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Farewell to Vale

City honors Mayor Pro Tem
as Wadley, Ullom swear in

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The emotions at Granbury
City Hall were palpable, yet
mixed Tuesday, Nov. 19, as
Granbury City Council swore
in two members — and bid
farewell to another.

As the candidates for both
Place 3 and Place 5 both ran
unopposed, the city canceled
the election for this year, au-
tomatically naming incum-
bent Bruce Wadley for Place
3 and newcomer Zeb Ullom
for Place 5.

Mayor Pro Tem Steven

years in Place 5, announced
his official retirement back
in May and stated he would
not be seeking another term.

“Sometimes it becomes
necessary to pause, reset,
change your attitude and
change your latitude,” Vale
wrote on social media ear-
lier this year. “I've always
thought that serving in poli-
tics should be a temporary
privilege, not a career.”

Vale previously announced
that he and his wife, Lori,
plan to relocate to an area
close to where Vale grew up
near Tampa, Florida. The
couple also plans to pursue

meeting new people and ex-
periencing what it’s like to
live in different parts of the
country.

“We wish council member
Steve Vale all the best, as he
goes on his journey,” Mayor
Jim Jarratt said during the
meeting. “One of the things
that you count on when you
are mayor is the mayor pro
tem, and I've been very fortu-
nate to have two of the best,
Mrs. (Trish) Reiner and Mr.
Vale. They have always been
there, and I am truly and
honestly very appreciative of
everything that they’ve done
to make this job ...Idon’t
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Outgoing Mayor Pro Tem Steven Vale speaks about his time on the Granbury City Council as he bids
farewell to the community Nov. 19.

certainly let me go to sleep at
night. It’s been good. Thank

To honor Vale, the city
showed a video compiled

ings that featured clips of
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Channel 8, WFAA Daybreak morning show audiences were treated to fantastic live segments from Granbury beginning shortly after 5 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 22. Please see more photos, A5.

City gives update on capital improvement projects

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The city of Granbury is
making significant strides
in its development, as on-

Director of Public Works
Chester Nolen provided

an update to the council
Nov. 19 about the various
capital improvement initia-
tives underway — every-
thing from water treatment

the Tank #1 on the Knox
Groundwater Storage Tank
is online and being used
daily, but the top will re-
quire rehabilitation in 12-18
months.

The Tank #1 — which sup-

ed for future refurbishment,
with Nolen noting that it will
be taken care of in a future
budget.

“The tops, they have rust-
ed considerably because of
the amount of chlorine that

WATER TREATMENT PLANT
The city’s Water
Treatment Plant is now fully
operational after a second
water pump was rehabilitat-
ed and reinstalled.
The plant, which went

for about a month with just
one pump, because the re-
pair time on the pumps is
considerable,” Nolen said. “I
think (City Manager) Chris
(Coffman) and I both were
tired of rolling the dice on

going capital improvement  ephancements to road plies water to residents on was being injected and the online in 2017, is respon- that with just one pump
projects are transformmg reconstructions. the west area of town —was  gas was causing some rust sible for producing safe working, so we had the
the_ opce-small town Into a slated for improvements up there on the top,” Nolen  and acceptable water in other pump installed just
thriving hub of activityand  KNOX GROUNDWATER after the top of the tank said. “The structureitselfis  accordance with State and recently, so we're operating
grx(/)\fvi\itgl-several construc STORANGE TANKS rusted. still sound.” Federal health standards. on two pumps and every-

- i Knox Tank #2 is also slat- “Operationally, we ran
tion projects in the works, Nolen explained that p Y PLEASE SEE CAPITAL | A4
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS

CHAMBER NEWS

Women in Business wraps up another
oreat year with Holiday Fashion Show

By the Granbury
Chamber of Commerce

s the holiday season quickly approach-
es, Women in Business wrapped up an
exceptional year with its annual Holi-
day Fashion Show, a glamorous event
that has become a tradition for both members
and the wider community. The show, held at Ho-
tel Lucy, drew an enthusiastic crowd of business

professionals, entrepreneurs and fashion lov-

ers eager to celebrate the season in style. With its
blend of high-end fashion, community spirit and
networking opportunities, it was clear why tickets
to this event are so highly sought after.

ANIGHT OF GLITZ
AND GLAMOUR

The atmosphere inside
the tent was nothing short
of magical, with sparkling
lights and festive decor
setting the stage for an un-
forgettable evening. Guests
were treated to a runway

fashion.

show featuring the latest
holiday collections from
local boutiques and luxury
brands. Western style was
the theme we saw from
many of the boutiques this
year, as well as comfortable

With Tracie Harper from

Daffan Cooling & Heating as
master of ceremonies, there
is never a dull moment. B&A
Media Tech kept the tent
jumping with great music. A
fantastic charcuterie spread
was provided by Hard Eight
BBQ.

“This event is one of the
highlights of the year,” said
Kara Watson, WIB commit-
tee chair. “It’s not only a
great opportunity to see
amazing fashion, but it also
brings together such a dy-

Q granbury

CHAMBER

namic group of women who
support each other’s busi-

nesses and personal growth.

The energy in the room to-
night is incredible!”

SUPPORTING LOCAL

BUSINESSES

As always, the fashion
show provided a plat-
form for local businesses
to showcase their holiday
styles. The boutiques are
women-owned, reinforcing

the organization’s commit-
ment to empowering female
entrepreneurs. The event
also served as a reminder of
how the WIB network fos-
ters strong connections and
encourages collaboration
among its members.

It’s not just about fashion;
it’s about building a com-
munity where women can
thrive professionally, sup-
port one another and create
lasting relationships. The
event raises funds each year

to give to a local charity.
The WIB group thinks it is
important to support local
women in need; that is why
this year’s funds are going
to the Ada Carey shelter for
Women and Children.

LOOKING AHEAD

With the success of the
Holiday Fashion Show,
Women in Business is al-
ready looking ahead to
2025. Plans for the upcom-
ing year’s events include
more opportunities for net-
working, professional de-
velopment, and community
engagement. The next event
is the Jan. 28, 2025, Speed
Networking Luncheon. The
organization’s commitment
to empowering women in
business remains stronger
than ever, and next year
promises even more excit-
ing events and initiatives.

RIBBON CUTTINGS

Grace Classical Christian Academy.
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granbury
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Granbury City Council swore in Place 5 newcomer Zeb Ullom during aregularly scheduled meeting

Nov. 19.

VALE

FROM PAGE A1

Vale recognizing city workers and com-
municating the city’s priorities to state
legislators.

“You might have seen a theme — Mr.
Encouragement,” City Manager Chris
Coffman said. “He’s leaving Texas for wet-
ter pastures ... but more than anything, we
wanted to show that video to express to
you our gratitude of unwavering support —
holy cow — and your encouragement and
enthusiasm.”

Coffman said Vale’s dedication to the
community reminded him of the Bible verse
Ecclesiastes 9:10, which states, “Whatever
your hand finds to do, do it with all your
strength, for there is no work, planning,
knowledge, or wisdom in the grave, where
you are heading.”

“Whatever you can find to do, do it with
all your heart,” Coffman said, paraphras-
ing the scripture. “And you are 100% that
person. We thank you for all the encour-
agement, all the love that you give us and
support — not only the administrative side
of being a council member, but the extra
side of being that support — and encourag-
ing our team every chance you get. I mean,
if you don’t believe it, I've got the video for
you, so you can watch it again later.”

As a token of appreciation, Vale also

received a clock, with Coffman jokingly
reminding him to change the time zone as
soon as he gets to Florida.

Members of the Granbury City Council
then took time to express their own appre-
ciations for the beloved council member, as
they looked back on their time together as
they served the city of Granbury.

“I'really didn’t know Steven until we ran
(for office) together two years ago,” Wadley
said. “We’ve become really good friends.
He’s a great encourager.

“But the other thing I noticed in the video
is — and I see this a lot of the time — he
likes to talk a lot,” Wadley continued, chuck-
ling. “It’s been just a real pleasure knowing
Steve and working on council.”

Place 2 council member Eddie Rodriquez
said he is going to miss Vale — especially
their conversations.

“That’s what’s great about being on city
council is the diversity ... and just the differ-
ent lenses that we bring,” Rodriquez said. “I
would just say that he (Vale) has been very
impactful. He brought a different type of
lens to our city council, a different way of
thinking and a different way of providing
solutions to different problems.”

Place 6 council member Greg Corrigan
described Vale as a person of integrity, stat-
ing that he put his heart and soul into every

PLEASE SEE VALE | A12

Place 3 incumbent Bruce Wadley took the oath of office to serve on the Granbury City Council during
aregularly scheduled meeting Nov. 19.
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Thanksgiving Day Tradition Revisited

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood
County News. He is also an actor, author,
playwright, performer and entertainment
producer/promoter.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

amilies seem to have certain traditions

when it comes to the holidays. Some clans
gather at Grandma’s house to eat the same
meal, year after year. People seem to want

and need to have the same meal. They want the
green bean casserole, the candied yams, and the

holidays pies which most of us eat at no other time

of the year. The consistency of the celebration is

comforting in the ever-changing world in which we

live. Knowing you will see the same faces around
the table, reminisce over the same family stories

while watching football before or after the meal is
something that can be counted on. We depend on

it, crave it and seek it.

spend Thanksgiving in
Oklahoma City at the

For the years I was in the
horse business, I would

DanVanderburg

Say hello to our neighbor,
Dan Vanderburg!

Dan Vanderburg grew up and lived most of his life in the
Dallas area, but arrived in Granbury as fast as he could about
seven years ago. He fell in love with the town because of its
rich history. Dan is a historian and an author with seven full-
length novels about early Texas to his credit. He’s also pub-
lished a collection of short stories and poetry. He is proud to
offer his recently released non-fiction book about the history
of Granbury, titled, “Granbury: Where Texas History Lives”
at St Helen’s gift shop on the Granbury Square. He will sign
his books there the weekend of Dec. 13, 14, and 15 — justin
time for Christmas shopping.

Having retired from the high-tech industry in 2008, Dan
enjoys spending time with his extended family and dog and
working on home and landscaping projects. He also enjoys
volunteering with several groups around town. Additionally,
he enjoys his fun part-time job at Visit Granbury, greet-
ing and welcoming visitors and sharing useful information
about our historic town. But his true passion is researching,
writing, and sharing facts about Texas and local history.

Vanderburg is sometimes known as David Lee Nutt, one
of the founders of early Granbury and a co-owner of the
Nutt House Mercantile and Hotel. He enjoys portraying
that character as a member of the Visit Granbury History
Ambassadors. The History Ambassadors are a group of local
history enthusiasts and volunteers who, on Saturday after-
noons, dressed in period attire of the 1890s, greet visitors
on the downtown sidewalks, welcome them to our historic
town, and share brief historical tidbits about Granbury.

We also give interesting history tours on the trolley as it
winds its way through the historic district. The History
Ambassador’s goal is to provide interesting entertainment
and leave visitors with smiles on their faces and good memo-
ries of Granbury to take home.

Vanderburg looks forward to each edition of the Hood
County News. The generally non-biased and common-sense
approach to reporting the news is refreshing in today’s
changing world.

National Reining Horse
Futurity. The futurity has
traditionally been the
sport’s biggest event with
people traveling from all
50 states and some 25 dif-
ferent countries to partici-
pate. Because of the size of
the show, the event starts
Thanksgiving Day, which
means all the vendors, par-
ticipants and fans are far
away from home on that
special day. Many tend to
their horse show respon-
sibilities and then come
together for a mass dinner
which the NRHA arrang-
es. While I think it was a
great idea to have a dinner
catered on the grounds, I
would always leave the fair-
grounds and go to Furr’s
Cafeteria.

I was far away from my
kids and folks on these
Thanksgivings. They under-
stood I was working, and
it was necessary for me to
be gone, but part of me al-
ways wished we could all be
together. From this loneli-

ness I started my own tradi-
tion of going to Furr’s and
“finding a friend.” By that I
mean I would go to Furr’s,
go through the line for food,
and then find someone who
was sitting alone and ask if I
could sit with them. I know
that sounds a little crazy,
but then again, maybe not.
I'would scour the room
looking for someone who
was older and alone. The
room was always full of
families eating but there
would be several people
who would be sitting by
themselves. The first year
I approached an elderly
lady and asked if she would
mind some company. Maybe
it was my cowboy hat, the
smile I gave her, or even the
tone of my voice, but she
instantly smiled and said,
“Why sure, are you alone,
to0?” I explained why I was
in Oklahoma City and how
I was taking a break from
the horse show to eat a
Thanksgiving meal. She in-
formed me she was a widow

with no children and while
friends had asked her to
come eat for the holiday,
she felt like she would be
intruding on their family
meal, so she had decided to
eat her Thanksgiving meal
by herself.

She told me about her
husband, how they had
moved around the coun-
try as he had served in the
military, and they had fi-
nally settled in Oklahoma.
She had been an elementary
school teacher and regaled
me with one story after the
other of her humorous and
sometimes ornery students.
We visited for almost an
hour; long after our food
was gone. I picked up her
check with mine and told
her I wanted to treat her
to her meal. She asked me
why I would buy a meal for
a stranger, and I told her,
“You're not a stranger. Now
we're friends.”

I continued this tradition
for nearly 10 years and until
my fortunes changed and

I left the horse business.

For each of those years my
“new friend” had their own
unique background and
story which was unknown
to me before I sat down. The
brief moments we shared
will always be treasured. I
believe all those folks were
lonely and in need of some
simple human companion-
ship. I came away with an
appreciation of the lives
lived by others and feeling
like a person’s Thanksgiving
had been made better. My
new friends also filled a
void in my heart.

I sure do miss some
traditions.

Thought for the day:
Sometimes reaching out to
someone is the beginning
of an amazing journey and
on other occasions, it al-
lows others to enjoy your
journey.

Until next time ... ITwill
keep ridin’ the storm out!

CCMC buys
Pharmacy in

BY CHLOE LAING
Staff Writer
chloe@hcnews.com

Comanche County
Medical Center, a full-ser-
vice Healthcare provider
serving Central Texas, has
recently added McMahan
Pharmacy in Goldthwaite

to its system. McMahan
Pharmacy has served the
Goldthwaite communi-
ty since 1975, providing
nearly 50 years of quality
health services to the area’s
inhabitants.

In a statement, CCMC an-
nounced the two organiza-

cMahan
Goldthwaite

tions will work in cohesion
with each other throughout
the entire transition pro-
cess, and said both orga-
nizations are thrilled with
the opportunities and ac-
cess to quality healthcare
this merger will give the
Goldthwaite community.

“We are grateful for the
trust that the Goldthwaite
community has placed
in us, and we look for-
ward to being a part of
this great town for many
years to come,” added Dr.
Lary Troxell, CEO of CCMC
Health System.

Honoring Pearl Harbor
and the USS Arizona

BY CHLOE LAING
Staff Writer
chloe@hcnews.com

On Dec. 6, the city of
Granbury will be hosting
an event in Granbury’s City
Hall Council Chambers in
memoriam of those who
lost their lives in the Dec.
7,1941, attack on Pearl
Harbor. The event will fea-
ture a relic from the USS
Arizona, the ship which suf-
fered the highest casualty
rates during the attack.

The relic, obtained from
civilian Jim Newman with
the Commander Navy
Region Hawalii, has held

residence in Granbury’s City
Hall since it was gifted to
the city in 2023. The relic
is always on open display
for anyone who may wish
to visit, however, as many
Granbury residents are
unaware of its presence,
the city is coordinating the
event to raise awareness for
the relic and honor the fall-
en heroes of Pearl Harbor in
conjunction with the 83rd
anniversary of the attack.
The relic’s display will be
accompanied by a 10-min-
ute presentation on the USS
Arizona, the United States
involvement in WWIIL, and
the importance of Pearl

Harbor; both before the
attack and its modern im-
plications. There will be a
discussion following the
presentation honoring the
USS Arizona and the 1,177
fallen soldiers it entombs.
“The real purpose of the
event on the sixth is to in-
vite people to come in and
see it, to not have groups of
people just kind of filtering
through during the rest of
the year. It’s really kind of
a special invitation for that
day.... But we really wanted
to say, well, not only will we
be able to see the relic, but
you’ll get some education
about how it got here, and

kind of a brief retrospec-
tive on Pearl Harbor,” said
Communications Director
Jeff Newpher

The relic will then travel
to the Jim Burks Fireman’s
Memorial Park on Dec. 7 to
be part of the second annual
Friends of Memorial Lane
Pearl Harbor remembrance
ceremony. The ceremony
will feature presentations
and discussions led by
veterans in memory of the
service and lives of those
who passed in the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor, with the
USS Arizona relic serving as
a solemn reminder of their
sacrifice.
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thing is good at the water
treatment plant.”

He noted that a council-
approved additional pump
is expected to arrive mid-
next year, as it has a six-to-
seven-month delivery time.

SOUTH WASTEWATER

TREATMENT PLANT

The South Wastewater
Treatment Plant is officially
complete, with Nolen add-
ing that steps are currently
being taken to address an
odor.

“We have identified the
source of that odor,” he
said. “Right now, we hope
to get to the point where we
have no odors coming from
that plant, or at least they’re
so minimal you can’t smell
it.”

According to the city
website, the plant will pro-
duce water with even less
phosphorus and nitrates.
The water will continue to
be sold to the Harbor Lakes
Golf Club and also returned
to Lake Granbury.

EAST WASTEWATER

TREATMENT PLANT

As for the East
Wastewater Treatment
Plant, construction is cur-
rently four-to-six-weeks
ahead of schedule, with
completion anticipated in
2026.

“The contractor is very
insistent that they’re going
to try to keep that sched-
ule and be in here and out
of here and have a finished
product for us, so that will
help greatly,” Nolen said.
“That will also allow us to
move forward with devel-
opment in the city, as far as
new construction.”

He also added that nearly
5,000 cubic yards of con-
crete have been poured and
most treatment units are
already built.

CALINCO DRIVE

RECONSTRUCTION

The Calinco Drive
Reconstruction project is
currently about 65% com-
plete, as Nolen explained
that there have been a few
delays due to weather.

“We switched from as-
phalt to concrete and we’ve

www.hcnews.com
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COURTESY YOUTUBE SCREENSHOT

The Hood County Commissioners Court heard an update on the various capital improvement projects currently in the works during a regularly schedule meeting Tuesday,

Nov. 19.

had a couple of little inter-
ruptions with the rain that
have caused us to have to
wait for the material before
we can start laying con-
crete,” he said. “But they are
moving forward with that,
and we hope to be complet-
ed in the month of January.”

PEARL STREET PIPE/SEWER
UPDATE

Nolen noted that a con-
tractor is currently in town
working to address the
sewer manhole and pipe
bursting situation that oc-
curred on east Pearl Street
and Brazos Street.

“We have a crew, and
they are hard at it,” he
said. “We have one of the
owners of the company in
today, and he is here to in-
spect what’s going on. We
had a little hiccup when
the cable that we were us-
ing to pull pipe through
the old pipes broke and it
broke under Pearl Street.
We had to get a permit from
TxDOT (Texas Department
of Transportation) so we're
moving forward.”

RED WATER ISSUE

Nolen also provided an
update on the red water is-
sue that was affecting resi-
dents on Elizabeth Street
and Penrod Boulevard back
in September.

“We have engineers that
are designing the water
lines to replace the galva-
nized mains on Elizabeth

and Pembroke,” he said.
“Once we get the engineer-
ing work, I believe the city
manager is prepared to
move forward with con-
struction on those two ar-
eas of installing new water
lines, and that will take care
of the red water that we cur-
rently see in that area.”

MAIN LIFT STATION

Nolen explained that after
an inspector and engineer
were able to check the rota-
tion on the pumps and the
control panels of the city’s
Main Lift Station, it was
revealed that the program-
ming is not quite ready to
do a startup.

While it’s not quite op-
erational, Nolen noted that
they hope to have the proj-
ect completed before the
first of the year.

“We’re pushing to get it
ready. I don’t think we're
far off from being able to
start up, but I'll keep you
posted as they progress,”
he said. “That is moving
forward, and ... certainly, I

would like to have it (ready)
within a week or two after
Thanksgiving.”

U.S. HIGHWAY 377 AT

ARCHER COURT

During the discussion,
Mayor Jim Jarratt asked
about any updates regard-
ing the construction at the
airport — including the
right turn lane at Archer
Court.

In response, Coffman
deferred to Deputy City
Manager Michael Ross,
who’s the project manager
regarding the airport.

Ross explained that the
Archer Court project has
received approval for a
change order, which will
allow the construction of
right and left turn lanes on
U.S. Highway 377, along
with necessary signage to
direct drivers to the airport.

He also mentioned that a
survey of the airport prop-
erty is underway to help fi-
nalize land leases and plans
for future development.

FUTURE ROAD

CONSTRUCTION

Place 4 Councilman Skip
Overdier also brought up
how the city has pledged
amillion dollars a year to
repair roads, but that the
amount would never be
enough to fully address the
city’s road repair needs.

“That’s never going to get
us ahead of the game,” he
said. “Are we at some point
going to be looking at all the
roads that we have and say,
‘0K, these are all the roads
that need repairing,’ and
justkind of rank them, A, B,
Cand D, try to get the worst
ones first, and then figure
out how much we need?”

Coffman explained that a
study is currently being con-
ducted on all the city streets
to see which ones need to be
repaired.

“As we talked about in the
budget workshop, we’re not
getting caught up at a mil-
lion dollars a year so we're
going to have to do some-
thing different,” he said.

“And what we're seeing is a
lot of these streets that were
donein 2012,2013 and
2014 are going to need com-
plete reconstruction.”

Coffman explained that
the previous approach of
grinding off the surface and
applying an overlay to the
roads hasn’t been effective,
as some streets have had
to be replaced even sooner
than expected —within 10
years.

He also pointed out that
when he became city man-
ager in 2015, two streets
that had been repaired at
that time have since already
needed to be replaced.

“We're going to pay for
those bad decisions made
over a decade ago, but you
don’t know what you don’t
know,” he said. “It’s going to
take money, and we need to
put together a bond pack-
age, as we talked about, and
do a big group of streets.
We have to figure out what
we need to do to move for-
ward and strategically find a
solution.”

Application has been made
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission
for a Wine Only Package
Store permit by Casey’s
Marketing Company, dba
Casey’s, 2101 Weather-
ford Hwy, Granbury, Hood
Co, TX 76048. Officers:
Samuel James, President,
Brian Johnson, VP, Douglas
Beech, Secretary, Eric Lars-

CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE DISSOLUTION OF A PUBLIC

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Pursuant to Sections 372.009(c) and (d) and Section 372.011 of the Texas Local

en, Treasurer.

CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE
CREATION OF A PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Pursuant to Section 372.009(c) and (d) of the Texas Local Government Code, as
amended (the “Act”), notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Granbury, Texas
(“City”), will hold a public hearing to accept public comments and discuss the petition (the
“Petition”), filed by RCM LAKEVIEW, LLC a Texas limited liability company (the “Petitioner”),
requesting that the City create the Lakeview Landing Public Improvement District (the “District”)
to include property owned by the Petitioner and further described herein (the “Property”).

Time and Place of the Hearing. The public hearing will start at or after 6:00 p.m. on December
17,2024, to be held at Granbury City Council Chambers, 116 W. Bridge Street, Granbury, Texas,
76048.

General Nature of the Proposed Authorized Improvements. The general nature of the
proposed public improvements to be provided by the District that are necessary for the
development of the Property within the District and which shall promote the interests of the City
and confer a special benefit upon the Property, may include: (1) landscaping; (2) erection of
fountains, distinctive lighting, and signs; (3) acquiring, constructing, improving, widening,
narrowing, closing, or rerouting of sidewalks or of streets, any other roadways, or their rights-of-
way, including related landscaping, lighting, traffic control devices, screening walls and retaining
walls; (4) construction or improvement of pedestrian malls; (5) acquisition and installation of
pieces of art; (6) acquisition, construction or improvement of off-street parking facilities; (7)
acquisition, construction, or improvement of water, wastewater, or drainage facilities or
improvements; (8) the establishment or improvement of parks; (9) projects similar to those listed
in (1)-(8), above; (10) acquisition, by purchase or otherwise, of real property in connection with
an authorized improvements; (11) special supplemental services for improvement and promotion
of the District, including services relating to advertising, promotion, health and sanitation, water
and wastewater, roadways, public safety, security, business recruitment, development,
recreation, and cultural enhancement; (items (1) through (11), collectively, the "Public Projects");
and (12) the payment of expenses incurred in the establishment, administration, and operation of
the District, costs of bond issuance, legal and financial fees, letter of credit fees and expenses,
capitalization of bond interest, the creation of a bond reserve fund, funding debt service, and
capitalized interest reserves and credit enhancement fees of any bonds issued by or on behalf of
the District, if necessary (the "Administrative Expenses") (together with the Public Projects, the
"Authorized Improvements").

Estimated Cost of the Authorized Improvements. The current estimated cost of the Authorized
Improvements is $25,000,000.

Proposed District Boundaries. The District is proposed to include approximately 47.271 acres
of land generally located east of Lake Granbury and south of US Highway 377, located within the
corporate limits of the City and as more particularly described by a metes and bounds description
available at Granbury City Hall, 116 W. Bridge Street, Granbury, Texas 76048 and available for
public inspection during regular business hours.

Proposed Method of A nent. The proposed method of assessment is to impose a special
assessment to be paid in installments on all useable property within the District according to the
value of the property or in any other manner that results in imposing equal shares of the cost on
property similarly benefitted. After creation of the District, a service and assessment plan will be

prepared showing the special benefits accruing to property within the District and how the costs
of the Authorized Improvements are assessed against the property on the basis of special benefit
received by the property from the same.

Proposed Apportionment of Cost between the District and the City. The City will not be
obligated to provide any funds to finance the Authorized Improvements, other than from
assessments levied on property within the District. No municipal property in the District shall be
assessed. The Petitioner may also pay certain costs of the improvements benefitting the District
from other funds available to it as the developer of the District.

During the public hearing, any interested person may speak for or against the establishment of
the District and the advisability of the improvements to be made for the benefit of the property
within the District.

