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Nancy Uggla documents her  
four year journey with a Red 
Fox through her camera lens
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nough of winter I say.  Last December’s super cold snap was 
a rough few days. It made me think about spring and with 
that, the hope it arrives early here in 2023.  Like some of you I 
would guess, I find myself wanting that warm weather when 

it’s cold outside and then in summer hoping for more moderate 
temperatures.  The range of temperatures in Arkansas is really 
interesting as it falls to below zero on occasion, then just a few 
months later can soar to 100 degrees or more. Oh yes, and there is 
that spring pollen, thick in the air, as the spring season progresses.

But for now, it’s February and a time for us to get ready for those 
nice spring days coming up.  For me as a fisherman, that meant 
getting my boat and motor ready for the lake. For golfers, maybe it’s 
time to clean those clubs and perhaps get rid of a few things that 
you accumulated in your golf bag during the 2022 season.

Trail walkers, get ready, it won’t be long, and you’ll be hiking 
several days a week again. Same with pickleball and tennis players, 
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The warmth of the sun is a welcome visitor on cold February days. ( Jeff Meek photo)

Is It Spring Yet?Is It Spring Yet?
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ON THE COVER:  Snappy the Fox peers from around a tree in the Uggla’s back yard. 
(Photo by Nancy Uggla)
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and a number of other outdoor activity enthusiasts.  
You know, life just isn’t as much fun if there isn’t a bit of 

hope in our day.  Hoping for warmer temps, hoping for maybe 
getting that new vehicle to replace the one with 150,000 miles 
on it with rattling doors. Hope for good health and many 
more days ahead with family. And yes, hope for a few exciting 
surprises along the way. After all, we never really know for 
sure what’s just up ahead in our lives.

We at the Voice hope that your hopes and dreams come 
true in 2023. We very much appreciate all of you who read 
our paper and our magazine, HSV Life, as well as those of 
you who toss compliments and article ideas our way.  Much 
appreciated. We work very hard to give you our best effort 
each and every week. Stay warm and stay in touch.

Jeff Meek
VOICE CORRESPONDENT

The warmth of the sun is a welcome visitor on cold February days. ( Jeff Meek photo)

Is It Spring Yet?Is It Spring Yet?
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With its iconic twin towers 
and Spanish-Colonial Revival style 
facade, the Arlington Resort Hotel 
& Spa is the anchor of historic 
downtown Hot Springs. Generations 
of Spa City visitors — including 
gangsters, pro athletes and presidents 
— have made it their favorite place to 
stay, take a hot mineral bath, dance 
the night away, and have an adult 
beverage or two.

Hot Springs railroad executive 
Samuel W. Fordyce and two other 
partners, Samuel Stitt and William 
Gaines, put up the money to build the 
first Arlington Hotel, which opened 
in 1875. Fordyce is the namesake for 
both the Fordyce Bathhouse in Hot 
Springs and the county seat in Dallas 
County.

The original hotel was considered 
to be the first luxury hotel in the 
Spa City and at the time was the 
largest hotel in the state. The original 
Arlington was located across from the 
current hotel on the site now known 
as Arlington Park. 

In 1893, Fordyce and his partners 
decided the property had become 
dated compared to the newer hotels 
in the city, such as the Eastman and the Majestic. 
So they demolished the Arlington and rebuilt it on 
the same site. The second hotel, known as the New 
Arlington, had an elegant Spanish-renaissance design, 
a larger guest capacity (300 rooms) and more modern 
amenities. 

The Arlington Hotel & Spa in downtown Hot Springs.

Darrell W. Brown

ALL AROUND ARKANSASALL AROUND ARKANSAS

The Arlington Hotel & Spa has 
dominated downtown 
Hot Springs since 1875

ICONIC
 LANDMARK

 But a firet destroyed the second Arlington on April 
5, 1923. The blaze killed one fireman and caused an 
estimated $1.6 million in damage (about $23.5 million 
in today’s money). One notable guest staying at the 
Arlington at the time of the fire: William Pinkerton, 
founder of the security service that bears his name.
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The bandstand in the Arlington 
lobby, left. Historical marker 
outside the Arlington, below.

Hotel owners decided to rebuild again. 
But this time, they chose the site at the 
intersection of Fountain Street and 
Central Avenue across the street from 
the two previous structures. Designed by 
Arkansas State Capitol architect George 
Mann, the current Arlington Hotel was 
completed on Nov. 28, 1924.

During the 1930s, the Arlington was 
the choice hotel for notorious gangster 
Al Capone, who had his own suite, 
Room 443. When Capone was in town 
for gambling and other adult activities, 
he would rent the entire fourth floor for 
his entourage.

Throughout the years, many famous 
people including U.S. presidents Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, George H.W. Bush and 
Bill Clinton have been guests of the Arlington. Other 
notables include baseball legend Babe Ruth, humorist 
Will Rogers, and musicians Tony Bennett (who 
performed at the nearby Vapors Club) and Barbra 
Streisand. 

