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Director of Public Works Chester Nolen speaks to the council 
about a construction update for the East Wastewater Treatment 
Plant during a regularly scheduled meeting Sept. 17.
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ABOVE: World War II 
fighter pilot Charles 
Baldwin, pictured 
with his great-
granddaughter Charley 
May, right before 
his birthday flight in 
February of this year.

RIGHT: Charles Baldwin 
gives a thumbs up 

and a grin during his 
flight of the AT-6 Texan 

at the Vintage Flying 
Museum in Fort Worth 

in February.
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Baldwin, a cherished 
community icon and 
AVIVA Granbury resi-
dent, passed away Aug. 
27 — just five months 
shy of his 103rd 
birthday.

Though he will 
be deeply missed, 
Baldwin’s extraordi-
nary life was defined by 
courage, commitment 
and an unwavering zest 
for adventure.

BORN TO FLY
Born Jan. 27, 1922, 

in Clarendon, Baldwin 
grew up in Artesia, New 
Mexico before spending 
around 20 years — both 
active and reserve — 
in the Army Air Corps 
(before it was called Air 
Force).

As a fighter pilot, 
Baldwin flew P-47 
Thunderbolts during 
World War II in Europe, 

serving in a total of 51 
missions during his ac-
tive duty.

In a previous inter-
view with the HCN, 
Baldwin revealed that 
his best friend also de-
sired to fly in the mili-
tary, but ended up join-
ing the National Guard 
instead, along with sev-
eral of their high school 
classmates.

“It was kind of a 
thing to do back then, 
when you graduated 
high school,” he previ-
ously explained. “A lot 
of guys would join the 
National Guard in or-
der to get a little extra 
income.”

Unfortunately, the 

F
orever the aviator, World War II 
Air Force fighter pilot Charles 
Baldwin is now navigating the 
celestial skies — soaring through 

the clouds of heaven as he embarks on 
his eternal journey among the stars.
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City extends 
moratorium 
through 
October 2025

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

After three years of stringent building restrictions, the 
city of Granbury has officially declared the city-wide mora-
torium will continue for at least another year.

During a regularly scheduled meeting Tuesday, the 
Granbury City Council voted unanimously to extend the 
city’s current moratorium within the central, western and 
eastern corporate city limits and extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion through Oct. 4, 2025.

A moratorium — meaning a temporary ban — was first 
enacted for new development in the eastern part of the city 
in December 2020, when there was a delay in building the 
second wastewater treatment plant caused by protests of 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality permit 
application.

In September 2022, TCEQ commissioners sent the dis-
pute to the State Office of Administrative Hearings for a 
contested case hearing, according to a previous article in 
the Hood County News. TCEQ unanimously approved the 
city’s wastewater permit request Oct. 5, 2022.

In October 2021, city officials made the moratorium city-
wide due to growth in other parts of the city and because 
the current wastewater treatment plant was reaching ca-
pacity. Although upgrades were made to that facility, city 
officials say that its’ capacity cannot be expanded.

The project includes upgrades to the existing treatment 
plant and various improvements to the wastewater col-
lection system. While the south plant upgrades have been 
completed, the new East WWTP has now officially started 
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From lead to red
City continues to address 
water quality issues 
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Last month, the City of Granbury announced that 22 wa-
ter samples collected in March showed elevated lead levels. 
Although the situation has since improved, a new concern 
has recently emerged in local neighborhoods.

The Granbury City Council unanimously approved a 
$105,000 Water Main Replacement Project for residents 
who live on Elizabeth Street and Penrod Boulevard to ad-
dress a water discoloration issue.

During the meeting, City Manager Chris Coffman ex-
plained that recent concerns prompted by high lead levels 
in the water supply have highlighted ongoing issues in 
certain neighborhoods. He noted that some residents have 
reported reddish water, which can be traced back to aging 
cast iron water pipes, likely connected with lead solder that 
dates back 70 to 90 years. 

“Those pipes are old, and so we proposed to move for-
ward to exchange those and put in new pipes,” he ex-
plained. “In the meantime, we’ve been flushing the fire hy-
drants on those lines on a regular basis to keep the rust, or 
what’s apparent to be rust, out of the pipes.”

Coffman stated that while the pipe remains structurally 
intact, the treatment materials used in the water supply 
interact with the cast iron, resulting in a reddish tint to the 
water — which is not suitable for washing clothes. He said 
while the water is safe to drink, it does have an unsight-
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS
CHAMBER NEWS

RIBBON CUTTINGS

Ribbon Cuttings: Celebrating business success 
with the Granbury Chamber of Commerce
By The Granbury  
Chamber of Commerce

In Granbury, business mile-
stones are celebrated as commu-
nity achievements. The Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce proudly 
marks these moments through rib-
bon-cutting ceremonies, whether 
it’s for grand openings, expansions, 
relocations or anniversaries. These 
events are designed to help busi-
nesses connect with the communi-
ty and gain valuable exposure.

MORE THAN A RIBBON SNIP
Ribbon cuttings in Granbury rep-

resent more than just the opening 
of a business. They symbolize the 
heartbeat of the town’s thriving 
business environment. As part of 
the Chamber’s ongoing efforts to 
support local entrepreneurs, rib-
bon cuttings foster community 
spirit and camaraderie among busi-

ness owners, residents, and local 
leaders.

WHY HOST A RIBBON CUTTING?
Ribbon cuttings offer a unique 

chance to make a lasting impres-
sion and engage with the com-
munity. Whether launching a new 
business, relocating, rebranding 
or celebrating years of success, 
a ribbon cutting brings attention 
to your achievements. With the 
chamber’s promotion across so-

cial media, weekly e-newsletters, 
and mentions in The Hood County 
News, your business gains broad 
visibility.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony pro-
vides an opportunity to:
 Boost publicity: The chamber 

promotes each event to a wide au-
dience of members, media outlets 
and the local community, ensuring 
your business gains attention.
 Build community connections: 

Attended by chamber members, lo-

cal officials and residents, ribbon 
cuttings offer valuable networking 
opportunities.
 Celebrate milestones: Whether 

it’s a grand opening or a significant 
anniversary, ribbon cuttings mark 
progress and success.

HOW TO SCHEDULE  
A RIBBON CUTTING

Scheduling a ribbon cutting with 
the Granbury Chamber is easy:

1. Submit your request: Visit 
www.granburychamber.com, email 
info@granburychamber.com or call 
817-573-1622 to fill out the Ribbon 
Cutting Request Form.

2. Confirm the date: A chamber 
representative will help finalize 
the details, including the date, time 
and location.

3. Promote the event: The cham-
ber will promote your ribbon cut-
ting through its social media chan-

nels, newsletters and website. The 
chamber also provides a ribbon, 
scissors and chamber representa-
tives to officiate.

CELEBRATE YOUR SUCCESS WITH US
The Granbury Chamber of 

Commerce uses ribbon cuttings to 
draw attention to new businesses, 
encourage economic growth and 
inspire residents to support lo-
cal entrepreneurs. By attending 
these events, the community can 
show its support and contribute to 
Granbury’s continued success.

In essence, ribbon cuttings in 
Granbury reflect progress, com-
munity spirit and the endless 
possibilities ahead for local busi-
nesses. They are a reminder of 
why Granbury is known as the 
“Celebration Capital of Texas” and 
represent the town’s lively, wel-
coming atmosphere.

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
FAR LEFT: New Member Spotlight: Pinnacle Performance Care, LLC. 
Pinnacle Performance care was established to bring innovative, non-
invasive and drug free therapies to you to help our community reach 
their pinnacle of performance. Our specialties are Pulsed Electro-
Magnetic Field Therapy (PEMF), IV Vitamin Therapy, IV Ozone Therapy. 
Weight Loss Management, Ret Light Therapy, Brain Tap and Concierge 
mobile services. Thank you for joining the Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce!

LEFT: New Member Spotlight: Lonestar Roofing and Restoration 
LLC. “Guided byintegrity and dedication to transparency, we’ve 
assembled a team of skilled professionals who share our values 
and work tirelessly to exceed expectations as your choice for local 
roofing contractors.” Lonestar Roofing and Restoration is more than a 
company; it’s a promise of trust, reliability, and a lasting partnership 
for all your roofing needs. Thank you for joining the Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce!
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TX HOP CLUB- Texas House of Pickleball Club.

COURTESY GRAPHICS Hood County Senior Center- 25th Birthday! 
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From Staff Reports

Recent drinking water 
tests conducted in Granbury 
now show no elevated lead 
levels, following previous 
concerns that some samples 
had contained higher lead 
concentrations.

Last month, the City of 
Granbury reported that 
while most of the 60 wa-
ter samples collected in 
March were below the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s action level for 
lead, 22 samples did show 
elevated lead levels.

The city previously ex-
plained that lead can enter 
drinking water primar-
ily due to the corrosion or 
wearing away of materi-
als containing lead in the 
water distribution system 
or household plumbing in 
older homes.

On Sept. 12, however, 
the city received updated 
results from tests conduct-

ed in early August at the 
same 60 locations, which 
now reveal that none of the 

samples exceeded the EPA’s 
lead limits.

The city states that it 

regularly tests its drinking 
water and will continue to 
do so.

Over my 68-plus years of 
living, I have learned that 
people’s perceptions about 
life are largely based on 
their own personal experi-
ences. It is from those expe-
riences their opinions and 
judgements are formed. 
Rare indeed is it to find a 
person who, prior to form-
ing an opinion, can look 
beyond their own life and 
consider the knowledge or 
experience others might 
have. 

It is somewhat humorous 
to picture a situation where 
someone who has never 
lived outside of a New York 
City zip code has a strong 

opinion on farm or ranch 
policies in Texas, especially 
when they would not know 
the difference between a 
steer and a bull! It is just as 
true when someone from a 
small town in West Texas 
begins to express strong 
opinions about life in in-
terurban Detroit and the 
struggles experienced by 
those who live there. I have 
serious doubts that some-
one from Wellington, Texas 
has any real idea of what it 
is like to live in the inner city 
of a large metropolitan area, 
any more than the New York 
City dweller knows about 
steers and heifers. Without 

knowledge, it is impossible 
to make informed decisions.

Does this mean we need to 
forego creating an opinion 
about things beyond our im-
mediate world? Of course 
not, but it should impose 
upon us a recognition to 
stop, gather information 
and consider what experi-
ences and knowledge some-
one else might share before 
we become so opinionated 
and headstrong. People gen-
erally do not fail to address 
pressing problems because 
of indifference but rather, 
they find themselves in cir-
cumstances beyond their 
control where they do not 
possess the resources to ef-
fectively meet the situation. 

Some years ago, during 
Hurricane Katrina, I was 
working with a man who 
had lived his whole life 
in Highland Park. He had 
grown up there, attended 
school there, went to col-
lege at Southern Methodist 

University and stayed in 
Highland Park to work and 
live his life. Reports started 
coming out of New Orleans 
that the city was being 
evacuated due to Katrina’s 
devasting effects and the 
problems associated with 
moving a large contingent 
of people, especially people 
from economically chal-
lenged areas. 

My friend was very puz-
zled. This was a kind and 
caring man, a Christian man, 
but he looked at me square 
in the eye with his face full 
of bewilderment and said, 
“why don’t those folks get 
in their cars and drive a 
couple a hundred miles to 
a hotel and stay there until 
this thing blows over?” I had 
to explain to my friend that 
many of the soon-to-be-dis-
enfranchised did not have 
cars, nor did they have the 
resources to pay for a hotel 
or to eat out for what could 
be weeks or even months. 

My friend was so unaware 
because in “his world,” 
something like a history-
making hurricane would 
not have been nearly as big 
an issue. He had options 
and solutions to many of 
the problems a hurricane 
might present and he as-
sumed others had the same 
options and choices he had. 
He formed a judgement 
without understanding the 
facts or the circumstances. 
He had never lived in the 
2nd Ward in New Orleans, 
and he had no idea what life 
there was like, or the daily 
obstacles residents had to 
overcome.

Wouldn’t it be nice to stop 
the rush to judgment and 
instead of forming an im-
mediate opinion about an 
issue, reflect and learn from 
others? Shutting our mouths 
and opening our ears to hear 
what others are saying and 
why they are saying it, might 
just help us to formulate a 

stance that is measured and 
purposeful rather than judg-
mental and flippant. 

The world is full of prob-
lems, some we all share, 
and some that are specific 
to a location or a group of 
people. The one thing we all 
have which is universal, is 
the ability to be compassion-
ate, understanding and to 
ask questions and seek solu-
tions instead of jumping to 
place blame. 

Solve the problem and the 
credit can be painted across 
a broad canvas. 

Blaming and criticizing 
has never solved anything, 
it only makes the solution 
harder to come by.

Remember that when you 
cast your vote.

Thought for the day: “The 
superior man blames him-
self, the inferior man blames 
others.” —Coach Don Shula

Until next time … I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out!

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Looking through the prism of another person’s life
Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.  
sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

BY SAM HOUSTON

COURTESY PHOTO

Mary Flores

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Mary Flores!

Mary and her husband, Aniceto, fell in love with our 
beautiful square and moved to Hood County in August 
2000. The couple is blessed with three wonderful chil-
dren, two grandchildren, and a great son-in-law. Our 
community felt alive and very active for the Flores fam-
ily. Mary said “What I love most about Hood County is 
because of the love this community shares with each 
other. This community supports the needs of our citi-
zens.” Mary’s heart and passion has been advocating for 
battered women (or men), abused children, and teens. 
She enjoys volunteering and is on The Salvation Army 
of Hood County Texas, Extension Unit board. She com-
mends the Hood County News, her local newspaper, for 
the support and awareness they bring to our citizens 
about domestic violence. Always connecting the help and 
resources to our community is very important to Mary. 
She has been employed at the Hood County Sheriff’s 
Office for almost nine years as the crime victim liaison 
and is also the director of the GAP Program, a mentor-
ing program for foster teens. Balancing family, work, and 
community service is a lot and easily fills Mary’s calendar, 
but this gal’s hobby is working in her flower garden and 
building things with leftover lumber.
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Sons of the Republic of Texas to 
commemorate 2024 Texian Navy Day

New city water tests reveal no elevated lead levels

COURTESY PHOTO BY ALAN, ADOBESTOCK.COM

Recent drinking water tests conducted in Granbury now show no elevated lead levels, following 
previous concerns that some samples had contained higher lead concentrations.

From Staff Reports

The Sons of the Republic 
of Texas announced the cel-
ebration of the 2024 Texian 
Navy Day will be Saturday, 
Sept. 21, at the historic 
San Jacinto Battleground 
Monument.

The annual event, es-
tablished by the Texas 
Legislature in 2005, hon-
ors the vital contributions 
of the Texas Navy during 
the fight for Texas inde-
pendence. The ceremony 
will begin at 10 a.m. at One 
Monument Circle in La 
Porte, with a full program of 
activities paying tribute to 
those who served at sea to 
secure Texas’ freedom.

This year’s keynote ad-
dress will be delivered 
by Dr. Gregg Dimmick, a 
retired pediatrician and 

avocational archaeologist. 
Dr. Dimmick, a graduate of 
Texas A&M University and 
the University of Nebraska 
Medical School, has coau-
thored significant archae-
ological reports on the 
Mexican army’s retreat after 
the Battle of San Jacinto. He 
is the author of “Sea of Mud: 
The Retreat of the Mexican 
Army After San Jacinto” and 
has contributed to the field 
of Texas history through his 
research and publications.

The event will com-
mence at 9:30 a.m. with 
a musical prelude by the 
Deer Park High School 
Orchestra, followed by a 
formal program that in-
cludes the presentation of 
colors, special proclama-
tions and a wreath-laying 
ceremony. Distinguished 

guests, including repre-
sentatives from the Texas 
Navy Association, the Texas 
Historical Commission 
and the Battleship Texas 
Foundation, will be in atten-
dance to honor the legacy of 
the Texian Navy.

Program highlights 
include:
 Musical prelude: Deer 

Park High School Orchestra
 Welcome address: 

Robyn Davis, chairman, 
Texian Navy Day Committee
 Keynote speaker: Dr. 

Gregg Dimmick, author and 
archaeologist
 Special proclamations: 

Recognitions by the gover-
nor of Texas and local city 
mayors
 Laying of the memo-

rial wreath: Led by Devin 
Lindsey, president general 

of SRT
Sailor of the Year Awards 

include Bobby Miller, presi-
dent of the SRT, San Jacinto 
Chapter; Antonio Cerda III, 
president of the Erastus 
Deaf Smith Chapter; Bart 
Dawson, past president of 
the Sam Houston Chapter.

The SRT is an organiza-
tion composed of direct 
lineal descendants of indi-
viduals who settled in the 
Republic of Texas before 
Feb. 19, 1846. Founded in 
April 1893 and incorporat-
ed as a nonprofit in 1934, 
the SRT honors the heritage 
and contributions of early 
Texans.

For further information, 
contact The Sons of the 
Republic of Texas by phone 
at 979-245-6644 or by email 
at aa-srt@son-rep-texas.net.
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The Granbury City Council 
officially designated Sept. 28 
as Granbury Woman’s Club 
National Day of Service dur-
ing a regularly scheduled 
meeting Sept. 17. This proc-
lamation is in honor of the 
organization’s commitment 
to fighting food insecurity 
within the community.

According to the city’s 
proclamation, read by 
Place 2 Councilman Eddie 
Rodriquez, this announce-
ment coincides with the 

General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs’ designation 
of the same day as a National 
Day of Service, in which all 
members come together to 
raise awareness about food 
insecurity and take action.