Government Code, as amended, notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City
of Granbury, Texas (“Granbury”), will hold a public hearing to accept public comments
and discuss the petition (the “Petition”), filed by RCM Lakeview LLC, a Texas limited
liability company, (the “Petitioner”), requesting that Granbury dissolve the existing
Lakeview Landing Public Improvement District (the “District”) that was created by
Resolution No. 23-19 adopted on September 5, 2023. The Petition is available for
inspection during normal business hours at Granbury City Hall, 116 W. Bridge Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

Time and Place of the Hearing. The public hearing will start at or after 6:00 p.m. on
December 17, 2024 at Granbury City Council Chambers, 116 W. Bridge Street, Granbury,
Texas 76048.

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

Hood County Commissioners’ Court has received an application to consider a revision of the plat
for: CANYON CREEK IIl, UNIT 8, LOT 49R. The Hood County Commissioners’ Court will meet to
consider the application and to hear any protest to the revision on Tuesday, December 20th, 2024,
at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury Room of the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Justice Center, 1200 West Pear| Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

Hood County Commissioners’ Court has received an application to consider a revision of the plat
for: CANYON CREEK IIl, UNIT 8, LOT 28R. The Hood County Commissioners’ Court will meet to
consider the application and to hear any protest to the revision on Tuesday, December 20th, 2024,
at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury Room of the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Justice Center, 1200 West Pearl Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

BID FOR VEHICLE

Acton Municipal Utility District (AMUD) is requesting bids on a vehicle with the following equipment.
Brands listed are from original specs but actual bid may include like-kind items that function the
same. Chevy 5500 Reg Cab 4x2, Palfinger Pa1Pro39-11 SS60CS Crane Rated Bed Palfinger,

PSC6025 Hydraulic Crane w/ Wireless Remote, Palfinger PRC45 Hydraulic Rotary Screw
Compressor w/ Cox Hose Reel, Custom Hydraulic Tank (Mounted Under Crane) Workbench Bumper
w/ Passthrough Compartment Hydraulic Outriggers (Power Out and Down), Streetside/ Curbside
Compartment Divider Trays (2 shelves per cabinet), Masterlock System Back Up Camera Springs,
Rear Step-Up Handles and Steps, 4 LED Work Lights, LED Compartment Lights, 2 Tall Drawered
Toolbox (Streetside First & Second Compartments), Line-X Bedliner, E-Track System w/ Divider
Wilton 746 Vise, 4.000-Watt Power Inverter, LED Strobe Lights (Installed Front, Rear and Sides), 48”
Emergency Light Bar (Installed on Top of Headache Rack). Bids due to AMUD office at 6420 Lusk
Branch Court, Granbury, TX 76049 no later than December 6, 2024 at 11:00 am.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS GRANBURY ISD’'S STATE FINANCIAL
ACCOUNTABILITY RATING

Granbury ISD will hold a public meeting on December 16, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the GISD
Administration Board Room, 217 N. Jones St., Granbury. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss
Granbury ISD’s rating on the state’s financial accountability system.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons interested in the Estate of Max Howard Keller, 1I, Cause No.
P10555, County Court of Hood County, Texas.

Jacy Madison Keller in the above numbered and entitled estate filed an Application to Determine
Heirship and declare who are the heirs and the only heirs of the said Estate of Max Howard Keller, II,
deceased, and their respective shares and interests in this Estate.

Said application will be heard and acted on by said court at 10:00 oiclock a.m. on the first
Monday next after the expiration of ten days from date of publication of this citation, at the County
Courthouse in Granbury, Texas.

All persons interested in said estate are hereby cited to appear before said Honorable Court at
above mentioned time and place by filing a written answer contesting such application should they
desire to do so.

Given under my hand and seal of said court at office in Granbury, Texas on the 21st day of
November 2024

Christine C. Leftwich
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/ Jamie Barfield, Deputy
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WFAA DAYBREAK MORNING SHOW LIVE IN GRANBURY
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Channel 8, WFAA Daybreak morning show audiences were treated to fantastic live segments from Granbury beginning shortly after 5 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 22. During the broadcast, Tammy Dooley, the Director of
Visit Granbury, showcased all the exciting activities planned for the holiday season. The community gathered in large numbers to show their support, creating a truly infectious festive atmosphere.
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" MARY VINSON | HCN FILE PHOTO
The Hood County community remembered fallen veterans, honored
those who serve, and taught the next generation the value of
freedom at a previous Wreaths Across America ceremony.

Wreaths across
America returns
to Acton Cemetery

BY CHLOE LAING
Staff Writer
chloe@hcnews.com

On Dec 14, the Elizabeth Crockett chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution will gather in Acton
Cemetery to lay more than 500 wreaths on the graves of fall-
en veterans as an act of reverence to United States veterans
in participation with the national Wreaths Across America
event.

According to the Wreaths of America website, in 1992,
Morrill Worchester, a businessman from Maine, began the
tradition of laying wreaths on the graves of veterans resting
in Arlington National Cemetery; a tradition he would contin-
ue for the rest of his life. In 2007, he founded the organiza-
tion Wreaths of America, which would allow volunteers to
lay wreaths on the graves of fallen U.S. veterans all over the
nation, all organized into one day.

“It is important for the families of these and all fallen
warriors to know their service was not in vain and will be re-
membered, appreciated and valued by the community. Even
more crucial is that our children learn the value of military
service, so they continue the tradition of honoring our na-
tion’s veterans,” said Kathy Hanlon, location coordinator for
Wreaths of America in a previous article in the Hood County

PLEASE SEE WREATHS | A14

www.hcnews.com

Lite is what you ‘bake’ it

Hood County Employee Holiday Luncheon a ‘sweet’ success

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Hood County Judge Ron Massingill and Precinct 3 Commissioner Jack Wilson give a warm smile as they feast on the Thanksgiving meal
held at Triple Cross Cowboy Church Nov. 21.

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Thanksgiving is a holiday
filled with togetherness, tra-
dition and, of course, a whole
lot of turkey — and that’s
exactly how Hood County
employees celebrated their
holiday luncheon Nov. 21.

Every year, all the coun-
ty departments gather for
the Hood County Employee
Holiday Luncheon, where em-
ployees share a holiday meal,
enjoy camaraderie among co-
workers, and celebrate a year
of hard work and success.

But one portion of the
holiday event was just a
tad sweeter than the rest

Nine desserts were on hand to be judged at the Hood County Employee Holiday Luncheon Thursday,
PLEASE SEE SWEET | A14  Nov.21.

Diligent. Af fordable. Compassionate. The Bridge Street
Award Winning Legal Counsel History CENTER

THE

FINMDIE

LAW FIRM, PLLC

827 W PEARL ST.

se habla espanol

ELDER LAW - FAMILY LAW - INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
PERSONAL INJURY - CRIMINAL DEFENSE
MUNICIPAL LAW- BANKRUPTCY - IMMIGRATION LAW
WILLS & PROBATE - ESTATE PLANNING

HoodCounty
HONews At

7 STRAIGHT YEARS

GRANBURY, TX 76048
817-579-LWYR (5997) * 817-573-HYDE (4933) fax

WWW.HYDEFIRM.COM

A full service law firm delivering
the highest level of client service through
our dedication to honesty, integrity, and results.

TRk YYou

We would like to thank everyone who made our event this

year a resounding success, especially the following people.

UNDERWRITERS

Dominique Inge (in memory of Charles Inge)

Jim Jarratt

SPONSORS

Baron’s Creek Winery
Berry Wealth Group (Michelle Berry)
Jake and Patti Caraway

Christian and Christian Law Firm

Gary Couch (in memory of Mayor David Southern)
Audrey Dake (Edward Jones Investments)
Steve Fortner

Brian and Kami Gaffin

Mike and Sharon Gilbert

Hood County News

Hotel Lucy and The Pearl

Sam and Teresa Houston

John Henry and Marilyn Luton

County Judge Ron Massingill and wife Brenda
Momentum Mediator

Dr. Alex Smith

Stonewall Title Co. (Steve and Robbi Reid)
The Thomas Family

www,bshc-granbury.org
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manage and replace aging vehicles

.
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City signs new agreement to help

City Manager Chris Coffman speaks about Enterprise, the fleet management company, during a regularly scheduled Granbury City Council meeting Tuesday, Nov. 19.

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

he city of Granbury has approved an
agreement with a fleet management
company that will assist in managing
and replacing its older vehicles.

During a Granbury City
Council meeting Nov.

19, the council unani-
mously signed an agree-
ment with Enterprise

Fleet Management Inc. &
Enterprise Fleet Trust to
provide fleet management
services to the city.

“For many years, the city
of Granbury has faced the
challenge of managing our
aging fleet, which has re-
sulted in consistently high
maintenance and repair
costs,” Deputy City Manager
Michael Ross explained
during the meeting. “Our
current fleet of 107 vehi-
cles has an average age of
12-and-a-half years, lead-
ing to frequent and unex-
pected maintenance issues
as well as inefficient fuel
consumption.”

Due to this issue, Ross
explained that the city has
been working for almost a
year to identify a solution
that would fit within the
city’s budget but would also
address the need for effec-
tive vehicle replacement
and cost savings.

The city began to con-
sider if outsourcing the
fleet management services
to Enterprise would be the
best path forward.

According to the city’s
agenda report, Enterprise
offers a “proactive, stream-
lined approach” for buying
and selling fleet vehicles
that should bring the city up
to the proper industry stan-
dard for fleet replacement.

The report also states that
in 2022, Enterprise sold
more than 600,000 client
vehicles at an average of
107% above the Black Book
value.

“Enterprise has a proven
track record,” Ross said,
adding that the company
currently serves nearly 250
cities across Texas.

Ross added that the city
had also explored alterna-
tive solutions, like an in-
house leasing and financing
option. However, after thor-
ough review, it was deter-
mined that Enterprise offers
the best value and solution
at this time.

“This evaluation is com-

plete and staff is prepared
to recommend Enterprise
as our fleet management
service provider,” Ross said.
“Staff recommends moving
forward with replacing all
vehicles older than 10 years
in the first year of this pro-
gram in addition to the four
police vehicles and three
airport courtesy vehicles.”
While this option will re-

technology that will pro-
actively manage our fleet
and ensure a high level of
service tailored to the city’s
day-to-day needs.”

The city had originally
allocated $640,000 in the
current fiscal year budget to
replace seven vehicles, in-
cluding four police vehicles
and three airport courtesy
vehicles.

Under the Enterprise leas-
ing program, Ross said it is
estimated that the budget
will cover the replacement
of the aging 45 vehicles,
plus the seven planned
replacements — but the
city will also receive funds
through this process.

that that’s going to come
as well. All we factored was
the cost of the vehicle lease
when we leased them, the
up charge, the upfit to any
police cars, and then the eq-
uity at the end that we sell
them for, and that’s where
you get the net $327,000
— which is the estimate for
the year — and we’d have
$640,000 in the budget for
this year.”

Place 4 council member
Skip Overdier also asked if
the “right person” would get
the “right vehicle,” adding
that he wanted to make sure
everyone would be driving
the appropriate vehicle for
their needs and department.

ly made the decision,” to
maintain its current staff in
the fleet department.

“We maintain control at
all times. If we decide that
we need to keep these vehi-
cles longer, we can do that,”
Coffman added. “This is not
a closed-end lease, like you
or Iwould go down to a car
dealer and lease a car. With
that, you can only have so
many miles on it before they
penalize you (and) you're
dedicated for that entire
lease, and then you take
it back at the end of three
years, and you end up with
Zero equity.

“This is an open-ended
lease where we can con-

“For many years, the city of Granbury has faced the challenge of managing our aging fleet,
which has resulted in consistently high maintenance and repair costs. Our current fleet of 107
vehicles has an average age of 12-and-a-half years, leading to frequent and unexpected mainte-
nance issues as well as inefficient fuel consumption.”

MICHAEL ROSS

Deputy City Manager
lace 45 vehicles in its first Ross explained that by “We’re not going to be tak-  trol what we do. We’re not
pear A MOTe Ageressive selling the 45 vehicles that ing any of the old vehicles worried about the number
year, 58 are scheduled to be re- and then passing them of miles or the idle time of

option, Ross said, was also
considered, which would
have replaced 70 vehicles in
the first year. A more slight-
ly conservative seven-year
plan was on the table as well
and would have replaced 65
vehicles.

“After careful consider-
ation, we believe the 10-year
plan replacing 45 vehicles
in year one strikes the best
balance for the city’s needs
and budget,” he added.

Ross highlighted that
there will also be some ex-
pected additional benefits
in using this particular fleet
management solution —
like newer vehicles and re-
duced expenses.

“The new vehicles will
be more fuel efficient and
require less maintenance,
which translates into ad-
ditional long-term savings
for the city,” he explained.
“With Enterprise, the city
will be able to integrate
newer, safer and more reli-
able vehicles into our fleet.
Staff will also benefit from
a dedicated account team
equipped with cutting edge

placed, the city is expected
toreceive about $322,755 in
revenue, which will result in
anet cost to the city of ap-
proximately $327,245.

Bruce Wadley, place 3 on
the council, asked if the cost
savings from the fleet man-
agement program take into
account the vehicles’ depre-
ciation over time.

“Traditionally, we’ll buy
a police vehicle, and police
drive it ‘til the doors fall
off, and then we give it to
one of the other depart-
ments to use until the doors
literally fall off,” he said.
“Oftentimes, you buy a new
vehicle and it depreciates an
awful lot, and then it gets to
a point where there’s almost
no depreciation, so it’s basi-
cally like driving it, exclud-
ing the maintenance costs,
which I'm sure you’re go-
ing to address ... Is all that
taken into account with this
cost savings?”

“We didn’t try to actually
factor in the fuel savings
and the maintenance sav-
ings,” Ross explained. “We
justleft that out, knowing

down, like, say, for example,
taking one of the old squad
cars and taking that out to
the airport?” he asked. “An
appropriately sized vehicle
will be out at the airport,
rather than passing a ve-
hicle down that we’d sell
and make more money on
it, right?”

“Yes sir,” Ross said.
“That’s the primary benefit
of this program.”

Ross also explained that a
comprehensive cost analy-
sis has been completed,
and every vehicle in the
fleet has now been carefully
evaluated.

Using this data, he noted
that the most “suitable re-
placement vehicles” had
been selected for each
unit, as they have taken
into account the expected
workload and appropri-
ate responsibilities for that
vehicle.

City Manager Chris
Coffman explained that the
city actually had the option
to outsource maintenance
on its vehicles to Enterprise,
but said that it “conscious-

the engine or all the other
factors that go into what

we do with vehicles. We can
determine, we’ve only got

X amount of miles on this
vehicle right now, we can go
ahead and lease it for anoth-
er year instead of replace it,
if that’s the best thing in the
current market situation for
resale.”

With guidance from
Enterprise, Coffman ex-
plained that the city may be
instructed not to replace a
vehicle at that time, adding
that the city would then lis-
ten to the advice and make a
decision.

“It’s not a closed lease,” he
added. “It has plenty of flex-
ibility to allow us to make
decisions and control our
own destiny.”

Place 6 council member
Greg Corrigan asked what
other options the city had
considered before ulti-
mately deciding to go with
Enterprise.

Ross responded that the
city’s primary goal was to
see if it could do some-
thing similar from a lease

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

financing perspective, but
explained that the city
doesn’t have the “depth
and breadth” of that ability
nationwide like Enterprise
does.

“This is why we’re here to-
night,” Ross said. “We think
this is the overall best solu-
tion, along with 250 other
cities in the state of Texas.”

Corrigan also posed a
hypothetical question and
asked what the param-
eters were for getting out
of the agreement if the city
ended up deciding that it
wasn’t working out with
Enterprise.

Ross explained that the
city currently does not have
a contractual term with
Enterprise, so if the city
wants to back out, it would
only be responsible for the
vehicle replacements that
were already underway.

“We can back out any-
time,” he said. “We just have
the obligation of finishing
what we started with — any
vehicle that we’ve already
putin place.”

Coffman reiterated that
the open-ended lease al-
lows the city to do any-
thing, anytime that it deems
necessary.

“If we were upset with
them and didn’t want to
work with them anymore ...
you make that decision. We
never want to do something
that will cause us to lose
money, but you do have that
ability to do that, if that’s
what you want,” Coffman
said. “There’s going to be
some additional work in-
ternally for us that we've
never done before, because
we've never taken on this
many new vehicles and pro-
cured this many vehicles all
at once. It’s going to cause
some growing pains inter-
nally, but we're going to try
to provide the additional
help where we need to help
those folks that are bringing
these in ... to make sure they
have a smooth transition.”

Overdier made a mo-
tion to approve the agree-
ment between the city of
Granbury and Enterprise
Fleet Management Inc. &
Enterprise Fleet Trust to
provide fleet management
services and to autho-
rize Coffman to finalize
and execute the contract.
Following a second from
Wadley, the motion passed
unanimously.
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Friday, November 29 - Thursday, December 5

See Website for movie times by going to
https://www.cinergy.com/granbury
or by scanning the QR Code Below.

* Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

(682) 260-5920 | cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

Please team up with our sponsors for this
year's Match fund for
Habitat for Humanity of Hood County.
Habitat believes affordable
homeownership changes lives.
You can help “build” that change with a
donation to the Match.

Donations received November 15, 2024 - January 31, 2025
will be matched up to the amount of the sponsor fund.

Please mail your donations to:
Habitat for Humanity of Hood County
PO Box 1866, Granbury, TX 76048
or give at habitatofhoodcounty.org

:ﬂ? Habitat

for Humanity®
of Hood County
43rd Annual Oklahoma Select Sale
Sat. Dec 7. 11:00 am
Atoka Livestock Auction

Selling 60 Limousin & LimFlex Bulls
25 Lim-Flex Bred and open heifers
Bid online at LiveAuctions.TV
Selling over 500 Commercial Females
following Bull Sale

918-629-9382 ronn@cj-auctions.com

o
The Devine News is family-owned, serving South Texas
for 126 years and counting! Let us help you navigate the

digital world. Our Rates...Starting at $3,600 per year /

NO Set Up Fees. No Robots. Give us a call today...

OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

GO PLAY

www.hcnews.com
SUNDAYS WEDNESDAYS
THE GRANBURY Disc HABITAT FOR Humanity
Golf Club has mini tourna- Hood County building on
ments every Sunday at 2 the 4000 block of Sundown

p.m. at 600 W. Moore St.,
welcoming all levels of disc
golfers. Show up at least 15
minutes early to pay the $12
entry fee and warm up.

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNEC-
TIONS exercise classes: 9
a.m. exercise (strength and
balance); 10 a.m. Tai Chi;
10:30 a.m. exercise (strength
and balance); 11 a.m. Pilates.
5-6 p.m. intro to meditation,
private class. Location is 1321
Water’s Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE
Club will hold an ACBL-
sanctioned duplicate bridge
game at noon each week at
the Acton Methodist Church,
3433 Fall Creek Highway,
Granbury, 76049. Entry $8/
person. All are welcome;
come with a partner and
compete for ACBL master-
points. Information and
reservations: 225-933-4074.

SONS OF the American
Legion Post 491 of Granbury
Burger Night, 5-7 p.m. at
American Legion Post, 3409
Davis Road. Funds raised are
used to support veteran and
community youth programs.
Open to members and
guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Cho-
rus — rehearsals, Mondays
7-9 p.m. at Acton Method-
ist Church, 3433 Fall Creek
Highway. Concerts in May
and December. See www.
granburycivicchorus.org
for schedule and activities.
Questions: granburycivic-
chorus2001@gmail.com.

FORWARD TRAINING
Center “Cisco” classes from
6-8:30 p.m. To sign up, email
info@forwardtrainingcenter.
org. or call 817-573-6677.

TUESDAYS

HEALTHY CONNEC-
TIONS classes: 9 a.m.
Weight Watchers (join at
weightwatchers.com); 9 a.m.
yoga (private class, reserva-
tion only); 10:30 a.m. lifelong
yoga (private class, reserva-
tion only); 1:30 p.m. line
dancing; 5:15 p.m. Weight
Watchers (join at weight-
watchers.com); 6 p.m. Gran-
bury clogger nights (watch
or join). 1321 Water's Edge
Drive, Suite 1001. Details:
817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM
Session 7:30-10:30 p.m. at
Brock’s Food and Drink, 4012
Acton Highway. Bring your
instrument or get up and
sing. Details: 505-710-5100.

AMATEUR RADIO
Weekly Social Hour Net. All
licensed amateur radio op-
erators welcome. 7 p.m., on
the 147.240 MHz Repeater,
+600 offset, PL 162.2.

Trail every Wednesday and
Saturday from 8 a.m.-2:30
p.m. No experience or tools
needed. Join them anytime.

HAND AND Foot card
game day. 10 a.m.; Domi-
noes (Mexican Train) 11 a.m.
Healthy Connections, 1321
Water’s Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

HEALTHY CONNEC-
TIONS classes: 9 a.m.
exercise class; 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Quits of Valor (third Wednes-
days) contact Kathy Cosand
618-407-9914; 10 a.m. cards;
11 a.m. dominoes. 1321 Wa-
ter’s Edge Drive, Suite 1001.
Details: 817-579-2979.

THURSDAYS

HEALTHY CONNEC-
TIONS: 10 a.m. Tai Chi;
10:30 a.m. exercise; 11 a.m.;
noon-3 p.m. Quilting classes
(second and fourth Thurs-
days, private fee required)
682-529-7492; noon-3 p.m.
newcomers cards; Pilates; 5
p.m. lifelong yoga (private
class, reservation only). 1321
Water’s Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 6-9 p.m. at
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S.
Chess Affiliate, all ages and
skill levels, children 10 and
under must be accompanied
by adult. Youth membership
not required. Details: Hood-
CountyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9
p.m. at Brew Drinkery, 206 E.
Pearl Street. Prizes and fun.
Use your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc
Golf Club has mini tourna-
ments every Thursday at
5:30 p.m. at 600 W. Moore St.
Welcoming all levels of disc
golfers. Show up at least 15
minutes early to pay the $12
entry fee and warm up.

FRIDAYS
HEALTHY CONNEC-
TIONS: 9 a.m. exercise. 1321
Water’s Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

SATURDAYS

HABITAT FOR Humanity
Hood County building on
the 4000 block of Sundown
Trail every Wednesday and
Saturday from 8 a.m.-2:30
p.m. No experience or tools
needed. Join them anytime.

HOOD COUNTY Hum-
mers Walking Club, 8 a.m.,
meets every Saturday at Hil-
ton Garden Inn, 635 E. Pearl
St., for 5K or 10K walk for
fun, fellowship and fitness.
Details: 972-567-3278.

HEALTHY CONNEC-
TIONS: 10:30 a.m. yoga for
a mission (free with food
donation); 10 a.m. Mexican
Train. 1321 Water's Edge
Drive, Suite 1001. Details:
817-579-2979.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Ama-
teur Radio Club meets on
the first Monday each month
at 7 p.m. at the Hood County
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, 401 Deputy Larry Miller
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Loving
Hands Ministry. The ministry
needs people to crochet,
knit, or use a knitting loom
to make gifts to comfort the
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1-3
p.m. Acton Baptist Church
fellowship hall, 3500 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

SECOND MONDAYS

MEETING OF the Lake
Granbury Art Association
at 224 N. Travis St. at 6 p.m.
Meeting includes business
and a monthly demonstra-
tion from local and visit-
ing artists. For questions,
call 361-510-6820 or email
simanekl@charter.net.

THIRD MONDAYS
GRANBURY QUILTERS
Guild meets the third Mon-
day each month at United
Coop Electric, 320 Fall Creek
Highway, 6 p.m. Details: 817-
296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Loving
Hands Ministry. The ministry
needs people to crochet,
knit, or use a knitting loom
to make gifts to comfort the
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1-3
p.m. Acton Baptist Church
fellowship hall, 3500 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

WAMS (WESTERN Area
Modeling Society) radio
control club meets at 6:30
p.m. at Spring Creek BBQ,
317 W. U.S. Highway 377.R/C
aircraft, cars, boats, gliders,
helicopters, etc. Details: 817-
475-2194

FIRST TUESDAYS

GRANBURY DOLL
Club meeting, 2 p.m. Hood
County Library, 222 N. Travis
St., Granbury. All doll appre-
ciators are welcome.

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING
Guild meets to knit, learn,
and share knitting tips each
month at First Presbyterian
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

THIRD TUESDAYS

THE PECAN Plantation
Genealogy Group meets at
the EMS Training Room, 9518
Monticello Drive behind the
fire station. Everyone is wel-
come. You do not need to
be a resident to attend. Tell
gate security you are attend-
ing the genealogy meeting
in the EMS Training Room.
Questions? Email kcall3219@
gmail.com.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the fourth

Tuesday each month (except
November and December)
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E.
Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace
at 817-279-2995 for addi-
tional details.

MONTHLY MEETING of
the Granbury branch of the
Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the
Bentwater Activities Center,
1800 Emerald Bend Court at
7 p.m. Questions? 817-910-
8174.

FIRST THURSDAYS
BRAZOS RIVER Cor-

vette Club meets the first
Thursday each month for
fellowship, planning events
and other business. Dinner,
if desired, at 6 p.m., meet-
ing from 7-8 p.m. at Spring
Creek Barbeque, 317 E.
U.S. Highway 377. Details:
bskaggs8@aol.com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT
meets the second Thursday
of every month at 6 p.m.
at the Emergency Opera-
tions Center located at 401
Deputy Larry Miller Drive.
HoodCoCert@gmail.com.

THE GRANBURY EWMA,
Chapter P motorcycle group
meets at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 W. U.S. Highway
377.Dinner and fellowship
is at 6 p.m., an informal
meeting is at 7 p.m. Group
of pleasure riders who love
toride in Texas and beyond.
Many Goldwing riders, also
2- and 3-wheelers, any and
all riders are welcome.

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Somervell
A&M Club meets the third
Thursday (except June, July
and August) at Spring Creek
BBQ located at 317 W. U.S.
Highway 377 Granbury at 6
p.m., dining/social, 6:30 p.m.
meeting. Other activities,
fundraisers and meeting
changes can be found at
hscaggies.org.

THE HOOD County
Democratic Club meets each
month at 1410 Pearl St., An-
nex #1 at 7 p.m. Questions?
Call 817-233-5453.

