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Missouri is expected to receive more than $9 bil-
lion in federal infrastructure funding over the next
fi�ve years, part of the trillion-dollar bipartisan
package that has been the center of debate and
policymaking in Congress for months.

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act,
which received the endorsement of the White
House and bipartisan approval in the Senate, is
awaiting approval from the House of Representa-
tives. If it becomes law, Missouri and the other 49
states will see signifi�cant cash infusions to repair

and develop roads, bridges, water systems and
more over the next fi�ve years.

The federal dollars will be valuable in the Show-
Me State’s mission to upgrade its infrastructure,
which the American Society of Civil Engineers
graded as a C- in a 2018 report — unchanged from
its 2013 grade. That pursuit is shared by Gov. Mike
Parson, who has pushed for legislators to pass in-
frastructure improvements during his time in of-
fi�ce. Earlier this year, he signed into law the fi�rst
statewide gas tax increase since 1996, with revenue
from the tax going toward road and bridge repairs.

Cars pass by construction on East Sunshine Street on Aug 16, 2021. Missouri's roads, bridges, water systems and other
infrastructure priorities are expected to receive over $9 billion as part of the federal infrastructure package awaiting a
fi�nal vote in the U.S. House of Representatives.
NATHAN PAPES/SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER

State will get $9B –
where will it go?

Galen Bacharier
Springfi�eld News-Leader | USA TODAY NETWORK
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The Adair County Health Depart-
ment reported the county’s 28th CO-
VID-related death on Monday, along
with at least 20 new cases each day
this week.

A 51-year-old female admitted to
Northeast Regional Medical Center
(NRMC) on Aug. 6 died on Aug. 15. Her
death brings the total known among
county residents to 28.

Twenty-four cases were reported
Monday and 26 cases were added on
Tuesday and Wednesday. The coun-
ty’s total case count stands at 3,023
with 119 active cases. 

Adair County has administered
more than 18,057 doses of the CO-
VID-19 vaccine, as of Aug. 17, according
to data from the Missouri Department
of Health & Senior Services.

That's up 1.71% from the previous
week's tally of 17,754 COVID-19 doses
administered.

In Adair County, 35% of people liv-
ing in Adair County are fully vaccinat-
ed as of Aug. 17. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention considers
someone fully vaccinated two weeks
after they've been given a single-dose
shot (Johnson & Johnson) or a second
shot (either Pfi�zer or Moderna).

Missouri reported 731,097 total
cases of coronavirus, an increase of
3% from the week before.

The fi�ve areas with the highest per-
centage of their population fully vacci-
nated in Missouri as of Aug. 17 are
Boone County (49%), Joplin (49%), St.
Charles County (48%), St. Louis Coun-
ty (47%) and Franklin County (44%).

Covid
cases on
the rise
Adair County
surpasses 3,000
COVID cases,
reports 28th death
Daily Express staff

With nearly a month until their next
meeting in September due to Labor Day,
here is a rundown on some of the impor-
tant items discussed and passed at
Monday’s City Council meeting.

Those include applying for an up-
grade at the E-911 Center, a tax levy de-
crease, and usage rates for the Rieger
Armory. 

E-911 system upgrade

The city is applying for a Community
Development Block Grant to replace an
outdated system at the E-911 Center. The
City Council approved that application

during its meeting on Monday night. 
The total cost of the new system is

$609,603.18, which is the exact amount
the city is applying for with the grant.
There are fi�ve major systems used at the
E-911 Center, with this grant looking to
replace two and add one more.

Systems being replaced include the
911 line, which takes emergency and
non-emergency calls and interfaces
with radio dispatches. 

Jon Cook, Kirksville’s Fire Chief and
Emergency Management Director, said
it is an urgent need to replace the sys-
tem. He said there was a system failure
in January. Some workarounds have
been found but the manufacturer has
been unable to fi�x the problem. And it’s
an obsolete system, so they need to be
replaced anyway, Cook said.

The new system would allow for im-
proved geo-location and data services,
along with a service where residents
could text 911. Citizens could submit pic-
tures and videos, which would help
communications with hearing- and

speech-impaired residents. 
“These are the last two systems

downstairs that don’t meet all future re-
quirements for 911,” Cook said during the

Council approves E-911
grant application, tax
levy decrease, Rieger
Armory rates
Austin Miller
Kirksville Daily Express
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Steve Walsh, the husband of State
Rep. Sara Walsh and spokesman for U.S.
Rep. Vicky Hartzler, has died following a
battle with COVID-19, Sara Walsh an-
nounced early Thursday morning. He
was 63. 

"It saddens my heart to share that
this morning my best friend and be-
loved husband Steve Walsh was wel-
comed to Heaven’s glory into the arms
of Jesus Christ his Lord and Savior," Sa-
ra Walsh tweeted.

Arrangements are pending, she said.
"Thank you to everyone who has lift-

ed us up in prayer," she wrote.
"I am saddened at the loss of Steve

Walsh, who served my offi�ce and Mis-
souri’s Fourth District admirably for the
past decade," Hartzler wrote in a state-
ment Thursday. "Since day one, Steve
has been a key member of my team,
serving previously as Press Secretary
before his current role as Field Repre-

sentative.
"We loved Steve for his enormous

heart, passion for life, and the joy he
brought to everyone who was lucky
enough to meet him. His love of God and
his beautiful wife, Sara, was undenia-
ble. Steve will be sorely missed, but his
memory will live on with those who
were blessed to know him.

"I ask that the Walsh family be given
privacy during this diffi�cult time."

An outpouring of support on social
media followed Sara Walsh's announce-
ment.

"I am so sorry to hear of the passing
of my friend," State Senate Majority
Leader Caleb Rowden tweeted. "Steve
was a great guy — always quick to bring
humor and optimism to any situation.
He had a heart for people and for this
state."

"Steve Walsh was a true professional,
an incredibly kind man of strong faith,
and he was our friend," Lt. Gov. Mike Ke-
hoe tweeted. "@ClaudiaLKehoe & I ex-
tend our heartfelt condolences to @Sa-

raForMissouri. She is hurting. We are
hurting. We will miss him greatly, but
knowing he is in Heaven provides us
comfort."

Gov. Mike Parson held a moment of

silence Thursday for the Walsh family
while speaking at the Governor’s Ham
Breakfast at the State Fair in Sedalia.

After working more than 25 years in
media, Steve Walsh made a career tran-
sition into political communications in
2010.

Sara Walsh on Aug. 3 asked for com-
munity prayers as both she and her hus-
band battled COVID-19.

She posted on Facebook at that time:
"Friends, please pray for my precious
husband Steve Walsh. He is very sick
and is in the hospital. We serve a miracle
working God and tonight please help me
get prayers lifted up for Steve’s healing
and recovery.

"Steve is my sweet love and my best
friend in the whole world."

An Ashland Republican running for
Hartzler's seat in Congress, Sara Walsh
said last week she had mostly recovered
from the virus, though Steve remained
hospitalized.

The couple did not get vaccinated
against COVID-19.

Walsh’s husband dies after COVID-19 battle
Kevin Graeler and Gabriela Velasquez
Columbia Daily Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

State Rep. Sara Walsh, R-Ashland, and
her husband, Steve, contracted
COVID-19. Steve has died after
battling the virus, Sara Walsh shared
on social media Thursday morning.
TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

cannot abandon them. Failing to provide
for their safety will be something our
country regrets for a long time.”

The Departments of State and De-
fense promised in a Sunday statement
they would fl�y thousands of U.S. citi-
zens, local embassy staff� and “particu-
larly vulnerable Afghan nationals” out of
the country, according to the Associated
Press.

The majority of elected Missouri Re-
publicans opted to focus their criticism
on the Biden administration, including
junior U.S. Sen. Josh Hawley, who called
the withdrawal “a disastrous display of
incompetence that has provoked a hu-
manitarian crisis” in a Monday state-
ment.

“(Biden) and his administration failed
to adequately prepare, failed to safe-
guard Americans and those who have
helped us, drastically underestimated
the speed with which the Taliban would
overrun Kabul and other parts of the
country,” Hawley said, “and have gener-
ally shown themselves unable to fulfi�ll
their commitment to an orderly with-
drawal.”

Hawley was supportive of the Trump
administration’s withdrawal plan last
year, writing to then-acting Secretary of
Defense Christopher Miller and asking
him to “stand with President Trump and
bring our troops home as expeditiously
as possible.”

Gov. Mike Parson, a Republican and
Army veteran, also directed blame to the

A number of Missouri political leaders
weighed in after Afghanistan’s govern-
ment fell Sunday, with Taliban fi�ghters
gaining control of the capital city Kabul
and U.S. forces scrambling to withdraw
from the country and end a war that
spanned two decades.

The Afghan collapse — which Presi-
dent Joe Biden said Monday happened
“more quickly than we had anticipated”
— led to a rapid evacuation of the U.S.
Embassy in Kabul and pandemonium at
the city’s main airport, where at least
seven people have died, according to the
Associated Press. Biden said he stood
“squarely behind” his decision to evacu-
ate U.S. troops from Afghanistan.

Reaction from Missouri offi�cials to the
events varied. Several prominent Re-
publican leaders in the state were brisk
in pointing the blame at the Biden ad-
ministration, criticizing the execution of
a U.S. withdrawal plan that had taken
years to play out; another disagreed with
the decision to withdraw; and a Marine
veteran running for U.S. Senate as a
Democrat decried the entirety of politics
surrounding America’s longest war.

Sen. Roy Blunt, a Republican who has
served on both House and Senate intelli-
gence committees, said in a statement
Monday he believed the U.S. withdrawal
“will prove to be a major mistake.”

“The catastrophe that has unfolded in
Afghanistan was an unforced error,”
Blunt said. “We are now faced with a dev-
astating collapse of our intelligence
gathering capabilities while terrorists re-
gain a foothold to launch attacks against
the United States and our allies. The U.S.
could have maintained a limited pres-
ence that provided stability in Afghani-
stan and protected our national security
interests.”

Missouri’s senior senator, who is not
running for re-election next year,
stopped short of criticizing the Biden ad-
ministration specifi�cally for the with-
drawal, rather urging them to evacuate
the U.S.’ Afghan allies.

“The most important thing President
Biden and his administration have to do
now is get the Afghan people who stood
by our side to safety,” Blunt said. “They
risked their lives for our country and we

White House, calling its actions “gross
negligence” and “shameful.”

“I fi�nd the manner in which this
withdrawal is occurring — and the re-
sulting resurgence of the Taliban — dis-
honors the decades-long service and
sacrifi�ce of our military members who
have defended American freedom,”
Parson wrote on Twitter on Monday.

Members of Missouri’s House dele-
gation also spoke on the situation. Rep.
Vicky Hartzler, a Republican who rep-
resents central and western Missouri
and is running for U.S. Senate, criti-
cized the Biden administration for
what she called a “bungled and failed
withdrawal” in a statement Sunday.
She also focused on Afghan women,
who she said would see “their advances
crushed” under Taliban governance.

Rep. Billy Long, southwest Missou-
ri’s Republican congressman also run-
ning for Senate, wrote on Twitter Mon-
day that “Biden is nowhere to be
found,” prior to the president’s speech
in Washington, D.C. Several prominent
Democrats, past and hopeful future of-
fi�ceholders alike, also spoke on the sub-
ject. Jason Kander, former Missouri
secretary of state and 2016 U.S. Senate
candidate, posted a response to Haw-
ley’s statements past and present.

“Every elected offi�cial worrying
more about how the situation in Af-
ghanistan aff�ects their political for-
tunes than about how they can help
those on the ground can kindly go f—

themselves,” wrote Kander, a veteran
who serves as president for the non-
profi�t Veterans Community Project.

Stephen Webber, a Marine Corps
veteran and former Missouri Demo-
cratic Party chair, urged the U.S. to
bring Afghan refugees to St. Louis.
Kansas City Mayor Quinton Lucas said
the city would “proudly accept refugees
from Afghanistan who have served
bravely by our side over the past gener-
ation.”

A Democrat running for U.S. Senate,
Lucas Kunce, called the withdrawal
“inevitable” in a Sunday statement and
condemned the war entirely. Kunce
served with the Marines for 13 years, in-
cluding two deployments to Afghani-
stan.

“For 19 years, politicians in both par-
ties lied to America,” Kunce said. “They
lied about the mission. They lied about
the so-called progress. They spent tril-
lions sending people like me to fi�ght
and die on a doomed mission to build
up someone else’s country because
they thought it made them look strong.
And today, that strongman façade has
crumbled, only to reveal two decades of
failed political and military leadership.”

Galen Bacharier covers Missouri
politics & government for the News-
Leader. Contact him at
gbacharier@news-leader.com, (573)
219-7440 or on Twitter
@galenbacharier.

A U.S. Chinook helicopter flies over the city of Kabul on Aug. 15, 2021. Political leaders in Missouri weighed in following the
fall of Afghanistan's government to the Taliban, levying criticisms ranging from the Biden administration, U.S. foreign
policymaking and the 20-year war as a whole. RAHMAT GUL, AP

Missouri
politicians
speak on
Afghanistan 
Galen Bacharier
Springfi�eld News-Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Arloa Atkinson
Queen City Christian Church

409 Main Street
Queen City, Missouri

August 21, 2021 2-4 p.m.
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ADAIR COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Home Health Agency

In Cooperation with the
MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SENIOR SERVICES

Phone: (660) 665-8491 1001 S. Jamison
Fax: (660) 627-2913 Kirksville, MO 63501
August 13, 2021

Dear Adair County Citizen:

Our Covid-19 cases continue to rise in Adair County as we approach the
start of the 2021-2022 school year. The Adair County Health Department
needs your help and consideration to properly mitigate the highly
transmissible Delta variant in our county. Based on our current surveillance
and contact tracing we are strongly recommending the following for all
Adair County citizens:

1. Use masks indoors including all schools, businesses, and public
places.

2. Get vaccinated if you are 12 years of age or older.

3. Get a booster vaccination when they become available.

4. Avoid gathering with other people whenever possible.

5. Get tested for Covid-19 if you think you have been exposed to this
virus.

6. Wash your hands often and disinfect whenever possible.

7. As with any virus or other disease, please stay home from work and
school if you are sick.

8. Consider not traveling until the number Covid-19 positive cases
improves.

9. Consider a “layered approach” to mitigate this virus using the above
recommendations. Taking just one action is not enough to stop the
spread. Layering all these strategies is necessary at this time.

