Public Works
director updates
city council on
East Locust Creek
Water Project

By Marty Bachman
Kirksville Daily Express

The Kirksville City Council received
an update from Public Works Director
Glenn Balliew on the East Locust Creek
Water Project during a study session
held on Feb. 14. City Manager Mari
Macomber said the agenda item was
being discussed due to questions being
asked by council members about spend-
ing money on the city’s infrastructure
and how the project influences the city.

Macomber told the council that
the East Locust Creek Water Project
originally began in 2001, focused on
providing water to certain entities
within the East Locust Creek Water
Protection District. At time, the city
of Milan was out of water and strug-
gling to attain water and this was the
catalyst of the plan. She said that it
then evolved into a much bigger proj-
ect, which became more focused on
recreation and tourism and a desire
to create a tourist attraction to draw
in visitors, not just locally but from
around the state and even further.

In a presentation to the council, Bal-
liew explained that this is a federal proj-
ect that was originally meant for the
neighboring 10 counties and that Adair
County wasn’t added on until later.

“When it went out for comment in
2014, Adair County was not a part of
this, it was the Green Hills region and
somehow, down the road, Adair County
got added to it,” Balliew told the coun-
cil. “I assume they needed the popu-
lation numbers to make this correct.”

He said the district did an evalua-
tion in 2016, with the goal of identify-
ing existing drinking water sources to
provide sufficient, raw water to thel0
county region in north/central Mis-
souri. He said that East Locust Creek
is the only place in the north/central
area where any project is located.

“What they’ve done is they’ve clus-
tered us with other people to make us
look like we have an inadequate water
supply,” he said. “...It’s very misleading.”

Balliew said that the report stat-
ed there was an inadequate supply
of water in Hazel Creek in the late
1950s — and yet Hazel Creek wasn’t
established until 1983.

“It’s just very, very misleading,” he
reiterated.

Balliew said that he ran his own
numbers and determined that the city
has 744 days of water in each lake and
with the city pulling three million

See WATER, Page A2

By City of Kirksville

Kirksville Fire Depart-
ment personnel, this week
completed a two-week Haz-
ardous Materials Technician
course. This 80-hour, highly
technical, state certification
course qualifies fire depart-
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a Hazardous Materials Technician course this past week.

Firefighters complete Hazardous
Materials Technician course

ment personnel to respond
to transportation, industri-
al, or agricultural incidents
involving the release — or
potential release — of toxic,
corrosive, flammable, and
otherwise dangerous solids,
liquids and gases, as well
as biological and chemical

warfare agents.

Course content included
chemical identification; haz-
ard assessment; chemical
detection, monitoring, and
sampling; personal protec-
tive selection and use; de-
contamination; and product
control techniques. Train-

ing was funded by an Assis-
tance to Firefighter’s Grant
(AFG) awarded by the Feder-
al Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

The Kirksville Fire De-
partment responds to approx-
imately 75 hazardous materi-
als emergencies a year.

Reservations still availahble to attend
‘Buy Local’ seminars at the Hampton inn

By Marty Bachman
Kirksville Daily Express

The “Buy Local” campaign
seminars being sponsored by
the Kirksville Daily Express,
are continuing throughout
the week and into next week
as well. The meetings are be-
ing conducted by Jim Perry,
a consultant hired by Phillips
Media Group, owners of the
Kirksville Daily Express,
The NEMO Trader and the
Kirksville Crier.

The events are being held
at the Kirksville Hampton
Inn and are by reservation
only, which can be made by
calling 660-665-2808.

See SEMINARS, Page A2
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Parks and Recreation
director lays out timeline
for Parks Master Plan

‘It’s a nightmare’

Texts reveal last-ditch efforts
to save Parson’s health director

By Marty Bachman
Kirksville Daily Express

Kirksville Parks and
Recreation Director Rod-
ney Sadler updated the city
council on the city parks
master plan at a study ses-
sion held on Feb. 14.

Sadler spoke about the
contract the city recently
signed with Landworks Stu-
dio of Olathe, Kan., to serve
as consultants on a compre-
hensive parks plan. He of-
fered the council a timeline
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and said that it would be
an eight to nine month pro-
cess that they are looking to
start in the next week or so.

“We should be done in Oc-
tober is kind of the plan,” he
said. “A lot of the main parts
of community engagement
and things like that will be in
the summer, which is great
— there will be a lot of time
when people are out using
the parks.”

He said that the city has
given Landworks Studio a lot
of information to begin work-

The Kirksville City Council heard an update on the city
parks master plan at a study session held on Feb. 14.

ing with and that’s part of
the initiation and discovery
phase of the project. He said
that the information given in-
cludes all of the current con-

tracts and MOU agreements,
historical budget data over
the past five years, rental

See PARKS, Page A2
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By Jason Hancock
and Tessa Weinberg
Missouri Independent

The questions
from state senators
hadn’t even begun,
and Donald Kauer-
TE——— auf’s staff were al-
ready in a panic.

Chants from pro-
testers opposing
his nomination as
state health director
echoed through the
hearing room, and as
she sat with Kauerauf

OBITUARIES INSIDE

Irma Letitia Muir, 96

waiting for his turn
to testify, Lisa Cox,
spokeswoman for the
Missouri Department
of Health and Senior
Services, sent a text
message to her coun-
terpart in Gov. Mike
Parson’s office.

“In the hearing
room,” Cox wrote.
“It’s a nightmare.”

Kauerauf had been
Parson’s health di-
rector for barely five

See HEALTH, Page A3

Volume 121, No. 14



A2

Wednesday, February 23,2022 | KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS

News

NRMC recognized for excellence with

In Your Own Backyard:

Kirksville events for Feb.

By Submitted by Debi Boughton

Debi Boughton, Kirksville
Tourism Director, has some
suggestions for enjoying time
“In Your Own Backyard.” For
any activities, be sure to keep
at least six feet distance be-
tween you and others, wear a
mask, wash hands frequently,
and do not touch your face. If
you have ideas or suggestions
email: debi.boughton@visit-
kirksville.com

Wednesday, February 24

This is National TRIO Week.
The Federal TRIO programs
are designed to foster great-
er educational equity through
their work with qualified stu-
dents who have been histor-
ically underrepresented in
higher education. This year for

State University will focus on
its Upward Bound Program
and its McNair Program, shar-
ing the impact they both have
on and off campus. They will
also discuss Pre-McNair and
the history of TRIO on KTRM
radio this evening at 6:00 p.m.

February 24-27

Truman Theater Depart-
ment’s third production of the
year is a musical entitled “S
Lesbians Eating A Quiche” will
be performed online nightly at
7:30 p.m. Feb. 24-27. Tickets
are $6 and available now at
boxoffice.truman.edu. Once a
ticket has been purchased de-
tailed information on how to
access the live stream will be
provided. For more informa-
tion, contact the Truman The-
atre Box Office at 660.785.4515

24-March 3

5:30 p.m. Monday thru Friday.

Saturday, February 25

Did you know the local sled-
ding hill and Rotary Park has
been recognized by Missouri
Life Magazine? Bundle up and
go sledding at Rotary Park.
Wear your mittens and bring
your own sleds! For more
information call Kirksville
Parks and Rec at 660-627-148S.

Sunday, February 26

Today is National Fairytale
Day. Remember all those fairy
tales by the Brothers Grimm
and the sweet ones by Hans
Christian Anderson? Celebrate
by reading your favorite fairy
tale out loud to a child or tell a
favorite fairy tale or make up
a new one. Remember, all the
good ones start with “Once

ACC chest pain center accreditation

Submitted by NRMC

The American College of Car-
diology has recognized Northeast
Regional Medical Center for its
demonstrated expertise and com-
mitment in treating patients with
chest pain. NRMC was awarded
Chest Pain Center Accreditation
in February based on rigorous
onsite evaluation of the staff’s
ability to evaluate, diagnose and
treat patients who may be expe-
riencing a heart attack.

According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
more than 730,000 Americans
suffer a heart attack each year.
The most common symptom of
a heart attack for both men and
women is chest pain or discom-
fort. However, women are more
likely to have atypical symptoms.
Other heart attack symptoms in-
clude, but are not limited to, tin-

arms, back, shoulder, neck or jaw,
shortness of breath, cold sweat,
unusual tiredness, heartburn-like
feeling, nausea or vomiting, sud-
den dizziness and fainting.
Hospitals that have earned ACC
Chest Pain Center Accreditation
have proven exceptional compe-
tency in treating patients with
heart attack symptoms. They have
streamlined their systems from ad-
mission to evaluation to diagnosis
and treatment all the way through
to appropriate post-discharge care
and recommendations and assis-
tance in patient lifestyle changes.
“NRMC has demonstrated its
commitment to providing Kirks-
ville and the surrounding com-
munities with excellent heart
care,” said Deepak L. Bhatt, MDD,
MPH, FACC, chair of the ACC Ac-
creditation Management Board.
“ACC Accreditation Services is
proud to award NRMC with Chest

National TRIO Week, Truman

between

11:30 a.m.

and Upon a Time.”

gling or discomfort in one or both

Pain Center Accreditation.”
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gallons of water a day,
they have plenty of wa-
ter. He said that based
on the driest year, 1953,
Kirksville still had over 25
inches of precipitation in
that year. He said that the
annual rainfall totals from
1971 to 2000 was 33 to
39 inches and that Forest
Lake will fill up with four
inches of rain as it gets a
lot of runoff.

