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By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

A pie baking contest, a pie 
eating contest and a pie auc-
tion will be held at the NEMO 
Fairgrounds on Monday, July 
17, as part of the ceremonies 
leading up to the opening of 
the 76th Annual NEMO Fair. 
Pies can be dropped off at 
the Multi-Purpose Building 
on the fairgrounds between 
10 and 11 a.m. on July 17 
and must be entered in the 
name of the person who 
made/baked it. Pies must 
be homemade but pre-made 
crusts are acceptable.

Categories are: Berry Pies 
(strawberry, blueberry, etc.), 
fruit pies (apple, pear, cher-
ry, etc.), cream pies and nut 
pies. Entries will be judged 
on taste, texture, appear-
ance, etc. Pies will remain 
anonymous to judges and 
all judge decisions are final.

Awards will be given for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd in each cat-
egory, then an overall cham-
pion and reserve champion 
will be selected and their 
pies auctioned off to bene-
fit the Adair County Food 
Pantry.

Winners will be announced 
and awards given after the 
opening ceremonies, which 
begin at 7 p.m. Admission is 
free. For more information, 
contact Janina Snell at 660-
626-8586.

The 76th NEMO Fair runs 
from July 18-22 with opening 
ceremonies being held on 
Monday, July 17 at 7 p.m.

On Saturday, July 15, three 
days prior to the opening of 
the NEMO Fair, the 4-H and 
FFA Horse Show will be held 
on the newly renovated are-
na, featuring 4-H and FFA 
members from throughout 
Missouri. The show begins 
at 11 a.m.

The annual Baby Show 
and the NEMO Fair Queen, 
Teen Miss and Young Miss 
pageants will be held on 
July 16 in the multi-purpose 
building at the fairgrounds. 
The Baby Show begins at 
10 a.m., and the Fair Queen 
pageant at 4 p.m.

All events prior to July 18 
are free.

A full rodeo will be held 
on July 18 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
arena. The 2023 NEMO Fair 
also has a great lineup of 
musical entertainment that 
includes Sara Evans with spe-
cial guest Jarrod Turner on 
Saturday night. Friday night 
will feature Darryl Worley, 
with special guests Ashley 
Barron and Chad Brock. Bon-
Jour, a band that combines 
the hits of Bon Jovi and Jour-
ney, will perform on Thurs-
day. All shows are at 7 p.m. 
at the grandstand.

The fair will feature food 
vendors, a truck and trac-
tor pull and daily livestock 
shows by 4-H and the FFA. 
Bands playing at the Moose 
Lodge Beer Garden include 
Hever DJ Service on Mon-
day, July 15, No Apology on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Shakey Ground on Thursday 
and Bootcut, Friday and Sat-
urday. All shows are at 5 p.m. 
Carnival rides open at 5 p.m. 
daily, as does the beer garden.

Season pass tickets are $50 
through July 17 and $55 at the 
gate and includes access to 
all the concerts, rides and ex-
hibits. A daily pass costs $20 
for Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday and $25 for Friday 
or Saturday. Children five and 
under are free. Passes are 
available online ($3 charge), 
at the fair office, Hy-Vee su-
permarket and the Ayerco gas 
stations both north and south. 
Admission to the fairgrounds 
is free prior to July 18.

Pie baking contest, 
pie eating contest 
and pie auction at 
the NEMO Fair

By Special to The Express

Drivers in Missouri will no longer 
be able to hold their cell phone in 
their hand while behind wheel under 
a new law signed by Gov. Mike Par-
son, Thursday. The Siddens Bening 
Hands Free Law, which passed in 
Senate Bill 398, prohibits all drivers 
from manually typing, scrolling, 
or holding their cell phone while 
driving. The law does allow drivers 
to utilize hands-free cell phone fea-
tures like talk-to-text, Bluetooth, or 
speaker functions to talk, send mes-
sages, and use navigation functions.

“AAA Missouri applauds the 
governor, state lawmakers, and 
advocates for their support of this 
measure that will improve safe-
ty for all road users,” said AAA 
Missouri Vice President of Pub-
lic Affairs and Government Rela-
tions Angela Nelson. “This law is a 
practical, commonsense measure 
that will reduce the number of 
Missourians who senselessly lose 
their lives each year to distracted 
driving on our roadways.”

In Missouri, between 2012 and 
2021, there have been 197,564 dis-
tracted driving-related crashes that 
killed 801 people, according to Mis-
souri Coalition for Roadway Safety 
data. The Siddens Bening Hands 
Free Law is named in memory of two 

Missourians who lost their lives in 
traffic crashes. Michael Bening, 46 
of Raymore, was struck and killed 
by a suspected distracted driver 
on I-49 in Cass County in May 2021 
while attempting to retrieve debris in 
the roadway. Michael was husband to 
Stephany Bening and father of two.

Randall Siddens, 34, of Columbia, 
died from injuries he sustained from 
being struck by a driver who was 
video chatting on a cell phone and 
speeding. Randall, a husband to Adri-
enne Siddens and father of three, was 
hit while he was collecting traffic 
cones after a triathlon race in Colum-
bia in May 2019. Both Adrienne and 
Stephany serve as victim advocates to 
educate drivers on the dangers of dis-
tracted driving in hopes of preventing 
more tragic crashes from happening.

Senate Bill 398 “Siddens Bening 
Hands Free Law” Summary

When the law takes effect on Aug. 
28, Missouri will become the 28th 
state to require hands-free phone 
use for drivers of all ages behind 
the wheel and 49th state to prohibit 
manually texting and driving.

The Siddens Bening Hands Free 
Law was originally part of Senate 
Bills 56/61, which was formed 
from two bills introduced by Sen. 
Jason Bean and Sen. Greg Razer. 
Ultimately, the law was amended 
onto Senate Bill 398, which was 
passed by the Missouri General 
Assembly. This law strengthens 
the state’s prior texting and driv-
ing law, one of the weakest in the 
country.

Under the new law, while the 
vehicle is in motion, drivers are 
prohibited from:

• Physically holding or support-
ing a cell phone with any part of 
their body

• Manually typing, writing, send-
ing, or reading text-based messages

• Recording, posting, sending 
or broadcasting video, including 
video calls and social media posts

• Watching a video or movie

Missouri Governor signs ‘Siddens Bening Hands Free Law’

By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

The Kirksville Parks and Recreation 
Department held the first of their 
four summer block parties on July 9 
at PC Mills Park. Families attending 
the 9th annual event, enjoyed free hot 
dogs, lemonade, cotton candy, snow 
cones, water fights, a suds machine, 
a fire truck, a police car and more. 
Upcoming block parties will be held 
at Jaycee Park on July 16; at Memorial 
Park-on July 30; and at Brashear Park 
on Aug. 6.

Kirksville Parks 
& Rec holds 
first summer 
block party

By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

A fire swept through an office 
complex on East LaHarpe and 
South Halliburton in the early 
morning hours of Friday, July 7. 
Kirksville Police Fire Investiga-
tor Ray Jagger said it appears to 
be arson and state fire investiga-
tors have joined forces with city 
police, honing in on the cause 
of the blaze. The fire destroyed 
the offices of Grow Counseling 
on the south corner of 701 E. 
LaHarpe Street. The door of the 
business had marks on it from 
where it seemed to have been 
forcefully pried open. The inte-
rior was ravaged by the inferno.

See LAW, Page A3

Fire forces Daily Express staff to evacuate offices

Fire investigators examine the door, which had been pried 
open, at the office of Grow Counseling at 701 e. LaHarpe street. a counter stands gutted.

The back side of the building in the 2300 
block of south Halliburton.See FIRE, Page A2
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The damage to the build-
ing, which also housed the 
offices of The Kirksville 
Daily Express on its north 
side, was most noticeable 
on the South Halliburton 
side, where a window was 
knocked out and the flames 
scarred the outside wall 

and tore into the roof. A 
hallway separating the 
offices that held a shared 
set of bathrooms that were 
destroyed, was filled with 
burnt debris all the way 
to the door that connect-
ed to The Express office. 
Firefighters also cut a hole 
in the ceiling in the main 
room of The Daily Express. 
Smoke damage was exten-
sive as well.

Kirksville firefighters re-
turned to the complex on 
Friday night as hot spots 
continued to flare up. The 
fire eventually forced The 
Daily Express to move 
across the parking lot of the 
complex to a new office at 
705 E. LaHarpe Street, #F. 
Kirksville Daily Express 
staff worked until midnight 

urgently moving while fire-
fighters combed the build-
ing for most of the night.

The new office was open 
for business on Monday 
morning and staff, prior 
to deadline, was working 
to have the phones and In-
ternet service transferred 
over without too much in-
terruption.

FIRE 
Continued from Page A1

A fire truck parked outside an office at 701 E. LaHarpe 
Street. SCOTT JARVIS

Adair County E-911 Joint 
Services Board meeting

The Adair County E-911 Joint 
Services Board will hold a meet-
ing at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 12, in Council Chambers, 
201 S. Franklin Street.

Wooden Nickel Four Person 
Team Tournament for 
United Way

The Wooden Nickel Four 
Person Team Tournament for 
United Way will be held on July 
14 at the Kirksville Country Club. 
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., 
and tee off is 10 a.m. Hole-tee 
sponsorships are $125, which 
will include a sign by the hole/
tee and sponsors are welcome to 
set up at a hole with promotional 
items. Teams are $275 before 
June 30 ($300 after). Mulligans 
per team are one for $25 and two 
for $40. Prizes and awards follow 
the tournament. Carts are avail-

able for $40 through Kirksville 
Country Club. Number of teams 
is limited so enter early. Classic 
prizes include Longest Putt over-
all on 18th hole, Longest Drive 
per woman or man, and cash 
prizes for the top three finishers. 
Contact the United Way at (660-
665-1924) for more information.

