com

SALE LOCATION: VFW BUILDING
91 N. SHELBY ST., CLARENCE, MO

Farm Locations: Tract 1 –  is 3 miles east of Macon, MO on HWY 36 to 
HWY K, then go North 2.5 miles on K, turn East on Nova St ¾ of a mile 

to the property Tract 2 and 3 - are 3 miles south of Clarence, MO on 
HWY 151 (East and West side of HWY 151) 

Tract 4 – is 3 ¾ mile south of Clarence, MO on HWY 151

Wheeler
AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE

Chas Wheeler
Owner/Auctioneer

Charlie Nordwald
636-795-4552

Mike Williams
816-797-5450

Kirby Fecht
217-248-2906o23101 HWY. 24, PARIS, MO 65275 | 660-327-5890

WWW.WHEELERAUCTIONS.COM

SELLERS:  LEE WOOD, JANE ALLEN, 
MARY MAHERI, AMY DAVISON

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2025 • 10 AM
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By Missouri State 
Highway Patrol

Col. Eric T. Olson, super-
intendent of the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol, pro-
vides the following pre-
liminary statistics related 
to the New Year’s holiday:

Zero people died and 21 
were injured in 44 traf-
fic crashes during the 
2025 New Year’s holiday 
counting period, which 
began at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 31, 2024, and ended 

at 11:59 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 1, 2025. There were 
zero boating crashes and 
zero drownings over the 
2025 New Year’s holiday 
counting period.

2025 New Year’s Holiday 
Traffic Statistics

Troopers investigated 
the following:

Traffic Crashes — 44
Traffic Crash Injuries — 21
Traffic Crash Fatalities — 0
DWI — 50

The fatality statistics 
in this news release could 
change if late deaths oc-
cur, or if other depart-
ments report fatal traffic 
crashes after this news re-
lease is sent to the media.

Missouri State Highway Patrol reports zero 
traffic fatalities, zero drownings, and zero 
boating fatalities over New Year’s holiday

Kirksville Arts 
Association seeks  
local artists

Kirksville Arts Association 
invites area artists to par-
ticipate in the upcoming 
“Regional Artists Exhibit” at 
the Sue Ross Arts Center; a 
group show of area artists 
that is held annually at the 
arts center and is judged 
with cash awards for first, 
second and third place. 
The exhibition opens Jan. 
13, and will close Feb. 21. 
An opening reception will 
be held on Jan. 16. The Sue 
Ross Arts Center is located 
at 215 South Franklin Street 
in Kirksville. The exhibit is 
open to two-dimensional 
and three-dimensional 
artists including painters, 
sculptors, photographers, 
fiber artists, wood workers, 
ceramic artists, weavers, 
metal artists, printmakers, 
carvers, glass and paper art-
ists etc. For more informa-
tion on how to enter work in 
the upcoming exhibit, con-
tact Ashton Clema at (660) 
665-0500 or email kirksvil-
leart@gmail.com.

2025 Kirksville Parks/
YMCA Indoor Triathlon

Join Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation and the Adair 
County Family YMCA for 
the 2025 Indoor Triathlon 
Challenge! The challenge 
will be held Jan. 2 through 
March 3, 2025. During this 
9-week challenge, partici-
pants will complete either a 
full triathlon, half triathlon, 
or ULTRA triathlon. Partici-
pants will have full access to 
the YMCA and the Aquatic 
Center as well as all classes 
offered at those facilities. 
Those who complete their 
goal will receive the 2025 
Indoor Triathlon sweatshirt. 
Biking mileage can be 
earned through the use of 
a rowing machine, recum-
bent or spin bike, outdoor 

cycling, or participation 
in group aerobic classes. 
Swim distance can be accu-
mulated by lap swimming, 
water walking, or water aer-
obics classes. Running mile-
age can be tallied while on 
the treadmill, elliptical ma-
chine, running outside, or 
participating in group aer-
obic classes. If you have an 

active membership at the 
YMCA or the Aquatic Cen-
ter, please register at that 
facility. Non-members may 
register at either facility or 
online at parks.kirksvillecity.
com. For more information 
about this program, contact 
the Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation Department at 
660-627-1485.

KIRKSVILLE AREA NEWS BRIEFSMSHP reports no fatalities

By Adair County 
Family YMCA

The Adair County Fam-
ily YMCA Board of Di-
rectors announced that 
Kristin Rouner, CEO of 
the organization, will be 
stepping down to priori-
tize family after success-
fully leading the Y for 
more than eight years. 
Rouner joined the Adair 
County Family YMCA in 
April 2016 as the Mem-
bership and Wellness di-
rector. In March 2017, she 
was named the chief ex-
ecutive officer. She leaves 
behind a Y that is stron-
ger in every way than 
when she came onboard.

“Together, we worked 
to strengthen the foun-
dations of our commu-
nity and surrounding 
communities,” Rouner 
said. “We’ve built con-
nections, collaborations, 

lasting relationships and 
ultimately a strong, more 
united, YMCA.”

Rouner’s last day will 
be Feb. 5. The board has 
appointed Misti Hollen-
beck Harris, current 
director of Member-
ship and Wellness, as 
the new CEO effective 

Jan. 1. Harris joined the 
YMCA in 2015 and has 
held multiple titles since 
that time.

“I am excited for the 
future of our YMCA and 
what we can do, together 
with our community for 
the people we serve,” she 
said.

Adair County Family YMCA 
announces new CEO



F
rom time to time I 
come across an article 
in one of my profes-
sional magazines that 
sound as if the writer 

was inside my own head. The 
following is one of those articles. 
While I did not write it, I wish 
I had because I believe it needs 
to be said. “When Did We Say It 
Was Ok?” was written by a super-
intendent colleague, Jane Stavem, 
from Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
and appeared in the November 
2024 School Administrator.

“In education, we find our-
selves at a crossroads, asking 
ourselves: When did we say it was 
OK? “It” refers to the normaliza-
tion of extreme student behaviors 
in our schools, threatening our 
profession’s foundation.

Superintendents, administrators 
and teachers are witnessing es-
calating violence and destruction 
in classrooms. Physical assaults 
on staff—being kicked, punched, 
sworn at, or threatened—have be-

come disturbingly common.
Schools have become the de-

fault placement for kids with 
complex needs, not because they 
are equipped but because they 
are public institutions designed 
to welcome all.

Beyond Reason
The question isn’t about blame 

but reflection. When did we de-
cide we were qualified to address 
severe student needs in a school 

setting? Schools exist to impart 
knowledge and foster learning, 
but educators are forced into 
roles akin to security personnel.

Our primary goal—educating 
the next generation—is being 
overshadowed by unreasonable 
demands. When did it become 
acceptable for schools to bear the 
blunt force of societal challenges 
without adequate support? When 
did navigating extreme behav-
iors become normalized? The 
encroachment of severe mental 
health issues into classrooms has 
left us scrambling to address prob-
lems beyond our capacity, leading 
to an unsustainable situation.

This is not to dismiss the 
importance of mental health 
support, but public schools are 
not the right setting for handling 
severe cases. Protecting all 
students is vital, and we must 
recalibrate the balance between 
the needs of individuals and the 
safety ands well-being of the en-
tire school community.

When did we agree to add 
more meetings, make ill-
equipped accommodations for 
modified instructional spaces? 
Increasingly, the fear of law-
suits has pushed us to stretch 
beyond reasonable boundaries, 
diverting us from our core mis-
sion of teaching and learning. 
Schools are not psychiatric 
units, hospitals or prisons.

We need to work with commu-
nities and lawmakers to shift 
the focus and direct resources 
to organizations and specialists 
that can better address these 
complex needs.

Alternative Support
Consider other professions: 

Would a surgeon tolerate a 
patient disrupting surgery or 
throwing surgical tools on the 
floor? Would a pastor allow a 
screaming parishioner to stay 
for the whole sermon? Would a 
retail store allow a customer to 
return after repeatedly destroy-

ing displays? No, they wouldn’t. 
Yet these kinds of behaviors 
persist in our [public] schools, 
undermining the very purpose 
of education.

When I began teaching, I 
learned a fundamental question 
that was designed to determine 
whether it was appropriate for a 
student to stay in the classroom: 
Can teachers keep teaching and 
students keep learning? Under 
circumstances of extreme be-
havior, the answer is increas-
ingly no. Our responsibility is to 
teach so students can learn. We 
cannot allow anything to erode 
that core purpose to the point 
where public education ceases 
to exist.

Are schools the only places 
left to help children?

It’s time to reassess our role 
and advocate for systems and 
services that provide support 
where it is genuinely needed, en-
suring public education remains 
focused on its core mission.”

I
t might have been the 
winter doldrums that did 
it. You can never be sure 
of these things. It’s just 
that … well, Doc is one of 

those guys who can’t stand to 
see anyone bored. He claims it’s 
bad for their inner chemistry, 
and since he has more initials 
after his name than anyone else 
in town, we tend to listen to him.

When it happened, we in the 
inner circle of the World Dilem-
ma Think Tank down at the Mule 
Barn truck stop thought back 
on what Doc had said a year ago 
when the temperature dropped, 
along with everyone’s spirits.

“In weather like this,” Doc 
pronounced, stirring sugar into 
his cup, “a real American would 
come up with a great hoax.”

Those of us sitting at the phi-
losophy counter that morning 
just nodded, even though we 
didn’t have a clue. No one want-
ed to admit it, you see.

When the Valley Weekly Miracle 
hit the street yesterday, we bought 
one to see how much the editor 
dared to print, as always, but there 
in the classifieds was this:

“LOST – One gray squirrel, 
fluffy tail, two years old. An-
swers to “Chipper.” $5.25 re-
ward. Call Doc.”

The paper was passed down 
the counter and we all looked 
at Doc after we read it. He was 
smirking as only Doc can smirk.

“Doc,” Steve said, tentatively, 
“would this be the same imagi-
nary squirrel that was kidnapped 
and held for ransom last year?”

“The very same,” Doc said. “I 
named him Chipper.”

“But he’s imaginary, right?”
“The very best kind.”
“Why?”
“Imaginary squirrels don’t bite, 

don’t have to be fed, and you nev-
er have to clean up after them,” 
he said. “And a real squirrel will 
eat the leg off a coffee table.”

He grinned. “Besides, I’ve 
always wanted an imaginary 
squirrel.”

After we laughed, Dud said, 
“And what if someone finds a 
squirrel and brings him to you?”

“Dudley,” he said, “I figure 
it’s worth $5.25 to get a squir-
rel, which would be hibernating 
this time of year, of course, and 
then to turn it loose. Besides, I’ll 
make more money than that just 
stitching up the squirrel catch-
er’s hand.”

Brought to you by “Raven’s Prey” 
by Slim Randles. Find it at McRoy and 
Blackburn, publishers, Ester, Alaska.

The effects of winter doldrums

Sundays will never be the same

I
n today’s world of unend-
ing distraction, it may 
be time to give ourselves 
a day off. How about we 
shut things down again on 

Sundays?
The simplicity of Sundays was 

a Godsend to our hearts. We 
used to do it without starving or 
dying from boredom. We looked 
forward to it.

Every day but Sunday was a 
flurry of work and routine. We 
made a living, went to school, 
shopped, and conducted the 
business of life in all its chaos.

Employers slapped paychecks 
in our hands each Friday, and 
we took our wages to the gro-
cery store on Saturday to stock 
up on food for the next week.

We planned dates and parties, 
all to be held any day but Sun-
day. We had six other days and 
nights to accomplish it all.

Then Sunday came. And we 
rested.

There would be no shopping. 
No working. No unnecessary 
activity. We welcomed this spe-
cial 24 hours with little to think 
about beyond church and the 
day stretching ahead.

Breakfast was lavish or 
sparse. Mom had usually 
planned the noon meal and set 
the oven temperature to assure 
the roast or chicken would be 
ready by the time we returned 
from services.

We lolled to the car in agree-
able, almost lackadaisical steps. 
Our hands cradled our Bibles 
in one hand and clenched our 
offering in the other. Off we 
chugged to church.

By noon, the sermon was 
certainly over. No pastor dared 
interfere with the timing of Sun-
day dinner. Our stomachs rum-
bled in harmony with the car’s 
motor on our way home.

