
Austin Miller
Daily Express

Light can have that many effects?
 That was the reaction of Owen 

Smith, currently a sophomore at 
Truman State, when he took the 
freshman symposium, “Illuminate,” 
last year. The class was started 
last year by Vayujeet Gokhale, an 
assistant professor of physics and 
astronomy, to raise awareness on 
light pollution in Kirksville and on 
Truman’s campus. 

Though just a class that occurs 
once a week for one hour, it shined 
a light on what is a growing and 
understated problem. 

“If you look around the fixtures 
both around downtown Kirksville 
on Franklin Street and on the Tru-
man campus, most of our lights are 
very badly designed to meet that 
purpose of street lights, which is 
to illuminate the street,” Gokhale 
said. “Most of the light goes either 
sideways or up into the sky. It really 
doesn’t serve any purpose in not 
doing what it’s supposed to do. In 
fact, it’s counterproductive because 
it’s glaring into your eye.”

Causes and effects
There are several factors that 

cause light pollution and many oth-
er issues that come from it.

One of the causes is how outdoor 
light fixtures are designed. Most 
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Lawmakers eye 
expansion of Missouri 
school choice program. 
But can it get the votes?
Tessa Weinberg
Missouri Independent

Coming off of last 
year’s success pass-
ing a tax credit to fund 
scholarships to pay for 
private school tuition, 
school choice advocates 
hope lawmakers will ex-
pand the program before 
it’s even gotten off the 
ground.

But even with support 
from key legislative 
leaders, the idea faces 
long odds.

Senate Bill 841, spon-
sored by Sen. Rick Brat-
tin, R-Harrisonville, 
would remove many of 
the limits imposed on the 
iteration of the program 
passed last year. That 
includes striking geo-
graphic boundaries that 
kept the program out of 
rural areas and lifting a 
$25 million funding cap 
lawmakers put in place.

“It’s basically the 
voucher system is what 
it would be,” Brattin 
said, “administered by 
the the (state) Treasur-
er, and the monies that 
would be associated with 
your kid going to your 
local school would then 
go to you as the parent, 
or to that account, and 
you could deem to where 
those kids go.”

Any push to expand 
the program’s reach 
would have two key al-
lies who said they sup-
port the idea: House Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
Education Committee 
Chairman Chuck Basye 
and Senate Education 
Committee Chairwoman 
Cindy O’Laughlin.

But that might not be 
enough.

The bill establishing 
the tax credit program 
barely eked out of the 
House last year with-
out any votes to spare. 
In the months since it 
passed, some of those 
votes in support are no 
longer in the legislature, 
likely leaving any school 
choice bill short of the 
support it needs to pass.

“I fully support ex-
panding the ESA pro-
gram to make it fully 
functional as far as an 
alternative to the tradi-
tional public school,” said 
Sen. Andrew Koenig, a 
Manchester Republican 
who was the Senate han-
dler of the bill that found-
ed the ESA program last 
year. “However, I do 
think it’s not something 
that’s likely to pass.”

Basye, R-Rocheport, 
agreed that the shrink-
ing GOP majority in the 
House puts the idea in 
danger.

“We might not have the 
votes necessary to get 
those passed,” he said, 
“unless we can persuade 
some members to change 
their vote in order to ex-
port an initiative.”

Expanding ESA
Brattin’s bill would 

not delete the language 
lawmakers passed last 
year that established 
the “Missouri Empow-
erment Scholarship Ac-
counts Program,” but 
he said the expanded 
program his bill would 
create would be the “the 
whole kit and caboodle” 
— and likely be more 
widely used.

It would dramatical-
ly expand the current 
ESA program’s reach 
by removing major con-
cessions that had been 
added in order to secure 
enough support for its 
passage last year.

Among the require-
ments to participate in 
the current ESA pro-
gram, students must live 
in a county with a char-
ter form of government 
or a city with at least 
30,000 residents — limit-
ing the bill to the state’s 
major metros, like St. 
Louis, Kansas City, Co-
lumbia, Cape Girardeau, 
Jefferson City, Spring-
field and Joplin.

That stipulation, along 
with a provision that 
caps the amount of tax 

Results from Kirksville’s annual Christmas Bird Count
Submitted by Peter Goldman

Kirksville’s 2021-22 Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 
occurred on January 3, 2022.  
Sarah Kendrick, Missouri De-
partment of Conservation’s 
state ornithologist, organized 
the count, as she has in the last 
several years.  Sarah grew up 
in Kirksville and so knew she 
was in for a bitterly cold Mon-
day.  (Supposedly Kirksville is 
always 10 degrees colder than 
Columbia, and it was only 2O 
when I headed out for the day.)

As in previous years, the 
count occurred in a circle with 
a radius of 7.5 miles centered in 

downtown Kirksville.  Sixteen 
volunteers participated, five of 
whom are local residents, the 
remainder from the Columbia 
area.  (Two of the non-residents 
are former students of mine 
at Truman State University. It 
would have been nice to visit, 
but COVID has eliminated the 
traditional group get together 
at lunchtime.)

 Collectively we spotted 66 
species, a new high for our lo-
cal counts.  Additionally, we en-
countered more total birds than 
ever before.  Slightly over 10,000.  
Canada Geese made up just over 
50% of the total.  Other waterfowl 
included 76 Trumpeter Swans, 

several Gadwalls (a species of 
duck) and Ring-necked Ducks, 
two species not encountered here 
during a previous CBC. 

Another highlight of the day 
was sizeable numbers of Horned 
Larks and Lapland Longspurs, 
the latter new to our CBC.  Par-
ticipants spotted 417 Horned 
Larks, breaking the previous 
record of 234, and 63 Lapland 
Longspurs, breaking the pre-
vious record of 0. Both species 
are open country birds, and both 
have enormous distributions 
in the northern hemisphere.  
Lapland Longspurs breed in 
both the North American and 
Eurasian arctic tundra, as do 

Horned Larks.  The larks also 
breed in open habitats with 
short vegetation throughout the 
lower 48 states.  Both species 
forage and nest on the ground, 
and though not particularly 
closely related, they share sev-
eral special features.   As the 
name “longspur” implies, these 
have elongated claws on their 
rear toes.  The same for Horned 
Larks.  Presumably this makes 
them more effective at walking 
and running on the ground. 

The Audubon Society Christ-
mas Bird Counts provide 
valuable data about how birds 
are faring throughout North 
America and beyond.  About 

2000 counts occur in about 20 
countries, mostly in the US and 
Canada. Unfortunately, the data 
indicate overall decreases in 
abundance, a reflection of broad 
scale habitat loss, subtle and 
not so subtle effects of climate 
change, pervasive contamina-
tion by environmental toxins, 
and other threats.  For example, 
the rapid warming of the high 
arctic encourages tree growth 
in tundra habitats, and this may 
make things more difficult for 
ground nesting birds like larks 
and longspurs. 

Whether we respond effec-
tively to the message the CBCs 
deliver remains to be seen.

Truman State University’s campus at night.  TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Truman professor, students working 
to flip switch on light pollution

A map of good stargazing sites in Missouri and light pollution across the 
state.  INTERNATIONAL DARK-SKY ASSOCIATION, MISSOURI CHAPTER. See SCHOOLS, Page A3See LIGHT, Page A2
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just project light out in 
every direction instead 
of sending it down to the 
ground. That’s what caus-
es some lights to glare 
right into your eyes or up 
into the sky. 

Sending all of that un-
necessary light into the 
sky not only reduces the 
visibility of the night sky, 
but also creates a number 
of issues with animals. 
The bright white or blue 
lights that are popular 
on fixtures and vehicles, 
which have a light tem-
perature of about 4,000 or 
5,000 kelvin, mimic sun-
light or moonlight. Ani-
mals, including humans, 
have a natural drive to 
stay awake when the sun is 
out. So circadian rhythms 
are disrupted when all this 
extra light at night makes 
the body feel like the sun 
is still out. 

That extra light disrupts 
birds that migrate at night 
based on the moon, send-
ing them off course and 
into peril. It affects bugs 
and insects that navi-
gate based on light and 
are key parts of the food 
chain, whether that’s to 
be food for other animals 
or because they polli-
nate plants. One example 
Gokhale uses is how many 
bugs get killed in a porch 
light because they mistak-
enly fly to their death.

“Your porch light is just 
one light, but if you start 
counting across the entire 
city, start counting over 
the entire state, then you 
start to see it’s affecting 

our pollinators. And that’s 
bad for us because our 
food chain relies on those 
pollinators,” Gokhale said. 

There aren’t mus-
tache-twirling villains 
plotting out light pollu-
tion schemes. The issue, 
Gokhale said, is that in-
trusive lights are so com-
monplace that no one con-
siders the adverse effects.

“There aren’t people 
sitting around town in ad-
ministrative buildings or 
residences saying, ‘Let’s 
see what I can do to ruin 
the night sky,’” Gokhale 
said. “Nobody does that. 
But the problem is even 
worse: No one even thinks 
about it. It’s just instinc-
tive. ‘This bulb costs $10 
and consumes this much 
electricity. But this bulb 
costs $15 and consumes 
100 times less energy.’ You 
buy the same wattage be-
cause it’s more efficient 
without thinking if it’s the 
right fit for the kind of 
fixture you have. That’s 
the problem.”

And even though mod-
ern LEDs are more effi-
cient than the light bulbs 
of old, having too many 
lights on still wastes en-
ergy. 

How to address it
Gokhale has been study-

ing light pollution in the 
area for a few years now. 
While last year’s “Illumi-
nate” symposium is main-
ly an introductory class to 
help integrate freshman 
students with community 
topics, as all of Truman’s 
freshman symposiums 
are, a few of last year’s 
students have joined 
Gokhale’s research group. 

Those students have been 
proactive in reaching out 
to Truman and city lead-
ers about how to address 
the problem.

“This just seemed — 
like Vayu always says, it’s 
the world’s easiest prob-
lem to solve,” Smith said. 
“It’s super easy to see 
light is going where it’s 
not supposed to. Someone 
didn’t think about what 
they were doing and the 
consequences of what 
would happen if you put a 
light in a different place.”