“We are just in no jeop-
ardy of running out of wa-

ter and we got a lot of it,”
Balliew told the council.
He said that over $45 mil-
lion has been invested in the
project, which is expect-
ed to have a $100 million
final price tag. According
to the study, water rates
Adair County pays per 5,000
gallons is $36.34, while
Sullivan County is paying
$65.40. He told the coun-
cil that Rural Water, which
buys from the city, has no
intention of buying their
water from the East Locust
Creek Water District.
“There’s just a lot of
complications with them

trying to take water from
there,” he said. “And the
fact that they have all this
water shortage, that lake
can only put out seven mil-
lion gallons a day, we can
put out six million a day
with our pumps. That’s
where they were inaccu-
rate, too.”

He said he didn’t think
there was any jeopardy in
Rural Water ever taking
water from them as their
prices are too high and
that they can’t produce
enough of it due to obli-
gations promised to other
entities.

GLIK'S
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“I just don’t see that
happening — and they
don’t either because I dis-
cussed it with them,” he
said.

Balliew stressed the im-
portance of the purchase
of a clarifier he had added
to this year’s budget in or-
der to produce more water
and a lot more continui-
ty to put out more water.
A clarifier removes solid
particulates from water.
He said that if a clarifier
goes down, the city will
struggle to treat water.
He said with two clarifiers
holding up to 8 million
gallons, the additional set-
tlement time will bring
much better water to city
residents.

“It allows us to put out
more water and better wa-
ter,” Balliew said. “When

all the stars align, its dry
out, it’s summertime, the
cattle is being watered,
the garden is being wa-
tered, school is at full
capacity, graduation is
going on, all the motels
are full, we’re pushing
four million, we’re push-
ing the limits of the plant
when that happens — and
that happens a few times
a year.”

He said that the county
is growing and that once
the city is producing over
six million gallons, they
need to begin looking
to build a plant south of
town. He said that the de-
partment has contingency
plans should the electric
fail or internet systems go
down, and that they have
water conservation plans
in place with a 24-hour

reserve of water. He said
also, city personnel can
bypass internet systems to
keep manufacturing clean
water.

“I don’t foresee, unless
the electricity and gas
completely run out, that
we can’t keep producing
clean water for the cit-
izens of Adair County,”
he said.

He added that water de-
partment personnel can
tell by water pressure
fluctuations if there’s a
leak in the system some-
where or if firefighters are
tending to a blaze they’re
unaware of. He said that
when a leak is suspected,
it’s “all hands on deck” for
city personnel to find the
problem.

“And we always do... we
find it,” he said.

SEMINARS
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“The Buy Local program
that we’re doing this week
and next week, is designed
to promote and educate,
encourage and stimulate
local residents, business-
es and business owners
to support our local com-
munity,” Perry said. “The
Buy Local project is de-
signed specifically to pull
our community together
— for community support,
for economic development
and tourism development
— for our local community
to move forward in this
post-covid environment.”

Perry said that busi-
nesses don’t want to just
survive, they want to sur-
vive and prosper and that

the intent of the program
was to share ideas. Par-
ticipants in the seminars
have been positive about
what they experienced
there.

Debbie Applegate, of
Applegate Crafts and An-
tiques, said that she en-
joyed the seminar and that
it was informative.

“It helps me figure out
how I can let Kirksville
know that my business ex-
ists out on the Thousand
Hills State Park and just to
let them know to shop lo-
cal,” Applegate said. “This
is very important to keep
all these small businesses
alive.”

Nick Moore, who owns
Maxwell’s, a restaurant in
the downtown area, said
that it provided insight
into marketing he hadn’t

been aware of before.

“It was a great semi-
nar,” he said. “It basically
shows you and teaches you
a bunch of things about
marketing and maybe
something you didn’t know
already.”

With three seminars
still planned for Wednes-
day and one on Friday
this week, and then three
on Wednesday and one on
Thursday next week, Per-
ry said there’s still time
to make a reservation by
calling 660-665-2808.

“There’s no charge,”
Perry said. “There’s still
time for you to come down
and see what you can do to
invest in your community
and buy local.”

Go to kirksvilledailyex-
press.com to see a video
about the seminars.

PARKS

Continued from Page Al

information, how people
use the parks, what the
trails look like, the Kirks-
ville Active Mobility Plan
(KAMP), and all of the old
master plans.

“They’re kind of digest-
ing all that and getting
ready to ask us a whole
lot of questions,” he said.
“Looking forward to that.”

Sadler told the council
they will be having their
Lakes, Parks and Recre-
ation Commission meeting
on March 8 and that Land-
works Studio will be meet-
ing with them via Zoom to
explain the process.

“The 9th will be the vir-
tual kickoff meeting,” he
said. “For that there will
be some different stake-
holder, city staff, some

Lakes, Parks and Recre-
ation Commission mem-
bers and possibly some
council members asked to
participate with that and
they’ll kind of layout what
the next month or two will
look like.”

He said that around the
week of March 16, they’ll
be launching a citizen
survey, which he called
a “statistically valid sur-
vey” that will be mailed
to residents and also have
an online component to it.
From there, Landworks
Studio personnel will be
out in the parks observing
how people use the parks
and trails, gathering info.

There will be two parks
open houses held, where
they hope to fill a large
room with people in or-
der to hold “listening ses-
sions”, one that will in-
clude the city council.

“There will be differ-
ent stakeholder groups
they’ll want to interview
and ask how people are
using parks and what you
feel that we need to look at
as we’re moving forward,”
he said, noting that ten-
tatively on Oct. 3, a final
presentation will be made.

“A lot to do between
now and then but a lot to
still set up and figure out
where we need to go with
this plan,” Sadler said.
“I’'m looking forward to it
though, and getting start-
ed real soon.”

“Very excited to see
where this goes,” said
Mayor Zac Burden.

According to a staff re-
port, the Park Master Plan
will serve as a long-range
vision that will be devel-
oped with input from stake-
holders and all who wish to
participate in the process.

Kirksville Dailp Express
Published Biweekly
701 E. LaHarpe St., Suite C,
Kirksville, MO, 63501
P.O.Box 809 h
Phone 660-665-2808
kirksvilledailyexpress.com

Phillips Media Group, LLC.
Phone: 660.826.1000 or 800.892.7856
©2022 Phillips Media Group | All Rights Reserved

CONTACT THE
KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS

Marty Bachman, Managing Editor
editor @kirksvilledailyexpress.com
Austin Miller, Sports Editor
DailyExpressSports @ gmail.com
Dawn Burgin, Circulation

dburgin @kirksvilledailyexpress.com
Scott Jarvis, Advertising

sjarvis @kirksvilledailyexpress.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES*

(by mail within the state) Wednesday,
Saturday home delivery+digital access

1 month.......ces $27.50

3 months..........cccerrreee.e. $70.62

1 year.. s $199.54

EZ Pay....cccccocmrerncerrssnnenenns $16.66
OUT OF STATE RATES

3 months..........ccoerrreee.e. $81.21

1 year.. s $223.34

USPS 296-060; periodicals postage paid
at Kirksville, Mo., and at additional mail offices.
Postmaster: Send address changes to
701 E. LaHarpe St., Suite C, Kirksville, MO, 63501
(P.O. Box 809).

Published Wednesdays and Saturdays, it may not be
published on the following holidays: New Year’s Day,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving and Christmas.




Obituaries

A3

KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS | Wednesday, February 23, 2022

OBITUARIES

Irma Letitia Muir, 96, of Kirksville,
Missouri passed away Tuesday, Febru-
ary 15,2022, with family
at her side. Born Janu-
ary 27, 1926, in Mabton,
Washington, Irma was
the daughter of the late
Arthur and Mary Walls.
She was preceded in
death by her only broth-
er, Clyde Walls.

The family later moved to Napa, Cali-
fornia where Irma attended elementary
school. When Irma was 16, the family
moved to Brookfield, Missouri where
she was a cheerleader and graduated
with honors.

After high school, Irma enrolled at
the Kirksville State Teachers College.
During this time, Irma met Roy Joe
Beets who was serving in the Navy
as a submariner. After the war ended,
Irma and Joe were married and lived in
Kirksville, Missouri, where they raised
their four sons.