In 1928, Joseph T. Robinson, a former governor 
and U.S. senator from Arkansas, publicly accepted 
the Democratic nomination for vice president on the 
front steps of the hotel. The speech was broadcast 
nationally by KTHS, whose studio was once located 
inside the Arlington and was the first radio station in 
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Room commemorating the building’s 
75th anniversary, above. The second 
Arlington, at right.

Hot Springs.
In recent decades, the hotel operated as 

a shell of its former self, prompting city 
officials in 2016 to issue the Arlington’s 
owners a notice of unsafe conditions and 
threaten to close the building unless repairs 
were made.

Thankfully, the hotel’s new owners, 
Sky Capital Group LP of Little Rock, 
have mounted a $30 million renovation 
of the historic hotel. Construction crews 
have just completed the restoration of the 
Arlington’s twin towers and are making 
other repairs to bring the hotel back to its 
former glory.

So while you may not see Al Capone at the bar or 
Babe Ruth headed to the spa, you’ll soon be able to see 
the Arlington how it once looked decades ago, when 
Hot Springs was the Las Vegas of the South.

 A proud sixth-generation Arkansan, Darrell W. Brown is a 
lover of all things Arkansas. He lives in Saline County with his 
wife, Amy, and their beloved Boston Terrier, Dixie. Find him on 
Facebook and Instagram at AllAroundArkansas.
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Need help with a computer, phone or tablet? The 
Computer and Technology Club of Hot Springs Village 
offers classes and helpful assistance.

General meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 
most months – except July and November. The mid-
December meeting is also a Christmas party. Visitors 
are welcome. 

Breakfast meetings are held at 8 a.m. on the second 
Friday morning of the month at Debra’s Good Eats, 198 
Carmona Road. Have breakfast and conversation with 
others interested in computers. Visitors are welcome. 

Many popular classes fill up quickly. Registering 
early will assure you have a seat. All classes are held 
in Coronado Community Center Room 5 unless stated 
otherwise in the course description. 

The club furnishes a laptop for use by each each 
student unless otherwise specified in the class 
description. Each  student will have a laptop; you do 
not have to share.

Each student will receive a class handout prepared 
by the instructor.

Bring a flash drive if you want the club to download 
the class handout along with other documentation 
pertaining to the class subject.   

For questions or information or to cancel a 
registration, call 501-625-9911 or email the registrar, 
registrar@cchsv.org.

Breakfast meetings offer an 
informal atmosphere.

Lewis Delavan
STAFF WRITER

Fees are payable at the class. Make your check 
payable to the Computer Club of HSV. If you are not 
a member, you may join the club at the class and get 
the membership discount immediately.

The $20 membership fee runs from January through 
December, and includes all household members. On 
July 1, the fee is $10 for the remaining calendar year.

Complete a membership application online, print, 
and mail or bring to a meeting along with a check.

The club has seen a large increase in security 
problems. There has also been an increase in the 
attendant warnings that many sources put out. We 
feel it is important to pass these items on to our 
membership as soon as we know about them. 

The club awards college scholarships each year 
to a qualified high-school student from Jessieville, 
Fountain Lake, or Mountain Pine who plans to study 
computer-related technology in college.

Donations help fund each scholarship, with a gift 
jar at evening and breakfast meetings, and at  each 
class. The Computer and Techology Club is a 501(c)
(3) organization.

Donations may also be mailed payable to Computer 
Club of HSV, P.O. Box 8387, Hot Springs Village, AR 
71910. Be sure to indicate it is a scholarship donation. 
A proof of donation for tax purposes may be requested.

Tech 
Knowledge
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“We’ve always been blessed by the  Cella family,” 
said Chaplain Rich Heffington. “We put the new 
building on the ground in 2002 and they gave us a 
99 year lease for $1 a year for the space. It certainly 
shows their generosity and charity to God’s service. 
During COVID shutdown the horsemen didn’t have 
anywhere to go, but this track was open to them.”

Founded in 1904 and one of the premier Thorough-
bred racetracks in the country, Oaklawn Racing 
Casino Resort has always been loyal to their staff, 
horsemen, trainers and many others including the 
offering of worship to everyone since the 1980’s. 
Oaklawn is the oldest consecutively owned racing 
franchise in history. “That tells you something, as 
they’re in the fourth generation,” said Robi.

“The chapel is open seven days a week during racing 
season November through May. We are not only 
open for services, but we welcome staff for recreation 
including pool and ping pong tables, cards, dominos 
and many other activities along with free coffee and 
popcorn,” said Chaplain Robi Heffington. “It gets 
dark early and it’s cold and we love to give them a 
place to socialize. Thursday through Monday  3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. their recreation is open. Worship service is 
Tuesday evening at 8 p.m. and Wednesday evening is 
Men and Women’s Bible Study. We average 80 to 100 
in attendance at service during racing season. “In the 
summer, we’ll still have 50 in the chapel for worship,” 
said Robi.

