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By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

Brian Keedy, prosecuting 
attorney of Sullivan County, 
has been appointed as special 
prosecuting attorney to review 
the matter of Adair County 
2nd District Commissioner 
Mark L. Thompson, who is al-

leged to have taken a campaign 
sign that belonged to Presiding 
Commissioner Mark Shahan. 
Thompson’s case was referred 
to the Adair County Prose-
cutor’s Office by Kirksville 
police after a video surfaced of 
him taking the campaign sign. 
Keedy will be charged with 
making the determination if 

any criminal charges will be 
filed with the court.

Keedy was appointed by 
Knox County Associate Cir-
cuit Judge Thomas P. Red-
ington after Adair County 
Associate Circuit Judge Kris-
tie J. Swaim recused herself 
from the matter. Keedy will 
receive the case file from the 

Adair County Prosecuting At-
torney’s Office in the near fu-
ture. Officials from the pros-
ecutor’s office said that any 
law enforcement reports and 
evidence will continue to be a 
closed record until the filing 
of any criminal charges, in 
accordance with the Missouri 
Sunshine Law.

Special prosecuting attorney appointed 
to review Thompson sign theft charge

Brian Keedy

By Adair County Prosecutor’s Office

On Tuesday, July 5, John Mi-
chael Cleary, formerly of Kirks-
ville, appeared at the Knox 
County Courthouse in Edina, 
before Judge 
Thomas P. 
Re d i ng to n 
for  sen -
tencing. A 
Knox Coun-
ty Jury had 
found Cleary 
guilty of one 
count of stat-
utory sod-
omy in the 
first degree and three counts 
of child molestation in the first 
degree after a jury trial was 
held on June 3 in Knox County 
on a change of venue from Adair 
County.

Redington followed the jury’s 
recommendation and sentenced 
Cleary to serve one sentence 
of life imprisonment and three 
sentences of fifteen years in the 
Missouri Department of Cor-
rections. All sentences were or-
dered to be served consecutively.

These offenses were investi-
gated by the Kirksville Police 
Department which took place 
at two separate locations in the 
Kirksville area between 2009 
and 2012.

Cleary to 
serve life 
plus 45 years

Cleary

By Marty Bachman
Daily Express

The Kirksville Area Cham-
ber of Commerce sponsored 
its summer candidates fo-
rum for contested seats in 
the Aug. 2 primary election 
on June 23 at A.T. Still Uni-
versity. Participating candi-
dates included Mark Shahan 
and Jeff Gottman running for 
the presiding commissioner 
position, Angie Sullivan and 
Martha Cole running for the 
clerk of the circuit court po-
sition, Patrick Nolan, David 
Goring and Andrew Boster 
for prosecuting attorney, and 
for state representative, Dan-
ny Busick and Gray M. Ew-
ing. All candidates running 
are registered Republican. 
The forum was moderated by 
Elsie Gaber.

Candidates were given an 
opportunity prior to their de-
bates to introduce themselves 
and offer up an opening state-
ment. Candidates were then 
asked questions in a rotating 
fashion and each candidate 
was given two minutes to re-
spond. Candidate rebuttals 
were not allowed and can-
didates were not allowed to 
interrupt one another. Due 

to the length of each debate, 
the initial installment of this 
story ran on Wednesday, June 
29, and covered the clerk of 
the circuit court race. Last 
Saturday’s paper covered the 
presiding commissioner and 
prosecuting attorney debates. 
This story will cover the Dis-
trict 3 State House of Repre-
sentatives race.

Gary M. Ewing said that 
he was raised on a family 
farm and with the exception 
of four years serving in the 
military, he’s been involved 
in the ag community his en-
tire life. He said that cur-
rently, he and his wife, along 
with their daughter, raise 
registered Longhorn cattle 
over by Paris. They also have 
a livestock brokerage and a 
trucking company. The bro-
kerage is nationally recog-
nized, he said, and currently 
the highest rated in the state 
of Missouri, according to 
Livestock Network.

“We’re parents, grandpar-
ents, small business owners, 
ranchers, and we’re invested 
in this district,” he said.

Because of that, he said, 
they have the same cares 
and concerns as everybody 
in this district.

“…I believe what is import-
ant to our district is of great 
importance to the state of 
Missouri and in turn can be 
a model for other states and 
even a nation,” he said.

Danny Busick began by 
thanking Ewing for his time 
in the service and said that he 
was grateful for that. He said 
that he has served as the 3rd 
District rep for the last four 
years and that he has been 
very involved in the district 
and developed good relation-
ships with the Adair County 
Commission, the Kirksville 
City Council, the mayor, the 
chamber of commerce and 
other local officials.

“I think that relationship 
has translated into some 
good policies we’ve done,” 
he said. “I worked very hard 
to get the taxes kept here at 
home on the wind turbines 
and that was one of the first 
priority things we did when 
I became elected in 2019.”

Busick said that he has 
also worked to get the ar-
mory in the hands of local 
officials so that it can be 
used by the community.

Busick said that he will 
have been married for 42 
years on Aug. 2, the date set 

for the primary election, not-
ing that he and his wife have 
raised eight children, two 
foster children, and now they 
have 14 grandchildren ages 2 
to 12. He said he was proud 
to represent Adair County 
and the local area.

Candidates for District 3 
state representative face-off  
at candidate’s forum

danny Busick

Gary M. Ewing

By Special to The Express

The Alzheimer’s Association, promoting their Walk to End Alzheimer’s campaign, took 
first place in the All American Red, White & Blue Parade Float Contest, organized by the 
Kirksville Kiwanis Club.

Alzheimer’s Association float 
takes 1st place at parade

See FORUM, Page A3
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HARRISON FISHERY, INC. 
IS A FAMILY OWNED AND 
OPERATED BUSINESS.

WE STOCK MOST SPECIES 
FRESHWATER, GAME & 
BAITFISH.

CONTACT US FOR A PRICE & DELIVERY

660-423-5482
www.harrisonfishery.com
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JULY 1-5
Arson 3rd Degree (Residence) (M A)

Harley Kane Davidson, Kirksville
Driving While Revoked/ 
Suspended 1st Offense (M D)

Tyler Jon Goff Kirksville
False Report (M B)

Sandra Irene Stark, Kirksville
Forgery (F D)

Kelli Jean Simpson, Kirksville

Fraud or (Attempt) Use of Credit 
Card Device (MA) U$750

Kelli Jean Simpson, Kirksville
Fraudulent Use of Credit/ 
Debit Device

Michael T. Adams, Kirksville
No Valid License —  
3rd and Subsequent Offense (F)

Deborah Joann Darnell, Kirksville
Billy Duane Vice, Jr. Atlanta

Warrant Adair County
Brandon Ray Sizemore, Novinger

Warrant Adair County FTA
Tracy L. Cornelison, Kirksville

KIRKSVILLE POLICE BLOTTER

By Adair County  
Health Department

Cases reported to the 
Adair County Health Depart-
ment this week climbed to 77, 
continuing an upward trend 
that began a month ago. The 
new cases were reported in 
the seven days from June 28 
through July 4, 2022.

Hospitalizations remain 
low here, although one more 
Covid-related death has been 
reported. The overall known 
deaths among Adair County 
residents since the begin-
ning of the pandemic is 54.

The continued increase in 
cases reflects the high trans-
missibility of the Omicron 
variants. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, (CDC) vari-
ants B.4 and B.5 currently 
account for 70 percent of all 
infections.

The CDC also reports the 
B.4 and B.5 variants are 
showing signs of causing 
more severe disease than the 
previous Omicron variants. 
Covid-19 vaccine developers 
are targeting these two vari-
ants in new vaccines which 
they are formulating and put-
ting through clinical trials in 
anticipation of being released 
in the mid- to late fall.

The CDC continues to 
recommend that people get 
vaccinated and fully boosted 

now, because the current 
vaccines are still proving ef-
fective in protecting against 
severe disease, hospitaliza-
tion, and death.

The CDC recommends 
that children ages 6 months 
to 4 years be vaccinated, 
and that everyone ages 5 
and older be fully vaccinat-
ed and receive one booster 
dose. Moreover, it recom-
mends that those ages 50 
and older and some indi-
viduals ages 12 to 49 who 
are moderately or severely 
immunocompromised also 
receive a second booster.

The Adair County Health 
Department continues to 
administer Pfizer Covid-19 
vaccines and boosters. Vac-
cines are administered to 
those ages 12 and older on 
Tuesdays from 2 to 4 p.m., 
and to those ages 5 through 
11 on Thursdays from 3 to 
5:30 p.m. The Health De-
partment is now adminis-
tering the Pfizer vaccine to 
children ages 6 months to 4 
years old from 9 to 11 a.m. 
on Thursdays.

To schedule an appoint-
ment for the appropriate 
dose of vaccine or booster, 
or if you have questions re-
garding the timing of pri-
mary vaccines and booster 
doses, call the Adair County 
Health Department at 660-
665-8491.

Adair County records 
77 new Covid cases

By City of Kirksville

Back by popular demand, 
there will be a second run of 
the Brashear Park Neighbor-
hood Historic Walking Tour. 
With a strong turnout and sus-
tained interest from the first 
tour in June, a second has been 
scheduled for 9 a.m. on Satur-
day, July 16. In the event of 
rain, the tour will move to July 
23 with the same start time.

Kirksville Mayor Zac Bur-
den will conduct the tour yet 
again, showcasing historic 
sites in the neighborhood. The 
tour will start at the gazebo 
on the southwest corner of 
Brashear Park. Learn about a 
historic part of town and see 
why #ThisPlaceMatters.

“Exploring our local history 
is a great way to connect with 
the community,” said Burden. 
“I’m so glad to see people are 
interested in these tours and 
hope many will join us for this 

and future historical events.”
Participants are asked to RSVP 

for the walking tour by emailing 
events@kirksvillecity.com, or by 
calling Economic and Communi-
ty Development at 660-627-1272.

Brashear Park Neighborhood Historic 
Walking Tour returns on July 16

The Brashear Home at 1318 E. Normal Avenue.

Block Party on Sunday
The Kirksville Parks and 

Recreation Department will 
hold its second block party 
of the summer at Memorial 
Park (404 E. Cottonwood, 
Kirksville) on Sunday, July 10, 
from 3-5 p.m.

Buddy Pack Program  
fundraiser

The DuKum Inn is hosting 
a Paint Night Fundraiser for 
The Food Bank on July 12 
from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Proceeds 
go to the Adair County Buddy 
Pack Program. Cost is $40 per 
painter and includes a drink 
ticket for select well drinks or 
non-alcoholic beverages and 
light snacks. All sales are final. 
Register prior to the event at 
painttheville.com. For more 
information, go to sharefood-
bringhope.org

Kirksville Airport &  
Transportation  
Commission meeting

The city of Kirksville’s Air-
port & Transportation Com-
mission will hold a meeting at 
noon on Tuesday, July 12, in 
the City Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 201 S. Franklin Street.

Blood Drive at The Crossing
The 32nd annual Kirksville 

Media Blood Drive will be held. 
KTVO, ABC, CBS, KIRX/ KRXL/
KTUF, KLTE , Sparklight, The 
Crossing and the St. Louis Car-
dinals are once again teaming 
up with the American Red 
Cross to help save lives through 
blood donations for the 32nd 
consecutive year. The Kirksville 
community is invited to roll up 
their sleeves on Thursday, July 
29 from Noon to 6 p.m. at The 
Crossing, 810 E. Shepard.

Adair County E-911  
Joint Services Board  
July 13 meeting

The Adair County E-911 
Joint Services Board will hold 
a meeting at 1:30 pm on 
Wednesday, July 13, in the 
Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 201 S. Franklin Street.

Adair County E-911  
Joint Services Board  
July 17 meeting

The Adair County E-911 
Joint Services Board will hold 
a meeting at 1:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 17, in the 
Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 201 S Franklin Street.

Kirksville Tourism  
Advisory Board meeting

The city of Kirksville’s Tour-
ism Advisory Board will hold a 
meeting at 8 a.m. on Wednes-
day, July 6, 2022, in the Small 
Conference Room at the EDA 
Building, 315 S. Franklin Street.

Summer off the  
Square concert

The Kirksville Art Associ-
ation’s annual Summer off 
the Square concert series 
will feature the Kirksville 
Community Band, July 15 at 
7 p.m., sponsored by the city 
of Kirksville. Expect concert 

band music. Concert will be 
held on the north side of the 
Sue Ross Arts Center at 215 S. 
Franklin Street in Kirksville.

Parks department offers 
free movies, dollar swims

The Kirksville Parks and Rec-
reation Department is holding 
“Saturday’s Under the Stars” 
Free Movies in the Park and Dol-
lar Swim Nights. The movies in-
clude Spiderman, No Way Home 
on July 23. The Dollar Swim 
Nights will be July 16 and July 
30, all from 6-9 p.m. The movies 
will be at the Rotary Park amphi-
theater and the swims will be at 
the park’s Aquatic Center.

Adair County SB40 July 
schedule of activities at the 
Community Learning Center

Coffee & Cards – Join your 
friends at the Community 
Learning Center (CLC) each 
Tuesday at 9 a.m. to play cards 
(or a game of your choice) and 
enjoy a favorite drink. They 
will have coffee, tea, hot choc-
olate and water available. If 
you would prefer, feel free to 
bring your own drink to enjoy.

Guided Art – Join Angela 
on Tuesday, July 12 and 26 at 
1 p.m. to try out new types 
of art and create some pieces 
that could be submitted in 
the annual art show. These 

are projects that have more 
steps and use different medi-
ums that used during crafts.

Yard Games – On Tuesday, 
July 19 at 1 p.m., join them at 
the CLC for some outdoor fun. 
They will pull out all of their 
yard games and get some ex-
ercise while having fun.

Sewing Group – Come learn 
some basic hand sewing skills 
or bring your own project to 
work on. We will have mate-
rials available for basic hand 
sewing. Contact the CLC.

Fishing – Join them for 
fishing in the community (loca-
tions to be announced). If you 
do not have a fishing license or 
equipment, contact Melissa or 
Angela at the CLC by the Friday 
before they go. Registration for 
this activity is required.

Breathe Clean – Join Libbi 
on Tuesday, July 5 and 12 at 
3:30 p.m. to learn the dangers 
of tobacco use along with 
how to avoid social pressure 
to begin or continue using 
tobacco products and build 
self-efficacy. Registration for 
this class is required.

Crafts – Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m., the CLC offers a fun and 
relaxed craft time where you 
can make many things while 
enjoying music and visiting with 
your friends. You never know 
what they will come up with 
and each week is a new craft.

Get Fit – Come get healthy 
with your friends at the CLC 
on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. Each 
week the group will choose 
the type of fitness activity they 
would like to do such as going 
for a walk, dancing, stretch-
ing, chair exercises, yoga, and 
more. All of the activities, 
with the exception of going 
for walks, can be done from 
a seated position so don’t let 
that stop you from coming and 
having fun while getting fit.

Movie Party – Join them on 
Wednesday, July 6 at 3 p.m. to 
watch a movie on their new 75” 
interactive screen and snacks!

Science Fun – If you love sci-
ence and experimenting with 
new things then this activity 

is for you. On Wednesday, July 
13 at 3:30 p.m., the CLC will be 
the place to come to try out 
some fun science activities. Be 
prepared to get messy.

Ice-cream Soda Party – 
Wednesday, July 20 is National 
Ice-cream Soda Day. Join them 
to make your own ice-cream 
soda at 3:30 p.m. at the CLC. Sug-
ar-free options will be available.

Afternoon BINGO – On 
Wednesday, July 27, join them 
at the CLC at 3:30 p.m. for an 
afternoon session of BINGO. 
Come and win BINGO Bucks 
to spend in the BINGO Store. 
Every player will earn at least 
one BINGO Buck that they can 
spend immediately or save 
for other items. This session 
will be in-person only.

BINGO – Join them at the 
CLC each Friday at 10 a.m. for 
BINGO and win BINGO Bucks 
to spend in the BINGO Store. 
Every player will earn at least 
one BINGO Buck a week that 
they can spend immediately 
or save for other items. If you 
aren’t able to join in person, 
they offer a Zoom link so you 
can play from home. Give 
them a call or send us an email 
and they will get it to you.

Wii Tournament – On Fri-
days in July the CLC will hold 
a Wii Sports Tournament at 
11:30 a.m. Come and play 
against your friends in a fun 
and interactive tournament 
while getting in a little exercise.

Parent-to-Parent Group — 
This group will meet on the 
fourth Saturday of each month 
at the CLC. The next meeting 
of the Parent-To-Parent group 
will be held on Saturday, July 
23, 2-4 p.m. Child care will 
be provided. Parents: Please 
email clc@sb40life.org or call 
Melissa Cline at 660-665-9400 
to let us know how many chil-
dren you will have with you so 
we know how many kiddos to 
provide childcare for. Also, we 
plan to have snacks — cheesy 
goldfish and animal crackers, 
bottled water — for the kids. If 
your child needs an alternative 
snack, please bring it with you.

