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Snow falls in downtown Kirksville on Jan. 1, 2022.

Snowmg in the new year

Kirksville
starts 2022
with several
inches of snow

t might not have been

a white Christmas, but

Kirksville got a white

New Year’s. Kirksville

received a blanketing of
snow over the first two days of
2022, with National Weather
Service data saying the city
received just over five inches
across Jan. 1 and 2.
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A man walks his dog on a snowy Jan. 1, 2022.
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The Kirksville Police
Department has made an
arrest in connection with
last Thursday’s shooting
that killed two people and
injured two more.

Ray Francis Rijos
Romero, a S52-year-old
Kirksville man, was ar-
rested on the evening of
Jan. 2. KPD was assist-
ed by U.S. Marshalls, the
Adair County Sherif’s
Office and the Missouri
State Highway Patrol.
Romero was arrested at a
residence on South First
Street in Kirksville.

Romero has been
charged with two counts
of first-degree murder,
two counts of first-de-
gree assault, two counts
off first-degree attempt-
ed murder, two counts of
first-degree assault — se-
rious physical injury, one
count of abuse or neglect
of a child — serious phys-
ical injury resulting in
death, and seven counts
of armed criminal action.

Anquan Glover remains
a suspect in the case and
is still at large as of Mon-
day. KPD has been unable

NEMO set to stay in same

congressional district

Daily Express staff

Adair County’s place in Mis-
souri’s congressional district map
will likely remain the same.

The proposed congressional
map was released late last week
as the state’s redistricting effort
continues. The state’s congressio-
nal districts, along with districts
for the state Senate and House, are
updated every 10 years.

And the new congressional map
keeps congressional District 6
largely unchanged. The northeast
chunk that includes Adair County
and the surrounding counties will
remain intact.

This new map, if approved, will
move Chariton, Carrol and Mon-
roe counties from District 6 into
District 4. But District 6 would
add part of Ray County and all of
Lincoln County.

See DISTRICT, Page A3

The proposed updated map of Missouri’s congressional districts.

to locate him but believes
he might be in the Kansas
City area.

The shooting occurred
on Dec. 30 just before
noon. Officers responded
to a shots fired call around
Dodson and Fifth streets.

According to court doc-
uments, when police ar-
rived at the scene, a male
was found laying on the
ground near the intersec-
tion with an apparent gun-
shot wound to the head. Of-
ficers saw a trail of blood
leading back to a duplex.

Inside the residence, of-
ficers found a woman and
child with gunshot wounds
to the head.

At the scene, officers
were briefly able to speak
with Braxton Cottrill, who
had been shot, court docu-
ments say. He told officers
Glover shot him. Cottrill,
22, was taken to Northeast
Regional Medical Center
and then to University
Hospital in Columbia,
where he later died.

An 18-month-old child
named Parker was also
killed. A GoFundMe has

Arrestmade
in connection
to fatal Dec. 30
shooting

Ray Francis Rijos Romero

Anquan“AJ” Glover

been setup to help his
family.

Alissa Anders, 18, the
woman who was shot, was
also taken to NRMC and
later University Hospital.
Court documents say An-
ders was also 35S weeks
pregnant. An emergency
C-section was performed
and the child was delivered
and breathing. Anders is
still in critical condition.

Also shot was Randall
Yarrington, 21. Police
spoke with him at NRMC.
He identified two shooters
at the scene, Glover and a
man named Ray.

Police believed that to
be Romero since there
have been previous po-
lice reports with Romero
and Glover together, in-
cluding a June incident
with pending burglary,
kidnapping and armed
criminal action charges.
That investigation is still
ongoing. Police later pre-
sented Yarrington with a
photo lineup. He identi-
fied Glover and Romero in
those photos.

On Dec. 31, Yarrington
gave police his memory
on what happened the day
before.

See SHOOTING, Page A3

Crowded field set for 2022 City Council election

Austin Miller
Daily Express

The 2022 Municipal Election
features a packed ballot for the
Kirksville City Council.

Nine candidates filed for three
spots on the council. That is the
most since 2006, when nine can-
didates filed. More recently, eight
candidates filed in the 2019 race.

There are two full, three-
term positions available and
one partial term for one year.
The top two vote-getters will
take the full terms and the
third-place finisher will receive
the partial term.

Current councilmembers
Zac Burden, Jessica Parks and
Jennifer Walston all filed for
re-election.
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Burden was appointed to the
council in 2018 to fill a vacancy
and then was elected to a full
term in 2019. He has been ap-
pointed Kirksville’s Mayor each
year since 2019.

Parks also joined the council
in 2019 and seeks her second
term.

Walston joined the council in
2021, appointed by the council

to fill the vacancy left by Chuck
Long.

The other six candidates in-
clude Wesley Gerber, Kevin A.
Alm, Dana (Danny) McDowell,
Robert A. Prough, Stephanie
Deren and Kabir Bansal.

Alm, Bansal and McDowell
were also on the ballot in 2021
for one council spot. Bansal
took second behind John Gard-

ner with 27.85 percent of the
vote. McDowell received 11.53
percent and Alm received 4.34
percent.

The election is scheduled for
April 5.

The County Clerk’s office
will certify those candidates
on Jan. 25. So candidates could
decide to remove themselves
from the ballot.
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In Your own Backyard: Kirksville events for Jan. 6-12

Submitted by Debi Boughton

Debi Boughton, Kirksville Tourism
Director, has some suggestions for en-
joying time “In Your Own Backyard.”
For any activities, be sure to follow the
CDC guidelines for health and safety.
If you have ideas or suggestions email:
debi.boughton@visitkirksville.com.

Thursday, January 6

Today is Epiphany. The name Epiph-
any comes from the Greek epiphaneia,
meaning “appearance” or “manifesta-
tion,” and refers to the manifestation
of Jesus Christ to the world. The hol-
iday is also called the Feast of Epiph-
any, Theophany, or Three Kings’ Day.

Many people bake a King’s cake to
celebrate. The 12 days of Christmas
end on Epiphany.

Saturday, January 8

The 2022 Kirksville Junior Tiger Clas-
sic Wrestling meet is all day beginning
at 9:15 a.m. at the Kirksville Primary
School, 1815 E. Hamilton Street. Weigh-
in begins at 6:30 a.m. Competitors range
from age 6 and under to ages 14 and
under. For more information and cost
email: kirksvillewrestling@yahoo.com.

Monday January 10

Welcome back Truman students.
Classes begin today at Truman State
University. And welcome back ATSU

students who began the semester on
January 3rd. And welcome back Moberly
Area community College students who
begin classes on January 18th.

Monday, January 10

Do you want to get in shape in the
new year? Kirksville Aquatic Center
has classes offers classes: Friends Wa-
ter Aerobics; Arthritis Water Aero-
bics and Evening Water Aerobics. For
costs, times and more information go
to: Kirksvillecity.com/parksandrec, or
call 660-627-1485.

Tuesday, January 11

Join the Friends of the Library Book
Discussion at 6:00 p.m. at the Adair Coun-

ty Annex, 300 N. Franklin. The book is
“The Warmth of Other Suns” by Isabel
Wilkerson. For more information call
660-665-6038.

Tuesday, January 11

Missouri Department of Conservation
is hosting a Women’s event for Nature
Jewelry Crafting. Join the staff at the
Conservation Center, 3500 S. Baltimore,
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. to make beautiful
jewelry from deer antlers, turkey and
duck feathers and much more. This work-
shop is for women 18 and older and girls
14-17 accompanied by an adult. This is a
free workshop. Registration is required
and the deadline is January 10. Register
at: www.mdc.mo.gov/events.