10. Please contact others if you are a positive case for Covid-19 or a
close contact to a positive contact. This is particularly important for
schools and employers.

The Adair County Health Department will continue to do contact tracing for
households including dorms, apartments, and congregate living spaces
where people live in shared spaces. We will isolate positive household
cases for 10 days. We will quarantine for 10 days close household contacts
whomay contract the virus within that time period. We will notify all schools
in Adair County whenever we encounter a student’s positive case or if
a student is a close contact as identified through our household contact
tracing process.

The Adair County Health Department is available to answer questions
you may have. Our website also has information about the vaccine and
mitigation strategies https://adair.lphamo.org.

Thank you for your help. It takes all of us exercising the right precautions
to stop the spread of Covid-19 in our county!

Jim LeBaron, Administrator

The Missouri authorities who con-
victed an 18-year-old man in a 1978 Kan-
sas City triple murder say they know
he’s not guilty. And in a 1994 St. Louis
murder, local offi�cials have known since
at least 2019 that misconduct sent an-
other young man to prison.

Both are innocent, according to local
prosecutors. Other people have con-
fessed to the two slayings. But Kevin
Strickland, convicted of the 1978 crime,
and Lamar Johnson, convicted in 1995,
remain in prison.

Two cases on opposite ends of Mis-
souri have this in common: State laws
denying local prosecutors the right to
vacate convictions have trumped evi-
dence of the men’s innocence. The two
are also caught up in a politically
charged fi�ght pitting a tough-on-crime
state attorney general, running for U.S.
Senate, against Democratic prosecutors
in Kansas City and St. Louis, who admit
their offi�ces got the cases wrong.

Republican Missouri Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schmitt submitted legal fi�lings
against both Strickland’s and Johnson’s
release.

His offi�ce contends that the lone wit-
ness to the killing of which Strickland,
now 62, was convicted was forced to re-
cant, before the witness’s 2015 death.
The attorney general’s offi�ce also main-
tains Johnson, now 49, could have
walked 3 miles to kill his friend and then
walked back to his home in about fi�ve
minutes.

Offi�cials in Schmitt’s offi�ce declined
to comment on the cases for this article
because of ongoing litigation.

Strickland has been in prison for 43
years; Johnson for 26. But Jackson
County Prosecutor Jean Peters Baker
and St. Louis city attorney Kimberly
Gardner are hoping they can get help in
freeing the men from a new Missouri
law giving local prosecutors more say in
circuit courts to overturn convictions
based on a miscarriage of justice.

Schmitt can still intervene in such
cases under the law, and he is. But for
Baker and Gardner, when the new law
takes eff�ect Aug. 28, it will be a new ave-
nue to right past wrongs.

“I don’t know of other attorneys gen-
eral in other states that have decided to
take this kind of position,” said Baker,
who says her offi�ce wrongly convicted
Strickland and has been fi�ghting for his
release since May. “I think we stand
alone.”

Strickland and Johnson are not
alone, however, in being convicted of
crimes that later evidence found they
did not commit. 

Since 1989, at least 2,839 people have
been exonerated of crimes ranging from
sexual assault to murder. Together,
those exonerated people spent more
than 25,250 years in prison before they
were freed.

The most recent high-profi�le case
was this summer, when Curtis Crosland
of Philadelphia was released after serv-
ing more than 30 years behind bars for
murder. Crosland was convicted solely
on witness statements that were later
recanted.

Samuel Gross, the semi-retired law
professor at the University of Michigan
who founded the National Registry of
Exonerations, estimated the actual
number of wrongfully convicted people
in the United States to be “at least 100
times greater than the number of exon-
erations.”

Missouri ‘is an outlier’ in its

approach to justice

Even with the prosecutors saying
Strickland and Johnson are innocent,
Missouri Gov. Mike Parson, also a Re-
publican, did not include them on his
August pardon list.

“It’s pretty easy on the outside to say
‘Hey, he’s innocent.’ I don’t know
whether he’s innocent or not. I don’t,”
Parson said when asked about Strick-
land’s case in June by Kansas City’s
NBC station.

The predicament Strickland and
Johnson face is not new in Missouri,
which advocates have criticized in in-
vestigations and editorials for its partic-
ularly strict adherence to statute over
facts.

“It is an outlier,” Gross said of Mis-
souri.

In 2003, then-Missouri Attorney
General Jay Nixon, a Democrat, had his
assistant attorney general, Frank Jung,
tell a state Supreme Court justice that
case fi�nality outweighed evidence of in-
nocence in the case of Joseph Amrine.

That was a death penalty case in-
volving a 1985 murder of an inmate in
which witnesses against Amrine were
off�ered protective custody and reduced
charges in exchange for their help to
convict Amrine, but later recanted their
statements.

Despite the evidence, Nixon and his
offi�ce pressed to set an execution date.
Weighing that case, a justice asked
Jung, “Even if we fi�nd that Mr. Amrine is
actually innocent, he should be execut-
ed?”

Jung responded: “That is correct,
your honor.”

“Why should people trust a system
when even the state itself, the prosecu-
tor, says ‘This person is wrongly impris-
oned,’ and then another part of the state
uses the system to block it,” said Mau-
rice Possley, senior researcher at the na-
tional registry. “That can’t be justice.
That has to be politics... To me it’s crimi-
nal in itself.”

Baker, the prosecutor in Strickland’s
case, agrees.

“Maybe everything is political,” she
said. “Masks have become political, the
pandemic is political, but this shouldn’t
be. We need to push back on that. It’s
wrong, and sometimes things are wrong

— so wrong that they have outcomes
that are just too harmful to the practice
of prosecution, the seeking of truth and
justice.”

In Amrine’s case, the Missouri Su-
preme Court ruled 4-3 that there was
“clear and convincing evidence of actual
innocence that undermines confi�dence”
in Amrine’s conviction, and he was
freed later that year.

But he was lucky, according to Tricia
Rojo Bushnell, executive director of the
Midwest Innocence Project.

Years later, in 2016, the Court of Ap-
peals for Missouri’s Western District
ruled that innocence alone is not
grounds for exoneration without some
accompanying constitutional violation
— or in Amrine’s case, a death sentence.

Missouri’s Constitution simply
wouldn’t allow for it.

‘Kevin Strickland wasn’t at that
house’

Strickland was 18 and a high school
dropout who wanted to join the military
when he was fi�rst tried in 1979. That trial
ended with a hung jury, the lone holdout
being a woman who voted for an acquit-
tal. She was the panel’s only Black
member.

A prosecutor at the time allegedly
walked to the defense table to warn that
the outcome would be diff�erent at a re-
trial. Two months later, Strickland was
found guilty, this time by an all-white
jury. He was given a life term without
the possibility of parole for 50 years.

Cynthia Douglas, then 20, was the
only witness who picked out Strickland
as one of the four assailants after her
sister’s boyfriend suggested he could
have been the young, short man who
waved a shotgun at the scene where
three people — two men and a woman,
all in their 20s — were killed.

Douglas, who was injured in the
shooting, sat in the very back of the
courtroom that year when Vincent Bell
and Kilm Adkins pleaded guilty to the
killings that April night in a Kansas City
bungalow.

In his plea, Bell said: “I’m telling you
the truth. Kevin Strickland wasn’t at
that house.”

Strickland did have an alibi for the
night of April 25, 1978, according to Bak-

er’s offi�ce. He was home with his broth-
er, chatting on the phone with his girl-
friend and watching television.

Soon after the Bell guilty plea, Doug-
las began having doubts about her
memory of that night, and she began
telling anyone and everyone, including
prosecutors, that she was mistaken, ac-
cording to Baker.

She knew her testimony was the sin-
gle piece of evidence that sent Strick-
land to prison. Without it, there is no
case against him, Baker said.

In February of 2009, Douglas, then
Cynthia Richardson and working for the
county’s Family Court Services’ ac-
counting department, wrote to the Mid-
west Innocence Project.

Her short email carried the subject
line “Wrongfully charged,” and it read: “I
am seeking info on how to help someone
that was wrongfully accused, this inci-
dent happened back in 1978, I was the
only eyewitness and things were not
clear back then, but now I know more
and would like to help this person if I
can.”

The Innocence Project, founded in
2001, estimates “there are roughly
2,000-7,000 people in Arkansas, Iowa,
Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska that
are locked behind bars this very mo-
ment for crimes they did not commit.”

It is a lot of cases, and Strickland’s
wasn’t taken up by the organization un-
til 2018, according to Bushnell, who
started at the Innocence Project in 2013.

Since then, Strickland’s attorneys —
backed by Baker, Jackson County’s pre-
siding judge, federal prosecutors, the
city’s mayor and the attorneys who orig-
inally won Strickland’s conviction —
took his case to the Missouri Supreme
Court.

The state’s high court declined to
hear the case in June.

Bushnell and her team refi�led the
case in DeKalb County, Missouri, where
he is locked up at Western Missouri Cor-
rectional Center.

An evidentiary hearing is scheduled
for November. Baker could fi�le a motion
to exonerate Strickland in Kansas City
once the new law takes eff�ect Aug. 28,
she said. In the meantime, other discov-
ery fi�lings are being made in DeKalb.

Prosecutors: Pair in prison but innocent of murders
Missouri laws hinder
eff�orts to overturn 
their convictions

Eric Ferkenhoff
Des Moines Register | USA TODAY NETWORK

See PAIR, Page 8A

FILE- In this Nov. 5, 2019 fi�le photo,
Kevin Strickland is pictured in an
interview room at Western Missouri
Correctional Center in Cameron, Mo.
The Missouri Attorney General's office
says the longtime inmate is guilty of
killing three people in Kansas City in
1978. In a motion fi�led Monday, July 12,
2021, Assistant Attorney General
Andrew Clarke asked a judge to deny a
petition seeking to exonerate
Strickland and free him from prison.
(James Wooldridge/The Kansas City
Star via AP, File) AP
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OPINION

As a veteran of the “Global War on Terror,” my heart
broke for the people of Afghanistan. This past weekend
likely represents an end of that country’s democratic ex-
periment, and what comes next is uncertain. But as I
watched the fall of Kabul in tweets and news reports,
saw people frantically clamoring for whatever aid they
can fi�nd and whatever way out they can secure, I refl�ect-
ed upon the work I’ve done in trying to end America’s
forever wars.

I fought this war for 10 years and I know we could have
stayed in Afghanistan another 10 years, another 20, we
could have stayed until the stars died and it would
change nothing. Our attempts to build western-style
statehood in Afghanistan resulted in a Potemkin army,
Potemkin security forces, and a Potemkin state. The Ta-
liban takeover was, as a result, inevitable. 

But more to the point, this was never a war that could
be won. Even as we fought it, we weren’t sure what the
goal was. I grew up a lot the day I realized that we were
there because we as a nation lashed out in anger and
pain, and we’ve been stuck ever since. Ending this cycle
of violence, a direct result of our tenuous occupation of
that country, is the right thing to do.

After the president’s speech on the matter, I am now
hopeful that vulnerable Afghans will not be left behind,
that interpreters and others who assisted us in trying to
build a new Afghanistan, will be safe, and that diploma-
cy will be our favored tool of a new, comprehensive, peo-
ple-centered and prevention-oriented foreign policy go-
ing forward. 

Moreover, we should learn the right lessons from this
horrible weekend. Let us remember the grind of the last
20 years, and how quickly it came tumbling down, the
next time cynical politicians tell us they can achieve re-
gime change. And let us not fool ourselves into thinking
that the eff�ect of our wars overseas don’t have an eff�ect
here at home!

When we invest in these wars, by giving inconceiv-
able amounts of money to military contractors and
weapons developers, we destroy communities of color
overseas, and force them into the purposefully Byzan-
tine process of seeking asylum or immigrating; and then
we turn out our pockets to our own citizens of color be-
cause we spend three-fourths of our federal budget on
war.

Let’s face it: These wars perpetuate injustice, justify a
surveillance state with a nebulous enemy against whom
victory is impossible, and give budgetary cause to op-
press people both at home and abroad in the name of
white supremacy. It’s time to end the forever wars.

Sophia-Helene Mees de Tricht is a staff�er at Com-
mon Defense, an organization of progressive veter-
ans. She served eight years in the U.S. Navy and two
years in the U.S. Coast Guard, completing multiple
humanitarian aid deployments. She can be reached
at shmeesdetricht@outlook.com.

We have to
put an end
to the
forever wars
Sophia-Helene Mees de Tricht
Special to Des Moines Register

USA TODAY NETWORK

President Joe Biden needs to shake up his national
security team. 

The disaster that unfolded in Afghanistan is illus-
trative of other major issues at the White House. The
people, plans and processes the president has put in
place to keep America safe are not working. 

Those he has chosen for key positions have repeat-
edly failed to challenge their own assumptions. It sad-
ly led to the most unnecessarily embarrassing day in
the history of the National Security Council.

The national security adviser has two jobs. As the
name suggests, they are the last and ideally closest
counselor to the president in the Situation Room. 

Their second duty is to translate the commander in
chief ’s decisions and direction into practical policies.
Sometimes that requires speaking truth to power. On
all of these scores the current occupant of the offi�ce
appears to have failed.

I served with Jake Sullivan in the Obama admini-
stration. He is extraordinarily bright and because of
that, advanced at record speed as a staff�er to Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton and later Vice President
Joe Biden. 

While he knows all the theories and academic ar-
guments in foreign policy, his overseas experience is
less robust. It can lead to the disconnect between
ideas and implementation.

Yes, Biden wanted out of Afghanistan. It was on
Sullivan to fi�gure out how to achieve the president’s
goal while ensuring we avoided potential pitfalls and
problems. That’s clearly not what happened.

As we’ve all seen in recent days, the boss’ mind was
made up. But, in a case like this, you absolutely have
to fi�nd a way to manage up and explain the real risks to
pursuing the preferred presidential path. Instead of
just going along, the national security adviser needs
to lay out safer options that could accomplish the
same stated goals.

It’s not just on the decision to recklessly retreat
from Afghanistan. The Biden administration has been
stronger on slogans than substance when it comes to
foreign policy. They promised America is back, but
have disengaged in a surprising number of areas,
from Cuba to Israel.

The last eight months have seen far too little atten-
tion paid to growing global threats. The White House
has overemphasized the superfi�cial and failed to
make the necessary systematic changes after four de-
structive years of President Donald Trump.

Part of the problem has to do with personnel deci-
sions. The White House has opted to pack political
types into the most infl�uential positions.