THIRD FRIDAYS

LEGACY CHRISTIAN
Academy of Granbury
sponsors skating dates year
round at Granbury Skating
Rink from 10 a.m. to noon.
All Christian music. $8 cash
at the door. No outside food
or drink.

LAST THURSDAYS
MARINE CORPS League
Detachment 1297 meeting
at the American Legion Hall,
3409 Davis Road, Granbury.
Chow is at 6 p.m., meeting
at7 p.m.

SECOND SATURDAYS

SECOND SATURDAY
Showoff at Fuzzy's Taco
Shop, 115 W. Pearl St. Car
show, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run
each week along with other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.
com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.

~

N
ORNAMENTS

~

THIS IS OLUR BOX V' wHATIS
OF CHRISTMAS IN THAT
ORNAMENTS, BOX ?

ZED by Duane M. Abel

(© 2024 DuANE M. RBEL.

R ALL OF MOM'S | REMEMBER
STORIES WHEN WE GOT
ABOLT ERCH THIS ONE!

ORNAMENT,

www.corkeycomics.com
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Michelle Berry, CFP®

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

e
WEALTH SERVICES GROUP

www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

817-573-9595
RAYMOND JAMES"®

°© ROCKIN S ©

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC

METAL BUILDING
SYSTEMS .

817-573-2400
5530 W HWY 377, TOLAR, TX 76476

817-573-4521

GRANBURY Follow us
817) 776-5877
—~ |
NISSAN
4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
INNOVATION THAT EXCITES www.granburynissan.com ‘

Cliekem

< {.,&- EUY] KAE\RB

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches
Call Us For Church Catering Needs
2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

25 pc

Tenders spegig

=l

L iith this ag

@ Christian Brothers Automotive-

People-First Automotive Care

Fixing cars, driving joy.
Granbury ¢ cbac.com/granbury ¢ 817-910-4247

Special thanks to
G G John and PJ Gibbs
Electrie, Ine. PRI
b/ b d GG@ggelectricservice.com
Residential » Commercial * Industrial £ V\g;t:;:fr(;rd %
Locally owned and operated since 1986 TECL#17531
w e ro7s Serving
g E A ’ Hood County
S L VW IRE Since 1975
5 AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
g

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 . 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM

SERVING HOOD AND
SURROUNDING COUNTIES
FOR 20 YEARS

+ Wall & Floor Tile
+ Wood Look Tile
+ Wood Flooring
+ Luxury Vinyl Plank
+ Carpet

GRANBURY;
NS

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive * Granbury, TX 76049

Your Comfort Experts
™

AIR CONDITIONING INC.
Serving North Texas Since 1962

(Granbury: 817-573-2463  www.hohsonac.com
Its Time to Tune-Up Your Heating System

TACLA000386C

“Taking Care of our Member-Owners!”

817.444 3201 « tcectexas.com

WILEY FUNERAL HOME

“Home owned and operated’

Granbury °¢ 817-573-3000

. }\NBURY

oy . ENTER
CARING lT s WHAT

WE DO BEST! ®
174 BED FACILITY
PRIVATE REHAB SUITES

eSt of

oodCounty
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

.
.
e 22 BED SECURE HALL
o SKILLED NURSING

REHABILITATION SERVICES
¢ LONG TERM CARE P\
TO SCHEDULE A TOUR, CALL %

(817) 573-3726 = gL -

r—_—_—_—_—1

| YOURAD |

| COULD BE HERE!
. 817-573-7066!

CALLTODAYTO |
ADVERTISE ON THE

HOOD COUNTY
NEWS CHURCH PAGE

_—_—_J

CHURCH DIRECTORY

www.hcnews.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches.

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made

complete in us.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

GRANEURY » WEATHERFORD » CLEEURNE + STEFHENVILLE = GLEN ROSE

FROVIDING EXCELLENT CARE WHEREVER YOU CALL HOME FOR 15 YEARS

Ind->xim =

HEALTHU AR Es Ii‘hRIIEI:KJ:UMThI:
] . TER] DEFMENCIES
HOME CARE AND HOSPICE B HEALTE CARE AKD EOSFICE CLRE

FHYSICAL, DUCUPATIHEAL, SFEECH TEERAFTY
ENCTLLENT CARE. EVERY FANIEST. EVERY Bk

11 ROAE RITTL HH < B B T ReH
WO HEADPE: 317 5T1T4 0
HOWM O BT AT 00%1

1 John 4:12
ANGLICAN Vineyard Baptist Tolar United Methodist
ot g OIS i
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., s s
817-326-2035 Waples Baptist Waples United Methodist
1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 4323 Waples Rd.
w 817-579-0509 817-573-9076
ing P!
Crossing Place Western Hills Baptist MORMON

1900 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-1581

Elm Grove Assembly Of God
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar
254-835-4755

Faith Assembly Of God
300 Granbury Court
817-326-2270

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist
3500 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4693

Allison Baptist
9926 Allison Ct,, Lipan
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist
4804 E. Hwy. 377
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy.
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist
1840 Acton Hwy.
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist
5041 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City
Hwy. 56
254-965-3840

First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-613-2322

First Baptist
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan
254-646-2484

First Baptist Thorp Springs
2815 Lipan Hwy.
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist
201 West Gibbs Blvd.,
Glen Rose
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist
1200 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-4943

Granbury First Baptist
1851 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-7137

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca
Viva

315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.

254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist
500 W. Bluebonnet
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist
1625 Mambrino Hwy.
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen

315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.

817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist
4501 Peppertree Rd.
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist
1844 Acton Hwy.
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist
7178 Fall Creek Hwy.
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist
1571 North Fm 200,
Rainbow
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist
910 Paluxy Rd.
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist
820 Paluxy Rd.
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist
400 Tolar Hwy.
254-835-4375

507 Western Hills Trail
817-573-7588

BIBLE

Grace Bible
201 E. Clifton Rd.
682-498-3014

Granbury Chapel Bible
Church

5150 N. Gate Rd.
817-736-9647

CATHOLIC

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
2301 Acton Hwy.
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian
3314 S. Clifton
817-573-0107

First Christian
2109 W. US. Hwy. 377
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino
Nuevo

4900 Sonterra Ct.
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Circle
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian
608 Shady Grove Dr.
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of
Christ

310 W. Pearl St.
817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ
1905 W. Pearl
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ
112 N Caddo St., Lipan
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of
Christ

4219 0ld Granbury Rd.
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of
Christ

3006 Thorp St.
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God
1106 Weatherford Hwy.
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal
4530 Acton Hwy.
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah's
Witnesses

3734 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca
2301 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2201

Our Savior Lutheran
1400 N. Meadows Dr.
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton Methodist
3433 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4242

Cresson United Methodist
110 South Crook St.,
Cresson

469-730-6496

Granbury First United
Methodist

301 Loop 567,
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global
Methodist Church
3410 Glen Rose Hwy
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United
Methodist

5601 Temple Hall Hwy.,
682-317-9385

The Church Of Jesus Christ Of
Latter-Day Saints

1226 Ross Lane
817-573-6825

NAZARENE

Granbury Church Of The
Nazarene

921 Lipan Dr.
817-573-4041

PENTECOSTAL

Hood Pentecostal
3100 Beechwood St.,
817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury
4800 Glen Rose Hwy
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian
303 W. Bridge St.
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day
Adventist

2016 Acton Hwy.
817-326-3573

OTHER

Anchor Fellowship
1300 James Rd.
682-990-8551

Bear Creek Community
18553 South Hwy. 377,
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries
1950 Acton Hwy.
817-579-0968

Calvary Family
3306 Oak Trail Dr.
314-606-1211

Center Point
4332 E. Hwy. 377,
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society
528 N. Crockett
817-573-0457

Crossroads
200 S. Crook St., Cresson
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood
County

2401 Cedar Crest Dr.,
817-579-9332

Generations Church
5718 E. Hwy. 377,
817-326-5378

Hope Community
3206 W. Hwy. 377
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries
3755 Acton Hwy.
817-910-8777

Pure Praise
2901 Glen Rose Hwy.
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel
6101 Rock Church Hwy
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission
Of Granbury

5031 Bandy Rd.
817-573-2669

Stonewater
911 E. US. Hwy. 377
817-579-9175

The Bridge
1107 Weatherford Hwy
254-522-5330

The Heights
1921 Acton Hwy
817-558-2121

The Sanctuary
4400 Daugherty Ct.
817-326-2709

Triple Cross Cowboy
3470 Lipan Hwy
817-279-2470

KM www.vgkia.com

817-573-0400
VAN GRIFFITH KIA

AUTO « HOME « LIFE HEALTH « COMMERCIAL

JOHNNY T.
HARRIS

INSURANCE

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650
Granbury, TX 76049

Granbury Family MedClinic

4 PA.
Robert L. Lee, M.D

/ C ; NP
- J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

Hction

COMPUTERS iilems 2021
817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com

Computer Repair | Upgrades
Networks | IT Services

Locally Owned

100 S. Morgan
& Operated

Granbury
817-573-1154

MARTINS

Funeral Home

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd.

Granbury, TX 76048

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S. ww.lakeview-dental.com
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S. Office Hours by Appointment

Pai Bridgewater

memory care
EMBRACE

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720
www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

SANTO PROPANE
-

1-800-448-7803

Propane Sales System Installations ¢ Tank Leases & Sales

NWOODS

T FURNITURE

736 Hwy. 377 E.  Granbury  817-573-2604

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

2200 Commercial Lane 817.279.1408

Granbury, Texas 76048 www.MyTexasEms.org

Town Square
Title

WAXAHACHIE « MIDLOTHIAN ¢ RED OAK
* BURLESON * GRANBURY « WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 * TowNSQUARETITLE.COM

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com

10

%4 i ay

Eclectic Home & Office Outfitter

This directory is made possible
by these businesses
who encourage all of us to attend
worship services.

ROOFING

& CONSTRUCTION

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

817-579-7800

No branch. canlbear:

¢

“Remain in me, aslllalsolremainlinlyoun?
| ruitoyitself litlmust

remainlinlthelvinedNeither can'you bear
fruitjunless you remain m me.”
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Hood County

CLASSIFIEDS

2050 Four-Wheel Drive 5110 Construction 6070 RV’s/Travel Trailers . . -
Real Estate for Sale 2060 Motorcycles 5120 Clock Repair 6080 Sporting Goods Business Hours Classified Advertising
2070 Pickups & SUVs 5130 Dock repair/Rebuild Employment Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm Cost
1010 Acreage for Sale 2080 Vans & Campers 5140 Electrical Merchandi 8510 General Friday. 8am-1 ' L
1020 Cemetery Lots 2090 Trailers 5150 Electronics Repair erchandise 8520 Construction riday, cam-1pm Classified ads for the
1030 Commercial for Sale 2095 Heavy Equipment 5160 Exterminating 6510 Antiques 8530 Food Services Saturday edition are $17.60
1040 Duplexes for Sale 5170 Fencing 6520 Appliances 8540 Medical/Dental Deadli ) ’
1050 Homes for Sale Farm & Ranch 5180 Floor Coverings 6530 Arts & Crafts 8550 Office Employment eaalines per week f_or 4 lines or less.
1060 Waterfront Homes ] 5190 Health Care 6540 Building Materials 8560 Professional 12 pm Monday for the following Your ad will also appear on
1070 Lots for Sale 3010 Corrals & Fencing 5200 Home Improvement 6550 Computers 8570 Sales Saturday's publication www.hcnews.com during the
1080 Mobiles for Sale 3020 Farm Equipment 5210 Home Services 6560 Electronics 8580 Salon Personnel . : :
1090 Waterfront Mobiles 3030 Feed & Pasture 5220 Landscaping/Tree Service 6570 Firewood 8590 Employment Wanted Special Offers ad run.
1100 Real Estate Notes 3040 Stock Trailers 5230 Interior Design 6580 Furniture 8600 Employment Information | pocyet Stuffers
1110 Townhomes & Condos 3050 Related Items 5240 Masonry 6590 Health 8610 Carpool Information i e
1120 Property For Trade 5250 Mobile Home Service 6600 Air Conditioners Free classified ads. Error Responsihility
1130 Want To Buy Finance 5260 Moving/Hauling 6610 Lawn Equipment Noti Miscellaneous items up to $100.  Customers are asked to
4010 Business Opportunities g%% Egﬂ/bé?gve,/_go” 22%8 M{f;igf{‘ni‘;:ﬁments 9010 Ha I\To:::s Some restrictions apply. check their ad immediately
0ReAaI Estate f:r :ent 28%8 :R\S/g;?%c:nts 5280 Roofing 6635 PockegIStuffel(rjs 9020 Frelépy after it appears in the paper
151 artments for Rent 5290 Paintin 6640 Portable Buildings i i
1520 Cgmmercial for Rent 4040 Mortgages & Notes 2505 Pressurg Washing 0650 Tools 9 3828 Klé)lt)ilclgSNOtlceS Wheels & Deals ?nd Lepé)lrtlat o?ce egny error
1530 Duplexes for Rent 5300 Septic/Sewer 6660 Trees 9050 Personal Lost & Found Place your ad with photo of your ~ found. Glaims for adjustment
1540 Homes for Rent 5310 Small Engine Repair 6670 Wanted 9070 Card of Thanks vehicle for only $65.95. the ad should be made at that time.
1550 Mobiles for Rent Home & Business Services 5320 Secretarial/Office ; . . The Hood County News is
1560 Rooms for Rent 5010 Adult/Elderly Care 5330 Storage Education will run until it sells or up to 2 ) )
1570 Roommates Wanted 5020 A/C Heating Repair 5340 Tractor Service ; Public Sales months. responsible for an |ngorrect
1580 Spaces & Lots 5030 Appliance Repair 5350 Welding ;818 L“ﬁgirc/'“s"ucmn 9570 Auctions ad only the first time it runs,
1590 Townhomes & Condos 5040 Automotive Services 9580 Flea Markets ; 50 check your ads carefully
1600 Want to Rent ; - 7030 Computer Place your ad online at
5050 Bulldozer Services Sports & Recreation 7040 Art Instruction 9590 Out of Town Sales
5060 Business Services Cresson  Garage Sales 76035 | Www.hcnews.com, call
Vehicles 5065 Carports 6010 Boats & Water Sports - Granbury Garage Sales 76048 | 817-573-7066, or visit us at
2010 Automobiles 5070 Cement/Concrete 2858 Eelcfreatlon Livestock & Pets Granbury Garage Sales 76049 | 1504 §_Morgan St
2020 Parts & Accessories 5075 Chimney Sweeping 6020 ngs 8010 Livestock Lipan Garage Sales 76462 : :
2030 Big Trucks & Trailers 5080 Child Care 6050 Hunting/Fishin 8020 Livestock Lost & Found Tolar Garage Sales 76476 -
2040 Classic Automobiles 5090 Cleaning Services I 9 9 8030 Pets visa@®: e -
5100 Computer Services 6060 Pools & Spas 8040 Pets Lost & Found =

CALL 817-573-7066 AND GET RESULTS « HCN CLASSIFIEDS ON THE WEB: WWW.HCNEWS.COM/CLASSIFIEDS

1110 Townhomes & Condos @ 5070  Cement/Concrete i 5200  Home Improvement J 5240 Masonry | 8510 General J 8530 Food Services

For lease available soon, Granbury,
Texas. 2-2.5-2 + office and 150 sq
ft storage. covered patio, fenced,
near Walmart. $1,850/mo, 1 month
deposit. John, 817-578-1045.

1510 Apartments for Rent

$1,2252/1 - 1000 sf
5618 Kemah Granbury-Acton
682-205-3079
leave message (no text)

1530  Duplexes for Rent

Gardens of De Cordova, an
active 55+ community has im-
mediate availability for a one
bedroom at $1,380 and a two
bedroom at $1,695. Amenities
include, daily functions in the
clubroom, garages, covered picnic
area, two stocked ponds, and a
family environment! Call or stop
by today! 5413 Garden Circle

Granbury, 817-910-1230

1540 Homes for Rent

3-2-1 cute house. Fenced yard,
covered patio, move-in ready, 1,200
sq ft, $13,00/mo, Dep $1,000. Pets,
dep $100 per pet. Call 925-925-9841.

DOUG STULTS

CONCRETE
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.
Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

9100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
and more. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial
(817) 579-8450

5110 Construction

Al’s Fencing. *Chain Link, *Barbed
Wire, *Pipe, *Game Fence *Cable,
*Field Fence, *Privacy, *Iron,
*Game Fence, *Cattle Pens,
*Cattle Guards, built and installed.
*Carports, Fence Repairs, *Tree
Removal, “Entrance Ways,

*Construction Clean-Up.
Commercial and residential.
Cell-682-205-6860.

SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION &
HAULING Lumber, Limbs, Trees and
Household trash.

Call 682-205-6860.

5120 Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks
Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140 Electrical

Taking applications now.
Available soon.

3BR SINGLE FAMILY HOME -
GRANBURY With Shop. Just
renovated, Everything is new,
including appliances. Be the first
to rent this newly renovated home!
$1,500/mo. Application Fee $65.

Call (817) 360-5336
K.Vanpatten01@gmail.com

2-1 House nestle

carport w/large storage building,

fenced backyard w/patio.
682-498-0023

3030 Feed & Pasture

200 4x5 round bales. $60 per bale.
817-925-9841.

5070 Cement/Concrete

HARVEY PATTERSON CONCRETE
Bonded-References
(817) 219-7483

JUAREZ CONCRETE

Slabs, Driveways, Patios, Rock Work,
Walls. 817-896-9805.

Quality Work. Free Estimates.

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.

Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

|
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-1ZZ Enterprizes, LLC
NO JOBS TOO SMALL!
(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

9200

Home Improvement

PROFESSIONAL TILE SERVICE
If you appreciate craftsmanship ..
If you have a discerning eye ..
When quality counts ..
PREMIER DESIGNS
- Bathroom remodels -

- Shower experts -
817-905-4441

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC
One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting
A+ BBB Member
snodgrasspaintingandremodeling.
com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
AND REMODELING

30 years experience. Free
Estimates. No Job Too Large or
Small!

Call 817-566-4785

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION

Residential and commercial
construction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a free

estimate. (817) 905-0983

REPAIR RANGERS
Your go 2 handyman.
No job too big or too small.
(817)905-0983

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair
Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939
Dependabhle, Affordable Choice!

AFFORDABLE ROCK WORK
*Sidewalks *Retaining Walls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces
No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

ANYTHING WITH STONE
*Retaining Walls *Patios
*Houses *Repairs *Flower Beds
*Planting *Bobcat Work
*Tomado Shelters
*20+ years *Senior Discount
Insured (817) 919-4487

5260 Moving/Hauling

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY

No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS

Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free
Estimates. We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

Paint. Power washing. Siding.
Window & door installation. Soffit.
Framing. Pergolas. Porches.
Cleanup. Junk Removal. Storage
building. Trim work. Dry wall.
Fences. Concrete & rock work.

817-219-2666

L)
N
CONSTRUCTION WERKS
New construction, remodel,
carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial.
Residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

9265 Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK

Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.

We take all credit cards.
Call 817-566-4785

Granbury ISD is currently looking for
a Director of Maintenance to join our
outstanding Maintenance team. Only
responsible and qualified candidates
need apply. Criminal background
checks and fingerprinting will be
required. Competitive wages and
excellent benefits, including health
insurance and retirement. Apply
online at https://www.granburyisd.
org/jobs Granbury ISD is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Granbury ISD is currently looking for
a Carpenter to join our outstanding
Maintenance team. Only responsible
and qualified candidates need apply.
Criminal background checks and
fingerprinting will be required.
Competitive wages and excellent
benefits, including health insurance
and retirement. Apply online at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Granbury ISD is currently looking
for an HVAC Assistant to join our
outstanding Maintenance team. Only
responsible and qualified candidates
need apply. Criminal background
checks and fingerprinting will be
required. Competitive wages and
excellent benefits, including health
insurance and retirement. Apply
online at https://www.granburyisd.
org/jobs Granbury ISD is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

6620 Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

Now Taking Applications
Competitive Pay
Health Benefits and IRA Offered
Please apply in person at
Taco Casa
3706 E Hwy 377, Granbury

9520 Garage Sales 76048

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE Rummage
Room Open Tues & Thurs, 8am-2pm,
First Sat. of the month 9am-1pm 306
Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

New Beginnings
Resale Shoppe & Boutique

MISSION
GRANBURY 2

817-984-3445
1204 Water's Edge Dr.,

{Acrcss from the Movie Theatre)
#heretchelp
Shop: Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5pm
Sat. 10am - 4pm
Donate; Wed.-Sat. 10am-3pm

FRONT GATE ATTENDANT

needed at North Central Texas
Academy. Please pick up an
application at our front gate
located at 3846 N. Hwy. 144,
Granbury, TX 76048.

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

6670 Wanted

DEVIN'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
FALL SPECIAL 15% OFF
*Remodeling *Painting *Tile
*Granite *Kitchen & Bath
*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock
*Power Washing
*Sheet Rock Repair
*Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE
817-629-9608

5220  Landscaping/Tree

FATHER & SON
Trim * Removal
Senior Discount
817-296-2880

- TRUJILLDS

Lawn Mowing & Edging
Tree Trimming & Removal

also clean
and level lots

NEW SERVICES AVAILABLE

Concrete work, also box blading
driveways, flowerbed cleanup, tree
work, custom tilling. Brush hogging

available, Free estimates.

Senior discount. 817-793-2245

stay connected — hcnews.com

LOCAL RESIDENT-Buying used

or in need of repair: Pickups,
cars, 5th wheel, campers,

ATVs, mobile homes, pontoon,
fishing or larger boats, trailers,
propane tanks, forklifts, tractors,
farm equipment, zero turn
mowers, misc. machinery and/or
equipment. Call fair buyer Dan at
817-629-7531.

8030

JULIE'S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount
(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!
Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway,
Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

8040  Pets Lost & Found
IFYOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,
please contact
Hood County Animal Control,
1550 Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048,
817-573-4277

Part Time Assistant Manager for large
self - storage facility. $18 per hour
with approximately 47.5 hours every
two weeks (alternating Saturdays).
Strong administrative skills and

light maintenance required. Submit
resume to acistorage76048@gmail.
com or drop off at 1650 S. Meadow
Drive, Granbury, Texas 76048.

Hood Coun Ly News

The Hood County News is hiring
responsible, committed part
time help in our insert room.
Job duties include labeling,
bundling and preparing papers
for shipment,

Competitive pay and
great work environment.

Please apply at
1501 S. Morgan St.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

Subscribe
or Advertise
with us
Today!

817-573-7066

Hood Count v News

£
Hood County News

TheHood County News is hiring
aresponsible, committed leader
in our insert room.

The insert supervisor is respon-

sible for coordinating the insert

team to effectively meet multi-
ple daily deadlines.

Must be detail oriented, have
flexible hours and be comfort-
ablein a fast-paced warehouse

environment.

Mechanically inclined and fork-
lift experience are pluses.

Competitive pay and great work
environment.

Please applyat
1501 S. Morgan 5t.

Come join the Hood County
News team!

BROWSE
)

classifieds.hcnews.com

Subscribe
Online

www.hcnews.com/
subscribe

The HCN
Classifieds...

Measuring up to
your expectations
one ad a time.
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BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

xciting upgrades are coming to the Gran-
bury Square Plaza — a major historical
landmark that has been serving the com-
munity for more than a decade.

The Granbury City
Council unanimously select-
ed a contractor to lead the
plaza’s roof replacement
project in the amount of
$252,090 during a regularly
scheduled meeting Nov. 19.

Granbury Historic
Properties Corporation — a
subcomponent of the city
for historic preservation
— first recommended that
the plaza undergo a roof re-
placement after the city ac-
quired the building in June.

“It was kind of like a
three-legged stool of why
we bought it,” City Manager
Chris Coffman said in a pre-
vious Hood County News
article. “Historic preserva-
tion (is one). It’s the front
door to our historic square
and it’s an old building that
needs to be preserved.”

Since 2009, the plaza has
served as an iconic loca-
tion for the city by provid-
ing retail and office space
for businesses, as well as an
outdoor area for events like
birthday parties, weddings,
bands and other intimate
gatherings.

Located at 201 E. Pearl
St., where First United
Methodist Church used to
be, the plazais also home to
Visit Granbury, whose eco-
nomic benefits have played
alarge role in preserving
the historic building.

“Visit Granbury’s there
and they’re our shining
marketing tool for the city.
We want to keep them front
and center,” Coffman previ-
ously said. “The building’s

pretty much rented right
now, but as tenants churn
through, there’s a need for
temporary office space for
these companies that we're
trying to attract to come to
town to create jobs. They
need temporary office space
until they are able to get
their building built.”

Coffman said the goal
is to turn the plaza into
a “shining star” — some-
thing that attracts tourists
to Granbury when they first
pull into town and see it.

“It’s really in a demise
condition right now,” he
had said. “We’re working to
repair the air conditioning,
the roofing, the painting,
and some structural wood-
work needs to be taken care
of on that old plaza area
itself, where the wood’s rot-
ted. It doesn'‘t give us a good
look, so we want to clean
it up and make it really
attractive.”

With the roof being one of
the first projects to restore
the plaza, the city quickly
opened for bids Oct. 24 and
received eight proposals
from contractors.

After reviewing the bids,
the city’s five-member staff
team evaluated the submit-
tals and narrowed it down
to the top three contractors:
CS Advantage, Streamline
Roofing and Tryggr Roofing.

During the Granbury
City Council meeting Nov.
19, Deputy City Manager
Michael Ross told the coun-
cil that staff interviewed all
three companies and recom-

NOISY GARAGE DOOR?
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City greenlights roof replacement project at Granbury Square Plaza

ASHLEY TERRY | HCN FILE PHOTO

The Granbury City Council unanimously selected a contractor to lead the Granbury Square Plaza roof replacement project in the amount of
$252,090 during a regularly scheduled meeting Nov. 19.

mended Streamline Roofing
for the bid in the amount of
$229,173.40.

“Staff and the GHP also
recommend approving a
10% contingency to cover
any unforeseen roofing-re-
lated issues that might arise
as the project progresses
on these historic buildings,”
Ross explained. “The total
expenditure amount being
requested this evening is
$253,090.”