Chaplains Robi and Rich Heffington welcome 
everyone to worship. (Sandy Johansen photos)

Sandy Johansen
STAFF WRITER

‘God Has You’
Oaklawn Chaplains always 

ready for worship and 
racing season

The Heffingtons have been at the chapel for 12 years. 
Rich shoed horses 48 years before retiring. “I was 
either on a horse or under a horse,” he joked. Robi was 
a PGA Club Professional and after marrying Rich, she 
followed him to the race tracks. 

When racing season ends the Heffingtons continued 
weekly services and Bible Studies. Their services are 
offered year round to Oaklawn employees and local 
attendees. They also speak at local clubs about their 
work and goals.

“During the live meet, the Cellas allow us to have a 
Sunday morning service in the main building for all the 
staff,” said Rich. “They open the doors to us. There’s 
no casino anywhere that opens the doors to use like 
Oaklawn. We have a saying here, ‘We’re too blessed 
to be depressed’ .”

The Heffingtons said they have had 27 people 
baptized in the last season alone. “It is an honor to get 
to do it,” said Rich. “We have people that haven’t been 
in church for perhaps 20 to 30 years and here they have 
a one on one relationship with Christ Jesus.”

“The atmosphere here is relaxing and perhaps less 
threatening than ordinary places of worship,” said 
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Oaklawn 
Chapel serves 
not only track 
staff, but any 
person wanting 
to share their 
worship time 
and support.

Keith Jones (pictured) and his friend, Paul Brown, helped 
organize a clothing drive for Oaklawn Chapel. They 
donated nearly a full truck of needed jeans, shirts, and 
jackets.

Robi. “Our location was rather removed 
and now we’re in the middle of the picture 
right next to the kitchen.”The Heffingtons 
praised the Cella family for what they put 
back into the community. They said the 
family recognizes the Chaplaincy as an 
asset.

The clothing closet in the Chapel 
benefits workers. “They have to work 
whether they’re wet or dry or whether 
they’re sick or well. An employee who 
is sick because they don’t have enough 
clothes to change works very hard. “We 
try our best to get whatever they need 
that is warm and comfortable so they can 
change 3 to 5 times during a work day,” 
they said. “Oaklawn has the best clothes 

closet in the county and workers are welcome to pick 
up as many as they need.” Heffingtons are grateful 
to the churches and especially those in Hot Springs 
Village including all houses of worship in the area.

The Chapel also has a food bank and the chaplains 
are especially grateful to the local Food Bank that 
works through Project Hope. “If the local churches 
didn’t help out, we wouldn’t be able to help the many 
we do,” said Robi. “We want everyone to feel the love 
when they come here. No matter what may be going 
on in your life, God has you,” said Rich. 

To see more about the Track Chapel go to:https://
oaklawn.com/racing/videos/the-oaklawn-chapel/
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If you follow the Hot Springs Village concert scene 
you’ve very likely heard of the group Voices Rising. 
The group got their start back in 2013 when they 
started rehearsing under the name of Scherzo, meaning 
upbeat or fast moving. Then – director Randy Lusk 
left the Village Chorale to start the group and brought 
with him a few members of the Chorale. Their first 
performance took place in 2014 at Village United 
Methodist Church.

In an interview with director Marc Bremer and 
member Jill Fitzgerald, original members of Voices 
Rising, the Hot Springs Village Voice learned much 
more about the singers, their preparation and love of 
performing.

In 2016 came a name change from Scherzo to Voices 
Rising, “partly because people couldn’t pronounce 
Scherzo,” said Fitzgerald. “We came up with the new 

Voices Rising 
Merry Christmas 
recording session 
2020. Because of 
Covid restrictions, 
they could not 
hold a live concert, 
so six songs were 
recorded and 
made available on 
YouTube.

Jeff Meek
VOICE CORRESPONDENT

VOICES RISING...

name as a group,” she added.
“We like to do concerts that are a Broadway – like 

show, full of visually exciting moments,” said Bremer. 
“We’ll even offer a spoof song and use costumes. And 
because of our size, typically 15 or 16 members, we 
can double up and do more difficult songs, as well as 
sound like a big choir.”

Voices Rising does a variety of songs including those 
from Broadway, jazz numbers, sacred, Christmas and 
patriotic. Currently they added Valentine related 
songs to their repertoire.  Interestingly, they don’t use 
music when they sing. “We memorize everything,” 
said Bremer, which adds to the personal touch of their 
concerts because of all the eye contact that’s made 
with their audiences. “Our goal is to accomplish that 
every time we perform, and Marc won’t have it any 
other way,” said Fitzgerald with a laugh.  Members of 

ABOVE 
               & BEYOND
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the group have even seen some in the audience with 
tears in their eyes as Voices Rising performs. “The 
audience’s look of anticipation when we perform is a 
real shot of adrenaline to us. We get our energy from 
them,” Fitzgerald explained.

Bremer and Fitzgerald emphasized that the group’s 
success comes from the variety of music they can 
perform and the hard work they put in to prepare. 
Bremer pushes them, breaks things down until things 
come together which can take up to 12 to 15 two-hour 
rehearsals over a 2-month period of time.  Bremer 
also sends the music to each member so they can also 
practice on their own.