Summer on the Square 
Concert Series with 
‘Kirksville Community Band’

Kirksville Community Band 
will perform Friday night, July 14 
at 7 p.m., as part of the Kirksville 
Arts Association’s Summer on the 
Square concert series on the lawn 
of the Adair County Courthouse 
Square in downtown Kirksville. 
The concert is free to the public. 
The rain venue will be Club One 
at 301 W. McPherson Street.

Thousand Hills State Park 
Something About A Snake

Thousand Hills State Park 
will hold “Something About 
A Snake” on Friday, July 14 
at 7 p.m. Something about a 
snakes make them sssuper im-

portant. Join park staff to learn 
what that reason is and why 
snakes are unique. Meet at the 
Campground 1 amphitheater.

Thousand Hills State Park 
Petroglyph Tour

Thousand Hills State Park will 
hold a Petroglyph Tour on Satur-
day, July 15 at 1o a.m. Thousand 
Hills State Park is home to a 
collection of petroglyphs or rock 
carvings made by ancestors of 
today’s American Indians. Explore 
the petroglyphs with park staff 
to learn more about this unique 
piece of history. Meet at the 
petroglyph shelter located next 
to the beach. Questions? Contact 
the park office at 660-665-6995.

Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation Department’s 
‘Movies in the Park’

The third Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation Department’s “Mov-
ies in the Park” will be held on 
July 15 from 8-10 p.m. at Rotary 
Park’s Ray Klinginsmith Amphi-
theater. The movie will be “Top 
gun: Maverick.

Horse show at the NEMO 
Fairgrounds

On Saturday, July 15, three 
days prior to the opening of 
the NEMO Fair, the 4-H and FFA 
Horse Show will be held on the 
newly renovated arena, featur-
ing 4-H and FFA members from 
throughout Missouri. The show 
begins at 11 a.m.

NEMO Fair Kids’ Show 2023 
‘Back to the ‘80s’

The NEMO Fair Kids’ Show 
2023, themed “Back to the ‘80s” 
for ages 0-8 years old, will be 
held on July 16, with registration 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room at the fair-
grounds. This year they want to 
see your best ‘80s hair; your best 
‘80s fashion; your coolest ‘80s 
neon. Hosted by the NEMO Fair 
Queen Committee. Prizes will be 
given to all participants.

NEMO Fair Queen Pageants 
and Baby Show

The NEMO Fair will hold a Baby 
Show in the Multi-Purpose Build-
ing at the fairgrounds on July 16 at 
10 a.m. Admission is free. At 4 p.m., 
the NEMO Fair Queen, Teen Miss 
and Young Miss Contest will be 
held in the Multi-Purpose Building.

NEMO Fair Opening 
Ceremonies

The NEMO Fair Opening Cere-
monies will be held on July 17 at 
7 p.m. Admission is free. Other 
events at the fairgrounds on that 
day include 4-H exhibit judging 
at 9 a.m, a pie eating contest 
at 10 a.m., the Super Farmer 
Challenge at the grandstand at 
5 p.m., and a Horseshoe Pitching 
Tournament at 6:30 p.m.

Thousand Hills State Park 
Bug Bingo

Thousand Hills State Park will 
hold Bug Bingo on Friday, July 
21 at 7 p.m. Learn all about bugs 
through this interactive game 
of bingo. Discover which bugs 
match the clues given to com-
plete your bingo board. Meet at 
the Special Use Area.

4th Annual Kirksville Motor 
Company Charity Golf 
Tournament

The 4th Annual Kirksville Motor 
Company Charity Golf Tourna-
ment will be held on July 21 at the 
Kirksville Country Club. Check-in 
is between 8:30 and 9:45 a.m. 
Starting time is 10 a.m. Lunch will 
be provided. Teams will compete 
to win $5,000 in donations from 
Kirksville Motor Company for their 
local, qualifying charity of choice. 
1st Prize is $3,000 and 2nd place 
is $2,000. Eligible charities must 
be local and tax-exempt under 
section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code 
and be within 25 miles of the deal-
ership address. The team captain is 
responsible to verify organization 
eligibility. Registration deadline 
is July 19 and limited to 40 teams.
Fees are $190 for a foreperson 
team, $25 for mulligans, one per 
player, four per team. Golf carts are 
$36.Register online at golf.kirks-
villemotors.com or in person at 
Kirksville Motor Company, 3607 N. 
Baltimore Street (660) 665-2805.

Thousand Hills State Park 
History of the Park

Thousand Hills State Park will 
hold a History of the Park seminar 
on Saturday, July 22 at 10 a.m. 
Thousand Hills State Park has a 
unique history. Join park staff to 
learn more about how the park 
was created and how it has grown 
over time. Meet at the Park Office.

Summer on the Square 
Concert Series with ‘Matt 
Kennedy & Busted String Band

Matt Kennedy & Busted String 
Band will perform Friday night, 
July 28 at 7 p.m., as part of the 
Kirksville Arts Association’s 
Summer on the Square concert 
series on the lawn of the Adair 
County Courthouse Square in 
downtown Kirksville. The con-
cert is free to the public. The rain 
venue will be Club One at 301 W. 
McPherson Street.

Thousand Hills State Park 
Learn to Fish program

Thousand Hills State Park will 
hold a Learn to Fish program on 
Saturday, July 29 from 9 a.m.- 
Noon. Come learn to fish with 
Park Staff! We will begin with a 
demo of casting, tying hooks, 
baiting the hook, reeling fish in, 
and unhooking the fish. Demo 
will be on the shoreline closer to 
the dining lodge. After the demo 

there will be around 2.5 hours of 
time to fish with assistance from 
park staff and volunteers. There 
will be some equipment available 
for use. If you have your own fish-
ing gear, please bring it. Fishers 15 
or younger do not need a fishing 
license. Fishers 65 and up who are 
Missouri Residents do not need 
a fishing license. All other partic-
ipants will need a fishing license 
to participate. Day permits can be 
purchased at the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservations Regional 
Office or online at https://mdc 
web.s3licensing.com/. Meet at the 
shoreline in front of the cabins.

660 Charitable Motorcycle 
Organization Kirksville  
Cars & Coffee

The next 660 Charitable Motor-
cycle Organization Kirksville Cars 
& Coffee will be held July 29 from 
8:30-11 a.m. at the Dukum Inn, 111 
S. Elson Street. All are welcome. 
Bring your car, truck, bike, hot rod, 
daily or clunker. It’s all about good 
company and a good time. Check 
out all the cars and everything 
else. Enjoy a free doughnut, some 
coffee and some great conversa-
tion with some good people. They 
look forward to seeing you there 
and don’t forget, come on out, to 
see what other great free raffle 
prizes they will have.

A Christmas Cantata by 
Rich McKinney –  
‘The Heart’s Journey’

A Christmas Cantata by Rich 
McKinney – “The Heart’s Jour-
ney” will be held on July 29 from 
7-8 p.m. at the First Christian 
Church, 100 N. High Street. 
Kirksville Sings, an SAB Cantata 
for Christmas. All are invited to 
sing together. All 43 churches in 
Kirksville are invited. “The Hearts 
Journey”, a Christmas Cantata by 
Rich McKinney with lyrics by San-
dra Chapman. Twelve songs de-
pict the characters present at the 
manger scene. 10 a.m. to noon, 
introduction and first rehearsal. 
Second rehearsal, 2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Performance at 7 p.m. Dress com-
fortably for the day and bring 
water. PDF scores of the cantata 
are free online at SantoshaVoice-
Group.com at no charge. Register 
at SantoshaVoiceGroup.com.

Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation Dollar Swim Night

Dollar Swim Night will be held 
on July 29 from 6-9 p.m., at the 
Kirksville Aquatic Center, 801 E. 
Mill Street in Kirksville. Capacity 
is limited and admission will be 
granted on a first come, first 
serve basis. Sponsored by Kirks-
ville Women of Today.

Summer on the Square 
Concert Series with ‘Hootin’ 
Annies with Jimmy Campbell’

“Hootin’ Annies with Jimmy 
Campbell” will perform Friday 
night, Aug. 4 at 7 p.m., as part of 
the Kirksville Arts Association’s 
Summer on the Square concert 
series on the lawn of the Adair 
County Courthouse Square in 

downtown Kirksville. The con-
cert is free to the public. The rain 
venue will be Club One at 301 W. 
McPherson Street.

Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation Department’s 
‘Movies in the Park’

The final Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation Department’s “Movies 
in the Park” will be held on Aug. 
5 from 8-10 p.m. at Rotary Park’s 
Ray Klinginsmith Amphitheater.

Kirksville Area Chamber  
of Commerce 29th  
Annual Golf Outing

The Kirksville Area Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its 29th Annual 
Golf Outing, presented by North-
east Missouri State Bank, on Friday, 
Aug. 11 at the Kirksville Country 
Club. Sponsorships are available by 
contacting Marie Murphree at the 
chamber: 660-665-3766.

Kids Mini Mud Mile returns
Mark your calendars for the 

4th annual Kids Mini Mud Mile. 
Children ages 3-15 can embark on 
a one-mile mud-filled obstacle ad-
venture right here in Kirksville. The 
run will take place Saturday, Aug. 
12, at the North Park Sports Com-
plex. Choose between a 9 a.m., 
10 a.m. or 11 a.m. start time. Every 
child will receive a free Mud Mile 
t-shirt and post-race refreshments. 
Early registration is $10 per child 
before July 1 and $15 after. Chil-
dren 5 and under can have an adult 
accompany them free of charge. 
Add an unlimited run wristband for 
just $5 when registering and run 
the course as many times as you 
would like until 12:30 p.m. Register 
today at parks.kirksvillecity.com or 
in person at the Kirksville Parks and 
Recreation office located at the 
Kirksville Aquatic Center, 801 E. Mill 
Street, Kirksville.

