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Pecan Plantation VFD/EMS board election sparks controversy

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

Pecan Plantation’s Volunteer
Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services Auxiliary hosted
a candidate forum Monday, Oct.
21, at the EEA hangar. The well-at-
tended event allowed community
members to meet new and current
candidates on the ballot and hear
the candidates’ views on pressing
issues firsthand.

Nine candidates have submitted
their resumes but concerns about
fairness and transparency have

arisen regarding the board’s candi-
date selection process. The process
deviates from the norm regard-
ing bylaw nomination practices
and voting procedures that do not
appear to protect voter identity.
Additionally, one candidate, Billy
Wimberly, was excluded from the
ballot with no reason provided,
raising further suspicions among
some residents about the board’s
integrity.

The upcoming election Nov. 7 has
led to discussions about transpar-
ency, trustworthiness and candi-
date eligibility. Some candidates,
including Janie Narducci, Gary

Guffey, Phillip Mayeux, and Gary
Marks, did not attend the Oct. 21
forum, leaving the community
wanting to hear from all candi-
dates. The newly appointed VFD
Chief and the EMS Chief were also
absent.

CANDIDATES SELECTED BY THE

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Voting instructions accompany-
ing the resumes revealed the can-
didate with the most votes for the
category would occupy the first po-
sition, and the candidate garnering
the next highest number of votes
would automatically secure the

next position in that category.

Positions 1 and 2, financial man-
agement category: Jeanie Curry,
Janie Narducci

Positions 3 and 4, business man-
agement category: Gary Guffey,
Phillip Mayeux, Ken Vehstedt, (Billy
Wimberly)

Position 5, emergency manage-
ment category: Gary A. Marks,
Laverne Franzen, Richard Beardsley

THE EXCLUSION OF BILLY WIMBERLY
A point of contention for many

is the exclusion of Billy Wimberly

from the official ballot. Wimberly, a

30-year volunteer Pecan firefighter

and current Granbury ISD board
trustee, submitted his resume by
the Sept. 17 deadline but was in-
formed that his role on the GISD
board presented a conflict of inter-
est. Wimberly disagrees, stating,
“This is patently false.” He noted
also that his resignation from the
volunteer fire department Oct. 1
should have eliminated potential
conflict.

Despite running a write-in cam-
paign for Position 3 or 4, Wimberly
noticed on social media a posting
indicating that any write-in votes
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Strings of success:
County honors
Grand Master Fiddler
Ridge Roberts with
proclamation

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Ridge Roberts, right, shares a laugh with Hood County
Judge Ron Massingill as they reminisce about their first
meeting when Roberts was only 7 years old.

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County Commissioners Court came
alive Oct. 22, when local fiddler Ridge Roberts
played a beautiful rendition of “The Star-Spangled
Banner” — turning an ordinary meeting into a
heartwarming performance.

Roberts — who now holds the official title Grand
Master Fiddler — was recognized during the meet-
ing with a special proclamation to honor his out-
standing achievements in the art of fiddling.

“We have Ridge Roberts here,” Hood County
Judge Ron Massingill announced Tuesday. “I think
everybody here in this room knows who this guy is,
because everybody in the nation does.”

The 21-year-old Hood County native has been fid-
dling his way to the top ever since he started play-
ing the fiddle at the young age of 7.

At the age of 9, Roberts began showcasing his tal-
ent at civic organizations in Hood County. Today,
he still performs at local events in the area, but his
exceptional skills have also taken him to venues
across the country.

In 2013, at the age of 10, Roberts entered and
won his first fiddle contest — and from that point
on, the spotlight has followed him, as he quickly
became a rising star in the fiddling community.

Roberts has since won more than 15 cham-
pionships, including the Oklahoma State
Championship, the Grand Lakes National
Championship, and the World Championship in
Crockett — all won in 2018 — and the Colorado
State Championship in 2019.

He also won his first Grand Masters
Championship at the age of 16 in 2019 and won
the Grand Championship at the National Old-Time
Fiddlers contest in Weiser, Idaho in June of this
year.

But his most recent accomplishment is when
he secured his second victory at the prestigious
Grand Master Fiddle Contest held in Franklin,
Tennessee, Sept. 1. This highly competitive event
— which attracts top fiddlers from coast to coast —
is one of the most renowned events in the fiddling
community.

To honor Roberts for his outstanding achieve-
ments, the court issued a proclamation that invites
all Hood County residents to join in celebrating his
dedication, extraordinary talent, and remarkable
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using the Skeletons for St. Jude fundraiser.

SKELETONS
FORISTJUDE

PHOTOS 5Y ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Granbury resident Brad Yarborough's display in his front yard may look a little spine-tingling, but it's all for a good cause. This weekend and
Halloween night, trick-or-treaters can visit Yarborough's home at 204 Donna Circle. Parents can donate to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Spooktacular fundraiser transforms Halloween spirit into lifesaving support

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

howling werewolf and a cackling witch

are just some of the many characters on

display in Bradley Yarborough’s yard for

Halloween — creating a haunting spec-
tacle that will make even the bravest trick-or-treaters
pause in their tracks.

But beyond the frights and
fun, this spine-tingling display
serves a heartfelt purpose — to
raise funds and awareness for

been decorating for Halloween
as long as I can remember,

and then I heard about the
Skeletons for St. Jude (fund-

St. Jude Children’s Research raiser) ... It combines my two fa-
Hospital. vorite things: helping kids and
“Halloween is my favorite Halloween.”

holiday,” Yarborough said. “I've The Skeletons for St. Jude

fundraiser was originally cre-
ated by North Carolina resident
Jeff Robertson in 2020, ac-
cording to the St. Jude web-
site. After building a “spooky-
but-fun” Halloween display in
his front yard, his town took
notice, with neighbors, friends
and local media marveling at
his work. Seeing the huge in-
terest his Halloween display
caused, Robertson decided to
use the attention for good by
starting a fundraiser for St.
Jude.

Since then, the Skeletons for
St. Jude fundraiser has drawn
a Facebook community “like
a bat to moonlight.” A fund-
raiser that began with a single
home in 2020 has since grown

exponentially, with 669 homes
across the nation participating
in the mission just last year.

“What started out as me hav-
ing fun with a bunch of skel-
etons on Halloween unexpect-
edly turned into something
much more meaningful,” reads
a quote from Robertson on the
St. Jude website. “Meeting a St.
Jude patient and her family as
they visited our Halloween dec-
orations motivated my family.
And now over 1,000 incredible
partners join us to do whatever
they can to help St. Jude.Iam
so proud of what our team has
accomplished.”

So far, the fundraiser has
generated a total of $717,810
for the mission. In 2023 alone,
the campaign raised an impres-
sive $264,297, and the 2024
campaign has already brought
in $79,657.

As the movement gains
momentum, supporters like
Yarborough are embracing the
opportunity to make a differ-
ence in their local communities.

“I'was reading about it on
Facebook, and I was like, ‘Man,
I'want to join this crusade,’
and so I started doing it,”
Yarborough said. “Everybody
who does a big (Halloween)
display who wants to patake in
it, they can email (Robertson),
and you’ll get a sign that you

PLEASE SEE ST.JUDE | A2

Yarborough'’s haunting display
of decrepit headstones, spooky
skeletons, and scary characters
will make even the bravest trick-
or-treaters pause in their tracks
this Halloween.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Q granbury

New Member Spotlight

Edward Jones

Edward Jones- C.J. Prater,
Financial Advisor

As an Edward Jones financial advisor, I believe it's
important to invest my time to understand what you're
working toward before you invest your money.

COURTESY GRAPHICS
New Member Spotlight: Edward Jones- C.J. Prater. As an Edward
Jones financial advisor, | believe it'simportant to invest my time

to understand what you're working toward before you invest your
money. Whether you're planning for retirement, saving for college
for children or grandchildren, or just trying to protect the financial
future of the ones you care for the most, we can work together to
develop specific strategies to help you achieve your goals. Thank
you for joining the Granbury Chamber of Commerce!

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

S granbury

Member Spotlight
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Waterview Senior Living

We all deserve to live our retirement years in comfort,
style, and luxury. What are you waiting for? Learn more
about Waterview The Point Independent Living today to see
if this Independent Living community has what you need to

thrive in your golden years.

Member Spotlight: Waterview. We all deserve to live our retirement
years in comfort, style, and luxury. What are you waiting for? Learn
more about Waterview The Point Independent Living today to see

if thisindependent living community has what you need to thrive
inyour golden years. All Waterview The Point Independent Living
residents can feel like they're on vacation year-round by living in our
luxury apartments. Thank you for being a member of the Granbury
Chamber of Commerce!

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

g granbury

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Chad Ammons

Business:
A Plus Roofing &
Construction
Timeasa

Board Member:

Board Member Spotlight: Chad Ammons. We are so thankful for our
Board Member Chad Ammons with A Plus Roofing & Construction!!
Chad has been on the board for 1 year! When asked why do you like
being aboard member? Chad said “Anyone who knows me, knows
I have a passion for supporting our incredible community and
serving on the Chamber Board allows me ample opportunity to do
s0. Getting to serve along with the other board members and the
hard working chamber staff has afforded me the chance to meet so
many unique and respectable individuals that strive to better our
business community.” Fun Fact about Chad: Whether it's taking my
family out on the boat, off-roading in my Jeep, or hunting in west
Texas, | love being adventurous and in the outdoors. Thank you for
serving on our Bard Chad!

CHAMBER NEWS

Get out and VOTE!!
Your VOTE matters!!

By the Granbury
Chamber of Commerce

In Hood County we have
had some close results
when voting. While it often
seems like voting may not
make a difference, every
vote counts.

In today’s rapidly chang-
ing world, one of the most
powerful tools at our dis-
posal is the simple act of
voting. As early voting has
begun, it’s crucial to under-
stand why participating in
this civic duty is not just
important but essential for
shaping our future.

Voting is an opportunity
to express your beliefs and
priorities. Each ballot cast
is a declaration of what you
value — be it education,
healthcare, social justice or
the environment. By voting,
you empower yourself and
your community, ensur-
ing that your concerns are
represented in the decision
making process.

While national and state-
level elections often domi-
nate the headlines, it is the
local elections that have a

direct impact on our daily
lives. The decisions made
by school board members
and city council representa-
tives influence our schools,
streets, neighborhoods and
public services. They de-
termine property taxes, al-
locate budgets and set poli-
cies that impact the quality
of life for residents.

Voting is not just about
the present; it’s also about
the future. Decisions made
today will shape the world
that future generations
inherit. By participating in
elections, you play a role in
determining the direction
of policies that will affect
the environment, economy
and social structures for
years to come.

Many people feel disillu-
sioned with politics, believ-
ing their vote doesn’t mat-
ter. However, every election
has been decided by a sur-
prisingly small number of
votes. Your participation is
vital. Engaging in the elec-
toral process can help shift
the narrative and foster a
more vibrant democracy
where every voice counts.

As we approach the next
election, remember that
voting is not just a right; it’s
aresponsibility. Your voice
matters, and by exercising
your right to vote, you help
shape the future of your
community and your coun-
try. Let’s make a commit-
ment to show up, speak out
and make our voices heard.
Get out and VOTE!

EARLY VOTING

LOCATIONS AND TIMES
Annex 1 meeting room:
1410 W. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048

Saturday, Oct. 26,
7 am.-7 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 27,
9 am.-3 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 28 through
Friday, Nov. 1, 7 am.-7 p.m.

Action Methodist Church:
3433 Fall Creek Highway,
Granbury, TX 76048
Monday, Oct. 28 through
Friday, Nov. 1, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

WHY VOTING IS IMPORTANT
1. Empowerment: Your
vote is your voice. It’s an

opportunity to express
your opinions on issues
that matter to you and
influence the direction
of your community and
country.

2. Representation:
Elected officials make deci-
sions that affect your life.
Voting helps ensure that
those decisions reflect the
values and needs of the
community.

3. Change: If you want to
see change — whether it’s
in policies, leadership or
community initiatives —
voting is a crucial step in
making that happen.

4, Civic duty:
Participating in elections
is a fundamental part of
democracy. It’s a way to
fulfill your civic responsi-
bility and contribute to the
democratic process.

5. Impact on future gen-
erations: Your vote helps
shape the future. Decisions
made today can have last-
ing effects on future gen-
erations, so participating
in elections is vital for long
term progress.
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ST. JUDE

FROM PAGE A1

stick in your yard, and you
can donate however much you
want.”

At 204 Donna Circle in
Granbury, Yarborough’s
house is decked out with
some of the spookiest deco-
rations, including menacing
pumpkins, eerie fog, decrepit
headstones, and a 12-foot-tall
skeleton.

As trick-or-treaters ap-
proach his ghoulish display,
however, they will not only be

greeted by an impressive array
of creepy figures, but also by

a sense of community spirit.
Nestled among “Halloween’s”
Michael Myers and rotting
corpses is a sign depicting the
St. Jude fundraiser, along with
a QR code, allowing adults the
opportunity to donate to the
cause.

“They see the sign, they scan
the QR code, and it'll take you
directly to the St. Jude web-
site,” Yarborough explained.
“Now, it's my page on the St.
Jude website, but there is no
middleman. Every dollar goes
straight to St. Jude.”

While St. Jude accepts dona-
tions all year long, the biggest
fundraising time is the month
of October. Yarborough him-
self has already raised $1,005
in the first few weeks alone.

“Iraised almost $800 last
year, and it was off of just 5
or 10 bucks from people,” he
said. “Everybody sets a per-
sonal goal, and mine is $1,500,
so I'm hoping to reach that
this year. Actually, I'm hoping
to exceed that.”

With this being
Yarborough’s third time to
participate in the fundraiser,
he is excited to welcome even

more trick-or-treaters to his
sprawling Halloween display.

“I'welcomed over 400 trick
or treaters last year,” he said.
“Thave enough candy for 800
kids this year, so (I'll welcome)
as many as I can get.”

Yarborough mentioned that
each year he aims to include
something new and unique in
his display, noting that this
year, he hopes to enhance the
graveyard scene.

Utilizing five fog machines,
two fog chillers, and various
special effects, Yarborough
also relies on electricity from
his two neighbors to power

the impressive setup.

“It’s all with their permis-
sion,” he added. “We want
people to come look at our
cool display, but then donate
at the same time — that’s
what 'm hoping for.”

The special effects, light-
ing and moving parts will all
be functional starting this
weekend, as well as Halloween
night: Thursday, Oct. 31.

While Yarborough’s love for
Halloween may have played a
big role in his decision to join
in Jefferson’s mission, he said
he also believes in St. Jude
and its remarkable impact on

children.

“It's an awesome, awesome
charity,” he added. “And
something I'll be doing the
rest of my life.”

For more information about
St. Jude and its fundraiser, vis-
it stjude.org online. To donate
to Yarborough’s campaign,
use the QR code on A1 or visit
his personalized link at fun-
draising.stjude.org/site/TR/
DIY/ DIY?px=7741938&pg=
personal&fr_id=133399.

St. Jude signs will also
be available at the Hood
County Courthouse through
Halloween night.
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Old memories that come back to life

BY SAM HOUSTON

In the past I have writ-
ten a column or two telling
you about my friend Jayne
Austin. She is soon to be 94
years old, and we have been
amazing friends for almost
20 years. Jayne was born in
Durant, Oklahoma but lived
with her husband Marcus in
Gainesville for the bulk of
their married life. Marcus
was a band instructor and
later a school administrator,
while Jayne taught music
at the elementary school
level. About two years ago,
I moved Jayne to a care fa-
cility near my house so she
could be closer, and I could

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood
County News. He is also an actor, author,
playwright, performer and entertainment
producer/promoter.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

see her almost every day.

It was hard for her to move
from her longtime home,
but with no living children,
husband or family located
anywhere nearby, she real-
ized it made a lot of sense
for us to be in the same
town so I could see she was
being taken care of properly
and bring her the things she
needs.

She has adjusted amaz-
ingly well to the move and
has made several good
friends at the facility where
she is staying. She plays a
lot of bingo and Yahtzee,
and I enjoy stopping by

www.hcnews.com

after work and seeing how
her day went and how she
is faring. We have a special
friendship which I think
can be a little confusing for
some people. They don’t
understand how we can

be so close when we are

not from the same family.
When asked the nature of
our relationship, Jayne will
commonly respond, “we are
not related by blood, but we
are related by love and that
is even better.” I think that
probably says it all.

One day this week when
Ivisited Jayne I got areal
surprise. I walked into her
room, and she looked up
and before I could say any-
thing she spouted, “You will
never guess what happened
today.” Immediately my
mind went to 1,000 places
and frankly, most of them

were negative places. My
confusion grew because
Jayne seemed to be excited
in a positive way.

She continued, “one of
the aides came to tell me
today that a person who
is now living on the sec-
ond floor thinks I taught
her in school.” Evidently
the person in question is
very shy, but somehow, she
had heard the name Jayne
Austin being talked about
in the facility and she won-
dered if it could be the same
Ms. Austin who taught her

in school so many years ago.

Jayne did not recognize the
lady’s last name because of
course, it was her married
name, but arrangements
were made, and the lady
made the trek from the sec-
ond floor to Jayne’s room
on the first floor. Come to

find out, more than 70 years
ago, the woman had in-
deed been in one of Jayne’s
classes! Even though the
aide said the now 82-year-
old woman was exceedingly
shy, she sat and talked to
Jayne for more than two
hours. They talked about
some of the other children
in the class and what had
ever become of them as they
grew up, while filling in the
details of each other’s lives.
They laughed and listened,
and for a few brief moments
they were young again. They
were a teacher and a stu-
dent, and the respect and
love were mutual.

I am not sure when I have
seen Jayne happier than
she was that afternoon, and
from the reports I got from
the aides at the facility, the
same was true of the long-

ago student.

Who would have imag-
ined the two would be re-
united, so many years later,
in a care facility 100 miles
from where their paths had
originally crossed? My les-
son was you never know the
impact you have on another
person’s life and how cross-
ing paths might make an
impression that lasts for-
ever. Thank goodness for
teachers and God bless the
students who respect and
never forget them.

Thought for the day:
“Teachers affect eternity: no
one can tell when their influ-
ence stops.” — Henry Brooks
Adams

Until next time...Iwill
keep ridin’ the storm out!
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Ron Becker

Say hello to
Ron Becker!

employees.

the place they live.”
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MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

our neighbor,

Cresson’s Mayor Ron Becker has been living in the
Parker County portion of Cresson since September 2005.
He grew up in Stephenville, attended Texas A&M, and
started working in the oil and gas business. Ron loves
calling Cresson home because he believes the commu-
nity has a strong volunteering spirit here in Hood County.
Every day this spirit is reflected in Ron’s service and ac-
tions. Ron’s last job was as president of the second larg-
est chain of convenience stores/truck stops in the United
States, serving 8 million customers a day with 35,000

After he left, the company was subsequently sold for
$20 billion. Ron shares, “I was fortunate to retire at the
relatively early age of 52.” Nowadays, with time to enjoy
his favorite pastimes with his loved ones, Ron says, “I
like to fly, so when I retired we moved to Cresson where
I could live with my airplane. We scuba dive all over the
world, with Fiji being our favorite place.” After moving to
Cresson, Ron took up a third hobby, volunteer firefight-
ing. “I've been the chief of the Cresson Volunteer Fire
Department for 10 years; that hobby grew a little
says. “The Hood County News is unique, focusing on lo-
cal news and people. I like the way the Hood County News
tries to tell the stories of community members who are
volunteering their time in so many ways to try to improve

”

Ron

Texas Secretary of State shares security
measures for upcoming election

COURTESY PHOTO BY KHALIS MUSTAPHA, ADOBESTOCK.COM

Voter fraud and election security has become more of a concern in recent years. According to the Texas Secretary of State’s website, there is
no evidence that any voting or the voting registration process has been compromised in past elections.

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Special to the
Hood County News

As voters cast their bal-
lots this week for the Nov.
5 election, Texas Secretary
of State Jane Nelson shares
how the state has prepared
for a secure election.

“Texas leads the way
when it comes to election
security, and I want vot-
ers to know our state and
county officials are ready
for the November election,”
Nelson said. “Many secu-
rity protocols are new, and
others have been around
for decades, but Texans de-
serve to know the ways we
are working to secure their
votes.”

Texas has put several
security measures in place
leading up to the election,
including:

e Publicly testing vot-
ing systems before the
machines are used in the
election.

e Requiring background
checks for all personnel

that prepare or service vot-
ing system equipment.

e Multi-factor authentica-
tion to access the statewide
voter registration database.

e Annual cybersecurity
training for any individual
with access to the statewide
voter registration database,
mandatory reporting of any
cybersecurity breach, and
mandatory security assess-
ments for county election
departments.

During the election, no
voting system is ever con-
nected to the internet at any
point. Before and after use
each day, all voting systems
are sealed and locked with
devices containing unique
serial numbers.

Other requirements at the
polls include:

e Video recording and
live streaming of all areas
containing voted ballots in
counties with a population
of 100,000 or more.

e Election workers at the
polling place must confirm
that there are zero votes
cast at the opening of vot-

ing and at the end of voting
- they must compare the
number of ballots cast to
the number of voters who
have checked-in on the poll
list.

Poll watchers are also
allowed to observe at any
early voting and election
day polling locations and
at the central counting sta-
tion where ballots are being
counted.

After the election, the
state requires a post-elec-
tion audit in counties that
use paper ballots. The
Texas Secretary of State’s
Elections Division Audit
Program reviews and exam-
ines election records and
documents maintained by
county election officials to
ensure election law and se-
curity procedures have been
followed.

To further protect against
voter fraud, voters must
show an ID at the polls.
Voters using mail-in ballots
must also provide an ID or
the last four-digits of their
social security number.

When Texans register to
vote, they must provide a
driver’s license or a social
security number. Texas con-
tinually updates the state-
wide voter registration data-
base, removing voters who
are ineligible due to death,
moving, felony conviction,
or lack of U.S. citizenship

Texans have the right to
challenge the eligibility of
any registered voter in their
county.

Illegal voting is consid-
ered a felony in Texas.

Voter fraud and election
security has become more
of a concern in recent years.
According to the Texas
Secretary of State’s web-
site, there is no evidence
that any voting or the vot-
ing registration process has
been compromised in past
elections.

Early voting ends on Nov.
1. To learn more about
the voting process, visit
VoteTexas.gov.
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County discusses financial implications of jail expansion

CALENDAR

BY ASHLEY TERRY “This gives us some flex-
Staff Writer ibility and gives the sheriff ONGOING
ashley@hcnews.com department some flexibility FORWARD TRAINING

Voting is currently under-
way at the polls, with one of

in being able to maneuver
certain cell blocks based on
what the needs are,” he said.

Center “Beginner Typing
Skills” class. Call 817-573-
6677 or email info@for-

the county’s biggest deci- Deeds reiterated that the -,

sions hanging in the balance state’s growing inmate pop- IR R 2R

— the jail bond. ulation presents an oppor- THE GRANBURY Doll Club
Back in August, the Hood tunity for Hood County to is looking for docents and

County Commissioners generate additional revenue volunteers on Fridays and

Court voted to place the jail
bond on the November bal-
lot, which could facilitate
the much-needed expan-
sion and renovation of the
county jail.

The bond, which will not
exceed $50 million, will en-
able the county to address
overcrowding by funding
the construction of addi-
tional jail space of 209 beds
and refurbishing the cur-

—

in the future by housing in-
mates from other counties
with its additional jail space.
He clarified that the daily
cost of operating the jail

is calculated based on bed
availability throughout the
year. He states that current-
ly, costs are around $8,588,
but with the expansion and
the addition of 60 new jail-
ers, the cost per inmate is
expected to decrease, due to

Saturdays. Call 817-894-
5194,

FRIDAY, OCT. 25
HOOD COUNTY Hospital
District board of directors
regular scheduled meeting
atnoon in the second floor
Courtroom, 100 E. Pearl St.,
Granbury. Questions? Call
817-579-3200.

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

rent facility, which currently additional bed space.

holds 192 beds — creating a Hood County Sheriff Roger Deeds presents a layout of the proposed jail expansion to the Hood County “We can charge pretty

total of 401 beds in the jail. ~ Commissioners Court during a regularly scheduled meeting Oct. 22. much whatever we want SATURDAY, OCT. 26
The prOpOS&l deVelOped (tO house Other Counties’ HORTICU LTU RE IN the

by DRG Architects out- “But we need one jailer per  frame for getting this done,”  future and bring in a few inmates),” Deeds said. “As Hood - Lake Granbury

lines plans for a new jail 48 inmates.” he said. “I asked what that more dollars that we're put- ~ we found out with other Master Gardeners of Hood

facility that will accommo- Cost of additional equip- ~ would be like, and it sounds  ting into it? I think that that ~ counties, they charge $75 to County present Native

date up to 150 inmates in
general housing, provide
flex cell housing for up to
28 inmates (either male or
female), and include spe-
cial housing for up to 31
inmates.

The 30,606-square-foot
jail addition will also feature
anew laundry facility, an
exercise area for administra-
tive segregation, a general
population exercise area,
and multipurpose rooms.

Phase one of a
6,200-square-foot expan-
sion for the sheriff’s office is
also part of the master plan-
ning budget. The interior
renovations will encompass
anew kitchen, a larger sally
port, an expanded intake
area, and upgraded inmate
housing.

During a regularly sched-
uled meeting of the Hood
County Commissioners
Court Tuesday, officials
discussed how the bond, if
passed, will impact overall
jail operating costs.

According to estimates
from Hood County Sheriff
Roger Deeds and County
Auditor Stephanie Matlock,
the current operating costs
for the existing 192-bed fa-
cility would nearly double,
leading to an increase in
expenses across several
categories like additional
equipment, medical expens-
es, groceries, and additional
staff and training.

“I figure we're going to
need 16 new jailers, plus
two booking clerks, but the
corporals and sergeants,
everybody else will stay the
same,” Deeds explained.

ment, like washers, dryers,
security systems and com-
puters, will also need to be
factored in, with an estimat-
ed one-time cost of comput-
ers and infrastructures of
$2,500,000 and an estimat-
ed cost for three washers/
dryers estimated at $62,298.

“The estimated cost on the
computer infrastructure, I
don’t know that it’s going
to cost that much, but ...
until we get the plans really
drawn up, I don’t think any-
body can really say exactly
what that (cost will be),”
Deeds explained.

Once all costs are fac-
tored in, Deeds estimat-
ed the jail expansion will
end up costing the county
$7,868,953.28, with an ad-
ditional $1,850,621.28 fac-
tored in for extra bedding,
groceries and other neces-
sities, as the number of in-
mates in the jail will practi-
cally double.

Deeds noted that the daily
average number of inmates
fluctuates, with the recent
average being around 59.
He emphasized that once
the expansion is complete,
inmates will no longer be
housed out-of-county, so
costs should stabilize, and
the facility should be able to
generate revenue.

With a 401-bed jail and
plans to make 110 beds
available to other coun-
ties at arate of $85 per day,
Deeds estimated the county
could start generating
revenue of approximately
$3,412,750 annually.

“I don’t know the time

like it’d be a two-and-a-half-
year project, so by the time
we get there, I don’t know
the number of inmates we
will have in our jail ... but we
could bring in almost three-
and-a-half million dollars.”

Deeds added that the
project timeline includes six
months for design and bid-
ding, followed by 12 to 14
months for new construc-
tion and eight months for
remodeling — totaling ap-
proximately 28 months to
complete.

He also emphasized that
federal inmates cannot be
housed while the facility is
in debt, as accommodating
them involves additional
complexities.

“You can charge a lot
more for them, but I think
there (would be) a whole lot
more problems, things that
you got to do for the feds to
get that done, so I'll just be
happy when we can get ev-
erybody in one roof, so I'm
not even thinking about fed-
eral inmates,” Deeds said.

Precinct 1 Commissioner
Kevin Andrews noted that
this is a “multi-variable
equation,” as the county is
currently at the mercy of
other counties to house its
inmates.

“I've joked around with
Erath County and Joe Brown
over there, that maybe you
build a bigger jail over there
so we can send more to you,
but it costs money to send
these people off,” Andrews
said. “Is there some chance
that we could use those cells
for federal inmates in the

is a possibility, but one of
the things that’s important
here is the efficiencies of the
way that they designed this
thing.”

Andrews explained that
the requirement of having
one jailer for every 48 in-
mates poses a challenge of
managing larger groups in
confined spaces. He noted
that smaller cells would
allow for quicker interven-
tions in case of conflicts,
adding that labor would
then actually go down per
inmate.

“Right now, whenever
you consider the cost of the
mortgage and everything
that it would take to build
this building and pass the
bond, it’s a little bit cheaper
to keep them out of county
... butIbelieve that we're at
a tipping point right now,”
Andrews said. “We’ve done
our homework. We've got
a good plan here. We're at
a tipping point here where
we can set our own path to
be able to take care of this
without the reliance or the
sudden drop of counties
saying, ‘Hey, you've got to
come pick your inmates up.’
I think that this iteration is
very reasonable and that it
gets us to where we need to
be.”

Precinct 3 Commissioner
Jack Wilson noted the new
design includes flexible cell
areas that can accommodate
either male or female in-
mates, which he said will be
helpful, especially concern-
ing the recent increase in
female inmates.

$85 a day. Even on the small
counties like Bosque, they
get away with that and the
jail is only a 60-bed jail any-
way, so we’d be able to make
a lot of money off that, if we
have the space to do that
with.”

Wilson raised the concern
that, given the 28-month
construction timeline for
the 209-bed facility and the
subsequent need to relocate
inmates from the current
facility for renovations, the
county is still approximately
five years away from hav-
ing any “true additional bed
space.”

Deeds clarified, however,
that the 28-month expected
completion date also in-
cludes the refurbishment,
adding thatin 28 to 30
months, “We’ll be done.”

He also explained that
until the new facility is fully
operational, the current
budget allocates $1.6 mil-
lion for operating costs,
excluding transportation
expenses. He noted that the
total cost for transporting
inmates and housing them
out-of-county could reach
between $2.25 million and
$2.5 million per year, which
will continue until the new
facility is completed.

“I know that our auditor
and the sheriff have worked
very closely on getting these
numbers together,” Precinct
2 Commissioner Nannette
Samuelson said. “I know it
was a short time to get to-
gether but thank you very
much. I think this is impor-
tant information.”

ROBERTS

FROM PAGE A1

success as a Grand Master
Fiddler.

“Get your camera ready,”
Massingill joked. “I want my
picture with this guy.”

Massingill explained that
he first met Roberts when
he was about 7 years old,
when Roberts participated
in a friendly duel with “fabu-
lous” fiddle player Eric Tull
at their church. He noted
that at the end of their per-
formance, Tull laid down his
fiddle, and the entire church
“just started howling.”

“This young guy, we knew
he was something spe-
cial back then,” Massingill
added.

Roberts expressed his
gratitude to Massingill and
the entire commissioners

court, as well as the city of
Granbury, for their unwav-
ering support over the past
decade. He also acknowl-
edged his parents for their
encouragement and for tak-
ing him to his lessons.

“T know I could not have
done it without them (my
parents), because they did
everything for me,” Roberts
said. “My dad was the fiddle
player, so he was the one

that got me into it, so it defi-

nitely would not have hap-
pened without him, because
who even learns to play

the fiddle? But most of all,

thanks to the Lord for giving

me this gift.”
“I’s not as good as a re-

cording contract,” Massingill

told Roberts when he pre-
sented him with his certifi-
cate. “But it’s the next best
thing.”

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
The Hood County Commissioners Court came alive Oct. 22, when local fiddler Ridge Roberts
played a beautiful rendition of “The Star-Spangled Banner” — turning an ordinary meetingintoa
heartwarming performance.

MOM IS WASHING
OUR COMIC BOOK
COSTUMES, WHAT
DO WE DRESS
DP AS NOW ?

ZED by Duane M. Abel

THE PERSON
THAT DOES ALL
THE SUPER -
HERO LALNDRY!

© ©1024 DOANE M.ABEL

HIS

www.corkeycomics.com

BUTLER!/

Grasses of the Texas Prairie
with master gardener Glyn-
na Torres from 9-10 a.m. at
the Reunion Grounds, 641
Reunion Court, Granbury.
For more information,
contact the Hood County
Extension Office, 817-579-
3280.

HARVEST MOON Festival
of the Arts sponsored by
the Historic Granbury Mer-
chants Association. Fine
art, food and fun. Events all
dayfrom 10a.m.to 10 p.m.

COATES WESTERN Art
Exhibition and Sale open
10a.m.to 5 p.m. at the
David Southern Lake Gran-
bury Conference Center.

SUNDAY, OCT. 27
HARVEST MOON Festival
of the Arts sponsored by
the Historic Granbury Mer-

chants Association. Fine
art, food and fun. Events
from 10a.m.to 4 p.m.

THURSDAY, OCT. 31

FIRST BAPTIST Church
Fall Fest, trunk or treat,
bounce houses and slides,
petting zoo and more.
Questions? Call 817-573-
7137.

TRICK-OR-TREAT ON the
Historic Granbury Square
Dress up in your favorite
costumes and head to the
Historic Granbury Square
for a safe and fun trick-or
treating experience. Local
businesses often partici-
pate, handing out candy
and treats to the little ones.
This year's trick-or-treat
eventis sponsored by the
Historic Granbury Mer-
chants Association.

TO SUBMIT
CALENDARITEMS

Information should be
submitted at least two
weeks prior to the event
for consideration. The
Community Calendar is
afreelisting in the Hood
County News to inform
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should
be open to the public
and free to attend. Email
the who, what, when and
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street
address for the location.
The topic for the meeting,
program or guest speaker
must be included. Email to:
calendar@hcnews.com.
Calendar information
runs in chronological
order as space
isavailable.
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for him will be invalid.
However, Wimberly is en-
couraging supporters to
write his name in any way.
He suggests that residents
wanting to vote for him
should scratch out Phillip
Mayeux’s name and write
his name in. He hopes the
board will accept it.

CANDIDATES’ PERSPECTIVES
OFFERED AT THE FORUM

During the forum, can-
didates shared their plans
to improve transparency,
strengthen the department,
and foster cooperation
between the VFD and EMS
services. Here are candidate
responses to several forum
questions:

What do you envision the
duty of a board member of
the Pecan Fire and EMS Board

should be?

Billy Wimberly: “The
most important duty of a
board member is to have a
good background in com-
munity service.”

Richard Beardsley: “...
but we need to make sure
there’s never a question on
any of what we’re doing,
who we’re doing it for, and
why we’re doing it.”

Ken Vehstedt: “If money
was no object, we probably
wouldn’t be having this
meeting.”

Laverne Franzen: “I
think the two most impor-
tant things that we need to
do for our community is
the fire chief and the EMS
chief are an integral part of
the board, and they bring
ideas and thoughts to the
board, and the board rules
on whether they think it’s a
good idea or not.”

Jeanie Curry: “So I think
that just getting a trust fac-
tor built, working well with
team members on the board
is good.”

Do you have any ideas that
would increase the revenue

for the Pecan Fire and EMS?

Richard Beardsley sug-
gested exploring various
revenue streams for Pecan
Fire EMS, including the po-
tential for billing insurance
companies for damaged
equipment. He emphasized
the necessity of increasing
monthly donations from
the community, given the
high costs of EMS and fire
services. Additionally, he
proposed that obtaining
501(c)(3) status could open
up opportunities for grants
to support the fire depart-
ment and EMS, particularly
for funding ambulances.

Ken Vehstedt acknowl-
edged that he currently
does not have specific ideas
to increase revenue for
PPVFD and EMS, stating that
without reviewing financial
documents, any suggestions
would be mere guesses. He
emphasized that revenue
comes from two primary
sources: the community
and external funding. He re-
flected on the challenges of
maintaining financial sup-
port, noting that while some
community members have
been extremely generous,
many residents may not
fully understand the true
costs of fire and EMS servic-
es, which exceed the current
$20 monthly contribution
per household. He conclud-
ed that addressing these
financial realities should be
a priority.

Laverne Franzen shared
a few ideas to boost rev-
enue for Pecan VFD and
EMS. He mentioned explor-
ing “balanced billing” for
EMS services, which has not
been promoted before, and
increasing efforts to secure
grants for the fire depart-
ment’s equipment needs.
Franzen also acknowledged
the rising costs due to infla-
tion, which impacts medical
and fire equipment, sug-
gesting that residents might

SuU

817-573-7066

need to contribute more
financially in the future.
However, he emphasized
trying other options first
and expressed gratitude for
the generous donations re-
ceived from the community.

Jeanie Curry suggested
several ideas to increase
revenue for Pecan VFD and
EMS. She emphasized the
importance of reviewing
the budget for potential
cost-cutting measures, such
as optimizing fuel, medi-
cine and supplies expenses.
While acknowledging the
affiliate’s current fundrais-
ing efforts, Curry expressed
hesitation about asking
members to contribute
more financially. Instead,
she recommended focusing
on efficiency to make better
use of existing resources,
potentially reducing costs
without necessarily increas-
ing revenue.

Billy Wimberly highlight-
ed the significant financial
impact of Pecan VFD and
EMS’ status change from a
501(c)(3) toa 501(c)(4) in
2018, resulting in the loss of
tens of thousands of dollars
in grant funding. He argued
that returning to 501(c)(3)
status would enhance rev-
enue potential and provide
better tax incentives for do-
nors. Wimberly noted that
the EMS budget is between
$1.2 and $1.3 million, with
the current income from
EMS services being insuf-
ficient. He emphasized the
need for a stable funding
source, as the fire depart-
ment, which is all-volun-
teer, also relies on limited
income and county funding,
which is becoming uncer-
tain due to alack of certifi-
cations. Wimberly stressed
that regaining 501(c)(3)
status is crucial for financial
stability moving forward.

What do you hope to
accomplish, and what is your
top priority if elected?

Ken Vehstedt: “To accom-
plish (something) would be
to have a regular version
of this meeting with two or
three times as many people

“My top priority ... would
be to not ever hear again
that there are sides inside of
Pecan.”

Laverne Franzen: “We
need to work together. We
need to have the firemen
work with the EMS and vice
versa and not fight about
everything that happened
in here.”

“I'hope to support the fire
department getting togeth-
er again, and the firemen
that we’ve had out here in
the past with resignment, I
hope a lot of them will come
back and work with the
board that’s there now.”

Jeanie Curry: “What I'd
like to accomplish is unity,
peace, understanding, lis-
tening to each other, work-
ing harmoniously together
... getaplan of action, and
stick with it.”

“My top priority if elect-
ed? Listening.”

Billy Wimberly: “I think
the most important thing
that we can do is take
care of both fire and EMS
independently.”

“That $579,000 (grant)
is at genuine risk of being
lost completely, and that
would be my top prior-
ityis to ... get aboard that
can give them a lease, and
we can build that $579,000
addition for this growing
community, which is very
important for us.”

Richard Beardsley: “I
would like to accomplish...
trust and openness with the
board. We need to put this
back together and keep it as
one board, one group.”

What do you think the single
most important qualification
for serving on the Pecan
plantation fire and EMS

board is?
Laverne Franzen believes
the single most important

www.hcnews.com

qualification for serving on
the board is a strong focus
on financial management to
ensure the effective use of
resources.

Jeanie Curry believes
the single most important
qualification for serving on
the board is cooperation
and dedication to working
harmoniously with others
to develop and implement a
cohesive plan.