The General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs is a 133-year-
old international organiza-
tion with more than 60,000 
members dedicated to 
community improvement 
through volunteer service.

As an active member of the 
organization — and to honor 
the National Day of Service 
— the Granbury Woman’s 
Club will support Mission 

Granbury, Neighbors Feeding 
Neighbors and other local 
groups Saturday, Sept. 28, to 
provide meals, nonperish-
able food and food kits for 

those with food insecurities.
To highlight this endeav-

or, Mayor Jim Jarratt and 
other members of the city 
council proclaimed Sept. 

28 Granbury Woman’s Club 
National Day of Service to 
battle food insecurity in 
Granbury.

CALENDARCALENDAR

TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS
 Information should be 

submitted at least two 
weeks prior to the event 
for consideration. The 
Community Calendar is 
a free listing in the Hood 
County News to inform 
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should 
be open to the public 
and free to attend. Email 
the who, what, when and 
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street 
address for the location. 
The topic for the meeting, 
program or guest speaker 
must be included. Email to: 
calendar@hcnews.com. 
Calendar information 
runs in chronological 
order as space  
is available. 

HCNEWS.COM

ONGOING
FORWARD TRAINING 

Center “Beginner Typing 
Skills” class. Call 817-573-
6677 or email info@for-
wardtrainingcenter.org

THE GRANBURY Doll Club 
is looking for docents and 
volunteers on Fridays and 
Saturdays. Call 817-894-
5194.

GRANBURY QUILT Guild 
Raffle for “Jane Austin” quilt, 
80-inches x 100-inches. 
Tickets are $1 each or $5 for 
six. Tickets available from 
all Quilt Guild members. 
Drawing Oct. 21, need not 
be present to win. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21
THORP SPRING Cemetery 

Association Annual Meet-
ing from 10-11 a.m. at the 
Thorp Spring Church of 
Christ. If you have questions 
call 817-901-5568 or 817-
905-5725.

OPEN PANTRY Drive-thru 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 910 
Paluxy Road, behind South-
side Baptist Church.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 28
TEXAS DEMOCRATIC 

Women of Hood County 
Annual Luncheon. Guest 
speaker: Holly Taylor, Dem-
ocratic candidate for presid-
ing judge of the Texas Court 
of Criminal Appeals, Place 
1. Silent auction. 11 a.m. 
DeCordova Bend Estates 
Country Club. $40, with pro-
ceeds benefiting local high 
school scholarships and 
candidates. Details: 254-
716-5195.

ROCKS ALIVE! at Acton 
Nature Center from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Free, open 
to the public and family 
friendly. Educational and 
fun interactive exhibits 
and children’s activities 
about the essential nonliv-
ing parts of ecosystems: 
rocks, soil, water (on and 
below the surface), weather, 
fossils and more. 6900 
Smoky Hill Court, Granbury. 
Questions? Melody Holm 
mholm@riobrazosmn.org, 
303-349-5531.

MONDAY, SEPT. 30
HOOD COUNTY Master 

Thoroughfare Planning 
workshop 6-8 p.m. at the 
Emergency Operations 
Center, 401 Deputy Larry 
Miller Dr., Granbury. For 
more information contact 
817-408-2515.

TUESDAY, OCT. 1
OPERA GUILD of Gran-

bury monthly meeting/
luncheon at DeCordova 
Country Club, 5301 Country 
Club Drive. 10 a.m.: social/
check-in; 11 a.m.: entertain-
ment — Papa Yodelgoat 
(aka Jim Johnston) with the 
“Me, Myself and I” orches-
tra. Short business meeting: 
11:30 a.m. Optional lunch 
($18) at noon: Reservations 
required by Friday, Sept. 
27, contact granburyog@
gmail.com or 817-776-2898. 
New members: general 
membership, single $25, 
joint or business member-
ship $35. 

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Granbury City Council issued a proclamation during its regular meeting Tuesday night, declaring Sept. 27-29 as Camp Fire Camp El Tesoro 90th Anniversary Celebration 
Days. Established in 1934, Camp Fire Camp El Tesoro has been an integral part of the Granbury community, providing a nurturing and educational environment where 
generations of young people have connected with nature and developed essential life skills.

City Council issues proclamation declaring Sept. 27-29 as  
Camp Fire Camp El Tesoro 90th Anniversary Celebration Days

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Granbury City Council officially designated Sept. 28 as Granbury Woman’s Club National Day 
of Service during a regularly scheduled meeting Sept. 17. This proclamation is in honor of the 
organization’s commitment to fighting food insecurity within the community.

City proclaims Sept. 28 
Granbury Woman’s Club 
National Day of Service

ly color and a minor taste 
change.

“We’ve got red (water) com-
ing out to this lady’s house 
where she can’t wash white 
clothes,” Coffman said. 
“We’ve offered to provide 
bottled water; she did de-
cline that, but we’re trying to 
address the problem in the 
neighborhood.”

Coffman explained that 
while the problem on 
Elizabeth Street has been 
a pervasive issue for quite 
some time, the main con-
cern currently lies with 
Penrod Boulevard. He added 
that crews are currently in 
the process of replacing 
about 400 feet of pipeline 
downtown using city labor. 
However, he acknowledged 
the project is too large to 
handle in-house, which is 
why they are seeking to hire 
an engineer and put the proj-
ect out for bid to determine 

the costs.
He remarked that the proj-

ect involves approximately 
2,500 feet of piping, which 
will be costly. He said while 
the engineering costs will be 
about $100,000, he explained 
that the total project could 
reach around a million dol-
lars or more due to rising 
construction expenses.

Additionally, Coffman not-
ed that the city is preparing 

for a new mandate regard-
ing lead and copper testing, 
which is the reason for the 
recent lead assessments.

He added that the same 
homes were retested for lead, 
and while the initial results 
indicated elevated levels, the 
follow-up testing revealed 
only minimal traces of lead.

“There’s something going 
on with the testing lab, or 
something was contaminated 

in the bottles or something, 
because we’ve never had a 
lead test with those kind of 
results in the past,” Coffman 
explained. “So, we will be 
testing those same proper-
ties again in the next quarter, 
and I’m expecting to see the 
same good results again.” 

Place 6 Councilman Greg 
Corrigan made a motion 
to approve the Water Main 
Replacement Project totaling 

$105,000. A budget amend-
ment utilizing surplus water 
revenues in the City’s utility 
fund will cover the expense. 
Following a second from 
Place 4 Councilmember Skip 
Overdier, the motion passed 
unanimously. Mayor Pro 
Tem Steven Vale and Place 
3 Councilmember Bruce 
Wadley were absent during 
the meeting.

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
City Manager Chris Coffman addresses a neighborhood concern regarding water discoloration, during a regularly scheduled Granbury City 
Council meeting Sept. 17.

WATER
FROM PAGE A1

construction.
“We’re all aware that our 

city is under a moratorium,” 
City Manager Chris Coffman 
explained during the meet-
ing. “This was initially passed 
back in 2020, and our current 
moratorium will expire on 
Oct. 4, 2024, so we’re ask-
ing to renew this for another 
year through this ordinance 
... I will tell you that the con-

struction of the new plant is 
coming along, and they’re do-
ing a great job.”

According to the agenda 
report, even though the city 
is moving forward as quickly 
as possible to implement the 
project improvements, city 
officials believe it’s necessary 
to extend the moratorium 
through next year in order 
to meet TCEQ requirements 
on maintaining plant capaci-
ties. Once the East WWTP is 

CITY
FROM PAGE A1
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ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Granbury City Council unanimously voted Tuesday night to extend the city’s current moratorium 
within the central, western and eastern corporate city limits and extraterritorial jurisdiction through 
Oct. 4, 2025.
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Friends of Memorial Lane honored those who lost their lives Sept. 11, 2001, when it hosted a moving ceremony Wednesday, Sept. 11 at The Jim Burks Firefighters Memorial Park. Retired Fort Worth police officer 
William “WINKY” Hix, a special guest, represented Fort Worth’s branch of the Tunnel to Towers charity, known for providing mortgage-free homes to families of fallen first responders. Hix brought a relic from the 
fallen Twin Towers of the World Trade Center for everyone to reflect upon.

WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER 9/11/01
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On Saturday, Sept. 14, there was a big celebration at the Hood County Senior Center. Along with the annual Step Up 4 Seniors Walk, there was also a celebration for the 25th anniversary of the Senior Center 
building at 501 Moore St. The center has been serving local seniors since 1977. Supporters came together to fight against senior isolation and food insecurity, donate blood, and enjoy some treats and live music, 
followed by the building’s 25th birthday ribbon cutting.

STEP UP 4 SENIORS AND SO MUCH MORE!
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Ike and Trisha Thomas welcome hundreds of guests to hear live 
music at Granbury Live.

BRIDGE STREET HISTORY CENTER

Granbury Live

W
hether you are a long-time resident 
of Granbury or a relative newcomer, 
three phenomena quickly become 
apparent: the emphasis on historical 

preservation, the ever-growing housing develop-
ment largely due to Lake Granbury, and finally, the 
tremendous amount of tourism for a small Central 
Texas town.

Our city is graced with two vibrant and successful live 
entertainment venues right on the Granbury Square — the 
venerable Granbury Opera House and its younger sibling, 
the uniquely charming Granbury Live theater. Both serve as 
potent magnets to encourage tourists to come, dine, shop 
and stay. While the Opera House is now owned by the City of 
Granbury, Granbury Live has always been a private enterprise. 
It is now owned and operated by the Thomas family, led by 
Ike and Trisha Thomas, along with their sons Ryan and Justin.

A recent, excellent article by Lauren Davis in the Hood 
County News described the history of the historic buildings 
that house Granbury Live and the adjoining Celebration Hall. 
Tom McRae, a visionary promoter, opened the Great Race 
Museum and Granbury Live in 1999 and operated them until 
2005. After Tom’s sudden death in a motorcycle accident, the 
venue continued under various management until closing in 
2011. The theater actually hosted the Granbury Opera pro-
ductions for a year during the latest renovation of the Opera 
House before the Thomases stepped in to buy the two build-
ings in October 2013. Under their stewardship, the upstairs 
apartment Tom McRae had anointed as “UpTop Ranch” was 
converted to the Thomas Group corporate headquarters, and 
the downstairs music venue began a further evolution.

Under the McRaes, Granbury Live had operated as a fam-
ily-oriented production with a house troupe of local talent. 
However, with the gradual loss of key members, the venue 
saw a decline in attendance. When the Thomases took over, 
they brought a fresh perspective and a new philosophy to the 
table, marking a significant turning point for Granbury Live. 
Their innovative approach and dedication have led to a suc-
cessful new direction for the theater, bringing hope and opti-
mism for its future.

Using the managerial talents of Sam Houston (now the 
esteemed editor of HCN) and Kishla Hackler, Granbury Live 
began to feature tribute bands from the DFW area. These 
acts covered hit songs from many types of popular music, 
from country to hard rock, with a few crooners thrown in. 
Hackler and the Thomases were ahead of the times, as the 
tribute band concept was still early, and the pool of choices 
was much smaller than is currently available. Therefore, they 
also reached out to some older country stars who were ready 
to slow down, cut their overhead and play smaller venues. 
Happily, these shows often sold out, and the performers en-
joyed the crowds, the efficient, congenial management, and 
Granbury’s charm so much that they have returned regularly.

In recent years, tribute bands have gained popularity across 
the country, and Granbury Live has been at the forefront of 
this trend. With a larger pool of talent to choose from, Hackler 
has successfully booked groups from all over the country, at-
tracting popular acts that return repeatedly and continue to 
sell out. This success has not only enhanced the venue’s repu-
tation but also enticed more visitors to our historic town.

Billed as “the most intimate venue in Texas,” the viewing ex-
perience for the audience at a Granbury Live performance is 
impressive since the back-row seats are less than 50 feet from 
the front of the stage! With the cozy seating, very reasonable 
ticket pricing, and a BYOB drink policy, the average age of the 
audience continues to grow younger.

As ticket prices to large venue concerts by famous singers 
and bands continue to skyrocket, more people have come to 
realize what a fantastic opportunity the quality tribute bands 
offer. These performers are not just talented; they are profes-
sional and highly skilled. Their performances copy subtle nu-
ances of the real band so well that a listener with closed eyes 
would swear he (she) was hearing the original artists. Many of 
the tribute artists go a step further and actually look like their 
counterparts.

In short, Ike Thomas, Trisha Thomas and Kishla Hackler 
have created an excellent complement and alternative to the 
Opera House slate of popular plays and musicals. Granbury 
Live remains our city’s premier destination for live music on 
three nights every weekend. If you haven’t visited a perfor-
mance there, save time, gas and money and check out a show. 
Get ready to be pleasantly surprised by the show’s affordabil-
ity and quality. Very likely, you will become a regular attend-
ee, too.

THE PAPER YOU LOVE, BROUGHT TO LIFE IN PRINT, ON YOUR DESKTOP, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE

National Guard unit from 
his town was sent to the 
Philippines, where they 
were captured and forced 
to participate in the Bataan 
Death March. The Bataan 
Death March forced between 
60,0000 and 80,000 Filipino 
and American prisoners of 
war to march through the 
Philippines along a 65-mile 
route.

“They sent them to the 
Philippines before the war 
ever started, so they were 
there when the shooting 
started,” Baldwin had said. 
“Of course, they were all ei-
ther killed or captured.”

His best friend, Baldwin 
said, was “one of the lucky 
ones” who made it through 
the Japanese prison camp.

“After the war, he fortu-
nately made it back and I 
was talking to him one day,” 
Baldwin had said, remi-
niscing. “I said, ‘Doug, you 
wanted to fly so bad. Did 
you ever wish you’d done 
that instead of joining the 
National Guard?’ After going 
through the hell of Japanese 
prison camps and all he had 
to tolerate over there, he 
said no. He said, ‘I’d do the 
same thing all over because 
this way, I made it back,’ and 
I thought, ‘What a wonder-
ful philosophy for anything 
that comes up in our lives.’”

Following his time in ac-
tive duty, Baldwin joined 
a clothing business with 
his father. They remained 
in business until the shop 
closed in 1964 and Baldwin 
moved to Lamesa with his 
high school sweetheart and 
wife, Peggy.

“My wife and I dated in 
high school,” Baldwin had 
explained. “She was a fresh-
man, and I was a senior, and 
after I went off to college, 
well, that kind of cooled off, 
but the spark was still there. 
When I came back from ser-
vice, we just picked up right 
where we left off — and the 
rest is history.”

They had three children 
together: Judy, Rick and 
Russ, and were married 
for almost 60 years until 
Peggy’s death in 2005.

“She was a wife in every 
sense of the word,” Baldwin 
previously told the HCN. 
“She was a wonderful wom-
an. I give her credit for rais-
ing these kids, really.”

He wasn’t expecting to 
find a second chance at hap-
piness, though.

SECOND CHANCE AT LOVE
“I wasn’t looking for a 

mate or anything,” Baldwin 
had said. “We (Peggy and I) 
always talked about it, that 
if one of us passed away, 
we’d hope the other would 
find another mate. I wasn’t 
looking. I was perfectly 
happy, but then I met this 
woman.”

He was attending a school 
reunion at Lamesa and 
was talking with a group of 
classmates, when someone 
mistakenly called a woman, 
Myrna, by the wrong last 
name, as her husband had 
since passed away.

She responded that she 
would answer to any name, 
to which Baldwin spontane-
ously replied, “What about 

Baldwin?”
“I didn’t say it, but it came 

out of my mouth,” he had 
said, chuckling. “God said it. 
But she said, ‘That sounds 
like a pretty good name.’”

Baldwin’s daughter, Judy 
Brooks said her dad had told 
her about seeing Myrna at 
the reunion and that he de-
scribed her as being a “cute 
little thing.”

“I said, ‘Well, dad, may-
be you ought to go up to 
Lubbock and call her,’” 
Brooks said, reminiscing. 
“And he goes, ‘I’m afraid I 
might get something started 
if I do that.’”

Baldwin eventually lis-
tened to his daughter’s 
words of wisdom and asked 
Myrna out on a dinner date 
where they split a rack of 
baby back ribs.

“It was just so nice and 
wonderful, and it just fit,” 
Baldwin had said. “As much 

as I love Peggy — which I did 
love her so dearly — I never 
dreamed I could ever really 
be in love with anybody else. 
But it happened. God had a 
hand in that.”

Brooks said her dad lov-
ingly cared for Myrna when 
her health started to decline 
until about a year ago, when 
she moved to Mineral Wells 
to be closer to her daughter.

“She needed a greater lev-
el of care, but my husband, 
Michael, continued to take 
dad to see Myrna,” she said. 
“He loved her. It was really 
sweet. Our families were 
both really grateful that 
they found each other.”

Brooks said Baldwin also 
loved to quote a poem 
that he felt described his 
relationship with Myrna 
perfectly:

“You can choose to dwell 
on loving memories lived

Or you can cling to sorrow 
and live a broken life.

You can cling to sorrow 
or you can learn to dance 
again.”

ADVENTURES ABOUND
Even as a centenarian, 

Baldwin proved that his 

spirit for adventure was far 
from finished.

In May 2023, Baldwin 
was able to attend a Texas 
Rangers baseball game, 
complete with a front row 
seat and a shout-out from 
the announcer.