New online Master Gardener 
training begins Aug. 14

A new session of online Master 
Gardener training begins Aug. 14. 
MU Extension horticulture special-
ists teach the 14 online sessions. 
Classes are delivered through the 
Canvas learning management 
system as a series of scripted and 
narrated video presentations. 
Students work at their own pace. 
A composite score of 70 percent 
on chapter quizzes is needed to 
pass the course. Topics include 
basic botany, soils and plant 
nutrition, vegetable gardening, 
fruit production, landscape de-
sign, woody ornamental plants, 
herbaceous ornamental plants, 
turf management, insect and dis-
ease management and pesticide 
safety. Core training is the first 
step toward certification as an MU 
Extension Master Gardener. Train-
ees must also complete at least 30 
hours of volunteer service. Local 
Master Gardener coordinators can 
help online trainees find volunteer 
opportunities to meet the service 
hour requirements. The deadline 
to register for the fall session is 
Aug. 13. For more information, 
visit mg.missouri.edu.

Kirksville Area  
Calendar of Events
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Marietta C. Slaughter, age 91, of Macon, Missouri, 
passed away Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at Boone Hos-
pital in Columbia, Missouri.

Born December 2, 1931 in Gifford, 
Missouri, the daughter of Clarence 
and Lena (Bailey) Lockett. On March 
22, 1951 in Kirksville, Missouri, she 
was united in marriage to Dean 
Slaughter who preceded her in death 
on June 8, 2016.

Also preceding her in death were 
her parents; three grandchildren, Hannah Perry, 
Branden Slaughter, and Sebrina Frock; one brother, 
Herschell Lockett; and one son-in-law, Dale McVay.

Surviving are one son and daughter-in-law, Norven 
and Denise Slaughter of Brookfield, Missouri; two 
daughters, Gayle McVay of Macon, Missouri and 
Terri and Bill Wobken of Queen City, Missouri; 14 
grandchildren and 24 great grandchildren.

Marietta lived most of her life in the Gifford com-
munity. She was a 1949 graduate of La Plata High 
School and was a member of the Gifford Christian 
Church. She enjoyed gardening, canning, helping on 
the farm, and spending time with her family.

Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m. Sunday, July 9, 
2023 at Travis Funeral Chapel in La Plata, Missou-
ri. Burial will be in Indian Hill Cemetery, north of 
Gifford, Missouri.

Visitation will be Sunday, July 9, 2023 with the 
family receiving friends from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at the funeral home.

Memorials in memory of Marietta may be made 
to the Gifford Christian Church or Indian Hill Cem-
etery. They may be sent to or left at Travis Funeral 
Chapel, 125 S. Church St., La Plata, MO 63549.

Marietta C. Slaughter
Dec 2, 1931 — Jul 5, 2023

INCIDENT REPORTS
JUNE 30

7:13 a.m., Animal Complaint, 
1207 S. Baird Street

7:46 a.m., Traffic Stop, West-
bury Lane, Brenda Johnson, 67

8:01 a.m., Identity Theft, 909 
E. Scott Street

11:23 a.m., Property/Damage 
Vandalism, Suspicious-Person, 
Activity, Vehicle, 2118 E. Nor-
mal Avenue

11:26 p.m., Domestic Distur-
bance, 1007 E. Pierce Street

11:54 a.m., Theft/Not in Prog-
ress, Stealing From All Other 
(M), 516 E. Illinois Street

1:07 p.m., Traffic Stop, West 
Elizabeth Street, December 
Leslie, 27

1:28 p.m., Domestic Distur-
bance, 710 N. Mulanix Street

1:58 p.m., Domestic Distur-
bance/Physical, Trespass, Driv-
ing While Revoked/Suspended 
1st Offense (M D), 701 W. Smith 
Street

1:59 p.m., Stalking, Harass-
ment, 1804 Meadow View Drive

3:51 p.m., Services Rendered, 
119 E. McPherson Street

4:08 p.m., Harassment 3309 
N. Baltimore Street

5:08 p.m., Property/Damage 
Vandalism, 2nd Degree, 818 E. 
Meadow Lane

6:52 p.m., Fire/Chemical Spill, 
Obedience to Police/Fire Offi-
cials, 2703 N. Baltimore Street

7:57 p.m., Civil Dispute, 315 S. 
Osteopathy Street

8:57 p.m., Traffic Stop, East 
Washington Street

9:52 p.m., Burglary/In Prog-
ress, Burglary 2nd (Force) Resi-
dential (F C), Property Damage 
(M) 2nd Degree, 1207 Queens 
Road

10:20 p.m., Animal/Bite-At-
tack, 315 S. Osteopathy Street

10:20 p.m., Traffic Stop, No 
Valid License-2nd Offense 
(M), North Baltimore Street, 
Arrested:

11:41 p.m., Traffic Stop, 1704 
S. Baltimore Street, Lynzie Ab-
badusky, 31

11:46 p.m., Traffic Stop, 1000 
S. Baltimore Street, Juvenile
JULY 1

12:01 a.m., Traffic Stop, 2216 
S. Baltimore Street, Matthew 
Lester, 35

12:32 a.m., Traffic Stop, 1611 
S. Baltimore Street, Xander 
Wright, 18

8 a.m., Parking Complaint, 
Vehicle Towed, 1115 N. Oste-
opathy Street

9:40 a.m., identity Theft, 
Forgery (F D), False Imperson-
ation (M B), 201 S. Baltimore 
Street

11:41 a.m., Traffic Stop, North 
Green Street

1:55 p.m., Juvenile Problem, 
Runaway, 1101 S. Jamison 
Street

2:41 p.m., Theft/Not in Prog-
ress, Suspicious Activity, 1700 
N. Centennial Avenue

3:01 p.m., Traffic Stop, Oper-
ated a Motor Vehicle, Which 
is Not Validly Licensed, Elson 
Street

3:28 p.m., Traffic Stop, 1901 N. 
Baltimore Street, William Ard, 21

3:37 p.m., Traffic Stop, Failure 
to Exhibit Proof of Insurance, 
Missouri Street, Mathew West, 19

3:49 p.m., Traffic Stop, North 
Centennial Avenue, Austin 
West, 24

5:10 p.m., MVA/Minor 1023 E. 
Jefferson Street

6:58 p.m., Warrant-Livingston 
County, 401 N. Franklin Street, 
Arrestee: Sean Dabney, 46

7:36 p.m., Animal/Bite-At-
tack, 1000 S. Baltimore Street

9:47 p.m., MVA/Minor, Road 
Blocked, Baltimore Street

10:19 p.m., Traffic Stop, 
Warrant-Adair County; Drugs/
Possession (F) of Controlled 
Substance (F D), South Lewis 
Street, Arrestee: Lisa Wilson, 42
JULY 2

1:03 a.m., Check the Well 
Being, 800 W. Jefferson Street

7:14 a.m., Theft/Not in Prog-
ress, Trespass, 503 S. Franklin 
Street,

7:44 a.m., Traffic Stop, Main 
Street, Justin Miller, 47

7:58 a.m., Traffic Stop, 202 E. 
Illinois Street, Justin Mihalev-
ich 29

9:03 a.m., Field Contact, 1615 
S. Baltimore Street

11:20 a.m., Property/Damage 
Vehicle, 2nd Degree, 1502 S. 
Osteopathy Street

1:40 p.m., Traffic Stop, Michi-
gan Street, Juvenile

4:19 p.m., Suspicious/Activity, 
1202 E. Filmore Street

5:19 p.m., Domestic Distur-
bance, Assault/Domestic 3rd 
Degree (F E), 412 N. Mulanix 
Street

9:10 p.m., MVA/Minor North 
Baltimore Street
JULY 3

2:15 a.m., Theft/Not in Prog-
ress, Stealing From Shoplifting 
(M), 202 E. Illinois Street

3:01 a.m., Suspicious/Activity, 
Suspicious-Person, Activity, 
Vehicle, South Marion Street

4:27 a.m., Traffic Stop, Harri-
son Street, Coaltrain Palmer, 25

8:48 a.m., Traffic Stop, West 
Patterson Street, Austin Law-
son, 28

9:17 a.m., Traffic Stop, 315 
S. Osteopathy Street, James 
Connelly, 31

9:58. a.m., Warrant Check, 
175 Valley Forge Drive

10:17 a.m., Traffic Stop, Ran-
dolph Street

10:38 a.m., Animal/Loose-Run-
ning at Large, 1207 Baird Street

10:55 a.m., Traffic Stop, Oste-
opathy Street, Kari Womack, 41

11:15 a.m., Field Contact, 
Operating Motorized Bicycle 
on Highway or Street Without 
Driver’s License (M), 502 N. Bal-
timore Street, Arrestee: Travis 
Meyers, 32

1:03 p.m., Traffic Stop, North 
Green Street, Jerry Woods, 51

1:13 p.m., Traffic Stop, 2121 N. 
Baltimore Street

1:25 p.m., Traffic Stop, 502 
N. Baltimore Street, Gideon 
Stewart, 43

1:34 p.m., Runaway, Located, 
704 W. Burton Street

2:04 p.m., Traffic Stop, 2015 
N. Baltimore Street, Meghan 
Triplett, 23

2:16 p.m., Traffic Stop, 2015 
N. Baltimore Street, Marilea 
Navis, 66

2:29 p.m., Traffic Stop, 500 N. 
Baltimore Street

2:32 p.m., Traffic Stop, 2015 
N. Baltimore Street

3:08 p.m., Traffic Stop, East 
Harrison Street

3:36 p.m., Check the Well 
Being, 1023 E. Washington Street

3:42 p.m., Traffic Stop, No 
Valid License-1st Offense (M), 
East Illinois Street