Billy Wimberly believes
the single most important
qualification for serving
on the board is having a
servant’s heart and a com-
mitment to serving the
community.

Richard Beardsley be-
lieves the single most im-
portant qualification for
serving on the board is the
ability to listen, understand
differing opinions, and find
common ground to create
and implement a cohesive
plan.

Ken Vehstedt believes the
single most important qual-
ification for serving on the
board is the ability to listen
actively to the community’s
expertise and concerns.

CANDIDATES’

QUALIFICATIONS

Candidates and their
qualifications for positions
1 and 2 — financial manage-
ment positions:

PHOTOS BY LAUREN DAVIS
| HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Jeanie Curry is a candidate for
positions 1 or 2 infinancial
management.

Jeanie Curry:
Professional and leadership
roles:

e February 1994: Joined a
pioneering house-flipping
company in Dallas.

e Expanded house-flip-
ping operations to Houston,
negotiating a standalone
business.

e Successfully flipped
over 100 houses annually,
implementing strict budget
controls and accurate finan-
cial reporting.

e Current co-president of
PPVED-EMS Auxiliary in her
second term, active member
since 2014.

e Board member of
Hood County Republican
Conservatives, serving as di-
rector of working groups.

Janie Narducci:
Professional and leadership
roles:

e Owner of a bookkeep-
ing and accounting soft-
ware consulting busi-
ness from 1988-1998 in
Charlottesville, Virginia.

e Branch manager of a
commercial office furniture
dealership from 1998-2003
in Fort Worth.

e Owner and director of
Advanced Medical Supply
from 2003-2010 in Duncan,
Oklahoma.

e Director of solutions
for Physician Practice
Management at Duncan
Regional Hospital, over-
seeing the opening of nine
medical clinics in two years.

e Grew annual sales of
Advanced Medical Supply
from $400,000 to $2
million.

e Partnered with a local
hospital to successfully sell
the business, managing a
staff of 18.

e Created centralized bill-
ing, accounting and pur-
chasing departments, build-
ing support staff to train 75
physicians on medical EMR
systems.

e Served on the Duncan,
Oklahoma Chamber of
Commerce Board 2005-
2010, turning annual losses

SCRIB

into a stable nonprofit and
covering embezzlement
issues.

e Studied accounting at
East Central University, Ada,
Oklahoma.

e Completed master’s
courses in business admin-
istration at California Coast
University.

e Treasurer for Pecan
Plantation VFD/EMS, 2024.

e Member of the Granbury
Middle School Boise
Olympics, 2023-2024.

e Member of the Granbury
Quilt Guild, 2013.

e Board member of
Harvest Bank, 2007-2010.

e Member of Duncan
Chamber of Commerce,
2005-2010.

e Member of Kiwanis,
2004-2005.

e Member of the Executive
Women’s Golf Association,
2001-2003.

Candidates and their
qualifications for positions
3 and 4 — business manage-
ment positions:

Gary Guffey: Professional
and leadership roles

e Served as chairman of
the PPOA finance commit-
tee in 2004.

e Elected to the PPOA
board of directors for three
years in 2005.

e Served as president
of the PPOA board from
2007-2008.

e Re-elected to the PPOA
board of directors in 2021,
filling a vacancy for 18
months

e Served as president of
the PPOA board 2022-2023

Phillip Mayeux: profes-
sional and leadership roles:

o Current president of the
Pecan Plantation Fire EMS
board of directors.

e Served as a board
member at Broadmoor
United Methodist Church,
participating in the Early
Childhood Learning
Center and church finance
committee.

e President of the
Wedgwood Civic
Association for two
years, successfully lead-
ing initiatives to cre-
ate the Wedgwood Civic
Association District to re-
duce crime.

e Served three years as
chairman of the board
for the Wedgwood Civic
Association before relocat-
ing to Texas.

e Actively involved in im-
proving accounting practic-
es for the Pecan Plantation
VED and EMS to meet
PPOA and Hood County
standards.

e Supporting the expan-
sion of the firehouse with
ARPA grant funds, collabo-
rating with Fire Chief Mike
Barrett.

Ken Vehstedt is a candidate
for position 3 or 4in business
management.

Ken Vehstedt:
Professional and leadership
roles:

e Retired nuclear engineer
with experience from 1974
to 1999.

e Owner’s engineer
for Ingres Empower at
Comanche Peak Nuclear
Power Plant.

e Lead engineer for me-
chanical and nuclear design
analysis.

e Co-founder and chair-
man of Shanghai Mechanical
and Electrical, 1999-2006.

e Technical services man-
ager for Fitzpatrick Nuclear
Plant and Indian Point 1T
Nuclear Power Plant, super-
vising 150 staff and man-
aging multi-million-dollar

budgets.

e Responsible engineer for
fire safe shutdown analysis
and NFPA plans at Indian
Point III and Fitzpatrick
facilities.

e Nuclear safety engineer
at American Electric Power
Plant from 1974-1983, fo-
cused on instrumentation
and control set point devel-
opment and post-DMI acci-
dent analysis.

e Education: Mechanical
engineering degree from
Stevens Institute of
Technology

e Completed Covey Center
for Principal Centered
Leadership training

Candidates and their
qualifications for position 5
— emergency management
position:

Gary A. Marks:
Professional and leadership
roles:

e Graduated from Glen
Rose High School in 1967.

e Earned a Bachelor
of Science from Texas
Wesleyan University in
1971.

e Obtained a Master
of Science in Healthcare
Administration from Trinity
University.

e Served as chief executive
officer and administrator
at Glen Rose Medical Center
for 39 years, 1974-2011.

e Led multiple building
and service expansions at
Glen Rose Medical Center
totaling $20 to $25 million,
including enhancements to
emergency room, inpatient
surgery, laboratory and ra-
diology services.

e Established and man-
aged multiple family prac-
tice groups in Glen Rose and
Pecan Plantation.

e Received 2011 Grade A
First Responder recognition
from Care Plan in Dallas.

e Achieved trauma des-
ignation for Glen Rose
Medical Center in the early
1990s.

e Coordinated annu-
al health fairs in Pecan
Plantation for over nine
years in partnership with
the Pecan Plantation VFD
and EMS.

e Established the Pecan
Plantation Family Practice
Clinic and Business Center
over 20 years ago.

e Provided medical direc-
tor support for Pecan EMS.

e Served as president of
the Glen Rose ISD School
Board for five years and
was a board member for 11
years.

Lavern Franzenis a candidate
for position 5, emergency
management.

Laverne Franzen:
Professional and leadership
roles:

e Owned with one of the
largest plumbing companies
in Denver, Colorado, over-
seeing multi-million-dollar
projects for large apartment
complexes, single-family
homes, and commercial
construction.

e Recognized as an up-
and-coming business owner
in Colorado.

e Served on the South
Adams County Water and
Sanitation Board from
1974-1976, responsible
for reviewing and improv-
ing multi-million-dollar
contracts for infrastructure
development.

e Elected to the City
Council of Commerce City,
1970-1976, responsible for
hiring the city manager and
developing long-range plans
and budgets.

e Participated in the City
Charter Convention, helping
to establish Commerce City
as a home-ruled city with

the charter approved by
residents in 1970.

e Completed EMT-B certi-
fication for Pecan Plantation
EMS in 2006.

e Recognized by the
CareFlite Dallas-Fort Worth
council in 2010 as an out-
standing EMT.

e Recognized as
Outstanding EMT-B by
Pecan EMS in 2010, 2011
and 2013, and named Crew
Member of the Year in 2015.

e Worked with Pecan
Plantation EMS from 2006
to 2021.

e Held master plumbing
certifications in multiple
states, including Colorado,
California, Wyoming,
Nebraska, Kansas, New
Mexico, Georgia and
Nevada.

e Active volunteer with
PPOA infrastructure com-
mittee, 2013-present, and
PPOA architectural control
committee, 2015-present,
serving as chairperson since
2019.

Richard Beardsley is a candidate
for position 5, Emergency
Management.

Richard Beardsley:
Professional and leadership
roles:

e Served two terms on the
PPOA safety and security
board.

e Retired professional
firefighter with 39 years of
service.

e Retired paramedic with
extensive field experience.

e Small business owner.

Billy Wimberly is a non-boarded
selected candidate seeking
positions 3 or 4in business
management.

Billy Wimberly:
Professional and leadership
roles:

e 30 years as a member
of the Pecan Volunteer
Fire Department, where he
served as assistant chief.

e Bachelor’s degree in ag-
riculture economics from
Texas A&M University.

e Master’s degree in hu-
man resource manage-
ment from Houston Baptist
University, with coursework
in accounting.

e Trustee and board secre-
tary for Granbury ISD.

e Over 50 years of experi-
ence with the Boy Scouts of
America.

e Ranch manager.

e Retired Delta Airlines
captain with 31 years of
service.

COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND

VOTING INFORMATION

On Oct. 1, all Pecan
Plantation Volunteer fire-
fighters resigned, along
with the chief, Mike Barrett,
and assistant fire chief Billy
Wimberly. While some have
since returned, many com-
munity members remain
concerned about the de-
partment’s leadership and
direction.

Pecan Plantation residents
can vote and submit their
signed paper ballots Nov.

7 at 9518 Monticello Drive.
Ballots are due by Nov. 7 at
5p.am.

E TODAY!

hcnews.com
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In response to recent res-
ignations that have shak-
en the Pecan Plantation
Volunteer Fire Department
and Emergency Medical
Services, Hood County has
now entered into an interlo-
cal agreement with the de-
partment to ensure con-
tinued fire protection and
support for the community.

“We had some things
that we’re working through
with Pecan,” Fire Chief Jeff
Young said during the Hood

County Commissioners
Court meeting Tuesday.
“I'believe all of those have
been resolved, so I'm bring-
ing forth their interlo-
cal agreement so that we
can ensure that we have
fire protection for Pecan
Plantation and the residents
that they serve.”

During the PPVFD and
EMS board meeting Sept.
26, Chief Mike Barrett an-
nounced the fire depart-
ment’s members decided to
resign Oct. 1, after strug-
gling to work with a newly
formed board that had been

www.hcnews.com

County enters agreement with Pecan Plantation
VED/EMS following member resignations

in place for less than six
weeks. He highlighted that
this marks the third board
change within a year and
voiced frustrations regard-
ing the lack of respect from
the Fire/EMS Inc. board to-

ward volunteer fire services.

To secure fire protec-
tion for Pecan Plantation
residents in light of these
recent developments, the
interlocal agreement —
which officially took ef-
fect Oct. 22 — includes a
$120,000 transfer to PPVFD
and EMS to be used as the
operational, maintenance

and fuel budget of the fire
department.

According to the agree-
ment, Hood County and
PPVFD will work together in
the interest of the citizens
of Hood County to provide
fire protection and reduced
insurance costs by reduc-
ing the ISO rating for Hood
County. Mutual aid will also
be provided by the fire de-
partment to any emergen-
cy service in Hood County
that requests help per this
agreement.

“The county really has
to make sure that the

$120,000 that the coun-

ty gives to the Pecan Fire
Department is used for
fire,” Hood County Judge
Ron Massingill said. “So,
you're satisfied that this has
been addressed and taken
care of?”

“Yes, sir,” Young said.
“And they did send me a
signed policy that ensures
that the fire chief will have
access to those funds, and
he will be a signatory on it,
and then second signature
will not be unreasonably
withheld, so they’ve met
kind of what we've asked

them to do. I'm satisfied
with that, so I'd like to put it
before the court.”

Precinct 3 Commissioner
Jack Wilson then made a
motion to approve and
sign the interlocal agree-
ment with Pecan Plantation
Volunteer Fire Department
and Emergency Medical
Services Inc., to take effect
Oct. 22. Following a second
by Precinct 2 Commissioner
Nannette Samuelson,
the motion passed
unanimously.

The contract will continue
until Sept. 30, 2025.

County celebrates Bob Lusk’s induction into
Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County
Commissioners Court
honored local aquaculture
expert Bob Lusk Tuesday
for “reeling” in the extraor-
dinary honor of being in-
ducted by the Texas Parks
& Wildlife into the Texas
Freshwater Fishing Hall of
Fame.

According to the Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center,
the Texas Freshwater
Fishing Hall of Fame hon-
ors individuals and orga-
nizations that have made
significant contributions to
freshwater fishing in Texas.
Inductees are chosen by the
Texas Freshwater Fishing
Hall of Fame Committee
from among those nominat-
ed by the public.

Lusk, a native Texan and
Hood County resident, has
devoted his life to the study
of aquaculture and fisheries
management.

With a degree from Texas
A&M University in 1979,
Lusk’s work has included
revolutionizing the care and
upkeep of ponds, as well as
developing fish foods and
feeding practices.

“He was doing pond man-
agement before pond man-
agement was even a term,”
said American Sport Fish
Hatchery Team Coordinator
Walter Bassano in a video
created by Texas Parks &
Wildlife. “People would call
and ask how they could
grow bigger fish in their
pond, and he would say,
‘Well, we need to implement
some pond management
practices,’ and they’d say,
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The Hood County Commissioners Court honored local aquaculture expert Bob Lusk Tuesday, for“reeling” in the extraordinary honor of
being inducted by the Texas Parks & Wildlife into the Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame.

‘What’s that?"”

Lusk was recognized with
the 2020 American Fisheries
Society award for Excellence
in Public Outreach and
induction into the AFS
Fisheries Management
Section Hall of Excellence
that same year.

He is also past presi-
dent of the Texas Outdoor
Writers Association and a
recipient of the L.A. Wilke
Award — the organization’s
most prestigious honor.

“It totally drives him ev-
ery moment of every day,”
Bassano added. “Because

he absolutely loves what he
does.”

Lusk is also the editor of
Pond Boss Magazine — the
nation’s leading resource
for private fisheries man-
agement and stewardship.

“We started at I think 600
people, of which 200 of
them were my clients,” Lusk
said in the video. “I sent let-
ters to customers, asking

them for a check for a maga-

zine that doesn’t exist. I got
192 checks for $24.”
Within the first year, the
magazine had grown to
printing 750 copies — but

now, Lusk reveals that 4,200
copies are printed every
edition.

“We're in 42 states, plus
all the Bass Pro Shops that
sell magazines,” he said.

“The magazine has made
a difference educating the
customer how to success-
fully manage your pond,”
Bassano said.

“He’s not afraid of any-
thing,” said Mike Otto, who
is a contributing writer to
Pond Boss Magazine. “One
of his favorite sayings is,
‘You get one chance to make
a good first impression,’

and he always does that.

“Bob’s contribution to
his field truly has been his
knowledge and his lead-
ership and the fact that
he will gladly share all of
the knowledge that he has
learned with other people
and do that willingly.”

Lusk explained in the
video that when he started,
there were 750,000 private
ponds and lakes — but now,
there’s 1.3 million.

“People need to know how
to take care of that,” he said.
“I can’t do that by myself.
I'love to share what [ know

and I'love to teach other
people, but I love even more
to watch them go do it.”

According to the proc-
lamation presented
by the Hood County
Commissioners Court, Lusk
is a “true pioneer in the
development and manage-
ment of freshwater ponds
and fisheries.” It states that
he has rightfully earned his
reputation as “one of the
country’s foremost experts
in the field,” and that his
“legacy of leading-edge re-
search and innovation has
had a profound impact on
the anglers and fishery own-
ers in Texas and around the
world.”

“What this career and
what my clients have given
me is a chance to never have
a job — to follow my pas-
sion, and to be able to go
out and keep that fire burn-
ing and never snuff it out,”
Lusk added in the video.

“The Texas Parks and
Wildlife started this in
the 70s or something,”
Hood County Judge Ron
Massingill explained during
the commissioners meeting
Oct. 22. “There’s 39 mem-
bers in this hall of fame
deal, so this is a very pres-
tigious organization to get
into.”

The proclamation states
that the court is honored to
have Lusk representing the
county on the Upper Trinity
Groundwater Conservation
District.

In addition, the court en-
courages all Hood County
residents to join the court
in congratulating Lusk on
his induction to the Texas
Freshwater Fishing Hall of
Fame.

HCAD returns $294,429 of excess funds to taxing entities

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood Central
Appraisal District autho-
rized the return of $294,429
of excess funds to the tax-
ing entities during its regu-
larly scheduled meeting
Oct. 16.A document from
HCAD’s meeting last week
reveals the organization
ended the 2023 fiscal year
with excess funds that sur-
passed its expected bud-
getary needs. The excess
funds resulted from various
factors such as cost sav-
ings, lower than expected

revenues, or underspending
in certain budget areas.

The board engaged in an
open discussion to evaluate
the best course of action to
handle the excess funds —
ultimately voting to return
the funds back to the taxing
entities.

According to Hood
County Judge Ron
Massingill, Chief Appraiser
Jeff Law delivered a check
to the county Oct. 21 in the
amount of $69,773.

“I delivered the check to
both the auditor and to the
treasurer,” Massingill said.
“We received another check
that was much larger than

this for excess funds for the
five previous years.”

During a Hood County
Commissioners Court
meeting Oct. 22, Precinct
2 Commissioner Nannette
Samuelson confirmed to
the public that Granbury
Independent School District
also received a return of
$187,000, as the district
represents a significant por-
tion of local tax revenue.

After the discussion, resi-
dent Tina Brown inquired
about how the county plans
to utilize its portion of the
funds.

“It hasn’t been decided
yet, but there’s plenty of

uses for it, I'll tell you that,”
Massingill told her. “I don’t
know, but it’s in a fund. We
had to get the money first,
so we just got the money,
and we will be deciding that
in future commissioner
courts.”

HCAD has faced scrutiny
in recent months over its
financial management and
past expenditures, with
many taxing entities con-
sidering a forensic audit for
the district.

The Hood County
Commissioners Court,
Granbury City Council and
Tolar City Council each
passed resolutions urging

HCAD to undergo a forensic
audit of the prior five fiscal
years. The GISD board voted
to suspend the resolution
for an audit indefinitely

due to cost concerns, while
Lipan ISD chose to refrain
from taking any action.

In a similar move, Hood
County and the cities of
Granbury and Tolar have
also recently chosen to
disapprove HCAD’s 2025
budget, citing concerns
over excessive spending,
lack of transparency and
over-budgeting.

Hood County’s resolution
also requested that excess
surplus and reserve funds

There’s more inside

be returned to the taxing
entities, and to refund mon-
ies paid for unapproved
ventures that may be identi-
fied in a forensic audit of
the prior five years of HCAD
expenditures.

In contrast, the GISD
board approved HCAD’s
2025 budget with a 3:2 vote
— reflecting differing views
among local entities.

As this situation contin-
ues to unfold, local officials
continue to emphasize the
importance of accountabili-
ty and transparency in man-
aging taxpayer funds.

than just headlines.

hcnews.com/subscribe
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City honors Powered for Li

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Students enrolled in
Forward Training Center’s
Powered for Life class re-
ceived a warm welcome and
recognition from city offi-
cials when they attended the
Granbury City Council meet-
ing Oct. 15.

The STARS Accelerated
High School students are
enrolled in the program
to gain tools and skills
necessary to gain future
employment.

During the meeting,
Mayor Jim Jarratt, City
Manager Chris Coffman,
and City Attorney Jeremy
SoRelle spoke highly
about the program and its
students.

“One of the things that he
(instructor Walter Wilson)
does is ask us to come in
and speak to this group,”
Jarratt said. “Every time that
we come, we always get this
question: ‘What’s the best
part of your job?’ I guaran-
tee you (the answer) is be-
ing right there, at that right
time, and at that moment,
because meeting with these
young adults who are our
future is the best part of the
job.”

Coffman explained that
the interactions they have
with the students offer a
truly unique one-on-one ex-
perience, adding that he an-
swers all types of questions
— everything from, “What
do you do?” to “How much
do you make?”

“It’s a learning curve for
everybody and we get to
know each other,” Coffman
said. “Sometimes we get to

www.hcnews.com
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Granbury City Attorney Jeremy SoRelle speaks about Forward Training Center’s Powered for Life program during a regularly scheduled Granbury City Council meeting Oct. 15.

group because they come
and apply for a job, and
that’s always encouraging,
so that’s part of what we do,
is try to mentor these folks
right along.”

“It’s an incredible pro-
gram,” SoRelle added.
“Every time Walt (Wilson)
calls and says, ‘Hey, can you

come out and talk to the
kids?’ I'm like, 30 minutes
early. Ilove it. It’s exciting,
and I love interacting with
them.”

SoRelle added that he ap-
preciates the way Wilson
personalizes the experience

for each student — especial-

ly if they have a specific ca-

reer in mind for the future.
“I'might not go for a few
months, and then he’ll call
me up and say, ‘Hey, we
got akid that wants to be a
lawyer.” Great. I'm there,” he
said. “We go in and we have
a great time.”
“To have these people
take time out of their day to

come and donate their time
to the kids is really some-
thing special and unique to
this community,” Wilson
said. “You should all be
proud of what they do, be-
cause they really do take the
time to spend an hour-and-
a-half to two hours a day
during the class and pour

into them.”

Coffman congratulated
the students on getting one
step closer to completing
the Powered for Life pro-
gram, and also encouraged
them to keep an eye on the
city’s job postings.

“We’re always looking to
hire people,” he added.

hire somebody out of that
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October is

Domestic Violence Awareness ]‘W-o'nth

CHOOSE to see. e
CHOOSE to help.

Between September 1, 2023 and August 31, 2024, we provided services
to 322 residential and non-residential clients. 142 were women, 70 were
children and 9 were men.

I’-‘ -
MISSION
GRANBURYZ

We answered 950 hotline calls and housed 142 women and 70 children in
the Ada Carey Shelter for Women and Children.

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP

Please consider making a donation to support any
of the various programs available at Mission Granbury.

Learn more and donate at
https:/www.missiongranury.org/donate
or scan the QR code.

Thank you for your support!
817-579-6866

7 -573-7066

24-hour Crisis Hotline 844-579-6848

TODAY!

—
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Residents got the opportunity to clear out stacks of old tax returns, old bills, bank statements and the like at the City of Granbury’s free community paper shredding event Saturday, Oct. 19 at city hall.
Approximately 79 vehicles drove through as Granbury Volunteer Fire Department Support Brigade members unloaded and nearly filled a shred truck.
Attendees donated $174 to the Fire Department/Support Brigade.
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Aurora Petersen
August 8, 1931 - October 15, 2024

It is with great sadness
we share the passing of
our amazing Aurora Pe-
tersen on Oct. 15, 2024, in
Granbury, Texas at the age
of 93. Aurora was born on
Aug. 8, 1931, in Dallas,
Texas, the youngest of five
children to Pete and
Dominga Vidales.

She is predeceased by
her brothers Andy and
James Vidales, and her sis-
ters Lucy Jones and Isado-
ra Vidales. She is survived
by her loving husband Ron
Petersen, daughter Lisa
Davison (husband Charlie)
and son John Tubbs (wife
Noemi).

Aurora came from hum-
ble beginnings. Her father
was a simple laborer with
a large family to support.
Despite a difficult start in
life, Aurora succeeded in
graduating from Crozier
Technical High School in
downtown Dallas, Texas,
and proceeded to carve
out a professional career
through diligent hard
work, a trait she would
weld throughout her life.
She eventually became an
inventory specialist with
Aerospatiale Helicopter in
Grand Prairie, Texas. While
there, she leveraged her
Hispanic background to
serve as Aerospatiale's liai-
son with their affiliate in
Mexico City.

Aurora married Robert
Tubbs on May 19,1963,
and later divorced in 1975.
In September of 1983, she
married her husband of 41
years, Ron Petersen. Auro-
ra and Ron made their lov-
ing home in Granbury,
Texas, with a short time
spent living in Phoenix,
Arizona. They spent much
time traveling together, in-
cluding extensive trips to
Mexico. Aurora was a de-
vout Catholic, and with
Ron they remained active
in church activities and
fundraising throughout
their years in Granbury.

The hallmark of Auro-
ra's life was her unbound-
ed empathy and caring for
others. Placing the con-
cerns of others above her
own was a way of life for
Aurora. After retiring from

her professional life, she
worked with Fossil Rim
Wildlife Center and then
became the director of the
Granbury Convention and
Visitors Bureau.

Aurora's passion for the
Granbury community led
her to become a leader and
advocate for Habitat for
Humanity, where she
served for 13 years. This
was a natural fit for Auro-
ra and her joyful desire to
help others. Not only did
she embrace the hard
work of physically build-
ing homes, but she was
also very active in Habitat
for Humanity's Family Sup-
port group. Aurora became
the personal advocate for
many of the families and
endeared herself to them
through her compassion,
caring and genuine inter-
est in their well-being.
Once again, she leveraged
her Hispanic background
and served the critical role
of interpreter, as many of
the families did not speak
English. Aurora remained
connected to the families
after they were placed in
their homes, ensuring
there was always someone
invested in their well-be-
ing. Aurora's joyful loving
spirit, tenacity and kind-
ness are an enduring ex-
ample of compassion and
caring for all those who
were touched by her life.

Funeral service will be
held at St. Frances Cabrini
Catholic Church, 2301 Ac-
ton Hwy, Granbury, Texas
on Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024,
at 11 a.m. (Rosary at 10:30
a.m.). Interment will imme-
diately follow at Acton
Cemetery, Granbury,
Texas.

Rebecca Jane Wood
December 3, 1970 - October 15, 2024

Rebecca "Becca" Jane
Wood, 53, beloved mother,
grandmother, and daugh-
ter, of Granbury, passed
away on Tuesday evening,
Oct. 15, 2024, in her

Susan Lynn Wilcox was
born in Paris, Texas, on
Oct. 21, 1938, to Leon
Allen Wilcox and Frances
Virginia (Devlin) Wilcox.
Susan's parents loved her
unconditionally and en-
sured she grew into adult-
hood healthy, happy, and
well-educated. Susan re-
ceived a degree in biology
from the University of
Texas in Arlington, certifi-
cation as a medical tech-
nologist through All Saints
Hospital in Fort Worth,
and a BS in nursing from
the University of Texas at
Tyler. She also took special

Susan Kinney
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those in need. She had
many friends whom she
loved and who loved her.
She was a good mother, a

October 21, 1938 - October 19, 2024

courses at the FBI Acade-
my. While pursuing her ed-
ucation, Susan also was a
full-time mother, raising
three daughters, Francine,
Gwen, and Alicia. During
her career, Susan worked
as a medical technologist,
a forensic analyst, and a
registered nurse. She also
was employed in other po-
sitions.

In December 1990, Su-
san moved from Texas to
Colorado Springs, where
she received certification
as a registered nurse, mar-
ried Terry Philip Kinney,
and lived for 21 years. Su-
san and Terry moved to
Granbury, Texas, in 2011.
During Susan's and Terry's
marriage, they attended
five different churches, the
last being First Christian
Church in Granbury. Susan
was a faithful member of
all five churches, holding
various positions and
working diligently at each.
Susan had a deep love for
Jesus and knew that He
loved her.

Susan had a heart for
God's people, supporting
charitable works and
working one-on-one with

good wife, and a good hu-
man being. The world is
diminished by her passing.

Susan died on Oct. 19,
2024, in Fort Worth, Texas,
with her husband and her
daughters by her side. She
was preceded in death by
her parents, Frances and
Leon.

Surviving Susan are her
husband, Terry; her daugh-
ters Francine Taylor, Gwen
Martin (husband Mike and
son, Chad), and Alicia Tay-
lor; brothers Mark Wilcox
and Mike Wilcox; grand-
children Jeremy and Ryan
Davis; stepchildren Angela
Simmons (husband Brent
and sons, Christopher and
Austin) and Philip Kinney;
and numerous cousins,
nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Susan's
Life will be held on Satur-
day, Oct. 26 at 2 p.m. at
the First Christian Church
of Granbury. In lieu of
flowers or other memen-
tos, Susan requested con-
tributions to the Union
Gospel Mission of Tarrant
County (www.UGM-TC.org)
or the First Christian
Church of Granbury.
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Gloria Maria Canales
September 18, 1957 - October 4, 2024

On Oct. 4, 2024, Gloria
Maria Canales was promot-
ed to Heaven. Gloria was
born on Sept. 18, 1957 in
San Saba, Texas. Gloria
and her husband Robert
have lived in Granbury
since 1987, and they
raised their daughter Jen-
nifer and son Tony here.
Gloria worked for the
Granbury ISD for more
than 27 years, in the com-
puter lab at Nettie Baccus
Elementary, within the Hu-
man Resources Depart-
ment at the Administra-
tion Building and in the
Special Education Depart-
ment. She retired from

GISD in 2017. In these
roles, Gloria positively
touched many lives.

Above all else, Gloria

loved her family. She was a
wonderful wife, and an in-
credible mother and
grandmother. Her hobbies
were many. She loved trav-
eling, boating, bowling,
karaoke, volunteering at
her church and elsewhere,
scrapbooking and socializ-
ing. With every encounter,
she made others feel spe-
cial and important, always
asking them how they
were doing and all about
their lives. When it came
to her children and grand-
children, she never missed
a birthday or holiday - she
was a very thoughtful and
tremendous gift-giver. She
will be sorely missed by
her family and all who
know her.

Gloria is survived by her

husband, Robert Canales
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of Granbury; her daughter
and son-in-law Jennifer
and Jeremy Cook of
Roanoke, Texas, and their
sons Boston and Navy; her
son and daughter-in-law
Tony and Cheyenne
Canales of Burleson, and
their son Legend; her
grandson Noah Canales of
Waxahachie; her step-
daughter and son-in-law
Roxana and Victor Es-
pinoza, and their children
Destiny, Sydney, Stephanie
and Robert; her sister
Janie Moore and husband
Dennis; her brother Alfred
Soto and wife Shirley; her
sister Rosie Liquori and
husband Frank; her sister
Mary Blackburn; her aunt
Eugenia Bullock; and many
nieces, nephews and
cousins.

Gloria's life will be cele-
brated at 10:30 a.m. on
Nov. 2, 2024 at Acton Bap-
tist Church, where flowers
may be sent. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be
made in her honor to Ac-
ton Baptist Church.

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

817-573-1154

Holly Hills
Memotial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS
AND MONUMENTS,
CEMETERY PLOTS,

CREMATION GARDENS,

MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS

AND NICHES
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cared immensely for her
patients and was a care-
taker for people in their
time of need. Most of all,
Becca will affectionately be
remembered for her love

Richard, Coraline Rose,
Ruby Jaleeah, and Hendrix
Daniel; her parents, sib-
lings, and by numerous
cousins and good friends.

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY

Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.hcnews.com.
Advance payment is required and you may do so online when
placing the obituary. Obituaries should come from the fu-
neral home. Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified
with the facility handling the body or the church where service
will be held. You must provide the contact info for verification
when submitting the obituary. The Hood County News dead-
line for obituaries is 10 a.m. Wednesday for the Saturday paper.
Deadlines are subject to change during holidays.
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Gall our office
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TY ANDREW
Edward Jones
Financial Adviser

In the popular imagina-
tion, receiving an inheri-
tance always sounds like a
good thing — after all, who
doesn’t want a financial
windfall? And inheritances
can certainly be life-altering
events. But they can cause
challenges, so you’'ll want to
help your heirs be prepared.

To assist in this prepara-
tion, try to address some
key questions affecting your
heirs:

DO THEY KNOW WHAT'S IN

YOUR ESTATE PLANS?
Your family and other

heirs will be much better

prepared to deal with an

inheritance

if they know
what to ex-
pect. That’s
why it’s so
important
that you share
your estate
plans with
everyone involved. You
need to let them know the
wishes and decisions you've
expressed in your will and
other legal arrangements,
such as a living trust. Of
course, sharing this infor-
mation doesn’t necessarily
mean that all your heirs will
be completely satisfied with
your choices — but at least
they won’t be surprised, and
perhaps will be less likely

to cause disputes when the
time comes to settle your
estate.

Ty Andrew

WILL THEY KNOW WHAT TO
DO WITH THE MONEY OR

OTHER ASSETS?

You may be planning to
leave your grown children
a sizable amount of assets,
possibly including cash,
stocks, real estate, IRAs,
401Ks or other types of
valuable personal property.
But this inheritance brings
with it several possible
questions: Do your heirs
already have an investment
platform ready to accept
inherited stocks? If you do
leave behind rental prop-
erty or a vacation home,
can it be easily sold? These
types of issues are generally
not hard to resolve, but the
more prepared your heirs
are for their inheritance, the
quicker they can take what-

ever actions are needed.

ARE THEY PREPARED TO
HANDLE ANY TAXES THAT
MAY RESULT FROM THE

INHERITANCE?

Unless you have a very
large estate, your heirs
likely won’t face federal es-
tate taxes. (In 2024, the first
$13.61 million of an estate
is exempt from federal es-
tate taxes.) However, other
types of taxes may apply.

A few states assess state
inheritance taxes, and your
heirs could incur federal
and/or state income taxes
when they withdraw mon-
ey from inherited assets
funded with pre-tax dollars,
such as some retirement ac-

PLEASE SEE HEIRS | A10
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EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Do you or someone
you know have a problem with
alcohol? Meetings daily at 10
a.m.,noonand 7 p.m.at 1205
Lipan Highway, Granbury.

SUNDAY THROUGH FRI-
DAY

ACTON 12 Step Group meets at
7 p.m.at 3609 Acton Highway
(behind Madison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Alco-
holics Anonymous. Closed dis-
cussion for women only. Meets
every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 301
W. Bridge St. For more informa-
tion call 317-772-8124

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Life grief
support group meets from 3-5
p.m. for those who have lost
aloved one through death,
including the loss of a spouse,
child, parent, sibling or close
friend. For the past 28 years,
this group has helped people
work through their grief pro-
cess. Next session begins Oct.
20. Christian based, nonde-
nominational and welcome all
who are suffering. Parish Hall
of St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
Church. For more information,
call Phillis and Bill Brewer at
817-573-8915 or Sherry Bing-
ham at 817-657-0822.

www.hcnews.com

SYSTEMS

SUPPORT

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON group
meets every Monday at 6 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church, fel-
lowship hall, west entrance,
303 W.Bridge St.

ACTONAL-ANON 12 Step
Group meetingnoonto 1 p.m.
Located in the Acton Library
in the same building as fire
department, 6430 Smokey Hill
Court. For more information
call 817-308-3300.

ONGOING PEDALING for
Parkinson’s classes at the Hood
County YMCA. Stop by front
desk for paperwork packet and
info. Doctor’s release required
before your first class. Classes
are on stationary bikes and
assistance is provided by certi-
fied instructors. Mondays and
Thursdays from 1-2 p.m. Pedal-
ing a bike from 80-90 RPMs for
40 minutes has been proven to
help with Parkinson’s symp-
toms. Call for more information
817-408-0559.

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. A
noncontact boxing and fitness
program designed for people
with Parkinson’s Disease. First
Christian Church, 2109 W. U.S.
Highway 377 (next door to
Tractor Supply).

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK semi-
nar. Next session begins Sept.
10, 6:30-8 p.m. Presented by
StoneWater Church, Gran-

bury, this program is a support
group designed to help rebuild
lives. Book for course, $20,
“Finding hope after the loss of
aloved one." Register: Grief-
Share.StoneWaterChurch.com
or call 817-579-9175. May call
anytime for help.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY,
Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram. Free dinner 6-6:45 p.m.,
large group meetings 7-8 p.m.,
small group meetings 8-9 p.m.
Lakeside Baptist Church, 500
W.Bluebonnet Drive. 817-573-
2094. Questions: Tim White
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce
254-396-5918.

ACTON 12-Step Women'’s
Group meets at 5:30 p.m. at
3609 Acton Highway (behind
Madison Park).

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensibly
(TOPS). 8:45-10:45 a.m. Lake-
side Baptist Church, room
133C, 500 W. Bluebonnet Drive.
Maximum weight scale: 400
pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY
seminar and support recovery
seminar and support group
meets at 10 a.m. at Interim Hos-
pice, 1314 Paluxy Drive, Suite
200. Childcare is not provided.
Fee for Griefshare workbook is
$15. Details: 817-573-7474.

RE|ENGAGE MARRIAGE En-
richment meets every Thurs-
day at 6:30 p.m. at StoneWater
Churchin Granbury. For more

information email to paige.
kitchens@stonewaterchurch.
com.

ACTON 12-Step Women's
Group meets at 5:30 p.m. at
3609 Acton Highway (behind
Madison Park).

ONGOING PEDALING for
Parkinson’s classes at the Hood
County YMCA. Stop by front
desk for paperwork packet and
info. Doctor’s release required
before your first class. Classes
are on stationary bikes and
assistance is provided by certi-
fied instructors. Mondays and
Thursdays from 1-2 p.m. Pedal-
ing a bike from 80-90 RPMs for
40 minutes has been proven to
help with Parkinson’s symp-
toms. Call for more information
817-408-0559.

EVERY FRIDAY

CELEBRATE RECOVERY,
Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram. 12 step groups 7-8 p.m.,
“Friday Night Live! Church”
8:15-9 p.m. Lakeside Baptist
Church, 500 W. Bluebonnet
Drive. 817-573-2094. Ques-
tions: Tim White 817-223-0973
or Becky Pierce 254-396-5918.

ACTONAL-ANON 12 Step
Group meetingnoonto 1 p.m.
Located inthe Acton Library
in the same building as fire
department, 6430 Smokey Hill
Court. For more information
call 817-308-3300.

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER'S SUPPORT
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRSTTUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS
support group, 10:30-11:30
a.m.in the 1894 Building at
Acton Baptist Church, 3500 Fall
Creek Highway. For caregivers,
family members, friends and
anyone in the community. De-
tails: 817-326-4693.

SECOND MONDAY

LOCAL CHAPTER 238 of the
Disabled American Veterans
now meets at Charterhouse,
959 Charterhouse Circle, Gran-
bury at 7 pm. The purpose of
each meetingis to help the
Veterans Administration keep
its promise to take care of dis-
abled veterans and to promote
camaraderie among veterans,
both men and women.

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for
anyone grieving a loss in their
life. This is an informal gather-
ing over breakfast. Please join
us for conversation and com-
munity, location varies. Call
forinfo: Amy Dwight 817-894-
2449 or Danny Dwight 817-219-
9833.

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS
support group, 10:30-11:30
a.m.in the 1894 Building at
Acton Baptist Church, 3500 Fall
Creek Highway. For caregivers,
family members, friends and
anyone in the community. De-
tails: 817-326-4693.

FOURTH TUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone Ter-
race, 916 E. U.S. Highway 377.
Open for those with Parkin-
son’s Disease and their families
wanting to understand more
about this disease. Details: 817-
999-1470.

FOURTHSATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for
anyone grieving a loss in their
life. This is an informal gather-
ing over breakfast. Please join
us for conversation and com-
munity. Location varies. Call
for info: Amy Dwight 817-894-
2449, or Danny Dwight 817-
219-9833.

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to cal-
endar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.

POLICE BLOTTER

City of Granbury Police

Department Criminal Activity Report

7:52 p.m.: theft of prop-
erty on E. U.S. Highway
377

11:25 p.m.: criminal
trespassing on E. U.S.
Highway 377

The following is a
breakdown of activity
that occurred through
the Granbury Police
Department during the
period of Oct.15-21.
While there were many
incidents, this is a partial
list of more significant
activity.