One solution is to re-
place light fixtures or put 
shields onto current fix-
tures so the light is aimed 
toward the ground. An-
other fix is to change the 
color of lights. A more 
yellow or cream-colored 
light, around 3,000 kelvin, 
is less intrusive. 

“The thing that we are 
trying to impress on peo-
ple, the administration 
and the general public is 
we are all in favor of good 
outdoor lighting,” Gokhale 
said. “How we define good 
outdoor lighting is what 
we are trying to make 
people understand. Just 
adding more lights doesn’t 
solve the problem. We can 
make fewer lights work 
if all that light is going 
where it needs to go. It’s 
not casting dark shad-
ows or glaring into your 
eyes, it’s going toward the 
ground where it needs to 
go. We’ll all feel safer and 
get dark skies. It’s not a 
zero-sum game.”

Students in the “Illumi-
nate” class mapped out 
lights on Truman’s cam-
pus. They counted about 
350 lights and roughly two-
thirds of them are globe 
lights. Those are circular 
fixtures that send light out 
in every direction.

Sam Guth, Truman’s 
physical plant director/
safety coordinator, said 
the university has been 
adding shields to those 
globe lights over the last 
few years. He said roughly 
150 shields have been add-
ed and there are about 50 
or 60 shields that will go 
up as his department is 
available to do so. 

Guth said he has had 
talks with Gokhale about 
how the university can fix 
light pollution. The globe 
lights are slowly being ad-

dressed and Guth thinks 
color changes are likely in 
the future. Right now, he 
said the yellow-ish lights 
aren’t as commercial-
ly available or as cheap 
as current LEDs for the 
university to make a big 
switch. 

“Nobody’s opposed to 
this,” Guth said. “We’re 
supportive of it as long as 
it’s within our realm to 
do it at the same cost as 
our normal replacement 
program.” 

“When they do become 
(more commercially) 
available, which I think 
they will, we’d be more 
than happy to jump on 
that boat.”

With better and more 
adequate light, Gokhale 
thinks the number of to-
tal lights can be reduced. 
He thinks the university 
could get by with much 
fewer than 350 lights 
around campus. And he 
doesn’t see that as reduc-
ing safety on campus. 
Glares and bright lights 
going right into someone’s 
eyes reduces visibility and 
decreases safety. 

He compares it to new 
cars with the bright blue 
headlights. If you’re driv-
ing down the interstate 
and a vehicle with those 
lights is going the opposite 
direction, shining right 
into your eyes, your vision 
is drastically hampered.

“You’re hoping and 
praying that there’s no 
deer in front of you,” 
Gokhale said. “There’s 
more light around you, you 
should feel more safe. Do 
you feel safe when that 
happens? Of course not. 
It’s the same with stat-
ic lights on the street. If 
there’s too many lights 
going into your eye, your 
eye naturally contracts, 
then your (pupil) becomes 
smaller and it’s harder to 
see fainter and smaller 
objects.”

Thousand Hills State Park
Another project for 

Gokhale and his students 
is getting an Urban Night 
Sky Place designation 
for Thousand Hills State 
Park. To get that desig-
nation, some changes will 
have to happen at the park.

Ryan Persinger, the su-
perintendent at Thousand 
Hills, said lights around 

the park will have to get 
shields and switch to the 
warmer color bulbs. He 
said that should be a rela-
tively easy change to make. 
The park would also set a 
precedent for sticking with 
those kinds of lights for 
any future buildings that 
are built. Persinger said 
there aren’t many lights 
around the park, estimat-
ing more than 50. There 
are lights on the outside of 
all cabins and park build-
ings. He said Ameren con-
trols the lights in parking 
lots, so that’s something 
those entities will have to 
work together on. Ameren 
also manages most of the 
city’s lights.

Only five parks in the 
United States have re-
ceived Urban Night Sky 
Place designations from the 
International Dark-Sky As-
sociation. The most recent 
is also in Missouri. Stacy 
Park, a municipal park in 
Olivette, received that des-
ignation in October.

If Thousand Hills could 
join those ranks, which 
Persinger thinks will hap-
pen, that would be another 
selling point for the park.

“It’s good to let the 
general public know that 
even Missouri is a great 
place to see the night sky,” 
Persinger said. “You don’t 
have to go out west to the 
Grand Canyon or places 
like that to see the night 
sky. You can do that here 
in Missouri.”

The park is trying to 
add more stargazing pro-
gramming because Pers-
inger knows that audience 
is out there. But when he’s 
out at the park at night, 
he sees Kirksville’s glow 
into the park. Persinger 
said he knew about light 
pollution before meeting 
Gokhale but was unaware 
of the many other tertiary 
impacts. 

“You don’t think about 
it, but once you know 
about it, you notice it. And 
when you think about it, 
you realize Kirksville is 
going to continue to grow 
and we’re going to con-
tinue having residential 
areas growing toward 
the park,” Persinger said. 
“Light pollution’s going to 
get worse if we don’t do 
anything about it now. If 
we don’t do anything about 
it, you’re not going to be 

able to see the night sky 
when you’re here.”

Moving forward
Gokhale isn’t sounding 

the alarm just yet. Right 
now, he said he’s just try-
ing to start having conver-
sations that haven’t been 
had. He feels as more peo-
ple become aware of what 
is happening, the tempera-
ture on the topic rises, 
then changes will come. 

As Guth said, Truman 
appears interested in ad-
dressing the issue on cam-
pus. After students have 
sent letters to Mayor Zac 
Burden and a member 
of the Lakes, Parks and 
Recreation Commission, 
the topic is getting to city 
leaders. 

Pittsburgh recently 
passed a dark sky ordi-
nance, announcing it will 
replace bulbs and fixtures 
with warmer lights. There 
are 35 International Dark 
Sky Communities, none in 
Missouri. 

As an astronomer, of 
course Gokhale wants to 
be able to see stars and 
constellations from his 
backyard. Not seeing 
them is one symptom, and 
he’s more concerned about 
the effects on animals and 
wasted energy. But star-
gazing is a longstanding 
activity that ties humans 
together across centuries.

“What is something 
humans do today that 
they also did 100 years 
ago? Two hundred years 
ago? Five hundred years 
ago? One thousand years 
ago? Ten thousand years 
ago? Our lifestyles have 
changed so much, and no 
one knew anything about 
computers 100 years ago. 
No one knew about phones 
and how you could just sit 
here and call someone in 
China or in India without 
thinking twice.

“That common thing 
that we’ve done for eons, 
one of those is sitting 
outside with a crystal 
clear night sky, look up 
in the sky and wonder. 
Who are we? Why are we 
here? What is our place 
in the universe? What is 
out there? Imagine your 
grandchildren or great 
grandchildren not having 
access to that sense of 
wonder. … You can’t put a 
dollar amount on it.”

LIGHT 
Continued from Page A1

In Your Own Backyard: 
Kirksville events for Jan. 13-19
Submitted by Debi Boughton

Debi Boughton, Kirksville Tourism Direc-
tor, has some suggestions for enjoying time 
“In Your Own Backyard.”  For any activi-
ties, be sure to follow the CDC guidelines 
for health and safety. If you have ideas or 
suggestions email: debi.boughton@visit-
kirksville.com. 

Friday, January 14
The Adair County Library offers 

Facebook Story Time with Mr. L. at 
10:00 a.m.  Go to:  https://www.facebook.
com/adaircountypubliclibrary/.  For 
more information call 660-665-6038.

Saturday, January 15
Black Belt, Josh Littleton, is coming 

to Old School Jiu Jitsu, 16455 Dove Rd. 
for a seminar from 2:00-5:00 p.m. Old 
School Jiu Jitsu is a martial arts gym. 
They focus on Brazilian Jiu Jitsu tech-
niques with a heavy wrestling influ-
ence. The gym is owned and operated 
by Kirksville native Jake Sevits.  For 
more information call 660-216-7041.

Monday, January 17
Today is Martin Luther King Day. 

Honor Dr. King with the MLK Day of 
Service! Participate in a virtual event 
hosted by the University of Pennsyl-
vania starting the Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr Commemorative Symposium 

on Social Change. Philadelphia Coun-
cilmember Jamie Gauthier speaks! 
UPenn Grad student, Lindsay Ejoh 
sings. ZOOM LINK: https://upenn.
zoom.us/j/9168 6350149

Wednesday, January 19
The Garden Hour with MU Exten-

sion, (formerly called Horticulture 
Town Hall), is an online workshop from 
12:00-1:00 p.m. Ask your gardening 
questions and learn from the horticul-
ture specialists.  Register at: https://
ipm.missouri.edu/TownHalls/.  For 
more information call 660-665-9866. 

Wednesday, January 19
Enjoy a Faculty Recital at 7:30 p.m. in 

the Ophelia Parrish Performance Hall 
on the Truman campus. Eric Dickson 
performs works from across the past 
five decades, including pieces by Ner-
uda, Mahler, and Turrin. Dickson will 
be joined on stage by Taylor Hutchin-
son, piano, and Brian Kubin, cello.  For 
more information call 660-785-4417.

Wednesday, January 19
Is quilting one of your New Year’s 

Resolutions?  The Hands of Friendship 
Quilt Guild meets from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 
the First United Methodist Church Fel-
lowship Hall, 300 E. Washington.  They 
meet the third Wednesday of each month.  
For more information call 660-665-8214.

Anti-abortion group urges pro-GOP  
Missouri congressional map
By DAVID A. LIEB
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. 
(AP) — The leader of Mis-
souri’s largest anti-abor-
tion group on Monday 
urged state lawmakers 
to adopt an aggressively 
Republican congressio-
nal map that could leave 
Democrats holding just 
one of the state’s eight 
U.S. House seats after the 
next election.

Republican lawmakers 
in charge of redrawing 
the state’s congressional 
districts have put forth 
a plan that would essen-
tially maintain the status 
quo, with Republicans 
likely to win six districts 
and Democrats two.