Two more
COVID-19
deaths
reported
in Adair
County

The Adair County Health Dept.

Adair County enters
2022 with two additional
COVID-related deaths and
58 newly confirmed cases
since last Thursday, Dec.
30. The overall case count
is now 4,473 and confirmed
deaths now stand at 48.

Both deaths are previ-
ously reported cases and
neither resident was vacci-
nated. A 66-year-old female
admitted to Northeast Re-
gional Medical Center Dec.
13 died Jan 1. A 48-year-old
male died Jan. 3.

Today’s cases include fe-
males ages 1, two age 2, 4,
12, 18, two age 20, two age
21, 22, 25, two age 26, 27, 29,
32, 34, 37,40, 44, 48, two age
51, 53, 57, 58, 60, 65, 69, two
age 75 and 84.

Males are ages 7, 10, 12,
17, 20, 22, three age 23, two
age 26, two age 29, 32, 33,
44,45, 50, two age 51, 56, S7,
63,70 and 71.

Twenty-one cases are
breakthrough infections.
The Adair County Health
Department recommends
that all county residents
ages S and older get vac-
cinated against COVID-19
and all residents ages 16 and
older get vaccinated and
boosted. Vaccines are easily
accessible, free, and con-
tinue to demonstrate that
they prevent serious illness,
hospitalization, and death.

A list of upcoming pediat-
ric and adult COVID vaccine
clinics at the Adair County
Health Department appear
on its website at adair.lpha-
mo.org. Adult vaccination
clinics are scheduled for the
four Tuesdays in January
and pediatric vaccination
clinics are scheduled for the
four Thursdays in the month.

Adult clinics are from 2-4
p.m., Jan. 4, 11, 18 and 25.
Pediatric clinics are from
3-S p.m., Jan. 6, 13, 20 and
27. Residents should call
the Health Department at
660-665-8491 to schedule
an appointment.

Jake’s mice: Searching for
answers to the puzzle of autism

By LAURA UNGAR
AP Science Writer

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Jake Litvag
leaned in for a closer look as a
lab mouse scurried around an
enclosure, stopping to sniff a
large block.

“Hi, Jakob 1. I'm Jake,” the
16-year-old said, naming the lit-
tle furry creature engineered to
have the same genetic abnormal-
ity he has.

That mouse and its lab-grown
relatives are the first in the
world to mirror the missing gene
that causes Jake’s autism. Scien-
tists at Washington University
in St. Louis bred the mice, and
grew stem cells derived from
Jake’s blood, to study and find
ways to treat his rare disorder
- and look for answers to the
larger puzzle of autism.

Jake’s family raised money
for the early research, which
scientists then parlayed into a
$4 million grant from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to
delve more deeply into Jake’s
gene, one of more than 100 im-
plicated in autism. They hope to
find “points of convergence” that
could someday help people with
all forms of the neurodevelop-
mental condition affecting one
in 44 U.S. children.

Jake knows he inspired their
work. And that’s helped him
see autism as something to be
proud of rather than something
that makes him different from
other kids. His parents, Joe and
Lisa Litvag, figured meeting the
scientists — and the mice - would
show him firsthand what he had
brought into being.

“Oh wow. Cool!” Jake said as
he watched a mouse climb down
a pole while others scampered
in a bin.

Walking out of the lab, tears
welled up in Lisa Litvag’s eyes
as she thought about the lan-
guage within her son’s cells help-
ing other kids.

“We’re deeply proud and hum-
bled to be part of this,” said Joe
Litvag. “What do we live this
life for? It’s ultimately to try to,
in one way, shape or form, be of
service to others.”

JAKE'S GIFT

The Litvags realized early on
that Jake wasn’t reaching child-
hood milestones. He couldn’t
walk without assistance until
he was 4. He struggled to string
sentences together in first grade.

At first, no one could pin down
why. Jake had a mix of different
traits. He was hyperactive and
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Research assistant Katie McCullough holds up a mouse for Jake
Litvag, 16, to see inside a Washington University lab where doc-
tors are using the mice and Jake’s genes to study a rare form of
autism linked to a mutation in the MYT1L gene Wednesday, Dec.
15,2021, in St. Louis. Researchers are using a mouse model and
cell line with Jake's exact mutation to try to better understand

the mutation.

impulsive but also social, warm
and funny. It took until he was S
to get a firm diagnosis of autism.

Around that time, the Litvags
heard that child psychiatrist
Dr. John Constantino, an expert
on the genetic underpinnings
of autism, was giving a talk at
the Saint Louis Science Center.
They decided to go in the hopes
of meeting him. They did, and he
began seeing Jake as a patient.

About five years later, Constan-
tino proposed genetic testing. It
revealed the missing copy of the
MYTI1L gene believed to cause
one out of every 10,000 to 50,000
autism cases. Having an extra
copy can cause schizophrenia.

The finding brought the fam-
ily peace. They’d heard lots of
people say autism was mostly
caused by external factors, like
birth trauma. “For a long time,”
Lisa Litvag said, “I thought it
was something that I did.”

Actually, a large multinational
study suggests that up to 80% of
the risk for autism can be traced
to inherited genes.

“One of the big things it did
for us as a family is it made us
realize that it’s nothing that we
did wrong,” Joe Litvag said. “It’s
just that people are born all the
time” with genetic differences.

The couple, whose younger
son Jordan doesn’t have the con-
dition, talked openly with Jake
about his autism and tried to
bolster his self-esteem when he
worried about being seen as
different. They sent him to a
small private school that tailors
its curriculum to each child’s
learning abilities. And they en-
couraged his social tendencies,
cheering him on when he and
some classmates formed a band,
the Snakes.

“We never wanted him to feel
there was shame around his di-
agnosis,” Lisa Litvag said. “We
continued to kind of reinforce
that this is a superpower, you

JEFF ROBERSON - STAFF, AP

are special, you are awesome ...
and because you have autism,
there are gifts you have to give
other people.”

GIFTS BLOSSOM

When Constantino suggested
studying the little-understood
MYTI1L gene, the Litvags en-
thusiastically agreed to help.
Constantino — who is on the local
board of a group they’ve long
been active in called Autism
Speaks - asked if they’d be inter-
ested in raising money for early
research.

Joe Litvag, an executive in
the live music industry, and Lisa
Litvag, a partner in a marketing
firm, reached out to family and
friends and raised the $70,000
needed in about six months.

With half the money, research-
er Kristen Kroll and her team
reprogrammed cells from Jake’s
blood into “induced pluripotent
stem cells,” which can be prod-
ded into becoming various cell
types. With the other half, sci-
entist Joseph Dougherty and
his team followed the blueprint
of Jake’s genome and induced
his mutation in mice using the
gene-editing tool CRISPR.

Like the people they’re meant
to model, mice with the mutation
tended to be more hyperactive
than siblings without it, running
around their cages much more.
They were nonetheless general-
ly heavier, especially the first
generation of mice. They had
slightly smaller brains and a lit-
tle less of the white matter that
speeds communication between
different brain regions.

Since starting the research
about three years ago, scientists
have bred around 100 mice with
Jake’s mutation and are now
using the great-great grandchil-
dren of the first one they engi-
neered. They recently published
about the mice in the journal
Neuron.

While scientists can’t go back
and see how Jake’s brain de-
veloped, Dougherty said, mice
allow them to watch the mutation
play out through generations.

AGIFTINRETURN

Dougherty and his colleagues
hope what they learn about how
MYTIL functions ultimately
leads to medicines or gene ther-
apies that improve or even cor-
rect the problems the mutation
causes.