KIRKSVILLE AREA CALENDAR

By Missouri Highways and 
Transportation

JEFFERSON CITY – The 
Missouri Highways and Trans-
portation Commission today ap-
proved the FY 2023-2027 State-
wide Transportation Improve-
ment Program (STIP), which 
lists transportation projects 
planned by state and regional 
planning agencies July 1, 2022 

through June 30, 2027.
The STIP makes available 

$10 billion of federal and state 
revenues for all modes of trans-
portation over the next five 
years, making it the state’s 
largest program. This includes 
$100 million from the Gover-
nor’s Rural Route program, 
which will address low volume 
roads in FY 2023. Of the re-
maining $9.9 billion, the STIP 

details $7.65 billion in road and 
bridge construction contrac-
tor awards, averaging approx-
imately $1.5 billion each year 
over each of the next five years.

“Just a few years ago, our 
2016 STIP made available a 
fraction of this program with 
only $2.6 billion,” said MoDOT 
Director Patrick McKenna. 

Commission approves FY 2023-2027 Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program

See PROGRAM, Page A6



KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS  |  Saturday, July 9, 2022

A3News

The first question for 
the candidates was: 
“Please explain the cur-
rent status of personal 
property taxes in your 
thoughts and whether 
personal property taxes 
should be eliminated in 
the state of Missouri.”

Busick said there 
is a strong movement 
coming out of some of 
the areas to eliminate 
personal property tax 
and that he does not re-
ally have an objection 
with the overall idea of 
eliminating the person-
al property tax.

“I think there’s a bet-
ter tax than that,” he 
said. “But there is two 
problems that concern 
me with that: One of 
them is this area up 
here, District 3 espe-
cially, is very reliant 
on personal property 
taxes.”

Busick said that he 
didn’t know the per-
centage in Adair Coun-
ty, but would say over 
25 percent of the coun-
ty’s revenue is derived 
by personal property 
tax. He said in Sullivan 
County, Putnam Coun-
ty and Mercer County, 
their revenues are al-
most a third derived by 
personal property tax-
es and that to eliminate 
them will affect schools, 
ambulance services and 
many other people and 
organizations.

“And so we can’t do 
without that third of 
that revenue,” he said. 
”I would be only in fa-
vor of that, if it was 
replaced by something 
else and guaranteed re-
placed…we need that 
revenue in these areas.”

He said that many of 
the urban counties don’t 
understand how depen-
dent the rural areas are 
on personal property 
taxes.

“Hopefully we can 
fight that off or come up 
with another answer,” he 
said.

He said that another 
problem with eliminat-
ing personal property 
taxes was that many 
people in the local area 
are not native and not 
property owners and if 
the personal property 
tax was eliminated, they 
would pay no taxes.

“And so they will use 
our services and and 
gain the benefits but not 
pay a portion,” he said. 
“So that would be one of 
the reasons I would be 
against eliminating it at 
this time.”

Ewing said that it was 
his personal belief that 
with personal property 
taxes, there were loop-
holes in them that cre-
ated inefficiencies. He 
said that he would have 
to look into whether it 
could be replaced with 
something more efficient 
and beneficial to county 
residents.

“The acknowledge-
ment is that it is ineffi-
cient and there are loop-
holes and it needs to be 
fixed,” Ewing said.

The second question 
asked of the candidates 
was: “Is are there any 
proposed bills you’re 
planning to introduce 
during the next legis-
lative sessions? If so, 
please explain the pro-
cess involved for them 
to eventually reach the 
governor’s desk for sign-
ing.”

Ewing said that he 
had ideas, but that he 
didn’t know the process 
of what goes on in Jeffer-
son City — and that was 
ok with him.

“I didn’t know how to 
read before I went to 
school,” he said. “I didn’t 
know how to be a dad be-
fore I had children. And 
you know what? I know 
who I am and what I can 
do. And so that would be 
my answer for that one.”

Busick commented 
that one of the things 
that surprises him is 
how the most simple 
things there should be 
to get across to the gov-
ernor’s desk, sometimes 
are the most difficult.

“Two years ago I 
found the bill on the ar-
mory and thought ‘oh, 
this is simple thing, we’ll 
get this run through,’” 
he said. “And you know, 
that bill passed finally 
this year. It wasn’t my 
bill — it was added on 
to another bill — but 
we worked hard to get 
it through there. But it 
was a second to the last 
thing the senate voted on 
before they adjourned. 
That’s how close it was: 
a simple bill that just to 
get the armory out of 
the hands of the state 
that they don’t need it 
anymore, into that.”

Another bill he thought 
would be simple to pass 
was legislation to allow 
the dentistry school in 
Kirksville to issue vacci-
nations to patients in re-
sponse to covid. He said 
that there’s a doctor in 
the senate that just was 
totally opposed to it and 
that in the senate, if you 
have one person against 
something, it’s probably 
not going to get through.

“That’s sometimes a 
frustration to me with 
the senate, it seems like 
one person has too much 
power sometimes,” he 
said, noting that he was 
still going to try to get 
that bill passed through.

Another issue that 
concerned him was the 
diminishing populations 
of rural areas.

“Now it seems like 
more and more land is 
being owned by non-res-
idents, and that’s kill-
ing our small commu-
nities around our small 
schools,” he said. “I’m 
doing some research on 
how to discourage that 
practice to keep that 
land in our local people’s 

hands instead of being in 
the hands of people from 
other states.”

Busick said that he 
owns five acres and that 
on every side of his prop-
erty, it is owned by some-
body from out of state.

The third question put 
forth to the candidates 
was: “Where do you 
stand on term limits for 
any office that are not 
already term limited?”

Busick said that he be-
lieves all offices should 
have term limits and 
most of them do now.

“We’re just down to 
one or two in the state 
that are not term limit-
ed,” he said. “I think on 
a national level, it should 
be done.”

He said that one prob-
lem with term limits is 
that the bureaucracy 
grows a little bit because 
a representative or sena-
tor is only there a limited 
time, allowing bureau-
crats to have a little bit 
more control.

“And that’s not a good 
thing,” he said, noting 
that investigations into 
the waste produced by a 
state department may be 
delayed to a point until 
the elected representa-
tive is gone, which often 
means the discontinu-
ation of the investiga-
tion. He said that term 
limits are a great thing 
but terms could maybe 
be a little bit longer and 
that eight years may be 
a little too short.

“I’m satisfied with 
eight years,” he said, 
“and if I get to serve 
this district for eight 
years, I will be greatly 
appreciative of that. I’ve 
always been grateful for 
serving you now.”

Ewing said that he be-
lieves there ought to be 
term limits on every one 
of the offices and that 
he’d go a step further 
and add age limits as 
well.

“Number one, career 
politicians, I think, lose 

sight of why they’re 
there or why they went 
there,” he said. “Well, I 
think most of them do 
that.”

He said that a com-
mercial airline pilot pilot 
is forced into mandatory 
retirement at age 65 and 
they are only in charge 
of a couple 100 people.

The final question 
asked of the two candi-
dates was: “If elected, 
what three items would 
you say are your top pri-
ority to help bring into 
law in 2023?”

Ewing reiterated that 
he doesn’t know the pro-
cess of creating a law 
but that he was going 
to advocate for the ag 
communities and small 
business ownership, 
which he believes are 
“free enterprise.”

“That I believe in 
strongly so I would ad-
vocate all positive things 
for that,” he said. “The 
other one would be edu-
cation and, it’s not hap-
pening as broadly here 
as other places, but there 
needs to be parental in-
volvement in the curric-
ulum before it’s intro-
duced into a school.”

Ewing said that par-
ents should know curric-
ulum choices before the 
fact and not after.

“I want the school to 
teach my children to 
read and write, not how 
to think and feel,” he 
said. “That is my job as 
a parent.”

Busick said that one of 
the things he has worked 
for is pushing the gov-
ernor to spend MoDot 
funds in northern Mis-
souri. He said that $100 
million has been added 
to MoDot’s budget to re-
pair lettered highways 
and that the worst let-
tered highways were the 
ones north of the river.

“Okay, all of you know 
that,” he said. “That’s 
where I think the pri-
ority is — that money 
should go to north of the 
river — and so one of 
my priorities is to keep 
that money coming to 
North Missouri to repair 
the roads that have long 
since needed it.”

He said that the rep-
resentatives from the 
urban state areas don’t 
understand that while 
there are fewer drivers 
in northern Missou-
ri, there are plenty of 
farmers that have their 
products trucked to the 
state’s larger cities, fill-
ing their grocery stores 
with food products that 
are raised on lettered 
roads.

Another priority he 
said was solving the rea-
sons for the continued 
decline of population in 
the state’s rural commu-
nities.

“There’s no better 
life than living in small 
town, rural Missouri,” he 
said. “I just believe that 
with all my heart, that 
there’s no better life. I 
raise my kids that way 
and these schools are, 
they may be small, a lot 
of them in our area, but 
they do a great job of 
educating people without 
teaching a lot of the non-
sense that’s going on in 
some of our cities.”

He said that he very 
much wanted to support 
those schools and keep 
them alive. He said that 
he’s often asked why the 
smaller schools don’t 
just join the larger dis-
tricts and he said that 
with maybe 30 miles 
in between schools, it 
wasn’t good for kids to 
have to travel that far.

“And so, so keeping the 
rural life alive is a prior-
ity,” he said.

FORUM 
Continued from Page A1

By United Way of Northeast Missouri

The United Way of Northeast Missou-
ri held a Fresh Apple Pie with Ice Cream 
fundraiser on July 2 as part of the 18th 

Annual Red, White and Blue festivities, 
in the Bank Midwest parking lot in 
Kirksville. Pictured left to right: Bill 
Castles, Ramey Wheichelt, Pam Ryan, 
Robin Dawson and Bertha Thomas.

United Way of Northeast 
Missouri holds ice cream

By American Red Cross

COLUMBIA, Mo. 
— The American Red 
Cross and Discovery are 
partnering for Shark 
Week and invite people 
to dive in to help save 
lives by giving blood in 
July. The Red Cross saw 
a steep drop in blood 
and platelet donations 
last month, and donors 
are asked to make ap-
pointments now to pre-
vent a blood shortage 
this summer.

In June, the Red Cross 
collected approximately 
12 percent fewer blood 
donations than need-
ed — one of the larg-
est monthly blood do-
nation shortfalls in re-
cent years. Here in the 
Missouri and Arkansas 
Region, 1,451 fewer do-
nations were made than 

expected. When less 
people answer the call 
to donate, the blood sup-
ply shrinks — and that 
could mean blood prod-
ucts aren’t ready for 
hospital staff to reach 
for in emergencies.

Thanks to Discovery, 
all who come to give 
blood in July will au-
tomatically be entered 
for a chance to win an 
exclusive Shark Week 
merchandise package 
that includes:

• Beach bike
• Smokeless portable 

fire pit
• Paddle board
• Kayak

• $500 gift card to 
put toward accessories

Those who come to 
give July 21-24 will get 
an exclusive Shark Week 
T-shirt from Discovery, 
while supplies last. De-
tails are available at rc-
blood.org/sharkweek.

By making and keep-
ing blood donation ap-
pointments in July, do-
nors can connect with 
patients through a life-
saving gift. To book a 
time to give, download 
the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visit Red-
CrossBlood.org or call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

Get your heart pumping and give blood  
to help prevent a summer blood shortage

656032cb
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A4 Opinion

W
e 
laughed 
when 
Mom 
sprayed 

Raid bug spray under 
her arms by mistake. 
She flapped around the 
bathroom like a frantic 
chicken while my broth-
ers and I watched the 
show, clicking the cam-
eras of our memories.

We would have such 
fun in the coming 
years, retelling the sto-
ry of “scatter-brained 
old Mom” whenever we 
got together.

Mom smiled indul-
gently at our snorts 
and chuckles. Her eyes 
bounced along our faces 
in turn, lifting her eye-
brows sternly.

“Wait…” she intoned. 
Wait for what? We 
didn’t know and we 
didn’t care. It was just 
funny.

We howled when Mom 
preheated the oven to 
325 degrees for three 
hours, forgetting to put 
the stew inside. Supper 
that night was bologna 
sandwiches with gig-
gles as thick as ketchup 
on top.

Mom let us have our 
fun; a wry smile curled 
her patient lips. “Just 
wait…” she repeated.

We were too busy 
making jokes to pay 
attention. “Poor ol’ 
Mom—she’s losing it. 
Must be tough to get 
OLD!” We shook our 
heads in mock sympa-
thy and elbowed each 
other’s ribs.

Getting ready for 
church one Sunday, 
Mom checked every 
room in the house for 
her purse. “It has to be 
here somewhere.” Her 
voice echoed frantically 
from various rooms as 
she searched.

We sat on the 
couch with our hands 
clamped across our 
freshly-washed faces 
to smother the hilarity 
that rose like geysers in 
our throats. She didn’t 
feel the purse banging 
against her side. It 
hung from her shoulder, 
swaying and flopping 
as she charged through 
the house.

“WE KNOW…JUST 
WAIT!!” Our chorus 
met her embarrassed 
glare, and we fled out-
side to wait for our ride 
to Sunday School.

Well, the years have 
flown and we’ve all 
grown older. Mom en-
joys stadium seating in 
Heaven, watching each 
of her smart-aleck-y 
kids lose the invincibili-
ty of youth.

Time has rusted my 
once shiny, steel-trap 
mind. Now my thoughts 
spin like a dog with an 
itch on his back, twirl-
ing and resting and 
panting for air.

I’ll admit it—I’ve 
looked for my glasses a 
few times, only finding 
them when I caught a 
glance of my face in the 
mirror.

My microwave has 
held heated rolls hos-
tage many times, keep-
ing them out of sight 
and mind until the end 
of the meal.

Papers I laid down 
crawl away while my 
back it turned; I arm 
my voice with false bra-
vado when I swear that 
‘they were right here 
just a minute ago…’

As the years pass, I 
find myself remember-
ing things I don’t need 
to know (Sally Field 
was the Flying Nun. 
A giraffe’s tongue is 
black.). But the import-
ant things? Like which 
child owns which first 
name? Forget it.

This morning I 
sprayed my carefully 
curled helmet of hair 
with a generous mist 
from a can of Glade air 
freshener. I glanced 
toward the open door, 
and relief filled my 
odor-protected face. 
Nobody saw what I had 
done…

I felt my mother’s 
triumphant grin of vin-
dication waft among 
the clouds of deodorant 
around my head.

“TOLD YA!!” her an-
gelic voice whispered, 
with just a hint of dev-
ilish glee thrown in for 
good measure.

Contact Robin at 
robinwrites@yahoo.com

Just Wait!
COLUMNISTCOLUMNIST

GUEST OPINION

ROBIN GARRISON LEACH
ROBIN WRITES

T
he annual Fourth of 
July parade through 
our town began 
this year with a 
mystery. You see, 

a couple of the boys cornered 
Jimmy Angles yesterday down 
by Lewis Creek and hit him in 
the mouth. On purpose. Ordi-
narily, this wouldn’t have made 
headlines in the Valley Weekly 
Miracle, or even the New York 
Post, but Jimmy played first 
trumpet in the band.

Played … past tense. The 
pain and swelling of his lips 
meant he couldn’t play the 
great trumpet solos in Mr. 
Sousa’s marches on the Fourth. 
It meant that the other three 
trumpeters all moved up a 
notch. The new “first” trumpet-
er just happened to be one of 
Jimmy’s assailants.

The horses came first, of 
course, with cowboys and cow-

girls and wannabe cowboys 
and cowgirls and used-to-be 
cowboys and cowgirls riding 
along and waving.

Then came the 4Hers, drag-
ging reluctant lambs and 
goats after them. But hey, 
they were shiny clean lambs 
and goats. The queen and 
several other cute high school 
girls followed in a convertible, 
and then came the band. The 
parade’s brain trust, Doc and 
Dud, actually, planned it this 
way. It was decided over cof-
fee that is was a far, far better 
thing we do to let the horses 
go first so the band wouldn’t 
frighten them. If this meant 
the 4H kids and the band 
members had to dodge a few 
equestrian “products” on the 
street, so be it.

A small town parade on 
the Fourth of July is where 
everyone goes to see how big 

the kids have gotten over this 
past year, and to celebrate us 
all being different … and the 
same … for yet another year.

But how about Jimmy An-
gles and the temporarily 
inactive trumpet mouth? We 
found out as the band came 
into view. Jimmy was out in 
front of them all, carrying the 
American flag.

Happy birthday America!
Brought to you by the 5,400 

letter carriers who were bitten by 
neighborhood dogs last year. Let 

Fido watch TV for an hour and savc 
a postman.

