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By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

Ray Klinginsmith, a Kirks-
ville legend who once served as 
the Rotary International presi-
dent (2010-11), passed away on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the age of 
86. Klinginsmith, who stressed 
service to others, was a mentor to 
many in the community — a list 
of people far too long to mention.

He was an attorney and in 1982, 
was a founder of Chariton Valley 
Association (CVA), which provides 
services to the local developmen-
tally disabled community. Serving 
others was his creed, exemplified 
by his service to the community 
as a Rotary Club member.

According to Ruth Bowers, 
whose known him for 30 years, 
he became a neighbor and best 
friend to her for the last 10 years. 
Bowers, who will take over as Ro-
tary of Kirksville club president 
in July, had deeply hoped that her 
mentor would live to see her take 
the reins of the local organization.

“I so wanted him to be here to 
guide me through that year,” she 
said. “Besides making me a better 
Rotarian, he’s helped make me a 
better person.”

She said that he would always 
tell her that “all we can do is be 
better people in order to make the 
world a better place”. He encour-
aged her and others to change and 
improve themselves so that they 
could have a positive impact on 
the world. He taught that every-
thing we do and say is a represen-
tation of who we are.

Klinginsmith was a member of 
Rotary since 1961 and according 
to the Rotary Foundation, not only 
served as Rotary International 
president, but he took responsibil-
ity at one time or another, in just 
about every other capacity in the 
club, both locally and internation-
ally. According to the foundation, 
Klinginsmith is a recipient of The 
Rotary Foundation’s Citation for 
Meritorious Service and its Dis-
tinguished Service Award.

He served as general counsel, 
professor of business administra-
tion, and dean of administration for 
Truman State University until 1995.

Klinginsmith and his wife, Jud-
ie (Wilkinson), had two children, 
Leigh Anne and Kurt Rhea. Kurt 
had a condition where by the time he 
turned 4, he could no longer talk or 
learn and it was determined that he 
would need lifetime assistance. With 
other parents in similar circum-
stances, the Klinginsmiths’ found-
ed Chariton Valley Association in 
Kirksville. According to his bio, the 
first CVA program was a pre-school 
for disabled children — and later a 
residential program was developed 
where their son and others resided. 
His son was later moved to a group 
home where he lived with others 
under similar circumstances.

According to the CVA website, 
the mission of Chariton Valley 
Association is to empower people 
with disabilities to achieve their 
highest level of independence 
through high quality and diverse 
support services. Their goals are 
to promote a normalized lifestyle 
for the children in their care and 
to challenge the individuals they 
serve, to continue to grow.

In July of last year, Adair 
County SB40 recorded an oral 
history of the founding of CVA, 
with Klinginsmith narrating the 
story (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jJxFamdxdEU). He re-
capped the history of his son’s 
birth and subsequent decline as 
he struggled with a crippling 
disease. The couple took him to 
specialists in Columbia and St. 
Louis, and then to the Mayo Clin-
ic in Rochester, Minn., where 
he was diagnosed with tuberous 
sclerosis, a condition that can 
cause seizures and learning dis-
abilities. Despite being treated by 
the world’s leading doctor on tu-
berous sclerosis, no one could sug-
gest any treatments that might 
improve his son’s diagnosis. Even-
tually he lost his ability to talk.

“It took us two years of search-
ing to find the problem that was 
identified and the prognosis was 
very unfortunate,” Klinginsmith 
said in the oral history.

Kurt began school when he was 
7 or 8, with the school district 
sending a teacher to work with 
him at his home. She suggested 
that he attend her class at the 
school…and, according to Klingin-
smith, “just did amazingly well.”

At the time, that was the only 
service available in Kirksville but 
Klinginsmith, who had an aura of 
conviviality and was well-appre-
ciated by many, knew people who 
knew things, and as the state of 
Missouri was transitioning from 
providing service to providing 
funding for service, they began 
making moves to begin CVA.

The Klinginsmiths partnered with 
Sheila Daniels, who wanted to start a 
preschool program for children with 
developmental disabilities.

“We decided that was a very vi-
able program that we would sup-
port and that she could provide 
the leadership and we’d provide 
the organization,” Klinginsmith 
said in the oral history.

He said they applied for a grant 
for a total $40,000 to operate for 
one year and that they had to 
raise $10,000 to get $30,000. They 
received the grant and the pro-
gram was a success.

Klinginsmith then began to 
work on building a home for de-
velopmentally disabled children, 
but they didn’t have money for a 
down payment. The local region-
al center offered a wing of their 
building to use as a home and 
that’s when and where Chariton 
Valley began. CVA celebrated 40 

years in business at a party at the 
Dukum Inn in May 2022.

Klinginsmith continued to pursue 
a residence for disabled youth and 
was eventually able to get financing 
for the project, “thanks to being 
on the bank’s board and providing 
some security provided by our fam-
ilies,” he said. They eventually held 
a grand opening for the home and 
the history of CVA since has been 
one of continued growth.

Crystal Amini-Rad, director of 
Adair County SB40, whose mission 
is to engage in advocacy, promote 
inclusion, and provide essential 
resources to assist people with 
developmental disabilities to live 
self-determined lives, said that in 
addition to founding CVA, Klingin-
smith was also very instrumental 
in getting SB40 started.

“He was the first person to con-
tact me at KTVO back in 2004-
2005 and discuss the Property 
Tax Levy to ask for KTVO to help 
support its passage,” Amini-Rad 
said in an email. “He was key to 
pulling the Tax Levy committee 
together, getting it on the ballot 
and getting it passed. I think he 
did all of the legal work pro-bono.”

As a former director at CVA, 
she said that Klinginsmith was 
also very involved in the start 
up of the Midwest Special Needs 
Trust Fund (originally the Missou-
ri Family Trust Fund).

“He was one of the appoint-
ments to the FIRST MFT Board by 
Governor Ashcroft in September 
of 1989,” she wrote. “He worked 
hard on developing the program, 
testifying in Senate Hearings and 
getting the program up and going 
by 1991. They changed their name 
to Midwest Special Needs Trust 
Fund in 2005.”

She said that one of her cher-
ished memories is seeing Klingin-
smith pick up his son on his scoot-
er and giving him a ride home.

“As a little boy, his son adored 
Ray and was always thrilled to 
see him coming,” she wrote. 
“They had such a special father/
son bond.”

She said that his advocacy for 
people with developmental dis-
abilities in Missouri is really un-
derstated.

Kirksville legend, Ray 
Klinginsmith, passes at 86

Ray Klinginsmith speaks to the 
Rotary Club of Kirksville on World 
Polio Day, Oct. 26, 2022.

By NEMO Photography

The Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation Department held 
their annual Kids Cardboard 
Boat Races on Sunday, Jan. 
21. Children ages 5 to 16 were 
signed up as an individual or 
as a team of up to four peo-
ple and put their building 
skills to the test. Participants 
constructed a boat structure 
using cardboard, duct tape 
and water-based paint, and 

attempted to make it across 
the pool in the fastest time. 
Teams competed in age divi-
sions based on the mean age 
of the team and were able to 
win in multiple categories.

Fastest time went to The 
Read Girls, Avery and Adysen 
Read, who clocked in at one 
minute, three seconds. Best 
Design went to Libby Rooks 
and Harper Winder with the 
“Rainboat.” Click here to see 
a video of the event. 

Kids Cardboard 
Boat Races held 
at Aquatic Center

By Kirksville Police Department

The Kirksville Police De-
partment is asking for the 
public’s assistance in identi-
fying individuals in connec-
tion with a reported theft that 
occurred on the 1700 block 
of South Baltimore Street on 
Dec. 22, 2023. Police believe 
the four females and one male 
depicted in the included pho-

tos were involved in the theft.
Anyone with information 

regarding this press release 
or any suspicious activity is 
encouraged to contact the 
Kirksville Police Department 
at 660-785-6945, Central Dis-
patch at 660-665-5621, Adair 
County Sheriff’s Office at 660-
665-4600 or anonymously at 
660-627-BUST (2878) or email 
police@kirksvillecity.com.

Kirksville Police Dept. asking for 
assistance in identifying subjects

By City of Kirksville

The city of Kirksville 
has received funding from 
the Missouri Highways and 
Transportation Commis-
sion for a Transportation 
Alternatives Grant that 
will go toward crosswalk 
safety improvements near 
the city’s several educa-
tional campuses.

This grant award follows 
a previous grant the city 
received, which enabled a 
crosswalk study last year 
done by Allstate Consul-
tants around the schools. 
The studied area covered 
5.2 miles near A.T. Still 
University, Truman State 
University, Moberly Area 
Community College and 
Kirksville R-III Schools.

Recommendations from 
that study will now be im-
plemented to further pro-
tect and enable pedestrians 
and cyclists in important 
parts of the community.

“These enhancements 
will bolster the safety of 
our many students, which 
can vary from young kids 
to adult medical students,” 
said City Manager Mari 

Macomber. “As Kirksville 
continues to become more 
walkable and bikeable, 
these crosswalks will see 
greater use among other 
community members too.”

Potential improvements 
include:

• Repaired pavement at 
crosswalks

Kirksville receives grant for school 
crosswalk safety improvements

A crosswalk out front of Truman State University.

See LEGEND, Page A8

See SAFETY, Page A8

See more photos from the event inside on Page A8.
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OBITUARIES

James (Jim) William Mayfield, 50, of LaPlata, Missouri 
passed away unexpectedly on Saturday, January 20, 2024, 
at his home. James was born on December 20, 1973 in 
Morris, Illinois.

He was the son of Randy Mayfield of Brashear, Mis-
souri and Elizabeth Vest of Huntsville, Missouri. James 
graduated from Reed-Custer High School in Braidwood, 
IL. He went on to serve in the United States Army in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Bosnia. During his nine years of 
service, James was awarded several commendation med-
als. Following his military career, he proudly studied at 
DeVry University obtaining a Bachelor’s degree in Com-
puter Information Systems, an area in which he excelled 
and was passionate about. In addition to his academic 
and professional accomplishments, James was married 
on April 29, 2000 to his true love, Erica (née Gardner).

He was a loving and devoted husband, son, brother, father, 
and grandfather. James is remembered by his sense of humor 
and quick wit. His kind and gentle nature was evident through 
his love of dogs, specifically his beloved dog, Midnight.

James was survived in death by his wife, Erica Mayfield 
of La Plata, MO; father, Randy Mayfield and stepmother, 
Barbara Mayfield, of Brashear, MO; and mother, Elizabeth 
Vest of Huntsville, MO. Also survived by siblings Robert 
Mayfield and wife, Leigha, of Brashear, MO, John Mayfield 
and wife, Melissa, of Colorado Springs, CO, and Shannon 
Arnold, and husband Matthew of Columbia, MO. James 
was survived by children Jacob Fowler and wife, Teresa, 
of Arnold, MO, Nicholas Fowler and wife, Lauren, of St. 
Charles, MO, Alaine Beeler and husband, Damian, of To-
ledo, OH, Aaron Fowler of Columbia, MO, and Stephanie 
Littleton of Norman, OK. James had 14 grandchildren. He 
had a large family and was also survived by numerous 
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and nephews.

James was preceded in death by his grandfather, Raymond 
(Sarge) Mayfield, grandmother, Margaretta (Maggie) May-
field, grandfather William Vest and grandmother, Edisa Vest; 
several aunts and uncles; one nephew and one grandchild.

Visitation will be held at Travis-Noe Funeral home, located 
at 1008 W. Potter, Ave. Kirksville, MO, on Wednesday, Jan. 
24, 2024 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am with a veteran’s memorial 
service to follow at 12:00 p.m. at Missouri Veterans Cemetery, 
Jacksonville, located at 1479 County Rd 1675, Jacksonville, MO.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to 
Field of Dreams Animal Rescue, P.O. Box 206, Kirksville, 
MO 63501 or through the website at www.fodrescue.org. 
They may also be left at or mailed to Travis-Noe Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 306, Kirksville, MO 63501.

James (Jim) William Mayfield
Dec. 20, 1973 — Jan. 20, 2024

By City of Kirksville

Kirksville city officials say 
they realize success emanates 
from citizen involvement.

“We are fortunate to have 
a diverse community, full of 
skilled, intelligent citizens 
that broaden our viewpoint 
and approach in various ar-
eas of our local government,” 
city officials said in a press 
release. “The city is eager to 
involve community-minded 
citizens in the process of 
local government through 
one of our many Citizen Ad-
visory Commissions.”

The Kirksville City Coun-
cil is currently accepting 
citizen applications for the 
following position:

• Planning and Zoning 
Commission: one position 
on the commission.

Visit  ht tps: / /www.
k i rk s v i l le c i t y. c o m / p /
boards-commissions and 
submit your application 
before Friday, Jan. 26 at 
5 p.m. to be considered for 
the opportunity to serve on 
this commissions.

For more information, 
contact Wanda Cagle, City 
Clerk, at 660-627-1225.

City seeking applicants for 
Planning and Zoning Commission

The Briddle family would like to thank 
everyone who sent flowers, cards, and gifts 

in rememberance of Ricky Briddle and those 
who expressed acts of kindness to Ricky 
throughout his life, especially Uncle Bob, 

Brandie, and Joy, his housekeeper.

Thank You

706922ch

1 S. Lincoln St.
Green City, MO
660-951-8430

701 N. Pearl St.
Milan, MO 

660-951-8432

3311 N. Baltimore
Kirksville, MO 
660-951-8431

Growing Together!

KEIM LUMBER COMPANY LLC

13625 St. Hwy 3 LaPlata, MO

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES
• COMPLETE BUILDING PACKAGES
• WINDOWS AND DOORS 
• INSULATION • DRYWALL
• DELIVERY

668792ef

Feed • Medical • Farm & Pet Supplies • Footwear & More
website: hometownanimalhealth.com

660-465-2967
18743 US Hwy, 136 Memphis, MO 63555

“on Hwy 136 west of Memphis”

Hometown Animal Health has provided quality products, expert knowledge, and friendly customer 
service to northeast Missouri and surrounding areas. We are a full-service nutrition, medical, and farm 
supply source carrying complete lines of animal feed and supplies, farming equipment, agricultural 

parts, lawn and garden tools, work apparel, and much more!”

Monday-Friday 8pm to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 1pm

SEE US FOR YOUR 

SHEEP & GOAT
EQUIPMENT NEEDS

FARM SUPPLY SOURCE
NUTRITION • MEDICAL • FARM • PET • APPAREL

67
75
49
ef

AUTO’S UNLIMITED
660-665-8149  |  660-341-0965 | No Sunday Calls! |17406 Bob Rd • Kirksville, MO

707668ch

ALL VEHICLES HAVE GONE THROUGH A 60 PT INSPECTION! 
STATE INSPECTED! CALL FOR MORE INFO! 

2010 Ford Escape XLT
 Sunroof, Sirius satellite, loaded with equipment, excellent condition 20.5 MPG town 26 to 27 on Highway 

 2014 Grand Caravan SE 
nice clean van

 $8,500

 $7,900

Chariton Valley Association 
open interviews

Chariton Valley Association, 
a partner of Center for Human 
Services, invites the community 
to join them for open interviews 
at the Chariton Valley Association 
Business Office (1708 Laharpe 
Street, Kirksville), Jan. 25 from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. For interest in 
open interviews please bring a 
current resume. CHS/CVA serves 
nearly 50 counties and over 
10,000 individuals across the 
state, developing their skills to 
overcome physical, mental, and 
financial challenges. CHS/CVA 
specializes in providing resources 
and services for childcare and 
early education, jobs, therapy, 
housing, counseling, and so-
cialization. To learn more about 
Chariton Valley Association, 
a proud partner of Center for 
Human Services career opportu-
nities, visit charitonvalley.org.

Celebrating MLK Dinner
The Celebrating MLK Dinner will 

be held on Jan. 25 at 6 p.m. at the 
Truman State University Georgian 
Room. RSVP Required: https://
forms.gle/bvJD2A4c4fnjnpDA6

Curtain Call Theater’s Classic 
Film — ‘North by Northwest’

Curtain Call Theater’s Classic 
Film series will feature “North by 
Northwest” on Friday, Jan. 26 at 
7 p.m. Free Admission (Donations 
Welcome). Join in the excitement 
of one of Alfred Hitchcock’s most 
famous films. Cary Grant stars 
as a mild-mannered advertising 
executive caught up in a case of 
mistaken identity. His attempt to 
elude a cabal of spies intent on his 
assassination leads him from the 
United Nations in New York City to 
Mount Rushmore. Eva Marie Saint 
co-stars as the stranger he meets 
along the way who is drawn into 
his web of intrigue.

2024 NEMO Bridal Expo
The 2024 NEMO Bridal Expo 

will be held on Jan. 28 from 
1-4 p.m. at the NEMO Fair-
grounds Multi-purpose building. 
Cost is $2 at the door. Fashion, 
vendors, food and prizes. 
Hire your venue and wedding 
professionals at this event. 
Brides: Go to NEMO Bridal Expo 
Facebook page and message 
to pre-register for early prizes. 
Contact Donna Brown by email: 
nemobridalexpo@gmail.com or 
call/text: 660-341-9992. Check 
the NEMO Bridal Expo Facebook 
page for updates.

Lecture by Rock & Roll Hall  
of Fame recording artist

In partnership with the Black 
History 101 Mobile Museum, the 
Kohlenberg Lyceum event series 
will host a lecture by Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame recording artist 
Professor Griff on Feb. 1 at the 
Baldwin Auditorium on the Tru-
man State campus (Call for details:

(660) 785-4133). As a co-found-
ing member of the revolutionary 
hip hop group Public Enemy, 
Griff draws on his exemplary 
life of service and an impressive 
20-plus-year musical career to 
captivate audiences with his uni-
versal call for social responsibility 
within both the hip hop commu-
nity and larger culture. Tickets 
are required and are free for all 
Kohlenberg Lyceum Series events 
thanks to the generous support 
of the Friends of the Lyceum 
program and the Truman State 
University Foundation. Tickets 
are available approximately two 
weeks before the performance at 
the locations listed below.

• Truman State University Campus
• Advancement Office (McClain 

Hall 205)
• Admissions Office (Ruth W. 

Towne Museum and Visitors Center)
Union and Involvement Of-

fice Main Desk (Student Union 
Building)

Kirksville Arts Association/Sue 
Ross Arts Center (215 S. Franklin 
St.) and Kirksville Chamber of 
Commerce (315 S. Franklin St.)

If available, any remaining tick-
ets will be available at the event 
starting 30 minutes before the 
show. Downtown Kirksville.

James Thompson Guest  
Flute Recital and Lecture

James Thompson will hold 
a guest flute recital and lecture 
beginning at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 3 at the Ophelia Parrish 
Performance Hall at Truman State 
University. This event is free and 
open to the public.

Mary Immaculate’s Night of 
Merriment: Denim & Diamonds

Formerly known as the Sweet-
heart Dinner, Mary Immaculate’s 
Night of Merriment: Denim & Di-
amonds will be held at the White 
Oaks Barn on Saturday, Feb. 10 
beginning at 5 p.m. Tickets are 
$75 per person, $600 for a table 
of eight. Price includes dinner, an 
auction and a live band. New this 
year, a special VIP table for $1,000, 
which brings you special treat-
ment all evening including pre-
ferred seating, special recognition, 
your own personal server and two 
bottles of wine + beer. You also 
get the pleasure of being served 
dinner before other patrons.