We climbed from the car, 
opened our unlocked front door, 
and smiled as the smell of food 
caressed our noses like a hug.

Mom bustled about the kitch-
en. Her voice sailed through the 
house, reminding us whose turn 
it was to set the table. The rest 
of us sprawled atop the couch, 
waiting for her signal to gather 
around for lunch.

We carried our morning wor-
ship to that kitchen table. Prayer 
before eating. Eyes closed. 
Then, the sounds of chatting. 
Chewing. Catching up on what 
had happened in the other six 
days before this day of rest.

Even siblings who battled 
throughout the week about petty 
differences found Sunday din-
ner a time for truce. Those mo-
ments together fed our souls and 
gave us time to see our family in 
a way we grew to love.

After dinner, clearing the ta-

ble. Washing dishes in patterned 
turns. Then.

Nothing.
The rest of Sunday was ours 

to enjoy.
Except for the occasional 

Sunday afternoon drive or 
visit to relatives’ homes, there 
would be no going anywhere. 
No stores were open. The shop 
owners were home with their 
families, too.

We finished any homework for 
school the next day. Stretching 
out on our beds for reading. A 
nap was always encouraged. 
Mom often listened to the ra-
dio as she sat at the table and 
flipped through the latest ‘Mc-
Call’s’ magazine.

We’d go outside on nice Sun-
days and sit on the porch or 
in the yard, swatting at mos-
quitos and drinking Kool-Aid. 
Sometimes we played Wiffle-
ball or Mother May I? in the 
sunbaked grass along the side 
of the house.

The day dragged deliciously 
into evening. Before long, it was 
time for a light evening meal, 
baths, and talk of plans for the 
week ahead.

Decades ago, we decided we 
didn’t need this day of rest. We 
needed to shop and work and 
travel and fill every second with 
the stressful business of activity.

And in doing so, we gave up 
our chance to enjoy just one day 
of calm.

How did we let this happen? 
Those times will never come 
again, and we are poorer for it.

Contact Robin at  
robinwrites@yahoo.com

Letters to the Editor Policy: The Kirksville Daily Express welcomes your letters about issues or events of general interest. Letters of 400 words or less are given preference. They may be edited for both length  
and clarity. Letters must be signed and include the writer’s address and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters will normally be limited to one per person per month. Letters that are unreasonable,  
libelous, or that deal in personalities or personal disputes will not be accepted. Letters may be sent to the Kirksville Daily Express at PO Box 809, Kirksville, MO., 63501 or by email to news@kirksvilledailyexpress.com.
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I 
like January. I think 
most mothers do. Sure, 
it’s the dead of winter 
and it gets dark ridic-
ulously early, but Jan-

uary has one big thing going 
for it. It’s the “cool down” pe-
riod following the high-inten-
sity workout of Christmas.

Don’t get me wrong. I love 
Christmas and everything 
it symbolizes. I love the 
twinkling lights, the shiny 
ribbons, the family hugs, 
and the food. But holidays 
require work. So much work. 
Christmas requires several 
months of mental and physi-
cal energy for an event that’s 
over in just a few days.

But January is different. 
It’s the post-Christmas coast-
ing period. And it feels so 
good to coast right now. No 
more decking the halls or jin-
gling around the clock. Just a 
much-needed rest.

You want to know how 
many holidays during the 
month of January require 
advance preparation? Zero. 
January is as low mainte-
nance as it comes.

Even though I love the look of 
Christmas, I must admit I felt 
relieved to pack away the holi-
day decorations. It feels like the 
house has finally calmed down 
after three straight months of 
grinning ghosts in October, 
then pumpkins in November, 
then an explosion of red and 
green in December. Visually 
speaking, it’s a lot.

I’ll be happy to welcome 
back the witches, turkeys, 
and tinsel in 10 months’ time. 
But for now, these tired eyes 
need rest. Bring on January’s 
clean slate.

Speaking of a clean slate, I 
should mention the goal-set-
ting elephant sitting smack 
dab in the middle of the 
month. Too many of us let 
New Year’s resolutions rob 

us of the joy of January. In-
stead of enjoying a slower 
pace, we ramp things up 
even more. We discipline 
ourselves into oblivion which 
often leads to burnout and 
failure by February.

But January doesn’t have to 
be a downer or a boot camp. 
Set goals if you find it inspir-
ing, but it shouldn’t feel like a 
soul-sucking slog. Let the first 
month of the year be a kinder, 
gentler time of restoration — 
not just resolution.

I spent the first day of this 
year doing a few of my fa-
vorite things. I read. I slept. 
And I shopped for new pens. 
(Nerds love any excuse to get 
fresh office supplies.) Was 
it exciting? Not really. But 
I don’t need excitement be-
cause I’ve already had plen-
ty. What my overstimulated 
brain needs now is the return 
of a regular routine.

Even when Christmas is 
incredible, it still involves 
stress. When the brain feels 
anticipation and excitement, 
it’s called “eustress” which is 
a positive form of stress. One 
way to calm down the brain 
and body is to breathe deeply, 
letting your exhale be longer 
than the inhale. It activates 
the parasympathetic nervous 
system, which relaxes the 
body after periods of stress 
(even the festive kind).

This month is the long ex-
hale we all need. Savor the 
simple and relish the rou-
tine. Not every month needs 
a pressure-filled project. 
Here’s hoping your January 
is just right.

Gwen Rockwood is a syndicated 
freelance columnist. Email her at 

gwenrockwood5@gmail.com. Her 
book is available on Amazon.

THE ROCKWOOD FILES

The Joy of 
January

GWEN ROCKWOOD
THE ROCKWOOD FILES

POETRY CORNER

At times I’m alone... 
and I look for a friend... 
the last person I would 

look for is me,
When you only look 

out... and not within... 
you’ll miss what others 

can see.

— Daniel D. Donovan

Kirksville R-III School District Superintendent’s Report

You’ll Miss 
What Others 
Can See



EMBRACING LOCAL HISTORY

By Blytha Ellis, President
Adair County Historical  
Society and Museum

The demise of the Ken-
nedy Theatre was brought 
about slowly by many soci-
etal and financial factors. 
Times began to change, par-
ticularly after World War I. 
The popularity of talkie films 
brought an end to live vaude-
ville shows in the 1930s. The 
Great Depression for a time 
limited the amount of enter-
tainment that people sought 
outside the home.

Then, radio became com-
mon in homes and families 
reveled in this form of free 
entertainment. The 1930s 
were called “The Golden 
Age of Radio.” It was said 
that radio was so popular 
that theaters dared not 
open in the evenings until 
the well-liked “Amos and 
Andy” radio show was over. 
However, people still had to 
use their imagination when 
listening to radio shows. It 
was the advent of television 
that solved that problem.

In 1942 when the Kennedy’s 
owner, Carrie (Miller) Ken-
nedy, died, her theater was 
still holding its own. She 
probably had no doubt about 
its continued success.

When television came to 
nearly every home in the 
1950s, it became harder 
to attract patrons to the 
theater. Television signifi-
cantly influenced American 
culture and media consump-
tion. Some said that televi-
sion unified the family as 
they came together around 
one set to be informed and 
entertained. They hadn’t yet 
imagined a set in every room 
with family members watch-
ing different shows.

The costs to maintain a 
large theater was ever in-
creasing, and cheaper facil-
ities were being constructed. 
When OSHA was created 
in 1971, government inspec-
tions of theaters became in-
creasingly stringent.

As best we can determine, 
Carrie Kennedy maintained 
ownership of the Kennedy 
building until her death in 
1942, but she had leased out 
the theater’s management. It 
seems the plan had been for 
Mrs. Kennedy’s son, Sam, to 
manage both the Princess 
and the Kennedy. However, 
Sam had experienced health 
problems while serving in 
WW I, and this necessitated 
his mother hiring J. P. Moore 
to manage both theaters be-
ginning when the Kennedy 
opened in 1926. In 1929, man-
agement of the theaters was 
sold to the Fox Corporation.

After Carrie’s death in 
1942, her son, Sam, was in-
capacitated and could not 
assume ownership. The the-
ater reportedly passed to 
Carrie’s nephew, Karl Miller, 
and to her niece, Margaret 
(Baxter) Dunbar. They sold 
it in 1949 to FoxMo Realty 
Co. In 1973, Mann Theaters 
Corp. acquired the Kennedy 
from National General The-
aters. In 1981, Mann sold it 
to MDH Theaters, Inc.

Dickenson, Inc. of Kan-
sas City owned the Kennedy 
in 1985 when it was sold 
to Collier Enterprises, Inc. 
of Kirksville. Collier also 
owned the new, simply con-
structed Petite Three Cine-
ma in Kirksville which had 
none of the lavishness of the 
Kennedy. The latter was now 
just a remnant of the golden 
age of cinema.

For a time, Collier Enter-
prises continued to operate 
the Kennedy as a theater 
and used the stage for coun-
try music shows and con-
certs. But, the massive size 
of the building, its need for 
modernization and asbestos 
removal, and the expense 
of heating and cooling such 
a large building made it no 
longer profitable for the own-
ers. Also, it was not a wise 

business decision to own two 
theaters in the same town 
who were competing for the 
same audience. The Kennedy 
was finally closed for good.

The Bank of Kirksville 
(now Equity Bank) which 
was diagonally southeast 
from the Kennedy within 
the same block became inter-
ested in buying the Kennedy 
for what they called “ex-
pansion.” What they really 
meant was a parking lot. The 
news of the sale of the Ken-
nedy to the Bank of Kirks-
ville in January 1989 and its 
possible demolition brought 
about a clamorous display of 
public disapproval.

Harvey B. Young, Jr. 
(1919-2022), president of 
the bank, once told the His-
torical Society, “When we 
bought the Kennedy and 
the public learned of our 
plans to tear it down, people 
lost their minds!” It’s true, 
they did, and justifiably so. 
People who had known the 
Kennedy as part of their 
childhood could not imagine 
Kirksville without it. Many 
suggestions were offered for 
re-purposing it, and for a 
time, it seemed like the bank 
was considering other op-
tions besides its destruction. 
The community would soon 
find out that the bank was 
proceeding with the demo-
lition plans, and the public’s 
concern turned to anger.

Objections were brought 
to the community in various 
forms, including many news-
paper accounts. One “Letter 
to the People” in the “Kirks-
ville Daily Express” voiced 
an outcry that “the build-
ing is not just any ordinary 
dress shop or restaurant; 
it is a beautiful landmark 
that has been here for many 
years!”

One newspaper article ex-
pressed that the bank should 
“tear itself down and keep 
the theater!” One of the main 
advocates for the Kennedy 
was Dr. James Harmon, pro-
fessor of Art History at Tru-
man State University and one 
time president of the Adair 
County Historical Society. 
Although a committee was 
formed, alternative plans 
were proposed and money 
raised, it was all to no avail.

It was noted that options 
for the Kennedy were se-
verely limited due to the fact 
that Collier Enterprises, in 
protecting its other inter-
ests, entered a provision in 
their contract for the sale 

of the Kennedy that it 
could not be used to 
show films for 25 years. 
Written into the corpo-
ration warranty deed 
was the provision that 
“this property shall not 
be used for the purpose 

of maintaining, either for 
profit or not for profit any 
motion picture theater … un-
til the first day of January 
2014.” Writer Jason Clampet 
wrote the above statement in 
an essay on file at the Adair 
County Historical Society. 
He also stated that although 
the Bank of Kirksville “re-
affirmed its commitment to 
the development of the down-
town area and to the growth 
of Kirksville in general, it 
demolished the most archi-
tecturally significant struc-
ture in the town and built a 
parking lot.”

This fact brought to mind 
for many people the lines 
in a song by Joni Mitchell, 
“Don’t it always seem to go 
that you don’t know what 
you got ‘til it’s gone? They 
paved paradise and put up a 
parking lot.”