He noted that both
Streamline and Tryggr
were good contractors, had
great references and were
considered “high quality.”
However, Ross added that
while Tryggr had more ex-
perience, the price was the
guiding factor — which led
to the city recommending
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Streamline for the project.

“We came in lower than
we had originally estimat-
ed,” Ross added. “We were
thinking around $300,000
for the project, but the
$229,000 plus the 10% for
contingency, I'm pretty
pleased.”

According to Ross, the
project will not negatively
impact the current tenants
in the plaza. Road closures
are also not expected to
take place around the area
during construction.

“The other good thing
about the low bid is they
were also the fastest,” he
added. “They put five days
(for completion), which
some don’t believe is pos-
sible, but even if it takes 10
days, we're thrilled at the

end of this, because they're
going to mobilize and have
crews working on all three
(buildings) simultaneously.”

Coffman added that the
crew is also willing to work
with the city, meaning con-
struction will not interfere
with any weekend festivals
or events.

As for the future of the
plaza, Coffman said in a
previous council meet-
ing that the city has talked
about potentially expanding
the current parking lot and
has also envisioned creat-
ing an economic develop-
ment incubator system to
help provide resources and
services to new and growing
businesses.

“There would be work-
space available for new

startup businesses through
grants and other things to
help fund that to get them
up and going,” he previous-
ly said. “We don’t have the
vacancy to start that incuba-
tor program yet, but that’s
kind of what we're doing.”

The council previously
approved a budget totaling
$600,000 to fund the im-
provements to the Granbury
Square Plaza, including roof
replacements, parking lot
overlay and miscellaneous
other minor repairs and im-
provements, as approved by
the GHP.

For more information
about Granbury Square
Plaza or for booking details,
go online to VisitGranbury.
com.

2024 PANTRIES OF PLENTY FOOD DRIVE

Weekly Drive-Thru
Food Pantry

Tuesdays 9am to 3pm
Wednesdays 2pm to 5pm
Thursdays 9am to 3pm

#heretohelp

to the many individuals, businesses and organizations that donated
more than 73,000 pounds of non-perishable food and hygiene items
that were donated during our
Pantries of Plenty Food Drive!

MISSION
GRANBURYz

We are amazed and thankful for the generosity and support of our
community as we continue to provide assistance for those in need.

Special thanks to our presenting sponsor:

collection sites

Shottenkirk Automotive Group

You know there is suffering you don’t see...

CHOOSE to see.
CHOOSE to help.

Please consider making a donation this year.
Click on the QR Code to see the list of

Thank you for your support!

817-579-6866

24-hour Crisis Hotline 844-579-6848
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VALE

FROM PAGE A2

race for city council.

“When he ran the first time,
and the second time, and the
third time, he had a rough
go,” Corrigan said. “But he
gave his best effort, and just
the fact that he came back
to go through that again ...
Anyone that has ever run
for public office knows that
it’s not just taxing on your
time, but it’s taxing on your
emotions, it’s taxing on your
family and everyone that’s in
your support circle. So, to do
that as many times as he did,
to stick with it and to keep
going until he was success-
ful in his election, just speaks
volumes to the type of person
that Steve is.”

Jeremy SoRelle, city attor-
ney, touched on how quickly
he and Vale became friends.
He added he appreciates how
Vale always supports organi-
zations like Forward Training
Center and Rotary Club of
Granbury.

“Ican’t go to an event or a
gala or anywhere in town sup-
porting any charities without
seeing Steve there, always
with a smile on his face, al-
ways supporting everything
that he can. The entire com-
munity is going to miss you
man — the whole commu-
nity,” SoRelle said. “I do have
one issue, though.”

“There’s always a cave-
at,” Vale remarked, as he
chuckled.

“Now I have to teach some-
one else to read my hand-
writing when we come out of
executive session,” SoRelle
joked.

Ullom mentioned how
Vale had encouraged him
to run for his position since
February, but that he has
some “very large shoes to
fill.”

“I can only hope that know-
ing that he’s had my back this
whole time, knowing that my
family’s had my back, and
that the community’s had my
back, that we're going to be
able to go forward and hope-
fully I'll have a modicum of

comparativeness to you,”
Ullom said. “But thank you so
much, and I appreciate you.”

Place 4 council member
Skip Overdier said Vale has
not only been a great city
council member, but also a
great friend to him and his
wife, Brenda. Overdier jok-
ingly explained how he was
“ambushed,” by Vale and oth-
er city council members who
tried to convince him to run
for a place on the council.

“As soon as he did that, he
kind of became my de facto
campaign manager, and he
was with me throughout the
whole campaign to explain to
me exactly what I need to do
every hour of every day. He
was just a great inspiration to
me. When I grow up, I want to
be just like Steven,” Overdier
joked.

While Overdier expressed
how difficult it is to see Vale
g0, he acknowledged that
Vale’s contributions have
made Granbury a better place
than it was when he first
came here.

“That’s areal measure of a
person,” he said. “And Steve,
I will tell you that certainly
says a lot about you.”

Jarratt said that while
the council had given some
insight into Vale’s charac-
ter, they didn’t touch on the
tremendous knowledge he
brought with him into the
organization.

“He will talk about his busi-
ness experience; it was solid.
He will talk about the work
that he sent out at the airport,
and it’s solid,” Jarratt said. “I
mean, that knowledge that
he brings to the council is go-
ing to be missed, as well as
the rest of your family ... You
have made a big impact on
this community — and it’s
not too late to change your
mind.”

Vale chuckled and said, “I
got a 26-foot truck over at the
Hilton Garden Inn that would
say we're headed out in the
morning.”

Following the touching re-
marks from his fellow council
members, Vale expressed
congratulations to both
Wadley and Ullom for earning

www.hcnews.com

a place on the council.

“I don’t know about the
rest of you, but hell, I can’t
remember voting for either
one of them,” Vale said, with
a smile.

He also shared how former
council member Tony Mobly
and former Mayor Nin Hulett
“cornered” him downtown
and encouraged him to run
for city council. After saying
no about two or three times,
he decided to instead serve
on the Granbury Planning
and Zoning Commission for
three years.

“I decided to run (for city
council) in 2021 to have some
stability in our community
and on our city council,” Vale
said. “ITran on the platform to
keep Granbury moving for-
ward, and that’s really what
I tried to help do — mission
accomplished.”

Vale touched on how he
also came up with the idea
to host the Great Granbury
Cleanup in 2023, while he
and Coffman were on their
way to a Texas Municipal
League training session in
San Antonio.

“It’s just been a passion of
mine,” he said. “Ilook around
the room, there’s no trash.
That’s good. Anyway, Chris
was very receptive to the
idea, and these guys did a ton
of work, Jeff (Newpher) and
Chuck (Licata), in putting it
all together ... It’s nice driv-
ing around with a clean town,
so hopefully it’s a little bit
better.”

He added that sometimes,
it’s necessary to pause in life
and take a reset — to “change
your latitude,” and “change
your attitude.”

“That’s kind of what we’re
doing,” he said, referring to
his and Lori’s move. “T just
want to say thanks for all
your encouragement, support
and love that you've given to
Loriand I.”

With tears in his eyes, Vale
reflected on his time on the
council and all the meaning-
ful connections he has made
over the years.

“God bless you all,” Vale
added. “And God bless
Granbury, Texas.”

817-573-6917

Ty Andrew

2l 817-573-0488

Financial Advisor

716 E Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76048

edwardjones.com/findyourrich | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

What does it mean to berich?

Maybe it's less about a magic number and more about
discovering the magic in life.

Contact me today, and let's find your rich.

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

1830 N Plaza Drive, Suite B
Granbury 76049
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Taylor A. Mobly
Financial Advisor

1830 N Plaza Drive, Suite B
Granbury 76049
817-268-9137

Chad C. Carroll, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

2007 Rockview Dr.

Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-6115

Oh, deer, he

BY CHLOE LAING
Staff Writer
chloe@hcnews.com

Let’s paint a picture to-
gether, shall we? It is a love-
ly night, and you're driving
down Fall Creek Highway
at dusk. It’s 7 p.m., the win-
dows are open, music is
playing, and you're thinking
life just can’t get any sweet-
er. That’s when it happens
— WHAM!

That’s right, you've hit an-
other deer. It is a tale as old
as time around these parts,
but let’s discuss why this
happens and the steps you
can take to prevent it from
happening again.

Some quick stats for all

my number-lovers out there:

according to Texas Parks
and Wildlife, Texas is home
to over 5.6 million white-tail
deer. Of these 5.6 million
doe-eyed friends, 61,000 of
them will meet an untimely
demise at the end of a bum-
per each year, a number
that begins to skyrocket in
November specifically, but
why?

Objectively, November’s
a busy month for deer. In
Central Texas, deer enter
their 28-day long “rut,” or
mating season in mid-No-
vember. Coincidently, as
rifle season opens Nov. 2,
the rut aligns with that spe-
cial time of year when deer
hunters begin to don their
camo and take to the woods
armed with their rifles and
visions of a lovely backstrap
pot-roast.

These two factors and
how they coincide force
deer to act erratically and
adopt different migratory
patterns. Unfortunately for
you, dear reader, sometimes
these erratic migratory pat-
terns just so happen to be
directly in the path of your
poor Honda Civic.

Now I know we’ve all
heard the term “like a deer
in headlights,” but why ex-
actly do deer freeze when

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEVEN COFFEY, UNSPLASH.COM
According to Texas Parks and Wildlife, Texas is home to over 5.6
million white-tail deer. Of these 5.6 million doe-eyed friends,
61,000 of them will meet an untimely demise at the end of
abumper each year, anumber that begins to skyrocket in

November.

faced with imminent death?
According to an article
in the New York Times, “by
human standards, deer are
‘legally blind.”” As they are
typically most active during
the early morning and at
dusk, their eyes are adapt-
ed to low-light scenarios,
meaning their pupils are
smaller and more light-re-
strictive than humans.’ This
means that as you suddenly
flash your headlights into

their eyes, they’re temporar-

ily blinded, restricting their
ability to flee.

So, what can you do
to stop the madness?
According to the Insurance
Information Institute,
there are several tactics
you should consider as a
driver to protect yourself
— and our town’s native
fauna — from incurring any
damages:

e Use high beams —
Using high beam headlights
when there is no on-coming
traffic increases your field
of vision at night and allows
you to see any critters that
may enter your path.

o Stay attentive during
peak deer activity — deer
are most active between
sunset and midnight, so be
exceedingly cautious during

3 s

these times.

e Take notice of deer-
crossing zones — areas
with high deer traffic are
marked by a diamond
shaped sign with a deer in
the center.

e Understand deer travel
in herds — if you see one
deer on the shoulder, there
likely are other deer in the
area that you have yet to
see.
o Brake firmly and stay
within your lane — give
both yourself and the deer
time to process the situa-
tion by braking firmly and
be sure to stay in your lane
at all costs in case of oncom-
ing traffic.

e Use your horn — if you
notice a deer on or near the
road, give your horn a short
blast to scare it away.

o Just hit them — if worse
comes to worst and it’s too
late to implement the above
tactics, just hit the deer. The
sad truth is that you have
much greater odds of not
getting into a serious ac-
cident by hitting them than
you do by trying to swerve
around them.

For more tips and tricks,
see tpwd.texas.gov.

Bring an unwrapped toy for a BOY or GIRL & join us in the spirit of GIVING!!!

Benefitting Hood County Christmas for Children

Burgers, chips, and drinks will be served and sponsored by O’Reilly Auto Parts

STAY CONNECTED AT

HCNEWS.COM

>>>> \Want your news online?

Subscribe to the Hood County News and get breaking news, local events, sports coverage, classified
ads, weather, videos, photos, coupons, sound off,
opinion poll, garage sale maps at your fingertips.
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hcnews.com
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CALENDAR

ONGOING
FORWARD TRAINING
Center “Beginner Typing
Skills” class. Call 817-573-6677
or email info@forwardtrain-
ingcenter.org

THE GRANBURY Doll
Club is looking for docents
and volunteers on Fridays
and Saturdays. Call 817-894-
5194.

FRIDAY, NOV. 29

“HOMICIDE IN the
Hood" book signing by
native and local author Kelli
Martin at Paradise Bistro and
Coffee Company from 4-6
p.m. Books available for pur-
chase; autographs available.

TUESDAY, DEC. 3

DOG MAN book release
party from 3:30-5:30 p.m. at
Arts & Letters Book Store, 113
E. Bridge St., Granbury. The
13th book in the series titled
“Big Jim Begins” will be avail-
able. Event includes snacks,
games and maybe even Dog
Man himself! Special guests
are shelter pups available for
adoption. Call for preorders.

OPERA GUILD of Gran-
bury meeting at DeCordova
Bend Country Club, 5301
Country Club Drive. Check-
in/social time at 10 a.m.,
entertainment “For His Glory”
begins at 11 a.m. with meet-
ing beginning at 11:30 a.m.
Buffet lunch is at noon. $18
for lunch (ham, scalloped
potatoes, vegetable medley,
salad and rolls, red velvet
cake) payable by cash or
check. Contact granburyog@
gmail.com or 817-776-2898.

FRIDAY, DEC. 6

MELODY BELLES singers
present “Believe” annual
Christmas concert at First
Presbyterian Church, 303 W.
Bridge St. at 6 p.m. Candle-
light Tour musical entertain-
ment. Free to the public.
Donations welcome. Details:
817-999-1364.

SATURDAY, DEC.7

CHRISTMAS HOLI-
DAY Festival at VFW Riley
Stephens Memorial Post
7835,3670 W. U.S. Highway
377 from noon to 6 p.m.
Free Santa selfies, children'’s
games and crafts and ven-

included.

is available.

TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS

Information should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event for consideration. The Community Calendar is a free listing
in the Hood County News to inform readers of programs, special
meetings and nonprofit events. The event should be open to the
public and free to attend. Email the who, what, when and where.
Include the meeting location and a street address for the loca-
tion. The topic for the meeting, program or guest speaker must be

EMAIL TO: calendar@hcnews.com.
Calendarinformation runs in chronological order as space

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

817-573-1154

dors. For more information,
817-578-9358.

SUNDAY, DEC. 8
DR.ZVONY Nagy

performs an Advent Organ
Concert from 4-7 p.m. at
Good Shepherd Anglican
Church, 3601 Fall Creek
Highway, Granbury. The
world-renowned organist will
present a beautiful selection
of Advent carols from well-
known favorites to classical
compositions. After the
performance, please stay and
enjoy a delightful reception
with light refreshments.

MONDAY, DEC. 9

THE NORTH Central
Texas Civil War Roundtable
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at
Spring Creek Barbeque, 317
E. U.S. Highway 377. Program
by Dr. Anne Bailey, profes-
sor emerita of history at the
Liberal Arts College of the
University of Georgia, who
will speak about reasons and
attitudes of the Texans who
fought for the Confederacy.
Visitors are welcome, and
there is no charge for first
time attendees. For more
information, visit our website
at http://www.ncentexcwrt.
com. or call David Wells at
817-579-5769 or Bill Dyess at
817-326-8216.

GRANBURY MEMO-
RIAL Chapter 238 of the DAV
business meeting, 7 p.m.
at 959 Charterhouse Circle.
Discussions about items
affecting Veterans and their
families. For information call
682-719-5560.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER
12

“OH, HOLY Night”
Christmas concertat 7 p.m.
performed by the Granbury
Civic Chorus at Acton Meth-
odist Church, 3433 Fall Creek
Highway, Granbury. Ques-
tions call 832-465-6159

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13

MELODY BELLES singers
present “Believe” Christmas
concert followed by lunch.
Public invited. Program, 11
a.m. at DeCordova Bend
Estates Country Club. $18 per
person. For reservations, call
the Club at 817-326-2381.

WILEY
FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATION
SERVICES

“Family owned
and operated”

GRANBURY
817-573-3000

www.hcnews.com

VETERAN’S VOICE

Should I hire an
attorney to file my claim?

BY LINDA MALLON

Linda Mallon, a retired Army master
sergeant, found her niche working with

| veterans and their families in Granbury.
She is a former claims administrator for
Blue Shield of New Jersey and later senior
personnel sergeant, taking care of soldiers’
careers for more than 20 years. Imallon@

HoodCounty.Texas.gov | 817-579-3292.

f an attorney tells you they need payment up

front to prepare your claim, I say absolute-

ly not. A VA accredited attorney will file for

power of attorney and a fee agreement with
the Department of Veterans Affairs and charge the
claimant a fee after a decision has been made on

the claim.

“Based on your experi-
ence” will this claim be ap-
proved? Or “how will this
claim be rated?” I can’t an-
swer that question because
every case is different and
the examiner who handles
your case may have infor-
mation at the time of their
review that I don’t have. We
send the best evidence we
can with the most complete
and correct claim informa-
tion and wait for the VA to
make a rating decision be-
fore we move forward either
to accept the decision, chal-
lenge it with new evidence,
request a higher-level re-
view, or appeal if needed.

Attorneys cannot guaran-
tee an outcome on a claim
any more than I can, so
beware of any representa-
tive who says “oh, yeah we’ll

get you rated 100% on this”
or “this will absolutely be
approved.” We also cannot
predict how long it will take
to process a claim. The VA
has been experiencing back-
logs in the mail portal and
there are other factors, such
as where the claim was as-
signed and how much more
information they may need
in the evidence gathering
process. My rule of thumb is
to wait at least 30 to 90 days
before making an inquiry.
Once you hire an accredited
attorney and appoint them
as your representative, [ am
no longer your represen-
tative and have no further
access to your claim file,
So any questions on status
should be addressed to your
attorney.

Some people are un-

aware that the Department
of Veterans Affairs has
Veterans Service Officers
like myself assigned in
every county, trained af-
filiates accredited through
recognized Veteran Service
Organizations who file
these claims free of charge.
This lack of knowledge can
make some people vulner-
able to predators who ad-
vertise guaranteed results
on VA claims for a fee.
“Pension Poachers” prowl
independent and assisted
living facilities targeting po-
tential residents and charge
for their services, stating
they can guarantee a favor-
able outcome for your VA
claim to help pay for the
facility through the VA’s
Pension Aid and Attendance
Program.

These poachers often
convince senior veterans to
hide assets, make financial
maneuvers and engage in
other unethical practices,
artificially qualifying in-
dividuals for VA benefits.
Once the claimant pays the
fee and the VA rating is
received, the whole thing
can backfire because of the
VA’s three-year look-back
rules on financial assets
potentially disqualifying
claimants for the benefits
they applied for. The ad-
vice these poachers give
to get a Pension Aid and

Attendance claim approved
could also potentially tie
up much needed assets.
These organizations make a
lot of money claiming they
can help veterans and are
completely unaccountable
if the VA should determine
that a claimant doesn’t actu-
ally qualify for the benefit
and may even have to pay it
back. They don’t want you
to know about Accredited
and Affiliated County
Veteran Service Officers
like me because it’s “bad
for business.” Remember,
they are not accredited so
their signature is not on
that claim — yours is — so
make sure you only use
experienced, affiliated and
accredited representatives
to work with you. Be wise,
be safe and before filing
for any VA benefits, find an
accredited representative
near you through the Office
of General Council https://
WWW.va.gov/ogc/apps/ac-
creditation/index.asp .

My name is listed there
also as the VA Affiliated,
TVC and VFW Accredited
Representative for Hood
and Somervell Counties.
Please pass this website
on to friends and family
throughout the state and
the country if they need
assistance. Let’s put these
poachers out of business.
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Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS
AND MONUMENTS,
CEMETERY PLOTS,

CREMATION GARDENS,

MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and
we’ll help you plan ahead
& save.

(817) 279 - 7270
1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX
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SAME PAPER

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Inflation-fighting strategies for retirees

TAYLOR MOBLY
Edward Jones
Financial Adviser

At different times, infla-
tion may be high or low, but,
except in those rare periods
of deflation, it’s always with
us. During your working
years, when you may receive
boosts in your salary, you
at least have the potential
to keep up with inflation —
but what happens when you
retire? As a retiree, what can
you do to cope with the ris-
ing cost of living?

Here are a few suggestions:

KEEP SOME GROWTH
POTENTIAL INYOUR
INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO

During your retirement

years, you may
want to move
your portfolio
toward a some-
what more
conservative
approach by
owning invest-
ments that
offer significant protection
of principal. However, these
same investments offer little
in the way of growth, which
means they are susceptible
to inflation. Consequently,
you’ll also need to own a rea-
sonable amount in growth-
oriented investments, such
as stocks and stock-based
securities. Of course, these
investments will fluctu-

ate in value as the financial
markets move up and down,
but by owning some more

Taylor Mobly

conservative investments,

you can reduce the overall
impact of market volatility
on your portfolio.

CONSIDER INFLATION-
ADJUSTED BONDS

You might want to con-
sider Treasury Inflation-
Protected Securities (TIPS),
which are indexed to the
Consumer Price Index, so
the principal increases with
inflation (and decreases with
deflation). Another inflation-
adjusted Treasury security
is the I bond, which differs
from TIPS in that the princi-
pal doesn’t change but the
interest rate does, every six
months, based on a combi-
nation of a fixed interest rate
and the inflation rate. Like
all investments, though, TIPS

and I bonds have various
features and risks of which
you should be aware before
investing.

DELAY TAKING
SOCIAL SECURITY

You can start collecting
Social Security benefits at
62, but your monthly checks
will be much bigger if you
wait until your full retire-
ment age, likely between 66
and 67. You would receive
the maximum amount if
you waited until 70 before
collecting. Of course, if you
need the money to help sup-
port your retirement, you
may not be able to afford to
wait, but if you can, your big-
ger checks can be a big help
against inflation.

DON'T HOLD TOO MUCH CASH
During your working
years, it’s a good idea to have
an emergency fund contain-
ing several months’ worth
of living expenses in liquid,
low-risk accounts. And when
you're retired, you might
want to have up to year’s
worth of expenses in such
a fund. But be careful about
holding too much cash, as it
will lose purchasing power
each year due to inflation.
Instead, when keeping cash,
seek the “Goldilocks” solu-
tion — not too little, not
too much, but just the right
amount.

THINK ABOUT EXTENDING

YOUR EMPLOYMENT
If you like what you do,

you might want to consider
working a few years lon-

ger than you had originally
intended. Not only will you
be bringing in more income,
but you could also continue
to contribute to retirement
accounts, including your IRA
and 401(k). Even if you don’t
want to continue working
full time, you could do some
part-time work or consult-
ing. Any earned income you
bring in can help in your
fight against inflation.

You can’t control the cost
of living, but by making
some of the moves described
above, you can help yourself
mount a defense against the
effects of inflation during
your retirement years.

PAID ADVERTORIAL
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EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Do you or someone
you know have a problem with
alcohol? Meetings daily at 10
a.m., noon and 7 p.m. at 1205
Lipan Highway, Granbury.

SUNDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

ACTON 12 Step Group
meets at 7 p.m. at 3609 Acton
Highway (behind Madison
Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out
AA-Alcoholics Anonymous.
Closed discussion for women
only. Meets every Saturday at
10 a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For
more information call 317-772-
8124

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Life grief
support group meets from 3-5
p.m. for those who have lost
a loved one through death,
including the loss of a spouse,
child, parent, sibling or close
friend. For the past 28 years,
this group has helped people
work through their grief pro-
cess. Next session begins Oct.
20. Christian based, nonde-
nominational and welcome all
who are suffering. Parish Hall
of St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
Church. For more information,
call Phillis and Bill Brewer at
817-573-8915 or Sherry Bing-
ham at 817-657-0822.

www.hcnews.com

SUPPORT

SYSTEMS

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON
group meets every Monday
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian
Church, fellowship hall, west
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St.

ACTON AL-ANON 12 Step
Group meeting noonto 1 p.m.
Located in the Acton Library
in the same building as fire
department, 6430 Smokey Hill
Court. For more information
call 817-308-3300.

ONGOING PEDALING for
Parkinson'’s classes at the Hood
County YMCA. Stop by front
desk for paperwork packet
and info. Doctor’s release
required before your first class.
Classes are on stationary bikes
and assistance is provided by
certified instructors. Mondays
and Thursdays from 1-2 p.m.
Pedaling a bike from 80-90
RPM:s for 40 minutes has been
proven to help with Parkin-
son’s symptoms. Call for more
information 817-408-0559.

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKIN-
SON'’S in Granbury. 12:30-1:30
p.m. A noncontact boxing
and fitness program designed
for people with Parkinson's
Disease. First Christian Church,
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377 (next
door to Tractor Supply).

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK
seminar. Next session begins
Sept. 10, 6:30-8 p.m. Presented
by StoneWater Church, Gran-

bury, this program is a support
group designed to help
rebuild lives. Book for course,
$20, “Finding hope after the
loss of a loved one.” Register:
GriefShare.StoneWaterChurch.
com or call 817-579-9175. May
call anytime for help.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY,
Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram. Free dinner 6-6:45 p.m.,
large group meetings 7-8 p.m.,
small group meetings 8-9 p.m.
Lakeside Baptist Church, 500
W. Bluebonnet Drive. 817-573-
2094. Questions: Tim White
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce
254-396-5918.

ACTON 12 -Step Women's
Group meets at 5:30 p.m. at
3609 Acton Highway (behind
Madison Park).

EVERY THURSDAY
TAKE OFF Pounds Sen-
sibly (TOPS). 8:45-10:45 a.m.
Lakeside Baptist Church, room
133C, 500 W. Bluebonnet
Drive. Maximum weight scale:
400 pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY
seminar and support recovery
seminar and support group
meets at 10 a.m. at Interim
Hospice, 1314 Paluxy Drive,
Suite 200. Childcare is not
provided. Fee for Griefshare
workbook is $15. Details: 817-
573-7474.

RE|ENGAGE MARRIAGE
Enrichment meets every

Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at Stone-
Water Church in Granbury.

For more information email to
paige.kitchens@stonewater-
church.com.

ACTON 12 -Step Women's
Group meets at 5:30 p.m. at
3609 Acton Highway (behind
Madison Park).