Overcoming adversity

SLIM RANDLES
HOME COUNTRY

GUEST OPINION

By Dr. Colin Sorhus

The day was hot and muggy, 
but his horse still managed 
to kick up some dust when he 
rode into town. Nobody knew 
who he was or what his past 
was but they knew they needed 
him. The townsfolk could tell 
by the way his gun was hung 
low on his hip and strapped 
down tight to his leg, that he 
was their man! He had the 
qualifications the town needed 
when a fast gun and hot lead 
was the law of the land.

The law of the land has since 
been canonized and set forth 
in stacks of law books, prece-
dence and case law. It has been 
over two hundred years since 
the gun was the law of the land, 
but there is one vestige of the 
old west that remains in our 
law enforcement and judiciary 
system which to voters should 
be troublesome.

The law should be free of 
passion, based in evidence and 
logic, and evenhandedly admin-
istered that the ends of justice 
might be satisfied. So why are 
judges and law enforcement 
officers elected to their offices 
based in part on their political 

persuasion? What possible rel-
evance can there be for having 
a democratic judge, prosecut-
ing attorney or a republican 
sheriff? Does this mean that 
because you are a card-carry-
ing democrat/republican and 
when you face the judge that 
you will somehow get prefer-
ential treatment because you 
know the judge and you made a 
contribution to their campaign 
when they were running for 
office? The law is supposed to 
be evenhandedly administered, 
but surely the process could be 
tainted by the political process, 
political allegiances or even so-
cial friends and families.

What chance does the voting 
public have to vote for the best 
person with the best qualifica-
tions and experience for the 
job except that he or she votes 
the same party ticket as I do 
and therefore must be the best 
person for the job. At least in 
the old west the sheriffs’ qual-
ifications were strapped to his 
leg and everyone could see 
them. Today however, we are 
relying on his or her political 
persuasion or party endorse-
ment to deal out justice! Does 
that make any sense at all?

I think we should consider 
another method for choosing 
those who will be judging and 
enforcing the law.

Suppose the position require-
ments were set forth by those 
who know what is needed to 
fulfill the position. I would sug-
gest it be the Bar Association 
since they would be the most 
knowledgeable to evaluate 
the prospective applicant for 
the position and make a rec-
ommendation to the Supreme 
Court or local authority for 
approval. The hiring of the 
new judge or prosecuting at-
torney or sheriff would not be 
a product of a good campaign 
or good fund-raising skills, but 
the successful application of a 
qualified candidate.

Since I am sure this sug-
gestion will fall on deaf ears, 
I hope that at the very least, 
the newspaper would publish a 
side-by-side comparison of the 
candidates for the judiciary 
and law enforcement offices 
including, accomplishments 
pertinent to the position, work 
history, work ethics and effi-
ciency, so the average citizen 
can make a somewhat informed 
decision.

Who’s the Judge?

Thank you to Missouri legis-
latures and, ultimately, Gover-
nor Mike Parson for approving 
historic funding levels for pub-
lic transit by signing HB3004 
into law. For the first time in 
two decades, Missouri is set to 
invest $8.7 million in transit. 
This sum will be split amongst 
the 34 transit providers operat-
ing in the state.

This increase is critically 
needed as Missouri is ranked 
45th in the nation for transit 
investment and has allocated 
only $1.7 million each of the 
last four consecutive years.

Federal funding support re-
quires a 50:50 match for transit 
operations and an 80:20 match 
for capital programming. For 
years, Missouri transit pro-
viders have been working dili-
gently to identify local funding 
sources through sales tax and 
private contracts to obtain the 
local funds needed to quality 
for federal matches.

The increased transit in-
vestment will help provide 
the non-federal or local match 
required to enable transit pro-
viders to get some of the $91 
billion in federal funds ear-

marked for transit as part of 
the $1.2 trillion Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act.

Missouri is finally back on 
track. This funding will help 
expand transit accessibility 
and continue allowing transit 
providers to deliver millions of 
rides annually so Missourians 
can gain access to jobs, health-
care needs, education, goods 
and services. This is a big win. 
Thank you to everyone who 
stood in support of transit.

Kimberly Cella, executive director 
of Citizen for Modern Transit and the 
Missouri Public Transit Association.

Governor approves historic transit funding

Sources: BuzzFeed News, “People Read News On Facebook But They Don't Really Trust It, A Survey Found,” January 19, 2017. Nielsen Scarborough, Research R2, 2016.
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OBITUARIES

James (Jim) Dale Jones, 77, of John-
ston, IA, passed away at home on 
July 2nd. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be 
held on July 17, 2022, 
from 1-4pm at the Des 
Moines Elks Lodge 
#98, 5420 NE 12th 
Ave, Des Moines, IA, 
50327. A light lunch 
will be served.

Jim was born on March 11, 1945, in 
Kirksville, MO, to James Vernie and 
Luella (Buress) Jones. He grew up on 
the Buress-Jones Dairy southwest of 
Novinger, MO, of which he was very 
proud and that the farm is still in the 
family. Jim attended Golden Rule 
Country School and West Center Ru-
ral School until their closings, then 
Novinger R-1 schools, graduating 
with the high school Class of 1963. He 
attended the University of Missouri 
(Mizzou) and graduated in 1967 with 
a BS, Business Administration. In 
1967 he married Janice Bailey and to-
gether they had two sons, James Paul 
and Christopher Dale. He began his 
career in 1968 at Bankers Life in Des 
Moines, IA, now Principal Financial 
Group, and retired after 40+ years 
of service.

He was a great father, coaching and 
helping with our baseball and soccer 
teams, attending scouting overnight 
campouts, and anything else spend-
ing time with us. In his younger years 
he was an avid runner, completing 
several marathons and other distance 
events. Later he took up bicycling 
and completed several RAGBRAI’s. 
He was an avid reader of all things 
and was a common sight at the local 
library wherever he lived. His great-
est joy was being Papa Jim to his 
grandchildren, they gave him much 
joy and he was so proud of all of them.

Jim is survived by his sons James 
(Cathy Dakovich-Jones) and their 
daughters Mara Claire and Ella Ma-
rie Jones of Pleasant Hill and Chris 
(Jan) and their sons Anderson Dale 
and Emerson Bailey Jones of West 
Des Moines; sister Joyce (Ken) Lund-
strom of rural Novinger, MO; nephew 
Steven Lundstrom and his son Ries 
of Alton, IL; and niece Tracy (Greg) 
Richelman and their son Gannon of 
Campbell Hill, IL; as well as numer-
ous extended family and friends. Jim 
loved his family and was very proud 
of them.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be directed to the Johnston Public 
Library or Life Serve Blood Center 
in memory of Jim.

James (Jim) Dale Jones
Mar 11, 1945 — Jul 2, 2022

Bradley Ray Finley, 49, of 
LaPlata, Missouri, formerly 
of LaHarpe, 
I l l i n o i s , 
passed away 
Wednesday, 
June 29, 
2022.

Brad was 
born June 3, 
1973 in Ale-
do, Illinois, the son of Ken 
and Leah (Finch) Finley. 
On February 20, 1998, he 
married Jana Shallenberger. 
They later divorced. He was 
currently engaged to marry 
Meghan Davis.

Brad was a 1991 graduate 
of LaHarpe High School. 
He was currently employed 
by BNSF Railway. When he 
wasn’t working, he could be 
found hunting, fishing or 
playing golf with family and 
friends. He enjoyed playing 
video games and was an avid 
Patriots and NASCAR fan.

Survivors include his fi-
ancé: Meghan Davis of 
LaPlata, Missouri; his par-
ents: Ken and Leah of La-
Harpe; five children: Ashley 
(Landon) Yard of LaHarpe, 
Brittni Finley of Christo-
pher, Illinois, Bradee Finley 
of LaHarpe, Tyler (Riley) 
Davis of Kirksville, Mis-
souri and Caitlyn Davis 
of LaPlata, Missouri; one 
brother: Kenny (Chasity) 
Finley of Colchester; two 
sisters: Dian (Gerry) Mar-
shall of Burlington, Iowa 
and Heather (Jake) Trimble 
of New London, Iowa and his 
three grandchildren: Jack-
son Shallenberger, Clayton 
Yard, and Bexley Yard of 
LaHarpe.

He was preceded in death 
by his grandparents.

A visitation with the fami-
ly will be held from 4:00 un-
til 6:00 p.m. Saturday, July 
9, 2022 at Banks & Beals 
Funeral Home in LaHarpe. 
Cremation will be entrusted 
to Banks & Beals following 
the visitation.

A memorial fund has been 
established for the family. 
To leave condolences for the 
family, please visit Brad’s 
obituary at banksandbeals.
com.

Bradley Ray Finley
Jun 3, 1973 — June 29, 2022

Frank Poland, 70, of Union-
ville, Missouri, passed away at 
Iowa Methodist 
Medical Center 
in Des Moines, 
Iowa, on Satur-
day, July 2, 2022.

Francis Ev-
erett Poland, 
II was born in 
Putnam County, 
Missouri, on October 17, 1951, 
the son of Donovan and Betty 
(Beary) Poland, who preceded 
him in death. He attended rural 
schools in Putnam County at 
St. John and West Putnam and 
graduated from Unionville High 
School in 1969. He graduated 
from Northeast State University 
in 1974 with a B.S. degree. Frank 
married Susie Wells in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, on April 20, 1973, 
and she survives at home. Frank 
worked for Michaels Founda-
tion in Unionville for ten years 
before beginning a long career 
with the United States Postal 
Service. He worked as a clerk 
and carrier out of the Kirksville, 
Missouri, Post Office from 1983 
until retirement in 2013. Frank 
and Susie spent much of their 
married life in Brashear, Mis-
souri, where Frank also farmed 
in addition to his work at the 
postal service. Frank loved to 
hunt deer with his nephews and 
raise cattle on his farm. He was 
an avid photographer of land-
scape and enjoyed being with 
his family.

Frank is survived by his wife, 
and his sister, Ruth Hoppe of 
Sonoma, California, as well as 
several in-laws, nephews and 
nieces. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, two broth-
ers, Lance Poland and Daniel 
Poland, and his in-laws, Lyle and 
Glenna Wells.

Frank was cremated in ac-
cordance with his wishes. 
Graveside services will be at 
the Pleasant Hill Cemetery in 
Cincinnati, Iowa, at 11:00 am 
Saturday, July 9, 2022, with a 
catered meal following service 
at the Cincinnati Community 
Center.

Memorials may be made pay-
able to the St. John Cemetery 
(Powersville) and entrusted 
with Playle and Collins Family 
Funeral Home, 709 S. 27th St., 
Unionville, MO 63565.

Frank Poland
Oct 17, 1951 — July 2, 2022

Victor Earnest Klokkenga, 69, of Novinger, Missou-
ri, passed away Thursday morning June 23, 2022 at 
the Community Living Center in the 
VA Hospital in Columbia, Missouri 
where he had been a resident off and 
on for almost two and a half years.

Victor was born October 17, 1952 
the son of the late Earnest and Agnes 
(Luken) Klokkenga and spent his 
childhood on the family farm in the 
Green Grove community north of 
Novinger, Missouri around neighbors with last names 
of Paris, Lawrence, Moore, Ackerman, Lawson, Hat-
field, Montgomery, Grgurich, Stokes, Crossgrove, 
Richardson, and many more. He had to help with the 
chickens, cows, hogs, Sheep, and many cats and dogs.

Victor graduated from Novinger High School with 
the Class of 1970 and immediately enlisted in the Air 
Force hoping to be a pilot. His poor eyesight prevented 
him from being a pilot so they trained him in the radio 
technology and radio communications fields and he 
was stationed in Okinawa and the Philippines as well 
as several states in the US. He loved the Air Force 
but the government was downsizing the military at 
the time so after eight years in the service Victor was 
not allowed to re-enlist so he returned to civilian life.

After Victor left the Air Force he was hired by 
Motorola in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa for a few months and 
then was employed by a new startup communications 
company called MCI. That company was purchased 
by Worldcom and it was eventually integrated into 
Verizon Wireless.

Victor spent thirty-nine years in the radio tech-
nology field before his heath declined and he retired 
in 2011.

Victor was a fighter and battled advanced COPD 
and stage 4 lung cancer for over eleven years. As 
the disease progressed he returned to his mother 
and father’s farm helping where he could (especially 
cooking) and had extended stays in the VA Hospital 
for treatments when needed. He called the CLC his 
second home.

Victor was united in marriage to Susan Schneek-
loth on February 7, 1992 in Shakopee, MN and she 
preceded him in death on June 10, 2001.

Victor is survived by four brothers, Gerald (Carol) 
Klokkenga of East Peoria, IL, Stephen Earl Klokken-
ga of Greentop, MO, Merlyn (Cathy) Klokkenga of 
Sioux Falls, SD, and Gregory Klokkenga of Novinger, 
MO, as well as four nieces, several great-nieces and 
great-nephews, and even some great-great; one aunt, 
Erna Jane Post, and numerous cousins.

We will miss our brother but we thank God that his 
pain has ended. What a fighter!!!

Public visitation will be held Sunday, June 26, 2022 
from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the chapel of Travis-Noe Funer-
al Home in Kirksville. On Monday, June 27, 2022 family 
will receive friends from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. service time 
at Faith Lutheran Church in Kirksville. Reverend David 
Lukefahr will officiate the service and organ selections 
will be provided by Sandra Fleak. Interment will follow 
the service at Greentop Cemetery in Greentop.

Memorial donations in memory of Victor may be 
made to the Greentop Cemetery or to the donor’s 
choice and may be left at Faith Lutheran Church, 
Travis-Noe Funeral Home or mailed to Travis-Noe 
Funeral Home, P.O. Box 306, Kirksville, MO 63501.

Victor Earnest Klokkenga
Oct 17, 1952 — Jun 23, 2022

By Press Release

Fidelity Federal Ban-
corp (“Fidelity”) and 
subsidiary United Fidel-
ity Bank, fsb, Evansville, 
IN (“United”) announced 
that the company had 
entered into a definitive 
stock purchase agree-
ment to acquire all out-
standing stock of Rock-
hold Bancorp (“Rock-
hold”), and will merge its 
subsidiary bank, Bank 
of Kirksville (“BOK”) 
into United. Immediate-
ly following closing of 
this transaction, along 
with the pending trans-
action with Cowden Ban-
corp, Inc., Cowden, Ill., 
the combined entity will 
have approximately $4.6 
billion in total assets and 
will serve its valued cus-
tomers through 31 bank-

ing offices.
Fidelity Federal Ban-

corp and United Fidelity 
Bank President and CEO 
Don Neel noted, “It has 
been our continued goal 
to move into markets 
with stable core deposit 
funding, and dynamic 
lending opportunities. 
As part of our opportu-
nistic growth strategy, 
we also seek out prime 
locations and identify 
outstanding employees. 
Our partnership with 
Bank of Kirksville meets 
all those goals. This is an 
exciting time for not only 
United but for all our 
customers, associates, 
and communities.

BOK Chief Execu-
tive Officer Norman C. 
Belitz stated, “We look 
forward to the oppor-
tunity to partner with 

the highly experienced 
and talented staff at 
United and believe that 
the local communities 
will benefit from their 
increased loan capacity 
and product portfolio. 
In addition to their ex-
ceptional reputation for 
serving their communi-
ties, we have found that 
United’s philosophy with 
respect to customer and 
community service mir-
rors our own.”

The transaction is sub-
ject to shareholder and 
regulatory approvals and 
is targeted to be complet-
ed in the fourth quar-
ter of 2022. Cummings 
& Company, LLC served 
as Fidelity’s financial ad-
visor and SmithAmund-
sen as Fidelity’s legal 
counsel. The Capital 
Corporation served as 

Rockhold’s financial ad-
visor and Stinson LLP as 
Rockhold’s legal counsel.

Based on interim fi-
nancial information as 
of May 31, 2022, upon 
completion of the trans-
action, United will have 
approximately $4.6 bil-
lion in assets and will be 
able to serve its custom-
ers through 31 banking 
centers. United currently 
serves the following In-
diana cities: Evansville, 
Carmel, Newburgh, Ft. 
Branch and Mt. Vernon. 
In addition, United has 
banking center loca-
tions in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, Long Beach, 
California, Chicago, Illi-
nois, Fayette and Shelby 
Counties in Illinois, Den-
ver, Colorado, Destin/Ft. 
Walton, Florida and Ft. 
Myers, Florida.