They are sharing their find-
ings with scientists studying
other autism-causing genes or
trying to figure out how various
genes work together to cause
the condition. According to the
Simons Foundation Autism Re-
search Initiative, more than
100 genes have strong evidence
linking them to autism and a
growing list contains several
hundred more genes thought to
be linked to the condition.

In cases where autism is
caused by a single gene, Dough-
erty said that gene probably
does many things to brain
development. A key to under-
standing autism overall is to
find one or two things shared
across different forms of au-
tism -- which could then be
targets for treatment. Though
not everyone with autism wants
treatment, Dougherty said it
could help those who do.

Since the research began,
Dougherty has been writing
notes to the Litvags explain-
ing the latest discoveries. But
as a lab scientist, he’s most-
ly removed from the people
sparking the research and first
met the family when they were
invited by the school to visit in
December.

After meeting the mice, they
stopped into another lab, where
Jake peered through a micro-
scope at his blue-stained stem
cells.

“That’s me! That’s cool stuff.
I never saw anything like that
in my life,” he said, stepping
back to lean into his dad, who
pulled him close.

Dougherty used the visit as
an opportunity to share some
news, a gift of sorts that he
wanted to tell the family in
person.

The missing gene doesn’t
seem to shorten life. The mice
live 2 to 3 years, the same as
their siblings.

“So, a normal life span?” Joe
Litvag asked hopefully.

“Yes,” Dougherty answered.
“As far as we can tell, identical.
I know that’s a big relief, too.”

Joe Litvag turned to his son.
“So Jake, maybe you will live
to be 100.”

“I will be 112!” Jake replied
with a grin.

The Associated Press Health
and Science Department re-
ceives support from the How-
ard Hughes Medical Institute’s
Department of Science Educa-
tion. The AP is solely responsi-
ble for all content.
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John Gilbert Bowen, Sr.

Feh 10,1940 - Dec 29,2021

John Gilbert Bowen Sr., 81, of LaPla-
ta, Missouri passed away at University
of Missouri Hospital
on December 29, 2021.

John was born Feb-
ruary 10, 1940 at Sa-
vanah, Georgia, the
son of Gilbert Bowen
and Edna Ruth Lind-
sey. On November 24,
1979 he was united in
marriage to Sharon Wallace.

John graduated from High School in
Savannah, Georgia in 1957 and joined
the United States Army until 1959. 1n
1973 attended Hendersonville, North
Carolina school of Ministry. He was
also a mechanic and was the Pastor of
The Lighthouse of Love in Brashear,
Missouri until his passing and member
of Anchor Bay Evangelistic Association
out of Kansas.

He is survived by wife, Sharon Bow-
en of 42 years; 3 sons, James Bowen
of Moberly, MO, Terry Bowen of Cam-

denton, MO, and William Scott Bowen
of Salsburv. MO, 3 daughters, Angela
Brock of Moberly, MO, Barbara Henry
of Salsbury, MO, and Tammy Bowen of
Salsbury, MO; and many grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; 1 brother, Reginald Bowen;
1 sister, Joyce Sherer; 3 sons, Donnie,
Ronnie, and Johnny Bowen; 2 daugh-
ters, Jannette Porting and Stacy Free-
man; 1 grandson, Brandon Bowen and
2 granddaughters, Jessica and Kelsey
Bowen.

John was an avid fisherman and hunt-
er and love to Minister the word of God.

Visitation with the family will be Tues-
day, January 4th, 2022 from 1 to 3 p.m.
at Davis-Playle-Hudson-Rimer Funeral
Home. It was his wish to be cremated.

Donations can be made to the Light-
house of Love in Brashear. MO.

Arrangement in the care of Da-
vis-Playle-Hudson-Rimer Funeral Home;
www.davisplaylehudsonrimer.com.

Elizabeth (Beth) A. Berry Kellison

Jan17,1944 - Dec 16, 2021

Elizabeth (Beth) A. Berry Kellison
passed away on Thursday, December
16th, 2021, in Lawrence
Kansas. Graveside
services will be held
at 2:00 pm, Saturday,
January 22nd, 2022, at
Highland Park Ceme-
tery, 2391-2399 E. Nor-
mal Avenue, Kirksville,
Missouri.

Beth was born January 17th, 1944 in
Kirksville, Missouri, and graduated from
Kirksville High School in 1961. She grew
up in Nind, Missouri, and had lived in
Lawrence, Kansas since 1975.

For over 30 years of her working career,
she was an office manager for K-Mart, re-
tiring from the company in 2012.

Beth married Gary Dean Kellison on
December 22nd, 1961. They began their
marriage while Gary served in the US
Army, stationed in various locations in
Germany and around the U.S. Gary pre-
ceded her in death in 2005.

Beth is also preceded in death by her
parents, Azle and Marie Berry, Nind, Mo,
two brothers, Jim and Ed Berry of Kirks-
ville, Missouri, and one granddaughter,
Jessica Kellison. She is survived by one
brother, Spencer (Connie) Berry of Kirks-
ville, Missouri. She is also survived by
three sons, Brian (Cheryl) of Lawrence
Kansas, Gary (Terry) of Kingsville, Mis-
souri, and Jimmy of Lawrence Kansas.
She is also survived by 10 grandchildren,
7 great-grandchildren, and multiple niec-
es and nephews.

Beth was everyone’s friend, a beloved
mother, wife, sister, grandmother, and
great-grandmother. The world was a
better place with Beth in it. Her kind-
ness, love, and ferocious loyalty will be
greatly missed.

The family suggests, in lieu of flow-
ers, that contributions be made to The
Wounded Warrior Project at https://
support.woundedwarriorproject.org/
donate. Online condolences made at
rumsey-yost.com.

Jan. 6 committee prepares to go puhblic as findings mount

By MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
They’ve interviewed more than
300 witnesses, collected tens
of thousands of documents
and traveled around the coun-
try to talk to election officials
who were pressured by Donald
Trump.

Now, after six months of in-
tense work, the House com-
mittee investigating the Jan. 6
insurrection is preparing to go
public.

In the coming months, mem-
bers of the panel will start to
reveal their findings against
the backdrop of the former
president and his allies’ per-
sistent efforts to whitewash the
riots and reject suggestions
that he helped instigate them.
The committee also faces the
burden of trying to persuade
the American public that their
conclusions are fact-based and
credible.

But the nine lawmakers —
seven Democrats and two Re-
publicans — are united in their
commitment to tell the full story
of Jan. 6, and they are planning
televised hearings and reports
that will bring their findings out
into the open.

Their goal is not only to show
the severity of the riot, but also
to make a clear connection be-
tween the attack and Trump’s
brazen pressure on the states
and Congress to overturn Joe
Biden’s legitimate election as
president.

“The full picture is coming to
light, despite President Trump’s
ongoing efforts to hide the pic-
ture,” said Wyoming Rep. Liz
Cheney, the committee’s vice
chairwoman and one of its two
Republican members.

“I don’t think there’s any area
of this broader history in which
we aren’t learning new things,”
she said.

While the fundamental facts
of Jan. 6 are known, the com-
mittee says the extraordinary
trove of material they have
collected — 35,000 pages of
records so far, including texts,
emails and phone records from
people close to Trump — is
fleshing out critical details of
the worst attack on the Capitol
in two centuries, which played
out on live television.

—
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FILE - Members of the House of Representatives gather in the chamber to vote on creation of a
select committee to investigate the Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection, at the Capitol in Washington, on

June 30, 2021.