Behind the scenes there is also much going on. “It 
takes about 2 weeks of planning. Things like blocking, 
putting tape on the floor so members know where to 
stand, and costuming are all done behind the scenes,” 
Fitzgerald said.

Another interesting aspect of Voices rising is 
the camaraderie within the group. Bremer said 
all members, and even some of their “roadies,” are 

Summer 
Celebration 
2021 was 
Voices Rising’s  
first live 
concert after 
Covid.

ABOVE 
               & BEYOND
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Voices Rising at the Arkansas Heritage Festival 2022.

invested in the programing. Discussions take place, 
humor gets sprinkled in and it all comes together for 
a solid performance enjoyed by singers, and audience 
alike. “And we socialize at Marc’s house.  He gives 
really good parties,” Fitzgerald added. Spouses are 
also tight with the group and help spread the word 
about upcoming concerts. The inclusion goes even 
farther when Voices Rising brings in members of the 
community for instrumentals and other needs.

All Voices Rising members are volunteers and 
contribute to the final product the audience sees on 
stage.

The group members are Jill Fitzgerald, Ruth’e 
Korelitz, Kay Crews, and Carmen Edwards as 
sopranos; Nancy Carlton, Maureen Morgan, Alice 
Canham and Suzanne Kriesant as alto, Keith Goudy, 
Marc Bremer, Les Boydston and Bob Benke as tenors, 
Benke, Don Gohr, Terry Hehndricks, Jim Servais, Bill 
Lamoureuz and Irv Larson as bass/baritone singers.

John O’Brien serves as the group’s media specialist 
and also deals with sound, lighting, and screen visuals. 

So watch the Hot Springs Village Voice for 
information about the next Voices Rising concert. It’s 
sure to be an exciting evening of musical performances. 
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Voices Rising perform at the 2022 Cancer Walk. 
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We have had such 
a  u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n c e 
with a red fox, whom I 
named Snappy (short for 
Snapshot) because he 
seemed to enjoy for me 
to take his photograph.  
In the spring of 2016, he 
first appeared in our yard 
one morning apparently 
hunting for breakfast.  He 
must have been successful 
because we started seeing 
him on a daily basis.  He 
liked to lie in the woods 
just beyond the boundary 
of our yard.  We started 
talking to him quietly 
when we were outdoors.  
He did not run away and 
would cock his head as 
if to say, “I’m trying to 
understand you.”   I began taking my camera with me 
to photograph him.  He didn’t seem to mind at all.  In 
fact, when he would get up to leave, I’d call, “Snappy, 
wait!”  He seemed to understand the command and 
would stop so I could take more photographs.  (This 
fox was quite a “ham”.) We first saw him in April, 
and he would visit us nearly every day until early 
September.  When he left, both my husband and I 
were disheartened, as if we had lost a friend.  We 
dearly missed his daily visits.

Fast forward to April 2017.  One day my husband 
and I were out working in the yard and Jim said, “I 
think Snappy is back.”  Well, I couldn’t believe it until 
I called him by name and he did not run away, but 
stood at the edge of our property staring at me just as 

Snappy observes the Ugglas from the edge of their yard. 
(Photos courtesy of Nancy Uggla)

COVER STORY

A Forest Friend Snappy the Red Fox makes 
one HSV family his own

Nancy Uggla

he had done many times the previous summer.  He just 
looked at us as if to say, “I’m back.”  And sure enough, 
he returned nearly every day all summer.  In late 
August, Snappy gave us a special treat.  One Saturday 
afternoon he brought in one of his offspring, who was 
nearly grown.  Snappy had him lay down at the top of 
our driveway, and he proceeded to groom him from the 
tips of his ears to the tip of his tail.  We think Snappy 
wanted us to see his fatherly pride.  It was only a couple 
of weeks later, again in early September, when he left.  
We have no idea where he spent his winters.  Again, 
it was a very sad time for us because our little pal was 
gone.  Snappy was like the family dog that we didn’t 
have.  He learned through repetition to understand 
commands, like “go lay down” or “stop”. Could 
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you ever imagine a wild 
animal that obeys human 
commands?  It’s hard to 
believe, but it actually 
happened. Sometimes we 
would come home from 
being in Hot Springs, and 
Snappy would be lying at 
the side of our property 
where he knew we would 
see him.  It was just like 
having a dog greet you 
when you’ve been away.

In the wild, a fox’s life 
expectancy is three to four 
years.  Based upon this 
information, we did not 
anticipate seeing Snappy 
again as we had already 
enjoyed two summers 
with him.  Much to our 
surprise and happiness, 
in April 2018 he returned 

Snappy grooming 
his kit near the front 
of the Uggla’s home. 

One of the very first images Uggla took of 
Snappy in April 2016.
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One of the last photos in March of 2020 where he still had his winter coat.

again.  You might ask, how do they know that it was 
Snappy?  All red fox look alike. For one thing, he had 
small notches on his ears that we could easily identify.  
Also, when we have had other fox come onto our 
property, if we called them by the name “Snappy”, 
they would run away.  They would not let us get 
anywhere close to them.  Also, Snappy had a favorite 
resting place where he would lie and wait for us to see 
him.  He made certain that it was in alignment with 
our front window so we couldn’t miss seeing him.