The wrecking ball for the 
Kennedy began its assault 
the last of April 1989 and 
brought it all down by the 
middle of July. Many of the 
architectural features of the 
theater were sold to interest-
ed parties far and wide. The 
Bank of Kirksville provided 
funds to the Adair County 
Historical Society Muse-
um for purchase of some 
of these artifacts including 
some of the marble and one 
side of the marquee which 
spelled KENNEDY in neon 
lights. These can be seen at 
the museum, 211 S. Elson, 
next door to where the grand 
old Kennedy once stood.

Perhaps some satisfaction 
was obtained by those who 
loved the Kennedy when the 
following was written by Dr. 
Harmon: “The noble old Ken-
nedy structure offered phys-
ical resistance to its own 
demise through the strength 
and quality of its materials. 
Workmen talked of it having 
the finest, knotless fir wood 
which supported the balcony 
that spanned the auditorium 
without internal supports. 
They also spoke of mortar 
so strong that bricks from 
the Kennedy’s facades could 
hardly be freed from it un-
damaged.” He went on to say 
that the staircase leading to 
the balcony supported a cat-
erpillar tractor driving up 
it to work on the upper floor. 
The crew tearing down the 
Kennedy referred to it as a 
“fortress.”

(Credit for part of this history 
goes to Pam Sylvara in her Jan. 
2019 article about the Kennedy 
in “The Adair Historian.”)
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Theaters of Kirksville – Chapter 9 
– Demise of the Kennedy Theatre

Part 136

By Larry Evans

115 Years Ago, January 7, 1910
Forty percent of the pupils in the 

primary grades in Kirksville schools 
were out of school with whooping 
cough according to Superintendent 
of Schools E. O. Jones. Jones said that 
there was an epidemic of whooping 
cough in Kirksville among the small-
er children in the public schools and 
he feared that the numbers would con-
tinue to increase during the expected 
coming months of cold weather.

115 Years Ago, January 10, 1910
A fire that started in the furnace 

room of the First Baptist Church in 
Kirksville destroyed the structure. 
The fire started just as the pastor, 
Rev. W. H. Stone, opened the evening 
service. A panic among attendees was 
averted by the coolness of Rev. Stone, 
who stood over the spot from which 
the smoke was coming and calmly 
asked that all leave quietly and avoid 
crowding. Upon realizing that a panic 
might occur, Rev. Stone stepped down 
from the rostrum to the floor and 
asked all to be quiet. He said: “I am 
standing right here where the fire is, 
and if anybody is burned it will be 
me. I will stay here until all of you 
are out. Take your time in leaving, 
please, and we will soon fix this.” 
Those present put on their winter at-
tire and went out of the building in an 
orderly manner, avoiding the danger 
of a panic in the burning building. J. 
H. Moore, the aged janitor and organ 
pumper, was overlooked until all had 
left the church. He was rescued by 
an unknown man who went into the 
burning building and carried Moore 
out. Moore was found unconscious 
suffering from smoke inhalation. 
Because of extremely cold weather, 
church members had asked that the 
janitor start the fire earlier than usu-
al on the day of the evening service. 
The heat pipes overheated and caused 
the nearby wood structure to begin 
burning. The church was constructed 
in 1896 at a cost of between $10,000 
and $12,000. The pump organ was 
added about three years prior to the 
fire. The building and organ were 
insured for only $6,000. On the day 
after the fire, it was announced that 
the Presbyterian congregation of-
fered the use of their facility for use 
by the Baptist Church. At that time 
the Presbyterian Church was locat-
ed on South Franklin Street, across 
from the Kirksville Post Office (now 
Kirksville City Hall).

105 Years Ago, January 5, 1920
Scarlet fever claimed the lives of 

three members of one family within 
just a few days during the Christmas 
and New Years holidays. Mrs. Art 
Christman died at her home south-
west of Brashear of scarlet fever, and 
her sister, Mrs. William Downing, 
died just a few days before Christ-
mas. Mrs. Christman contracted the 
disease from her sister while she was 
caring for her. A few days later, the 
grandmother of the deceased sisters, 
Mrs. Dan Conkle, also of Brashear, 
died of the disease. Mrs. Christman 
left her husband and two young chil-
dren. Mrs. Downing left her husband 
and three small children, including 
an infant who was only eight days 
old. Scarlet fever or scarlatina is a 
highly contagious bacterial infection 
that most commonly affects children 
between the ages of five and fifteen. 
The symptoms include sore throat, fe-
ver, headache, swollen lymph nodes, 
and a red rash that feels like sandpa-
per. The disease spreads rapidly and 
passes from one person to another by 
way of respiratory droplets such as 
saliva or nasal discharge. In the early 
twentieth century the disease was the 
leading cause of death in children. 
With the use of antibiotics, scarlet 
fever has practically been eradicated.

100 Years Ago, January 5, 1925
The Kirksville City Council met 

for the first time in three weeks and 
a large amount of bills had accumu-
lated that needed to be paid. Among 
the bills that needed payment was a 
bill for $1.50 for “coffee for firemen.” 
The firemen had ordered coffee while 

fighting a fire in cold weather. The 
three-member council unanimously 
voted to refuse payment of the bill. 
However, rather than let the bill be 
paid out of the city revenue fund, the 
generous councilmen each chipped in 
fifty cents out of their own pockets to 
pay the bill.

90 Years Ago, January 9, 1935
The city of Novinger became the 

first place in Adair County to buy 
whiskey and other hard liquor by 
the drink in nearly 25 years. This 
action was the result of a city-wide 
election in Novinger that resulted in 
lifting of the town’s dry status. The 
vote was 232 to 47 in favor of allow-
ing the sale of liquor by the drink. 
Prohibition went into effect nation-
wide in 1920 when the Eighteenth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
outlawed the production, importation, 
transportation, and sale of alcohol. 
Prohibition remained in effect in the 
United States until the Twenty-first 
Amendment repealed prohibition ef-
fective in 1933. Prior and following 
the period of Prohibition (1920-1933), 
Adair County was a “dry” county. 
Many Novinger residents expressed 
a large amount of interest in the elec-
tion as the voter turnout was nearly 
as large as in the earlier general 
election. Many expressed surprise 
at the large margin by which the 
proposal passed. Arthur Nardini, 
who was associated with his father 
in business in Novinger, announced 
that he intended to make application 
for a license to run a tavern in the 
Ross building, which at one time was 
a saloon. Nardini was redecorating 
the building’s interior and expected 
to open the tavern within a week. The 
licensing of saloons in Novinger was 
expected to increase the city’s reve-
nue so it would have money to hire a 
marshal and aid in street lighting and 
other improvements.

90 Years Ago, January 9, 1935
The Adair County Court judges 

passed a resolution setting apart a plot 
of ground on the southeast corner of 
the public square for the erection of 
a statue of Dr. Andrew Taylor Still 
where it was “to remain forever.” The 
resolution pointed out that the citizens 
of the county desired to have a statue 
placed where all could see an image 
of Dr. Still, “he who has honored Adair 
County more than anyone who has 
ever lived.” A movement had been 
started sometime earlier to have the 
statue of Dr. Still, which stood near 
the A.S.O. (American School of Os-
teopathy) Hospital on West Jefferson 
Street, moved to the public square.

80 Years Ago, January 10, 1945
Two Adair County soldiers serving 

in Europe during World War II were 
reported as casualties of the war. Mr. 
and Mrs. Denton Pearce, of Novinger, 
were notified by the International 
Red Cross that their son, Pvt. Charles 
“Billy” Pearce, a paratrooper, was a 
prisoner of the German government. 
Pvt. Pearce had been reported miss-
ing in Holland since September 27, 
1945. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Carter of 
Kirksville received word from the 
War Department saying that their son 
Pfc. Lyle E. Carter, was wounded in 
action on December 17. He was serv-
ing in Europe in the Seventh Army.

70 Years Ago, January 10, 1955
The Old Trading Post Inn, Kirks-

ville’s newest eatery, at the corner of 
Baltimore and Jefferson Streets, was 
filled to capacity on opening night. It 
was operated by B. W. Bonfoey. The 
large dining room was authentical-
ly decorated in the early American 
motif with antiques from Mrs. Cyn-
thia Lanza’s collection providing the 
furnishings. A fireplace in the center 
of one wall, shuttered windows, oil 
lamps overhead, knotty pine walls 
and ceilings, and a large copper ket-
tle by the fireplace all contributed to 
the atmosphere. Next door, connected 
by a modern kitchen, was the Victo-
rian House, containing three rooms 
for private parties.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Separate sealed bids for the sourcing of overhead and underground, 
high-voltage, distribution electric construction materials for North 
Central Missouri Electric Cooperative, Inc. (NCMECI) or hereinafter, 
Cooperative. NCMECI is in Milan, Missouri. 

The project consists of sourcing the necessary construction materials 
for the construction of approximately twenty-one miles of new single 
and three phase overhead distribution powerline construction. The 
project also includes the construction of approximately 3 miles of new 
three-phase primary underground powerline construction. The project 
will consist of a sum of twenty-one sub-projects with an average length 
of 1.17 miles. This project includes the necessary work to accommo-
date the future and on-going construction of the Roy Blunt Reservoir, 
located Northeast of Milan, Missouri. 

Bids will be received by Toth & Associates, Consulting Engineers and 
authorized representative of North Central Missouri Electric Coopera-
tive, Inc. of Milan, Missouri at the office of Toth & Associates until 2:00 
p.m. CST on Thursday, January 16, 2025, and then publicly opened 
and read aloud. Any bid received after the time and date specified above 
will be returned unopened. Instructions for bid delivery and bid opening 
location are set forth in the bid documents.

NCMECI reserves the right to award the contract to the “lowest and best 
responsible bidder.”  The Cooperative further reserves the right to waive 
any irregularities in any or all bids, reserves the right to determine 
which is the most responsive, responsible bidder, and to reject or 
approve the bids. Work under this contract is to be fully complete within 
365 calendar days upon Notice to Proceed, however, extensions may 
be necessary and or required due to causes beyond the control of the 
Cooperative or Bidder. 

The project is being funded as part of the electrical relocations and utili-
ty relocation funds and reimbursements programmed by the NCMRWC 
(North Central Missouri Regional Water Commission). The Contractor 
shall comply with all requirements regarding OSHA safety training. 
Bonding, insurance, and other requirements and certifications that are 
set forth in the bid documents.

Electronic copies of the plans, specifications, proposal forms and other 
contract documents are available at no charge, to Bidders and may be 
obtained by email or phone from Toth & Associates, Attn: Kathy Bates, 
1550 East Republic Road, Springfield, MO. 65804. Phone: (417) 888-
0645, email: kbates@tothassociates.com. Paper copies are available 
upon request and will be subject to a $200.00 processing and handling 
fee payable to Toth & Associates.

TRUSTEE’S SALE 

IN RE: Eugene D. Austin Sr. and Sarah L. Austin, husband and wife 
Trustee’s Sale:

          For default in payment of debt and performance of obligation 
secured by Deed of Trust executed by Eugene D. Austin Sr. and Sarah 
L. Austin, husband and wife dated May 5, 2021 and recorded in the 
Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Adair County, Missouri in Book 
1115, Page 353 the undersigned Successor Trustee, at the request 
of the legal holder of said Note will on Tuesday, January 28, 2025 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., (at the specific time of 
3:30 PM), at the South Front Door of the Court House, City of Kirksville, 
County of Adair, State of Missouri, sell at public vendue to the highest 
bidder for cash the following described real estate, described in said 
Deed of Trust, and situated in Adair County, State of Missouri, to wit: 
ALL OF LOT 11, TOWN AND COUNTRY MEADOWS SUBDIVISION TO 
KIRKSVILLE, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI.

to satisfy said debt and cost.

MILLSAP & SINGER, P.C., 
Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110
File No: 224969.012825.451942 FC

NOTICE

Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. 
§1692c(b), no information concerning the collection of this debt may 
be given without the prior consent of the consumer given directly to 
the debt collector or the express permission of a court of competent 
jurisdiction.  The debt collector is attempting to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used for that purpose.

PUBLISH ON: January 1, 2025 01/08/2025, 01/15/2025, 01/22/2025 

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL                      Case Number: 24AR-PR00135
CIRCUIT COURT, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI           (Date File Stamp)
Judge or Division: 
PROBATE
In the Estate of THRESA L. BURRUS, Deceased.