“The announcer said, 
‘We want to acknowledge 
Charles Baldwin,’ so dad 
stood up and waved to all 
these people,” Brooks said. 
“I told dad then, I said, ‘I 
kind of see this as how it’s 
going to be, not that I want 
you to hurry to heaven, but 
how it’s going to be, where 
they announce your name 
and you stand up to the ap-
plause and music,’ and he 
said, ‘Well, yeah, they’ll be 
like, I can’t believe he made 
it!’”

But that’s not all.
In February, he received 

the birthday present of a 
lifetime when he got the 

opportunity to fly a plane 
again at the Vintage Flying 
Museum in Fort Worth.

“My first thought was, 
‘Wow, let’s go!’” Baldwin pre-
viously told the HCN. “That 
(thought) was very appeal-
ing to me to say the least.”

The idea originated 
from Nicole Wells, AVIVA 
Granbury’s sales director, 
who made a post on so-
cial media asking for help 
in locating someone who 
could take Baldwin up in an 
airplane.

“His one bucket list item 
was to sky dive, so I am try-
ing to meet him halfway,” 
Wells’ post had read.

Everything was quickly 
arranged, and the date was 
officially set, with Baldwin 
anxious to get up in the air 
again.

“The anticipation of it 
was exciting,” he had said. 
“I flew in private for sev-
eral years, but I guess the 
last time I actually flew was 
about 25 years. It’s been 
quite a while.”

He said when he first ar-
rived at the Vintage Flying 
Museum, his thoughts 
weren’t on flying the plane, 

but rather getting into it.
“It was not easy for me to 

just hop up on the wing and 
climb up in the cockpit,” he 
previously said. “We had a 
stepladder and guys helping 
me and I just thought, ‘Holy 
cow, I used to just jump in 
this thing with a parachute 
on!’”

To make the situation 
even more thrilling, Baldwin 
also had the opportunity 
to fly an AT-6 Texan — the 
same type of airplane that 
he trained in about 80 years 
ago.

“I had probably about 
60 hours in that type of 
airplane in training,” he 
had said. “This was the last 
plane that you fly with an 
instructor in with you. From 
there, you go to a single-seat 
aircraft. But this is what you 
call an advanced trainer. It’s 
a good airplane. Very de-
pendable aircraft.”

While the pilot took con-
trol of the plane for the ma-
jority of the flight, Baldwin 
was excited to take the lead 
for a short while.

“I didn’t get to fly as much 
as I would’ve liked to, but 
I did get to fly some, and 
I found out I can still fly 
pretty well considering,” he 
previously said.

Baldwin called the entire 
experience “a thrill” and 
added that it was his “best 
birthday present.”

“I told my daughter, ‘I feel 
like I’m in a sideshow at a 
circus with people looking 
at me trying to get into the 
airplane. I think I ought to 
sell tickets,’” he had said, 
with a grin. “But we had a 
good time.”

JOURNEY TO THE PAST
Baldwin’s thrill for ad-

venture didn’t stop there. 
It was only two months ago 
that he received the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime to travel 
to Normandy, France for the 
anniversary of D-Day.

Honoring the courage 
and sacrifice of countless 
soldiers, American Airlines 
offered nearly 70 World 
War II veterans the chance 
to participate in the 80th 
anniversary celebration — 
and Baldwin was one of the 
lucky few chosen for this ex-
traordinary experience.

“I hadn’t thought about 
it that much until this trip, 
but someone came up with a 
statement to the effect that 
this invasion, D-Day, was 
the incident, so to speak, 
that saved the civilized 
world — and that’s big,” 
Baldwin said. “Because had 
that failed, if we were alive, 
we’d be speaking German or 
Japanese. That was the turn-
ing point, and I never had 
really thought about it like 
that, but it surely was.”

While the D-Day experi-
ence was memorable itself 
for Baldwin, he also got the 
opportunity to meet two 
prominent celebrities.

Since his granddaughter, 
Angie, works for the Amblin 
film company in Los Angeles, 
Baldwin had the pleasure of 
meeting legendary filmmak-
er Steven Spielberg — creator 
of films like “Jaws,” “E.T.” 
and “Schindler’s List.”

“We were at a luncheon 
at one of the events and a 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Charles Baldwin celebrates a happy New Year with his darling Myrna in 2023.

With a childish grin, Charles Baldwin shows off his adorable pet 
rock that his oldest granddaughter, Becky Baldwin Hultberg, gave 
him as a paperweight more than 40 years ago.

BALDWIN
FROM PAGE A1
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In recent years, rucking 
has emerged as a popular fit-
ness trend, gaining traction 
for its simplicity and sig-
nificant mental and physical 
health benefits.

Rucking — walking and 
hiking with a weighted back-
pack — has become increas-
ingly popular. A 2022 report 
from the American College 
of Sports Medicine notes this 
growing trend.

A 2021 survey by Strava 
found that entries for ruck-
ing activities surged by 40% 
from the previous year.

Strava is a popular app 
that uses GPS to help ath-
letes and fitness enthusi-
asts track and share their 
workouts, such as running, 
cycling and rucking. It also 
includes social features for 
following friends, joining 
challenges and comparing 
performance.

Social media platforms like 
Instagram have reported a 
150% growth in the hashtag 
#rucking, reflecting its ex-
panding community in 2023.

ORIGINS
Rucking’s origins date 

back to military training, 
where soldiers carry heavy 
loads to build endurance 
and strength. This physical 
conditioning is crucial for 
various military scenarios, 
including carrying essential 
gear and evacuating or as-
sisting injured comrades if 
necessary.

The exercise improves 
functional strength, lead-
ing to better performance in 
tasks requiring physical ef-
fort and stability, like lifting, 
carrying and balancing.

In civilian life, rucking has 
evolved to include lighter, 
more comfortable back-
packs, making it accessible 
to a broader audience.

Rucking is indeed becom-
ing more popular among 
civilians. According to 
NationalGeographic.com, 
this trend is partly due to 
the influence of figures like 
retired U.S. Navy SEAL David 
Goggins, who has promoted 
its benefits on social media.

THE CRISIS IS REAL
The growing interest in 

rucking comes against the 
backdrop of a severe mental 
health crisis in the United 
States. Suicide rates remain 
alarmingly high, with more 

than 49,000 deaths reported 
in 2022. This translates to 
one death every 11 minutes, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

The military also faces this 
challenge, with suicide rates 
among service members 
increasing over the last de-
cade, despite some fluctua-
tions in recent years, as pre-
sented in the “Annual Report 
on Suicide in the Military, 
2024.”

According to Mental 
Health America’s report, 
“The State of Mental Health 
in America 2023,” there 
was only one mental health 
care provider for every 350 
people in the U.S. This short-
age is especially pronounced 
across different regions and 
states, leaving over 152 mil-
lion people in areas with a 
critical lack of mental health 
professionals.

With mental health needs 
rising, the shortage of pro-
fessionals worsens due to 
heavy workloads and com-
plex certification processes. 
The National Council for 
Mental Well-being indi-
cates that states are explor-
ing solutions to boost the 
number of providers and ad-
dress this growing problem. 
Burnout is a significant issue 
for mental health profes-
sionals, with 93% experienc-
ing it and 62% facing severe 

levels.
Rucking offers a promising 

solution amid the shortage 
of mental health counselors 
and the urgent need for self-
care strategies.

A HEALING  
REPETITIVE RHYTHM

Healthline 2024 notes that 
rucking has become a favor-
ite among fitness enthusi-
asts because it combines 
cardiovascular and muscle-
strengthening benefits.

Army veteran Todd 
Torrance owns and operates 
Zero Point Aerial and Zero 
Point Audio and has a web-
site called Goruck.com. His 
blog shares his story about 
rucking and how it helps him 
stay motivated.

While rucking, Torrance 
often thinks about his family 
and how staying fit is essen-
tial for his health. He hopes 
to set an excellent example 
for his children. His time in 
the service and the influence 
of his fellow soldiers and 
leaders continue to impact 
him, and rucking gives him 
the mental space to process 
these experiences.

The repetitive rhythm of 
rucking, whether for 4 miles 
or 13.1 miles, provides him 
valuable time for introspec-
tion and healing. 

BRING YOUR FURRY FRIEND
If you are wondering about 

carrying your Pomeranian or 
Frenchie on your ruck, sites 
like Rover.com offer plenty 
of sage advice about special-
ty dog backpacks.

Larger dogs may enjoy 
rucking. Equipping your dog 
with a pack for hiking can be 
beneficial because it pro-
vides them with a purpose 
and a task, which many dogs 
instinctively seek. Rover.
com states that veterinarians 
and dog training specialists 
generally advise that dogs 
should carry no more than 
10% to 20% of their body 
weight.

BENEFITS
According to Psychreg.

org, rucking offers signifi-
cant mental health benefits 
beyond physical health. 
The exercise helps alleviate 
symptoms of stress, anxiety 
and depression by triggering 
endorphin release and en-
couraging mindfulness.

Health.ClevelandClinic.org 
highlights rucking’s benefits, 
including improved car-
diovascular health, muscle 
strength and functional fit-
ness. It is also a low-impact 
alternative to high-intensity 
workouts.

BACKED BY SCIENCE
In a world constantly 

bombarded with new fitness 
trends and miracle work-
outs, rucking stands out for 
its simplicity and science-
backed benefits. EnduraLAB.
com details areas of the body 
strengthened with rucking — 
your muscles, bones and car-
diovascular system — while 
providing mental clarity and 
stress relief. Here are the 
specifics:
 Enhanced bone densi-

ty: Rucking improves bone 
density as a weight-bearing 
exercise. Studies show that 
regular ruckers have stron-
ger bones, lowering the frac-
ture risk.
 Muscle engagement: 

Rucking works major muscle 
groups, including the legs, 
back and core. It acts like 
a low-intensity resistance 
workout, helping to tone and 
strengthen muscles.
 Heart health: Rucking 

boosts heart rate, improving 
cardiovascular fitness. It’s an 
excellent way to build endur-
ance without needing com-
plex equipment or running 
long distances.
 Stress reduction: Regular 

rucking helps lower stress 
levels. The combination of 
increased heart rate and 
endorphin release makes 
life’s challenges feel more 
manageable.
 Enhanced cognitive 

function: Physical activity 
like rucking increases blood 

flow to the brain, improving 
mental clarity and reducing 
brain fog.
 Stress relief: The rhyth-

mic, meditative nature of 
rucking helps alleviate stress 
and enhances mental well-
being, offering a personal 
path to relaxation with each 
step.

Rucking is a beneficial fit-
ness activity and a social 
one. Group rucking events, 
often organized by fitness 
clubs or military-inspired 
groups, foster community 
and camaraderie among 
participants.

GETTING STARTED
For those interested in 

starting rucking, it is crucial 
to invest in proper footwear 
to prevent injury and ensure 
comfort. According to the 
American Podiatric Medical 
Association, well-fitted, sup-
portive shoes are essential 
for prolonged walking or 
hiking.

Every sport has rules, 
and rucking is no excep-
tion. Coach, trainer, writ-
er, podcaster and former 
Navy SEAL Stew Smith 
(StewSmithFitness.com) en-
courages beginners to start 
rucking safely and build a 
strong walking foundation 
by walking 30 minutes daily.

After about a month, you 
can add weight or increase 
your distance and speed as 
your walking becomes more 
effortless. If you don’t have 
rucking gear, begin with a 
weight vest and transition 
to military rucking equip-
ment as needed. Gradually 
increase the weight of your 
pack or vest by 5-10 pounds 
every few weeks.

Smith’s advice is not just 
for the soldier preparing 
for training, but also for the 
rucking hobbyist. He empha-
sizes the need to be patient 
with your progress, as build-
ing up to rucking can take 
time. This gradual progres-
sion should make you feel 
patient and understanding 
of your own pace, knowing 
it’s okay to start slow and 
build up gradually.

By following these guide-
lines, you can gradually build 
up your rucking capability 
and avoid injury.

As the nation grapples 
with a mental health crisis, 
integrating activities like 
rucking into daily routines 
may offer both physical and 
psychological relief. For 
more information about get-
ting started with rucking, 
visit fitnessequipped.com.

Rucking gains popularity as a mental 
health booster amid national crisis

COURTESY PHOTO BY ANNA, ADOBESTOCK.COM

Rucking improves functional strength, leading to better performance in tasks requiring physical effort and stability, like lifting, carrying, 
and balancing.

COURTESY GRAPHIC

Raise awareness about financial 
exploitation this October

Recognizing 
White Cane 
Awareness Day
By Texas Health and Human Services’  
Office of Aging Services Coordination

White Cane Awareness Day Oct. 15 is an opportu-
nity to learn more about community resources avail-
able to people with vision loss and celebrate their 
achievements.

Also known as White Cane Safety Day, the annual 
observance highlights the white cane as a valuable 
tool used by people who are visually impaired. The 
National Federation of the Blind notes that the white 
cane is a symbol of how people with blindness or vi-
sion loss can move around independently and safely. 

Numerous events are being held throughout 
the state in mid-October to celebrate White Cane 
Awareness Day. Visit whitecaneday.org to see what 
community events are happening in your area.

VISION LOSS INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
There are numerous resources for people to learn 

about the accomplishments of those who are blind or 
visually impaired and the tools that can help them:
 The Texas Health and Human Services 

Commission provides a resource sheet in English and 
Spanish that discusses general etiquette, safety and 
guidance to follow when working with an older adult 
with vision loss.
 The HHSC Blind and Visually Impaired page lists 

resources that help people who are blind and visually 
impaired reach their goals. 
 The Texas Workforce Commission Older 

Individuals who are Blind Program helps people 
55 and older who have vision loss. A tips and tools 
page has information on how the blind and visually 
impaired can complete everyday tasks like handling 
money, traveling, using the phone and more. 

Financial exploitation is 
when a caretaker, family 
member or other person with 
an ongoing relationship with 
an adult improperly uses or 
attempts to improperly use 
their financial resources. 
Older adults and people with 
disabilities are at a higher risk 
of financial exploitation.

Texas ranks third in the U.S. 
in losses to elder fraud with 
over $278 million in losses 
reported in 2023, according 
to the FBI.

Being aware of the signs 
of financial exploitation can 
help. The U.S. Department of 
Justice lists some examples: 
sudden changes made to a 

person’s bank account or le-
gal documents, unexplained 
credit card charges or an un-
explained disappearance of 
valuables.

The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau website 
shares four important steps 
to intervene in a fraud or 
scam:

1. Prevent the abuse by rais-
ing awareness;

2. Recognize the 
exploitation;

3. Record your observations 
in detail;

4. Report to the appropriate 
authorities.

In early 2024, state and 
community partners formed 

the Texas Elder Justice 
Coalition with the goal of 
ending financial exploita-
tion of older Texans through 
education, accountability and 
collaboration. The coalition’s 
campaign slogan, “Stop the 
Stigma,” encourages support-
ing older adults in reporting 
financial exploitation.

The coalition website at 
https://txelderjustice.org 
offers steps you can take to 
report financial abuse and 
other resources to safeguard 
older Texans.

Texans can report finan-
cial exploitation by calling 
the Texas Abuse Hotline at 
1-800-252-5400.

By Texas Health and Human Services’  
Office of Aging Services Coordination

F
inancial Exploitation Awareness Month is 
observed in October to help build awareness 
of financial fraud and scams and reduce the 
stigma of those affected by these types of ex-

ploitation.
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Classifieds

1010

Acreage for Sale

LAND - GLEN ROSE 2 Parcels, one is
2.33 acres other is approx. 4.5.
Water & Electric to property. Call,
text or email Charlie for info. 254-
396-6885, Ch_bair@hotmail.com
Please leave message if no answer.
For Sale by Owner.

1510

Apartments for Rent

1-bedrooom apt. Furnished, washer
and dryer. No pets. No smoking. $200
weekly, plus deposit. All utilities paid.
Contact Bob King, 817-279-3768, 817-
408-6179.

LP2 Apartments-Brand new 2bd,

2ba contemporary apartment

for rent in Glen Rose. Conve-

niently located by downtown.

Waher/dryer hook ups, stainless

steel appliances, granite coun-

tertops. Small pets welcome. 55

and older. $500 deposit, $1100

per month. Leasing info call

(817)559-9314

1530

Duplexes for Rent

2BR DUPLEX - TOLAR, 2 BR/2 BA, Car-
port, fenced-in yard, 1-year lease, no
smoking. $1,400 mo/ $1,400 security
deposit. (817) 578-5293

1540

Homes for Rent

Nice clean A-Frame, 2-1, with refriger-
ator, $1,1500/mo, $900 deposit. 817-
578-9906. Leave message.

1550

Mobiles for Rent

3-bedroom, 2-bath, Indian Harbor,
washer/dryer connections, fenced
front yard, shed, $1,350/mo, $1,500
deposit. 817-776-1559.

3-2, 1417 Meander Rd behind HEB
area, stone wrapped skirting. $1,200/
mo, $500 deposit. 2-2, 126 Myrtle Ln.
$1,000/mo, $500 deposit. 817-919-
4487.

2-bedroom, 1-bath, large covered
deck, appliances, mowing and trash
paid. NO PETS! $900 plus deposit. 817-
613-1465.

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK

*Sidewalks *RetainingWalls

*Mailboxes *Fireplaces

No job too small. FREE estimates.