Snappy continued to visit us nearly daily every 
summer until 2021.  That spring he did not return.  We 
know that he was at least six years old by then because 
he was not a kit the first summer he appeared to us.    

We never saw that sweet little face again, but the 
fact that he came to be with us for so long was very 
touching.  Snappy had certainly lived his expected time 
on this earth, and we feel so blessed to have been able 
to share his days. He was truly a special gift given to 
us.  We will miss him always.  After five summers of 
his daily visits, a huge void developed that will never 
be filled.

Snappy has been a wonderful subject to photograph.   
Thanks to my camera, we will always be able to 
remember and enjoy our times with him.  If it is 
possible for a wild animal and a human to bond, we 
certainly did.  

Snappy continued to visit us nearly daily every summer until 
2021. That spring he did not return. - Nancy Uggla
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Snappy in the spot 
where he always 
waited for us to 
return from our 
travels.  It was just 
off the road at the 
edge of our lot.
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HSV BUSINESSES

Financial investment expert advisor Robbie Davis 
has moved from Wells Fargo Advisors to Benjamin F. 
Edwards Advisors.

Davis starred in basketball at Jessieville High 
School from 1979 to 1983. He led the team to several 
victories, averaging nearly 19 points a game and was 
an All-District selection.  Davis received a basketball 
scholarship to the University of Central Arkansas – 
Conway, where he played for 4 seasons. Davis earned 
a degree in business marketing at the college. 

Also there at that time was the now-legendary NBA 
star Scottie Pippen, considered one of the top 50 
players in NBA history. “I got to see the whole story 
unfold and be a part of it. Scottie went from being a 

Robbie 
Davis with 
his family, 
from left: 
Charlie, 
Sandy, 
Chloe, 
Robbie, 
and Hunter. 
(Submitted 
photos)

Jeff Meek
VOICE CORRESPONDENT

A Good Investment

walk-on to one of the greatest basketball players ever,” 
remarked Davis.

Pippen played for 17 years in the NBA and was 
a 7-time All Star. After playing together, Davis 
managed to stay in touch with Pippen, attending 
many functions together, including being invited to 
Pippen’s 2010 Hall of Fame induction. Davis also met 
other NBA stars like Michael Jordan, Karl Malone, 
Larry Bird, and Magic Johnson.

Pippen has written a 320-page book, “Unguarded: 
Scottie Pippen,” and Davis is mentioned in the book.  
“I hope people will read it,” he said. In the 2020 
documentary that follows the career of Jordan, called 
“Last Dance,” Davis is seen in episode 2. 
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Davis’s background includes working for Cooper 
Communities as a youngster and also as sales manager/
director for Cooper Land Development from 1997 to 
2003.

Davis has been a financial advisor for 11 years and 
made a move to Benjamin F. Edwards Advisors on 
Jan. 11 of this year. “Robbie and his Financial Client 
Associate Angela Mann have recently opened a 
Benjamin F. Edwards office in Hot Springs Village 
where together they will be serving investment 
clients. Robbie says he is excited to serve clients 
while working in the communities where he and 
Angela grew up,” said Rob Donaldson, marketing, 
and communications creative manager for Benjamin 
R. Edwards.

Davis, his son, and daughter are all Jessieville 
graduates. His wife Sandy worked for almost 30 
years in the district’s administrative office. Daughter 
Chloe graduated in May from UCA and is on the 
staff of Christian Ministries and is getting married in 
February to Hunter Cook, who is a teacher at Christian 

Ministries Academy.
Son Charlie is currently a sophomore at Arkansas 

Tech which is Sandy’s alma mater. Charlie is a wide 
receiver on the school’s football team and majoring in 
computer engineering.

From left, 
teammates, 
Scottie 
Pippen, 
Davis and 
Ronnie 
Martin.
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The Garland County Library, at 1427 Malvern 
Ave. in Hot Springs, has a wealth of resources for 
everyone in the community. (Mary Eliades photos)

The Coronado Center Library is a much-appreciated 
amenity in Hot Springs Village, but those wanting to 
venture farther afield and tap into an even greater 
resource bank should visit the Garland County Library 
at 1427 Malvern Ave., Hot Springs.

The best news for Villagers is the delivery service 
offered by the Garland County Library. Every Tuesday, 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m., staff from the library bring 
a carload of books to the Village and make 30-40 
stops to deliver them. They began offering the service 
during the pandemic, and the library’s public services 
coordinator, Karen Covey, said it has “grown week by 
week.” They also deliver books around the city of Hot 
Springs and out into the county.