At a public hearing Mon-
day, Missouri Right to Life 
urged a Republican-led 
House panel to instead 
draw a map that gives the 
GOP a shot at winning sev-
en districts. To do so, map-
makers would have to split 
up the Kansas City-based 
district of Democratic U.S. 
Rep. Emanuel Cleaver by 

attaching parts of it to 
multiple Republican-lean-
ing rural areas.

“We’ve seen Missouri 
grow more conservative, 
and I believe that right 
now is the time to fight 
for a 7-1 map,” said Susan 
Klein, executive director 
of Missouri Right to Life.

Klein’s testimony 
brought to the forefront an 
internal division among 
Republicans, who are 
wrestling with how much 
they should try to gerry-
mander voting districts to 
aid their quest of winning 
control of the U.S. House. 
Democrats currently hold 
a slim congressional ma-
jority. Districts across the 
U.S. must be redrawn for 
the 2022 elections to ac-
count for population shifts 
noted in the 2020 census.

Political parties that 
control redistricting can 
gain an advantage either 
by packing voters from 
the opposing party into a 
few districts or splitting 
them among multiple dis-
tricts to dilute their influ-
ence. Republican-led state 

legislatures have passed 
aggressive redistricting 
plans in states such as 
North Carolina, while 
Democratic-led legisla-
tures have done likewise 
in states such as Illinois.

But aggressive gerry-
manders also can back-
fire in at least a couple 
of ways. They are more 
apt to be legally chal-
lenged and potentially 
replaced by a judicial-
ly drawn map. And to 
maximize their chances 
of winning, parties often 
have to settle for smaller 
victory margins in dis-
tricts, making it more 
likely that districts could 
flip to the opposing party 
if political winds change.

“We as representa-
tives have to do a risk 
assessment. Is it worth 
the risk for the reward?” 
said House Redistrict-
ing Committee Chairman 
Rep. Dan Shaul, who is 
sponsoring the proposed 
map likely to maintain a 
6-2 Republican edge.

See MAP, Page A3



KIRKSVILLE DAILY EXPRESS  |  Wednesday, January 12, 2022
  A3 Obituaries

OBITUARIES

Lucille Virginia (Starbuck) York, 94, of Kirksville, 
Missouri died January 5, 2022 at The Pines in Kirksville, 
Missouri.

The daughter of Perley Floyd and Bes-
sie (Johnson) Starbuck, she was born No-
vember 13, 1927 in Queen City, Missouri.

In December of 1949, in Kirksville, 
Missouri she was united in marriage 
to Ola Nelson York. Lucille graduated 
from Northeast Missouri State Universi-
ty earning both a Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree. Lucille taught elementary education for over thir-
ty years starting her career in a one room schoolhouse.

Lucille had many creative interests. She was an avid 
reader, gardener, artist, musician, quilter and had several 
cats she loved dearly throughout the years. Lucille was 
a member of the Full Gospel Church. Lucille’s faith was 
strong and she spent her final days with family, calm 
with the knowledge that she was going to her true home 
with the Lord.

Lucille is survived by one son, Ola Dean York of Green-
top, Missouri; two daughters, Judy L. York of Kirksville, 
Missouri and Gloria 1. (Michael) Eppley of Springfield, 
Illinois; granddaughter, Claire E. Eppley of Springfield, 
Illinois and brother Floyd (Peggy) Starbuck of Kirksville, 
Missouri.

Lucille was preceded in death by her parents, her 
brother Gerald and two sisters Buelah “Kathy” Kelly and 
Wilma, who passed as a child.

A private family service will be held.
Memorial contributions may be made to Myers Cem-

etery, Queen City, Missouri and may be entrusted with 
Davis-Playle-Hudson-Rimer Funeral Home 2100 E. Shep-
herd Kirksville, MO 63501

Donald T. Wayman, 84, of Novinger, Missouri, 
passed away Sunday, January 9, 2022.  

Donald was born December 7, 
1937, the son of Talbert Wayman 
and Wanda (Fountain) Wayman.  
On June 16, 1959, near Novinger, 
Donald was united in marriage to 
Lois Ann Brawner.

Donald is survived by two sons 
and one daughter-in-law: Roger 
Wayman from Kirksville Missouri, 
Rusty (Kim) Wayman of Novinger, Missouri; two 
daughters and sons-in-law: Susan (Paul) Hazen of 
Kirksville, Missouri, and Nancy (Tim) Findling of 
Novinger, Missouri; his longtime girlfriend Betty 
Wood of LaPlata, Missouri; and his brother Bill 
(Annell) Wayman of Buena Vista, Colorado.  Donald 
is also survived by 7 grandchildren: Jason (Katie) 
Wayman, Emily (Justin) Bushnell, Thomas Hazen, 
Liam Hazen, Colin Hazen, Holly Findling, and Wes-
ley Findling; and 3 great-grandchildren:  Raylee 
Bushnell, Alivia Wayman, and Westin Wayman.  
Donald was preceded in death by his mother, when 
he was an infant, his father and stepmother, and one 
brother, Gary Wayman.

Donald was a lifelong resident of the area.  After 
graduating from Greentop High School, Donald 
moved to the rural Novinger area where he began 
farming with his maternal grandparents.  He was a 
successful farmer in row cropping, beef cattle and 
operated a major hog operation.  Donald’s Grandad 
Fountain started Donald with nine head of cows 
and Donald turned that into 350 head by retaining 
heifers, never purchasing.  Donald was a member 

of the Kirksville Moose Lodge and the Masonic 
Lodge No. 105, A.F. & A.M.  He served as president 
of the Novinger R-I School Board when his children 
were in school.  Donald took great pride in his kids’ 
activities, rarely missing a sporting or other event.

Donald was generous to the community by sup-
porting the Novinger Labor Day Celebration with 
the donation of hogs, the baseball/softball asso-
ciation with a scoreboard, etc.  Donald and Betty 
enjoyed gardening and canning and sharing his 
numerous garden items.  He planted and worked a 
large garden for as long as he was physically able 
to do so.  Donald was known for his hard work, long 
hours, and wanting things done the right way…
which was “his” way.  Donald greatly enjoyed seeing 
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren, as well 
members of Betty’s family.  He could also be quite 
the prankster and loved playing jokes on others with 
his medicated rock, mouse in a box, fake poop, etc.

Funeral services will be held at 1:30 Wednesday, 
January 12, 2022, at Travis-Noe Funeral Home in 
Kirksville, Missouri with Reverend Alan Coonfield 
officiating. Masonic services will be held at 10:30 
a.m. on Wednesday. Family will receive friends 
from 11:00 to 1:30 on Wednesday, January 12.  In-
terment will follow the service at Jewell Cemetery, 
rural Kirksville, Missouri. 

Pallbearers will be Jason Wayman, Emily Bush-
nell, Thomas Hazen, Liam Hazen, Colin Hazen, and 
Wesley Findling. 

Expressions of sympathy in memory of Donald 
may be made to the Jewell Church Cemetery Fund 
and left at/mailed to Travis-Noe Funeral Home, P.O. 
Box 306, Kirksville, Missouri.

Lucille Virginia YorkDonald Wayman
January 5, 2022Sunday, January 9, 2022

credits that can be is-
sued in the program’s 
first year at $25 million 
and a requirement ty-
ing the program to state 
transportation aid being 
funded at 40%, were 
changes added over the 
course of last year’s ses-
sion to gain support.

Brattin’s bill doesn’t 
include geographic lim-
its — which have long 
been a feature that’s 
been centered around 
the debate on expand-
ing charter schools in 
Missouri — and would 
open the program to stu-
dents across the state. It 
also does not include a 
transportation funding 
trigger.

“Why, because of your 
ZIP code or where you’re 
located, should you be 
stymied from being 
able to have access to go 
somewhere that’s going 
to educate your kids?” 
Brattin said.

Rather than being 
funded through dona-
tions to nonprofits that 
donors could receive tax 
credits for, the expanded 
program under Brattin’s 
bill would be funded by 
an appropriation state 
lawmakers would allo-
cate.

In order to receive 
the funds, which would 
equal the amount of state 
aid students’ resident 
districts would have nor-
mally received, parents 
would also have to agree 
they would not enroll 
their student in a public 
or charter school — lim-
iting options to private 
school, home schooling 
or virtual education.

The bill would also 
change the order in 
which eligible students 
had been prioritized to 
receive funds, and re-
move the prioritization 
of special needs stu-
dents with an approved 
individualized education 
plan, or IEP.

Instead, the bill would 
first prioritize students 
who had previously re-
ceived grants. Next 
would be students whose 
families’ income is at or 
below the income stan-
dard to qualify for free 
or reduced price lunch — 
a little over $49,000 for 
a family of four — and 
lastly to students whose 
families’ income is two 
times that amount — a 
little over $98,000 for a 
family of four.

If the number of eligi-
ble students exceeds the 
amount of funding, then 
a lottery would be held 

to select students for re-
maining grants. Once a 
student receives a grant, 
they would remain eligi-
ble regardless of income 
changes.

The funds would also 
be managed by “private 
financial management 
firms” rather than non-
profits, but still be over-
seen by the state Trea-
surer’s office.

Koenig, who had not 
yet reviewed Brattin’s 
bill, said he would be in 
favor of expanding the 
ESA program, but noted 
he personally did not file 
a bill to do so, “because 
there’s going to be a lot 
of opposition until we see 
it up and running.”

Work has been under-
way in the Treasurer’s 
Office to implement the 
program. Emails ob-
tained through a records 
request under Missouri’s 
open records law show 
Treasurer’s Office staff 
have weighed questions 
on how the program will 
function, like when tax 
credits can be autho-
rized under the bill, and 
have looked at how states 
with similar programs 
operate, like Florida.

Mary Compton, a 
spokeswoman for Trea-
surer Scott Fitzpatrick, 
said Friday that Fitz-
patrick is supportive 
of eliminating the geo-
graphic limitations in 
the ESA program and 
increasing funding to 
provide more students 
access to it.

It remains to be seen if 
lawmakers will attempt 
to make less sweeping 
changes to the current 
ESA program.

At the end of the ses-
sion last year, concerns 
were raised about a 
transportation trig-
ger that kicks off the 
program being tied to 
transportation funding 
allocated in fiscal year 
2021, rather than each 
subsequent year.