0CT. 15

9:23 a.m.: driving with
suspended license on W.
Pearl Street

11:42 a.m.: assault on W.
Pearl Street

12:56 p.m.: animal bite
on Lipan Highway

**Three minor accidents
and 33 traffic stops oc-
cured this day**

0CT.16

12:50 p.m.: theft under
$100 on E. U.S. Highway
377

6:23 p.m.: theft on
Heather Drive

6:34 p.m.: burglary on E.
Moore Street

7:20 p.m.: theft on E. U.S.
Highway 377

11:12 p.m.: noise dis-
turbance on N. Lambert
Street

**Two major accidents,
one minor accident and 16
traffic stops occured this
day*"“

0CT.17
9:23 a.m.: mental person
on Meadows North Drive

LETTERS

DIFFICULT CHOICES

Looks like Hood County’s loss of Dr. Blocker is because he fol-
lowed the best options at the time to protect our people from the
2020 COVID-19 mess.

The unknown factors of the 2020 COVID-19 disease led to
healthcare and elected officials making very difficult choices and
laws to protect our people because in our history some diseases

2:03 p.m.: criminal mis-
chief on E. U.S. Highway
377

4:00 p.m.: theft on
Sunflower Lane

4:56 p.m.: missing per-
son on Arrowhead Lane

6:11 p.m.: livestock out
on E. Pearl Street

8:34 p.m.: threats on W.
Pearl Street

9:51 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on E. U.S. Highway
377

10:03 p.m.: driving while
intoxicated on Harbor
Lakes Drive

**One major accident,
three minor accidents and
19 traffic stops occured
this day**

0CT.18

6:57 am.: theft on E.
Pearl Street

9:28 a.m.: theft over
$2,500 and under $30,000
on Western Hills Trail

12:08 p.m.: custodial
interference on N.E. Loop
567

11:06 a.m.: burglary mo-
tor vehicle on Shannon
Circle

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

11:27 am.: SWAT called
out on County Road 407,
Somerville

11:33 a.m.: burglary
motor vehicle on Second
Street

2:29 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on Paluxy Road

3:09 p.m.: burglary mo-
tor vehicle on Shannon
Circle

3:46 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on Old Granbury
Road

9:36 p.m.: theft of a fire-
arm on N. Travis Street

11:53 p.m.: criminal mis-
chief on E. U.S. Highway
377

**Five minor accidents,
a warrant service and nine
traffic stops occurred this
day""*

0CT. 19

4:06 a.m.: minors in pos-
session of alcohol on Old
Granbury Road.

11:24 am.: theft under
$100 on E. U.S. Highway
377

12:08 p.m.: custodial
interference on N.E. Loop
567

12:38 p.m.: suspicious
activity on S. Morgan

**Two major accidents
and 21 traffic stops oc-
curred this day**

0CT.20

1:26 a.m.: driving while
intoxicated on E. U.S.
Highway 377

2:44 am.: driving while
intoxicated on N.E. Loop
567

11:27 am.: criminal mis-
chief on Tahiti Drive

5:58 p.m.: harassment
on Kathy Lane

11:24 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on Crawford Court

**Three minor acci-
dents, two warrant ser-
vices and 20 traffic stops
occurred this day**

0CT. 21

1:43 a.m.: possession
of drug paraphernalia on
Paluxy Road

3:13 a.m.: suspicious ac-
tivity on S. Ables Street

4:19 p.m.: theft under
$100 on Reunion Court

5:18 p.m.: hit and run on
E. U.S. Highway 377

7:12 p.m.: theft of ser-
vice over $100 and under
$750 on N. Houston Street

8:43 p.m.: criminal mis-
chief on Sunflower Lane

11:41 p.m.: possession
of a controlled substance
on Weatherford Highway

have gotten out of hand and cost many lives, especially the lives of
children.

Looking at a disease that has passed, one can see what did and
did not need to be done. Unfortunately, when faced with a new dis-
ease such as COVID-19 was, choices must be made to protect our
people as best we can. That is what was done. None of us liked it,
but we didn’t want a huge number of deaths ... especially children.

Thank you Dr. Blocker for trying to protect our people and adher-
ing to the law at that time.

Christy Massey, RN, BSN, MSN

DEAR EDITOR:

Regarding the “This is preposterous” article, I say this with
all due respect and Christian love to Commissioners Eagle and
Samuelson ... You must be insane! Or perhaps, simply misguided
when it comes to pandemics as a whole.

First of all, I do not know Dr. Blocker or his pandemic knowledge.
What I do know is that I was not around for the 1918 Flu pandem-
ic, so T had nothing on which to base my knowledge of protection.
That said, unless you were 102 in 2020, neither did you.

Yes, it was terribly inconvenient for everyone ... especially for
those who died. I am certain that school children suffered from the
abrupt changes to their routines.

Businesses failed and we were all scared. And FWIW, your
Monday morning quarterback-ness is just idiotic. If you have
a bone to pick with this fella, choose something else because
this fight just makes you look foolish. There’s an old adage that
says “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” We, as
Americans, are resilient.

And if I hurt your feelings, I apologize. That was not my inten-
tion. I was simply stunned at your take on this subject. For all those
who are standing on the Constitution, screaming your brains out
about having to shutter your business or wear a mask when walk-
ing outside ... You're able to do this because you are breathing.

L F Postero
2024

GUIDELINES FOR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination.” Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of
discrimination call HUD toll-free
at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

1540

Homes for Rent

2-1 House nestled in trees, carport
w/large storage building, fenced
backyard w/patio. 682-498-0023

SINGLE FAMILY HOME - GRANBURY
Available now 3-2-1 home. Fenced
backyard, W/D connection. West
side of Granbury. $1400 per month,
$1400 deposit. 817-925-9841

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

1010

Acreage for Sale

1550

Mobiles for Rent

Cresson - Recently updated Mobile
Home 2-1-1, fenced on 1/2 acre.
$1,000/mo with approved credit plus
deposit. Weatherford School Dist. Call
or text 817-706-1738

3-bedroom, 2-bath, Indian Harbor,
washer/dryer  connections, fenced
front yard, shed, $1,350/mo, $1,500
deposit. 817-776-1559.

Mobile homes and travel trailers for
rent in the Granbury area.
Immediate availability.
(817)919-4487.

LAND - GLEN ROSE 2 Parcels, one is
2.33 acres other is approx. 4.5.
Water & Electric to property. Call,
text or email Charlie for info. 254-
396-6885, Ch_bair@hotmail.com
Please leave message if no answer.
For Sale by Owner.

1020

Cemetery Lots

FARM &
RANCH

3030

Feed & Pasture

Hay for sale. Delivery available.
$45, $55, $66. 817-253-7369

2 lots for sale at Holly Hills Ceme-

tery in the Faith addition. $1400

for both. Will meet at cemetery.
(817) 880-9908

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

1510

Apartments for Rent

2 BR 1 BA APT $1225 Quite park-
like setting Fenced backyard Car-
port W/D hook-up Commute
Friendly, Walk to FNB, Shops, Fast-
food, non-smoking, No Dogs Cat
OK Leave Voice Message No Tex-
ting (682) 205-3079

HOME &
BUSINESS
SERVICES

5070

Cement/Concrete

JUAREZ CONCRETE
Slabs, Driveways, Patios, Rock Work,
Walls. 817-896-9805.
Quality Work. Free Estimates.

Taking Applications

1 and 2 bedroom apartments,
Located at Granbury Meadows Apts.,
Senior Gitizen, Handicapped or
disabled complex.

1201 N. Meadows Dr.
817-579-8612

This institution is an equal

opportunity provider and
6- employer. @

1520

Commercial for Rent

Commercial warehouses for rent. 2006
Bobby Ln, 10X10 overhead door, 3,000
sq ft. $0.40 per sq ft for $1,200/mo,
available 11/01/2024. 2010 Bobby Ln,
10X10 overhead door, 2,000 sq ft.
$0.50 per sq ft for $1,000/mo, avail-
able 11/30/2024. (817) 578-6423

1530

Duplexes for Rent

2BR/2 BA DUPLEX - TOLAR, Carport,
fenced-in yard, 1-year lease, no
smoking. $1,200 mo/ $1,200 secu-
rity deposit. (817) 578-5293

stay connected — henews.com

ALL CONCRETE & MASONRY Res-
idential Driveways
*Sidewalks *Patios *Curbs *Dirt/
Skid Steer Work*Leveling, Lot
Clearing/Removal *Fences
*Carports Small/Large Jobs.
Honest, Dependable!

5130

Dock repair/Rebuild

DOCK REPAIR/MAINTENANCE
Creekside docks, dock maintenance,
dock repair. (682)205-6996

5140

5200
Home Improvement

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC
One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting
A+ BBB Member

i snodgrasspaintingandremodeling.
Ele(t"cal com (817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
TECL#22551 50+ years AND REMODELING

Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC
NO JOBS TOO SMALL!
(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.
Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

5200

Home Improvement

[N
RELIABLE AND PROMPT
Home remodeling and

handyman services.
Please check out our website
Residential, Insured,
Rumneyhomeimprovements.com
(817) 559-9802

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

REPAIR RANGERS
Your go 2 handyman.
No job too big or too small.
(817)905-0983

g

2 (g
DEVIN'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
FALL SPECIAL 15% OFF

*Remodeling *Painting *Tile

*Granite *Kitchen & Bath
*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock

*Power Washing

DOUG STULTS

CONCRETE
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training

and more. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial
(817) 579-8450

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks
Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

Free Estimates. Senior Discounts *Sheet Rock Repair
(817)776-2200 or (817) 776-2201 *Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE
HARVEY PATTERSON CONCRETE 817-629-9608
Bonded-References (817) 219-7483
THE COWBOY HANDYMAN

Home Improvement and Repair
Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939
Dependable, Affordable Choice!

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

CONSTRUCTION WERKS
New construction, remodel,
carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial.
Residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

JRT CONSTRUCTION *Retaining Walls
*Driveways *Slabs *Stone work. *De-
molition of concrete. FREE ESTIMATES.
Cell: Israel (817) 894-2493

30 years experience. Free Esti-
mates. No Job Too Large or Small!
Call 817-566-4785

PROFESSIONAL TILE SERVICE
If you appreciate craftsmanship ..
If you have a discerning eye ..
When quality counts ..
PREMIER DESIGNS
- Bathroom remodels -

- Shower experts -
817-905-4441

Granath Construction
&Land Maintenance
Bobcat work, Land clearing, Brush Hog
mowing, Tree work, Excavating, Grav-
el driveways, Trench digging, Demo
and haul-off. Free estimates. Call Keith
817-559-0100

Landscaping/Tree
Service

— TRUJILLOS

! .
) Lawn Mowing & Edging
- ,\‘J Tree Trimming & Removal

= < 817-859-81S2
also clean
and level lots

FATHER & SON

Trim * Removal
Senior Discount
817-296-2880

NEW SERVICES AVAILABLE
Concrete work, also box blading
driveways, flowerbed cleanup, tree
work, custom tilling. Brush hogging
available. Free estimates.
Senior discount. 817-793-2245

BRANCH BOSS TREE CO TREE
SERVICES & FORESTRY MULCHING
Hazardous Tree Removals - Emer-
gency Tree Removals - Tree Trim-

ming - Stump Grinding
Pad Site Prep - Brush Removal &
Much More.
Fully Insured. Call for a Free Esti-
mate or to discuss your project .
Branchbosstreeco.com
(817)487-8448
Branchbosstreeco@gmail.com

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCK WORK
*Sidewalks *Retaining Walls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces
No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.
Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK
Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.

We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785
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CLASSIFIEDS

Deadline: Saturday issue, 10 a.m. Wednesday | SATURDAY, October 26, 2024

SPORTS &
RECREATION

6030

Golf

2019 Club Car gas golf cart, new Door
Works cover, red, $7,000. 817-994-
9513.

6040

Guns

LOOKING FOR Small gauge shot
gun. Small caliber rifle & handgun
for grandchildren. Text 432-582-
3019.

6070

RV's/Travel Trailers

2019 Coachman Freedom Express
192RBS 22.5ft. / 4142lbs. Always
kept in covered storage within
Granbury city limits. $13,900. Email
mav1999@yahoo.com for photo.

I MERCHANDISE

6570

Firewood

PREMIUM Split seasoned oak, $450
cord, $300 half cord, delivered and
stacked. CASH ONLY. 817-243-6827

6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

LIVESTOCK
& PETS

8030
Pets
\® :,
ly v
S
\\{v,
JULIE'S DOG HOUSE GROOMING

Very Reasonable; Senior Discount
(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway,
Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,
please contact
Hood County Animal Control,
1550 Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.
817-573-4277

I EMPLOYMENT

8510

General

Granbury ISD is currently looking for a
Carpenter to join our outstanding
Maintenance team. Only responsible
and qualified candidates need apply.
Criminal background checks and fin-
gerprinting will be required. Competi-
tive wages and excellent benefits, in-
cluding health insurance and retire-
ment. Apply  online  at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Granbury ISD is currently looking for
an HVAC Assistant to join our out-
standing Maintenance team. Only re-
sponsible and qualified candidates
need apply. Criminal background
checks and fingerprinting will be re-
quired. Competitive wages and excel-
lent benefits, including health insur-
ance and retirement. Apply online at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Granbury ISD is currently looking for a
Director of Maintenance to join our
outstanding Maintenance team. Only
responsible and qualified candidates
need apply. Criminal background
checks and fingerprinting will be re-
quired. Competitive wages and excel-
lent benefits, including health insur-
ance and retirement. Apply online at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

8510

General

Part time security officer in the Fort
Worth area for day shift. Also local
special events. Ed Herne (817)326-
4933 Heron Security

i e
Hood County News

The Hood County News is hiring
a part time delivery driver.

Hours variable,
evenings included.

Clean driving record required.

Competitive pay and
great work environment.

Please apply at
1501 S. Morgan St.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

Granbury ISD is currently looking for
Food Service Workers to join our out-
standing Child Nutrition team. Only
responsible and qualified candidates
need apply. Criminal background
checks and fingerprinting will be re-
quired. Competitive wages and excel-
lent benefits, including health insur-
ance and retirement. Apply online at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

8520

Construction

Experienced painters and remodelers
needed. Pay based on experience.
Must have transportation and phone.
817-578-8387.

I NOTICES

9031

Public Notices

LEGAL AD
Hood County Commissioners’ Court
has received an application to consid-
er a revision of the plat for:

CANYON CREEK, UNIT 3, LOT 24R

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the appli-
cation and to hear any protest to the
revision on Tuesday, November 12th,
2024, at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury
Room of the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Jus-
tice Center, 1200 West Pearl Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
TRC109& 114
CAUSE NO. C2023463
CHEYENNE NICOLE GALINDO, INDIVID-
UALLY AND AS NEXT FRIEND OF E.G.
AND H.G., MINORS
vs.
NOAH SHAWN DYKES AND JACKIE
LYNN DYKES
IN THE 355TH DISTRICT COURT OF
HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS
TO: NOAH SHAWN DYKES AND JACKIE
LYNN DYKES

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: "You have
been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. You are hereby commanded to
appear and defends such suit on the
first Monday after the expiration of
twenty (20) days from the date of the
issuance hereof. If you or your attor-
ney do not file a written answer with
the clerk who issued this citation, a
judgement may be taken against you.
In addition to filing a written answer
with the clerk, you may be required to
make initial disclosures to the other
parties of this suit. Find out more at
TexasLawHelp.org."

You are hereby notified that suit has
been brought by CHEYENNE NICOLE
GALINDO, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS
NEXT FRIEND OF E.G. AND H.G., MI-
NORS as Plaintiffs, against the above
named person(s) as Defendant(s), by
Plaintiffs Original Petition filed on the
30th day of NOVEMBER, 2023, in a cer-
tain suit styled:

CHEYENNE NICOLE GALINDO, INDI-

VIDUALLY AND AS NEXT FRIEND OF
E.G. AND H.G., MINORS.
VS. NOAH SHAWN DYKES AND JACKIE
LYNN DYKES. A suit is now pending in
the 355th Judicial District Court of
Hood County, Texas. The cause num-
ber is: C2023463.

A brief statement of the nature of
this suit is as follows, to wit: Plaintiff
CHEYENNE NICOLE GALINDO, INDIVID-
UALLY AND AS NEXT FRIEND OF E.G.
AND H.G., MINORS, by and through
their attorney of record, LEES. "KENNY"
PEREZ of KENNY PEREZ LAW, 1900
NORTH EXPRESSWAY 77, STE. A,
BROWNSVILLE, TX 78521 brought suit
under Cause No. €2023463 in the
355th District Court of Hood County,
Texas. On November 02, 2022, Plain-
tiff's Cheyenne Nicole Galindo and her
minor children, E.G. and H.G., were
traveling Northbound in the 1100
block of South Morgan Street. Defen-
dant, Noah Shawn Dykes, while at-
tempting to make a left turn on to a
parking lot, failed to yield the right of
way, and struck the Plaintiffs’ vehicle.
Defendant, Noah Shawn Dykes was
operating a vehicle owned by Defen-
dant, Jackie
Lynn Dykes.

Issued and given under my hand and
the seal of said Court, at office in
Granbury, Texas, this the 19TH day of
SEPTEMBER 2024.

WITNESS: ROBERTA ZAMARRON
CLERK OF THE 355TH DISTRICT
COURT OF HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS
BY Sarah A. Roach, Deputy

www.hcnews.com
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Public Notices Public Notices

M Trotter LLC dba Droptine Liquor
is making application to the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for
a package store permit located at
3817 Weatherford Hwy, Granbury,
Hood County, Texas. Matthew A
Trotter and Mark A Trotter are the
managers of said LLC.

NOTICE OF BID OPENING FOR
REAL PROPERTY
Granbury Independent School District
is accepting sealed bids for the pur-
chase of the following real property
(the "Property") as described in this
Notice of Bid Opening:

All of Lot 2, Block 1, consisting of 7
acres, more or less, on Acton School
Road Hood County, Texas according
to the Replat thereof recorded in Slide
P-959 of the Plat Records of Hood
County, Texas and described by metes
and bounds: available upon request at
Granbury ISD Admin. 217 N Jones St.
and all of 86 acres of unimproved
property located at 1301 James Rd.,
Granbury, Texas 76049.

It is the intention of Granbury ISD to
sell all of the Property based on the
best value bid that is submitted. If in
the judgment of the Granbury ISD bids
submitted do not represent the fair
value of the Property, Granbury ISD
will reject all bids. Should any bid be
accepted, a contract for sale of the
Property shall be executed upon a
form acceptable to the GISD Board of
trustees.

Bids shall be delivered in writing,
signed by the bidder or an authorized
representative, and enclosed in a
sealed envelope to the Granbury ISD-
Purchasing Office, 217 N Jones St.
Granbury, TX 76048. All proposals
shall be plainly marked "BID TO PUR-
CHASE REAL PROPERTY -- ATTN:
Houcine Chraibi, Assistant Director Of
Finance." Bids must be received before
2:00 p.m. on Monday October 28th
2024, and any bid received after that
time will not be considered.

Bidders may contact the Granbury
ISD, Assistant Director Of Finance,
Houcine Chraibi 817-408-4029 or by
email
houcine.chraibi@granburyisd.org  for
clarifications and questions.

Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Wine and Malt Bever-
age Retailer's On-Premise Permit
by River View Ranch dba River View
Ranch LLC, to be located at 2851
Caraway St, Granbury, Hood Coun-
ty, Texas. Officers of said corpora-
tion are Kreg Welch, Owner.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Hood County, Texas will begin an on-
line auction for the sale of a 2006 Acu-
ra MDX, 2006 Ford Exp, 2001 Honda
MC, 2005 Ford TSE, 2015 Hyundai
Sonata, 2000 Dodge Dakota PK,2011
Hyundai EGM, 1997 Ford F150 PK,
2006 Honda MC, 2008 Chevy Impala,
2005 Honda Civic, 2001 Dodge Dakota
PK, 2010 Chrysler Town & Country,
2017 Ford Exp LL, 2006 Nissan
Pathfinder, 2002 GMC LL, 2005 Chevy
PK, 2008 Ford Ranger PK, and 2001
Ford Focus that have been declared
surplus property of Hood County.
Hood County online auction is with
Rene Bates Auctioneer Inc. and will
begin November 6, 2024 and run until
November 18, 2024. Interested bid-
ders can access the auction at
www.renebates.com. Questions con-
cerning this online auction should be
directed to Hood County Purchasing
Department 817-408-3440.

Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Wine and Malt Bever-
age Retailer's Off-Premise Permit
by Gandhari Enterprises Inc. dba
Gandhari Enterprises Inc., to be lo-
cated at 535 S Morgan Street,
Granbury, Hood County, Texas. Of-
ficers of the corporation are
Rakesh Gandhari, President.

Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Wine and Malt Bever-
age Retailer's Off-Premise Permit
by Gandhari Enterprises Inc. dba
Gandhari Enterprises Inc., to be lo-
cated at 2201 S Morgan Street,
Granbury, Hood County, Texas. Of-
ficers of the corporation are
Rakesh Gandhari, President.

Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Wine and Malt Bever-
age Retail Dealer's On-Premise Per-
mit by Whisker Creek Ventures dba
The Twisted Whisker, to be located
at 1901 S. Morgan Street,
Granbury, Hood County, Texas. Of-
ficers of said corporation are Am-
ber Hausler Co-Owner and Gayle
McGuire Co-Owner.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that original Letters of
Administration for the Estate of Sarah
Hartley Babineau were issued on Oc-
tober 09, 2024 in Docket No. P10480,
pending in the County Court of Hood
County, Texas, to David Edward
Babineau. All persons having claims
against the estate, which is presently
being administered, are required to
submit them, within the time and
manner prescribed by law, and before
the estate is closed, addressed as fol-
lows:
c/o Riley Roden
827 West Pearl Street
Granbury, TX 76048
Dated 10/18/2024
/s/ Riley Roden
Riley Roden
Attorney for Administrator of the Es-
tate of Sarah Hartley Babineau

Find what you're

looking for in the
817-573-7066

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
KENNETH ORIN MCDOWELL, De-
ceased, were issued on October 9,
2024, in Cause No. P10506 pending in
the County Court of Hood County,
Texas, to: PENNY RENEE COSPER and
WENDY ANNE COCKERELL.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.

c/o: Steven G. Kuban

Attorney at Law

107 E. Pearl St.

Granbury, Texas 76048

DATED the 15th day of October, 2024
Attorney for Penny Renee Cosper and
Wendy Anne Cockerell

State Bar No.: 24078807

107 E. Pearl St.

Granbury, Texas 76048

Telephone: (817) 573-8872

Facsimile: (817) 579-1651

E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
PATRICIA MARY MCDOWELL, De-
ceased, were issued on October 9,
2024, in Cause No. P10500, pending in
the County Court of Hood County,
Texas, to: PENNY RENEE COSPER and
WENDY ANNE COCKERELL.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.

c/o: Steven G. Kuban

Attorney at Law

107 E. Pearl St.

Granbury, Texas 76048

DATED the 15th day of October, 2024.
Attorney for Penny Renee Cosper and
Wendy Anne Cockerell

State Bar No.: 24078807

107 E. Pearl St.

Granbury, Texas 76048

Telephone: (817) 573-8872

Facsimile: (817) 579-1651

E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

I PUBLIC SALES

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

New Beginnings
Resale Shoppe & Boutique

®
() (J
MISSION

GRANBURY#

817-964-3445
1204 Water’s Edge Dr.,

(Across from the Movie Theatre)
#heretohelp
Shop: Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5pm
Sat. 10am - 4pm
Donate: Wed.-Sat. 10am-3pm

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE Rummage

Room Open Tues & Thurs, 8am-2pm,

First Sat. of the month 9am-1pm 306
Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

Attention-First time ever Community
Garage Sale in Blue Branch Ranch! One
day only Sat 10/26, 8AM-4PM. From
Hwy 4 in Thorp Spring, turn on FM
2580/Tin Top Hwy. Go North about 1/
2 mile. No early sales.

405 Kinson St. Fri-Sat, Oct 25-26,
8:30am-3:30pm. Cancel if rain. Medi-
um, large and extra large women'’s
clothes. Girls clothes, size 8, 10, and
12. Shoes and tennis shoes. Living
room table. Twin size mattress, like
new.

607 S Harbor Ct- Multi-Family Sale: Fri-
Sat, Oct 25-26, 8am-5pm. Check out
the deals for the day!!! Lots of house-
hold items. Don't miss this sale!

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

TWO ESTATE SALES BY CARING
TRANSITIONS: GRANBURY | OCT 24-
26 | 1204 Carmel Ct- Fine art,
decor, bedding, kitchen wares,
tools, watersports, clothes 4029
Lands End Ct.- food service/cater-
ing equip, seasonal decor,
Longaberger baskets/accessories,
Aggie memorabilia/decor, books,
DVDs, VHS, crafting. 12p-5p THR 9a
-4p FRI 9a-1p SAT

113 Kessler- Sat 10/26, 8AM-3PM.
Furniture, toys & clothes.

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

Yard Sale at 4401 W Kenwood Ct.
Thursday 10/24, Friday 10/25, Satur-
day 10/26.

Furniture, plants, seasonal. 8am-?

MOVING SALE: GRANBURY
1816 Bentwater Parkway - Outside in
front and inside living room
EVERYTHING MUST GO!
Wood bedroom sets *trundle twin set
*couch *side tables *oak table 2 leafs
6-8 chairs *rocking horse *kids JD ATV
*lawn mower *patio chairs table
*kitchen misc *lamps *pony harness
and misc bridles, bits*
Saturday October 26

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 4320
Old Granbury Rd- ONE DAY ONLY -
Furniture, Fall and Christmas deco-
rations, western art, household
items and tools Saturday Novem-
ber 02

YARD SALE: GRANBURY 207 S Cherry
Lane- Welcome hoarders, junkers and
dumpster divers. No credit cards ac-
cepted. Saturday, October 26, 8AM-
1PM

3801 Kikaga Rd - Fri & Sat 11/1 & 11/2,
8am-4pm. Home decor, vintage cast
iron, furniture and much more,

5707 Parkside Ct- Arrowhead Shores
neighborhood sale Oct. 25th & 26th
from 8am-5pm.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 6240
Granek Ct- Thanksgiving and
Christmas Decorations. Bookcase
and lots of other items! Saturday
November 02 8 am- 3pm

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 3911 Sun-
set Ct.- Great prices for great finds. Be
sure and put this on your list. Furni-
ture, antiques/collectibles, glassware,
nice women's clothes, decor and sea-
sonal trinkets. Laguna Vista subdivi-
sion, 8 -12. Saturday October 26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Public Hearing will be held by the
GRANBURY CITY COUNCIL on Tuesday,
November 5, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. All
Public Hearings will be held within the
Council Chambers of Granbury City
Hall, 116 W. Bridge Street, Granbury,
Texas.

1. Annex - Ordinance to annex 7.8-
acres of the W.G. Terrell Survey locat-
ed at 4172 E US Hwy 377. per petition
for voluntary annexation in the Gt of
Granbury, Texas.

For more information, contact Com-
munity Development at 817-573-
1114, Granbury City Hall, 116 West
Bridge St., Granbury, TX 76048,

The paper you
love brought to
life in print, on
your desktop,
tablet, and smart
phone.

817-573-7066

hcnews.com/subscription

Local. Honest. Community.
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Profitable Garden Center/Nursery business for
sale in Odessa, TX. Owners looking to retire after 20
pus years in business. Call Monica 432-362-0004 or

432-230-1802.
CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

TexSCAN Week of
Oct. 20-26, 2024

BUSINESS FOR SALE

v

MEDICA

Medicare questions? Hermann Sons Life has you
covered. Retiring, new to Medicare, questions about
changes to your current coverage — real answers
from your trusted Hermann Sons Life Medicare Agent.
Hermannsonslife.org, 210-527-9113, 877-437-6261.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac

Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE

5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a

generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dentalSOplus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty

Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an

or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,

waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your trusted
foundation repair experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery. Basement waterproofing.
Water management and more. Free evaluation. Limited
time up to $250 off foundation repair. Call Olshan

844-736-4590.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call

855-501-6864.

offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR

Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

hcnews.com

GLASSIFIEDS
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Do elections impact housing sales?

BY PAM KNIEPER

YES ... ABSOLUTELY ... The
list of things that can impact
the housing market is long
and sometimes exhausting,
much like the campaign poli-
tics in a presidential election
year. For as long as I have
been a REALTORE®, the nega-
tive impact of a presidential
election year has been a fact
of life in real estate. Because
the news surrounding the
candidates and what is hap-
pening along the campaign
trails affects everyone differ-
ently, it is only natural that
some buyers and sellers may
be wondering how elections
might impact their plans to
buy or sell a home right now

Pam Knieper, broker/owner of Knieper Real
Estate, is and has been the #1 top producer
in Hood County for more than 15 years and
running. She is known as the waterfront
expert and the authority on real estate.

and in the coming months.
Data from the Department
of Housing and Urban
Development and the
National Association of
REALTORS® show that
home sales do slow down
in the months leading up to
Election Day. But the good
news is sales do not slow
down for an extended period
of time. Once the election is
over home sales tend to pick
back up. Research showed
that for nine of the last 11
presidential elections, home
sales increased the following
year regardless of which side
won or lost. The two years
when sales decreased follow-

ing an election were in the
1980s.

Another huge factor on
homebuyers’ minds is where
mortgage rates are going.
The mortgage market has
been nothing short of a roll-
er coaster for the last four
years. Rates went unbeliev-
ably low and then doubled
seemingly overnight to levels
we haven’t seen in decades.
Currently many buyers and
sellers are holding back on
plans and watching to see
where mortgage rates are
truly headed.

Reviewing data shared
by Freddie Mac, a large
mortgage-backing entity in
America, mortgage rates
decreased from July to
November in eight of the last
11 election years.

This year has fallen in line
with the historical research
trends. Mortgage rates have
decreased since the begin-

ning of September. Many
mortgage analysts are re-
porting they expect rates to
continue to decrease in the
near future. (Though no one
can ever 100% accurately
forecast where mortgage
rates will go).

All these numbers are
interesting and helpful to
get some insight into how
elections impact the hous-
ing market. But what is truly
the best method for deter-
mining what the market is
doing and how it will impact
your personal decisions is
to talk with a local Granbury
REALTOR®.

So, give us a call and let’s
talk about what is going on
with homes in specific neigh-
borhoods where you are
interested in purchasing a
home, or how conditions and
inventories in your neighbor-
hood will impact the sale of
your personal home.

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF MAXIM_KAZMIN, ADOBESTOCK.COM
Data from the Department of Housing and Urban Development
and the National Association of REALTORS® show that home sales
do slow down in the months leading up to Election Day. Once the
election is over home sales tend to pick back up.

If you are ready to buy or
sell a home in Granbury and
would like to talk about what

that could look like, contact
us anytime at 817-219-0456
or visit us online at www.
WeSellGranbury.com.

LAKE GRANBURY MEDICAL CENTER

Rising strokes among young adults

By Lake Granbury
Medical Center

The word “stroke” may
bring to mind someone
elderly suffering from
the condition in a movie.
However, after 40 years of
declining stroke-related
mortality, strokes are on the
rise among adults younger
than 45. But before diving
into why there’s an uptick in
the condition, it’s important
to know what a stroke is.

“Surprisingly to many,
strokes are becoming more
common in younger peo-

ple,” states Dr. Aaron Shaw,
internal medicine physician
with Lakeside Physicians,
“It’s important to know
what a stroke is, the causes
and the symptoms.”

A stroke happens during
disruptions in blood flow to
the brain. This can be due to
a clot, blockage or a blood
vessel burst, leading to a
brain bleed. And when the
brain doesn’t get enough
oxygen and nutrients, brain
cells die within minutes,
causing permanent damage.

The most common age
for strokes is 71 among

men and 76 among women.
However, a recent study
shows a disturbing trend

of increasing intracerebral
hemorrhage (ICH) stroke
rates in young adults. These
are the second most com-
mon type of stroke but also
the most deadly. ICH stroke
rates are also 43% higher
among men than women.

In recent years, high blood
pressure rates rose from
74.5% to 86.4%, which is an
important connection be-
cause hypertension increas-
es your risk of stroke. Other
ICH risk factors include

4

being over 55, having liver
disease, overuse of alco-
hol, smoking, using blood
thinners, having a history
of stroke and being African
American or Asian.
Approximately 800,000
people suffer strokes yearly,
and 15% are among people
between 18 and 50. It’s be-
lieved that the rising num-
ber of strokes in younger
people is due to underly-
ing diseases and declining
health. Young people who
have suffered from strokes
also tend to have hyperten-
sion, diabetes or obesity.

While some genetic dis-
eases can’t be changed,
maintaining a healthy
weight, exercising regularly
and quitting smoking can
reduce the risk of stroke. It
is also essential to manage
medical conditions contrib-
uting to stroke risk, includ-
ing stress.

If you think someone is
having a stroke because
they are having trouble
seeing, speaking, under-
standing speech, seem con-
fused, or have weakness
on one side of the body,
use the F.A.S.T. method of

evaluation:

Face: Is one side of their
face drooping?

Arms: Can the person lift
both arms? Does one arm
drift downward?

Speech: Is the person’s
speech slurred or strange?

Time: Time is important.
Call 9-1-1 right away.

To learn more about Dr.
Shaw, please call 817-326-
3900 or visit https://lake-
granburymedical.com/
InternalMedicine-Shaw.
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Granbury ISD School
Board Trustee Candidates

Bret Deason

Courtney Gore
Endorsed by Community

Leaders

1. 6.6.6.6.60.60.60.60.60.6.6.6.6.6.

City of Granbury
Elected Officials

Zeb Ullom - Councilman Elect Place 5
Steven Vale - Councilman Place 5 &
Mayor Pro Tem

Dr. Bruce Wadley - Councilman Place 3
Eddie Rodriguez - Councilman Place 2
Tony Mobly - Councilman Place 6

Greg Corrigan - Councilman Place 6
Skip Overdier - Councilman Place 4

Rick Frye - Former City of Granbury
Mayor

Hood County
Elected Officials

Jack Wilson - Commissioner Precinct 3
Linda Steen - Former Hood County

Judge

Steve Cook - Former Commissioner
Precinct 4

Roberta Zamarron - Hood County

District Clerk
Sheriff Roger Deeds

Granbury ISD
Elected Officials
& Leaders

Mark Jackson - Former 4-Term GISD
School Board President & Trustee

Billy Wimberly - Granbury ISD School
Board Trustee Place

Dr. Barbara
Granbury ISD School Board Trustee
Place & Board President

Sara Galvan - Retired Educator

Nancy Alana - Granbury ISD School

Herrington - Former

Board Trustee Place

Mike Moore - Granbury ISD School
Board Trustee Place
Barbara Townsend - Granbury ISD
School Board Trustee Place & Current
Board President

Leta Andrews - Legendary Granbury ISD

Basketball Coach

Hood County
Elected Officials

Jack Wilson - Commissioner Precinct 3
Linda Steen - Former Hood County Judge
Steve Berry - Former Commissioner
Precinct 4

Roberta Zamarron - Hood County District
Clerk

Sheriff Roger Deeds

Other

Community
Leaders

Sandy Shultz - Hood  County
TrumpForce47 Captain, Trump Lead in
Hood County 2020, and Pecan

Plantation Resident

Brian Bondy - Former Granbury Chamber
of Commerce CEO

Dr. Glenn Rogers - Texas House of
Representatives District 60

Marsha Grisson - Former Granbury ISD
Principal and Current Premier High
School Principal

Granbury Area Realtor Association

Republican
Elected
Officials

Brad Yarbrough
Robert Granger
Brian Gaffin
David Cook
Jim Hyde

Earl Erdman

GISD’S PRO PUBLIC EDUCATION CANDIDATES

Pol. Ad. Pd. For By Elect Bret Deason for Granbury ISD School Board Trustee Place 3
Re Elect Courtney Gore for Granbury ISD School Board Trustee Place 4
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A secon

chance to dance

GHS moms rally to create alternative
homecoming dance following ticket shortage

BY ASHLEY TERRY

Staff Writer

ashley@hcnews.com
hen Granbury
moms unite,
they are un-
stoppable —

especially when it comes to
their children’s happiness.

After tickets to the Granbury High
School homecoming dance sold out
faster than a hot new smartphone,
local moms swiftly stepped in to
organize an alternative dance to en-
sure every student could join in the
celebration.

Ashley Wentworth, whose son is
a senior at GHS, originally posted
on the Granbury Moms! Facebook
page Oct. 15, when she realized her
son wanted to attend the homecom-
ing dance for the first time ever.
Unfortunately, by that morning, tick-
ets had already sold out, which left
Wentworth’s son and several other
hopeful attendees disappointed.

“T just was reaching out saying,
‘Hey, does anyone have an extra tick-
et?’ but there were so many people
looking for extras, I kind of was like,
‘OK, well, that’s that,”” she said.

Once Wentworth posted about the
situation, she found out through
other comments that only 500 tick-
ets had been sold, due to capacity
concerns regarding the cafeteria
where the dance would be held.

From there, the social media post
spiraled, leading to numerous com-
plaints from students and parents
who felt frustrated by the limited
ticket availability. The outcry even-
tually led to many suggestions that
an alternative dance would solve the
issue and ensure that every student
would be able to attend.

The suggestion sparked an idea,
which led to Wentworth teaming up
with parent Stacey Bridwell Connor,
where they both simultaneously
posted on other Facebook groups
like Granbury Breaking News and
Hood County Breaking News, as they
searched for a venue to host a sepa-
rate dance.

It didn’t take long for both posts
to gain traction, leading to an
even larger discussion about the
situation.

One comment raised the question
of why only 500 tickets were permit-
ted, arguing that every GHS student
should have the chance to attend
homecoming. Others proposed hold-
ing the dance on two separate nights
— one for freshmen and sopho-

mores and another for juniors and
seniors.

Many comments criticized the
school district for improper plan-
ning and for not holding the dance
at a bigger venue to accommodate
more students. Others were quick
to defend, stating that students
had more than enough notice to
purchase their tickets and that the
dance was moved indoors this year
due to safety concerns.

Brianne Langdon, a culinary arts
instructor at the high school, also
commented on the post, confirm-
ing that students did have weeks
to purchase tickets, as she encour-
aged students to plan ahead rather
than waiting until the last minute.
She also explained that safety is
the school’s top priority, and while
the event could be held elsewhere,
higher costs would make it less ac-
cessible for many students. She also
touched on the rising student popu-
lation and the ongoing challenges
it presents to the district, as well as
the amount of manpower, planning
and time it takes to coordinate an
event of this size.

“I promise you ... none of us are
sitting around thinking about ways
we can make the event crappy or
less inclusive,” Langdon’s comment
reads. “Iknow that it's not a perfect
solution. I know that it sucks for
some of the kids, but sometimes life
lessons are learned best that way. All
I ask is that you give us the benefit
of the doubt before calling us out.
We love your kids.”

“I'never wanted to start drama
(with my post),” Wentworth told
the Hood County News. “Of course,
there’s always drama, but Inever
wanted to start drama, and I didn’t
want the school taking any of the
brunt of that. If they’re doing what
they can do, then that’s fine. It is
what it is.”

Shortly after community concerns
surfaced, however, GISD released a
statement announcing that ticket
sales were reopening and that capac-
ity was extended.