They hope to fill in the blanks
about the preparations before
the attack, the financing behind
the Jan. 6 rally that preceded it
and the extensive White House
campaign to overturn the 2020
election. They are also investi-
gating what Trump himself was
doing as his supporters fought
their way into the Capitol.

True accountability may be
fleeting. Congressional investi-
gations are not criminal cases
and lawmakers cannot dole out
punishments. Even as the com-
mittee works, Trump and his
allies continue to push lies about
election fraud while working to
place similarly minded officials
at all levels of state and local
government.

“I think that the challenge
that we face is that the attacks
on our democracy are continu-
ing — they didn’t come to an
end on Jan. 6,” said another pan-
el member, Rep. Adam Schiff,
D-Calif., also chairman of the
House Intelligence Committee.

Still, the lawmakers hope they
can present the public with a
thorough accounting that cap-
tures what could have been “an
even more serious and deeper
constitutional crisis,” as Cheney
put it.

“I think this is one of the
single most important congres-
sional investigations in history,”
Cheney said.

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE - STAFF, AP

The committee is up against
the clock. Republicans could
disband the investigation if they
win the House majority in the
November 2022 elections. The
committee’s final report is ex-
pected before then, with a pos-
sible interim report coming in
the spring or summer.

In the hearings, which could
start in the coming weeks, the
committee wants to “bring the
people who conducted the elec-
tions to Washington and tell
their story,” said the panel’s
chairman, Rep. Bennie Thomp-
son, D-Miss. Their testimony,
he said, will further debunk
Trump’s claims of election
fraud.

The committee has inter-
viewed several election officials
in battleground states, including
Arizona, Georgia, Michigan and
Pennsylvania, about Trump’s
pressure campaign. In some
cases, staff have traveled to
those states to gather more in-
formation.

The panel also is focusing on
the preparations for the Jan.
6 rally near the White House
where Trump told his support-
ers to “fight like hell” — and how
the rioters may have planned to
block the electoral count if they
had been able to get their hands
on the electoral ballots.

They need to amplify to the
public, Thompson said, “that

it was an organized effort to
change the outcome of the elec-
tion by bringing people to Wash-
ington ... and ultimately if all
else failed, weaponize the people
who came by sending them to
the Capitol.”

About 90% of the witnesses
called by the committee have
cooperated, Thompson said, de-
spite the defiance of high-profile
Trump allies such as Steve Ban-
non and former White House
chief of staff Mark Meadows.
Lawmakers said they have been
effective at gathering informa-
tion from other sources in part
because they share a unity of
purpose rarely seen in a con-
gressional investigation.

House Republican leader Kev-
in McCarthy of California, a
close Trump ally, decided not
to appoint any GOP members
to the committee after House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,
rejected two of his picks last
summer.

Pelosi, who created the se-
lect committee after Republi-
can senators rejected an evenly
bipartisan outside commission,
subsequently appointed Republi-
cans Cheney and Adam Kinzing-
er of Illinois, Trump critics who
shared the Democrats’ desire to
investigate the attack.

“I think you can see that
Kevin made an epic mistake,”
Kinzinger said. “I think part of

the reason we’ve gone so fast
and have been so effective so far
is because we’ve decided and we
have the ability to do this as a
nonpartisan investigation.”

Kinzinger said the investiga-
tion would be “a very different
scene” if Republicans allied
with Trump were participating
and able to obstruct some of
their work.

“I think in five or 10 years,
when school kids learn about
Jan. 6, they’re going to get the
accurate story,” Kinzinger said.
“And I think that’s going to be
dependent on what we do here.”

Democrats say having two
Republicans working with them
has been an asset, especially as
they try to reach conservative
audiences who may still believe
Trump’s falsehoods about a sto-
len election.

“They bring to the table per-
spectives and ability to translate
a little bit what is being reflected
in conservative media, or how
this might be viewed through
a conservative lens,” says Rep.
Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla. “And
that’s been really helpful.”

There is “no division, no hos-
tility, no partisan bickering —
it’s like, let’s just get this job
done,” said California Rep. Zoe
Lofgren, another member and a
veteran of congressional investi-
gations going back to the Water-
gate investigation of President
Richard Nixon when she was a
staffer on the House Judiciary
Committee.

The nine-member group has
bonded over a friendly text
chain where they discuss busi-
ness and occasionally their per-
sonal lives. There are messages
wishing a happy birthday, for
example, or congratulating an-
other on a child’s wedding.

“It’s good, it’s how Congress
should be,” said Rep. Pete Agu-
ilar, D-Calif.

Aguilar says the biggest chal-
lenges for the committee are the
calendar and the small group of
Trump loyalists who are trying
to run out the clock by stone-
walling or suing them. In the
end, he said, he thinks the com-
mittee’s final report will stand
the test of time, similar to the
investigations of the 9/11 attacks
and Watergate.

For now, though, “we are still
in the eye of the hurricane,”
Aguilar said.

DISTRICT

Continued from Page Al

District 6 also loses a chunk
of Jackson County as the Kan-
sas City area has all been pulled
into District 5. That likely elim-
inates a large number of Demo-
cratic votes in the district.

Sam Graves is the current
United States representative
for District 6 and has served
in that position since 2001. He
was re-elected in 2020 with 67.1
percent of the vote.

“This is a fair and constitu-
tional map with common-sense
boundaries that everyday Mis-
sourians can recognize,” said
Senator Mike Bernskoetter,
R-Jefferson City, chair of the

Senate Select Committee on
Redistricting. “This map, which
must be passed by both the
House and Senate, is also drawn
to achieve the greatest amount
of consensus possible. My
House counterpart and I chose
to make this joint announce-
ment to emphasize the great
care that went into drawing a
map we were confident could
survive legislative, judicial, and
public scrutiny,” Bernskoetter
added.

“The task of creating this
congressional district map re-
quired balancing the legislative
process while maintaining com-
pactness, contiguity, equal pop-
ulation, and preserving the ex-
isting districts’ core identities.
I look forward to working with

my House and Senate colleagues
to deliver HB 2117 to Governor
Parson for his signature without
delay,” said Representative Dan
Shaul, R-Imperial, chair of the
House Special Committee on
Redistricting.

Each congressional district
is drawn to have about 770,000
people in it.

The maps for the House and
Senate districts remain in prog-
ress. The committee tasked
with redrawing the House dis-
tricts appears to have a plan in
place to finalize a map, while
the Senate map will probably be
decided by state courts.

District proposals have to be
passed by the state legislature,
which will begin its annual ses-
sion this month.

SHOOTING

Continued from Page Al

Court documents say he told
police he and Cottrill were
driving around earlier in the
day when a friend of Cottrill’s,
Anders, said they could come
over and eat.

Yarrington told police they
were sitting at a kitchen table
for about five minutes when
two individuals walked into
the living room area from a
hallway. They were both point-
ing guns at Cottrill. He said
Glover had a bandana over his
face but could recognize his
voice and body from previous
times they hung out.

Glover then ordered Cottrill

and Yarrington into the living
room and told them to sit on the
couch. Yarrington said Cottrill
and Romero got into an alter-
cation and then heard a gun
shot. Yarrington said he heard
two more shots come from the
kitchen, with Anders saying,
“Hey, there is a child in here.”

Yarrington told police Glov-
er made him walk toward the
kitchen to look inside, then
making him sit back on the
couch. He said Glover then
looked at him, said, ‘Sorry
Randall, wrong place, wrong
time,” and shot him twice in
the chest. Glover went walk-
ing toward the hallway and
Yarrington fled the residence
for help. He was taken to the
hospital in a private vehicle.
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THAT A BABY

SO, WHAT
SHOULD WE
DO ABOUT

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are format-

ted as a 9x9 grid, broken

down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers

1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each

number can appear only once
in each row, column and box.
You can figure out the order

in which the numbers will

appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the

boxes. The more numbers

you name, the easier it gets to

solve the puzzle!
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“Have you got a window-seat?”