While raising her family, Irma first
worked as a night auditor at the Trav-
eler’s Hotel in Kirksville. In the early
60’s, Irma was hired as head of the
stenographic office at Northeast Mis-
souri State University (NMSU). During
her employment, as Director of Printing
Services, she oversaw the growth of the
small stenographic office into a modern
printing department which created pub-
lications representing NMSU worldwide.
Irma attended conferences across the
United States to stay abreast of the con-

Irma Muir
Jan. 27,1926 — Feh. 15, 222

tinued advancements in technology. Irma
forged many lifetime friendships during
those conferences. She was very proud of
the publications her office produced and
was the recipient of many service awards
during her tenure at NMSU, later named
Truman State University (TSU).

While employed at TSU, Irma was
chair of the 1985 United Way campaign,
reaching the goal and beyond. She was
a lifetime member of the Association of
College and University Printers. She re-
ceived numerous letters of appreciation
and thanks for her professional work at
the printing service.

Irma was proud to say that all four
sons attended NMSU and three com-
pleted their degrees there. Irma retired
from TSU in 1992, from a position and
an institution that she dearly loved.

Irma loved to have fun and enjoyed
several sports. She played tennis. She
also played outfield on her beloved
Kinkajous softball team for the city
league. Irma bowled on several leagues.
She started playing golf after her sons
presented her with a set of golf clubs as
a retirement gift.

It was during her early retirement
years that Irma met and began to date
a widower, Joe Muir. They were mar-
ried on Valentine’s Day in 1996 at the
“The Little White Chapel” in Las Vegas.
Shortly after marriage, they invested
in a retirement property at a mobile
home park in Apache Junction, Arizona,
where they would spend winters and
enjoy playing golf, cards, and pool with

several Canadian “snowbirds” and other
friends. Irma and Joe enjoyed taking
cruises to Alaska and vacationed in
Mexico and Hawaii. They loved dancing
and spending time with friends. Joe fell
ill and passed away in 2009.

After Joe’s death, Irma continued
to winter in Arizona, playing golf and
spending time with friends. When Irma
turned 90, her friends at the park and
several family members held a birthday
party in her honor. In later years, Irma
sold the Arizona property and returned
to live fulltime in Kirksville.

Irma loved her family with uncondi-
tional love. Many of the younger gen-
eration still refer to her as “Grandma.”
Irma loved to babysit the young ones
and prepare delightful meals, always
with a smile on her face. Her family
meant the world to her.

Irma is survived by her four sons and
spouses: Larry (Cindy) Beets of Orange
Beach, Alabama; Ray (Michelle) Beets of
Fort Dodge, Iowa; Michael (Diana) Beets
of Kirksville; and Jay (Billie) Beets of
Kirksville. Grandchildren include: Lisa
Beets Todd, Terry Beets, Kelly Beets,
Michael Spalding, Nicole Oberkirsch,
Richard Limbert, Mason Beets, and
Madeline Beets. She is also survived by
17 great grandchildren, 7 great great
grandchildren, and several nieces

A celebration of Irma’s life with
family and friends will be announced
and held at a later date in the spring.
Arrangements were taken care of by
Travis-Noe Funeral Home of Kirksville.

Missouri officials:
Progress heing made
eliminating feral hogs

By Springfield News-Leader

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — Missouri
conservation officials say they are
making progress eliminating feral
hogs from the state.

Officials want to get rid of them
because they can damage areas such
as farmland, fragile glades and more
by rooting for food.

The Springfield News-Leader re-
ports that the Missouri Feral Hog
Elimination Partnership killed 9,857
feral hogs in 2021, bringing the total
number of hogs killed since 2016 to
more than 54,000.

Jason Jensen, incident Commander
of Feral Hog Operations for Missouri
Department of Conservation, said
those numbers are slightly down
from previous years. But he sees that
as a sign of success.

“When you more than doubled your
effort, but only found fewer hogs that
certainly would indicate that feral
hog populations are not increasing,
but they’re decreasing,” he said.

In 2021, the partnership assisted
1,308 landowners and scouted more
than 3 million acres for feral hog
damage. The top counties where
feral hogs were killed include Iron
County with 1,940 hogs, Wayne Coun-
ty with 1,329 hogs and Reynolds with
1,268 hogs.

HEALTH
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months, but in that time he’d
managed to become a vil-
lain in the eyes of hardline
conservative senators who
held his fate in their hands.

He showed up to his con-
firmation hearing on Jan.
31 a dead-man walking,
with protesters gathered in
the Capitol hallways calling
for his head and members
of the Senate conservative
caucus out for blood.

Text messages and
emails obtained by The
Independent through open
records requests detail
the desperate efforts of
Parson administration
officials to salvage Kau-
erauf’s nomination in the
final days before it went
down in flames.

Close aides to the gov-
ernor, as well as Kauer-
auf’s DHSS staff, tried to
navigate the treacherous
waters of a badly divid-
ed Missouri Senate. But
in the end, a combination
of factors — anger in the
GOP base over COVID
mitigation efforts, misin-
formation about Kauer-
auf’s positions, a delayed
confirmation process
due to a redistricting
filibuster and a massive
snowstorm on the eve of
a constitutional deadline
— rendered their efforts
fruitless.

‘You're fighting stupidity’

Kauerauf was supposed
to get a confirmation hear-
ing on Jan. 26.

But after hours of wait-
ing, as the conservative
caucus held the Senate
floor to decry a proposed
Congressional map, the
hearing was canceled and
rescheduled for the fol-
lowing Monday.

The delay gave Kau-
erauf the chance to con-
tinue making the rounds
with state senators. But it
appears, at least accord-
ing to text messages that
night, things weren’t go-
ing well.

Kauerauf texted Alex
Tuttle, the governor’s leg-
islative budget director,
saying he was frustrated
with the process.

Tuttle tried to lighten
the mood, texting a joke
about how “if we vented
our frustrations to a ran-
dom bartender” his “head
would explode.”

But Kauerauf wasn’t
having it.

“I’'m serious Alex,” he
wrote. “I need cover from
senators that don’t have
the stones to be honest
with me. Getting real
frustrated. Only one ap-

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services

Director Donald Kauerauf (seated left) looks on during
his Senate confirmation hearing on Monday in Jeffer-

son City, Mo.

pointment was going to
cause issues and feeling
isolated.”

Tuttle suggested the two
speak the following day.

“This is not your fault
or anything you’ve done,”
Tuttle wrote. “You’re
fighting stupidity.”

Later that night, Adam
Crumbliss, Kauerauf’s top
lieutenant in DHSS, texted
several Parson adminis-
tration officials, includ-
ing Robert Knodell, the
governor’s former deputy
chief of staff and former
acting DHSS director who
now serves as director of
the Department of Social
Services.

“We need to all circle
up tomorrow morning,”
Crumbliss wrote. “We
have a few different paths
toward tamping difficul-
ties, but Don’s looking for
some additional support
on getting us where we
need to close gaps and
ranks.”

The group of officials
— including Crubmliss;
Knodell; Tuttle; Kyle Au-
buchon, Parson’s board
and commission chair; and
Michael Oldweiler, DHSS’
director of legislative af-
fairs — agreed to meet
about the situation.

The next morning,
Crumbliss and Aubuchon
exchanged text messages
in the group chat about
which Republican sena-
tors they needed to focus
on, with Crumbliss rank-
ing them:

1. Bob Onder

2. Mike Moon

3. Paul Wieland

4. Bill White

S. Bill Eigel

“We should be good on
Bean,” Crumbliss wrote,
referencing Sen. Jason
Bean, R-Holcomb, who
serves on the gubernato-
rial appointments com-
mittee.

Aubuchon texted that
he just met with Wieland,
R-Imperial, and that the
senator wanted proof

JEANNE KUANG/ASSOCIATED PRESS

“that Don is pro-life...
news article or something
...thinks in Illinois Don
said he’d be pro-choice to
get a job there, then move
to Missouri and say he’s
pro-life to get a job here.”

Aubuchon said he’d been
told by Sen. Kara Eslinger,
R-De Soto, that she would
vote for Kauerauf if he
gave a straightforward an-
swer in opposition to vac-
cine and mask mandates.

“She doesn’t want a long
rambling answer on this,”
Aubuchon wrote.

He also informed the
group of his meeting with
Moon.

“Just followed up with
Moon,” Aubachon wrote.
“Said Don just visited with
him and it went really
well. Hopes Don does well
at the committee hearing
on Monday, and says it’s
‘very likely’ he’ll be voting
yes for Don.”

Aubuchon’s impression
of Moon’s position, how-
ever, doesn’t correspond
with emails obtained
from the senator’s office
through an open records
request.

The day before the sen-
ator spoke with Aubuchon,
Moon’s legislative assis-
tant sent emails to more
than a dozen people who
had reached out to his of-
fice to express opposition
to Kauerauf’s nomination.