Rep. Phil Christofanel-
li, R-St. Peters and the 
sponsor of the bill that 
founded the ESA pro-
gram, previously said 
the trigger was written 
as intended. Koenig said 
last week he didn’t feel 
the trigger needed to be 
changed.

Meanwhile, oppo-
nents of the program say 
they’re still not satisfied 
with its current parame-
ters and would like to see 
it implemented before 
expansions are made.

“We should be invest-
ing in programs where 
we’re seeing great out-
comes. And before we 
even have any data to 
expand a program that 

hasn’t currently been im-
plemented, I don’t think 
that that’s the right ap-
proach,” said Sen. Lau-
ren Arthur, a Kansas 
City Democrat who vot-
ed against the ESA’s pas-
sage last year.

Arthur, a former 
teacher who’s taught in 
a charter school, said she 
hopes to see the ESA pro-
gram amended, includ-
ing to more strongly tar-
get aiding the students 
it was intended to pri-
oritize, like low-income 
students.

Other education  
issues on deck

Lawmakers have also 
refiled school choice bills 
to tackle discrepancies 
in charter school fund-
ing, access to virtual 
education and to expand 
charter schools.

One proposal that, like 
the ESA bill, narrowly 
passed out of the House 
last year was a bill that 
would create a voluntary 
open enrollment system 
within public schools. 
This year, a version of 
the program is also being 
sponsored by O’Laugh-
lin, R-Shelbina and the 
chair of the Senate Ed-
ucation Committee, who 
said she hopes it would 
help schools be more re-
sponsive to parents.

“Schools need to un-
derstand and accept 
that parents are the 
primary factor in kids’ 
lives,” O’Laughlin said. 
“They’re not all perfect 
and all that, but this kind 
of thing makes them ac-
cept that fact.”

A bipartisan group of 
senators have also iden-
tified improving literacy 
as an issue they hope to 
collaborate on through 
legislation this session.

“I’m hoping we can 
find some consensus and 
that we all again focus on 
the common sense areas 
where there’s agreement 
as opposed to what are 
polarizing, and in my 
mind, unproductive top-
ics,” Arthur said.

But Republican law-
makers’ have signaled 
their intent this session 
to push legislation born 
out of backlash to school 
boards and discussion on 
how issues of race and 
history are taught in the 
classroom.

The first bills on deck 
to be heard in the House 
Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Com-
mittee Tuesday include 
legislation that would 
establish versions of a 
“Parents’ Bill of Rights” 
and to allow for school 
board members to be re-
called.

SCHOOLS 
Continued from Page A1

MAP 
Continued from Page A2

Other Republican com-
mittee members, though 
expressing opposition to 
abortion, also raised con-
cerns about pressing for a 
map with an expected 7-1 
advantage.

“I think in just about ev-
ery scenario that I’ve tried 
to play out in my mind of 
a 7-1 map, it seems to me 
that we lose, and we could 
be in a worse situation for 
the cause of pro-life,” said 
Republican state Rep. Ben 
Baker, of Neosho.

Other Republican com-
mittee members also ex-
pressed concerns about try-
ing to maximize Republican 
gains. They said the Senate, 

where bills can be filibus-
tered, was unlikely to pass 
a 7-1 map. They also not-
ed that House Republicans 
would need at least some 
Democratic support to pass 
an emergency clause on a 
bill, which is necessary for 
a redistricting map to take 
effect in time for Missouri’s 
August primary elections.

Shaul described his pro-
posed map as a good start-
ing point.

It would slightly boost the 
Republican vote share in the 
2nd District in suburban St. 
Louis, according to political 
data from Missouri’s 2018 
and 2020 elections provided 
by state House redistricting 
staff. The 2nd District, held 
by Republican Rep. Ann 
Wagner, is the closest thing 
Missouri currently has to 

being a swing district.
The proposed map also 

would slightly boost the Dem-
ocratic vote share in Cleav-
er’s 5th District by dropping 
rural areas and focusing the 
district more tightly on the 
Kansas City area.

Shaul said his proposed 
map splits fewer coun-
ties and voting districts 
that the current map and 
is designed to withstand a 
potential court challenge. 
Several leaders from the 
Ray County community of 
Richmond — population 
6,000 — opposed the map 
Monday because it would 
split their city between two 
congressional districts. 
Some committee members 
expressed an openness to 
changing that before an ex-
pected vote on Wednesday.

Missouri man who killed, buried 
wife sentenced to 28 years

Associated Press

COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) — 
A judge on Friday sentenced 
a Missouri man to 28 years 
in prison — the maximum 
he could impose — for the 
2019 killing of his wife, 
whose body he buried in a 
state park and whose death 
he misled the authorities 
about for more than a year.

The sentence Judge 
Brouck Jacobs gave to 
26-year-old Joseph Elledge 
was the one jurors recom-
mended in November when 
they convicted Elledge of 
second-degree murder in the 
killing of his wife, Mengqi Ji, 
28. Ji met Elledge after she 
moved to the U.S. from Chi-
na to study engineering at 
the University of Missouri.

Before Jacobs handed 
down his sentence, which 
couldn’t have exceeded the 
jury’s recommended one, 
Boone County Prosecuting 
Attorney Dan Knight called 
for him to put Elledge be-
hind bars for as long as he 
could, KOMU-TV reported.

“The defendant deserves 
no break because he dis-
played no remorse,” Knight 
said.

Knight also called Elledge 
the “biggest complainer in 
the history of the Boone 
County Jail,” noting that he 
filed 28 grievances about its 
temperature and the noise 
made by its heating system, 
plumbing, faucets, toilets 
and TV. Elledge called the 
noises “cruel and unusual 
punishment.”

Elledge’s second-degree 
murder conviction will re-
quire him to serve at least 
85% of his sentence before 
being eligible for parole.

Elledge reported Ji miss-

ing in October 2019, prompt-
ing months of extensive 
searches. Her remains were 
found last March in a park 
near Columbia, where the 
couple lived.

During the trial, Knight 
described Elledge as a “stone 
cold killer” and argued that 
he was guilty of first-degree 
murder because he inten-
tionally killed Ji. Prosecu-
tors used social media posts, 
audiotapes and a journal 
Elledge kept to document the 
couple’s volatile relationship.

But Elledge said Ji’s death 
was accidental. He said Ji 
fell and hit her head on Oct. 
8, 2019, after he pushed her 
during an argument, and 
that he found her dead in 
bed the next morning. He 
said he panicked, put her 
body in the trunk of her 
car and didn’t report what 
happened while he tried to 
decide what to do.

On Oct. 10, 2019, with 
the couple’s then-year-old 
daughter in the car, Elledge 
drove to Rock Bridge State 
Park, about 5 miles (8 kilo-
meters) south of Columbia. 
There, he dug a grave and 
buried Ji not far from where 
he had proposed to her. He 
then returned home and re-
ported her missing.

Elledge’s attorney Scott 
Rosenblum argued that his 
client was awkward and 
made “unbelievably dumb” 
decisions after Ji died, but 
that he never intended to 
kill his wife and should not 
have been charged with 
murder. Rosenblum filed a 
motion for a new trial, but 
Jacobs denied it.

Elledge said he discovered 
in the days before Ji’s death 
that she had been exchang-
ing sexually suggestive mes-

sages on social media with 
a man from China. He also 
testified that the couple’s re-
lationship suffered because 
of tension caused by her par-
ents, who moved from China 
to live with them after their 
daughter was born in Octo-
ber 2018.

But Knight said in an in-
terview with The Associated 
Press on Friday night that 
the defense “fabricated” the 
story that Ji’s death was ac-
cidental. Knight said Rosen-
blum said in a 2020 bond 
hearing that Ji “took off.”

He said he wasn’t able to 
question Elledge or Rosen-
blum about the discrepancy 
because of attorney-client 
privilege.

“I wish I would have been 
successful in convicting 
him of murder in the first 
degree,” Knight said. “It 
didn’t happen. The defense 
asked for an outright ac-
quittal. We were a lot closer 
in getting what we wanted 
than the defense.”

The couple met in 2015 
at Nanova, a company that 
makes dental products, 
where Ji was Elledge’s super-
visor. They began dating the 
following year and eventual-
ly traveled to China, where 
Elledge asked Ji’s parents 
for permission to marry her. 
The couple married in 2017.

Ji earned a master’s de-
gree in mechanical and 
aerospace engineering from 
the University of Missouri 
in December 2014. Elledge 
was a student at the univer-
sity when his wife died.

The family’s attorney, Amy 
Salladay, said in a statement 
that Ji’s parents, Ke Ren and 
Xiaolin Ji, are grateful that 
Jacobs upheld the jurors’ rec-
ommended sentence.
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THE BORN LOSER

FRANK AND ERNEST

MONTY

THAT A BABY

SUDOKU

HERMAN

CROSSWORD

Embrace change and turn your ideas into op-
portunities. Take the plunge and live up to your 
expectations. Step outside your comfort zone. 
Trust yourself, not someone else. You’ll gain insight 
into who you are and what you can do. Let your 
imagination lead the way and your intuition keep 
you on track.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Consider your 
options and do your homework. Carving out a 
path that will make your every move count will 
build confidence. Verify and process information 
before you act on it or pass it along. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Sit tight and 
listen carefully. Don’t pass along information if you 
can’t verify the facts. Consider what you can do to 
make a difference. Volunteer to help a cause you 
believe in. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Less talk and more 
action will help you gain momentum. The way you 
handle others will display your nerve. Stop worry-
ing about what others think; do what you know is 
the right thing to do.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Monitor the 
changes going on around you. Don’t make a move 
until you feel comfortable. Focus on getting things 
right the first time. Take better care of your health 
and well-being. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- You’ll have trou-
ble making up your mind. Don’t expect others 
to agree with you or offer help without getting 
something in return. Put more effort into how you 
present yourself. Romance is featured.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- You’ll have the right 
idea, but getting others on board won’t be so easy. 