“The GHS Homecoming Dance
tickets were originally available Oct.
7-18,” the GISD statement reads.
“Due to limited space and popular
demand, tickets sold out before the
sales window ended. We have heard
your concerns and worked with our
Safety & Security team to expand
the capacity. We will re-open online
tickets to accommodate additional
students who would like the oppor-
tunity to attend the dance.”

According to GISD Director of
Communications Ryan Cox, the dis-
trict did not sell enough tickets to

PLEASE SEE DANCE | B3
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JESSE RAMIREZ JR. | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Granbury's annual homecoming parade brought a festive spirit to W. Pearl Street
Monday, Oct. 21, as townsfolk lined the streets to cheer on an array of themed
floats. Later, the excitement moved to Pirate Stadium, where a spirited pep rally
culminated with the announcement of the homecoming court.

Scan QR code for the
full gallery of the
Homecoming parade.
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LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COU NTY NEWS

Chief Mitch Galvan delivers burgers to Granbury citizens Thursday, Oct. 17, during the Burgers and Badges fundraiser

event at Grumps Burgers.

FOR MORE PHOTOS SEE | B2

Jennifer O'Neill: Hollywood star, faith
advocate to speak at Hewlett Park

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

Jennifer O’Neill will host a spe-
cial event at Hewlett Park, 650 E.
Pearl St. in Granbury, Nov. 3 from
4:30 t0 6:30 p.m.

Born in 1948 in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, O’Neill gained fame as both
an actress and model. IMDB cites
that she is best known for her
roles in “Summer of '42” (1971),
“Scanners” (1981) and “Rio Lobo”
(1970).

She also enjoyed a success-
ful modeling career and served
as a Cover Girl spokesperson for
30 years. Additionally, O’Neill
is cataloged in the Smithsonian
Institute’s American History

Museum, Center for Commercial
Advertising.

Her upcoming public speaking
event at Hewlett Park, “One Nation
Under God,” promises to unite at-
tendees in prayer and reflection
as she advocates for repentance
and revival in a nation yearning for
hope.

O’Neill’s story is not just about
fame; it’s about a tortured soul,
ravaged by the fires of life, paus-
ing just long enough to hear the
Lord calling for her with healing,
grace and purpose.

Her life took a dark turn at 14
when she attempted suicide, re-
sulting in a coma that lasted sev-
eral weeks. At 15, she broke her
neck and back in a horse-riding
accident, sustaining the same neck
injury that paralyzed Christopher

Reeve.

O’Neill was married nine times
to eight men — marrying for the
first time at 17. MarriedCeleb.
com reports her 1996 marriage to
recording engineer Mervin Sidney
Louque Jr. is “harmonious and
enduring.”

Her relationships have not been
without problems — including
nine miscarriages and an abor-
tion. Suffering symptoms of post-
partum, O’'Neill checked herself
into a mental institution, reports
CloserWeekly.com. The actress
also spoke candidly about the
sexual abuse of her daughter by
one of her husbands, adding an-
other layer of pain to her already
troubled past.

PLEASE SEE ONE NATION | B4

November 3 2024 4:30- 6-30-pm
Hewlett Park - 650 E Pearl
Granbur&,

Local Leaders Praise & Worship - Fellowship

Uniting as One Body of believers to pray for repentance,

restitution, refreshing & revival i in our nation as our :
Lord arises for the sake oﬁiis own nalr:le!

Fod)d Trugks Fellowshlp Fun

.=

Guest Speaker

Jenmfer O’Neill

Actress, Model, Author
' & Speaker
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PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
The Annual 50 Fellas Foodfest drew a huge crowd to the Reunion Grounds Saturday, Oct. 19. The event was held to support the Granbury Education Foundation’s fundraiser for grants and scholarships for

teachers and students within Granbury ISD. Full gallery at hcnews.com.
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PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Musicfrom local artist Steven Walker and smiling Granbury police officers filled the Grumps Pavilion Oct. 17. Grumps Burgers was home to
the annual Burger and Badges fundraiser where proceeds from the event go to the Granbury Police Department.
For full gallery go to hcnews.com
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Cool mornings, warm afternoons

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

As a licensed professional fishing guide,
Michael Acosta shows you how to find
them. The Granbury resident of 30 years
has been fishing all his life and has been a
licensed guide since 1998.

t’s that time of year when you need to be pre-
pared for both cool weather and sunny hot
weather. Launching in the a.m. and running
down the lake can be quite cool, but as the
sunrises, you'll be shedding those jackets quickly.

I don’t know how many
times I have folks with me
who are not prepared for the
weather, even if I warn them
beforehand. It is a good idea
to have a jacket this time of
the year that will keep you
warm enough for that morn-
ing run down the lake. It is
also a good idea that this
jacket should be waterproof/
water resistant for obvi-
ous reasons. Even if there is
no rain in the forecast, you
might need some protection

from water spray from po-
tential wave action. I do keep
a couple of extra rain jackets
in the boat just in case. They
are not insulated at all, but
the vinyl will break the wind
for the run down the lake and
they will keep your upper
torso dry.

Most boats are relatively
dry inside, but on occasion
water will get in the boat.
Some boats have self-bailing
decks that on occasion will al-
low a small amount of water

in the boat. Other days on the
water, the wave action can
cause water to splash into the
boat. People climbing in and
out of boats will also bring in
water. For this reason, ten-
nis shoes that can get wet are
not the best choice on the
boat. In the summer a shoe
that is designed to get wet
is a good idea. For the other
times of the year, a good wa-
terproof boat shoe/boot with
good traction is a good idea.
Having wet socks and shoes
can make the day less favor-
able, especially if it is cold.
Currently it is still fairly warm
enough on most days that I
still wear my shoes/sandals
which are made to wade out
in the water, but the time is
near where I will use rubber
boots when launching the
boat to keep dry. Being wet
when it’s cold is not fun.
With these warm after-
noons, don’t forget the sun-
screen. When on the water
in the boat, you can still get
burned. I believe the reflec-
tion from the water can actu-

ally be more intense than on
land. The afternoons can still
get pretty warm, especially
if there is not any wind and
we have had a bunch of days
with no wind.

Bring plenty of water/flu-
ids. Though the sun is not as
intense in fall, you still need
to hydrate. I know for me,

I am more likely to have a
headache if I don’t hydrate.

I know that after the day on
the water is done, I am in
alot better shape if I drink
plenty of fluids. It does make
a difference.

It is also a good idea to have
a first aid kit available on the
boat. Bandages, antiseptic, as-
pirin/pain reliever and other
items as needed. It may also
be a good idea to keep the in-
sect spray available, too. We
haven’t had a freeze yet and
the bugs are still out.

I keep alot of these items in
the boat, but I keep many of
these items in my truck. Some
items, such as extra replace-
ment batteries, sunscreen,
insect spray and such I will

keep in my truck tool box. If
you can keep it all in the boat,
that is a good thing but typi-
cally my vehicle is not out of
reach if needed. If you are to
venture far, it may be a good
idea to put all you need on
the boat.

HOOD COUNTY
FISHING REPORT

Granbury water tempera-
tures have been hovering
around the middle 70s, de-
pending on the time of the
day, but will continue to cool
with passing cool fronts. The
lake is about 1.5 feet low and
falling as we have had no rain
in quite a while. The lake has
turned over initially but will
continue to turn as the sur-
face cools. White bass (sand
bass) are good to excellent
on many areas of the lake on
slabs and spinners. Lots of
schooling small sand bass
with some big ones mixed in.
Striped bass are slow to fair
to 10 pounds on live bait and
trolled jigs from Blue Water

Shores to Indian Harbor.
Largemouth bass are good

in numbers with some good
fish to 7 pounds possible.
Largemouth bass are good on
crankbaits and soft plastics
fished in the back of sloughs
near docks and near main
lake points. Crappie, when
located, are excellent on small
jigs and minnows fished

on structure from Indian
Harbor to Bentwater. Catfish
are good on cut shad and
prepared baits. Blue catfish
are fair to good with an oc-
casional fish over 30 pounds
possible.

Comanche Creek (formerly
Squaw Creek) continues to
boast of limits of eater sized
channel catfish being caught
on prepared baits. Black bass
are also excellent to 8 pounds
on soft plastics and crank-
baits with many boasting 50
plus fish a day. Tilapia, I un-
derstand, are getting big and
you can catch all you want.
Best bait for Tilapia continues
to be worms.

HOOD COUNTY LIBRARY

Autumn delights: Cozy

BY JENNIFER LOGSDON

Hood County Library Director Jennifer
Logsdon is a former public school educator
of 23 years who earned a master’s degree in
library science during that time. She enjoys
spending time with her blended family of
five children, baking and of course reading.

jlogsdon@co.hood.tx.us | 817-573-3569

I think it’s safe to say
— it’s finally here! We've
all been eagerly awaiting
(perhaps not so patiently)
the arrival of autumn. The
past two mornings have
been crisp, brisk and simply
beautiful. It's the perfect
weather to curl up with a
good book, especially a cozy
mystery. Then again, I never
need much of an excuse to
settle in with a great read.

JENNIFER’S READING

RECOMMENDATION
Speaking of cozy myster-

ies, I have a recommenda-
tion for you — one I just
finished with my book club,
“How to Solve Your Own
Murder” by Kristen Perrin.
This mystery stands out
with its intriguing prem-
ise. The main character,
Frances, was given a fortune
as a teen predicting her
own murder. Since then,
she’s spent her life gather-
ing potential evidence and
motives from those clos-
est to her, preparing for the
inevitable. Fast forward 60
years — she updates her
will and gathers her pos-

mysteries and giving back to the community

sible heirs. When they ar-
rive at her home, they find
Frances dead, and yes, she
has indeed been murdered.
The potential heirs are given
the task of investigating her
death, with a twist — the
one who solves the murder
will inherit her fortune. This
book is available at the li-
brary and on our Libby App.

FOOD FOR FINES

We’re excited to announce
that Hood County Library
is partnering with Mission
Granbury for their annu-
al Pantries of Plenty food
drive! Our library will serve
as a collection location for
this important cause, and
we're adding a special twist
— Food for Fines!

For every nonperishable
food item brought to the
library, or any item from the
Mission Granbury Wish List,

$1 will be waived from ac-
counts with existing fines.
This applies to overdue
fines and small fees related
to tag or label replacements
(not for lost or severely
damaged books).

Bring your donations to
the library, clear those fines,
and help support our com-
munity in the process!

As the crisp autumn air
settles in, there’s no bet-
ter time to indulge in a
good mystery or give back
to those in need. Whether
you're curling up with a
thrilling read like “How to
Solve Your Own Murder”
or dropping off donations
for the Pantries of Plenty
food drive, this season is
all about warmth and com-
munity. Stop by the library,
grab a great book, and help
make a difference in Hood
County — one page, and one

donation, at a time.

WEEKLY CHILDREN EVENTS
Mondays 10:30 a.m.:
Music and motion
Wednesdays 10:30
a.m.: Storytime and craft
(preschool)
Thursdays 4:30 p.m. Code
Club (8-11 years)

ALL OTHER EVENTS

Lego Saturday all day ev-
ery Saturday!

Nov. 1, 6-7:30 p.m.: Game
Night Getaway (18+)

Nov. 6, 6-7p.m.: The Other
Book Club “Hail Mary” by A.
Weir

Nov. 7, 5-6 p.m.: Writer’s
Corner

Nov. 8, 5-6 p.m.: Anime
Club (12-18yrs)

Nov. 12, 6-7 p.m.: Craft
Night (registration online
one week prior)

Nov. 13, 5-6 p.m.: Juvenile
Book Club (8-12yrs)

Nov. 15, 6:30-8 p.m.:
@D’Vine Wine Trivia Night:
“King of the Hill”

Nov. 18, 6-7 p.m.: Library
101 All the things

Nov. 19,11 a.m.:
Elevensees Book Club

Nov. 21, 10:30 a.m.: The
Cozy Loop

Nov. 23, 2:00 p.m.: STEM
FIZZY FOAM

Nov. 25, 5-6:45 p.m.: D&D
Club (12-18yrs)

Dec. 3, 6-7 p.m.: Novel Idea
Book Club: “The Women” by
Kristin Hannah

HOOD COUNTY

DANCE
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“reach the new capacity
number.”

“It took us doing some-
thing like this and basically
screaming from the rooftops
for them to open up more
tickets,” Connor said. “It’s
like, ‘Why didn’t they do that
in the first place?””

Connor shared that after
the district reopened ticket
sales, she debated on whether
to proceed with plans for an
alternative dance.

“I thought, ‘Should we
even do this since they’'ve
opened up more tickets?"”
Connor reflected. “But both
her (Wentworth’s) son and
my daughter expressed they
still wanted to go to the high
school dance because that’s
where all their friends were
going to be.”

She posted her uncertainty

online, asking for feedback,
and was surprised to receive
a strong response from the
community — including stu-
dents — who encouraged her
to continue with the dance.
Initially, Connor said she

was leaning toward cancel-
ing, but the support made her
reconsider.

“I messaged Ashley, and
I'm like, ‘What do you think?’
and she’s like, ‘Let’s do it,””
Connor said.

With the help of local vet-
eran Kolton Krottinger — who
generously offered his venue,
Blue Branch Historic Ranch,
for students to use for free
— the event was officially
formed.

“I felt so overwhelmed try-
ing to find somebody to host
us, but when he (Krottinger)
said that he would host, I was
ecstatic,” Wentworth said.
“I'mean, that’s the best way
to put that. I was so ecstatic
that these kids actually get

an opportunity, and we have
an opportunity to help the
community.”

But it wasn’t only
Krottinger who volunteered;
numerous community mem-
bers stepped up to offer their
time and assistance, as well.

“Without even trying, we
had so many people say-
ing, ‘I can do this,” ‘I can do
that,’ and it was, like, almost
planned within a couple of
hours,” Connor said.

Although the event was
initially scheduled for the
same day as GHS’s homecom-
ing Saturday, Oct. 26, it was
moved to the following week-
end, Saturday, Nov. 2, and
named Autumn Fling (HOCO
2.0).

“We had so many people
saying, Tll do this, and I'll
help,” and we explained to ev-
eryone that if you're coming
aboard, you're doing this for
free, like we have no mon-
ey,” Connor said, chuckling.

One Trusted Office
For All Your Dental Needs
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HoodCuunty(
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Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT!
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and

worry free!
e NO second visit

e NO need to get numbed multiple times
e NO goopy impressions (it’s all done digitally)
e NO need to wear temporary crowns for weeks and weeks
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NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!

Dr. Alexander Smith | Dr. Katrina Fisher
| Granbury | 817.886.8297 | www.westbluffdentalcare.com

“We're trying to get some
food trucks, but it’s free ad-
mission ... They (students)
don’t have to pay for tickets.
They can spend their money
on the food, so the food
trucks will make the money,
but that’s going to be the only
money exchange.”

The Autumn Fling will
also be open to all ninth
through 12th grade stu-
dents in Granbury — includ-
ing students who attend
Premier High School, STARS
Accelerated High School, and
those who are homeschooled.

“We want to include every-
body, like the band students,”
Wentworth said. “I know that
that’s been mentioned several
times by several different
parents. We want everybody
to be able to come. Inclusion
is definitely something that
we need to focus on in this
world.”

While most of the event has

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,
Landscapers,
Plumbers,
Electricians,
Mechanics,
Carpenters,
Painters,
and more...

o Countygge ey
CLASSIFIEDS

www.hcnews.com

already been planned, some
minor details are still in the
works, including a DJ and
some local vendors.

“If people can just come
together a little bit more and
help us, I mean, I think that it
would go off without a hitch,”
Wentworth said. “And you
know what? You never know.
Maybe we could do this every
year. Make it a Hood County
Autumn Fling or a Granbury
Autumn Fling.”

“If 50 kids show up, it was
a success,” Connor said. “If
500 show up, fantastic, but if
there’s only 50, I still think it
will be a success, because 50
kids would get to have fun.”

Wentworth said the entire
event is driven by a desire to
create meaningful experienc-
es for students — especially
for those who have never at-
tended homecoming before.

“I didn’t expect it to really
go anywhere, but I just want
these kids to have fun and

HCNEWS.COM

SUDOKU

Solution for the puzzle on
October 19.

Puzzle by websudoku.com

make memories,” she said.
“Because as I've always been
told, making memories is
number one.”

As Connor and Wentworth
have ultimately proven, the
incredible power of moms
joining forces is evidence
enough that with determina-
tion and community support,
anything is possible.

“Get a bunch of moms to-
gether, and this is what hap-
pens,” Connor added, with a
chuckle.

The Autumn Fling (HOCO
2.0) will take place at 6 p.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 2, at 2811 Clay
St. near Lipan at Krottinger’s
Blue Branch Historic Ranch
— home of Anxiety Solutions
of America. Students are
encouraged to “dress up or
down” for the event.

For more information, fol-
low the Facebook page called
“Autumn Fling (HOCO 2.0)” or
use this link: facebook.com/
share/UQEWLEvV8Fdbv2ktV/.
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No bouncing around it, Owens leaves legacy with Rattlers

PHOTOS BY KELLY MOODY

Drake Owens of the Tolar Rattlers hauls in a catch. Owens, a senior, is a multi-position standout on both offense and defense.

1

Tolar linebacker Drake Owens (33) brings down an opposing ballcarrier. He has over 250 tackles in his career, including over 17 for a loss.

BY RICK MAUCH

Special to the
Hood County News

Drake Owens’ path to play-
ing football was a vertical
one.

“Me and my brothers grow-
ing up, we’d like to get on
the trampoline and tackle
each other,” Drake said,
adding with a laugh, “We
went through a couple of
trampolines.”

They’ve also gone through
quite a few opponents en
route to being a part of ar-
guably the most successful
span in the history of Tolar
Rattlers football. Blake, who
graduated in 2023, left his
mark and now Drake, a se-
nior, is doing the same.

“I miss playing with him
every second,” said Drake,
adding that Blake, who now
works at the nuclear power
plant in Glen Rose, tries to be
in attendance at every home
game to see his little brother
shine.

“Even when we were in pee-
wee, I'd play up so we could
play together,” Drake said.

They have a young brother,
Ty, who is in eighth grade
and also plays football.

KNACK FOR THE BALL

Wherever the football is,
there’s a good chance you
might find Drake. As a line-
backer this season he has
61 tackles, including 4.5
for aloss, a sack with an in-
terception and two fumble
recoveries.

For his high school career
— he’s been on varsity all
four seasons — he has 258
tackles, of which 17.5 have
gone for a loss, with five
sacks, six interceptions and
six fumble recoveries.

“I always just swarm to the
guy with the ball. Nothing
matters but the guy with the
ball,” he said, adding about
interceptions, “You read the
quarterback’s eyes. You try
to put yourself in his head.”

Often, however, he’s the
guy with the ball. In his ca-
reer he has 29 catches for
411 yards and five touch-
downs, including a career
best of 12 catches, 251 yards
and two TD this season.

“I'm getting a few more

chances this season. Seven-
on-7 definitely helps with all
the route running,” Drake
said.

Then he added, “If I had to
truly pick one I'd go defense
because I like to hit.”

LEADERSHIP

First-year Rattlers head
coach Blake Mouser praised
Drake for being the kind of
leader any new coach loves
to inherit when he takes over
a program.

“As much success as he’s
had, he’s a well-rounded kid
with great parents at home,”
Mouser said. “He comes from
areally good family.

“He takes a lot of pride in
what he’s done. He’s one of
the best I've been around.”

Mouser said Drake is ex-
actly what a coach wants in a
senior.

“One of the things I'm re-
ally proud of is the way he’s
led as a senior,” Mouser said.
“Between the whistles he’s
still a mad man, and he’s a
leader. He takes care of his
friends.”

MULTI-SPORT SUCCESS

In football, Drake was
named the district defen-
sive MVP last season, along
with being named second-
team all-state by the Texas
Sports Writers Association.
However, he’s also a stand-
out in baseball, like his fa-
ther, who played at Texas
Wesleyan University, and his
grandfather, a former minor
league professional player.

Drake began playing base-
ball when he was around 4
years old. However, don’t ask
him to choose between the
two sports.

“I get asked that alot,” he
said, smiling. “For me, it’s
whatever sport is in season.”

Mouser, who also grew up
in a small town, understands
Drake’s passion for more
than a single sport.

“T got to play everything
growing up,” Mouser said.
“And that would have been
my answer.

“Play it until they tell you
you can’t.”

Wakey wakey: How people got up before the buzz of alarm clocks

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the

Hood County News

micky@hcnews.com

Before the delightful sound
of an iPhone blaring in your
ear at 6:30 a.m., people had
to get a little more creative
about waking up on time.
Turns out, our ancestors were
just as desperate to avoid
oversleeping, but without the
sweet mercy of a “snooze”
button. From nature’s subtle
nudges to downright quirky
inventions, let’s explore the
fascinating — and often bi-
zarre — ways people dragged

themselves out of bed before
the invention of alarm clocks.

NATURE’S ALARM CLOCK:
BLADDER EDITION

Let’s start with a method
that most of us can still relate
to: the good ol’ bladder alarm.
In the days before mechanical
clocks and electricity, people
were more in tune with their
natural rhythms, largely
thanks to their circadian
cycles. But, beyond nature’s
rhythms, there was the un-
deniable nudge from biology
itself. Back then, many relied
on their need to use the rest-
room as a surefire wake-up

call. Forget 7 a.m., when your
bladder was full, it was time
torise and shine — whether
you liked it or not.

THE GREEKS
WERE WHISTLING

But some people wanted a
more reliable way to wake up
than just waiting for the blad-
der to send a memo. Enter
the ancient Greeks, always
ahead of their time. They in-
vented a water-based alarm
system called the clepsy-
dra, which was as fancy as it
sounds. Essentially, it was a
water clock that, after a cer-
tain amount of time, would

whistle as the water reached
a specific level. Imagine
your morning starting with a
soothing (or probably shrill)
whistle — though maybe not
as effective as today’s “Beep!
Beep! Beep!” Still, not bad for
ancient Greece.

YIXING'S TIMELY INVENTION
Meanwhile, in 8th-century

China, the mathematician

Yi Xing was perfecting one

of the earliest mechanical

clocks. His invention, built in

725 CE, was no pocket-sized

gadget, but it did the job. It

was a massive water-powered

contraption that triggered

gongs to signal the time. Let’s
be real: who wouldn’t wake
up to a massive gong sound
echoing through their home?
Subtlety was clearly not the
goal here.

KNOCK KNOCK! IT’S TIME TO

GET UP!

Fast forward to the in-
dustrial era, and things got
even more interesting with
the rise of “knocker-uppers”
in England. You heard that
right — actual people whose
job was to wake up their
neighbors. Armed with long
sticks, they’d tap on bedroom
windows until the unfortu-

nate soul inside stirred. It’s
unclear how knocker-uppers
managed to wake them-
selves up first, but hey, that’s
just one of life’s mysteries.
The practice was surpris-
ingly widespread, with some
people relying on it well into
the 1970s. Because, why let
an alarm clock do the work
when you can pay someone
to poke at your window every
morning?

For those living on upper
floors, don’t worry — the
knocker-uppers had longer
sticks. That’s right, a profes-
sional with a six-foot pole
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At 34, O'Neill’s life began
crumbling even faster — a
1983 UPI Archives article re-
garding the star stated, “The
last eight months have been
filled with plenty of bad luck.”

The report indicated that
“O’Neill was driving her BMW
when she lost control on wet
pavement and collided with
another vehicle, resulting in
neck pain.”

In that same period, she
accidentally shot herself in
the stomach with her un-
licensed .38 caliber pistol,
leading to charges of illegal
possession with her husband,
John Lederer. After plead-
ing guilty in March that year,
she received a conditional
discharge. Shortly after, her
husband accidentally slashed
himself, requiring stitches.

The UPI article notes O’Neill
also experienced fainting
spells, prompting a hospi-
tal visit for tests. Amid these
challenges, she struggled to
sell her 22-room mansion,
hindered by negative public-
ity. Rumors of marital issues
had surfaced, and her NBC-TV

series, “Bare Essence,” was
canceled after less than six
months.

Arecent article by Leonora
Cravotta for The American
Spectator revealed that
O’Neill, who made more than
30 films, was blackballed in
Hollywood after she found
her faith.

“I'was 38 when I came to
God,” she told the Times-
Union, although she admits
wanting to be the driving
force in all outcomes and
decisions, which led her to
write a book, “From Fallen to
Forgiven.”

In a live interview on Pastor
Allen Jackson’s Culture and
Christianity Podcast, O’Neill
recounts an appearance on
“The View,” where she was at-
tacked for her pro-life stance.

She explained that after
discussing her “born again”
experience on various shows,
she took her pastor’s advice
and committed to years of
Bible study before publicly
speaking out again.

O’Neill’s exploration of
apologetics laid the founda-
tion for her ministry efforts,

including women'’s conferenc-

es and writing projects — she
has authored over 20 books.

She expressed that true peace
only came after embracing
Christ.

Recognizing her relation-
ships often influenced her
career decisions — according
to IMDB.com — she famous-
ly stated, “My need for love
owned me.” Her journey to-
ward healing and self-forgive-
ness is a central theme in her
autobiographies.

O’Neill emphasized the im-
portance of letting go of guilt
and embracing forgiveness,
particularly in her involve-
ment with organizations like
Silent No More, which aids
women recovering from the
trauma of abortion.

Today, O’'Neill is a motiva-
tional speaker and a devoted
advocate for faith-based ini-
tiatives. Through her non-
profit organization, Hope
and Healing at Hillenglade, in
Tennessee, she has provided
equine-assisted therapy to
veterans and first responders
dealing with PTSD since 2010,
reports Cristina Corbin for
Fox News.

In the recently released
movie "Reagan”, O’Neill
portrays Ronald Reagan’s
mother, who significantly
influenced her son’s faith

and values. Reagan’s use of
his mother’s Bible during his
inauguration is noteworthy,
O’Neill explained to Jackson,
highlighting the relevance of
2 Chronicles 7:14 in today’s
culture and drawing parallels
between the moral challenges
of Reagan’s time and those
faced today.

O'Neill’s story exemplifies
how faith can guide individu-
als through life’s darkest mo-
ments and lead them toward
a fulfilling purpose, echoing
Khalil Gibran’s words: “Out
of suffering have emerged
the strongest souls; the most
massive characters are seared
with scars.”

As she prepares for her
event Nov. 3, O’'Neill contin-
ues to inspire others to seek
healing, hope and a deeper
connection with God. The
gathering will feature local
leaders, praise, worship and
fellowship, uniting the com-
munity as one body of be-
lievers. Attendees will come
together in prayer for repen-
tance, restitution, refreshing
and revival in the nation as
they seek to honor the Lord
and His name.

COURTESY PHOTO
Jennifer O'Neill at her ranch, Hillenglade Farm, in Nashville,
Tennessee.
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TheTolar Rattlers hosted the Dublin Lions for a conference game Oct. 18. The Rattlers dominated the Lions by a score of 56-14.To
commemorate Breast Cancer Awareness Month, players and students wore pink during the game to raise awareness about breast health.
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Tolar Football
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For full gallery go to hcnews.com.

n October 26th,
individuals
across the globe
come together
to make a positive impact
in their communities as we
celebrate Make a Difference
Day. This special occasion
serves as a reminder of the
power we each hold to en-
act change and improve the
lives of those around us.
Make a Difference Day
encourages people of all
ages and backgrounds to
engage in acts of kindness,
volunteerism, and commu-

nity service. Whether it's
cleaning up local parks,
organizing food drives, or
lending a helping hand to
those in need, there are
countless ways to contrib-
ute and make a meaningful
difference.

Participating in Make a
Difference Day not only
benefits others but also
fosters a sense of connec-
tion, empathy, and unity
within communities. By
working together toward
common goals, we can
create positive change and

International
Make A

ay

build stronger, more resil-
ient communities for all.

As we celebrate Make a
Difference Day on October
26th, let's reflect on the
importance of kindness,
compassion, and civic en-
gagement. Whether you're
volunteering with a local
organization, supporting
a cause you're passionate
about, or simply spreading
kindness in your everyday
interactions, every ac-
tion, no matter how small,
has the power to make a
difference.

Join the movement on
October 26th by finding
ways to give back and make
a positive impact in your
community. Whether it's
through organized volun-
teer events or individual
acts of kindness, let's come
together to inspire change,
uplift others, and make
the world a better place
for all. Together, we can
truly make a difference and
create a brighter future for
generations to come.

1. BEKIND TO OTHERS

2. LOOK FOR OPROTUNITIES TO HELP OUT IN
YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

3. VOULUNTEER WITH YOUR FAMILY WITH A
LOCAL NON-PROFIT

4. ADOPT A PET FROM A LOCAL SHELTER

5.SPEND A DAY CLEANING UP AROUND YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD

If we spent just one hour
today picking up trash, you
would potentially remove
thousands of pieces of trash,
beautifying the area while
also protecting wildlife, plant
life, waterways, soil and
ecosystems from toxic and
dangerous chemicals and
materials they shouldn’t be
introduced to.

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
817-573-7066

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE ON THE HOOD COUNTY JUNIOR PAGE
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STEPHENVILLE -Tarleton State
Soccer clinched its first WAC
Tournamentberth withits
seventh shutout of the season, a
1-0 victory over Southern Utah
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 20, at the
Tarleton Soccer Complex.The
Texans (8-7-3) clinched a berth in
the WAC Tournament for the first
time in the program’s three years
of existence. The Thunderbirds
(2-9-5) will play Utah Tech fora
chance toreach the tournament
next Saturday. The tournament
begins Nov. 3in Abilene.

Texan Volleyball notches first WAC victory against CBU

Tarleton State University

RIVERSIDE, Calif. —
Tarleton State Volleyball
earned its first confer-
ence win Thursday, Oct. 17
against California Baptist.
The Texans notched their
first win in Riverside and
extended their win streak
to two matches against the
Lancers.

Tarleton (6-14 overall, 1-6
WAC) took down CBU (1-18
overall, 1-6 WAC) in five sets
(20-25, 25-21, 25-19, 18-25,
15-11).

Tatum Busch absolutely
shattered her previous ca-
reer high of 13 kills with a
match-high 23 Thursday.
Busch led the team in kills,
followed by the birthday girl,
Allison Bryant, with 20. This
marked Busch’s first career
match of 20-plus kills and
the first time this season two
Texans recorded 20-plus
kills in the same match.

Bryant led the team in digs
with 22, followed by Addison
Goss with 17. This was

Bryant’s second match of
the season with 20-plus digs,
and Goss’ seventh match of
the season in double figures.
Goss also led the team with
four service aces.

Busch posted a team-high
.347 attack percentage, while
Bryant followed with an effi-
cient.306 percentage.

Megan Hodges success-
fully recorded her 10th
double-double of the sea-
son, becoming the fastest
Texan this year to do so.
Yuna Ansquer also notched
her fifth double-double this
year. Ansquer led the team
with 28 assists, followed
by Hodges with 25. This is
the sixth match this season
where the duo has accumu-
lated 20-plus assists each.

The Lancers came out
hot during the opening set,
taking an early 11-5 lead.
The Texans battled back
with a 6-0 run that includ-
ed three consecutive aces
from Ansquer to bring the
Texans within one point, 18-
19. However, CBU was able

to hold off Tarleton’s rally,
taking the opening stanza,
25-20.

The Purple and White
was able to turn the tide in
its favor during the second
period, taking a command-
ing 11-6 run to open up the
second. CBU rallied back to
the 13-12 mark, however,
Tarleton answered with a 7-2
run that included kills from
Madison Frank, Busch and
Bryant. The Texans notched
the match at one win apiece
with a second set victory,
25-21.

The third frame was a test-
ing battle for both squads,
who exchanged up to 10
points back-and-forth with-
out either team managing
arun. Tarleton State was fi-
nally able to pull away at the
18-18 mark, going on a 5-0
run sparked by an ace from
Goss. The Texans took a 2-1
advantage of the match with
a 25-19 set victory.

During the fourth stan-
za, Goss accumulated two
consecutive aces to give the

Tarleton State Volleyball earned its first conference win Thursday, Oct. 17 against California Baptist.

Texans an early 7-5 lead.
California Baptist rallied to
tie the game at 11, and never
let their foot off the gas from
there, taking the fourth set,
25-18.

With the match tied in the
fifth set, Tarleton was deter-

mined to receive its first con-
ference win. The set began
with a massive block from
Emma Burke and Busch, fol-
lowed by a CBU run to tie

the set. Burke and Bryant
registered back-to-back kills
to put Tarleton ahead, 7-6.

With the final game sitting
at 11-10 and no points com-
ing easy for either team,

the Texans were able to
pull through with a 4-1 run,
clinching the match with a
15-11 fifth set victory.

Tarleton State Cross Country closed the regular season with its fourth-straight appearance at the Arturo
Barrios Invitational hosted by Texas A&M at the Watts Cross Country Course Friday, Oct. 18.

Texan Cross Country finishes regular
season at Arturo Barrios Invitational

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE - Tarleton
State Cross Country closed
the regular season with its
fourth-straight appearance at
the Arturo Barrios Invitational
hosted by Texas A&M at the
Watts Cross Country Course
Friday, Oct. 18.

Men

The men’s squad finished
in 14th place, ahead of five
top-15 ranked south central
region squads. Tarleton fin-
ished ahead of South Central
Region ranked Houston (No.
7), Rice (No. 9), Lamar (No.
10), UT Arlington (No. 12) and
Sam Houston (No. 14).

For the first time this sea-
son, Angel Contreras led
the men’s pack. Contreras
crossed in 51st place, in
23:44.5. Angel Gomez was the
next Texan to cross, notch-
ing 54th place in 23:46.2. Jace
Poole finished in 79th place
in 23:58.8, followed by Toby

Eaton in 88th place in 24:04.8.
Kellen Frickel rounded out
the scoring Texans crossing
in 24:48.9.

Texas tech took home the
team title, posting 62 points
and registering the top two
overall finishers. Boise State
and Texas A&M rounded out
the podium with 98 and 153
points, respectively.

On the individual side,
Texas Tech’s Solomon
Kipchoge and Ernest
Cheruyiot clocked in at
22:01.4 and 22:20.4 respec-
tively. Oklahoma City’s Evert
Silva rounded out the top
three finishing five seconds
behind.

Women

In a loaded competition,
the women’s squad compet-
ed against 12 of the South
Central region top 15 ranked
programs.

Sage Lancaster led the
Texans crossing in 21:41.4 to
earn 162nd place. Freshman

Kaitlyn Gale finished five
seconds behind in 21:46.1 in
174th place. The top-scoring
five was rounded out by Ella
Smart (22:57.1), Georgina
Balderas (23:22.1) and Kyla
Zalit (24:06.1).

Gonzaga notched the team
crown with 74 points. Boise
State earned silver with 133
points and Georgia Tech
earned bronze with 143
points.

Texas Tech’s Juliet
Cherubet won the individual
crown finishing ahead more
than 20 seconds of second
place in 18:37.0. Oklahoma’s
Leah Jeruto and Arizona
State’s Judy Chepkoech
rounded out the podium
finishers.

Tarleton State will enjoy a
two week break before lacing
up at the WAC Cross Country
Championships Nov. 1 in
Orem, Utah. The race will
be hosted by Utah Valley at
Lakeside Park.

Tarleton Women’s Golf secures 4th-
straight top 10 finish

Tarleton State University

BOULDER CITY - After
earning its second straight
Texan Match Play cham-
pionship, the Purple and
White headed west for The
Clash at Boulder Creek
at the Boulder Creek Golf
Course, finishing tied for
eighth.

The Texans have been
off to arecord pace this
year finishing in the top 10

throughout all four tourna-

ments thus far including
two top two finishes.
“Overall, the team
played great golf from
tee to green,” said head
coach Isabel Jimenez.
“Unfortunately, we did not
make as many putts as we
would have liked, but we

leave Nevada with many
positives and a few things
to work on before we head
to Mississippi this upcom-
ing weekend.”

Mathilde Brogens led the
Texans after 54 Tuesday
finishing in the to -20 at
17th. She locked in her top
20 finishes after turning
in 11 birdies, seven in her
final round. The senior fin-
ished -4 (212, 71-74-67).

“Brogens played a great
round today and a great
tournament overall,” con-
tinued Jimenez. “I am
happy she was able to make
some putts today and leave
with a good mindset head-
ing into next week.”

Lou Deltombe and Louise
Depadt rounded out the
top 30 with Deltombe tak-

ing 25th and Depadt com-
ing in 30th. Deltombe shot
-2 (214, 73-68-73) while
fellow Texan and teammate
Depadt finished -1 (215,
69-75-71).

Darianys Guzman and
Rebeca Fernandez rounded
things out for the team side
of things placing 65th and
74threspectively. Guzman
shot +8 (224, 76-72-76)
while Fernandez finished
+10 (226, 78-74-74).

Elle Fox competed as an
individual and finished in
41st after turning in a score
of +2 (218, 72-75-71).

The Texans will have a
short turnaround as they
will head to Hattiesburg,
Mississippi, Oct. 28-29
for The Judson hosted by
Southern Miss.

WANT MORE?

FOR THE LATEST TARLETON STATE
UNIVERSITY SPORTS ACTION OR TO BUY

GAME TICKETS, VISIT

TARLETONSPORTS.COM
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Lady Rattlers move into tie for district VB lead
Lady Pirates positioning for playof{s

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County
News

The Tolar Lady Rattlers
(27-9, 11-1 in District 8-3A)
are closing in on their first
district championship since
2021 — or at least a share. It
would also be their first title
at the Class 3A level.

The Lady Rattlers won 3-0
at Eastland Oct. 18 before
returning home to win one
of the biggest regular season
matches in program history,
topping perennial power
Peaster 3-2 to move into a tie
for the district lead.

It’s the second thrilling
match this season against
the Lady Greyhounds,
ranked 18th in the state in
Class 3A by the Texas Girls
Coaches Association. Tolar
fell 3-2 in Peaster Sept. 27.

“It was such a good
match,” first-year Tolar
coach Amber Terrell said.

The Lady Rattlers over-
came an 8-2 deficit in Game
5 to win 17-15. Tolar also ral-
lied to win Game 4 by a 25-21
score to force a fifth game.

Tolar won the first game
25-22 before Peaster took
the next two 28-26 and
25-20.

Standout against Eastland
was Sophia Walters with sev-
enaces and 11 digs.

Standouts against Peaster
were seniors Walters, Abbie
Soileau, Senne Imel, Allyson
Dobbs and Kenzi McQuain.

The Lady Rattlers have two
matches remaining in the
regular season before start-
ing the playoffs. They travel
to Early Oct. 26 at noon and
host Comanche Oct. 29 at
5:30 p.m.

Tolar is closing in on the
program record of 28 wins in
a season, previously reached
in 2014, 2015 and 2019. Last
season’s team enjoyed the
deepest playoff in program
history, reaching the region-
al finals in 2A.

It had not been decided at
press time, should Tolar and

Peaster finish tied for the
district championship, if the
teams will play a third time
or flip a coin. Either way,
Terrell said Peaster will enter
the playoffs as the top seed
from the league for Division
I (large 3A) and Tolar will be
the top seed for Division II
(small 3A).

GRANBURY VOLLEYBALL

The Lady Pirates (24-19,
7-3 in District 5-5A), having
wrapped up a playoff berth,
had a bye Oct. 18 and defeat-
ed visiting Saginaw 3-0 Oct.
22. Now they are positioning
themselves for playoff seed-
ing as the regular season
winds down.