Kirksville Area  
Calendar of Events

The speaker at the Jan. 17 Rotary Club of Kirksville meeting 
was Diane Richmond, Director of Learning Technologies & 
Instructional Design at Truman State University. She spoke 
about Artificial Intelligence (AI) which can be both good 
and bad. In healthcare, it can aid in diagnosis and provide 
assistance in surgery. It can help detect fraud in finance and 
provide better recommendations in a retail setting. In enter-
tainment, it can be dangerous and result in jobs being lost, re-
placing artists. AI can provide false information and misrepre-
sentations. It can be particularly troublesome in education. In 
order to catch cheats, Richmond recommends that educators 
have students write something during class. Students need to 
add citations which AI won’t produce. The speaker is pictured 
with Past President Marie Murphree (right) who conducted 
the meeting.  ROTARY CLUB OF KIRKSVILLE

ROTARY CLUB LEARNS ABOUT 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

The Kirksville Kiwanis Club welcomed Julia Jack-Scott to speak 
at their Jan. 18 meeting. Jack-Scott is with the Bear Creek Com-
munity Land Trust, which is an intentional community situated 
on 184 acres of land outside of La Plata. She presented on the 
community and its mission to uplift the health of people and 
the earth by weaving their lives together in an inclusive, inter-
dependent community. Pictured, from left, are Kirksville Kiwanis 
Club President Dan McGurk, Jack-Scott, and Kirksville Kiwanis 
Club President Elect Ted Frushour.  KIRKSVILLE KIWANIS CLUB

KIRKSVILLE KIWANIS CLUB 
HOSTS JULIA JACK-SCOTT



KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS  |  Wednesday, January 24, 2024

A3Obituaries
OBITUARIES

Allen Lee Heaberlin, 77, of San Diego, CA, passed away 
on January 1, 2024. Born on June 21, 1946, in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin, Allen was a beloved individual 
who will be deeply missed by his family 
and friends.

Allen was an easy-going, fun-loving trav-
eler who had a deep love and respect for 
cuisine, culture, and music. He was known 
for his friendly nature and willingness to 
help others without expecting anything in 
return. Allen’s warm and generous spirit 
touched the lives of many.

Allen is survived by his loved ones, including his wife 
Mary, brother Dick Heaberlin, and his sons Jon Heaberlin, 
Paul Heaberlin, and Michael Heaberlin along with his grand-
sons Joey Heaberlin and Mason Heaberlin. He was preceded 
in death by his parents Paul Heaberlin and Margaret Hea-
berlin, as well as his brother Bobby Heaberlin.

Allen pursued his higher education at the University of 
Missouri, Rolla, where he obtained his Masters. He was 
a dedicated scholar who valued the pursuit of knowledge.

A ceremony to honor and celebrate Allen’s life was held 
on Saturday, January 13, 2024, at 3 p.m. at Clairemont 
Mortuary.

Allen Lee Heaberlin will be remembered for his zest for 
life, his love for music, and his kind-hearted nature. He 
leaves behind cherished memories and a legacy of kindness 
that will continue to inspire those who knew him.

Allen Lee Heaberling
Jun 21, 1946 — Jan 1, 2024

Mabel Hill’s 104th birthday 
is January 29th, 2024!

She enjoys getting mail and 
would be very happy to 
receive a card from you.  
Thank you!

Send to:  25680 State Highway Y
                Novinger, MO  63559

707839at

Ms. Severns flew with the angels Tuesday, December 19, 
2023 after a short, but severe illness and is now at peace.

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, Ms. Severns 
attended the University of Iowa where she 
met the love of her life and husband, Dr. 
James G Severns (Professor Emeritus, Tru-
man State University) of Chicago, Illinois 
63 years ago. She leaves behind three adult 
children: Frances Severns Kottwitz (Terry) 
of Anacortes, Washington, David R Severns 
of Kirksville, Missouri, and John R Severns of 
Chicago; grandchildren Andrew Kottwitz, Lauren Kottwitz, 
Alexia Meneeley, Stephanie Severns (Soto), Hilary Newman, 
Alan Severns and Ryan Wasney; four great-grandchildren 
and other family members and friends too numerous to list.

As a 30+ year resident of Kirksville, she was the energetic 
force behind many high school productions, Travelers Com-
munity Theater, and Pinch Penny Players.

She completed her education at Truman State University, 
Kirksville, with a BA English and MA English; as a fine 
actress and theater fanatic, she became very active in the 
university, community theater and professional world. She 
appeared in or was heard in numerous productions — stage, 
radio, television, film — over her more than 60 years of profes-
sional acting. A member of professional unions SAG-AFTRA 
and Actor’s Equity, she appeared in comedic, dramatic and 
musical roles across the country and in Canada.

Ms. Severns touched many, many lives during her life 
through exemplary teaching, directing, philanthropy and a 
wicked sense of humor. She will be sorely missed.

Services will take place at Central Chapel, 6158 South Cen-
tral Avenue, Chicago, IL on Saturday, January 20, 2024, 4:00 
pm — 8:00 pm with a short memorial at 6:00 pm.

Please visit EVELYN PATRICIA SEVERNS BOOK OF 
MEMORIES. To express your thoughts or memories in the 
online guest book, visit www.chapelc.com or www.facebook.
com/centralchapel.

Evelyn Patricia Severns
Mar 23, 1940 — Dec 19, 2023

John Herschel Rehm, 96, of Topeka, passed away Monday, 
January 15, 2024.

He was born March 19, 1927, in Hurd-
land, Missouri, the son of John Simon and 
Pearl Mae (Winer) Rehm. He graduated from 
Kirksville Senior High School on May 18, 
1945. He served in the United States Navy 
from 1945 to 1946, briefly serving in World 
War II.

John was employed by several railroads for 
over 30 years, retiring in 1988.

Mr. Rehm was a lifelong member of the Grand Lodge of A.F. 
and A.M. of Illinois — Jerusalem Temple Lodge Number 90.

John married Juanita Ruth Gardner on June 22, 1957. She 
preceded him in death on November 26, 2006. Survivors 
include their children, Robert Rehm and Cara Clingenpeel 
(David) of Topeka; grandson Cody Clingenpeel; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; sister Dorothy Stockhecker; brother Marion Rehm; 
and a granddaughter Lindsey Clingenpeel.

John enjoyed visiting family, playing cards, RC airplanes 
and western movies.

John was cremated. A memorial ceremony will be held at 
a later date. Interment will be at a later date in Maple Hills 
Cemetery in Kirksville, MO. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to Midland Care, 200 SW Frazier 
Circle, Topeka, KS 66606.

Dove Cremations and Funerals Southwest Chapel is assist-
ing the family.

To leave a message for the family online, please visit www.
DoveTopeka.com

John Herschel Rehm
Mar 19, 1927 — Jan 15, 2024

Ray Klinginsmith, age 86, of Kirksville, Missouri, 
passed away on January 17th, 2024.

Ray Edward Klinginsmith was born 
on June 19, 1937, in a farmhouse on the 
Iowa-Missouri state line, and he lived 
on three different farms during his 
first eight years, which fostered his 
love of farm life. His parents were Ted 
and Alta (Williamson) Klinginsmith, 
and he had an older brother, Teddy, 
and two sisters, Sara and Carol.

Ray attended the Fife Rural School in northern 
Putnam County until his parents moved to the county 
seat town of Unionville, Missouri, when he was in the 
third grade. He then attended both grade school and 
high school in Unionville, and graduated with the UHS 
Class of 1955, which was one of the school’s largest 
ever classes with 93 graduates. He worked at the local 
Hy-Vee store on Saturdays, spent time as a farmhand 
during the summers, played football, served as the 
junior class president, and enjoyed spending time at 
Casady’s Pool Hall.

Ray went to college at Mizzou in Columbia, and he 
spent his summers and vacation periods delivering gas 
and appliances for his parents’ business, the Unionville 
Skelgas store. He joined a new fraternity at Mizzou, 
Theta Xi, at the end of his freshman year, and then 
lived in the fraternity house for the next three academic 
years. He served in all the local chapter offices and 
credited his various roles in managing the fraternity 
to being one of the best learning experiences of his 
life. He also worked in other student organizations, 
including the Interfraternity Council, and thoroughly 
enjoyed his college years.

Following his college graduation in June of 1959, 
Ray returned to Unionville and worked in his parent’s 
business. The Unionville Rotary Club was a very active 
service club in town, and the club encouraged Ray to 
apply for a Rotary International Scholarship, which 
he did successfully. He then spent the 1961 year at the 
University of Cape Town, which was an outstanding 
college with 5,000 students. The Rotarians there treated 
Ray very kindly, and he traveled 16,000 miles in South 
Africa, Southwest Africa, Northern Rhodesia, and 
Southern Rhodesia, and spoke to 34 different Rotary 
clubs during his travels. He was imbued with the fellow-
ship and service of the African Rotarians, and his year 
in Africa gave him an incentive to serve as a Rotary 
volunteer for the rest of his life. Ray was engaged to 
Judie Wilkinson of Pendleton, Indiana, during his year 
abroad, and following his return, they were married on 
December 31, 1961, at the Central Christian Church in 
Anderson, Indiana. Ray and Judie lived in his hometown 
of Unionville for the next nine months, and he happily 
joined his important benefactor, the Unionville Rotary 
Club. He also helped to start the Unionville Jaycees, 
which was chartered with 93 members.

In September of 1962, Ray and Judie moved to 
Columbia, where Ray attended law school and Judie 
completed her education degree at Mizzou. Judie taught 
kindergarten at Centralia during Ray’s last year of 
law school. Ray graduated with his Juris Doctor from 
Mizzou in 1965.

Following his law school graduation, Ray and Judie 
moved to Macon, Missouri, for Ray to practice law with 
Ronald Belt, who Ray had met through his service with 
the Unionville Jaycees. Ron was also a popular member 
of the state legislature, and Macon had a very strong 
bar association, which made it a good place for Ray to 
learn about the practice of law in a rural community. 
Ray quickly joined the Macon Rotary Club, and he also 
served in the Macon Chamber of Commerce and the Ma-
con County Arts Association. Judie taught kindergarten 
in the Macon Public Schools, and they were active in the 
Macon United Methodist Church, where Ray served as 
both Lay Leader and Chair of the Administrative Board.

Ray and Judie’s first child, Leigh Anne, was born at 
the Samaritan Hospital in Macon on February 1, 1967. 
The attending physician was the venerable Dr. James 
Campbell, who was truly a respected physician. Ray 
enjoyed his law practice with Ron Belt, and as they 
started providing more legal services for the Macon 
Atlanta State Bank, Ray was invited in 1971 to serve 
on the bank’s board of directors, which was a strong 
relationship that lasted over 50 years.

In 1973, Ray was pleasantly surprised by an invi-
tation to serve as the General Counsel for Northeast 
Missouri State University in Kirksville, and his op-
portunity to work with the university president, Dr. 
Charles McClain, and his management team was an 
exceptional experience. Ray also served as the Dean of 
Administration for five years, and during that time, Dr. 
McClain’s vision and skill transformed the university 
from a former teacher’s college into the state’s leading 
liberal arts and sciences institution. It was an amazing 
achievement, and Dr. McClain remained as the presi-
dent until 1988, when he was appointed as the Missouri 
Commissioner of Higher Education. Ray stayed as the 
General Counsel and Professor of Business Adminis-
tration until his retirement in 1995.

Ray and Judie’s second child, Kurt Rhea, was born 
at the Samaritan Hospital in Macon on July 10, 1974, 
shortly after Ray and Judie moved to Kirksville in 
May of 1974. Kurt weighed 10 pounds at the time of 
his birth, and although he seemed to recover from a 
difficult birth, he started having epileptic seizures 
when he was two years old. He was diagnosed with 
tuberous sclerosis at the Mayo Clinic when he was four 
years old, and his condition deteriorated to the point 
that he was unable to talk or learn and also unsteady 
on his feet. When it became apparent that Kurt would 
need residential assistance, Ray and Judie founded the 
Chariton Valley Association (CVA) in 1982 to provide 
needed services in Kirksville for persons with devel-
opmental disabilities. The first CVA program was a 
preschool program for children with disabilities, and 
the second CVA program was a residential center in a 
state building. Kurt moved into the CVA center when 
he was 11 years old, and CVA then built a new residen-
tial center on LaHarpe Street, and Kurt and 15 other 
children moved into the new facility in 1989. CVA then 
started a group home facility on Grim Drive in 1992, 
and Kurt moved there with three other children. He has 
now lived there for almost 20 years and has received 
exceptional care.

Due to his work with CVA, Ray was accorded the 
1988 Parent/Caretaker Award by the Missouri Plan-
ning Council for Developmental Disabilities, and he 
served as one of the initial trustees for the Missouri 
Family Trust, which was created by the Missouri leg-
islature in 1989. He also was active in the Boy Scouts 
as an adult leader and was awarded the Silver Beaver 
award by the Great Rivers Council. He also was ac-
corded the Thomas D. Cochran Community Award 
by the Young Lawyers Section of The Missouri Bar 
in 1983, and he was named as a Man of Distinction by 
the Theta Xi National Fraternity in 2018. This past 
year, The University of Missouri Alumni Association 
presented Ray with the prestigious Faculty and Alumni 
Award for Distinguished Service.

Following his retirement from the University, Ray 
operated a part-time law office, and during that time 
he was asked by Judge Bruce Normile to serve as 
the chair for a Board of Jail Visitors to evaluate the 
local Adair County Jail. The committee found many 
problems in the jail such that it recommended the 
construction of a new jail, and the voters approved a 
new tax levy to pay for it. However, the Adair County 
Commission made some mistakes in its plans for the 
new jail, and Ray then became a candidate for the 
Adair County Commission to address the problems. 
He was elected as an Associate Commissioner in 2000, 
and then served on the commission for four years while 
the new jail was successfully constructed. He became 
good friends with the other two commissioners, Gary 
Jones and Sid Osborn, and they cooperated to update 
the Prosecuting Attorney from a part-time to a full-
time status and to assist in supporting a new Senate Bill 
40 tax to provide additional services for local citizens 
with developmental disabilities. It was his only time 
to run for public office, but it was a good experience 
for him – and for Adair County.

One of the things that Ray always enjoyed were re-
unions with his friends, and he first became involved 
in school reunions, when his UHS Class of 1955 held 
its 25th reunion in 1980. Ray served as the committee 
chairman, and the reunion attracted a large number 
of classmates and former faculty members, which was 
held in the empty building that had housed the high 
school when Ray was in school. He then served as the 
committee chair for the quinquennial reunions for his 
class in 1985, 1990, and 1995, and he kept adding other 
alumni friends who had been in UHS at the same time. 
Then in 2000, he served as the reunion chair for all the 
UHS alumni in the 1940s and 1950s, and it attracted a 
crowd of more than 400 people, many of whom had not 
been back to Unionville for decades. It was a special 
event, and one of Ray’s proudest achievements. Then 
after a brief respite, Ray and other alumni organized 
an all-school reunion event on Labor Day weekend in 
2003, and those UHS/PCHS reunions have continued 
on an annual basis. As a result, Ray was selected as the 
first graduate to be inducted into the school’s Academic 
Hall of Fame in 2010.

Ray was always active in Rotary clubs, due to his 
year abroad as a Rotary scholar in 1961, and after 
serving as president of the Macon Rotary Club in 
1970- 71, he served as the governor of Rotary District 
605, which included all of northeast Missouri and the 
St. Louis area, in 1975-76. He then served on the Ro-
tary International (RI) Board of Directors in 1985-87, 
as the moderator for the International Assembly in 
1989, and as a Trustee for The Rotary Foundation in 
2002-06. Then as the Vice Chairman for the 2005 RI 
Convention in Chicago and as the Chairman for the 
2008 RI Convention. In August of 2008, he was select-
ed as the RI President for 2010-11, and he and Judie 
then moved to Evanston, IL for the two years that he 
served as the President Elect and then as the Presi-
dent. Rotary has 35,000 clubs around the world with 
1.2 million members in about 200 countries, and as a 
result, Judie and Ray traveled extensively to about 75 
countries throughout their Rotary travels.

During his presidency, Ray instituted several im-
provements in the Rotary organization, and he was 
aided by a progressive board of directors with Tom 
Thorfinnson as Vice President, Ravi Ravindran as 
Treasurer, and John Blount as Chair of the Execu-
tive Committee. He and Judie also received constant 
support from their presidential aides, Duane and Pat 
Sterling, of Warrensburg, Missouri.

The Kirksville Rotary clubs were very supportive 
of Ray and Judie’s service to Rotary, and the amphi-
theater in Rotary Park is named the Ray Klinginsmith 
Amphitheater. Large delegations of Rotarians and 
their spouses from Northeast Missouri attended both 
the 2010 Rotary Convention in Montreal and the 2011 
Convention in New Orleans to show their support and 
encouragement. Ray’s chief claim to fame was the 
ability to formulate good ideas for progress and then 
to recruit friends and colleagues to help him make the 
needed improvements. All of which was aided by his 
sense of humor, his use of Cowboy Logic, and his wish 
to make things Bigger, Better, and Bolder!

Ray is survived by his son, Kurt, of Kirksville; by 
his daughter and her husband, Leigh and Bob Perkins, 
of Liberty, Missouri; and his three grandchildren, 
Morgan (Perkins) Dawson, Grant Perkins, and Sydney 
Perkins. He was preceded in death by his wife, Judie; 
his parents, Ted and Alta (Williamson) Klinginsmith; 
his brother, Teddy Klinginsmith; his two sisters, Sara 
Stockton and Carol Mills; his parents-in-law, Bob and 
Ruth (Heerdt) Wilkinson; and by all his uncles and 
aunts.

A Celebration of life will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 10th at Dukum Inn in Kirksville, MO from 4:00 to 
7:00 pm. Please wear apparel that represents your con-
nection to Ray (Putnam County, Truman State, Mizzou, 
Rotary, CVA, Kansas City Chiefs, etc.). Playle & Collins 
Family Funeral Home, 709 S. 27 the St., Unionville, 
Missouri, 63565, is honored to have been entrusted with 
the care of Ray’s arrangements.

Memorial donations may be made to:
Truman State University Foundation
100 E Normal Ave.
Kirksville, MO 63501
*Please note the Ray & Judie Klinginsmith Nursing 

Scholarship Fund
Alternatively, you can donate online at tinyurl.com/

KlinginsmithNursingScholarship

Ray Klinginsmith
Jun 19, 1937 — Jan 17, 2024
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CENTURY 21  
Lifetime Realty

1605 S Baltimore St, Suite A
Kirksville, MO 63501

660-665-5678
www.C21Kirksville.com

Each office is individually owned and operated.
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— REBECCA WEST, BRITISH AUTHOR

Thank you for supporting local journalism!
We strive to provide your last word in responsible 

news reports, in-depth local perspectives, accurate 
information and valuable advertising.

 3602 Industrial Rd, Kirksville, MO 63501
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712 E. Washington, Kirksville    660-665-1006
Email:  ann.gray@miparishschool.org

Dear Members of the Kirksville and Surrounding Communities,
 
Catholic schools benefit all year long from the religious guidance, prayers and support parishes provide.  Each Janu-
ary Catholic schools around the nation celebrate Catholic Schools Week.  The theme this year is, “United in Faith and 
Community.”  This week is used to draw attention to faith development, academics, and service activities students in 
our school pursue all year around.
 