(817)279-3212

ANYTHINGWITH STONE

*RetainingWalls *Patios

*Houses *Repairs *Flower Beds

*Planting *Bobcat Work

*Tornado Shelters

*20+ years *Senior Discount

Insured (817) 919-4487

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK
Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.
We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

6040

Guns

LOOKING FOR Small gauge shot
gun. Small caliber rifle & handgun
for grandchildren. Text 432-582-
3019.

6570

Firewood

PREMIUM Split seasoned oak, $450
cord, $300 half cord, delivered and
stacked. CASH ONLY. 817-243-6827

6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

8030

Pets

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?

If you are looking for a compan-

ion animal to give a forever

home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit

Hood County Animal Control

1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048

817-573-4277

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE

LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact

Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,

Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?

Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/

Upgrades/Programming/Training

andmore. Over 25 years exp,

Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC
NO JOBS TOO SMALL!

(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.

Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

5170

Fencing

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION

Since 1970.
Quality cedar fences.

Redwood patio pergolas.
Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

5200

Home Improvement

RELIABLE AND PROMPT
Home remodeling and
handyman services.

Please check out our website
Residential, Insured,

Rumneyhomeimprovements.com
(817) 559-9802

Granath Construction
& Land Maintenance

Bobcat work, Land clearing, Brush Hog
mowing, Tree work, Excavating, Grav-
el driveways, Trench digging, Demo
and haul-off. Free estimates. Call Keith

817-559-0100

SNODGRASS PAINTING

AND REMODELING, INC

One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting

A+ BBB Member
snodgrasspaintingandremodeling.

com (817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

REPAIR RANGERS Your go 2 handy-
man.

No job too big or too small.
(817)905-0983

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
AND REMODELING

30 years experience. Free Esti-
mates. No Job Too Large or Small!

Call 817-566-4785

DEVIN'S HANDYMAN

SERVICE

SUMMER SPECIAL 15% OFF
*Remodeling *Painting *Tile
*Granite *Kitchen & Bath

*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock
*Power Washing
*Sheet Rock Repair
*Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE

817-629-9608

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN

Home Improvement and Repair
Locally owned

Brad Stone 806-676-9939
Dependable, Affordable Choice!

HANDYMANOF GRANBURY

No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS

New construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,

stone, cement, doors, windows.

Interior, exterior. Commercial.

Residential. Insured.

817-363-7656

5210

Home Services

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT

GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

also clean
and level lots

FATHER & SON
Trim * Removal
Senior Discount
817-296-2880

LAWN CARE Mow, weedeat and
cleanup. $35, $40 max. Taking small/
medium size lawns that can be done
with a push mower. 682-378-4871.

3030

Feed & Pasture

Hay for sale. Delivery available.
$45,$55,$66. (209) 990-3375

5070

Cement/Concrete

JUAREZ CONCRETE
Slabs, Driveways, Patios, Rock Work,

Walls. 817-896-9805.
Quality Work. Free Estimates.

Concrete*Driveways*Patios*Sidewalk-
s*Bob cat work*Top Soil*Sod Laying
and installation CALL JOSE - 817-538-
6297

AE CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

We specialize in all types of con-
crete work foundations, driveways,
retaining walls, etc. (817) 894-

6443

HARVEY PATTERSON CONCRETE
Bonded-References (817) 219-7483

SINCE 1970

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

5090

Cleaning Services

ELENA'S CLEANING SERVICE

Wewill clean your house exactly as
you wish. We are available

when you need us. (682)330-3419

KAREN'S EXPERT CLEANING SER-

VICES Residential cleaning. Serving
our area since 1994. (817)776-0260
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8510

General

Granbury ISD is currently looking for a
General Maintenance worker to join
our outstanding Maintenance team.
Only responsible and qualified candi-
dates need apply. Criminal back-
ground checks and fingerprinting will
be required. Competitive wages and
excellent benefits, including health in-
surance and retirement. Apply online
at https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

- HVAC ASSISTANT Granbury ISD is
currently looking for an HVAC Assis-
tant to join our outstanding Mainte-
nance team. Only responsible and
qualified candidates need apply. Crim-
inal background checks and finger-
printing will be required. Competitive
wages and excellent benefits, includ-
ing health insurance and retirement.
Apply online at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

9040

Notices

OPEN PANTRY DRIVE THROUGH at
SouthSide Baptist Church at 910
Paluxy Rd. located behind the church
Sat 09/21, 10am-12pm while supplies
last.

9031

Public Notices

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
TRC 109 & 114

CAUSE NO. C2024183
JIMMY R. MATLOCK AND PAMELA J.
MATLOCK
VS.
THE HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF JIMMY
MOSS AND WAYNE MOSS AND ALL
PERSONS CLAIMING ANY TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN LAND UNDER DEED
HERETOFORE GIVEN TO JIMMY MOSS
AND WAYNE MOSS, AS GRANTEES IN
THE 355TH DISTRICT COURT OF HOOD
COUNTY, TEXAS
TO: THE HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF JIM-
MY MOSS ANDWAYNE MOSS AND ALL
PERSONS CLAIMING ANY TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN LAND UNDER DEED
HERETOFORE GIVEN TO JIMMY MOSS
ANDWAYNE MOSS, AS GRANTEES
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: "You have
been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. You are hereby commanded to
appear and defend such suit on the
first Monday after the expiration of
twenty (20) days from the date of the
issuance hereof. If you or your attor-
ney do not file a written answer with
the clerk who issued this citation, a
judgement may be taken against you.
In addition to filing a written answer
with the clerk, you may be required to
make initial disclosures to the other
parties of this suit. These disclosures
generally must be made no later than
30 days after you file your answer.
Find out more at TexasLawHelp.org."
You are hereby notified that suit has
been brought by JIMMY R. MATLOCK
AND PAMELA J. MATLOCK as Plaintiffs,
against the above named person(s) as
Defendant(s), by Plaintiffs Original Pe-
tition filed on the 19th day of July.
2024, in a certain suit styled:
JIMMY R. MATLOCK AND PAMELA J.
MATLOCK VS. THE HEIRS AND DE-
VISEES OF JIMMY MOSS AND WAYNE
MOSS AND ALL PERSONS CLAIMING
ANY TITLE OR INTEREST IN LAND UN-
DER DEED HERETOFORE GIVEN TO JIM-
MY MOSS AND WAYNE MOSS, AS
GRANTEES.
A suit is now pending in the 355th Ju-
dicial District Court of Hood County,
Texas. The cause number is:C2024183.
A brief statement of the nature of this
suit is as follows, to wit:
Plaintiff JIMMY R. MATLOCK AND
PAMELA J. MATLOCK, by and through
its attorney of record, IVAN ESCOBAR
of PADFIELD & STOUT, LLP, 100
THROCKMORTON ST., STE. 700, FORT
WORTH, TX 76102 brought suit under
Cause No. C2024183 in the 355th Dis-
trict Court of Hood County, Texas, for
PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION on
the following described real property
of which Defendants, THE HEIRS AND
DEVISEES OF JIMMY MOSS AND
WAYNE MOSS AND ALL PERSONS
CLAIMING ANY TITLE OR INTEREST IN
LAND UNDER DEED HERETOFORE GIV-
EN TO JIMMY MOSS AND WAYNE
MOSS, AS GRANTEES, are potential
parties of interest:
Lot 61, in Indian Harbor Subdivision,
Phase V, a subdivision in Hood County,
Texas, according to Plat thereof
recorded in Volume 1, Page 81, Plat
Records of Hood County, Texas. Lot 61
is located at the address commonly
known as 4300 San Mateo Court,
Granbury, Texas 76048.
Lot 60, in Indian Harbor Subdivision,
Phase V, a subdivision in Hood County,
Texas, according to Plat thereof
recorded in Volume 1, Page 81 (A-44-
B), Plat Records of Hood County,
Texas. Lot 60 is directly adjacent to Lot
61, and is also located at the address
commonly known as 4300 San Mateo
Court, Granbury, Texas 76048
Issued and given under my hand and
the seal of said Court, at office in
Granbury, Texas, this the 2ND day of
AUGUST 2024.
WITNESS: ROBERTA ZAMARRON
CLERK OF THE 355TH DISTRICT
COURT OF HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS
BY Saraha A. Roach
Deputy

Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Lancrow Self Stor-
age located at 1409 N Plaza Dr - 1301
N Plaza Dr / 2721 Fall Creek Hwy -
4071 Acton Hwy Granbury TX 76048/
76049 intends to hold a public sale to
the highest bidder of the property
stored by the following tenants at the
storage facility. The sale will occur as
an online auction via
www.storageauctions.com. Unless
stated otherwise, the description of
the contents are household goods,
furnishings and garage essentials.
Auction 9/29/2024 at 10:30AM: Au-
drey F Rollins; Brandi Ann Martin; Leah
Spenser. Auction 9/30/2024 at
10:30AM: Angel Gamon; Christine L.
Fallas; Brooklyn K. Bennett; Jan Brock;
Patricia Glover. Auction 10/1/2024 at
10:30AM: Kimberly R Jacobs; William
Henault. All property is being stored at
the above self-storage facility. This
sale may be withdrawn at any time
without notice. Certain terms and con-
ditions apply. See manager for details.

ALPHA OMEGA HOSPICE IS HAV-

ING ITS BI-ANNUAL MEMORIAL

SERVICE AT WILEY'S COMMUNI-

TY CENTER SEPTEMBER 19,2024

AT 3PM. ALL FAMILY AND

FRIENDS ARE INVITED. REFRESH-

MENTSWILL BE SERVED.

(817) 909-0770 Cindyeverroad@al
phaomegahospice.com

LEGAL AD
Hood County Commissioners’ Court
has received an application to consid-
er a revision of the plat for:

ROYAL OAKS ADDITION,
Lots C-R1 & C-R2

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the appli-
cation and to hear any protest to the
revision on Tuesday, October 8th,
2024, at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury
Room of the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Jus-
tice Center, 1200 West Pearl Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Proper-
ty Code, ACI Shops & Storage, Ltd. lo-
cated at 1650 South Meadow Drive
Granbury, Texas 76048 will have a
public auction of property being sold
to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale will be
Tuesday October 1, 2024 at 10:30 am.
Sign-in at the office. Property will be
sold by the unit to the highest bidder
for cash. Seller reserves the right to
not accept any bid and to withdraw
property from sale. Property being
sold includes contents in spaces of the
following tenants, with a brief descrip-
tion of contents in each space. SUNNIE
KAY WIGGINS, speakers, household
furniture, camping cot & chairs, cooler;
VINCENT ALLEN TORRES, stove, mi-
crowave, ceiling fan, truck bed box, air
hose, file cabinet; LISA ANNE GLAZEN-
ER, safe, grandfather clock, China cabi-
net, rocking horse, piano, furniture;
LINDSEY R. MADDOX, corn hole
boards, saddle, wood chest, antique
sewing machine, household furniture;
ROBERT CHRISTOPHER GRIFFITH, gui-
tar case, shop tools & equipment, scaf-
folding, ladders, insect sprayer, chain-
saw, grill, wood; GUADALUPE ANAHAI
CABRAL, kids furniture & toys, tv cabi-
net, tent, changing table, incline
bench, interlocking floor mats.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING CITY OF
CRESSON REQUEST FOR REZONE

Notice is hereby given that the City of
Cresson has received an application
from Johnny A. Horton and Ricky Ro-
den for rezoning from Agriculture
"AG" to Industrial "I" a 19.999-acre
tract of land of the Nancy Smith Sur-
vey, Abstract No. 755, to the City of
Cresson, Johnson County, Texas. A
complete legal description of the
property can be found on file with the
City Secretary’s office.
The City of Cresson will conduct a

public hearing and issue a final report
regarding the requested replat
change on Tuesday, October 8, 2024,
at 7:00 pm at Cresson City Hall Council
Chambers located at 8901 Hwy 377,
Cresson, Texas 76035. All interested
parties are invited to attend. Cresson
City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Re-
quest for accommodations or other
services must be made 48 hours in ad-
vance.
You may contact the City of Cresson

at 817-396-4729 for further informa-
tion.

HOOD COUNTY

MASTER THOROUGHFARE

PLANNINGWORKSHOP

Hood County Commissioners’ Court
invites the public to attend a work-
shop to discuss updates to the Coun-
ty’s Master Thoroughfare Plan (MTP).
The MTP is a critical document that
guides the development of roads,
highways, and transportation infras-
tructure within the county, ensuring
the future growth and transportation
needs of our community are met.

Date: Monday, September 30th, 2024
Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Location: Emergency Operations Cen-
ter at 401 Deputy Larry Miller Dr,
Granbury, TX 76048

This workshop will provide the public
the opportunity to:
- Review and comment on the prelimi-
nary proposed roadway network im-
provements.
- Discuss future transportation needs
and priorities.
- Provide input to shape the final Mas-
ter Thoroughfare Plan.

The Commissioners’ Court encourages
public participation in the planning
process. For more information, con-
tact Clint Head, CFM County Director
of Development at 817.408.2515.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
LOUIS V. CASERTA, Deceased, were is-
sued on September 12, 2024, in Cause
No. P10483, pending in the County
Court of Hood County, Texas, to:
MICHAEL L. CASERTA.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Steven G. Kuban
Attorney at Law
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 12th day of September,
2024.
Steven G. Kuban
Attorney for Michael L. Caserta
State Bar No.: 24078807
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 573-8872
Facsimile: (817) 579-1651
E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that on
September 6, 2024, Letters of
Guardianship of Estate were issued to
MarJoe Barnhart by the County Court
of Hood County, Texas, in the case
styled In the Guardianship of Frances
Head Moore, an Incapacitated Person,
under Cause No. G00510, pending on
the probate docket of the Court.
All persons having claims against

this Estate are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
Dated: September 16, 2024
MarJoe Barnhart
Guardian of the Estate of Frances Head
Moore
c/o Christian & Christian PLLC
1405 W. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
/S/ MarJoe D. Barnhart
State Bar No. 24045498
Email:
marjoe@christianandchristianlaw.com
1405 W. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
(682) 936-4003
Attorney and Guardian of the Estate of
Frances Moore

LEGAL AD
Hood County Commissioners’ Court
has received an application to consid-
er a site development plan for:

4804 LEWIS CT COMMERCIAL BUILD-
ING

Located at 4804 LEWIS COURT.
The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the appli-
cation and to hear any protest to the
revision on Tuesday, October 8th,
2024, at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury
Room of the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Jus-
tice Center, 1200 West Pearl Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT AIRCRAFT FOR SALE

Granbury ISD is accepting bids for the
sale of a RANS S-21 Outbound aircraft.
Minimum bid: $185,000 Bid opening:
September 10, 2024
A minimum bid bond of $500 must be
included with all bids.
Aircraft specifications:
- Two-seat, side-by-side configuration
- Titan 340 engine with 8:1 compres-
sion & P-mags
- Taildragger with Tundra tires (nose-
wheel mount for convertibility)
- 10" Dynon Skyview HDX
- Dynon Auto Pilot
- Garmin Comm Radio
- LED Lighting
- Unpainted
Bids should include the bidder’s name,
address, phone number, and the pro-
posed purchase price for the aircraft,
as well as a $500 bid bond. The district
reserves the right to reject any and all
bids.

The bid bond must be in the form of a
certified check or money order made
payable to Granbury ISD and must be
received with the bid. The bid bond
will be returned to all bidders submit-
ting a bona fide bid. The bond of un-
successful bidders will be returned
within ten (10) business days after the
bid opening.

The aircraft will be located near
Granbury Airport inside a hangar and
can be viewed by appointment only,
Purchasing must be present for any
viewings. Prospective bidders are en-
couraged to inspect the aircraft prior
to submitting a bid.
The aircraft is being sold as-is, where-
is, with no warranties or guarantees of
any kind.

For full details and bidding instruc-
tions, contact: Mark Kirk Email:
mark.kirk@granburyisd.org
Submit sealed bids to: Granbury ISD
Attn: Houcine Chraibi 217 N. Jones St.
Granbury, TX 76048
Granbury ISD reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and all bids.

ORDINANCE NO. 24-52
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
GRANBURY, TEXAS, AMENDING ARTI-
CLE 5.02.004, FIREWORKS STORAGE,
SALE, OR USE, OF THE GRANBURY
CODE OF ORDINANCES; PROVIDING
FOR A CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDI-
NANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICA-
TION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 24-53
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
GRANBURY, TEXAS, AMENDING ARTI-
CLE 4.14, ALARM SYSTEMS, OF THE
GRANBURY CODE OF ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR A CUMULATIVE OF
ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEV-
ERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR
PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWS-
PAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

SECTION 1.
Section 4.14.002 of Article 4.14 of
Chapter 4 Business Regulations of the
Granbury City Code is hereby amend-
ed to read as follows: (a) No person
shall operate or cause to be operated
an alarm system within the city with-
out an alarm permit issued by the city.
A separate permit is required for each
alarm system.
(b) A permit is valid for a period of two
(2) years from the date of issuance and
must be renewed by submitting an
updated application and payment of
the fee required. The permit fee is pro-
vided for in the fee schedule in chap-
ter 1, article 1.50 of this code. It is the
responsibility of the permit holder to
submit an application prior to the per-
mit expiration date.

ORDINANCE NO. 24-54
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS,
AMENDING THE UTILITY FUND FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024.