ASTROGRAPH BY EUGENIA LAST

Pay attention to what’s happening around you and to
the people who truly matter to you. Eliminate what's
no longer needed and simplify your life. It's best to
embrace change rather than have it forced upon you.
Check out what's trending and adapt to take advan-
tage of what's available. Put your unique stamp on
whatever you do and move forward with confidence.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Question and as-
sess your life and the changes you want to make.
Focus on truth, facts and timing. Your intuition is
there to guide you. Trust your gut and do what
you need to do.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Channel your
energy into something constructive. Make
changes based on needs, not on what someone is
doing or wants you to pursue. Fine-tune your skills
to suit what's trending.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Do your best
and let others do as they please. More time spent
building your brand and less spent trying to re-
make someone else will lead to greater rewards
and personal satisfaction.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- An intellectual atti-
tude will win you favors. Reconnect with someone
who is always helpful. Your strengths will stand out
if you are enthusiastic and positive when dealing
with others.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- An emotional sit-
uation will cause stress and worry. Do something
physical to release tension and clear your head.
Being productive will build confidence. Dig in and
get things done.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- There will be a shift
in how you think about your current direction.

Distance yourself from anyone putting pressure on
you. Use your intelligence and choose to do your
own thing.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Money, contracts,
shared responsibilities and fairness will be nec-
essary if you want to maintain stability. An unex-
pected change of plans will require diplomacy.
Work alongside others peacefully.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- You'll gravitate toward
reliable people, but if you take advantage of them,
you will eventually damage your reputation and
ability to get the support you need. Don’t make
promises you can't keep.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- You'll gain momen-
tum if you channel your energy into what matters
to you most. What you physically accomplish will
make a difference. All talk and no action will make
others question your ability.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Change and stress go
together. Stay centered and think matters through.
Don't feel pressured to rush things when attention
to detail and care are required. Follow your heart.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Talk less and do
more. Don't waste time discussing trivial matters
when productivity is what counts. Live up to your
promises, meet your deadlines and be reliable in
all things.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Make
preparation a priority. Acting in haste will lead to
mistakes. Concentrate on mastering what you are
doing and producing something that you can be
proud of. Savor success.

COPYRIGHT 2021 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
DISTRIBUTED BY ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION FOR UFS
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Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are format-

ted as a 9x9 grid, broken

down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
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row, column and box. Each

number can appear only once
in each row, column and box.

You can figure out the order
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“There’s the last-minute replacement
jockey for your hot-tip.”

ASTROGRAPH BY EUGENIA LAST

Reflect before you initiate change. Observing, ad-
dressing unstable or questionable situations and
considering the results you are trying to achieve
will save you time and money. Eliminate confusion
and take notes, and you'll get a clear picture of
what's possible.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Ponder over
what to do next. Refuse to let anyone push youin a
direction you aren't ready to pursue. Stay focused
on what's important to you instead of putting
what others want first.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- You can enforce
change. You will make a difference if you take
charge. Don't count on everyone to agree with you,
but the ones who do will contribute handsomely.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Go over every
detail before you make a move. Don't be afraid to
do things on your own if necessary. Someone may
have ulterior motives, so tread carefully. Strive for
a peaceful life.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Surround yourself
with people who share your beliefs and interests.
Discuss alternatives and be a team player. Don't get
worked up over something you cannot change.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Don't step on
someone’s toes. Do your own thing, and leave
others to their devices. Try to get along with others
and to be transparent and up-front in all your
dealings.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Rev things up and
finish what you start. How you deal with your
deadlines and responsibilities will determine how
vulnerable you appear to others. Refuse to let any-
one lead you astray.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Live, learn and
move along. Perpetual motion keeps life inter-
esting. Explore what's available to you and share
what you find with someone you respect. Keep
your valuables in a safe place.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Put your energy into
looking and feeling your best. Strive for perfec-
tion, strength and a healthy attitude, and you will
get the results you want. Be yourself and trust
your instincts.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Network, socialize
and do something that pumps you up and gives
you the drive you require to follow through with
your plans. Take a unique approach to relation-
ships and networking.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Set your sights on
what you want to achieve and refuse to let any-
thing sidetrack you. Pay attention to detail and
be disciplined. Knowledge is the key to getting
things done right the first time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- A sudden change
based on what someone says or does will leave
you in a quandary. Rely on your intuition, and
you'll choose what's best for you. Progress can
be made.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Let your heart
lead the way. Take responsibility for your words
and actions, and refuse to let anyone take advan-
tage of you. When in doubt, do your research and
sit tight.

COPYRIGHT 2021 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
DISTRIBUTED BY ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION FOR UFS
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AGRI-BUSINESS
Equipment & Supplies

EMPLOYMENT
Work Wanted

REAL ESTATE SALES
Mobile Homes For Sale

RECREATION
Wanted

New 3 pt. tillers, heavy
duty, gear driven, 7' to 10'
starting at $3,050.
660-874-4455

WANTED TO BUY: Farm
Machinery and Estates.
Call James L. Johnston.
573-473-4904

Hay/Feed/Seed

5x6 Round bales mixed
grass hay; 5x6 Alfalfa
mixed hay; 2nd cutting
small square bales. Can
load, call for more infor-
mation. 660-341-4031 Wat-
son Hay Sales

Land/Pasture

Pasture and hay ground
needed around Adair and
Knox County. Please Con-
tact 660-216-5887 or
417-773-2507

HANDYMAN: Install interi-
or and exterior doors and
windows, siding, decks,
showers and toilets, floor-
ing and drywall, roofs and
dirt work. 660-956-5135.

MERCHANDISE
Wood & Accessories

Wevers Outside Wood Fur-
naces, have an assortment
of parts, line, and etc. Call
660-423-5242, cell
660-216-9885. Open 6 p.m. -
9 p.m. Monday - Friday,

Saturday anytime, call
first.
REAL ESTATE RENTALS

Office/Commercial Rentals

Looking for office space?
Ideal for small beauty
shop or professional office
use. Located on major
Kirksville street, good sin-
age, low utilities and con-
crete parking. Lowest
square foot rate in Kirks-
ville. $225.00 to $700.00 a
month. 660-341-0123

In the Interest of
N.R.R.

Male

DOB: 10/29/2017
Age: 4

—_—— — — —

tered against you.

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI
JUVENILE DIVISION
Russell Steele, Judge

Notice Upon Order for Service by Publication
The State of Missouri to: UNKNOWN FATHER

You are notified that an action has been commenced against you
in the Juvenile Division of the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri,
the object and general nature of which is to terminate your parental
rights in and to N.R.R., a minor child born October 29, 2017.

The names of all parties in this action are stated in the caption
above and the name and address of the Juvenile Office attorney is:

C. David Rouner
ROUNER LAW OFFICE LLC
400 N. Franklin Street
Kirksville MO 63501
(P) 660.665.7515
(F) 660.665.7514

You are further notified that, unless you file an answer or other

pleading or otherwise appear and defend against this action within
45 days after December 15, 2021, judgment by default will be en-

Published December 15, 22, 29, 2021 and January 5, 2022

Case Number: 21AR-JU00084

PERFECT PLACE

FOR DEALS

Find the stuff you want and
sell the stuff you don’t in the
newspaper classifieds.