Bank of Kirksville will merge 
with United Fidelity Bank

MARTY JAYNE RECEIVES  
PAUL HARRIS FELLOWSHIP PIN

At the July 6 meeting of the Rotary Club of Kirks-
ville, Marty Jayne (right) received a Paul Harris 
Fellowship pin from Foundation Chair Jeff Romine 
for his significant financial contributions to the Ro-
tary International Foundation. Jayne is a three-time 
recipient. Rotary uses the money to improve living 
conditions and health around the world and for var-
ious grants, exchanges and scholarships designed 
to promote peace and better world understanding 
between cultures. ROTARY CLUB OF KIRKSVILLE

646461ef
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By Blytha Ellis, President
Adair County Historical  
Society and Museum

It was a seemingly 
peaceful July day in 
1829 in the one-year-old 
“Cabins” settlement in 
the future Adair County, 
when some of the settlers 
smelled a familiar aroma 
in the air. It was coming 
from the Native Amer-
ican camp. It wasn’t a 
bad smell — far from it. 
It was the good smell of 
food roasting on a fire — 
a hog roast, to be exact!

Now, the settlers knew 
that migratory people 
such as Big Neck’s Ioway 
tribe did not settle down 
to raise domestic farm 
animals such as hogs. 
And, wild boars were not 
part of the wildlife in 
this area at that time. 
But, the “civilized” set-
tlers, such as themselves, 
who came from south-
ern Howard County, had 
brought cows, horses, 
sheep, and hogs with 
them to raise in their 
new home.

For these reasons, the 
settlers felt sure the 
Ioway intruders were 
roasting one of their 
hogs! After inspection, 
they saw they were right. 
The story goes that some 
of the tribal dogs had 
killed at least one of the 
Myers brothers’ hogs, 
and Big Neck was having 
a feast with it.

James and John My-
ers and a small party of 
settlers went to confront 
Big Neck and his people. 
They demanded that the 
offenders pay for the hog. 
And, while they were at 
it, they also mentioned to 
Big Neck, quite forceful-
ly, that the Chief’s party 
ought to leave this part 
of the country in com-
pliance with the signed 
treaty of 1824! Of course, 
this was a sore subject 
with Big Neck who knew 
some of the English lan-
guage and could gather 
what these white men 
were talking about. He 
argued that he did not 
agree with the treaty and 
he rather preferred that 

the settlers be the ones 
to “puckachee” (leave)! 
After many words, ev-
eryone went away angry!

That night, the Myers 
family woke up to beat-
ing drums, shrieking 
and the light of torches 
outside their windows. 
Then, the cabin door flew 
open and in came war-
riors with painted faces 
and feathered headgear, 
chanting and whooping 
with raised tomahawks. 
The family cowered in 
a corner of the cabin be-
lieving they were about 
to be chopped to death.

The natives took hold 
of Thursey Myers and 
one of her children 
who were near hysteria 
and, as they had done 
just days earlier to a 
child, took charcoal and 
marked lines around 
their heads indicating 
scalpings to come. Big 
Neck himself came in 
and held up 3 fingers. 
He made sure the whites 
knew they had three days 
to leave or there would 
be consequences. Then, 

the war party retreated 
without injury.

Now, the settlers were 
sufficiently frightened. 
Everyone at The Cabins 
heard about these lat-
est threats before the 
night was over. James 
and John Myers and a 
couple other men from 
the settlement left imme-
diately, riding the rest of 
the night to reach their 
old home area back in 
what was then southern 
Howard County.

However, things had 
changed in their old 
home area since they 
left the year before to 
settle at the new place 
called The Cabins. The 
very large Howard 
County had been recon-
figured to create a new 
county. While the Myers 
brothers and their small 
group of settlers had 
spent their first winter at 
The Cabins, government 
wheels were turning. On 
January 22, 1829, the 
new County of Randolph 
was officially established 
with Huntsville as the 

county seat. Now, it was 
Randolph County which 
was responsible for the 
wilderness land up the 
Chariton River to the fu-
ture Adair County and 
all the way to the north-
ern border of Missouri. 
Overnight, The Cabins 
settlement had changed 
from being in Howard 
County to being a part of 
Randolph County.

Arriving at the cab-
in of William Blackwell 
near Huntsville, the des-
perate riders from the 
north spread the word 
that there was urgent 
“Indian trouble” at their 
settlement. A messenger 
then frantically rode an-
other twenty miles or so 
to the Myers Post Of-
fice to alert Squire John 

Wilkinson Myers Sr., fa-
ther of the Myers broth-
ers from The Cabins. 
History has not identified 
this rider, but reportedly 
he pushed his horse so 
furiously that the poor 
steed fell dead at the Post 
Office.

Word spread of this 
“Indian uprising” in the 
north, and the story got 
more exaggerated each 
time it was told. Imme-
diately, a militia of about 
thirty armed men was 
formed to confront these 
so-called “savages” who 
dared to cause trouble in 
northern Missouri terri-
tory when the land had 
been ceded to the whites 
now for five years!

(Next time: Vigilantes in 
Hot Pursuit)

Embracing Local History, Part 6: 
An Aroma in the air and torches by night

By Larry Evans

110 Years Ago, July 5, 1912
A biplane owned by 

Nick Sparling and pilot-
ed by George Underwood 
crash landed near Kirks-
ville after attempting to 
fly to Greentop on the 
first leg of a four-town 
visit as part of the Fourth 
of July celebrations for 
those towns. The biplane 
left Kirksville, and after 
about a mile and a half 
flight, the strong winds 
forced the biplane down. 
Underwood was not in-
jured in the crash. The 
biplane was damaged 
extensively, but owner 
Sparling was confident 
it could be rebuilt and 
made flyable again. Nick 
Sparling had planned to 
have Underwood fly the 
biplane from Kirksville, 
to Greentop, Queen City, 
Novinger, and then back 
to Kirksville. The July 4 
celebrants were disap-
pointed because many in 
the area had never seen a 
biplane fly before.

100 Years Ago, July 3, 1922
An early morning 

explosion and fire de-
stroyed four Novinger 
businesses and damaged 
many more as well as nu-
merous other structures. 
The explosion occurred 
in the Sullivan Drug 
Store as owner, John Sul-
livan unlocked the door 
of his business at 7 a.m. 
Sullivan was critically 
injured in the blast that 
threw his body across 
the street and covered 
him with debris. Sullivan 
never regain conscious-
ness and died four days 
later in a Kirksville Hos-

pital. Initial speculation 
was that the blast was 
caused by a 15-gallon 
carbonated water tank 
used by the drugstore’s 
soda fountain.

100 Years Ago, July 5, 1922
Three Kirksville men 

were arrested by Adair 
County Sheriff E. D. 
Waddill on charges of 
chicken theft. The trio 
were accused of steal-
ing 40 chickens from 
Adam Schillie and Char-
lie Jones of the Pure Air 
vicinity. The chickens 
showed up at a chick-
en market in Kirksville. 
Two of the men were re-
leased on $1,000 bond, 
and the third was being 
held in jail.

90 Years Ago, July 10, 1932
A Kirksville woman’s 

life-long companion, 
a dog, died. Through a 
local undertaker, she 
requested that a buri-
al permit be issued to 
bury her companion in 
a Kirksville cemetery. 
The request was denied, 
and she decided to have 
the dog buried on her 
daughter’s farm near 
Kirksville. She asked the 

undertaker for a sealed 
metal casket in which to 
inter her dog. Not hav-
ing one, the undertak-
er had one made to the 
necessary size specifi-
cations. The dog was not 
embalmed, but the air-
tight metal casket was 
expected to preserve the 
remains for years. The 
dog was a reportedly a 
highly educated animal 
and knew many tricks, 
including how to say its 
prayers.

70 Years Ago, July 6, 1952
A crowd of from 15-

20 thousand persons 
jammed the Northeast 
Missouri Fairgrounds 
July 3 and 4 for a two-day 
Fourth of July celebra-
tion. The event was spon-
sored by the El Kadir 
Shrine Club and featured 
fireworks both nights, ac-
robats, a magician, ani-
mal acts, F-51 fly-overs, 
a 100-lap stock car race 
and late model car races. 
Many residents watched 
the fireworks from roads 
around the fairground. 
The highway patrol re-
ported that Highway 63 
was jammed with vehi-
cles from 7:30 to 11 p.m.

TURNING THE PAGE:
This Week in Local History

DAILY EXPRESS VINTAGE AD — 1942

“The new STIP—our 
largest to date—is quite 
an achievement that has 
taken the collective ef-
forts of policymakers, 
state leaders and the 
leadership of the com-
mission, which has held 
firm on the need for re-
sources to do the projects 
our citizens expect us to 
do. By working with plan-
ning partners across the 

state and listening to the 
needs of the communities 
we serve, we’ve made 
these plans to take care 
of this massive system.”

The program details 
a focus on preventive 
maintenance improve-
ments to Missouri’s near-
ly 34,000 miles of roads 
and 10,400 bridges. The 
draft STIP was released 
in May for public review, 
and MoDOT received 317 
comments.

The STIP also includes 
detailed project infor-

mation for non-highway 
modes of transportation 
and a section detailing 
planned operations and 
maintenance activities 
for the next three years. 
This additional informa-
tion is provided to allow 
Missourians to more eas-
ily see how their trans-
portation funding is in-
vested. The Final STIP 
is available online at 
https://www.modot.org/
statewide-transporta-
tion-improvement-pro-
gram-stip

PROGRAM 
Continued from Page A2
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By Special to The Express

Tractor accidents, 
grain entrapment and in-
juries from ornery live-
stock are just some of 
the dangers agricultural 
workers face every day. 
In fact, the National In-
stitute for Occupational 
Safety and Health says 
agriculture is one of the 
most hazardous indus-
tries in the United States.

In 2016, the agricultur-
al industry had a rate of 
21.4 deaths per 100,000 
workers, and each day 
agricultural workers ex-
perienced 100 non-fatal, 
lost-work-time injuries.

Agricultural dangers 
are not limited to North 
America. In Ireland, 
farm accidents have in-
creased by 13 percent in 
the last five years and by 
31 percent in the last de-
cade, according to a na-
tional survey of farm ac-
cidents conducted by the 

Teagasc National Farm 
Survey. Furthermore, 97 
percent of all farm ac-
cident victims required 
medical treatment.

Farms are dangerous 
places, and while care-
lessness can and does 
contribute to many inci-
dents, accidents also take 
place during routine, 
seemingly safe activi-
ties. These farm safety 
guidelines can help lower 
the risk of injuries.

• Know farm equip-
ment. Read and follow all 
instructions in the equip-
ment operation manuals. 
In addition, attend local 
farm safety workshops to 
learn more about specific 
equipment and products.

• Conduct routine safe-
ty checks. Look around 
buildings and grounds 
for obvious hazards, such 
as fire hazards and haz-
ardous materials, includ-
ing farm chemicals that 
are not stored correctly.

• Practice cleanliness. 
Maintain clean and neat 
work areas with tools 
stored properly and out 
of the way after use.

• Be mindful of your 
clothing and hair. Many 
accidents involve a power 
take-off system, or PTO, 
which is a common com-
ponent of large rotary 
mowers, tractors and for-
age choppers. Clothing 
can easily get caught in 
an engaged but unguard-
ed PTO stub. It’s easy 
for laces or coveralls to 
become wrapped around 
a spinning stub shaft. The 
PTO driveline and other 
protrusion points also can 
be dangerous if people do 
not pay attention.

• Use rollover protec-
tion structures. ROPS 
can be used on tractors 
and other equipment to 
prevent injuries. In ad-
dition, wear seat belts 
and employ other safety 
equipment as advised.

• Avoid extra passen-
gers. It can be tempting 
to take the kids for a 
spin, but do not allow 
additional passengers 
to ride on agricultural 
equipment.

• Exercise caution when 
handling chemicals. Take 
extra precautions when 
handling any chemicals, 
including pesticides.

• Wear protective gear. 
Wear appropriate gear 

and equipment as out-
lined by NIOSH or the 
Mine Safety and Health 
Administration. Make 
sure the skin, feet, ears, 
eyes, and hands are pro-
tected at all times.

• Employ lock out/tag 
out control. This is a pro-
cess where one can work 
on equipment only after 
every energy source has 
been controlled, such as 
hydraulic, pneumatic, 

mechanical, and electri-
cal, according to Rural 
Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Turning off equip-
ment and using certain 
controls or locks on de-
vices can prevent equip-
ment from restarting 
before it is safe to do so.

Farm safety should be a 
priority for owners, their 
families and employees 
so that agricultural inju-
ries can be reduced.

Tips for safer farming

By Special to The Express

The agricultural indus-
try provides a variety of 
opportunities to profes-
sionals interested in this 
often misunderstood field.

According to the em-
ployment resource AG-
Careers.com, more than 
250 career profiles are 
available to people inter-
ested in a career in agri-
culture. And while jobs 
in agriculture may not 
be as prevalent as they 
were a few centuries ago, 
when 72 percent of the 
workforce was employed 
in farm occupations in 
the United States, agri-
culture remains a boom-
ing industry that great-
ly affects the nation’s 
economy. Today, one in 
12 American jobs is de-
pends on agriculture, 
according to the career 
resource Payscale.

The following are some 
potential professions for 
those considering ca-
reers in agriculture.

• Agricultural busi-
ness manager: This per-
son oversees the business 
operations of a farm by 
providing organization 
and leadership during the 
production process. He 
or she contacts creditors, 
selects seeds, buys new 
equipment, and ensures 
the distribution of product.

• Agricultural lawyer: 
Attorneys who specialize 
in agriculture deal with 
water and environmental 
issues, represent agricul-
tural labor in disputes, 
ensure proper market-
ing techniques are fol-
lowed, handle real estate 

and land use issues, and 
much more.

• Animal control offi-
cer: These officers en-
force local and regional 
laws that pertain to the 
treatment and care of 
animals. They patrol for 
distressed animals and 
ensure cruelty-free prac-
tices are adhered to.

• Grain buyer: Grain 
buyers build relation-
ships with producers so 
they can purchase grain 
for their particular com-
panies. They negotiate 
purchase agreements, 

source grain supplies and 
issue purchase orders.

• Poultry hatchery 
manager: Hatchery man-
agers oversee all of the 
aspects involved in poul-
try hatching. These can 
include management of 
personnel, handling and 
sorting of eggs, main-
tenance of equipment, 
coordination of pick-ups 
and deliveries, and over-
seeing quality control.

• Soil scientist: Among 
the many tasks they 
might perform, scientists 
in the field of agriculture 

test soil samples for min-
erals and contaminants. 
By studying the soil, sci-
entists can recommend 
which crops the land can 
support, how much live-
stock can feed in an area 
and the implications of 
agriculture on the area 
as it pertains to manag-
ing natural resources.

A career in agriculture 
presents many exciting 
opportunities in a num-
ber of different applica-
tions. It’s a vast industry 
that utilizes professionals 
with an array of skillsets.

Explore a career in agriculture

657937cb

By Special to The Express

The family auto-
mobile is not the only 
piece of equipment 
that requires routine 
upkeep to ensure it is 
operating properly.

Life on a farm can 
come to a screeching 
halt if farm equipment 
is not properly main-
tained. Farmers invest 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars on agricultur-
al equipment, such as 
tractors, tillers, hoppers, 
and dozers. Adhering to 
maintenance schedules 
can prevent breakdowns 
and decrease the need 
for potentially costly 
emergency repairs.

Keep it clean
Cleaning the surface 

of equipment can go a 
long way toward keep-
ing it operating smooth-
ly. Use a pressure wash-
er to remove caked-on 
mud and other debris. 
Titan iron suppliers 
recommend quickly 
washing equipment af-
ter usage so that sub-
stances do not have the 
chance to harden.

Learn the equipment
Over time, it is pos-

sible to employ your 

senses of sight, sound 
and even smell to de-
termine if equipment is 
working properly. Fa-
miliarize yourself with 
the owner’s manual so 
you can troubleshoot 
minor problems. Any 
unusual sounds, odors 
or responses from the 
gear should be noted.

Routine  
maintenance checks

Routinely inspect hos-
es, fittings, and seals to 
ensure they are in good 
working condition. Be 
sure fluids, such as cool-
ant and oil, are at the 
proper levels. Check 
and replace filters as 
needed. Tires need to 
be properly inflated, and 
inspect the battery for 
corrosion or other signs 
that it may need to be 
replaced. Check belts 
for cracks. Tour the ex-
terior of the equipment 
looking at signals and 
lights to ensure they are 
in proper working or-
der. Hardware should 
be tightened and any 
missing pieces replaced.

Maintenance on farm 
equipment helps keep 
operations running 
along and protects ex-
pensive investments.

