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NEMO Photography

The DuKum Inn

Owners Craig, Chade 
and Gina Shorten

Kirksville’s 
Oldest Bar

Like any good college town, Kirksville knows 
how to throw a party. With thousands of students 
flooding the city between September and June, the 
city’s club scene offers a variety of venues to un-
wind and relax in. Whether it’s to dance, watch a 
football game or to socialize with friends. Kirks-
ville has something for everyone.

The king of the local club scene though, might 
just have to be the DuKum Inn, which has been en-
tertaining guests at the same location since 1938, 
longer than any other nearby saloon. The club has 
been operated by the Shorten family (Craig, Gina 
and Chade — who grew up in the DuKum) since 
1987 and it draws a clientele from an array of dif-
fering backgrounds and generations. It’s a place, 

This family owned bar 
has seen generations of 
Students pass thorugh

Kirk sv i l le’s Nigh t l i fe 
R i va ls the Be s t

The DuKum Inn
Kirksville’s 
Oldest Bar

as the old-timers say, “where the rich man can rub 
elbows with the poor man” A place you can put ev-
erything aside and have a beer and a conversation.

“The history is the biggest attraction,” said 
Craig Shorten. “There’s been so many people pass 
through our doors and there’s not a week goes by 
that somebody hadn’t been here in at least 10 to 20, 
30 and even 40 years. If they get back to Kirksville 
they’re checking out their old haunt, you know, the 
places they used to go.”

With a transient student population, many gen-
erations of families have attended Truman State or 
A.T. Still and have ate and/or drank at the DuKum 
Inn.

Once a man came in with some friends and told 
Chade, “My dad and grandpa drank at this bar.” 
Chade told him, “no” and led him and his friends 
upstairs where the original bar from 1938 (that was 
decommissioned around 2002), is still being used 

C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a g e  7 C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a g e  8
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for special events. She let the man sit at the bar while she chat-
ted with his friends and when they turned around, the man, 
who had already had a few drinks, was crying.

“He was overcome with emotion,” Chade said. “He’s at the 
same place and like, that’s cool. Like you should get to be able 
to do that — you should get to be able to go to med school the 
same place and get to go have those experiences.”

Craig talked about another emotional experience when on 
A.T. Still Founder’s Day in 1988, shortly after he had pur-
chased the bar, a doctor from Indiana in town for his 50th 
reunion, sat at a table drinking a beer, sharing how he had sat 
at that same table 50 years earlier and had not been back since.

“Right then I went, now I know what I got,” Craig said. 
“Now. I understand what I have.”

With so many students having attended Truman State and 
A.T. Still since 1938, the DuKum Inn has provided a memora-
ble experience to thousands and thousands of friends, families 
and visitors.

The DuKum offers its visitors the second best cheeseburger 
in town, though where the best cheeseburger is being served, 
no one knows. They just feel that being second best is very 
acceptable and it’s an honor they relish.

The DuKum features 24 draft beers from brewery’s both 
near and far that include Pale Ales, Stouts, Lagers and Pil-
sners. They have widescreen TVs surrounding the bar so vis-
itors can catch all the sports action from football, basketball, 
baseball and more.

Thursday’s are college nights with different themes every 
week during the school semester and they have trivia nights 
where gift card prizes are given out.

The Dukum Inn is located at 111 S. Elson Street in down-
town Kirksville. They are open on Sunday and Monday from 
2 p.m. to 12 a.m., and Tuesday through Saturday from noon to 
1:30 a.m. Daily grille hours are 5-8:30 p.m.

Featuring the 2nd 
Best Cheeseburger 

in Kirksville
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Where to Party When in 
Downtown Kirksville

Maxwells Wooden Nickel

The Wooden Nickel Restaurant opened in 1990 and 
has become a popular gathering place noted for fine 
food, an extensive wine list, drinks and entertain-
ment. Located at 114 South Elson Street in Kirks-
ville, they’re open from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday with daily lunch and dinner spe-
cials and noon until 9 p.m. on Sunday. Woody’s Bar 
opens at 11 a.m. and serves both food and beverages 
until 1:30 a.m., Monday through Saturday and from 
noon until midnight on Sunday. The specialty of the 
house is Smoked Bar-B-Que Pork Ribs. Prepared in 
our Southern Pride Hickory Smoker. Served Kansas 
City or Cajun style, they’re famous throughout the 
area. 