Don’t waste time trying to convince others to see 
things your way. Move forward alone and let your 
achievements speak for you. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- The changes you 
bring about will encourage you to expand your 
knowledge and skills to keep up with trends. Time 
spent with a loved one will enhance your relation-
ship. Team up with a valuable partner.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Concentrate on what 
you want to achieve. Physical action will be re-
warding and ensure that you get things done to 
your specification. Refuse to let someone take 
charge or disrupt your plans. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Go where the action 
is, then listen and observe. The information you 
receive will help you decide on your next move. Go 
about your business and let others do as they please. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Resolve financial and 
domestic matters. Think outside the box, and you’ll 
come up with a plan that will save you money and 
encourage a positive change. Do what’s best for you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Do what you need 
to do. If you are wishy-washy, you’ll confuse others, 
making it more difficult to finish what you start. 
Be open to suggestions and do the necessary leg-
work. Romance is favored.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Don’t mess 
around when it comes to the facts. Spell out pre-
cisely what you want to say, and when someone 
gives you a hazy response, ask direct questions. 
Find out where you stand. 

* * *
COPYRIGHT 2021 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are format-
ted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 
1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order 
in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

PREVIOUS ANSWER
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Evaluate your living arrangements and do what-
ever it takes to add to your comfort. A healthy 
state of mind will ensure that you do your best in 
every aspect of life. Gravitate toward the people, 
activities and events that will encourage you to 
follow a satisfying path and support the lifestyle 
you want to live.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Take the time 
to assess your priorities, and make sure you do 
something that puts a smile on your face. Sur-
round yourself with people who are uplifting and 
eager to join the fun. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Take a creative 
approach to the way you handle a friend, relative 
or colleague. Offer to do your fair share; you’ll be 
surprised how quickly things progress. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- You’ll receive 
sound advice or an opportunity from someone 
who knows your capabilities. A change in direction 
will boost your confidence. Set up meetings or 
interviews, or send out resumes.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Keep your wits 
about you and your finger on the pulse. Update 
information and carry on with confidence. Refuse 
to let what others do distract you. Channel your 
energy into preparation. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Don’t overthink 
what you must do. Trust in your ability to do what’s 
right, and you’ll avoid mistakes and deter someone 
from trying to take control. Stand tall and give 
your all. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Put your energy 
where it counts. Learn all you can, and you’ll be 
prepared to take on anyone and anything. Trust in 

your intelligence and instincts, and you will best a 
competitor. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- A positive shift is 
heading your way. Be open to suggestions and 
offer friendly advice. What you want will fall into 
place. A partnership looks promising. Use your 
imagination. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Revisit your long-term 
goals. Make adjustments that will encourage sup-
port from those you need on your team. A change 
of attitude is encouraged. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Tidy up loose 
ends. Time is of the essence, and living up to your 
promises will be necessary to avoid criticism. Put 
your heart on the line, and be open with your 
affections. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- You’re heading in 
the right direction. The information you gather will 
help you recognize the changes required to reach 
your goal. Embrace an adventure, but don’t push 
others to get involved. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Explore what life 
has to offer and how others fit into your plans. Ex-
pand your workspace if it will help you get ahead. 
Attend a meeting or event that offers valuable 
information. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- If you mix 
business with pleasure, you’ll discover something 
interesting that will encourage you to use your 
skills differently. Don’t feel compelled to act in 
haste due to outside pressure. 

* * *
COPYRIGHT 2021 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are format-
ted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 
1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order 
in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

PREVIOUS ANSWER
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True modulars 30 to 60 day
delivery available, 3 and 4
bedroom. 573-657-7040
chateauhomes.net

TINY HOMES We gottem
573-881-3283

USPS IS NOW HIRING
KIRKSVILLE POST OFFICE JOB FAIR

210 E Jefferson St Kirksville MO 63501
January 19th 2022 • 9:00am-12:00pm

USPS in Kirksville, MO is Now Hiring for

RURAL CARRIER ASSOCIATE (RCA) $19.06/HOUR

KIRKSVILLE MO-USPS KS-MO is now hiring Rural Carrier Associates 
(RCAs) to provide rural mail delivery, customer service, and individual 

duties as assigned. Training provided. The United States Postal Service is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

HOW TO APPLY:  Interested applicants should log on to 
www.usps.com/careers to search by state (MISSOURI) 

and apply for available Rural Carrier Associate positions.
Paper applications will not be accepted.

NUMEROUS RCA POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE
Duties & requirements for this position include:

• Sorting, delivering, and collecting mail on foot 
and/or by vehicle under a variety of weather 
conditions

• Maintaining a professional appearance and provid-
ing a positive customer service experience

• May be required to provide own vehicle with auto-
matic transmission to deliver mail

• Working variable hours up to 6 days a week
• Must be 18 years of age and not enrolled in high 

school
• Must pass criminal background check
• Must pass drug screening
• Must have a valid driver’s license 

(2 years continuous)
• Must have good driving record
• Must be a U.S. citizen or have permanent resident 

status

WHEN TO APPLY:  NOW!
These non-career positions can be a career path to Full Time Rural Carrier positions. 63

72
47
s

Stock mobile homes avail-
able: We gottem, single
and doublewide 3 and 4
bedroom! Call Tuffy
573-657-2176
amegamobilehomes.com

Mobile welding and fabri-
cation, brush clearing, CRP
maintenance, dirt work,
stump removal, post hole
d i g g i n g ,  d r i v e w a y s .
660-216-7268

IN THE JUVENILE DIVISION
OF TILE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE COUNTY OF ADAIR

STATE OF MISSOURI

Case No. 21AR-JU00072

ORDER OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE
THE STATE OF MISSOURI to the natural Father, Austin York, of 
K.A.Y., a minor child under the age of 17:
1. You are hereby notified that an action has been commenced in the 

Circuit Court of Adair County, by Petition, the object and general 
nature of which is to obtain a decree of adoption of KA.Y., by 
Steven VanSickel AND Stephanie VanSickel, Petitioners.

2. The names of all parties to said suit are stated above in the caption 
hereof and the name and address of the attorney for the Peti-
tioners is JOSHUA E. DeLEEUW, 210 N. Elson Street, Kirksville, 
Missouri 63501. 

3. You are further notified that, unless you file an answer or other 
pleading or shall otherwise appear and defend against the 
aforesaid petition within forty-five (45) days after the 5th day of 
January, 2022, a decree of adoption may be rendered in favor of 
the Petitioners.

4. It is ordered that a copy hereof be published according to the law 
in the Kirksville Daily Express, a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the County of Adair, State of Missouri.

A true copy from the record.

In the Matter of
K.A.Y.,
a Minor Male Child
Born August 26, 2016

and
STEVEN VANSICKEL and
STEPHANIE VANSICKEL,

Petitioners,
vs.
KILEY BALLANGER,

and
AUSTIN YORK

Respondents.

Witness my hand and seal of
The Circuit Court, County of Adair, State of
Missouri, the 27th . day of December, 2021.

Linda Decker, Adair County Circuit Clerk

Publication Dates - January 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2022.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
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AVAILABLE stock mobile
homes immediately, dou-
ble wide and single, 3 and
4 bedroom. 573-499-9993
columbiadiscounthomes.c
om

Mobile Homes For Sale
REAL ESTATE SALES

Looking for office space?
Ideal for small beauty
shop or professional office
use. Located on major
Kirksville street, good sin-
age, low utilities and con-
crete parking. Lowest
square foot rate in Kirks-
ville. $225.00 to $700.00 a
month. 660-341-0123

Homemade Candies, fresh
garlic, jams and jellies,
spices, honey, blankets,
stainless steel kitchen
wares, steam table pans
and lids. Kerosene lamps
and parts, some Aladdin
parts. Poly and wooden
clothes pins, regular and
wide mouth jar lids, glass
jars, color books, boxed
cards, children's books,
Gift items, wooden han-
dles and puzzles. Train
Track Candies & More
11538 Iceberg Ave, La Plata
3rd Lane to your Left.

Office/Commercial Rentals
REAL ESTATE RENTALS

HANDYMAN: Install interi-
or and exterior doors and
windows, siding, decks,
showers and toilets, floor-
ing and drywall, roofs and
dirt work. 660-956-5135.

CITY OF MILAN, MISSOURI
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

SOLID WASTE SERVICES 2022

The City of Milan, Missouri, is accepting proposals for 
City-wide Solid Waste Services.  All submitters must 
obtain a copy of the complete specifications at Milan 
City Hall or by calling or emailing the following: 660-
265-4411, cityadm@nemr.net. Any questions should be 
directed to the City Administrator.  Proposals marked 
“Solid Waste Services Proposal 2022" must be 
received at Milan City Hall, 212 East 2nd Street, PO Box 
247, Milan, Missouri 63556 no later than Friday January 
21, 2022 by 4:15 PM, at which time they will be opened.  
Award consideration will take place at a later date at a 
Board of Aldermen meeting.  

636809cb

Local Notice as Part of the Environmental 
Notification Process for the Registration 

of Antenna Structures 
All interested persons are invited to review and request 

further environmental processing of an FCC application 
for PI Tower Development, LLC c/o LendLease Americas, 
Inc proposing the following telecommunications antenna 

structure at .08 mi SW of Tiger Way & McClay St, Brashear, 
Adair County, MO 63533.  FCC Form 854 File Number 

A1207232 proposes a 360 ft guyed communications 
tower.  The tower will be lit with a Medium-Dual Intensity 

System. This application may be reviewed by entering 
the above file number at this website: www.fcc.gov/asr/

applications. Interested persons may raise environmental 
concerns by filing a “Request for Environmental Review” 
with the FCC within 30 days of this posting. Instructions 
for filing requests are contained on the following website: 
www.fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest. The FCC strongly 

encourages requests to be filed online; however, written 
requests may also be sent by mail to the following address: 
FCC Requests for Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon 
Williams, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554
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Miscellaneous
Wevers Outside Wood Fur-
naces, have an assortment
of parts, line, and etc. Call
6 6 0 - 4 2 3 - 5 2 4 2 ,  c e l l
660-216-9885. Open 6 p.m. -
9 p.m. Monday - Friday,
Saturday anytime, call
first.