Following Tuesday,
Granbury and Chisholm Trail
were tied for second place
in district behind league
champion Aledo and a game
ahead of fourth-place Azle.
The Lady Pirates were host-
ing Azle at press time and
finish the regular season at
Brewer Oct. 29 at 6 p.m.

Leaders vs. Saginaw

Kills: Sienna Watts 10,
Masyn Noe 9, Blakely Bleeker
7

Aces: Lilyan McCall 3

Digs: McCall 20

Assists: Allyson McCabe 34

Receptions: McAll 10,
Megan James 8

TOLAR FOOTBALL

The Tolar Rattlers (6-1,
2-0 in District 5-3A Division
II) ran their league winning
streak to 14 games dating
to 2021 with a 56-14 win at
home over Dublin Oct. 18.
They were playing at Clifton
(5-2, 2-0) at press time and
host Brady (6-1, 20 at press
time) Nov. 1 at 7 p.m., games
that will decide the district
championship.

Brady and Clifton end the
regular season against each
other Nov. 8 in Brady.

Offensive leaders vs.
Dublin: Briton Rice 13-of-17,
233 yards, four TD, no inter-
ceptions; Peyton Brown 13
carries, 72 yards, TD; Dacen

Watkins three catches, 108
yards, two TD; Zane Terrell
20-yard TD catch; Brylen
Feist three catches, 31 yards,
TD.

Defensive leaders vs.
Dublin: Caden Pate seven
tackles; Cutter Cain six tack-
les; Noah Boulanger six tack-
les; Cash Clark four tackles,
fumble recovery.

Special teams standouts
vs. Dublin: Clark blocked
punt, Brooks Stone 8-for-8
on extra points kicked.

Brady offensive players
to watch: Sean Jacoby 533
yards, 10 TD, four intercep-
tions passing, 287 yards,
three TD rushing; Johnny
Menefield 807 yards, 12 TD
rushing, two TD receiving;
Ashton Taylor 780 yards,
seven TD rushing.

Brady defensive players to
watch: Menefield 85 tackles,
14 for loss, two sacks, two
fumble recoveries; DeMarcus
Reed 51 tackles, six for loss,
two sacks.

This is the first meeting
between the Rattlers and the
Bulldogs. Brady, after taking
a step back in 2023, is re-
turning to the form of 2022
when the Bulldogs went
8-4 and reached the second
round of the playoffs.

Tolar improved to 43-7
over its past 50 games.

GRANBURY FOOTBALL

The Pirates (1-6, 0-5 in
District 3-5A Division I at
press time) were hosting
Azle (6-1, 4-1 at press time),
hoping to play spoiler as
the Hornets chase a playoff
berth. They travel to Denton
(1-6, 0-5 at press time) Nov. 1
at 7 p.m.

The Pirates fell 51-14 at
Richland Oct. 18, while the
Broncos dropped a thrill-
ing 42-40 contest at home
to Fossil Ridge and were
playing at crosstown rival
Denton Ryan at press time.

Offensive leaders vs.
Richland: Spencer Taylor 14
carries, 65 yards, TD; Gage
Archer 2-yard TD run.

Defensive leaders vs.
Richland: Chase Cantrell
13 tackles, two for loss;
Bryson Hager seven tackles;
Cooper Cumba seven tack-
les; Anthony DeBello three
tackles, one for loss, sack,
fumble recovery.

Denton offensive player to
watch: Terrance Lopez 691
yards, three TD, two inter-
ceptions, 171 yards, two TD
rushing.

Denton defensive player
to watch: Brian Michaud
57 tackles, six for loss, two
sacks, interception.

The Broncos are taking a
step back this season after
reaching the postseason a
year ago. They lead the all-
time series with the Pirates
3-0, including a 42-13 win in
their last meeting in 2015.

GRACE CLASSICAL FOOTBALL

The Gryphons (1-6 at press
time) are hoping for another
late-season surge following
a77-53 home loss to Azle
Christian Oct. 18. They were
hosting Brownsville Harvest
Christian (2-4 at press time)
and travel to Temple Centex
Homeschool (1-5 at press
time) Nov. 1 at 7:30 p.m.

Last season the Gryphons
started 2-4 before win-
ning four straight to cap-
ture the Texas Association
of Independent Athletics
Organization Division III
state championship.

Last season was the inau-
gural year for Grace Classical
football. Centex won its
matchup in a thriller, 26-25.

GRANBURY CROSS COUNTRY
The Pirates and Lady
Pirates competed in the
Class 5A Region I Meet
at Mae Simmons Park in
Lubbock Oct. 22. Leading the
Pirates was Gannon Dolan,
who was 20th over the 5K
course with a time of 16:48.
The Lady Pirates were led by
Aidalyn Hollis, who was 68th
with a clocking of 21:51.
Also for the Pirates:
Aiden Lemens, 71st, 17:55;

Brendan Thorne, 78th, 18:00;
Jacob Wolfe, 116th, 18:48;
Nolan Segars, 157th, 20:04;
and Sam Valadez, 160th,
20:09.

Also for the Lady Pirates:
Kambry Zschiesche, 83rd,
22:20; Josa Berry, 93rd,
22:36; Ava Stein, 122nd,
23:19; Alexie Patrick, 132nd,
23:46; Ziva Sedgwick, 140th,
24:27; and Kina Berry, 141st,
24:28.

The Pirates and Lady
Pirates each qualified their
entire team by finishing
third in the District 5-5A
Meet.

LIPAN CROSS COUNTRY

Court Gaylor and Wyatt
Yates of the Indians compet-
ed in the Class 2A Region II
Meet at Grand Prairie Oct. 21.
Gaylor finished 44th with a
time of 19:08.70 over the 5K
course and Yates was 56th in
19:42.28.

They qualified by finishing
fifth and seventh, respective-
ly in the District 11-A Meet.

GRANBURY BOYS GOLF

The Pirates hosted the
Granbury Fall Classic this
past weekend at DeCordova
Bend Friday, Oct. 18 and
Harbor Lakes on Saturday,
Oct. 19.

“The courses were in great
shape and we appreciate
the pros and members for
letting us host this event,”
Pirates coach Steve Ward
said.

The Pirates played three
teams in the event and fin-
ished in fourth, eighth, and
10th place.

Individually, the pirates
were led by Henry Ballew
witha 152 (72-80), fifth
place individually. Also for

Granbury:

Lincoln Sherill 80-74 = 154,
seventh place

Parker Jones 78-78 =156,
12th place

Jacob Reagan 82-79 =161
Carter Martin 81-80 =161
Quinn Bradley 84-80 = 164
Kamden Aparicio 83-85 =

168
Caden Davis 84-85 =169
Briar rouse 86-88 =174
Drew Haynes 88-89 =177
Brayden Thackerson 85-93
=178
Braxton Pugh 88-92 =180
Will Webb 94-91 =185
Aiden matherne 93-101 =
194
Hunter white 85-withdrew.

GRANBURY GIRLS GOLF

The Lady Pirates hosted
the Lady Pirate Invitational at
Harbor Lakes Golf Club and
DeCordova Bend Country
Club Oct. 18-19. They fin-
ished fifth with a team score
of 698 (353-345).

Halle Carr led Granbury
with a 168 (89-79), followed
by Clair Jordan at 171 (86-
85). Also, Rylee Rainosek
posted a 174 (87-87), Ariel
Jimenez came in with a 185
(91-94) and Ava Redwine
shot 222 (117-105).

The four lowest individual
scores in each round com-
prise the team score.

The Lady Pirates and
Pirates were playing in the
District 5-5A Preview at
Cross Timbers Golf Course
in Azle at press time.

LIPAN BOYS GOLF

The Indians finished sec-
ond in the Battle of the Creek
at Squaw Creek Golf Course
in Willow Park recently. They
posted a team score of 334.

Jack Smith of Lipan won
the individual title, shooting
a 2-over-par 73. His team-
mate, Tucker Tims, tied for
fourth with a 79.

Also for Lipan, Darius
Steed and Rabe Bolton each
shot a 91. Colby Link came in
with a 92.

The four lowest individual
scores comprise the team
score.

LIPAN GIRLS GOLF

Three-time state qualifier
Hanna Gaylor competed in
the Battle of the Creek. She
tied for seventh with a score
of 86.

PHOTOS BY JESSE RAMIREZ JR. | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
OnTuesday, Oct. 15, the Lady Rattlers faced off against the Millsap Lady Bulldogs in a thrilling match
atthe Tolar gym. The Bulldogs fought hard, claiming the second set, but the Lady Rattlers secured the
victory in the end, extending their winning streak to five games.
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Diamondback Rattler Awards

Tolar Independent School District honored several staff members with their Diamondback Rattler Awards.
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COURTESY PHOTOS
Brett Mouser, Tolar High School teacher, receiving his award.

Hoilee Shaffer Tolar ISD paraprofessional, receiving her award.

Morgan Tallant, Tolar Junior High teacher, receiving his award.
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Trista Reid elementary teacher, receiving her award.

AR

Socorro Flores, Tolar ISD custodian receiving her award.

pressure was real.

WAKEY

FROM PAGE B4

was determined to make sure
you didn’t sleep through your
morning shift. You might
think this would be annoying,
but imagine the awkward-

THE RISE OF ELECTRIC
ALARM CLOCKS

tric alarm clock came to save
us all from being publicly
shamed by a knocker-upper.

Eventually, the humble elec-

of modern procrastination,
allowing people to dream just
alittle longer before the reali-

in the era of punctuality — or
at least giving us all another
thing to curse at 6 a.m.

Of course, along with these  ties of the day hit.
mechanical marvels came
the eternal struggle: do you DID THE OLD
get up on the first ring or hit WAYS REALLY WORK?

“snooze” and face the inevi-

table chaos? The invention As strange as these meth-

clever inventions like the
clepsydra, or a friendly
knocker-upper with a big
stick, people found ways to
rise on time and face their
day. Sure, none of them had
to contend with a blaring
iPhone at the crack of dawn,
but waking up has always

So next time you hit the
snooze button for the third
time, just be thankful there’s
not a guy with a long stick
waiting outside your win-
dow. Although, considering
how hard it can be to get out
of bed these days, maybe we
could all use a knocker-upper

ness of missing a knock and
having to face your knocker-
upper the next day. Social

By the mid-20th century,
these devices had become a
household staple, ushering

of the snooze button might
just be the ultimate symbol

ods may sound today, they
did the trick. Whether it was
nature’s biological rhythms,

been a struggle — regardless
of the era.

now and then!
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Shine on Harvest Moon

2024 Harvest Moon Festival of the Arts
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Harvest Moon Festival of the Arts takes place Oct. 26-27. The 46-year-old festival offers a weekend full of activities on Granbury’s historic

square.

BY EDEN DUNCAN

GILBREATH

Special to the
Hood County News
eden@hcnews.com

One of Granbury’s most
beloved events transpires
this weekend with the
Harvest Moon Festival of the
Arts Saturday and Sunday
Oct. 26-27 on Granbury’s
Historic square.

This year’s event includes
more than 100 artists from
all over the country. Crowds
come for miles to celebrate
fine art and fine art craft,
and to enjoy the somewhat
cooler temperatures.

HISTORY

In the decades since its
inception, the festival has
gone through many chang-
es. Previous to the Harvest
Moon Festival of the Arts
was the 1974 Harvest
Festival sponsored by the
Bicentennial Commission
to support its plans for the
Bicentennial Celebration
of 1976. The celebra-
tion included booths and
barbeque.

In 1978 the first Harvest
of the Arts Festival was cel-
ebrated. In 1988 the county
celebrated the 10th annual
Harvest of the Arts, spon-
sored by the Hood County
Arts Council — one of at
least three arts councils the
county saw over the years.

The event was inherited
by the Historic Granbury
Merchants Association. By
the 1990s the event was re-
named The Harvest Moon
Festival of the Arts.

The Harvest of the Arts/
Harvest Moon Festival of
the Arts of earlier decades
included children’s art,
featured artists and dem-
onstrations, visiting book

Harvest Moon Festival of the Arts is one of the most popular events in Granbury. This year’s event
features more than 100 artists.

authors and book signings,
scarecrow decorating con-
tests, decorated pumpkin
contests, tractor shows and
races, light plant displays,
country food contest and a
harvest moon dance.

For some years, the vision
of an event focused on fine
art seemed to be lost. The
2000s brought more art
tourism to Granbury and a
return to a celebration of
fine art and fine art craft at
the Harvest Moon Festival
of the Arts. Artists would
then be required to submit
images of their work to be
considered; this helped to
maintain the high quality we
see today.

TODAY

Granbury saw the fruition
of the work of many people
over many years in estab-
lishing Granbury as a desti-

nation for art tourism, and
the Harvest Moon Festival
of the Arts was part of that
grass roots movement. The
event is now sponsored

by the Historic Merchants
Association in partnership
with Visit Granbury and the
Granbury Arts Alliance.

In 2023 during the
Harvest Moon Festival,
Granbury received a des-
ignation from the Texas
Commission on the Arts for
its Cultural Arts District.
Cultural districts are des-
ignated zones that harness
cultural resources to stimu-
late economic growth and
community vitality.

“We are so excited for the
46th Annual Harvest Moon
Festival of the Arts which
is a vibrant celebration that
showcases the incredible
talents of over 100 juried
artists circling around the

beautiful Granbury Square.
This festival not only high-
lights a diverse range of ar-
tistic expressions, but also
fosters a sense of commu-
nity and appreciation for
creativity, making it a must-
visit event for art lovers and
enthusiasts alike,” shared
Cheshe Langford, president
of the Historical Granbury
Merchants Association.

Visitors to the event
look forward to the yearly
tradition of the Harvest
Moon year after year. Some
art patrons have specific
booths they look forward to
visiting.

“Granbury Arts Alliance
has our longstanding tradi-
tion of selling our ‘moons’
that are painted by local
artists and art students.
These moons are collected
by many year after year. We

PLEASE SEE MOON | C3

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENYS CRESPO
Laramie Rhodes holds her grandfather Leon Rhodes’ guitar at
Chief Record Shop in Fort Worth, celebrating a cherished family
legacy.

Premier of Lost
In Texas Music
Festival to debut
new artists

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

Laramie Rhodes Hargrove, who goes by the name of
Rhodes, is a passionate musician advocate making waves
in the Texas music scene with her new venture, the Lost in
Texas Music Festival, so named for its vastness.

Scheduled for Nov. 2 at Granbury’s Reunion Grounds,
the festival aims to provide a platform for emerging art-
ists while featuring headliners like Wade Bowen and Dylan
Wheeler.

“These younger artists will perform before the head-
liners, allowing them to showcase their talent to a crowd
that might not know them yet,” said Rhodes, president of
Rhodes Entertainment Group.

The festival is not just a launchpad for artists; it reflects
Rhodes’ vision for Texas music. Although the Lost in Texas
Music Festival is premiering in Granbury, Rhodes has ex-
citing plans to expand the festival to three other locations

PLEASE SEE ARTISTS | C2

Gobble Give:
CenterPoint
Church offers
Thanksgiving hope
to families in need

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

As Thanksgiving approaches, Granbury’s CenterPoint
Church is preparing to brighten the holiday for local fami-
lies with its annual initiative, Gobble Give.

Reservations can be made by calling or texting the
church office, and the deadline is Nov. 7. Families can pick
up their boxes Nov. 23 from 1 to 5 p.m.

The Gobble Give program, launched in 2019, provides
families in need with everything they require for a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving meal, emphasizing togetherness and
community spirit.

Pastor Kevin Spencer, leader of CenterPoint Church, ex-
plained the mission behind Gobble Give. “We wanted to
package everything so that a family could go home and
cook their Thanksgiving meal to enjoy as a family.”

Each Gobble Give box feeds up to six people and contains
a whole turkey, stuffing mix, potatoes, gravy, corn, green
beans, mac and cheese, rolls, cranberry sauce, fruit cocktail
and brownie mix — everything needed for a festive feast
and a chance to create holiday memories around the din-
ner table.

The initiative is designed to assist families struggling
during the holiday season. “We ask people if they feel like
they're in need that year or know someone who could use
the meal to reserve a box,” Spencer stated.

Over the years, Gobble Give has gained traction in
the community. “The response has been encouraging,”
Spencer shared. “As word spreads, we’ve seen a growing
number of families participate each year.”

Community involvement is a vital part of the program.
Local businesses, including HEB and Home Depot, have
partnered with CenterPoint Church to support the initia-

PLEASE SEE HOPE | C3
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BY MICKY SHEARON

Special to the
Hood County News
micky@hcnews.com

As the crisp air settles in
and the leaves crunch be-
neath our feet, we know that
fall has officially arrived.
For me, fall isn’t just about
pumpkin-spiced everything
or the allure of cozy sweat-
ers — it’s about one iconic
Halloween tradition: watch-
ing “It’'s The Great Pumpkin,
Charlie Brown.”

This 1966 animated clas-
sic, featuring the beloved
Peanuts gang, has become a
staple of Halloween nostal-
gia. No matter how many
new Halloween movies come
out, from slasher flicks
to feel-good family films,
there’s something special
about the quiet charm and
simplicity of this cartoon
that brings a smile to my
face every October.

LINUS AND HIS UNDYING

FAITH IN THE GREAT PUMPKIN

The heart of the story
centers around Linus, the
blanket-toting philosopher
of the Peanuts gang, and
his passionate belief in the
Great Pumpkin. While most
kids his age are gearing up
to collect mountains of can-
dy, Linus takes a different
path. He spends Halloween
night sitting in a pumpkin
patch, waiting for the Great
Pumpkin to rise and bring
toys to all the good boys and
girls.

Is Linus delusional?
Perhaps. But there’s some-
thing undeniably charming
about his unwavering faith
in the unseen. As adults, we
often lose that sense of won-
der, so it’s refreshing to see
someone so committed to
believing in magic — even if
it’s just a pumpkin deity that
never shows up.

Of course, his friends and
even his own sister, Lucy,
think he’s out of his gourd
(pun intended). While the

www.hcnews.com

Why we all need a little Great Pumpkin in our Halloween

other kids are gleefully col-
lecting candy, Linus remains
steadfast in the pumpkin
patch, missing all the action.
This blend of innocent hope
and comedic disappoint-
ment makes Linus a charac-
ter we can't help but root for.
And who among us can’t re-
late to getting our hopes up,
only to be met with crushing
disappointment when reality
setsin?

CHARLIE BROWN’S INFA-

MOUS HALLOWEEN WOES

Meanwhile, poor Charlie
Brown is dealing with his
own misfortunes, as usual.
His Halloween costume — a
classic ghost sheet with far
too many eye holes — ends
up earning him nothing but
rocks. Yes, rocks. Every sin-
gle house he visits rewards
him with a rock instead of
candy, because, apparently,
the universe just loves to
pick on Charlie Brown.

As akid, I couldn’t help
but feel bad for him. As an
adult, I still do, but I also

can’t stop laughing. There’s
something about Charlie
Brown’s perpetual bad luck
that manages to be both
tragic and hilarious at the
same time. His simple “I got
arock” is a line that never
fails to get a chuckle, even
decades later.

And let’s not forget Lucy,
who, despite her often bossy
and self-centered ways,
shows a flicker of kindness
at the end of the night. She
wakes up in the early hours
to drag Linus back home af-
ter his long (and ultimately
fruitless) wait for the Great
Pumpkin. It’s a subtle re-
minder that, at the end of the
day, even bossy older sisters
have a heart.

THE MUSIC, THE

MAGIC, THE MEMORIES
Another thing that makes
“It’s the Great Pumpkin,
Charlie Brown” so unique
is its iconic music, com-
posed by jazz pianist Vince
Guaraldi. That cheerful,
bouncy piano melody is

instantly recognizable
and adds to the lightheart-
ed, whimsical tone of the
special. There’s some-
thing soothing about the
soundtrack, which feels like
the auditory equivalent of a
warm blanket on a chilly fall
evening.

Watching “The Great
Pumpkin” is like return-
ing to a simpler time, when
Halloween was all about
carving pumpkins, bob-
bing for apples, and wearing
your mom’s hastily thrown-
together costume (which
usually consisted of cutting
two eye holes in an old sheet,
just like Charlie Brown’s). It
reminds us that Halloween
doesn’t have to be scary or
extravagant to be fun — it
can be about silly traditions,
childlike wonder, and, yes, a
little bit of candy (hopefully
not rocks, though).

WHY IT STILL RESONATES
So why has “It’s the

Great Pumpkin, Charlie

Brown” stood the test of

time? I think it’s because
the Peanuts gang, with all
its quirks and flaws, feels
timeless. We've all known

a Linus, who's a little too
idealistic for his own good,
or a Charlie Brown, whose
well-meaning efforts always
seem to fall short. We see
ourselves in these charac-
ters and laugh because, deep
down, we know that life is a
little like trick-or-treating:
sometimes you get the can-
dy, and sometimes you get
arock.

As I settle in with my blan-
ket, a cup of hot cider, and
“It’s The Great Pumpkin,
Charlie Brown” playing on
TV, I'm reminded of why
this special is so dear to my
heart. It’s more than just
an animated show —it’s a
celebration of childhood,
of hope, and of the magic
we carry with us, even into
adulthood. Linus may never
meet the Great Pumpkin, but
for the rest of us, the joy of
revisiting this classic every
Halloween is enough to keep
the magic alive.
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Flying to Granbury for a walk-through of the Reunion Grounds for the Lost in Texas Festival. From left: Charlie Diggs, Laramie Rhodes Hargrove, and pilot and LIT Fest security manager Conrad Liles.

ARTISTS
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across Texas.

The friendly, relaxed vibe
at the Reunion Grounds,
with its indoor and outdoor
rodeo arena, makes it a per-
fect place for new artists to
connect with fans and show-
case their music.

The venue has plenty of
open areas for stages and
seating, surrounded by green
trees and lovely views of pic-
turesque Lake Granbury.

Attendees will have an op-
portunity to bid on a piece
of music history while sup-
porting local education.
Rhodes will auction off a
wrapped guitar, signed by
all the artists performing at
the event. Proceeds will go
to the Granbury Education
Foundation.

There will be many food
trucks and an assortment
of retail vendors so peo-
ple can enjoy a fun festival
atmosphere.

CONNECTING
ARTISTS AND FANS

Rhodes hopes to connect
artists with audiences across
Texas. “I want to help art-
ists gain fans in every part
of Texas. 'm not an agent,”
she stated. “It’s about creat-
ing a network and a com-
munity, and my superpower
is networking.” Rhodes is
well-connected in the music
industry — not only in Texas
but Nashville as well.

Rhodes assisted 14-year-
old Alabama musician
Maddox Batson after dis-
covering him during a live
online jam session with his
dad. Captivated by their
performance, she suggested
Maddox perform in Texas.

Despite the challenges
of booking a 12-year-old
from another state, Rhodes
made it happen. Since then,

Maddox’s career has soared,
amassing over 2 million
TikTok followers, selling
out shows across the U.S.,
and signing with two major
agencies.

“This time next year, I
hope to be back in Granbury
doing the second annual,”
Rhodes adds, “But really, I
plan on doing one festival a
quarter in each part of the
regions of Texas.”

Her extensive networking
skills and unwavering dedi-
cation position her to signifi-
cantly impact the Texas mu-
sic landscape for performers
and music lovers alike.

MUSICIN HER BLOOD

Music runs deep in
Rhodes’ family. Her grand-
father, Leon Rhodes, is a leg-
endary self-taught guitarist
who played with icons like
George Strait, Dolly Parton,
Willie Nelson and more.

His dedication to music
began as a child, watching
his older brothers play the
guitar. In a vintage video
interview with Leon Rhodes
upon his induction into the
Nashville Hall of Fame as a
“Nashville Cat,” he explained
that at just 17, he sold his
bed to buy a guitar when his
father couldn’t afford one,
and the rest, as they say, is
history.

Fiercely determined not
to let opportunities pass by,
especially for the artists she
works with, Laramie Rhodes
says she didn’t inherit her
grandfather’s musical talent.
However, she has a keen ear
and sharp eye for spotting
potential in others — like a
talent scout.

IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES
Laramie Rhodes shared
that her grandfather was
playing a gig with Ernest
Tubb and the Texas
Troubadours. “Elvis ap-

proached him, eager to col-
laborate. ‘Hey, I want you to
come play with me. I think
you’d be a great fit,’ he said.”

But Leon Rhodes was loyal
to Tubb and would chuckle
recounting the story of an
invitation from the King of
Rock’ n Roll.

“My grandfather turned
down the offer, telling Elvis,
‘Son, you’ll never be as big
as Ernest Tubb,”” Laramie
Rhodes said, noting his deci-
sion occasionally left him
pondering the “what ifs” of
his choice.

Inspired by this story,
Laramie Rhodes is commit-
ted to creating opportunities
for aspiring artists and pro-
viding the support they need
to succeed.

A SWEET START

Her journey into the music
industry began unexpectedly
while working as a bartender
at the Sweetwater Grill. “They
are really big and largely
known for live music — usu-
ally every night of the week,”
Rhodes said. She discovered
her passion for artist devel-
opment after witnessing the
challenges musicians faced.

“I'would guide artists
who know they can sing or
play but need the tools and
resources to thrive,” she
explained.

In 2015, Rhodes forged a
fortuitous friendship with en-
tertainment marketer Charlie
Diggs, known for organiz-
ing up to 18 festivals a year
and his commitment to giv-
ing back to the community.
“Charlie basically taught me
everything I know about festi-
vals,” Rhodes said.

Fast forward several years,
and her experiences led
her to create the Rhodes
Entertainment Group, a plat-
form that empowers fresh
talent.

Rhodes’ entrepreneur-

WADE BOWEN

DYLAN WHEELER ¢ SLADE COULTER ¢ JACOB STELLY * PAYTON HOWIE « HAYDEN HILLIARD
CHRIS CUNNINGHAM  DAKOTA RITTER * BUBBA * WESTLY LOGAN SAMFORD ¢ BROOKLYN FENN ¢ LANE HUNT
BRAYDEN STEWART » KEATON ADAMS * KALEB MICHAEL » LANDON FARRAR * CODY PAUL

ial spirit shines through

in her plans for Rhodes
Entertainment Group, which
she envisions as a compre-
hensive resource for artists.
From marketing and brand-
ing to booking and social
media management, her goal
is to provide aspiring musi-
cians with everything they
need to navigate the industry
successfully.

As a mother of two, Rhodes
balances her business aspira-
tions with family life, drawing
inspiration from her chil-
dren’s interests. “My daugh-
ter has a natural singing abil-

ity, and I'm keenly aware of
the challenges of the music
industry,” she shared. “I want
to guide her and other artists
away from the pitfalls I've
seen.”

Diggs partnering with
Rhodes for The Lost in Texas
Music Festival represents the
culmination of her efforts
thus far to showcase talented
newcomers alongside estab-
lished acts.

Rhodes encourages music
lovers to attend and support
the next generation of art-
ists making their mark in the
industry. With this festival,
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she looks forward to embark-
ing on an exciting journey
for herself, the artists she
supports, and music lovers
everywhere.

Tickets for the festival are
available online, with various
options, including general
admission and VIP packages.
To order tickets, visit https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/lost-
in-texas-music-fest-tickets-
90840150234 77?aff=HoodCou
ntyNews.

Use the code:
HoodCounty10 for 10% off
your online ticket purchase.

>>>> Want your news online?

Subscribe to the Hood County News and get breaking news, local events, sports coverage, classified
ads, weather, videos, photos, coupons, sound off,
opinion poll, garage sale maps at your fingertips.
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From Staff Reports

The Blue Horse Sanctuary
will greet visitors for an open
house Saturday, Nov. 9 from
noon to 4 p.m. The sanctuary
was founded by Mel Auberty
on her family’s ranch near
Chalk Mountain in 2015.

Auberty is also an equine
artist. There will be a raffle
for a chance to win an
Auberty print, and prints will
be available for purchase.

Auberty has rescued 34
horses to date, as well as
14 donkeys. Working with
Bluebonnet Equine Humane

www.hcnews.com

Blue Horse Sanctuary open house

Society, law enforcement,
and individuals who can no
longer keep their horses or
donkeys, the sanctuary gives
a forever home to the in-
jured, elderly and unwanted.
Featured at the open
house will be renowned
natural horsemanship

trainer Michael Battenfield of
Gorman at 1:30 p.m. At 2:30
p.m., Battenfield’s daugh-
ter Brooklyn will display her
skills in teaching as she uses
body language to direct her
horse without the use of a
halter.

There will be opportunity

to pet and groom the horses
and learn some tips on how
to work more humanely and
naturally with your horse.
T-shirts, caps, etc. will be
available for purchase with
all proceeds used to support
the sanctuary.

The Blue Horse Sanctuary

is located on WildWood
Ranch, 1651 CR 1014, Bluff
Dale. No dogs are allowed at
this event. For more informa-
tion about the sanctuary or
to purchase prints or donate,
go to bluehorsesanctuary.
org.

Spices of

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the

Hood County News

micky@hcnews.com

As the air turns crisp
and the days grow shorter,
many of us reach for famil-
iar spices like cinnamon,
nutmeg and the ever-pop-
ular pumpkin spice to en-
hance our meals and drinks.
These warming flavors are
synonymous with fall, but
did you know they carry a
rich and fascinating history
that spans centuries and
continents? From guarded
secrets to global trade, here
are seven surprising facts
about the spices that make
autumn so irresistible.

1. Pumpkin spice: An
American tradition with
colonial roots

Pumpkin spice may seem
like a modern craze, but
its history goes all the way
back to America’s colonial
days. In fact, the first known
recipes for pumpkin pie,
flavored with a mix of nut-

the season: Hidden histories of fall’s favorites

meg, ginger and allspice, ap-
peared in Amelia Simmons’
American Cookery, pub-
lished in 1796. The now-
iconic spice blend gained
even more popularity when
canned pumpkin puree hit
the market in 1929, and
by 1934, McCormick had
released its own version
of pumpkin pie spice — a
combination of cinnamon,
ginger, nutmeg and allspice
that remains unchanged to
this day.

2. Cinnamon: A spice
once wrapped in myth

Cinnamon is beloved for
adding a cozy sweetness to
everything from desserts
to beverages, but its origins
were once shrouded in mys-
tery. Ancient spice traders
spun elaborate tales, claim-
ing that cinnamon was har-
vested from trees guarded
by dangerous creatures, a
story designed to inflate
the spice’s value. The truth?
Cinnamon comes from the
bark of Cinnamomum trees

native to India, Sri Lanka
and Myanmar. This valuable
spice remained a closely
guarded secret for centu-
ries, fetching high prices on
the international market.

3. Cloves: The original
ancient breath freshener

Long before chewing gum
or mints, cloves were used
as aremedy for bad breath.
In ancient China, visitors to
the emperor’s court would
chew on cloves to ensure
fresh breath before an au-
dience with royalty. These
aromatic flower buds, har-
vested from the Syzygium
aromaticum tree, were also
prized in Europe during the
Middle Ages. Spice trad-
ers went to great lengths to
maintain their monopoly
on the clove trade, destroy-
ing trees to control supply.
Today, cloves are still used
in many fall recipes, add-
ing warmth to dishes like

pumpkin pie and spice cake.

4. Ginger: The cultivated
cure-all

Ginger, a spicy root
known for its medicinal
properties, has been cher-
ished for over 2,500 years.
While it can ease nausea and
digestive issues, ginger’s
legend grew out of propor-
tion in medieval times when
it was believed to cure the
plague. Interestingly, ginger
does not exist in the wild;
itis a “cultigen,” meaning
early humans cultivated
and bred it from its ances-
tral plants until it became
the ginger we know today.
This root eventually made
its way to Europe, where it
became a favorite of Queen
Elizabeth I, who is credited
with inventing gingerbread
men.

5. Cardamom: A Nordic
favorite

Though cardamom is na-
tive to India and is a staple
in Indian cuisine, it has an
unexpected fan base in
Scandinavia. Norway and
Sweden are among the
world’s biggest consumers

of this spice, using it to fla-
vor everything from sweet
buns to traditional holiday
drinks like glogg. Historians
speculate that Vikings may
have introduced cardamom
to Scandinavia between the
eighth and 13th centuries,
and the spice has since be-
come a key ingredient in
many Nordic winter recipes.

6. Nutmeg: Once as valu-
able as gold

Today, nutmeg is a com-
mon addition to fall dishes,
but centuries ago, it was
a luxury spice worth its
weight in gold. Native to
Indonesia’s Banda Islands,
nutmeg was first cultivated
over 3,500 years ago. By the
14th century, it was highly
prized across Europe, so
much so that wealthy in-
dividuals carried personal
nutmeg graters to season
their food on the go. While
it’s no longer reserved for
the elite, nutmeg remains a
quintessential spice for fall
treats like pies and warm

drinks.
7. Allspice: One spice,
many flavors

Despite its name, allspice
is not a blend of spices but a
single dried berry from the
Pimenta dioica tree, native
to the West Indies. The spice
earned its name because its
flavor is reminiscent of a
mix of cinnamon, nutmeg
and cloves. First brought to
Europe in the 17th century,
allspice quickly became
popular in both sweet and
savory dishes. Today, it’s a
staple of autumnal favor-
ites such as apple cider and
spiced wine.

These fall spices, whether
used to enhance the fla-
vor of pies, cakes or warm
drinks, carry centuries of
history and tradition with
them. As you enjoy your
favorite fall recipes, you're
also partaking in a legacy
of trade, discovery, and cu-
linary innovation that has
shaped the way we flavor
the season.
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Pick-up day: Families will pull up to Centerpoint Church to pick up their reserved “Gobble Give” family meal box.
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tive. “If someone wants to
help partner with us and
finance it or make a dona-
tion, that’s always accepted,”
Spencer added.

Volunteers are always
needed on distribution day,
and interested individuals
can contact the church office
for more information.

Beyond providing meals,
Gobble Give aims to create
a supportive environment.
Spencer noted that teams
from the church are available
to offer prayer and emo-
tional support for those who
seek it. “It’s primarily about
meeting the physical need,
but we're also here for every-
thing else,” he explained.

The church is also working
to reach families with school-
aged children. “We want to
be more effective at getting
the word out and ensuring
that those who need help can
access it,” Spencer said.

The impact of Gobble Give
is evident in the gratitude ex-
pressed by families who have
benefited from the program
in the past. Spencer shared,
“Every year, there’s always
that one person that stands
out. They come in on two
wheels, and they had forgot-
ten or didn’t have a way to
get their box ... all of their
life circumstances seem to
be going against them, and

you're able to help them.
“They're so thankful.
They're so appreciative. They
say, ‘Thank you,’ and you re-
alize how much this means
to them,” Spencer explains.
“There’s always that mo-
ment where you have a vol-
unteer who says, ‘That was
the one. If it was just one
family that I came to do this
for, that was the one.”
These moments remind
volunteers and church
members of the differ-
ence they are making in the
community.

FULL CIRCLE

“We have families that are
here and attend now because
of Gobble Give, or they came
one year and received a box,
and then they’ll call us and
say, ‘Hey, when is Gobble
Give?”” Spencer said.

“They often call to ask
when Gobble Give is happen-
ing, excited to pay for a box
or help out as volunteers.
One person explained, ‘You
guys helped me when I'was
in need, and now I want to
make sure others get that
same support” he said. “It’s
touching to see how some-
one can come full circle,
moving from receiving help
to giving it back, showing
how much it means to them.”

Gobble Give provides food
and fosters a sense of be-
longing and hope. Reserving
a Thanksgiving box is a sim-

Centerpoint Church volunteers pack Thanksgiving “Gobble Give”
boxes for needy families.

ple way for families in need
to ensure they can gather
during the holiday season
and share a meal.

Interested families should
contact CenterPoint Church
before the Nov. 7 deadline
to reserve their Gobble Give
box.

Call the CenterPoint
Church office at 817-964-
7400 to reserve a box or
email gobblegivetx@center-

pointchurch.tv. Provide your
first and last name, address,
phone number and email
address.

To reserve a box in per-
son, visit the church at 2201
Commercial Lane, Granbury,
and fill out the Gobble Give
form in the church office
or at these other locations:
Afterschool America Resale,
the Brazos Pregnancy Center
or Mission Granbury.

MOON
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have the Coates Art Exhibition as well. Visitors can hop
on the trolley to ride from the conference center to down-
town and even to Shanley to see LGAA’s art show. It’s a
big weekend of art in Granbury,” said Teresa Houston,
president of the Granbury Arts Alliance.

It seems the goal of becoming an art tourist destination
has come to fruition as the festival adds not only value to
the community but a draw for tourists to visit Granbury.

“Events like the Harvest Moon Festival power
Granbury’s tourism economy. Tourism is Granbury’s
number one industry. The added benefit of a festival ded-
icated to the arts really propels it to another level.

“The City of Granbury supports new events, and the
growth of existing events by providing support through
Visit Granbury. As the official ‘Celebration Capital of
Texas’ and now the Cultural District Designation, it
really showcases the level of commitment to art and
our community provided from the City of Granbury/
Visit Granbury,” said Tammy Dooley, director of Visit

Granbury.

Though the activities have changed over the years, the
festival continues to provide education, entertainment
and opportunities for patrons to meet artists.

“Additionally, art events have tremendous opportuni-
ties to grow and provide quality of life for our communi-
ty. Art and events are powerful tourism dollar generators
into the city.” Dooley continued.

THE 2024 HARVEST OF THE MOON STAGE SCHEDULE
Live music both days on the courthouse stage.

Saturday

10-11 am.: Banter

11 am.-noon: Grace Kelly

1:30 p.m.: Landon Hoffman and the Granbury
Jazz Orchestra

2-3 p.m.: D.J. — dance music

3-4 p.m.: Randy Hawkins

4-5p.m.: Keenan Hegarty

5-6 p.m.: Ranee Austen with Josh Drewes

Sunday

10-11 am.: Jackie Moore Gospel Hour

1-3 p.m.: Granbury Jazz Orchestra

2:00 pm Sunday Live Band Musical Chairs for
Cash Prizes

3-4 pm: Master Chi

THE ARTISTS OF THE HARVEST MOON FESTIVAL

The highlight and purpose of the festival is to celebrate
fine art. The artists who display around the courthouse
are juried in. After they are selected, they pay a booth
fee to be included. The work is diverse both in media and
subject matter, and there is truly something for every
taste. Booths are open during the day both Saturday and

Sunday.

THE COATES WESTERN ART EXHIBITION AND SALE

This year’s charity event will be held Saturday in the
Lake Granbury Conference Center with the goal of pro-
viding sculpture for the Shanley Sculpture Garden.
Sponsored by the Granbury Arts Alliance, the event
brings both traditional and contemporary western artists
to Granbury from far and wide. The show is open from 10

am.-5 p.m.

LAKE GRANBURY ART ASSOCIATION 6-INCH X 6-INCH SALE
One of only two tax free fundraisers the nonprofit,

51 year-old organization is able to hold, the event in-

cludes 6-inch x 6-inch works of the Lake Granbury Art

Association members. All pieces are priced at just $30

each, and the artists donate their art to support the art

association. Making art affordable for all, members are

PLEASE SEE MOON | C9



C4 tood County News

SATURDAY, October 26, 2024

THE IDLE AMERICAN

Hope, Highways and Byways

BY DON NEWBURY

Dr. Newbury, longtime university president,
continues to speak and write. The Idle
American, begun in 2003, is Texas'longest-
running syndicated column. Contact: 817-
447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.