Maxwell’s (215 W Washington Street) is a bar and 
grill located in Downtown Kirksville. They offer a 
variety of burgers, salads, appetizers, sandwiches, 
beer, and whiskey. They have over 100 different 
beers (16 on draft) and Northeast Missouri’s finest 
selection of whiskeys with over 300 different vari-
eties to choose from. Whiskey Flights start at $10. 
Tuesday is Trivia Night at 6 p.m. (Free to Play); 
Wednesday is $10 Whiskey Flight Night and $10 
Craft Beer Night; Thursday is $0.99 Margaritas All 
Day Starting At 11 a.m. Friday is $5 Select House 
Wines All Day and Saturday is Select Draft Beer 
Specials. Hours of Operation are Tuesday and 
Wednesday (3-9 p.m.), Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
(11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.).

Located at 301 W. McPherosn Street., Club One 
offers a dance floor, stage, backyard patio and bar 
service from 9 p.m. - 1:30 a.m., Friday and Saturday 
nights. Check out their fall event series and dance 
the night away at Club One!

Club One

Don’t Forget 
the Green Bud
Don’t Forget 
the Green Bud

Codes DispensaryCodes Dispensary

Enhance the party with a visit to 
Codes Dispensary where you can 
stock up on flower, pre-rolls, edibiles, 
vaporizers and concentrates. They’re 
located at 120 S. Main Street and 
open Monday-Saturday - 9 a.m. - 10 
p.m. and Sunday - 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

TP’s Office Hurricane 
Haven

The 
Press 
Room

Located at 110 
S. Elson Street

Located at 106 
S. Elson Street

Located at 119 
S. Elson Street
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Local Bands That Are Local Bands That Are 
Out of This WorldOut of This World
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Aaron Russell
Oct. 28: Black Diamond Jubilee, Macon
November 4: VFW, Kirksville
November 11: Black Diamond Jubilee
November 25: Black Diamond Jubilee
December 2: VFW, Kirksville
December 9:  Black Diamond Jubilee

November 10 
LD’s Economy, Mo.

November 18
Legend’s Honky-Tonk 

Grill & Bar
Shelbina, Mo.
December 10

Ethel Community 
Church

Ethel, Mo.

Keota

No Apology Band
Oct. 28  Hootin’ Chicken, Paris, Mo. 
Nov.  4   Hale Hangout, Hale, Mo.

 Nov.  22  LD’s Bar and Grill, Economy
Dec. 16  Avalon Playhouse Bar and Grill, Avalon,

Dec. 23   Hootin’ Chicken, Paris, Mo.
Dec. 30  LD’s Bar and Grill, Economy, Mo. 

Dec. 31  VFW, Kirksville, Mo.

StoneHouse
10/27 LD’s Economy Mo 

10/28 Redds BBQ & Saloon Laurie Mo
11/11 The Bank Greentop Mo

11/25 LD’s Economy Mo
12/23 The Bank Greentop Mo

Fully Loaded
October 28: Goose Festival, Sumner, Mo.

November 11: The Hootin’ Chicken, Paris, Mo.
November 25: Helm Street Inn, Brookfield, Mo.

December 9: Private Party (Macon)
December 31 (Sunday): NEW YEARS EVE 

@ The Hootin’ Chicken, Paris, Mo.

Boot Cut
Oct 28 — The Bank, Greentop
Nov 10	 — The Gym	 Kahoka
Nov 11	 — Avalon’s Playhouse, Avalon
Dec 9 — The Bank, Greentop
Dec 31	 — Cecil P’s, Labelle

Shakey Ground
October 21 LD’s, Economy, Mo. 