This is an excellent time for us to thank the Mary Immaculate Parish, the Kirksville community and the Kirksville R-III 
school district for supporting and collaborating with us over the years.  The school district works with us to have a Title 
I teacher in our building to help students with reading skills.  We are also blessed to have the opportunity to participate 
in athletic programs sponsored by the district.  We appreciate the support of our local businesses and individuals who 
offer donations and other kinds of contributions to our school.
 
Please join us in many events that are planned for this week as together we form and educate our students, who enrich 
our lives now and who will become tomorrow’s leaders.
 
Below we have summarized reasons for choosing, supporting, and celebrating Catholic schools.

Msgr. Marion Makarewicz, Pastor of Mary Immaculate Parish
Ann Gray, Principal of Mary Immaculate School

 RE COGNIZE TEACHERS, FAMILIES, SUPPORTERS

  ENG AGE STUDENTS

 PRAY  TOGETHER

 CELEBRATE  HISTORY AND TRADITIONS

 SERVE T OGETHER

  MORA L DEVELOPMENT

   INVOLVE FAMILIES

 MAKE  CATHOLIC EDUCATION SPECIAL

  EMPASI S ON ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

  COMMITMENT TO SERVICE

 EDUCATING THE W HOLE CHILD

 FAITH DEVEL OPMENT

 DEDICATI ON

 RE LIGIOUS GUIDANCE

ENRICHING OUR LIVES

Mary Immaculate Catholic School
I love Mary  

Immaculate School 
because the teachers 
provide a great educa-
tion and are incredible 

at building Catholic 
faith in their students.  

Mary Immaculate 
provides great help to 
charities and is very 
helpful to their parish 

members.  
- Ava Fischer,  

6th Grade

I love Mary Immaculate 
School because we 

brought food in for the 
poor.  We get to learn 

about Jesus. 
-Clara Munn,  
Kindergarten

I love Mary Immaculate School 
because the wonderful staff and 
my classmates have allowed me 
to make great memories, making 

my years at Mary Immaculate 
some of the best of my life. 

-Isabella Caldwell, 8th Grade

I love Mary Immaculate 
School because all of 
my classmates are so 
nice and the teachers 
are awesome.  I would 
never ever want to go 
to any other school 

because this school is 
amazing!!  

-Sadie Cleaver,  
4th Grade

“My child has attended Mary Immaculate 
pre-k through 8th grade. We chose to send 

him for our Catholic faith and stayed for 
the wonderful teachers, administrators and 

school families. We have received a wonderful 
education with small class sizes and one on 
one attention when needed. The staff a Mary 
Immaculate truly cares about each and every 
student, parent and relative and goes above 
and beyond for their students. The school 

fosters an environment not only for top of the 
line education but for ensuring that your child 
builds character and kindness for themselves 

and others. Mary Immaculate has been a 
wonderful choice for our family.”

-Jen Ray

I love Mary 
Immaculate School 

because it is the 
perfect school to help 
me fulfill my dream of 
being a doctor.  The 

teachers are kind and 
do fun things that are 

educational.  
-Penelope Moore,  

4th Grade

I love Mary Immaculate School 
because everything we do is fun 
at Mary Immaculate.  # school is 

the best!
-Nolan McKim, 2nd Grade

We choose Mary Immaculate School because we 
believe that giving our kids a high quality Catholic 
Education is one of the most important things we 

do for them.  We believe that the Catholic education 
our kids receive at Mary Immaculate is an extension 

of what they are being taught at home.  We also 
feel it is very important that our kids be surrounded 

every day with teachers and students that mirror 
our religious beliefs and moral choices.  

-Ben and Tara Seedorf

“As parents, choosing the right school for 
our children is one of the most important 

decisions we face. For us, Mary Immaculate 
Catholic School was a clear choice. This 

school not only offers an excellent academic 
curriculum but also instills strong moral 
values that align with our family beliefs. 

The sense of community and belonging is 
palpable, and the dedicated staff genuinely 

cares about each child’s well-being and 
educational growth. The integration of faith 
and learning ensures that our children are 

not just academically prepared but also grow 
as compassionate, thoughtful individuals. 
We feel confident and reassured knowing 

that our children are part of an environment 
that nurtures both their minds and spirits.” 

-Andy and Tiffany Schwend 



A
lmost all of us 
know how to pro-
nounce pandemic 
now, and we have 
a pretty good idea 

of what it means since every-
one we know spent more than 
a year under virtual house 
arrest.

But that didn’t help Billy 
much. Billy’s our town dog, 
of course. He’s been our town 
dog since Sally passed away 
on Doc’s porch, and Billy’s 
owner died two weeks later. 
Sometimes an honored position 
doesn’t require an election.

Billy took right to it. He 
made his daily rounds to the 
back door of the Chinese 
restaurant and the Mule Barn 
coffee shop. He drifted over 
to the Rest of Your Life re-
tirement home often to give 
the old folks another reason to 
enjoy life.

And there was his job, too. 
Every weekday morning Bil-
ly was on duty at the street 
crossing where the kids went 
to school. Martin, the crossing 
guard, was always there with 
his vest and his sign, and Billy 
was the official cross-the-
street escort.

But when the pandemic hit, 
the kids were suddenly home 
schooled and Martin stayed 
home as well. This threw a big 
monkey wrench into Billy’s 
gear box.

So about once a week, a 
bunch of us masked coffee 
drinkers would go to the 
school intersection and stand 
there until Billy showed up. 
He’d look both ways and take 
us across the street, and then 
continue on his daily rounds.

Just because we’re in a pan-
demic doesn’t mean we can’t 
do our job.

Brought to you by your local 
classic country radio station which 

carries Home Country Radio with 
Slim Randles. Costs you nothing. 

Just tune in and grin.

Look both ways

Still got it
I 

was at my chiroprac-
tor’s office, waiting in 
the private cubicle for a 
crack at my turn. After 
putting on the “Velcro 

in the back” gown, I glanced 
in the mirror on the wall to 
be sure my hair was not stick-
ing up and I had no traces of 
breakfast on my face.

There I was, dressed as if 
heading for surgery, in a flow-
ery sack draped against a ma-
tronly body. I grimaced and 
turned away.

The rooms aren’t sound-
proofed, and music streams 
from overhead speakers to 
mask conversation in the treat-
ment room. My chiropractor 
has great taste in music.

In moments, an all-time 
favorite song from my teen 
years wiggled into my ears. 
It wound itself around my 
memories, taking me back to a 
time when music accompanied 
every aspect of existence.

This was not a love song. It 
didn’t remind me of fumbling 
embraces or sighs of heart-
break. And it wasn’t an ethe-
real instrumental of technical 
beauty. No “Love is Blue” or 
“Classical Gas.”

I was surrounded by the 
thumping rhythm of a bass 
guitar. The swish of a drum 
brush. Synthesizer whines. 
Clicks and taps. In seconds, 
the melody strummed against 
my spine.

I knew the song the second 
it began.

“Come Together” by the 
Beatles grabbed me where I 
stood and took me to another 
time.

I closed my eyes to absorb 
the sensation; music like this 
demanded concentration. It was 
meant to be “felt” in the soul.

I can’t explain what happened 
at that moment. Maybe I was 
temporarily hypnotized by the 
chiropractor with subliminal 
messages beneath the tune. 
Maybe I experienced sudden 
amnesia that erased all the 
years between 1969-2024.

My body started to gyrate.
The beat gave my legs 

reason to slide this way and 
that, as if tiny Swiffers were 
attached to my shoe soles. My 
artificial knees earned their 
investment, bending slightly 
and springing back, following 
my feet as they swiveled.

I was feeling so cool. I was 
at the Armory building in 

my small hometown, dancing 
with my best friend, Donna, 
and giving flirty glances to 
all boys in the vicinity. We 
WOULD dance with a boy be-
fore the dance was over. We 
were sure of our allure.

My flowered gown changed 
to a flowy miniskirt that 
swirled around my young, 
skinny legs, and my generic 
sneakers became my favorite 
lace-up, white sandals. I had 
slept in brush rollers the night 
before, so my scalp was sore, 
but my hair poofed out and 
flipped perfectly at the ends.

I had no need for a chiroprac-
tor at that moment. My limbs 
were as bendable as Gumby’s. 
My neck bobbed side to side 
without a click or twinge. And 
my hips swiveled in patterns I 
thought I had forgotten.

I wobbled around, mindful 
of the beat and keeping per-
fect time. My hands lifted as 
if in supplication to a higher 
power. The Beatles were wail-
ing about ‘feet down below his 
knees.’ They were so groovy.

I turned toward the wall and 
slowly lifted my eyelids (I was 
getting a bit dizzy). Two worlds 
collided in a single second.

That girl of the 60s, who fell 
in love weekly and knew every-
thing about everything, stared 
into the face of a woman near-
ing her 7th decade. The lady’s 
hands were facing the glass as 
if warding off an attacker.

She had a couple chins, 
progressive lenses, and thin-
ning hair with a telltale stripe 
of gray along the part. Her 
mouth, pursed into what used 
to be an “oh so seductive” 
pout, now made her look as if 
she had just licked a lemon.

After a second or two, I 
laughed. I stared deeply into 
my own, still sparkly eyes. 
That girl was still there. I 
kept dancing.

Contact Robin at  
robinwrites@yahoo.com

By Brandon Carlyle, B.S., CHES®
Health Educator 
Adair County Health Department

Welcome to this week’s edi-
tion of Public Health Corner, 
where we are dedicated to rais-
ing awareness about various 
aspects of health, community 
resources, and the pivotal 
issues that impact the well-be-
ing of our community. In this 
edition, we turn our focus to 
a topic of great importance—
Birth Defects Awareness 
Month. Recognized annually 
in January, this month serves 
as a crucial reminder of the 
impact birth defects can have 
on individuals, families, and 
communities.

Understanding Birth Defects:
Birth defects are structural 

changes present at birth that 
can affect almost any part or 
parts of the body. They may 
affect how the body looks, 
works, or both. While not all 
birth defects can be prevented, 
understanding the risk factors 
and taking proactive steps can 
make a significant difference.

Key Facts and Prevention:
Preconception Health: En-

suring maternal health before 
conception is vital. Mothers 
should maintain a healthy 
lifestyle, including a balanced 
diet, regular exercise, and 

avoiding harmful substances 
like tobacco and alcohol.

Early Prenatal Care: Early 
and regular prenatal care is 
crucial. Healthcare providers 
can monitor the health of both 
the mother and the develop-
ing baby, identify potential 
issues, and provide necessary 
interventions.

Genetic Counseling: For indi-
viduals with a family history of 
birth defects or specific genetic 
conditions, genetic counseling 
can provide valuable informa-
tion about risks and options.

Avoiding Harmful Substanc-
es: Substance abuse during 
pregnancy, including alcohol, 
tobacco, and certain medica-
tions, can increase the risk of 
birth defects. Seeking guidance 
from healthcare providers is 
essential.

Managing Chronic Condi-
tions: Proper management of 
chronic conditions, such as 
diabetes, before and during 
pregnancy can reduce the risk 
of birth defects.

Promoting Awareness and 
Support:

Educational Initiatives: 
Spread awareness by sharing 
information about birth defects 
within your community. Knowl-
edge empowers individuals to 
make informed choices during 
pregnancy.

Support for Affected Fami-
lies: Families dealing with the 
challenges of birth defects may 
benefit from support groups, 
counseling, and access to re-
sources. Creating a supportive 
environment is crucial.

Advocacy for Research: 
Support research initiatives 
focused on understanding the 
causes of birth defects and de-
veloping preventive measures. 
Advocacy plays a vital role in 
advancing public health.

Your Role in Birth Defects 
Prevention:

As members of our com-
munity, we can contribute to 
birth defects prevention by 
fostering a culture of support, 
understanding, and awareness. 
Whether you are a parent, 
healthcare professional, educa-
tor, or advocate, your involve-
ment matters.

If you have concerns or ques-
tions about birth defects, reach 
out to your healthcare provider 
or local health department for 
guidance. Let’s work together 
to create a community that pri-
oritizes the well-being of moth-
ers and infants.

Thank you for your com-
mitment to the health of our 
community.

Letters to the Editor Policy: The Kirksville Daily Express welcomes your letters about issues or events of general interest. Letters of 400 words or less are given preference. They may be edited for both length  
and clarity. Letters must be signed and include the writer’s address and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters will normally be limited to one per person per month. Letters that are unreasonable,  
libelous, or that deal in personalities or personal disputes will not be accepted. Letters may be sent to the Kirksville Daily Express at PO Box 809, Kirksville, MO., 63501 or by email to news@kirksvilledailyexpress.com.
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What is your purpose?.. Do you ever think about that?.. Do 
you wonder why you’re here?

Have you ever given thought... to what the world would be 
like... if you had never appeared?

What void did you fill?.. What souls have you touched?.. What 
lives are now better because of you?

The answers to these questions... you may never know... but 
those that you’ve touched certainly do.

 — Daniel D. Donovan

What is Your Purpose?

A
t least once a day, I 
run across a room 
yelling, “No, no, 
no!” Then I lunge 
for the remote con-

trol, the way a soldier dives for 
a grenade before it explodes.

I push that mute button like 
my sanity depends on it — be-
cause it does. If I don’t hit mute 
or fast-forward in time, Tom and 
I might hear one of the many 
commercial jingles designed to 
burrow into the human brain 
and never, ever leave. (We’re 
looking at you, Skyrizi, Jardi-
ance, and Ozempic. Your jingles 
are jangling our nerves, and we 
don’t like it.)

Now that we’re officially 
middle-aged, we must block out 
this noise as much as possible. 
There’s no extra room in my 
brain. My headspace is more 
crowded now than it has ever 
been. And every time I hear an-
other pharmaceutical jingle, that 
catchy little tune moves into my 
head while something far more 
important falls out — like my 
Amazon password or which row I 
parked on at Walmart.

I understand why drug com-
panies do this. They think if 
people are busy humming along 
to the song while watching a 
lady dance with a mailman, 
they might not hear the subtle 
disclaimers behind the melody 
— lines like “may cause serious 
side effects like ketoacidosis 
that may be fatal, dehydration 
that can lead to sudden wors-
ening of kidney function, or 
genital yeast or urinary tract in-
fections.” Then they slip in this 
little nugget of info right before 
the music swells to a finish: “A 
rare, life-threatening bacteri-

al infection of the skin of the 
perineum could occur.”

What’s a perineum? Not sure. I 
was too busy singing to pay atten-
tion to the whispered warnings.

I know this isn’t a new prob-
lem. Marketing experts have 
been selling us stuff with ad-
dictive melodies long before the 
first “plop-plop, fizz-fizz” of the 
1970s. They know that if the 
brain absorbs new information 
in the form of a song, it’s much 
more likely to remember it — 
especially if you repeat it rough-
ly two zillion times a day.

Years ago, I used this tactic on 
my own kids when they were in 
preschool. For safety reasons, I 
needed to make sure they knew 
our home address and phone 
number (because tiny humans 
didn’t have smartphones or 
Apple Air Tags back then). So 
I made up a song using the in-
formation as lyrics, and I’d ask 
them to sing it to me at random 
times to make sure they really 
knew it. To this day, those three 
kids, who are now 22, 19, and 17, 
say that they can’t write down 
our address without hearing that 
song in their head — to which I 
say, “Mission accomplished.”

But what today’s drug com-
mercials are doing is different. 
They’re not putting “Oh, oh, oh, 
Ozempic” in my head for safety 
reasons. They want me to sing it 
while I wait at red lights and hum 
it all the way into a doctor’s office 
where I ask for a prescription.

Capitalism is corrupting our 
music, people! If we’re not care-
ful, these 30-second earworms 
will become a nationwide prob-
lem. (Nationwide is on your side.)

These dangerous ditties are 
the siren song of mindless con-

sumerism. We have to wake up! 
(The best part of waking up is 
Folgers in your cup.)

After all, we’re not easily 
manipulated children. We have 
to grow up. (I don’t wanna grow 
up. I’m a Toys R Us kid.) Be-
cause that’s what responsible 
adults do. (Do a dollop, do-do a 
dollop of Daisy.)

But maybe I’m being paranoid 
— just making something out 
of nothing. However, if you ask 
the singer of the Skyrizi jingle, 
“Nothing is everything.” See 
what I mean? These earworms 
will make us all nuts! (Some-
times you feel like a nut… some-
times you don’t. Almond Joy’s 
got nuts. Mounds don’t.)

If we can’t create a national 
ban on these jingles, maybe 
we could limit the frequency. 
We could send all advertisers 
a strongly worded letter from 
the collective TV watchers of 
America and kindly ask if they 
would just give us a break. 
(Gimme a break... Break me off 
a piece of that Kit Kat bar!)

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I 
need to go buy some chocolate. 
I’ll let you know when it’s time 
to sign that letter. In the mean-
time, for your own safety, keep 
your finger on that mute button.

Gwen Rockwood is a syndicated 
freelance columnist. Email her at 

gwenrockwood5@gmail.com. Her 
book is available on Amazon.

Music and madness
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By Blytha Ellis, President
Adair County Historical Society 
and Museum

Emily Alice Corbin (1860-
1963) lived to be 103 years old. 
She was born in Kirksville, a 
descendant of the Ownbey fam-
ily, attended college, became 
a teacher, raised two children, 
outlived two husbands, became a 
postmistress, and was a prolific 
writer. With her life, we will end 
our saga of the Ownbey family.

Emily was the granddaughter 
of Canada and Lucinda (Walker) 
Ownbey. She was the daughter 
of Cassandra “Cassie” (Ownbey) 
and Early Corbin, the “radical” 
school teacher who named Rad-
ical Ridge country school in 
Adair County. Ben Ownbey who 
started Ownbey Lake in Kirks-
ville was her maternal uncle.

In her later years around 1940, 
Emily wrote not only her own life 
story, but also a history of Lo-
gan County, Colorado, a history 
of her church, and a genealogy 
of several branches of her an-
cestors. In her writings about 
growing up in Adair County, she 
gives us a unique look at life in 
days gone by.

Emily was born in a log cabin 
in Adair County in 1860, the year 
that Abraham Lincoln was elect-
ed President. One of her earliest 
childhood memories was when 
she was 4 years old in the heat of 
the Civil War. “I remember going 
with my father and mother to 
visit the family of my uncle the 
day before he was leaving for the 
Army. I recall my aunt crying all 
day as she went about her work 
and packing his belongings for 
his departure. He was killed, and 
we never saw him again.”

The uncle’s name was William 
Hamilton Corbin (1832-1861), and 
he was killed in the Battle of 
Centralia, Mo. He was buried in 
a mass grave in Jefferson City. 
His name appears on a large 
monument there. He was the 
oldest brother of Early Corbin.

Emily recalled another ex-
tremely sad time in her family’s 
life when her beloved young-
er brother, William C. “Billy” 
Corbin (1864-1875), died at the 
age of 11. “I remember so well 
what a blow it was to us all.” 
Emily said that Billy had a big 
red apple on one of their apple 
trees that he was watching and 
guarding carefully, waiting for 
it to become fully ripe before he 
picked it and ate it. But, he never 
got to eat it. He passed away be-
fore it was ready. One day, their 
father said, “We will eat Billy’s 
apple.” He cut it and gave each 
of the family members a piece. 
When they had finished eating 
it, in a tearful voice, their fa-
ther began to sing the old hymn 
“Thou Hath Left Us.” Some of 
the words are, “Here thy loss we 
deeply feel, but ‘tis God who hath 
berelf [deprived] us. He can all 
our sorrows heal.” Their father 
sang all the stanzas “while tears 
streamed down all our faces.”