Website: www.speakerdoc.com.

Bob Hope, beloved human-
itarian, comedian and patri-
ot, may have been America’s
best ambassador of inter-
national goodwill — ever.
He was able to “localize” his
jokes and stories no matter
where he appeared.

Always on the road, this
British-born icon became
anaturalized American at
age 4. He spent some 80 of
his 100 years starring in
vaudeville, on Broadway, in
movies with Bing Crosby,
and on both radio and TV.
Little wonder he received
more than 2,000 significant
awards, including 54 honor-

ary doctoral degrees from
universities, but — sadly —
never an Oscar.

He spent most
Christmases on the road en-
tertaining military person-
nel, often in war-torn places.
Remembrances of this mas-
terful entertainer make us
smile. We are thankful for
the memories ...

Hope was a frequent
visitor to Texas, where he
always had jokes — new,
clean, clever and localized.
He once said of West Texas:
“Miles and miles of nothing
but miles and miles.”

He joked that if the snow

www.hcnews.com

ever melted in Alaska, Texas
would again be the biggest
state.

My guess is that he (and
his writers) keenly watched
for joke ideas. They prob-
ably even took notes from
the many Burma-Shave
sign ditties once nailed to
fenceposts across the na-
tion. Maybe they also found
material on iconic Route 66,
America’s “main street.”

We so need Hope in these
strife-pocked times.

We could use some Burma-
Shave signs, too. And, how
about some clean TV ads,
like the late Clara Peller tak-
ing Wendy's to task about
the beef location?

Instead, we get smutty
innuendo ads, some by na-
tional companies that should
know better ...

What little humor remains
often is found on bumper
stickers. Some have religious

overtones, including one
spotted on a rear bumper in
heavy traffic. In small letter-
ing, it asked, “Are You This
Close to Jesus?” Another on
a “five o’clock freeway” said:
“Jesus Would Let Me Merge.”

Admittedly, some are at
the other end of the pro-
priety spectrum. A couple
appeared on trucks hauling
sewage.

One identified its compa-
ny, “Duty Calls.” The other
warned: “Back Off. We Ain’t
Haulin’ Whipped Cream.”

Then, there are real life sit-
uations involving churches
AND, uh, sewage, in want of
a better word.

Ilearned about one re-
cently while addressing a
senior adult luncheon in
Bono, a tiny Johnson County
community few people pass
through on the way to town.

Parishioners defused a
recent “duck problem,” and

are at the ready to take on a
nearby buffalo should it de-
cide to storm a fence, look-
ing for greener grass on the
other side ...

A while back, ducks owned
by a grandmotherly lady
nearby took to meandering
on the church yard.

Some days, uh, “duty”
called, leaving church
grounds untidy, fouled by
the fowls. Bono folks prac-
ticed The Golden Rule con-
cerning the issue. The duck
owner was immediately
sympathetic, positively re-
sponding in a manner akin
to Granny on “The Beverly
Hillbillies”.

She cut to the chase, issu-
ing terse instructions in a
note on the front door of the
church should the annoy-
ance continue: “Shoot ‘em.”
This little church, serving a
picturesque rural area since
1876, is now “duckless,” and

no shots have been fired.
Spotting the buffalo on my
drive home, I sang, “Oh give
me a home, where the buf-
falo roam, and the deer and
the antelope play.” ...

Now, with the election at
hand, let’s all exhale. Look
for reasons to smile, even
if we have to watch old Bob
Hope re-runs, chuckle at
dozens of old Burma-Shave
ditties on its website or sim-
ply think of “what ifs,” such
as ducks learning hard les-
sons about trespassing.

Still another “what if” con-
cerns Valley Ranch, home of
the Dallas Cowboys, where
there is said to be a buck that
moves about aimlessly, but
never stops.

It was Dallas colum-
nist/author/speaker Dave
Lieber’s line: “God absolute-
ly does NOT answer every
prayer. Jerry Jones still owns
the Dallas Cowboys.” ...

VETERAN’S VOICE

Pecan Valley launches veterans peer support group

BY LINDA MALLON

Linda Mallon, a retired Army master
sergeant, found her niche working with
veterans and their families in Granbury.
She is a former claims administrator for
Blue Shield of New Jersey and later senior
personnel sergeant, taking care of soldiers’

careers for more than 20 years. linda.
mallon@co.hood.tx.us | 817-579-3292.

Jeffrey Harz, veteran ser-
vice coordinator at Pecan
Valley Centers for Behavioral
and Developmental
Healthcare, notified us re-
cently he is hosting a weekly
Veterans Peer Support Group
meeting covering new topics
of discussion relevant to our
veteran community. This is
an excellent opportunity to
get together and meet other
veterans and connect with
resources they can use or
share.

Although we have a num-
ber of service organizations
here in Hood and Somervell
County, this group offers
veterans a weekly meeting
to learn what Pecan Valley
Centers is all about, work
with its peer support staff
and enjoy the camarade-
rie that comes with having
served in the military. For
more information, contact
Pecan Valley Centers peer
support line at 817-579-
4489 ext. 3 or you may email

Jeffrey at jharz@pacanval-
ley.org. Pecan Valley Centers
Veterans Peer Support is
known for its grant to help
with mental health care,
drug and alcohol recovery,
financial hardship and refer-
rals but it is also a place to
get to know other veterans,
network and share life hacks
veterans have learned over
the years.

In other news, we are see-
ing letters coming from the
Department of Veterans
Affairs Pension Management
advising veterans that their
Pension benefit will be re-
duced based on the VA and
Social Security data match.

I addressed this last year
when we were first notified
there was a glitch in data
matches from Social Security
so the VA did not have ac-

curate income verification
and had corrected the prob-
lem, which meant veterans
and surviving spouses had
been overpaid. The VA is not
penalizing those benefit re-
cipients because the mistake
was due to no fault of their
own; however the benefits
will be reduced based on
social security offset. The
best way we can get some of
this pension increased is to
make sure you keep track of
all nonreimbursed medical
expenses and report those
annually to the VA.

Our office will assist you
in preparing a VA form 21P-
8416 Medical Expense report
because nonreimbursed
medical expenses, which
include Medicare Part B, sup-
plemental health insurance
premiums, home care atten-

dants (even if they are paid
family members) and home
care facilities to name a few,
reduce your income for VA
purposes. The VA counts
total household income to
qualify for pension benefits,
which means it also counts
total household nonreim-
bursed medical expenses
including spouse’s out-of-
pocket medical expenses. If
you are housebound or in
need of aid and attendance,
you will need a VA Form
21-2680 completed by your
physician and this may also
increase your benefit if you
are just receiving pension
alone.

Reminder: home care
means assistance with daily
living, not a housekeeper
who does not assist with
bathing, dressing, medica-

tion management, transfer-
ring and other modalities
of daily living. As always, if
you have any questions or
you receive a letter stating
that your benefits will be
reduced, prepare for that if
you can and call this office
SO we can assist with report-
ing any medical expenses the
VA has not considered when
determining your benefit
amount.

The office will be
closed Nov. 25-29 for the
Thanksgiving holiday. You
may call during that week
and leave a message or email
Imallon@HoodCounty.Texas.
gov . Please note the new
email address.

OPERA GUILD OF GRANBURY ANNUAL BINGO FUNDRAISER

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
The Opera Guild of Granbury hosted its Annual Bingo Fundraiser at the David Southern Lake Granbury Conference Center Thursday, Oct. 17. The fun-filled event featured a delicious dinner, 10 exciting bingo
games, and live entertainment by B-Ray & The Humans Band. Ticket holders could win door prizes and participate in live and silent auctions. The Opera Guild of Granbury is a 501(c)(3) all-volunteer organization
that supports the Opera House and Granbury Theatre Company in many capacities.
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PRACTICE IN GRANBURY
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: $49 NEW PATIENT VISIT :

Receive doctor consultation,
| x-rays, & exam. A value of $302 |
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817.573.3761

3412 EAST HWY 377, GRANBURY, TX 76049

GranburyDentalCenter.com
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New fine art events

From Staff Reports

Two new events offer op-
portunities to collect art in
the first weeks of November.
The Lake Granbury Art
Association presents the
Spurlock Stewart Exhibition
opening Nov. 1 at the
Shanley House Gallery and
the members of the Lake
Granbury Art Association
will show and sell their work
at the Granbury Square
Pavilion Sat. Nov. 9 from 10
am.-4 p.m.

The Spurlock/Stewart

Exhibition will feature the
work of James R. Spurlock
and his students and the
work of recently deceased
James Stewart and his
students. These two long-
time members of the Art
Association have taught for
many years.

Spurlock has taught mul-
tiple local artists, some of
whom have reached profes-
sional status. Spurlock is
amaster artist working in
13 mediums, and his work
is collected internationally.
Spurlock’s work can also

be seen Saturday, Oct. 26
at the Coates Western Art
Exhibition and Sale at the
Lake Granbury Conference
Center.

LGAA will also honor
the life and work of James
Stewart with the last show
and sale of his legacy of
western art. His dedicated
students will also participate
in the art exhibition.

The Spurlock/Stewart
Exhibition runs from Nov.
1 through Dec. 31; the
work will be the feature of
November’s Gallery night

and will be on display during
the Tour of Homes.

Art in the Granbury Square
Pavilion is a new monthly
event. LGAA artist work of
all styles and mediums will
be represented. Artists will
be on hand to answer any
questions about their sub-
ject matter, inspiration and
media.

LGAA’s Shanley Gallery is
located at 224 N. Travis St.;
the address for the Granbury
Square Pavilion is 201 E.
Pear] St.

Acton Nature Center Monarch Fest

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
From the Acton Nature Center to Mexico, hundreds joined in the fun and educational activities to celebrate the monarch butterfly Saturday,
Oct. 12.The event, presented by the Acton Nature Center of Hood County and Rio Brazos Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program,
was a free and family-friendly celebration of the monarch butterfly migration to Mexico.
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SPARTAN RACE

PHOTOS BY JESSE RAMIREZ JR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Folks from around the world gathered at Twin Canyons Ranch Oct. 19-20 to participate in the 2024 Dallas Spartan Trifecta, hosted by Visit Granbury. The
event featured obstacle races for all ages, which tested the strength and vigor of every competitor. Beyond the races, attendees enjoyed a lively atmosphere
atthe main hub, complete with food trucks, local vendors, and a DJ providing music to keep the energy high for both racers and their supporters.
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ART MATTERS

Art celebri
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Gucci storefront by Artist Marc Burckhardt.

BY STACEY WATKINS-MARTIN
AND CORA WERLEY

Stacey Watkins-Martin and
Cora Werley are local artists
and members with several
others of the Granbury Cultural
Arts Commission. Both work
diligently with many other
people and organizations

to promote Granbury as the
exciting arts destination it has
become.

As you check out this
column, let us be the first
to welcome you to not just
one, but two amazing art
events. First, the iconic fine
art event — HGMA'’s Harvest
Moon Festival of the Arts —
starts this Saturday morning
at 10 am. and runs through
Sunday. This is the 46th year
and the quality and availabil-
ity of art is definitely worth
the visit. Please don’t miss it.

At the same time,

Granbury Arts Alliance will
open also at 10 a.m. This will
be a wonderful showcase of
Western art to view and buy,
held at the large Granbury
Conference Center close to
downtown.

We’ve had this past week
the opportunity to meet
Marc Burckhardt, a Texas
state artist. Burckhardt gen-
erously donated his time to
teach a workshop at the Lake
Granbury Art Association
and offered these insights
in an interview with Stacey
Watkins-Martin:

“Like most kids, I never
didn’t love to draw; ever
since I could pick up a pencil.
My dad built a special table
so I could watch TV and
draw. My drawings were like
any other kid’s drawings, but
I'was obsessed, and just kept
going to get better by doing
it all the time.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GRANBURY ARTS ALLIANCE

my drawings were done to
get out of doing other things.
Drawing was a way to com-
municate and get out of trou-
ble. Art was my way of navi-
gating life. Both my parents
were professors at Baylor. By
chance, they taught foreign
languages in the same build-
ing as the art department,
which gave me occasional
instruction although I'm
mostly self-taught.

“Now I live in Austin, Texas
and northern Germany, and
do alot of traveling. I've
spent my whole life in pro-
fessional art. When I studied
artin college, Irealized I
needed to give some struc-
ture to what I was going to
do. SoIsold everything and
moved to New York where
I could get commissions
and work in publishing. I
responded to stories in mu-
sic and writing, doing many

people a day with my port-
folio to get work. I worked at
Time, Rolling Stone, National
Geographic, Gucci and
countless others.

“My art feeds my soul. I
create my own visual vo-
cabulary to speak; balanc-
ing what I get from outside
(like a commission) and my
own interpretation. I have
very clear ideas of my stories
to tell — I paint for myself,
whether or not others un-
derstand; I'm responding to
something. Most of my work
is autobiographical on some
level; you connect to it, but I
might have meant something
else. I have had and achieved
goals, and by far the coolest
were those I couldn’t have
imagined or thought.”

Texas has multiple State
artists; you can locate them
at Texas Commission for the
Arts website: https://www.

ties and their events

Animals as a favorite topic of Artist Marc Burckhardt.

the Coates Western Art “Sometimes Ilook back book covers, illustrations for  arts.texas.gov/initiatives/

Exhibition hosted by the and see clues as to how I books and the like. I would texas-state-artist/current- Artist Marc Burckhardt teaching an LGAA workshop for local artists.
ended up this way. A lot of sometimes see 15 to 20 state-artists/. Enjoy!

BOOK REVIEW

You're irresistibly attracted, like a moth

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

You crave that light. You
need it like you need food and
oxygen; in fact, you don’t feel
entirely whole without it. If
you can bask in its glow, you're
good. Just be careful, as in the
new book “We All Shine On” by
Elliot Mintz, of the lure of the
limelight.

Laurel Canyon, California,
is still just where it’s always
been, a mile or so off Sunset
Boulevard and up the hill. It’s
there, but not like it was in
1970, when Elliot Mintz was a
resident.

Then, Laurel Canyon was af-
fordable and rustic, and Mintz
knew most of his neighbors:
David Cassidy, Joni Mitchell,
David Crosby, Mickey Dolenz,
and others. Because he’d land-
ed a job interviewing people
on the radio and he was unim-
pressed by celebrity, it took
a while for him to realize it
wasn’t your normal, everyday
kind of neighborhood.

That ease with the limelight
served him well: one afternoon
at work, Mintz called Yoko
Ono’s record label and asked
for an interview. Label execs
said “yes” and just like that, he
spent an interesting 40 minutes
talking to the controversial wife
of a former Beatle.

The following day, she
phoned Mintz at home to thank
him — which began an odd
friendship: one call became an-

other call, which became daily
chats that sometimes lasted for
hours as he and Ono discussed
everything and nothing. Talking
with her felt easy. Eventually,
Mintz felt comfortable enough
to ask to speak to John Lennon.

Lennon, too, began calling
Mintz at home every day, also
sometimes for hours.

Through the years, Mintz was
privy to Lennon and Ono’s with-
drawal from drugs, their infer-
tility issues, anger and marital
problems. He set up appoint-
ments for them. He introduced
Lennon to other talents and act-
ed as sleuth for Ono’s hobbies.

And later, in the days after
Lennon was shot and killed in
Manhattan, Mintz catalogued
the former Beatle’s possessions

There are basically two ways
to look at “We All Shine On.” If
you're a firm, at-all-costs fan
of the Beatles or of Lennon and
Ono in particular, you'll enjoy
this insider’s look at their lives.

If you've got an ounce of
skepticism in you, however,
you'll consider it differently.

Though his stories about his
work in radio are lively and
highly entertaining, author
Elliot Mintz writes mostly here
about his rather one-sided
friendship with John Lennon
and Yoko Ono. It’s an account
that seems to include a large
amount of personal-assistant-
type tasks done gratis, that ap-

Elliot mintz

pear to have gone largely unap-
preciated by their recipients.
This ultimately makes the
tale feel uncomfortable, even
cringey at times. Add the fact
that this book is loaded with di-
rect quotes from 50-plus years
ago, which are most likely fic-
tionalized, and you have a story
that you’ll want to read with
eyes and mind both wide open.
Readers who don’t care,
who'’ll read anything Beatle-
related regardless, will enjoy
this story. If you're doubtful
at all about “We All Shine On,”
though, just let it be.

WE ALL
SHINE ON

JOHN, YOKO, & ME
ELLIOT MINTZ

COURTESY PHOTOS
“We All Shine On: John, Yoko, & Me" by Elliot Mintz, c.2024, Dutton, $32, 304 pages

SAME PAPER
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Lipan Kickapoo Fest and car Show

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
The Lipan community showed their love and support for the Lipan Volunteer Fire Department by hosting the annual Lipan Kickapoo Festival on Oct.19 at the Lipan Tabernacle. The festival included D & D's Rockin’
Rods Classic Car Show which attracted numerous entries and provided plenty of eye-catching vehicles for car enthusiasts. Activities featured a corn hole Tournament, BBQ Lunch, auction, vendors, and a gun
raffle. All proceeds from the festival went to benefit the Lipan Volunteer Fire Department.

First Baptist Gar Show & Pumpkin Fest

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

TheFirst Baptist Church on Weatherford Highway hosted its first annual Car Show Saturday, Oct. 21. The car show was free and featured four different food trucks on site. Attendees were also invited to enjoy the
Pumpkin Patch, which offered plenty of fun for kids and photo opportunities for families. The Pumpkin Patch is free to enter, and pumpkins are available for sale. The folks at FBC are busy organizing for their

upcoming Fall Fest Oct. 31. For over 25 years, they have been pleased to provide a safe place for families to“trunk or treat.” All proceeds go toward FBC's children’s and student activities, and mission trips, as well.
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Friday, 25 October - Thursday, 31 October

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (PG13)
Thurs: 6:30PM, 9:35PM

Here (PG13)
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:35PM, 7:10PM, 9:45PM

Smile 2 (R)

Fri: 2:00PM, 4:50PM, 7:40PM, 10:30PM.

Sat: 11:05AM, 2:00PM, 4:50PM, 7:40PM, 10:30PM.
Sun: 11:30AM, 1:35PM, 4:25PM, 7:15PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:50PM, 7:40PM.

Thurs: 3:35PM, 9:45PM

Terrifier 3 (R)

Fri: 2:00PM, 4:50PM, 7:40PM, 10:30PM.

Sat: 11:10AM, 2:00PM, 4:50PM, 7:40PM, 10:30PM.
Sun: 11:05AM, 1:30PM, 4:20PM, 7:10PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:05PM, 4:55PM, 7:45PM.

Thurs: 6:30PM, 9:25PM

The Wild Robot (PG)

Fri: 2:00PM, 4:30PM, 7:00PM, 9:30PM.

Sat: 11:30AM, 2:00PM, 4:30PM, 7:00PM, 9:30PM.
Sun: 11:05AM, 2:00PM, 4:30PM, 7:00PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:10PM, 4:40PM, 7:10PM.
Thurs: 2:05PM, 4:35PM, 7:05PM, 9:35PM

Venom: The Last Dance (PG13)

Fri: 2:00PM, 2:45PM, 4:40PM, 5:20PM, 7:20PM, 7:55PM,
10:00PM, 10:30PM.

Sat: 11:00AM, 12:10PM, 1:40PM, 2:45PM, 4:20PM, 5:20PM,
7:00PM, 7:55PM, 9:40PM, 10:30PM.

Sun: 11:00AM, 11:45AM, 1:40PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM, 4:55PM,
7:00PM, 7:30PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 2:40PM, 4:35PM, 5:15PM, 7:10PM,
7:50PM.

Thurs: 2:00PM, 3:45PM, 4:35PM, 7:10PM, 9:45PM

We Live in Time (R)

Fri: 2:15PM, 4:50PM, 7:25PM, 10:00PM.

Sat: 11:40AM, 2:15PM, 4:50PM, 7:25PM, 10:00PM.
Sun: 11:00AM, 2:20PM, 4:55PM, 7:30PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:10PM, 4:45PM, 7:20PM.

Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:35PM, 7:10PM
U CINERGY

CINEMAS

* Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

(682) 260-5920 | cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

Consumer Cellular

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for
AutoPay and E-billing, Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not
available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BATH
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|

TRANSFORM YOUR BATHROOM
AND YOUR LIFE IN

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

ONE DAY

CALL NOW

855.965.0841

*Some installs may take longer. Add'l terms
apply. Offer subject to change and vary by

dealer. Expires 12/29/24.

WE Bu MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Schedule Your Free Evaluation!
(844) 736-4590

e |
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817-573-7066

CALLTODAYTO
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MOON

FROM PAGE C3

also available to answer
questions about what the
LGAA offers.

MOONS OF THE

HARVEST MOON

Be sure to visit the booth
of the Granbury Arts
Alliance where you can
enter your silent bid on
an original artwork. The
“moons” are works created
on round boards by local
artists. Proceeds benefit
the Granbury Arts Alliance,
which is celebrating 10
years of fulfilling its mis-
sion to drive community
prosperity through sustain-
ing the arts and a vibrant

MASQUERADE PARTY

New to the Harvest Moon
Festival of the Arts is the
Masquerade Party Saturday,
Oct. 26 from 7-10 p.m. on
the square. The party will be
a street dance with enter-
tainment by Michael Hix,
whose musical range spans
from Bruno Mars to Bobby
Darrin. Masks and costumes
encouraged. This event is
free and open to the public.

MUSICAL CHAIRS

A new event at this year’s
Harvest Moon Festival of the
Arts is musical chairs, sure
to be fun and a cause for
laugher among participants
and spectators. The event
includes live music, cash

Location is the music stage,
2 p.m. on Sunday.

WINE STROLL

Hosted by the Granbury
Wine Society, the tastings
will be Saturday 11 a.m. to
7 p-m. and Sunday noon
to 4 p.m. Guests will have
the opportunity to stroll
through the exhibits while
enjoying a 2-ounce tasting
wine pour from the wineries
present. Favored wines can
be purchased by the glass
or by the bottle. Wineries
for this year’s event are
Barons Creek, Casual Friday,
D/Vine, OG Cellars, Stone
Trough and Whiskey Road.
Tickets for the event are $35
and can be purchased at the
Wine Society Booth. Guests
can check-in at the ticket/

Street one hour prior to tast-
ing hours. Online presale
tickets are available at tick-
etleap.events/tickets/have-
none/harvest-moon-festi-
val-of-the-arts-wine-stroll.

LAST SATURDAY

GALLERY NIGHT

Harvest Moon Festival
of the Arts coincides with
Granbury’s Last Saturday
Gallery Night, a month-
ly event that takes place
the last Saturday of every
month. Galleries host vari-
ous art events that can in-
clude exhibits, demonstra-
tions and chances to visit
with the featured artists. St.
Helen’s, D’Vine Wine, Your
Private Collection, Baron’s
Creek Tasting Rooms,

cultural lifestyle. ; ; ! _ Shanley House and Studio E.
prizes and, of course, art. information tent on Bridge  Artistry are participating.
SUNDAYS Trail every Wednesday and FIRST MONDAYS Tuesday each month (except
THE GRANBURY Disc Golf Saturday from 8a.m.-2:30 HOOD COUNTY Amateur November and December)

Club has mini tournaments
every Sunday at 2 p.m.at 600
W. Moore St., welcoming all
levels of disc golfers. Show
up at least 15 minutes early
to pay the $12 entry fee and
warm up.

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
exercise classes: 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance);
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance);
11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 5 p.m.
yoga. Locationis at 1321 Wa-
ters Edge Drive, Suite 1001.
Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club
will hold an ACBL-sanctioned
duplicate bridge game at
noon each week at the Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway, Granbury,
76049. Entry $8/person. All
are welcome; come with a
partner and compete for
ACBL masterpoints. Informa-
tion and reservations: 225-
933-4074.

SONS OF the American Le-
gion Post 491 of Granbury
Burger Night, 5-7 p.m. at
American Legion Post, 3409
Davis Road. Funds raised
are used to support veteran
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Cho-
rus — rehearsals, Mondays
7-9 p.m. at Acton Methodist
Church, 3433 Fall Creek High-
way. Concerts in May and De-
cember. See www.granbury-
civicchorus.org for schedule
and activities. Questions:
granburycivicchorus2001@
gmail.com.

FORWARD TRAINING
Center “Cisco” classes from
6-8:30 p.m. To sign up, email
info@forwardtrainingcenter.
org.or call 817-573-6677.

TUESDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
classes: 8:30 a.m. Weight
Watchers (join at weight-
watchers.com); 9 a.m.yoga
(private class, reservation
only); 10:30 a.m. yoga (pri-
vate class, reservation only);
1:30 p.m. line dancing; 5:15
p.m. Weight Watchers (join at
weightwatchers.com); 6 p.m.
Granbury clogger nights
(watch orjoin). 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing. De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly
Social Hour Net. All licensed
amateur radio operators wel-
come. 7 p.m., on the 147.240
MHz Repeater, +600 offset,
PL162.2.

WEDNESDAYS

HABITAT FOR Humanity
Hood County building on
the 4000 block of Sundown

p.m. No experience or tools
needed. Join them anytime.

HAND AND Foot card game
day. 10a.m.; Dominoes (Mex-
ican Train) 11 a.m. Healthy
Connections, 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
classes: 9 a.m. exercise class;
10 a.m. Mahjong; 10 a.m.
cards; 11 a.m.dominoes.

1321 Waters Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

THURSDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS:
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise; 11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates;
5 p.m.yoga (private class,
reservation only). 1321 Wa-
ters Edge Drive, Suite 1001.
Details: 817-579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 6-9 p.m.at
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S.
Chess Affiliate, all ages and
skill levels, children 10 and
under must be accompanied
by adult. Youth membership
not required. Details: Hood-
CountyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9p.m.
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl
Street. Prizes and fun. Use
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf
Club has mini tournaments
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
at 600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers.
Show up at least 15 minutes
early to pay the $12 entry fee
and warm up.

MELODY BELLS singers of
Granbury, women's choral
group, seeks new mem-
bers who love to sing 3-part
harmony, especially first or
second soprano. Also seek-
ing experienced piano ac-
companist. Weekly Thurs-
day rehearsals for Christmas
concert season start Aug.
29, from 10 a.m. to noon at
First Presbyterian Church
Memorial Hall (the Annex),
301 W. Bridge St. Concerts
performed during first two
weeks of December. For
more information, please call
817-999-1364.

FRIDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
9a.m. exercise. 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

SATURDAYS

HABITAT FOR Humanity
Hood County buildingon
the 4000 block of Sundown
Trail every Wednesday and
Saturday from 8 a.m.-2:30
p.m. No experience or tools
needed. Join them anytime.

HOOD COUNTY Hummers
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meets
every Saturday at Hilton Gar-
denInn, 635 E. Pearl St., for 5K
or 10K walk for fun, fellow-
ship and fitness. Details: 972-
567-3278.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS:
10:30 a.m.yoga. 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

Radio Club meets on the
first Monday each month at
7 p.m.at the Hood County
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter,401 Deputy Larry Miller
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands
Ministry. The ministry needs
people to crochet, knit, or
use a knitting loom to make
gifts to comfort theill, be-
reaved, infants, etc. 1-3 p.m.
Acton Baptist Church fel-
lowship hall, 3500 Fall Creek
Highway. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND MONDAYS

MEETING OF the Lake Gran-
bury Art Association at 224
N. Travis St. at 6 p.m. Meet-
ing includes business and
amonthly demonstration
from local and visiting artists.
For questions, call 361-510-
6820 or email simanekl@
charter.net.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS
Guild meets the third Mon-
day each month at United
Coop Electric, 320 Fall Creek
Highway, 6 p.m. Details: 817-
296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands
Ministry. The ministry needs
people to crochet, knit, or
use a knitting loom to make
gifts to comfort theiill, be-
reaved, infants, etc. 1-3 p.m.
Acton Baptist Church fel-
lowship hall, 3500 Fall Creek
Highway. Details: 817-326-
4693.

WAMS (WESTERN Area
Modeling Society) radio
control club meets at 6:30
p.m.at Spring Creek BBQ,
317 W. U.S. Highway 377.R/C
aircraft, cars, boats, gliders,
helicopters, etc. Details: 817-
475-2194

FIRST TUESDAYS

GRANBURY DOLL Club
meeting, 2 p.m.Hood Coun-
ty Library, 222 N. Travis St.,
Granbury. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome.

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING
Guild meets to knit, learn,
and share knitting tips each
month at First Presbyterian
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge
St. Coffee at 9:30a.m.and
meeting from 10-11:30a.m.

THIRD TUESDAYS

THE PECAN Plantation Ge-
nealogy Group meets at the
EMS Training Room, 9518
Monticello Drive behind the
fire station. Everyone is wel-
come.Youdo not need to
be aresident to attend. Tell
gate security you are attend-
ing the genealogy meeting
in the EMS Training Room.
Questions? Email kcall3219@
gmail.com.

FOURTHTUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the fourth

at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E.
Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace
at 817-279-2995 for addition-
al details.

MONTHLY MEETING of
the Granbury branch of the
Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the
Bentwater Activities Center,
1800 Emerald Bend Court at
7 p.m. Questions? 817-910-
8174.

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette
Club meets thefirst Thursday
each month for fellowship,
planning events and other
business. Dinner, if desired,
at6 p.m., meeting from 7-8
p.m. at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 E. U.S. Highway
377.Details: bskaggs8@aol.
com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT
meets the second Thursday
of every month at 6 p.m. at
the Emergency Operations
Centerlocated at 401 Deputy
Larry Miller Drive. HoodCo-
Cert@gmail.com.

THE GRANBURY EWMA,
Chapter P motorcycle group
meets at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 W. U.S. Highway
377.Dinner and fellowship is
at6 p.m., aninformal meet-
ingisat 7 p.m.Group of plea-
sure riders who love to ride
in Texas and beyond. Many
Goldwing riders, also 2-and
3-wheelers, any and all riders
are welcome.

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Somervell A&M
Club meets the third Thurs-
day (except June, July and
August) at Spring Creek
BBQlocated at 317 W. U.S.
Highway 377 Granbury at6
p.m., dining/social, 6:30 p.m.
meeting. Other activities,
fundraisers and meeting
changes can be found at hs-
caggies.org.

THE HOOD County Demo-
cratic Club meets each
month at 1410 Pearl St., An-
nex #1 at 7 p.m. Questions?
Call 817-233-5453.

THIRD FRIDAYS

LEGACY CHRISTIAN Acad-
emy of Granbury sponsors
skating dates year round at
Granbury Skating Rink from
10a.m. to noon. All Christian
music. $8 cash at the door.
No outside food or drink.

LAST THURSDAYS

MARINE CORPS League
Detachment 1297 meeting
atthe American Legion Hall,
3409 Davis Road, Granbury.
Chow is at 6 p.m., meeting at
7 p.m.

SECOND SATURDAYS

SECOND SATURDAY
Showoff at Fuzzy's Taco
Shop, 115 W. Pearl St. Car
show, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion -including street address.
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Michelle Berry, CFP®

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
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WEALTH SERVICES GROUP

www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

817-573-9595
RAYMOND JAMES"®

METM. BI!II.IIINE-

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W HWY 377, TOLAR, TX 76476

GRANBURY Follow us
817) 776-5877
/'\ (
NISSAN
4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
INNOVATION THAT EXCITES www.granburynissan.com

Tenders spegig

With this 5
L Nt l_;

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches
Call Us For Church Catering Needs
2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

@ Christian Brothers Automotive-

People-First Automotive Care
Fixing cars, driving joy.
Granbury ¢ cbac.com/granbury ¢ 817-910-4247

Special thanks to
G G John and PJ Gibbs
Electric, Ine. BRI
L] LI GG@ggelectricservice.com
Residential » Commercial * Industrial L V\ée;t:;;frc;rd A5
Locally owned and operated since 1986 TECL#17531
w Serving
g E—A e Hood County
S L EWVWV IRE Since 1975
i AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
g

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 . 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM

SERVING HOOD AND
SURROUNDING COUNTIES
FOR 20 YEARS

+ Wall & Floor Tile
» Wood Look Tile
+ Wood Flooring
* Luxury Vinyl Plank
+ Carpet

GRANBURY;
FLOORING

+cCOMPANY:-

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive * Granbury, TX 76049

Your Comfort Experts

‘Hobsonj

Serving North Texas Since 1962

Granbury: 817-573-2463 « www. hobsonac.com
Its Time to Tune-Up Your Heating System

TAC LADG 03860

WILEY FUNERAL HOME

“Home owned and operated”

Granbury ¢ 817-573-3000

odcounty

CAR]NG lT S WHAT 208 2019, 2020, 2021

WE DO BEST! ®
e 174 BED FACILITY
e PRIVATE REHAB SUITES
e 22 BED SECURE HALL
e SKILLED NURSING
REHABILITATION SERVICES
¢ LONG TERM CARE
TO SCHEDULE A TOUR, CALL

(817) 573-3726 =

r—_—_—_—_—1

| YOURAD |

1 COULD BE HERE!
| 817-573-7066 |

CALLTODAYTO |
ADVERTISE ON THE

HOOD COUNTY
NEWS CHURCH PAGE

_—_—_J

CHURCH DIRECTORY

www.hcnews.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches.

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made

complete in us.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

GRANEURY » WEATHERFORD » CLEEURNE » STEFHENVILLE = GLEN ROSE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT CARE WHEREVER YOU CALL HOME FOR 15 YEARS

Ind:-rim =

HEALTHUAREs  FEAR NEDICAR RATING
3 i TER OEFIENCIES
HOME CARE AND HOSPICE [BME HEALTS CARE AND EOSFICE CARE

FUYSICAL, DOCUPATIORAL. SFEECH THERAPT
ENCELLENT CARE. EVESY FATIENT. EVERY DX

1104 FLLUNT AR SUTTE Hid + GRANIIEE. T 1604
WO HEATFE: 317571
HIWAICE NIT-ATT- 00

1 John 4:12
ANGLICAN Vineyard Baptist Tolar United Methodist
Cootpregin  FUPSISC Bzt
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., s s
817-326-2035 Waples Baptist Waples United Methodist
1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 4323 Waples Rd.
w 817-579-0509 817-573-9076
ing P!
%%BSU\}QHV:;G.%N Western Hills Baptist MORMON
817-573-1581 507 Western Hills Trail The Church Of Jesus Christ Of
817-573-7588 Latter-Day Saints
Elm Grove Assembly Of God BIBLE 1226 R Y L
3630 Hill City Hwy, Tolar ~ 22== 0ss Lane
254-835-4755 Grace Bible 817-573-6825
Faith Assembly Of God égl igﬂ'gtgr 4Rd' NAZARENE
300 Granbury Court Sl Granbury Church Of The
817-326-2270 Granbury Chapel Bible Nazarene
Church 921 Lipan Dr.
BAPTIST ) 5150 N. Gate Rd. 817-573-4041
Acton Baptist 817-736:-9647 PENTECOSTAL
3500 Fall Creek Hwy. CATHOLIC
817-326-4693 EEm— Hood Pentecostal
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 3100 Beechwood St.,

Allison Baptist
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist
4804 E. Hwy. 377
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy.
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist
1840 Acton Hwy.
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist
5041 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City
Hwy. 56
254-965-3840

First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-613-2322

First Baptist
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan
254-646-2484

First Baptist Thorp Springs
2815 Lipan Hwy.
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist
201 West Gibbs Blvd.,
Glen Rose
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist
1200 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-4943

Granbury First Baptist
1851 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-7137

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca
Viva

315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist
500 W. Bluebonnet
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist
1625 Mambrino Hwy.
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist
4501 Peppertree Rd.
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist
1844 Acton Hwy.
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist
7178 Fall Creek Hwy.
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist
1571 North Fm 200,
Rainbow
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist
910 Paluxy Rd.
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist
820 Paluxy Rd.
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist
400 Tolar Hwy.
254-835-4375

2301 Acton Hwy.
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian
3314 . Clifton
817-573-0107

First Christian
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino
Nuevo

4900 Sonterra Ct.
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Circle
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian
608 Shady Grove Dr.
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of
Christ

310 W. Pearl St.
817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ
1905 W. Pearl
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ
112N Caddo St Lipan
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of
Christ

4219 0ld Granbury Rd.
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of
Christ

3006 Thorp St.
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God
1106 Weatherford Hwy.
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal
4530 Acton Hwy.
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH'S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah's
Witnesses

3734 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca
2301 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2201

Our Savior Lutheran
1400 N. Meadows Dr.
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton Methodist
3433 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4242

Cresson United Methodist
110 South Crook St.,
Cresson

469-730-6496

Granbury First United
Methodist

301 Loop 567,
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global
Methodist Church
3410 Glen Rose Hwy
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United
Methodist

5601 Temple Hall Hwy.,
682-317-9385

817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury
4800 Glen Rose Hwy
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian
303 W. Bridge St.
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day
Adventist

2016 Acton Hwy.
817-326-3573

OTHER

Anchor Fellowship
1300 James Rd.
682-990-8551

Bear Creek Community
18553 South Hwy. 377,
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries
1950 Acton Hwy.
817-579-0968

Calvary Family
3306 Oak Trail Dr.
314-606-1211

Center Point
4332 E. Hwy. 377,
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society
528 N. Crockett
817-573-0457

Crossroads
200 S. Crook St., Cresson
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood
County

2401 Cedar Crest Dr,,
817-579-9332

Generations Church
5718 E. Hwy. 377,
817-326-5378

Hope Community
3206 W. Hwy. 377
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy
205 West Lipan Dr,, Lipan
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries
3755 Acton Hwy.
817-910-8777

Pure Praise
2901 Glen Rose Hwy.
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel
6101 Rock Church Hwy
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission
Of Granbury

5031 Bandy Rd.
817-573-2669

Stonewater
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-579-9175

The Bridge
1107 Weatherford Hwy
254-522-5330

The Heights
1921 Acton Hwy
817-558-2121

The Sanctuary
4400 Daugherty Ct.
817-326-2709

Triple Cross Cowboy
3470 Lipan Hwy
817-279-2470

K.A www.vgkia.com

817-573-0400
VAN GRIFFITH KIA

AUTO « HOME « LIFE HEALTH « COMMERCIAL
\

JOHNNY T.
HARRIS

INSURANCE

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650
Granbury, TX 76049

Granbury Family MedClinic

7 PA.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

cHFction ‘Besty
COMPUTERS INews 2021

12 Year Winnar

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com

Computer Repair | Upgrades
Networks | IT Services

Locally Owned

100 S. Morgan
& Operated

Granbury
817-573-1154

MARTINS

Funeral Home

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd.

Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt 0’Grady, D.D.S.

Pai Bridgewater

memory care
EMBRACE

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720
www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

SANTO PROPANE

P 1-800-448-7803

Propane Sales System Installations ¢ Tank Leases & Sales

WOODS

T UFURNITURE

736 Hwy. 377 E.  Granbury  817-573-2604

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

Town Square
Tltle

WAXAHACHIE MIDLOTHIAN « RED OAK
* BURLESON * GRANBURY * WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 * TowNSQUARETITLE.COM

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com

@

Eclectic Home & Office Outfitter

This directory is made possible
by these businesses
who encourage all of us to attend
worship services.