FIND THE

PERFECT PET

FOR THE

PERFECT PRICE

IN THE

AVAILABLE stock mobile
homes immediately, dou-
ble wide and single, 3 and
4 bedroom. 573-499-9993
columbiadiscounthomes.c
om

Stock mobile homes avail-
able: We gottem, single
and doublewide 3 and 4
bedroom! Call Tuffy
573-657-2176
amegamobilehomes.com

TINY HOMES We gottem
573-881-3283

True modulars 30 to 60 day
delivery available, 3 and 4
bedroom. 573-657-7040
chateauhomes.net

RECREATION
Motorcycles

WANTED TO BUY: Harley
Davidson's, any year, any
condition, cash money.
Days 660-263-1356 or
660-537-0068

WANTED TO BUY: Harley
Davidson's, any year, any
condition, cash money.
Days 660-263-1356 or
660-537-0068

Have Clutter? Need room?
Call the Kirksville Daily
Express classifieds. We can
help! 660-665-2808.

SERVICES
Chat/Dirt/Gravel

DIRT WORK All types of
excavation, reclaiming
overgrown fields, includ-
ing CRP and WRP. Building
site preparation, terrace
and tiling maintaining and
creating new trails and
crossings, rock hauling,
Food plot development
and maintenance. Leveling
and grading, wetland con-
struction and mainte-
nance. Pond and Ilake
cleaning and construction.
Call for quotes.

Lawn/Garden/Landscape

Miscellaneous

New 3 pt. tillers, heavy

Homemade Candies, fresh

duty, gear driven, 7' to 10' garlic, jams and jellies,
starting at $3,050. spices, honey, blankets,
660-874-4455. stainless steel kitchen

A i the
CLASSIFIEDS

Miscellaneous

wares, steam table pans
and lids. Kerosene lamps
and parts, some Aladdin
parts. Poly and wooden
clothes pins, regular and
wide mouth jar lids, glass
jars, color books, boxed
cards, children's books,
Gift items, wooden han-
dles and puzzles. Train
Track Candies & More
11538 Iceberg Ave, La Plata

v

3rd Lane to your Left.

HANDYMAN: Install interi-
or and exterior doors and
windows,
showers and toilets, floor-
ing and drywall, roofs and
dirt work. 660-956-5135.

Mobile welding and fabri-
cation, brush clearing, CRP
maintenance, dirt work,
stump removal, post hole
digging, driveways.
660-216-7268

siding, decks,

INTHE JUVENILE DIVISION
OF TILE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE COUNTY OF ADAIR
STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of
K.A.Y.,

660-342-2701

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

WHEREAS, Richard W. Hatcher Jr. and Latuana C. Hatcher, Husband
and Wife, by their deed of trust dated the twenty-sixth (26th) day of
August, 2009, and recorded in the office of the recorder of deeds for
Adair County, Missouri, in Book 925, Page 760-770, conveyed to J
Michael Conway, Trustee, the following-described property situated in
the County of Adair, State of Missouri, to-wit:

All of Lots 8 and 9, Block 4, Still's Addition to Kirksville, Adair County,
Missouri

which conveyance was made to the said J Michael Conway, Trustee,
in trust to secure the payment of one promissory note in said deed of
trust described;

WHEREAS, Wayne Blackman was appointed successor trustee
pursuant to the terms of the deed of trust; and

WHEREAS, default was made and still continues in the payment of
said note;

NOW THEREFORE, at the request of the legal holder of said note
and in accordance with the provisions of said deed of trust, |, Wayne
Blackman, Successor Trustee, will sell the property above described
at public vendue, to the highest bidder for cash, at the South front
door of the Adair County Courthouse, in the city of Kirksville, Adair
County, Missouri, on January 7, 2022, between the hours of 9 o'clock
a.m. and 5 o'clock p.m., and more particularly at 1:00 p.m., for the
purpose of satisfying said indebtedness and the costs of executing
this trust.

By: Wayne Blackman
Successor Trustee

Publication Dates: December 15, 2022, December 22, 2021,

December 29, 2021 and January 5, 2022 634030ch

a Minor Male Child

Born August 26, 2016
and

STEVEN VANSICKEL and

STEPHANIE VANSICKEL,
Petitioners,

vs.

KILEY BALLANGER,
and

AUSTIN YORK
Respondents.

Missouri 63501.

the Petitioners.

A true copy from the record.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

ORDER OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE

THE STATE OF MISSOURI to the natural Father, Austin York, of

K.A.Y., a minor child under the age of 17:

1. You are hereby notified that an action has been commenced in the
Circuit Court of Adair County, by Petition, the object and general
nature of which is to obtain a decree of adoption of KA.Y., by
Steven VanSickel AND Stephanie VanSickel, Petitioners.

2. The names of all parties to said suit are stated above in the caption
hereof and the name and address of the attorney for the Peti-
tioners is JOSHUA E. DeLEEUW, 210 N. Elson Street, Kirksville,

3. You are further notified that, unless you file an answer or other
pleading or shall otherwise appear and defend against the
aforesaid petition within forty-five (45) days after the 5th day of
January, 2022, a decree of adoption may be rendered in favor of

4. It is ordered that a copy hereof be published according to the law
in the Kirksville Daily Express, a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the County of Adair, State of Missouri.

Witness my hand and seal of
The Circuit Court, County of Adair, State of
Missouri, the 27th . day of December, 2021.

Linda Decker, Adair County Circuit Clerk
Publication Dates - January 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2022.

Case No. 21AR-JU00072
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Truman's Hazekamp
selected as GLVC
Player of the Week

Austin Miller
Daily Express

Truman’s Elijah Haze-
kamp starts 2022 with a
present.

He was announced Mon-
day as the Great Lakes Val-
ley Conference’s Player of
the Week, the first time he

has won the award. The red-
shirt sophomore averaged
19.5 points per game in
Truman’s wins over Grand
View and Lindenwood. He
was the top Truman scorer
in each of those two games.

Hazekamp also averaged
8 rebounds per games. His
6.5 rebounds per game this

season leads the team.

Cade McKnight previous-
ly won Player of the Week
honors back on Nov. 15.

Truman (9-2) heads to
Quincy on Tuesday, then
returns to Kirksville for a
home game on Thursday
night against Lewis. Tipoff
is set for 7:30 p.m.

-
=

Daily Express file photo of Truman’s Elijah Hazekamp. AUSTIN MILLER/KDE
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Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid argues a pass interference call during the first half of an NFL football

game against the Cincinnati Bengals, Sunday, Jan. 2, 2022, in Cincinnati.

DAVID DERMER - FREELANCER, FR171035 AP

Chiefs fall from No. 1 seed with
last-second loss to Bengals

By DAVE SKRETTA
AP Sports Writer

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — The
Kansas City Chiefs probably felt
as if they were looking in a mirror
on Sunday in Cincinnati.

There was a young, hotshot
quarterback carving up their
defense for 446 yards and four
touchdowns. An equally young,
dynamic wide receiver catching
11 balls for 266 yards and three of
the scores. And a talented young
running back that was doing just
enough on the ground to keep the
defense frustrated.

Sounds a lot like the Chiefs, huh?

Joe Burrow’s incredible per-
formance and Ja’Marr Chase’s
record-setting day catching his
passes — and some help from Joe
Mixon and the run game — was
enough to lift the Bengals to a
31-28 victory and the AFC North
title.

It also left the Chiefs looking in
the mirror at themselves.

Their defense committed break-
downs that hadn’t happened since
early in the season. Patrick Ma-
homes threw for 259 yards and
a couple of TDs, but the Chiefs
offense didn’t reach the end zone
in the second half. Both sides
of the ball were responsible for
10 penalties, including a couple
that ruined a goal-line stand that
would have forced overtime.