ORDINANCE NO. 24-55
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
GRANBURY, TEXAS, EXTENDING ORDI-
NANCE NO. 23-74, THE MORATORIUM
STAYING THE ACCEPTANCE AND PRO-
CESSING OF CERTAIN PERMITS IN THE
EASTERN PORTION GRANBURY CITY
LIMITS AND EXTRATERRITORIAL JURIS-
DICTION, PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS
OF FACT, DEFINITIONS, APPLICABILITY,
PURPOSE, ENACTMENT, DURATION,
EXTENSION, EXCEPTIONS AND EXEMP-
TIONS, DETERMINATION AND AP-
PEALS, REPEALER, SEVERABILITY, EN-
FORCEMENT, EFFECTIVE DATE, AND
PROPER NOTICE ANDMEETING.

ORDINANCE NO. 24-56
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
GRANBURY, TEXAS, EXTENDING ORDI-
NANCE NO. 23-75, THE MORATORIUM
STAYING THE ACCEPTANCE AND PRO-
CESSING OF CERTAIN PERMITS IN THE
CENTRAL AND WESTERN GRANBURY
CITY LIMITS AND EXTRATERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION, PROVIDING FOR FIND-
INGS OF FACT, DEFINITIONS, APPLICA-
BILITY, PURPOSE, ENACTMENT, DURA-
TION, EXTENSION, EXCEPTIONS AND
EXEMPTIONS, DETERMINATION AND
APPEALS, REPEALER, SEVERABILITY,
ENFORCEMENT, EFFECTIVE DATE, AND
PROPER NOTICE ANDMEETING.

ORDINANCE NO. 24-57
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS,
AMENDING THE UTILITY FUND FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024.

These ordinances as adopted by the
Granbury City Council on September
17, 2024, are on file in the Office of the
City Secretary, 116 W Bridge St. and
can be seen in its entirety during nor-
mal business hours.

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS AGAINST THE ESTATE OF

FRANKIE LUCILLE CROWE
On August 26, 2024, original Letters
Testamentary were issued to Jerry
Paul Crowe by the County Court of
Hood County, Texas, acting in Cause
No. P10452, styled Estate of Frankie
Lucille Crowe, Deceased, and in which
court the matter is pending. Jerry Paul
Crowe now holds those Letters Testa-
mentary, and administration of the es-
tate of Frankie Lucille Crowe has com-
menced.
All persons having claims against the

estate of Frankie Lucille Crowe are no-
tified to present those claims to Jerry
Paul Crowe, Independent Executor of
the Estate of Frankie Lucille Crowe,
Deceased, by and through his attor-
ney of record, Carey Fraser, at Fraser,
Wilson & Bryan, P.C., 193 South Gra-
ham, Stephenville, Texas 76401, with-
in the time prescribed by law.
DATED the 11th day of September,
2024.
Respectfully submitted,
FRASER, WILSON & BRYAN, P.C.
193 S. Graham Street
Stephenville, Texas 76401
Telephone: (254) 965-7270
Facsimile: (254) 965-5971
Email: fraser@fwblawtx.com
By: /s/ Carey Fraser
State Bar No. 00796578

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of Carol
Presley also known as Carol Ann Black-
mon were issued on Sept. 12, 2024, in
Cause No. P10466, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
to Brent Blackmon. All persons having
claims against the estate, which is
presently being administered, are re-
quired to submit them, within the
time and manner prescribed by law,
and before the estate is closed, ad-
dressed as follows:
c/o Riley Roden
827 West Pearl Street
Granbury, TX 76048
Dated September 17, 2024
/s/ Riley Roden
Riley Roden
Attorney for Executor of the Estate of
Carol Presley also known as Carol Ann
Blackmon

9570

Auctions

AUCTION: GRANBURY 3118 W US Hwy
377- Property of Pia Christian, Thomas
Karr, Richard Wood consisting of misc
household items, being sold to satisfy
landlord’s lien. Sale to highest cash
bidder. Tuesday September 10

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE Rummage
Room Open Tues & Thurs, 8am-2pm,
First Sat. of the month 9am-1pm 306

Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

ESTATE SALE: GRANBURY
3413 Samoan Ct Granbury, TX 76048
Huge Estate Sale. Lots of clothes,

furniture, dishes, purses, collectibles,
Christmas, some med equipment.

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!!
Friday, September 20

ESTATE SALE BY CARING TRANSI-
TIONS: GRANBURY 2503 Waters
Edge Dr.- SEP 19-21. Henredon,
Thomasville furniture; Fitz & Floyd,
2 matching washer/dryer sets;
ladies clothes; chinoiserie, decor
items. Photos at estatesales.net,
search "Welcoming Waters Edge."
12p-5p THR 9a-4p FRI 9a-1p SAT

Living Estate sale at 433 E Bridge St.
Fri. 9/20 & Sat. 9/21. Starts at 8 a.m.
Antiques, collectables, and much

more! 817-279-2889

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

DECORDOVA COMMUNITY

GARAGE SALE!

Saturday, September 21st ev-

eryone is invited to join us at

DeCordova for our annual Com-

munity Garage Sale. The gates

and bargains will open up at

8am. Additional sales will be

held at our Clubhouse Lawn

(5301 Country Club Drive) with

food and beverages available

for purchase. Street Maps of par-

ticipating homes will be avail-

able upon request at the gates

upon entry.

ESTATE SALE: GRANBURY- 5013 Mo-
hawk Ct. DeCordovaBendEstates Fri-
day Sept20, 2-6 & Sat Sept21,8-4 Open
to public Saturday only.

4620 Stoney Creek Ct, Stoney Creek.-
Moving Sale: 40 years of goodies!
Lawn equipment, furniture, clothes,
home decor, flower pots, lots more!!!
Fri, Sept 20, Sat., Sept 21. 8am-?

Acton Tabnernacle - Saturday, Sept 21,
7:30-? High quality, clean furniture,
blankets, comforters, home decor,
clothes.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of Bernard
Kerin Bradley were issued on Septem-
ber 12, 2024 in Docket No. P10478,
pending in the County Court of HOOD
County, Texas, to BERNARD ("CHIP") K.
BRADLEY JR.. All persons having
claims against the estate, which is
presently being administered, are re-
quired to submit them, within the
time and manner prescribed by law,
and before the estate is closed, ad-
dressed as follows:
c/o Riley Roden
827 West Pearl Street
Granbury, TX 76048
Dated September 17, 2024
/s/ Riley Roden
Riley Roden
Attorney for Executor of the Estate of
Bernard Kerin Bradley

 PUBLIC SALES

817-573-7066

Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
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OLYMPIC PRESENTING SPONSOR:

big mob of people were surround-
ing Steve — I call him, Steve — and I 
waited until it cleared out,” Baldwin 
had previously told the HCN. “I ap-
proached him, and I said ‘Steve, 
my granddaughter works for your 
outfit. You better get me a screen 
test. I hadn’t got it yet and I’m tired 
of waiting.’ He got a big laugh out of 
that and we chatted a while.”

Another unforgettable encounter 
came when Baldwin had the unique 
chance to meet President Joe Biden, 
being one of just eight out of 70 vet-
erans selected for the honor.

“I got to meet the president and 
his wife,” he had said. “There were 
suits everywhere, Secret Service 
or whoever those guys are that 
travel with him. There were a bunch 
of them. They all look alike and 
dressed alike.”

As Baldwin recounted the week-
long trip, he revealed that the high-
light of his experience was the warm 
reception from the French. He said 
as veterans traveled by bus or in 
wheelchairs, they were greeted with 
gratitude and appreciation at every 
stop. Baldwin noted each veteran 
was accompanied by a member from 
the unit, including cadets from vari-
ous military academies.

“Everywhere we’d go, there’d be 
people lined up and they were so 
glad to see us. They said, ‘Thank 
you. Thank you,’ and that impressed 
me more than anything about the 
whole trip,” he previously said. “The 
pictures and all that were great. 
The whole thing was just fabulous, 
but that was the one thing that im-
pressed me more than anything is 
the sincere welcome and the sincere 
gratitude that was expressed.”

In just over a year, Baldwin en-
joyed a front-row seat at a Texas 
Rangers game, took to the skies 
once more as a pilot, and got the 
opportunity to journey back to the 
shores of Normandy, France.

“It’s just amazing what he would 
push himself to do,” Brooks said. 
“My brother, Rick summed it up: ‘He 
went out like a Roman candle!’”

A LIFE FULL OF LAUGHTER
Baldwin may have lived an excit-

ing life, but he revealed in a previous 
interview with the HCN that exer-
cise, luck and laughter are the three 
major secrets to living long — at 
least in his experience.

“You’ve go to laugh a lot,” he had 
said. “You can’t really live, in my 

opinion, unless you have a sense of 
humor. I think you have a lot of con-
trol over your longevity by the life 
you lead.”

His most important advice is for 
everyone not to take themselves too 
seriously, “because there’s a little 
clown in all of us,” — and that’s ex-
actly how Baldwin lived.

Brooks recounted one particular 
instance when her dad was living at 
the Brookdale Senior Living Facility 
in Lubbock.

“One of the guys that I had 
contact with, his dad was also at 
Brookdale, and he went one day to 
see his dad, and they were having 
Hawaiian Day,” Brooks explained. 
“And he said, my dad, as they put it, 
sauntered in with zinc on his nose, 
Bermuda shorts, loafers and no 
shirt. That’s the card he was.”

Speaking of cards, Baldwin was 
known for his immense love of 
games — but only ones that he 
could win, of course.

“He loved playing the Mexican 
train, but he always complained. He 
said, ‘They don’t keep score. Why 
would you play a game if you don’t 
keep score?’” Brooks said. “He was 

really competitive.”

THE LAST LAUGH
Brooks said one of her fondest rit-

uals with her father was their daily 
Wordle game, where they always be-
gan with the word “stare.” She said 
on the evening of his final day, while 
he was in hospice care, she remind-
ed him to complete his Wordle.

“I went in there, and I’m like, ‘Dad, 
have you done your Wordle?’ He’s 
lying there and he said ‘I didn’t feel 
like it today,’ and I said, ‘Dad, you 
have got to do your Wordle today,’ 
because the word that day was 
‘stake’ so I knew he needed to do his 
Wordle,” she said. “And that is the 
last conversation I had with him.”

Brooks said at first, she initially 
felt distressed, thinking that her 
final words to Baldwin were not a 
heartfelt tribute to his role as the 
best dad, but rather a casual remind-
er to complete his Wordle.

“But then I started thinking about 
it, and I thought, ‘You know, he 
would think that’s funny,’” she said, 
with a smile. “Like ‘My daughter, the 
slave driver. I am out of here. She 
cannot make me do the Wordle to-

morrow. I’m out.’”

POSITIVE OUTLOOK
She explained that after his return 

from Normandy, Baldwin struggled 
to recover fully, as he had contract-
ed COVID-19 following the trip. 
Brooks said despite being 102-and-
a-half years old and dealing with sig-
nificant kidney issues and COVID, 
her dad was initially resistant to fur-
ther medical treatment.

The family began discussing 
hospice care, but felt they might be 
moving too soon, as Baldwin himself 
wasn’t ready to hand over his medi-
cal care. However, things took a turn 
when Baldwin started experiencing 
severe pain.

“I think he probably had a heart 
attack on Saturday, (Aug. 24), be-
cause he said he had the worst pain 
he had ever had,” Brooks explained. 
“On Sunday, we got pain meds for 
him and he’s like, ‘I feel better than 
I felt in a coon’s age, but I’m just so 
tired.’”

On Monday, Aug. 26, as the family 
prepared to take Baldwin to a doc-
tor, he was rushed to the ER as rep-
resentatives from AVIVA had said 

that Baldwin couldn’t stay awake. 
Brooks said the doctors wanted to 
airlift him to a cardiologist in Fort 
Worth, but her father was ada-
mant that he did not want to fly in a 
helicopter.

“They said he was dehydrated, 
and they did say he had a heart at-
tack, but I’m still thinking, ‘It’s not 
going to keep him down, a little 
heart attack,’” Brooks said.

She recounted how, during his 
time in the ER, Baldwin remained re-
markably positive and encouraging 
to everyone around him, even those 
who might have felt like they were 
just doing routine tasks.

“One of the guys came in and 
said, ‘Well, I’m just the (phleboto-
mist) and my dad’s like, ‘No, you’re 
not just that. You are doing good 
work,’’’ Brooks said. “I mean, he’s 
just so positive. He sees people gen-
uinely. There’s nothing in it for him. 
He just sees people.”

Brooks said the ER doctor came in 
later and told her father that since 
he didn’t want surgery on his heart 
or kidneys, he wasn’t sure what else 
the medical team could do for him. 
As he was hard of hearing, Baldwin 
asked Brooks what the doctor had 
said. Given her father’s joking na-
ture, Brooks decided to lighten the 
moment with a playful response.

“When my mom had a lot of health 
problems and the doctor had been 
in there, she was like, ‘What does 
this mean?’ He said, ‘Peg, you’ve 
got ticks and fleas,’ so when dad 
looked at me and said, ‘What did the 
doctor say?’ I said, ‘Dad, you’ve got 
ticks and fleas,’” Brooks said, with a 
chuckle.

She also recounted how when the 
doctors had started talking about 
administering morphine to lessen 
his pain, Baldwin joked, “Well, I want 
you to keep me comfortable. In fact, 
just give me something real strong 
and let me go.”

“They said, ‘Mr. Baldwin, this isn’t 
really the business we’re in, but 
we will pray for you,’” Brooks said, 
chuckling. “I mean, he was cracking 
jokes until the very end.”

HIGH FLIGHT
Brooks shared that the final words 

Baldwin heard before he passed 
away were his beloved poem, “High 
Flight” by John Gillespie Magee Jr. 
The poem was read to him by his 
9-year-old great-granddaughter, 
Charley May. Also present at his 
bedside was her mother, Abigail 

BALDWIN
FROM PAGE A7
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Following a positive doctor checkup, Charles Baldwin shares a creamy, cold treat with his daughter, Judy Brooks, in May 2023.
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Local resident and long time business 
owner Robert “ Bob”  Shea of Texas 
Tree Care unexpectedly passed away 
Thursday September 12th in his Gran-
bury home.

Most known for his love of family, 
pride in his work and vast knowledge 
of all things tree related. His absence at 

home and in the tree industry will be 
felt by all.

Family would like any and all who 
knew him to please come see them and 
say goodbye to a truly wonderful man.

Services are being held locally at Wi-
ley Funeral Home Monday September 
23rd at 6 - 8 pm.

Robert “Bob” Shea
March 6, 1968 - September 12, 2024

OPEN STUDIO SALEOPEN STUDIO SALE
Elaine Fleming Ceramics

Sat. Sept. 28th! 1pm - 5pm

Get your Christmas shopping started NOW!

400 CR 2480, Hico (7 miles E off Hwy 6)

512-228-9329

ALL HANDMADE ONE-OF-A-KIND ITEMS

201 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048

(817) 573-5548
www.visitgranbury.com

Information subject to change | Go to visitgranbury.com for more!

SHOP  -  DINE  -  PLAY  -  STAY

September  
21-22 The Spooky Spectacle Convention 
27-28 Texas Cowboy Symposium - Texas State Championship 
	 Chuckwagon	Cook-off	and	Western	Swing	Festival	
28	 HANK	FM	Lake	Fest	
28		 Rocks	Alive!	Acton	Nature	Center	

October   
3-27	 The	Sleepy	Hollow	Experience	–	Langdon	Grounds	
4-13	 Here’s	to	CLUE	–	Spooky	Edition	
4-6	 Oktoberfest	
5	 Romancing	the	Monarch	Butterfly	Festival	
5	 Mission	Granbury	5k/1k	Ghost	Run	
12	 Brazos	River	Corvette	Club	Annual	Charity	Car	Show	
12	 Granbury	Rock	N	Blues	Bash		
12	 Pub	Shindy	
12	 Monarch	Fest	at	Acton	Nature	Center	

(Abby) Reynolds.
The poem reads:
“Oh! I have slipped the surly 

bonds of Earth
And danced the skies on laugh-

ter-silvered wings;
Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined 

the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds, — and done a 

hundred things
You have not dreamed of — 

wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. 

Hov’ring there,
I’ve chased the shouting wind 

along, and flung
My eager craft through footless 

halls of air ...
Up, up the long, delirious burn-

ing blue
I’ve topped the wind-swept 

heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or even eagle 

flew —
And, while with silent, lifting 

mind I’ve trod
The high untrespassed sanctity 

of space,
Put out my hand, and touched 

the face of God.”
“He passed when they were read-

ing that for him,” Brooks said, with 
tears in her eyes. “I was standing 
there and Abby said, ‘Mom, would 
you video this?’ My video says 
12:59 and the time of death was 
1:05.”

“Yesterday, I sat with my 
102-year-old sweet Granddad as 
he passed on to what he referred 
to as ‘his last big adventure,’” 
Baldwin’s granddaughter Abby 
wrote in a tribute. “He is an abso-
lute legend and is leaving a legacy 

of love like no other.”
Reynolds said her grandfather 

taught her several life lessons, 

including:
 Faith and family are everything
 Don’t take life so seriously

 Laughter is the best medicine
 Say “YES!” to ALL the 

adventures

 Freedom is worth fighting for
 Get your steps in
 Leave work at work
 Live EVERY MOMENT to the 

FULLEST
“This man had more adventures 

in his 102nd year than I did in the 
last decade,” Reynolds said. “He 
will be greatly missed although 
his presence will always remain. 
Charley May (named after her 
great-granddad of course) sat by 
his bedside with me and read this 
poem as he ‘put out his hand and 
touched the face of God.’ The most 
beautiful life … the most beautiful 
death.”