Indeed, there is only one career diplomat in a sen-
ior position on the National Security Council, the sen-
ior director for Africa. This is far fewer than under
President Barack Obama. It means Sullivan and Biden
are not getting advice from those with the most recent
and relevant experience.

Things do not get much better at the State Depart-
ment, where for the fi�rst time in a quarter century a
current career diplomat is not in one of the top three
jobs. 

We can see the administration’s predilection for

putting political appointees in national security posi-
tions in their choice of ambassadors. Biden has too
often treated too many posts as political party favors,
naming the well to do or well-connected to places like
Turkey, where diplomatic experience is normally a
prerequisite.

Those appointments across the national security
structure are a refl�ection of the arrogance that has ac-
companied the arrival of this team. They came in
largely ignoring the worries and warnings of institu-
tional experts on several major international issues.

First, we saw the border and refugee policies run
into avoidable ditches. The president rushed to
change policies without adequately consulting the
experts working in those areas. 

In both cases, the administration had to quickly
back track. But, not before losing valuable time and
credibility. Serious questions were also raised about
their handling of relations with places like Saudi Ara-
bia and Russia, where Biden has promised principled
change. Then came Afghanistan.

Yes, we were always going to pull out. It was a ques-
tion of how and when. Both of those were decisions
that Sullivan had to use his role to carefully guide. 

Unfortunately, it seems he allowed the president’s
push for an end to our involvement in the country
ahead of Sept. 11 to drive the American timeline. That
was a catastrophic error. Our people were unpre-
pared. We failed to get them out of harm’s way. The
Afghan government and military clearly were not
ready either.

President Biden needs to fi�re his national security
adviser and several other senior leaders who oversaw
the botched execution of our withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan. He has to restructure how and with whom
he is making major foreign policy decisions, allowing
for more input from career experts. 

There should be absolutely no more donors ap-
pointed to represent us abroad. The stakes are just too
high. Finally, there is an urgency to repairing the ex-
tensive damage done to our reputation and credibility
on the world stage. 

That’s going to require the president spending a lot
more time than he has focused on global crises and
listening to those who did not work on his campaign.

Brett Bruen was director of global engagement in
the Obama White House. He is now president of Global
Situation Room, a public relations fi�rm, and adjunct
professor of crisis communications at Georgetown
University. Follow him on Twitter: @BrettBruen

Mr. President, fi�re your
national security adviser
for Afghanistan debacle
The people, plans and processes the
President has put in place to keep
America safe are not working.
Brett Bruen
Special to USA TODAY

Afghan nationals rushed to the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border crossing point in
Chaman on Sunday as the Taliban took control of
Afghanistan after President Ashraf Ghani fled the
country and conceded the insurgents had won the
20-year war. AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Kirksville school mask policy

Every day it becomes more clearly evident that the
current Covid virus contagion primarily infects those
in our midst who remain unvaccinated. A large seg-
ment of that vulnerable population consists of chil-
dren younger than twelve years old. These children
occupy their unprotected position through no fault of
their own, but simply because Covid vaccines are not
approved for their use, not yet.

Protecting this group is of paramount importance
for us as a community, but especially now, when stu-
dents start returning to school. Interestingly, the
CDC recently issued explicit guidance to safeguard
the health of every individual in our school system,
and that includes our youngest, least protected stu-
dents.

Here’s the unvarnished advice: “Given new evi-
dence of the B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant, CDC has updat-
ed the guidance for fully vaccinated people. The CDC
recommends universal indoor masking for all teach-
ers, staff�, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, re-
gardless of vaccination status.”

To my knowledge, this advice has not sunk in yet
with decision-makers in Kirksville’s public school
system. The CDC safeguards are

particularly important for pupils at the Primary
School, as well as Ray Miller Elementary School, in
my view. Although too young for Covid vaccinations,
these innocents will necessarily be placed in close,
prolonged, indoor contact with teachers and staff�
who are perhaps vaccinated, but maybe not, perhaps
wearing masks, but maybe not.

Whereas I’m not convinced the CDC guidance
goes far enough in safeguarding children, I do strong-
ly support adopting their loud and clear recommen-
dation for “universal indoor masking” in our schools.
Cutting corners with children’s health is simply inex-
cusable. We need to mandate universal mask-wear-
ing here, and we need to do it now.

Submitted by Mark Laughlin, Kirksville 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Obituaries

GREENTOP - Nancy
Kay (Roberts) Atwell, 51,
of Greentop, Missouri,
passed away Sunday, Au-
gust 15, 2021 at North-
east Regional Medical
Center in Kirksville.

Nancy was born De-
cember 9, 1969 in Lan-
caster, Missouri, the
daughter of Richard and
Kathyln (Hart) Roberts.
On August 5, 2009 in Plano, Iowa, Nancy was
united in marriage to Jeff Atwell.

Nancy is survived by her husband Jeff Atwell of
Greentop, MO; her father Richard (Kathy) Roberts
of Kirksville, MO; one son, Craig (Stephanie)
Parsons of Kirksville, MO; two daughters, Lorenda
(Joe) Roberts of Kirksville, MO, and Amber (Aar-
on) Collis of Seymour, IA; one sister, Phylis Ann
(Richard) Bowling of Glenwood, MO; her father
and mother-in-law, Robert and Donna Atwell of
Centerville, IA; six grandchildren, Emma, Kaci,
Kinsley, Kolt, Payton, and Lincoln; two nieces,
April (Amos) Frady and Courtney Hatfield; and
two great-nephews, Ashten and Asa Frady.

Nancy was preceded in death by her mother,
Kathyln Louise (Hart) Roberts.

Nancy resided most of her life in Schuyler Coun-
ty and was a graduate from Schuyler County
High School with the Class of 1988. Nancy’s true
passion in life was time spent with her family for
they were her everything. She loved watching
her grandchildren, attending their ball games,
cooking, baking, and her dogs.

Nancy will be remembered for bringing joy
where ever she was, for wanting to make everyone
laugh, and for being the life of the party.

Public visitation will be held Sunday, August
22, 2021 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in the chapel of
Travis-Noe Funeral Home in Kirksville, with a
Memorial service to follow at 3:00 p.m. Pastor
Donny Powell will officiate the service. Private
family inurnment will take place at a later date
at Maple Hills Cemetery in Kirksville.

Expressions of sympathy in memory of Nancy
may be made to the McKinney Bark Park and may
be left at or mailed to Travis-Noe Funeral Home,
P.O. Box 306, Kirksville, MO 63501.

Nancy Kay (Roberts) Atwell

*Atwell, Nancy Kay (Roberts) 51 Greentop, MO 15-Aug Travis-Noe Funeral Home

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at legacy.com/obituaries/kirksvilledailyexpress

Dear Annie: I know this awesome guy. Let’s call him
“Luke.” We’re both teens, and we see each other be-
cause our little sisters are best friends and our dads get
along well. I really like Luke – a lot. He’s very polite,
kind and funny. My problem is that I don’t know if he
feels the same way about me. There are times when I
could almost swear that our feelings are mutual, but
then he says or does something that makes me feel un-
sure. I really don’t know what to think. Any advice that
you have is appreciated. 

– Confused About Feelings
Dear Confused: Shoot your shot! Ask him out.

There’s a very good chance he feels just as you do. And
if not, he’ll be fl�attered, and you can move on, knowing
where you stand. Let us know how it goes.

Dear Annie: I enjoy reading your column every day
and usually agree with your advice. However, I think
you may have missed the mark with “Am I Petty,” who
reconnected with her ex-husband and is now dating
him again. He met a woman on a dating app while they
were briefl�y broken up for three weeks. She stated that
she was afraid to broach the subject with him because
he gets very upset. That statement tells me that he may
have been abusive and controlling in their relation-
ship. Between the lines, I read that this man thinks
only of himself and has come back to roost with a
woman that he thinks will put up with him – again. You
advised her to take a step back and consider whether
the relationship was right for her. I think she should
take that step, turn and run – not walk – in the opposite
direction. She divorced him once and is asking for
more heartache if she continues to let this man manip-
ulate her. 

– Know the Type
Dear Know the Type: I appreciate this insight,

though I’m sorry you had occasion to gain it. It does
sound as though “Am I Petty’s” husband is, at the very
least, somewhat emotionally manipulative and engag-
ing in gaslighting. Readers can learn more about this
practice and how to combat it by visiting thehotline-
.org and searching entering “gaslighting.” into the site
search bar.

Dear Annie: Regarding “Should I Let Go for My Own
Sanity”: She’s in a crummy situation, to put it mildly,
but maybe getting involved with some people who’d be
a little more appreciative would make her feel better.
Mentoring a student, reading to students, visiting with

elderly people, whatever she might like – she might get
a little more appreciation and feel a little better. It
doesn’t change the situation with her sons, but she
might see that their opinions aren’t the only ones in the
world. Just a suggestion. 

– Sue M.
Dear Sue: And a very good one, at that. Thanks for

writing.
Dear Annie: I just read the letter from “Driving Me

Crazy” regarding scaring passengers in her car. As I
read the letter, I couldn’t help but immediately wonder
if the letter writer is struggling with ADHD symptoms
and could possibly be helped by seeing a doctor about
the condition. As someone with ADHD, I know that
reckless driving is a big symptom. Many, many people
with ADHD report having similar issues with driving.
For many people with ADHD, driving is extra danger-
ous, and I hope the letter writer will talk to her doctor.
It’s worth a conversation if she hasn’t ever been diag-
nosed with ADHD. 

– Rhys
Dear Rhys: I hadn’t considered the risks ADHD

poses while driving. This is indeed worth a conversa-
tion with one’s doctor. Appreciate the tip.

Dear Annie: After my mother died, my father mar-
ried a woman he found online. She only visited us once
in person before she moved in and they got married.
She wasn’t always the nicest, and honestly, I was
scared of her. She’d even “jokingly” call me Cinderella
when she wanted me to do tasks around the house for
her. I was an adult in therapy before anyone told me
this was emotional abuse. Thankfully, this woman is
long gone from my life (and my father’s life).

I know people are only responsible for their own ac-
tions, but is it wrong of me to want an apology from my
father? I’m still hurt that he never apologized for not
protecting me more. I was a child, and he put this wom-
an in a position of power over me. Should I ask for an
apology? Should I let it go? 

– Still Hurting
Dear Still Hurting: I’m sorry that you lived through

that. It’s not wrong of you to want an apology from your
father, but asking for one point-blank might not bring
the satisfaction that you would hope: If he apologizes,
you might feel he only did so because you asked him to.
If he doesn’t, you’ll be angrier than ever. You absolutely
should express to him how this hurt you. It might help
to write your feelings down in letter format fi�rst so that
you can make sure to cover everything. Remember that
your father is fl�awed like all humans, and he may not
react the way you’d like. But speaking your piece can
bring some measure of peace.

Dear Annie: This is in response to “Vexed by the Ex
Texts,” who didn’t like that her husband still regularly

spoke with his ex-wife. My husband and I are in our
70s, and we both have children from previous mar-
riages. We both have a very friendly relationship with
his ex-wife and her current husband. We socialize at
family gatherings in celebration of our children’s ac-
complishments and our grandchildren’s. We are
“friends” on Facebook. Our relationship with his ex has
made it possible for our children to be friends, for his
children not to have to decide who to spend time with
and for family gatherings to be fun. Plus, we just enjoy
being together. We feel blessed to know one another. 

– Blended Family
Dear Blended: What a beautiful relationship.

Thanks for your testimony to how we expand our
hearts and worlds whenever we choose love over bit-
terness.

Dear Annie: You provided great advice to “Couple in
a Conundrum,” who found themselves in a sticky situ-
ation when a friend confi�ded in them regarding her
credit card debt, which she was hiding from her
spouse. I would also like to suggest this woman in se-
cret debt look into Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
classes. This program provides excellent advice, and
the couple who wrote to you could perhaps off�er to pay
for the friend and her spouse. This could provide real
solutions for them to not just tackle one fi�nancial issue
but also bring about substantive changes in how they
deal with money and get a handle on their money is-
sues. 

– Janet S.
Dear Janet: Thanks for the tip. There are also free

debt-management courses available online, including
the free Alison.com class entitled Introduction to Man-
aging Your Personal Finance Debts.

Dear Annie: My brothers tried to get me to give
them my 401(k) retirement money – after they deplet-
ed their own by buying themselves new cars, “invest-
ment properties” and every new electronic toy that
came out – under the guise of investing my retirement
funds for me.

They are both divorced now and renting (one of
them was homeless for a time). Once they understood I
would not bail them out of their bad choices, I never
heard from them; except when they asked our 92-year-
old mother for her savings because she cannot say no. 

– Just Say No; I Am Not a Bank
Dear Just Say No: You are right that it is OK to say

no to people and maintain boundaries – even if it is
with the people you love. But you might feel better if
you showed your brothers a little compassion. It won’t
cost you a dime, and it will make you feel good to open
your heart – but not your wallet – to them.

Send your questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Shooting your shot with the person you like

Dear Annie
Annie Lane

Dear Readers: During this diffi�cult time, we had to
change many of our shopping habits, and that’s true for
how we cared for our pets. It was easier to have all kinds
of goods delivered, including pet food. Now pet compa-
nies are off�ering subscription boxes of specifi�c pet food
for your pets that are delivered to your house. And on-
demand pet grooming is growing. You can use an app to
fi�nd a local, on-demand cat or dog groomer who will
come to your doorstep. Check out these options. Your
vet will be aware of these kinds of services, too. 

– Heloise
Dear Heloise: I save the clear plastic sleeves that

come with greeting cards. I cut one down to size and put
my COVID vaccine card in it and taped it shut. The card
is protected and can be easily updated if boosters are
given. 

– Jean, via email
Jean, that’s a good recycling hint, too. You also can

make photocopies of your card to have on hand or in
case you lose or damage the card. There are also COVID
card protectors that you can buy.

– Heloise
Dear Readers: Often, we just rinse the pot out with

water after we fi�nish the coff�ee. But it also needs a thor-
ough cleaning to remove oils or deposits on the sides or
bottom of the pot. You should follow the directions in the
booklet that comes with your pot. For most types, you
can pour white household vinegar into the water well of
the coff�eemaker and then run the pot through a cycle.
After that, run plain water through it several times to
rinse out the vinegar. It should be clean and ready to use
again.