November 4 Helm Street Inn, Brookfield
Nov. 18 Avalon Playhouse, Chillicothe

December 2 OK Tavern, Marceline
December 6 Helm Street Inn, Brookfield



Page 14 Page 15

Travis~Noe 
Funeral Home

Neil & Sherry Travis,  
Brian Noe,  & Brenton Travis

1008 Potter Avenue, Kirksville, MO 

660-665-1300

68
11
53
chBig enough to serve, small enough to care.

689338cb

BAR AND GRILL
33006 State Hwy M

Economy, MO 63530
660-239-4576

3 Miles East of 
Atlanta on Hwy M

Kitchen  
Open

Mon-Sat  
11am-9pm

Bar Open
Mon-Thurs.  
11am-10pm

Fri - Sat  
11am-1am

• Steaks
• Seafood 

• Prime Rib
• Burgers

Check out our 
Facebook page 
for Specials & 

Live Bands
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Watermelon 
Crawl

Jay Benson

Polly Petree 
Hampton

Quinn Benson

689340cb

688953

687642

Br   thers Tire Sh    p
 Tires   
 Brakes  
 Tie Rods 
 Wheel Bearings
 Struts

The  
LOWEST 

PRICES on 
Name Brand 

Tires and 
Brake Kits! 68

11
85

ch

910 N. Elson Str. • Kirksville, MO 
660-988-0349

680239cb

ERICK  
HANSON
Broker-Sales Associate

Each office is independently Owned and Operated

68
02
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ch

660-341-5014 Cell | 660-665-5678 Office
erickhansoncentury21@gmail.com  

www.c21kirksville.com
Century 21 Lifetime Realty 

1605 S. Baltimore St, Suite A | Kirksville, MO 63501 2301 S. Franklin St •  Kirksville, MO • 660.627.5039
Tuesday - Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9 - 4 • Sunday and Monday Closed
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Owners: Joe Dimmitt &  Kelly O’Haver

• On-Farm Tire Service

•  A/C Repair including 
R-134 and the new 
R-1234YF

• Coolant Flush & Check

• Tire Sales & Service

•  Tune Ups & Preventative 
Maintenance

697197at

1102 N Green St. Kirksville, MO
660.665.9017

697183

697156

697578

Heritage House Realty
2805 N Baltimore St • Kirksville, MO 63501

660-665-5638 • kirksvillerealestate.com

WHERE REALTY MEANS  
RELIABILITY...AND RESULTS!

68
02

33
ch

Barbara Clark, 
Agency Sales Manager
Email: barb.clark@mofb.com
agents.mofbinsurance.com/BarbClark

68
02
43
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697583 697609

Benjamin J. Gray
Attorney at Law

Criminal Defense & Civil Trial Practice

www.kirksvilleattorney.com   bengray@kirksvilleattorney.com

107 S. Elson St. - P.O. Box 717 - Kirksville, MO

660-627-3840

681141CH

Halloween Town is back! Join the Kirks-
ville Parks and Recreation Department, 
#For660 and more than 100 community 
partners for the 5th annual Halloween 

Town event. Halloween Town is a safe, fun and inter-
active trick-or-treat experience all in one location. 
Join them Oct. 31 from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. in front of 
Kirksville High School and William Matthew Mid-
dle School. This event is free for everyone. For more 
information, contact Luke Callaghan with the Parks 
and Recreation Department at 660-627-1485.

5th annual Halloween 
Town set for Oct. 31



Page 18 Page 19

Blessing 
of the 
Hunt

Blessing 
of the 
Hunt
An 
annual 
event 
that
continues 
to grow 
year 
after 
year

An 
annual 
event 
that
continues 
to grow 
year 
after 
year

The Fifth Annual Blessing of the Hunt will be 
held on Thursday, Nov. 9 at the NEMO Fair-
grounds, with doors opening at 5 p.m. and 
the first speaker taking the stage at 5:30 p.m. 

According to Frank Miller, director of the Blessing 
of the Hunt, the event was started because they felt 
there was a need in the area as hunters began to gather 
in the fall. 

“Hunting season is really explosive around here, 
this area,” said Miller. “And a lot of people come into 
town so we’re trying to reach people with a gospel 
message that don’t normally come to church.”