Wood & Accessories

New 3 pt. tillers, heavy
duty, gear driven, 7' to 10'
s t a r t i n g  a t  $ 3 , 0 5 0 .
660-874-4455.

MERCHANDISE

Lawn/Garden/Landscape

HANDYMAN: Install interi-
or and exterior doors and
windows, siding, decks,
showers and toilets, floor-
ing and drywall, roofs and
dirt work. 660-956-5135.

Work Wanted
EMPLOYMENT

Pasture and hay ground
needed around Adair and
Knox County. Please Con-
tact 660-216-5887 or
417-773-2507

Land/Pasture
DIRT WORK All types of
excavation, reclaiming
overgrown fields, includ-
ing CRP and WRP. Building
site preparation, terrace
and tiling maintaining and
creating new trails and
crossings, rock hauling,
Food plot development
and maintenance. Leveling
and grading, wetland con-
struction and mainte-
nance. Pond and lake
cleaning and construction.
C a l l  f o r  q u o t e s .
660-342-2701

Chat/Dirt/Gravel
SERVICES

5x6 Round bales mixed
grass hay; 5x6 Alfalfa
mixed hay; 2nd cutting
small square bales. Can
load, call for more infor-
mation. 660-341-4031 Wat-
son Hay Sales

Hay/Feed/Seed
WANTED TO BUY: Harley
Davidson's, any year, any
condition, cash money.
Days 660-263-1356 or
660-537-0068

Wanted
WANTED TO BUY: Farm
Machinery and Estates.
Call James L. Johnston.
573-473-4904

New 3 pt. tillers, heavy
duty, gear driven, 7' to 10'
s t a r t i n g  a t  $ 3 , 0 5 0 .
660-874-4455

WANTED TO BUY: Harley
Davidson's, any year, any
condition, cash money.
Days 660-263-1356 or
660-537-0068

Equipment & Supplies Motorcycles NOW HIRING
North Central Missouri Regional Water 
Commission (NCMRWC) is hiring for a

PLANT OPERATIONS 
MANAGER

Under administrative direction, oversees, supervises, 
and coordinates the operation and maintenance of the 
NCMRWC Water Treatment Plant; coordinates assigned 
activities with General Manager, Office Manager, 
contractors and Commission, outside agencies, and the 
general public as necessary and maintain open lines of 
communications.

Submission Deadline: January 31, 2022, 3:00 PM
For More Detailed Job Description:  East Locust Creek 
Reservoir (elcr.info)
For Mail Submission: Allstate Consultants, Attn: Natalie 
Adams, 30601 Highway 5, Marceline, MO 64658
For E-Mail Submission: Natalie Adams NAdams@
allstateconsultants.net
For Questions Regarding the Position: Brad Scott, 
816-590-0264

• Salaried pay commensurate with experience
• Health and retirement benefits, paid time-off
• Team member on construction of East Locust 

Creek Reservoir

General Description
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AGRI-BUSINESS RECREATION

A.T. Still University of Health Sciences has the following 
positions open:

Positions located on the Kirksville, Missouri campus
• ATSU - Behavioral Health & Wellness Counselor
• ATSU - Compliance Manager
• ATSU - Director, A.T. Still Research Institute
• ATSU - Document Imaging Processor
• ATSU - Executive Assistant ITS
• ATSU - Service Worker
• ATSU - Skilled General Maintenance I
• KCOM - Administrative Assistant, Still OPTI
• KCOM - Instructional Coordinator
• KCOM - Project, Immunization, and Credentialing 

   Coordinator

Remote positions
• ATSU - Network Database Administrator
• ATSU - Sponsored Programs Post-Award 

   Projects Manager
• CGHS - Enrollment Representative

Positions offer an excellent benefits package. For more in-
formation and to apply, visit atsu.edu/employment. ATSU 
is an equal opportunity and affirmative action employer.
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CLASSIFIEDS
OPEN 8:00  - 5:00   MONDAY - FRIDAY  |  701 EAST LAHARPE SUITE C, KIRKSVILLE, MO
660.665.2808  | WWW.KIRKSVILLEDAILYEXPRESS.COM

SHOP THE MARKETPLACE 
IN PRINT OR ONLINE!

WE MAKE IT SO EASY TO 
SELL YOUR STUFF AND

Kirksville Daily Express

HOLIDAY SPECIAL/ BUSINESS SPECIALHOUSING FOR RENTPETS

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

• 25 Words
• 3 Days

$5 $5 $750
TRUCKS AND CARS

• 25 Words
• Plus Photo
• 3 Days

$7
DEADLINES: 2 Days prior at noon Display:

Make some 
cash!Make some 
cash!

Wednesday, January 12, 2022 www.kirksvilledailyexpress.com  Kirksville Daily Express | CLASSIFIEDS 1

Please support the proud advertisers that power your community paper.

Small ads produce big results.
Ask about our advertising

660.665.2808
kirksvilledailyexpress.com



Austin Miller
Daily Express

It’s tough for the Tru-
man women’s basketball 
team to recognize itself as 
the team that started back 
in November.

The Bulldogs (8-5) lost 
four non-conference games 
at tournaments, the first 
time since 2016-17 that the 
program lost four games 
in the November-Decem-
ber portion of the schedule. 
And with a three-point loss 
to Missouri-St. Louis on 
Dec. 2 to start conference 
play, the Bulldogs lost their 
fifth game — matching the 
total number of games they 
lost in a condensed 2020-21 
season.

Now winners of five 
straight since the UMSL 
loss, Truman feels like it 
finally has some positive 
momentum.

“I really think we start-
ed off so rocky,” said for-
ward Ellie Weltha said. 
“When we looked at the 
season, we were like, 
‘We’re missing some 
pieces, we’re going to 
be moving some pieces 
around a lot more, and 
we’re not yet sure who’s 
going to go where.’ The 
start of the season was 
really rough and really 
slow, honestly. But I think 
we’ve really honed in on 
developing and doing the 
little things right. Those 
games we lost, we lost 
because we didn’t do the 
little things right. We’ve 
put an emphasis on that in 
practices. Not turning the 
ball over, smarter passes, 
utilizing mismatches and 
really exploiting other 
teams. I don’t think we did 
a good job of that at the 
beginning of the year, now 
we’re progressing and do-
ing a lot better.”

Only one of Truman’s 
losses was by double 
digits, so those were all 
games the team was in. 
Replacing two starters, 

building up a bench with 
several young players 
— those are facets that 
stuck out in the team’s 
first games. The young-
er players have a better 
sense of what is expected 
of them, what their roles 
are, and how they mesh 
with the veterans.

“I think anything comes 
with playing. You can’t 
just step in and be like, 
‘This is what I’m going to 
do, everyone,’” said point 
guard Hannah Belanger, 
who surpassed 1,000 ca-
reer points in last Thurs-
day’s win over Lewis. 
“They have to figure out 
(how everyone) plays and 
then learn how to play off 
of them. It was the same 
thing when I was a fresh-
man. … It comes with ex-
perience, it comes with 
playing, and that’s what 
practice is for.”

“It’s so much differ-
ent. Even as a unit, if 
you watched us play back 

then to now, we don’t even 
look like the same team,” 
Weltha said. “The things 
we’re doing, the reads we 
have — girls have really 
matured and figured out 
reads and certain plays. 
At the same time, we’re 
playing together and is 
really nice to see.”

In that 83-75 win at 
home over Lewis last 
week, Belanger converted 
eight straight free throw 
attempts to secure the 
win. The Bulldogs also had 
a number of key defensive 
stops to stay ahead.

The Bulldogs missed out 
on some of those chances 
in early games that they 
lost.

“Watching us early on, 
especially in non-confer-
ence, we had games like 
(the Lewis win) that we 
lost,” said coach Theo 
Dean. “We had them 
where we didn’t hit the 
free throws or we didn’t 
get the stop, we didn’t 

get the rebound. Whether 
some of these young kids 
were in those moments 
or not, they saw the talks 
and they saw the film that 
happened afterwards to 
show them.

“It’s all about, ‘I’m in 
this moment, we’ve been 
in this moment before, 
let’s not make the same 
mistake we had before 
and we’re going to have 
a different result.’ I think 
we’ve done a great job of 
that.”

And now the Bulldogs 
deal with a different form 
of adversity. In the be-
ginning, there were some 
injuries mixed in with the 
youth movement, but the 
Bulldogs avoided COVID 
issues. That hasn’t been 
the case recently.

Truman beat McKen-
dree 79-55 on Saturday 
with eight players. They 
had nine against Lewis 
and 10 in a Jan. 4 win over 
Quincy.

Starters Belanger, 
Weltha and Katey Kluck-
ing — and freshman 
Emma Bulman — are the 
only Bulldogs who have 
played in all 13 games this 
season. Dean expects to 
start getting players back 
this week, but in the mean-
time, the players who are 
dressed have made it 
work.

Sophomore Claire Rake 
got her first career start in 
the Lewis game. She then 
set an early career-high 
in the McKendree game, 
scoring 21 points and go-
ing 6-for-14 from behind 
the arc. Freshman for-
ward Maddie Niemeier is 
averaging nine minutes 
a game and is showing 
like the program’s next 
great rebounder. Fresh-
man Gracie Stugart has 
stepped in as a backup 
point guard right away. 
And players like Nicole 
Dorn and Gabby Nielsen, 
who haven’t gotten much 

time in the past, are get-
ting more minutes.

Deciding on starters and 
rotations recently might 
have been like musical 
chairs for Dean the last 
few weeks, but he thinks 
that can pay off in Febru-
ary and March. He’s had 
players step up when he 
needed them to. Then he 
can count on them to per-
form when they have to.

“We haven’t played one 
game this season with 
our whole 15,” Dean said. 
“Our depth is amazing. I 
knew the longer the sea-
son went on and people 
continued to develop, we 
could go 12, 13 or 15 deep. 
It’s just unfortunate we 
haven’t been able to do it. 
But they’re not waiting to 
see if they’re getting in, 
they know they’re getting 
in. It’s definitely caused 
them to do what I expect 
them to do: focus on that 
gameplan, get extra shots 
up, and know all of those 
things. Because you don’t 
know if we need you to 
play 20 minutes … or if 
you need to fill your 8 to 
10 minutes.”