ONGOING PEDALING for
Parkinson’s classes at the Hood
County YMCA. Stop by front
desk for paperwork packet
and info. Doctor’s release
required before your first class.
Classes are on stationary bikes
and assistance is provided by
certified instructors. Mondays
and Thursdays from 1-2 p.m.
Pedaling a bike from 80-90
RPM:s for 40 minutes has been
proven to help with Parkin-
son’s symptoms. Call for more
information 817-408-0559.

EVERY FRIDAY

CELEBRATE RECOVERY,
Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram. 12 step groups 7-8 p.m.,
“Friday Night Live! Church”
8:15-9 p.m. Lakeside Baptist
Church, 500 W. Bluebonnet
Drive. 817-573-2094. Ques-
tions: Tim White 817-223-0973
or Becky Pierce 254-396-5918.

ACTON AL-ANON 12 Step
Group meeting noon to 1 p.m.
Located in the Acton Library
in the same building as fire
department, 6430 Smokey Hill
Court. For more information
call 817-308-3300.

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRST TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER'’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church,
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For
caregivers, family members,
friends and anyone in the
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND MONDAY

LOCAL CHAPTER 238
of the Disabled American
Veterans now meets at Char-
terhouse, 959 Charterhouse
Circle, Granbury at 7 pm. The
purpose of each meeting is
to help the Veterans Admin-
istration keep its promise to
take care of disabled veterans
and to promote camaraderie
among veterans, both men
and women.

SECOND SATURDAY
GRIEF SUPPORT group

for anyone grieving a loss in
their life. This is an informal
gathering over breakfast.
Please join us for conversation
and community, location var-
ies. Call for info: Amy Dwight
817-894-2449 or Danny Dwight

817-219-9833.

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church,
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For
caregivers, family members,
friends and anyone in the
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FOURTH TUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT
Group, T p.m. at Lakestone Ter-
race, 916 E. U.S. Highway 377.
Open for those with Parkin-
son’s Disease and their families
wanting to understand more
about this disease. Details: 817-
999-1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group
for anyone grieving a loss in
their life. This is an informal
gathering over breakfast.
Please join us for conversation
and community. Location var-
ies. Call for info: Amy Dwight
817-894-2449, or Danny
Dwight 817-219-9833.

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to
calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.

SWEET

FROM PAGE A6

— literally.

The highly anticipated des-
sert competition allowed em-
ployees the opportunity to
test their culi-nary skills and
creativity by baking a favor-
ite family recipe that would
impress the local judges.

As Granbury Chamber of
Commerce Interim President
Holly Martin, Place 6 council
member Greg Corrigan and
yours truly served as judges,
it was clear this decision
would not simply be a piece
of cake — pun intended.

From decadent pies to rich
cakes, the competition was
fierce as nine employees
tried their hand at creating
a dessert so mouthwater-
ing that we would have no
choice but to crown them
the ulti-mate holiday dessert
champion.

While it was a tough deci-
sion, three treats stood out
among the rest — proving
they were truly “batter” than
the competition.

The top three winners were
awarded cash prizes, with
first place taking home $100,
second place receiving $70
and third place earning $40.

The winners were:

e First place: Pecan
Pie Cheesecake by Emily
Guerrero

e Second place: Memaw’s
Mountain Dew Apple
Dumplings by Kristen Hicks

e Third place: Bundt Butter
Pumpkin Cake with caramel
sauce by Patricia Ridley

With the winner receiving
not only bragging rights, but
also a “sweet” cash prize, the
dessert showdown was defi-
nitely a delicious highlight

Holiday Luncheon,” Mar-tin
said. “It was not easy choos-
ing the top three desserts ...
they were all so good! I defi-
nitely got my sugar fix for a
while! I was honored to be a
judge and would love to get
to do it again next year.”

For Corrigan though, this
wasn’t his first rodeo, as the
council member shared this
was his fourth year to serve
as a dessert judge for the
luncheon.

“Every year the quality of
dessert gets better and more
difficult to judge,” he said. “I
always appre-ciate the invite
and will continue to judge as
long as they will have me.”

While the dessert competi-
tion may have been the icing
on the cake, Hood County
Treasurer Leigh Ann McCoy
shared that the event’s goal
is a way to thank all 389
county employees for a job
well done.

“We look forward to the
county luncheon every year,
to give back and serve the
employees,” she said. “T hope
the employees always know
how much they are appreci-
ated by each and every one
of the elected and appointed
officials.”

As Precinct 1 Justice of the
Peace Roger “Cotton” Howell
led the event with raffles and
cash give-aways, employees
were treated to a delicious
holiday meal complete with
turkey, ham, mashed po-
tatoes, gravy, green beans,
rolls, cranberry sauce, and —
as mentioned above — a lot
of desserts.

The event was made pos-
sible thanks to the gener-
ous contributions of local
businesses and individ-uals,
including:

e Jacque Gordon - Keller

e Bob’s Off the Square

e Raising Canes Chicken

e Chick-Fil-A

e Christina’s American
Table

e Farina’s Winery & Cafe

e Firehouse Cafe

e Fisherman’s Corner

e Freddy’s Frozen Custard
& Steakburgers

e Fuego Mexican Food

e Granbury Theatre
Company

e Grumps Burgers

e Hill City Chop House

e Ketzler’s Schnitzel Haus
& Biergarten

e Massey’s BBQ

e Mimi and B’s Mercantile

e Pastafina

e Pearl Street Station

e Randy’s Shrimp & Oyster
Bar

e Silver Saddle Saloon

e Steve Berry

o Stumpy’s Lakeside Grill

e Texas Flatbread House

o Triple G Cafe

e Visit Granbury

e Vito’s Italian Kitchen

For me, I truly enjoyed
getting to serve as the third
judge for the dessert compe-
tition, but it was definitely
not a “cake walk!”

With each bite, I was not
only amazed by the cre-
ativity and effort that went
into every dessert, but the
deliciousness as well, which
made it nearly impossible to
choose the top three.

Ultimately though, I had a
great time and I was honored
to be part of such a sweet
tradition with two of Hood
County’s finest leaders.

As another Hood County
Employee Holiday Luncheon
comes to a close, everyone
involved can re-flect back
on an afternoon filled with
delicious desserts, generous

for everyone involved. °J donations and camaraderie
“I'had a blast judging Wllhams, Brazos West among coworkers — remind-
the desserts for the Hood * Babe's Chicken Dinner ing us all that life truly is
County Employee Annual House what you “bake” it.
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WREATHS

FROM PAGE A6

News.

The ladies of the
Elizabeth Crocket chapter
invite you to join them in
Acton Cemetery at 12 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 to share
in honoring the sacrifices
of veterans and their fami-
lies. Acton Cemetery is the
final resting place of more

the ladies of the DAR need
over 500 wreath donations
to reach their goal. Each

than 500 veterans, meaning

wreath costs $17, and for
each wreath purchased, $5
will be returned by Wreaths
Across America and do-
nated to the Granbury High
School JROTC.

Acton Cemetery is a
20,000-acre Texas histori-
cal site housing more than
3,000 graves, 500 of which
are the final resting places
of fallen United States vet-
erans. Acton Cemetery is
notable for the grave of
Elizabeth Crockett, Texas
revolutionary and wife of
Alamo hero Davy Crockett,
and the woman for whom

TexSCAN Week of
Nov. 24-30, 2024

MEDICA )
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Granbury’s DAR chapter

is named. The chapter will
lead a brief ceremony com-
memorating the service of
the fallen, prisoners of war,
missing in action, and cur-
rently active members of
the U.S. military, followed
by the solemn distribution
of wreaths.

Wreaths can be pur-
chased either through the
Wreaths of America web-
site www.wreathsacros-
samerica.org, or through
Kathy Hanlon by mail at
6316 Carrizo Drive, Gran-
bury, TX 76049.

AUCTIONS

Commercial Office and Warehouse on 2+ Acres
For Sale Via Online Public Auction. 975 Southview
Circle, Center, TX. Bid Online Nov 23rd - 26th at
capauctions.com.

43rd Annual Oklahoma Select Sale — Sat. Dec 7, 11
a.m., Atoka Livestock Auction. Selling 60 Limousin
& LimFlex Bulls, 25 Lim-Flex Bred and open heifers.
Bid online at LiveAuctions. TV, ronn(@cj-auctions.com,
918-629-9382.

Construction Equipment Auction — Thurs., Dec. 5.
Houston items sell no reserve. Includes: haul trucks,
excavators, dozers, wheel loaders and more. All items
sold “AS IS.” 10% buyers premium applies. Aaron
McKee, TX Lic. #16401. Bid now, purplewave.com.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

EVENTS

Pleasanton, TX — Merry on Main, Dec. 6 & 7. Light
parade, fireworks, a variety of vendors, live music,
carols, Little Miss Merry on Main, and the lighting of
the Christmas tree that marks the start of the season.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jim’s Metal Roof Coatings — Roof coating: leak
repair, bin tops, roofing (metal/galvanized); painting:
metal building (steel or aluminum), house (exterior).
325-436-4039.

Medicare questions? Hermann Sons Life has you
covered. Retiring, new to Medicare, questions about
changes to your current coverage — real answers
from your trusted Hermann Sons Life Medicare Agent.
Hermannsonslife.org, 210-527-9113, 877-437-6261.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 - Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Warrens Backyard
2901 Weatherford Hwy, Granbury, TX 76049
25-DAY EVENT, HUGE CHRISTMAS LIGHT SHOWCASE, A
200" INFLA E CHRISTMAS OBSTACLE COURSE,
HOLIDAY ETPLACE, LIVE MUSIC, HOLIDAY-
INSPIRED DRINKS, FOOD TRUCKS, AND MUCH MORE!

2&Hilton

Garden Inn

(@oged. prfc_k@
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A winter wonderland awaits at Granbury’s

Christmas Showcase and Market

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the Hood County News
micky@hcnews.com

ranbury is lighting up this holiday
season with a brand-new Christmas
tradition that promises to become a
staple for years to come. Introducing
the Granbury Christmas Showcase and Market, a
25-day extravaganza blending festive fun, family-
friendly activities and a touch of holiday magic—
all nestled in the beautiful pecan orchards of War-
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PORTION OF TICKET SALES GO
DIRECTLY TO CHILDREN IN OUR
AREA THAT ARE BATTLING CANCER

COURTESY GRAPHICS

ren’s Backyard.

AN ENCHANTING
EXPERIENCE FOR ALL

Running nightly from
Nov. 29 — Black Friday —
to Dec. 23, the showcase
invites visitors from 4:30
p-m. to 10 p.m., and possi-
bly later if the holiday cheer
demands. The eventis a
first for Granbury, and its
organizers, Brandon Stier
of Stier Events and Jeremy
Newberry of Warren’s
Backyard, are thrilled to
bring this magical experi-
ence to the community.

“This event is a full-blown
Christmas light showcase,”
Stier explained during our
interview. “We’re talk-
ing about a massive walk-
through display of inflata-
bles and lighting setups, all
spread under the gorgeous,
historic pecan trees that are
over 80 years old. It’s an in-
credibly Texan setting, and

there’s nothing quite like it.”

The immersive experience
doesn’t stop at twinkling
lights. For kids, and kids at
heart, there’s a 200-foot in-
flatable Christmas obstacle
course — a highlight that
combines bounce house
vibes with friendly competi-
tion. Tickets include unlim-
ited access to the obstacle

course, so feel free to race
your friends or take a lei-
surely stroll through its fes-
tive twists and turns.

And don’t worry if you've
seen the light show once —
there’s always something
new to discover. A rotating
holiday marketplace en-
sures that visitors will find
unique vendors and deli-
cious treats each time they
return. “We've designed
it so that no two visits are
exactly the same,” Stier
shared. “The market chang-
es, the food vendors rotate,
and there’s always some-
thing fresh to enjoy.”

ATASTE OF THE HOLIDAYS

If holiday cheer makes
you thirsty, Warren's
Backyard has you covered.
Guests can enjoy warm
drinks for all ages, from
hot chocolate and hot ci-
der to creative concoctions
like their “Cinnamon Toast
Crunch Hot Chocolate.”
For adults looking to un-
wind, the bar will also serve
holiday-inspired cocktails.
“It’s all about making the
experience magical for both
kids and parents,” Newberry
said. “The property will be
set up so that parents can

grab a drink while their kids
enjoy the activities — every-
thing’s safe and contained.”

FESTIVE ACTIVITIES GALORE

In addition to lights, food
and drinks, there’s plenty
more to keep the whole fam-
ily entertained:

Let it snow: While
Granbury may not see real
snow this year, the event
promises a flurry of faux
snow for kids to play in.

Photo opportunities:
Don’t forget to “take an
Elfy” at one of the many
holiday photo stations scat-
tered throughout the venue.

Treasure hunts: Kids
can embark on a scavenger
hunt through the displays,
with prizes like stickers and
candy canes for those who
solve the puzzle.

TICKET PRICING AND

CHARITABLE GIVING

Tickets are available only
at the gate, making entry
simple and stress-free. The
prices are:

e Ages 2 and under: Free

e Ages 2-8:$10

e Ages 8 and over: $15

Best of all, the event has
a heartwarming mission
beyond just spreading
Christmas cheer. A portion
of every ticket sale will be
donated to Along Comes
Hope, a nonprofit organi-
zation supporting children
in the local area battling
cancer. “I've worked with
this nonprofit before, and
they do incredible work,”
Stier said. “We’re honored to
contribute to their mission
through this event.”

A COMMUNITY EFFORT
The Granbury Christmas
Showcase and Market isn't

just about creating a fun
holiday atmosphere; it’s
also about celebrating com-
munity partnerships. While
Warren’s Backyard provides
the perfect venue, Visit
Granbury and downtown
merchants are working
hand-in-hand with the event
to make the holiday season
truly magical.

The organizers have also
secured local sponsors to
help make the event a real-
ity, including Built to Last
Furniture, the Hilton Garden
Inn and more. Free parking
sweetens the deal, ensuring
a hassle-free visit for guests.

“Everything about this
event has been built with
the community in mind,”
Newberry emphasized. “We
want people to feel like this
is a part of Granbury’s holi-
day tradition for years to
come.”

PLAN YOUR VISIT

Whether you're coming
for the lights, the food or to
bask in the holiday spirit,
the Granbury Christmas
Showcase and Market has
something for everyone.
Make it a part of your fam-
ily’s holiday plans this year
and prepare to be dazzled!

For more information,
visit the event website at
www.granburychristmas-
market.com or scan the QR
code below.

SCAN HERE

Cyoiw 77/

for our llood County News
Facebook Live Event
at Mattressville
Saturday Nov. 30

from 10 a.m. to Noon!

Come see Micky
and Sam and
get a special

price on a great

B G mattress!

We will be giving subscriptions
to the HCN, movie passes, and
lots of fun stuff!

Est. 2017

attressvi

4061 East Hwy 377 - Granbury - (817) 910-8957
mattressville.com

KNIEPER

TEAM

REAL ESTATE

817-219-0456

WeSellGranbury.com
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BLACK FRIDAY

RIGHT

€verything in the T'() —
ARLEY
./j <
All
Pre-owned
Handguns

$100 OFF 10% OFF

Kimber K65 Revolver)| Taurus TX22 || All Smith & Taurus
X 1] o o
Competition Wesson M&P’s|Spectrum .380
SHOTGUNS
e All Mosshurg Shotguns. ............. $100 off
* Radikal MKX3 $150 off
® Rossi Tuffy .410 $124.99
SUPPRESSORS
e All Suppressors 10% off
ACCESSORIES .
Find
® Holsters & Hogue........cceccunnnsee 75% off I:n ?;re
Free .22 rifle with purchase offered as a 2 Maguzl.nes 50% off website!
E ; rebate through Springfield o All Optics/Scopes/Lasers .......... up to 35% off f
Kalashnikov KR9 Springfield Waypoint o All Cleaning Accessories cveu.usse. 50% off RighttoCarey.com
2020 .308 e Tannerite 50% off
e All Hunting ltems ........ccceeeuunee up to 75% off
Additional in store specials and bid sheets on bulk items! ® 1-9 boxes of ammo................... 10% off
® 10 or more boxes ammo............ 20% off 10

Applies:to-in stock-items only — ALL SALES ARE FINAL

108 Gateway Hills Lane | Granbury | (817) 326-6478

Ca.l'ey & Sons Marine

Est. 1962

Crownline, iKon,

Nautic Star SSKEISTON(OLE

Veranda Pontoons  $BK = S12iK OFF

$2,500 - $5K
OFHA

Xpress Fishing Boats

Everything in the
store

» 15%

Women’'s &
Men’'s Hey Dudes

Men’'s Under
Armour Fishing
Apparel

EST. 2021

75%
OFF

Fishing poles &
accessories

Holiday Dumpster
Rentals in December

~ T5%
™ OFF

Select Marine
Accessories

Find more on
our website!

Select Trolling
Motors

Select Marine

Electronics careyoffdumpster.com

Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (See Dealer for specific discount guidelines) 940'456'2489

((All rebates and promotions are subject to and dictated by the delivery date and manufacturer guidelines)) )
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BACK WITH RENEWED
ENTHUSIASM

TOLAR'S BROWN HAS NEW OUTLOGOKYAT GAME
"4
&

~ BYRICK MAUCH
~ Special to the

entered the Rattlers’ second round
playoff game with 1,268 rushing

ing a block — but now there’s an
even more concerted effort to be a

Hood County News

If it seems as though Tolar run-
ning back Peyton Brown is on a mis-
' sion this season, well, he is.
While it was a season ago, the
| ankle injury that sidelined him for
almost all the regular season (seven
games) in 2023 is now an inspira-
~ tion to him in a comeback year —
which also happens to be his senior
season.
“I've learned to focus more on the

| entire team, everybody have fun,

not just me running the ball,” Brown
4 said.

% Of course, it’s hard not to focus on
¢ Brown. After all, he runs the ball so

|| well. This season, at press time he

yards and 19 rushing touchdowns.

For his career, despite the injury,
he is one of the state’s most prolific
running backs. Through the opening
round of the playoffs, his career to-
tals of 5,999 yards and 108 touch-
downs rank among the best ever in
the state.

In 2022 his 2,777 yards and 49
touchdowns ranked him among the
best in the entire nation.

And while he’s proud of those
numbers, he’s even more proud of
how he has bounced back and how
he has arenewed enthusiasm for
the team portion of the game. Not
that he wasn’t a team player before
— without question he always has
been, whether it was running the
ball, catching a pass or even throw-

well-rounded player.

“That’s a big part of what I am
now, I know it’s not just me,” he
said. “T had to sit on the sidelines. I
didn’t want to, but I had no choice,
and it hurt not being able to help my
teammates.”

Even while playing in a limited ca-
pacity last season, Brown rushed for
560 yards and a dozen touchdowns.
His return in the season’s ninth
game and throughout the postsea-
son helped the Rattlers reach the
Class 2A Division I state champion-
ship game.

In fact, since he joined the var-
sity as a freshman, Tolar was 47-7
through bi-district of this sea-

PLEASE SEE GAME | B5

COURTESY OF RYAN COX/GISD
Julia Pannell, community representative for the contest, speaks

to the GISD board of trustees in recognizing five students for their
riveting essays regarding our country’s veterans Monday, Nov. 18.

GISD honors
Veterans Day Essay
Contest winners

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

very year, students in Granbury Indepen-

dent School District honor our service

members by crafting heartfelt essays as

they highlight their bravery and sacrifice
— and this year’s Veterans Day Essay Contest win-
ners did not disappoint.

On Nov. 18, five students from GISD were honored during
the board of trustees meeting for eloquently describing what
Veterans Day means to them.

The contest — held every year for both Memorial Day and
Veterans Day — was initiated by the late ]J.C. Campbell, who
was a veteran and community leader. Campbell created the
essay contests because he felt it was important for students
to commemorate armed services personnel who lost their
lives while they were in the service.

With more than 400 essays submitted across the district
this year, students at every GISD campus poured their heart
and soul into their essays, as they tried to express their grati-
tude for our heroes through the written word.

Before the GISD meeting, a short ceremony was held in the
corridor of the administration building, where all five winners
were recognized.

The winners include:

Kai Ellis - Acton Middle School

PHOTO BY KELLY MOODY AND MELISSA CARROLL
Tolar’s Peyton Brown has carved out one of the top high school running back careers in the state in his four seasons as a Rattler.

Madelyn Schmidt - Granbury High School
Ronnie Graves - Granbury High School

PLEASE SEE CONTEST | B5

Head, heart,
hands and health

BY CHLOE LAING
Staff Writer
chloe@hcnews.com

We all know that sometimes
managing kids is harder than
wrangling a herd of wild ani-
mals, but imagine a scenar-
io where on top of this, the
kids are doing some animal
wrangling of their own. This
is the reality of Cornerstone
Christian Academy 4H club’s
co-leaders Nicole Jennings
and Christy Stewart, who took
over the chapter in August.

“We’re just trying to get our
feet under us as far as just
the day-to-day of the club,
and kind of just dabbling in
what’s out there,” Jenkins
said.

The chapter, one of the
largest in the area with 34
student members and four
parent volunteers, has three
primary goals: philanthropy,
growth, and education — all
of which are being achieved
with a few extra blue ribbons
in hand.

Both Stewart and Jennings
understand that it’s impor-
tant to get the kids in their
chapter amped about the
community they’re growing
up in. This drive for commu-
nity service has led the chap-
ter to complete two service
projects this year: the first be-
ing a surprise donation of pet

food and supplies to Friends
for Animals, Granbury’s local
no-kill animal shelter; and the
second being a 138-can food
drive for Mission Granbury, a
local food pantry.

“We’re trying to incorporate
service and giving back and
also bringing in projects that
the kids can do out there in
the community,” explained
Jennings.

The co-leaders not only
expressed their desire to edu-
cate the kids in their organi-
zation about opportunities
within the 4H community;
but also to give them insight
into the ins and outs of the
agriculture industry. These
kids are from the rural south
where their lives and fami-
lies often revolve around the
industry. This 4H chapter is
more than lambs and blue rib-
bons — it’s about connecting
children to the skills of their
community.

“I feel like agriculture these
days is not the same as it
used to be. It’s becoming al-
most a lost art that people
need to know, like about our
food and where it comes
from in the production side
of it and the business side
of it, there’s so much,” said
Jennings.

Three young members
of CCA’s 4H chapter spoke
about the events they have

Cornerstone’s 4H chapter poses for a picture with Vivian Jenning’s show lamb, Willie.

taken part in within the last
year, each excelling within
their individual divisions.

Reid Holdridge has a pas-
sion for all things culinary.
Earlier this month, he entered
two 4H-related food com-
petitions: Food Show, which
involved preparing and pre-
senting a generational recipe,
and Cooking Challenge, a
team competition like the TV
show Chopped.

Reid excelled in both, se-
curing first place in the Food
Show with his grandmother’s
Cranberry Sunshine Relish
recipe, and second place in
Cooking Challenge with his

team’s Teriyaki Suprise.

Olivia Stewart has an eye
for aesthetics, a gift that
earned her first place in
the Hood County Spring
Photography Contest’s junior
photography division. Olivia’s
award-winning photos fea-
ture touching portraits of her
neighbor and culinary aficio-
nado Reid, with his two dogs,
Holly and Honey. The county
waits with bated breath to
see what Olivia will capture
for her 2025 Stock Show
submissions.

Cornerstone’s 4H Chapter
is also home to Ovine legacy
Vivian Jennings. Last year,

Vivian Jennings’ first year
showing, she earned her
show lamb Buttercup the
titles of Reserve Champion
and Grand Southdown at the
Hood County Stock show in

January. This year, she’s look-

ing to replicate this success
with her new lamb, Willie.

When asked what her fa-
vorite part of 4H is, Vivian
Jennings answered “the
experience, having fun and
winning!”

This answer is only one
example of how each child
discussed their events and
successes with fervor and
confidence, cementing ex-

CHLOE LAING | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

actly why these organizations
are so important — 4H and
other ag programs allow kids
to try, fail and succeed in an
environment that enables
them to be the most educated
and self-assured versions of
themselves.

“If you give the kids a little
room and a little space, it’s
amazing to see what they can
do on their own,” Jennings
explained. “You don’t have
to over-lead, you can kind
of guide and let them take it
from there. It might not be
perfect, but they do a great
job with it.”
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GHS DECA Club celebrates
orowth, studentled success

=

Achievement Spotlight

The Granbury High School DECA Club officers were introduced for National DECA Month by advisor Kylee Peterson during the GISD board
of trustees meeting Nov. 18. Front low from left: Sierra Morisette, Emily Ashcraft, Mary Deemer, Alison Galindo, Alejandra Landa and

www.hcnews.com

Catherine Morel. Back row from left: Axel Davila, Everett Brown, Reece Hunt and Warner Phillips.

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Granbury High School
DECA Club is experiencing
tremendous growth and
success, as student leaders
are stepping up to make a
difference.

During the Granbury
Independent School District
board of trustees meet-
ing Nov. 18, DECA advi-
sor Kylee Peterson intro-
duced this year’s club
officers and gave an update
on the club’s most recent
accomplishments.

DECA — which stands
for Distributive Education
Clubs of America — is an in-
ternational business organi-
zation that prepares emerg-
ing student leaders and
entrepreneurs for careers in
marketing, finance, hospi-
tality and management.

While DECA was a promi-
nent work co-op and busi-
ness education program at
GHS in the 1970s, the pro-
gram was discontinued 20
years later in the 1990s.

Peterson, a business/mar-
keting teacher in the Career
and Technical Education
department at GISD, was
later asked to revitalize the
program in 2021.

“Our goal at GHS is to pro-
vide students opportunities
to sharpen their business
skills against like-minded
youth,” Peterson said in
a previous interview with
the Hood County News.
“Business is not learned in
the classroom — it’s learned
in the business community.”

Starting an organization
from scratch may seem
like an impossible task, but

Peterson quickly made it
happen.

When the program offi-
cially launched in 2021, 16
students chose to become
members of the club and
seven competed in the dis-
trict competition.

“Three years ago, I got
seven kids to trust me,”
Peterson said at the board
meeting. “Of the seven that
went to district, six went to
state, and one went to inter-
national our first year.”

In 2022, the group grew
to about 48 members, with
28 competing at district and
seven qualifying for state
in the finance series, retail
marketing, finance profes-
sional selling and the sales
project team.