Maintenance key to 
functioning farms
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High/low.......................................... 81/69
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Columbus 82/58/s 85/64/s
Dallas 104/80/t 104/81/s
Denver 98/70/s 97/66/pc
Detroit 80/57/s 81/61/s
Fargo 88/70/t 87/65/t
Grand Rapids 82/53/s 84/63/s
Hartford 84/59/s 83/59/s
Honolulu 87/75/sh 87/74/pc
Houston 101/80/s 102/81/t
Jackson, MS 95/74/pc 89/73/t
Jacksonville 91/75/s 90/73/t
Las Vegas 108/84/s 108/84/s
Little Rock 98/75/t 94/72/s
Los Angeles 84/63/s 86/64/s
Louisville 84/66/c 87/71/s
Memphis 96/75/t 94/74/s
Miami 91/79/t 92/79/t
Minneapolis 85/70/s 89/73/t
Nashville 88/72/t 91/71/s
New Orleans 91/78/t 88/77/t
New York City 78/68/sh 81/69/s
Norfolk 85/72/t 79/69/pc
Oklahoma City 97/70/s 97/70/s
Orlando 95/77/t 94/76/t
Philadelphia 77/68/r 84/66/s
Phoenix 112/90/c 111/90/pc
Pittsburgh 83/59/pc 83/62/s
Portland, ME 77/55/s 77/57/s
Portland, OR 81/59/pc 80/59/s
Rapid City 99/69/s 92/59/pc
Sacramento 90/59/s 99/64/s
Salt Lake City 105/76/pc 99/69/s
San Diego 74/64/pc 74/64/pc
San Francisco 70/58/pc 74/57/pc
Seattle 74/57/pc 73/56/pc
Shreveport 104/77/pc 100/77/pc
Tampa 93/81/t 91/80/pc
Tucson 103/80/t 105/83/c
Tulsa 97/74/s 99/76/s
Washington, DC 76/67/r 83/67/s

 Sat. Sun.

Branson 93/66/c 95/66/s
Burlinton, IA 82/59/s 83/66/s
Cape Girardeau 84/65/c 88/63/s
Carbondale 83/63/c 86/63/s
Cedar Rapids 81/59/s 83/66/pc
Champaign 81/56/s 82/61/s
Chicago 78/62/s 84/67/s
Columbia 86/65/s 89/68/s
Danville 81/54/s 82/59/s
Davenport 82/57/s 84/67/pc
Decatur 82/57/s 82/61/s
Des Moines 83/66/pc 89/71/s
Evansville 84/64/c 87/65/s
Galesburg 80/55/s 83/62/s
Green Bay 80/57/s 83/69/pc
Indianapolis 83/60/pc 84/61/s
Iowa City 83/60/s 85/66/pc
Jefferson City 88/66/pc 90/68/s
Joliet 80/58/s 85/61/s
Kansas City 86/67/pc 92/69/s
Lafayette, IN 81/53/s 82/56/s
Lincoln 82/57/pc 82/63/s
Madison 84/63/s 86/66/s
Milwaukee 75/61/s 83/70/pc
Omaha 86/69/pc 93/73/s
Ottumwa 81/60/s 84/67/s
Peoria 83/59/s 84/63/s
Rockford 82/56/s 83/65/pc
St. Louis 84/66/pc 87/70/s
Springfi eld, IL 82/58/pc 83/63/s
Springfi eld, MO 89/66/pc 93/69/s
Topeka 89/67/pc 93/71/s
Wichita 92/68/pc 96/70/s

Chariton 19.5 4.80 +0.40
Rathbun Tail -- 2.20 none
Moulton 36 19.10 +0.40
Novinger 20 0.41 +0.05
Prairie Hill 15 1.72 -0.05

Promise City 25 3.90 +0.50
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Sunrise today .............................5:49 a.m.
Sunset tonight ............................8:41 p.m.
Sunrise Sunday ..........................5:50 a.m.
Sunset Sunday ...........................8:41 p.m.

Full
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Last
Jul 20
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Jul 28
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Aug 5 Forecasts and graphics provided by 
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Shown is Saturday’s weather. 
Temperatures are Saturday’s highs 
and Saturday night’s lows.
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Keokuk 16 5.65 +0.34
Quincy 19 12.30 +0.25
Quincy Lock & Dam 18 7.55 +0.55
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SATURDAY

Abundant 
sunshine and 

pleasant

Clear Humid with plenty 
of sunshine
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Plenty of sun Clouds to start, 
then sunshine 

returns
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DEAR ABBY: Even 
though I have lived in a 
different state for many 
years, I’ve remained 
in touch with a female 
friend I’ll call “Tina” 
from high school, most-
ly via text messaging. 
For the last 12 years, I 
have been in a relation-
ship with a man who has 
been very good to me. 
We are not married and 
we don’t live together. 

When I first met him, 
he told me that many 
years ago, when he was 
very young, he had been 
involved in several bar-
room brawls and had 
been arrested more 
than once. He recog-
nized that his abuse of 
alcohol was at the root 
of his problem and de-
cided to quit drinking. 
Over the years he has 
worked hard to turn 
his life around, and he 
hasn’t been in any sort 
of trouble since. 

I believe everyone de-
serves a second chance. 
However, I told him that 
if he decided to resume 
drinking and/or got ar-
rested for any reason, 
I would have nothing 
further to do with him. 
He hasn’t. I didn’t share 
that information with 
Tina because it really 
isn’t any of her busi-
ness.

Unbeknownst to me, 
Tina decided to conduct 
a background search on 
my boyfriend. One day, 

out of the blue, she sent 
me his “mugshot” and 
other details from 40 
years ago, asking me if 
that was him. I can’t be-
lieve she did that, and I 
feel like it was crossing 
the line. I can’t compre-
hend what she hoped 
to accomplish. How 
would you advise me to 
handle this situation? 
-- SIMPLY STUNNED 
IN FLORIDA

DEAR STUNNED: I 
would advise you to lose 
your “friend” and keep 
the man with whom you 
have the relationship. 
Tina was a furlong out 
of bounds to send you 
the information with-
out first discussing it 
with you. She may have 
done it in an attempt to 
“warn” you, or perhaps 
because she’s jealous. 
Whatever the reason, 
she owes you an apology 
-- if you are still speak-
ing to her, that is.

DEAR ABBY: My best 
friend often asks me to 
do errands for her, such 
as stop someplace and 
pick something up for 

her. It is usually close to 
where I live or work or 
on my way home. I don’t 
always like doing it. In 
fact, I resent it. 

An occasional favor 
is fine, but this happens 
way too often. How do 
I tell her “no” when it 
is somewhere I have to 
drive right by? Once I 
told her I didn’t think 
I’d have time (the truth 
at that moment), and 
she said I could do it 
later, when I had the 
time! She walks with a 
cane, but this started 
before she had mobility 
issues. How can I say 
no? -- IMPOSED UPON 
IN TEXAS

DEAR IMPOSED 
UPON: Because you 
now resent your “best 
friend’s” requests to 
run her errands, you 
will have to be honest 
with her. Explain that 
you didn’t mind doing 
it once in a while in the 
beginning, but this is 
happening so often it 
is getting to you. Then 
“suggest” that many 
markets and cleaners 
deliver or that she use 
a delivery service.  

Dear Abby is written by Ab-
igail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pau-
line Phillips. Contact Dear 
Abby at www.DearAbby.com 
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.
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SYNDICATION

Friend runs background check 
on old classmate’s boyfriend

JEANNE PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

News of the weird...
Someone’s Sleeping  
on the Couch

Colombian cyclist Luis Carlos 
Chia won a stage of the Vuelta a 
Colombia race on June 5 and threw 
his arms out wide to celebrate 
after crossing the finish line, Cana-
dian Cycling reported. But he was 
immediately forced to grab the 
handlebars again in an attempt to 
avoid hitting a group of photogra-
phers -- among whom was his wife, 
Claudia Roncancio. Chia struck his 
wife with his bike, knocking her to 
the ground, where she lay uncon-
scious as medical staff attended to 
her. “I don’t understand why she 
didn’t get out of the way,” Chia 
said after the accident. Roncan-
cio needed four stitches and was 
kept under observation in a local 
hospital, but she is reportedly re-
covering.

News That Sounds  
Like a Joke

Feel like you’re forgetting 
something? That must have been 
how tennis pro Ugo Humbert of 
France felt when he turned up at 
Number Two Court at Wimbledon 
on June 29 without a key piece of 
equipment for his match against 
Norway’s Casper Ruud -- his rackets. 
Reuters reported that Humbert, 24, 
had to tell the umpire, “I don’t have 
any rackets -- sorry for that.” Fortu-
nately for him, someone turned up 
with three rackets in just a few min-
utes, and after losing his first set, 
Humbert won the match.

Compelling Explanation
When Thanh Ha, 54, allegedly set 

fire to his boss’s house in early May, 
he had a perfectly understandable 
reason: “Spirits” told him to do 
so, he told deputies. According 
to WFLA-TV, Ha was arrested on 
June 29 in Pinellas County, Florida, 
on second-degree arson charges. 
Authorities say surveillance cam-
eras caught him riding a bike to his 
boss’s new St. Petersburg home, 
securing his bike to a nearby stop 
sign and approaching the home on 
foot while trying to cover his face 

with his shirt. Five minutes later, 
he can be seen running back to his 
bike and riding away. Ha also told 
deputies he was not upset with his 
(presumably former) employer.

People With Issues
When fire erupted on June 26 

at the Church of St. Basil the Great 
in Pargolovo, Russia, parishioners 
first assumed it was faulty wiring 
that had sparked the blaze, Odd-
ity Central reported. Damage to 
the outside was considerable, 
and some thought it was a divine 
message that they should build a 
bigger, more beautiful church. As it 
turns out, however, neither of those 
explanations was valid. Instead, 
a 36-year-old local man who was 
tired of his wife donating all their 
money to the church allegedly 
splashed the walls of the church 
with gasoline and, checking to 
make sure no one was inside, lit the 
match. “He worked 24/7, they have 
four children and his wife works at 
the church. Everything he earned, 
she brought to temple,” a Russian 
newspaper reported. “Because of 
this, they had a conflict.” The man 
admitted his guilt but was allowed 
to await sentencing at home.

Have It Your Way
The Concord Mall in Wilmington, 

Delaware, is getting its 15 minutes 
of fame after a vendor there discov-
ered a hidden treasure locked be-
hind a wall: a fully intact Burger King 
from 2009, Newsweek reported. 
Thomas Dahlke, general manager 
of the mall, uploaded a video tour 
of the restaurant, including finding 
a bag containing grossly well-pre-
served french fries. Current and 
former employees posted that the 
space has been used for storage 
and for running a hose through to 
water plants in the mall. One poster 
quipped: “In Europe they’ve been 
finding remnants, artifacts and 
towns of the Roman Empire. Here 
they find Burger Kings.”
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Celebrate your joyful news 
with your community through 
the local newspaper.
Graduations • Memorials 
Milestone Birthdays • Weddings 
Retirements • Engagements
Birth & Adoption Announcements
Promotions • Achievements

CALL TODAY TO PLACE 
A CELEBRATORY AD!
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U
nless you are a big fan of 
baseball or the WNBA, the 
summer months can be lack-
ing in good sports content. 
Wimbledon is almost over. 

The NBA and college 
basketball are still 
four months away. 
The start of the 
football season is 
closer, but still pret-
ty far away.

In the meantime, 
sports movies and 
TV shows are a 
good way to fill the 
void. Those fans 
missing basketball 
right now have the 
best selection to 
pick from, as basketball seems to get the 
best movies and shows out of the major 
sports.

“Hoosiers,” one of the greatest sports 
movies ever made, stars Gene Hackman 
as a former college basketball coach 
who was fired from his college job after 
hitting a player. He winds up at Hickory 
High School in Indiana and wins over his 
new players and town while making an 
unlikely run at the title.

Just because the end result of “Hoo-
siers” is predictable does not mean that it 
isn’t still a lot of fun. This movie perfect-
ly captures what small-town high school 
basketball was like at the time. All of the 
games are excitingly shot and director 
David Anspaugh is able to balance sever-
al plot lines very well.

A more recent basketball project is the 
2022 HBO miniseries “Winning Time: 
The Rise of the Lakers Dynasty.” Quite 
possibly the tonal opposite of “Hoosiers,” 
it starts with the late Jerry Buss, played 
by the great John C. Reilly, buying the 
Lakers prior to the 1979-80 NBA season 
and drafting Magic Johnson.

“Hoosiers” captures the relative inno-
cence of high school basketball, while 
“Winning Time” shows the Lakers doing 
drugs and having sex almost as much as 
they play basketball. Financial issues, a 
tumultuous mid-season coaching change 
and clashing egos in the locker room cre-
ate most of the show’s drama, Johnson’s 
relationship with a disillusioned Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar and his rivalry with Larry 
Bird set up the show’s very best scenes.

“Winning Time” is far from perfect, 
but is an impossibly entertaining look at a 
team and a player, Johnson, that forever 
changed the NBA and the world of sports.

Football fans having a hard time waiting 
for the start of the preseason have fewer 
good movies to pick from, but “Remember 
the Titans” is certainly a good choice.

Starring Denzel Washington, maybe 
the best actor of his generation, as coach 
Herman Boone, it is based on the true 
story of a recently integrated high school 
football team in Virginia.

Is the team able to put their racial biases 
aside and come together as a team? Is the 
Black head coach able to win over the town? 
Does the Titans’ season come down to a last 
second scoring chance in the title game? Of 
course they are, he does and it does.

Some scenes in this movie do a decent job 
showing the racism that the real Boone and 
the Black players faced, but at other times 
comes off as a little naïve in its portrayal of 
racial harmony, making it seem as if rac-
ism can be erased by a good football team. 
It is nevertheless entertaining, featuring 
good performances from Washington and 
Wood Harris before his career-defining 
work as Avon Barksdale in “The Wire.”

“Invincible,” a seemingly lesser-known 
football movie starring Mark Wahlberg, 
is one of the more underrated sports mov-
ies I have seen. Wahlberg plays Vince 
Papale, a 30-year-old bartender who tries 
out for the Philadelphia Eagles in 1976 
and improbably makes the team.

There was a real Vince Papale, who 
played for the Eagles after a couple of sea-
sons in the World Football League, which 
lasted for only two years. The movie takes 
some creative liberty with Papale’s story, 
omitting his organized football experience 
and showing him playing pickup games 
with friends instead of the in the WFL.

The football scenes are shot in a very 
exciting way, and include a great scene 
where the Eagles take on the mighty Cow-
boys in a preseason matchup that does a 
great job showing how overwhelming it 
would be to run onto the field in a massive 
stadium prior to a game.

Many sports movies are deeply flawed, 
and only a select few manage to measure 
up to or even surpass the real thing, but 
they can still be a good way to pass the 
time until the real thing starts up again.

Column: Best 
sports movies 
and TV shows 
for summer

Adam Tumino

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHOENIX — They 
shared laughs, smiles, 
memories. There also 
were tears, fears, unease.

Through the range of 
emotions, one common 
thread bonded them to-
gether: Brittney Griner.

Wearing “BG” shirts 
and holding signs, several 
hundred fans gathered for 
a public rally in support 
of Griner on Wednesday, 
hoping their sentiments 
would reach the WNBA 
player 6,000 miles away 
in a Russian jail cell.

“It’s really painful and 
hard to watch, and it’s re-
ally taken a toll on a lot 
of us,” said Kelly Gedney 
of Surprise, Arizona. “We 
can feel the fear that she 
has. It’s scary to me that 
she’s in a cage when she is 
traveling to her court cas-
es. She’s been wrongfully 
detained and we’re going 

to do everything we can to 
get her home.”

Griner has spent the 
past four months in a Rus-
sian prison and is current-
ly on trial. She’s accused 
of possessing vape car-
tridges containing canna-
bis oil when she arrived at 
the Moscow airport while 
returning to play for her 
Russian team, facing a 
prison term of up to 10 
years if convicted.

The WNBA and U.S. of-
ficials have worked to free 
Griner, without success. 
Griner was able to send a 
handwritten letter to Pres-
ident Joe Biden, saying she 
feared spending the rest 
of her life in prison while 
pushing the administration 
to not forget about other 
American detainees.

President Biden called 
Griner’s wife, Cherelle, on 
Wednesday to tell her that 
he is working to free her 
as soon as possible.

“One hundred thirty-nine 
days have passed since my 
wife has been able to speak 
to me, to our family and 
our friends,” Cherelle Gri-
ner said during the rally, 
stopping to compose her-
self several times. “I’m 
frustrated my wife is not 
going to get justice. I know 
you all are frustrated, too. 
That’s why you’re here.”

The rally at the Foot-
print Center, home of the 
Phoenix Mercury and 
Suns, was part celebration 
of Griner’s accomplish-
ments on and off the court 
with a call to action.

The rally featured 
videos of Griner giving 
back to the community, 
dancers and a dramatic 
poem reading as many of 
Mercury teammates sat 
together in chairs on the 
right side of the court.