“Thank you for contact-
ing the office of Senator
Moon,” he wrote in each
response. “Also, thank you
for allowing your voice
to be heard by express-
ing your concerns to us
about Donald Kauerauf.
After some research and
discussion, the senator
has decided to oppose Mr.
Kauerauf’s appointment.”

In fact, the same day
Aubuchon expressed hope
that Moon might support
Kauerauf, Moon’s legis-
lative assistant emailed
the six other members of
the Senate conservative
caucus with a pair of doc-

uments that would prove
fatal to the nomination.

“The first document is
a timeline of everything
he has said that may be
of concern since he was
appointed as Director of
Health and Senior Ser-
vices,” the email said.
“The second document is
a letter we received which
explains SHIELD, a test
to stay coercion tactic
used by the state of Illi-
nois to mandate a health
passport. This document
thanks Judy Kauerauf (the
wife of Donald Kauerauf)
at the beginning letter for
implementing this system
in Illinois. Donald Kauer-
auf wants to do the same
in Missouri.”

The following day, Moon
emailed a constituent who
had voiced opposition to
Kauerauf: “I agree with
you and will use my influ-
ence on the gubernatorial
appointments committee to
oppose his confirmation.”

“The clock is the enemy here’

Tuttle wasn’t having
any better luck with an-
other member of the con-
servative caucus.

He texted the group of
administration officials
the he had spoken with
Onder, who expressed con-
cerns about Kauerauf’s
public comments on a
bill passed by lawmakers
curbing the authority of
local health departments,
as well as “vax mandate
rhetoric, stance on abor-
tion, etc.”

But Tuttle did have
some good news to report.
He texted that he met with
Senate Minority Leader
John Rizzo, D-Indepen-
dence, and “his entire cau-
cus is behind Don.”

The Friday before Kau-
erauf was scheduled to
face the gubernatorial
appointments committee,
Aubuchon shared infor-
mation with the group
chat about an anti-Kau-
erauf rally that had been
scheduled for Monday in
the Missouri Capitol, the
day of the confirmation
hearing.

The rally’s announce-
ment, which Aubachon
shared via text, incorrectly
implied Kauerauf support-
ed “forced vaccination.”

When Kauerauf’s confir-
mation hearing two days
earlier was rescheduled,
it gave his critics time to
organize, and they were
flooding senate offices
with calls and emails.
Now, they were planning
to gather in the Capitol
in the hopes of sinking
the nomination once and
for all.

Crumbliss responded to
the news by pushing for
someone to reach out to
Senate President Pro Tem
Dave Schatz and Senate
Majority Leader Caleb
Rowden.

“The clock is the enemy
here,” Crumbliss wrote, a
reference to the fact that
the state constitution re-
quired Kauerauf’s nomina-
tion be confirmed by the fol-
lowing Friday or he would
be banned from serving in
the position for life.

Crumbliss also floated
the idea of trying to get
an opinion piece written
by Kauerauf published in
a pro-Parson newspaper
over the weekend. Knodell
offered to help facilitate if
need be.

Kaurerauf, however, lat-
er questioned whether that
would be a good idea.

“Could be a huge mistake
with the work that has been
done by all,” he texted to
Tuttle.

That day, Crumbliss also
texted Parson’s chief of
staff, Aaron Willard: “Don
is going to call you at some
point this afternoon.”

‘Is this serious?”

On Monday, protesters
rallied in the Capitol ro-
tunda, with members of
the Senate conservative
caucus addressing the
group about their issues
with Kauerauf’s nomina-
tion. Then they moved to
the third floor, just out-
side the hearing room
where Kauerauf was set
to testify before the gu-
bernatorial appointments
committee.

In the midst of the
protests, Knodell texted
screenshots of tweets by
Onder incorrectly refer-
ring to Kauerauf as “Ron”
and saying the guberna-
torial appointments com-
mittee was not planning on
giving Kauerauf’s nomina-
tion a vote that day.

“Is this serious?” Knodell
texted the group.

“Yes,” Crumbliss replied.

Less than a half hour
into the hearing, and be-
fore Kauerauf had even
been called to testify, Cox,
the DHSS spokeswoman,
sent her text sounding the
alarm to the governor’s
office.

She was quickly in-
formed that a statement in
Kauerauf’s defense would
be released shortly.

“It’s concerning to see
certain Missouri officials
grandstanding for purely
political reasons and fu-
eling fears without any
regard for the truth,” Par-
son’s statement read.

But the governor’s con-
demnation had little, if any,
impact.

Senators grilled Kauer-
auf for nearly two hours
on his views on how best
to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19, his past com-
ments about vaccination,
his wife’s job in Illinois and
his position on abortion.

The next day, with sen-
ators eager to adjourn
to avoid a looming snow
storm, GOP leaders an-
nounced Kauerauf’s nomi-
nation would not get a vote.

It was over.

Kauerauf resigned, and
Parson appointed DHSS
General Counsel Richard
Moore to replace him on an
interim basis.

“Throughout this pro-
cess, more care was given
to political gain than the
harm caused to a man and
his family,” Parson said in
announcing Kauerauf’s res-
ignation. “Don is a devoted
public servant who did not
deserve this, and Missouri-
ans deserve better.”

For those who opposed
Kauerauf’s nomination, it
was time to rejoice.

“We won!” Moon wrote
in an email to a constituent
who’d reached out urging
him to block Kauerauf’s
nomination. “It was a team
effort. I'm grateful to have
been entrusted to play a
part. What a great victory!”
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SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are format-
ted as a 9x9 grid, broken

down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers
1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each

number can appear only once
in each row, column and box.
You can figure out the order

in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers

you name, the easier it gets to
solve the puzzle!
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“What’s the point of me losing two
pounds in two months if you
don’t even notice?”’

ASTROGRAPH BY EUGENIA LAST

A positive approach to life, love and happiness
starts by following your passion. Take hold of your
future, and delve into something that brings you
joy. Explore your talents and express your desires.
Take a leap of faith by putting your heart and soul
into what you want to achieve. Take responsibility
and be grateful for the success you achieve.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Adjust your fi-
nances to ensure you can afford your lifestyle. Be
cautious when it comes to shared expenses and
joint ventures. Balance and integrity will make a
difference.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Nurture relation-
ships instead of building a wall of separation. Be
willing to adjust and compromise, but don't let
anyone take advantage of you. An open dialogue
will help you maintain peace.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Be open to sug-
gestions and eager to put muscle behind your

dreams, hopes and wishes. Share your feelings,
and be willing to try something new. Love and

romance are favored.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Depending on
others will lead to disappointment. Don't get
caught up in an emotional situation that causes
problems at work or can affect your position, rep-
utation or peace of mind.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- You'll make con-
nections that can change your life. Pay attention
to what others say and do, and the information
will lead to personal growth and self-improve-
ment. Nurture meaningful relationships.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Don't make a change
or sign up for something for the wrong reason.

Follow the path that empowers you to reach your
goals, not one that tends to stifle your plans.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- You can make a
difference if you concentrate on positive change,
assist those who require help and look on the
bright side of any situation. Take physical action
and push for what you want to achieve.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Anger will not help
you bring about positive change, but kindness
and consideration will encourage others to see
things your way. Be reasonable and ready to
move forward alone if necessary.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Be open to sug-
gestions, and accept changes that encourage
others to feel comfortable. Home improvements
and creative projects will help you overcome
emotional setbacks.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Use intelli-
gence regarding money matters and when deal-
ing with a friend or relative who is out of control
or in a negative space. Innovative suggestions
and hands-on help are favored.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Make the

changes that will brighten your day, surround-
ings and relationships with those you love and
respect. How you deal with others will alter the
path you follow. Live, love, laugh and be merry.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Go about your
business and immerse yourself in projects that
ease stress. Refuse to let what others do or say
put you in a funky mood or lead you into an un-
wanted battle.

COPYRIGHT 2021 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
DISTRIBUTED BY ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION FOR UFS
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SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are format-
ted as a 9x9 grid, broken
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers

1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each
number can appear only once
in each row, column and box.
You can figure out the order
in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier it gets to
solve the puzzle!

2-23

HERMAN -
w3 LaughingSilock Licensing Inc., Disl. by Andrews MchMeel Syndicalion, 2022

“Who's winning, guys?”’