Vinegar is a must-have in every home! There are so
many ways it can be used for cleaning, deodorizing and
cooking, so I’ve put together a six-page pamphlet full of
vinegar uses that you can get by visiting www.Heloise-
.com or by sending $5 and a long, self-addressed,
stamped (75 cents) envelope to: Heloise/Vinegar, P.O.
Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. FYI: To fresh-
en your toilet bowl, pour in full-strength vinegar. Leave
in for fi�ve minutes, scrub and then fl�ush.

– Heloise
Dear Heloise: The entire length of the dryer vent

hose needs to be cleaned out from time to time, usually
with brushes on poles or on ropes, as lint buildup will be
a danger there. We took the back off� our dryer and were
surprised to fi�nd plenty of lint there, too. It would be
great if the manufacturers put in a few more fi�lters so we
could safely maintain our appliances ourselves.

– Kay, Port Charlotte, Fla.
Kay, good advice. Clean the dryer lint screen after or

before each load. This keeps the air fl�owing through the
dryer. A buildup of lint can cause a fi�re hazard. Never run
your dryer when you are not at home. 

– Heloise

Hints From Heloise
Heloise

Pandemic also changed
how we care for pets
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crosswordcomics

arlo and janis

frank and ernest

big nate

monty

the born loser

thatababy

sudoku

PreVious answer 

Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without 
repetition.

horoscoPe  by EugEnia last

herman

aries (March 21-april 19): Reach out to people who share your con-
cerns, and you’ll form a tight bond. nurture a meaningful relation-
ship by physically showing how much you care. ✩✩✩✩ 
taurus (april 20-May 20): a discussion with someone in a superior 
position will help bring about positive change that will encourage 
new opportunities. Mix business with pleasure. ✩✩ 
gemini (May 21-June 20): use everything available to ensure you 
do the best job possible. listen to suggestions and develop ideas 
that help you cover every potential problem that can surface. ✩✩✩ 
cancer (June 21-July 22): a passionate approach to the responsi-
bilities you take on will help you gain respect and encourage finan-
cial opportunities. step outside your comfort zone. ✩✩✩ 
leo (July 23-aug. 22): Forge ahead. Engage in the physical aspect 
of your responsibilities, and you will feel productive and closer to 
reaching your goal. ✩✩✩ 
Virgo (aug. 23-sept. 22): speak pointedly and you will resolve is-
sues quickly, leaving more time to socialize and enjoy yourself with 
friends and relatives. ✩✩✩ 
libra (sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t settle for less than what you want 
and deserve. When one door closes, another will open. be true to 
yourself, and go after what you want. ✩✩✩✩✩ 
scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21): Keep your life simple and meddlers at a 
distance. look for the path that satisfies your needs and makes you 
feel good about where you put your time, money and help. ✩✩ 
sagittarius (nov. 22-Dec. 21): act, and get things done on time. 
an opportunity to spend time with a friend or relative will lead to a 
reunion with someone you haven’t seen for some time. ✩✩✩✩ 
capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): take precautions to avoid injury or 
illness. use your intelligence to ward off an argument. Make adjust-
ments that help you save money. ✩✩✩ 
aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): think big, but don’t go over budget. 
Pay more attention to how you look and feel by making nutritional 
habits and fitness routines priorities. ✩✩✩ 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): look on the bright side — it will be 
easier to get things done and win favors from those who have 
something to contribute to your plan. ✩✩✩
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ACROSS 
1 Choose 
4 Bath 

powder 
8 indentation

11 Royal 
address

12 Asian 
nanny

13 Galena
14 Lamb’s 

alias
15 Mouth, in 

Baja
16 Competed 

in a race
17 Percussion 

instru
ments

19 Monster 
21 Birthday 

count 
22Soggy 
23 Giggle 
26 Dalmatian, 

to a
firefighter 

29 Get wrong 
30Sour- 

tasting 
32 Animal 

foot 
34 Prefix for 

billion 
36 Mild onion
38 School 

org.
39 Focus on 

(2 wds.)
41 Al of Indy 

fame

43Sports VIP
44 Genetic 

material
45 Outlaw 

pursuers
48 Kind of 

watch
52 Hwy.
53 “Saving 

Private —”
55 “Dr. 

Zhivago” 
role

56 JFK 
posting

57Took the 
plunge

58 Party 
cheese

59 Kind of 
roast

60 Had some 
bills

61 Bit of paint

DOWN
1 Slick
2 Stiffly 

formal
3 Item to 

dunk
(2 wds.)

4 Shelve 
indefinitely

5 Gen. — 
Halftrack

6 Resinous 
secretion

7 Rubs
8 Sponge 

feature

Answer to Previous Puzzle

9 Cyrus’ 
realm, 
today

10 Mind
11 NYSE 

regulator
18 Ottoman 

title
20 Have 

poison ivy
22 Slog 

through a 
puddle

23 Relay 
segment

24 Nev. 
neighbor

25 Coax
26 Appear

ance
27 Fumbler’s 

word
28 Carry
31 Paper

holder

33 Not near 
35 Provide 

with
weapons 

37—fu  
40 Bite off too 

much 
42 Hit dead- 

center
44 Ate well
45 Get ready
46 Mr. 

Preminger
47 Bench or 

hassock
48 Letterman 

or Brubeck
49 Dramatic 

intro 
(hyph.)

50 Swift horse
51 Hasty exit 
54Zippy’s

word

■ ’

2
3 4

5 6
7 8
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11 "I
14 ,0

17 18 ■ 20
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23 24 25
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‘What are you crying for? I promise 
you’ll have it back by tomorrow.”
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crosswordcomics

arlo and janis

frank and ernest

big nate

monty

the born loser

thatababy

sudoku

PreVious answer 

Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without 
repetition.

horoscoPe  by EugEnia last

herman

aries (March 21-april 19): Explore what’s available to you. socialize 
with people you find interesting and informative. Focus on physical 
strength and loved ones. Romance is in the stars. ✩✩✩✩ 
taurus (april 20-May 20): Just say no. Refuse to be lumped into 
someone’s cause or dreams. Figure out what makes you happy, and 
follow through with plans that excite you. ✩✩ 
gemini (May 21-June 20): Choose to stick close to home and to 
develop a routine that can lead to new opportunities. learn from 
life experience. Romance is encouraged. ✩✩✩✩✩ 
cancer (June 21-July 22): Dedicate time to what’s important to 
you. Make domestic changes, and take time to learn and explore 
new interests. be receptive to new beginnings. ✩✩✩ 
leo (July 23-aug. 22): Embrace opportunities, and bring about the 
changes that will encourage you to take better care of yourself and 
those you want to help. Romance is encouraged. ✩✩✩ 
Virgo (aug. 23-sept. 22): if you overdo it, you will fall short when 
time and effort are most needed. be smart, think outside the box 
and eliminate what isn’t required. ✩✩✩ 
libra (sept. 23-Oct. 22): sign up for something you enjoy doing. 
share your ideas, and strive to do something that will make you feel 
good about yourself. Romance is on the rise. ✩✩✩✩✩ 
scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21): taking the helm and trying to make a 
difference is honorable, but don’t let anyone take advantage of 
your kindness. be creative and think matters through. ✩✩ 
sagittarius (nov. 22-Dec. 21): arguments are a waste of time. 
Focus more on what you can do to satisfy your needs and to be the 
best that you can be. ✩✩✩✩ 
capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): take better care of yourself. Don’t 
attend an event that may be a health risk. Discipline will help you 
overcome indulgence. ✩✩✩ 
aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): send the right message. Don’t mince 
words or leave any stone unturned. stay focused and shoot for the 
stars. it’s up to you to take responsibility for your actions. ✩✩✩ 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): stick to a simple lifestyle. Choose 
budget-friendly entertainment, and align yourself with people who 
share your concerns, likes and dislikes. ✩✩✩
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ACROSS 
1 Magnifi

cence 
5 Catch 
9 Crow’s cry

12 Locale
13 Mesa 

dweller
14“— got it!”
15 Hindu 

princess
16 Betrayers 
17Tupac’s

genre 
18 Pounced 
20 Implied
22 Familiar 

digit
23 Palace 

dweller
24 Opposite 

of most
27 In fine 

fettle 
281040 agcy. 
29 Hula- —
31 Efficient 
35 Wonka’s 

creator 
37 Optimum
39 Dawn 

goddess
40 Virtuosos 
42 Dispute 
44 In a

tedious 
manner 

46 Dik-dik 
cousin

47 Honking 
bird

48 Sydney 
native

51 Cause a 
blister

52 Crashed 
down

54 Beauty 
parlor 
sound

56 Purpose
57 River duck
58 Neutral 

shade
59 Bunk
60 Boys
61 Later on

DOWN
1 Golf term
2 Like some 

exams
3 Food list
4 Makes a 

portrait
5 Mid

afternoon
6 Line on a 

map
7 Talented
8 Revolver
9 About that 

time
10 Be of 

benefit
11 Sobbed

Answer to Previous Puzzle

19 Barbarian
21“The 

Mammoth 
Hunters” 
heroine

23 Gym 
iterations

24 Kitchen 
topper

25 Pitcher’s 
stat

26 Volcanic 
dust

27 Heartaches
30 Submit
32 Canine 

command
33 Gehrig or 

Rawls
34 Compass 

pt.
36 Sets down
38 Gets some 

sun

41 Chin 
features

43 Winter 
apple

44 Extinguish
45 In judge’s 

garb
46 Shore 

birds
47 Chuck 

wagon 
offering

48 Actor 
Cumming

49 Creep 
slowly

50 Blarney 
stone 
locale

53 Want ad 
letters

55 Wordplay
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‘We’ll have to eat in the kitchen. Your 
dinner’s stuck to the stove.”
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GOLD AMERICAN EAGLESGOLD AMERICAN EAGLES

U.S. ARMED FORCES

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

ONE OUNCE $50 GOLD

AMERICAN EAGLE!

$1,,800800 *PER
ounce

OnlyOnly

EXCLU
SIVE

AT-COST
OFFE

R

Beginning today, Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve will take orders on a
first-come, first-served basis for these beautiful one ounce $50 Gold

American Eagle coins. Gold Eagles are the perfect way for Americans to protect
their wealth and hedge against inflation and global uncertainty. This offer is
for new customers only. There is a strict limit of one coin per household, per
lifetime. Nationwide has set these one ounce $50 Gold Eagles at the incredible
price of only $1,800.00* each. There are no mark ups, no premiums, and
no dealer fees. This at-cost offer is meant to help ease the American public’s
transition into the safety of gold.

Global turmoil, an overpriced stock market, and the recent gold correction
make this the perfect time to move into gold. Everyday citizens make the de-
cision to move away from a declining dollar and the dangers of Wall Street to-
ward the safety of gold. Call today to order your one ounce $50 Gold American
Eagle at dealer cost for only $1,800.00* each.

Rated “EXCELLENT ”

*Advertised price at time of printing. Ad creation date 6/21/2021. Actual price may be higher or lower*Advertised price at time of printing. Ad creation date 6/21/2021. Actual price may be higher or lower
due to fluctuations in the gold market. Call for lowest At-Cost price. Nationwide Coins has the lowestdue to fluctuations in the gold market. Call for lowest At-Cost price. Nationwide Coins has the lowest
advertised price for $50 Gold American Eagles in the industry. We will match any other verified offer ofadvertised price for $50 Gold American Eagles in the industry. We will match any other verified offer of
the advertised coin. Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve is a retailer of precious metals and rare coinsthe advertised coin. Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve is a retailer of precious metals and rare coins
and does not provide investment advice or financial planning. Anyone considering purchasing metalsand does not provide investment advice or financial planning. Anyone considering purchasing metals
or rare coins as an investment should consult an investment professional. All transactions with andor rare coins as an investment should consult an investment professional. All transactions with and
purchases from Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve are subject to its Terms & Conditions, which arepurchases from Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve are subject to its Terms & Conditions, which are
available for review on its website at www.nationwidecoins.com/terms-conditions.available for review on its website at www.nationwidecoins.com/terms-conditions.

MENTION KEY CODE WHEN CALLING KEY CODE: GAN-210703

FREE SHIPPING
& insurance on all coins

AT COST OFFER
absolutely no dealer mark up

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS
now available for orders
of $50,000 or more

HASSLE FREE
no haggle or hassle sales

CHECK Call Today!Call Today!

In God We Trust

KM-80KDE08494

855-228-7880

BK-80KDE08568

Dutch Garden Nursery
Creative Outdoor Solutions
Serving Kirksville and surrounding area
www.dutchgardennursery.com

Give us a call at 660-341-5777
Free Estimates Available

Custom Landscaping,
Planting, Hardscaping
(Edger’s, pavers, wall blocks,
etc.), and Trimming(shrubs etc.)

om

WE
OFFER:

council meeting. “Once these two are
replaced, we will meet all current and
future requirements for 911 systems.”

Cook said this upgrade would also
add a third dispatch position to the
E-911 Center. 

Tax levy decrease

Based on a recommendation from
the state auditor, the city’s property tax
levy will see a slight decrease in 2021.
The tax levy will go from 68.34 cents
per $100 in 2020 to 67.90 cents per $100
in 2021. 

The decrease in the levy comes after
a 4.1 percent increase in assessed valu-
ation. The city’s valuation totaled
$204.6 million, an increase of more
than $8 million from the previous year.
There was nearly a $5 million increase
between real estate and personal prop-
erty taxes, and about a $2 million in-
crease for railroad and utilities. 

With that growth, reducing the tax
rate by a bit should still return a similar
amount of tax revenue to the city.

Funds from the property tax levy are
used to support general fund opera-
tions, and include emergency services,
economic development, public works,
general administration and community
support. 

New construction and improve-
ments are excluded from the levy,

which totaled $1.4 million for the city.
City Manager Mari Macomber said that
is another good indicator to show
growth in the city. 

Rieger Armory use

The council approved usage fees for
people to use the Rieger Armory. 

For continual group rates, city offi�-
cials can use the building for free. Sen-
ior groups, where 51 percent of the
group must be at least 55 years old,
there is a 50 percent discount. And all
other groups will pay $10 an hour. There
is also a one-time cleaning fee of $75
for a $10 an hour group. That cleaning
fee is cut in half for senior groups. 

For one-time uses, city employees
can still use it for free and seniors still
have a 50 percent discount. Other users
can pay $25 an hour for four hours or
$50 an hour for eight hours. The clean-
ing fees remain the same, though they
are refundable. There is no cleaning de-
posit for youth groups. 