Notice of Letters Testamentary Granted
(Supervised Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of THRESA L BURRUS, Decedent:
On December 19, 2024, the last will of Decedent having been admitted 
to probate, the following individual was appointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of THRESA L BURRUS, decedent by the Probate 
Division of the Circuit Court of ADAIR COUNTY, Missouri. The name, 
business address of the personal representative is:
Shannon J. Bowen, 24969 Walking Trail Drive, Queen City, Missouri 
63561
The personal representative’s attorney’s name, business address and 
phone number is:
Andrew R. Farwell, 715 N. Baltimore, Kirksville, Missouri, 63501, 660-
665-2115
All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims in court within six 
months from the date of the first publication of this notice or if a copy of 
this notice was mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by the personal 
representative, then within two months from the date it was mailed or 
served, whichever is later, or be forever barred to the fullest extent 
permissible by law. Such six-month period and such two-month period 
do not extend the limitation period that would bar claims one year after 
Decedent’s death, as provided in Section 473.444, RSMo, or any other 
applicable limitation periods. Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall 
be construed to bar any action against a decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through a defendant ad litem pursuant to Section 537.021, RSMo.
/s/Martha Cole
Adair County Circuit Clerk
Date of the decedent’s death: September 24, 2024
Date of first publication: December 25, 2024
PUBLICATION DATES: 12-25-2024, 1-1-2025, 1-8-2025, 1-15-2025

PUPPIES PUPPIES PUPPIES
Border Collie-Chihuahua-Terrier
Shots, Dewormed & Deliverable
Negotiable Prices with discounts

573-414-4601/573-979-5375

Duro XA Kyocera flip
phone $100.00 each. US
Cellular, great for farmers.
Call 660-341-1296.

Electronics
MERCHANDISE

Class A CDL driver needed,
5 days a week, local driv-
ing, full time, benefits.
L l o y d  D i s t r i b u t i n g .
660-665-1907.

Help Wanted
EMPLOYMENT

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL                           Case Number: 24AR-PR00137 
CIRCUIT COURT, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI           (Date File Stamp)
Judge or Division: 
PROBATE 
In the Estate of MARIETTA JONAS JAYNE, Deceased.

Notice of Letters Testamentary Granted
(Independent Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of MARIETTA JONAS JAYNE, 
Decedent:
On January 2, 2025, the last will of Decedent having been admitted to 
probate, the following individual was appointed the personal representa-
tive of the estate of MARIETTA JONAS JAYNE, decedent, by the Probate 
Division of the Circuit Court of ADAIR COUNTY Missouri. The personal 
representative may administer the estate independently without adju-
dication, order, or direction of the Probate Division of the Circuit Court, 
unless a petition for supervised administration is made to and granted 
by the court.
The name, business address of the personal representative is:
H. Martin Jayne, 22190 Little Trail , Kirksville, Missouri, 63501
The personal representative’s attorney’s name, business address and 
phone number is:
Wallace W. Trosen, #1 Crown Drive, Suite 102, P.O. Box 267, Kirksville, 
Missouri, 63501, 660-665-4070
All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims in court within six 
months from the date of the first publication of this notice or if a copy of 
this notice was mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by the personal 
representative, then within two months from the date it was mailed or 
served, whichever is later, or be forever barred to the fullest extent per-
missible by law. Such six-month period and such two-month period do 
not extend the limitation period that would bar claims one year after the 
decedent’s death, as provided in Section 473.444, RSMo, or any other 
applicable limitation periods. Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall 
be construed to bar any action against a decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through a defendant ad litem pursuant to Section 537.021, RSMo.
Date of the decedent’s death: August 18, 2024
Date of first publication: January 8, 2025

Martha Cole
Adair County Circuit Clerk

Receipt of this notice by mail should not be construed by the recipient 
to indicate that the recipient necessarily has a beneficial interest in the 
estate. The nature and extent of any person’s interest, if any, can be de-
termined from the files and records of this estate in the Probate Division 
of the above referenced Circuit Court.
PUBLICATION DATES: 1-8-2025, 1-15-2025, 1-22-2025, 1-29-2025

Mixed grass hay, big round
bales, twine tied, 1450
pounds, $65.00, load out
Saturday/Sunday only.
660-341-1296.

Excellent quality 1400#
round net wrapped Brome,
Clover, Birdsfoot hay, no
rain. $50.00 Big round
straw bales net wrapped,
$50.00, Kirksville, Gibbs
area. 660-665-4226

Round bales 5' wide 67"
inches tall mixed grass
hay with alfalfa. Bailed dry
fertilized,lab tested, net
wrapped with plastic sur-
face wrap on top. Load
evenings and weekends
Watson Hay Sales .
660-341-4031

Alfalfa hay, grass hay,
wheat straw for sale. Big
squares. Delivery availa-
ble. 660-956-3420.

Hay/Feed/Seed

1960 Massey Ferguson 80
series, diesel, power steer-
ing, 3 point, runs good,
nice tractor. 309-338-1100.

Equipment & Supplies
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

For default in the payment of debt secured by a deed of trust executed by Monica 
R. Steele, dated February 10, 2011, and recorded on February 10, 2011, Document 
No. 201100000289 in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, Adair County, Missouri, 
the Trustee through his or her delegate, will on January 28, 2025, at 10:00 AM, at 
the South Front Door of the Adair County Courthouse, Kirksville, Missouri, sell at 
public vendue to the highest bidder for cash:

All of Lot 4, Block 1, Kilmer’s Addition to Kirksville, Adair County, 
Missouri, commonly known as 802 Greenway Dr, Kirksville, MO, 63501

subject to all prior easements, restrictions, reservations, covenants and 
encumbrances now of record, if any, to satisfy the debt and costs.

Kyle Wilkens, Acting State Director for USDA Rural Development for the State of 
Missouri, Trustee, through his or her delegate.   

First Publication:  January 1, 2025.  For more information, visit www.southlaw.com

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no 
information concerning the collection of this debt may be given without the 
prior consent of the consumer given directly to the debt collector or the express 
permission of a court of competent jurisdiction.  The debt collector is attempting to 
collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose (Casefile 
No. 247343-1038420).

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
 
                Sealed proposals for the construction of Subdivision Development for Dogwood Subdivision for
the City of Kirksville will be received by the OWNER until 3:00 pm on January 30, 2025, at City Hall, 201 S. 
Franklin Street, Kirksville, MO 63501 where at that place and time said proposals shall be publicly opened and read 
aloud.  Any bids received after such date and time shall be returned unopened.
 
There will not be a pre-bid meeting.
 
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be viewed at the offices of the City of Kirksville, MECO Engineering Company, Inc., 
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be purchased with a non-refundable deposit by contacting MECO Engineering 
Company.  Purchase price is $250.00 a set.  Electronic .pdf formats can be available at no charge.  Checks are to be 
made payable to “MECO Engineering Company, INC”, and mailing costs are the responsibility of the purchaser.
 
City of Kirksville, City Hall, 201 S. Franklin St, Kirksville, MO 63501, (660) 627-1251
MECO Engineering Company, Inc., 3120 Palmyra Road, Hannibal, MO 63401 (573) 221-4048
 
The PROJECT has been financed with the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding.
 
Bidders on this Work will be required to comply with the Copeland (Anti-Kickback) Act, and the Contract Work Hours 
and Safety Standards Act, as indicated in the Contract Documents. Bidders must be an Equal Opportunity Employer.  All 
Minority Business Enterprises, Women Business Enterprises and Small Business Enterprises are encouraged to bid.
 
Bidders for this work will be required to comply with State Prevailing Wage Rates and the President’s Executive Order 
Number 11246. Requirements for bidders and contractors under this order are explained in the specifications.
 
Each bidder must deposit with his bid security in the amount, form and subject to the conditions provided in the 
Information for Bidders.
 
Bidders are informed that pursuant to Section 285.530, RSMo, as a condition of the award, the successful Bidder shall, 
by affidavit and provision of documentation, affirm its enrollment and participation in a federal work authorization 
program with respect to the employees working in connection to the contracted services.  Successful Bidder shall sign 
an affidavit affirming that it does not knowingly employ any person who is an unauthorized alien in connection to the 
contracted services.  All rejected bidders will receive notifications of rejected bid.  
Bidders are informed that pursuant to Section 285.530, RSMo, as a condition of the award, the successful Bidder shall, 
by affidavit and provision of documentation, affirm its enrollment and participation in a federal work authorization 
program with respect to the employees working in connection to the contracted services.  Successful Bidder shall sign 
an affidavit affirming that it does not knowingly employ any person who is an unauthorized alien in connection to the 
contracted services. 
 
All contractors or subcontractors doing work on the Project must require its on-site employees to complete the ten-hour 
construction safety training program required under Section 292.675, RSMo, unless they have previously completed the 
program and have documentation of having done so. 
 
The award of Contracts on this project shall be predicated upon competitive bidding, and satisfactory performance of 
past work with the Missouri area. Said Bidder shall be determined for the Contract by summarizing the applicable low 
base bids and selection by the City based on past performance of work.
 
The City of Kirksville reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive all informalities in the bids.  No bids may 
be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days subsequent to the specified time for receipt of bids.

AGRI-BUSINESS
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SHOP THE MARKETPLACE 
IN PRINT OR ONLINE!

WE MAKE IT SO EASY TO 
SELL YOUR STUFF AND

Kirksville Daily Express

DEADLINES: 2 Days prior at noon Display:

Make some 
cash!Make some 
cash!
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Call us for all your advertising 
needs. 660-665-2808.

40 YEARS THIS YEAR - we
have to be something
right. Call for quote or any
house new or used, double
and single. 573-657-2176.
amegamobilehomes.com

Mobile Homes For Sale
REAL ESTATE SALES

KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS ADS 
SELL! Call for more information and 
specials. 660-665-2808.

DIRT WORK All types of
excavation, reclaiming
overgrown fields, includ-
ing CRP and WRP. Building
site preparation, creating
new trails and crossings,
Food plot development
and maintenance. Leveling
and grading, wetland con-
struction and mainte-
nance. Pond and lake
cleaning and construction.
C a l l  f o r  q u o t e s .
660-342-2701

Split firewood for sale,
Kauffman Repair, 12145
Iceberg Ave, LaPlata, Mo

Chat/Dirt/Gravel
Wood & Accessories SERVICES

Find the stuff you want and sell the stuff you don’t
with  classifieds.

Wanted: 25-20 single shot
ammo for Stevens model
44 rifle. 319-470-8889.

2 single shot 20 gauge
youth model shotguns,
$140.00 each. Cub cadet,
2-engine tractor, modified,
$6000.00 or best offer.
319-470-8889.

Wanted
RECREATIONSports Equipment

Split firewood for sale,
Kauffman Repair, 12145
Iceberg Ave, LaPlata, Mo

Need something? Let us help 
you. You can advertise that 
you are looking for a special 
item.Call 660-665-2808 for 
more information. 

Hospital type electric bed,
head and foot raises, like
new mattress protector
and sheets provided.
660-635-0640

TRIPLE WIDE - moving
stock, awesome price.
573-657-7040.
chateauhomes.net

Miscellaneous
TINY HOMES - Missouri
franchise 573-881-7965.

I BUY...used mobile homes.
Call or text 573-338-6250 or
e m a i l  G r e g S . C D H
@outlook.com.