ASTROGRAPH BY EUGENIA LAST

Put pressure on time-sensitive matters this year to
avoid setbacks. Staying on top of your plan is your
ticket to success and personal freedom. Calculate
and put your money where it brings the highest
return. Refuse to put others first when it can neg-
atively affect something important to you. Strive
for completion and perfection. Live life your way.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- The difference

you make will draw support to carry on with your
plans. Use your ingenuity, strength and courage
to do what you feel is right. The people you touch
will show gratitude.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Connect with peo-
ple who offer insight in areas where you lack in-
formation. Combining your skills and knowledge
with others’ will achieve the best results.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Someone will make
assumptions and offer an exaggerated opinion.
Do the legwork yourself. Be resourceful, direct
and cautious regarding how you proceed. Actions

ideas and plans with someone special.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Choose your words
carefully, and be prepared to back the gestures
you make. Change can be positive if you go about
it properly. Keep those affected by your plans in
the loop.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Share ideas, network
and make plans. Taking on something that is
cost-efficient will add to your knowledge and
experience, and encourage you to reassess your
options. Take control instead of being controlled.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- What you want
to do and what you should do will conflict. Put a
schedule in place that will accommodate both.
It's up to you to set things up to suit your needs.
Be original and have faith.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Know when
to say no or back away from situations and peo-
ple who aren't to your benefit. Use your intelli-
gence to navigate your way through encounters

PREVIOUS ANSWER 3 9 speakllouder than words. that can affect your well-being.
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AGRI-BUSINESS
Equipment & Supplies

WANTED TO BUY: Farm
Machinery and Estates.
Call James L. Johnston.
573-473-4904

Hay/Feed/Seed

43 round bales of mixed
grass hay; 34 round bales
of alfalfa mixed bales. Hay
is lab tested and surface
wrapped, 1300 Ibs bales,
Small square bales 2nd
cutting. Watson hay sales
660-341-4031

Land/Pasture

Pasture and hay ground
needed around Adair and
Knox County. Please Con-
tact 660-216-5887 or
417-773-2507

MERCHANDISE
Miscellaneous

Olhausen pool table, light-
ly used. Cherry finish,
pocket regulation. Needs
felt and put together.
$1800.00, Centerville.
641-895-5223.

Pets & Supplies

AKC Labrador Retriever
puppies, all yellow. DOB
10-27-2021. Up to date pup-
py shots and wormers; vet
checked. Lay's Labs-
LaBelle, MO 660-956-2482

Wood & Accessories

Wevers Outside Wood Fur-
naces, have an assortment
of parts, line, and etc. Call
660-423-5242, cell
660-216-9885. Open 6 p.m. -
9 p.m. Monday - Friday,

Saturday anytime, call
first.
REAL ESTATE SALES

Mobile Homes For Sale

AVAILABLE stock mobile
homes immediately, dou-
ble wide and single, 3 and
4 bedroom. 573-499-9993
columbiadiscounthomes.c
om

Stock mobile homes avail-
able: We gottem, single
and doublewide 3 and 4
bedroom! Call Tuffy
573-657-2176
amegamobilehomes.com

True modulars 30 to 60 day
delivery available, 3 and 4
bedroom. 573-657-7040
chateauhomes.net

RECREATION
Motorcycles

WANTED TO BUY: Harley
Davidson's, any year, any

condition, cash money.
Days 660-263-1356 or
660-537-0068

Wanted

WANTED TO BUY: Harley
Davidson's, any year, any

condition, cash money.
Days 660-263-1356 or
660-537-0068

SERVICES
Chat/Dirt/Gravel

DIRT WORK All types of
excavation, reclaiming
overgrown fields, includ-
ing CRP and WRP. Building
site preparation, creating
new trails and crossings,
Food plot development
and maintenance. Leveling
and grading, wetland con-
struction and mainte-
nance. Pond and lake
cleaning and construction.
Call for quotes.
660-342-2701

SPARCE

AVAILABLE

Miscellaneous

New Garden Seed, home-
made candies, local honey,
butter (homemade) kitch-
en wares, wooden han-
dles, boxed greeting cards.
Train Track Candies 11538
Iceberg Ave, LaPlata 3rd
lane to your left!

Have Clutter? Need room?
Call the Kirksville Daily

Stream and Wetland
Mitigation Services

The North Central Missouri Regional Water Commission
is investigating procuring specialty mitigation services
to partially offset adverse wetland and stream impacts
for East Locust Creek Reservoir. Proposals should be
submitted in writing or electronically to Greg Pitchford at
Allstate Consultants, LLC no later than 5:00 P.M. CST on
March 9, 2022. A detailed proposal packet is available by

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT, ADAIR
COUNTY, MISSOURI
Judge or Division: PROBATE
Case Number: 22AR-PR00023
In the Estate of CHARLES BRIDIS, Deceased.
Notice of Letters Testamentary Granted
(Independent Administration - Non-Resident Fiduciary)
To All Persons Interested in the Estate of CHARLES BRIDIS,
Decedent:
On February 15, 2022, the last will of the decedent having been
admitted to probate, the following individual was appointed the
personal representative of the estate of CHARLES BRIDIS, decedent,

Express classifieds. We can
help! 660-665-2808.

sending a request to: gpitchford @ allstateconsultants.net

640280ch

INTHE 2ND JUDICIAL Case Number: 22AR-PR00007
CIRCUIT COURT, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI (Date File Stamp)
Judge or Division:

PROBATE

In the Estate of BARBARA J. CRAGG, Deceased.

Notice to Creditors
(Small Estate)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of BARBARA J. CRAGG,
Decedent.

On February 8, 2022 a small estate affidavit was filed by the distribu-
tees for the decedent under Section 473.097, RSMo, with the Probate
Division of the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri.

All creditors of the decedent, who died on December 23, 2020, are noti-
fied that Section 473.444, RSMo, sets a limitation period that would bar
claims one year after the death of the decedent. A creditor may request
that this estate be opened for administration.

Receipt of this notice should not be construed by the recipient to
indicate that the recipient may possibly have a beneficial interest in the
estate. The nature and extent of any person’s interest, if any, may pos-
sibly be determined from the affidavit on this estate filed in the Probate
Division of the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri.

Date of first publication is February 16, 2022.

Linda Decker

Adair County Circuit Clerk

PUBLICATION DATES: February 16 and February 23, 2022

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI

Judge or Division: Case Number: 22AR-PR00014
PROBATE

In the Estate of MARY ANNE MCABERY, Deceased.

Notice of Letters of Administration Granted
(Independent Administration - Non-Resident Fiduciary)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of MARY ANNE MCABERY,

Decedent:

On January 25, 2022, the following individual was appointed the

personal representative of the estate of MARY ANNE MCABERY,

decedent, by the Probate Division of the Circuit Court of Adair County,

Missouri. The personal representative may administer the estate

independently without adjudication, order, or direction of the Probate

Division of the Circuit Court, unless a petition for supervised adminis-

tration is made to and granted by the court.

The personal representative’s business address and phone number is:
MICHAEL J COCHRAN, 2575 DIAMOND RIDGE DR.,
BURLINGTON, 1A 52601.

The personal representative’s attorney’s name, business address

and phone number is:

BRENT MAYBERRY, 401 N. ELSON, KIRKSVILLE, MO 63501,

660-665-8356

The non-resident personal representative’s designated

agent's name, business address is:

PATRICK D COCHRAN, 25471 YARROW TRAIL,

KIRKSVILLE, MO 63501.

All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims in court
within six months from the date of the first publication of this notice or
if a copy of this notice was mailed to, or served upon, such creditor
by the personal representative, then within two months from the date
it was mailed or served, whichever is later, or be forever barred to the
fullest extent permissible by law. Such six-month period and such
two-month period do not extend the limitation period that would bar
claims one year after the decedent's death, as provided in Section
473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable limitation periods. Nothing in
Section 473.033, RSMo, shall be construed to bar any action against
a decedent's liability insurance carrier through a defendant ad litem
pursuant to Section 537.021, RSMo.

Linda Decker

Adair County

Circuit Clerk

Date of the decedent's death: January 6, 2022
Date of first publication: February 2, 2022

Receipt of this notice by mail should not be construed by the
recipient to indicate that the recipient necessarily has a beneficial
interest in the estate. The nature and extent of any person's interest, if
any, can be determined from the files and records of this estate in the
Probate Division of the above referenced Circuit Court.

Publication Dates: February 2, 9, 16 and 23, 2022

There’s a better
way to get noticed.

Keep life simple. Take out an ad.

Out-of-this-world

that fit any budget!

print advertising rates

FIND THE
PERFECT PET
FOR THE
PERFECT PRICE
IN THE
PERFECT PLACE
FOR DEALS

Find the stuff you want and
sell the stuff you don't in the
newspaper classifieds.

l

letter and resume to:

by the Probate Division of the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri.
The personal representative may administer the estate independently
without adjudication, order, or direction of the Probate Division of the
Circuit Court, unless a petition for supervised administration is made
to and granted by the court. The name and address of personal
representative is:
Dawn D. Marks, 973 Mandalay Avenue, Clearwater Beach, FL
33767.
The personal representative’s attorney’s name, business address
and phone number is:
Brent J Mayberry, 401 N Elson, Kirksville, MO 63501-2820, 660-
665-8356.
The non-resident personal representative’s designated agent’s
name, business address is:
Brian Noe, 1008 W. Potter Avenue, Kirksville, MO 63501.
All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims in court within
six months from the date of the first publication of this notice or if a
copy of this notice was mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by
the personal representative, then within two months from the date it
was mailed or served, whichever is later, or be forever barred to the
fullest extent permissible by law. Such six-month period and such
two-month period do not extend the limitation period that would bar
claims one year after the decedent’s death, as provided in Section
473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable limitation periods. Nothing in
Section 473.033, RSMo, shall be construed to bar any action against
a decedent’s liability insurance carrier through a defendant ad litem
pursuant to Section 537.021, RSMo.
Date of the decedent’s death: December 4, 2021
Date of first publication: February 23, 2022
Linda Decker
Adair County Circuit Clerk
Receipt of this notice by mail should not be construed by the recipi-
ent to indicate that the recipient necessarily has a beneficial interest
in the estate. The nature and extent of any person’s interest, if any,
can be determined from the files and records of this estate in the
Probate Division of the above referenced Circuit Court.