Phoenix Suns player To-
rey Craig spoke, as did 
Mercury player Brianna 

Turner.
“To know BG is to know 

such a kind spirit, a nice 
person, such a giver — I 
can go on and on about the 
type of person she is,” said 
Turner, who also was able 
to exchange letters with 
Griner. “We need to get her 
back home. She deserves to 
be home. She needs to be 
back with her family and 
friends. We are BG.”

Arizona Congressman 
Greg Stanton, the former 
Phoenix mayor, also was 
on hand after pushing a 
resolution calling for Gri-
ner’s immediate release 
passed by the U.S. House 
of Representatives earlier 
this week.

“Today was important, 
a show of unity, speak-
ing in one voice that we 
expect our president, our 
administration to do what 
it takes to bring our fellow 
American back home,” 
Stanton said.

Mercury hold public rally in 
support of Brittney Griner

Rep. Greg Stanton, D-Ariz., speaks at a rally for basketball player Brittney Griner on Wednesday, July 6, 2022, in Phoe-
nix. Griner has been detained in Russia for more than four months and is currently on trial, accused of possessing vape 
cartridges containing cannabis oil. AP PHOTO/ROSS D. FRANKLIN

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Flag football will be played 
at an international, multi-sport 
event for the first time next 
week during the World Games 
in Birmingham, Alabama.

The NFL may be the sport’s 
biggest cheerleader.

“When we talk about the fu-
ture of the game of football, 
it is, no question, flag,” NFL 
executive Troy Vincent told 
The Associated Press. “When 
I’ve been asked over the last 
24 months, in particular, what 
does the next 100 years look 
like when you look at football, 

not professional football, it’s 
flag. It’s the inclusion and the 
true motto of ‘football for all.’ 
There is a place in flag football 
for all.”

Vincent points to the grow-
ing number of men and women 
playing flag football globally. 
He’s encouraged that six states 
— Arkansas, Arizona, Flori-
da, Georgia, Nevada and New 
York — have sanctioned flag 
football as a varsity sport in 
high school with 20 more states 
interested or in the process of 
piloting to get it sanctioned.

NFL makes strong push for flag 
football with eye on Olympics

May 22, 2019, file photo   — Troy Vincent, NFL exec-
utive vice president of football operations, speaks 
to the media during the owners meetings in Key 
Biscayne, Fla. AP PHOTO/BRYNN ANDERSON, FILE

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MOSCOW — When 
Brittney Griner pleaded 
guilty Thursday to drug 
possession in a Russian 
court, hopes rose that 
her months of detention 
could soon be over, either 
through a U.S.-Russia 
prisoner swap or a pardon 
from President Vladimir 
Putin.

But Russian courts 
often move slowly, Rus-
sian resentment over the 
high-profile case could ob-
struct a deal and the fate 
of an American impris-
oned for espionage may be 
critical to freeing Griner.

Here’s a look at the case 
against the basketball star 
and its complications.

WHAT ARE THE CHARGES?
Griner, a standout for 

the WNBA’s Phoenix 
Mercury and a two-time 
Olympic gold medalist, 
was arrested in February 
at Moscow’s Sheremet-
yevo Airport after vape 
canisters with cannabis 
oil were allegedly found 
in her luggage. She faces 
up to 10 years in prison 
on charges of large-scale 
transportation of drugs.

She admitted guilt 
Thursday in the second 
session of her trial, but 

said she had no criminal 
intent and that the canis-
ters were there because 
she had packed hastily.

WHAT’S THE NEXT STEP?
Griner’s admission 

makes a conviction cer-

tain, but that may not 
come quickly. The next 
session of the trial is set 
for July 14, and it is un-
clear if that will conclude 
testimony.

EXPLAINER: Is 
Griner’s guilty plea a 
step toward freedom?

Phoenix Mercury center Brittney Griner (42) shoots during 
Game 1 of the WNBA basketball Finals against the Chicago Sky, 
on Oct. 10, 2021, in Phoenix. AP PHOTO/RALPH FRESO, FILE

See FLAG, Page B3

See GRINER, Page B3
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Prizes given out each week.

Teams between 1 - 8 people.

Categories change each week.

***No smart phones, play fair!***

Beer and 
Whiskey 

Specials.

656789cb



KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS  |  Saturday, July 9, 2022

B3Sports

Multiple NFL clubs 
support high schools in 
their respective states 
with helping fund the 
initiative. The Atlan-
ta Falcons unveiled 
a girls flag wall in 
their stadium in May. 
The league says 450 
schools, and more than 
10,000 girls participate 
in flag football across 
the country.

It was an important 
step when the National 
Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics 
declared women’s flag 
football as an emerg-
ing sport in 2020. The 
National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Associa-
tion did the same.

“It’s a cost-effective 
sport feasible for all 
to play,” Vincent said.

The NFL partnered 
with the International 
Federation of Ameri-
can Football to bring 
flag football to The 
World Games with an 
eye on the 2028 Olym-
pics in Los Angeles.

“That’s the ultimate 
goal to make flag foot-
ball an Olympic sport,” 
Vincent said.

Sixteen of the 
world’s best flag foot-
ball teams will com-
pete for gold for the 
first time at The World 
Games kicking off 
Sunday at Birming-
ham’s historic Legion 
Field. Flag football is 
one of 33 sports in the 
program at the Olym-
pic-style, multi-sport 
event, following its 
inclusion by the Inter-
national World Games 
Association in 2020.

“We are thrilled 
to have flag football 
join the official sports 
program at The World 
Games for the first 
time,” IFAF President 
Pierre Trochet said 
in a statement. “This 
is a milestone in the 
sport’s development 
and a fantastic oppor-
tunity to showcase flag 
as a truly world-class, 
international sport.

The World Games 
are back in the United 
States for the first time 
since 1981. The Unit-
ed States men’s and 
women’s teams both 
pre-qualified for the 
tournament by winning 
gold at the 2021 IFAF 
Flag World Champion-
ships held in Jerusalem 
last December. A re-

cord 39 national teams 
across four continents 
competed. The remain-
ing 14 teams earned 
their place through 
IFAF’s international 
qualifying process.

Austria, France, It-
aly, Mexico and Pana-
ma also qualified men’s 
and women’s teams. 
Denmark and Germa-
ny have the remaining 
men’s teams. Brazil 
and Japan have the oth-
er two women’s teams.

“This is not some-
thing that we dominate 
because it’s football, 
the national pastime 
in America,” Vincent 
said. “You watch these 
young ladies and men 
play in other countries. 
They come to play. It’s 
a transitional sport. 
It’s a cross-function-
al sport. The best flag 
players come from soc-
cer, lacrosse, cricket 
because these are men 
and women who have 
tremendous agility. 
It’s a fast-paced game 
played in space. You 
don’t have to play it for 
years and years. You 
can develop. You can 
transfer those skills 
that you learned in soc-
cer, lacrosse, cricket to 
flag football.”

FLAG 
Continued from Page B1

Even if it does, a ver-
dict would not come im-
mediately: Russian court 
verdicts are not simple 
pronunciations, but labo-
riously detailed recaps of 
testimony and evidence, 
which are time-consum-
ing to prepare and can 
take hours to read aloud.

If the court accepts Gri-
ner’s claim that she was 
careless rather than crimi-
nal, it might hand her a sus-
pended sentence. Suspend-
ed sentences can also be 
politically driven, as when 
opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny received one in an 
embezzlement case. Howev-
er, that might oblige her to 
stay in the country.

A conviction would be a 
prerequisite to arranging 
a prisoner exchange. It 
would also allow Griner 
to apply for a presidential 
pardon.

“It is clear that we have 
not completed the neces-
sary judicial procedures. 
Until this happens, there 
are no nominal, formal, 
procedural grounds for any 
further steps, not to men-
tion anything else,” Depu-
ty Foreign Minister Sergei 
Ryabkov said Thursday.

IS A PRISONER EXCHANGE  
IN THE WORKS?

Russian media consis-
tently suggest that Gri-
ner could be exchanged 
for Russian arms trader 
Viktor Bout, who is serv-
ing a 25-year sentence in 
the U.S. for conspiracy 
to kill American citizens 
and providing aid to a 
terrorist organization. 
Russia has agitated for 
Bout’s release for years. 
But the wide discrepan-
cy between Griner’s can-
nabis offense and Bout’s 
global dealings in dead-
ly weapons could make 
such a swap unpalatable 
to Washington.

The United States has 
agreed to asymmetric 
swaps with Russia be-
fore. In 2010, the Unit-
ed States exchanged 10 
Russian “sleeper agents,” 
including the glamorous 
Anna Chapman, for four 
Americans who confessed 
to spying.

In April, there was a 
numerically equivalent 
exchange but of prisoners 
serving notably differ-
ent sentences. American 
Trevor Reed, who was 
convicted of assaulting a 
police officer while intox-
icated, was swapped for 
Konstantin Yaroshenko, 
who is serving 20 years 

for extensive cocaine 
smuggling.

Although Russia has 
been eager for Bout’s 
release, Ryabkov com-
plained that “attempts 
by the American side to 
make noise in public ... 
don’t help the practical 
settlement of issues.”

IS PAUL WHELAN  
A WILD CARD?

Whelan, a corporate se-
curity executive, was ar-
rested in Moscow in 2018 
and sentenced to 16 years 
in prison for espionage. 
The case has been less 
publicized than Griner’s, 
but after the Reed-Yaros-
henko exchange, the Unit-
ed States would be under 
pressure to avoid anoth-
er one-for-one swap that 
does not include Whelan.

However, because 
Whelan’s espionage con-
viction is more serious 
and for a longer term than 
what Griner faces, that 
could balance an equation 
that would make trading 
both of them for Bout con-
ceivable.

“The U.S. needs to find a 
concession that Russia will 
accept in order to return 
either or both Brittney 
Griner and Paul Whelan,” 
his brother David told The 
Associated Press.

GRINER 
Continued from Page B1

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — The 
executive director of 
the nonprofit Advocates 
for Minor Leaguers has 
recommended that Con-
gress enact legislation 
nullifying Major League 
Baseball’s antitrust ex-
emption as it applies to 
minor league players.

Harry Marino on 
Wednesday asked the 
Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee to pursue a “Mi-
nor League Curt Flood 
Act” in response to a let-
ter from the four-mem-
ber committee, chaired 
by Sen. Dick Durbin, 
an Illinois Democrat. 
The letter sent by the 
committee on June 28 
asked the advocacy 
group about the effect 
of baseball’s 100-year-
old antitrust exemption 
on working conditions 
in the minor leagues.

Applying antitrust 
law to the employment 
of minor league play-
ers could allow them to 
seek free agency soon-
er, strengthening their 
leverage to ask for bet-
ter salaries and other 
working conditions.

Marino’s letter to 
Congress was obtained 
Thursday by The Asso-
ciated Press.

Advocates for Minor 
Leaguers has pushed in 
recent years to improve 
pay, housing and other 
employment standards 
for players who general-
ly make between $4,800 
and $15,400 annually.

Those players are 
subject to Uniform Play-
er Contracts when they 
enter professional base-
ball, preventing them 
from becoming minor 
league free agents for 
seven seasons. Mari-
no argued that those 
UPCs keep players 
from seeking salaries 
beyond the MLB-man-
dated league mini-
mums, ranging from 
$400 to $700 per week, 
paid only in season.

The Curt Flood Act of 
1998, which President 
Bill Clinton signed, 
applied antitrust laws 
to MLB affecting the 
employment of major 
league players.

Marino argued that 
a Minor League Curt 
Flood Act would threat-
en the legality of the 
minor league UPCs.

“Upon being drafted, 
players would be able 
to negotiate the length 
and terms of their ini-
tial minor league con-
tracts with their major 
league teams,” Marino 
wrote.

Because baseball’s 
amateur draft and in-
ternational signing 
period are covered by 
collective bargaining 
with the major league 
players’ association, 
those structures would 
remain even with a Mi-
nor League Curt Flood 
Act. But it’s unclear 
how the sport’s minor 
league system would 
operate if players were 
freed from UPCs.

Contracts at the ma-
jor league level are 
governed by rules col-
lectively bargained be-
tween MLB and the play-
ers’ association. There is 
no minor league union.

In its June 28 letter, 
the committee also 
asked Marino about the 
effects of repealing the 
Save America’s Pastime 
Act, a provision includ-
ed on page 1,967 of a 
$1.3 trillion spending 
bill in 2018 that exempt-
ed minor league players 
from federal minimum 
wage requirements. 
The bill was an attempt 
to pre-empt a lawsuit 
filed four years earli-
er by players alleging 

MLB violated the Fair 
Labor Standards Act.

The suit was settled 
in April. Two people fa-
miliar with the negoti-
ations, speaking to The 
Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity 
because the release of 
details was not autho-
rized, said the possible 
settlement was in the 
$200 million range. The 
two sides asked a feder-
al court in California 
for permission to file by 
July 11 for approval of 
the settlement.

In its initial letter, the 
committee noted that 
MLB claimed the Save 
America’s Pastime 
Act “was necessary to 
prevent minor league 
contraction.” Despite 
its passing, MLB still 
pulled affiliation from 
40 of 160 teams after 
the 2020 season.

Marino recommend-
ed that Congress repeal 
the Save America’s Pas-
time Act, which “would 
allow minor league 
players to sue under the 
federal minimum wage 
and overtime laws.”

The other members 
of the committee that 
sent Marino the letter 
in June are Sen. Charles 
Grassley, R-Iowa; Rich-
ard Blumenthal, D-Con-
necticut; and Mike Lee, 
R-Utah.

Baseball’s antitrust 
exemption was created 
by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in a 1922 case 
involving the Federal 
League, when Justice 

Oliver Wendell Holmes 
wrote in a decision that 
baseball was not inter-
state commerce but ex-
hibitions exempt from 
antitrust laws. The Su-
preme Court reaffirmed 
the decision in a 1953 
case involving New 
York Yankees farmhand 
George Toolson and in 
the 1972 Curt Flood 
decision, saying any 
changes should come 
from Congress.

Perhaps the biggest 
impact of the exemption 
is that it allows MLB 
to prevent a franchise 
from moving to a dif-
ferent city without MLB 
permission. Marino not-
ed that passing a Minor 
League Curt Flood Act 
would have a “more lim-
ited impact” than fully 
repealing MLB’s anti-
trust exemption.

The U.S. Justice De-
partment filed a state-
ment of interest last 
month in a lawsuit filed 
by four minor league 
teams urging that “low-
er courts should limit 
the ‘baseball exemp-
tion’ to conduct that is 
central to the business 
of offering professional 
baseball games to the 
public.” The lawsuit, 
filed by teams that lost 
their big league affilia-
tions when MLB cut the 
minors before the 2021 
season, is pending in 
U.S. District Court in 
Manhattan.

MLB did not imme-
diately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Minors rep asks Congress to 
restrict MLB antitrust exemption

Sen. Richard Durbin speaks before Vice President Kamala Harris at the C.W. Av-
ery Family YMCA in Plainfield, Ill., Friday, June 24, 2022. ASHLEE REZIN/CHICAGO 
SUN-TIMES VIA AP, FILE

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WIMBLEDON, England 
— As in many sports, ten-
nis has its share of well-
known coaches. Unlike in 
other sports, tennis does 
not always allow them to 
coach.

Indeed, at Wimbledon, 
Novak Djokovic can’t get 
any sort of instructions 
from Goran Ivanisevic at 
Centre Court during the 
men’s semifinals on Fri-
day. No other players and 
coaches were supposed to 
be communicating while 
matches were happening, 
either, whether it was Si-
mona Halep with Patrick 
Mouratoglou, Andy Mur-
ray with Ivan Lendl, Rafael 
Nadal with Carlos Moya or 
anyone else in the women’s 
or men’s singles brackets.

While the WTA women’s 
tour tried various forms 
of in-match coaching over 
the past decade-plus — al-
lowing, and broadcasting, 
face-to-face conversations 
during changeovers, for 
example — the ATP men’s 
tour has stayed away from 
it at its main tournaments 
other than a brief tryout in 
the late 1990s (there have 
been test runs involving 
chats through headsets at 
a season-ending event for 
younger players).

And coaching during 
Grand Slam matches has 
been forbidden. Until now.

Once play at the All En-
gland Club wraps up Sun-
day, the ATP will follow 
the WTA’s lead and open 
a trial run over the rest 
of this year to permit lim-
ited interaction between 
the folks on the court and 
their employees in the 

stands. That means coach-
es will be able to offer 
help to women and men at 
the last major of 2022, the 
U.S. Open, which starts 
Aug. 29 in New York.

“It’s exciting for coach-
es because now, all of 
a sudden, the stuff and 
strategy you talk about 
before matches, you can 
talk about during match-
es. You can tweak things. 
If things aren’t going well, 
you can get a chance to 
look at Plan B or C,” said 
Brad Gilbert, a former 
player who reached No. 
4 in the rankings and a 
coach for Andre Agassi, 
Andy Roddick and others.