The club also has “The
Anchor Store,” which is
staffed by 28 seniors who
have completed three years
in the business pathway.

The store, which features
snacks and food items as
well as spirit merchandise,
also recently earned the ac-
complishment of becoming
a gold-level school-based
enterprise with the DECA
national program.

“We do compete every
year at the international
level with our school store,”
Peterson said. “Last year,
we took 38, I think, to dis-
trict, and we took 16 to
state, so what we're doing
in the business pathway at
Granbury High School obvi-
ously works. Our kids can
compete, not only at the
district, but the state and
the international level. We
are making our footprint
all across the country, from
Orlando to Anaheim to
Atlanta.”

With the DECA Club con-
tinuing to show remarkable
success and growth each
year, Peterson shared that
she decided to “step back”
and let her students lead the
chapter from now on.

“This year, I kind of stood
back and said, “‘You know
what? It needs to be student
led. We've kind of built a
program. I'm going to kind
of step off and let them lead
the chapter,” she said. “This
year, as of right now, we're
at 115 student members.
We've hit the century mem-
ber chapter mark.”

She explained that the
club has also completed
community service projects,
including a donation where
approximately 1,500 cans of
food were given to Mission
Granbury.

With an ethical leader-
ship campaign and a panel
interview with First National
Bank employees, students
are also able to gain real
world experience and learn
how to network in order
to better prepare for their
future.

“There’s a lot of things
that they're doing this year,”
Peterson said. “I know some
of you attended The Cove —
that was a brand-new home-
coming tradition that we
introduced that was com-
pletely student led.”

The Cove is where all
Pirate alumni and students
participated in a tailgate-
style celebration to join in
fellowship and share pur-
ple and gold memories at
homecoming Oct. 25.

“I'm pretty proud this year
to say that we are student
led, and I've got some really
great things that are going
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Achievement Spotlight

Order Online {(Groundedcs.com)

| Drive Thru & Curbside Service

Rewards Program / Frappe of the Month Club
Fresh Baked Goods

Meeting Ro&ms (by reservatlon)

1207 NE Big Bend Trail / Glen Rose, TX / 254.269.0344
Groundedcs.com ¢ Mon-Fri 5am-6pm / Sat 7am-5pm

Est. 2017

attressvil

4061 E. HWY 377  817-910-8957

PHOTO COURTESY OF RYAN COX/GISD

to happen,” Peterson said.

She also invited DECA m
President Reece Hunt t 8 . Zdé/
speak to the board about TEMPUR-PEDIC E]
the experience that he’s
gained just by being in- STEARNS & FOSTER®

volved in the club.

Hunt explained that when
he first joined DECA, he
didn’t fully realize how
much it would shape his
future.

“(It) provided a platform
for us to grow in ways that
extend far beyond the class-
room. These DECA experi-
ences not only help stu-
dents succeed in business,
but also in life,” Hunt said.

He shared that through
competitions, he has
learned how to develop
essential skills like public
speaking, tackling com-
plex business problems and
learning how to work as a
team.

“Through DECA, we learn
valuable skills like lead-
ership, communication,
problem solving and critical
thinking,” he said. “These
very qualities are what busi-
nesses and colleges look
for in applicants. It’s about
learning to navigate chal-
lenges, think strategically,
lead with confidence — all
of which are vital to succeed
in any field.”

For Hunt, DECA has
played a “crucial role" in his
college application process,
as the leadership opportuni-
ties, competitive experienc-
es and business skills that
he developed through the
club made his application
stand out.

He shared that it’s be-
cause of his involvement in
DECA that he was able to

www.mattrééSviIle.com

HEALTH
INSURANCE

FREE ASSISTANCE
WITH MEDICARE
OPEN ENROLLMENT

10/15 - 12/07/2024

817-559-2033

3320 E HWY 377 GRANBURY, TX

INSURANCE
HEALTH % MEDICARE % BUSINESS * LIFE

Zac Kitching

N
Sue Jefferies
PLEASE SEE DECA | B5

* Quick, convenient access to 24-hour emergency care

* 8 private patient rooms

+ Lab and imaging services, including digital X-ray and CT

* Access to Lake Granbury Medical Center's spectrum of care

5309 E. Hwy. 377, Granbury

Full-Service ER Now Open in Fall Creek

When someone in your family needs emergency care, you want it fast.
Now, with a new ER at Fall Creek, Lake Granbury Medical Center provides
patients with:

From treatment for broken bones to care for life-threatening conditions,
our dedicated team is ready.

LakeGranburyER.com (=] =i [a]

(=]
LAKE GRANBURY ER
FALL CREEK

A Department of Lake Granbury Medical Center

In an emergency, call 911 or go to the closest ER.
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etween never-ending philanthropy and
top-notch mattresses, nothing keeps Da-
vid Davis up at night. The 15-year Gran-
bury resident opened a branch of his
business Mattressville in Granbury in 2021 and

hasn’t looked back since.

Mattressville started as an
idea in the head of aman in
advertising. In Davis’ past
life, he owned a small ad-
vertising firm. However, he
entered the mattress busi-
ness because he realized
the industry had a few holes
in it — holes he could fill
with quality customer ser-
vice and dedication to his
community.

“Consumers don’t have a
real positive feeling about
shopping for a mattress. In
fact, people put it off until
they have to go and shop
for amattress. And so, I
thought if we could create a
better customer experience,
then we could maybe create
a share of the market that
would come and shop with
us,” Davis explained.

Davis believes he’s got the
leg up on big box mattress
stores due to his company’s
unbeatable service stan-
dards and mom-and-pop
shop versatility. Unlike mat-
tress store chains, Davis and
his team hand-deliver every
single mattress to their
customers free of charge,
no exceptions. In addition,
he’ll fix anyone’s mattress-
related issues, even if the
mattress at hand is from an
entirely different store.

“We’ll get a call from
someone telling us they
have an issue with their box
spring, or something like
that, and ask if they can pay
one of our guys to come out

and fix it. Usually, it’s just
a small fix, something that
doesn’t take us much time
at all, and so when people
go to pay us, we say no
thanks, tell them to have a
lovely day, and head back
out,” Davis said laughing.

Mattressville has anoth-
er thing on chain mattress
stores — same day sales.
Davis explained that be-
cause Mattressville is pri-
vately owned, they can do
whatever they please; that if
someone needs a mattress
the same day, they're wel-
come to purchase it right
off the saleroom floor. This
twist on the usual mattress
game gives Mattressville’s
customers same-day satis-
faction and keeps inventory
turning over.

Davis hates a gimmick
almost as much as he hates
an overburdening salesper-
son, so he’s eliminated both
from Mattressville’s busi-
ness model.

“We didn’t want to have
that kind of gimmicky sales
money approach. No one
that works in our stores are
on commission, okay? And
S0, O one is trying to make
you buy something you
don’t want to buy because
it helps their paycheck.
They’re looking to find out
what’s the best solution for
you and steer you in that di-
rection,” Davis explained.

In his seven years of op-
erating within the mat-
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Don't sleep on Mattressville ... or rather, do!

tress industry, Davis has
learned the importance of
sleep and the revolution-
ary difference it can make
in one’s life. According to
him, sleep serves so many
purposes that most people
either overlook or simply
don’t know about. That in-
cludes everything from the
way your brain processes
long-term memory to your
overall physical and mental
health; it all starts and ends
with a good night’s sleep.

“I know that when we de-
liver to someone’s home,
we're going to make a differ-
ence in their life. They’re go-
ing to sleep better. They're
going to feel better. I jok-
ingly say they’re not going
to kick the cat,” he said with
a smile.

Since opening the first
Mattressville in 2017, Davis
has opened two other
stores: one in Early in 2019
and Mattressville’s most
recent location in Granbury
in 2021. He’s a lifelong
citizen of the area, living in
Stephenville for 25 years
before moving to Granbury
in 2009. As he had always
been heavily involved in the
communities he lived in, he
knew that when he started
his mattress company, he
had to do something to give
back.

Davis lives by two mottos,
noted by signs that watch
over every mattress in the
store. The first, the com-
pany’s mission statement,
says “Our mission is to be
the most helpful mattress
store in town,” mirrored
by another sign reading,
“DON'T sell mattresses, DO
help people.”

It’s clear that Davis
doesn’t just talk the talk
but walks the walk. Before
even opening Mattressville’s
Granbury location, the
company partnered with

Hood County Christmas
for Children, an organiza-
tion which helps down-on-
their-luck families in Hood
County give their children a
top-notch Christmas.

“I found out how many
kids were writing into Hood
County Christmas for Kids,
saying, what I want for
Christmas is a mattress ...
If you're 7 or 8 years old,
usually you're wanting toys
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or you're wanting a bike,
things like that,” Davis said
concernedly. “It was just re-
ally heartbreaking to hear
how many kids were saying
‘I want a mattress’ because
they were sleeping on the
floor,” he continued.
Mattressville also sup-
ports other local nonprofits
in need of mattresses, such
as Habitat for Humanity and
Mission Granbury, donat-

CHLOE LAING | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Davis lives by two mottos, noted by signs that watch over every mattress in the store.

ing thousands of mattresses
since 2017.

“I have the resources to
address this challenge, and
so I'm going to address the
challenge and just know
that 'm doing the right
thing. And at the end of the
day, the chips fall where
they may,” said Davis of his
company’s philanthropy.

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

Christmas season of lights has begun in Pecan Plantation

BY DIANE LONG

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas
transplant for 30 years, Diane Long is a
wife, mother, and former English teacher
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for
17 years cumulatively. She spends her time
both gathering neighborhood news and

collecting new books to read. dianedlong@
yahoo.com | 817-579-9360

The judging of Christmas
lights in Pecan began last
night, Friday, Nov. 29, and
will conclude Sunday, Dec.
15 with winners being an-
nounced and gift certifi-
cate prizes being awarded.
No sign-up or registration
is needed as all decorated
homes in our neighborhood
are automatically eligible
to win. First through third
places will be lauded, and
judging will be based on
creativity, theme, visual
impact, craftsmanship,
technical skill and over-all
presentation.

WOMAN’S CLUB

The Pecan Plantation
Woman’s Club has two post-
Thanksgiving events on its
calendar. The first will hap-
pen today, Saturday, Nov.
30, when a PPWC sponsored
Christmas parade begins at
3:30 p.m. at the Nutcracker
parking lot and ends at the
Pecan clubhouse. Decorated
vehicles, golf carts and
horses are welcome, and par-
ticipants and attendees are
asked to bring a new toy to
donate to Toys for Tots.

Next, the annual Christmas
Tour of Homes is set for

HCNEWS.COM

Thursday, Dec. 12, and the
day holds brunch, shop-
ping, home touring and
dinner options. Tickets are
required, and sales will close
Thursday, Dec. 5 for brunch
and dinner and Thursday,
Dec. 12 for touring. Visit
www.myppwc.com for
complete ticket purchasing
information.

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
Tomorrow, Sunday, Dec. 1,
from 11 am. to 1 p.m. at the
Pecan clubhouse will bring
brunch and the opportunity
to visit with Santa and Mrs.
Claus. Folks are welcome to
bring cameras to take their
own photos. Reservations
for brunch now being ac-
cepted: 817-573-2641.

GAME DAY

Pecan Plantation’s
Women's First Wednesday
Bridge group continues,
and its next date comes
Wednesday, Dec. 4 when
play begins at 9:30 a.m. fol-
lowing registration. A lunch
break (with food prepared
by Chef Jordan Ray and the
clubhouse staff) is part of
the day, and bridge play
concludes at 2:30 p.m. This

group consists of a lovely,
welcoming group of ladies
who are loads of fun, and
guests, new players and even
players who would like a “re-
fresher” on the finer points
of the game, are welcome to
join. To receive more infor-
mation or make a required
reservation for the next
event, contact Vicki Leggett
atvleggettl 9@gmail.com.

NET NEWS

The final session of junior
tennis in our community be-
gins Wednesday, Dec. 4 and
runs through Dec. 18. Play
happens at the tennis center
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. each
week.

UPCOMING ELECTION

The first Saturday of
March each year holds
Pecan’s annual member
meeting, and at that time,
new board members will be
selected to serve a three-year
term in our community. Any
member in good standing
who wishes to run for the
office should complete and
submit a candidacy applica-
tion, which is due by 4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 6 with deliv-
ery by mail, in person or via
email. Residents received an
email application link last
week, and paper copies are
available in the general man-
ager’s office. Contact Marilyn
Amos for paperwork or for
more information: 817-573-
2641, extension 340 or mari-
lynamos@ppoaweb.com.

GOLF TOURNAMENT

The Men’s Golf
Association’s Toys for Tots
Tournament is approach-
ing Saturday, Dec. 7, and
the entry fee for the day, as
well as donations to Toys
for Tots, are being collect-
ed. Sign up in the pro shop:
817-573-2645.

SANTA SIGHTING

Santa Claus and his horses
are coming to Pecan Sunday,
Dec. 8 from 1 to 4 p.m. at
Pecan’s stables located on
Ravenswood Road. Photos
with Santa, horse rides,
crafts, cocoa, cookies and
candy canes will go to every
vehicle upon paid entrance
($20 cash), and hot dogs with
trimmings and tickets for
raffle baskets will also be
available for purchase. For
complete information, call
512-694-7065.

TEACHER GATHERING

The Pecan Educator
Network will hold its
Christmas party Wednesday,
Dec. 11 at 6 p.m., and mem-
bers are invited to join
an evening of fun, food,
Christmas trivia and “frivol-
ity.” All current and former
educators are welcome. Send
an RSVP to 940-393-3070.

SWEET TIME

Pecan’s annual family
gingerbread house deco-
rating day is scheduled for
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 3 p.m. at
the PAC. The $20 fee covers
one house per family as well

as decorations, setup and
clean up. Space is limited,
and registration is required:
817-573-7952.

HOLIDAY CHEER

Pecan’s general manager
Rick Lantgen announces that
our community’s Employee
Christmas Bonus Fund is
one opportunity that helps
our association retain its
valuable employees who
make our neighborhood run
daily. Members received a
donation form in October
statements, and a second
form was included in the
November statement; dona-
tions may also be made on-
line from a button Pecaners
received in email last week.

All monies received are
distributed among waitstaff,
security officers and office
staff, in addition to grounds
and maintenance crews and
kitchen and housekeep-
ing employees. Department
heads and managers are not
included in the disburse-
ment. Questions about the
fund may be directed to the
general manager’s office:
gm@ppoaweb.com or 817-
573-2641, extension 340.

FLYING BY

Congratulations to Mark
White, who captured on film
a Northern flicker visiting
the Pecan orchard Nov. 15.
Mark says, “I just got lucky
and snapped the shot.”
Thank you to Mark for pass-
ing along information about
this show of nature in our

community.

BEAUTIFULLY DONE

Much gratitude goes to
Allison Gilmore and her
Woman’s Club décor com-
mittee for a job so well done
in transforming Pecan into a
picturesque Christmas won-
derland! The clubhouse, the
PAC, the marina, the bridge
and common neighborhood
areas all prove festive and
bright thanks to these ladies’
work.

GIVING SEASON

Pecan’s Woman'’s Club
honored the Rancho Brazos
Community Center as its
tabletop charity at a re-
cent meeting, and a blan-
ket drive benefiting Rancho
Brazos has begun and will
run through Friday, Dec.
13. Baby, toddler and throw
blankets, in addition to
quilts and twin- and full-size
comforter sets, are wel-
come. All blankets should be
new and in packaging. Drop
off items Monday through
Friday from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at 3701 Sundown Trail.
Call 817-910-8114 for more
information.

AWARD GIVEN

Big congratulations go to
Pecan’s own Bob Lusk on be-
ing inducted into the Texas
Freshwater Fishing Hall of
Fame for his fabulous career
in pond management. Bob
and his achievements were
featured in a recent edition
of Pond Boss magazine.

AME PAPER

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
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On Sunday, Dec. 8 at 4 p.m.,
Granbury-based performer,
composer, and scholar, Dr.
Zvony Nagy will perform in
an Advent Organ Concert
at Good Shepherd Anglican
Church. Good Shepherd is the
home to the only functioning
pipe organ in Hood County.
Members of the community
are encouraged to attend.

How this extraordinary mu-
sician will play the exception-
al organ for this revered event
is another miracle to appreci-
ate during Advent.

THE ORGAN

Good Shepherd is grateful
to house the beautiful instru-
ment few possess the knowl-
edge to play, and many fewer
still have the ability that Nagy
will bring to the space Dec. 8.

Originally at home in what
was then Central Methodist
United Church in Fort Worth,
the pipe organ was acquired
by Genie Guynn who hosted
the organ in her home. The
organ required a buildout for
that space to work — the cus-
tom work was completed by
Dan Garland of Garland Pipe
Organs.

Next the organ came to
reside at Good Shepherd. To
accommodate the new loca-
tion, the expertise of Garland
was again sought. Garland
and his company completed
the extensive casework and
woodwork the organ required
to visually complement the
space in the gallery of its new
church home.

THE PERFORMER

Nagy prefers to go by
Zvony, which is a shortened
version of the perform-
er’s full name, Zvonimir.
Originally from Croatia, he
came to the United States to
further his studies in music.
Zvony holds a doctorate in
music from Northwestern
University. He was trained in
piano and organ performance
at Texas Christian University,
the University of Zagreb-
Academy of Music in Croatia,
and the Ecole Normale de
Musique de Paris Alfred
Cortot.

Zvony resides in Granbury
and serves as Director of
Music and Worship at King
of Glory Lutheran Church in
Dallas. He is keenly interested
in music and creativity and
has published a book about it.
He enjoys discussing and giv-
ing lectures on music. His re-
search interests include mu-
sic, psychology, sacred music,
and spirituality. He relishes
beauty, cooking, and family.

Zvony has found a unique
peace in Granbury.

www.hcnews.com

A match made in heaven

Dr. Nagy plays historic organ for the community during Advent

/

Dr. Zvony Nagy will perform for Advent at Good Shepherd Anglican

Church on Sunday, Dec. 8.

“You know how we have
a few places on earth where
we can feel God’s presence
in moving ways. Granbury is
one of those unique places
for me. It's not just a spot I
visit but a place where I feel
a special connection. There's
something beautifully mys-
terious about it that exudes a
comforting, positive energy,”
Zvony said.

Zvony did not initially set
his sights on the organ. His
grandparents raised Zvony,
but his father played clarinet
and accordion who taught
him to play piano. Zvony’s
love for music had begun
even earlier. The violin was
his first love.

“Iactually had a friend in el-
ementary school who played
the violin, and she was also in
the church choir (with me),”
shared Zvony.

“Hey, I want to play violin,”
he thought.

Early music education is
different in Europe, explained
Zvony. In the United States,
anyone who pays for lessons
can take lessons. In Europe,
where a classical approach is
taken, students have to show
aptitude for an instrument
before being accepted as stu-
dents. Zvony did not pass the
violin entrance exam.

“I'was devastated,” Zvony
said.

Zvony really did love violin,
so much so that he had made
his own version of a violin.

“I (had) made my own violin
out of cardboard. I'm not kid-
ding. I got a book about string
instruments and building,
and I cutitout ... and Iwas so
(distraught after not passing
the audition) I didn't know
what to do,” Zvony explained.

Zvony’s initial thought was
to pursue an entirely differ-
ent path. It was toward the
end of what would be middle
school in the United States.

“I dreamt to make music, to
play and create music. I was
like, ‘Okay, so I'm going to
just deal with numbers, you
know, because I have a very
analytical brain in addition to
the emotional thing (right-
brained) —there's left brain
quite a bit too. I like to ana-
lyze things, and I like to make

21}

deductions,” Zvony shared.

Zvony explained that some
people don’t realize the con-
nection between music, math,
and creativity.

“And so I got into sciences,
and I was excelling in those
subjects, thinking that ‘OK, so
this is ... Iwanted to become
a physician maybe.’ But then
I started to prepare for First
Communion and ended up in
the children’s choir,” Zvony
said.

In choir, Zvony would meet
anun who would change the
course of his life.

“Sister Ankica was very
caring and played an essen-
tial role in helping me fall in
love with music again. One
day after the choir rehearsal,
I ended up in the choir loft all
alone”.

“But the pipe organ was
on...I come around, and I
press a key on the organ.”

And that was it.

“I thought, yeah, I want to
do that. This is great. This
is it. No, seriously, so she
gave me some lessons. But I
was too old to start a regu-
lar elementary music school
according to education
requirements.”

While in Croatia, Zvony was
eventually accepted into the
school of music to study what
is akin to a music education
program in the States.

“So, it's not like you're go-
ing to major in piano. You
can just kind of learn a little
bit about music and go from
there ... ButI came to this
young teacher who just got a
job, it was just before the war,
and I came in and said, hey,
you know, I play Bach,” Zvony
said.

He played some organ mu-
sic pieces for the piano teach-
er, and she must have been
impressed with his potential.

“She was just so ambitious
that she worked with me. So,
in two years, I finished what
typically would take six to
check that box to major in pi-
ano performance, got it, went
to different competitions in
Croatia, and got first and sec-
ond prizes.”

“And then we had to flee
because we were on the first
line of the Serbo-Croatian
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“Zvony” will bring the pipe organ to life at the Advent Concert at Good Shepherd Anglican Church. Good
Shepherd houses the only working pipe organ in Hood County. Zvony is shown here with a historic pipe
organ in the Southern Methodist University collection.

war in the 90s. So, we went to
Hungary because we had rela-
tives (actually, my last name
is Hungarian). So, we spent
almost a year, like 10 months
there.”

“There was a Croatian-
Hungarian lady who taught
music there. So, she gave me a
few lessons.”

It would be piano perfor-
mance studies that would
bring Zvony to the States.

“I' had such a strong drive
... I came to TCU during that
time, there were days that I
would literally practice for 10
hours or more at the piano,
like, really, really committed,”
he said.

Zvony still ponders his
original instrument, his hand-
made violin.

“Twish I kept that violin. It
was just put in the basement.
I think it disintegrated from
moisture. [ mean ... it was
cardboard.”

THE EVENT

Good Shepherd shares
that a beautiful selection of
Advent carols from well-
known favorites to classical
compositions will be a part of
this Advent celebration.

Advent is the first season of
the Church year as celebrated
by many Christian believers.
The word advent comes from
the Latin word “adventus”
meaning “coming or arrival.”

Used by the Church, the

word refers to both the ar-
rival of Jesus, born Christmas
Day, and the coming arrival of
Jesus Christ who Christians
believe will return to judge
the living and the dead and
make all things new.

Dec. 8 is the second Sunday
of Advent which in 2024 be-
gins Dec. 1. On the second
Sunday of Advent, followers
are encouraged to light two
violet candles on their advent
wreath to ask God for the
strength to be like John the
Baptist, preparing the way for
Jesus.

According to online source
crosswalk.com “The sec-
ond advent candle (“The
Bethlehem Candle”) is also
purple and represents peace.
Peace is a central theme of the
Advent season but the main
focus of the second week of
Advent. One of the prophe-
cies about Jesus calls him
“the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah
9:6-7). When the angels ap-
peared to the shepherds,
they ended their message by
saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his
favor rests” (Luke 2:14). When
Simeon saw baby Jesus in the
temple, he thanked God that
he could now die in peace
for he had seen the Messiah
(Luke 2:29-33).”

The Good Shepherd event
offers the opportunity for
anyone in the community to

hear the pipe organs as well
as the masterful approach of
Zvony.

Julia Reed, senior warden
at Good Shepherd, has heard
Zvony play previously. Both
she and Zvony shared about
the sacredness felt in certain
spaces when hearing particu-
lar compositions played.

“Listening to the organ,
listening to these musicians
... you feel like you're in
heaven. You know, you feel
like there's something that it
just evokes in your spirit that
you know when you hear it,
you're just like ... gosh ... it's
just amazing. I could sit here
forever. It was like that when I
heard Zvony play for the first
time.

“Good Shepherd is so grate-
ful for the gift of the pipe
organ and more importantly
for the opportunity to share
it with the community. Zvony
is such a talented musician
and hearing him play during
Advent is such a fitting way
to start this Holy season,”
shared Reed.

A reception follows the
Advent concert. Good
Shepherd Anglican Church
islocated at 3601 Fall Creek
Highway. For further ques-
tions call 817-326-2035 or go
to granburyanglican.org. For
more information on Zvony
see nagymusic.com.

HOOD OUTDOORS

Trout stocking time in Texas

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

Not only is this
Thanksgiving week, it is
also when the Texas Parks
and Wildlife department
starts stocking trout in many
locations throughout the
state. Many of these areas
are in “neighborhood fish-
ing ponds” and chances are
there is one located close to
you.

Consult the TPWD website
for all locations and sched-
uled stocking dates that start
Nov. 26. Scheduled stock-
ing dates may change. If you
want to know for sure, you
are advised to contact the
hatchery to find out if there
are any changes to the origi-
nal stocking dates.

Stocking will occur sev-
eral times during the winter
season. I'm including herein
a few local areas relatively
close to Granbury with the
scheduled stocking dates.
Put it on your calendar!

There are no minimum
length limits for these trout
and you are allowed to keep
five trout per day per person.

As a licensed professional fishing guide,
Michael Acosta shows you how to find
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35
years, he has been fishing all of his life, and
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

An angler fishing in a com-
munity fishing lake or from
a dock, pier or jetty within a
State Park can use no more
than two poles. Trout an-
glers will need to ensure they
have a freshwater fishing
endorsement. Youth under
17 do not require a license.
If you are fishing within a
Texas State Park, no license
or endorsement is required.
Consult the TPWD rule book
for special limits on the
Guadalupe River.

These trout are typically
taken on salmon eggs, corn
and a variety of small spin-
ner baits and flies. Iwould
recommend light line.