5:30 p.m., Theft/Not in Prog-
ress, Stealing, 101 E. Harrison 
Street

7:22 p.m., Property/Recov-
ered, 119 E. McPherson Street

8:52 p.m., Property/Recov-
ered, Civil Dispute, 119 E. 
McPherson Street

9:59 p.m., Intoxicated Person, 
Domestic Disturbance, War-
rant, 1915 N. Osteopathy Street

10:29 p.m., Intoxicated Per-
son, Domestic Disturbance, 
603 W. Tracy Street

10:41 p.m., Warrant, 1915 N. 
Osteopathy Street, Arrestee: 
Anthony Nelson, 31

11:17 p.m., Property/Damage 
Vandalism (M) 2nd Degree, 
801 N. Walnut Street

11:47 p.m., Theft/Not in Prog-
ress, Stealing From Auto (M), 
103 W. Scott Street
JULY 4

12 a.m., Traffic Stop, 2002 N. 
Baltimore Street, Ashley Wil-
son, 18

12:29 a.m., Suspicious/Activ-
ity, Suspicious-Person, Activity, 
Vehicle, 2400 S. Baltimore 
Street

2:50 a.m., Traffic Stop, 2401 
N. Baltimore Street, James 
Connelly, 31

3:27 a.m., Theft/In Progress, 
Stealing From Auto (M), 917 N. 
Florence Street

7:21 a.m., Trespass/Refuse to 
Leave, Domestic Disturbance, 
601 E. Pierce Street

9:53 a.m., Theft/Not in Prog-
ress, Burglary 2nd (No Force) 
Residential (F C)

10:26 a.m., Traffic Stop, North 
Mulanix Street, Virginia Find-
ling, 23

11:06 a.m., Traffic Stop, East 
Washington Street, Timothy 
Matheney, 49

11:10 a.m., Traffic Stop, 3607 
N. Baltimore Street

11:37 p.m., Property/Recov-
ered, 414 S. Halliburton Street

11:38 a.m., Domestic Distur-
bance, Check the Well Being, 
710 W. Elizabeth Street

11:41 a.m., Fraud, Forgery (F 
D), 2205 S. Marion Street

12:12 p.m., Traffic Stop, NO 
Valid License-1st Offense (M), 
State Highway 6, Arrestee: 
Catherine Koesy, 34

12:21 p.m., Traffic Stop, 315 S. 
Osteopathy Street, Rex Partin, 71

12:38 p.m., Theft/Not in Prog-
ress, Stealing, 711 Erin Place

12:58 p.m., Traffic Stop, East 
Illinois Street, Woody Dunn, 35

2:35 p.m., Traffic Stop, 
Driving While Suspended/
Revoked-2nd or 3rd (M A), Ar-
restee: Matthew Hudson, 47

2:59 p.m., Traffic Stop, No 
Valid License-1st Offense (M), 
North Bradford Street, Ar-
restee: Cole Stevens, 20

3:12 p.m., Traffic Stop, North 
Marion Street, Levi Watts, 18

3:18 p.m., traffic Stop, 1004 
W. Gardner Street, Freddy 
Mpanda, 46

3:42 p.m., Assault/Simple, 
909 E. McPherson Street

4:20 p.m., Traffic Stop, No Valid 
License-3rd and Subsequent Of-
fense (F), 311 N. Baltimore Street, 
Arrestee: Bryon Lough, 48

7:10 p.m., Property/Lost, 
Fraud or (Attempt) Use of 
‘Credit Device (MA) Under 
$750; Stealing From All Other 
(M), 2206 N. Baltimore Street

10:24 p.m., Traffic Stop, 1401 
S. Baltimore Street

10:56 p.m,. Traffic Stop,, 
North Osteopathy Street

11 p.m., Traffic Stop, North 
Osteopathy Street, Kelsey 
Bridges, 30

11:09 p.m., Traffic Stop, 202 
E., Illinois Street

11:45 p.m., Traffic Stop, East 
Illinois Street
JULY 5

12:15 a.m., Peace Disturbance, 
Trespass, 1102 N. Franklin Street

1:27 a.m., Ex Parte Full Order 
of Protection/Violation, Suspi-
cious-Person, Activity, Vehicle, 
2202 E. Normal Avenue

2:57 a.m., Assault/Simple, 4th 
Degree (M), 1007 E. Pierce Street

KIRKSVILLE POLICE BLOTTER: JUNE 30-JULY 5, 2023

The new law does allow 
drivers to

• Place or receive voice 
calls utilizing voice-oper-
ated or hands-free func-
tions that can be engaged/
disengaged with a single 
touch or swipe

• Talk on the phone, 
hands-free, utilizing fea-
tures like built-in phone 
speaker, in-car Bluetooth, 
or ear bud/headset

• Send or receive text-
based communication 
through voice-to-text fea-
tures

• Utilize cell phone GPS 
navigation and music or 
podcast functions

The bill contains specif-
ic exemptions for drivers 
communicating in emer-
gency situations, emer-
gency first responders and 
other emergency roadside 
workers, and for-hire driv-
ers. The “Siddens Bening 
Hands Free Law” will also 
make it illegal for school 
bus drivers to use an elec-

tronic communication de-
vice while the bus is in 
motion or while loading or 
unloading passengers.

Under the penalty pro-
visions, a first-time viola-
tion will result in a fine 
up to $100. Fine amounts 
increase, up to $500, for 
repeat convictions within 
a two-year period. Addi-
tional penalties can occur, 
misdemeanor or felony 
charges, if the distracted 
driver causes a crash that 
results in significant prop-
erty damage, serious inju-
ry or death.

Penalty provisions will 
not be enacted until Jan. 1, 
2025 to allow adequate time 
for public education.

The passage of the Sid-
dens Bening Hands Free 
Law is the successful cul-
mination of a multi-year, 
collaborative effort from 
local, state, and national 
traffic safety-focused or-
ganizations, agencies, busi-
nesses, law makers, and 
advocates, including AAA 
Missouri, in the interest 
of addressing the growing 
public safety threat of cell 
phone-distracted driving.
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Staff Reports

The following is a list of 
general highway mainte-
nance work the Missouri 
Department of Trans-
portation has planned in 
the Northern Missouri 
regions for the next few 
weeks. All road closures 
and planned roadwork 
may be viewed on the 
Traveler Information 
Map at http://traveler.mo-
dot.org/map/. Inclement 
weather may cause sched-
ule changes in some of the 
planned work. There may 
also be moving operations 
throughout the region, in 
addition to the work men-
tioned below.

Schuyler County
Route Z – July 12 — 

13, Closed for asphalt 
pavement repairs from 
Raven Road to Missou-
ri Route 202 between 
7 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily.

Route Z – July 17 — 
19, Closed for asphalt 
pavement repairs from 
Raven Road to Missou-
ri Route 202 between 
7 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily.

Route C – July 20 and 
July 24-27, Lane Restric-
tion for patching opera-
tions from Route N to U.S. 
Route 136 between 7 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. daily. A 12-foot 
width restriction will be 
in place where crews are 
actively working.

Macon County
Route FF – July 10 — 13, 

Closed for patching oper-
ations from Hawk Avenue 
to Route C between 7 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. daily.

Route P – July 17 – 20, 
Lane Restriction for patch-
ing operations from Chari-
ton County Line to Mis-
souri Route 129 between 
7 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily.

Putnam County
Route Y – Closed for 

a culvert replacement 
from U.S. Route 136 to 
Route YY, July 12, 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. daily.

Sullivan County
Route C – Closed for a 

bridge replacement proj-
ect at the Yellow Creek 
Bridge, 1.5 miles east of 
Route U, southeast of Mi-
lan, through September.

Route 129 – Closed for a 
culvert replacement from 
Route M to Kempwood 
Road, July 12, 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

Scotland County
U.S. Route 136 – July 12, 

Lane Restriction for patch-
ing operations from Route 
A in Clark County to Schuy-
ler County line between 
7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. daily.

Route MM – July 13 
and July 17, Lane Re-
striction for patching op-
erations from U.S. Route 
136 to Route M between 
7 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily.

New Bridge on Route E in 
Schuyler County opens

The new bridge on 
Route E in Schuyler Coun-
ty over the North Fork of 
the South Fabius River 
opened to traffic on Sat-
urday, July 8, making this 
the twenty-first bridge 
on the Fixing Access to 
Rural Missouri (FARM) 
Bridge Program.

Area road report

By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

A ribbon cutting and rededication 
of the cornerstone for the newly 
renovated Adair County Courthouse, 
will begin on Saturday, July 15 at 
2:30 p.m. Courthouse tours will be 
given from noon to 2:30 p.m., leading 
up to the ribbon cutting. The reded-
ication will take place at 4 p.m. and 
will be led by the Freemasons.

“Adair County Courthouse is an ex-
ample of the fine architecture of the 
late 1800s and lives with strength and 
beauty due to the good citizenship of 
the voters of Adair County,”, Presiding 
Commissioner Mark Shahan said in pro-
motional material announcing the event.

Features of the courthouse reno-
vation include new slate composite 
roof tiles that replaced five layers 
of asphalt shingles; historically ac-
curate windows, doors and mortar 

that replaced the old models; mod-
ern plumbing, fixtures and floors 
installed as well as woodwork and 
lighting restored throughout the 
building. Commissioners also had 
the 124-year-old flooring restored.

According to a flier promoting the 
day’s events, the Adair County Court-
house is a historic structure that was 
experiencing interior and exterior 
damage/deterioration issues that in-
cluded plaster cracking, floor damage, 
cracked stones, missing mortar, dis-

colored stones, inadequate patching 
and bat infestation, issues that need-
ed immediate attention when county 
voters approved a 1/4-cent sales tax 
to fund the upgrades in 2021.