“I’m just excited for the opportuni-
ty,” said Councilmember John Gardner.
“I think this brings our community to
have additional space for a variety of
activities because there’s a lot of diff�er-
ent room spaces in there that will bene-
fi�t the community in a number of ways.
I think that’s a really nice thing to
have.”

“I think this is something our com-
munity has been wanting to see. Get-
ting use out of that building and main-
taining it is great,” said Councilmember
Jessica Parks. 

Council
Continued from Page 1A

Road repairs and development will
see the largest cut — $6.5 billion —
from the federal package in Missouri,
according to a summary from the White
House. That summary says 7,576 miles
of highway in the state are in “poor con-
dition,” while the 2018 engineers’ report
— giving the state’s roads a D grade —
said the average Missouri resident
spends $604 annually on extra repairs
and costs, compared to an annual $533
nationally. 

Water systems in Missouri will re-
ceive $866 million over fi�ve years, with

a focus on improving infrastructure
and ensuring clean, safe drinking wa-
ter. The 2018 engineers’ report called
Missouri’s investment in drinking wa-
ter infrastructure “insuffi�cient,” giving
it a grade of C-.

The state’s public transportation is
expected to receive $674 million —
aimed at improving and repairing a
system in which 32 percent of transit
vehicles are “past useful life,” accord-
ing to the White House. Those who use
public transportation in Missouri
spend an extra 79.6 percent of their
time commuting; the lion’s share of
that population is non-white house-
holds, who are 10 times more likely to
commute on public transportation.

State
Continued from Page 1A

Other people have confessed to
the killing that put Johnson in
prison

The men who killed Marcus Boyd on
Oct. 30, 1994, were wearing black
masks with nothing showing except
their eyes.

Despite that, police and prosecutors
relied on a witnesses identifi�cation to
bring charges against Johnson. 

According to police and prosecutors
at the time, Johnson, a known narcot-
ics dealer, walked to Boyd’s house 3
miles away, angry over their drug ar-
rangement. His face covered in a ski
mask, Johnson and another masked
man fatally shot Boyd, authorities said
at the time.

Boyd was on his stoop with his
friend, Gary Elking, while Boyd’s girl-
friend was upstairs. No one — neither
Elking nor Boyd’s girlfriend — could
make out the killers’ identities.

But the friend was interviewed by
police and, despite insisting he couldn’t
see the faces of the assailants, picked
Johnson out of a lineup. Investigators
then relied on a jailhouse informant
who claimed Johnson admitted to the
murder while awaiting trial.

Johnson was convicted in 1995 and
given life without parole.

But the case was built on a fabrica-
tion, according to Gardner, a prosecu-
tor reelected in St. Louis last year with
74% of the vote. 

In 2018, the same year that the Inno-
cence Project took up Strickland’s case,
Gardner assigned her Conviction Integ-
rity Unit to Johnson’s case.

What the unit discovered was ram-
pant corruption surrounding the initial
investigation and prosecution.

An eyewitness was paid thousands
of dollars by investigators to pin the
killing on Johnson (the witness later re-
canted); prosecutors withheld key evi-
dence, including parts of the criminal
history of the jailhouse informant; and
two other men confessed to the mur-
der, the Integrity Unit found.

When Gardner, the circuit attorney
for the city of St. Louis, discovered the
fabrication of evidence, the payoff�s and
other corruption, she fi�led for a new
trial in 2019. The request was quickly
dismissed.

There was no law in Missouri allow-
ing local prosecuting attorneys to cor-
rect wrongful convictions. The state At-
torney General’s Offi�ce has opposed ev-
ery case of potentially wrong convic-
tions presented to the offi�ce since at
least 2000, Bushnell said. There have
been some 200 cases over that time pe-
riod, according to a report from the In-
justice Watch.

The next stop, much like in Strick-
land’s case, was the state Supreme
Court. In March, the court decided the
law didn’t allow Johnson’s case to be
heard.

Since then, there have been a series
of discovery fi�lings. In one of the AG’s
responses in the Cole County Circuit
Court, the offi�ce wrote on Aug. 6: “John-
son’s evidence of innocence is not com-
pelling. It has been presented to, and
rejected by, multiple courts. The addi-
tional affi�davits that Johnson provides
this Court to support his claim of inno-
cence are so factually inconsistent that
they destroy any credibility his claim of
innocence might otherwise have.”

One of the people who confessed to
killing Boyd, James Howard, is in pris-
on for a separate killing.

Howard attested in 2002, 2005 and
2009 that Johnson was not there dur-

ing the October 1994 murder. Despite
Howard’s sworn statement to investi-
gators that he and Phillip Campbell
killed Boyd after a botched robbery at-
tempt over a drug dispute, Howard has
never been charged in Boyd’s death.

Campbell wrote to Johnson in prison
in 1995 and signed two sworn state-
ments in 1996 and 2009 saying Johnson
had nothing to do with Boyd’s slaying.
And while Johnson is in prison for the
murder under a sentence of life without
the possibility of parole, Campbell got
seven years — serving six — before dy-
ing in 2019.

Gardner, too, plans to fi�le a motion to
exonerate Johnson when the new law
takes eff�ect this month.

Growth of a new system for
prosecutors to check the
integrity of convictions

In both the Strickland and Johnson
cases, prosecutors relied on conviction
integrity units — relatively new an-
nexes of prosecutors’ offi�ces across the
United States.

The offi�ces are assigned to investi-
gate — or prevent — any potential
wrongdoing in criminal cases where
claims of wrongful conviction are made
and there’s evidence they’re true. If ev-
idence is found, local prosecutors usu-
ally move to vacate a sentence and ex-
onerate the convicted.

According to the National Registry
of Exonerations, there are about 90
such units in the country, most of them
at the county level, with a few state-
wide units. About 40 have recorded ex-
onerations, according to the registry.
Most have started in the last 10 years,
Gross said.

The fi�rst, begun in 2002, is in Santa
Clara County, California. It has record-
ed six exonerations, and was started
around the same time that Illinois’ gov-
ernor, George Ryan, abolished the
death penalty in that state because of
police and prosecutorial misconduct.

There are more than a dozen such
units in the Midwest, including in Kan-
sas, Missouri, Indiana, Illinois and
Ohio.

The units’ establishment “is basical-
ly using the power of the state to rein-
vestigate cases where there’s serious
evidence that some person was
(wrongfully) convicted. And then,
when they conclude that that has hap-
pened, making sure that that person is
released,” Gross said.

“It is fi�nally a breath of fresh air in a
very depressing context for prosecu-
tors to start using their authority to
deal with cases like Mr. Johnson and
Mr. Strickland,” Gross said.

But the units won’t solve all the ills
that complicate America’s “weird, com-
plicated, fragmented system” of jus-
tice, Gross said.

Nearly all local prosecutors, local
judges, state prosecutors, state judges
and state supreme court justices are
elected offi�cials answering to their own
constituencies. That creates a system,
he said, where agencies are not on the
same page with budgets and organiza-
tional structure or on political goals.

“It’s just nutty,” he said.
Bushnell agrees.
“I just think it’s hard for any of us to

understand how there can be any sys-
tem that lets people languish,” she said.
“There’s no question that they’re both
innocent ... and yet the question is why
are they still sitting there, right? You al-
ways hear people say that people get
out (of prison) on technicalities, but
technicalities — they’re actually what
keep innocent people in.”

Eric Ferkenhoff� is the Midwest crim-
inal justice reporter for the USA TODAY
Network.

Pair
Continued from Page 3A
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SPORTS

When Lauren Dale looks out on the
softball fi�eld in Edina, she sees poten-
tial. For the former Knox County star,
now in her second season as head
coach, she sees success on the horizon. 

But it’s a matter of when.
With plenty of young girls ready to hit

the diamond this fall, Dale expects some
pains early in the season. But once the
team comes together, she envisions a
team hitting its stride at the end of the
year.

“We’re going to go through a growing
process early, but I think we saw that
last year, too,” Dale said. “We went
through a growing process but were

playing our best ball at the end of the
season. That’s ultimately what mat-
ters.”

Last season, Knox’s fi�rst and last
games of the year show the growth the
team had. The Eagles opened the sea-
son with a 9-0 loss to Canton, the reign-
ing state runner-up in Class 1. The Ea-
gles saw the Tigers again in districts,
putting up a tougher fi�ght in a 6-3 loss
and ending the year with an 11-13 record. 

The Eagles bring a good group back
into 2021, but losing shortstop Riley
Strange is a big hit to the lineup. Dale ex-
pects sophomore Brianna Miller, who
spent last season at second base, to
slide over to short. 

And then there’s junior Jen Hinkle, 

Versatility creates potential for Knox softball
Austin Miller
Kirksville Daily Express

USA TODAY NETWORK

See POTENTIAL, Page 2B

Knox County's
Jen Hinkle
gets set to
fi�eld a
groundball
during practice
on Monday,
Aug. 16.
AUSTIN MILLER

It’s a new day in Knox County this
fall as the Eagles join the ranks of 8-
man football in 2021. 

That’s a move that not only better
suits the team’s numbers, but fi�ts the
current makeup of the team. In 8-man
football, speed is the hot commodity.
Sure, the fi�eld is smaller, but fast guys
put up points quickly. To instill that
mindset, coach Bruce Vannoy empha-
sizes speed in everything the team

does. Whether that’s a drill, getting
dressed or getting reset after each play,
time is of the essence.

With a returning burner like receiv-
er/defensive back Branson Miller, and
athletes like Jacob Becker and Austin
Jansen, who composed half of a state
champion 4x400m relay team this past
spring, the Eagles can fl�y. 

“I love 8-man. It’s a lot of fun, it’s
face-paced and just a lot of open-fi�eld
tackling, which isn’t going to be easy,”
said junior Rylan Roberts. “If we can
control the off�ense and defense, we can
do work.”

Roberts is the one tasked with facili-
tating the team’s off�ensive weapons,
stepping in as the new quarterback.
Miller played QB fairly frequently in the
past three years when Conner Hayes
dealt with injuries, so Miller was the
planned heir apparent for this season.
But Vannoy worked some magic this
summer and persuaded Roberts to hit
the fi�eld. Roberts did play in middle
school, so he’s not totally green to the
sport. 

As a standout baseball player for the 

KNOX COUNTY FOOTBALL

Knox County football coach Bruce Vannoy talks with his team during a preseason practice. AUSTIN MILLER

Eagles confi�dent with
speed in 8-man move
Austin Miller
Kirksville Daily Express

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SPEED, Page 2B

There’s one word on the lips of Ma-
con’s off�ensive players this preseason.

Deadly.
The Tigers think they have the mak-

ings of an exceptional off�ense this fall.
But as the Tigers also admit, there’s a
ton of work to make that fantasy foot-
ball come to life. The biggest part of
that is refi�ning coach Jameson Allen’s
up-tempo off�ense. Allen made the
team play fast last year, but there’s an-
other level to reach in his second year. 

“We’re trying to get the defense out
of sync so we can do what we do,” Allen
said. “We’re going to pick the tempo up
a little bit more to get in a good play, to
wear the defense out. We want to score
in bunches.

“I think it can be deadly. Once we
really start to understand everybody’s
role, it can be really deadly,” Allen said.
“We’ve got a lot of really good skill guys
and our off�ensive line is getting better. 

Macon
football
betting
on deadly
off�ense 
Austin Miller
Kirksville Daily Express

USA TODAY NETWORK

Macon football coach Jameson Allen
talks with his players during a
preseason practice. AUSTIN MILLER

See OFFENSE, Page 2B

The Macon softball team surprised
itself last season.

A 15-5 campaign. The program’s fi�rst
Clarence Cannon Conference title in 18
years. A high district seeding in Class 3’s
likely toughest district. Few if any Tige-
rettes expected that run last year.

“Every team out here wants to win
state. … Last year, I’m not sure that they
believed they could get there,” said
coach Lea Ann Hamlin. “As we pro-
gressed along, I don’t think there was
even a thought of winning conference.
Then, all of a sudden, it was like, ‘We can
do this. We can come together.’”

So now, with the Tigerettes bringing
just about everyone back from last sea-
son, the expectations are high in the
City of Maples.

“It defi�nitely puts a bit of a higher
standard on us,” said senior center fi�eld-
er Jaley Hayes. “Because we’re not nec-
essarily expected to win it again, but to
compete well in that conference.”

“I think it just pushes the girls to
work harder every day at practice be-
cause they know that they want confer-
ence, they want districts. For everyone
to hold us to that high standard, we have
to perform well,” said senior shortstop
Lexi Miller.

First baseman Kate Hawkins is the
biggest piece Macon has to replace this
fall, but with nearly a whole lineup full

of seniors, they should get that done.
Along with Miller and Hayes, who hit

.437 and .302, the Tigerettes have six re-
turning starters who hit over .300 last
year. That’s a lot of pop for one lineup.
And there’s plenty of great defense to go
along with that off�ense in Macon. Hayes
is one of the top defensive outfi�elders in
the area, Miller is as good as it gets at
shortstop, and senior infi�elder Emma
Bruno can play almost any position and
get outs. And after being the team’s pri-
mary pitcher for two years, Brooke
Weimer will be even better as a junior. 

Even with those great upperclass-
men around, Hamlin is also a big fan of
her younger players. No matter how the 

Macon softball brings most of its lineup back from big season
Austin Miller
Kirksville Daily Express

USA TODAY NETWORK

Macon's Jaley Hayes throws the ball in
after making a catch along the fence
during a practice on Aug. 17.
AUSTIN MILLERSee SEASON, Page 2B
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who brings her .440 average, 22 RBI and
23 stolen bases back from last year. Hin-
kle spent most of last season behind the
plate, but also played third base. A solid
defensive catcher, though Dale thinks
her athleticism could be better utilized
at other positions sometimes. Strange
made a similar move as a junior, switch-
ing from catcher to shortstop. 

Dale thinks most of her players will

fl�uctuate positions, having enough ver-
satility to maneuver as needed.

“Knowing I can put them anywhere,
that gives the entire team a little sigh of
relief,” Dale said. “… So knowing we can
use our two pitchers and be confi�dent in
the defense behind them at any time, it
gives the entire team a diff�erent feel out
there. They trust each other and they
have fun out there, and that’s a big thing
for them.”

Senior Daniela Dooley should inherit
most of the pitching duties this season.
She also has sophomore Agnes Reel as a
partner in the circle. Dale also likes what

Reel can bring on the off�ensive side this
fall. Reel batted leadoff� to start last sea-
son, and with hindsight, Dale thinks
that was too big of a spot for her as a
freshman. Once Reel moved down in the
lineup, her bat came alive. So Dale looks
to move Reel higher in the lineup this
year, now with the confi�dence to spark
the off�ense. 