Brooks said she asked her dad a 
couple of weeks before his pass-
ing if he was afraid of dying — but 
his response filled her with a pro-
found sense of peace.

“He said, ‘No, honey. I’m really 
excited and really curious about 
what it’s going to be like,’” Brooks 
said. “He said over and over, ‘I 
have had the most blessed life.’”

She said her father lived with 
simplicity, integrity and love for 
God, his family, friends and his 
country.

“He was an amazing man and he 
never could understand how peo-
ple made a big deal about him,” 
Brooks said. “When he passed, it 
was amazing how it happened. 
He is a man of just squeaky clean 
integrity, and I loved that about 
him.”

As Baldwin takes to the skies 
above in his final, graceful ascent, 
his remarkable journey remains a 
testament to a life lived with cour-
age, grace and a sense of humor 
that will always be remembered.

Fly high, Charles Baldwin.

BALDWIN
FROM PAGE A11
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Charles Baldwin shows off a handmade quilt he received from friend Julie Norris to honor his trip to Normandy, France for the 
D-Day anniversary in June.

constructed and operational, 
city officials state that system 
issues should be resolved.

During the meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 18, Place 2 
Councilman Eddie Rodriquez 
stated he hoped this is the 
last moratorium that the 
city will extend. He asked 
the city’s Director of Public 

Works Chester Nolen how the 
progress was going with the 
East WWTP.

“The east plant right now is 
approximately a month ahead 
of schedule,” Nolen said. 
“The project manager and the 
inspector that’s on the job, I 
speak with them two to three 
times a week. Everything is on 
track, and they’re projecting 
that we may finish as early as 
two months ahead of sched-
ule, which will put it early 

2026, late 2025, so everything 
out there right now is just go-
ing great.”

Nolen explained that con-
struction is moving forward, 
adding that construction 
crews have poured over 4,000 
yards of concrete, completed 
most of the structures, and 
are currently installing the 
piping and electrical systems.

“Thank you for the update,” 
Rodriquez said. “I was there 
when they first started, and 

I couldn’t believe how deep 
they went into the ground. It 
was just amazing how they’ve 
come along so far, so thank 
you ...”

Coffman explained that 
development projects are not 
“grandfathered” or vested un-
der current legal conditions, 
meaning the city cannot ac-
cept new plats or proceed 
with new developments until 
the moratorium is lifted.

The moratorium is not a to-

tal halt to all development in 
the city, however. According 
to the city website, projects 
that meet certain timetables 
and/or conditions are al-
lowed to proceed.

This is the fifth time 
Granbury’s moratorium 
has been extended from its 
original enaction in December 
2020. It was also extended 
April 6, 2021, Oct. 4, 2021, 
Sept. 20, 2022, and Oct. 3, 
2023.

Both motions — to extend 
the city’s moratorium within 
the central, western and east-
ern corporate city limits and 
extraterritorial jurisdiction 
through Oct. 4, 2025 — were 
approved unanimously, 4-0. 
Place 3 Councilman Bruce 
Wadley and Mayor Pro Tem 
Steven Vale were both absent 
during Tuesday’s meeting.

CITY
FROM PAGE A4
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If you’re planning to retire 
in a few years, are you look-
ing forward to it? Or are you 
somewhat apprehensive? 
Are you asking yourself: 
“What sort of retirement can 
I afford?”

It’s a good question — be-
cause the answer can make a 
big difference in your ability 
to enjoy life as a retiree. 

And retirement can indeed 
be enjoyable, exciting and 
fun. Consider this from a re-
cent survey by Edward Jones 
and AgeWave: A majority 
of respondents said retire-

ment should 
be looked at as 
a whole new 
chapter of life, 
and not just a 
time for rest 
and relax-
ation. In other 
words, people 

are viewing retirement as a 
chance for new experiences 
and new opportunities, rath-
er than a time to simply wind 
down. But if you’re going to 
make the most of your re-
tirement — which could last 
two or even three decades 
— you need to be financially 
prepared.

This preparation can in-
volve many steps, but here 

are some of the key ones:

DECIDE WHAT YOUR 
RETIREMENT LIFESTYLE  
WILL LOOK LIKE

How you choose to spend 
your retirement years can 
make a big difference in the 
financial resources you’ll 
need. For example, if you 
plan on traveling the world, 
you might need more income 
than if you were to stay close 
to home and pursue your 
hobbies. If you can envision 
your retirement lifestyle and 
estimate how much money 
you’ll need to support it, you 
can help reduce some of the 
uncertainties you might face 

once you do retire.

REVIEW YOUR INCOME 
SOURCES

During retirement, you’ll 
likely need to draw on all 
your income sources, so it’s 
a good idea to know what 
you’ll have available, such as 
your IRA, 401(k) and other 
investment accounts. You’ll 
also need to decide when to 
take Social Security — if you 
wait until your full retire-
ment age (probably between 
66 and 67), you’ll get much 
larger monthly benefits than 
if you started taking them at 
62. And here’s another vari-
able: earned income. Even 

if you’ve retired from your 
career, you might, if you de-
sire, use your acquired skills 
in a consulting or part-time 
position. The more you can 
earn, the less you may have 
to withdraw from your in-
vestment accounts and the 
better position you’ll be in to 
delay taking Social Security.

CONSIDER ADJUSTING YOUR 
INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO

For most of your working 
years, you may have invested 
mostly for growth — to in-
crease your assets as much 
as possible. But growth-ori-
ented investments are also, 
by nature, riskier, so when 

you retire, you should review 
your portfolio to determine 
whether you need to move 
it toward a more conserva-
tive position. Also, more 
conservative investments 
may provide more current 
income in the form of in-
terest payments. However, 
even in retirement, you may 
need some investments with 
growth potential if you want 
to keep ahead of inflation. 

Retirement is certainly a 
major milestone in your life 
— and adjusting to it can 
take some time. But there 
will be much less to fear — 
and much more to enjoy — if 
you’ve done what you can to 
prepare yourself financially. 
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  duck found in Texas
  5  Texas singer B.J.’s
      birthplace: ____, OK
  6  SMU & NFL great  
      RB, Dickerson
  7  Livingston’s county
  8  TXism: “fits like 
      ugly on an ___”
  9  TX Trini Lopez’s “If
      I Had _  ______”
16  Ryan O’____ was
      in “Wild Rovers” with
      TX Joe Don Baker
18  near El Paso, oldest
      U.S. Catholic parish:
      _______  __ Sur
21  dir. to Edna from  
      Gonzales (abbr.)
22  in 1967, TX A.J. 
      Foyt won at Le ____
23  TXism for “your”
24  Cowboy 1993 Super
      Bowl ring has star-
      ______ diamond
30  TXism: “plain __
      ___  ____ on 
      your face”
34  Vega h.s. class
35  Mexican husk food 
36  TXism: “trying to
      ____ against the
      stream” (difficult)
37  amino _____
39  mother of singer in
      5-across (2 wds.)
43  _____ Code
44  Texas silent film
      star, Ramon
45  slang for Texas-
      created soft drink
46  TXism: “I ____ that   
      like an armadillo  
      needs an Interstate”

  1  TXism: “a flash in
      ___  ___” (briefly)
  2  small but important
      continent
  3  TXism: “_____  __  _
      snake on a hot road”
  4  TXism: “____  
      stock and barrel”
  9  TXism: “fat __ a
      boardinghouse cat”
10  TXism: “ugly as
      ________ sin”

47  TXism: “woodshed   
      _______” (spanking)
49  TXism: “plain as the  
      ____  __  _ mule”
52  in the Valley: Santa ___   
      National Wildlife Refuge
53  uncanny perception
54  said to waitress with the
      tea pitcher: “___  __ off”
55  TXism: “he’s wound 
      tighter than an _____-
      ___ clock” (tense)

58  artist Oldenburg  
      of “Stake Hitch”
      sculpture at Dallas
      Museum of Art
59  former parent co. of
      of Texas-based
      American Airlines
60  female deer
61  TXism: “___ of the
      trail” (completed)

11  TXism: “packed like  
      sardines in _  ___”
12  not stereo
13  historic home in    
      Independence:  ___
      ___ Houston House
14  TXism: “let ‘__ rip”
15  TX singer Orbison
17  early Texas novel by
      Reid: “The Head-  
      ____  _____man”
19  TXism: “he was 
      around when the  
      ____  ___ was 
      only sick” (old)
20  TXism: “wiped the
      slate clean”
24  __ Jo, TX

25  Merle Haggard’s
      nickname
26  prayer ending
27  Carthage’s county
28  number on a
      football team, on
      the field
29  Cabeza __  ____  
      first described the 
      Texas bison

31  TXism: “got ___ left
      feet” (bad dancer)
32  TXism: “pay ___
      no never mind”
33  election issue
38  TX Ginger played
      this Castle in 1939
40  gallery piece
41  western: “____ Grit”
42  East TX windshield:
      ________ with bugs
48  Texas-based “Giant”
50  ____ and reels
51  therapeutic resort
56  _____water, TX
57  TXism: “___  __  
      the hoof” (hog)
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OBITUARIES

Do you really need to fear retirement?

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

817-573-1154

WILEY 
FUNERAL 

HOME AND 
CREMATION 

SERVICES
“Family owned
and operated”

GRANBURY
817-573-3000

TONY MOBLY
Edward Jones 
Financial Adviser

Tony Mobly

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS 
AND MONUMENTS, 
CEMETERY PLOTS, 

CREMATION GARDENS, 
MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS 

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and 
we’ll help you plan ahead 

& save.
(817) 279 - 7270

1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

@HCNEWS

HCNEWS.COM

PLEASE SEE OBITS | A14

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY
Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.hcnews.com. 

Advance payment is required and you may do so online when 
placing the obituary. Obituaries should come from the fu-
neral home. Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified 
with the facility handling the body or the church where service 
will be held. You must provide the contact info for verification 
when submitting the obituary. The Hood County News dead-
line for obituaries is 10 a.m. Wednesday for the Saturday paper. 
Deadlines are subject to change during holidays.

Ruby Rose Derrick
August 13, 1937 - September 14, 2024

Ruby Rose Britzman
Derrick was born Friday
Aug. 13, 1937 to Alex J.
and Vivian Durnell Britz-
man in Houston, Missouri.
Youngest of six, Ruby grew
up on a farm in the White
Rock community. As is
typical living on a farm,
Ruby had assigned chores
and she became a member
of the White Rock 4-H
Club.

Ruby started piano
lessons at age 7 and began
playing for the Oak Hill
Christian Church by age
11. She attended eight
years of grade school at
White Rock School where
she walked to and from
school one mile each way.
Ruby attended Houston
Missouri High School but
graduated from Dayton
High School in Dayton,
Washington. During high
school, Ruby was a mem-
ber of the band, orchestra,
girl's chorus, drum corp,
and FHA.

In 1959, Ruby Rose
moved to New Boston,
Texas and married Arnold
Barfield, Jr. She and
Arnold had two children,
Brenda Renee and Arnold
Barfield, Ill. Ruby became
co-owner of Arnold
Barfield Distributing Com-
pany but managed to sup-
port both church and com-
munity. She was a member
of both the choir and adult
hand-bell choir at the Tapp
United Methodist Church,
director of two children
hand bell choirs, and both
pianist and teacher for two
Sunday school classes.
Ruby also became pianist
for the St. Martin Episcopal
Church and a member of
the board on the Chamber
of Commerce and Kiwanis
Club. As a member of the
New Boston BPW Club,
Ruby Rose was honored as
Woman of the Year in
1997.

In 2002, Ruby married
Ernest Randall Derrick and
moved to Granbury, Texas
where she became a
beloved member of the
Good Shepherd Episcopal
Church. Ruby served as pi-
anist for both Good Shep-
herd and Emmanual
Lutheran Church as well as
the Granbury Christian
Women Connection. She
also continued her com-
munity support as a mem-
ber of the Hood County
Ladies Democrat Club; vol-

unteer as Wednesday
Lunch Gal and Meals on
Wheels; recording secre-
tary for Granbury New-
comers Club; chair, hospi-
tality chair, and president
of the Out to Lunch Bunch;
and board member of
Hood County Habitat for
Humanity. When Ruby
wasn't helping others, she
enjoyed walking, loving
and caring for all animals,
gardening, and attending
class reunions.

Ruby Rose was preceded
in death by her grandpar-
ents Charles and Rosa
Britzman and William and
Lucetia Douglass Durnell;
parents Alex and Vivian
Durnell Britzman; brothers
Amos, Olen, and Ernest
Britzman; sisters Iona
Britzman Hurley and
Eileen Britzman Peacock;
daughter Brenda Renee
Barfield; grandson Alex
Barto Barfield; nephews
Alan Lynn Hurley and Bob-
by, Roy Lee and Dearl
Britzman; and nieces An-
gela Atterberry Fletcher
and Lola Mae Britzman.

Ruby Rose is survived by
husband Ernest Randall
Derrick; son Arnold
Barfield III; stepson Brent
Derrick; grandson Hunter
Missildine; special nieces
Eulene Britzman Atterbury
and Joyce Hurley Brooks;
special cousins Tom and
Jean Britzman; and many
other loving nephews,
nieces, cousins, and
friends.

Funeral services will be
held in Granbury at the
Good Shepherd Episcopal
Church, 4530 Acton High-
way, Granbury, on Satur-
day Sept. 21, 2024 at 11
a.m.

Ruby Rose will be laid to
rest in her beloved German
Cemetery, White Rock
Community in Houston,
Missouri.

Memorials may be made
to your favorite charity.

Jackie Ellen (Baker) Scoggins
May 4, 1948 - September 1, 2024

Jackie Ellen (Baker) Scog-
gins, born May 4, 1948, in
Amarillo, Texas went to be
with the Lord on Sept. 1,
2024. Jackie spent much
of her adult life living be-
tween the Dallas and
Houston areas while work-
ing in the insurance indus-
try.

Jackie was preceded in
death by her parents,
Ralph Baker and Mamie
(Roberts) Baker, and her
brother Maury "Bud" Baker.
She is survived by her son,
Bryan Scoggins, her daugh-
ter Robin (Scoggins)
Daniels, her sister Pat
(Baker) Klutts, and her sis-
ter Jerre (Baker) Dowty.
She is also survived by her
five grandchildren, Con-
nor, Zachary, Collan,
Christian, and Ireland, in
addition to her niece Sher-
ri Seymore and nephew
Johnny Dolan.

A memorial service will

be held on Sept. 21, 2024,
2 p.m., at the Harbor Lakes
Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center, 1300 2nd Street
Granbury, Texas 76048.
The family has asked that
in lieu of flowers, that do-
nations please be made to
the Harbor Lakes Nursing
home to help the wonder-
ful staff continue to pro-
vide excellent care for
loved ones.

Gerald Duane Davis
October 16, 1945 - August 28, 2024

Duane Davis, a cher-
ished husband, father, and
brother, passed away on
Aug. 28, 2024, at the age
of 78 while visiting in
Montana. Duane was born
on Oct. 16, 1945, in Morril-
ton, Arkansas, son of the
late Anual Garland Davis
and Ava Lou Davis.

Duane graduated from
Deering High School in
Deering, Missouri. Follow-
ing high school, he attend-
ed Arkansas State Univer-
sity and started a career
with Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company. He
was soon drafted and
proudly served in the U.S.
Army stationed in Ger-
many. Upon returning
from his service, Duane
settled in Poplar Bluff, Mis-
souri where he met and
fell in love with his wife
Claudia. The couple's
paths crossed while both
were employed at South-
western Bell. They married
in 1970.

In 1973, Duane and
Claudia with daughter Am-
ber relocated to Dallas,
Texas, where they contin-
ued to build their life to-
gether. Duane had a suc-
cessful career at AT&T,
and after his early retire-
ment, he and Claudia
moved to Granbury, Texas.
Duane then chose to have
a career in trucking. He
proudly drove a million
miles accident free. He
split his time driving and
playing golf. After retiring
from trucking, Duane and
Claudia spent 16 years be-
tween Montana in the sum-
mers and Texas in the win-
ters. He enjoyed all kinds
of sports, loved living and
playing golf in DeCordova

Bend Estates. He was a fan
of all sports, especially
golf and NASCAR.

He is survived by his
wife, Claudia, and his
daughter Amber (Joe) Ben-
nett. Duane also leaves be-
hind a large and loving ex-
tended family, including
his five brothers, Dewey
(Betty) Davis, Loyd
(Shirley) Davis, Wendell
(Sheryl) Davis, Jack (Shirley
K.), and Keith (Trish)
Davis; two sisters, Linda
Gail Davis, and Rhonda
(Robbie) Hamlett; one sis-
ter-in-law, Carolyn Davis.

ln addition to his par-
ents, Duane was preceded
in death by his brother
Dan Davis, his sister Sally
Neel, and two brothers-in-
law Troy Case and Bill
Neel.

Duane's closest-knit re-
lationships with his broth-
ers and sisters were a
source of great pride and
joy for him.

A Celebration of Life for
Duane will be held at Wiley
Funeral Home Sept. 28,
2024, at 10:30 a.m. The
family invites all who
knew Duane to join in cele-
brating his life and the joy
he brought to those
around him.

Martha 'Nanette'

Thomas Williams
June 24, 1936 - September 10, 2024

Martha "Nanette"
Thomas Williams, 88, of
Granbury, Texas passed
away on Sept. 10, 2024 in
her home on Lake
Granbury. Nanette was
born in Mobettie, Texas in
Wheeler County in the
Texas Panhandle. She was
the seventh of 10 children
to John and Erma Thomas.