IROOFING

& CONSTRUCTION

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

817-579-7800
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Halloween soirée, pumpkin carving

and trunk or treat at PAC today

BY DIANE LONG

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas
transplant for 30 years, Diane Long is a
wife, mother, and former English teacher
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for
17 years cumulatively. She spends her time
both gathering neighborhood news and

collecting new books to read. dianedlong@
yahoo.com | 817-579-9360

With Halloween coming
later this month, “Trunk or
Treat” is happening today,
Saturday, Oct. 26, in the
PAC parking lot from 2 to
4 p.m. Volunteers will be
on hand to make the day
happen and provide candy
for the plethora of trick or
treaters who will attend.

In addition to Trunk or
Treat, a Halloween party
will happen inside the PAC,
and the event will include
a cupcake walk, games,
crafts, balloon animals and
a pumpkin carving contest.
Contenders will compete
in two age groups (13 and
over and 12 and under) with
prizes awarded for the top
three places in each cat-
egory. Pumpkins should
be delivered to the PAC be-
tween 8 a.m. and noon on
event day to be eligible for
judging. Winners will be an-
nounced at the Halloween
party.

WELCOME HOME

Pecan’s next new member
class comes Saturday, Nov.
2 at 10 a.m. in the Terrace
Room of the clubhouse. The
event is open to new neigh-
bors as well as long-timers

who would like a refresher
on the amenities of our
community. Contact Sarah
Lord for areservation: 817-
573-2641 extension 335.

VETERANS DAY

A very special observance
happens in Pecan Plantation
in honor of Veterans Day,
and the event for 2024 will
arrive Wednesday, Nov. 6.
Folks planning to attend
should call the clubhouse to
reserve a spot as attendance
is limited, and seats will fill
quickly: 817-573-2641.

GIVE LIFE

The American Red
Cross will be in the PAC
gym Wednesday, Nov. 6
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a
blood drive. Donors may
make an appointment at
RedCrossBlood.org and

enter Pecanplantation; walk-

ins are also welcome.

TEACHER MEETING

The Pecan Educators
Network (PEN) will hold
its second meeting
Wednesday, Nov. 6 at 5:30
p.m. at the Pecan clubhouse.
Refreshments will be pro-
vided. The group held its

first gathering earlier this
month where it discussed
organizational goals, shared
stories, and enjoyed fel-
lowship with other educa-
tors. PEN is a new, nonpo-
litical organization open to
any Pecan residents who

are currently working or
have worked in education,
including the positions of
teachers, paraprofession-
als and administration.

For more information on
the group or its upcoming
event, contact Teela Watson:
817-393-3070.

ELECTION TIME

Pecan’s Volunteer Fire
Department/Emergency
Medical Service is seeking
volunteers to assist with
its upcoming election pro-
cess. The group needs ap-
proximately 30 volunteers
Thursday, Nov. 7 from 3 to
5 p.m. followed by assis-
tance Friday, Nov. 8 begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and running
until all ballots are count-
ed. Sign up has begun and
will end at 5 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 1 in the EMS office.
Volunteers should be adult
residents of Pecan and may
contact Dan Brunner for
more information: dybrun-
ner@gmail.com.

EVENING EVENT

Pecan Plantation’s Widows
and Widowers Club’s next
meeting is on the calen-
dar for Thursday, Nov. 7
beginning at 5:30 p.m. with
a “thankful month” theme

Use this link to read a full overview of the Hood
County Hospital District, its purpose and statutory
obligations, and reasons why a $0.02 property tax
provision is on the Nov. 5 general election ballot.

https://hoodcounty.texas.gov/hchd

Hood County Hospital District Proposes
to Reinstate $0.02 Property Tax Rate.

Voters Must Approve the Tax Rate Before Its Implementation.

Texas law requires local governments to take financial responsibility
for ensuring persons living in their jurisdictions and who do not have
health insurance or qualify for other healthcare assistance programs
receive medical services. (The District does NOT fund or operate Lake
Granbury Medical Center.)

26.7 percent of the county’s residents are 65 and older. According
to the U.S. Census Bureau, 10.4% of its residents are living in poverty,

and 15.4% are medically indigent. Moreover, 72 percent of all emergency
calls are made by persons aged 60 plus.

What is the Hospital District’s budget?
The District Board of Directors has approved a budget for Fiscal Year

Oct. 1-Sept. 30, 2025, totaling $2,861,330. Included is approximately $2
million in supplemental funding for Hood County’s two EMS providers.

Who provides Emergency Medical Services?

Texas EMS is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization providing 911
emergency medical services county-wide. Operations include 31
full-time staff and eight licensed ambulances, four of which operate
24-hour shifts staffed by two personnel with one on-duty supervisor.
Plans are to operate out of two stations and add two new ones. The
Pecan Plantation VFD and EMS, Inc. serves this community.

What happens to EMS if voters do not approve the tax rate?

The following will likely occur; a reduction in ambulance service and
staffing; no new stations, and no equipment and vehicle replacement.

The Hood County Hospital District could be dissolved.
However, Hood County Commissioners Court would be

responsible for paying for healthcare (including EMS)
for the medically indigent living in Hood County.

HCNEWS.COM

for the gathering. Folks will
meet in the Pecan ballroom
to share their many bless-
ings as well as bring gifts
for BeeHive Assisted Living
and provide assistance to
Joseph’s Locker, both lo-
cated in Granbury. Some
folks have cards designat-
ing which group to support,
but if not, attendees may
choose one for a contribu-
tion. Joseph’s Locker presi-
dent Cindy Tow will be at
the meeting to discuss how
the organization supports
residents of our commu-
nity. To further promote
the theme of thankfulness,
Donna Thompson will pres-
ent “Choose Gratitude” to
the attendees.

Items helpful for BeeHive
include toiletries (for men
and women), magazines,
games and playing cards.
Joseph’s Locker will also ap-
preciate receiving the same
items in addition to canned
and boxed food items and
paper products. Donations
should be bagged and ready
to add to the receptacle in
the ballroom.

Reservations for the
Nov. meeting are due by
Wednesday, Oct. 30 to Caryl
Mahaffey (caryl. mahaffey@
charter.net). Attendance is
open to any widow or wid-
ower who lives in Pecan, and
securing a seat is necessary.

GOLF GAME

Pecan’s MGA will hold its
annual breakfast and meet-
ing Saturday, Nov. 9 at 7:30

'S

Private

Boat & Dock Services

a.m. in the clubhouse ball-
room. All MGA members are
invited to attend as voting
on future officers and mak-
ing golf-related decisions
are on the agenda for the
day. Following the meet-
ing, the MGA will host its
monthly Saturday tourna-
ment at 9 a.m., and the com-
petition’s format is a two-
man scramble/shamble,
choose your own partner.
Pecaners received an email
with a sign-up link, and reg-
istration may also be com-
pleted in the golf pro shop.

TOURNAMENT TIME

A veteran-exclusive nine-
hole golf tournament is
coming to Pecan’s course
Tuesday, Nov. 12 in honor
of our neighbors who have
served in our country’s mili-
tary. The tournament is a
four-person scramble with
an entry fee of $10. Folks
may assemble their own
teams or be placed on one
by the golf pro shop and
scoring and a social gather-
ing will happen in the pa-
vilion following the tourna-
ment. Pecaners are invited
to attend and cheer on our
veterans playing in the
tournament.

CLUB FITTING

A Titleist club fitting
event is coming to the Pecan
driving range Wednesday,
Nov. 13 from 11 a.m. to 5:30
p-m. Attendees must have
an appointment. Residents
received email with both

£y
----

LAKESTON E*
—
TERRACE

INDEPENDENT LIVING

Everything You Want
in Senior Living

Embrace the worry-free lifestyle you
deserve and the peace of mind of having
all of your needs met.

0 P

Cinema Game
Room Room

M

Faith

alink and a QR code for
securing a spot during the
day.

HELPING HAND

The PAC is participating
in Mission Granbury’s an-
nual food drive, “Pantries
of Plenty.” A collection
bin will remain by the
front entrance through
mid-November.

FLU SHOTS

Pecan residents may
receive their flu shots at
the Charlie Lee Memorial
Building on the emergency
services compound from
our EMS staff from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Cost per vaccine is
$25.

PROGRESS UPDATE

Road resurfacing work on
Wedgefield Road is continu-
ing, and culvert pipes are
being replaced on Airpark
Drive with the milling to fol-
low in preparation for the
road’s new surface. In ad-
dition, new railings for the
clubhouse front steps are
a lovely addition, and since
this is the final stage of the
project, the front doors to
the clubhouse should re-
open (barring any setbacks)
next week.

SYMPATHY

Our deepest sympathy
goes to the family of Patricia
Garner, who passed away
Oct. 16.

i

Schedule your tour today and
experience true community with us!

Lakestone Terrace Senior Living
817.873.1970 | LakestoneTerrace.com
916 E nghway 377, Granbury, TX 76048

24000 4

SAME PAPER

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
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PAINTING PUMPKINS

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
The Hood County Library hosted a Pumpkin Painting Contest on Oct. 19 and Oct. 20. Families teamed up to plan, design, and paint pumpkins. Participants left their painted pumpkins at the library for judging by
volunteers from Friends of the Library. Prizes were awarded for Best Overall, Spookiest, Silliest, and Most Creative pumpkins.
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PJ’Ss LAWN CARE
Doug’s & EANPSCAP[I\{G
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specials and information W p1zza
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Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds

CARPET | TILE | WOOD | VINYL PLANK | LAMINATE Computer Design « Seasonal Planting « Mowing ¢
Located in the Home Source Showroom Center Yard Maintenance ¢ Tree Trimming « Stump Removal

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury 817-714-4270 | www.pjslawn.com &®im

ORITZ LAWN CARE [l

SERVICE | |
- Mowing
-Tree Trimming
- Tree removal

- Edging

AVI/A A@

GRANBURY

Register __
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682.600-5734 it

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE %

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

Exceptional Senior Living

817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com

Hearing % Brain
Centers of America
Clear o R rs of Ameri

Choi ! : . Granbury and Hood County's * Trimming « Sick Tree Treatment
O|.ce Ik : Highest Rated Hearing and Tinnitus Office « Removals « Tree Repair Cabling

Lt : * 24 Hour Storm Response  Stump Grinding
Hea rlng = Py g8 F * No Tree Too Small or Large « Lot Clearing
Center < hed e, 2 g 8 ) = = * Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property
SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

e v o | GARTER LANDSCAPE
1 the party to you!

!
BLACK DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

Dr. Bhaloo

‘Preventing Decline’ Call
(817) 242-8974 or visit: Dr. Sarah Chapman, Au.D.  Ashley Rodriguez

682-936.408 1 PreventingDeclineBook.com Doctor of Audiology  Patient Experience Coordinator

* One-on-one conultations

COULD BE HERE R L)
4% A1 esaelie bar - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
- ¢ Champagne Wall
81 7- 573-7066 i . *Hot cocoa and mocktail packages * IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE

» Customized packages to meet your needs o RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN

We are committed to making your o 682-936-4028
event a unique luxury bar experience =] iy,
wcoeininca-d il GARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM

CALLTODAY TO
ADVERTISE IN THE
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Perfect for any event

Brittany Bowers Heidi Gebhardt Madison Lazaro
817-573-7066 ext. 232 / brittany.bowers@hcnews.com 817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidi@nhcnews.com 817-573-7066 ext. 236 / madison@hcnews.com

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES

3 Months: $55/week | 6 Months: $50/week | 712 Months: $45/week
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#1 MEXICAN
#1 SALSA

Muchas Gracias
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MiNews* 2024

15-YEAR WINNER

We love
Hood County
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Automotive & Boat Services....ooceeeccieiiciiiiiiiennnnn B
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: RETAIL
ADVERTISING

o P.0. Box 879
Hood COllnty News 1501 South Morgan St.,

ranbury, Texas 7604
A Hyde Media Group, LLC Company Granbu Y, Texas 76048

Publisher Marketing Consultant ~ Marketing Consultant
SAM HOUSTON HEIDI GEBHARDT MADISON LAZARO
sam@hcnews.com heidi@hcnews.com madison@hcnews.com
Marketing Consultant
BRITTANY BOWERS
Staff Writer Staff Writer Staff Writer brittany.bowers@hcnews.com
LAUREN DAVIS EDEN GILBREATH ASHLEY TERRY
lauren@hcnews.com eden@hcnews.com ashley@hcnews.com Classifieds
NANCY PRICER
Designer Designer/Photographer Designer classads@hcnews.com
HILARY McALLISTER LAYTHTAYLOR JEREMIAH FLORES
hilary@hcnews.com layth@hcnews.com Jjeremiah@hcnews.com For more information:

(817) 573-7066 or (817) 279-9718

OUR MISSION: The Hood County News shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that educates,
enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Thank you Hood Co

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is the publisher of the
Hood County News. He is also an actor,
author, playwright, performer and
entertainment producer/promoter.

GRANBURY

SPINE & SPORT
Darcy Romine, DC | Courtney George, DC
817-579-6400

™

H(News * 2024

2-YEAR WINNER

THE

Thank you for voting us
Best of Hood County!

Darcy Romine, D.C

1101 Waters Edge Dr.
Suite 100
Granbury, TX 76048

(817) 579-6400

GranburySpineandSport.com

4 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024

ur Best of Hood County 2024 sec-

tion marks the official notification

to the world of the winners of our

Best of Hood County contest. This

is the 15th year of the competition, and I
believe the excitement of this year’s event
was even greater than it has been in the
past. There is little reason to wonder why!
With over 2,300 business entries in 139
categories, and a total of 76,106 votes cast,
Best Of is a community event which peo-
ple look forward to every year. Earning the
right to display the Best of Hood County

logo at a place of business allows the entity

to serve notice to the world that they stand
out and are a step above the competition.
I have been present when business own-

:“nmg,mwm Naturopathic
%% Health Services

817-736-3004

www.kulisz.com
1009 W. Paluxy Rd.
Granbury, TX

Thank Youl

for voting us

Wellness Clinic

Contact us
to schedule
a consultant

YOUR HEALTH

ers learn they have won the Best of Hood
County and have seen tears come to their
eyes or their voices raised in triumphant
jubilation over their accomplishment.
Smart business owners know and appre-
ciate the value of the designation and are
proud and sometimes overwhelmed to be
recognized.

What makes Best Of so popular is the
contest is a positive for both businesses
and consumers. It allows the average citi-
zen, the man or woman who spends their
hard-earned money on a variety of differ-
ent goods and services, to express their
heartfelt belief about which company best
meets their needs. They cast a vote because
a company provides great value, terrific

7 yew!
FOR VOTING US ONE OF THE
BEST OF 2024 IN HOOD COUNTY

i

News > 2024

RUMNER-UP

cmcakery.com

[(News > 2024

I

customer service, and how they relate to
their customers.

For a business, they know that when a
consumer is looking to buy, they will shop
with confidence when they shop at a lo-
cation which is a Best Of award winner.
Buyers know they are shopping with a time
tested, proven commodity, and they can
feel comfortable in their transaction. When
new people move to town, Best Of winners
are a good road map of places to shop first.

Thank you to all the entries and to the
thousands of voters who participated.
Congratulations to all!

Sam Houston
Publisher, Hood County News

CAMPING CENTER AND RV RANCH

817-279-7500

WWW.BENNETTSRV.COM

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
BUY | RENT | PARTS | SERVICE
STAY AT THE RV RANCH

2708 E. HIGHWAY 377
GRANBURY, TX 76049



AUTOMOTIVE

WINNERS

Auto Paint & Body | Wranglers “Art in Motion”
Auto Body | Winner

Auto Paint & Body | Bolton Custom Auto Body | Runner-up
Auto Repair Shop | Christian Brothers

Automotive | Winner

Auto Repair Shop | Ron Cullers Automotive | Runner-up
Boat Rental | Stumpy’s Lake Granbury Marina | Winner

Boat Rental | Sam’s Dock Boat Rentals &
Party Barges | Runner-up

Boat Repair | Carey & Sons Marine | Winner
Boat Repair | Tim’s Marine | Runner-up

Car Wash | Brightworks Car Wash | Winner
Car Wash | Al Christian Car Detailing

| Runner-up

AND BOAT SERVICES

H(News x 2024

WINNER

Thank you Hood County for voting:

e Best Hair Salon 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024
e Best Day Spa 2023, 2024
e Runner-up Best Day Spa 2022

We are grateful for your loyalty
and continued support.
We wouldn’t be who we are without
YOU!

2609 E Highway 377| Granbury | 682-498-3009

salon & daymaker

SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

e P
POOIL~TEX, INC.

Fixing All Of Your Inground Pool Needs
One Drop At A Time

817-573-2311
WWW.POOL-TEX.NET

- éestof --

Hoodcourlty

" Best.

HoodCounty

H0News 2019

N | ﬁestof

HoodCounty

ﬂl]News*zoez

HoodCount

llIJNews L. -

From all of us at Pool-Tex, Inc.
Thank you Hood County for voting
us Best Pool Maintenance Company
for the 6th year in a row. We would

like to thank each one of you for
your loyalty and continued support.

We are BLESSED to have you all.

Numbers 6:24-26
3 John 1:2

FIXING ALL YOUR INGROUND POOL
NEEDS ONE DROP AT A TIME!
Fully insured and state licensed

817-573-2311
WWW.POOL-TEX.NET
FACEBOOK.COM/POOLTEXGRANBURY

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 5
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AUTOMOTIVE

AND BOAT SERVICES
New Vehicle Dealer | Jerry Durant Chevrolet
Buick GMC | Winner
New Vehicle Dealer | Granbury Kia | Runner-up

Oil Change | Valvoline Express Care | Winner
Qil Change | Christian Brothers Automotive Granbury | Run-

[ hanks for Valf/}y u8
Best af Hood 50«/(6? ¢ years i a row/

Eﬁ&tw esty Yest. ¢ st
H(News > 2024

4-YEAR WINNER

ner-up
Transportation Services | GET Granbury | Winner
Transportation Services | The Transit System | Runner-up

Used Vehicle Dealer | Jerry Durant Chevrolet
Buick GMC | Winner

Used Vehicle Dealer | Granbury Kia | Runner-up

THANK YOU FOR F

817-894-1489

h2hinspectionsmore.com

OR THE SAME

EPIC"UE AGENT, NEW EPI.'UE BROKERAGE!

HAYDEN HALL, REALTOR®
817-964-9952 | EPIQUE REALTY

HAYDENHALLREALTOR@OUTLOOK.COM
HAYDENHALL.ORG

6 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024




(682) 279-8020

est
B,

WINNER

75\ MANETAINED
)

Thank you
Hood County
for voting us

#1 Barbershop!

SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

BUSINESS
SERVICES

WINNERS

Assisted Living | Aviva Granbury | Winner

Assisted Living | Waterview The Cove Assisted Living &
Memory Care | Runner-up

Bank | First National Bank | Winner

Bank | First Financial Bank | Runner-up

Barber Shop | ManeTained - Salon for Men | Winner
Barber Shop | K'Kutz Beauty and Barbershop | Runner-up
Cell Phone Retail & Repair | iDoctor Phone &
Tablet Repair | Winner

Cell Phone Retail & Repair | Dino’s Cell

Phone Repair | Runner-up

Computer Repair | Action Computers | Winne
Computer Repair | iDoctor

Phone & Tablet Repair | Runner-up

PERSONAL CARE |

HoodCount s rlo.;r‘e d ﬁgﬂt‘)&
HiNews 222225 nstead. \ w2024
WINNER Jo us, ils personal WINNER

Call (682) 205-3366 or visit Homelnstead.com/786

MEALS & NUTRITION

We are deeply grateful for being awarded
“Winner of Best of Hood County 2024".
This honor reflects the dedication of our

remarkable staff, Care Pros and the commitment
we bring to every client and family we serve.

At Home Instead, care is more than
a service - it's personal.

| MEMORY CARE | HOSPICE SUPPORT

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company. © 2023 Home Instead, Inc.

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 7
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INNERSI::E
SERVICES

Day Care | Little Rattlers | Winner

Day Care | Lil Pirates Preschool | Runner-up

Day Spa | 9 Salon & Daymaker | Winner

Day Spa | Blushes Salon & Spa | Runner-up

Driving Schools | Maverick Driving Academy | Winner
Driving Schools | DriveXotic | Runner-up

Dry Cleaners | Dry Clean Super Center

of Granbury | Winner

Dry Cleaners | Heritage Dry Cleaning & Laundry | Runner-up
Fitness Center | Fit Body Bootcamp | Winner

Fitness Center | YMCA | Runner-up

Best Lodging 2024

Comfort

N(News > 2024

WINNER

= il
Travel
Choice Awa i-:

8 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024

www.CFXPHOTO.com

817-223-6950

hello@cfxphoto.com

s

CFX PHOTO  {1®%
o] T

Carrie Reneau Spivey, CPP; M. Photog.

A better us.
For the best you.

903 Harbor Lakes Dr. | Granbury, TX
' Book now @ choicehotels.com/TXbl14
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INNERSI::
SERVICES

FOR VOTING! Hair Salon | 9 Salon & Daymaker | Winner

THANK
YOU

Hair Salon | Shear Beauty | Runner-up

Home Health Care - Medical | Concho

Hearts Hospice | Winner

Home Health Care - Medical | Interim

HealthCare | Runner-up

Home Health Care- Non-Medical | Home Instead | Winner
- Home Health Care- Non-Medical |

| Visiting Angels | Runner-up

Independent Living | Aviva Granbury | Winner
Independent Living | Waterview The Point

Independent Living | Runner-up

H(News > 2024

WINNER RUNNER-UP

1250 East US Hwy 377, Granbury, TX 76048 * (817) 573-4800

HEALTHO CAREo
HOME CARE AND HOSPICE

W take patient care VG?’ seriously and we thank you for

trusting us to care for you and your loved ones FOR VOTING US ONE OF THE
MLl TSk BEST OF HOOD COUNTY 14 YEARS!
Home Bealth 817) 5737474 RUNNER-UP BEST HOME HEALTHCARE - MEDICAL 2024
Hospice: (817) 573-3092
ZERO DEFICIENCIES - 4.5 STAR MEDICARE RATING Excellent Care. Every Patient. Every Day.

GRANBURY - GLEN ROSE - WEATHERFORD - STEPHENVILLE - CLEBURNE

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 9
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INNERSI::E
SERVICES

Insurance Agency | Texas Farm Bureau
Insurance Company | Winner

Insurance Agency | Texas Classic Insurance
Agency, Inc | Runner-up

IV Infusions | reviVe Infusion Therapy | Winner
IV Infusions | Turk Express Care | Runner-up
Meeting Space | The Workplace Granbury | Winner
Meeting Space | Lake Granbury

Conference Center | Runner-up

Memory Care | Aviva Granbury | Winner
Memory Care | Waterview The Cove

Assisted Living & Memory Care | Runner-up
» Y
/Bést. \

1

\ [0Vens*2024 208

15-YEARWINNER AP ==

I
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Thank you for voting us
one of the Best Caterers

in Hood County!

RUNNER-UP

Hood County for voting
- Firehouse Cafe
Best Breakfa for 15 years!

1:-55082 LON 00 /// NN 3414 /// SS0¥J LON 00 /// NN 3¥l4 /// /// SS0¥I LON 00 /// 3NIT 3414 /// SS0¥3 LON 00 /// INIT 148



Thank you
for voting
for us!

est
B

WINNER

SIT BACK, RELAX AND WE'LL

G.E.T.

YOU WHERE YOU NEED TO GO

|

Granbury Executive Transport
(817) 502-9831

www.getgranbury.com

¢

SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

BUSINESS
SERVICES

WINNERS

Mortage Company | Service First Mortgage | Winner
Mortage Company | The Mortgage Group

of the First National Bank of Granbury | Runner-up

Nail Salon | Eiffel Nails & Spa | Winner

Nail Salon | Nailz X Nuvi | Runner-up

Nursing Home | Harbor Lakes Nursing & Rehab | Winner
Nursing Home | Granbury Villa | Runner-up

Permanent Makeup Salon | Blushes Salon & Spa | Winner
Permanent Makeup Salon | Z Cosmetic

Design, LLC | Runner-up

\_q.//o‘& )
Seny A LG

oothies, @

WINNER

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 11
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WINNERS|::::
SERVICES

Pet Boarding | Clover Daycare &

Boarding for Pets | Winner

Pet Boarding | Scruffy To Fluffy Spa &

Boutique | Runner-up

Pet Groomer | Pretty Paws Pet Grooming | Winner
Pet Groomer | DeVine K*9 | Runner-up
Photography Company | CFX Photo | Winner
Photography Company | Little Lux

Photography | Runner-up

Physical Therapy | Freedom Physical Therapy | Winner
Physical Therapy | Lake Granbury Medical Center Therapy

(1)
¢3M5;¢27

.~ CONSIGNMENT
GALLERY

=

Thank you all for supporting us during 2024!
We could not have come out on top
without our loyal customers.

est
(@) ﬁﬁ%ﬁé

12-YEAR WINNER

Feny

=

1452 E.HWY 377 | 817-578-8588

)
/ @y

N

L‘_‘_".I /

GRA
A

NBURY
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Thank you for voting us WI N N E Rs 3:.‘:'\',':5:3

Best Insurance Agency
TEXAS in Hood County! Services | Runner-up

FARM I . . .
BUREAU Pr.mt.mg Ser\(lces | Print One | Winner
INSURANCE® Printing Services | Fleet Ink | Runner-up

AUTO / HOME / LIFE

2886 Fall Creek Hwy.
Granbury, TX 76049
817.326.2241

"ﬁTEXﬁﬁi

FARM

BUREAU
INSURANCE®

AUTO / HOME / LIFE

Small Engine Repair | Rose’s Mower Shop | Winner
Small Engine Repair | Granbury Small

Engine Rescue | Runner-up

Tanning Salon | Sandi Beaches | Winner

Tanning Salon | Lakehouse Tanning & Gifts | Runner-up
Title Company | Stewart Title | Winner

Title Company | Town Square Title | Runner-up

Yoga Studios & Therapy | Metamorphic Movement Yoga
School & Studio | Winner

Yoga Studios & Therapy | Lifelong
Yoga Therapy | Runner-up

=
e

WINNER

Tleank yew fet veling!

BEST INSURANCE AGENT

MISTY
TUCKER

Your local HEALTH & LIFE
Insurance Broker

HOOD-SOMERVELL
COUNTIES

* Medicare Plan Options

e Health Insurance

* Dental-Vision

e Life, Final Expense,
Income Protection

DCBE Resident * Cancer-Heart-Stroke Plans

682-500-0627

Call or Text Anytime!

LET ME SAVE YOU MONEY
mistytuckerinsurance.com

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 13
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ENTERTAINMENT/
WI N N E Rs I RECREATIONON Esm

Entertainment | Granbury Opera House | Winner HiNews* 2024
. . 2-YEARWINNER
Entertainment | Cinergy Granbury | Runner-up

Event Venue | Warren’s Backyard | Winner

Event Venue | La Bella Luna | Runner-up DRY CI_ EAN

Golf Course | Harbor Lakes Golf & Swim | Winner

Golf Course | Pecan Plantation | Runner-up

Karaoke | D’Vine Wine | Winner S U P E R C E N T E R
Karaoke | Bob’s Off the Square | Runner-up

Live Entertainment Venue | Granbury Live | Winner

Live Entertainment Venue | Warren’s Backyard | Runner-up THANK YOU FOR VOTING US BEST
OF HOOD COUNTY 2024.
WE APPRECIATE YOU TRUSTING
US TO SERVE YOU!

MON-FRI 6:30 A.M. TO 7 P.M. | SAT 8 A.M. TO 2 P.M. | IN BY 9 OUT BY 5

1116 East Highway 377 | 817.573.3200

WATERS EDGE ¥

PURE WATER STATION e GRANBURY TEXAS

Thank you for voting us one of the
Best Water Purification Companies!

81/-579-1340

1089 Waters Edge Dr. llmews*2024 w,,

RUNNER-UP

Pure Water Station offers fresh brewed ice tea, coffee and Iemonade to go

14 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024



Thank you for voting us
one of the best Pet Groomers in 2024!

5
D-VINE /1) K-9

Bula it

(817) 631-1172 E‘Satw
2441 E US Hwy 377, Ste. 103\ [i(ews*202%
www.dvinek9.groomore.com RUNNER 0P

S

RUNNER-UP

2113 E US Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76049

Open 7 days a week 7am-2pm

Thank you
for voting!

(News* 2024

SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

ENTERTAINMENT/
RECREATION

WINNERSI

Local Musicians & Bands | B-Ray and the Humans | Winner
Local Musicians & Bands | Lizz Schellhorn and

The Mysterious Scoundrels | Runner-up

Lodging | Comfort Suites Granbury | Winner

Lodging | Hotel Lucy | Runner-up

Performing Arts Services | Granbury Theatre
Academy | Winner

Performing Arts Services | Twaddell Studio | Runner-up
RV Center | Bennett’s Camping Center &

RV Ranch | Winner

RV Center | Lake Granbury RV Center | Runner-up

Restaurant

25%
OFF

e \/alid with coupon
e \/alid Monday - Friday only
I * 1 coupon per table e (Exp 12/31/24)

682-209-35/5

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 15
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WINNERSI::

Bakery | BAKED! Bread & Pastry Co | Winner

Bakery | Chocolate Moose Cakery | Runner-up

Bar | Warren’s Backyard | Winner

Bar | The Pub McDonough | Runner-up

Barbecue | Hill City Chop House | Winner

Barbecue | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Runner-up
Breakfast | Firehouse Cafe | Winner

Breakfast | Cari’s Restaurant | Runner-up

d’m;arﬂ}r?b—g—u"fu —
A 1-';_.4-..:“ —
T S 1 i —

HCNews*2024

. RUNNER-UP _

16 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024

THANK YOU FOR

GR'!-UE SERGEAN
S A

)\ IiNews*2024 ¢

WINNER

Fa
PREMIUM GRILLS!&
OUTDOOR KITCHENS

¥ (682)/205:1337
608 E US Hwy 377 | bbagrills

FREE ESTIMATES

PRODUCTS
SERVICES
ELEVATE YC
GRILLING EXPEF

Thank you for voting us
one of the hest in 2024!

Platinum

RESIDENTIAL GLASS

Shower Enclosures | Mirrors | Doors | Insulated Window Glass | Much More

www.platinum-glass.com | (817) 752-0695
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V2

HARBOR LAKES

o h \\\‘ A\ .b\_ « \\~ N
RS R \wvw-w WINNER
2 7~ 117/ ! -\ 4 ,,\v‘ A
> 'f‘“/ ~1 17 LSS LCRLL ] | ¢ I'E.‘,i: ‘dr N

77 L LI L § HEEEEAGEIR T CSY (KA "k‘&\\\v\\”\\\‘i

4

HARB OR LAKES

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

You too could join our winning team!
Call for more details.

1300 2nd St. | Granbury | 817-408-3800

\ —
—t «l‘ e 4 e \
\ ! A A
A \ W ¥ LW -
\ 4 ‘R
e [INews * 2024
) e -\ e A Y
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| p \

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 17




SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERSI::

Burger | Grump’s | Winner

Burger | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Runner-up
Catering | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Winner
Catering | Chick-fil-A | Runner-up

Catfish | Stumpy’s Lakeside Grill | Winner

Catfish | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Runner-up
Chicken | Babe’s Chicken Dinner House | Winner
Chicken | Chicken Express | Runner-up

Thank you fov v&"}}"ﬂ '“g
]lﬁﬂm*2024 9 BEST CoFFEE IN 2024!

e ® |820 Acton Hwy y

682-936-2288

FRESH AUTHENTIC
MEXICAN FOO

MEXICAN RESTAURANT | ety SRCH *1”.,':".“.".‘.”2%
\ We cook with Grandmas secret recipe!
MON-THU FRI- Se‘l’ SUNDA" 4

TAM- BPM. 7TAM

Thank you for voting for us as
one of the Best of Hood County!

H(News > 2024

RUNNER-UP

2200 E Highway 377 | Granbury | (682) 936-2288

18 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024



PRETTY PAWS

We want to thank all our

clients who voted us #1 pet

groomer in Hood County
8 years in a row!

We wouldn’t be able to do
what we love every day
without y ly
~XKatie ana[ Cﬁrls

H(News * 2024

8-YEAR WINNER

2l

0202

400 S Morgan St # 102

Granbury, TX 76048
817-579-8077

EA @cjbutchershop &

| Thank yore Hood
Jor voting ws the Best in 2024

SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERSI:’
DRINK
Chicken-Fried Steak | Mesquite Pit Steaks &
Bar B Q | Winner

Chicken-Fried Steak | Babe’s Chicken

Dinner House | Runner-up

Coffee | Midnight Coffee Co. | Winner

Coffee | BAKED! Bread & Pastry Co | Runner-up
Ethnic | Miyako Restaurant | Winner

Ethnic | La Creperie | Runner-up

Happy Hour | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Winner

Happy Hour | Eighteen Ninety Grille and
Lounge | Runner-up

IE ER EES

gmnfw/y 75;@15

1106 South Morgan Street

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 19



SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

e THE

Baets )
\ I0e*202% /

RUMNER-UP

Thank you for voting us one of
the Best Travel Agents in 2024

WINNERSI::

Ice Cream | Silver Saddle Saloon | Winner
Ice Cream | Braum’s Ice Cream & Dairy Store | Runner-up

Italian | Pastafina | Winner 7 Delani Lemons
Italian | Vito’s Italian Kitchen | Runner-up Travel Advisor
Margarita | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Winner

Margarita | Mi Familia Mexican Restaurant | Runner-up | Tie T CRUISE PLANNERS'

Margarita | Stumpy’s Lakeside Grill | Runner-up | Tie \L/ CRUISE3, RESORTS & MORE
Mexican Food | Mi Familia Mexican Restaurant | Winner e

Mexican Food | Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant & Cantina
(Granbury) | Runner-up

—-./ https://lemons.gobooktrips.com/

\—-I-— Ready to take you all over the world!

: ~ 817-201-6949
Delanilemons@cruiseplanners.com

510 W. Pearl St. Granbury, TX 76049 | Office: 817-573-6917 Fax: 817-540-5523 > edwardjones.com | Member SiPC

- Servicing Granbury for 20 years.

= One of the best for 15 years.
|
Baste Thank you Granbury!

l(News * 2024

RUNNER-UP

Your life. Your money. Your terms.

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor Edward Jones

20 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024



SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

(217 WINNERS /%
DRINK

Thank you for voting us Pizza | Alex’s Pizza Pasta & Subs | Winner

(817) 487-1671

_ Pizza | Brick by Brick - Wood Fired Pizza | Runner-up
® Salad | The Frog Juice Co. | Winner

: Salad | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Runner-up

Salsa | Mi Familia Mexican Restaurant | Winner

Best Resotoration Service in 2024!

i

: - P > Salsa | Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant & Cantina (Granbury) |
¥ ﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂ‘:h%pzlf : | L = Runner-up
4 b S : Seafood | Randy’s Shrimp & Oyster Bar | Winner

Seafood | The Fisherman’s Corner | Runner-up

—

{  GET10%OFF
4 with mention of thisad | =

Experience top-notch restoration services with
Crain Restoration Services. From water damage to
mold remediation, we have you covered.

VITO'S

ITALIAN KITCHEN
682-936-23%21 - 1300 S. Morgan St. (682) 279-8010 * 1468 East US Hwy 377

THANK YOU THANK YOU
FORVOTING giNiLs sSuaroob FOR VOTING Wzl et SRS
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SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERS/x

Snow Cones | Funky Munky Shaved Ice

(Granbury) | Winner

Snow Cones | Snow Belles Shaved Ice | Runner-up
Steak | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Winner

Steak | Eighteen Ninety Grille and Lounge | Runner-up
Sweet Tea | Chicken Express | Winner

Sweet Tea | Mesquite Pit Steaks & Bar B Q | Runner-up
Taco | Stumpy’s Lakeside Grill | Winner

Taco | Los Nares Tacos | Runner-up

Winery | D’Vine Wine | Winner

Winery | Barons Creek Vineyards | Runner-up

Wings | Wings Etc. | Winner
Wings | Wingstop | Runner-up

GENERATIONS
PLUMBING

We appreciate the trust that the

residents of Granbury and Hood

County have placed in us. It’s a
privilege to be a part of this wonderful
community and look forward to many

more years of service.
Thank you for voting for us!

serving
HOOD COUNTY FOR

3 GENERATIONS

877-579-4789

www.generationsplumbingtx.com

RUNNER-UP

M-45178

22 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024

to [ Best:

I%ews* 2024

WINNER

Carpet Cleaning

Air Duct & Furniture Cleaning
Commercial & Residential

All Carpet Repairs

Dryer Vent Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning

Water & Smoke Damage
Deflooding & Drying

Truck Mounted Equipment

“Thank you,
GL% ood Coumfy /

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME
ROTOBRUSH® DUCT CLEANING

Serving Hood, Somervell, Johnson, Erath, Parker
& Tarrant Counties since 1992

Joe Love - Owner/Operator

A+ Rating 81 7-91 0-2788
with BBB Toll Free 888-801-2516
GRANBURY 1 AM NOW AN

MASSAGE | IRS CERTIFIED

center | [ACCEPTANCE
817-964-9861 AGENT

H(News > 2024

RUNNER-UP

Notary Public » Se Habla Espanol

¢ NUMEROS DEITIN
¢ SPANISH TO ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS

Thank you
¢ YMUCHO MAS

for voting us THE

Best Massage Bﬁat OF

Therapist and

Massage Therapy lﬂﬂm*2024

clinic' 3-YEAR WINNER
.

Call or text
to book an appointment

1642 S Meadows Dr.

granburymassagecenter.com 2015 S. Morgan St. Ste 103

Granbury




SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

AND THE WINNERS ARE...

THE RESIDENTS
OF WATERVIEW

% 1UICHY %wcm 5t &

THE COVE THE POINT

ASSISTED LIVING « MEMORY CARE INDEPENDENT LIVING

101 Watermark Blvd., 100 Watermark Blvd.,
Granbury, TX 76048 Granbury, TX 76048

817.631.5833 | WaterviewLife.com

Thank you for voting us one of the Best of Hood County 2024!