Hospital type electric bed,
head and foot raises, like
new mattress protector
and sheets provided.
660-635-0640

Furniture Mobile Homes For SaleNOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

For default in payment of the debt secured by a Deed of Trust executed by Kara 
Jo Levery, a single and unmarried person dated May 20, 2022, and recorded on 
May 31, 2022, in the office of the recorder of deeds for Adair County, Missouri, 
Instrument No. 202200001446, Book 1136, Page 498, the undersigned trustee 
will, at the request of the holder of said indebtedness, sell the property below 
described at public auction, to the highest bidder for cash, at the Adair County 
Courthouse, located at 106 W Washington St. # 2, Kirksville, Missouri, on 
Thursday, January 23, 2025, between the hours of 9 o’clock A.M. and 5 o’clock 
P.M. and more particularly at 11:30 AM, for the purpose of satisfying said 
indebtedness and the costs of executing this trust:

All of Lot 9, Block 2, Kirks Village Addition to Kirksville, Adair County, Missouri. 
10 Kirkwood Lane Kirksville

The Sayer Law Group, P.C., Trustee
925 East 4th Street
Waterloo, IA 50703
(319) 234-2530
MO240038

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

For default under the terms of the Deed of Trust executed by JEWEL IVANA 
MCAFEE and, DAKOTA JAMES MCAFEE dated 04/11/2022, recorded on 
04/11/2022, in Book 1133, Page 835 as Instrument No. 202200000942, 
Office of the Recorder of Deeds, Adair County, Missouri. The undersigned 
Successor Trustee, between the hours of 9:00 am and 5:00 pm, will on 
01/16/2025, at 11:00 AM at 106 West Washington Street, Kirksville MO 
63501, sell at public venue to the highest bidder for cash (certified funds 
only) the following real estate:

A PART OF LOT 1 OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 4, TOWN-
SHIP 62. RANGE 15, IN THE CITY OF KIRKSVILLE, MISSOURI, DESCRIBED 
AS BEGINNING AT A POINT 744.1 FEET NORTH AND 177.65 FEET WEST 
OF THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER, THENCE 
NORTH 123 FEET, THENCE WEST 71.5 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 123 FEET, 
THENCE EAST 71.5 FEET TO THE BEGINNING, SAID DESCRIPTION INCLUD-
ING 20 FEET IN MARY STREET ON THE NORTH END THEREOF.

MORE CORRECTLY DESCRIBED AS: PART OF LOT I OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP 62, RANGE 15, IN THE CITY OF 
KIRKSVILLE. ADAIR COUNTY. MISSOURI, DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING AT 
A POINT 744.1 FEET NORTH AND 177.65 FEET WEST OF THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER, THENCE NORTH 123 FEET, 
THENCE WEST 71.5 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 123 FEET. THENCE EAST 71.5 
FEET TO THE BEGINNING, SAID DESCRIPTION INCLUDING 20 FEET IN 
MARY STREET ON THE NORTH END THEREOF.

to satisfy said debt and costs. 

Western Progressive - Missouri, Inc., Successor Trustee, (866)-960-8299, 
may be deemed to be a debt collector and, if so, is attempting to collect a 
debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose. Pursuant to 
the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no information 
concerning the collection of this debt may be given without prior consent of 
the consumer given directly to the debt collector or the express permission 
of a court of competent jurisdiction. 
      

Western Progressive - Missouri, Inc.,
Successor Trustee

(866)-960-8299
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PUZZLE NO. 271

PUZZLE NO. 273

PUZZLE NO. 272

PUZZLE NO. 274

ACROSS
1. Egyptian snake
4. Upper limbs
8. Blemish
12. Also
13. Ooze
14. Mama’s fellow
15. Possessive  

pronoun
16. Financial  

officer
18. Ready the oven
20. Ordinary  

language
21. Footed vase
22. Ballet skirt
23. Salon  

treatments
26. Vegetable 

holder
27. Embroider
30. Gather in
31. Sleepy’s  

roommate

32. Slangy assent
33. On in years
34. By way of
35. Like seawater 

or tears
36. Chilled
38. BPOE member
39. Look hard
41. Neighboring: 

hyph.
45. Possession
47. Seek to  

persuade
48. Kind
49. Fog
50. Misspeak
51. Phase
52. Notable periods 

of time
53. Lay eyes on

DOWN
1. At the peak of
2. Rotten

3. Skin opening
4. Purplish  

flowers
5. Telecast 

again
6. “____ the 

Press”
7. Luxurious 

resort
8. Spew
9. Carnival ride
10. Makes like
11. Occasional
17. Whirled
19. Camel’s  

feature
22. Muscle 

twitch
23. Amateur’s 

opposite
24. Slippery as 

an ____
25. Brightness
26. Large snake

28. Have a bite
29. Child’s question
31. Achieved
32. Babbles
34. Swerve sharply
35. Inclines
37. Oaf
38. Doolittle of  

“My Fair Lady”

39. “____ and 
Lovers”

40. Tease
41. Singe
42. Fleecy females
43. Pierce with  

a drill
44. Time past
46. Ship’s pronoun

ACROSS
1. State further
4. Halt, to a horse
8. Bear’s home
12. Misfortune
13. Beard material
14. Sad sigh
15. Long, skinny 

fish
16. Out of action
17. Cozy places
18. Float aimlessly
20. Eroded
22. Confederates, 

for short
25. Articles
29. Tooth trouble
32. Body of  

knowledge
34. Vote for
35. Certain  

fast-food orders
38. Serving of corn
39. Was in the red

40. Grape drinks
41. ____ rehearsal
43. You ____ what 

you sow
45. Huck’s friend
47. Fellows
51. Skillfully
54. “____ the 

Woods”
57. Period of time
58. Amtrak travel
59. Part of speech
60. Feel ill
61. One of a pair
62. Fidgety
63. Youngster

DOWN
1. Deeply 

impressed
2. Busy person
3. Sandwich spot
4. “The ____ 

Shadow”

5. Once held
6. Black gold
7. Field of study
8. Academy  

student
9. Beerlike brew
10. Family  

vehicle
11. Curvy shape
19. Provided at 

no charge
21. Stadium part
23. Huffed and 

puffed
24. Grave
26. Black-____ 

Susan
27. Insignificant
28. Back talk
29. Served  

perfectly
30. Scorch
31. This place
33. Unmannered

36. Mediocre: hyph.
37. Ogle
42. Method
44. Pain
46. Quarry
48. Shipshape
49. The Stooges, 

e.g.

50. Season
51. Chair part
52. Sheep sound
53. Kindled
55. Agree  

wordlessly
56. Yank

ACROSS
1. Tableland
5. Flows back
9. Handful
12. Arena shape
13. Invalid
14. Historic epoch
15. Monk’s quarters
16. Romantic ones
18. Leg joints
20. Evaluate
21. Shaggy ox
23. Brewing vessel
27. Slip
31. Capture
32. Get an “A” on
33. Clear liquor
35. Aggravate
36. Comes together
39. Least messy
42. Allows to enter
44. Gooey liquid
45. Require
47. Stadiums

51. Provoker
55. Orderly
56. Bill and ____
57. Guitar’s kin
58. Overhanging 

roof part
59. Shipping 

weight
60. Drove over  

the limit
61. Small portion

DOWN
1. Mimic
2. Fifty-fifty
3. Bargain offering
4. Side streets
5. Come to a 

close
6. “Perry Mason” 

star
7. Lamb’s  

comment
8. Blackboards

9. Attorney’s 
charge

10. Botch
11. Had being
17. Nasty
19. Posed for a 

picture
22. Barrel
24. ____ the way
25. Mineral 

resources
26. Printed  

matter
27. ____ Cass
28. Frozen
29. Appear
30. Cherry seed
34. Young bug
37. Dye
38. Robs
40. Small  

quantity
41. Pressed
43. Raise: 2 wds.

46. ____ on (love 
excessively)

48. Put on,  
as clothes

49. Liquid rock
50. Flower support

51. Tread the 
boards

52. Muck
53. Electrified  

particle
54. Ruby-hued

ACROSS
1. Pupil site
5. Catch a 

glimpse of
8. Cigar end
12. ____ and rave
13. Have being
14. Days of ____
15. High flier
16. London brew
17. Fix
18. Not busy
19. Complainer
21. 18-wheeler
24. Scattered
28. New York player
31. Sucker
32. Pond scum
33. Jug handle
34. Navajo or Sioux
36. Can material
37. ____ diver
39. Pave
40. Farm pen

41. Page
42. Chip in chips
44. Direction left  

of north
46. Rebel against
50. Stop, to Dobbin
53. Hurt
55. Festive party
56. Lunch period
57. Infant’s sound
58. By any chance
59. Fairy-tale villain
60. Hill insect
61. ____ Sea  

Scrolls

DOWN
1. Bothers
2. Train track
3. ____ thin air
4. Simmers
5. Took a load off
6. Rain, e.g.
7. Time measure

8. Sign
9. Part of a foot
10. Large vase
11. Fourposter
20. Affirm
22. Landed  

property
23. Damage
25. Comics
26. Give forth
27. Disclaim
28. Untidiness
29. To ____ his 

own
30. Actual
35. Outlaw
38. Word of 

warning
43. Approached
45. Epic
47. Roof  

projection
48. Dog’s  

hounder

49. House  
surroundings

50. Which person?

51. Pig
52. “____ Town”
54. Fate
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PUZZLE NO. 275

PUZZLE NO. 277

PUZZLE NO. 276

PUZZLE NO. 278

ACROSS
1. Jump
4. Choice word
8. Hit sharply
12. Hot temper
13. Harness strap
14. Clock cycle
15. Ocean’s  

shoreline
17. Small bit
18. Kooky
19. Give a job to
21. Signal
24. Half of a bikini
25. Not theirs
26. Restoration
31. Appoint
32. Covered up
33. No part
34. Cleaning  

utensil
36. Be stuck (on)
37. Seeded loaf

38. Autumn  
beverage

39. Place of  
learning

43. Devotee
44. Skinny
45. Necessitate
50. British title
51. Weather word
52. Christmas drink
53. Hunted animal
54. Memo error
55. Kennel  

occupant

DOWN
1. Towel  

monogram
2. Valuable dirt
3. ____ soup 

(dense fog)
4. Wear down
5. Clue

6. Family  
member, for 
short

7. Enrolled
8. Transport
9. Fleece
10. Car
11. Cafeteria 

item
16. Old-time 

girdle
20. Game piece
21. Affectionate
22. Hawaiian 

gala
23. “A Farewell 

to ____”
24. Pickling  

solution
27. Finale
28. Knock on 

____
29. Contribute a 

share

30. Look  
suggestively

32. Barn area
35. Major-leaguer
38. Egyptian  

capital
39. Phase
40. Blacken
41. “Spenser:  

For ____”

42. Lone
43. Somersault
46. Small gulf
47. Abbott ____ 

Costello
48. Moreover
49. Easter edible

ACROSS
1. Come to a halt
5. Stags and bucks
8. Slaps
12. Layers
13. Be indebted to
14. Feel a dull pain
15. Expanded
17. Garden produce
18. Fur wrap
19. Ironies
21. Indication of 

future events
23. Young bug
24. Beg
26. Carry with 

effort
28. Dads
32. Eating regimen
34. “____ Without 

My Daughter”
36. Dress for Caesar
37. Play a lute
39. Hair accessory

41. Plant
42. Inexperienced
44. Senses
46. Wreck
50. Horse’s sound
53. Fence bar
54. Look like
56. Florida Key, e.g.
57. Gal of song
58. Purple fruit
59. Dogs and  

gerbils
60. Old pronoun
61. Golfers’ pegs

DOWN
1. “____ Got a 

Way”
2. Kind of  

caterpillar
3. Bystander
4. Biblical song
5. Sty resident
6. Female sheep

7. Four-door 
auto

8. Environment
9. Cake froster
10. “How do I 

love ____?”
11. Tennis-game 

divisions
16. Folk dance
20. Topple  

sideways
22. Convent 

occupant
24. Some are 

personal
25. Command  

to Fido
27. Clump
29. Feasible
30. In the past
31. Witnessed
33. “Teenage 

Mutant Ninja 
____”

35. Haul
38. Disfigure
40. Sangria  

ingredient
43. Most  

unsatisfactory
45. Attract
46. Fall in droplets
47. Lighten

48. Fine sand
49. Slangy  

affirmative
51. Sticky  

substance
52. Does a tailor’s 

job
55. Stallone’s  

nickname

ACROSS
1. Lady’s shoe
5. Suitable
8. Rotate
12. ____ Minor
13. Crude
14. Hue
15. Octopus’s arm
17. Boats like 

Noah’s
18. Proclamation
19. Spookiest
21. Market
23. Place of retreat
24. Dryer setting
26. Dessert pastry
28. Not as many
32. Broadcasts
34. Summer color
36. Where to buy 

pastrami
37. Slicker
39. Rodent

41. Stereo  
component

42. Cavity
44. Majority
46. Shower staple
50. Lightweight 

wood
53. Snatched  

violently
54. Scrape
56. Unlatch
57. Pigeon’s cry
58. Bad mood
59. Type of moss
60. Cut down
61. Stare rudely at