Building repairs included tuck 
pointing, cleaning, sealing and caulk-
ing around the windows; a new HVAC 
system that replaced window AC 
units that were inadequate and dam-
aging the building with leaking con-
densation; a new roof, new premium 
ice and water shield, gutter apron, 
ridge caps and flashing. Damaged 
boards were also replaced and exten-
sive plumbing upgrades were made 
to include sensor faucets and high 
efficiency toilets. Plaster and ceil-
ing repairs were made throughout 
the courthouse and modern resilient 
flooring was included with the exten-
sive repair of the the historic floors.

The courthouse is located at 100 
W. Washington Street in Kirksville.

Ribbon-cutting, cornerstone rededication 
to be held for Adair County Courthouse
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SCOTLAND COUNTY, MISSOURI

LAND AUCTION
TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2023 AT 10:00 AMCT

This farm has a lot to offer for someone looking for a great 
recreational/hunting farm that includes a nice pole barn for storage 
and also living quarters. It would also be ideal for equestrian 
purposes as the pole barn has arena, stables and tack room. There 
are 3 acres being farmed currently with the remainder in pasture/
hay and timber. There are several ideal spots for food plot locations. 
The area is known for producing trophy whitetails. Make sure and 
take a look at this beautiful combination farm in northeast Missouri.

TERESA D. SEARS ESTATE
SABE SEARS & KYLEE ROOT QUAYLE • CO-ADMINISTRATORS

Auction Manager: Louie Zinn (319) 795-2314

VIRTUAL ONLINE

38.5 TAXABLE ACRES± • 1 TRACT
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By Truman State University

This year’s recipients 
for the Dr. Kay Clapp Chil-
dren’s Literacy Award are 
Jacquelyn Wheeler and 
Teresa Davidson.

Wheeler recently 
earned her MAE with 
an emphasis in elementa-
ry education at Truman. 
She is a fourth grade 
teacher at Bartley Ele-
mentary in the Fulton 
School District in Fulton. 
Davidson is a reading 
specialist at the Kirks-
ville Primary School.

Clapp taught in Tru-
man’s Department of Ed-

ucation and is a powerful 
proponent of literacy and 
children’s literature. The 
Dr. Kay Clapp Children’s 
Literacy Award was en-
dowed in 2006 in her hon-
or. Hundreds of students 
and practicing teachers 
have been influenced by 
her dedication and care-
ful mentoring. The fund 
provides $500 each to a 
Master of Arts in Educa-
tion student and a current 
teacher to purchase chil-
dren’s literature for their 
professional practices.

The awards were pre-
sented June 21 during a 
ceremony in Violette Hall.

Clapp Award 
helps educators

John Jones, chair of Truman’s Education Depart-
ment, presents Teresa Davidson with the Kay Clapp 
Children’s Literacy Award.

By Missouri State 
Highway Patrol

Capt. Erik A. Gott-
man, commanding offi-
cer of Troop B, Macon, 
announced the following 
promotion effective Aug. 1.

Sgt. Bradley D. Ream 
will be promoted to lieu-
tenant and designated a 
member of the Troop B 
command staff. Ream was 
appointed to the Patrol on 
Jan. 1, 1999. After gradu-
ating from the Patrol’s Law 

Enforcement Academy, he 
was assigned to Troop A, 
Zone 10, Saline County. On 
Dec. 1, 2001, he transferred 
from Troop A, Zone 10, to 
Troop B, Zone 4, Putnam 
and Sullivan counties.

On May 30, 2004, he was 
promoted to corporal and 
designated the assistant 
zone supervisor of Zone 
4, Putnam and Sullivan 
counties. On Aug. 1, 2010, 
he was promoted to ser-
geant and designated the 
zone supervisor of Zone 

4, Putnam and Sullivan 
counties. On Nov. 4, 2012, 
he transferred from Troop 
B, Zone 4, to the Division 
of Drug and Crime Con-
trol Troop B criminal in-
vestigation unit. In 2014, 
Ream was named the su-
pervisor of the Division of 
Drug and Crime Control’s 
Troop B criminal investi-
gation unit.

Lt. Ream is a native of 
Unionville, and graduated 
from Putnam County R-1 
High School, in Unionville. 

Lt. Ream and his wife, Les-
lie (Clinkenbeard), have 
five children, Trey, Kelsie, 
Haiden, Owen and Kaden.

Unionville native promoted 
to highway patrol lieutenant

Lt. Bradley D. Ream

Mill and overlay work 
scheduled for portion of 
East Normal Avenue

The street maintenance division 
of the city of Kirksville’s Public Works 
Department will begin mill and 
overlay work on a portion of East 
Normal Avenue from South Cottage 
Grove Avenue to approximately 600 
feet east of South Cottage Grove 
Avenue, starting Wednesday, July 
12. The street will have alternating 
traffic lanes during construction. 
This project is expected to be com-
pleted by July 13, depending on 
the weather. For more information, 
please contact the Public Works De-
partment at 660-627-1291.

Indoor walking activity  
for seniors at the  
Crossing Church

The RSVP (Retired Senior Vol-
unteer Persons) office sponsors a 
walking activity five days a week 
during winter months for seniors 
to walk inside the Crossing Church 
location on Shepard Street from 
9:30 a.m. until noon, Monday 
through Friday. This is only for 
senior citizens — 55 or older. They 
have volunteers “manning” the lo-
cation and seniors are welcome any 
time during that time period. They 
ask that you sign in. There is no 
charge and you may come any or all 
days. If the schools are closed, they 
are not open because of weather. 
As of April 1, the Crossing will only 
be open on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday each week. It will be rain 
free, wind free, and cool on hot 
days. Citizens above 55 years of age.

Children’s Theatre Camps 
announced

Back by popular demand! Send 
your budding theatre enthusiast to 
one of the theatre camps this sum-
mer. Choose between a perfor-
mance based, or technical theatre 
camp. Open to students entering 
third through eighth grades.

Technical Theatre Camp will be 
July 18 to 21, 1-4 p.m. Students 
will learn the technical elements 
of theatre and design for an end of 
week camp performance.

Performance Theatre Camp 
will be July 20, 21, 24, 25, 26 and 
27 from 9 a.m. to noon. Students 
will make up the cast of the end 
of week performance of “The 
Rainbow Fish”. The performance 
will be held July 27 at 7 p.m. at 
the Ray Klinginsmith Amphithe-
ater in Rotary Park. The cost is 

just $50 per child and each regis-
trant will receive a t-shirt.

For more information, contact 
the Kirksville Parks and Recreation 
Department at 660-627-1485.

Rotary Youth Exchange 
Committee in need of  
host families

The Kirksville Rotary Youth 
Exchange Committee is in need 
of host families for a German ex-
change student for the 2023-24 
school year. Three host families 
are needed to provide room and 
board for three months each. The 
committee provides orientation 
to the families and the students 
go through a strong vetting 
process. Email acsweet12@gmail.
com if interested.

“Thank You for Your  
Service Exhibit”

For a second year the Kirksville 
Arts Association is honoring area 
men and women, who have served 
in the military with a photography 
exhibit at the Sue Ross Arts Center, 
located at 215 S. Franklin in Kirks-
ville. The exhibit will run through 
Aug. 26. The exhibit includes 40 
former military members from Adair, 
Macon, Schuyler, Sullivan and Put-
nam counties. The exhibit includes 
photographs of the veterans holding 
a photograph of when they were in 
the service. A closing reception will 
be held Thursday, Aug. 24 from 5:30 
-7 p.m. and will include a presenta-
tion of five quilts by the Hands of 
Friendship Quilt Guild. The quilts will 
be on display at the arts center until 
the evening of the reception. The 
Sue Ross Arts Center is open Monday 
through Friday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There 
is no charge to view the exhibit. 
Any former military member who is 
interested in participating in a future 
exhibit by the Kirksville Arts Associ-
ation should call 660-665-0500 or 
email kirksvilleart@gmail.com.

Plant treatment to close 
Hazel Creek Lake for two 
days in July and August 

Hazel Creek Lake will be tem-
porarily closed for all recreational 
activities on July 17-18 and Aug. 
7-8 — weather permitting — to 
allow the city to treat the American 
Lotus plant. Boating, fishing, and all 
other activity on or in Hazel Creek 
Lake will be prohibited during this 
time period and the boat ramp will 
be closed. While this treatment 
process has been deemed safe for 
recreational activities, time is still 
needed to allow the treatment 
process to take place. If this process 
must be postponed due to weather, 
adequate notice will be provided to 
the public and all affected parties.
Hazel Creek Lake is a drinking source 
lake that provides water for all Adair 
County residents. This program for 
treatment of lotus has been ap-
proved by the Missouri Department 
of Natural Resources. The city will 
draw water from Forest Lake – the 
city’s other drinking source lake – 
during this treatment process. For 
more information, contact the Public 
Works Department at 660-627-1291.

Ld’s Bar and Grill calendar
Ld’s Bar and Grill, 33006 State 

Hwy M in Economy (three miles 
east of Atlanta on Hwy M), will 
hold the following events:

Pool tournaments every first and 
third Saturday of the month. Sign 
in at noon, play begins at 1 p.m.

Saturday July 15 — Band 
“Keota” 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Saturday Aug. 5 — Chariton 
River Rally Poker Run

Saturday Aug. 19 — Band 
“Fully Loaded” 8 p.m. to 12 a.m.

Friday Sept. 15 — Band “Boot 
Cut” 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Saturday Sept. 30 — Band 
“Keota” 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Saturday Oct. 21 — Band 
“Shakey Ground” 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Friday Oct. 27 — Band “Stone 
house” 9 p.m. to midnight

Call 660-239-4576 for more 
information.