Emily wrote that when she 
thought of the “utter absence 
of conveniences” in her early 
life and that of her family, she 
was amazed at the “contentment 
of the pioneers.” She guessed 
that they may have been de-
pressed, but “knew it not.” “For 
light, there were homemade tal-
low candles and later coal oil 
lamps. Water was carried from 
outside wells for all purposes. 
Hickory-bottomed chairs were 
‘bottomed’ by father. Wood was 
chopped by father for the big 
fireplace and ‘stove wood’ for 
the kitchen, all carried in and 
piled high on the porch by us 
children.”

Emily said she could see “the 
old coffee mill fastened to the 
kitchen wall, operated by a 
crank, where we ground the 

freshly parched coffee always 
bought ‘green,’ We browned it 
in a large hot skillet, stirring 
constantly to insure perfect uni-
formity in color and the desired 
aroma.”

She remembered “the high and 
mighty feather beds, so comfy 
in our frigidaire bedrooms. We 
would have frozen to death on a 
mattress.” In winter, she mar-
veled at the “heavy high shoes, 
knitted wool stockings, heavy 
wool underthings reaching from 
neck to heels, woolen hoods, and 
mittens; anyway we could play 
in the snow all day and never 
feel the cold.” Her memories of 
Christmas were of “doughnuts, 
cookies, apples, taffy, popcorn, 
hazel, hickory and black walnuts 
in our stockings, or when stock-
ings were found inadequate for so 
many goodies, mother suggested 
that we each ‘set a plate’ for San-
ta’s use in distributing his gifts to 
good little boys and girls. In the 
absence of evergreen trees in our 
part of the country, the leafless 
trees of the forest were used for 
Christmas trees, the branches 
being wrapped with strips of 
green paper to simulate leaves. I 
was almost grown before I ever 
saw an evergreen tree so used.”

Emily recalled “pickles, chow 
chows … put up by the bushel, 
and sauerkraut by the barrel; 
apple butter, peach butter, sor-
ghum were all made in large vats 
at the cane mill.” Boys were in 
short supply in her family, so she 
and her five sisters had to help 
on the farm with “planting, hoe-
ing, garnering the crops, hauling 
shocks, and even helping with 
sheep shearing. The wool from 
the sheep was home washed, then 
home-carded into rolls, home-
spun and woven into cloth for 
clothing, blankets and wonderful 
coverlets.”

Emily remembered, “In my 
grandmother’s house, I have 
counted one hundred blankets,” 
folded and stacked to the ceiling. 
When grandchildren, 20 or more, 
came to visit, there was no lack 
of covers “to bed them down, ad-
equately and comfortably.”

Emily stated, “For many years, 
we wove our own carpets … and 
one summer I carpeted our coun-
try home floors with 100 yards 
of brightly colored carpet of my 
own weaving.” In those early 
days, Emily said most families 
“owned their own looms, spin-
ning wheels, cards for making 
the wool into rolls, ready for 
spinning, reels which wound the 
yarn into hanks, and whatever 
else was required for the trans-
formation of wool into cloth.”

She added, “Then, too, there 
was the housework, sewing, 
washing, ironing, cooking, churn-
ing … always plenty of work in 
a big family, but oodles of fun.” 
Emily couldn’t forget the time 
when she was 13 and her mother 
got the first sewing machine in 
the neighborhood, and learning to 
operate it. “The neighbors came 
in to admire and comment.”

Piecing quilts, however, was 
something that Emily thought 
was a waste of energy. She always 
thought of more interesting and 
profitable ways to spend her time. 
However, she did, nonetheless, 
make some quilts in her time.

One of the thrills of Emily’s 
childhood was when the Normal 
School opened in Kirksville. She 
was impressed that it was a “state 
institution.” She attended the big 
cornerstone-laying ceremony on 
September 6, 1871. She went with 

her father, and even though she 
was only 11 at the time, “I saw 
myself a student there, and some 
day a teacher!”

The completed building of the 
new Normal School was dedi-
cated on January 13, 1873, and 
a year later, Emily, at the age of 
only 14 in the fall of 1874, was 
able to be enrolled at the Nor-
mal School. “I sailed forth the 
happiest girl in Missouri, with 
my blessed father, who walked 
proudly up to the secretary’s desk 
and planked down the $10 tuition 
fee for the 10-weeks term, and on 
that first Tuesday in September, I 
was duly enrolled as a freshman 
in that great school.” Emily felt 
that her father was as happy as 
she was because he was an am-
bitious person, too.

Emily described the Normal 
School as the biggest building 
she had ever seen, and it had 42 
rooms! She marveled at the elec-
tric bells that regulated all the 
movements of the students. The 
bells were rung by a programmed 
clock, the first, they were told, 
ever used by any school for this 
purpose.

Emily attended three terms 
at the Normal, took the teacher 
exam and received a certificate 
in the spring of 1875 but was 
too young to teach. She had to 
wait until the next year when 
she turned 16 to begin her teach-
ing career. In 1876, she taught a 
4-month school term at Sloan’s 
Point in Adair County for $25 a 
month. She paid $2 a week for 
her room and board. After that, 
she went back to the Normal 
for two terms. She eventually 
achieved the equivalent of three 
years of college. In 1878-79, she 
taught at Hardscrabble School 
two miles from her family home, 
so she walked there every day. 
(This school was later known as 
Lone Star, District 49.) Next, she 
taught at Troy Mills School in 
1879-80. For the next three years, 
she taught at Benton Elementa-
ry School in Kirksville, then at 
Washington School in Kirksville 
(1884-86).

Emily left her native state of 
Missouri when she was 28. In Sep-
tember, 1888, she met a friend on 
a street in Kirksville and learned 
she was leaving for a teaching 
job in Colorado. Emily casually 
said she wished she was going, 
too, and if a vacancy ever came 
up in that school, to let her know. 
Three weeks later, that Colorado 
Board of Education notified her 
of a teaching position for 5th and 
6th grades, and Emily left for Ster-
ling, Colorado. There, she married 
and “found home, children and 
happiness for 47 years.” From 
1907-1912, she was Postmistress 
of Sterling, Colorado.

Emily’s first husband died in 
1905, and her second husband 
died in 1935 after being struck by 
a car while walking home from a 
church meeting.

Emily died August 17, 1963, 
at the age of 103. She was living 
in Whittier, Calif., at that time 
with her daughter, Eva. Emily 
is buried in her adopted state of 
Colorado. The book she wrote in 
1939 about the history of Logan 
County, Colo., was widely used 
as a textbook for children in that 
area for many years.

(Quotes were taken from Emily’s 
genealogy book, “Allied Families,” 
the chapter entitled “My Years,” 
available at the Adair County His-
torical Society Museum.)

© Copyright 2024 by Blytha Ellis

Memories of Emily Alice 
(Corbin) Burke Conklin
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By Larry Evans

110 Years Ago, January 26, 1914
A Kirksville blacksmith, H. M. 

Blanchard, who had just purchased 
the blacksmith shop on West Wash-
ington Street, was severely burned 
when he attempted to start a fire 
at the shop with gasoline which he 
mistook for coal oil. The gasoline 
exploded in a flash and Blanchard 
was a mass of flames. Fortunately, 
he had the presence of mind to 
jump into the cooling tub of water 
that was sitting nearby. His coat 
and overalls were burned on his 
body and his hands were severely 
burned. Other parts of his body, 
including face, neck, and arms 
were scorched, but not as severely 
as his hands. After the incident, he 
walked to a nearby doctor’s office 
where he was treated. Blanchard 
had come to Kirksville the week 
previous and was in the process 
of getting his blacksmith shop 
operational.

105 Years Ago, January 24, 1919
An Adair County Grand Jury 

convened and returned its first 
indictment in the case of a young 
man, Denton Plumlee, whose idea 
of a joke led to the indictment and 
a fine. Plumlee was charged with 
riding a horse into the Kohlmyer 
school house while school was in 
session. The jury’s action resulted 
in a “true bill” which required 
Plumlee to appear in court. He 
pled guilty and was fined $5 and 
court costs.

100 Years Ago, January 27, 1924
The Davis and Wilson Un-

dertaking firm completed the 
purchase of the property at 202 
East Washington Street and an-
nounced plans to build a large, 
modern funeral home. The prop-
erty was purchased from Dr. 
Ezra Grim, and the house that 
was on the lot was being moved 
to another location. Construction 
was expected to begin as soon as 
the transaction was finalized if 
the weather permitted. Comple-
tion of the new facility was slated 
for June 1, 1924. The new funeral 
home would have the morgue, 
funeral parlors, restrooms, and 
everything to make it both com-
fortable and modern in every 
detail. The facility was later op-
erated under the names of Davis 
& Davis Funeral Home and the 
Davis-Playle Funeral Home. The 
building is still standing.

95 Years Ago, January 28, 1929
A section of the business dis-

trict of Novinger was destroyed 
in an early morning fire. Four 
business houses were a total loss 
in the $30,000 fire. The firms sus-
taining loss were the Elsea Store, 
Emery Howerton’s Drug Store, 
Sam Halley’s barber shop, and the 
offices occupied by the dentist, 
Dr. E.E. Trunnel, and physician 
and surgeon Dr. H. T. Garrison. 
The buildings were located at 
the south end of the east side of 
Main Street, just south of the 
Novinger Bank. All were of brick 
construction and only the walls 
were left standing. Nearly all the 
goods and equipment in the stores 
and offices were burned. The fire 
was discovered in the Elsea store 
about 5 a.m. by Joe Rabbitt and 
another miner who were on their 
way to work. They immediately 
turned in the fire by ringing the 
fire bell, but since Novinger did 
not have a fire department not 
much could be done to fight the 
fire. Most of the volunteer ef-
forts were devoted to saving the 
buildings to the north of the fire 
area which were separated by an 
alley. Sheets of tin were placed 
over the windows of the Novinger 
Bank, and by using water on the 
structure no damage was done. 
Fortunately, a strong wind out of 
the north blew the heat and flames 
to the south. A call was placed to 
the Kirksville Fire Department 
which responded, but by the time 
the truck arrived the buildings 

were completely engulfed. The 
Elsea Store, managed by Everett 
Elsea, sustained the biggest loss 
as it carried a stock of general 
merchandise and groceries esti-
mated at from $8,000 to $10,000. 
Elsea also owned the two build-
ings which he occupied. They 
were valued at between $4,000 
and $5,000. All the equipment 
and furnishings in the doctor’s 
and dentist’s offices were lost. In 
the past, the business section of 
Novinger had been unfortunate 
as far as fires were concerned as 
practically every part of it had 
sustained one or more fires. In 
nearly every instance the build-
ings were not replaced, which left 
the business district scattered.

90 Years Ago, January 21, 1934
Dr. Ralph O. Stickler, medical 

practitioner and surgeon in Kirks-
ville since 1926 and one of the 
owners of the Ellis-Stickler Hos-
pital for several years, purchased 
the hospital when it was offered at 
a trustee’s sale at the courthouse. 
Dr. Stickler planned to continue 
operating it as the Stickler Hos-
pital. He also announced that Dr. 
H. B. Elkins, of Brashear, would 
become a resident physician and 
maintain an office at the hospital. 
Dr. Elkins would also oversee the 
X-ray and internal medicine de-
partments. Dr. Ellis, formerly of 
the Ellis-Stickler Hospital, moved 
to a downtown office.

85 Years Ago, January 25, 1939
Dr. C. M. C. Willcox, a Kirks-

ville and Adair County, physician 
and druggist, died at his home. Dr. 
Willcox’s family came to Adair 
County from Ohio in 1857 and 
began a farming operation and 
eventually went into the mercan-
tile business in Kirksville. Dr. 
Willcox was born in Kirksville in 
1871, attended the local schools, 
and was a graduate of the Kirks-
ville Normal School. He gradu-
ated from the College of Physi-
cians at Keokuk, Iowa, in 1891. He 
then practiced medicine for ten 
years at Millard before moving to 
Kirksville in 1902. In 1913 he es-
tablished the Willcox Drug Com-
pany. He served four terms as 
coroner of Adair County and was 
County Health Officer and County 
Physician for twelve years. He 
was elected to the Missouri leg-
islature in 1916 and served one 
term. During World War I, Dr. 
Willcox was commissioned a cap-
tain in the Medical Corps of the 
regular army. He later served as 
a captain in the Medical Reserve 
Corps for ten years.

85 Years Ago, January 29, 1939
A sixteen-year-old boy from 

Kirksville, Clell Frederick Speaks, 
was killed by a freight train in 
Mulberry, Kansas. Speaks, the 
son of Albert Speaks, was one of 
three Kirksville boys who ran 
away from their homes earlier in 
the week. According to informa-
tion received in Kirksville, the 
boys were riding on ladders at the 
ends of different cars. Although no 
one witnessed the tragedy, it was 
thought that the Speaks boy fell in 
between the cars and was run over. 
The three boys had left Kirksville 
on a Wabash passenger train head-
ed for Kansas City where they 
planned to hop a freight train.

70 Years Ago, January 26, 1954
Three Kirksville persons were 

each fined $1 in police court for 
“smooching” in Carol Dean’s Tav-
ern, 114 S. Main. Two adult males, 
an adult female, and a female minor 
were involved in the “smooching.” 
The minor, a sixteen-year-old girl, 
was also brought before the judge 
but was not fined because of her 
age. Technically, public “smooch-
ing” was a violation of the city 
ordinances under the definition of 
disturbing the peace. The tavern 
owner had brought the charges.

© Copyright 2024 by Larry Evans
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“He was a great mentor 
to me both personally and 
professionally,” she wrote. 
“He was a loyal friend, who 
always believed in me and 
challenged me to be better. 
I learned so much from him. 
What a great man who will 
be greatly missed!”

According to Bowers, 
Klinginsmith was a very in-

dependent man who strug-
gled to make sense of what 
was happening to him in his 
final days, when he needed 
care and counted on her and 
others for help.

“I’m honored that he let 
me do that,” she said.

On Nov. 8 of last year, 
Klinginsmith was honored 
with the prestigious Faculty 
and Alumni Award for Dis-
tinguished Service from the 
Mizzou Alumni Association at 
the Noon Rotary Club meet-

ing at the Kirksville Country 
Club and struggled to stand 
as he received the honor. He 
privately expressed concern 
about a sharp decline in his 
health but remained gracious 
and appreciative of those who 
came to see him that day.

“I tell people that he was 
the epitome of humble and 
kind,” Bowers said.

A celebration of Ray’s life 
will be held on Feb. 10, from 
4-7 p.m. at the Dukum Inn. 
All his friends are invited.

LEGEND 
Continued from Page A1

• Replacement of cur-
rent pavement markings 
or installation of new 
types

• Creation of new cross-
walks

• Addition or recon-
struction of curb ramps

• Upgrades to new in-
dustry standards for 
lights or signage, such as 
crosswalk lights that are 
only enabled at the pres-
ence of a pedestrian

No speed limit issues 
were found as part of the 
study, so no changes were 
recommended with those. 
Of the surveyed areas, 
only four crashes with a 
pedestrian or cyclist have 
been reported since 2012. 
However, some crosswalks 
showed either pedestrians 
or motorists paid little at-
tention to signage or light-
ing.

“Reducing the chance 
for something to go wrong 
is vital,” said Public Works 
Director Adam Dorrell. 
“If a new light gets a driv-

er to make sure they slow 
down before a crosswalk, 
or a sign in a better spot 
can get someone to look 
both ways before they 
cross, that reduces those 
chances.”

The total project cost is 
estimated to be $425,000. 
The grant covers 80 per-
cent, or $340,000, with the 
city paying the remainder.

The city of Kirksville 
looks forward to work-
ing with the schools and 
stakeholders to address 
the needs at these various 
crosswalks.

SAFETY 
Continued from Page A1

KIDS CARDBOARD BOAT RACES HELD AT AQUATIC CENTER

By Kirksville R-III 
School District

The Kirksville 
R-III School Dis-
trict would like 
to recognize one 
of our strongest 
local community 
partners, the “I 
Think I Can Foun-
dation.” Their work 
has been innovative for 
15 years and it is about as 
local in service as it can get.

Never heard of them? They can be fairly stealthy; 
and they want to keep it that way. Back in 2009, the 
small group got started after realizing the needs 
of some of our students here in Kirksville. We 
cannot count the amount of help they have given 
ever since. If a teacher realizes that a student in 
his or her class is not performing well because of 
hunger, the I Think I Can Foundation fixes that 
from behind the scenes. If a school nurse has a run 
on over-the-counter supplies and is left needing a 
lot more of something, the ITICF again steps up. If 
a coach notices that a player is struggling to afford 
new shoes, you get it, the foundation is there.

Thank you to the I Think I Can Foundation, for 
everything they do for our community’s students. 
They truly are superheroes in disguise while living 
amongst us. We won’t name names, they prefer it 
that way, but we will quote their goal as inspiration 
for us all, “To level the playing field, stand back 
and cheer on the victors.”

Kirksville R-III community partnership: 

‘I Think I Can 
Foundation’

  PHOTOS BY NEMO PHOTOGRAPHY
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By Adam Tumino

Thanks to a strong defensive 
effort in the second half and some 
timely shooting, the Truman State 
men’s basketball team has now 
won three games in a row. The 
Bulldogs beat Drury 68-63 on Sat-
urday to improve to 4-4 in confer-
ence play. Drury dropped to 3-6 
in conference play with the loss, 
which was their second-straight 
loss after three-straight wins.

After winning the conference 
opener 97-85 against Upper Iowa, 
a game that saw the Bulldogs 
outpace one of the nation’s high-
est-scoring teams, the Bulldogs 
lost their next four conference 
games. First was a 105-79 road 
loss to a vengeance-seeking Up-
per Iowa team, which was fol-
lowed by a blowout home loss 
to first-place Indianapolis. They 
then lost to Missouri-St. Louis 
and Quincy on the road before 
getting a road win over sec-
ond-place Illinois-Springfield.

The Bulldogs then returned 
home and blew out last-place South-
west Baptist on Thursday before 
Saturday’s close win over Drury.

Truman head coach Jeff Horn-
er said that the team was able 
to hang in there during a very 
tough slate of games to start 
conference season, and now have 
a chance to start solidifying their 
position in the standings, where 
they currently rank seventh.

“I would say that probably our 
first seven games were extremely 
difficult in conference,” he said. 
“We play Upper Iowa at home 
and get a win there and then play 
at Upper Iowa, which is always 
a tough place to play. Then you 
come back and you’ve got UIndy 
and UMSL, you’ve got Springfield 
and Quincy, with Indy being the 
only one at home. I really think 
that prepared us. We fought and 
battled in every one of those 
games, obviously only came out 
with a win at Springfield. Now 
I feel like we’re in some games 
where we can really get back 
into things and make our run to 
get a good seed in the conference 

tournament. Then anything can 
happen from there.”

Truman got off to a hot start 
against Drury and held a 23-5 lead 
just eight minutes into the game. 
But Drury fought back from there 
and cut the deficit to 39-38 by 
halftime. Both teams made 15 
shots from the field in the first 
half, Truman on 31 attempts and 
Drury on 28. Drury had an edge 
from three, going 8-of-15 while 
Truman was 4-of-11.

The second half was a low-scor-
ing affair, especially for a Drury 
team that ranks fourth in the 
GLVC in points per game. Nei-
ther team scored until nearly 
four minutes had elapsed in the 
half, which is when a Drury three 
pointer gave the Panthers their 
first lead of the game at 41-39. 
Truman freshman Matt Haefner 
then scored the next eight points 
of the game to put the Bulldogs 
back up by six points.