“Any innovation is 
good,” added Gilbert, at 
Wimbledon for ESPN. 
“And before you say some-
thing isn’t good, you need 
to see it and see how it 
plays out.”

The ATP’s announce-
ment that coaching is 
coming opened a debate in 
the sport. There are those 
who lobby for change to 
increase fan interest and 
those who say this sort 
of thing goes against the 
basic one-on-one, all-alone 
element of tennis.

Djokovic is one player, 
and French Open run-
ner-up Casper Ruud is 
another, who said they 
see merit in both of those 
stances.

“I admire (the ATP) for 
trying something new,” 
said Ruud, a 23-year-old 
from Norway who has 
been coached by his fa-
ther, former pro Christian. 
“At the same time, it’s the 
beauty of our sport that we 
have to figure out the game 
and everything ourselves.”

Let coaches coach? 
After Wimbledon, 
men’s tennis will try it

Patrick Mouratoglou, the coach of Romania’s Simona Halep 
sits in the players box for her match against Amanda Anisi-
mova of the US in the women’s singles quarterfinals on day 
ten of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, 
Wednesday, July 6, 2022. AP PHOTO/KIRSTY WIGGLESWORTH
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B4 Outdoors
By University of  
Missouri Extension

COLUMBIA, Mo. – Gar-
dening has many rewards, 
says David Trinklein, 
state horticulture special-
ist for University of Mis-
souri Extension. “One of 
them is the satisfaction of 
sharing your plant knowl-
edge with others.”

The MU Extension 
Master Gardener pro-
gram is designed to do 
just that, Trinklein said. 
“Its motto, ‘helping oth-
ers learn to grow,’ em-

phasizes service to oth-
ers as the program’s 
main objective.”

A new session of online 
Master Gardener train-
ing begins Aug. 14.

“These classes repre-
sent a viable option for 
people who can’t take the 
weekly classes in per-
son,” Trinklein said.

The course is taught by 
Trinklein and MU Exten-
sion horticulture special-
ist Sarah Denkler. Class-
es are delivered through 
the Canvas learning 
management system as 

a series of scripted and 
narrated presentations. 
Students work through 
14 learning modules at 
their own pace. A com-
posite score of 70% on 
chapter quizzes is need-
ed to pass the course.

Topics include basic 
botany, soils and plant nu-
trition, vegetable garden-
ing, fruit production, in-
sects and diseases, land-
scaping and landscape 
plants, turf management 
and pesticide safety.

Core training is the 
first step toward certifi-

cation as an MU Exten-
sion Master Gardener. 
Trainees must also com-
plete at least 30 hours of 
volunteer service, Trin-
klein said. Local Master 
Gardener coordinators 
can help online trainees 
find volunteer opportuni-
ties to meet the service 
hour requirements.

“There are Master 
Gardener programs in 
every state of the union 
and in most provinces of 
Canada,” Trinklein said.

For more information, 
visit mg.missouri.edu.

New online Master Gardener training begins Aug. 14

By MU Extension

COLUMBIA, Mo. – Rose rosette 
is a devastating disease of roses. 
There is no cure. Infected rose 
bushes should be removed from 
the landscape and destroyed, said 
David Trinklein, horticulture spe-
cialist for University of Missouri 
Extension.

The disease first appeared on 
wild multiflora roses, which are 
considered a noxious weed in 
many states, including Missouri. 
At first, there was delight that 
a natural biological control for 
this troublesome rose was found, 
Trinklein said. Then it also start-
ed infecting garden roses.

The culprit is a tiny bug, he 
said. An eriophyoid mite spreads 
the pathogen. For gardeners fa-
miliar with the two-spotted spider 
mite, the eriophyoid mite is only 
about one-fourth the size of a spi-
der mite and nearly impossible to 
see without a hand lens. The mites 
can’t fly, but wind can carry them. 
If the mite has the virus in its gut, 
one bite of the rose bush on which 
it lands can infect the plant.

You can’t prune the disease away. 
“Viruses are systemic to the plant,” 
Trinklein said. “It’s in all parts of 
the plant all the way down to root 
system. There is no cure, and it’s a 
slow death for the rose bush.”

The symptoms are very dis-
tinct. First, malformed leaves will 
unfurl. As the disease progresses, 
the plant will produce rosy-pur-
ple stems with excessive thorns 
and feathery leaves. The common 
term is “witches’ brooms.” The 
plant will gradually stop produc-
ing flowers and eventually die.

To keep the infection from 
spreading, gardeners need to tear 
out the plant, including the roots, 
carefully place all the plant ma-
terial into a bag and take it some-
where where it can be destroyed.

Of course, before destroying 
a rose bush you should verify 
that it is actually infected with 
rose rosette, Trinklein said. New 
growth of many garden roses has 
a reddish color but lacks the other 
abnormalities caused by rose ro-
sette. Trinklein suggests taking a 
picture of the diseased plant and 
sending it to your county MU Ex-
tension center. Alternatively, you 
can send a sample of the plant to 
the MU Plant Diagnostic Clinic 
(mizzou.us/PlantDiagnosticClinic).

Because the disease is so devas-
tating, plant scientists and horti-
culturists are searching for ways 
to protect roses from infection, 
Trinklein said. So far, efforts to 
find a control for the mites have 
not succeeded. Typical miticides 
that work well on the two-spotted 
spider mite have little effect on 
the eriophyoid mite. Some au-
thorities have suggested using 
pesticides that act as suffocants, 
such as horticulture oils or in-
secticidal soap. But the chances 
of controlling the mite before it 
starts feeding are very remote, 
he said.

Infection can also take place 
without the mites. “It can be 
spread during the grafting pro-
cess, which is a common produc-
tion practice for most garden ros-
es,” Trinklein said. “This makes it 
very important that you purchase 
roses from a reliable source.”

Time heals all, and for rose 
rosette it will take time to stem 
the tide.

“When a majority of wild roses 
are eventually killed by the dis-
ease, then that host will no longer 
act as a reservoir for the patho-
gen,” Trinklein said. “Once we get 
rid of that natural storehouse of 
inoculum, it will be more difficult 
for the disease to spread.”

In the meantime, Trinklein says 
don’t give up on roses.

Rose rosette continues 
to plague garden roses

Damage from rose rosette disease. WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY, BUGWOOD.ORG

By Special to The Express

Grilling season presents 
ample opportunities to ex-
plore new culinary hori-
zons. Just about anything 
that can be cooked indoors 
also can be prepared out-
doors over an open flame. 
And many foodies insist 
that grilling produces 
unique flavors that simply 
cannot be replicated when 
cooking via other means.

Individuals looking to 
stray from grilling sea-
son staples like hot dogs 
and hamburgers can try 
this recipe for “Mojito 
Fish Steaks” courtesy of 
Andrew Schloss’ “Cooking 
Slow: Recipes for Slowing 
Down and Cooking More” 
(Chronicle Books).

Mojito Fish Steaks
Makes 4 servings

4 firm-fleshed fish 
steaks, such as salmon, 
swordfish, kingfish, or 
sable, each 6 to 8 ounces, 
about 3⁄4-inch thick

2 tablespoons olive oil, 
plus more for brushing

sea salt and freshly 
ground black pepper

For the Mojito Mop:
3 tablespoons light rum
Juice and finely grated 

zest of 1 large lime
1 tablespoon canola oil
1 teaspoon hot-pepper 

sauce
1 tablespoon sugar
4 tablespoons chopped 

fresh mint leaves

Light a grill for indi-
rect low heat, about 200 F. 
If using a charcoal grill, 
build a small charcoal fire 
at one end of the grill. 
If using a gas grill, set a 
burner at one end of the 
grill to medium-low. Put 
the grill grate on the grill 
and clean the grill grate 
with a wire brush.

Coat the fish steaks with 

2 tablespoons olive oil and 
season with salt and pep-
per. Set aside for 5 minutes.

Meanwhile, make the 
mop: In a small bowl, stir 
together the rum, lime 
juice, canola oil, hot-pepper 
sauce, sugar, and 3 table-
spoons of the mint leaves.

Brush the grill grate 
with olive oil. Put the fish 
on the grill away from the 
heat, spoon 1 tablespoon 
of the mop over each fish 
steak, cover the grill, and 
cook until the fish steaks 
flake to gentle pressure, 
about 1 hour, basting with 
mop about every 5 minutes.

Serve each fish steak 
scattered with the remain-
ing chopped mint and the 
lime zest.

Fire up the grill for fish

By Special to The Express

Many people insist grill-
ing has no peers when it 
comes to cooking meth-
ods. Part of the allure of 
grilling is undoubtedly the 
chance to spend time out-
doors in warm weather, 
which is when many people 
do the bulk of their cook-
ing over an open flame. 
But grilling also produces 
unique flavors that simply 
can’t be replicated.

It might be impossible to 
match the flavor of foods 
cooked over an open flame, 
but that doesn’t mean those 
flavors can’t be augmented. 
Grillmasters can try these 
strategies to improve the 
flavor profile of their favor-
ite grilled dishes.

• Add some wood. Wood 
is often utilized to add 
some extra flavor when 
smoking foods, but it also 
can add flavor when grill-
ing in a more traditional 
way. Wood chips can be 
soaked in water or even 

wine or beer so they don’t 
burn so quickly that the 
flavor gains are negligible. 
Wood chunks or logs will 
burn slower than chips, 
so there’s no need to soak 
them. Wood imparts a 
unique flavor to grilled 
foods, making meals even 
more delicious.

• Apply a dry rub to the 
food. Dry rubs are made 
from dry ingredients like 
herbs and spices. Dry rubs 
don’t penetrate the meat 
too deeply, which means 
they don’t need much time 
to add flavor. That’s ideal 
for people who decide to 
grill at the last minute and 
want to add flavor even if 
they don’t have the time to 
marinate their meat.

• Bring meat to room 
temperature prior to put-
ting it on the grill. Meat 
that goes directly from the 
refrigerator to the grill is 
likely to cook unevenly, 
which can affect the over-
all flavor of the meal. But 
this issue is easily over-

come by taking the meat 
out of the fridge about 20 
to 30 minutes before put-
ting it on the grill. Do-
ing so lets the meat reach 
room temperature and in-
creases the likelihood it 
will cook evenly.

• Season your vegetables, 
too. Meat and other pro-
teins might garner the bulk 
of the grilling attention, 
but vegetables are wor-
thy additions to any grill 
grate. Grilled vegetables 
can be made even more 
flavorful with some light 
seasoning with a little ko-
sher salt and/or black pep-
per before placing them on 
the grill. As the vegetables 
cook, they will absorb the 
salt, which adds to their 
flavor profile. Dried herbs 
also can be used to season 
grilled vegetables for even 
more flavor.

Grilled foods are incred-
ibly flavorful. That flavor 
profile can be even better 
when grillmasters employ 
a few simple techniques.

How to improve the flavor 
profile of grilled foods

Thank you for supporting local journalism!
We strive to provide your last word in responsible news reports,

local perspectives, accurate information and valuable advertising.
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ARLO AND JANIS

BIG NATE

THE BORN LOSER

FRANK AND ERNEST

MONTY

THAT A BABY

SUDOKU

HERMAN

CROSSWORD

Expand your interests. Look for unique ways to 
advance your skills, knowledge and experience. 
Consider what attributes you can add to your re-
sume or how best to cut back financially to make 
your lifestyle fit your income. Determine what’s 
important to you and fine-tune your lifestyle to 
fulfill your dreams. Distance yourself from people 
bent on tempting you. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Be creative and do 
unique things. Evaluate your situation and take 
responsibility for your happiness. Put together a 
to-do list and a budget, and you’ll put your mind 
at ease. Focus on your health. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Don’t take on too much. 
Watch from a distance rather than participate. 
Study and analyze what’s going on, then decide 
how to handle the changes others make. Don’t 
feel intimidated. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Don’t get involved 
in unsavory activities. Intelligent suggestions will 
be well received, which will encourage you to fol-
low through with your plans. Helping others will 
make you feel good. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Pay attention to 
personal growth, financial gains and changes of 
direction. Focus on what interests you most and 
join groups that can help you expand your knowl-
edge and earning potential. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Emotional distress, 
responsibilities and dealing with changes you 
have no control over will keep you busy. Channel 
your energy into finding solutions. Don’t over-
spend to get your way.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- A serious 
discussion with a loved one will bring you closer 

to each other. Be open and receptive, and you’ll 
discover something that will help set the stage for 
a valuable piece of teamwork. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- You’ll get help 
making your life easier and your home comfort-
able. Your quick wit will create new beginnings 
and help you find ways to use your talents to 
bring in more cash. Stick to the facts. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Put more effort 
into fitness and health. Make a point to work 
toward becoming a lean, mean machine who can 
outmatch anyone who messes with you. Personal 
improvements will fetch compliments. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Someone will offer 
a false impression. Beware of manipulative peo-
ple who plan to put you in a difficult position. Be 
smart, stick close to home and protect what you 
have worked hard to achieve. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Rethink what you 
want to convey. If you agree to something too 
quickly, you’ll end up in an awkward position. 
Listen to what others say, assess the situation and 
make suggestions. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Don’t mess with 
authority figures. Stick to the rules and stay 
under budget. Don’t let your emotions take you 
down a path that’s not sustainable. Monitor your 
finances. Declutter your space. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Pay attention to how 
you look, feel and treat others. Investing in a make-
over or changing your fitness routine to ensure a 
healthier lifestyle will make you rethink your future. 

* * *
COPYRIGHT 2021 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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ASTROGRAPH  BY EUGENIA LAST

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are format-
ted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 
1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order 
in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

PREVIOUS ANSWER
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Find the stuff you want and sell the stuff you don’t
with  classifieds.

HAVE A PET OR PUPPIES 
TO SELL? Call us.  You can 
even pay over the phone.
660-665-2808.

July 8-9, 8am-2pm. 13 Kell-
wood Dr, Kirksville. House-
hold items, Kitchen, Xmas
Décor, Art, Clothes, Books,
Small Appliances, Linens,
Rugs. All must go! Dis-
counts on Saturday.

Garage Sale
YARD SALESTruman State

University
is accepting applications

for the following positions:

To apply, visit 
employment.truman.edu

or contact HR at 
hrstaff@truman.edu

EOE/AA/ADA

Assistant Building Manager
Union and Involvement 

Services

65
76

96
jt

99 Chevy 3/4 ton, 4x4, 5th
wheel ball, runs good.
$2800.00, 660-342-5933.

Trucks, 4x4's, SUV's

SCOTT HUSKEY'S HOME
SERVICE R-10 Foundation
Enclosure Systems for
manufactured, modular, &
site built homes. Saves on
utilities and prevents
freeze ups. General main-
tenance and repairs since
1972 573-696-3468 "GO
DAWGS"

New Holland LS180 skid
loader, 2861 hours, open
station, aux hyd, hand and
foot control. Just serviced,
good running machine.
$17,500.00 660-639-2111

Miscellaneous
Heavy EquipmentSERVICES
TRANSPORTATION

KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS ADS 
SELL! Call for more information and 
specials. 660-665-2808.

Have items to sell? Have too 
much stuff? Let us help you 
get the most for it!
Call 660-665-2808.

Conagra Brands in Macon is now 
hiring for all shifts, both  full-time 

and part-time positions in 
Production, Sanitation and 

Maintenance.

WEEKLY 
ATTENDANCE 
& EMPLOYEE 
REFERRAL 

BONUS

648189ch

Join the Conagra Brands team in Macon with competitive 
hourly starting pay of $18.37 per hour, and an excellent 

life insurance.

Salary positions in Sanitation and Maintenance 
are also available.

Open interviews are conducted each Wednesday in the plant 
between 9 AM and 11 AM, and other times by appointment.

Apply online at jobs.conagra.com/careers and follow the 

WANTED TO BUY: Harley
Davidson's, any year, any
condition, cash money.
Days 660-263-1356 or
660-537-0068

Wanted
99 Chevy 3/4 ton, 4x4, 5th
wheel ball, runs good.
$2800.00, 660-342-5933.

WANTED TO BUY: Harley
Davidson's, any year, any
condition, cash money.
Days 660-263-1356 or
660-537-0068

Wevers Outside Wood Fur-
naces, have an assortment
of parts, line, and etc. Call
6 6 0 - 4 2 3 - 5 2 4 2 ,  c e l l
660-216-9885. Open 6 p.m. -
9 p.m. Monday - Friday,
Saturday anytime, call
first.