There also was a coaching let-
down. If the Chiefs would have
let the Bengals score at the goal
line, they could have gotten the
ball back with a chance to drive
for a tying touchdown and force
overtime on their own.

Instead, the Bengals got a win-
ning field goal as time expired and
Kansas City dropped out of the No.
1 seed in the AFC.

“This is a response-driven
league,” Chiefs safety Tyrann
Mathieu said. “I just didn’t think
we responded well enough today.
I know some people are gonna
talk about certain calls that were
made late in the game, and outside
of that I still feel like we could
have responded a lot better de-
fensively.”

Now, the Chiefs (11-5) are in a
predicament. Their regular-season
finale against Denver was flexed
to Saturday, and they will need to
win and hope Tennessee loses to
Houston on Sunday to climb back
into the top spot and earn a first-

s Sl i

Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Ja’Marr Chase (1) catches a pass for an
18-yard touchdown as Kansas City Chiefs cornerback Charvarius Ward
(35) defends during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Jan.

2, 2022, in Cincinnati.

round bye.

With a loss, the Chiefs could con-
ceivably fall out of the No. 2 seed
depending on results elsewhere.

“As coaches and players, you
learn from it. That’s all you can
do right now,” Chiefs coach Andy
Reid said. “The guys battled and
I thought played good, aggressive
football. We just came up short
against a good team. And so we’ll
go back, we’ll study it and we’ll try
to get better from it.”

WHAT’S WORKING

The Chiefs defensive line kept
stuffing Cincinnati at the goal line
in the final minutes, and in truth
it played well most of the game.
It only allowed 60 yards rushing,
Chris Jones had two of their four
sacks and they hit Burrow 10 times
in all.

WHAT NEEDS HELP

The secondary. Could there be
any other answer? Chase made
cornerback Charvarius Ward and
the rest of his teammates look fool-
ish on Sunday, while Tee Higgins
caught three balls for 62 yards and
Tyler Boyd had four for 36 yards
and a score.

STOCKUP

Darrel Williams ran 14 times for
88 yards and two touchdowns while
catching three passes for 19 yards,
carrying a heavy load with starter
Clyde Edwards-Helaire dealing
with a shoulder injury. Williams
also did it behind a pair of backup

DAVID DERMER - FREELANCER, FR171035 AP

tackles after Orlando Brown Jr. got
hurt in warmups and Lucas Niang
left during the game.

STOCK DOWN

Tyreek Hill and Travis Kelce
were underwhelming once again,
Hill in his second game since hav-
ing COVID-19 and Kelce in his
first. Hill was held to six catches
for 40 yards while Kelce had five
for 25 yards and a touchdown.

INJURIES

The Chiefs hope to get Ed-
wards-Helaire back for the play-
offs. It’s unclear how long Brown
(calf strain) will be out. Niang is
likely done for the season after
tearing his patellar tendon against
the Bengals.

KEY NUMBER

0 — The amount of money Reid
was willing to pay the NFL for
complaining about the officiating
Sunday. Several of the calls were
questionable, including a pass inter-
ference penalty on L’Jarius Sneed.

“I’d like to comment on each
one but I don’t want to be fined,”
Reid said.

NEXT STEPS

The Chiefs need to beat the
Broncos on Sunday and then hope
former assistant David Culley can
lead Houston past the Titans on
Sunday. That would give Kansas
City the No. 1 seed in the playoffs,
a first-round bye and home-field
advantage.

(S,

Tennessee Titans running back D’Onta Foreman (7) and

quarterback Ryan Tannehill, right, celebrate after Foreman
scored a touchdown against the Miami Dolphins in the
first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Jan. 2, 2022, in

Nashville, Tenn.

Titans can
AFC’s No.”

WADE PAYNE - FREELANCER, FR23601 AP

clinch
seed with

Henry's re

By TERESA M. WALKER
AP Pro Football Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn.
(AP) — The resilient
Tennessee Titans now
are two-time AFC South
champs and just one vic-
tory away from making
the AFC playoffs come
through Nashville.

So much for a season
during which they’ve
been without the league’s
two-time rushing champ
since Halloween and used
88 players, most ever for
anon-strike season in the
NFL.

The Titans (11-5) go
to Houston on Sunday to
wrap up a third straight
season in their old home-
town. This time, a Ten-
nessee victory locks down
the No. 1 seed in the AFC,
something this franchise
has done only twice previ-
ously since leaving Texas
and not since 2008.

And they just might
have Derrick Henry back
for the playoffs. Titans
coach Mike Vrabel said
Monday they’ve been dis-
cussing when to open the
21-day practice window
for Henry, who still ranks
sixth in the NFL with his
937 yards rushing despite
a broken right foot that
put him on injured re-
serve Nov. 1.

“He’s doing some work
today, and we’ll see when
that window opens and
probably make a decision
mid-week,” Vrabel said.

iurnnedr

Not only are the Titans
healthier than they’ve been
in weeks after having their
bye Dec. 5, they have won
three of four, including a
34-3 rout of Miami that
clinched a second straight
consecutive division title
for the first time since this
franchise won the Eastern
Division the first three sea-
sons in the AFL.

The Titans also are stay-
ing on message that they’re
nowhere near finished.

“I’'m going around tell-
ing the guys that we’re just
getting started,” Titans
quarterback Ryan Tanne-
hill said after beating the
team that drafted him into
the NFL. “It’s a big step
and enjoy it, but we’re just
getting started. We’ve got
a long way to go.”

Winning the AFC South
is just the first step for the
Titans.

“That’s our goal is to
win championships,” Vra-
bel said. “It starts with
winning the division. Guys
were excited, they put a lot
into it. I’'m happy for them,
but this is a huge week, this
is another critical week.”

WHAT’'S WORKING
The run game. The
Titans insisted they

wouldn’t change their
offensive approach with-
out Henry, and they hav-
en’t. They’ve leaned on a
committee approach with
D’Onta Foreman, signed

See TITANS, Page A8

Tennessee Titans head coach Mike Vrabel yells in
the second half of an NFL football game against the
Miami Dolphins Sunday, Jan. 2, 2022, in Nashville,

Tenn.

WADE PAYNE - FREELANCER, FR23601 AP
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LOCAL ROUNDUP

Dec. 31
High school boys bhaskethall

Kirksville 66, Liberal 30

No stats reported.
Mid-Buchanan 53, Milan 37
No stats reported.

Winston 55, Green City 50

Green City - Laydon Flelds, 15 points;
Asher Buggs-Tipton, 12 points;
Grant O'Haver, 11 points.

High school girls basketball

Kirksville 46, Smithville 27
No stats reported.

Milan 56, Mid-Buchanan 37
Milan - Cady Pauley, 37 points, 15 rebounds.

Green City 38, Winston 31
Green City - Celeste Athon, 17 points;
Maddie Lunsford, 16 points.

King City 44, La Plata 39
No stats reported.

Dec. 30
High school boys bhaskethall

Kirksville 64, Ewing Marion Kauffman 52
No stats reported.

High school girls baskethall

Kirksville 69, Oak Grove 42
No stats reported.

Dec.29
High school girls basketball

Macon 67, Boonville 62
Macon - Lexi Miller, 40 points.

High school boys basketball

Macon 63, Boonville 44
Macon - Maurice Magruder, 12 points.

Westran 56, La Plata 19
La Plata - Cutter St. Clair, 7 points.

Dec. 28
High school girls basketball

Chillicothe 64, Milan 54
Milan - Cady Pauley, 34 points.