Truman got the lead as high as 
eight points, but Drury once again 
reclaimed the lead at 58-56, and 
again at 61-58 with 4:36 left in the 
game. Truman sophomore Casen 
Lawrence tied the score at 61 with 
his first three of the game, but not 
his biggest three of the game.

That came with 48 seconds 
left and the score tied at 63-63. 
Lawrence’s three gave the Bull-
dogs the lead back for good, and 
although they went 2-of-4 from 
three after that, they got several 

defensive stops to pick up the win.
Horner subbed Lawrence into 

the game with just over five min-
utes to go, and the sophomore 
played the remainder of the 
game. He originally came in for 
Xavier Hall, who was struggling 
from the field but ended with a 
team-high seven assists. Hall did 
re-enter the game with 2:41 left 
and had a key steal and had the 
assist on Lawrence’s go-ahead 
three in the final minute.

Horner said it can be tough at 
times to manage minutes among 
his group of talented guards, but 
felt Lawrence’s shooting ability 
was needed down the stretch.

“I keep saying that I need to get 
Casen Lawrence a little more time 
because of the way he shoots the 
basketball, but it’s been so hard 
because we do have really good 
guards playing out there too,” 
Horner said. “I saw something 
late where I didn’t think Xavier 
was shooting the ball that great. 
He played a great floor game, 
but I felt like we needed another 
shooter on the floor. Casen comes 
in and hits two big threes… Prob-
ably the happiest guy for him was 
Xavier. That’s what makes our 
team so great.”

All six of Lawrence’s points 
came on his clutch threes and 
he is now shooting 28-of-61 from 
three on the season. He is not 
among the qualifiers for three-
point percentage in the GLVC, 

but his mark of 45.9% would 
rank him seventh, right between 
his Bulldog teammates Kobi Wil-
liams and Trey Shearer.

Haefner, thanks to his hot 
stretch of play early in the second 
half, had a career day. He led the 
team with 20 points and eight re-
bounds, both career highs for the 
freshman forward. After scoring 
22 total points in the first two 
games of the season, Haefner had 
just 44 points over the next 12 for 
an average of 3.7 points per game. 
And after going 3-of-5 from three 
in the season opener, he was just 
7-of-25 from deep since.

He shot 4-of-6 from three on 
Saturday. Lawrence and Haefner 
were a combined 6-of-10 from 
three while the rest of the team 
struggled from deep, going a com-
bined 2-of-14. Williams and Shear-
er are normally two of the best 
three-point shooters in the GLVC, 
but Williams was just 1-of-4 from 
three and Shearer did not attempt 
a three for the first time since the 
final game of his freshman season 
on Feb. 12, 2022, a game in which 
he played just six minutes.

Young players like Lawrence, 
and particularly a struggling 
Haefner, having the ability to 
step up and make big shots is 
something that Horner said was 
very valuable on Saturday and 
also bodes well for the future.

“Matt Haefner has been strug-
gling a little bit, but he’s a fresh-
man,” Horner said. “A lot of fresh-
men are doing that. But I thought he 
came in and made some big shots. I 
thought he played really well defen-
sively and I thought he rebounded 
his butt off, too. He’s one of those 
guys where he’s got to stop thinking 
so much and just play a little bit. I 
think he gets in his head a little bit, 
and that’s normal for a freshman 
to do. Any time we can have young 
guys step up is huge for us. I feel 
really good about where the pro-
gram’s at right now for sure.”

Truman will look to keep their 
winning streak alive in a pair of 
upcoming road games. First up is 
a game at Rockhurst on Jan. 25 fol-
lowed by one against William Jewell 
on Jan. 27. They will then return 
home and host McKendree on Feb. 1.

Bulldogs outlast Drury for 3rd-straight win

Truman guard Xavier looks to finish a layup through contact in the 
game against Drury on Jan. 20.  PHOTOS BY ADAM TUMINO

Truman freshman Matt Haefner 
drives toward the basket in the 
game against Drury on Jan. 20.

Truman freshman Kobi Williams plays perimeter defense in the game 
against Drury on Jan. 20.

By Adam Tumino

Coming off their first con-
ference win of the season, the 
Truman State women’s basket-
ball team was looking to make 
it back-to-back victories when 
hosting a tough Drury team on 
Saturday. Drury jumped out to 
an early lead and went up by as 
many as 17 points in the third 
quarter before Truman climbed 
back into the game. The Bulldogs 
pulled within four points late in 
the fourth quarter, but ultimately 
came up short and fell 92-82.

Truman is now 1-9 in conference 
play so far and 4-12 overall. Drury 
improved to 8-3 in conference play 
and 13-4 overall with the win.

Sitting at 1-9 through the first 10 
conference games is not where the 
Bulldogs expected or hoped to be, 
especially coming off 12 straight 
seasons with a winning confer-
ence record. In those 12 years, the 
Bulldogs averaged 12.4 conference 
wins per season and they had 15 
wins in GLVC games last season.

But Saturday’s close loss to Dru-
ry came after five of the previous 
eight conference losses came by 
five or fewer points. At least in the-
ory, the Bulldogs are a few bounc-
es per game away from potentially 
being 7-3 in conference play.

Head coach Theo Dean said 
that, while 1-9 if of course not 
ideal, he likes how the team has 
been playing through conference 
season so far.

“I like where we are right now, 
and I like where we’re headed,” he 
said. “We’re headed in the right di-
rection. Even in the last two games, 
we gave up a high amount of points 
in regards to what we want to give 
up… but I thought a lot of those kids 
just hit shots and we defended ex-
actly how we were supposed to. This 
was another day where we didn’t 
give up a ton of offensive rebounds 
as well, which is something we’ve 
been focusing on. So I definitely 
like the direction we’re heading in.”

Saturday’s game saw Truman 
jump out to a 20-14 lead before 
Drury, the conference’s high-

est-scoring team, finished the 
quarter on a 16-2 run. Truman 
responded, though, going on a 
14-2 run of their own to open the 
second quarter and grab a 36-
32 lead. The trend continued as 
a Drury run saw them claim a 
45-41 lead heading into halftime.

Drury’s offense came out strong 
to start the third, and the Panthers 
soon had a 78-61 lead with 1:31 left 
in the third. The Panthers shot 
12-of-16 from the field in the third 
quarter and 5-of-7 from three. 
Truman still shot a very respect-
able 7-of-12 from the field and put 
up 22 points in the quarter, but 
were just 1-of-5 from deep.

Three-point shooting was a ma-
jor factor in Truman’s first confer-
ence win over Southwest Baptist on 
Thursday, when they went 16-of-33 
from deep and well surpassed their 
season averages in threes made 
and three-point percentage.

Well that shooting perfor-
mance is difficult to replicate, 
Dean said he thought the team 
had some bad tendencies beyond 
the arc that led to the third-quar-
ter shortcomings.

“I thought in the second quarter, 
we took probably three or four 
threes that I didn’t like personally,” 
he said. “I thought they were a little 
bit too early, some were forced. 
Then in that third quarter when we 
had a cold stretch from the three 

point line, I think we put a lot of 
pressure on ourselves by giving up 
shots and we were trying to match 
it. You never want to put yourself in 
a position to match point for point. 
It’s really hard when you put a lot 
of pressure on yourself offensive-
ly. Today was just a day where we 
couldn’t match those shots.”

The Bulldogs still went 10-of-28 
from three, eclipsing their sea-
son averages of 7.1 made threes 
per game and their 30.1% three-
point percentage.

Defensively, Truman held Dru-
ry to just 2-of-7 shooting from the 
field in the fourth-quarter. The 
Panthers went 9-of-10 from the 
free throw line, though, and went 
8-of-8 from the line after Truman 
cut the deficit to four points with 
just over two minutes to go.

Individually, freshman guard 
Molly Joyce had a career day for 
the Bulldogs. She scored a team 
and career high in points with 
24 while shooting 9-of-14 from 
the field and 3-of-6 from three. 
She also played a career-high 34 
minutes in what was her second 
start of the season, both coming 
in the last two games.

Dean said that she stands out 
to him as a conference freshman 
of the year candidate with how 
she has played so far this season.

“She’s the freshman of the year 
in my eyes. There’s no freshman 

as good as she is. There’s no 
freshman stepping up and doing 
things like she can on a big stage. 
She’s done it all season. If you 
look at non-conference games, 
she’s the one that sparked a lot of 
somebacks and different things.”

Joyce has scored in double fig-
ures six times in her first season, 
with four of those games coming 
in the last six contests. In that 
span, she has increased her scor-
ing average from 6.4 points per 
game to 8.3, which ranks fourth 
on the team.

Finishing just behind Joyce in 
scoring on Saturday was forward 
Ellie Weltha, who recorded her sev-
enth double-double of the season 
with 22 points and 11 rebounds. 
Guard Gracie Neff also posted a 
double-double with 13 points and 10 
assists, both career highs. Maddie 
Niemeier also scored in double 
figures with 11 points to go with six 
rebounds and four assists.

Drury was led by Beth Matas 
Martin with 28 points, Caitlynn 
Daniels with 26 points and Re-
ese Schaaf with 18 points. These 
three are all among the top 18 
scorers in the GLVC this season.

Truman will be back in action 
with road games against Rock-
hurst on Jan. 25 and William 
Jewell on Jan. 27. The Bulldogs 
will be back at home on Feb. 1 
against McKendree.

Drury pulls away late 
from Truman women 
as Bulldogs fall 92-82

Truman guard Gracie Neff passes the ball along the baseline in the 
game against Drury on Jan. 20.  PHOTOS BY ADAM TUMINO

Truman guard Molly Joyce closes out on defense in the game against 
Drury on Jan. 20.

Truman forward Emma Bulman 
battles under the basket in the 
game against Drury on Jan. 20.
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TOWING & RECOVERY
L A K E S I D E

24 hour local and long distance towing
75 Ton Rotator & Air Cushion Recovery

Now Serving from two locations
Kirksville, MO • Memphis, MO

Shop 660-883-5622
Cell 660-341-1252 www.lakesidetowingandrecoveryllc.com

Accident Cleanup • Jump Starts • Unlocks • Fuel Delivery

NEW LOCATION in KIRKSVILLE
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By Adam Tumino

Truman State forward El-
lie Weltha recorded anoth-
er career milestone in the 
game against Drury on Sat-
urday. After surpassing the 
1,000-point mark last sea-
son, Weltha eclipsed 1,000 
career rebounds on Satur-
day, making her one of just 
three players in program 
history to have more than 
1,000 points and rebounds.

Now a graduate student, 
Weltha has been with the 
Bulldogs for five seasons. 
After coming off the bench 
18 times in her first season, 
Weltha has started every 
game for the Bulldogs in 
the last four seasons. She 
has a career scoring aver-
age of 12.8 points and 8.7 
rebounds per game. Over 
the last four seasons, those 
averages are 14.9 points 
per game and 10.1 re-
bounds per game. She now 
has 1,468 points and 1,001 
rebounds in her career.

Head coach Theo Dean 
was that Weltha has been 
valuable not only as a ver-

satile player, but also as a 
veteran leader.

“She’s someone that the 
team can lean on,” he said. 
“She’s played in big games, 
she’s hit big shots and she’s 
gotten big stops in her five 

years here. She’s been 
someone that’s just been 
reliable, someone that’s 
been calm, someone that 
has just done everything 
you can ask and been the 
model senior, the model 

captain. There’s not more 
that I can ask for out of 
her at all.”

Weltha currently ranks 
third in the GLVC with nine 
rebounds per game and 
fifth with 17.3 points per 

game. Should she keep up 
this pace, this will be her 
third-straight season in the 
top 10 in the conference in 
scoring and fourth-straight 
year in the top 10 in re-
bounding. She also looks to 

be on pace for her fourth-
straight All-GLVC selec-
tion. She has been named 
first team All-GLVC each 
of the last two seasons and 
was a third-team selection 
for the 2020-21 season.

Truman’s Weltha become 3rd player with 
1,000 career points, 1,000 career rebounds

Fans in the Truman student section celebrate forward Ellie Weltha’s 1,000th career 
rebound in the game against Drury on Jan. 20.  PHOTOS BY ADAM TUMINO

Truman forward Ellie Weltha attempts a shot from the 
paint in the game against Drury on Jan. 20.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. 
— No matter the setting — 
Arrowhead Stadium or Or-
chard Park — Patrick Ma-
homes and the Kansas City 
Chiefs keep finding ways to 
beat Josh Allen and Buffalo 
Bills in the playoffs.

Mahomes threw two 
touchdown passes to Travis 
Kelce and the defending Su-
per Bowl champion Chiefs 
advanced to their sixth 
straight AFC championship 
game with a 27-24 win over 
the Bills on Sunday night.

The Chiefs move on to Bal-
timore to face Lamar Jack-
son and the conference’s 
top-seeded Ravens, who beat 
Houston 34-10 on Saturday.

Kansas City is 0-1 in the 
playoffs against the Ravens, 
following a 30-7 loss in the 
2010 wild-card round. Balti-
more defeated Kansas City 
36-35 in their most recent 
regular-season matchup in 
Week 2 of the 2021 season.

“There’s no weakness 
there,” Mahomes said of 
the Ravens. “It’s going to 
take our best effort. De-
fense, offense, special 

teams, they do it all. It’s 
always a great challenge 
and that stadium’s going to 
be rocking, so we’re excit-
ed for the challenge.”

Mahomes passed his first 
test by winning his first 
true road playoff game — 
not including Super Bowl 
neutral sites — and improv-
ing his postseason record 
to 13-3.

“First of all, this is a great 
environment, man,” Ma-
homes said of Buffalo. “It 
really is. We did hear it all 
week, man, about playing a 
road game, and we’re here 
to prove a point and show 
that we can play anywhere.”

The Chiefs are accus-
tomed to ending the Bills’ 
season, having done it now 
in three of the past four play-
offs, with the first two wins 
coming at home in the 2020 
AFC championship game and 
the 2021 divisional round.

“All-time classic again. 
Any time we play Sean’s 
teams, it comes right down to 
the end,” Chiefs coach Andy 
Reid said, referring to Bills 
coach Sean McDermott.

The Chiefs scored on 
five of their first six pos-

sessions, not including a 
kneeldown at halftime, 
and went ahead for good 
on Isiah Pacheco’s 4-yard 
touchdown run 40 seconds 
into the fourth quarter.

Neither team led by more 
than seven points and they 
traded leads five times. 
The outcome was decided 
when Buffalo kicker Ty-
ler Bass missed a potential 
game-tying field goal wide 
right from 44 yards, allow-
ing the Chiefs to run out 
the remaining 1:47.

“Ultimately, completely 
on me,” said Bass, who had 
a field goal blocked and 
missed from 27 yards in a 
playoff-opening 31-17 win 
over Pittsburgh last week. 
“I feel terrible. I love this 
team, man. It hurts. This 
one hurts bad.”

Allen blamed himself for 
having Buffalo’s final drive 
stall at the Chiefs 26 fol-
lowing two incompletions 
— the last a throwaway 
after he was flushed out of 
the pocket.

“I wish he wouldn’t have 
been put in that situation. 
You win as a team you lose 
as a team. One play doesn’t 

define a game, doesn’t de-
fine a season,” Allen said. 
“Losing sucks. Losing to 
them, losing to anybody.”

The Bills keep finding 
different ways to lose to the 
Chiefs. After being blown 
out 38-24 at Kansas City 
in the 2020 season AFC 
championship game, Buffa-
lo came up short in a 42-36 
overtime loss in the divi-
sional round a year later.

The game has since been 
dubbed “13 Seconds” be-
cause that’s how much time 
was left for Mahomes to 
march the Chiefs 44 yards 
on two plays to set up Har-
rison Butker’s 49-yard 
field goal. Mahomes then 
clinched the win with a 
9-yard touchdown pass to 
— who else? — Kelce.

The tight end didn’t stick 
around to address reporters 
after this win, as he was per-
haps busy rushing out to vis-
it with girlfriend, pop music 
superstar Taylor Swift, and 
his brother Jason, who cele-
brated watching his two-TD 
outing from a suite.

Travis Kelce celebrated 
his first touchdown catch — 
a 22-yarder — by making 

a heart gesture with his 
hands and directed toward 
Swift’s suite at the oppo-
site end of the field. And 
Jason Kelce celebrated the 
touchdown shirtless while 
holding a can of beer.

Mahomes was 17 of 23 for 
215 yards, and the two TD 
passes to Kelce were the 
15th and 16th times they’ve 
combined for scores in the 
playoffs. They have one 
more than Tom Brady 
and Rob Gronkowski for 
the NFL record for most 
playoff TDs for a quarter-
back-receiver combination.

“It speaks to Travis and 
his work, to be able to go 

out there and make plays in 
big games,” Mahomes said. 
“Passing anything that has 
Brady and Gronk in it is 
special. Because those are 
two of the greatest players.”

Allen went 26 of 39 for 
186 yards and a touch-
down, and also ran for two 
scores. His team-leading 
72 yards rushing increased 
his career playoff total 
to 563, the second most 
among NFL quarterbacks 
in league history and trail-
ing only Steve Young (594).

It was another disap-
pointing finish for a Bills 
team that won its fourth 
consecutive AFC East title, 
and was on a six-game roll 
since a 20-17 win at Kansas 
City on Dec. 10.

“Just lost in the playoffs 
to a team that’s kicked us 
out,” safety Jordan Poy-
er said. “It’s tough. You 
work so hard throughout 
the season to fight and claw 
back, our backs against the 
wall, everybody doubting 
us midway through the sea-
son and we get here and 
just that close.”

Kelce scores twice and Chiefs beat Bills 27-24 
to advance to face Ravens in AFC championship

Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) scores a touch-
down against the Buffalo Bills during the second quarter of 
an NFL AFC division playoff football game, Sunday, Jan. 21, 
2024, in Orchard Park, N.Y.   AP PHOTO/ADRIAN KRAUS
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By Northeast Regional  
Medical Center

According to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, 
colorectal cancer is the 
third-leading cause of can-
cer-related deaths in the 
United States. Despite be-
ing preventable and treat-
able, many individuals 
still die from this disease 
due to a lack of awareness 
about preventive care.

Northeast Regional 
Medical Center is com-
mitted to promoting early 
detection and prevention 
of colon cancer through 
regular colonoscopy 
screenings because, when 
detected early, the surviv-
al rate for colon cancer is 
approximately 90 percent.

During this non-inva-
sive procedure, doctors 
examine the colon and 
rectum for pre-cancer-
ous polyps, which can be 
removed during the same 
process, reducing the risk 
of developing colon can-
cer in the future. They 
also can screen for can-
cer. This is important, as 
studies show those who 

undergo regular screen-
ings are less likely to die 
from colon cancer.

Many people fear that 
there might be discomfort 
and pain associated with 
a colonoscopy. However, 
it’s important to know that 
you will be in a “twilight 
sleep.” Unlike general an-
esthesia, which puts pa-
tients to sleep completely, 
conscious sedation keeps 
patients drowsy and com-
fortable, yet awake enough 
to respond to questions and 
follow instructions.

“Colonoscopy proce-
dures are one of the great-
est advancements in the 

history of Medicine be-
cause it allows us to iden-
tify very small, pre-can-
cerous polyps, and remove 
them before they turn into 
cancer,” said Dr. Steven 
Lyons, general surgeon 
at Northeast Regional 
Medical Center. “Colo-
noscopies have prevented 
morbid cancer diagnoses 
for countless people and 
provided the early treat-
ment of cancer, allowing 
the potential for full recov-
ery. I hope that everyone 
will take a positive step for 
their own health and get up 
to date on their colonosco-
py screening.”