DOWN
1. Head
2. Employed
3. Government 

department
4. Mend
5. Circle part

6. Wan
7. Blazer  

material
8. Discolored
9. Skin hole
10. Signs
11. Cozy spot
16. Above
20. Ump’s kin
22. Hole
24. Contains
25. Olive ____
27. Jug handle
29. Wimp
30. Nightmare 

street of film
31. Mr. Van 

Winkle
33. Section
35. Catch
38. Music of Ice 

Cube
40. Brass  

instrument

43. Make eggs,  
in a way

45. Rodeo rope
46. Cease to go
47. Expectation
48. Designated 

space

49. Wind  
instrument

51. Loam
52. Initial wager
55. Argument

ACROSS
1. Jest
5. ____ bad to 

worse
9. Entirety
12. Spirited
13. Phone wire
14. Distinct period
15. Drat!
16. Grape drinks
17. Hill-building 

insect
18. Firstborn
20. Pale gray
22. Plant again
25. Tramp
28. Rub out
31. Covered  

decoratively
33. Atmosphere
34. Fabric colorers
36. In the dumps
37. Misting device
39. Imitators

41. Golf-ball props
42. Put on hold
44. Use snow  

runners
46. Come into view
50. Speck
52. Canaveral or 

Horn
55. Jack’s tote
56. Have being
57. Ogler
58. Strays
59. Rose plot
60. Animals’ lairs
61. Take out, in 

printing

DOWN
1. Green mineral
2. Almost round
3. Nice
4. Border trimmers
5. Bad tires
6. Stamp out

7. ____ and only
8. Small plateau
9. Ocean  

stallion: 2 wds.
10. Coffee  

container
11. Gym pad
19. Filthy
21. “____-Devil”
23. Met musical
24. Armed  

conflict
26. Withstand
27. Gambling 

numbers
28. New England 

coast
29. Mellow
30. Detained
32. Biblical song
35. Up to this 

time
38. Solicit
40. Chirped

43. Pilsner and 
lager

45. Cooled
47. Unusual
48. Young lady
49. You’re  

something ____!

50. Pat gently
51. Crude copper
53. Nautical 

response
54. Cage
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PUZZLE NO. 1014

How to play:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column  
and every 3x3 box contains the numbers  
1 through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. 
You already have a few numbers to get you started. 
Remember: you must not repeat the numbers  
1 through 9 in the same line, column or 3x3 box.
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column  
and every 3x3 box contains the numbers  
1 through 9 only once.
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Remember: you must not repeat the numbers  
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Remember: you must not repeat the numbers  
1 through 9 in the same line, column or 3x3 box.
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By Kirksville Police 
Department

Kirksville police are 
attempting to locate a 
missing person, Luciano 
Trujillo, 55. On Monday, 
Dec. 30, Kirksville police 
were contacted by Trujil-
lo’s family after he had 
not arrived at work in the 
1700 block of North Balti-
more Street. Trujillo was 
last seen around 7 a.m. on 
Dec. 30 when he left a res-
idence on foot on Meadow-
crest Drive in Kirksville.

Trujillo is a Hispanic 
male, approximately 5-foot-
4, 170 pounds, with black 
hair and brown eyes. Tru-
jillo was last seen wearing 
a light grey shirt and jeans. 
Trujillo is depicted in the 
attached photo.

Anyone with informa-
tion about Luciano Trujil-
lo’s location is encouraged 
to contact the Kirksville 
Police Department at 660-

785-6945, anonymously at 
660-627-BUST (2878), or 
email police@kirksvillec-
ity.com.

Police on Monday said 
they don’t believe Trujillo 
is in any danger, but they 
do need to find him.

Kirksville Police 
looking for 
missing person

Luciano Trujillo

By Timothy M. Polley 
La Plata Police Chaplain

As the chaplain for the city 
of La Plata Police Depart-
ment, here is the end of the 
year report as your chaplain.

1. Our Stuff the Cruiser 
was a success with a full po-
lice car full of food donated 
to the La Plata Food Pantry.

2. Our Pink Patch Project 
raised and donated $805 to 
the Inspire Hope Campaign 
through the Hannibal Re-
gional Medical Center. In-
spire Hope helps people in 
our area get to their out-of-
town radiation appointments.

3. Condolence cards on 
behalf of the La Plata Po-
lice Department were sent 
to Missouri police agencies 
that had line of duty deaths 
occur in their department.

4. I arranged a wreath 
laying ceremony on the 
grave of a fallen Kirksville 

police officer during Po-
lice Memorial Week 2024.

5. I have done a few pa-
trols: All have been with 
Mark Henderson.

Thank you for allowing 
me to continue to serve the 
La Plata Police Depart-
ment and Community.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Timothy M. Polley BA, 

MDIV, Certified Police Chap-
lain (International Confer-
ence of Police Chaplains).

Pastor. First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) 

Kirksville.

La Plata police 
chaplain issues 
year end report
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The Next-Gen Perspective
“As an economist, one 

of the most challenging 
parts of my job is to find 
“good news” to share with 
the truth. It is a service 
to be truthful, but not fun 
to report that net farm in-
come was down last year, 
it is down this year, and 
it is projected to be down 
again next year,” Danyelle 
shared. “I am fulfilled 
knowing that when I ana-
lyze the bigger picture of 
agriculture and translate it 
into a shareable story, that 
information can help initi-
ate the changes that move 
the industry forward. I am 

helping to create the bridge 
that connects producers, 
industry, and consumers.”

Danyelle believes that 
agricultural education op-
portunities are the best 
way to encourage the next 
generation to join the ag-
ricultural workforce. “It 
is harder and harder for 
young people to want to 
join agriculture’s big bat-
tles. Agriculture education 
through FFA, internships, 
and higher education are 
great programs that will 
give young people the time 
and opportunities to fur-
ther develop their passion 
for the industry,” Danyelle 
said. “If they have the 
chance to develop a pas-
sion, they will be ready to 
join the battle.”

Danyelle’s husband, Con-
ner, works full-time on his 
family’s livestock and row 
crop farm. The couple is 
growing in agriculture to-
gether as they build their 
own farm business back-
grounding feeder cattle, 
raising replacement heifers, 
producing hay, and growing 
row crops. The couple are 
members of Missouri Farm 
Bureau, a partner of Mis-
souri Farmers Care.

Agri-Ready Designated 
Macon County

According to the 2021 
Missouri Economic Contri-
bution of Agriculture and 
Forestry Study, agriculture 
creates $225.5 million in 
value-added products, sup-
ports nearly 3,500 jobs, and 

generates $248.5 million 
in household income to the 
economy of #Agri-Ready 
Designated Macon County. 
According to the 2022 Cen-
sus of Agriculture conduct-
ed by the USDA National 
Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice (NASS), crops, such as 
the grains grown and sold 
by the Chinn family, ac-
count for 70 percent of the 
county’s agricultural sales.

Macon County is one of 
more than 70 Agri-Ready 
Designated Counties in 
Missouri, all of which em-
brace agricultural oppor-
tunity, literacy, and eco-
nomic development. The 
Agri-Ready County Desig-
nation program connects 
counties with Missouri 
Farmers Care to promote 

and protect agriculture 
and secure it as a thriving 
component in our state’s 
economic future. Missouri 
Farmers Care is a joint ef-
fort by Missouri’s farming 

and agriculture commu-
nity to stand together for 
the men and women who 
provide the food and jobs 
on which our communities 
depend.

CHINN 
Continued from Page A1

ART 
Continued from Page A1

She recently spent several days in St. 
Louis studying with Gwyneth Thomp-
son-Briggs, a contemporary sacred artist 
whose work can be found in churches, 
schools and private homes throughout the 
Americas and Europe.

“I learned a lot about the sharpness in 
painting and when to make lines crisp 
and blurry,” said Barton. “The human eye 
can’t process a lot of sharp lines at once.”

Barton’s parents like the flexibility of on-
line learning — two of her sisters are also 
Missouri Connections Academy students.

“Rachel, Sarah’s younger sister, is start-
ing calculus after Christmas (and she’s 
14!),” the parents said. “This would not be 
possible — the freedom to advance at one’s 
own pace — in a traditional learning space.”

Her father added, “Of course it’s the 
job of any father to talk-up the talents of 
his children but, in this case, the crafts-

manship of her work speaks entirely for 
itself. It is truly astonishing, especially 
considering that her mother and I lack 
the slightest measure of artistic talent!”

A Sarah Barton painting.

STORM 
Continued from Page A1

On Friday, Jan. 3, The 
National Weather Service 
warned of Missouri’s first 
major snow event across 
the state, a warning that 
included impossible travel 
conditions and the poten-
tial for tree damage and 
power outages due to ice.

“The Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation is 
advising travelers to avoid 
traveling during the winter 
storm,” stated a statement 
from MoDOT.

MoDOT also warned 
of expected bitterly cold 
temperatures on Monday, 

which limit the effective-
ness of chemical treat-
ments on the roads, and 
urged travelers to use 
extra caution during and 
after the precipitation: 
“Slow down for the condi-
tions, buckle up, and avoid 
distractions such as using 
a handheld device while 
driving — it’s the law,” 
officials stated in a press 
release.

On Friday, Kirksville 
city officials declared a 
Snow Emergency to begin 
at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 
4.

“All vehicles parked on 
designated Snow Emer-
gency Routes, including 
streets in the downtown, 

must be moved by then,” 
city officials stated in a 
press release. “Vehicles not 
moved by then are subject 
to being ticketed and/or 
towed.”

On Saturday, Jan. 4, Mo-
DOT issued an alert that 
driving conditions had de-
teriorated in western Mis-
souri Saturday as winter 
precipitation pushed east, 
and urged drivers to avoid 
travel throughout the du-
ration of the winter storm.

The National Weath-
er Service upgraded the 
storm warning to a blizzard 
warning for the northwest-
ern and west central ar-
eas of the state, effective 
3 a.m. Sunday morning, a 

warning that was in addi-
tion to the ongoing winter 
storm warning across the 
state, which was bringing 
a full mix of winter weath-
er, including heavy snow, 
sleet, freezing rain and ice 
across most of Missouri.

“The Missouri State 
Highway Patrol is actively 
responding to numerous 
crashes and slide-offs in 
impacted areas,” MoDOT 
officials wrote.

According to MoDOT 
officials, the precipitation 
started as freezing rain as 
it entered the state Satur-
day afternoon in the Kan-
sas City area. Forecasts 
were calling for snowfall 
totals potentially reaching 
more than a foot in north-
ern areas, and ice accumu-
lation causing tree damage 
and power outages in other 
parts of the state.

“Travel will be ‘impos-
sible,’” MoDOT officials 
wrote, quoting The Nation-
al Weather Service.

Across the state, Mo-
DOT had approximately 
1,500 snow trucks oper-
ating with crews working 

12-hour shifts until roads 
were mostly clear. Mo-
DOT worked with the State 
Emergency Management 
Agency, which was active-
ly coordinating response 
from the State Emergency 
Operations Center. Gov. 
Mike Parson’s executive 
order activated the Missou-
ri National Guard to assist 
with response efforts.

On Sunday, Jan. 5, Mo-
DOT continued to urge 
drivers to continue to avoid 
traveling on the weath-
er-impacted roads through 
Monday.

“As the snowfall ex-
its Missouri on Monday, 
crews will continue to 
battle the winter weather 
and its impacts,” MoDOT 
officials wrote in a press 
release. “Wind gusts and 
blowing snow will contin-
ue to limit visibility and 
drift powdery snow back 
onto roadways. With the 
bitterly cold temperatures 
and cloud cover Monday, 
heavy snowfall amounts 
and frozen precipitation on 
the roads will take longer 
to clear.”

Kirksville city officials 
reminded residents to pro-
tect their private water ser-
vice lines, water meters 
and pipes in their homes 
from freezing.