Kirksville Kiwanis Farmers’ 
Market on Saturdays

The Kirksville Kiwanis Farmers’ 
Market will run each Saturday from 
May through Oct., 7 a.m. to noon on 
the square in downtown Kirksville. 
Come support your local farmers, 
growers, bakers, and craftspeople 
at the longest continual community 
service project in the city of Kirks-
ville. For more information, contact 
the Kirksville Kiwanis Club at (660) 
988-0419 or via email at kirksvil-
lemarket@gmail.com. or see the 
Kiwanis Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/kirksvilleki-
wanisfarmersmarket/

Food Bank Adopt a Buddy 
Pack program

The Food Bank for Central & 
Northeast Missouri invites you to 
Adopt a Buddy Pack. 1,928 children 
in Adair County qualify for free 
or reduced-price meals at school. 
Many of these children do not have 
access to nutritious meals during 
the weekend. The Food Bank’s 
Buddy Pack program aims to fill 
that gap by providing Buddy Packs 
full of nutritious food for children 

to take over the weekend. You 
can help fed a child with Buddy 
Packs. A gift of $270 allows them to 
provide a Buddy Pack to a child in 
Adair County for an entire school 
year. Donate at sharefoodbring-
hope.org/give-help or in-person 
at Alliant Bank, 201 S. Baltimore 
Street in Kirksville. Check by Mail: 
Make payable to “The Food Bank” 
with “Adair County Buddy Pack” 
in the memo to: The Food Bank, 
2101 Vandiver Drive, Columbia, Mo. 
65202. All funds stay in the county. 
Participating schools include Kirks-
ville Primary, Ray Miller, Brashear 
and Novinger. Sponsored by Alliant 
Bank and Kirksville Daily Express.

Join the Kirksville Young 
Professionals Committee

The Kirksville Area Chamber of 
Commerce encourages businesses 
and their employees (ages 21-40) 
to become involved in the Kirksville 
Young Professionals Committee, 
which focuses on retaining and en-
gaging young professionals in the 
area through lunch & learn oppor-
tunities, professional development, 
and other various events. KVYP is 
here to help them connect with the 
community. They meet on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at 9 a.m., 
in the Hampton Inn Truman Room 
or via zoom. Feel free to reach out 
to KirksvilleYP@gmail.com for more 
information about KVYP or to get 
the Zoom Link for meetings. You 
are also more than welcome to join 
them at future events.

Hospice of Northeast 
Missouri to facilitate 
ongoing support group 
around the grief of aging

An ongoing support group 
around the grief of aging will ex-
plore dealing with getting older 
and experiencing the reality of “life 
is NOT what I thought it would be 
when I got to this point.” All are 
welcome to attend this monthly 
support group that will meet from 
1–2 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month at the First United Methodist 
Church on 300 E. Washington St. in 
Kirksville. Attendees are asked to 
enter through the south door. The 
ongoing support group is sponsored 
by Hospice of Northeast Missouri, a 
partner agency of the United Way of 
Northeast Missouri. For more infor-
mation, call 660-627-9711.

Accepting applications 
for the Missouri Livestock 
Achievement Award

The Missouri Livestock Sympo-
sium is currently accepting appli-
cations for the Missouri Livestock 
Achievement Award. This award rec-
ognizes an individual or organization 
demonstrating outstanding achieve-
ments and distinguished contri-
butions to the livestock industry. 
Eligible applicants can be producers 
of livestock, agribusiness personnel, 
agency personnel, or agriculture ed-
ucators in the state of Missouri. Other 
parties who have been long-time 
supporters of the Missouri livestock 
industry will also be considered. The 
award recognizes livestock industry 
leaders from across the state. The 
selected applicant will become a 
member of the Missouri Livestock 
Symposium Hall of Fame and will be 
inducted during the Friday evening 
program of the Missouri Livestock 
Symposium on Dec. 1. The award 
nomination form can be received 
by emailing missourilivestock@
gmail.com and requesting the form, 
or by contacting the Adair County 
Extension office at 660-665-9866. 
The Missouri Livestock Symposium is 
Dec. 1-2, at William Mathew Middle 
School. Go to missourilivestock.com 
or our Facebook page @Missou-
riLivestock for more details.

KIRKSVILLE AREA NEWS BRIEFS

By University of  
Missouri Extension

VERSAILLES — With 
more than 90 percent of 
Missouri under drought, 
browning lawns and 
wilting cornfields are 
common sights. But 
don’t forget about your 
trees. A lawn can be re-
placed in months, but 
it takes decades to re-
place a large tree, says 
University of Missouri 
Extension natural re-
sources specialist Joni 
Harper.

Trees are a valuable 
part of home landscapes, 
says Harper. They beau-
tify surroundings and 
help save energy by pro-
viding shade.

Signs of stress include 
wilted foliage, off-color 
leaves, leaf scorch, leaf 
drop and early fall col-
oration.

Most of the tree’s ac-
tive roots are within the 
top 12 inches of soil and 
extend beyond the tree 
canopy. Prolonged heat 
and drought can bake 
the soil. This can dam-
age or kill fragile roots 
critical to water and nu-
trient uptake, says MU 
Extension state forester 
Hank Stelzer.

Harper recommends 
the “screwdriver test” 
to check soil moisture. 
“Try to push the head 
of the screwdriver six-
eight inches into the 
ground around the tree 
root zone,” she says. “If 
it doesn’t push in easily, 
it is time to water.”

In “normal” weather, 
trees need about one 
inch of water per week 
during the growing sea-
son. In dry weather, Stel-
zer recommends water-
ing deeply every six-sev-
en days. As a drought 
becomes more severe or 
when air temperatures 
rise above 95 F, step up 
watering to every four-
five days, he says.

When watering ma-
ture trees with well-es-
tablished root systems, 
water the entire area 
beneath the tree cano-
py. Water slowly so that 
water can saturate the 

soil. This is true for san-
dy and clay soils. “In 
sandy soils, water tends 
to head straight down,” 
says Harper. “Watering 
slowly allows for more 
lateral spread.” When 
clay soils are watered 
too quickly, water runs 
off the surface and will 
not reach tree roots

Use a soaker hose to 
help the water reach the 
ideal soil depth. Anoth-
er option is a sprinkler. 
When using the sprin-
kler, place an empty 
tuna can close by and 
run the sprinkler slow-
ly until one inch of wa-
ter collects in the can. 
Again, be sure to water 
the entire root zone be-
neath the tree canopy.

Young and newly 
planted trees are most 
vulnerable to drought 
since they are still es-
tablishing their roots. 
Stelzer says, “Remem-
ber, during the first year 
after planting, most of a 
tree’s roots are still in 
the root ball, which can 
dry out very quickly, es-
pecially in hot, dry and 
windy conditions.”

One simple method is 
to use a five-gallon buck-
et with a few nail holes 
in its sides near the bot-
tom of the bucket. Set 
the bucket next to the 
trunk and let water flow 
into the soil. Water daily 
for the first week, then 
twice a week for the 
next month or so. Fill the 
bucket either late in the 
evening or first thing in 
the morning. This way, 
the tree is ready to face 
the heat of the day, says 
Stelzer.

Proper care of young 
trees during drought 
also includes mulch-
ing, Harper says. Apply 
organic mulch such as 
wood chips to a depth 
of two inches to retain 
soil moisture. Inorganic 
mulch such as crushed 
granite might help but 
may not be as effective. 
In addition, it can ab-
sorb solar radiation and 
add to the heat stress, 
especially when tem-
peratures climb above 
90 degrees.

Trees in drought:  
Love and water deeply
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ARLO AND JANIS

BIG NATE

THE BORN LOSER

FRANK AND ERNEST

MONTY

THAT A BABY

SUDOKU

HERMAN

CROSSWORD

Check who’s on your side and willing to step in 
and take charge. Surround yourself with allies 
and share your ideas. Strength and courage will 
help you bring about positive change and greater 
security. Use your intelligence when dealing with 
money matters, contracts and joint ventures. 
Know when to say no and when to work alone. 
Think positively to avoid discord.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- A physical change 
won’t unfold as anticipated. Don’t give someone 
the right to be your fashion or health expert. 
Research is in your best interest. Distance yourself 
from harmful situations. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Think twice before you 
start something you cannot finish. Protect your 
reputation and position. Don’t expect someone 
to cover for you. Use your experience and knowl-
edge to push forward. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- A change will lift 
you and boost your confidence. Travel, educa-
tional pursuits and activities that encourage 
spending time with friends, relatives or col-
leagues will pay off. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Control your emo-
tions and let your intelligence shine through. 
Don’t feel the need to pay for others or get 
involved in a joint venture. Keep your sights on 
what makes you happy. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Put your current 
situation in perspective and consider what you’d 
like more of in your life. A change at home that 
adds to your comfort or eases stress will make a 
world of difference. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Pay attention 
to money matters. Update documents, accounts 
and credit cards to reduce unnecessary annual 

fees and interest payments. Taking control will 
put your mind at ease. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Spend more 
time nurturing what’s important to you. Don’t 
take chances with your personal life, possessions 
or money. A change at home will result in closer 
ties with loved ones. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Think twice be-
fore you pick a fight with someone. Assess your 
relationships, intentions and the changes you 
want to make before sharing your thoughts and 
feelings. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Follow your plans, 
and you’ll feel good about your accomplish-
ments. Invest more time and money in yourself 
and the skills you need to pursue the life you 
want to live. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- You can talk your 
way into anything today, but your dreams will 
crumble if you don’t follow through with your 
promises. Offer only what’s feasible, and be will-
ing to work hard. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Social events won’t 
unfold as anticipated. Rethink how you spend 
your time and be honest about what you will and 
won’t do. Risks will lead to regrets. A change of 
heart is apparent.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Don’t be fooled by 
the information someone offers you. Signing up 
for something that you’re unsure about will put 
you in a vulnerable position. Don’t get angry. 
Follow your heart. 

* * *
COPYRIGHT 2021 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

DISTRIBUTED BY ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION FOR UFS

ASTROGRAPH  BY EUGENIA LAST

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are format-
ted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 
1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order 
in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

PREVIOUS ANSWER
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Celebrate your happy life 
events with your community 
through the local newspaper.