She graduated from
Quanah High School in
1954 where she excelled in
basketball and volleyball.
She moved to Fort Worth
the day after graduation to
attend business school.
Nanette and Thomas
Williams were married in
1955, where she became a
lifetime partner to her
husband, in the grocery
business and they raised
three sons.

After retirement she
traveled with her husband,
Thomas and her brother
and sisters. A large part of
her retirement days were
spent decorating, antique
shopping and gardening.
Her greatest love and en-
joyment was being with
her family and extended
family of nieces and
nephews.

Nanette was preceded in
death by her husband,
Thomas Edward Williams;
son, Johnny Wayne
Williams; grandson, Clay-

ton Thomas Williams.
Survivors include Doug

and Debra Williams of
Granbury, Texas; Tommy
and Kim Williams of Ker-
rville. Numerous grand-
children, great-grandchil-
dren, and great-great-
grandchildren; sister,
Doris Denham of Quanah,
Texas.

Visitation was scheduled
on Sept. 19, 2024, from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m., at the Wi-
ley Center Chapel,
Granbury, Texas.

A service was scheduled
on Sept. 19, 2024, begin-
ning at 11 a.m., at the Wi-
ley Center Chapel,
Granbury, Texas.

Burial was private.
Service arrangements

under the care of Wiley Fu-
neral Home, Granbury,
Texas.
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The following is a 
breakdown of activ-
ity that occurred through 
the Granbury Police 
Department during the pe-
riod of Sept. 10-16. While 
there were many incidents, 
this is a partial list of more 
significant activity.

SEPT. 10
8:36 a.m.: fraud on 

Crawford Court
11:40 a.m.: threat on W. 

Pearl Street
2:46 p.m.: noise distur-

bance on W. Pearl Street
4:22 p.m.: theft of prop-

erty on E. U.S. Highway 377
7:56 p.m.: assault on 

Second Street
**A major accident, a mi-

nor accident and 32 traffic 
stops occurred this day**

SEPT. 11
7:45 a.m.: driver with 

invalid license on Acton 
Highway

2:13 p.m.: mentally ill per-
son on S. Park Drive

2:46 p.m.: possession of a 
controlled substance on E. 
Pearl Street

5:54 p.m.: fraud on Yuma 
Street

8:30 p.m.: mentally ill per-
son on Park Drive

9:21 p.m.: hit-and-run ac-
cident on E. U.S. Highway 
377

**A major accident, two 
minor accidents, a warrant 
service and 16 traffic stops 
occurred this day**

SEPT. 12
12:24 p.m.: harassment 

on Abe’s Landing
12:30 p.m.: fraud on E. 

U.S. Highway 377
12:48 p.m.: possession of 

a controlled substance on E. 
U.S. Highway 377

5:16 p.m.: theft over $100 
and under $750 on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

**A major accident, a mi-
nor accident and 19 traffic 
stops occurred this day**

SEPT. 13
11:39 a.m.: suspicious ac-

tivity on Pirate Drive
2:02 p.m.: assault on E. 

U.S. Highway 377
2:30 p.m.: criminal mis-

chief on W. Pearl Street
3:28 p.m.: criminal tres-

pass on W. Pearl Street
4:35 p.m.: fraud on NE 

Loop 567
7:09 p.m.: assault on 

Sunflower Lane
**A major accident, two 

minor accidents and 11 
traffic stops occurred this 
day**

SEPT. 14
10:15 a.m.: property 

found on Crossland Road
10:56 a.m.: assault on N. 

Brazos Street
3:58 p.m.: theft under 

$100 on E. U.S. Highway 
377

10:14 p.m.: suspicious ac-
tivity on E. Pearl Street

10:48 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on W. Pearl Street

10:57 p.m.: suspicious 
activity on E. U.S. Highway 
377

11:03 p.m.: noise distur-

EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS. 
Do you or someone you know 
have a problem with alcohol? 
Meetings daily at 10 a.m., noon 
and 7 p.m. at 1205 Lipan High-
way, Granbury.

SUNDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

ACTON 12 Step Group meets at 
7 p.m. at 3609 Acton Highway 
(behind Madison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Alco-
holics Anonymous. Closed dis-
cussion for women only. Meets 
every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 301 
W. Bridge St. For more informa-
tion call 317-772-8124

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Life grief sup-
port group meets from 3-5 p.m. 
for those who have lost a loved 
one through death, including 
the loss of a spouse, child, par-
ent, sibling or close friend. For 
the past 28 years, this group has 
helped people work through 
their grief process. Next ses-
sion begins Oct. 20. Christian 
based, nondenominational and 
welcome all who are suffering. 
Parish Hall of St. Frances Cabrini 
Catholic Church. For more infor-
mation, call Phillis and Bill Brew-
er at 817-573 or Sherry Bingham 
at 817-657-0822.

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON group 

meets every Monday at 6 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church, fel-
lowship hall, west entrance, 303 
W. Bridge St.

ACTON AL-ANON 12 Step 
Group meeting noon to 1 p.m. 
Located in the Acton Library in 
the same building as fire depart-
ment, 6430 Smokey Hill Court. 
For more information call 817-
308-3300.

ONGOING PEDALING for 
Parkinson’s classes at the Hood 
County YMCA. Stop by front 
desk for paperwork packet and 
info. Doctor’s release required 
before your first class. Classes 
are on stationary bikes and 
assistance is provided by certi-
fied instructors. Mondays and 
Thursdays from 1-2 p.m. Pedal-
ing a bike from 80-90 RPMs for 
40 minutes has been proven to 
help with Parkinson’s symp-
toms. Call for more information 
817-408-0559.

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. A 
noncontact boxing and fitness 
program designed for people 
with Parkinson’s Disease. First 
Christian Church, 2109 W. U.S. 
Highway 377 (next door to Trac-
tor Supply).

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK semi-
nar. Next session begins Sept. 
10, 6:30-8 p.m. Presented by 
StoneWater Church, Granbury, 
this program is a support group 
designed to help rebuild lives. 
Book for course, $20, “Finding 

hope after the loss of a loved 
one.” Register: GriefShare.
StoneWaterChurch.com or call 
817-579-9175. May call anytime 
for help.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY, 
Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram. Free dinner 6-6:45 p.m., 
large group meetings 7-8 p.m., 
small group meetings 8-9 p.m. 
Lakeside Baptist Church, 500 
W. Bluebonnet Drive. 817-573-
2094. Questions: Tim White 
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce 
254-396-5918.

ACTON 12 -Step Women’s 
Group meets at 5:30 p.m. at 
3609 Acton Highway (behind 
Madison Park).

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS). 8:45-10:45 a.m. Lakeside 
Baptist Church, room 133C, 500 
W. Bluebonnet Drive. Maximum 
weight scale: 400 pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY 
seminar and support recovery 
seminar and support group 
meets at 10 a.m. at Interim Hos-
pice, 1314 Paluxy Drive, Suite 
200. Childcare is not provided. 
Fee for Griefshare workbook is 
$15. Details: 817-573-7474.

RE|ENGAGE MARRIAGE En-
richment meets every Thurs-
day at 6:30 p.m. at StoneWater 
Church in Granbury. For more 
information email to paige.
kitchens@stonewaterchurch.
com.

ACTON 12 -Step Women’s 
Group meets at 5:30 p.m. at 
3609 Acton Highway (behind 
Madison Park).

COME JOIN our ongoing Pedal-
ing for Parkinson’s classes at the 
Hood County YMCA. Stop by 
the front desk for a paperwork 
packet and info. Doctor’s release 
required before your first class.  
Classes are on the stationary 
bikes and assistance is provided 
by certified instructors.  Join 
us on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 1pm-2pm. Pedaling a bike 
from 80-90 rpm’s for 40 minutes 
has been proven to help with 
Parkinson’s symptoms. Call for 
more information 817-408-0559.

ONGOING PEDALING for 
Parkinson’s classes at the Hood 
County YMCA. Stop by front 
desk for paperwork packet and 
info. Doctor’s release required 
before your first class. Classes 
are on stationary bikes and 
assistance is provided by certi-
fied instructors. Mondays and 
Thursdays from 1-2 p.m. Pedal-
ing a bike from 80-90 RPMs for 
40 minutes has been proven to 
help with Parkinson’s symp-
toms. Call for more information 
817-408-0559.

EVERY FRIDAY

CELEBRATE RECOVERY, 
Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram. 12 step groups 7-8 p.m., 
“Friday Night Live! Church” 8:15-
9 p.m. Lakeside Baptist Church, 
500 W. Bluebonnet Drive. 817-
573-2094. Questions: Tim White 
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce 

254-396-5918.

ACTON AL-ANON 12 Step 
Group meeting noon to 1 p.m. 
Located in the Acton Library in 
the same building as fire depart-
ment, 6430 Smokey Hill Court. 
For more information call 817-
308-3300.

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share con-
cerns, 10 a.m. at Acton Method-
ist Church, 3433 Fall Creek High-
way. Details: 817-326-2355.

FIRST TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS 
support group, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
in the 1894 Building at Acton 
Baptist Church, 3500 Fall Creek 
Highway. For caregivers, family 
members, friends and anyone 
in the community. Details: 817-
326-4693.

SECOND MONDAY

LOCAL CHAPTER 238 of the 
Disabled American Veterans 
now meets at Charterhouse, 959 
Charterhouse Circle, Granbury 
at 7 pm. The purpose of each 
meeting is to help the Veterans 
Administration keep its promise 
to take care of disabled veterans 
and to promote camaraderie 
among veterans, both men and 
women.

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for 
anyone grieving a loss in their 

life. This is an informal gathering 
over breakfast. Please join us for 
conversation and community, 
location varies. Call for info: Amy 
Dwight 817-894-2449 or Danny 
Dwight 817-219-9833.

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share con-
cerns, 10 a.m. at Acton Method-
ist Church, 3433 Fall Creek High-
way. Details: 817-326-2355.

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS 
support group, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
in the 1894 Building at Acton 
Baptist Church, 3500 Fall Creek 
Highway. For caregivers, family 
members, friends and anyone 
in the community. Details: 817-
326-4693.

FOURTH TUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone Ter-
race, 916 E. U.S. Highway 377. 
Open for those with Parkinson’s 
Disease and their families want-
ing to understand more about 
this disease. Details: 817-999-
1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for 
anyone grieving a loss in their 
life. This is an informal gathering 
over breakfast. Please join us for 
conversation and community. 
Location varies. Call for info: 
Amy Dwight 817-894-2449, or 
Danny Dwight 817-219-9833.

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to  cal-
endar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.
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Weldon Melvin Henson
November 8, 1935 - September 7, 2024

Weldon Melvin Henson,
88, passed away on Sept.
7, 2024. He was born in
Winters, Texas on Nov. 8,
1935, to Troy and Tiney
Henson.

Weldon proudly served
in the United States Army.
He owned and operated
several automotive and
body shops for a few
decades. Later in life he re-
turned to what he loved
most - farming and ranch-
ing and antique restora-
tion and sales. Working
the land and tending to
livestock were his favorite
hobbies while fishing was
a distant second.

Weldon is survived by
his wife, Phyllis "Jan" Bog-
gan; children, Weldon
"Greg" Henson and his wife
Susan, Melissa Shouse and
husband Carl, and Mack
"Tony" Henson; brother
Dennis Henson and wife
Monya; grandchildren, Gre-
gory, Abby, Jack, Cody,
Bucky, Jacob, Autumn,

James, Michael and Amber;
other family members Kel-
ly Merl, Kim George,
Kendell Henson, Kevin
Henson, Dylan Henson and
Devin Henson; and numer-
ous great-grandchildren.

Funeral service will be at
10 a.m. Friday, Sept. 27,
2024, at Wiley Funeral
Home in Granbury, Texas.
Graveside services and
burial will follow with mili-
tary honors at 2 p.m. at
the Dallas-Fort Worth Na-
tional Cemetery.

OBITS FROM A13

Dorothy Jean McGhee
December 26, 1929 - September 11, 2024

Dorothy Jean McGhee,
94, beloved mother, grand-
mother, and great-grand-
mother, of Granbury,
passed away on Wednes-
day morning, Sept. 11,
2024, in Pilot Point, Texas.

Visitation was held from
noon until 1 p.m., on Mon-
day, Sept. 16, 2024, at the
Wiley Funeral Home
Chapel, 400 Highway 377
East in Granbury. Funeral
services celebrating her
life were held at 1 p.m.,
Monday, at the funeral
home. Burial followed at
Cresson Cemetery.

Dorothy was born on
Dec. 26, 1929, in Fort
Worth to the late W.R. and
Ora York. She married Ce-
cil McGhee on Jan. 19,
1949, and together had
two daughters, Carolyn
and Susie. Dorothy loved
music! She taught piano
and enjoyed listening to
southern gospel music.
Most of all, Dorothy cher-
ished time spent with her
family - particularly her
grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.
Dorothy is survived by

her daughters, Carolyn
Melugin and Susie and
husband Steve Solomon;
her grandchildren, Leah,
Nicholas, Trevor, Ty, and
Cory; and by her great-
grandchildren, Airean,
Avrie, and Evan.

In addition to her par-
ents, Dorothy was preced-
ed in death by her hus-
band, Cecil McGhee; her
niece, Sherry Mann, and by
her two brothers Delroy
and Snyder York, and sis-
ter Geraldine Robertson.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMNET

Gomez-Palmer
With great love and along with Enyi Aurora, we announce 

our marriage. Although we decided to celebrate with a pri-
vate ceremony, our family and friends were not far from 
our hearts. As we start this new chapter of our lives togeth-
er, we look forward to sharing and making memories with 
family and friends that will last a lifetime.

Vanessa Carolina Gomez and Joshua David Palmer
July 5, 2024

COURTESY PHOTO

POLICE BLOTTER

City of Granbury Police 
Department Criminal Activity Report

PLEASE SEE BLOTTER | A15
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bance on Paluxy Road
11:15 p.m.: noise distur-

bance on Acton Highway

**A major accident, a 
minor accident, two war-
rant services and 25 traffic 
stops occurred this day**

SEPT. 15
12:37 a.m.: burglary on 

Spring Ridge Circle
9:10 a.m.: threat on N. 

Jones Road
1:32 p.m.: theft over $100 

and under $750 on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

**A minor accident and 

33 traffic stops occurred 
this day**

SEPT. 16
9:15 a.m.: assault on W. 

Pearl Street
11:52 a.m.: hit-and-run 

accident on Waters Edge 
Drive

3:01 p.m.: theft on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

7:56 p.m.: threat on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

**A major accident, three 

minor accidents, and 12 
traffic stops occurred this 
day**

Now that you’ve decided to 
buy a home and are ready to 
make it happen, it’s a good 
idea to plan ahead for the 
costs that are a typical part 
of the home-buying process. 
And while your down pay-
ment is probably the number 
one expense on your mind, 
don’t forget about closing 
costs. Here’s what you need 
to know.

Simply put, your clos-
ing costs are the additional 
fees and payments you must 
make at closing. And while 
they’ll vary based on the price 
of the home and how it’s be-
ing financed, every buyer has 
these, so they shouldn’t be a 
surprise. It’s just that some 
people forget to budget for 
them. According to Freddie 
Mac, this part of the home-
buying process typically 
includes:
 Application fees
 Credit report fees
 Loan origination fees
 Appraisal fees
 Home inspection fees
 Title insurance
 Homeowners Insurance
 Survey fees
 REALTOR® fees
 Attorney fees
The same Freddie Mac ar-

ticle goes on to say: “Closing 
costs vary greatly depend-
ing on your location and the 
price of your home. Typically, 
you should be prepared to 
pay between 2% and 5% of the 
home purchase price in clos-
ing fees.”

With that in mind, here’s 
how you can get an idea of 

what you’ll need to budget. 
Let’s say you find a home you 
want to purchase at today’s 
median price of $422,600. 
Based on the 2-5% Freddie 
Mac estimate, your closing 
fees could be between rough-
ly $8,452 and $21,130.

But keep in mind, if you’re 

in the market for a home 
above or below this price 
range, your numbers will be 
higher or lower.

If you’re wondering if 
there’s any way to inch that 
down a little bit, NerdWallet 
lists a few things that could 
help: 

NEGOTIATE WITH THE SELLER
Some sellers are willing to 

cover part or all these expens-
es — especially since homes 
are staying on the market a 
bit longer now. Sellers may be 
more motivated to compro-
mise, and you’ll find you have 

a bit more negotiation power. 
So don’t hesitate to ask them 
for concessions like paying 
for the home inspection or 
giving you a credit toward 
closing costs. 

SHOP AROUND FOR  
HOME INSURANCE

Since rising home insurance 
is a challenge in many areas 
of the country right now, take 
the time to get a clear picture 
of all your options. Each in-
surance company offers its 
own policies and coverage, so 
get multiple quotes and see 
how they compare. Choosing 
a policy that provides reliable 
coverage at a competitive rate 
can make a difference.

LOOK INTO CLOSING  
COST ASSISTANCE

Just like there are programs 
to help with your down pay-
ment, options exist to get 
support with closing costs, 
too. While they’ll vary by 
area, there are programs for 
various income levels, cer-
tain professions and specific 
towns or neighborhoods, too.