HOOD COUNTY

FISHING REPORT

Lake Granbury is full and
the water temperature is in
the low to mid 60s and cool-
ing slowly. Releases from
upstream have some debris
floating through the lake.
Be careful navigating. White
bass (sand bass) action con-

tinues to be good to excel-
lent. Lots of smaller fish and
a few bigger ones mixed in.
Slabs and spinners are your
best bet for these tasty sand
bass. These sand bass are
being caught from the lower
ends all the way to Tin Top.
Look for these fish feed-

ing on 10-to-15-foot flats.
Striped bass are fair to good
to 8 pounds on live bait and
trolled umbrella rigs. The
best action is around the
DeCordova subdivision to
Blue Water shores. Look for
these striped bass to move
upstream into the water
flows. Largemouth bass are
good in numbers in the same
areas as the sand bass. Many
are feeding together. The
bigger largemouths are be-
ing caught on Texas rigged
soft plastics near main lake
points. Some good topwa-
ter action has been report-
ed. Crappie are located

near submerged structures
from Water’s Edge to the
Peninsula and are good on
small minnows and jigs.
Catfish action is good on cut
bait on the upper ends near
channel bends. Some big
blues and yellows are being
caught. Birds have returned
to our reservoirs, and they
are pointing out feeding fish

NAME LOCATION AMOUNT SCHEDULED DATES
Holland 200 12/11/2024, 1/6/2025,
Lake Park | Weatherford ? 2/3/2025
GlmRose || - Rose 2,000 12/3/2024, 1/8/2025
Town Lake
Hurst

) 11/27/2024, 12/27/2024,
CUtElm | e Lok 1/24/2025, 2/21/2025
Park
Joshua
City Park | Joshua 1,700 1/12/2025, 2/4/2025
Pond
Possun 12/6/2024, 12/20/2024,

: 1/3/2025, 1/17/2025,
f‘ﬂfdom SLilie bl 1/30/2025, 2/18/2025,

atrace 2/28/2025
Trinity
Park (Clear
Fork Fort Worth 2,753 1/23/2025, 2/4/2025
Trinity
River)

to anglers. Keep your binocu-
lars handy.

Comanche Creek (formerly
Squaw Creek) stays warmer
due to the power plant and
this attracts many bass an-
glers in the winter. Fishing

is excellent with most folks
reporting numbers of fish
being caught with an oc-
casional bigger fish to 8
pounds. Soft plastics fished
on a Texas rigged worm or
Carolina rigged for those

COURTESY GRAPHIC

deeper fish seems to be

the baits of choice. Tilapia
continues to be caught on
worms fished under a cork.
Limits of eater-sized channel
catfish on prepared baits are
common.
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COURTESY OF RYAN COX/GISD

Five Granbury ISD students were recognized for their entries in this year’s Veterans Day Essay Contest during a ceremony before the board

of trustees meeting Nov. 18.

CONTEST

FROM PAGE B1

-Jasper Homer - Granbury Middle
School

- Kylie Kamp - STARS Accelerated
High School

Ellis, a sixth grader at AMS, was
awarded the Overall District Winner
and Campus Winner, while Schmidt,

a junior at GHS, was crowned the
MCJROTC winner.

During the ceremony, Julia Pannell,
community representative for the
contest, invited both winners to share
their essays with the public.

Ellis’ essay reads:

“To all the brave veterans,

“Veterans Day is a special day when
we honor and celebrate the men and
women who serve or have served our
country. When I think of this day,
several words come to mind. Selfless,
bravery, sacrifice, freedom, and loy-
alty. All of these words describe who
aveteran is, what they value, and their
character. However, when I reflect on
what this day means to me personally,
itis a day of gratitude, so I would like
to start by saying thank you from the
bottom of my heart, to each and every
one of you for your service.

“Gratitude is a feeling of apprecia-
tion or thankfulness, and when I think
about all of the veterans and what
they have done for our country, that
is what my heart feels, a great feel-
ing of appreciation. I am so thankful
for your bravery and willingness to

fight for our country and our freedom.

Each of you made a choice to put the
needs of our country above your own
safety and that is so courageous. In so
many ways, we are selfish people but
veterans are just the opposite. To sign
up for the military knowing your life
could be put in danger and you do it
anyway! I can honestly say that I don’t
think I could ever be that brave, but
I'm so thankful that there are those of
who you are.

“I feel really lucky because my
grandfather is a veteran. He went into
the Army in 1972 and served un-
til 1975 during the Vietham War. He
makes my family so proud and I can
only hope that I am as brave and self-

less as he is one day. I also have three
great-grandfathers that were veterans
but have passed away. I am honored
to be part of a family that values pa-
triotism and has such a great love for
our country.

“Veterans Day is special for many
reasons but to me it is the selfless
sacrifice of each of you that fills my
heart with so much appreciation. 'm
thankful for each one of the brave
men and women who risked their lives
for the rest of us. How can we ever re-
pay you? I don’t think we can, but one
thing we can all do is celebrate you on
Veteran’s Day and honor you by being
unselfish and showing kindness every
day in between.”

Schmidt’s essay reads:

“Dear Veterans,

“This is dedicated to you. There is a
reason we have a special day for you
guys. We honor your sacrifices and
dedication to people you may not
even know. Our country can rest easy
knowing that you were out there risk-
ing your life for ours while at the same
time passing down your knowledge
to the future leaders of our country
— the ones who will someday be in
your shoes and be here, knowing they
are being honored as our respectable
veterans.

“We come together every year on
November 11th to recognize our vet-
erans. While we might write these let-
ters and memorials together for one
day, it does not mean we should not
remember them any other day. We
should acknowledge your honor, cour-
age, and commitment to our country.
We respect the fallen, the injured and
anyone who has fought for us. While I
have never stood in the desert of Iraq
or on the rolling hills of Afghanistan,
you, our veterans, might have. You
were the one to stand in for our coun-
try while others were not. To protect
me and everyone else from the chal-
lenges you faced. The others of our
country and I sat in our homes watch-
ing the news channel showing your
heroic and strong acts of bravery. You,
the brave men and women, are fight-
ing for us so we never have to see the
day of destruction on our doorsteps.
Because of you, I can come home ev-

ery day knowing that my family is safe
and that my brother is living a life of
service before himself, for me, and the
rest of you.

“You, our veterans, might have
come from different service branches,
but you are one big family from the
United States Marines (Oorah), Army,
Air Force, Space Force, and Coast
Guard. Despite your differences, you
all can agree on one thing: that the
reason you fight is to uphold peace
and defend our country for the sake
of our people.

“I thank you, veterans, once again
for letting me sit around my dining
table every night, knowing that I am
safe. As I pray at the table, I pray that
you continue to teach and pass on the
knowledge you have learned, showing
why this day is dedicated to veterans
like you.

“I end this with a quote from our
former president, John F. Kennedy,
that shows, in words, that I cannot ex-
press what veterans mean to me and
our country. He states, ‘As we express
our gratitude, we must never forget
that the highest appreciation is not to
utter words but to live by them.””

During the school board meet-
ing, Pannell recognized sponsors
like the Military Officers Association
of America, Hood County Judge
Ron Massingill, Carrie Bellamy and
Pannell’s husband, Bob, for their over-
whelming support.

“I have to tell you, you have a jewel
in Rene Jackson,” Pannell added, as
she recognized the GISD staff member
for being “exceptional to work with.”

She also thanked the trustees for
allowing the Friends of Memorial
Lane to recognize the winners for this
year’s contest.

“It’s always best when it’s about the
students,” she remarked. “I'm also giv-
ing the reins over, so with tears in my
eyes, this will be the last (contest) that
I'll be doing.”

While Pannell may be closing this
chapter, she can rest assured knowing
that if future generations are anything
like these outstanding students, the
spirit of gratitude and respect for our
veterans will continue to thrive for
years to come.

GAME
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son, including 11-3 in the
postseason.

“We're getting in playoff
mode. We treat everyone like
a state opponent,” Brown
said shortly before the play-
offs began.

MILESTONES

Among Brown’s milestones
this season were surpassing
5,000 rushing yards — soon
to be over 6,000 — and scor-
ing the 100th touchdown of
his career.

“At first I didn’t believe
it,” he said about the touch-
down. “Everyone was texting
me. It was great to reach that
accomplishment.”

Before the ankle injury,
Brown had never missed a
game being hurt. It was a
new experience and one he
hopes he doesn’t have to go
through again.

Injuries, ironically, make
the milestones even more
special.

“The hardest part was just
watching and not being able
to help. It’s tough emotional-
ly,” he said. “The hardest part
physically is getting your bal-
ance back. Running with con-
fidence is the biggest thing
for a running back. When it’s
injured, it’s taken away and
you've got to get it back. If
you have confidence you can
come back from anything.”

Suffice to say he has confi-
dence. Ask any opponent.

SENIOR LEADER

First-year Rattlers head
coach Blake Mouser is full of
praise for his senior leader.
Not only was Brown com-
ing back from an injury, but
he also had to adjust to the
Rattlers moving up to 3A,
along with a new head coach
and some changes that in-
cluded passing the ball more.

“He accepted everything
we came in with,” Mouser
said. “He’s a senior leader. He
was voted captain for a rea-

PHOTO BY KELLY MOODY AND MELISSA CARROLL

son. He’s a great teammate
and he will do whatever it
takes to win.

“He’s also humble. He al-
ways gives praise to his line-
men for blocking for him.”

In addition, Brown dealt
with an ankle sprain early in
this season. He refused to
let it stop him from having a
memorable senior campaign.

“He knows what it’s like
to lose football. He plowed
through it and climbed the
hurdle,” Mouser said. “He
was determined to keep
playing.”

That included literally
clearing a hurdle — an oppo-
nent on the field, Mouser re-
called. On back-to-back plays
Brown ran over an opponent
on the first and hurdled over
him on the next.

“I said, ‘Whatever works,
Mouser said with a chuckle.

9

COLLEGE THOUGHTS

Naturally, Brown is consid-
ering continuing to play in
college.

“Part of me wants to. If I
get the opportunity I'll take
it,” he said.

Mouser noted that several
small colleges have reached
out with interest in Brown
joining their team.

As for high school, Brown
knows the end is coming
soon, even if the Rattlers win
state. He’s ready for it, sort
of.

“I do think about it and
it’s definitely saddening,”
he said. “T've had so much
fun and created so many
memories.”

Those include being named
homecoming king this sea-
son alongside Senne Imel, a
star Lady Rattlers athlete, as
queen.

And while he’s accom-
plished so much in his high
school football career, there
is one more thing he’d like
to add to the list. He’s never
caught a touchdown pass.

“I do need to catch one of
those,” he said with a laugh,
adding, “I need to throw
one, t00.”
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Tolar standout running back Peyton Brown was named
homecoming king with Lady Rattlers star athlete Senne Imel as
homecoming queen this school year.

DECA

FROM PAGE B2

obtain presidential mer-

it scholarships to three
business schools: Abilene
Christian University, Dallas
Baptist University and
Flagler College’s School of
Business.

“The skills I gained from
DECA gave me an edge in
my college applications,”
Hunt said. “They allowed
me to showcase more than
justmy grades and test
scores. Thanks to DECA, I
could demonstrate I was
ready for the next of my
academic journey equipped
with all the practical busi-

HCNEWS.COM

ness skills and real-world
experience from DECA. But
DECA is not just about in-
dividual success. It’s about
what we can accomplish to-
gether as a team.”

As president, Hunt noted
that one of his main goals
for this year is to increase
participation and expand
the impact of DECA at GHS.

He shared that he is current-

ly working to send at least

20 students to the state lev-

el competition in March.
“I'want more students

to experience the personal

growth and opportuni-

ties that DECA has to offer,

whether through competi-

tion, or by developing the

confidence skills needed for

future success in general,”
he said.

He added that his focus
this year is on ensuring that
DECA Club “continues to
thrive” at GHS by building
a solid foundation for new
members.

“The growth of our chap-
ter is only the beginning,”
he said. “By continuing to
recruit new members, pro-
vide leadership training and
support students through
the competition process,
we can assure that DECA
remains an essential part
of our school’s culture. My
goal is to set DECA up for
continued success, ensur-
ing that it becomes an ever
growing and evolving pro-

gram for students year after
year.”

Looking ahead, Hunt
noted that DECA has been
transformative, as it has
provided him with oppor-
tunities and shaped his
leadership abilities so that
he can succeed in the real
world.

“I'm excited for what the
future holds for me,” he
shared. “I'm confident we
can continue to grow our
club and provide more op-
portunities for students
just like me, and not only
that, but build a legacy of
students for excellence
in DECA for the years to
come.”

“I can guarantee you that

the future that’s coming for
them is greater thanI can
imagine,” Peterson said.
“The kids who have gone
on and graduated that were
a part of DECA are getting
internships, and they’re get-
ting into colleges like Mays
Business School at (Texas)
A&M. I promise that if they
will put in the time, it’s go-
ing to pay off.”

She added that with the
club expanding recently,
they have had to change
districts — meaning that the
DECA Club will be compet-
ing in Irving for the district
competition Jan. 15.

“In March, we've got state
in Dallas, and then end of
April, we will be back in

Orlando. We are getting
seats at the academy as it’s
like a business conference
within and then our goal
this year, we want another
team,” Peterson said. “We're
ready to go back and com-
pete — that’s been our goal
— so move out of our way.
We’re coming.”

GHS’ DECA Club of-
ficers include: Everett
Brown, Alejandra Landa,
Emily Ashcraft, Catherine
Morel, Alison Galindo, Axel
Davila, Linda Cortez, Sierra
Morisette, Mary Deemer,
Warner Phillips, Linda
Cortez, and Hunt.

SAME PAPER

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
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PECAN PLANTATION WOMAN'S CLUB'S
“LET’S BOOGIE!” FALL FASHION SHOW

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
On Nov. 21, the Pecan Plantation Woman's Club kicked off its “Let’s Boogie!” Fall Fashion Show with a merchant reception. The event featured 36 models representing 18 participating merchants, showcasing the
latest fall and winter fashions. The show, held in the PPCH ballroom, truly embodied the theme“Where Fun and Funky Meets Fashion and Friendship.” This was a testament to the hard work of the 21-member
committee that organized the annual fundraiser. Next year, club members look forward to introducing the selected charities that will benefit from the event, which are voted on by the membership, along with
scholarships awarded to local Hood County high school seniors.
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Warmth encourages blooms

BY PHYLLIS WEBSTER

Phyllis Webster earned a degree in
journalism before embarking on a long
career in public relations and marketing. A

/ Granbury resident since 1998, she has been
deeply involved in the community. She is an
award-winning writer and photographer, as
well as a Master Gardener. She has authored

Garden Patch since 2001.

n Texas, many plants add visual interest well

into fall and early winter, particularly this

year as bloomers enjoy the unseasonably

warm weather. These flowering plants are
accompanied by ornamental grasses with daz-
zling plumes. Most will be showy until freezing
weather sets in. Late season beauties in this fall’s

landscapes include:

Salvia greggii —
Commonly called autumn
sage, this hardy perennial
forms a mounding shrub
3-4 ft. tall and wide. Its
aromatic leaves are mostly
held on the plant in winter.
These plants benefit from
being cut back substantially
in late winter. Red, pink or
white flowers appear in ear-
ly spring and continue their
show until freezing weath-
er. Other salvia species and
cultivars, such as purple-

flowering Mexican bush
sage (Salvia leucantha), also
bloom in late fall.

Knock Out Roses —
These easy-to-grow roses
don’t require the same
heavy maintenance as mod-
ern hybrid tea roses and are
extremely disease resis-
tant except for the deadly
rose rosette. Healthy roses
begin their bloom in late
winter and repeat bloom for
months, only stopping in
the coldest weather. Flowers

are medium sized, single or
double blossoms in shades
of red, pink, white and yel-
low. Foliage is somewhat
evergreen.

Turk’s Cap — This Texas
native perennial is known
for its unusual bright red or
pink blooms, which attract
hummingbirds and other
pollinators. A member of
the mallow family, Turk’s
cap develops into a large
spreading shrubby plant in
one season. After it freezes,
cut it back to a few inches
above the ground. Grow
Turk’s cap in sun or shade.

Canna — This tropical-
looking perennial is known
as a summer bloomer.
However, warm fall temper-
atures allow these plants to
have a “second season” of
flowering, provided they’ve

received adequate moisture.

Many types exist includ-
ing tall and short bloom-
ers in myriad flower colors.
Foliage color depends on
variety and ranges from
green to deep burgundy or
variegated. Trim cannas

to the ground when they

PLEASE SEE BLOOMS | B8
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Salvia greggii — Commonly called autumn sage, this hardy perennial forms a mounding shrub 3-4 ft.

tall and wide.
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GIFT CARDS
AVAILABLE

December 12th, 2024 | 7:30pm

William Lee Martin
The Nuttier Cracker

December 13th, 2024 | 7:30pm
Shake Rattle & Roll

Magical Music of the 50% and 60’

December 14th, 2024 | 3:00pm & 7:00pm
Michael Hix

A Michael Hix Christmas Party

December 19th, 2024 | 7:30pm

Texas Trio with Jason Roberts
Western Swing Music with
Kyle Park, Jason Roberts, John Michael Whitby

I'VE BEEN THINKING

Stranger than fiction

BY CAROL GOODMAN HEIZER

Carol Goodman Heizer is an author who
recently moved to Hood County from
Louisville, Kentucky. She has had short stories
published in eight editions of “Chicken Soup
for the Soul"books. Her column for the Hood
County News will appear every two weeks.

her ice cream did not have
enough sprinkles.

Platypuses sweat milk.
Bananas glow blue under

ablack light. Russia has 11 time zones.
A woman in the United Crocodiles can gallop like
Kingdom called police when  ahorse.
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The internet is controlled
by 14 people with seven
keys.

An article surfaced in a
2021 study published in
the International Journal of
Psychophysiology reported
that researchers document-
ed a unique case of a man
demonstrating the excep-
tional ability to intentionally
alter the size of his pupils at
will. To their knowledge, he
is the only human known to
have this ability.

A cricket’s chirps can
tell you the temperature.
Crickets can be used as a
thermometer to estimate
the temperature because
they chirp faster in warmer
temperatures and slower in
cooler temperatures. This
relationship between tem-
perature and cricket chirp-
ing is known as Dolbear’s
law, which states that the
temperature in Fahrenheit
is roughly equal to the
number of cricket chirps
in 15 seconds plus 40. For
example, if you count 22
cricket chirpsin 15 sec-
onds, it is roughly 62 de-
grees. The El Paso Weather
Forecast Office has a cricket
chirp converter that uses
Dolbear’s law to convert
the number of chirps to
a temperature in degrees
Fahrenheit, Celsius or
Kelvin.

However, there are some
limitations to Dolbear’s law:

PLEASE SEE FICTION | B12
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SHOP - DINE - PLAY - STAY

NOVEMBER
22-Dec. 23
DECEMBER
Nov.22-Dec. 23
6-8

Santa’s House

Santa’s House
Candlelight Tour of Homes

7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Ceremony

6-15
31 Hank FM Party on the Boardwalk
JANUARY

Away In a Manger (1,200 Nativity Displays)

1 Winter Guest Kicks Off (ongoing through Feb.)

18 Goosebump Jump

FEBRUARY
22 2nd Annual Jazz Fest

MARCH

1 Texas Independence Day Celebration

14-16 Founders Day Celebrations
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The Lipan Indians enjoyed a trip to the Texas coast, along with a tournament championship as they won the Marlin Classic in Port Aransas.

Rattlers bite Bells, move on to third round

Indians win Port Aransas tourney

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the
Hood County News

Different classification,
same success.

The Tolar Rattlers (11-

1) won their 11th straight
football game, defeating
Bells (7-5) 21-0 in their Class
3A Division II area (second)
round playoff game Friday,
Nov. 22 at Saginaw Chisholm
Trail High School.

The Rattlers were facing
Holliday (10-2) at press time
in Mineral Wells. The Eagles
defeated Blue Ridge (9-3) 42-
34 in their area matchup.

Tolar is ranked No. 10 in
the state in Class 3A Division
IT and Holliday is No. 8.

Both teams have a strong
playoff history, particu-
larly in recent seasons. The
Rattlers are 12-3 over the
past four seasons in the play-
offs. This includes reaching
the 2A Division I final last
season, the quarterfinals the
season before and the third
round in 2021.

Holliday is 19-7 in the play-
offs since 2017 with four
state semifinal appearances.

Overall, Tolar is 48-7 since
2021 and Holliday is 91-16
since 2017.

Offensive leaders vs. Bells:
Peyton Brown 22 carries, 116
yards, two TD; Briton Rice
10-of-16, 61 yards, intercep-
tion; Noah Yanish six catch-
es, 33 yards.

Defensive leaders vs. Bells:
Kelvin Murray 10 tackles, 90-
yard interception return for
TD; Drake Owens 17 tack-
les; Ty McClure 15 tackles;
Hunter Michels 13 tackles,
1.5 for loss; Cayden Abrego
10 tackles, three for loss;
Cash Clark 10 tackles, sack.

Holliday offensive players
to watch: Hunter Jones 3,305
yards, 49 TD passes, 10 in-
terceptions, 210 yards, eight
TD rushing; Steele Skinner
572 yards, five TD rushing;
Ashtyn Berry 48 catches,

to watch: Owen Hayes 131
tackles, three for loss, inter-
ception; Parker Jones 109
tackles, 12.5 for loss, four
sacks, two interceptions;
Vaughn Hamill 43 tackles,
18.5 for loss, 10.5 sacks.

Brown surpassed 6,000
career rushing yards against
Bells. This season he has
1,384 yards and 21 TD, giv-
ing him 110 career TD.

The survivor between
Tolar and Holliday will ad-
vance to the Region II final
against the winner between
Gunter (10-2) and Jacksboro
(9-3).

GRACE CLASSICAL FOOTBALL

The Gryphons (5-7) moved
within one more victory of
repeating as champions
of the Texas Association
of Independent Athletic
Organizations Division III.
They defeated Georgetown
Grace Academy (7-4) in the
semifinals at Georgetown
Nov. 22.

The Gryphons, who began
the season 2-7 before getting
hot in the playoffs, will face
Slaton West Texas (6-4) for
the championship, a game
being played in Allen at
press time. Slaton defeated
San Antonio Jubilee 40-28 in
the other state semifinal.

Statistics from the
Georgetown Grace game
were not available at press
time.

Offensive standouts for
the Gryphons this season
include Bryce Jones, who is
averaging 168 yards of of-
fense per game (81 passing,
87 rushing) and Keith Wyatt,
who is rushing for 100 yards
per contest. On defense,
Jones and Wyatt are each
averaging nine tackles per
game.

Isaac Kelly (68 yards rush-
ing per game, 20 TD, six
tackles per game, two inter-
ceptions) leads the Slaton of-
fense and defense.

Grace Classical Christian
Gryphons will be participat-
ing in the Texas Association
of Independent Athletic

Organizations All-Star Game

Saturday, Dec. 7 at Allen
Academy in Bryan. Game
timeis 11 am.

Gryphons participating
will be running back Keith
Wyatt, quarterback Bryce

Jones and wide receiver Tyce

Robshaw.

LIPAN BOYS BASKETBALL
The Indians (7-0) traveled
to Port Aransas this past
weekend and brought home
the tournament champion-
ship. They defeated Mabank
72-59, Port Aransas 46-
30, Huckabay 54-42, and

Fayetteville, Arkansas 78-47.

Leaders were:

Vs. Mabank: Brayden
Harrison 28 points, 10 re-
bounds, five assists, three
steals; Darius Steed 13
points, 10 rebounds, two
blocks; Court Gaylor 11
points, four assists; Evan
Lott two blocks.

Vs. Gaylor 13 points, three

assists; Da. Steed 11 points,
10 rebounds, three assists;
Harrison 7 points, three as-
sists, three steals; Lott six
rebounds.

Vs. Fayetteville: Gaylor 18
points, Da. Steed 16 points,
Donte Steed 13 points.

Vs. Huckabay: Da. Steed 15

points, Harrison 11 points,
Lott 10 points, Gaylor 10
points.

Lipan’s boys and girls
teams will host the H.D.
Howard Classic tournament
Dec. 5-7.

GRANBURY GIRLS

BASKETBALL
The Lady Pirates (6-4) fell
39-35 at Everman Nov. 22.

Jolie Hayes led the Granbury

scoring with 11 points, with
Baylee Goodman and Kate
Hamlin each adding 10.
Granbury will host Godley
Dec 3 at 6:15 p.m. Dec. 5-7

TOLAR GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Lady Rattlers (3-4)
competed in the Hamilton
Tournament this past week-
end. They defeated Llano 41-
19, fell 37-32 to Brownwood
and 43-41 to Hamilton, be-
fore bouncing back with a
44-28 win over Lampasas to
wrap up play. Leaders were:

Vs. Llano: Jaycee Jones 17
points; Senne Imel 6 points,
six steals, six rebounds, four
assists.

Vs. Brownwood: Atley Kolb
6 points; Jones 5 points, five
steals.

Vs. Hamilton: Imel 14
points, six rebounds,
four assists; Callan Nix 7
points; Kolb 5 points, eight
rebounds.

Vs. Lampasas: Imel 14
points, five rebounds, fiveas-
sists; Allie Terrell 9 points,
five rebounds; Jones 8
points, five assists.

Tolar will return from
Thanksgiving break to visit
Lipan Dec, 3 at 6:15 p.m. and
then compete in the Lipan
tournament.

LIPAN GIRLS BASKETBALL
The Lady Indians (4-5)
played in the Marble Falls
Tournament over this past
weekend. They defeated
Gainesville 64-41, Liberty
Christian 62-35 and Helotes
O’Connor 57-37, falling 55-
39 to Bridgeport and 52-47
to Vandagrift. Leaders were:
Vs. Bridgeport: Hanna
Gaylor 22 points, five re-
bounds; Finley Shockley 8
points; Jacy Bolton 6 points,
three steals, three as-
sists; Peyton Lawrence five
rebounds.
Vs. Gainesville: Gaylor
20 points, four assists,
four steals; Ashlyn Tarpley
13 points, 14 rebounds;
Shockley 10 points; Taryn
Phillips 9 points; Bolton
six rebounds, five assists,
three steals; Lawrence six
rebounds.
Vs. Liberty Christian:

Vs. Vandagrift: Finley 18
points; Gaylor 15, 10 re-
bounds, three assists; Bolton
7 points, three assists, five
steals; Tarpley 7 points.

Vs. O’Connor: Gaylor 15
points, 12 rebounds, four as-
sists; Bolton 12 points, five
assists; Tarpley 13 points,
three assists; Shockley 12
points.