Birthdays • Engagements Weddings 
Anniversaries • Retirements • Memorials
Birth and Adoption Announcements

CALL TODAY TO PLACE
YOUR CELEBRATORY AD!

Garrett-Vogel Nuptials

Allison Jean Garrett and 

Carter James Vogel of 

Moberly, MO, were united in

marriage on May 18, 2019.

DON’T BE SHY...

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ADAIR      Case Number: 23AR-CV00360 
COUNTY, MISSOURI STATE OF MISSOURI           (Date File Stamp)
WILLIAM R. HENNKE 
Petitioner
vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF LINNIE B. REESE,
Respondents.

AMENDED
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

You are hereby notified that an action has been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Adair County, by Petition, the object and general nature 
of which is to obtain a Quiet Title in and to the following described real 
estate, situate in the County of Adair and State of Missouri, to wit:
“All of Lot 7, Block 3, Southern Heights First Addition to Kirksville, 
Missouri”
The names of all parties to said suit are stated above in the caption 
hereof and the name and address of the Attorney for the Petitioner is 
Joshua E. DeLeeuw, 610 S. Cottage Grove Ave., Kirksville, Missouri 
63501.
You are further notified that unless you file an answer or other pleading 
or shall otherwise appear and defend against the aforesaid petition 
within forth-five (45) days after the first day of publication, a Quiet title 
may be rendered in favor of the Petitioner.
First Date of Publication:
(Publication to run four (4) consecutive weeks)
Publication Dates: JUNE 28, JULY 5, JULY 12, JULY 19
Martha Cole
Adair County Circuit Clerk

Find the stuff you want and
sell the stuff you don’t in
the newspaper classifieds.

Notice is hereby given that the Adair County 
R-II School District will receive bid proposals 
for services at the Adair County R-II High 
School. The District is requesting bids to 
remodel a portion of the High School water 
supply lines. Please contact Josh Brummit, 
Superintendent, to view the proposed area 
and for bid specifications. Bid proposals are 
to be received at the Superintendent’s Office, 
205 West Dewey, Brashear, MO prior to 1:00 
p.m. Thursday, July 27, 2023. The Board of 
Education reserves the right to accept or 
reject any or all bids.

Home grown tomatoes
$7.25 for 3 pounds or
$2.50/pound. cabbage,
turnip, onion, zucchini,
beet, green bean, new
potatoes. Schmucker Pro-
duce, 7 miles North of
Kirksville on 63 to Ft.
Madison Way, East 1/2
mile.

Farmers Market On the 22nd day of June, 2023, the Circuit Court of Adair 

County, Missouri, entered Judgment in Cause Number 23AR-

CV00167, the name of McKENNA MARIE STARK was 

changed to McKENNA MARIE WATTS.

NOTICE OF NAME CHANGEAGRI-BUSINESS

CLASSIFIEDS
OPEN 8:00  - 5:00   MONDAY - FRIDAY  |  701 EAST LAHARPE SUITE C, KIRKSVILLE, MO
660.665.2808  | WWW.KIRKSVILLEDAILYEXPRESS.COM

SHOP THE MARKETPLACE 
IN PRINT OR ONLINE!

WE MAKE IT SO EASY TO 
SELL YOUR STUFF AND

Kirksville Daily Express

HOLIDAY SPECIAL/ BUSINESS SPECIALHOUSING FOR RENTPETS

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

$5 $5 $750
TRUCKS AND CARS

• 25 Words
• Plus Photo
• 3 Days

$7
DEADLINES: 2 Days prior at noon Display:Display:

Make some Make some 
cash!cash!Make some Make some 
cash!cash!
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By Adam Tumino

The high school softball sea-
son gets underway at the end of 
August. As the local teams start 
ramping up for the start of the sea-
son, let’s take a look back at where 
these teams finished last season 
and what they have coming up.

Atlanta
The Hornets hovered around 

.500 for most of the season in 
2022. They had records of 1-1, 
3-3, 5-5, 7-7, 8-8 and 11-11 before 
finishing the season 12-12. They 
were 10-11 at the end of the reg-
ular season before winning the 
Class 1 District 11 Tournament 
for the fourth-straight year. They 
then fell to Braymer with Breck-
enridge in sectionals.

Atlanta’s .500 record was mir-
rored in their scoring averages. 
The Hornets averaged six runs per 
game and allowed an average of six 
runs per game. The scoring aver-
age was the lowest since the 2012 
season and the opponents’ average 
was the highest since 2016. Those 
were also the last two seasons that 
Atlanta finished below .500.

The Hornets are set to open the 
2023 season on the road against 
Marion County on Aug. 31. Their 
home opener will be their next 
game, which is against Scotland 
County on Sept. 5.

Brashear
The Tigers got off to a strong 

start in 2022, winning four of 
their first five games. They im-
proved their record to 9-3 be-
fore a brief skid saw them lose 
four of five games, but they then 
responded by winning the next 
three games to wrap up the reg-
ular season with a 13-7 record. 
That streak saw Brashear out-
score opponents 43-4 in those 
three games, but it came to an 
end with an upset loss to Schuyler 
County in the Class 1 District 10 
Tournament.

Their scoring average of 7.4 
runs per game was the highest 
since 2019 and their 13 wins were 
the most since 2018. They al-
lowed an average of 4.1 runs per 
game,which was higher than the 
last two seasons, but still gave the 
Tigers a solid scoring advantage.

Brashear starts off the 2023 
season by hosting the Brashear 
Softball Tournament on Aug. 26.

Green City
The Gophers posted a winning 

record last season for the first 
time in three years, managing to 
hold on after a strong start to wrap 
the season at 11-10. They started 
the season 8-2 before going 2-7 in 
the final nine games of the regular 
season.They had a strong start to 
the Class 1 District 10 Tourna-
ment, winning the first game 18-8 
over Novinger before losing to La 
Plata 11-0 in the next game.

Green City saw its scoring av-
erage jump by nearly a run per 
game from 2021 to 2022 and their 
opponents’ scoring average fell 
by nearly two runs. The Gophers 
have not won a district title since 
2014, but their 11 wins this sea-
son are tied for the second-most 
in a season since then.

A road contest with Meadville 
is set for Aug. 29 to begin the 
season. Green City’s home opener 
will be Sept. 1 against Brunswick.

Kirksville
The Tigers did not fall below 

.500 a single time during the 
2022 season, starting 2-0 before 
falling briefly to the .500 mark at 
2-2. They then won three games 
in a row and remained north of 
.500. A pair of losses later in the 
season dropped them to 10–8 but 
Kirksville then finished off the 
regular season on a six-game 
winning streak to reach 16 wins 
for the third-straight season.

The Tigers lost to Warrensburg 
in the Class 4 District 5 Tour-
nament, but posted a winning 
record for the fourth-straight 
season. They have not had a los-
ing record since the 2016 season. 
Kirksville averaged 6.8 runs per 
game and have averaged six or 
more runs per game in each of 
the past six seasons. The Tigers 
also went 5-2 on the road and 
have been over .500 on the road 
in each of the last four seasons.

They open the season in the 
Lady Pirate Leadoff Classic on 
Aug. 26 and they play Chillicothe 
on the road on Aug. 28. Their 
home opener will be Aug. 29 
against Clark County.

Knox County
The Eagles had a slow start to 

the season, coming out of the gates 
with a four-game losing streak. 
But they were able to avoid a lon-
ger losing streak, responding by 
winning six games in a row and 
eight of the next nine overall.

That stretch helped them finish 
the regular season with a 12-8 re-
cord. They were unable to advance 
in the Class 1 District 9 Tourna-
ment however, losing to Canton. 
Still, Knox County managed to 
avoid a third-straight losing sea-
son. Their scoring average of 5.1 
runs per game was nearly identi-
cal to their 2021 average, but they 
managed to cut their runs allowed 
per game from 8 in 2021 to 4.9 last 
season, helping fuel a rebound 
from an 8-16 2021 season.

The Eagles are scheduled to 
start the 2023 season on Aug. 
18 in the Jamboree with South 
Shelby, Paris and Westran. They 
then will host North Shelby and 
Canton on Aug. 29 and Aug. 31.

La Plata
Although they were unable to 

quite reach the heights of the 
2020 and 2021 seasons, which saw 
them finish in third and second 
place in the state respectively, 
the Bulldogs were still able to win 
their third-straight district title. 
A younger roster than in the past 
two seasons found its footing after 
a 7-7 start, going 9-3 over the last 
12 games of the regular season. 
They then beat Green City and 
Schuyler County in the Class 1 
District 10 Tournament before 
falling to Canton in sectionals.

The Bulldogs averaged eight 
runs per game in 2022, making 
it nine-straight seasons in which 
they averaged seven or more 
runs per game. The last time they 
fell short of that mark was when 
they averaged 5.4 runs per game 
in 2013, which was also the last 
time they finished below .500.

They open the 2023 season 
with four-straight road games, 
the first of which is against 
new Franklin on Aug. 28. They 
play their home opener against 
Marceline on Sept. 7.

Macon
The Tigers had a slow start to 

the season but quickly turned it 
around. After starting 2-4, Ma-
con won six in a row after the 
slow start, and after a brief 1-2 
stretch, they then put together 
an 11-game winning streak. This 
helped them finish the regular 
season at 22-8. They won the 
first game of the Class 3 District 
4 Tournament before falling to 
Father Tolton in the following 
game to end the season at 23-9.

This was the sixth-straight 
winning season for the Tigers, 
and they managed to post a high 
mark in wins despite a relatively 
narrow scoring margin. They 
averaged 5.4 runs per game, their 
lowest since 2014, and allowed 3.7 
runs per game, which is more in 
line with their recent numbers.