Dec. 27
High school boys bhaskethall

Milan 62, Norborne 31
No stats reported.

TITANS

Continued from Page A7

off the street Nov. 2, running for 100
yards or more three times. He had a
career-high 132 yards against Miami.

The Titans have run for 985 yards
over eight games since losing Henry,
matching the 2020 NFL Offensive Player
of the Year’s 4.3-yard per carry average
before his injury on Oct. 31.

The big difference? Henry’s ability
to finish drives. He scored 10 TDs in
eight games, while the replacements
have combined for six, along with four
by Tannehill.

WHAT NEEDS HELP

The Titans are first in the NFL scor-
ing in goal-to-go situations, scoring on
86.2% of those situations. But they still
have some issues finishing off drives.
Against Miami, a fumble recovery put
them at the Dolphins 14, and the Titans
wound up settling for a field goal early
in the second quarter.

STOCK UP

Linebacker David Long. He started
eight games before a hamstring injury
sidelined him for six straight games.
He returned after a week of practice
and made the most of 34 snaps with an
interception and four tackles.

STOCK DOWN

Receiver A.J. Brown. After catching a
career-high 11 passes in a win over the
49ers, Brown caught only two of the five
passes Tannehill threw to him. He did
finish with 41 yards with both catches
converting first downs while covered by
Xavien Howard.

INJURED

Tight end MyCole Pruitt had surgery
Monday for a gruesome right ankle in-
jury that Vrabel said will keep him out
an extended period of time.

KEY NUMBER

3 — The number of consecutive play-
off berths for the Titans, something
this franchise has not done since their
“Run and Shoot” days as the Houston
Oilers between 1987 and 1993 when they
reached seven straight postseasons.

NEXT STEPS

The Titans will look to beat the Texans
in Houston to clinch the No. 1 seed in the
AFC along with a first-round bye and
more time for Henry to work himself
into football condition.

More AP NFL coverage: https://apnews.com/
hub/NFL and https://twitter.com/AP_NFL
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Georgia head coach Kirby Smart celebrates after winning the Orange Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff semifinal game

against Michigan, Friday, Dec. 31, 2021, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Georgia won 34-11.

REBECCA BLACKWELL - STAFF, AP

Smart can rewrite legacy by
ending Georgla § title drought

By CHARLES ODUM
AP Sports Writer

Kirby Smart did his best
to get ahead of the questions
about Nick Saban while ac-
knowledging the topic was
inevitable.

It seems the Georgia
coach can’t avoid Saban,
when championships — and
Smart’s big-game legacy —
are on the line.

Smart is 0-4 against Sa-
ban, his former boss at Al-
abama. That includes Geor-
gia’s 41-24 loss to Saban’s
Crimson Tide in the South-
eastern Conference cham-
pionship game in Atlanta
on Dec. 4.

Smart fielded questions
about Saban prior to that
game before earning a re-
match when the Bulldogs
beat Michigan 34-11 on
Friday night in the College
Football Playoff semifinal.

The Georgia coach insist-
ed on Monday the Geor-
gia-Alabama rematch for
the national title is not about
Smart vs. Saban.

“Each game has been dif-
ferent,” Smart said. “And it
will never be about he and I.
I know he won’t make it that
and I won’t make it that,
because that’s for you guys
to do that.”

Smart’s Georgia legacy
is on the line. That’s about
more than how he com-
pares with Saban, already
assured of being remem-
bered as one of the greatest
coaches in college football
history.

As Smart wraps up his
sixth season at his alma
mater, the national cham-
pionship game will help de-
termine his place in Geor-
gia history. That includes
how he will be judged in
comparison with his pre-
decessor, Mark Richt, as
well as Vince Dooley, who
won Georgia’s last national
championship in 1980.

Smart was hired to give
Georgia the push it lacked

-:._,. r

Georgia head coach Kirby Smart speaks with Alabama head coach Nick Saban before the
first half of the Southeastern Conference championship NCAA college football game, Sat-

urday, Dec. 4, 2021, in Atlanta.

to win the biggest games.
He was hired to bring cham-
pionships to the Bulldogs.

So far, Smart trails Richt.
Thanks to the humbling
loss to the Crimson Tide
last month, Smart remains
stuck on one SEC title, in
2017. Richt won two SEC
championships in his first
five seasons in Athens.

Smart’s big-game history
also includes an overtime
loss to the Crimson Tide in
the 2017 national champion-
ship game.

By bringing the Bull-
dogs to another national ti-
tle game, Smart has made
Georgia a regular part of
the championship picture.
He has brought Georgia to
the biggest games.

Saban has blocked
Smart’s path to big-game
success. Smart can change
that script by winning the
biggest game of all in his
second national title appear-
ance against Alabama.

Saban has won seven na-
tional championships, in-
cluding six in the last 12
years at Alabama. He is
looking for back-to-back ti-
tles with the Crimson Tide.

BRYNN ANDERSON - STAFF, AP

Smart was the defensive
coordinator on Saban’s Al-
abama staff before he was
hired to lead Georgia’s pro-
gram.

Smart’s Bulldogs were
12-0 following their first
undefeated regular season
since 1982 and on track for
their first national champi-
onship in 41 years before
the SEC title game loss to
Alabama.

Sure, Smart doesn’t deny
that Saban and Alabama are
a hurdle the Bulldogs have
not yet cleared. Smart says
he’s not alone.

Smart said the Crimson
Tide “have also been a prob-
lem and a thorn for any team
they’ve played besides ours.
We have that in common
with a lot of teams.”

Smart knew better than
to celebrate Friday’s run-
away rout of Michigan in
the Orange Bowl. He called
a timeout and put a firm
roadblock on plans by run-
ning backs Zamir White and
James Cook to empty a wa-
tercooler on his head at the
end of the game.

Playoff semifinal wins
don’t merit watercooler

Georgia quarterback Stetson Bennett tosses oranges after their win against Michigan in
the Orange Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff semifinal game, Friday, Dec. 31, 2021, in

Miami Gardens, Fla. Georgia won 34-11.

LYNNE SLADKY - STAFF, AP

baths. Only minutes after
the game, Smart already
was looking ahead to Ala-
bama.

“I was wanting to get a
real shower, not a Gatorade
bath, because I want to get
focused on Alabama,” Smart
said after Friday’s win, be-
fore adding, “To be honest
with you guys, I’m not inter-
ested in celebrating that.”

Players got the message.
They know what’s at stake.

Quarterback Stetson Ben-
nett said Monday a heavy
burden accompanies Geor-
gia’s national championship
drought.

“Maybe I'm not capable
of holding that weight on
my shoulders, but, no, I'm
just treating it as a football
game,” Bennett said. “Do
I know that means a lot to
a lot of people? Yes. Am I
trying to play some kind of
savior by winning a national
championship for millions
of people? No. I don’t think
that’s my job.”

Indeed, that is Smart’s job.

If Bennett feels that
weight as a former walk-
on, then Smart surely must
carry a much greater load.
Smart is coaching for cham-
pionship-starved fans and
for his lifetime commitment
to the Bulldogs as a player,
assistant and coach.

Smart showed no sign of
that burden one week before
another big-game test.

“Our guys are excited and
being excited to work and
really take another shot and
go play these guys,” Smart
said, adding he has “a lot
of respect for Alabama and
coach Saban and everything
they’ve been able to do. And
we know that we’ve got to
play one of our best games
and our guys are excited for
the opportunity.”

More AP college football:
https://apnews.com/hub/
college-football and https://
twitter.com/AP_Top25. Sign

up for the AP’s college football
newsletter: https://apnews.com/
cfbtop25
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