Colonoscopy screening 
should start at 45 for those 
at average risk, with regu-
lar screenings continuing 
every 10 years. However, 
the screening frequency 
and start date may differ for 
individuals at higher risk of 
developing the disease, as 
colorectal cancer incidence 
is higher in certain popula-
tions such as people with a 
family history of colorectal 
cancer and men.

In addition, researchers 
have observed a noticeable 
increase in cases and fatali-
ties in the 20 to 49 age group 
over the last 20 years. The 
cause behind this trend, 

however, remains uncer-
tain and demands further 
examination.

Age also plays a big fac-
tor when it comes to risk. 
On average, those 50 and 
older are the most likely 
to suffer from colorectal 
cancer. Men are typically 
diagnosed around 68, while 
women tend to be 72. Both 
men and women with rectal 
cancer usually are diag-
nosed at 63.

While age and family 
history cannot be changed, 
there are several lifestyle 
factors that you can modify 
to lower your risk, includ-
ing losing weight, maintain-
ing a healthy diet, limiting 
alcohol, quitting smoking 
and regular exercise.

“Because of advanced 
technology and improved 
patient comfort, it’s a good 
time to prioritize your co-
lon health,” Dr. Lyons said. 
“Early detection is key, and 
by getting a screening colo-
noscopy, one could poten-
tially save your life.”

Talk to your healthcare 
provider about your risk 
level and the appropriate 
timing and frequency of 

screenings. To schedule 
an appointment with a pri-
mary care provider, visit 
northeastspecialtygroup.
com or call 660-627-3363. 
Remember, you’re never 
too young to take charge of 
your health.

About Northeast Region-
al Medical Center

Northeast Regional Med-
ical Center is a 93-bed facil-
ity with a Level III trauma 
center, Level III STEMI 
center, Joint Commission 
Acute Stroke Ready cer-
tification, and ACC Cer-
tified Chest Pain Center. 
With over 500 healthcare 
professionals, NRMC is 
a teaching hospital asso-
ciated with the founding 
school of osteopathic med-
icine, A.T. Still University. 
NRMC has a 4-Star CMS 
Quality Star rating. Addi-
tionally, NRMC earned an 
“A” Safety Grade from the 
Leapfrog Group for Spring 
2023. For more informa-
tion, visit nermc.com or 
www.facebook.com/North-
eastRegionalMedicalCen-
ter. Northeast Regional 
Medical Center is owned, 
in part, by physicians.

How colonoscopy screenings help prevent colon cancer

Dr. Steven Lyons

By Adair County SB40

Congratulations to Mi-
chael Turner of Kirks-
ville, who has been select-
ed to receive Adair Coun-
ty SB40’s January 2024 
Spotlight Award for his 
community volunteerism.

Turner was nominated 
for this award by Mat-
thew Barry, a lead sup-
port professional with 
Chariton Valley Associ-
ation/CHS of Kirksville. 
Barry said: “Michael has 
been volunteering his ser-
vices at the Adair County 
Food Pantry for several 
months. Michael has been 
helping unload the deliv-
ery truck, stock shelves 
and prepare food bags for 
those who need help. He 
is very grateful for the 
opportunity to serve.”

Krista Tinney, Adair 
County Pantry manager 
stated: “Michael, with his 
pleasant manner and nice 
smile, is a wonderful vol-
unteer at the Pantry for 
Adair County. We are very 
grateful for his ability to 
learn new tasks and for 
doing them so well. He is 
anxious to help do anything 
needed at the pantry. We 
are blessed by his presence 
every day he is with us”.

Turner had initially 
started at the food pantry 
to gain some work expe-
rience to help him find a 
job. “Michael expressed to 
me that he felt this is what 
God wants him to be do-
ing, serving others at the 
food pantry,” Barry said. 
“Michael has a very giving 
personality and loves the 
opportunity the food pantry 
gives him to serve and give 
to those who stand in need.”

Crystal Aminirad, ex-
ecutive director of Adair 

County SB40, congratulat-
ed Turner, saying, “Com-
munity volunteerism cre-
ates a sense of belonging 
and builds meaningful 
connections. The positive 
impact extends far beyond 
the volunteer themselves, 
influencing the whole 
community to embrace 
diversity and appreciate 
the strengths of every 
community member.”

Turner’s interests are 
puzzles, collecting old 
tools, and gardening. 
He started gardening 
last year and is looking 
forward to the upcom-
ing gardening season so 
that he can donate some 
of his fresh produce to 
share at the food pantry. 
He also participates in 
Special Olympics bas-
ketball and bowling. He 
looks forward to continue 
in Special Olympics and 
sharing his talents with 
those around him.

“Just like anyone else, 
people with developmen-
tal disabilities have a 
wide range of passions, 
hobbies, and pursuits that 
contribute to the vibrant 
diversity of our communi-
ty,” added Aminirad.

If you would like to 
nominate a great candi-
date for a monthly Spot-
light Award, Adair County 
SB40 is accepting nomina-
tions. Anyone can make a 
nomination. Nominations 
can be made in any of the 
four following categories:

• Kids Inclusion Spot-
light Award for children in 
kindergarten — 8th grade

• Youth Leadership 
Spotlight Award for youth 
in grades 9-12

• Community Volunteer 
Spotlight Award (any age)

• Entrepreneur or Em-
ployee Spotlight Award 
(any age)

All Spotlight Award 
winners will be recog-
nized at Adair County 
SB40’s annual Spotlight 
Awards banquet sched-
uled for Friday, March 8.

Nominations can be 
made throughout the year 
by visiting the Adair Coun-
ty SB40 website or by con-
tacting a SB40 staff mem-
ber to assist you at (660) 
665-9400. You can also find 
more information about 
the four nomination cat-
egories by visiting Adair 
County SB40’s website, 
https://www.sb40life.org/.

Michael Turner awarded 
Community Volunteer 
Spotlight Award for Jan. 2024

Michael Turner and Matthew Barry at Adair County 
Food Pantry

Pantry for Adair County ‘Souper Bowl’
Get ready for the 2024 Souper Bowl extravaganza! 

Join Pantry for Adair County in tackling hunger 
within Adair County by donating cans of soup 
or funds for soup to PAC. The Souper Bowl runs 
through Feb. 12. Donations accepted at 2012 S. Halli-
burton, Kirksville. Get in the Game – Fight Hunger.

Build A Buddy registration now open
Looking for the perfect Valentine’s Day activity 

with your kids? The Kirksville Parks and Recreation 
Department announced that its Build A Buddy pro-
gram is back. Sign up for Build A Buddy and choose 
from five different kits. Each kit contains everything 
you need to build your very own stuffed buddy. Each 
kit contains a 15-inch stuffable animal, stuffing, mini 
heart, birth certificate, and step-by-step instructions. 
Build A Buddy kits may be picked up from Feb. 12 to 
18 at the Kirksville Aquatic Center. Register today for 
$15 per kit at parks.kirksvillecity.com, or in person 
at the Kirksville Aquatic Center. Supplies are limited, 
so complete your registration soon. For more infor-
mation, contact Luke Callaghan with the Parks and 
Recreation Department at 660-627-1485.

Registration for the 15th Annual 
Community Engagement Conference open

Registration for the 15th Annual Community 
Engagement Conference is open. This year the 
conference will feature magician and self-advocate, 
Cody Clark. Clark will share his magic along with how 
he became successful in his career. In addition to 
Clark’s keynote presentation, he will offer a 30-min-
ute question and answer session, a breakout session 
and a full magic show at the end of the conference. 
This year’s conference also offers five tracks of three 
breakout sessions with information for all.

Track 1 — The Magic of Advocacy: This track will 
offer information about advocating for yourself and 
living your best life.

Track 2 — The Magic of Childhood: At the request 
of conference attendees, this new track will offer in-
formation for parents and guardians of children from 
birth through pre-teen.

Track 3 — The Magic of Planning for Adulthood: 
In this track, attendees will learn about resources 
available for young adults preparing for adulthood.

Track 4 — Using the Magic of Assistive Technol-
ogy — Breakout sessions in this track will provide 
information about how using various types of 
assistive technology can help you to live a more 
independent life.

Track 5 — The Magic of Resiliency — Attendees 
to breakout sessions in this track will learn how to be 
more resilient and care for themselves, as well as, the 
people they support.

NEW THIS YEAR — In honor of this being the 15th 
year for the conference, t-shirts are available for 
purchase. All t-shirt purchases must be submitted 
no later than Friday, Feb. 16. Contact Melissa Cline at 
melissacline@sb40life.org

Mobility: African-American Artists Abroad 
at Truman State University Art Gallery

Mobility: African-American Artists Abroad will 
be showcased at the Truman State University Art 
Gallery, Jan. 23–March 1. Mobility: African-American 
Artists Abroad, is work from the Petrucci Family 
Foundation Collection of African-American Art. An 
opening reception and talk will be held on Friday, 
Jan. 26, at 5 p.m. University Art Gallery Hours: Mon-
day-Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m.; Saturday Noon to 4:30 p.m. Art Gallery exhib-
its are free and open to the public. Please note, the 
University Art Gallery is closed between exhibitions 
and during all Truman State University breaks.

Additional information at gallery.arttruman.
com. The Art Gallery is located on the first floor of 
the Ophelia Parrish Fine Arts Center, at the corner of 
Normal and Mulanix Streets – entrance on the west 
side of the building.

NEMO Gun Show
The NEMO Gun Show will be held on Feb 16-18 at 

the NEMO Fairgrounds, hosted by BK Promotions. 
All federal and local firearm laws and ordinances 
must be obeyed. Friday: 4-8 p.m.; Saturday: 9: a.m. 
to 5 p.m.; and Sunday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission: 
General: $10; Children 12 & under, free. Admission 
good all weekend.

Dancing at Lughnasa
Dancing at Lughnasa will be held on Feb. 22, 23, 

24 at Truman State University from 7:30-9 p.m. in the 
James G. Severns Theater in the Ophelia Parrish Building 
on campus. A show on Sunday, Feb. 25 will be held at 
2 p.m. Set in 1936 rural Ireland, this poignant play fol-
lows five unmarried sisters trying to make ends meet. 
Set during the festival of Lughnasa, an ancient Celtic 
harvest celebration, the family’s struggles are inter-
rupted by brief, colorful bursts of music from the radio, 
their only link to the larger world. Told from the point of 
view of the seven-year-old son of one of the sisters, this 
memory play reveals this family’s resilience in the face 
of change. Widely regarded as Brian Friel’s masterpiece, 
this haunting play is Friel’s tribute to the spirit and valor 
of the past. By Brian Friel and directed by Randall Bame.

2024 Indoor Triathlon Challenge
Join Kirksville Parks and Recreation and the Adair 

County Family YMCA for the 2024 Indoor Triathlon 
Challenge. The challenge will be held through March 
10. During this nine-week challenge, participants 
will complete either a half triathlon, full triathlon, or 
ULTRA triathlon. Participants will have full access to 
the YMCA and the Kirksville Aquatic Center, as well as 
all classes offered at those facilities.

Biking mileage can be earned through the use of 
a rowing machine, recumbent or spin bike, outdoor 
cycling, or participation in group aerobic classes. Swim 
distance can be accumulated by lap swimming, water 
walking, or water aerobics classes. Running mileage can 
be tallied while on the treadmill, elliptical machine, run-
ning outside, or participating in group aerobic classes.

Those who complete their goal will receive the 2024 
Indoor Triathlon sweatshirt. Registration is $40 for 
members of either facility, or $80 for non-members. 
If you have an active membership at the YMCA or the 
Aquatic Center, register at that facility. Non-members 
may register at either facility or online at parks.kirksvil-
lecity.com. For more information about this program 
contact the Kirksville Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment at 660-627-1485.

Food Bank Adopt a Buddy Pack program
The Food Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri 

invites you to Adopt a Buddy Pack. 1,928 children in 
Adair County qualify for free or reduced-price meals at 
school. Many of these children do not have access to 
nutritious meals during the weekend. The Food Bank’s 
Buddy Pack program aims to fill that gap by providing 
Buddy Packs full of nutritious food for children to take 
over the weekend. You can help fed a child with Buddy 
Packs. A gift of $270 allows them to provide a Buddy 
Pack to a child in Adair County for an entire school year. 
Donate at sharefoodbringhope.org/give-help or in-per-
son at Alliant Bank, 201 S. Baltimore Street in Kirksville. 
Check by Mail: Make payable to “The Food Bank” with 
“Adair County Buddy Pack” in the memo to: The Food 
Bank, 2101 Vandiver Drive, Columbia, Mo. 65202. All 
funds stay in the county. Participating schools include 
Kirksville Primary, Ray Miller, Brashear and Novinger. 
Sponsored by Alliant Bank and Kirksville Daily Express.

Join the Kirksville  
Young Professionals Committee

The Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce encour-
ages businesses and their employees (ages 21-40) to 
become involved in the Kirksville Young Professionals 
Committee, which focuses on retaining and engaging 
young professionals in the area through lunch & learn 
opportunities, professional development, and other 
various events. KVYP is here to help them connect with 
the community. They meet on the second Tuesday of 
the month at 9 a.m., in the Hampton Inn Truman Room 
or via zoom. Feel free to reach out to KirksvilleYP@
gmail.com for more information about KVYP or to get 
the Zoom Link for meetings. You are also more than 
welcome to join them at future events.

KIRKSVILLE AREA NEWS BRIEFS
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B4 News

By Missouri Public Service Commission

JEFFERSON CITY – The Mis-
souri Public Service Commis-
sion has approved a filing 
made by Union Electric 
Company d/b/a Ameren 
Missouri to adjust the 
fuel adjustment clause 
(FAC) charge on the bills 
of its electric customers.

Ameren Missouri made 
two filings with the Commis-
sion. In its first filing (Case No. ER 
2024-0183), Ameren Missouri pro-
posed to adjust the FAC to reflect 
changes in its fuel and purchased 
power costs, net off-system sales 
revenues and associated transpor-
tation experienced during the four 
month period of June through Sep-
tember 2023. The second filing was 
Ameren Missouri’s FAC true up 
(Case No. EO-2024-0185).

For a residential customer us-
ing 1,000 kWh (kilowatt-hours) of 
electricity a month, the FAC will 
decrease by approximately $0.54 
a month, from a current FAC of 
approximately $3.09 a month to 

an FAC of approximately $2.55 a 
month. The change will take effect 
on Feb. 1.

The FAC tariff allows the 
company to pass increases 

or decreases in its net 
fuel and purchased pow-
er costs to customers 
outside of a general rate 
case.
The FAC allows the 

company to recover most 
— up to 95 percent — of its 

costs, but not all, to encourage 
conservation and prudence in fuel 
use by the company. Any charges 
resulting from the fuel adjustment 
clause must appear in a separate 
category on customers’ bills.

Fuel adjustment charges are 
intended to help companies deal 
with volatility in fuel pricing. The 
FAC tariff requires regular adjust-
ments to reflect changes in prices 
the company has incurred for fuel 
and for wholesale power purchased 
to serve customers.

Ameren Missouri provides electric 
service to approximately 1.2 million 
electric customers in Missouri.

Ameren’s Electric Fuel 
Adjustment Charge 
approved by MPSC

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, you may have an 
artistic talent that you ha-
ven’t explored yet. Events 
this week may spur you 
on to try something new 
because inspiration is high 
for you right now.

TAURUS 
Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, your household 
may not agree on which 
remodeling changes to 
make. Unless you come 
up with a compromise, 
nothing will get done at all.  

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21

A miscommunication with 
a loved one could have 
you trying to make amends 
soon enough, Gemini. 
Don’t worry, you will easily 
resolve your differences in 
time.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, you might be 
asked for assistance by a 
close friend having finan-
cial troubles. Be careful 
about lending out money 
at this juncture because 

you don’t want to cause 
issues for yourself.  

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
This week you may have 
a hard time integrating 
yourself into a group, Leo. 
Make a concerted effort to 
be supportive of others. 
This can be an effective 
way to get back into the 
group’s good graces.  
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Speaking with friends this 
week could help to ad-
dress a number of things 
you’re wrestling with, Vir-
go. Don’t hesitate to lean 
on this support network.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23

Libra, when you discover a 
mutual interest with some-
one you consider a friend, 
your bond may grow even 
deeper. Have fun spending 
time together.

SCORPIO
 Oct 24/Nov 2

Scorpio, something im-
portant to you doesn’t 
seem to be moving along 
at the pace you had hoped 
it would. You might have to 
be a little more patient in 
this situation.

SAGITTARIUS  
Nov 23/Dec 21

General malaise may have 
you wondering if you are 
sick. It’s likely nothing more 
than stress and fatigue. 
Keep an eye on symptoms 
moving forward.

CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20

Capricorn, a romantic en-
counter you have been 
counting on may not pan 
out this week, or it may 
be less exciting than you 
imagined. Wait a few days 
before reevaluating things.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18

Don’t put all of your trust in 
new information this week, 
Aquarius. It is likely unre-
liable, so take everything 
that is said with a grain of 
salt.

PISCES 
Feb 19/Mar 20

Your imagination is riding 
high this week, Pisces. 
Don’t hinder it in any way 
so you can explore all of 
the creativity that is flowing 
out of you right now.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

JANUARY 21
Emma Bunton, Singer (48)
JANUARY 22
Logic, Rapper (34)
JANUARY 23
Tiffani Thiessen, Actress 
(50)
JANUARY 24
Matthew Lillard, Actor (54)
JANUARY 25

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
Leader (46)
JANUARY 26
Kirk Franklin, Songwriter 
(54)
JANUARY 27
Bailey Zimmerman, Singer 
(24)

Weekly Horoscopes
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By Missouri Department of Revenue

JEFFERSON CITY — The Mis-
souri Department of Revenue has 
announced the temporary closing 
of the license office in Unionville, 
located at 1507 Main. The last day 
of operations was Jan. 5.

License offices are operated by 
independent contractors but over-
seen by the Missouri Department of 
Revenue. All license office contracts 
in Missouri are awarded through a 
competitive bid process. The Union-
ville License Office contract will be 
placed out for bid on Missouri’s state-
wide electronic procurement system, 
MissouriBUYS. Until a new contract 
has been awarded, the Department 
encourages customers to visit one 
of the following nearby locations to 
receive assistance with their motor 
vehicle and driver licensing needs:

Milan License Office – 200 E 3rd 
St., Milan.

Princeton License Office – 703 
Hickland, Suite B, Princeton.

Kirksville License Office – 105 
W Potter Ave, Kirksville.

A full list of license office locations 
and hours of operation can be found 
at dor.mo.gov/license-office-locator/.

The following online services are 
also available:

• License Plate Renewal — The 
Online License Plate Renewal Sys-
tem is a convenient way to renew 
your license plates. If your county 
participates by sharing personal 
property tax information with the 
Department, you have an easy reg-
istration option. Check here to see 
if your county participates.

• Renewal Requirements Inqui-
ry — Online inquiry to obtain in-
formation regarding registration 
renewal requirements.

Get answers 24/7 with the help of 
the Department’s chatbot, DORA, a 
virtual assistant programmed to re-
spond to common taxation, motor ve-
hicle and driver licensing questions.