JOIN OUR TEAM
e 3

ADVERTISING AND MARKETING SALESPERSON
Are you a people person looking for a new career opportunity? The Kirksville Daily
Express/Nemo Trader, with a long history of success in Northeast Missouri, is looking for
its next full-time Advertising and Marketing Salesperson.

Our sales staff help current and prospective customers with their advertising and
marketing needs. This is the chance for you to get creative and help bring a client’s vision
to life. Knowledge of the Kirksville area is a plus.

Our ideal candidate is self-motivated and independent. You need to be focused on
developing new business as well as maintaining current customers. You also need to

be organized and have computer skills. We expect enthusiastic, goal driven people. We
offer excellent training and advancement opportunities, plenty of support and the latest in
research and marketing tools.

Applicants must have a valid driver’s license with a good driving record and a reliable,
insured vehicle in order to travel within your territory. No overnight travel is required.

No previous sales experience required, although previous sales experience in any industry
is a plus. Kirksville Daily Express/Nemo Trader is known for quality training and support.
We offer a base salary, commissions and bonuses.

Our benefit package includes vacation and sick time, health, dental, vision and life
insurance, 401K, expense reimbursement, reimbursed mileage and cellphone. Send cover

Kirksville Daily Express/Nemo Trader

Attn: Nicole Stevens/Human Resources

130 South 5th Street | Quincy, IL 62301
or email to: nstevens@whig.com
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Kirksville wrestling
secures third place
team finish at state

By Austin Miller
Daily Express

The individual medals are
what everyone aims for. But
when everyone hits those goals,
team success shines through.

That formula worked for the
Kirksville wrestling team this
weekend. With four medalists,
one state champion, and a whole
bunch of wins in between, the
Tigers finished third in Class
2, winning the program’s first
team trophy since 2014.

The Tigers compiled 98 points.
Pleasant Hill won the team title
with 178.5 points, Helias took
second with 98, and Cameron
took fourth with 95.

“It feels good to be bringing a
plaque home,” said coach James
Alter. “Nine guys contributed
team points. Some guys came up
a little short, but this tournament
shows them what they’re capable
of. Don’t give up on that goal, just
keep chasing state hardware.”

The last team trophy came
in the final season under coach
Kevin Powell, so this marks
Alter’s best finish as head coach.

Nine Tigers won at least one
match. Seven made it through
the morning session on Day 2,
and the Tigers racked up big
points on the last day.

Kirksville sat in fourth place
starting Saturday, 15.5 points
ahead of Osage. Osage had three
guys left, all wrestling for state
gold. The most points they could

net were 18 points.

So the Tigers needed at least
one win from either Colton Han-
nah, Hunter Tarr or Jaden Crisp
in Saturday afternoon’s medal
matches. The Tigers got wins
from all three guys. Then a
state title from Jaden Ballinger
had them pass Cameron for
third place.

For Alter, Saturday was a
culmination of four years with
this year’s senior class. He said
those guys were crucial in get-
ting this done.

“I think it starts with our up-
perclassmen. Great leadership.
Those seniors are just awesome,”
Alter said. “When five of your 10
state-qualifiers are seniors, you
should be coming down here and
doing some damage.”

With seven seniors in their
starting lineup during the year
and five in their state-qualifying
group, they set the tone. Compet-
ing for a North Central Missouri
Conference title, the Tigers felt
confident early. While they don’t
think about team success all the
time, starting the season with
dual wins against Rock Bridge
and Hickman, which had state
title winners, showed what this
team was capable of.

The Tigers won another team
district title, but they have done
that before. The program has
won conference and district titles
in recent years but only left state
with a few medals. The Tigers
wouldn’t let that happen again.
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Members of the Kirksville wrestling team pose with their trophy after finishing in third place as a team
at the 2022 MSHSAA State Wrestling Championships. Front row: Hunter Tarr, Jaden Ballinger, Colton
Hannah, Jaden Crisp, Chance McKim. Back row: Assistant Coach Shana Stremel, Head Coach James Al-
ter, Bryce Kertz, Jack Thomas, Dominic Cahalan, Lane Patterson, Ben Amerman, Assistant Coach Brian
Wilcox, Assistant Coach Parker Laudwig. AUSTIN MILLER/DAILY EXPRESS

“I think we were all a bit mo-
tivated because of the bad habit
we’ve gotten in to of falling off
on the second day of state,”
Ballinger said.

Though the four medalists
shined on Saturday, they rec-
ognize a lot of guys who added
points earlier in the week. Bryce
Kertz, Chance McKim, Dominic
Cahalan, Ben Amerman and
Lane Patterson won matches to
help the cause.

“Everybody contributed,”
Hannah said. “You’re out there
wrestling for yourself, but you
also try to score as many team
wins as possible.”

“Those wins on the backside
made up a lot of points,” Ball-
inger said.

“I would say our team, they
started the nail and us three
(senior medalists) drove it in,”
Tarr said. “Their wins on Thurs-
day and Friday — tech, pin, no
matter what it is — that’s all
contributing team points. It was
our job today as seniors and cap-
tains to finish that — and that’s
exactly what we did.”

And what was it with this
group? Desire appears to be
the main thing. So many of the
Tigers have been addicted to
the sport since they were kids.

Struggles ensued along the way
and they all learned from it.

They got the sendoff they
wanted.

“We had a bigger amount of
kids in our grade that (chose
wrestling). We had some stud
younger guys that did really
well here or did really well in
other tournaments that might
not have done so well here,”
Ballinger said. “But we’ve got
a lot of good guys in our class.
Basketball has one or two guys
but wrestling had seven or eight.
That just goes to show that our
grade has really been devoted to
this for a long time.”

Kirksville's Hannah, Tarr, Crisp finish as first-time state medalists

Hannah has excelled in

L %

By Austin Miller
Daily Express

With Saturday being the
final matches of Colton
Hannah’s wrestling ca-
reer, time was of the es-
sence. Not because he was
trying to wrap it up quick-
ly but because he wanted
to cherish every second on
the mat.

So why not push for one
extra minute in his final
match?

In his third-place bout
with Moberly’s Beau
Garrett, Hannah need-
ed sudden victory to put
away the Spartan. With
13 seconds left in the
round, Hannah countered
a throw attempt and got
a late takedown. In his
final match, Hannah got
a 3-1 sudden victory win
to grab the first and last
state medal of his career.

“It’s amazing, it’s awe-
some. It’s what my whole
high school and younger
years have led up to, plac-
ing at the high school tour-
nament,” Hannah said.
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close matches as of late.
He had a tiebreaker win
Friday morning to reach
the semifinals, and he had
a 4-1 tiebreaker win last
weekend at districts.

But that’s his strength
and it was on full display
on Saturday.

“Most of the guys, once
get you get above 182,
aren’t conditioned very
well,” Hannah said. “I had
to condition myself out-
side of wrestling because
these guys are so much
bigger; they weigh more
than me, they’re taller
than me. I've got to take
them to the third and over-
time to beat them.”

With a great run to end
his career, Hannah — like
all seniors this weekend
— came away with mixed
emotions. The overwhelm-
ing one was happiness that
he finally achieved his
goal. But also a quick re-
alization that time was up.

“I wish I had more. I
wish I had more,” Hannah
said.

ErE AL P

pounds.

Saturday morning fea-
tured a trio of great re-
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Kirksville’s Colton Hannah competes against Moberly’s Beau Garrett in a Class 2 third-place match at 220
AUSTIN MILLER/DAILY EXPRESS

"

sults for the Tigers with
three first-time medalists

S

Kirksville’s Hunter Tarr works for a pin against Wright City’s David Rice in a third-place match at 126 pounds.

AUSTIN MILLER/DAILY EXPRESS

LOCAL MATTERS.

Please support the proud advertisers that power your community paper.

leaving Mizzou Arena.
Hannah took third-place
at 220 pounds, fellow se-
nior Hunter Tarr took
third at 126 pounds, and
freshman Jaden Crisp
took fifth at 106 pounds.