And that’s a great trend 
to look ahead to after how 
last season ended. Tru-
man’s starting five carried 
the bulk of the load at the 
end of last year and in the 
postseason, so depth was 
a big area of focus for this 
season. With players get-
ting thrust into different 
or larger positions early 
on, Dean feels there has 
been a quicker turnaround 
to building that bench.

“That helps you, as a 
coach, not be in the posi-
tion we were in last year 
where we were in March 
and we were dead,” Dean 
said. “That’s definitely the 
plan. Hopefully COVID 
doesn’t keep moving 
around, but if it does, peo-
ple are going to be thrown 
into positions they might 
not have been if we were 
fully healthy.”
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Truman’s Hannah Belanger looks for a driving lane during a game against Lewis.  AUSTIN MILLER/DAILY EXPRESS

Truman women’s basketball building 
momentum through adversity

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) waves after the Chiefs defeated the 
Denver Broncos in an NFL football game Saturday, Jan. 8, 2022, in Denver.  JACK DEMPSEY 
- FREELANCER, FR42408 AP

Kansas City sluggishly enters 
playoffs with Pittsburgh up first
By DAVE SKRETTA
AP Sports Writer

The Kansas City Chiefs 
did what they had to Satur-
day, beating the Broncos 
on the road to finish up the 
regular season.

Too bad the Titans did 
what they had to Sunday, too.

So rather than have the 
No. 1 seed and a first-round 
bye, the Chiefs will face 
seventh-seeded Pittsburgh 
on Sunday night in the 
wild-card round at Arrow-
head Stadium. It will be a 
rematch of a game from 
just a few weeks ago, when 
the Chiefs led 23-0 by half-
time and rolled through the 
second half in a 36-10 romp.

“When you get a first-
round bye, it’s more of a 

win because you’re getting 
past a round in the play-
offs, which are never easy,” 
Chiefs quarterback Pat-
rick Mahomes said. “But 
we’re ready to go wherever 
against whoever. We just 
go in with the mindset of 
we’re going to have to play 
each-and-every week to get 
back to that Super Bowl.”

The Chiefs didn’t exact-
ly cruise into the playoffs, 
though. The hot streak they 
were on when they played 
Pittsburgh ended the next 
week, when the Bengals 
not only ended their eight-
game win streak but also 
knocked them from first 
place in the conference.

And they weren’t exactly 
great against the Broncos 
on Saturday, either.

The Chiefs struggled to 
contain the Denver ground 
game, gave up too many 
long runs to fill-in Broncos 
quarterback Drew Lock 
and trailed on the score-
board until the fourth quar-
ter. That’s when linebacker 
Nick Bolton bailed them out 
by taking a fumble 86 yards 
for a score that finally gave 
Kansas City the lead for 
good in a 28-24 win.

“That was a big play. That 
was a big-time play by a big-
time player,” Mahomes said. 
“That’s why we brought 
Melvin (Ingram III) over 
here: to make plays like 
that. He made a big play 
for us, Nick picked it up and 
got to the end zone.”

From north to east, NFL firings 
begin on day after finales
By BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

From the NFC North 
to the AFC East, the 
firings began almost 
immediately after the 
NFL’s first 17-game sea-
son concluded.

The Vikings fired 
coach Mike Zimmer and 
general manager Rick 
Spielman on Monday 
following an 8-9 season. 
Division rival Chicago 
parted with coach Matt 
Nagy and GM Ryan 
Pace after going 6-11.

And in a relative sur-
prise, Miami dismissed 
coach Brian Flores, 
whose Dolphins went 
9-8, including a sweep of 
archrival New England.

Indeed, the career 
coaching records for 
each total 130-112-1.

Yet, while in South 
Florida the Dolphins 
seemed to be overachiev-
ers with a modest ros-
ter, both the Vikings and 
Bears were major disap-
pointments this season.

As were the New York 
Giants (4-13), and gener-
al manager Dave Get-
tleman retired Monday, 
though he likely would 
have been fired other-
wise.

One major problem 
for Minnesota and Chi-
cago resides in neigh-
boring Wisconsin: the 
Packers. While Green 
Bay is an NFL power 
and perennial champi-
onship contender, the 
Vikings and Bears have 
been more teasing than 
triumphant.

“We are determined 
to have sustained suc-
cess and bring Vikings 
fans the Super Bowl 
championships they ex-
pect and deserve,” own-
ers Zygi and Mark Wilf 
said in their statement 
after letting go of Zim-

mer and Spielman.
Zimmer was 7-8-1 

against the Packers, 
which isn’t bad consid-
ering how Green Bay 
has performed in recent 
years. It was simply not 

Miami Dolphins head coach Brian Flores directs his 
team during the second half of an NFL football game 
against the New England Patriots, Sunday, Jan. 9, 
2022, in Miami Gardens, Fla.  WILFREDO LEE - STAFF, AP

Chicago Bears head coach Matt Nagy, left, talks with 
Minnesota Vikings head coach Mike Zimmer, right, 
before an NFL football game, Sunday, Jan. 9, 2022, 
in Minneapolis. The Chicago Bears decided to make 
sweeping changes and fired general manager Ryan 
Pace and coach Matt Nagy on Monday. The Minneso-
ta Vikings fired general manager Rick Spielman and 
head coach Mike Zimmer, also on Monday.  BRUCE 
KLUCKHOHN - FREELANCER, FR170893 AP

See CHIEFS, Page A8See NFL, Page A8



By WILL GRAVES
AP Sports Writer

PITTSBURGH (AP) — It 
sounded like wishful think-
ing at best. A throwaway line 
at worst for a coach bracing 
himself for imminent disap-
pointment.

“I’m capable of talking my-
self in(to) anything,” Mike 
Tomlin said last week when 
asked about the seemingly 
unlikely series of events the 
Pittsburgh Steelers needed 
to unfold if they wanted to 
navigate their way to the 
playoffs.

Yet what could have come 
off as naive or trite instead 
provided a glimpse into Tom-
lin’s relentless tunnel vision, 
the kind that’s helped him 
guide the Steelers (9-7-1) to 
their 10th — and by far most 
unlikely — postseason ap-
pearance during his 15 years 
on the sideline.

Over the past four months, 
through injuries, uncharac-
teristically lopsided losses 
and a series of wins whose 
only saving grace was the 
final score — oh and that 
comical tie with Detroit — 
Tomlin’s message has not 
changed.

Down 29 at the half to Min-
nesota? Keep going. Steam-
rolled by Cincinnati ... twice? 
Keep going. Destroyed in 
Kansas City the day after 
Christmas? Keep going.

By comparison, needing 
a win in Baltimore in the 
regular-season finale, a loss 
by Indianapolis to a team so 
bad fans came dressed up as 
clowns and the game between 
the Chargers and Raiders to 
not end in a tie — which it 
nearly did — seemed doable.

“Whether we were win-
ning or losing, whether we 
were up or down, it was al-
ways the same attitude, and 
that’s hard to find,” said wide 
receiver Ray-Ray McCloud, 
who has stunningly morphed 
from a punt return specialist 
to one of quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger’s favorite 
options. “You never change 
your ways. You know you’ve 
just got to win.”

Something the Steelers 
somehow managed to do nine 
times this season — the 15th 
straight non-losing season 
under Tomlin’s watch, the 
longest by a coach to start a 
career in NFL history — de-
spite finishing in the bottom 
third of the league in every 
major statistical category. 
Well, except for the most 
important one.

“I do think it shows some-
thing about this team, that 
you can continue to fight and 
never give up,” Roethlisberg-
er said.

It’s a mindset that’s served 
as the backbone of Tomlin’s 
philosophy since the day he 

replaced Bill Cowher in Jan-
uary 2007. He was 34 at the 
time and largely anonymous. 
Going on two decades lat-
er, Tomlin’s steadfastness 
keeps his team calm and 
tends to rattle opposing 
coaches.

How else to explain Cleve-
land and Tennessee — two 
of the best running teams 
in the NFL — turning to 
their quarterbacks instead 
when facing the worst rush 
defense in the league?

The Titans turned it over 
four times and lost despite 
allowing just 168 yards. The 
Browns seemed to forget 
they had Nick Chubb and 
tried to let Baker Mayfield 
beat the Steelers instead. It 
didn’t work either time.

If any of those three 
games go the other way, 
Pittsburgh’s season is over. 
If the Detroit Lions have 
their regular kicker instead 
of the backup punter at-
tempting an overtime field 
goal during that strange tie 
in November, Pittsburgh’s 
season is over. If Baltimore 
coach John Harbaugh opts 
for overtime instead of going 
for 2 and the win during the 
rivals’ first meeting in De-
cember, Pittsburgh’s season 
is (maybe) over.

It’s not. The Steelers, with 
their minus-55 point differ-
ential, an offense that sput-
ters far more often than it 
shines, a defense that has 
T.J. Watt, Cam Heyward, 
Minkah Fitzpatrick and 
seemingly not much else, 
play on.

Their reward is a trip to 
visit the Chiefs (12-5) on Sun-
day, the same place where 
Kansas City crushed Pitts-
burgh 36-10 three weeks 

ago, a victory that seemed to 
highlight the chasm between 
the two clubs.

Despite being listed as 
13-point underdogs the 
Steelers — stunningly — 
have a chance to bridge that 
gap thanks in large part to 
a coach who seems to have 
a mystical ability to speak 
things into existence.

“We’ve got a lot of warts,” 
Tomlin said. ”But we’re here.”

WHAT’S WORKING
More like who’s working. 

Watt tied Michael Strahan’s 
single-season sack record 
when he pushed his total to 
22 1/2 by taking down Bal-
timore’s Tyler Huntley on 
Sunday. When the possible 
NFL Defensive Player of 
the Year is close to healthy, 
he can make up for Pitts-
burgh’s glaring shortcom-
ings, though he’ll need to 
make more of an impact 
against the Chiefs than he 
did the first time around, 
when he was limited to one 
tackle.