Citizens may also renew vehicle 
and watercraft registrations by 
phone at (573) 751-1957, Monday 
-Friday, 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Unionville License Office 
temporarily closed

By Truman State University

Truman State University has released the 
names of students who graduated at the con-
clusion of the fall semester.

The names of the graduates can be found 
online at truman.edu/honors/fall-2023-gradu-
ation-list. Students who graduated with honors 
will have that distinction noted by their names. 
Cum laude recognizes those who earned a grade 
point average of 3.50-3.74. Magna cum laude 
is for graduates with a grade point average of 
3.75-3.89. Summa cum laude honors graduates 
with a grade point average of 3.9 or better.

Master’s degree recipients will have that 
distinction noted by their names.

The list is organized by state and hometown. 
Hometowns are based upon the permanent 
address given to the University by the student. 
Students who have requested a directory hold 
on their information will not be included on the 
list. Any questions regarding student eligibil-
ity for inclusion on the list can be directed to 
the Registrar’s Office at (660) 785-4143.

Truman conducted commencement ceremo-
nies Dec. 16 at Pershing Arena. A recording of 
the ceremony is available at truman.edu/reg-
istrar/commencement/commencement-video. 
A photo gallery can also be found at photos.
truman.edu.

Area graduates include:
Kirksville: Austin Edward William Allen; 

Xin Bai; Jayden Leigh Bell; Shikha Bhattarai, 

Cum Laude; Andrew Shelby Alexander Breed-
love; Jacob Aaron Capps; Jesse Lee Cash; 
Ruonan Chang; Catherine Elizabeth Clark; 
Taylor Ann Clayton, Magna Cum Laude; Blaine 
Ryan DeVolld, Cum Laude; Madison Easley; 
Melissa Rennee Eaton, Cum Laude; William 
Harrison Gibson; Emmanuella Ewenam Goe, 
Magna Cum Laude; Cortney Goodman, Magna 
Cum Laude; Ansar Gubin, Cum Laude; Olivia 
Grace Halma, Master of Science; Elizabeth 
Ann Hamlin; Riley Elizabeth Holzmeier; Ma-
son Thomas Huddleston; Zixian Jiang, Magna 
Cum Laude; Shiyu Liao, Summa Cum Laude; 
Elias Mains; Kaitlyn Elizabeth McDaniel, 
Magna Cum Laude; Jenna Lynn Minor; Holly 
Claire Olson; William Seth Overall; Olivia 
G. Pursley; Anna Renee Rhein, Summa Cum 
Laude; Samuel Levi Sardis, Cum Laude; Raist-
lyn Kaylyn Kiiri Sevits, Cum Laude; Egor A. 
Smirnov; Austin James Sopko; Cody Alexander 
Speh; Siqi Tong; Zirui Xie, Magna Cum Laude; 
Xinran Yu, Cum Laude

La Plata: Taylor Nicole Henness; Nicole 
Renee Yowell, Magna Cum Laude

Lancaster: Teagan Sarah Wilson, Master of 
Arts in Education

Macon: Audrey Blair Lane

Truman State 
announces list 
of fall graduates

  TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY

By Truman State University

Truman State University 
has released the President’s 
Academic Honor Roll for the 
fall 2023 semester.

To qualify for this list, an 
undergraduate student must at-
tain a semester grade point av-
erage of 4.0 and must complete 
12 semester hours of credit.

A list of honorees, organized 
by state and hometown, can be 
accessed at truman.edu/honors/
fall-2023-presidents-list. Home-
towns are based upon the perma-
nent address given to the Univer-
sity by the student. Students who 
have requested a directory hold 
on their information are not in-
cluded on the list. Any questions 
regarding student eligibility for 
inclusion on the list can be di-
rected to the Academic Affairs 
Office at (660) 785-4105.

Area honorees include:
Brashear: Laura Hudson

Kirksville: Tesenim Musteri 
Abdikebir; Betelhem Abebe; 
Alex Abrams; Esme AuBu-
chon; Evan AuBuchon; Jayden 
Bell; Hattie Berke; Ashish 
Bhatta; Navin Bhattarai; Ja-
cob Brown; Tobi Bunch; Pey-
ton Carr; Rosemarie Carter; 
Upendra Chapagain; Rahul 
Chaudhari; Krishna Chebo-
lu; Taylor Clayton; Kather-
inne Colmenero Cortez; Nys-
sia Crandall; Giacomo Dal 
Canton; Ash Deierling; Tsion 
Dessalegn; Blaine DeVolld; 
Valeria Di Francesco; Idonge-
sitabasi Ekanem; Parker Ells-
worth; Tacy Ensign; Leo-Paul 
Garlenc-Ricci; Bryan Garth; 
Fred Garvey; Pujan Gauli; 
Aagya Gautam Upadhay; 
Jean-Jacques Gbekou; Saron 
Gebremichael; Prabeen Giri; 
Emmanuella Goe; Cortney 
Goodman; Kensleigh Griego; 
Aubrie Grubbs; Parker Hart; 
Jake Hartzell; Wes Henshaw; 
Mason Huddleston; Abbie 

Ihnat; Nahom Jember; Thirtha 
Karmakar; Bastien Katompa 
Tshimungu; Ritika Lama; Na-
hin Mahjabin; Jonathan Mann; 
Yuanhao Mao; Owen Martin; 
Kaitlyn McDaniel; Teagan 
Meek; Leithym Messer; Mad-
elyn Meyer; Jenna Minor; 
Mohammadhossein Momeni; 
Brian Moore; Elizabeth Mus-
co; Habib Nasir; Amarachi 
Okogbue; Chizulum Oraekwu; 
Enyetullah Rahimullah; Ankit 
Regmi; Anup Rijal; Ashik Dey 
Rupak; Shahariaj Moham Sa-
jid; Mohamed Amine Saoud; 
Myka Schaefferkoetter; Lu-
ciana Scuderi; Kai Shonhiwa; 
Alisha Shrestha; Quinn Sloan; 
Octavian Stickann; Shweta 
Subedi; Nebyat Tamerat; Nina 
Thomas; Ainsley Tolson; An-
drea Trucchi; Elssy Urena; 
Kristin Ward; Huido Yang; 
Xuanqian Ye

La Plata: Taylor Henness; 
Maria Pareja Avalos

Unionville: Whitney Boyce

Truman State University announces 
President’s Academic Honor Roll
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Find the stuff you want and
sell the stuff you don’t in
the newspaper classifieds.
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TRUSTEE’S SALE
IN RE: Sara Heimer, and John E. Heimer, wife and husband Trustee’s Sale:
For default in payment of debt and performance of obligation secured by Deed 
of Trust executed by Sara Heimer, and John E. Heimer, wife and husband dated 
July 19, 2012 and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Adair 
County, Missouri in Book 971, Page 62 the undersigned Successor Trustee, at 
the request of the legal holder of said Note will on Tuesday, February 13, 2024 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., (at the specific time of 3:30 PM), 
at the South Front Door of the Court House, City of Kirksville, County of Adair, 
State of Missouri, sell at public vendue to the highest bidder for cash the follow-
ing described real estate, described in said Deed of Trust, and situated in Adair 
County, State of Missouri, to wit: 

COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE SW1/4 SE1/4 SW1/4 
OF SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 64 NORTH, RANGE 16 WEST., NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 15 MINUTES 30 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 608.0 FEET; THENCE 
ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF COUNTY ROAD THE FOLLOWING COURSES 
AND DISTANCES, NORTH 17 DEGREES 53 MINUTES 22 SECONDS WEST A 
DISTANCE OF 58.77 FEET; THENCE NORTH 34 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 30 
SECONDS WEST. A DISTANCE OF 141.92 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, THENCE NORTH 34 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST. A 
DISTANCE OF 38.11 FEET; THENCE NORTH 16 DEGREES 24 MINUTES WEST. 
A DISTANCE OF 108.43 FEET; THENCE NORTH 13 DEGREES 43 MINUTES 10 
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 112.29 FEET; THENCE LEAVING SAID CEN-
TERLINE NORTH 84 DEGREES 53 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 180.66 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 5 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 20 SECONDS WEST A DIS-
TANCE OF 267.13 FEET; THENCE NORTH 88 DEGREES 43 MINUTES 10 SEC-
ONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 233.30 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, 
SITUATED IN THE SE 1/4 SW 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 36.

to satisfy said debt and cost.   
MILLSAP & SINGER, P.C.,   
Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110  
File No: 218163.021324.437747 FC

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), 
no information concerning the collection of this debt may be given without 
the prior consent of the consumer given directly to the debt collector or the 
express permission of a court of competent jurisdiction.  The debt collector is 
attempting to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that 
purpose.

PUBLISH ON: January 17, 2024 01/24/2024, 01/31/2024, 02/07/2024 

ADAIR COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

JANUARY 1, 2023 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2023

1-Jan-23 Petty Cash   $300.00

Bank Balance             $555,089.97 

Coroner Training  ($47.00)

Total Cash $881,115.20 

2023 Receipts       $2,159,283.58 

2023 Disbursements                                         $2,579.343.79

31-Dec-23 Petty Cash   $300.00

Bank Balance              232,599.58

Coroner Training      ($31.00)

Total Cash   $461,054.99

Statement includes Medical Reserve Corps & Community
Volunteer Corps funds.

ADAIR COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1001 SOUTH JAMISON STREET

In cooperation with the Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services
An Equal Opportunity Employer

TRUSTEE’S SALE
IN RE: Brian A. Jones, a single man Trustee’s Sale:
For default in payment of debt and performance of obligation secured by Deed 
of Trust executed by Brian A. Jones, a single man dated July 15, 2020 and 
recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Adair County, Missouri in 
Book 1096, Page 734 the undersigned Successor Trustee, at the request of the 
legal holder of said Note will on Tuesday, February 13, 2024 between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., (at the specific time of 3:30 PM), at the South Front 
Door of the Court House, City of Kirksville, County of Adair, State of Missouri, 
sell at public vendue to the highest bidder for cash the following described real 
estate, described in said Deed of Trust, and situated in Adair County, State of 
Missouri, to wit:
ALL OF LOT 2, IN BLOCK 3, IN PORTER’S HIGHLAND ADDITION TO THE 
TOWN, NOW CITY, OF KIRKSVILLE, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI.

to satisfy said debt and cost.   
MILLSAP & SINGER, P.C.,   
Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110  
File No: 216675.021324.438377 FC

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), 
no information concerning the collection of this debt may be given without 
the prior consent of the consumer given directly to the debt collector or the 
express permission of a court of competent jurisdiction.  The debt collector is 
attempting to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that 
purpose.

PUBLISH ON: January 17, 2024 01/24/2024, 01/31/2024, 02/07/2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE PLANNING AND
ZONING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF KIRKSVILLE, MISSOURI

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission of 
the City of Kirksville, Missouri will conduct two (2) public hearings at 
Kirksville City Hall, 201 S. Franklin St., 6:00 pm on Wednesday, February 
14, 2024 concerning: a special use permit application at 215 N. Baltimore 
St. to operate a temporary rental of less than 31 days; a rezoning 
application for 1116 E. Jefferson St. from R-1, Single Family Residential 
to C-1, Local Business District.

Notice of Disability Accommodations
Any person with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend 
this meeting may contact the City Clerk at 660.627.1225 to make such 
arrangement.

WWW.KIRKSVILLEDAILYEXPRESS.COM
Call us for all your advertising 
needs. 660-665-2808.

Tiny Homes Missouri fran-
chise 573-881-7965.

TRUSTEE’S SALE
IN RE: Elaina Rimer, an unmarried woman Trustee’s Sale:
For default in payment of debt and performance of obligation secured by Deed 
of Trust executed by Elaina Rimer, an unmarried woman dated September 16, 
2022 and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Adair County, Mis-
souri in Book 1142, Page 91 the undersigned Successor Trustee, at the request 
of the legal holder of said Note will on Tuesday, February 20, 2024 between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., (at the specific time of 3:30 PM), at the 
South Front Door of the Court House, City of Kirksville, County of Adair, State 
of Missouri, sell at public vendue to the highest bidder for cash the following 
described real estate, described in said Deed of Trust, and situated in Adair 
County, State of Missouri, to wit: 
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF 
ADAIR, STATE OF MISSOURI, TO WIT: BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE 
NORTH LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 10, TOWNSHIP 62, RANGE 16, SAID POINT BEING DUE EAST 
A DISTANCE OF 248 FEET FROM THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE EAST 
HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 10; THENCE DUE SOUTH A DISTANCE OF 248 FEET, THENCE DUE 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 248 FEET; THENCE DUE NORTH A DISTANCE OF 
139.37 FEET TO A POINT OF CURVE, THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A CURVE 
TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 108.73 FEET A DISTANCE OF107.63 
FEET TO THE POINT OF TANGENT, THENCE DUE EAST A DISTANCE OF 
139.37 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING CONTAINING 1.358 ACRES EX-
CEPTING THAT PORTION ON THE NORTH AND WEST SIDES USED AS A PUB-
LIC ROAD, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI.
BEGINNING 313 FEET WEST OF THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE EAST 
HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 10, TOWNSHIP 62, RANGE 16, THENCE SOUTH 433 FEET, THENCE 
WEST 347 FEET, THENCE NORTH 185 FEET, THENCE EAST 248 FEET, THENCE 
NORTH 248 FEET, THENCE EAST 99 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, 
ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI.
BEGINNING 313 FEET WEST AND 433 FEET SOUTH OF THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE EAST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 10, TOWNSHIP 62, RANGE 16, THENCE 
WEST 347 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 411 FEET, THENCE EAST 9 FEET, THENCE 
SOUTH 278 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 
8 ACRES OF THE SOUTH 14 ACRES OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF 
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 10, THENCE EAST 338 FEET, 
THENCE NORTH TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI.
to satisfy said debt and cost.   

MILLSAP & SINGER, P.C.,   
Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110  
File No: 216847.022024.438221 FC

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no 
information concerning the collection of this debt may be given without the pri-
or consent of the consumer given directly to the debt collector or the express 
permission of a court of competent jurisdiction.  The debt collector is attempting 
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

PUBLISH ON: January 24, 2024 01/31/2024, 02/07/2024, 02/14/2024 

Large round bales straw,
$53.00. 3x3 square bales,
$43.00. Sorghum salvage,
$80.00 per ton. Delivery
available James Port.
660-684-6930.

NEW INVENTORY-$59,900
Delivered and set up, Hur-
ry! Call Adam 573-657-2176.
amegamobilehomes.com

Excellent quality Alfalfa
hay for sale, big square
bales. Also grass hay
available. Delivery availa-
ble. 660-956-3420.

DISCOUNT NEW MOBILE
HOME-Prices start at
$64,900 delivered and set
up. 573-499-9993. columbi
adiscounthomes.com.

BORDER COLLIE PUPPIES!
Shots & Dewormed • Males $300 • Females $400

Deliverable in Person
573-414-4601/ 573-979-5375

70
80
15
ch

Mobile Homes For SaleBig square bales of wheat
straw, $60.00 per bale.
D e l i v e r y  A v a i l a b l e .
660-956-3420.

REAL ESTATE SALES KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS ADS 
SELL! Call for more information and 
specials. 660-665-2808.

Wanted to buy hay.
641-895-3400.

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL                           Case Number: 24AR-PR00007 
CIRCUIT COURT, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI           (Date File Stamp)
Judge or Division: 
PROBATE 
In the Estate of WILLIAM MORRIS WADDINGTON, III, Deceased. 

Notice to Creditors
(Small Estate)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of WILLIAM MORRIS 
WADDINGTON, III, Decedent.
On January 5, 2024 a small estate affidavit was filed by the distribu-
tees for the decedent under Section 473.097, RSMo, with the Probate 
Division of the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri.
All creditors of Decedent, who died on December 11, 2022, are notified 
that Section 473.444, RSMo, sets a limitation period that would bar 
claims one year after the death of Decedent. A creditor may request 
that this estate be opened for administration.
Receipt of this notice should not be construed by the recipient to 
indicate that the recipient may possibly have a beneficial interest in the 
estate. The nature and extent of any person’s interest, if any, may pos-
sibly be determined from the affidavit on this estate filed in the Probate 
Division of the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri.
Date of first publication is January 17, 2024

Martha Cole
Adair County Circuit Clerk

PUBLICATION DATES: 1-17-2024, 1-24-2024

Looking for standing tim-
ber to harvest. William
Plank, 12824 Highway D,
Princeton, Mo 64673.
660-748-4020.

600 wire tied small square
bales straw. Tight solid
bales. Stored inside. Call
660-216-0618 Knox City
area

Scott Huskey's Insulated
Skirting Systems-keeps
your home cooler in the
summer-warmer in the
winter-saves on utilities
and looks great!
Since 1972, 573-696-3468.

Wanted Truman State
University

is accepting applications
for the following positions:

To apply, visit 
employment.truman.edu

or contact HR at 
hrstaff@truman.edu

EOE/AA/ADA

Office Assistant II
Biology,

Office of Student Research, 
and ITS

70
82
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Hay/Feed/Seed
MERCHANDISE Home Services

SERVICES

4840 John Deere, 9400
hours, 3 owner, $18,000.00.
John Deere 7000 planter
parts, boxes, lids, row
units, etc. 660-247-0613.

BASEMENT READY TRUE
MODS--in stock ready for
delivery, 573-657-7040.
chateauhomes.net

Heritage hogs, ready now
and all year long, to butch-
er, halves and wholes,
$1.00 per pound, your lock-
er or ours, delivered.
800-807-9612.

Equipment & Supplies

639203s

NEED TO SELL YOUR 
HOUSE OR PROPERTY?
Get the best coverage 
around. Call the Kirksville 
Daily Express and our helpful 
representatives will assist you 
in creating your ad.  You can 
even pay over the phone. 
Call 660-665-2808 for more 
information.

AGRI-BUSINESS Livestock Mobile Homes For Sale

CLASSIFIEDS
OPEN 8:00  - 5:00   MONDAY - FRIDAY  |  705 E LAHARPE, SUITE F, KIRKSVILLE, MO
660.665.2808  | WWW.KIRKSVILLEDAILYEXPRESS.COM

SHOP THE MARKETPLACE 
IN PRINT OR ONLINE!

WE MAKE IT SO EASY TO 
SELL YOUR STUFF AND

Kirksville Daily Express

DEADLINES: 2 Days prior at noon Display:

Make some 
cash!Make some 
cash!

Wednesday, January 24, 2024 www.kirksvilledailyexpress.com  Kirksville Daily Express | CLASSIFIEDS 1
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Out-of-this-world
print advertising rates
that fit any budget!