For library members – and everyone in the Village, 
regardless of which county they live in, is eligible for a 
card – it’s just a matter of browsing the online catalog, 
selecting books, and putting them on hold. To sign up 
for the delivery service, library patrons need to contact 
the library directly at 501-623-4161, 501-922-4483, or 
gcl@gclibrary.com

For those who prefer to browse before making that 
crucial selection, the library is getting a bookmobile 
in February and Hot Springs Village will be on the 
route. Library staff are currently scouting locations.

In addition to books, of course, the library has 
movies, puzzles, board games, music, a large magazine 
section and current newspapers.

GC Library serves all 
parts of the community

Wealth of
 Resources

Mary Eliades
VOICE CORRESPONDENT

Villagers who read exclusively on Kindles or other 
e-readers, as well as those who like to download 
movies or audio books, can do this easily by using 
Hoopla, a lending service; and technology-hesitant 
readers need not worry about the set-up or procedures 
– library staff come to the Village periodically to 
instruct new users or are happy to do it at the library.

The children’s section is large and very inviting, 
and the library has a full calendar of activities – from 
story time and crafts to age-appropriate clubs. There 
are also teen and adult activities, some of which are 
virtual. There is at least one activity, and usually more, 
offered every single day. A recent event – Pancakes 
with Santa – drew 60 participants.

Community groups and book clubs use the meeting 
rooms almost every day, and the used bookstore is 
open during library hours. 

Covey said the library strives to “serve all parts of the 
community” and is “adding new things all the time.”

Some very exciting news coming from the library: 
Construction has begun on a new community garden 
and park, with an opening date of Spring 2023.

“We designed this garden with the idea that our 
community could gather in a beautiful, natural space 
and share their love of nature, gardening, and books. 
We want to provide a spot where library users can 
experience the importance of native plants and 
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The library has large fiction and nonfiction sections, along with 
periodicals, music, movies, etc.

animals and how connected they are to us. We hope 
that this is the first step in growing the Garland 
County Library as a true community center and 
creating a space where our patrons can see how lucky 
we are to live in beautiful Hot Springs in the Natural 
State.” These were comments made by Butch Smith, 
library design and facilities manager, in the press 
release about the new garden.

The garden will have beds for individual patron 
maintenance, pollinator areas for butterflies, birds and 
local wildlife, an outdoor amphitheater, fruit trees and 
berry bushes, walking paths and park tables.

Patrons and corporate sponsors can support the 
project by purchasing engraved bricks, tables, benches, 
etc.

Libraries today are not just repositories for books, 
where patrons speak in hushed tones and tiptoe 
around the stacks. They are lively, community-
oriented places where people of all ages can pursue 
their hobbies – or learn new ones – in a welcoming 
environment.

Covey said, “The library is the last free recreational 
place you can go,” and a visit to the Garland County 
Library is well worth the short drive.

For more information about the library, visit 
gclibrary.com.

A NEW YEAR . . A New OPTION

 Sellers •
Buyers •
Motivated •
Dedicated •
Relentless •

“Interested in 
something new? 

I can help.”

501.922.8009   

DONNA 
BIGG  

Realtor®

www.SellingHotSpringSVillage.com

A NEW YEAR . . A New OPTION

 Sellers •
Buyers •
Motivated •
Dedicated •
Relentless •

“Interested in 
something new? 

I can help.”

501.922.8009   

DONNA 
BIGG  

Realtor®

www.SellingHotSpringSVillage.com

A NEW YEAR . . A New OPTION

 Sellers •
Buyers •
Motivated •
Dedicated •
Relentless •

“Interested in 
something new? 

I can help.”

501.922.8009   

DONNA 
BIGG  

Realtor®

www.SellingHotSpringSVillage.com

3620 Central Ave Suite D

ShannonsJewelersHS.com

HOURS: 
mon-sat 10a-5:30p



24 HSV LIFE, FEBRUARY 2023

Smelling Like 
a Rose...
The Flower Dome is more 
than just flowers

Sandy Johansen
STAFF WRITER

David Rynders welcomes all to Flower Dome 
(Sandy Johansen photos)

When David Rynders opened Flower Dome 20 
years ago, he didn’t expect so many customers coming 
into his business along with  friends and relatives 
in other cities calling him personally to order their 
floral gifts for local family members. “I have so many 
regular customers and I love making them happy,” 
said Rynders.

Born and raised in Hot Springs, Rynders attended 
all local schools and received his Bachelor of Science 
degree from Henderson State University. He joined 
his father and brother in early adulthood managing a 
Rynders Auto Supply store for over 20 years and also 
owned a very popular Movies and More in Hot Springs.

He said it was his love of plants and flowers along 
with his science background that was decisive in 
choosing to take ownership of Flower Dome.

Peggy Abney, floral designer, lives in Hot Springs 
Village and said she gets a lot of joy incorporating 
her wood art into many floral arrangements. Abney, 
a member of the Evening Lions, also enjoys working 
with the HSV Woodworkers.

“What is most important to me is we receive fresh 
flowers daily. Our creations are not only beautiful the 
day they are delivered to a special event, but they have 

HSV BUSINESSES

a longer life,” said Rynders. He has continued with 
his floral arrays, but has also incorporated strikingly 
decorative plants to add to the beauty of any home.