After some interference from Mother
Nature during the team’s fi�rst week of
practice, the Eagles are having a strong
second week. Great attitudes have been
the biggest part of that.

“The kids are still here and they’re

showing up with good attitudes,” Dale
said. “Give me someone with a good at-
titude and we’re going to have a good
season. They make the most of their
time here, and that’s all I can ask for.”

Dale also feels more rounded as a
coach in her second campaign. She
learned a lot last year in her fi�rst season
as the head coach. She feels she has a
better grasp on keeping expectations
high and when to be serious, while also
making sure the players are having fun. 

“A huge part of it is the kids, and
knowing them, how to work with them
and how they work best,” Dale said.

Potential
Continued from Page 1B

Once they gel, it can be really fun to
watch.”

Junior MyKel Linear steps into his
fi�rst full season as the Tigers’ quarter-
back. He took the reins of that position
last year and had no plans of letting
them go this summer. Through camps
and seven-on-seven work, Linear’s arm
and accuracy have taken big strides. Al-
len is excited to roll with his quarter-
back.

“He’s the perfect guy for this system,”
Allen said. “That’s kind of why I came
here. I saw him and I saw what his capa-
bilities were — that was kind of a selling
point for me because it fi�ts what I do of-
fensively. … He’s the perfect spread
quarterback. He’s got legs, he can throw
the ball, we just have to get him mental-
ly in a spot to make great decisions.
Then we’re off� and running.”

Along with Linear, the Tigers bring
most of their off�ensive playmakers
back. Running back Trevin Shrum re-
turns, highlight-reel receiver Chrisjen
Riekeberg is back for a senior campaign,
and Allen feels the line is coming to-
gether to create for those guys. Riekeb-
erg hauled in 30 passes for 505 yards
and two scores last fall. Those numbers
should jump up this season.

Those are also big names to watch on
defense, as well. With Riekeberg, Linear
and others at defensive back, Allen likes
his unit as one of the best in the state.
And with Shrum leading the linebackers
and Dalton Cashatt doing damage up-
front, Allen expects his defense to be
more technically sound. 

If the defense limits other teams,
then the off�ense goes back to work to
put them away. 

This time last year, Allen was taking
over as head coach after not having any

summer work due to the pandemic. He
was building an airplane in the air once
August rolled around last year, trying to
learn his players and install his plays.
Having a summer has him and the Ti-
gers starting this season in a better spot.
That’s another reason why he’s so giddy
about his team and off�ense this year. 

And after a 3-5 season, the Tigers are
a bit under the radar. Allen is happy to
start the year that way, then winning

and bringing Macon back to promi-
nence. 

After one bad practice early in the
preseason, the team captains got to-
gether to talk about what went wrong.
Since then, the team has been humming
along and putting good practices to-
gether. And Allen is getting close to his
desired speed of play.

“We watch fi�lm every day to see what
it’s supposed to look like. We’re getting

close to that. We’re running, we’re run-
ning, we’re running and I believe if we
get going, we can be deadly,” Linear
said. 

“We can be the fastest in the state if
we want to. We return all of our skill
players from last year. After that fi�rst
year in the system, we understand it
better, know where we all need to be,
and are all on the same page. So it can be
really deadly.”

Off�ense
Continued from Page 1B

Macon junior quarterback MyKel Linear winds up for a throw during practice drills on Tuesday, Aug. 17. AUSTIN MILLER

previous season went, Hamlin leaves
every position open when starting each
year, making everyone earn spots. With
the Tigerettes returning most of their
starting lineup — and them all focused
on surpassing last year’s success —
Hamlin hasn’t had a hard time piecing
that lineup together.

She thinks some of the younger play-
ers can succeed if given the chance, but
with so many talented veterans, it’s
tough for them to see the fi�eld.

“It’s a great problem to have,” Hamlin
said. “It creates an atmosphere of com-
petition, so, as a coach, you have to be
careful that you select the right one. But
they know me well enough that if they
start having slumps or other things go-

ing on, there’s a chance they will be re-
placed and have to fi�ght their way back
in. So that’s just how it works.”

Hamlin took over as coach on an in-
terim basis last year but had that tag re-
moved this season. This is her second
season back in Macon after a previous
stint with the program. 

Being familiar with the area and the
conference, starting last season with
wins against Centralia and Monroe City
were big for how she measured where
the team was at. She saw more out of the
Tigerettes then than they gave them-
selves credit for. So with so many expe-
rienced players back from a big season,
the whole group is focused on an even
better campaign this fall.

“We’ve played together for years and
I just think that us being together for
this last year, we’re going to work to-
gether really well to be a strong softball
team,” Miller said. 

Season
Continued from Page 1B

Macon's Emma Bruno fi�elds a ground ball during practice on Aug. 17. AUSTIN MILLER

Eagles, Roberts has the arm. He’s ad-
justing to the speed of the game since he
knows he has to get rid of the ball quick-
ly since, unlike in baseball, he’ll get run
over if he doesn’t. And he likes his ar-
senal of weapons to choose from.

“That makes me very excited, and me
and (Miller) have a relationship that
we’ve built this summer,” Roberts said.
“I know when he’s ready for it. I feel like
if I just throw it up, he’s gonna jump up
and catch it.”

Vannoy’s sweet-talking has worked
well in the past. He convinced Carter
Marble to come out last season as a ju-
nior, who then turned in an 82-tackle
season in his inaugural football cam-
paign. The Eagles would benefi�t from a
similar debut at quarterback. 

Aside from Roberts, Knox returns
most of its off�ense from last year. Junior
Keaton Strange returns at running back,
and Miller will get touches back there in
two-back sets. And four returning line-
men — Robert Dooley, Elijah Ward,
Holden Goucher and Braxton McCurren

— are upfront. Vannoy doesn’t plan on
running many four-lineman sets, but he
has depth there to use. He also hopes to
use a tight end more, which can be a ma-
jor weapon in 8-man if the right guy is
there. Tanner Gillaspy spent some time
there last fall and Marble could also
wind up at tight end. 

Many of those same off�enders will be
crucial on defense, too, but Vannoy
plans to not have so many guys playing
both ends. But right now, getting the
eight best guys on the fi�eld at one time is
his priority. 

“There’s a lot of guys going both ways
right now, but the diff�erence is — on of-
fense, I’d say there are three positions,
and four positions on defense where we
could make a change and there wouldn’t
be much diff�erence,” Vannoy said. “We’ll
defi�nitely rotate and try to keep guys
fresh.”

Knox attended an 8-man summer
camp a few weeks ago, seeing perennial
powerhouses like Stanberry, King City
and North Andrew. That was their best
look yet of how they stack in the 8-man
ranks. With what Vannoy saw then, he
thinks his team can step in and compete
well in this fi�rst year. One potential se-
cret weapon is Becker, who, standing at

6-foot-4, will be a factor at receiver or in
the secondary. He was a late addition to
the team last fall, so he didn’t play last
season. Vannoy said he hauled in sever-
al big-time catches at that camp. 

“To get on the fi�eld and see those
teams, see where we match up, was
huge for us,” Vannoy said. “We held our

own. Obviously, it wasn’t perfect, but of-
fensively we moved the ball and scored
a bit. I was most impressed with our de-
fense. We were able to fl�y around and
hold teams to modest gains or no gains.

“I’m excited about our defense. Ulti-
mately, that’s going to be the make or
break for us when it comes to having a
good season or a bad one,” Vannoy said.
“Most teams can score. It comes down
to: What can you hold them to?” 

With the change, Knox’s schedule is
much diff�erent from previous years. The
rivalry game with Scotland is gone, as
are clashes with other Lewis & Clark
Conference or area foes like Fayette, Mi-
lan and Marceline. 

But the Eagles get to play Schuyler
County again — twice — and North
Shelby. Though this year’s schedule fea-
tures a couple of treks across the state
and some schools the Edina faithful
won’t be familiar with, those are key
games for the Eagles.

“We’re really excited about those, to
see those teams again. We hate to lose
Scotland — we love that game and I
think that they did, too,” Vannoy said.
“But we go back and get two older, way
back-type rivals and we’re excited about
it.”

Speed
Continued from Page 1B

Knox County running back Branson
Miller breaks a run during offensive
drills on Monday, Aug. 16. AUSTIN MILLER
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Ga’Quincy McKinstry not only ar-
rived at defending national champion
and preseason No. 1 Alabama with a rep-
utation as a lockdown cornerback, but
also with a nickname: Kool-Aid.

It’s even how he’s listed on the Crim-
son Tide roster.

McKinstry is just one example of
blue-chip high school standouts who
arrived on campus – many last spring –
with accolades and expectations to
match.

Defensive end Jack Sawyer is at Ohio
State and already tooling around Co-
lumbus in a loaded Chevy pickup he got
as part of an endorsement deal from ac-
tor Mark Wahlberg’s Chevrolet dealer-
ship.

And Sawyer, regarded as the top
recruit in Ohio, hasn’t played a snap in a
live game in well over a year after sitting
out last season because of the pandem-
ic.

Here are just some of the freshmen
facing high expectations to watch in
2021:

GA’QUINCY McKINSTRY, CB, No. 1
ALABAMA: McKinstry may be too tal-
ented to keep off� the fi�eld for a defense
replacing fi�rst-round NFL draft pick
Patrick Surtain II. “Kool-Aid” (he just
struck an endorsement deal with the
beverage maker ) is 6-foot-1 and 180
pounds and will likely compete for early
playing time with no real experienced
starting cornerback listed opposite of
Josh Jobe. He also practiced with the
Southeastern Conference champion
basketball team some last season after
enrolling early and planned to play both
sports.

“He is what we thought he was, but I
thought he was more physical.” defen-
sive coordinator Pete Golding said. “I
think with any freshmen that’s very tal-
ented – and Kool Aid is no exception – is
still the same thing of the consistency.”

JACK SAWYER, DE, No. 4 OHIO
STATE: Rated by some as the top high
school football player in the country,
and that’s even though he sat out his

senior season in the Columbus suburb
of Pickerington because of the pandem-
ic. Committed to the Buckeyes during
his sophomore season, Sawyer is a 6-
foot-5 pass rusher who has added 30
pounds since arriving on campus, de-
fensive line coach Larry Johnson said.

“Expectations are very high because
he’s a local guy, but I think he still has to
get on the fi�eld and play,” Johnson said.
“He hasn’t played football in almost a
year and a half now, and spring football
doesn’t really count.”

WILL SHIPLEY, RB, No. 3 CLEM-
SON: The 5-foot-11, 200-pound fi�ve star
from Waddington, North Carolina,
might already be the fastest guy on a
team loaded with fast guys. He could
eventually assume a role similar to that

of Travis Etienne, the ACC player of the
year in 2018 and 2019. Shipley has to
climb because the Tigers have depth,
but could move up quickly.

ADONAI MITCHELL, WR, No. 5
GEORGIA: He made a splash with seven
catches for 105 yards and a touchdown
in Georgia’s spring game. With the Bull-
dogs facing questions at receiver, he
could get a real shot early because some
ahead of him on the depth chart are
nursing injuries. LSU transfer Arik Gil-
bert, a former tight end, is not currently
with the team. 

TROY FRANKLIN, WR, No. 11 ORE-
GON: Arrived in time for spring practice
with the intention of changing the run-
fi�rst culture for which the Ducks are
known, and began making inroads on

that quest right away. Had four catches
for 93 yards in the spring game, and was
cited by coach Mario Cristobal for look-
ing like a veteran by the time fall camp
opened. At 6-foot-2 and 170 pounds, he
appears to be in line for a starting spot
on the outside on a team loaded with
freshmen talent. 

KOREY FOREMAN, DE, No. 15 USC:
At 6-foot-4 and 265 pounds, he’s known
as a pass rusher fi�rst, but also woks well
in the running game. The former Cali-
fornia prep star can beat a defender
with quickness or power. Will have
much to learn at the college level, but
could make an impact right away being
used as a designated pass rusher whose
primary role is to get to the QB.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Freshmen to watch in 2021
Hank Kurz Jr.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Georgia wide receiver Adonai Mitchell catches a touchdown pass during the spring game in Athens, Ga. CURTIS

COMPTON/ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION VIA AP

LOS ANGELES – A Los Angeles
judge on Thursday ruled in favor of
Dodgers pitcher Trevor Bauer, rescind-
ing a restraining order that had been in
force against him since late June after a
woman accused him of assaulting her
in his home this year.

The decision came after more than
nine hours of testimony by the accuser
in a court hearing to determine whether
the restraining order was warranted
based on the evidence. In denying the
order, Judge Dianna Gould-Saltman
said that according to the 27-year-old
San Diego woman’s testimony, Bauer
followed her boundaries when she set
them, and he couldn’t know the bound-
aries she didn’t express to him. 

“We consider in a sexual encounter
that when a woman says no she should
be believed,” Gould-Saltman said, “so
what should we do when she says yes?”

Bauer did not testify at the hearing
as the judge ruled he did not have to
take the stand. The judge asked Bauer if

he intended to invoke the Fifth Amend-
ment. “Yes, your Honor,” he said. 

Bauer is in limbo on two other fronts:
h Pasadena police have been inves-

tigating the matter after the accuser
said he choked her unconscious during
two sexual encounters at his home in
April and May and then punched her
during the second encounter.

h Major League Baseball is investi-
gating and could discipline him. Bauer
has been on paid leave since July 2.

The woman testifi�ed this week that
she sought a restraining order in late
June because she feared what Bauer
might do after he learned she went to
the hospital with injuries after the sec-
ond sexual encounter. The court grant-
ed her request for the restraining order
on a temporary basis until the evidence
could be weighed by a judge. 

Bauer has not been arrested or
charged. His representatives have said
his relations with the woman were con-
sensual and that she is motivated to
gain a monetary settlement.

The Associated Press contributed to
this story.

Trevor Bauer has been on paid leave since July 2 after signing a three-year,
$102 million contract in February. DARREN YAMASHITA/USA TODAY SPORTS

Bauer has restraining
order rescinded by judge
Brent Schrotenboer
USA TODAY

Corey LaJoie will miss Sunday’s race
at Michigan because of NASCAR’s CO-
VID-19 protocols. 