GRANBURY BOYS

BASKETBALL

The Pirates (4-5) got their
first taste of tournament
competition last weekend,
playing in the Southwest
Legacy Tournament. They
defeated Del Rio 54-44 and
Flour Bluff 61-47, with losses
to Fulshear Jordan 80-55,
Kerrville Tivy 63-59 and
Highland 72-66 in overtime.

Against Highlands, the
Pirates went on a 16-4 run in
the fourth quarter to force
the extra period. However,
in the overtime, the Pirates
were forced to foul and
Highland was 9-of-9 at the
free throw line, while the
Pirates did not go to the line.

Tournament leaders were:

Vs. Jordan: Miller
Schenewark 13 points, Kylan
Loving 12 points, Grant
Young 10 points.

Vs. Del Rio: Schenewark
12 points, Loving 10 points,
Brynden Freeman 10 points.

Vs. Tivy: Schenewark 14
points, Murphy Page 12
points, Young 12 points.

Vs. Flour Bluff: Young
21 points, Schenewark 14
points, Freeman 8 points.

Vs. Highlands: Page 24
points, Scheneward 13
points, Young 11 points,
Loving 11 points.

The Pirates will also host
Everman Dec. 3 at 7:30
p-m., followed by their own
tournament.

TOLAR BOYS BASKETBALL
The Rattlers (0-2) will re-
turn from the Thanksgiving
break to host Jacksboro Dec.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRENT GAYLOR

GRANBURY SWIMMING

The Pirates and Lady
Pirates competed in the pres-
tigious Texas Interscholastic
Swim Coaches Association
North Texas Invitational
Nov. 15-16 at Bruce Eubanks
Natatorium in Frisco.

“This was by far the fast-
est meet we will go to all
year other than if we make
it to the state swim meet,”
Granbury coach Charles
Overton said.

The two-day event began
with preliminaries on Day
1. Those who finished in
the top 16 of the prelims
advanced to the finals on
Day 2.

Granbury top performers
(distances in yards) were:

Girls prelims

50 Freestyle: 15. Avery
Young

500 Freestyle: 16. Bailey
McDermott

200 Freestyle A Relay:

9. Young, Madison Erezo,
Carmen Citzler, McDermott

400 Freestyle A Relay: 10.
Young, Ma. Erezo, Citzler,
McDermott

Finals

50 Freestyle: 14. Young

500 Freestyle: 16.
McDermott

200 Freestyle Relay A: 9.
Citzler, Ma. Erezo, Young,
McDermott

400 Freestyle Relay A: 10.
Young, Ma. Erezo, Citzler,
McDermott

Boys prelims

50 Freestyle: 13. Cameron
Ward

100 Freestyle: 16. Ward

200 Freestyle A Relay: 11.
Jett McFerrin, Michael Kracy,
Colton Jernigan, Ward

400 Freestyle A Relay:

11. Ward, Kracy, Sean Kim,
McFerrin

Finals

50 Freestyle: 13. Ward

100 Freestyle: 16. Ward

200 Freestyle A Relay: 10.
McFerrin, Kracy, Jernigan,
Ward

400 Freestyle A Relay: 13.

1,265 yards, 16 TD; Jordan GRYPHONS NAMED the Lady Pirates and Pirates  Finley 14 points; Tarpley 3 at 7:30 p.m. before going Ward, Kracy, Kim, McFerrin
Kim 36 catches, 697 yards, ALL-STARS will host their annual Van 12 points, five rebounds; down the road to the tourna- B Gf anbury (‘1’“11 h}?St h
13 TD. i Three members of the Griffith Kia Tournament. Lawrence 12 points; Bolton ment in Lipan. urleson and Joshua at the
Holliday defensive players 10 points, five steals. Granbury YMCA Dec. 7.
again promote flower pro- THE IDLE AMERICAN
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freeze. They regrow in
early spring.

Lantana — These na-
tives and their cultivars
bloom profusely in sum-
mer and often bloom with
renewed vigor in autumn.
Small flower clusters cov-
er the plants, which devel-
op into mounding shrubs
or low-spreading plants.
Flower colors range from
red and pink to yellow
and orange. Lantanas har-
dy to North Texas act as
perennials and come back
year-after-year. Wait until
late winter to cut away
dead wood and shape the
plants.

Purple coneflower —
This heat loving perennial
is a strong performer in
Texas gardens. Its purple,
pink or white blooms
appear in spring and
continue in summer gar-
dens until extreme heat/
drought halts the bloom.
Fall’s mild temperatures
and occasional rain once

duction. Purple coneflow-
ers maintain low-growing
foliage mounds through-
out winter. Protect plant
roots with mulch, but do
not mound mulch atop
foliage.

Mubhly grasses —
Numerous ornamental
grasses boast showy fall
plumage including Texas
native muhly grasses.
Gulf muhly is known for
its airy pink plumes (seed
heads) that wave above
the 3-foot tall clumping
foliage. Lindheimer muhly
has tall, tan-colored
plumes that rise above
the plant’s 3 to 5- foot
mounding foliage. Both
plants add movement,
color and textural interest
to autumn gardens.

For answers to your
horticulture questions,
please call the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension, Hood
County at 817-579-3280
or online at lakegranbury-
mastergardeners.org.

When ‘tangs’ get ‘tongueled’

BY DON NEWBURY

Dr. Newbury, longtime university president,
continues to speak and write. The Idle
American, begun in 2003, is Texas'longest-
running syndicated column. Contact: 817-
447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.

Website: www.speakerdoc.com.

Errors committed when
speaking sometimes, sadly,
result in word entangle-
ments that are simply be-
yond repair.

None of us is immune. And
getting out of verbal messes
can be as difficult as sticking
quills back into the goose.

Some folks of national
renown are known for their
misspoken words, particu-
larly when they open their
mouths only to change feet
Two great examples were
prominent in professional
baseball.

Ireference the late Casey
Stengel and Yogi Berra, re-

membered for countless
entangled remarks. They are
endless, real morsels to re-
search if you enjoy hearing
hilarious verbal foul-ups.

One of Berra’s best lines
was about a popular restau-
rant. “Nobody goes there
anymore; it’s too crowded.”
Many similar “goofs” are
found throughout the world
of sports, certainly not lim-
ited to baseball.

They continue today; a
couple are worthy of revisit-
ing, even though one may
have been intentional, but
probably ill-advised.

Only days separated

laughs by NFL TV analysts
in Dallas and Philadelphia.
Perhaps weary of watch-
ing the Dallas Cowboys’
meek surrender to the
Philadelphia Eagles, veteran
sportscaster Jim Nantz said
that “the Keystone Cops had
taken over.” (Sometimes
too much truth is spoken.
Remarks like this not only
irk fans of the Cowboys but
could ignite team owner
Jerry Jones. He might order
Nantz to find the nearest
exit and take it, or the next
train, and be under it.) ...

A few nights later in
Philadelphia, another vet-
eran announcer, Al Michaels,
mentioned the crack in the
“Liberty Bowl.” Millions of
viewers wondered if they
heard him correctly, then
said it again.

There was no mistaking
the gaffe.

To his credit, a few min-
utes later he asked, “Did I
say ‘Liberty Bowl’? I meant
‘Liberty Bell.” Apology
accepted.

Some professional athletes
are remembered more for
what they say than how they
perform in games.

One baseballer said he
could bat from either side
of the plate. “I can bat left-
handed and I can bat right-
handed,” he bragged. “Thank
God I'm amphibious.”

Another claimed that
he has “overcome a lot of
diversity.”

Many “goofs,” of course,
never make national head-
lines, but still are enjoyed
greatly by locals.

Years ago, a young lady
from the news department of
an Abilene TV station “filled
in” for the sports guy. When

PLEASE SEE TANGS | B10
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Texan Men’s Basketball drops to #12 Baylor

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — Tarleton State Men'’s Basketball played
its fifth AP Top 25 opponent, resulting in a 104-41 loss to the
nation’s number 12 Baylor Bears Sunday, Nov. 17 at Foster

Pavilion.

The Texans (1-4) were unable to every get any momentum

against the No.12 Bears (3-1).

Joseph Martinez led the team in scoring for the second con-
secutive game. Martinez was the only Texan to score in double
digits, notching 11. The sophomore shot 3-for-4 from beyond

the arc, a new career high.

Jordan Mizell got the Texans on the board earlier with a
steal and score in the first minute of the contest to make it 3-2,
Bears. Then Baylor took over, orchestrating a 7-0 run to break
out to a 10-2 lead. A mini Texan run fueled by a Chris Mpaka
jumper and a Nick Krass triple put the Purple and White within

5

-Baylor erupted on a 17-0 burst to take the wind out of the
Texans. The Bears found the three-ball with 12 of their 17

points during the spurt coming from downtown. BU led 29-9 at

the midpoint and the lead only ballooned after.
The Bears finished the half with a 56-13 advantage. Bubu
Benjamin shot nine of 13 from 3-point land, 69.2% in the first

20 minutes.

In the second half, Martinez jumped out with a 5-0 run of his
own. After a smooth wide-open transition triple, Martinez was
selected as the shooter after a Baylor technical foul. He sunk
them both. Benjamin followed with a fast break layup to cut
the deficit to 60-21 on a 7-0 run with 17 minutes to go.

Baylor took control and never looked back in the final 17

minutes of the contest. Tarleton was unable to find any rhythm

ultimately suffering its largest defeat of its D1 era. The Texans
were outscored 48-28 in the second half.

Baylor shot 52% from the floor (31-for-60) and 47% from
deep (15-for-32). Tarleton shot 15-for-39 from the field and

five-for-14 from downtown. The Purple and White committed a

season-high 28 turnovers and forced 12.
The Texans head to the Bahamas for the 2024 Baha Mar
Hoops Nassau Championship spanning from Nov. 29 to Dec. 1.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Tarleton State Men'’s Basketball played its fifth AP Top 25 opponent, resulting in a 104-41 loss to the nation’s number 12 Baylor Bears

Sunday, Nov. 17 at Foster Pavilion.

Tarleton State Volleyball closes out season

Tarleton State University

SEATTLE, Washington -
Tarleton State Volleyball
dropped its second match of
a two-match road trip, clos-
ing out the regular season
with a tough loss to Seattle
U at the Redhawk Center
Saturday, Nov. 16.

The Texans (7-22 over-
all, 2-13 WAC) fell to the
Redhawks (8-18, 6-10) in
four sets (25-20, 10-25, 19-
25,15-25).

Allison Bryant notched
eight kills in her final match
as a Texan, becoming the
first player in Tarleton’s
Division I era to reach 400
kills in a single season.
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10-16. Seattle U finished the
set on an amazing 9-0 run to
even the match with a 25-10
set victory.

In the third frame, the
Redhawks started with an-
other dominant run, taking
a 10-5 advantage early. The
Redhawks continued to sway
the momentum in their fa-
vor, leading 23-13 late in the
third. The Purple and White
orchestrated a 5-0 run with
an ace from Tatum Busch
followed by two consecu-
tive blocks from Stasevich.
However, Seattle U overcame
the rally, taking the third set,
19-25. Stasevich had a team-
high three blocks in the third
frame.

Madison Frank added six The Redhawks took a 12-7

kills. : lead during the fourth and
Mary Kate Stasevich and By = = = = final stanza. The Texans ral-

Emma Burke each posted e = -~ ™ : E = lied within two points thanks

a team-high five blocks. T——— § ;a 3 d 34 = }1 - . ¥ e to kills from Bryant and

This tied a career-high for — 1L N8 E i ! ! i e ‘E ‘ I 1 3 | ‘: LT ~a Burke, trailing 12-14. A 5-1

Stasevich, who has achieved
this total in three matches
this season. Burke ranks
among the top of the WAC,
averaging 1.04 blocks per
set.

Megan Hodges and Yuna
Ansquer both had double-
digit assists, marking the
seventh match where both
setters achieved double dig-
its in that category. Hodges

led the team with 15, fol-
lowed by Ansquer with 11.
Emma Halcomb led the
team registering 12 digs, fol-
lowed by Bryant with 10.
The Texans started off hot
in the opening set, going on a

5-0 run to open the match, a
sequence that included three
consecutive blocks from
Burke. The Redhawks pulled
within one point at the 12-11
mark. However, the Purple
and White sparked a 6-1 run

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY
Tarleton State Volleyball dropped its second match of a two-match road trip, closing out the regular season with a tough loss to Seattle U at
the Redhawk Center Saturday, Nov. 16.

that contained kills from
Bryant, Frank, Burke and
LaNeah Lara. Tarleton never

let go of the momentum, tak-

ing the first stanza, 25-20.
The Redhawks responded
with an 10-4 run to open

the second game. Lara was
responsible for half of the
Texans’ first four points. A
kill from Tehana Mo’o fol-
lowed by an attack error
from Seattle U brought the
Texans within six points,

run from the Redhawks put
them in control of the set.
Seattle U never looked back,
taking the fourth set, 25-15.

Tarleton State Volleyball
concludes its fifth season in
its Divison I era.

Tarleton State Women’s Basketball wins second straight, beats Northwestern State

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE - Behind
a season-high 45.5% shoot-
ing and a season-high
eight 3-pointers, Tarleton
State Women’s Basketball
won its second straight
game with a 73-56 victory
over Northwestern State
Saturday, Nov. 16 at Wisdom
Gym.

Senior guard Arieona
Rosborough led Tarleton
State with a team-high 14
points to go with seven
rebounds. Senior guard
Jakoriah Long added 11
points, going a perfect 3-for-
3 from beyond the arc.

The Texans got a lift from
their bench Saturday with 40
bench points, with the bench
scoring 55% of Tarleton
State’s points. Senior guard
Tyler Jackson led Tarleton
State’s reserves with 11
points off the bench.

Northwestern State took
the early first quarter lead,
but back-to-back 3-point-
ers from Long and Jackson
swung the advantage back
to Tarleton State. The Lady
Demons tied the score back
up with a free throw before
senior guard Miannah Little
converted a basket while
drawing the foul to put
Tarleton State back in front.

The Texans went on a 7-0
scoring run to stretch the
advantage, but Northwestern
State knocked in a bucket
following a steal to make it
an 18-11 contest through 10
minutes.

Tarleton State got a spark
from its bench in the second
quarter, taking a double-digit
lead following back-to-back
3-pointers from freshman
Mar’Cyah Willis. The Texans
knocked down six straight
free throws to end the sec-
ond quarter to keep its
double-digit advantage, but
abuzzer-beating 3-pointer
by Northwestern State cut
Tarleton State’s lead to 13

points going into the locker
room.

The Lady Demons came
out firing in the third quar-
ter, shooting over 55% and
using a 10-0 scoring run to
make it a five-point game.
Northwestern State held the
Texans to just 25% shoot-
ing to make it a 45-38 game
heading into the final 10
minutes.

Rosborough helped the
Texans regain its double-
digit advantage, scoring five
straight points to make it a
57-44 Tarleton State lead. A
pair of 3-pointers by Long
and a basket by sophomore
center Faith Acker allowed

the Texans to win its second
straight game with ease.

Tarleton State goes back
on the road for a three-game
away swing, starting at No.
4 nationally-ranked Texas at
11 a.m. in Austin.

Postgame Notes

Tarleton State shot 52.9%
from the floor and 75% from
3-point range in the fourth
quarter to win its second
straight game 73-56 over
Northwestern State Saturday
afternoon at Wisdom Gym.
The Texans outscored
Northwestern State 28-18 in
the fourth quarter.

55% of Tarleton State’s
scoring came from its bench

with 40 bench points. Senior
guard Tyler Jackson led
Texan players off the bench
with a season-high 11 points.

The Texans held their op-
ponent to under 60 points
for the third time this sea-
son. It is the second time in
the Division I Era the Texans
have held their opponent to
under 60 points in three of
their first four games.

Junior guard Karyn
Sanford cracked the starting
lineup for the first time this
season.

Junior guard/forward
Kyriana Jones made her
Texan debut on Saturday.

WANT MORE? VISIT TARLETONSPORTS.COM
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she tried to report the base-
ball scores, fans of the game
quickly realized that she
wasn’t.

She said something like,
“New York beat Cleveland,
four points to three points,
Chicago topped Houston,
six points to three points,
and Philadelphia won over
Atlanta, one point to no
points.” ...

I dare not leave out my late
friend, Gene Hendryx, long-
time owner of Radio Station
KVLF in Alpine, Texas.

One day during a stock
market report, he cited pric-
es for ewes.

Trouble was, he called ‘em
“e-wees.”

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,
Landscapers,
Plumbers,
Electricians,
Mechanics,
Carpenters,
Painters,
and more...

oo Count eV
CLASSIFIEDS

www.hcnews.com

During my growing-up
years in Brownwood, twins
Jimmy and Eddy Farren, best
known for “pickin’ and sin-
gin’” around the area, owned
Radio Station KEAN.

Remote broadcasting
— then called “telephonic
reporting” — had just be-
gun when Jimmy “covered”
the dedication of a color-
ful spraying water fountain
at the old traffic circle. His
voice sparkled with ex-
citement as he described
the first gushes from the
fountain.

“Folks, if you can possibly
do so, come on down here,”
he invited. “T've just never
seen such colorful spewers
spewing, and some of the
spewers are spewing higher
than the other spewers are

Hood County News

SPONSORED BY
PAW COUNTRY PET SUPPLIES

www.hcnews.com

spewing.” (Okay, so maybe
he was a better fiddle player
than he was aradio guy.) ...

I don’t intend to exempt
myself from classic blun-
ders. I had a daily sports
show on the other radio sta-
tion KBWD, during college.

At the close of each broad-
cast, I said, “Don Newbury,
reminding everyone that if
you can’t play a sport, you
can be one, and a good one.”

One New Year’s eve, I add-
ed to the usual closure: “And
a happy NEWBURY to one
and all.”

COURTESY PHOTO
From left: Yogi Berra and Casey
Stengel.

PRESENTS

| Photo Contest

Submit your Christmas Critter at hcnews.com or by
scanning the QR code below. Thessillier the better!

A winner will be picked from the photos submitted to receive $100 from
Hood County News, a one-year subscription to the newspaper,

and a gift from the sponsor worth $100.

The winning photo will also be run on the front page of the Jan. 11 edition of
Hood County News and on our website with an article about the winning pet.

Contest is open Dec. 2 - Dec. 30

o9 PAW COUNTRY

PET SUPPLIES

HCNEWS.COM

SUDOKU

Solution for the puzzle on
November 23.

Puzzle by websudoku.com
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One Trusted Office
For All Your Dental Needs

Dr. Smith & Dr. Fishe
You can be in and out

HoodCoun

llCNews*?&?ﬁ

310 W. Bluff St.

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!

r can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT!

the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and
worry free!

NO second visit

NO need to get numbed multiple times

NO goopy impressions (it’s all done digitally)

NO need to wear temporary crowns for weeks and weeks

Dr. Alexander Smith | Dr. Katrina Fisher
| Granbury | 817.886.8297 | www.westbluffdentalcare.com

SAME PAPER
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Safari fun at AVIVA

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

On Friday afternoon, Nov. 22, sponsors for AVIVA Granbury Retirement & Assisted Living organized a wildly fun safari-themed event for
residents and guests, who had the unique opportunity to touch and hold various exotic animals. The presentation featured a wallaby, a monkey,

asloth, and many more intriguing exotic animals.

Doug’s
Floors Plus

Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds
CARPET | TILE | WOOD | VINYL PLANK | LAMINATE

Located in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury

Fast, Friendly & High Quality Service
for more than 15 years.

Auto Repair & Lube Center
621 W. Pearl St., Granbury

(817) 573-0202

www.expresswaycarcare.Com

Clear
Choice
Hearing
Center

Dr. Bhaloo

682-936-4081

Brittany Bowers
817-573-7066 ext. 232 / brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

HoodCounty
HNews x5

astR, 12-YEARWINNER _#

Computer Design « Seasonal Planting « Mowing ¢

Yard Maintenance « Tree Trimming « Stump Removal

817-714-4270 | www.p]slawn.com B

Let Black Betty bring
the party to you!

* One-on-one conultations

e Vintage 1985 horse trailer

« Satellite bar

» Champagne Wall

* Hot cocoa and mockiail packages

* Customized packages to meet your needs
[Of 0]

Perfect for any event ;;:. 7

We are committed to making your h r-_*
event a unique luxury bar experience E]&_ o

Licensed and Insured

CARTER LANDSCAPE

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

- LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ,a%‘"‘?’&%
« IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE
« RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN $X

682-936-4028
CARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM

1y
BLACK
PETTY

MOBILE BAR

Heidi Gebhardt
817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidi@hcnews.com

Join Mama’s mobile
COUPON CLUB

Register
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

* Trimming

* Removals

* 24 Hour Storm Response

* No Tree Too Small or Large

* Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

Insured
& Certified

* Sick Tree Treatment
* Tree Repair Cabling
* Stump Grinding

* Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property
SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Madison Caster
817-573-7066 ext. 236 / madison@hcnews.com

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES

3 Months: $55/week | 6 Months: $50/week | 12 Months: $45/week
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“Cookbooks for the Family” by various authors

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

‘Tis the season.

The season to bundle
up when going outside. To
anticipate a holiday tune
or two, to admire lights on
your evening walk or to dec-
orate your own windows.
‘Tis the season to start look-
ing for recipes to wow your
guests this year, so why not
check out these great cook-
books ...

Just gazing at the cov-
er of “Al Roker’s Recipes
to Live By” by Al Roker
with Courtney Roker Laga
(Legacy Lit, $35) is going to
make you hungry. Just pag-
ing through it is going to
make you confident because
what’s in here are easy-to-
make dishes that your fam-
ily will want again. Check
out the sandwich section for
those leftovers.

You don’t have to be from
Wisconsin to want “Extra!
Extra! Eat All About It!" by
Jane Conway and Randi
Julia Ramsden (Wisconsin
Historical Society Press,
$30). What you will need,

though, is an adventurous
spirit to try the old-time
suggestions and a willing-
ness to enjoy the articles
that go with them. Tasty
recipes plus tasty history
equals a yummy book for
the person who likes to read
cookbooks and then actu-
ally use them.

Of course, you want
to bring the kids into
the kitchen so they can
host you someday, right?
So have “Kids Cook
Everything” by Mark
Bittman (HarperCollins
Harvest, $35), a nice hefty
book that’s meant for the
budding cook in two nice
ways: this cookbook is easy
for the 10-and-up reader to
follow, and the recipes in
here are both kid favorites
and kid-enticing. The side-
bars and illustrations just
make it better. Be aware that
you’ll want to be around to
lend a hand, but then ... how
could you not, with this fun
book?

For littler kids who need a
little-kid-friendly first cook-
book, find “Look and Cook

Breakfast” by Valorie Fisher
(Astra Young Readers,
$19.99). Step-by-step pic-
tures make this book per-
fect for the smallest kitchen
helper, ages 5 to 8.

So your shelves are full of
cookbooks, thankyouvery-
much, but you still want to
read something new about
food? Then look for “Cold
Kitchen: A Year of Culinary
Journeys” by Caroline Eden
(Bloomsbury, $27.99) and
take a trip through Eastern
Europe and Central Asia
with Eden, a Scottish writer
who’s happy to have you
along. You won't find reci-
pes in this book, but you'll
find plenty of inspiration.

Likewise, there are no reci-
pes inside “Wild Chocolate:
Across the Americas in
Search of Cacao’s Soul”
by Rowan Jacobsen
(Bloomsbury, $28.99) but
chocolate. Chocolate in its
most raw form, in its most
hard-to-reach form, and
how its fervent fans are
working to ensure that the
wild cacao doesn’t disap-
pear. It’s a tale of adventure,

€.2024, various publishers, $19.99-$35, various page counts

perfect for reading between
meals and with a big bar of,
well, you know ...

And if these great cook-
books aren’t enough for
your hosting pleasure or

your kitchen counter, then
head to your favorite book-
store or library and ask to
see the cookbook section.
Better yet, ask if your favor-
ite bookseller or librarian

has some favorite dishes
and where they got them.
Because ‘tis the season for
(r)eating.

FICTION

FROM PAGE B5

Crickets generally do not
sing at temperatures below
55°F or above 100°F.

Some crickets do not
chirp in discrete bursts,
they utter a more continu-
ous trill.

A person had hiccups for
68 straight years.

To manipulate humans,
dogs can develop “puppy
eyes.”

Tulips were once more
valuable than gold.
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Chins are unique to
humans.

Our sense of smell is
strongest in the evening. It
is lowest between 3 and 9
p-m.

The animal with the stron-
gest sense of smell is the
African Elephant.

Pistol shrimp are named
for their unusual method
of stunning their meals
— shooting air bubbles at
speeds similar to a bullet.
The bursting bubbles cre-
ate shock waves, complete
with flashes of light and
loud noise, which have
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been known to disrupt
underwater submarine
communication.

Eleven U.S. states have
just one area code.

Henry Ford once designed
a plastic car made from
soybeans.

Jeep owners spread kind-
ness by exchanging rubber
ducks.

The first modern per-
fume was created for Queen
Elizabeth of Hungary in
1370.

Cows are colorblind. And
they aren’t the only animals
with colorblindness. Others
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include dolphins, horses,
certain birds and marmots.

Capuchin monkeys gen-
tly stick their finger in one
another’s eye sockets as a
bonding ritual.

The weight in pounds of
Craven Heifer, the heaviest
known cow, is 4,368.

California currently uses
40 area codes, the most of
any state.

Akron, Ohio, is known as
“Rubber City” because of its
long history of rubber and
tire manufacturing.

Hot water will turn into
ice faster than cold water.
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The Mona Lisa has no
eyebrows.

The strongest muscle in
the body is the tongue.

Ants take rest for around
8 minutes in a 12-hour
period.

“I Am” is the shortest
complete sentence in the
English language.

Canadian researchers
have found that Einstein’s
brain was 15% wider than
normal.

In 10 minutes, a hurri-
cane releases more energy
than all the world’s nuclear
weapons combined.
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You can fry an egg on the
sidewalk when the tempera-
ture reaches 158 degrees F.

On average, 100 people
choke to death on ball-
point pens every year. (This
never happened back when
we used feather quills on
parchment.)

On average, people fear
spiders more than they do
death.
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