“City crews will only re-
spond to breaks in water 
mains,” city officials wrote 
in a press release. “City 
crews will not respond to 
or work on any private wa-
ter service lines beyond 
the curb stop box that are 
frozen.”

City officials suggested 
that residents winterize 
their water meter to pre-
vent freezing and breaking 
and to make sure they had 
a tight-fitting lid on their 
water meter pit.

“You may also fill the 
meter pit with fiberglass 
insulation, especially if 
the meter pit lid doesn’t fit 
well,” city officials wrote. 
“As a reminder, if your 
water meter freezes, the 
property owner or tenant 
is responsible for replacing 
and/or repairing it.”

The Snow Emergency 
was rescinded at 11:07 a.m. 
on Monday.
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Courtesy of Truman Athletics

Truman State University named Kel-
len Nesbitt as the next head football 
coach of the Bulldogs, removing the 
interim tag following an 8-4 season.

The 2024 Bulldogs won eight of their 
last nine games, including a 29-10 win 
in the America’s Crossroads Bowl 
in December. It’s the fifth-straight 
season with eight or more wins by a 
Bulldog program, which is the longest 
streak of football at the university.

The Bulldogs ranked first or second 
in the GLVC in 18 different statistical 
metrics. They led all of Division II in 
the fewest penalties per game, second 
in punt returns, and fourth down con-
version percentage.

Thirteen players were selected to 
the all-Great Lakes Valley Conference 
team with receiver Jackson Overton 
named the league’s Freshman of the 
Year. Four Bulldogs were selected 
to the first-team all-GLVC while two 
players, Jake Closser and Dylan Hair, 
earned GLVC Player of the Week 
awards during the season.

Closser set a school record in sin-
gle-season punt return average with 22.1 
on 16 returns and two touchdowns, includ-
ing a single-game record 86-yard scoring 
return in the regular season finale.

Hair tied for second in single-season 
touchdown passes with 25 and threw 
for the most yards by a Bulldog quar-

terback in 17 seasons with 2,360 yards 
as a sophomore. Overton nabbed 10 
touchdown receptions, falling one off 
the school record for a season.

On the ground, Denim Cook eclipsed 
1,000 rushing yards on the year with 
1,122 yards and 12 touchdowns while 
Hair added over 500 yards rushing 
and four scores.

On the defensive side, the Bulldogs 
found their swagger as the season pro-
gressed. After the first three games, 
the unit had allowed 424 yards per 
game but by the end of the season, 
opposing offensives managed just over 
300 yards per outing while scoring 
only two touchdowns in the final four 
games of the season.

Nesbitt was promoted to interim 
head coach in February following the 
retirement of his father, Gregg, after 
spending the previous 14 seasons as the 
Bulldogs defensive coordinator. Nesbitt 
is the 23rd head coach in the program’s 
history spanning 118 seasons.

He coached from 2007-2009 at his 
alma mater, the University of Central 
Missouri as defensive backs coach. 
Nesbitt was a four-year letterwinner for 
the Mules with over 120 career tackles. 
He was the Special Teams Player of the 
Year in 2004 and earned the school’s 
Markey Football Scholarship in 2006.

Kellen and his wife Audrey reside in 
Kirksville with their two boys, Blake 
and Bryce.

Kellen Nesbitt, Bulldogs 
officially put pen to paper

Kellen Nesbitt was officially named head coach of the Truman State University 
football team. He coached his first season as an interim. In this photo from his 
debut as interim head coach, he looks on as freshman receiver Kel Battle reels 
in a pass versus Findlay (Ohio). DAILY EXPRESS FILE PHOTO

Courtesy of Truman Athletics

Truman State University 
has selected Signe Coombs 
as the school’s next direc-
tor of athletics.

Coombs was selected 
following a nationwide 
search. A former Division 
I student-athlete, she also 
brings experience as a col-
legiate coach and athletic 
administrator. She current-
ly serves as the senior as-
sociate director of athletics 
and senior woman admin-
istrator at Georgia South-
western State University.

“Not only does Signe have 
a wealth of experience in 
athletics, she has the integ-
rity, energy and focus that 
aligns perfectly with our 
program,” said University 
President Susan L. Thom-
as. “Truman Athletics has 
much of which to be proud, 
and with Signe, we will be-
come an even greater force 
in Division II athletics.”

In her most recent role 
at GSW, Coombs was 
tasked with directing and 
coordinating internal and 
external operations that 
included compliance, stu-
dent-athlete academic ser-
vices, sport and personnel 
oversight, fundraising, 
and campus and commu-
nity partnerships. During 
Coombs’s leadership, the 
GSW HERricane women’s 
sports initiative launched 
to empower female stu-
dent-athletes through per-
sonal and professional de-
velopment opportunities. 
The programming has 
since grown to serve all 
GSW student-athletes, lo-
cal youth and Sumter Coun-
ty organizations to provide 
comprehensive education 
focused on overall well-be-

ing. Under her guidance, 
student-athletes also have 
record-setting academic 
performance streaks, and 
several athletic programs 
have experienced unprec-
edented competition suc-
cess. With more than 4,000 
community service hours 
logged per year through 
the NCAA TeamWorks 
competition implemented 
by HelperHelper, the de-
partment has ranked No. 1 
in the country twice in the 
last four years and ranked 
in the top five since 2019.

During Coombs’s tenure, 
GSW’s athletics has also 
seen corporate partnerships 
increase more than 100 per-
cent, revitalization of the 
booster club, implementa-
tion of premier courtside 
seating, growth in signature 
fundraising events, and se-
cured funding for signifi-
cant capital improvements.

“My family and I are 
thrilled to be joining the 
Truman family and back 

in the remarkable GLVC. 
I am extremely grateful to 
President Thomas and the 
search committee for af-
fording me the opportunity 
to serve as the next direc-
tor of athletics,” Coombs 
said. “Truman’s reputation 
as a premier public insti-
tution devoted to student 
opportunities, experiences 
and achievements is not 
only reinforced through 
the Department of Ath-
letics, but also aligned 
with my values. I am ea-
ger to engage with our 
student-athletes, coaches, 
staff, faculty, campus and 
community partners, alum-
ni, and fans to build upon 
the tradition of excellence 
and prioritize providing 
a transformational stu-
dent-athlete experience.”

Coombs involvement with 
college athletics started 
at the University of Iowa 
where she earned a Bach-
elor of Liberal Arts degree 
in communication studies 

and was a Big Ten All-Aca-
demic selection while com-
peting for the Hawkeyes 
volleyball team. She also 
has a Master of Applied Sci-
ence in sports and fitness 
management from Missouri 
Western State University.

On the coaching side, 
Coombs led the Iowa Rock-
ets volleyball club for 
four seasons, guiding the 
16-and-under team to the 
Amateur Athletics Union 
(AAU) national champion-
ship in 2011. She began her 
collegiate career as an as-
sistant at Missouri S&T in 
2012 where the Miners won 
the Great Lakes Valley Con-
ference West Division title, 
five players were named 
all-conference and had the 
GLVC Freshman of the Year 
selection. While earning her 
master’s degree, Coombs 
served as an assistant coach 
for the Griffons, helping 
the team reach back-to-back 
20-win seasons for the first 
time in nearly two decades, 

and producing 16 All-MIAA 
selections, an AVCA First 
Team All-American, and 
two Academic All-Ameri-
can selections.

Missouri Western is 
where Coombs also began 
her administrative career, 
as the assistant athletic 
director for academic ser-
vices and senior woman 
administrator, and later as 
the interim athletic compli-
ance director. Coombs also 
served as a sport adminis-
trator, led the department 
to the highest cumulative 
GPA on record, and collab-
orated with and advised the 
Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee (SAAC) to se-
cure their highest annu-
al fundraising to grant a 
wish through the Make-a-
Wish Foundation. During 
her time at Oklahoma Pan-
handle State University, 
Coombs was an academic 
resource coordinator be-
fore serving as the head 
volleyball coach and ath-

letics compliance coordina-
tor. Coombs culminated the 
season accruing the highest 
number of wins and reach-
ing the postseason for the 
first time in OPSU recorded 
history, while leading the 
team to the community en-
gagement award.

Coombs will begin her 
duties at Truman Feb. 1.

Coombs to be Truman’s next Athletic Director

Truman State University has 
hired Signe Coombs as its 
Director of Athletics. Jerry 
Wollmering stepped down 
earlier in the year, and 
his official tenure ended 
mid-November. COURTESY 
OF TRUMAN ATHLETICS

By Henry Janssen
Daily Express

Kirksville had no trouble with the Owls at 
home on Friday afternoon, winning 56-24. The 
Tigers led 52-16 entering the fourth quarter, 
and the entire final period was played with a 
running-clock. The Tigers led 30-12 at the half.

“We’re still stacking days one at a time (of 
improvement),” Kirksville coach Nick Totta 
said. “It was good for us to get a lot of players 
involved.”

Senior Paishynce Fouts finished with a game-
high 19 points. Freshman Eva Danielson scored 12 
and fellow freshman Macey Lehmann posted 10.

Marshall was just coming off of a victory 
versus Fulton two games ago, who the Tigers 
defeated by one point in dramatic fashion in 
their final game before Christmas.

The Tigers improve to 6-3 and the loss pushes 
Marshall to 3-7.

Kirksville won’t play again until the High-
land tournament, weather pending. They travel 
to face Palmyra on Jan. 14.

“We still need to work on scoring in transition 
and our half-court defense,” Totta said. “Even 
just based on today’s game we saw those things, 
but we’re getting better at communicating.”

Lady Tigers rout Marshall to 
improve to 3-0 in conference

Kirksville freshman Josiane Diandunda 
converts at the rim in Friday’s victory versus 
Marshall. The Tigers led by a significant enough 
amount throughout the second half for Kirks-
ville coach Nick Totta to get all of his reserves in 
the game. HENRY JANSSEN/DAILY EXPRESS

By Henry Janssen
Daily Express

After a trip to play a pair of neutral site 
games in Kansas City (Mo.), the Tigers won 
handily in their return to their home court 
on Friday. They defeated Marshall, 70-42, to 
improve to 7-2 overall and 2-1 in NCMC play.

The Owls fall to 4-5 overall and 1-3 within 
the conference.

Kirksville jumped out to a 19-14 lead after 
one quarter of play and took a 35-23 lead into 
the halftime break. The Tigers honed in defen-
sively in the second half to extend their lead.

Marshall’s guard play allowed them to get 
clean looks, but the Owls failed to convert 
those opportunities far too often to remain 
in the game.

“They did a good job against our press 
early,” Kirksville coach Tyler Martin said 
about Marshall. “We maybe had a little bit of 
a Kansas City hangover, but we made some 
good adjustments to keep the ball out of their 
best players’ hands as much as we could.”

In terms of Kirksville’s scoring, senior 
Cole Kelly led all with 24 points. Fellow se-

niors Carter Pinkerton and Jace Kent had 12 
points apiece. Juniors Kyle White and Logan 
Martin both scored seven.

The Tigers held Marshall’s likely all-con-
ference player Brody Kueker to just 10. He 
was scoreless in the second half.

“We’ve got a lot of guys doing a lot of dif-
ferent good things right now,” Martin said. 
“As coaches we have some tough decisions 
moving forward. It’s a good dilemma to have.”

Kirksville plays again in the Highland 
tournament with dates and times yet to be 
assigned. The Tigers’ next non-tournament 
game scheduled is at Palmyra on Jan. 14.