é“'” g i SarviceFirst
MORTGAUGE

Preferred Partner of the Real Estate Community

817.219.4906

& Best Mortgage
EBASSETT@SFMC.COM 3 Best Mortgage Company

AL 1 \ . Company 2024 Runner Up 2023
CORP NMLS 166487 AN B

GRANBURY SQUARE PLAZA
201 E PEARL ST HoodCounty

STE: 201 &y ooy o

GRANBURY, TX 76048 : WINNER RUNNER-UP

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 23




SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERS ..o

| )Eﬁﬁl(j* E "?J'{l’"ﬁlf’

Boutique | Cheerful Heart Gifts & Boutique | Winner The reliable salon for those
Boutique | Arts & Letters Bookstore | Runner-up who love the beauty! I'm deeply grateful for your support
. Ak g and recognition. You inspire me
Consignment/Resale Shop | Bella Rosa every day and remind me why I do
Consignment Gallery | Winner what I do. Thank you!
Consignment/Resale Shop | Mission Granbury’s New
Beginnings Resale Shoppe & Boutigue | Runner-up
Fishing Supplies & Bait | Tri-Lakes Tackle Town | Winner
Fishing Supplies & Bait | Marksmen Firearms and
Outfitters | Runner-up

._ _{?im*202 _

WINNER

fastts

fitNews * 202

of Real Estate WINNER

BEST REAL ESTATE
AGENCY

i

fitNews * 2024

RUNNER-UP

BECKY GIBSON
Best Realtor Runner Up

¥ 682.205.1244

24 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024



SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERS | .co:

Flooring | Vintage Floors | Winner

Flooring | Somervell Floors | Runner-up

Florist | Granbury Flowers and Gifts | Winner

Florist | H-E-B | Runner-up

Furniture Store | Wagon Yard | Winner

Furniture Store | Woods Furniture | Runner-up

Gift Shop | Cheerful Heart Gifts & Boutique | Winner
Gift Shop | St. Helen’s on the Square, Inc | Runner-up

Wiy -202% /- . ieny202° A

WINNER 21,722, 24 : T 5 RUNNER UP‘20,'23

Thank you for votmg 6;|r puzza asthe
Best'::f Hood_.County' 'fl

FOLLOWUSON 2145 E U S Hwy 377, Granbury, TX 76049

THANR YOU!

GRANBURY AND HOOD COUNTY
WE APPRECIATE YOUR TRUST AND SUPPORT!

it

MNews*x 2024

6-YEAR WINNER

BRIGHTWORKS

CAR WASH
250 Liberty Rd. Granbury, TX 76049 | brightworkscarwash.com

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 25



SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERS ..o

Grocery Store | H-E-B | Winner
Grocery Store | Kroger | Runner-up
Gun Dealer | Right to Carey | Winner

Gun Dealer | Marksmen Firearms and Outfitters | Runner-up
Hardware Store | Lowe’s Home Improvement | Winner

Hardware Store | The Home Depot | Runner-up

Health Food & Nutrition Store | Bee Healthy | Winner
Health Food & Nutrition Store | H-E-B | Runner-up

i, I SR = RS
IN-COUNTY REST OF TEXAS DIGITAL ONLY

$65§3,%R $85§3;R $505§,%R

INCLUDES PRINT & DIGITAL  INCLUDES PRINT & DIGITAL

SCANHERETO
SUBSCRIBE

26 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024

WINNER

as the State Fair

of Texas

THANK YOU for voting JR Spas the best spa
& hot tub dealer in Hood County. For our
appreciation, we’re offering a sale as big as
the State Fair of Texas. In addition to our
sale prices, you get:

$500 off any
500 series tub

L ——

Sell the Best, Repair the Rest Offer expires 11/30/2024

4500 Fall Creek Hwy | Granbury
(817) 579-7727
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YOUR HOME’S EWM/

ey e 41, TN —/-M
TriA /
Ay = — family-owned

EPEN DENCE
for your support of our

sma“ I:usmess.

We are beyond grateful to our incredible
community for voting us the ‘Best of Hood

County’ for 15 amazing years!

We are truly honored I:y the trust you place in our

)

“GENCJ* team, gra nting us the opportunity to serve you
25 YEARS

Wi with the utmost care and excellence.
Qs SeRni g

TACLA29191E Your Daﬁan |,=ami|y
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SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERS ..o

THE P
ES Tor "\ Carey & Sons Mariy,
A
HGNBWS *2 024 Satisfying Boaters?incjl 962

WINNER

Hearing Aids | Livingston Hearing Aid Center | Winner
Hearing Aids | Texas Sinus & Allergy |
Dr. Salim Bhaloo, DO | Runner-up

THANK YOU

Jewelry Store | Jeweler’s Workshop | Winner FOR VOTING US
Jewelry Store | Whiskey River Jewelry Box | Runner-up l{ l “; l‘l rl‘ W
Liquor Store | Spec’s | Winner e | () HOOD COUNTY

20241

Liquor Store | Bootlegger | Runner-up | ll{]“‘f

Mattress Dealers | Mattressville | Winner /1 A

Mattress Dealers | Mattress Firm | Runner-up *

Meat Market | C&J Butcher Shop | Winner

Meat Market | Ranch Fed Beef | Runner-up GUNS *AMMO * ACCESSORIES

HUNTING GEAR AND APPAREL
LAYAWAY * GUN RANGE - -
CLASS I1l/SUPPRESSORS NEW * PRE-OWNED * CONSIGNMENT *

SERVICE * PARTS * RIGGING * STORAGE

Boats by Crownline, Nautic Star, Xpress, Veranda
Powered by Yamaha

108 GATEWAY HILLS LANE, GRANBURY TX 76049 * CAREYANDSONSMARINE.COM * OPEN TUESDAY — SATURDAY

THANK YOU HOOD COUNTY! WEtms

Over 30,000 happy Hood County homeowners since 1989. T
FOURTEEN YEARS in arow, you’ve chosen us as the best!

We are honored for your support and promise you the

same great service in years to come!

14-TIME

BEST OF
HOOD COUNTY
WINNER!

GRANBURY, TEXAS 817-326-5252  KILLING BUGS IN TEXAS SINCE 1934

28 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024
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TEED

FINE CUSTOM HOMES

Thend Dot

We're very grateful to be serving the

Hood County community for Zj—W

Thank you for naming us
the Best Home Builder
in Hood County!

tOF

H(News *2024

WINNER

(817) 894-7650
WillSteedHomes.com
1208 Fall Creek Highway, Suite C, Granbury, TX 76049
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SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERS ..o

Outdoor Grill Dealer | Grill Sergeant

Outdoor Grills | Winner

Qutdoor Grill Dealer | The Grill Guys | Runner-up
Pawn Shop | Black’s Pawn Shop | Winner

Pawn Shop | Cash America Pawn | Runner-up

Pet & Feed Store | Paw Country | Winner

Pet & Feed Store | Russell Feed & Supply | Runner-up
Pharmacy | H-E-B | Winner

Pharmacy | Ron’s Pharmacy | Runner-up

" For, i/otlng us'
BES T BURGER

Granbury’s Premier Painting Company

Locally Owned for 35 Years

ast:
l(News > 202%

WINNER

811-180-0301

Visit us Online

CallICH.com

e We provide cash
loans and buy quality
merchandise.

« Reliable and
Responsible Pawnshop

o Firearms, Jewelry,

t Guitars and Accessories,
E OIF & lots more.

INews 2024
A

THE

Lo

IlﬂNews*2024

e 15 YEARWINNER ;

Hamburgers
‘i/vu Cold Beer: i
Texas Hospltallty

_____817 573. 5000 Wlffle BaII

GrumpsBurgers com

30 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024



SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERSI...::

THE
Rs tOF Place to Buy Wine | H-E-B | Winner
Place to Buy Wine | Spec’s | Runner-up

HGNBWS*2024 Produce | H-E-B | Winner

2-YEAR WINNER
Produce | Kroger | Runner-up

Propane | Heine Propane, LLC | Winner
Propane | Santo Propane | Runner-up

Tattoo Parlor | Lucky’s 13 Tattoo Shop | Winner
Tattoo Parlor | Coven Crafted Ink | Runner-up

Seantovien Thank you
e Hood County
for voting us

the best!!

4041 Acton Hwy | (513)601-9246

"THANK YOU HOOD COUNTY FOR

. YOURIGONTINUEDSUPPOR;
“ea iy f it
"EINE ZROPANG

k ey x 202

WINNER
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SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERSI:=Ve-:

-
pAlction
@IVIRUMERS
AC/Heating Service | Daffan Cooling & Heating | Winner

AC/Heating Service | Texas Made | Runner-up

Carpet Cleaning Company | Love to Clean | Winner
Carpet Cleaning Company | Granbury Carpet | Runner-up
Contractors & Remodelers | Kingdom Builders
Construction | Winner

Contractors & Remodelers | Will Steed Homes | Runner-up

Custom Cabinet Dealer | Moore’s Custom Cabinets, LLC |
Winner

Thank you Hood County
for voting us
Best Computer Repair
15 years running!

st

HCNews * 2024

15-YEAR WINNER

Custom Cabinet Dealer | Red Barn Custom
Cabinets | Runner-up

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan
Granbury, TX 76048

www.actioncomputers.com

Harris Aerobic
-\
I-

Thank you for voting us one
of the best in Hood County.

==
ES

WINNER

817.736.0367

www. HarrisAerobic.com

Thank You to all of our loyal customers for voting us

BEST OIL CHANGE

Best.:
HoodCoun
kews 77227

HoodCounty
fiCNews 2022

Serving Hood County
since 2006

THE

Best of

HoodCounty
litNems %2018

Best
HoodCounty
HCews <2017

RUNNER-UP

We are honored
to be trusted with
servicing your
vehicles.

HoodCounty
[CNewsx 2016

HoodCounty
HNews 2021

8 Year Winner

With Appreciation,
Kim, Skip, and The
Express Care Team

HoodCounty
HiNews# 2013

o Hood
hcnews x 2020

Laura, David,
Chris, Junior,
Rodney, Brad,
Eric & Mason

THE

BeSt of

HoodCounty
[Iiems* 2019

HoodCounty
HlNews x 2012

32 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024

PTHE

(News x 2024

11-YEAR WINNER

&mv

Valvoline
Express Care

3501 E. Hwy. 377

817-573-1111
Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm
Open 1st Saturday of the month, 8am - 1pm




Keeping your community vibrant by
supporting locally owned businesses.

(That's driving joy.)

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 IN AUTO REPAIR
FOR HOOD COUNTY FOR 10 YEARS IN A ROW.

Locally-owned and operated by Mike & Donna Loter

@ Christian Brothers Automotive-
Fixing cars, driving joy.

e
Christian Bmthem} W
Automotive
ear / 36,000 Mi - Approved
ice Difference” Warrant,

Auto Repair

10-YEAR WINNER

Granbury | (817) 573-3911 | cbac.com/granbury
3809 E. US Hwy 377 Granbury, TX 76409

SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERSI=Ve:

Electrical Services | Best Electric | Winner
Electrical Services | G&G Electric | Runner-up

Garage & Overhead Door Companies | Patriot Garage
Door & Service | Winner

Garage & Overhead Door Companies | Brazos River
Overhead Doors | Runner-up

Gutter Company | Guardian Gutters | Winner

Gutter Company | Crites Seamless Gutters | Runner-up

Thank you, Hood County for blessing us with a third
“Best of Hood County” award! We are truly fortunate to
have such a wonderful Clover-Pets family
walk through our doors every day!

HCNews * 2024

3-YEAR WINNER

CLOVER

BOARDING - DAYCAMP - GROOMING - TRAINING

115 Reed Rd. | Granbury | 817-396-5355
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(I9ROOFING

BEST ROOFER

have shown us what truly matters --
the relationships we've built through
the years and the friendships

we've made along the way are the

foundation of our companies.

Since 2009, the DT name has been K I H G D O M
a pillar in Hood County, offering B U I L D E R s

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY, CONSTRUCTION
UNPARALLELED CONSISTENCY, BEST REMODELER

AND UNRIVALED SERVICE. 5“ Wm%

It never stops being a gift -- to live

and work in such a wonderful

community. So once again,

Vot g oo Cony.

(YPCOMPANIES

The most‘ﬁmﬁ%nm for your home.

PATRIOT

GARAGE DOOR & SERVICE

BEST GARAGE DOOR COMPANY

Ve G fir

theDTcompanies.com

34 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024




&Family Foot Care

Specializing in surgical & nonsurgical freatment of the foot and arkle

We [reat

Achilles Tendinitis
Ankle & Foot Injuries
\ Ankle Sprains ll
Richard M. Adams, DPM Arthritis Payal R. Patel, DPM
Certified in Foot Surgery by the Bunion Correction Certified by the American Board

American Board of Foot & Ankle Surgery H ¢ of Podiatric Medicine
Assistant Professor at TCU, ammertoes

Burnett School of Medicine Heel Pain/Plantar Fasciitis ~ _Zn (gl"ﬂl’lb&ll”&/
Ingrown Toenails 1008 Paluxy Rd
Flatfoot Reconstruction Granbury, TX 76048
Fractures
Neuroma
Wound Care
& Much More

Heath Jackson, DPM

familyfootcaretx.com
58 (817) 573-7178

e THANK YOU for voting us BEST PODIATRIST

15 uebiow s
2

13-YEAR WINNER

SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERSI=Ve:

Home Builders & Developer Corporations |
Will Steed Homes | Winner

Home Builders & Developer Corporations |
Couto Homes | Runner-up

Home Design & Blueprint Services |

Couto Homes | Winner

Home Design & Blueprint Services | Home Designs
by Marcy | Runner-up

Home Inspection Company | House to Home
Inspections & More | Winner

Home Inspection Company | Hood County
Home Inspectors | Runner-up

Computer Design
Seasonal Planting
Mowing

Yard Maintenance
Tree Timming
Stump Removall

Free Estimates

\ieteran, Military, Senior Citizen
Discounts

SVZ=7A1 A= 3>257.0),

www.pjslawn.com
v
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SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

INNERSI:=
SERVICES

Hot Tub & Spa Dealer | JR Spas | Winner

Rose's

Home Services

Having the support of our

Hot Tub & Spa Dealer | Leslie’s Pool Supplies | Runner-up SEANrIll Sreeat customers is truly an honor.
House Cleaning Services | Spotless Shine | Winner Thank You Hood County To our loyal customers who
House Cleaning Services | Ladybug Cleaning | Runner-up BEST M:':“‘;'OI;EZZSSTORE' have voted for us year after
Lawn & Landscaping Services | PJ’s Lawn Care | Winner : year we extend °“r.heartfelt
: . . . thanks and gratitude!

Lawn & Landscaping Services | American Landscaping |
Runner-up — Mower Shop

A R . — Golf Cart and UTV Shop
Painting Company | JCH Painting | Winner _ @hitramey Servies

— Tree Service
— Patios, Arbors, and
Screen Rooms

est
fod Gt

"l

| 817-326-2333
| J 3415 Acton School Rd - Granbury Tx
www.mattressville.com

Painting Company | Ralph Littlejohn Painting | Runner-up

i

-

D Dine Wine

GRANBURY, TEXAS

Feeling the love,
11 years and counting.

Since 2008, it has been an honor to earn the trust
of our community’s residents and their businesses.

WINERY KARAOKE

HOOD COUNTY HOOD COUNTY

THE

Rﬁ Th ank YOU,
iy’ Hood County!

RUNNER-UP

for voting us Best Winery &
Karaoke once again.

817.326.5871 CIK DA

5411 Acfon Hwy, Gronbur\/ TX 76049 Kelly Dias Accountancy, PLLC

eet (Historic Square) Granbury, Te

DVINEWINEGRANBURY.COM
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L7 cranBURY KIA
Thank you Hood County

for voting us one of the best in 2024!

|| el

I i
=:\i~“- > 4\‘ o ~3

) v~ € /
——‘.——_Eﬂk R e Congratulations

Kyle Kirkpatrick
Best Salesperson

. Bes*: Car Salesperson
e Best Car Salesperson Runner-up
» Best New Car Dealership Runner-up
e Best Pre-Owned Car Dealership Runr'ler—up

Okt~ 0O Scan here

R

ElEA go the Best! Congratulations
" L=

Aaron Lemons
Runner-up Best Salesperson

4301 E Hwy 377 | Granbury | | granbury<:.com
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celebritypools

Thank you Hood County for voting
wwneafthe best for 8 years atrcuth'

B IIGNews *2024 I;elebrltgPooIs com_ 817 52651868

RUNNER-UP

38 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024




SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERSI=Ve:

Pest Control Company | Estes Exterminating | Winner
Pest Control Company | Safeguard Pest Patrol |
Runner-up | Tie

Pest Control Company | Wise / Chem Safe

Pest Control | Runner-up | Tie

Plumbing Company | Justice Plumbing | Winner
Plumbing Company | Generations Plumbing | Runner-up
Pool Builder | Oasis Pools, LLC | Winner

Pool Builder | Celebrity Pools | Runner-up

HONews > 2024

GRANBURY
DOOR+
WINDOW

WE DO THE ! LIFTING

granburydoorandwindow.net

BCRRY THANK YOU HOOD COUNTY,

B RRY for voting us the

DENTAL ASSOCIATES BEST DENTIST OFFICE

s

Wews*202% /=

7-YEAR WINNER

l

/
2600 James Rd, Suite 100 | Granbury, Texas | 817-326-4098

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 39
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CARPET
WOOD
TILE
VINYL

WINNERSI:=Ve-:

Pool Maintenance Company | Pool-Tex, Inc. | Winner
Pool Maintenance Company | Pro-Max

Pools, LLC | Runner-up

Real Estate Agency | The EDGE Group | Winner
Real Estate Agency | CENTURY 21

Judge Fite Company | Runner-up

Restoration Services | Crain Restoration
Services | Winner

Restoration Services | All In Restoration, Inc |
Runner-up | Tie

Restoration Services | Granbury Carpet

Cleaning | Runner-up | Tie

We are truly honored to receive this recognition
for the third consecutive year.
We eagerly anticipate continuing to serve you and

being your top choice for many years ahead!

Vintage Floors
AFFORDABLE LUXURY
WWW.VINTAGEFLOORSTX.COM e 817.576.0444

Thank You,' H;‘b}'d Cou

Therapist Owned
« Orthopedic Rehabilitation Specialists
ees + Freedom Golf Health Program

+  Dry Needling
« LSVT Big Therapy

b 4 A% A M 15-YEARWINNER

5310 Acton Highway, Suite 106 | Granbury, Texas 76049 | www.FreedomPhysicalTherapy.com

817-326-1375
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e Best.

HoodCounty
g, lilNews %2024

/’IHE \“"\-..
PR Best. w
£ HoodCounty |

HOWEA2023 4

. iNowix2022 s
HoodCounty J =
B b Egcsafm liows %2021
: Bestof - *2020//“%%,__
HoodCounty }\ _
j *2019/,-' S

Gifts - Candles - Candies - Home Decor - Spices & Dips - Greeting Cards - Wedding Items & Wedding Gifts
Baby & Toddler - Women's Clothing - Purses & Shoes - “Box of Cheer” Gift Box and...

" KEND RATS € O
2001 E Hwy 377, Granbury TX - 817-579-9599 @
1207 NE Big Bend Trail, Glen Rose - 254-898-9040

cheerfulheartgifts.com @) @cheerfulheartgifts lEJ cheerfulheartgifts Vera BRac“ey
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CONTACT US: 817-775-0350

WI N N E Rs I A - - info@bestelectrictx.com
SERVICES ) BestEIec‘mc Y

Roofing Company | DT Roofing & Construction | Winner
Roofing Company | A+ Roofing and

Construction | Runner-up

Septic Installation | Coleman Aerobic Septic | Winner
Septic Installation | Scott Construction Co | Runner-up
Septic Maintenance & Repair | Harris Aerobic | Winner
Septic Maintenance & Repair | Coleman

Aerobic Septic | Runner-up

Septic Pumping Services | Gilbert Environmental, Inc |
Winner

Septic Pumping Services | Rowland’s Septic Service
| Runner-up

We want to extend a huge, heartfelt THANK YOU to our amazing
community for voting us as the Best of Hood County 2024! We truly
believe our customers are the best! We couldn’t have achieved this
without you. Here’s to many more successes together!

Experience a fiduciary putting clients’ interests first for 35 years.

Hood County for voting us

#1 Financial Advisor
#1 Certified Financial Planner 4 THE

m

Christina Allen Dan Phi-llips Kim Tl;ompson Hmews*2024

Sr. Client Relations CFP®, CRPC®, AAMS® Sr. Client Relations 3-YEAR WINNER
Specialist Certified Financial Planner® Specialist

4800 Acton Hwy. | 817-910-8055 | dan.phillips@michelsfamilyfinancial.com

Michels Family Financial
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FNR

Yor Hometown gans,

NATIONAL

H(News > 2024

WINNER

www.fnbgranbury.com | 817.573.2655 Dic S

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 43



SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

WINNERSI:=Ve-:

U.S.
DERMATOLOGY

partners

Water Purification Company | The Waterin’
Trough | Winner

Water Purification Company | Waters Edge Tea
Company | Runner-up

Window and Door Dealer | Granbury Door and
Window | Winner

Window and Door Dealer | Platinum Residential Glass |
Runner-up

WILLSHER (5’ ASSOCIATES, PLLC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Thank you for voting us

Cassandra Kenny, PA Jason Dominguez, PA
Best Accountant and

- ) Medical Care
Best Accountlng Service
Skin Cancer

in Hood County

Now Accepting New
_ ﬂmﬂws*zoz.’f Patients. Call Today!

WINNER (682) 298-6428
Molly Willsher, CPA Esat OIF

o H0ews * 2024 2001 Rockview Drive, Granbury, TX 76049
ecn-mmsea 15-YEAR WINNER 3415 East US Hwy 377, Granbury, TX 76049

817.573.5597 « 2305 East Hwy 377 o Granbury, TX 76049 [RAAMAMASESIMINVEVIGIRIC) LU )y 1R el
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& anins el WINNERS|--:™

Y zac@daydreamvacations.com [FaaEGE-

Accountant | Molly Willsher | Willsher & Associates, PLLC
| Winner

Accountant | Kelly Dias Accountancy, PLLC | Runner-up

Thankiyou for voting us

‘ Attorney | Melinda Owens Law Firm, PLLC | Winner
ST TR’AVE L AG E N CY Attorney | Rob Christian | Christian and Christian | Run-
. »!l', _=: T e = &
' ol - 2

\
- i
: N

ner-up

_' 7 Car Salesperson | Kyle Kirkpatrick | Granbury Kia | Winner
: e e Car Salesperson | Aaron Lemons | Granbury Kia | Runner-up

-

Travel Advisor

—

Thank you for your continued
support over the last 22 years!

Thank you for

voting us one o

of thebest PR ../ = to|=
veterinariansin & & |

Hood County! ey e Bt o, W ilNews * 2024

WINNER

4238 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury, TX | 817-579-7311 | www.lapalomaanimalhospital.com
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.x. PAW COUNTRY

PET SUPPLIES

THANK YOU

. forvotingus
Best of Hood County 2024

- e & &
|y \ 28
T @ )
1 | N4
# > b i Py 4 il ‘

=\ MNews *2024

Be : 4-YEAR WINNER " t of
HoodCoun 0 ounty
“Q@M@ 2021

#1 Pet/Feed Store

1326 E. Highway 377
Granbury, TX 76048

682-936-2488

www.pawcountrygranbury.com
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Best Insurance Agent

H(News* 2024

Thank g'aﬁ@ oa@ Coun@g.'

=
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\
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£ W ' o \
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INSURANCE
HEALTH % MEDICARE % BUSINESS * LIFE

3320 E HWY 377 GRANBURY, TX

817-559-2033




SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

2y

PROVEN AESTHETICS
MED SPA

otk

NNews *2024

WINNER

WE ARE INCREDIBLY HONORED AND
HUMBLED TO RECEIVE THE "BEST OF
THE BEST" BUSINESS AWARD. THIS
ACHIEVEMENT WOULD NOT HAVE
BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE
UNWAWVERING SUPPORT AND TRUST
OF OUR AMAZING CUSTOMERS,
DEDICATED TEAM, AND SUPPORTIVE
COMMUNITY.

YOUR BELIEF IN US HAS BEEN THE
DRIVING FORCE BEHIND OUR
SUCCESS, AND WE ARE DEEPLY
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED
LOYALTY. WE PROMISE TO UPHOLD
THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF
EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION, AND
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU
WITH EVEN GREATER PASSION AND
COMMITMENT IN THE FUTURE.
THANK YOU FOR BEING AN INTEGRAL
PART OF OUR JOURNEY!

OUR SERVICES

Our Registered Nurses here at Proven offer a wide range of services to help you
look and feel your best. We're committed to using the latest techniques and
technologies to ensure that our clients achieve the best possible results.

Botox, Dysport, Jeuveau e Dermal Fillers ¢ PDO Threads e Sculptra
Microneedling e PRP Microneedling e PRP hair restoration e Hydrafacial
Dermaplaning e Chemical Peels e Red/Blue light therapy e Lymphatic drainage
IV Hydration Therapy e Vitamin Injections e Semaglutide/Tirzepatide

817-933-3844

- | [ - o B 620 FALL CREEK HWY, #610
S R it e PROVENAESTHETICS.COM
RS ' Lud

Best o Hoodcounty 2024 | 47



SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

| T you

for voting us
Best Home Health Care

i

JNews *2024

WINNER

Where Senior Advisory meets
Care and Compassion.
Serving families, friends,
and neighbors of Hood County.

h.1817-779-3426
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INNERS >
PEOPLE

&x 7993

Certified Financial Planner | Dan Phillips, CFP® | Michels
Family Financial | Winner

Certified Financial Planner | Michelle Berry, CFP® |
& TANDI Berry Wealth Group | Runner-up

THANK YOU Dentist | Katherine Hubnik, DDS | Pearl Dentures & Dental
Care | Winner

Dentist | Dr. Alex Smith | West Bluff Dental Care | Runner-up

Doctor | C. Brooks Smith , M.D. | Smith MD & Associates |
Winner

ETE"‘E EtOF Doctor | Dr. Salim Bhaloo, DO | Runner-up
i0News *202%

4-YEAR WINNER

GIGI, JIM, DEBBIE,

for your support in voting us

'\ the Best of Hood County 2024!

224 S. Morgan St.
Granbury, TX

817-573-4322

info@jewelersworkshopgranbury.com

MNews *2024

RUNNER-UP

RESIDENTIAL *f COM /M“ERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL

—\—HANKYOU FOR VOTING Us
ONE OF THE BEST!

81/-910-9005 21757601260
WWW.CHOOSEWISECHEM.COM
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WI N N E Rs I INDIVIDUAL We are always whistling around here especially
PEOPLE after being voted Winner

~ - »
Esthetician | Billie Watson | The Cheeky Peach BEST DENT' ST}:"?};’ N
Wax Studio & Esthetics | Winner i
Esthetician | Skylar Baxter | Skin By Skylar, LLC | Runner-up 'N Hoov COUNW
Financial Advisor | Dan Phillips, CFP® | Michels Family
Financial | Winner
Financial Advisor | Tony Mobly CFP® AAMS® | Edward BESTADENTIST

Jones Investments | Runner-up 2017%2018%2019" :
Hair Stylist/Barber | Lindsey Tierce | 2020%2022%2023 i}
THE -

Shear Beauty | Winner
Hair Stylist/Barber | Stephany | C.C. & Company | Runner-up t0|=

H(News * 2024

WINNER

Pearl
Dentures

PEARLDENTURES.COM

?IL BaylorScott&White

SURGICARE Thank You from e tOF

GRANBURY our TEAM!

fitNews > 202

WINNER

For more information, call 1.817.579.8863 or visit

www.granbury-surgicalplaza.com

1717 Paluxy Road, Granbury, TX 76048

Physicians are members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical
centers and are neither employees nor agents of those medical centers, Baylor Surgicare at Granbury or Baylor Health Care Systems.
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To our loyal locals and newcomer neighbors,
THANK YOU for voting us BEST IN HOOD
COUNTY and for making us one of your favorite
hometown spots for food, family, friends and
community, 5 years in a row! We are humbled,
happy and blessed. Your support plays a pivotal
part in our small business growth and each day
we look forward to serving you our best! We love
our customers and we love Hood County!

Exceptional Pastries - Sourdough Bread & Bagels
Boutique Breakfast - Gourmet Sandwiches

401 CLEVELAND RD | GRANBURY, TX 76049 | 817-910-8705
WWW.BAKEDGRANBURY.COM

SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

INNERS >
PEOPLE

Insurance Agent | Misty Tucker | Misty Tucker
Insurance | Winner

Insurance Agent | Randy Emerson | Goosehead Insurance
Runner-up | Tie

Insurance Agent | Sue Jefferies |
All-Tex Insurance | Runner-up | Tie
Massage Therapist | LULU |

Granbury Massage Center | Winner
Massage Therapist | Beverly Hodge LMT, MMP, CNHP |
Granbury Massage & Wellness | Runner-up

THE

m

HNews * 2024

WINNER

WWW.moorescc.com 105 W Pearl Street | Granbury, TX 76048 #1 Custom Cabinets
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WI N N ERS I IPP:E%II\:LI;UAL THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

AND CONFIDENCE IN US!
Optometrist/Ophthalmologist | Dr. Chris Cheyne | WE ARE’ GRATEFU'LQ;R-IOUR ‘OTE&

Cheyne Eye Center | Winner

Optometrist/Ophthalmologist | Dr. Nicole Mueller | =
Granbury Eye Clinic | Runner-up ; - ~ '

Permanent Makeup Artist | Sharon Hindman |
Radiance Wellness MediSpa | Winner
Photographer | Lorrie Lynn Photography |

Lorrie Lynn | Winner

Podiatrist “Foot Doctor” | Richard M. Adams, DPM |

Family Foot Care | Winner

PR
A

i s

Ll

725 Holmes Dr. | Granbury | 8175790302

8

g -
TR

-

: .‘ = = ;’\l’: :
I Thank you Hood County for

~“""vofing us #1 bar and #1 event
| venue for 7 years in a row!

2901 Weatherford Hwy | Granbury
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(O)sTmrrseemBuRY

Every year, we eagerly anticipate the “Best of Awards” results. Receiving this honor from our-
community is incredibly meaningful to us, and we don’t take it lightly. Stumpy’s has always
been and will continue to be your local, hometown gathering place for friends and family. We
are dedicated to making Stumpy'’s the best it can be in every aspect, and we are truly grateful
for the awards we have received. It's a testament to the hard work that we put in, and we are
humbled by the fact that our Stumpy’s family
recognizes and appreciates it. The entire team
at Stumpy'’s is thankful for your support,
and we are excited about the many more
years to come of Making Granbury GREAT!

Voted #1:Tacos
S #1iCatfish
- 2 #1)BoatiRental

&
\ o

817-279-1000 LA
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WINNERSI:=:=" FIT BODY

BOOT CAMP

THE

st

Podiatrist “Foot Doctor” | Dr. Shannon Mueller, DPM |
Brazos Foot & Ankle Clinic | Runner-up
Real Estate Agent | Hayden Hall | Epique Realty | Winner

T

. Hmm*2024 Wax Studio & Esthetics

Real Estate Agent | Becky Gibson | WINNER
The EDGE Group | Runﬂer-up G'.anl,’u!v Fit Bodv Boot camp 8 é E
Veterinarian | Dr. Pamela Saliba | LaPaloma | Winner l:oll:l:ntllln“;;?hga¥l?s’ ;‘:;:i':n:te E‘sgtop IBest)Esthetician]
Veterinarian | Dr. Scott Myers | The Pet Hospital | Runner-up about lwm?_a healthy and I0News *202% [ Wetioom

] . . meaningful life. We are hon- el
Waitstaff | Firehouse Cafe | Winner ored to be voted Best of Hood

. o, . Gounty for 2024 and are so Brow & Lash Services
Waitstaff | Christina’s American Table | Runner-up grateful to our Fit Family for Scalp Therapy

taking the time to vote and Waxing

for showing up everyday for Facials
themselves and one another! MLF 8:30-7:00
(817) 243-0075 Saturday 9-2

™ - Additional hours
s available by
appointment

1509 W Pearl St,
Granbury, TX 76048
(682) 205-1169

Thank you for voting!
BEST FURNITURE STORE

fagets

MNews* 2024

WINNER

213 N. Crockett St. | wagonyard.com | (817) 573-5321
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Thank you for voting us

Best Plumber!

Justice Plumbing, LLC

4.9 W Wk k&
Based on 526 reviews ; / \

powered by Google ACCREDITED a

7N

Justice Plumbing Pﬁﬁf&

 fI(News * 2024

Serving Hood County for over 23 Years! WINNER

Family Owned & Operated Business
Same-Day & Emergency Services Available
All Our Technicians are Rinnai Certified

817-379-9779

www.justiceplumbing.com
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SERVICES PersonalHealthiCareifor
WINNERSI e

Accounting Service | Willsher & Associates, PLLC |

Winner oY

Accounting Service | Davalos Tax Service | Runner-up WZWEZWJ C. BROOKS SMITH' M.D.
Chiropractor Office | Granbury Spine and Sport Center, WW 6”,“ & Associates

Dr. Darcy Romine | Winner ’4M Family Practice
Chiropractor Office | Nolley Family Chiropractic | “"66,“ _
Runner-up Accepting Most Major Insurance Plans

Dentist Office | Berry & Berry Dental Associates | Winner

Dentist Office | West Bluff Dental Care | Runner-up 81 7.573.56

SAME-DAY

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Best of: 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 JoN _
Runner-Up: 2012 ’

C. Brooks Smith, M.D. & Associates
FAMILY PRACTICE
Paluxy Medical Plaza | 1204 Medical Plaza Ct. | Granbury

Thank you for voting us

BEST VETERINARY CLINIC 5
in 2020 | e

2027 A PITALTIE e [ HOURS

WINNER

Monday-Friday
7:30am-6:00pm

PHONE
(817) 573-5003

ADDRESS
1851 Acton Hwy

o Sy

56 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024



SATURDAY | October 26, 2024

As a Texas Rising Star Preschool, we are dedicated
to providing high-quality early childhood
education with a focus on your child’s cognitive,
social and emotional development. Owned and
operated by public school educators, our small-
town center goes above and beyond to nurture
and teach the whole child.

Our open-concept facility offers countless
opportunities for play-based learning, fostering
creativity, problem-solving and early literacy skills.
We believe in the importance of building a strong
foundation for lifelong learning, focusing on
emotional growth, language development and fine
motor skills.

At Little Rattlers, our motto, “Your Child, Our < Y 3 == - e LIl

Mission,” is a promise we fulfill daily. Our
passionate teachers provide personalized care ™
and education, ensuring every child feels ! : i | i

supported, loved and ready for future success. 1
Nr e %
= '\-#.. : ;;- o
. 5. ¥
I."r- 1 .-'-_.-

254-835-5093

Our Location
9015 W. Hwy 377 Tolar, TX 76476
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w| N N E Rs I PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Dermatologist Office | US Dermatology Partners | Winner

Dermatologist Office | Bayside Dermatology | Runner-up

Law Firm | Melinda Owens Law Firm, PLLC | Winner

Law Firm | The Kuban Firm, PLLC | Runner-up

Massage Therapy Clinic | Granbury Massage

Center | Winner

Massage Therapy Clinic | Granbury Massage & Wellness |
Runner-up

Bat;

_News *2024

RUNNER-UP

Thank you Granbury and Hood Cou
— for voting us the Best!

- Thank you
: for
your support!

we are open on the first and third Saturdays of the month

M-F 10-6 * Sat10-4 | 817.578.3131 | 1450 E. Hwy 377

We’re licensed to kill!

817-233-9445 | safeguardpest@sbcglobal.net
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DR. ALEXANDER SMITH
310 W. Bluff St. | Granbury, TX 76048 | 817-573-2652 | www.westhluffdentalcare.com

THANK YOU!

' DENTAL CARE

- For Your Support and

= Trust in voting us as

F5 s one of the Best of Hood
: County 2024

Dentist Dentist
Office

RUNNER-UP

News *202% &8

 BRAZOSRIVER
/OVERHEADIDOORS

817/579-6001

i
e | s e
-
T =
T --
| -

AMARR V.I._STA

—= \ETERAN OWNED Amarr, LiftMaster
2012 Southwest Parkway, Granbury, TX
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
Med Spa | Proven Aesthetics Med Spa | Winner
Med Spa | Radiance Wellness Spa | Runner-up

Medical Clinic | Turk Express Care | Winner

Medical Clinic | Smith MD & Associates, Dr. C. Brooks Smith
| Runner-up

Podiatrist “Foot Doctor” Office |

Family Foot Care | Winner

Podiatrist “Foot Doctor” Office | Brazos Foot &
Ankle Clinic | Runner-up

THANK YOU FOR
g S SUPPORTING THE
'GRANBURY THEATRE
¥ COMPANY
= JAND THE |

.-G‘RMURW OPERA HOUSE

IR R L

60 | Best o Hoodcounty 2024

Thank you everyone who voted for us AGAIN!

Whyashopithelrest,
MmZu‘.;'u&M
best:|

HNews * 2024

RUNNER-UP

202"

WINNER

www.granburytheatrecompany.org | 817.579.0952
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BEST ATTORNEY
BEST LAW FIRM

2019-2024

1023 West Pearl Street, Granbury, Texas (682) 936-4005 www.melindaowenslaw.com
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THANK YOU
FOR VOTING US #1

Thousands of Wines ¢ Hard-to-Find Spirits
Hundreds of Craft Beers ¢ Texas Family-Owned Since 1962
Lower Prices ¢ Bigger Selection

SPEC’S

WINES - SPIRITS - FINER FOODS

1150 E HWY 377 « (817) 579-9103
SPECSONLINE.COM

Clheera to Savings!"

BERRY
WEALTH % GROUP

PROUD 1O BE - i
ONE OF THE BEST' SININNISIININI (@

AS BIG AS TEXAS ITSELF.

Call 817.573.9595
for a Free Consultation.

Michelle Berry, CFP®

Certified Financial Planner
Runner Up

BerryWG.com

Berry Wealth Group, LP is a registered investment advisor.
Michelle Berry was awarded “Best of Hood County, Certified Financial Planner, Runner Up” on September 24th, 2024 for the 2024 calendar year. The Best of Hood County award is created
by Hood County News and is awarded based on votes submitted by readers of Hood County News. No compensation was provided to accept or be considered for this award.
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GranburyLive.com

I N N E R I PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

_/_/_.f“mﬁx 1-800-340-9703
[‘ GIFT CARDS
AVAILABLE Surgical Center | Baylor Scott & White Surgicare -
Granbury | Winner
THAN K You Surgical Center | Lakeside Physicians - General Surgery |

FORVOTING US Runner_up

_ENTIIE;IE?;I.II.INVI\EENT Travel Agency | Daydream Vacations | Winner

TU R K )= Travel Agency | Cruise Planners, Delani Lemons | Runner-up
: — (V) Veterinarian Clinic | The Pet Hospital of

— Granbury | Winner

Veterinarian Clinic | Granbury Animal Clinic | Runner-up

Wellness Clinic | World Wide Naturopathic

Health Service | Winner

Wellness Clinic | New Life Health and
Concierge | Runner-up

est
=

WINNER

Thank you for voting
Best Of 2024

— ]

(682) 258-1903
turkexpresscare.com

THANK YOU TO THE WONDERFUL
RESIDENTS OF GRANBURY AND
HOOD COUNTY!

WE ARE TRULY HONORED TO
RECEIVE THIS AWARD FOR THE
THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR

817-243-8218

aplusroofingtx.com

RUNNER-UP
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Thank You For Voting Us:

*1 Margarita, Chicken Fried Stealk,

Sfeak Happy Hour & Catering
ST - e - 6

-

As a thank you, we’ll be oﬂering
$4 House Margaritas
on Wednesday, October 30th

= u,,:'ZI:)I L P‘,ﬁ&,‘w Lakeside Dining at its Best!

Grilled Steaks &eBa < iNews x2024 919 E. Pearl St Granbury, TX
817-579-9113 e www.mesquitepit.com
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