Tarr was all over
Wright City’s David Rice
to start, getting a take-
down and early 2-0 lead
in the first period. Tarr
got the sense he was in
control there since he had
already wrestled Rice be-
fore this season. After an-
other takedown and an es-
cape in the second round,
Tarr was well ahead.

Rice shot for a take-
down in the third round,
grabbing ahold of Tarr’s
leg. But Tarr kept his wait
back, then pulled Rice in
for a spladle to setup a
pin. Tarr got the fall at
3:48 to secure bronze.

“It’s amazing. I’ve just
worked so hard through
the course of my life to
get here and get a medal.
Senior year, last year, it
paid off,” said Tarr.

After a knee injury
earlier this season, Tarr
had brief concerns that it
would prevent him from
a strong finale. But he re-
habbed and let the injury
heal, good enough that he
was cleared two weeks
earlier than planned.
While he battled to get
his cardio back, the time
away likely helped Tarr
more than it hurt him.

“Wrestling’s a long sea-
son, so having a two-week
break wasn’t necessarily
hurting anything. It just
allows you some time to
recover, get your mind
cleared, start fresh, so
that was the plus of it,”
Tarr said.

Crisp didn’t have to
wait as long as his team-
mates for that first medal.
Walking away with one
in his first try led to an
excited Crisp.

He trailed Odessa’s
Brady Jones 2-1 after
the first round before

See MEDALISTS, Page A8
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Kirksville’s Jaden Ballinger reacts after defeating Moberly’s Zach Lewis to win the Class 2 170-pound state title.
AUSTIN MILLER/DAILY EXPRESS

STATE CHAMPION

At long last, Ballinger’s state-title dream comes true

By Austin Miller
Daily Express

Be patient and good
things will happen.

That has been the man-
tra emphasized by Kirks-
ville wrestling coach
James Alter over the last
few weeks. Don’t rush a
risky move. Don’t go for
something you’re not com-
fortable with. Take what
the opponent gives and
move forward.

In a district title match
against Moberly’s Zach
Lewis last Saturday,
Jaden Ballinger wasn’t
patient. He tried those
risky moves and lost an
8-5 decision.

But patience wasn’t
something he learned
overnight. It’s a charac-
teristic he’s unfortunately
had to sharpen across his
four years of high school.
He came in as freshman
four years ago and took
fourth place at state,
Kirksville’s top finisher
in 2019. He then finished
sixth as a sophomore and
fourth again as a junior.

Those finishes came all
while he had the talent to
win state gold.

His long wait ended Sat-
urday night, getting re-
venge against Lewis for a
2-1 tiebreaker win to grab
the Class 2 170-pound ti-
tle. It is Kirksville’s first
champion since Tanner
Sparks in 2017.

“A lot more than four
years. I’ve been wrestling
since I was four,” Ball-
inger said. “Made it to
the finals in eighth grade,

- -
Kirksville’s Jaden Ballinger goes for a takedown against Moberly’s Zach Lewis during a 170-pound state title

match on Saturday, Feb. 19, 2022, at Mizzou Arena.

He earned it. It didn’t come easy
to him. He had to fight his way
through this bracket. He's been
battling as a starter all four years.

He earned it.”

- James Alter

wasn’t able to get it. Made
it to the semifinals in high
school, never able to get
it. This is the first time
I’'ve won my last match
at state in high school.
I’'m really happy — I feel
really good.”

Alter prided Ballinger
on his patience with Fri-
day’s win over Seneca’s
Gabriel Commons, who
upended him in the state
semis last year. That trait
was even better on Satur-
day night.

“He’s come up short al-
most every year, and this
year he had it in his head
that he was the man —
and he proved it,” Alter
said. “He saw that kid at
districts and lost ... and
it didn’t faze him a bit. I
think he took it as a learn-
ing experience.

“Something we talked
about as a team in the
second half was ‘fail
forward.” If you come
up short, learn from it.
That’s how you improve.
Jaden’s taken something
from every loss this year
and he put himself in a
good position to win this
tournament.”

It was a 0-0 battle with
Lewis after the first round.
Then Ballinger led 1-0

after the second, getting
his required escape. But
Lewis evened the score
with his own escape in
the third.

The score stayed stuck
at 1-1 after the first
one-minute extra round.
Ballinger started the first
tiebreaker round on the
bottom and was award-
ed one point after Lewis
was penalized. Starting
the second tiebreaker up
2-1, Ballinger knew he
just needed to hold Lewis
down for the win. Easier
said than done, but Ball-
inger did it.

Lewis almost escaped
at the very end, with Ball-
inger just holding on to
his ankles. But the title
and celebration was all
Ballinger’s.

“Just on the edge of your
seat,” said Alter of how he
felt going to extra time.
“You just have confidence
in your kid — and we do.
We knew this tournament
was his and it is.”

Though his road to gold
was challenging, taking
longer than expected and
hurting along the way, all
of that makes the win so
much better.

“With as many years as
it has been, it just makes it

AUSTIN MILLER/DAILY EXPRESS

that much sweeter,” Ball-
inger said.

Even though Ballinger’s
late lead was small, Al-
ter never faltered in his
belief that this was time
Ballinger would get his
goal. Gut feeling, instinct,
whatever it was, he knew
this was Ballinger’s time.
Finally.

“We just kind of looked
at Lewis and thought,
‘Maybe we broke this kid.’
We were going to ride him
out and we were going
to win this state tourna-
ment — not we, but Jaden
Ballinger,” Alter said. “He
showed heart and deter-
mination. Those are two
tough competitors, seniors,
trying to finish out, guys
just wanting to end their
senior year on top. We just
wrestled the better match.

“He earned it. It didn’t
come easy to him. He had
to fight his way through
this bracket,” Alter said.
“He’s been battling as a
starter all four years. He
earned it.”

With his high school
career now over, Ball-
inger finishes as a four-
time state medalist. He
would’ve liked that gold
sooner, but who’s to say if
Saturday’s victory comes
without the hardship he
saw and overcame before.

“I’'m really happy with
the way I finished. If I
could go back and change
a few things, I'm sure I
would, but my goal coming
into this last year was to
win state. I finally got it,
so I’'m happy with that,”
Ballinger said.

This ad supports journalism.
Facebook and Google do not.
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LOCAL ROUNDUP

Feh.19
High school boys baskethall

Kirksville 64, Hannibal 54
Kirksville — No stats by deadline.

High school girls baskethall

Kirksville 52, Hannibal 27
Kirksville — No stats by deadline.

CLASS 1 DISTRICT 14 TOURNAMENT

Green City 49, East Harrison 26

Green City — Maddie Lunsford, 20 points; LillyAnn Mc-
Cabe, 12 points.

CLASS 1 DISTRICT 11 TOURNAMENT

Brashear 45, Atlanta 43

Brashear — Kynleigh White, 17 points.

Atlanta — No stats by deadline.

La Plata 81, Novinger 18

La Plata — Olivia Coy, 25 points; Claire Coy, 16 points;
Brooklyn Carvajal, 14 points.

Novinger — No stats by deadline.

Feh.18
High school boys basketball

Milan 57, Scotland Co. 42

Milan — Chekh Niasse, 19 points; Ahmet Niasse, 15
points; Jeremy Bennett, 10 points.

Scotland — Owen Triplett, 11 points.

Monroe City 62, Macon 48
Macon — No stats by deadline.

High school girls baskethall

Scotland Co. 60, Milan 49

Scotland — Alaynna Whitaker, 17 points; Emiley Dial, 17
points; Hannah Feeney, 14 points.

Milan — Cady Pauley, 27 points; Auburn Cole, 10 points.

Macon 60, Monroe City 29
Macon — No stats by deadline.

Kirksville’s Jaden Crisp holds control of Odessa’s
Brady Jones in a fifth-place match at 106 pounds.
AUSTIN MILLER/DAILY EXPRESS

to win,” Crisp said.

With time being on
his side, he’s excited to
improve over the next
three years. He doesn’t
expect to stay at 106
pounds next year, so
he looks forward to the
challenge of moving up.

“Well, I got fifth, now
just try to do better next
year,” Crisp said. “Do
better and better every
year.”

MEDALISTS

Continued from Page A7

dominating the sec-
ond round to setup a
decision win. Crisp con-
trolled the whole round,
getting three nearfalls
for eight points. He held
on for a 9-3 decision.

“Knowing I was in
control just felt great.
Just knew I was going

HOW DO
KNOW IF
A NEWS
STORY IS
REAL?

The media landscape
has become littered
with false news stories,
making it much harder
to find the real truth.

By seeking news from
reputable news

sources, you are
receiving information
from quality journalists.

Support Real News.
Use a Trusted Source.

#SupportRealNews

newsmediaalliance.org/isitrealnews

A full 90% of readers say their
community newspaper keeps
them informed — and 73% said
their hometown newspaper
provides valuable local
shopping and advertising
information

You can attract thousands
of prospects right where
they live who are ready,
willing and able to buy.