WHAT’S NOT
The offense can be difficult 

to watch. Roethlisberger’s 
6.2 yards per attempt is the 
lowest of his 18-year career 
because of a combination of 
things. The Steelers aren’t 
equipped to win a shootout. 
Any chance they have to up-
set Kansas City relies heavily 
on the defense forcing Pat-
rick Mahomes into mistakes.

STOCK UP
McCloud began the season 

with 28 targets during his 
three-year career. Roethlis-
berger has looked his way 
66 times this season and Mc-
Cloud’s 39th and final recep-
tion came on a 10-yard gain 
on fourth-and-8 in overtime 
that set up Chris Boswell’s 
winning kick.

STOCK DOWN
The Steelers signed tackle 

Zach Banner to a two-year 
deal in the offseason believ-
ing he’d be fully recovered 
from a torn ACL in his right 
knee. Banner appears to 
be healthy after a setback 
during training camp but 
remains on the sideline.

It’s telling the team opted 
to start Joe Haeg at left tack-
le against the Ravens with 
rookie Dan Moore Jr. un-
able to go instead of moving 
Chukwuma Okorafor from 
the right side to the left side 
to create an opportunity for 
Banner.

INJURIES
Rookie running back Na-

jee Harris played most of 
the game with a sleeve on 
his right elbow after getting 
injured in the first quarter.

KEY NUMBER
0 — the number of losing 

seasons the Steelers have 
had since selecting Roethlis-
berger with the 11th overall 
pick in the 2004 draft.

NEXT STEPS
Head to Arrowhead to pick 

up their first playoff victory 
since an 18-16 win in the 
same stadium in the division-
al round of the 2016 playoffs.
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The Chiefs certainly would 
have preferred to have this 
weekend off as the No. 1 seed. 
But the fact that their game 
against Denver was flexed to 
Saturday at least gave them 
an extra day to rest up and get 
ready for a playoff run.

“We’ll be ready,” Chiefs 
coach Andy Reid said. “We’re 
going to utilize whatever 
time we have to make sure 
we get ourselves right for the 
next game.”

WHAT’S WORKING
While the Broncos followed 

the tried-and-true game plan 
of doubling Travis Kelce, and 
Tyreek Hill who was hobbled 
by a nagging injury, the rest 
of the receiving group took a 
step forward. Mecole Hard-
man caught eight passes for 
103 yards, Byron Pringle 
caught five balls for 56 yards 
and Demarcus Robinson had 
three catches for 19 yards.

WHAT NEEDS HELP
Pregame warmups. Two 

weeks ago in Cincinnati, 
left tackle Orlando Brown 
Jr. hurt his calf muscle and 
was unable to play, an injury 
compounded by replacement 
Lucas Niang hurting his knee 
after five offensive plays. 
This week, Hill aggravated 
a heel injury— though he did 
play a bit — while jumping up 
to catch a pass in warmups.

STOCK UP
Bolton got off to a slow 

start during his rookie sea-
son, but he’s finishing it in a 
hurry. As in, hurrying to the 
end zone for that touchdown 
return against the Broncos. 
The young linebacker also 
led the Chiefs in tackles on 
Saturday, though that has 
become the norm during the 
second half of the season.

STOCK DOWN
Frank Clark’s mercurial sea-

son continued in Denver, where 
one of the highest-priced play-
ers in the NFL had a single 
tackle without putting any 
pressure on the quarterback. 
Clark has 4 1/2 sacks this sea-
son while carrying a salary 
cap hit of $28.5 million, which 

means Kansas City is paying 
about $6.3 million per sack. 
That’s bad business.

INJURIES
Hill is expected to be fine 

going forward. Darrel Wil-
liams is dealing with a toe 
injury, further thinning the 
running back group. RB 
Clyde Edwards-Helaire still 
hasn’t practiced since hurt-
ing his collarbone against 
Pittsburgh a few weeks ago.

KEY NUMBER
3 — The Chiefs turn their 

attention to the playoffs with 
the goal of reaching a third 
straight Super Bowl. They 
also could host a fourth con-
secutive AFC championship 
game if things fall the right 
way for them.

WHAT’S NEXT
The Chiefs and Steelers 

meet again in the playoffs. 
They’ve won the past two 
against Pittsburgh, but it was 
Mike Tomlin’s bunch that 
won their previous playoff 
matchup in January 2017. 
That also was a wild-card 
game played in Kansas City.
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close to good enough in that divi-
sion.

The Bears under Nagy were 1-7 
against the Pack in the longest 
running rivalry in pro football. 
Nagy, the 2018 Coach of the Year, 
simply was following the path of 
his predecessors: Chicago’s past 
six head coaches have had a losing 
record against Green Bay.

There also has been no evident 
progress at quarterback in Chi-
cago, and the defense has taken 
a step backward. The 2018 Khalil 
Mack trade, Pace’s biggest move 
with the Bears, began well and 
now looks unproductive.

Minnesota’s talent pool seems 
deeper than Chicago’s, from a high-
paid quarterback, Kirk Cousins, 
with some success to standout run-
ners and receivers. The payroll has 
been high, but the results in 2021, 
and the lack of progress in the 
standings, doomed both Zimmer 
and Spielman.

Flores, however, didn’t appear 
to be in danger of losing his job. 
One of three Black head coaches 
in the NFL, Flores brought Miami 
back from an awful first half of 

the schedule, turning around from 
1-7 to 9-8 — including victories in 
the opener and finale against his 
former boss in New England.

Dolphins owner Stephen Ross, 
who kept GM Chris Grier, hinted 
at communication issues.

“I’ve been looking at this over 
three years now and watching the 
organization grow,” Ross said. “I 
think an organization can only 
function if it’s collaborative and 
it works well together, and I don’t 
think we were really working well 
as an organization ... to win consis-
tently at the NFL level.”

Gettleman, 70, saw the Giants 
go 19-46 during his tenure and 
were rarely in playoff conten-
tion in that period. New York’s 
offense was virtually invisible in 
2021 even though the team spent 
in free agency for No. 1 receiver 
Kenny Golladay and tight end Kyle 
Rudolph, then spent a first-round 
draft choice on wideout Kadarius 
Toney.

“It was a privilege to serve as the 
general manager of the New York 
Giants the last four years and to 
have spent so many years of my 
career with this franchise,” Gettle-
man said. “We obviously have not 
had the on-the-field success I ex-
pected, and that is disappointing.”

Jan. 8
High school boys basketball

North Shelby 88, Novinger 47
Novinger - No stats by deadline.

Knox Co. 50, Clark Co. 36
Knox - No stats by deadline.
High school girls basketball
North Shelby 67, Novinger 36
Novinger - Abbi Fountain, 21 points. 

Palmyra 54, Scotland Co. 37
Scotland - Hannah Feeney, 17 points.

High school wrestling
Kirksville @ Ottumwa Invite
Kirksville - 4th place team finish; Bryce 

Kertz, 1st at 285 pounds; Chance McKim, 
2nd at 113 pounds; Hunter Tarr, 2nd 
at 126 pounds; Jaden Ballinger, 2nd at 
170 pounds; Lane Patterson, 3rd at 138 
pounds.

Men’s college basketball
McKendree 74, No. 16 Truman 73
Truman - Masen Miller, 15 points; Dylan 

Peeters, 13 points, 11 rebounds; Elijah 
Hazekamp, 11 points, 9 rebounds.

Women’s college basketball
Truman 79, McKendree 55
Truman - Katey Klucking, career-high 28 

points; Claire Rake, career-high 21 points; 
Ellie Weltha, 10 points, 14 rebounds.

Jan. 7
High school boys basketball

Kirksville 48, Palmyra 28
Kirksville - Keaton Anderson, 16 points; Ike 

Danielson, 15 points.

Macon 53, Highland 45
Macon - MyKel Linear, 16 points;  

Maurice Magruder, 12 points; Boston 
Douglas, 10 points. 

Putnam Co. 59, Milan 53
Putnam - Landon Wood, 23 points; Gage 

Pearson, 12 points; Owen Ream, 12 points.
Milan - Chekh Niasse, 12 points; Jeremy 

Bennett, 12 points.

La Plata 61, Linn Co. 56
La Plata - Cutter St. Clair, 25 points; 

Kaden Safley, 16 points.

Green City 77, North Shelby 64
Green City - Asher Buggs-Tipton, 23 

points; Grant O’Haver, 16 points; Brody 
Lunsford, 15 points; Aaron Peavler, 10 
points.

Novinger 60, Marion Co. 40
Novinger - Wes Findling, 23 points;  

Jace Brownell, 20 points; Adrian Peterson, 
11 points.

Brashear 63, Bevier 35
Brashear - Brandon Jochimsen,  

39 points, 7 steals.

Knox Co. 47, Canton 44
Knox - No stats by deadline.

Scotland Co., Clark Co.
Not finished by deadline.

High school girls basketball
Brashear 48, Bevier 25
Brashear - No stats by deadline.

Milan 57, Putnam Co. 24
Milan - Cady Pauley, 39 points,  

7 rebounds.
Putnam - No stats by deadline.

North Shelby 38, Green City 32
Green City - No stats by deadline.

 La Plata 72, Linn Co. 37
La Plata - Paige Carvajal, 28 points; Claire 

Coy, 18 points; Brooklyn Carvajal, 11 points.

Marion Co. 70, Novinger 20
Novinger - Abbi Fountain, 13 points.

LOCAL ROUNDUP

Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger ges-
tures after throwing a touchdown pass to wide receiver 
Chase Claypool during the second half of an NFL football 
game against the Baltimore Ravens, Sunday, Jan. 9, 2022, 
in Baltimore.  EVAN VUCCI - STAFF, AP

Pittsburgh Steelers outside linebacker T.J. Watt rushes in on the 
Baltimore Ravens during the first half of an NFL football game, 
Sunday, Jan. 9, 2022, in Baltimore.  EVAN VUCCI - STAFF, AP

Tomlin’s leadership guides 
Steelers to unlikely playoff spot
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