Of course Rynders and staff enjoy the smiles when 
they deliver birthday, anniversary and other flowers 
for  celebratory events. “What is most important 
to us is the comfort we also offer at funerals. If we 
bring a smile to a loved one’s face, that’s what is most 
important to me. It is such a joy to me to have someone 
come into our shop and tell me how much they loved 
the flowers they received.”

The writer was pleased to see numerous shoppers 
within her interview time, but also observed a lady 
who not only expressed her joy for the flowers she 
received, but offered decorative items appropriate. 
“I didn’t want to toss these beautiful things out and 
I thought you might want to use them,” she said 

Along with plants and floral, Flower Dome offers 
collectibles, antiques, home decor  and accessories as 
well as pieces of original art.

Located at 3338 N. Highway 7, Hot Springs 
Village, Flower Dome is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For a complete listing 
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of the many selections at their location, go to www.
hotspringsvillageflorist.com or feel free to call 501-623-
8811 or 800-880-0969

Flower Dome also offers original art and 
sculptures created by Peggy Abney. Abney and 
Rynders present her very popular Christmas 
reindeer.

Peggy Abney preparing a fresh flower 
arrangement.
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HSV COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Thinking of buying or

selling your home?

1060 DeSoto Blvd.
Hot Springs Village, AR 

GET THE BEST DEAL WITH

The Best Agents!

Call or Text: (501) 922-0707

VISIT US ONLINE

www.TrademarkHSV.com

Or Just Stop By! In the
HEART of the Village

HSVCF meets the need 
at critical times

Are you a Hot Springs Village resident with a 
specific cause that speaks to your heart? Do you want 
to support and strengthen your community, but are 
uncertain how to proceed? The dedicated members 
of the Hot Springs Village Community Foundation 
(HSVCF) can help you explore the numerous 
funds and endowments available to help you make 
an informed decision about giving.  Community 
Foundations comprise one of the fastest-growing 
sectors of philanthropy in the United States today. 
These foundations help strengthen communities by 
inviting benevolent citizens to participate in focused 
giving that addresses current and future needs. 

The HSVCF was started in 1983 to help meet the 
specific needs of Hot Springs Village. In 2005, the 
HSVCF became associated with the Hot Springs 
area affiliate of the Arkansas Community Foundation 
(a 501c3 nonprofit organization) to help provide 
professional management of endowment funds. Fast 
Forward to 2017 - there was an excess of $1 million in 
endowments. Currently, HSVCF is the 29th affiliate 
of the Arkansas Community Foundation. They remain 
instrumental in supporting educational programs, 
promoting the arts, animal welfare, veteran services, 
emergency medical services, outfitting the community 
library, and much more. Additionally, there is a Giving 

Keeping the 
Village Strong

Robin Raborn Burns
VOICE CORRESPONDENT

Executive Director of HSVCF Jane Browning.

Tree endowment and other unrestricted endowments 
that provide the freedom and flexibility to grant.  In 
2022, the Giving Tree grant cycle awarded over $59,000 
to 26 area nonprofits.   It is not an overstatement to 
say there is an endowment for almost every cause. A 
complete list can be found at:  https://www.arcf.org/
about/funds/ 

A look at the 2021 Year In Review shows the strength 
of community collaboration and how endowments and 
donor funds have impacted the lives of community 
residents:

• The Faith Fellowship Church Food Pantry served 
17,374 families 

• The Arkansas Food Bank ordered 120,000 pounds 
of food 
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• The Project Hope Food Bank 
ordered 23,311 pounds of food

• 5,900 pounds of donated food items 
were collected from individuals and 
local community organizations

• Brookshire’s Grocery Company 
donated 4,800 pounds of food

These statistics highlight how 
the HSVCF aids in sustaining the 
community by tackling the prevalent 
issue of food insecurity that impacts 
Arkansas and every community across 
the United States. Interested residents 
are encouraged to become patrons 
of HSVCF to support their ongoing 
operations that provide grants and 
donor services within the Village. 
There are several membership options 
available. Visit: https://www.arcf.org/affiliates/hot-
springs-village/ for a complete list. Jane Browning, 
Executive Director since August 1, 2022, says the 
Community Foundation offers “A way of working 
collectively to encourage and support philanthropy 
within Hot Springs Village.”  The HSVCF is sustained 
by the vital support provided by Hot Springs Village 
residents.

 One of the HSVCF’s larger fundraising opportunities 
is coming up with their 17th Annual Benefit Concert, 
sponsored by Ike Eisenhauer State Farm, and will 
be held at the Woodlands Auditorium on Tuesday, 
March 28, 2023.  There will be two concerts featuring 
Steve Kelly’s Tribute Kings, one at 3pm & the other 
at 7:30pm, with a 5pm dinner in between.   The 3pm 
concert will be a two-part matinee concert featuring 

“Best of Country Music” and “Mainstreet”, a tribute 
to Bob Seger (tickets are $30 each).  Dinner will be 
served at 5pm in the Ouachita Room (sponsored by 
Re/Max of HSV, catered by Melinda’s Café & Coffee.  
Tickets are $15 each.)  The 7:30pm evening concert will 
feature “Cherry Cherry”, a tribute to Neil Diamond’s 
favorite megahits (tickets are $35 each).   Tickets can 
be purchased at https://hotspringsvillage.thundertix.
com/ or at the Woodlands box office.  