HANNIBAL REGIONAL 
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 

SOLUTIONS

FRESH START?
Looking for a

Contact

Contact your Complete Family 
Medicine provider or call 

(573) 248-5407 today

70
70

47
at

CITY OF KIRKSVILLE
SEMI-ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (CASH BASIS UNAUDITED)

July 1, 2023 - December 31, 2023

GENERAL FUND
Revenues
Taxes and Franchise Fees 4,129,818
Licenses and Permits 347,123
Intergovernmental 567,317
Charges for Services 91
Fines and Costs 9,520
Management Fees 191,617
Investment Earnings 221,368
Transfers 9
Other Revenue 135,834

5,602,697

Expenses
Council/Boards and Committees 238,324
Administration 228,570
Human Resources 55,901
Community and Economic Development 162,274
Finance 265,681
Information Systems 202,300
Public Building Maintenance 275,570
Police 1,541,239
Fire 1,182,968
Public Works/Street Maintenance 1,058,679
Codes and Planning 222,276
Engineering 102,723

5,536,505

OTHER FUNDS Revenue Expense
Community Development Block Grant 372,530 459,713
Walking and Cycling Trail Grant 55,503 -
Baltimore Commons CID 19,034 160
Downtown TIF District 51,643 156,730
South 63 Corridor TIF District 18,718 44,155
South 63 Corridor CID 18,785 30,160
Franklin Street CID 14,501 160
Emergency Communication Center 396,714 444,017
North Baltimore Street CID 111,679 169,660
Community Partnership 603 4,059
Missouri Rural Enterprise & Innovation Center 205,692 206,145
Economic Development Sales Tax 975,585 -
Kirk Tran  117,056 110,734
Tourism 179,892 97,346
Airport 405,320 610,467
Parks and Recreation 1,239,090 1,277,342
Revolving Loan 8,175 -
Capital Improvement Sales Tax 598,926 2,739
Transportation Sales Tax 1,061,346 410,085
Central Garage 426,537 397,976
Insurance 204,574 142,793
Veterans Memorial 145 290
Tri-Centennial Trust 4 -
Forest-Llewellyn Cemetery Trust 771 10
Nancy Reed Fugate Trust 15 31
Utility 5,112,007 3,833,001

11,594,845 8,397,773
TOTAL 17,197,542 13,934,278

2023 Property Tax Levy                                             0.6817/$100 Assessed Valuation

2023 Assessed Valuation 152,686,170 Real Estate
52,089,574 Personal Property
14,079,624 Railroad and Utilities

  460,465 Aircraft
TOTAL 219,315,833

Cash & Cash Equivalent Assets 26,911,507 Pooled
891,593 Insurance & Benefits
658,020 Water Deposits-Restricted

1,288,219 Other Restricted
10,048,125 Certificates of Deposit

TOTAL 39,797,464

Indebtedness
Bonded 1,460,000 Waterworks
  15,472,001 Sewerage
  955,000 Stormwater
Certificates of Participation 5,945,000 Aquatic Center Project (9/2032)
Capital Leases 51,453 Asphalt Plant Equipment (5/2024)

185,332 Fire Truck (1/2025)
TOTAL 24,068,786

Please support the advertisers that power your community paper.

NEED TO SELL YOUR 
HOUSE OR PROPERTY?
Get the best coverage 
around. Call the Kirksville 
Daily Express and our helpful 
representatives will assist you 
in creating your ad.  You can 
even pay over the phone. 
Call 660-665-2808 for more 
information.

New and used parts, "cars,
pickups,semi's, farm/con-
struction equipment" mo-
tors/trannys, body parts,
paint matching your code,
warrantied and delivered.
800-807-9612.

Accessories-Transportation
TRANSPORTATION

New 3 pt. tillers, heavy
duty, gear driven, 7' to 12'
s t a r t i n g  a t  $ 4 , 1 5 0 .
660-874-4455.

Lawn/Garden/Landscape

DIRT WORK All types of
excavation, reclaiming
overgrown fields, includ-
ing CRP and WRP. Building
site preparation, creating
new trails and crossings,
Food plot development
and maintenance. Leveling
and grading, wetland con-
struction and mainte-
nance. Pond and lake
cleaning and construction.
C a l l  f o r  q u o t e s .
660-342-2701

Chat/Dirt/Gravel

The Kirksville Daily Express, a respected community newspaper, has a full time 
opening in our Advertising Department for account executive. Whether you are seek-

ing a career change or new to the workforce, come join an established company.
This position is responsible for connecting businesses with their audiences in a variety of print and 

online products, including but not limited to newspapers, magazines and websites.
Some sales experience is desired, but we are seeking a person with personality, drive and ambition. 

We are always willing to train a person who shows the desire and willingness to grow and learn

Responsibilities:
• Grow advertising revenue with new and 

existing clients
• Create and deliver sales presentations to 

clients
• Answer customer inquiries in a timely and 

professional manner
Qualifications:
• Previous experience in sales, advertisement, 

or other related field helpful
• Strong negotiation skills
• Ability to build rapport with clients
• Effective verbal and written communication 

skills
• Ability to thrive in fast-paced environment 

with multiple deadlines
• Must have valid drivers license and insurance
We offer a competitive salary with an uncapped 
commission plan. First year account executive 
can expect to earn over $40,000, Full-time/
Salary.
Valid drivers license & insurance required
Job Type: Full-time

Salary: Base Plus Commission
Benefits:
• 401(k)
• Cell phone reimbursement
• Dental insurance
• Disability insurance
• Health insurance
• Mileage reimbursement
• Paid time off
• Vision insurance
Experience level:
• No experience needed
Schedule:
• Monday to Friday - 8 hour day shift 
Travel requirement:
• Some travel
Ability to commute/relocate:
Kirksville, MO: Reliably commute or planning 
to relocate before starting work (Required)
License/Certification:
Driver’s License (Required)
Work Location:
In person

Send resume to jhart@whig.com

70
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Growing Relationships. Creating Opportunities.
- A Farm Credit Cooperative -

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
MACON, MO

At FCS Financial, part of the nationwide Farm Credit 
System, we are looking for a Customer Service 

Representative to join our Team in Macon!  Are you 
looking for a career opportunity with an opportunity 
to grow and work with great people?  If so, take this 

opportunity to apply!  If you have a passion for assisting 
your local agriculture community, you are friendly, 

energetic, organized, and you like a variety of work, 
apply now!  We are looking for someone that has 

experience in providing excellent customer service, 
meeting coordination, and enjoys variety in their work.  

FCS Financial provides on the job training and has many 
growth opportunities within the Association. We offer a 

with the starting salary for this position at $37,000, 
however salary may be commensurate with experience. 

Apply now through our online application system 
!  Working knowledge of 

farm operations, the agriculture industry, experience in 

preferred. Additional details and instructions are available 
on our Careers page about our application process or 

please give us a call to learn more about this opportunity 
at 573-636-7809 x1111.  This position will close on open 

EEO/AA/M/F/Veteran/Disability
707920at
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This Directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services. The Church Listings below
are provided at NO CHARGE to our area churches in Kirksville. If your Church is not listed, please call us at 660-665-2808.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Kirksville AreaTHIS WEEK’S FEATURED CHURCH

Trinity Episcopal 
Church

Faith Lutheran Church
1820 S. Baltimore, Baltimore & 
LaHarpe
David Lukefahr, Pastor
7:30 a.m. The Lutheran Hour KLTE
8:15 a.m. Worship Service Peace, 
Milan
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study Faith
9:00 a.m. Sunday School Faith
10:15 a.m. Worship Service Faith
10:00 p.m. Issues, Etc. 107.9 KLTE
www.faithkirksville.org

Hamilton Street Baptist Church
802 W. Hamilton
9:00 a.m. Sunday School/Small Groups
10:15 a.m. Worship Service
www.hamiltonstreet.org

Rehoboth Baptist Church
100 Pfeiffer Rd.
Curtis Ferguson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
rbchurch.net • 660-665-7577
First Presbyterian Church (USA)
201 S. High at McPherson
Communion 1st Sunday
9:30 a.m. Morning Worship.
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time.
11:00 a.m. Church School/all ages
5:30 p.m. College Fellowship
Kirksville Church of Christ
110 Pfeiffer Ave.
Elders/Pastors: Dan Green,
Dean Hansen
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship
Weds 6:30p.m. Bible Study
www.kvcoc.org
First Baptist Church
207 E. Washington
Jason Marlin, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible Study for all ages
10:45 a.m. Worship & Kidz Worship
firstbaptistkirksville.com
Faith United Methodist Church
1602 E. Illinois
Pastor: Joshua Ritzheimer
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Southside Baptist Church
1010 W. Burton
Pastor: Aaron Rodgerson
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preaching
6.30 p.m. Evening Service
First Church of God
2900 S. Halliburton
Chad Earhart
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
www.kirksvillechurchofgod.com
Central Church of Christ
2010 S. Halliburton
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 am. Worship Service
Faith Baptist Church
502 N. Florence
Pastor: Brandon Rhea 
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
12:30 p.m. Noon Lunch
The Crossing Church
810 E. Shepherd Ave.
9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Sunday Service
www.thecrossing.net
Grace Community Bible Church
1501 E. Northtown Rd.
Benjamin Jorden, Pastor
Affiliated with the Evangelical Free
Church of America
9:30 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
12 p.m., 5 p.m., 6 p.m. Small groups
KirksvilleGCBC@gmail.com
www.KirksvilleGCBC.com • 
660.665.1615
First United Methodist Church
300 E. Washington
Pastors - Rev. Scott Beard &  
Rev. Jennifer Finley
9:30 a.m. Worship In Person & Online
kvumc.org
Pure Air Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
TBA Bible Study
Church of God of Prophecy
807 Benton Way
Pastor: Rob Linhart
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Evening Service
Fellowship Baptist Church
1701 S. Jamison St., Kirksville
Larry Gibson, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
fbck@sbcglobal.net
www.fellowshipbc.org • 660-665-0633
Yarrow Methodist Church
Highway N., Yarrow
Guest Pastors
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Mary Immaculate Catholic Church

Weekday Masses: Tuesday: 5:30 p.m.
Wed.& Friday: 7 a.m. Thursday: 8 a.m.
Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Catholic Newman Center
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Sunday
7:00 a.m. Monday
9:00 p.m. Wednesday
Union Temple Church 
Southwest of Kirksville
Alan Coonfield, Pastor
Every Sunday Evening
5-5:30 p.m. Bible Study
5:30-6:30 p.m. Church Service
Sugar Creek Baptist Church
5 mi South on Hwy 3
Pastor, Virgil K. Jones
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hazel Creek Primitive Baptist Church
2 mi. W. Greentop on Rt. K then 1/2 
mi. S.
Elder Dillion Thurman, minister
Services on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
10:30 a.m. Song Service
11:00 a.m. Preaching
Meadow Brook  
Christian Church
602 E. Washington
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 Morning Worship
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church
Novinger, Mo.
7:30 a.m. Sunday
Life Church of Kirksville
112 W. Potter
Jeremy Pingle, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Service
Community Presbyterian Church
210 N. Owensby, LaPlata, Mo
Pastor Rev Jeff Carter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Service
Cornerstone Church
1702 N Elson St Kirksville, MO
Jeremy Broach, Senior Pastor
Chad Stearman, Associate Pastor
Sunday 10 am - Morning Worship
Wednesday 6:30 pm-8 pm Family Minis-
try Night
www.cornerstonechurch.faith
 Countryside Christian Church
S. Boundary St. Rt. H, Troy Mills
Preacher, Harold R. Engel
8:30 - 9:45 a.m. Blended Worship
10:00 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. High School-College Youth meet
www.countrysidekv.com
Gifford Christian Church
Minister: Darren Potter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Lake Road Chapel
22963 Potter Trail
Pastors: Andrew Turner, Andy Thomp-
son, David Kelly
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
Service
www.lakeroadchapel.org
Church of God (Holiness)
1601 N. Elson
Pastor Ralph E. Wheeler, Jr.
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
New Hope  
Evangelical Church
620 Steer Creek Way
9:30 - 10:20 a.m. Bible Class
10:20 - 10:30 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Darrell Draper, Pastor
660-341-0000
Jim Maxey, Calling Pastor
660-665-6949 or 660-216-4183
First Assembly of God
2401 S. High St., Kirksville
Shawn Meintz, Pastor
Sundays:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Wednesdays:
6:30 p.m. Family Night
www.kirksvillefirst.org
info@kirksvillefirst.org
First Liberty Full Gospel
1302 E. Filmore
Rev. Fred Baker, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Novinger Baptist Church
Highway 6 & 149
Rev. Darrell Crooks, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)
High & Harrison
9:30 a.m. Worship Service

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter Day Saints
2000 E. Normal

Kirksville First Ward Bishop John Grider
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sunday Services
Kirksville Second Ward Bishop Isaac 
Ison
9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Sunday Services
Trinity Episcopal Church
124 N. Mulanix
Rev. Amy L. Fallon, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Seventh Day  
Adventist Church
1301 N. Elson
Curtis Denney, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sabbath School (Saturday)
11:00 a.m. Worship Service (Saturday)
Fellowship Dinner on 4th Saturday.
United Methodist Church
Brashear Charge, Brashear
Lay Minister, Nancy Douglas
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Singspiration - 1st Sunday
Willow Bend Association East 
Center Community Church
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Illinois Bend Community Church
Highway 3
Pastor Terry Hunsaker
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
660-349-0052
Baring Community Church
11:00 a.m. Worship.

Downing Christian Church
430 E. Prime Street
Minister Walker Franke
Associate Minister Larry Smith
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Service
660-379-2329
Willow Bend Church
Find Us on Facebook for Event Schedule
New Hope Methodist  
Reformed 
Church - Millard
9:15 a.m. Bible Stud
10:00 a.m. Worship
Greentop Community Church
Highway K, Greentop, Mo.
Pastor: Lynae McFarland
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Trinity United  
Fellowship Church
Pastor: Josh Botello
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Lancaster United  
Methodist Church
Pastor: Joshua Ritzheimer
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Shekinah Mennonite Church
15981 Blueberry Way, Kirksville
John Mark Miller, Pastor Roger Berry
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. 2nd Sunday - hymn sing
6:00 p.m. 4th Sunday of month Topic
Bethel Community Church
12 miles NE of Kirksville on Rt. T
Marvin Cross, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Kid’s Klub/Youth Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship.
Lancaster Baptist Church
Southeast Side of Square, Lancaster
Lonnie Johnson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Grace Bible  
Baptist Church
Greencastle, Mo.
Rev. Earl Baker, Pastor
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
5:00 p.m. Evening Service
Winigan Christian Church
Ryan Crist, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
First Baptist Church
Winigan, Winigan, Mo.
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Fairview Baptist Church
53610 Knob Hill Road, Pollock
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
6:00 p.m. Sunday Evening
Bible Missionary Church
508 S. Main St.
Bro. Glenn Kiger, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
LaPlata Christian Church
Scott McNay, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Queen City Christian Church
Queen City, Mo.
Justin Briney, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible School
10:30 a.m. Communion/worship Hour
United Pentecostal Church
1502 E. Northtown Road
David E. Brown, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
Brashear Community Bible Church
Donny Powell, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
660-323-5305
First Baptist Church of LaPlata
B. J. McAlpin, Pastor
9:00 am “Donut Hole” Fellowship
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Worship
6:00 pm Monday – AWANA
http://laplatafbc.org/
Email: laplatafbc@gmail.com
Hazel Creek Free Will Baptist Church
8 mi. N.W. of Kirksville on Rt. B.
Tim Hodges, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Worthington Baptist Church
Worthington, Mo.
Roger Busnell, Pastor
9.30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
The Salvation Army
1004 W. Gardner
Brian and Michelle Bump, Pastors
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship Service
5:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Queen City First Baptist Church
6th at Washington St.
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
St. John’s Lutheran Church ELCA
North of Queen City go East on Rt. O
Pastor, Bill Iammatteo-Code
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hurdland First Baptist Church
Robert Shobe, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
7:30 p.m. Sun. & Weds. Worship  
and/or Bible Study
Colony Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. 4th Sunday worship
Cornerstone  
Community Church
Meeting at the Fohn Family Center 
404N. Elson
9:30 a.m. Sunday Small Group Bible
Study designed for adults
Locust Hill  
Community Church
Rt. I, Novelty, Mo
William Gaines, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
New Harmony  
Free Will Baptist
3 miles West of Greentop on Rt. K
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
Word Alive!  
Family Church
Hwy 63, Greentop
Pastors: Robert Gange
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship,  
Adult service, Childrens Church
Schuyler County Church  
of Faith
Highway 136 East, Lancaster
Sonny Smyser, Pastor
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Sunday Services
11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday Class
3rd Sunday Fellowship dinner 12 noon
Gospel Outreach Church
209 W. Washington
Norman Keller, Pastor
Gonda Manning, Co pastor
7:00 p.m. Thursday Services
7:00 p.m. Sunday Services
Victory Baptist Church  
Of Greentop
-Meets at the Willmathsville  
Community
Church on Hwy A.
Pastor Joshua Wesley
10:30 a.m. Worship
Union Temple
Pastor Alan Coonfield
Sunday evening worship 
5:00 pm Bible Study
5:30 pm Worship

By Missouri Department of 
Public Safety

JEFFERSON CITY – Nomina-
tions are now open for the state 
of Missouri’s highest awards hon-
oring first responders for heroic 
actions beyond the call of duty 
performed in 2023. The awards 
are the Red, White and Blue Heart 
Award, Missouri Medal of Valor, 
and Governor’s Medal. The state 
will also once again be conferring 
the Public Safety Civilian Part-
nership Award. The awards will 
be presented during a ceremony 

in Jefferson City in late 2024.
The deadline for leaders of public 

safety agencies to nominate a mem-
ber(s) for any of the Public Safety 
Medals for actions performed in 
2023 is Feb. 29. Nominations must 
come from the leader of the public 
safety agency. Nomination forms 
and additional information about 
the awards, including who is eligi-
ble to make a nomination, is avail-
able at: http://dps.mo.gov/medal/. 
There is a different nomination 
form for each award.

For the purposes of these awards, 
a public safety officer is defined as 
a person serving a public agency, 
with or without compensation, as a 
firefighter, law enforcement officer, 
or emergency personnel or emer-
gency management personnel. The 
term “law enforcement officer” 
includes a person who is a state or 
local corrections or court officer. 
EMS personnel are eligible.

Here are summaries of the 
awards:

The Red, White and Blue Heart 
Award may be presented to any 
Missouri peace officer, firefighter, 
paramedic, EMT or emergency 
first responder who under honor-
able circumstances is critically, 
seriously or fatally injured while 
performing official duties in the 
line of duty. It is conferred in 
recognition of first responders 
seriously injured and sustaining 
permanent impairment of health 
or death. The injury or condition 
must require long-term treatment 
by a medical professional and con-
siderable loss of time from duty. In 
a fatality incident, the award will 
be presented to a family member.

The Missouri Medal of Valor 
recognizes heroic service by first 
responders in an effort to save a 
life. The Medal of Valor is Missou-
ri’s highest award for public safety 

officers and is awarded to those 
who exhibit exceptional courage, 
decisiveness and swift action with-
out regard for their own safety in 
their attempt to save a life. Law 
enforcement, fire and emergency 
medical services, state and local 
corrections officers, court officers 
and emergency management per-
sonnel are eligible.

The Governor’s Medal recog-
nizes extraordinary actions by an 
organized or ad hoc team of first 
responders for brave actions above 
and beyond the call of normal duty 
during a critical situation in which 
their teamwork was essential to 
the successful resolution of the 
situation. Law enforcement, fire 
and emergency medical services, 
state and local corrections officers, 
court officers and emergency man-
agement personnel are eligible.

The Public Safety Civilian Part-
nership Award honors a civilian 

who has provided valuable or cou-
rageous assistance to first respond-
ers in an emergency situation, with-
out regard for their own personal 
welfare. It may also be bestowed 
on a civilian or team of civilians 
who train public safety officers in 
life-saving techniques which are 
later utilized to save a life.

Nomination deadline is Feb. 29 for Missouri Public Safety 
Medals honoring heroic first responders and civilians
Honors include Red, White and 
Blue Heart Award; Missouri 
Medal of Valor; Governor’s 
Medal; and Public Safety 
Civilian Partnership Award
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