LaJoie posted “Protocols” on Twitter
in what appeared to be clarifi�cation
that he has not tested positive for CO-
VID-19 and was missing the race be-
cause of NASCAR’s pandemic rules.
Spire Motorsports said Thursday that
Josh Berry will replace LaJoie in the No.
7 Chevrolet. 

LaJoie has one top-10 fi�nish this sea-
son and is 29th in the Cup Series stand-
ings. 

Berry, meanwhile, was announced
as a full-time Xfi�nity Series driver next
season for JR Motorsports. The 30-
year-old has run a limited schedule
with JRM this year and scored his fi�rst
career victory at Martinsville in April.
He was scheduled to replace Michael
Annett at Michigan in Saturday’s Xfi�n-
ity race. 

Berry has one career Cup start, earli-
er this season for Spire at Dover. 

NASCAR this week tightened its pro-
tocols on the advice of its consulting
physicians as cases of COVID-19 have
spiked across the country. Only essen-
tial personnel are permitted to travel to
the track, guest access was cut in the
garage and on the starting grid, and
masks are now mandatory in all indoor
spaces. 

Drivers are prohibited from visiting
suites and their movement routes will
be adjusted to avoid casual interactions
with fans. The honorary pace car driv-
er, guest pace car rides and grand mar-
shal car passengers have all been sus-
pended. 

NASCAR was one of the fi�rst major
sports to resume competition last year
at the start of the pandemic and its
tight protocols made it the fi�rst sport to
complete a full season. The protocols
were eased beginning in May, but man-
datory mask wearing was reinstated
earlier this month. 

Driver Corey LaJoie will miss Sunday’s Cup Series race at Michigan because of
NASCAR’s COVID-19 protocols. RICH BARNES/USA TODAY SPORTS

NASCAR’s COVID-19
protocols sideline
LaJoie for Michigan
Jenna Fryer 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Reader Notice: This 
newspaper will never 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
If you have questions or 
doubts about any ads on 

these pages, we advise 
that before responding 
or sending money ahead 
of time, you check with 
the local Attorney Gener-
al’s Consumer Fraud Line 
and/or the Better Busi-
ness Bureau. Also be ad-
vised that some phone 
numbers published in 
these ads may require 
an extra charge. In all 
cases of questionable 
value, such as promises 
or guaranteed income 
from work-at-home pro-
grams, money to loan, 
etc., if it sounds too good 
to be true -- it may in 
fact be exactly that. This 
newspaper cannot be 
held responsible for any 
negative consequences 
that occur as a result of 
you doing business with 
these advertisers. Thank 
you. 

FINANCIAL SERV 

CREDIT CARD DEBT? 
Financially Stressed Out? 
Stop the harassment! 
Make one monthly pay-
ment YOU can AFFORD! 

Get Help Now and Save! 
Call Toll Free 888-925-
5404 

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & au-
dits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve 
tax debt FAST. Call 855-
820-8878 

HEALTH/BEAUTY 

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print 
and distribute your work 
internationally. We do 
the work‚ you reap the 
Rewards! Call for a FREE 
Author’s Submission Kit: 
844-261-5841 

CANCER GENETIC 
SCREENING KIT. Pro-
tect yourself and your 
family with early genetic 
screening! See if you 
qualify for a test at no 
cost to you with your 
Medicare Part B cover-
age. Call 855-623-4490. 
(Mon-Sun 9am-8pm ET) 

INSURANCE/ 
COMMERCIAL 

ATTENTION SMALL 
BUSINESS OWNERS! 
Are you protected in case 
of property damage or if 
you have an interruption 
in service due to a prop-

erty event? Business 
Owner Property insur-
ance IS AFFORDABLE 
and WILL PROTECT YOU 
when the unexpected 
happens! For free quote, 
call 844-877-9891 (M-F 
7:30am-9:30pm ET) 

MISCELLANEOUS

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 
855-980-4002 

BEST SATELLITE TV with 
2-Year Price Guaran-
tee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months 
free premium movie 
channels! Free next day 
installation! Call 888-986-
4740 

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a 
Loan Modification? Is the 
bank threatening foreclo-
sure? CALL Homeowners 
Relief Line! FREE CONSUL-
ATATION! 855-624-8601. 

HughesNet – America’s 
#1 Choice for Satellite 
Internet. Call Today and 
Save! More Data. Free 
Installation. Available Ev-

erywhere. No Hard Data 
Limits. Call 855-248-7966 

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call Empire Today 
to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 877-866-8797 

NEED NEW WINDOW 
TREATMENTS? Call Em-
pire Today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate 
on blinds & shades. Call 
Today! 877-710-4641 

Over $10K in debt? 
Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay a fraction of 
what you owe. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 877-278-4861. 

SelectQuote is dedicated 
to finding a Medicare 
plan right for you and 
your wallet. Call 844-361-
4727 today and receive a 
free quote from one of 
our multiple carriers. 

Attention: Auto Injury 
Victims. If you have suf-
fered a serious injury in 
an auto accident, call us! 
Our attorneys have the 
experience to get you the 
full compensation you 
deserve! Call Now: 877-
496-3293 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Superior quality 
bath and shower sys-
tems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Call Now! 844-
980-3902 

BOY SCOUT COMPEN-
SATION FUND - Anyone 
that was inappropriately 

touched by a Scout 
leader deserves justice 
and financial compen-
sation! Victims may be 
eligible for a significant 
cash settlement. Time to 
file is limited. Call Now! 
866-395-0568 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! 
All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details. 
855-986-8602 

FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and 
insured drivers. Let us show 
you how much you can 
save! Call: 888-320-7567. 

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability benefits if you have 
are under a doctor’s care 
for a health condition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 
877-430-9760 

PROBLEM CREDIT RE-
PORT? Lexington Law 
works to challenge in-
accurate negative items 
including: identity theft, 
collections, late payments, 
liens and more from your 
credit report. Call for a free 
credit repair consultation: 
855-622-0369. John C. 
Heath, Attorney at Law, 
PLLC, dba Lexington Law 
Firm.

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 20 
A-rated Insurance compa-
nies. Let us do the shopping 
& save you time & money. 
Get a quote within minutes. 
Average savings of $444/
year! Call 877-594-0878. 
(M-F 8am-8pm Central)

KM-80KDE08556

A.T. Still University (ATSU)
is seeking a Security Officer on the Kirksville, Missouri,
campus. This position reports to the Security Supervisor.
The security officer must be willing to work all shifts,

weekends, and holidays on a regular basis. The position
is responsible for locking and unlocking selected doors
on a daily basis according to departmental procedures;
maintaining accurate record reports, statistics, and

files for security on an ongoing basis; handling difficult
situations diplomatically; and abiding by personnel

policies governing attendance and tardiness.
The Security Officer monitors security activities and
provides protection and security for all assigned

properties of A.T. Still University on the Kirksville, MO
campus. Full description and application at jobs.atsu.edu.

KM-80KDE08543

A.T. Still University is seeking a full-time

• SERVICE WORKER •
in its Environmental Services Department

on the Kirksville, Missouri, Campus.
The service worker will perform diversified

cleaning duties throughout campus.
For more info and to apply,
please visit jobs.atsu.edu.

KM-10KDE11723

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE PLANNING AND
ZONING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF KIRKSVILLE, MISSOURI

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning
Commission of the City of Kirksville, Missouri will conduct
one (1) public hearing at Kirksville City Hall, 201 S. Franklin
St., 6:30 pm on Wednesday, September 8, 2021, concerning:
a special use permit application at 1509 S. Halliburton to
operate a temporary rental.

Notice of Disability Accommodations
Any person with a disability desiring reasonable
accommodation to attend this meeting may contact the City
Clerk at 660.627.1225 to make such arrangement.

KM-10KDE11718

NOTICE

On the 9th day of August 2021, the Circuit Court of
Adair County Missouri, entered the judgment in case
number 21AR-CV00490, changing the name of Tristan
William Cupp to Tristan William Meyers.

KM-10KDE11716

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT,
ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI

Judge or Division:
PROBATE

Linda Decker
Adair County Circuit Clerk

Case Number: 21AR-PR00058

In the Estate of JAMES CLYDE BEALS SR, Deceased.

Notice of Letters Testamentary Granted
(Supervised Administration - Non-Resident Fiduciary)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of JAMES CLYDE
BEALS SR, Decedent:

On July 30, 2021, the last will of the decedent having
been admitted to probate, the following individual was
appointed personal representative of the estate of JAMES
CLYDE BEALS SR, decedent, by the Probate Division of
the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri. The
name and business address of the personal
representative is: Annette Mary Beals, 605 Northeast
5Th Street, Grimes IA 50111. The personal representative’s
attorney’s name, business address, and phone number
is: Jessica Rooks, 2424 S. Franklin, Suite A, Kirksville,
MO 63501, 660-627-3369 The personal representative’s
designated agent’s name, business address, and phone
number is: Jessica Rooks, 2424 S. Franklin, Suite A,
Kirksville, MO 63501, 660-627-3369.

All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims in
court within six months from the date of the first publication
of this notice or if a copy of this notice was mailed to, or
served upon, such creditor by the personal representative,
then within two months from the date it was mailed or
served, whichever is later, or be forever barred to the fullest
extent permissible by law. Such six-month period and such
two-month period do not extend the limitation period that
would bar claims one year after the decedent’s death, as
provided in Section 473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable
limitation periods. Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall
be construed to bar any action against a decedent’s liability
insurance carrier through a defendant ad litem pursuant to
Section 537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent's death: April 13, 2021
Date of first publication: August 7, 2021

Receipt of this notice by mail should not be construed
by the recipient to indicate that the recipient necessarily
has a beneficial interest in the estate. The nature and
extent of any person's interest, if any, can be determined
from the files and records of this estate in the Probate
Division of the above referenced Circuit Court.

KM-10KDE11714

Judge or Division:
PROBATE Case Number: 21AR-PR00088
In the Estate of BONNIE STEWART, Deceased.

Notice of Letters of Administration Granted
(Independent Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of BONNIE
STEWART, Decedent:
On July 30, 2021, the following individual was appointed the
personal representative of the estate of
BONNIE STEWART, decedent, by the Probate Division of
the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri. The personal
representative’s business address is:
Angela Stewart, 41 North Broadview Court, Apt. B, Columbia,
MO 65201
The personal representative may administer the estate
independently without adjudication, order, or direction of
the Probate Division of the Circuit Court, unless a petition
for supervised administration is made to and granted by the
court.
The personal representative’s attorney’s name, business
address and phone number is:
Lisa C. Machicao, 6731 W. 121st Street, Suite 219, Overland
Park, KS 66209, 913-312-5604
All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims in
court within six months from the date of the first publication
of this notice or if a copy of this notice was mailed to, or
served upon, such creditor by the personal representative,
then within two months from the date it was mailed or
served, whichever is later, or be forever barred to the fullest
extent permissible by law. Such six-month period and such
two-month period do not extend the limitation period that
would bar claims one year after the decedent’s death, as
provided in Section 473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable
limitation periods. Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall
be construed to bar any action against a decedent’s liability
insurance carrier through a defendant ad litem pursuant to
Section 537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent’s death: November 17, 2020

Date of first publication: August 7, 2021

Linda Decker
Adair County Circuit Clerk

Receipt of this notice by mail should not be construed by
the recipient to indicate that the recipient necessarily has a
beneficial interest in the estate. The nature and extent of any
person’s interest, if any, can be determined from the files and
records of this estate in the Probate Division of the above
referenced Circuit Court.

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT, ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI

IN THE 2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT,
ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI

Judge or Division:

PROBATE Case Number: 21AR-PR00086

In the Estate of MARY L ANDERSON, Deceased.

Notice of Letters of Administration Granted
(Independent Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of
MARY L ANDERSON, Decedent:

On July 29, 2021, the following individual was
appointed the personal representative of the estate of
MARY L ANDERSON, decedent, by the Probate
Division of the Circuit Court of Adair County, Missouri.
The personal representative’s business address is:

Martha Dyer, 18388 State Hwy
149, Green Castle, MO 63544
The personal representative may administer
the estate independently without adjudication,
order, or direction of the Probate Division of the
Circuit Court, unless a petition for supervised
administration is made to and granted by the
court.

The personal representative’s attorney’s name,
business address and phone number is: Joshua
E. Deleeuw, 210 N. Elson, Suite A, Kirksville, MO
63501, 660-665-4617.

All creditors of said decedent are notified to file
claims in court within six months from the date of
the first publication of this notice or if a copy of
this notice was mailed to, or served upon, such
creditor by the personal representative, then within
two months from the date it was mailed or served,
whichever is later, or be forever barred to the fullest
extent permissible by law. Such six-month period
and such two-month period do not extend the
limitation period that would bar claims one year
after the decedent’s death, as provided in Section
473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable limitation
periods. Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall
be construed to bar any action against a decedent’s
liability insurance carrier through a defendant ad
litem pursuant to Section 537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent’s death: June 17, 2021

Date of first publication: August 7, 2021

Linda Decker
Adair County Circuit Clerk

Receipt of this notice by mail should not be
construed by the recipient to indicate that the
recipient necessarily has a beneficial interest
in the estate. The nature and extent of any
person’s interest, if any, can be determined from
the files and records of this estate in the Probate
Division of the above referenced Circuit Court.

KM-10KDE11713

KM-10KDE11710

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ADAIR COUNTY, MISSOURI

NOTICE UPON ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION

Dates of Publication in the Kirksville Daily Express: 7/31/2021,
8/7/2021, 8/14/2021, 8/2 l /2021

The State of Missouri to Anthony J. Martin:
You are hereby notified that an action has been

commenced against you in the Circuit Court for the County
of Adair, Missouri, the object and general nature of which is
Contempt of the Court’s 2018 Dissolution Order. Such action will
affect the property located at 18857 Concord Road, Kirksville,
Missouri 63501.

The names of all parties to said action are stated above
in the caption hereof and the name and address of the attorney for
Respondent is: Joseph Hughs, 515 E. High Street #401, Jefferson
City, Missouri 65101.
You are further notified that, unless you file an answer or other
pleading or shall otherwise appear and defend against the
aforesaid petition within 45 days after the date of first publication,
which is the 31st day of July, 2021, judgment by default will be
rendered against you.

Witness my hand and seal of the Circuit Court this 27th
day of July, 2021.