Kirksville cruises 
past Marshall in 
return to Tiger Gym

Senior Kirksville guard Carson Kelly attacks 
the rim in Friday’s blowout win versus  
Marshall. HENRY JANSSEN/DAILY EXPRESS
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Kirksville Area

Faith Lutheran Church
1820 S. Baltimore, Baltimore & LaHarpe
David Lukefahr, Pastor
7:30 a.m. The Lutheran Hour KLTE
8:15 a.m. Worship Service Peace, Milan
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study Faith
9:00 a.m. Sunday School Faith
10:15 a.m. Worship Service Faith
10:00 p.m. Issues, Etc. 107.9 KLTE
www.faithkirksville.org
Hamilton Street Baptist Church
802 W. Hamilton
Pastor Tim Ingle
9:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
10:15 a.m. Worship Service
www.hamiltonstreet.org
Rehoboth Baptist Church
100 Pfeiffer Rd.
Curtis Ferguson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
rbchurch.net • 660-665-7577
First Presbyterian Church (USA)
201 S. High at McPherson
Communion 1st Sunday
9:30 a.m. Morning Worship.
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time.
11:00 a.m. Church School/all ages
5:30 p.m. College Fellowship
Kirksville Church of Christ
110 Pfeiffer Ave.
Elders/Pastors: Dan Green,
Dean Hansen
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship
Weds 6:30p.m. Bible Study
www.kvcoc.org
First Baptist Church
207 E. Washington
Jason Marlin, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible Study for all ages
10:45 a.m. Worship & Kidz Worship
firstbaptistkirksville.com
Faith United Methodist Church
1602 E. Illinois
Pastor: Joshua Ritzheimer
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Southside Baptist Church
1010 W. Burton
Pastor: Aaron Rodgerson
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preaching
6.30 p.m. Evening Service
First Church of God
2900 S. Halliburton
Tiffany and Michael Vincent
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
www.firstchurchoflove.com
Central Church of Christ
2010 S. Halliburton
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 am. Worship Service
Faith Baptist Church
502 N. Florence
Pastor: Brandon Rhea 
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
12:30 p.m. Noon Lunch
The Crossing Church
810 E. Shepherd Ave.
9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Sunday Service
www.thecrossing.net
Grace Community Bible Church
1501 E. Northtown Rd.
Benjamin Jorden, Pastor
Affiliated with the Evangelical Free
Church of America
9:30 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
12 p.m., 5 p.m., 6 p.m. Small groups
KirksvilleGCBC@gmail.com
www.KirksvilleGCBC.com • 
660.665.1615
First United Methodist Church
300 E. Washington
Pastor: Choongho Kwon
9:30 a.m. Worship In Person & Online
kvumc.org
Pure Air Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
TBA Bible Study
Church of God of Prophecy
807 Benton Way
Pastor: Rob Linhart
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Evening Service
Fellowship Baptist Church
1701 S. Jamison St., Kirksville
Larry Gibson, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
fbck@sbcglobal.net
www.fellowshipbc.org • 660-665-0633
Yarrow Methodist Church
Highway N., Yarrow
Pastor David Stuckey
10:00 a.m. Sunday Services
Mary Immaculate Catholic Church
Weekday Masses: Tuesday: 5:30 p.m.
Wed.& Friday: 7 a.m. Thursday: 8 a.m.
Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Catholic Newman Center
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Sunday
7:00 a.m. Monday
9:00 p.m. Wednesday
Union Temple Church 
Southwest of Kirksville
Alan Coonfield, Pastor
Every Sunday Evening
5-5:30 p.m. Bible Study
5:30-6:30 p.m. Church Service
Sugar Creek Baptist Church
5 mi South on Hwy 3
Pastor, Virgil K. Jones
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hazel Creek Primitive Baptist Church
2 mi. W. Greentop on Rt. K then 1/2 
mi. S.
Elder Dillion Thurman, minister
Services on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
10:30 a.m. Song Service
11:00 a.m. Preaching
Meadow Brook  
Christian Church
602 E. Washington
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 Morning Worship
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church
Novinger, Mo.
7:30 a.m. Sunday
Life Church of Kirksville
112 W. Potter
Jeremy Pingle, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Service
Community Presbyterian Church
210 N. Owensby, LaPlata, Mo
Pastor Rev Jeff Carter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Service
Cornerstone Church
1702 N Elson St Kirksville, MO
Jeremy Broach, Senior Pastor
Chad Stearman, Associate Pastor
Sunday 10 am - Morning Worship
Wednesday 6:30 pm-8 pm Family Minis-
try Night
www.cornerstonechurch.faith
Countryside Christian Church
S. Boundary St. Rt. H, Troy Mills
Preacher, Harold R. Engel
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Bible Study
www.countrysidekv.com
Gifford Christian Church
Minister: Darren Potter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Lake Road Chapel
22963 Potter Trail
Pastors: Andrew Turner, 
Andy Thompson
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
Service
www.lakeroadchapel.org
Church of God (Holiness)
1601 N. Elson
Pastor Ralph E. Wheeler, Jr.
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
New Hope  
Evangelical Church
620 Steer Creek Way
9:30 - 10:20 a.m. Bible Class
10:20 - 10:30 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Sean Killin, Pastor
816-351-0623
Jim Maxey, Calling Pastor
660-665-6949 or 660-216-4183
First Assembly of God
2401 S. High St., Kirksville
Shawn Meintz, Pastor
Sundays:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Wednesdays:
6:30 p.m. Family Night
www.kirksvillefirst.org
info@kirksvillefirst.org
First Liberty Full Gospel
1302 E. Filmore
Rev. Fred Baker, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Novinger Baptist Church
Highway 6 & 149
Rev. Darrell Crooks, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)
High & Harrison
Timothy Polley, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter Day Saints
2000 E. Normal
Kirksville First Ward Bishop John Grider
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sunday Services
Kirksville Second Ward Bishop Isaac Ison
9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Sunday Services

Trinity Episcopal Church
124 N. Mulanix
Rev. Amy L. Fallon, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Seventh Day  
Adventist Church
1301 N. Elson
Kent Dunwoody, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sabbath School (Saturday)
11:00 a.m. Worship Service (Saturday)
Fellowship Dinner on 4th Saturday.
712-541-4675
United Methodist Church
Brashear Charge, Brashear
Lay Minister, Nancy Douglas
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Singspiration - 1st Sunday
Willow Bend Association East 
Center Community Church
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Illinois Bend Community Church
Highway 3
Pastor Terry Hunsaker
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
660-349-0052
Baring Community Church
11:00 a.m. Worship.
Downing Christian Church
430 E. Prime Street
Minister Walker Franke
Associate Minister Larry Smith
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Service
660-379-2329
Willow Bend Church
Find Us on Facebook for Event 
Schedule
New Hope Methodist  
Reformed 
Church - Millard
9:15 a.m. Bible Stud
10:00 a.m. Worship
Greentop Community Church
Highway K, Greentop, Mo.
Pastor: Lynae McFarland
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Trinity United  
Fellowship Church
Pastor: Josh Botello
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
660-626-4446
Lancaster United  
Methodist Church
Pastor: Joshua Ritzheimer
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Shekinah Mennonite Church
15981 Blueberry Way, Kirksville
John Mark Miller, Pastor Roger Berry
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. 2nd Sunday - hymn sing
6:00 p.m. 4th Sunday of month Topic
Bethel Community Church
12 miles NE of Kirksville on Rt. T
Marvin Cross, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Kid’s Klub/Youth Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship.
Lancaster Baptist Church
Southeast Side of Square, Lancaster
Lonnie Johnson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Grace Bible  
Baptist Church
Greencastle, Mo.
Rev. Earl Baker, Pastor
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
5:00 p.m. Evening Service
Winigan Christian Church
Ryan Crist, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
First Baptist Church
Winigan, Winigan, Mo.
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Fairview Baptist Church
53610 Knob Hill Road, Pollock
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
6:00 p.m. Sunday Evening
Bible Missionary Church
508 S. Main St.
Bro. Glenn Kiger, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship

LaPlata Christian Church
Scott McNay, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Queen City Christian Church
Queen City, Mo.
Justin Briney, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible School
10:30 a.m. Communion/worship Hour
United Pentecostal Church
1502 E. Northtown Road
David E. Brown, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
Brashear Community Bible Church
Donny Powell, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
660-323-5305
First Baptist Church of LaPlata
B. J. McAlpin, Pastor
9:00 am “Donut Hole” Fellowship
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Worship
6:00 pm Monday – AWANA
http://laplatafbc.org/
Email: laplatafbc@gmail.com
Hazel Creek Free Will Baptist Church
8 mi. N.W. of Kirksville on Rt. B.
Tim Hodges, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Worthington Baptist Church
Worthington, Mo.
Roger Busnell, Pastor
9.30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
The Salvation Army
1004 W. Gardner
Brian and Michelle Bump, Pastors
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship Service
5:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Queen City First Baptist Church
6th at Washington St.
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
St. John’s Lutheran Church ELCA
North of Queen City go East on Rt. O
Pastor, Bill Iammatteo-Code
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hurdland First Baptist Church
Robert Shobe, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
7:30 p.m. Sun. & Weds. Worship  
and/or Bible Study
Colony Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. 4th Sunday worship
Cornerstone  
Community Church
Meeting at the Fohn Family Center 
404N. Elson
9:30 a.m. Sunday Small Group Bible
Study designed for adults
Locust Hill  
Community Church
Rt. I, Novelty, Mo
William Gaines, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
New Harmony  
Free Will Baptist
3 miles West of Greentop on Rt. K
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
Word Alive!  
Family Church
Hwy 63, Greentop
Pastors: Robert Gange
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship,  
Adult service, Childrens Church
Schuyler County Church  
of Faith
Highway 136 East, Lancaster
Sonny Smyser, Pastor
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Sunday Services
11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday Class
3rd Sunday Fellowship dinner 12 noon
Gospel Outreach Church
209 W. Washington
Norman Keller, Pastor
Gonda Manning, Co pastor
7:00 p.m. Thursday Services
7:00 p.m. Sunday Services
Victory Baptist Church  
Of Greentop
-Meets at the Willmathsville  
Community
Church on Hwy A.
Pastor Joshua Wesley
10:30 a.m. Worship
Union Temple
Pastor Alan Coonfield
Sunday evening worship 
5:00 pm Bible Study
5:30 pm Worship73
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A10 News

By GasBuddy

DALLAS — GasBuddy, a PDI 
company, released its 2025 Fuel 
Price Outlook, forecasting a 
third consecutive year of lower 
gas and diesel prices. The outlook 
highlights key trends in gasoline 
and diesel prices utilizing spe-
cific inputs, potential impacts on 
production, supply and demand 
changes and a change in leader-
ship in Washington.

GasBuddy projects that the 
yearly national average for gas-
oline in 2025 will decline to $3.22 
per gallon, down from $3.33 in 
2024 and significantly below the 
record highs of 2022. This de-
cline represents continued re-

lief for American drivers, but 
comes amid emerging uncer-
tainties surrounding geopolitical 
tensions, potential tariffs and a 
change in energy policies that 
add risk to this year’s forecast.

Highlights from GasBuddy’s 
2025 Fuel Outlook:

• Lowest Monthly Average in 
December: The national average 
price of gasoline is expected to 
hit its lowest point in December, 
averaging $2.89 per gallon for 
the month.

• Springtime Spike: Gas prices 
could peak in April at a monthly 
average of $3.53 per gallon, while 
the daily average could top out as 
high as $3.67 per gallon, driven 
by seasonal increases in demand 

and the change to summer gaso-
line that occurs coast to coast at 
a varied pace.

• Regional Variations: While 
most major U.S. cities will see 
peak gas prices around $4 per 
gallon, West Coast cities such as 
Los Angeles and San Francisco 
could return to the mid-$5 per 
gallon range due to high fuel 
taxes, unique fuel requirements 
and other state mandates.

• Lower Consumer Spend-
ing: Americans are expected to 
spend a combined $410.8 billion 
on gasoline in 2025, an 8 percent 
decrease from 2024’s estimated 
$423.1 billion.

“While declining fuel prices in 
2025 will provide welcome relief 

to American drivers and busi-
nesses, emerging risks could lead 
to increased volatility,” said Pat-
rick De Haan, head of petroleum 
analysis at GasBuddy. “Geopolit-
ical uncertainties, potential dis-
ruptions from extreme weather, 
and policy shifts under the new 
administration could create chal-
lenges for fuel markets. Despite 
this, expanding global refining 

capacity and moderating demand 
are expected to support lower 
prices for most of the year.”

Diesel prices are also forecast 
to decline in 2025, with a pro-
jected yearly national average of 
$3.48 per gallon. This reduction 
will benefit industries dependent 
on diesel, such as freight and ag-
riculture, offering some respite 
from recent cost pressures.

Americans are projected to spend 
over $12 billion less on gasoline 
in 2025 compared to 2024
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