MotorcyclesWood & Accessories DIRT WORK All types of
excavation, reclaiming
overgrown fields, includ-
ing CRP and WRP. Building
site preparation, creating
new trails and crossings,
Food plot development
and maintenance. Leveling
and grading, wetland con-
struction and mainte-
nance. Pond and lake
cleaning and construction.
C a l l  f o r  q u o t e s .
660-342-2701

RECREATION
Home grown tomatoes,
$10.00 a box. Zucchini,
cucumber, onion, cabbage,
$.50 each. Beets, soon
have potatoes, beans, can-
ning tomatoes. Schmucker
7 miles North Kirksville to
Ft. Madison Way, East 1/2
mile.

Chat/Dirt/Gravel
Miscellaneous

AKC registered Labrador
retriever puppies for sale
$1200. Dew claws re-
moved, dewormed and
first shots. 573-701-1698

True modulars 30 to 60 day
delivery available, 3 and 4
bedroom. 573-657-7040
chateauhomes.net

MERCHANDISE
Pets & Supplies

WANTED TO BUY: Farm
Machinery and Estates.
Call James L. Johnston.
573-473-4904

SPRAY FOAM INSTALLA-
TION! We install open and
closed cell spray foam.
Strengthen your building
and block drafts! Over 1
Million bd. ft. applied. Con-
tact Lester at 641-208-7071,
Spray Tex LLC 16302 192nd
Street Bloomfield IA 52537

Stock mobile homes avail-
able: We gottem, single
and doublewide 3 and 4
bedroom! Call Tuffy
573-657-2176
amegamobilehomes.com

Construction-Services

New Holland LS180 skid
loader, 2861 hours, open
station, aux hyd, hand and
foot control. Just serviced,
good running machine.
$17,500.00 660-639-2111

Wanted Single Female, non
smoker, age 35-55 for a
date, I am 50, 5'10 HWP,
from Seattle but have lived
in Kirksville for 10 years.
Trustworthy, honest, good
looking, and personable,
Seeking the same. Lets
have an easy breezy movie
date .  Text  me at
425-501-2202 Mark

AVAILABLE stock mobile
homes immediately, dou-
ble wide and single, 3 and
4 bedroom. 573-499-9993
columbiadiscounthomes.c
om

8N Ford tractor, runs good.
660-626-7718.

Tomatoes $2.00 lb, Zucchi-
ni $ .50, Cucumbers $ .50,
Green Onions and More
Produce Coming Soon.
Kauffman Produce 11538
Iceberg Ave, LaPlata MO
63549

Equipment & Supplies Personals Mobile Homes For Sale
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT                        Case Number: 22AR-PR00067 
OF ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI JUVENILE DIVISION
JUDGE KRISTIE JEAN SWAIM

In the Estate of CHARLES E CONKIN, Deceased.

Notice of Letters Testamentary Granted
(Supervised Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of CHARLES E CONKIN, 
Decedent:
On June 09, 2022, the last will of the decedent having been admitted to 
probate, the following individual was appointed personal representative 
of the estate of CHARLES E CONKIN, decedent by the Probate Division 
of the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri. The names and address-
es of the co-personal representatives are:
Artis E. Ball, 605 Fairview Drive, Kirksville, MO 63501
Susan C. Branscom, 107 Manor Road, Kirksville, MO 63501
The personal representatives’ attorney’s name, business address and 
phone number is:
Wallace W. Trosen, One Crown Drive, Suite 102, Kirksville, MO 63501, 
660-665-4070
All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims in court within 
six months from the date of the first publication of this notice or if a 
copy of this notice was mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by the 
personal representative, then within two months from the date it was 
mailed or served, whichever is later, or be forever barred to the fullest 
extent permissible by law. Such six-month period and such two-month 
period do not extend the limitation period that would bar claims one 
year after the decedent’s death, as provided in Section 473.444, RSMo, 
or any other applicable limitation periods. Nothing in Section 473.033, 
RSMo, shall be construed to bar any action against a decedent’s liabil-
ity insurance carrier through a defendant ad litem pursuant to Section 
537.021, RSMo.
Date of the decedent’s death: March 18, 2022
Date of first publication: June 18, 2022
Publication Dates: 6-18-2022, 6-25-2022, 7-2-2022, 7-9-2022
Linda Decker 
Adair County Circuit Clerk 

AGRI-BUSINESS REAL ESTATE SALESANNOUNCEMENTS Miscellaneous

CLASSIFIEDS
OPEN 8:00  - 5:00   MONDAY - FRIDAY  |  701 EAST LAHARPE SUITE C, KIRKSVILLE, MO
660.665.2808  | WWW.KIRKSVILLEDAILYEXPRESS.COM

SHOP THE MARKETPLACE 
IN PRINT OR ONLINE!

WE MAKE IT SO EASY TO 
SELL YOUR STUFF AND

Kirksville Daily Express

HOLIDAY SPECIAL/ BUSINESS SPECIALHOUSING FOR RENTPETS

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

$5 $5 $750
TRUCKS AND CARS

• 25 Words
• Plus Photo
• 3 Days

$7
DEADLINES: 2 Days prior at noon Display:Display:

Make some Make some 
cash!cash!Make some Make some 
cash!cash!
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Garrett-Vogel Nuptials
Allison Jean Garrett and 
Carter James Vogel of 

Moberly, MO, were united in 
marriage on May 18, 2019.

Welcome, Hayley Ryan!
Born April 22, 2019

9 lbs. 22 inches
Proud Parents

Lydia & Mike Ryan

Cunningham Graduation
Allison Jean Cunningham, 
daughter of Pam and Mark 

Cunningham, graduated from 
Mizzou on October 6, 2019.

Celebrate your happy news with your 
community through the local newspaper.

Birthdays • Retirements • Graduations • Birth Announcements
Memorials • Engagements • Weddings • Anniversaries

CALL TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD!

CROSSWORD SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are format-
ted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 
1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order 
in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are format-
ted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 
1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order 
in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

PREVIOUS ANSWER

PREVIOUS ANSWER

Please support the proud advertisers that power your community paper.
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This Directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services. The Church Listings below
are provided at NO CHARGE to our area churches in Kirksville. If your Church is not listed, please call us at 660-665-2808.

Faith Lutheran Church
1820 S. Baltimore, Baltimore & LaHarpe
David Lukefahr, Pastor
7:30 a.m. The Lutheran Hour KLTE
8:15 a.m. Worship Service Peace, Milan
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study Faith
9:00 a.m. Sunday School Faith
10:15 a.m. Worship Service Faith
10:00 p.m. Issues, Etc. 107.9 KLTE
www.faithkirksville.org
Hamilton Street Baptist 
Church
802 W. Hamilton
8:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
www.hamiltonstreet.org
Rehoboth Baptist Church
100 Pfeiffer Rd.
Curtis Ferguson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
rbchurch.net • 660-665-7577
First Presbyterian Church 
(USA)
201 S. High at McPherson
Communion 1st Sunday
9:30 a.m. Morning Worship.
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time.
11:00 a.m. Church School/all ages
5:30 p.m. College Fellowship
Kirksville Church of Christ
110 Pfeiffer Ave.
Elders/Pastors: Dan Green,
Dean Hansen
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship
Weds 6:30p.m. Bible Study
www.kvcoc.org
First Baptist Church
207 E. Washington
Jason Marlin, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible Study for all ages
10:45 a.m. Worship & Kidz Worship
firstbaptistkirksville.com
Faith United Methodist Church
1602 E. Illinois
Pastor: Joshua Ritzheimer
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Southside Baptist Church
1010 W. Burton
Pastor: Aaron Rodgerson
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preaching
6.30 p.m. Evening Service
First Church of God
2900 S. Halliburton
Chad Earhart
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
www.kirksvillechurchofgod.com
Kirksville Nazarene Church
2302 N. Lincoln Road
Mark Czanderna, Lead Pastor
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
www.kvnazarene.org≠≠
Central Church of Christ
2010 S. Halliburton
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 am. Worship Service
Faith Baptist Church
502 N. Florence
Pastors: Brandon Rhea & Robert Price
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
12:00 p.m. Noon Lunch
1:30 p.m. Worship
The Crossing Church
810 E. Shepherd Ave.
9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Sunday Service
www.thecrossing.net
Grace Community Bible 
Church
1501 E. Northtown Rd.
Benjamin Jorden, Pastor
Affiliated with the Evangelical Free
Church of America
9:30 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
12 p.m., 5 p.m., 6 p.m. Small groups
KirksvilleGCBC@gmail.com
www.KirksvilleGCBC.com • 
660.665.1615
First United Methodist Church
300 E. Washington
Pastors - Rev. Scott Beard &  
Rev. Jennifer Finley
9:45 a.m. Worship In Person & Online
kvumc.org
Pure Air Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
TBA Bible Study
Church of God of Prophecy
807 Benton Way
Pastor: Rob Linhart
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Evening Service
Fellowship Baptist Church
1701 S. Jamison St., Kirksville
Larry Gibson, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
fbck@sbcglobal.net
www.fellowshipbc.org • 660-665-0633
Yarrow Methodist Church
Highway N., Yarrow
Guest Pastors
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Mary Immaculate Catholic 
Church
Weekday Masses: Tuesday: 5:30 p.m.
Wed.& Friday: 7 a.m. Thursday: 
8 a.m.
Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Catholic Newman Center
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Sunday
7:00 a.m. Monday
9:00 p.m. Wednesday
Union Temple Church 
Southwest of Kirksville
Alan Coonfield, Pastor
Every Sunday Evening
5-5:30 p.m. Bible Study
5:30-6:30 p.m. Church Service
Sugar Creek Baptist Church
5 mi South on Hwy 3
Pastor, Virgil K. Jones
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hazel Creek Primitive Baptist 
Church
2 mi. W. Greentop on Rt. K then 1/2 mi. S.
Elder Dillion Thurman, minister
Services on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
10:30 a.m. Song Service
11:00 a.m. Preaching
Meadow Brook  
Christian Church
602 E. Washington
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 Morning Worship
St. Rose of Lima Catholic 
Church
Novinger, Mo.
7:30 a.m. Sunday
Life Church of Kirksville
112 W. Potter
Jeremy Pingle, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Service
Community Presbyterian 
Church
210 N. Owensby, LaPlata, Mo
Rev. John Becker, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Service

Cornerstone Church
1702 N Elson St Kirksville, MO
Jeremy Broach, Senior Pastor
Chad Stearman, Associate Pastor
Sunday 10 am - Morning Worship
Wednesday 6:30 pm-8 pm Family 
Ministry Night
www.cornerstonechurch.faith

 Countryside Christian Church
S. Boundary St. Rt. H, Troy Mills
Preacher, Harold R. Engel
8:30 - 9:45 a.m. Blended Worship
10:00 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. High School-College Youth 
meet
www.countrysidekv.com

Gifford Christian Church
Minister: Darren Potter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship

Lake Road Chapel
22963 Potter Trail
Pastors: Andrew Turner, Andy Thompson, 
David Kelly
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
Service
www.lakeroadchapel.org

Church of God (Holiness)
1601 N. Elson
Pastor Ralph E. Wheeler, Jr.
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship

New Hope  
Evangelical Church
620 Steer Creek Way
9:30 - 10:20 a.m. Bible Class
10:20 - 10:30 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Darrell Draper, Pastor
660-341-0000
Jim Maxey, Calling Pastor
660-665-6949 or 660-216-4183

First Assembly of God
2401 S. High
Jeff Arp, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
(Communion First Sunday of the Month)
6:30 p.m. Evening Praise
www.KirksvilleFirst.com

First Liberty Full Gospel
1302 E. Filmore
Rev. Fred Baker, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship

Novinger Baptist Church
Highway 6 & 149
Rev. Darrell Crooks, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)
High & Harrison
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Sunday School

The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter 
Day Saints
2000 E. Normal
Kirksville First Ward Bishop John Grider
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sunday Services
Kirksville Second Ward Bishop Isaac Ison
9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Sunday Services

Trinity Episcopal Church
124 N. Mulanix
Rev. Amy L. Fallon, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Seventh Day  
Adventist Church
1301 N. Elson
Curtis Denney, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sabbath School (Saturday)
11:00 a.m. Worship Service (Saturday)
Fellowship Dinner on 4th Saturday.

United Methodist Church
Brashear Charge, Brashear
Lay Minister, Nancy Douglas
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Singspiration - 1st Sunday

Willow Bend Association East 
Center Community Church
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship

Illinois Bend Community 
Church
Highway 3
Pastor Terry Hunsaker
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
660-349-0052

Baring Community Church
11:00 a.m. Worship.

Downing Christian Church
430 E. Prime Street
Minister Walker Franke
Associate Minister Larry Smith
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Service
660-379-2329

Willow Bend Church
Find Us on Facebook for Event Schedule

New Hope Methodist  
Reformed 
Church - Millard
9:15 a.m. Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Worship

Greentop Community Church
Highway K, Greentop, Mo.
Pastor: Lynae McFarland
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Trinity United Fellowship 
Church
Pastor: Lorne Arber
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Lancaster United  
Methodist Church
Pastor: Joshua Ritzheimer
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School

Shekinah Mennonite Church
15981 Blueberry Way, Kirksville
John Mark Miller, Pastor Roger Berry
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. 2nd Sunday - hymn sing
6:00 p.m. 4th Sunday of month Topic

Bethel Community Church
12 miles NE of Kirksville on Rt. T
Marvin Cross, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Kid’s Klub/Youth Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship.
Lancaster Baptist Church
Southeast Side of Square, Lancaster
Lonnie Johnson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Grace Bible Baptist Church
Greencastle, Mo.
Rev. Earl Baker, Pastor
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
5:00 p.m. Evening Service
Winigan Christian Church
Ryan Crist, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
First Baptist Church
Winigan, Winigan, Mo.
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Fairview Baptist Church
53610 Knob Hill Road, Pollock
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
6:00 p.m. Sunday Evening
Bible Missionary Church
508 S. Main St.
Bro. Glenn Kiger, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Full Gospel Church
404 North Elson
Ola York, Pastor
2:00 p.m. Wednesday Bible Study
2:00 p.m. Saturday Afternoon Service
LaPlata Christian Church
Scott McNay, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Service
Christ’s Family Church
531 N. Baltimore
Glenn Berry, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
www.cfckvmo.com • cfckvmo@gmail.
com

Queen City Christian Church
Queen City, Mo.
Bud Cornwell, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible School
10:30 a.m. Communion/worship Hour
United Pentecostal Church
1502 E. Northtown Road
David E. Brown, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
Brashear Community Bible 
Church
Donny Powell, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
660-323-5305
First Baptist Church of LaPlata
B. J. McAlpin, Pastor
9:00 am “Donut Hole” Fellowship
9:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Worship
6:00 pm Monday – AWANA
http://laplatafbc.org/
Email: laplatafbc@gmail.com
Hazel Creek Free Will Baptist 
Church
8 mi. N.W. of Kirksville on Rt. B.
Tim Hodges, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Worthington Baptist Church
Worthington, Mo.
Roger Busnell, Pastor
9.30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
The Salvation Army
1004 W. Gardner
Brian and Michelle Bump, Pastors
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship Service
5:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Queen City First Baptist 
Church
6th at Washington St.
Robert Smith, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
ELCA
North of Queen City go East on Rt. O
Pastor, Bill Iammatteo-Code
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hurdland First Baptist Church
Robert Shobe, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
7:30 p.m. Sun. & Weds. Worship and/
or Bible Study
Colony Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. 4th Sunday worship
Cornerstone Community 
Church
Meeting at the Fohn Family Center 404
N. Elson
9:30 a.m. Sunday Small Group Bible
Study designed for adults
Locust Hill Community Church
Rt. I, Novelty, Mo
William Gaines, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
New Harmony Free Will 
Baptist
3 miles West of Greentop on Rt. K
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
Word Alive! Family Church
Hwy 63, Greentop
Pastors: Robert Gange
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship, Adult
service, Childrens Church
Schuyler County Church  
of Faith
Highway 136 East, Lancaster
Sonny Smyser, Pastor
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Sunday Services
11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday Class
3rd Sunday Fellowship dinner 12 noon
Gospel Outreach Church
209 W. Washington
Norman Keller, Pastor
Gonda Manning, Co pastor
7:00 p.m. Thursday Services
7:00 p.m. Sunday Services
Victory Baptist Church  
Of Greentop
-Meets at the Willmathsville  
Community
Church on Hwy A.
Pastor Joshua Wesley
10:30 a.m. Worship

Come worship  
with us!

Trust in   
the LORD 
and do good; 
Dwell in the 
land and 
cultivate 
faithfulness.
Psalm 37:3

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Kirksville Area

“Jesus 
answered, 
‘I am the 
way and the 
truth and the 
life. No one 
comes to the 
Father except 
through me.”
John 14:16

“I can do 
everything 
through him  
who gives  
me strength.”
Philippians 4:13

THIS WEEK’S FEATURED CHURCH
Southside Baptist Church

Coffee & Donut  
$2.25

Breakfast & Lunch
Specials everyday

(tax included) 637040s
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