Circuit/Deputy Clerk

In the Marriage of: )
)

ANTHONY J. MARTIN, ) Case No.: 16AR-CV00930
Petitioner, )

vs. )
)

STEFANIE A. MARTIN )
)

Respondent. )

Truman State
University

is accepeting applications for the
following positions:

Administrative Assistant I for the
Dean of Student Life

Student Affairs
Office Assistant II (Reduced Schedule/

Benefits Eligible)
Health and Exercise Sciences

Office Assistant II
Enrollment Management/General

Counsel
Academic Advisor and Coordinator of

University Tutoring
Center for Academic Excellence

To apply visit
http://employment.truman.edu
or contact Human Resources

660-785-4031
hrstaff@truman.edu.
Human Resources

McClain Hall 101 100 E. Normal
Kirksville, MO 63501
Fax: 660-785-7520

Truman State is an equal opportunity
and affirmative action employer.

Women, minorities, people with
disabilities and veterans are strongly

encouraged to apply.K
M
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KM-10KDE054

FinancialServicesSupportRolesAvailable

Do you have experience in an accounting or
finance centered role? Do you also have an
ability to process data with excellent attention
to detail and customer experience? Bank
of Kirksville is seeking multiple Financial
Services Support candidates with excellent
organization and communication skills to join
our Financial Support team! All candidates
must have customer-drivenwork ethics and be
willing to learn additional support roles/tasks.
Bank of Kirksville provides comprehensive
on-the-job training, but prior banking/financial
experience preferred.

Send resumes to: Bank Of Kirksville
Attn: Human Resources
PO Box 787
Kirksville, MO 63501
Or apply online:
www.bankofkirksville.com
EOE Member FDIC

CLASSIFIEDS
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Al Johnson, owner
17406 Bob Road, Johnson Dr., Kirksville

Shop: (660) 665-8149 Cell: (660) 341-0965

Electronics
UnlimitedWholesale Electronics,

Instruments & Home Theater

Al Johnson
17406 Bob Road, Johnson Dr., Kirksville

Phone/Fax: (660) 665-8149 Cell: (660) 341-0965

autosUnlimited
Quality Used Cars

Al Johnson
17406 Bob Road, Johnson Dr., Kirksville

Shop: (660) 665-8149 Cell: (660) 341-0965

Storage Space
Unlimited L.L.C.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Kirksville Area

This Directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services. The Church Listings below
are provided at NO CHARGE to our area churches in Kirksville. If your Church is not listed, please call us at 660-665-2808.

BOTTRADIONETWORK.COM

107.9 FM
Kirksville

Quality Bible Teaching, News & Information

Georgia Welte • Vicky Ward
MMCKirksville@wilbert.com

1605 S. Baltimore, Suite A
Kirksville, MO 63501

660-665-5678

www.c21kirksville.com

www.woodystireautoandtowing.com

Woody’s Tire Auto & Towing, LLC

660-665-8671
1102 N. Green,
Kirksville, MO

Like us on Facebook

NEMO CPA’s L.L.C.
Laurie Love,CPA

202 East Sanders Street
P.O. Box 25 La Plata, MO 63549

Phone: 660-332-7904
Fax: 660-332-4811

email: LLoveCPA62@gmail.com

TELEPHONES - SYSTEMS - SALES & SERVICE
DATE & FIBER CABLING

RON WINKLER
2810 N. Baltimore
P.O. Box 7507
Kirksville, MO 63501

www.wcs1.com
660-665-1144

FAX 660-665-0776

INKLER
imore

507
MO 63501

www
660-665-

1506 Crown Drive
Kirksville, MO 63501

Phone (660) 627-4493 Ext. 412

Diabetes and
NutritionCenter

Dream big.
Pray bigger.

Rosie’s Northtown Café

Coffee & Donut $1
Breakfast & Lunch

Specials everyday
(tax included)

2801 N. Baltimore St.
Kirksville, MO 63501
660-665-8881

Anita M. Armstrong, Owner
Where Good Friends Meet

Faith Lutheran Church
1820 S. Baltimore, Baltimore & LaHarpe
David Lukefahr, Pastor
8:00 a.m. The Lutheran Hour KLTE
8:15 a.m. Worship Service Peace, Milan
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study Faith
9:00 a.m. Sunday School Faith
10:15 a.m. Worship Service Faith
10:00 p.m. Issues, Etc. 107.9 KLTE
www.faithkirksville.org
Hamilton Street Baptist Church
802 W. Hamilton
Pastor, Steven Nelson
8:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
5:00 p.m. Adult Choir
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship/Youth
www.hamiltonstreet.org
Rehoboth Baptist Church
100 Pfeiffer Rd.
Curtis Ferguson, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
rbchurch.net • 660-665-7577
First Presbyterian Church (USA)
201 S. High at McPherson
Communion 1st Sunday
9:30 a.m. Morning Worship.
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time.
11:00 a.m. Church School/all ages
5:30 p.m. College Fellowship
Kirksville Church of Christ
110 Pfeiffer Ave.
Elders/Pastors: Dan Green,
Dean Hansen
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11 a.m. & 6 p.m. Worship
www.kirksvillechurchofchrist.org
First Baptist Church
207 E. Washington
Jason Marlin, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible Study for all ages
10:45 a.m. Worship & Kidz Worship
firstbaptistkirksville.com
Faith United Methodist Church
1602 E. Illinois
Pastor: H.R. Rogers
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Southside Baptist Church
1010 W. Burton
Pastor: Aaron Rodgerson
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Preaching
6.30 p.m. Evening Service
First Church of God
2900 S. Halliburton
Chad Earhart
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
www.kirksvillechurchofgod.com
Kirksville Nazarene Church
2302 N. Lincoln Road
Michael Askew, Lead Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service & Route
65 (Children’s Church)
www.kvnazarene.org
Central Church of Christ
2010 S. Halliburton
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 am. Worship Service
Faith Baptist Church
502 N. Florence
Pastors: Brandon Rhea & Robert Price
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
12:00 p.m. Noon Lunch
1:30 p.m. Worship
The Crossing Church
810 E. Shepherd Ave.
9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Sunday Service
www.thecrossing.net
Grace Community Bible Church
1501 E. Northtown Rd.
BenjaminJorden, Pastor
Affiliated with the Evangelical Free
Church of America
9:30 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
12 p.m., 5 p.m., 6 p.m. Small groups
KirksvilleGCBC@gmail.com
www.KirksvilleGCBC.com • 660.665.1615
First United Methodist Church
300 E. Washington
Rev. Scott Beard, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Worship Service
www.firstumckirksville.org
Pure Air Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
TBA Bible Study
Church of God of Prophecy 807
Benton Way
Pastor: Rob Linhart
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Evening Service Novinger
United Methodist Church Pastor
Raymond Magruder
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m. Bible Study Fellowship
Baptist Church 1701 S. Jamison St.,
Kirksville
Larry Gibson, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study
fbck@sbcglobal.net
www.fellowshipbc.org • 660-665-0633
Yarrow Methodist Church
Highway N., Yarrow
Pastor:DavidStuckey
10:00 a.m. WorshipService
11:00 a.m.SundaySchool
Mary Immaculate Catholic Church
Weekday Masses: Tuesday: 5:30 p.m.
Wed.& Friday: 7 a.m. Thursday: 8 a.m.
Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Catholic Newman Center
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Sunday
7:00 a.m. Monday
9:00 p.m. Wednesday
Union Temple Church Southwest of
Kirksville
Alan Coonfield, Pastor
Every Sunday Evening
5-5:30 p.m. Bible Study
5:30-6:30 p.m. Church Service Sugar
Creek Baptist Church
5 mi South on Hwy 3
Pastor, Virgil K. Jones
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hazel Creek Primitive Baptist
Church
2 mi. W. Greentop on Rt. K then 1/2 mi. S.
Elder Dillion Thurman, ministerServices
on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays10:30 a.m.
Song Service
11:00 a.m. Preaching
Lighthouse of Love
Brashear, Mo
Pastor, John Bowen
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship ServiceMeadow
Brook Christian Church 602 E.
Washington
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church
Novinger, Mo.
7:30 a.m. Sunday
Life Church of Kirksville
112 W. Potter
Jeremy Pingle, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Service

Community Presbyterian Church
210 N. Owensby, LaPlata, Mo
Rev. John Becker, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Service
Grace Fellowship Church
1501 S. Baird St., Kirksville
Pastor, Brian Carter
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
Countryside Christian Church
S. Boundary St. Rt. H, Troy Mills
Preacher, Harold R. Engel
8:30 - 9:45 a.m. Blended Worship
10:00 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. High School-College Youth meet
www.countrysidekv.com
Gifford Christian Church
Minister: Darren Potter
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
Lake Road Chapel
22963 Potter Trail
Pastors: Charles Leiter, Richard Ochs,
Mason Vann, Garrett Holthaus
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship Service
www.lakeroadchapel.org
Church of God (Holiness)
1601 N. Elson
Pastor Ralph E. Wheeler, Jr.
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
New Hope Evangelical Church
620 Steer Creek Way
9:30 - 10:20 a.m. Bible Class
10:20 - 10:30 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Darrell Draper, Pastor
660-341-0000
Jim Maxey, Calling Pastor
660-665-6949 or 660-216-4183First
Assembly of God
2401 S. High
Jeff Arp, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
(Communion First Sunday of the Month)
6:30 p.m. Evening Praise
www.KirksvilleFirst.com
First Liberty Full Gospel
1302 E. Filmore
Rev. Fred Baker, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Novinger Baptist Church
Highway 6 & 149
Rev. Darrell Crooks, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Church
(Disciples of Christ)
High & Harrison
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Sunday School
The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints
2000 E. Normal
Kirksville First Ward Bishop John Grider
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sunday Services
Kirksville Second Ward Bishop Isaac Ison
9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Sunday Services
Cornerstone Church
1702 E. Elson
Pastor Jeremy Broach
9:00 a.m. Bible Study One19
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
660-956-4480
Trinity Episcopal Church
124 N. Mulanix
Rev. Amy L. Fallon, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Seventh Day Adventist Church
1301 N. Elson
Dale Fuhrmeister Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sabbath School (Saturday)
11:00 a.m. Worship Service (Saturday)
Fellowship Dinner on 4th Saturday.
United Methodist Church
Brashear Charge, Brashear
Lay Minister, Nancy Douglas
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Singspiration - 1st Sunday
Willow Bend Association East
Center Community Church
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
Illinois Bend Community Church
Highway 3
Pastor Terry Hunsaker
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
660-349-0052
Baring Community Church
11:00 a.m. Worship.
Community Christian Church of
Downing
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
Willow Bend Church
Find Us on Facebook for Event Schedule
New Hope Methodist Reformed
Church - Millard
9:15 a.m. Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Worship
Greentop Community Church
Highway K, Greentop, Mo.
Pastor: CarrolDavenport

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Trinity United Fellowship Church
Pastor: Lorne Arber
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Lancaster United Methodist Church
Pastor: H. R. Rogers
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Shekinah Mennonite Church
15981 Blueberry Way, Kirksville
John Mark Miller, Pastor
Roger Berry
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. 2nd Sunday - hymn sing
6:00 p.m. 4th Sunday of month Topic

Bethel Community Church
12 miles NE of Kirksville on Rt. T
Marvin Cross, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Kid’s Klub/Youth Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship.
Lancaster Baptist Church
Southeast Side of Square, Lancaster
MarkDrummond, Pastor
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Grace Bible Baptist Church
Greencastle, Mo.
Rev. Earl Baker, Pastor
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
5:00 p.m. Evening Service Winigan
Christian Church Ryan Crist, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
First Baptist Church
Winigan, Winigan, Mo.
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Fairview Baptist Church
53610 Knob Hill Road, Pollock
Sam Burkholder, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
6:00 p.m. Sunday Evening
Bible Missionary Church
508 S. Main St.
Bro. Glenn Kiger, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Full Gospel Church
404 North Elson
Ola York, Pastor
2:00 p.m. Wednesday Bible Study
2:00 p.m. Saturday Afternoon Service
LaPlata Christian Church
Scott McNay, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Worship Service
Christ’s Family Church
531 N. Baltimore
Glenn Berry, Pastor
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
www.cfckvmo.com • cfckvmo@gmail.com
Queen City Christian Church
Queen City, Mo.
Bud Cornwell, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Bible School
10:30 a.m. Communion/worship Hour
United Pentecostal Church 1502
E. Northtown Road
David E. Brown, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
Brashear Community Bible Church
Donny Powell, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
660-323-5305
First Baptist Church of LaPlata
B. J. McAlpin, Pastor
9:00 am “Donut Hole” Fellowship
9:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Evening Worship
6:00 pm Monday – AWANA
http://laplatafbc.org/
Email: laplatafbc@gmail.com
Hazel Creek Free Will Baptist
Church
8 mi. N.W. of Kirksville on Rt. B.
Tim Hodges, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Worthington Baptist Church
Worthington, Mo.
Roger Busnell, Pastor
9.30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
The Salvation Army
1004 W. Gardner
Lt Brian and Amanda Hoscheit,
Pastors
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Free Breakfast
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Queen City First Baptist Church
6th at Washington St.
Robert Smith, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. Evening Worship
St. John’s Lutheran Church ELCA
North of Queen City go East on Rt. O
Pastor, Bill Iammatteo-Code
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Hurdland First Baptist Church
Robert Shobe, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
7:30 p.m. Sun. & Weds. Worship and/
or Bible Study
Colony Baptist Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. 4th Sunday worship
Locust Hill Community Church
Rt. I, Novelty, Mo
William Gaines, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
New Harmony Free Will Baptist
3 miles West of Greentop on Rt. K
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Morning WorshipWord
Alive! Family Church Hwy 63,
Greentop
Pastors: Robert Gange
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship, Adult
service, Childrens Church
Schuyler County Church of Faith
Highway 136 East, Lancaster
Sonny Smyser, Pastor
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Sunday Services
11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday Class
3rd Sunday Fellowship dinner 12 noon
Gospel Outreach Church
209 W. Washington
Norman Keller, Pastor
Gonda Manning, Co pastor
7:00 p.m. Thursday Services
7:00 p.m. Sunday Services
Victory Baptist Church
Of Greentop
-Meets at the Willmathsville Community
Church on Hwy A.
Pastor Joshua Wesley
10:30 a.m. Worship
Downing Christian Church
430 E Prime St., Downing MO
Larry D. Smith, Pastor
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Services

THIS WEEK’S FEATURED CHURCH
First Church of God

1216 N. Green
St.Kirksville, Mo 63501
660.665.9386
Fax 660.956.0615