Browning reminds us that including a donation to 
an HSVCF fund or endowment in your estate planning 
makes a remarkable impact. She eloquently remarks, 
“Focus on your philanthropy to ensure a legacy for you, 
after you have ended this part of your life’s journey.”

www.facebook.com/HSVCF/
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My “pet passion” began over 20 
years ago when I became a volunteer 
at my local animal shelter. Following 
this passion inevitably led to Barkansas 
Pet Supply opening its doors in 2009. 
I asked myself, “How difficult could 
running a small retail business be?”         
I quickly realized in my naivete how 
many factors were involved in asking 
myself that simple question!

Quickly goes by Father Time
2023 is here,

A vision known as Barkansas
Enters its fourteenth year.

A pet supply for this small town
Is what I had in mind,

I never did imagine
The surprises that I would find.

New customers who found their way
Driving down Highway 7,

I’d hope they would appreciate
This little slice of pet heaven.

A love for pets inspired
This store that came to be.

Teaching was my first career,
So new learning was key.

The days were long,
Vacations no more,
A teacher’s schedule

Went right out the door.

Father Time kept turning
And customers, they grew.
New ones kept arriving,

And repeats were there, too.

Then online came abounding,
And reared its ugly head,

Small businesses were battling
With a sense of dread.

Our knowledge and integrity
We came to be known for.

Was this enough for customers
To still come through our door?

This faceless online battle
Has sometimes made us blue,

But our caring and our honesty
Have made us tried-and-true!

An Ode to
Barkansas Pet Supply

MON-FRI 9:30am-5:30pm
SAT 9:30am-4:30pm

Serving Our Community for 13+ Years

BBARKANSAARKANSASSP E T  S U P P L YP E T  S U P P L Y
501.318.1800 • 4055 Hwy. 7N

The hardest part of giving local 
residents access to our excellent products 
and services is not the long hours or 
complex paperwork, but the growth of 
online shopping. We work diligently 
to compete with that platform for 
the benefit of our customers, new & 
established.

It’s my hope that folks see the value of 
all we have to give the local community 
and to continue supporting our small 
business.

I knew I wanted to offer the 
community healthy, holistic products 
that were normally only available 
through the big box pet supply stores. 
Our pet’s nutritional needs can be 
complex. We see them as family and 
want them to be active and healthy as 
long as possible. It was time to educate 
myself with the goal of providing pet 
owners the best products available to 
satisfy their pet’s often unique needs.

In 2020, we tripled the size of our 
location as well as increasing our quality 
product lines and adding premium 
services as our customer base expanded. 
Our self-serve bathing station, large 
adoption room and nail trimmings by 
appointment have really rounded out 
our offerings.

Lisa Clem, owner of Barkansas Pet Supply, 
and everyone’s beloved dog Albert.

Our self-service washing station has made 
a big splash with our customers.

And we have great products for your
feline furr-babies, too.

A dream
realized 
in H.S.V.
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Evening Lions Bingo
Coronado Center
February 3 at 7 p.m.

U.S. 97 Home and Outdoor Show
Hot Springs Convention Center
February 3 and 4 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Babe Ruth Statue Unveiling
Majestic Park, 105 West Belding
February 6 at 10:30 a.m.

Valentine’s Date Night Dinner and Show at Vapors
Vapors Live
February 14. Call 501-463-4463 or visit vaporslive.com.

FEBRUARY  EVENTSFEBRUARY  EVENTS

Great Trains & Grand Canyons

MAY 14, 2023

6
Days

Cape Cod & the IslandsAUGUST 12, 2023

7
Days

Treasures of Ireland

OCTOBER 17, 2023

9
Days

New York City Holiday
DECEMBER 1, 2023

5
Days

WWW.HSVVOICE.COM

Hot Springs Village Voice

TR CAVEL LUB
The Hot Springs Village Voice is pleased to partner with Premier World Discovery 

to offer opportunities for our readers and friends to travel together on journeys around the 
globe. As a group travel specialist, Premier World Discovery specializes in traditional escorted 

tours, unique rail tours, “one hotel/unpack once” tours and river cruise charters.

Tour with us!

TODAY & CLICK 
THE “TOUR 
WITH US” 

BANNER FOR 
MORE INFO!

VISIT
HSVVOICE.COM

LLI and Entertainment Foundation present John 
Berry

Woodlands Auditorium
February 16 at 7 p.m.

Evening Lions Bingo
Coronado Center
February 17 at 7 p.m.

Party Gras at Vapors Live
Vapors Live
February 18. Call 501-463-4463 or visit vaporslive.com.

Rebel Stakes at Oaklawn
Oaklawn Racing Casino Resort
February 25
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