After the Lead Off Classic on 
Aug. 25 and 26, they will host 
Centralia on Aug. 28 and Halls-
ville the following day.

Milan
The Wildcats played right around 

.500 for much of the early and late 
parts of the season. The exception 
to that was a six-game losing streak 
around the middle of the year that 
kept them further below .500. They 
finished the regular season 8-15 be-
fore losing in the opening round of 
the Class 2 District 6 Tournament 
against South Harrison.

Milan averaged 4.4 runs per 
game, which is similar to aver-
ages of past seasons. However, 
they allowed 8.1 runs per game 
after allowing just 4.8 last sea-
son, which is part of the reason 
they were 8-16 this season after 
going 14-11 in 2021.

They are set to open the 2023 
season with the Milan Softball 
Jamboree on Aug. 18 and will 
then compete in the Brashear 
Softball Tournament on Aug. 26.

Novinger
The Wildcats had a marginal 

increase from a 1-20 record in 
2021 by going 3-17 a season ago. 
Things started off strong with a 
9-7 win over Madison to open the 
season, but an eight-game losing 
streak followed. They then won 

two of their next three games, 
beating Grundy County 12-2, fall-
ing to Linn County and then beat-
ing Macon County 9-7. They lost 
the next eight games, including 
an 18-8 loss to Green City in the 
Class 1 District 10 Tournament.

Novinger’s scoring average 
of 4.8 runs per game was the 
second-highest in the last five 
seasons. They allowed an average 
of 11.8 runs per game, which was 
the lowest since 2016.

The Wildcats open the season 
with a trio of home games, the 
first of which is against Madison 
on Aug. 25.

Putnam County
Putnam County came out 

strong with a 12-1, season-open-
ing win against a Mercer team 
that went on to finish the season 
20-6. After that, they lost five of 
the last six games. They played 
basically around .500 the rest of 
the season to finish 9-15.

The Midgets have had varying 
results from season to season, 
going 19-4 in 2019, 10-11 in 2020 
and 22-11 in 2021 before going 
back below .500 in 2022. They 
averaged five runs per game last 
season, but they allowed 7.5 runs 
per game. This was a bit of a 
spike from recent seasons.

They begin 2023 with the Put-
nam County Jamboree on Aug. 19 
and then host Mercer on Aug. 28 
and Trenton on Aug. 29.

Schuyler County
The Rams started the season 

2-1 with the wins coming against 
Princeton and Putnam County. 
They also finished strong, win-
ning the final three games of the 
regular season and the first game 
of the Class 1 District 10 Tourna-
ment, but then lost to La Plata in 
the championship game. A couple 
of losing streaks throughout the 
season kept the Rams from post-
ing their second-straight winning 
season. They finished 9-15.

They averaged 4.3 runs per 
game and allowed 6.4 runs per 
game, basically the opposite of 
last season when they scored six 
runs per game and allowed 4.1.

Schuyler County is scheduled 
to start the 2023 season with a 
road game against Princeton on 
Aug. 28. The Rams will then host 
La Plata on Aug. 29.

Looking back at 2022 
high school softball 
season as offseason 
winds down

 PHOTOS BY ADAM TUMINO

See SOFTBALL, Page A8
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2023 Nemo Fair
July 18-22

Buy  
online!

691528ef

$50 Season Tickets!
Now until July 17th.  $55 Season tickets starting on July 18th at the gate.

By Truman State University Athletics

KIRKSVILLE, Mo. — Dajae Black is set 
to become the new assistant women’s bas-
ketball coach and recruiting coordinator 
for Theo Dean at Truman State Universi-
ty. Black has spent the past three seasons 
at the NCAA Division I level.

“It’s a joy to add Dajae Black to the 
coaching staff,” said Coach Dean. “Hav-
ing played at Lewis University for four 
years, Dajae knows exactly what it takes 
to succeed in the GLVC, both on and off 
the court. She will have a tremendous ef-
fect on our program defensively and will 
impact our program immediately.”

Black will work primarily with the point 
guards and serve as the recruiting coordi-
nator, while also assisting with practice, 
scouting, and overseeing fundraisers, 
camps, and community service.

Black comes to Truman State after 
serving as an Assistant Coach at the Uni-
versity of Akron (Ohio) during the 2022-23 
season. In her first season, Black helped 
lead Akron to a 17-13 record and the 2023 
Mid-American Conference Tournament.

Prior to Akron, Black spent two seasons 
on staff with the Grand Canyon (Ariz.) 
University women’s basketball program. 
Black was a graduate assistant for the 
Lopes during the 2020-21 season, but was 
promoted to Director of Basketball Oper-
ations for the 21-22 campaign.

A native of Chicago, Ill., Black was a four 
year member of the women’s basketball team 
at Lewis University, where she appeared in 97 
games, including 37 starts. Black was also a 
four time recipient of the Br. David Delahanty 
Award, which recognizes Lewis student-ath-
letes for academic excellence. The Flyers went 
93-34 (.795) during Black’s four-year career.

Dajae Black Named New Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach

 TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS

By U.S. Department of Justice

After Fleeing Prosecution in 
Oklahoma, Overland Park Man 
Suspected in a String of Bank 
Robberies Across the Midwest, 
Laundering Proceeds Through 
Area Casinos

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – An 
Overland Park, Kansas, man 
popularly known as Kansas 
City Chiefs superfan “ChiefsA-
holic,” who has been a fugitive 
from justice for the past four 
months, has been charged in 
federal court with bank theft for 
one of a string of robberies he is 
suspected of committing.

Xaviar Michael Babudar, 28, 
was charged with one count of 
bank theft and one count of trans-
porting stolen property across 
state lines in a criminal complaint 
filed under seal in the U.S. District 
Court in Kansas City, Mo., on May 
24, 2023. The federal criminal 
complaint was unsealed and made 

public today following Babudar’s 
arrest in Lincoln, California, on 
Friday, July 7. Babudar will have 
his initial court appearance this 
afternoon in the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of 
California in Sacramento, Calif.

This case will be presented 
to a federal grand jury to deter-
mine whether to return an indict-
ment on these or any additional 
charges.

Babudar enjoyed a robust so-
cial media presence as Kansas 
City Chiefs superfan Twitter user 
@ChiefsAholic. He was charged 
in Tulsa County, Okla., with the 
robbery of the Tulsa Teachers 
Federal Credit Union on Dec. 16, 
2022. Babudar was released on 
bond in February 2023, and in 
late March 2023 removed his an-
kle monitor and fled prosecution. 
Investigators recently located 
Babudar near Sacramento and 
a federal warrant was issued for 
his arrest on this complaint.

According to an affidavit filed 
in support of the federal crimi-
nal complaint, Babudar traveled 
throughout the Midwest to perpe-
trate a string of robberies at var-
ious banks and credit unions. He 
allegedly laundered the robbery 
proceeds through area casinos 
and bank accounts.

Following Babudar’s arrest in 
Oklahoma last December, FBI 
investigators began reviewing 
bank records, casino transac-
tion records, and sensitive finan-
cial reporting to determine the 
breadth and scope of additional 
potential criminal activities. Ba-
budar purchased and redeemed 
more than $1 million in chips 
from various casinos in Missou-
ri, Kansas, and Illinois between 
April and December 2022, the 
affidavit says.

Investigators also reviewed un-
solved bank robberies through-
out the Midwest during that time 
frame. Babudar’s cell phone was 

placed in the same cities and 
locations for these previously 
unsolved bank robberies and at-
tempted robberies, the affidavit 
says. In addition to the bank theft 
with which Babudar is charged 
in this complaint and the bank 
robbery charged in Oklahoma, 
the affidavit specifically refers to 
four bank robberies in Nebraska, 
Iowa, Tennessee and Oklahoma, 
and to the attempted robberies of 
two credit unions in Minnesota.

The complaint charges Babu-
dar with stealing $70,000 from 
Great Western Bank in Clive, 
Iowa, on March 2, 2022, then 
transporting the stolen money 
across state lines from Iowa to 
Missouri.

According to the affidavit, he 
entered the bank wearing a ski 
mask and handed a teller a note 
demanding money and indicating 
he had a firearm. The teller hand-
ed Babudar $70,000; law enforce-
ment officers later found $1,460 

in $20 bills in the nearby woods 
along with a glove worn by Ba-
budar during the bank robbery.

Over the next six weeks, Babu-
dar deposited the same approxi-
mate amount of money that was 
stolen from Great Western Bank 
into his money market savings 
account, the affidavit says, and 
engaged in multiple casino chip 
purchases and redemptions at the 
Argosy Casino in Riverside, Mo.

The charges contained in this 
complaint are simply accusa-
tions, and not evidence of guilt. 
Evidence supporting the charges 
must be presented to a federal 
trial jury, whose duty is to deter-
mine guilt or innocence.

This case is being prosecuted 
by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Pat-
rick D. Daly and Stephanie C. 
Bradshaw. It was investigated 
by the FBI. The Placer County, 
Calif., Sheriff’s Department and 
the Lincoln, Calif., Police Depart-
ment assisted in the arrest.

Kansas City Chiefs ‘Superfan’ charged with bank theft

Scotland County
The Tigers came up short 

of their first winning sea-
son since 2017, finishing the 
2022 season with a record 
of 7-18. They posted two 

wins in their first six games, 
beating Novinger 5-0 and 
Atlanta 7-2. They also had 
a stretch of three wins in a 
four game span, with wins 
coming against Bevier, Van-
Far, and Paris. They out-
scored opponents 35-17 in 
that four-game span.

Scotland County averaged 

4.6 runs per game, slight-
ly lower than in 2021, and 
allowed 7.7 runs per game, 
slightly higher than in 2021.

The 2023 season for the 
Tigers gets underway in 
the Clark County Jamboree 
on Aug. 23. Their home 
opener will be on Aug. 28 
against Novinger.
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