The idea came from his wife’s uncle in Mississippi, 
whose church started a Blessing of the Hunt some 20 
years ago. Miller observed how they did things and  
brought what he learned back to Missouri. He said that 
while many hunters won’t come into a church setting, 
they might like to come to an event, like an expo, 
where they can win some prizes and find information 
about hunting safety. It’s then Miller and others in-
volved in the “Blessing” present the Gospel message 
to them where they have an opportunity to “accept 
Christ” that night or just have a seed planted in their 
life.

Attendees can fill out a card and get a ticket at the 
door that will qualify them for door prizes and the 
grand prize, a giant tower blind and Ruger American 
6.5 Creedmoor deer rifle (You must be present to win). 
There will also be a tree stand and a .22 rifle prize for 

youth that attend the event. Miller said that many local 
businesses have helped the event by donating prizes 
and funds to make it happen. The city of Kirksville’s 
Tourism Department has also given them a grant to 
help fund the event. 

By filling out the cards upon arrival to the event, 
hunters can make a profession of faith or maybe re-
dedicate their life. They may just need information on 
finding a local church they feel comfortable attending 
or they might just need a prayer. 

“We’ll follow up with them,” Miller said. “So it’s 
not over when the event is over. We go through those 
cards and we have a committee of guys that will call 
them directly.”

Miller said the event has been averaging 500-plus 
people each year and that as in years past, there will 
be vendors offering information to hunters about their 
products and wares. He added that anyone who might 
wish to be a vendor at the event, they can set up for 
free as they are trying to expand the vendor offerings 
for attendees. 

This year’s main guest speaker is outdoorsman Jay 
Lowder of Harvest Ministries in Wichita Falls, Tex-
as. There will also be local conservationists speaking 
about their support for older, disabled Missouri out-
doorsmen. 

Chili will be the main entree for the evening with 
chili Frito pies, chili nachos and just straight up chili 
on the menu along with tea, coffee and soft drinks.
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697579

Monument Sales
We Have A Full Line Of Granite & Bronze

Markers And Monuments

2100 E. Shepherd Ave • Kirksville, MO 63501
660-665-2233

www.davisplaylehudsonrimer.com 68
11
54
ch

Davis-Playle- Hudson- 
Rimer Funeral Home

& Crematory

697581

697582

688989

Missouri Livestock Symposium

The Missouri Livestock Symposium, the pre-
mier educational event and trade show for 
livestock producers. will be held on Dec. 1-2, 
at William Matthew Middle School, 1515 S. 

Cottage Grove, in Kirksville.
If you’re serious about livestock production, don’t 

miss their lineup of nationally-known speakers cov-
ering timely topics, and their large agricultural trade 
show. There’s no cost to attend and no pre-registration 
is required. Just show up and enjoy the educational pro-
grams, trade show, and free meals.

The trade show opens at 8 am.  and educational pro-
grams begin at 9 am. There is a free Governor’s Style 
Luncheon at noon hosted by Missouri’s finest commod-
ity groups and co-sponsored by the Missouri Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Subscribe to the 

Call Today
660-665-2808northeastmissouristatebank.com

Kirksville Branch:
600 S Baltimore
Kirksville, MO
660-665-6161

La Plata Branch:
139 S Gex Street

La Plata, MO
660-332-4317

68
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59
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Your home owned bank... neighbors helping neighbors!

68
53

91
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Christmas in KirksvilleChristmas in Kirksville

NEMO PhotographyNEMO Photography

It may be the most exciting time of the 
year for many when the Kirksville Kiwan-
is Club holds its annual Christmas parade 
on Nov. 25 at 5:30 p.m. in downtown Kirks-
ville. This year’s Grand Marshall will be 
grammy-award winner and local legend, 
Rhonda Vincent. Other activities on Nov. 
25 include the Kirksville Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s “Shop Small” from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., and “Living Windows and San-
ta” from 6:15-8 p.m. The tree lighting at 
the corner of Washington and Elson will 
happen at 6 p.m. The ice skating rink will 
be open from Nov. 23-26.
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