BOOST YOUR BUSINESS
WITH NEWSPAPER ADS!

-WISE DECISIONS?
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CAMBER OF COMMERCE

Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce
March 2022 Exccutive Director: Sandra Williams

PHONE: 660-665-3766

Monday - Friday
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Heritage House Realty
2805 N. Baltimore St
Kirksville, MO 63501

660-665-5638
kirksvillerealestate.com
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AMERICAN FAMILY
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DREAM FEARLESSLY.

AMERICAN FAMILY
INSURANCE
Adam Mercer, Agent
401 E Northtown Rd.
Kirkswille, MO 63501

Bus: (660) 665-0505
cmercer1 @amfam.com
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Connections Bank
2817 N. Baltimore 5t.
Kirksville, MO
660-665-7703

connectionsbank.com

6324565

Colton's Steak House
& Grill
1116 Country Club Dr.
Kirksville, MO 63501
660-665-6336
coltonssteakhouses.com
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Claypoole Nursery
32822 US Hwy 63
South
Macon, MO
660-385-2011
claypoolenursery.com
claypoolenursery@cvalley.net
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SERVICES

(660) 956-9341 KIRKSVILLE
LET US HANDLE YOUR TO DO LIST
HOME REPAIR ® DECK & STEP REPAIR
HOME MAINTENANCE e TREE REMOVAL
FUTURE ASSEMBLY® GUTTER CLEANING
SECURITY SYSTEM INSTALLS © MOWING
CEILING FAN & LIGHTS © SECURITY
LIGHTS  GARAGE DOOR INSTALLS &
REPAIR  APT. FLIPS ® STORM DOOR
INSTALLS e FAUCET & SINKINSTALLS
THIS AND MORE!
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6:00-8:30 pm  Steak . Dinn

he Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce presents

'Friday, March 25th, 2022 | Moose Family Center
| $30/Ticket | Table

e |

nque
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Tickets Available at the Kirksville Area Chamber of Commerce Office located at
304 South Franklin Street, Kirksville, MO. Hours: M-F, 8:00 am—>5:00 pm

A Special thank you to our Diamond Sponsor:

Cape air will be giving away (1) Pair of Round-Trip Tickets on Cape Air from

Kirksville to St. Louis at our banquet.

Capé\ﬁz

Meet Ouwn Boand
Executive Commities
President
Jeff Arp, First Assembly of God Church
Vice President
Stephanie Mills, Cenfury 21 Lifefime Realty

EIEG&QFEI"
Troy Pinkerton, Colton's Steakhouse

Join us on @ monthly basis to discuss yow needs...
Ambassadors
This committee serves os the goodwil arm of the Chamber and
welcomes new and expanding businesses and services. They
volunteer at Business Breathers (monthly Chamber gatherings) and
Chamiber events and help members celebrate groundbreakings
and ribbon cuttings.

Economic & Community Development

This committee promaotes economic development through job fairs,

business educalion, and commifies- generated projects such as

Past President
Stacy Tucker-Polter, Truman State University

Boavd Members
Andrea Wilson, Kirfksville Motor Company
Jami Livingston, Adair County Public Library

Jenny Billington, McDonalds

Jeri Speak, A.T. 51ill University

Margaret Minear, White Oaks Barn

Mark Whitney, Century 21 Lifetime Really

Megan Smith, AT Still University

Lacl Cook, Sip Downtown

Laura Gruber-Harden, Northeast Regional
Medical Center

Linda Ranson, Pickell Abstract Company

Ryan Bowen. .5 Cellular

The Lookin' Good Award, which recognizes non-residential
locations for their contribulion to an atlracfive community.

Govewmental Affairs

This committee helps to keep the membership and community
informed of civic issues af the city, county, and state levels, This
committes hosts The Government in Focus [TGIF) Seminars, and
local Candidate’s Forums. Field representatives keep us apprised of
issues of the federal level

Mewchants Commulttee

This commiltes plans events and projects o engage local business
owners, iIncregse business vislbility and to encouwrcge & reward
shoppers for “shopping local.” The Art Walk and New Student
Welcome are two of their annual events.

Kivksodle Young Professionals

KVYP commitles is a network of young professionals ages 21 lo 40 in
the Kirksville areq. This group works to connect professionals,
engage in community service, ond provide prolessional
development in order to recrult and retain falent in Kirksville.

Important Upcoming Dates & Events:

Feb.8 T.G.LF Series: State of The City Address
Rieger Armory, 5:30 pm

Mar.2  Glik's Relocation & 125th Anniversary
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 2106 N,
Baltimore Street, 10:00 am

Mar. 15 Virdual Candidate Forum: Kirksville City
Council, Zoom Meeling ID: 811 5796
8084, Passcode: 164901

Mar. 13 Daylight Savings Time—Spring | Hr. Forward

Mar. 17 Flat Branch Home Loan Ribbon Cufting
Ceremony, 110 5. Franklin Street
Suite A, 10:00 am

Mar. 25 Celebraling Missouri's Northern Stars
Annual Chamber Banguet, Moose
Farnily Center, 5:00-8:30 pm

Mar. 30 Premier EyeCare Associates Relocation
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony & Open
House, 1904 N. Baltimore Street, 4:00 pm

Apr.5  Municipal Election Day—Go Volel

Apr.7  Bailey's Window Cleaning Relocation

Ribbon Cufting Ceremony, 1304 South
Baltimore Street, 4:00 pm

Welcome, New Members

FosterAdopt Connect
Advocacy/Direct Services

117 West Potter Avenue

Kirksville, MO, §3501

Phone: 660-27%-0008

Website: www FosterAdopt.org
Email: JustinWiles@fosteradopt.org
Justin Wiles, Branch Director

Iris & lvy - Designs From the Heart
Floral Shop

115 Ecst liinois Street

Kirksville, MO 43501

Phone: 660-955-4632

Website: wwwiisAndivyFloral.com
Email: Hello@isandivyfloral.com

Jessi Stoggs & Cindi Fountain, Cwners

Lawson Hill Anfique Mall

Anfigue Relail

4414 North Balfimore Street

Kirksville, MO 43501

Phone: 680-627-4646

Website: www focebook.comfLawsonHillAntiquaiall
Email: LawsonHillantique@gmail.com

Herty Austin & Stacey Kramer, Owners

Kirksville Plumb Supply
Hardware Refail

405 West Hickory Street

Kirksville, MO 63301

Phone: 660-645-2626

Website: www PlumbSupply.com
Email; JSharpaplumbsupply.com
Jeft Sharp, Cwner

The Chamber wishes to thank the
following businasses and

individuals for reaffirming thelr
balief in the Chamber of Commerce.

A.T. still University of Health Sciences
Adair County Health Department/ Home Health
Adair County Public Library

AVEMUES for Northeast Missouri, Inc.
Bailey's Window Cleaning

Beard's Decorating Center

Chad Earhart Coaching Company
Christ’s Family Church

City of Kirksville

Curtain Call Thealre Company

Davis Playle Hudson Rimer Funeral Home
Edward Jones - Financial Advisor - Jon Peck
Erick Hanson - Century 21 Lifelime Realty
First United Methodist Church

Gardner Collier Jewelry

Glik's

Golden Eagle Disfributing

Hightower Wholesale

Hellister, Inc.

Hy-Vee Food & Drug Store

Jeff & Marilyn Romine

Kirksvilie Daily Express

Kirksville Dental Group

Kirksville Housing Authority

KTVO Television

KWiX/KRES/KIRK/KTCM Radio

Learning Opportunities/ Quality Works, Inc.
Liberty

Peters Healing & Air Conditioning

Pickell Abstract

Precision Cycle

Premier EyeCare Associates

Pure Air Cabin

Rider Drug Inc.

5 & § Printing and Graphics, LLC

Sieren's Palace

Sparks Constuctors

State Farm Insurance- Audra Jackson Harris Agency
Take Root Non-Profit

Truman State University

United Way of NE Missouri

Thank *Yon

For even more information on all of our members, visit
www.KirksvilleChamber.com/directory.
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Audra Jackson Harris
2121 N. Baltimore 5t.
Kirksville, MO 63501

660-665-0700
agentaudra.com

632458ch

CENTURY 21
Lifetime Realty
1605 S. Baltimore,
Suite A
Kirksville, MO 63501
660-665-5678
www.C21Kirksville.com

6

1

- Woody's Tire & 2
Auto, LLC

660-665-9017
1102 N, Green,
Kirksville, MO

Like us o Faco bk

4089519

Pirra & Grinders

ORDER ONLINE

GRINDERS « PIZZA « SALADS
WINGS = FRIES = AND MORE!

P e e o o ooy

:6£710% OFF !

| WHEN YOU PRESENT THIS COUPON. |

516 N BALTIMORE ST.
660-665-7665

[Bellacma s]

6313675
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WWW.KIRKSVILLECHAMBER.COM
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