Planning for the fees and 
payments you’ll need to cover 
when you’re closing on your 
home is important — and it 
doesn’t have to be a big sur-
prise. Our buyer’s agents at 
Knieper Realty can help you 
better plan and prepare so 
please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to us.  Give us a call at 
817-219-0456 or visit us on-
line at www.WeSellGranbury.
com. Let’s connect so you 
have someone you can go to 
for more tips and advice.

Portions of this ar-
ticle were sourced, with 
permission, from www.
KeepingCurrentMatters.com.

The Waterfront Experts
and The Authority on Real Estate.

Y

WeSellGranbury.com    817-219-0456

What is The Most Important thing
when selling your home?

Choosing the Right Team.

R E A L  E S T A T ER E A L  E S T A T E

KNIEPER REALTY

COURTESY PHOTO BY ALEXKICH, ADOBESTOCK.COM

Simply put, your closing costs are the additional fees and payments you must make at closing. And while they’ll vary based on the price of 
the home and how it’s being financed, every buyer has these, so they shouldn’t be a surprise. It’s just that some people forget to budget for 
them.

Buyers should keep closing costs in mind

BLOTTER
FROM PAGE A14
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REP. ROGER WILLIAMS 
VISITS GRANBURY

On Monday, Sept. 16, a Great Lives Great Leaders Washington D.C. Report event  
featuring U.S. Rep. Roger Williams was hosted by Ike and Trisha Thomas. The event drew 
a packed house at Celebration Hall. Ticket holders enjoyed light hors d’oeuvres and wine 

from Barons Creek Vineyards. This was followed by great food catered by Randy’s Bar & Grill 
and Hard Eight BBQ. A reception kicked off the event, offering attendees the opportunity 
to meet and hear Williams before he addressed the crowd. In late August, members of the 

Pecan Plantation Breakfast Club welcomed Williams as a special guest at its meeting at the 
Pecan Plantation Clubhouse. Williams enjoyed visiting with his constituents over a delicious 

breakfast before he delivered remarks.
PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
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COMMUNITY
Granbury’s Colton Alford emerges 
as rising star in youth baseball

GISD celebrates 
achievements of students

Celebrating 90 years around 
the campfire with El Tesoro

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

Colton Alford, an 11-year-old standout ath-
lete from Granbury, has been making waves 
in youth baseball, achieving notable success 
with the Texas Edge baseball team. Colton, 
who has played select baseball since age 7, 
recently played a key role in helping his team 
secure the World Series championship at the 
2024 Triple Crown Slumpbuster in Omaha, 
Nebraska.

The Texas Edge team, competing against 
39 teams from across the country, went un-
defeated with a 6-0 record. Colton delivered 
an impressive performance, hitting .455 over 
the six-game tournament, which included 
five hits, one home run, and four RBIs. He 
also contributed as a pitcher and first base-
man for the team.

“We played teams from California, 
Nebraska, Colorado, Virginia and more,” said 
Colton’s father, Jason Alford. “Out of all of 
them, we came out on top. Colton hit a home 
run in the World Series despite waking up 
sick at 4:30 in the morning before the game.” 
Alford noted his son’s perseverance and 
performance in tough situations have been a 
hallmark of his young career.

The young athlete’s success continued 
during the USA Baseball tournament in early 
August. Out of 85 players, only 13 were se-
lected for the USA team, and Colton was 
among them. Over the course of the tourna-
ment, Colton batted an astounding .875, with 
seven hits, one home run and three RBIs, 
earning him the Most Valuable Player (MVP) 
award. His home run in the championship 
game helped secure a 7-4 victory against 
Venezuela.

In addition to his recent tournament suc-
cess, Alford highlighted his son’s strong 
work ethic and dedication to improving his 
game. “Colton is very humble and works 
hard,” he said, noting their weekly prac-
tice sessions and lessons. A Tennessee 
Volunteers baseball team fan, Colton had 
the opportunity to attend a College World 
Series game in Omaha to watch his favorite 
team. As both a first baseman and pitcher, 
Colton has earned four or five All-American 
selections at Perfect Game tournaments in 
Houston.

In just four seasons, Colton has hit over 
30 home runs, a testament to his consis-
tency and power at the plate. During his 10U 
season with Texas Edge, he batted .466, col-
lecting 41 hits, five home runs and 44 RBIs 
across 10 tournaments.

Colton’s mother, Janit Alford, expressed 
her pride in her son’s character, both on and 
off the field. “Coaches from all over the coun-
try have personally spoken to us about what 
a well-rounded and kind kid Colton is, be-
yond his athletic abilities,” she said. “People 
have even thanked us for how he treated 
their children, showing great sportsmanship. 
For us, his character comes before the home 
runs.”

In addition to his athletic prowess, Colton 
excels academically, maintaining As and Bs 
while juggling his baseball practices and les-
sons. He works with his longtime coach, Matt 
Mitcham, the owner of Texas Edge, who has 
been training Colton in hitting and pitching 
since he was 5.

Colton’s achievements on the field and his 
dedication to academics and sportsmanship 
have garnered attention from coaches and 
players alike. As he continues developing his 
skills, his performance and character suggest 
a promising future in the sport.

COURTESY PHOTOS

 Right: Colton Alford pitches for 
the Texas Edge during the 2024 

summer tournament.

Left: Colton Alford arrives ready 
to play in the USA tournament.

COURTESY GRAPHIC

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

From Sept. 27-29, Camp 
Fire Camp El Tesoro will 
host its 90-year celebration 
event at its facility located at 
7710 Fall Creek Highway in 
Granbury.

The campfire crackled as 
the sun dipped below the 
horizon, casting a warm 
glow on the faces of the chil-
dren gathered around. For 
Elise Mayfield McConnell, 
Camp El Tesoro was not 
just a place to spend her 
summers; it was a cradle of 
childhood memories and life 
lessons she carried well into 
adulthood.

“When I first attended 
Camp El Tesoro, it was 1962, 
and I was out of second 
grade,” McConnell remi-
nisced. “But the first time 

I actually visited the camp 
was when my older sister 
was in second grade.

“My mother was the 
co-leader of her Blue Bird 
group, and we went out on a 
day trip. I was 5 then, and I 
remember being captivated 
by the outdoors, the camp-
fire and the camaraderie.”

This initial visit sparked 
her desire to experience the 
camp for herself. “I think my 
expectation was I wanted to 
do what she did,” McConnell 
said. “It was kind of fun to 
be outdoors and do some-
thing different and be away 
from home.”

As Camp El Tesoro pre-
pares to celebrate its 90th 
anniversary next month, 
McConnell reflects on her 
years there, recalling the 
friendships made, the skills 
learned and the confidence 
gained.

McConnell’s first experi-
ence as a camper was filled 
with mixed emotions and 
memorable moments. “I 
remember going with my 
best friend from school and 
my cousin,” she said. “We 
were in a cabin with six girls, 
and the counselor wanted 
us to be in three groups of 
two. My cousin didn’t get 
to be my partner, and she 
was mad the whole time. 
It’s funny; the little things 
you remember like that, you 
know. My cousin and I are 
still friends, and she still 
brings it up.”

While her cousin decid-
ed not to return to camp, 
McConnell’s love for Camp 
El Tesoro only grew. “I re-
turned every year and even-
tually became a counselor 
in training (CIT) and then a 

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

At Monday evening’s 
Granbury ISD school board 
meeting, six students were 
recognized for their impres-
sive accomplishments.

From serving breakfast 
to first responders to win-
ning a national essay contest 
and engaging in hands-on 
scientific research, the eve-
ning showcased the diverse 
talents and dedication of the 

district’s young scholars.
Highlights included the 

Patriot Day Drive-Thru 
Breakfast, a Scholastic Essay 
Contest win, and participa-
tion in the prestigious Joint 
Science and Technology 
Institute.

The board meeting began 
with four Acton Elementary 
School students leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The 
students, Paxton Anderson, 
Logan Byrd, Rowan Pinksa 
and Colton Druzanovic were 
recognized for their par-

ticipation in the pledges and 
involvement in a Patriot Day 
event.

On Sept. 11, the students 
helped serve breakfast to 
first responders from Hood 
County, an initiative orga-
nized by Acton Elementary 
to honor local heroes.

“These students not only 
served breakfast to our first 
responders but have family 
members who are firefight-

LAUREN DAVIS | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Students (Left to right) Paxton Anderson, Logan Byrd (wearing a pink T-shirt and standing with a 
younger sibling), Colton Druzanovic, and Rowan Pinksa stand proudly with their first responder 
parents at the Granbury ISD school board meeting. The Acton Elementary students led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The students were recognized for participating in a Patriot Day event, where they served 
breakfast to local heroes, including their firefighter and police officer family members.

PLEASE SEE GISD | B6
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Full-Service ER Now Open in Fall Creek
When someone in your family needs emergency care, you want it fast. 
Now, with a new ER at Fall Creek, Lake Granbury Medical Center provides 
patients with:

• Quick, convenient access to 24-hour emergency care
• 8 private patient rooms
• Lab and imaging services, including digital X-ray and CT
• Access to Lake Granbury Medical Center’s spectrum of care

From treatment for broken bones to care for life-threatening conditions, 
our dedicated team is ready.

LakeGranburyER.com

5309 E. Hwy. 377, Granbury
In an emergency, call 911 or go to the closest ER. 

Fired up for success: Granbury High 
School’s BBQ Team sizzles in competition
BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the  
Hood County News
micky@hcnews.com

At Granbury High School, 
where textbooks and tests 
typically take center stage, 
a group of students is find-
ing success in a more unex-
pected arena — the smoky, 
flavorful world of competi-
tive barbecue. Led by culi-
nary arts instructor Brianne 
Langdon, the GHS BBQ team 
is teaching students not only 
how to master the grill but 
also how to grow as individu-
als, all while working togeth-
er as a team.

The GHS BBQ team, 
which kicked off in the 
2020-2021 school year, has 
quickly evolved into one 
of the school’s most excit-
ing and unique programs. 
“Our first BBQ trailer was 
funded by a (Granbury 
Education Foundation) 
grant and fabricated by 
our GHS welding depart-
ment, led by Mr. Hinojosa,” 
Langdon recalls, explaining 
how the team started with 
just four students: Aubrey 
Kirby, Nate Franzmathes, 
Alaina Woycenko and Maddy 
Hidalgo. Now entering its 
fifth year, the program has 
grown to include 30 to 35 
students, and Langdon is 
more excited than ever for 
the upcoming season.

Langdon’s path to lead-
ing the BBQ program wasn’t 
a straightforward one. 
Originally from Big Lake, 
she graduated from Reagan 
County High School in 2002 
and earned a degree in ag-
ricultural journalism from 
Texas A&M University in 
2005. She later pursued 
a master’s degree from 
Tarleton State University in 
agriculture and consumer 
science. Langdon joined 
Granbury ISD nine years ago 
as a teacher in the culinary 

arts pathway after serving 
as a county extension agent 
with the 4-H program and 
working in the private sector.

“I had heard about high 
school BBQ through social 
media and teacher groups I 
belong to. I loved the idea of 
teaching BBQ because it is 
something anyone can learn 
to do and enjoy,” she says. 
For Langdon, the appeal of 
teaching barbecue wasn’t 
just about food — it was 
about providing a space for 
students to grow. “My true 
love is helping kids be the 
best version of themselves 
they can be. The BBQ pro-
gram is another tool to help 
them discover who they are 
and what they are capable 
of. I love teaching leadership 
and teamwork, empower-
ing people through kindness 
and tough love, and pro-
viding a safe place for kids 
to try, fail, learn, grow and 
succeed.”

The growth of the GHS 
BBQ program has been 
nothing short of remark-
able. Currently, the team has 
three competitive traveling 
teams, each comprised of up 
to five members. The dishes 
they prepare for competition 
include everything from des-
serts and beans to chicken, 
ribs and brisket. For those 
who don’t compete, there are 
club members who come to 
practices to learn the art of 
barbecue without the pres-
sure of competition. “Some 
kids don’t have the desire 
to compete, but they want 
to learn,” Langdon explains. 
“Others weren’t ready for a 
place on a competitive team 
last year but learned a lot 
and are looking forward to 
trying out this year.”

What makes the BBQ team 
truly special, however, is not 
just the food it cooks but the 
skills and lessons learned 
along the way. As Langdon 
points out, barbecue is much 
more than just grilling meat 

— it’s a science. “People 
don’t often equate physics 
and chemistry to BBQ, but 
science plays a huge role in 
the entire process,” she says. 
“Fire management, weather, 
equipment, flavor combina-
tions, cooking methods, food 
safety, chemical and physical 
reactions … those are the es-
sence of the BBQ process.”

Yet the benefits of the 
BBQ program go beyond sci-
ence. Students develop time 
management skills, team-
work, critical thinking and 
creativity as they prepare for 
competitions. “They need to 
know their recipes, how to 
fix any issues that come up, 
how to adapt on the fly and 
adjust if things aren’t going 
according to plan,” Langdon 
explains. “There’s also con-
flict resolution and owning 
mistakes … Sometimes, they 
mess up, and it impacts the 
team. They must learn how 
to own that and how their ac-
tions impact others.”

Competitions also offer 
valuable opportunities for 
students to grow emotion-
ally and mentally. After each 
event, they receive feedback 
cards from judges, which 
help them stay grounded 
and constantly improve.

“It’s always a balance of 
practicing, improving, tweak-
ing, staying humble but gain-
ing confidence, and most im-
portantly, having fun while 
still taking care of business,” 
Langdon said. “The only way 
to get better at BBQ is to do 
it, and it’s not a short, slow 
process. These kids must put 
in a lot of hours to get better. 
When you pair that dedica-
tion with our expectations of 
high character and integ-
rity, our program strives to 
embody ‘Good People First, 
Good Food Second.’”

The hard work has paid 
off. In its second year of 
competition, the GHS BBQ 
team placed 10th at the state 
level, with a first place finish 

in the Beans category. Last 
past season, the team placed 
18th at state, with notable 
rankings of fourth place in 
brisket, 13th in chicken, and 
26th in beans. As Langdon 
notes, “Every practice, com-
petition and season, our BBQ 
is improving, and more im-
portantly, we are creating a 
culture of integrity, respect, 
compassion and learning.”

The program’s rise to 
prominence even attracted 
the attention of the Magnolia 
Network’s show “BBQ High,” 
which showcased the GHS 
BBQ team’s journey. “The 
‘BBQ High’ experience has 
been so surreal,” Langdon 
says. “It was a lot of work 
and took so much extra time 
and planning, but I am in-
credibly grateful to the pro-

duction team for choosing to 
share our story.”

Despite its growing suc-
cess, Langdon is quick to 
acknowledge the program 
wouldn’t be where it is to-
day without the support of 
the community. “We have 
learned so much the last 
four years, and a lot of that 
is because of amazing com-
munity support,” she says. 
From local businesses like 
Hill City Chophouse in Tolar, 
which mentored the team in 
its first year, to individuals 
like Brad Boyd, who gener-
ously supplied the team with 
firewood, Langdon knows 
the importance of the help 
they’ve received. “BBQ is 
an expensive activity,” she 
notes. “Without the sup-
port of our community, we 

wouldn’t be able to do what 
we do.”

Looking ahead to the 2024-
2025 season, Langdon is 
optimistic about what’s to 
come. With three competi-
tive teams, a growing inter-
est from middle school stu-
dents, and a dedicated group 
of club members, the GHS 
BBQ team is poised for even 
greater success. As Langdon 
puts it, “We are loud and 
proud BBQ, and we can’t wait 
to see what happens in the 
2024-25 season!”

For more information 
about the GHS BBQ team, vis-
it its website at https://sites.
google.com/granburyisd.
org/ghs-brianne-langdon/
ghs-bbq or follow the team 
on Facebook at Granbury 
High School BBQ.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRIANNE LANGDON

Seriously Smokin’ team and Chef Langdon at State in May.

Emery Kirby with her chicken at the State BBQ Contest in May.
Casey Labelle takes his smoked chicken off the pit at the World 
Food Championships in November 2023.

Chef Langdon, Emery Kirby, Noe Puente and Maria Marez at the San 
Antonio Stock Show Junior Pitmaster contest, where they won 3rd 
place brisket and 10th place team overall.

Chef Langdon, Noe Puente, Maria Marez, Emery Kirby and Rayleigh 
Langdon earned 3rd overall, 1st place brisket, 10th place beans, 3rd 
place chicken at the Graham contest
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O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light,what so 
proudly we hail ’d at the twilight’s last gleaming. 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the 

perilous fight. O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so 
gallantly streaming? And the rocket’s red glare, the 

bombs bursting in air, gave proof through the night that 
our flag was still there. O say does that star-spangled 
banner yet wave o’er the land of the free and the home 

of the brave? On the shore dimly seen through the mists 
of the deep where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence 
reposes, what is that which the breeze, o’er the towering 

steep, as it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam, 
in full glory reflected now shines in the stream, ’tis the 

star-spangled banner - o long may it wave o’er the 
land of the free and the home of the brave! And where 
is that band who so vauntingly swore, that the havoc 

of war and the battle’s confusion a home and a country 
should leave us no more? Their blood has wash’d out 

their foul footstep’s pollution. No refuge could save the 
hireling and slave from the terror of flight or the gloom 
of the grave,and the star-spangled banner in triumph 
doth wave o’er the land of the free and the home of 

the brave. O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand 

HELP US  
HONOR OUR  

LOCAL VETERANS

We’re running a special section in  
November to honor our local veterans.
HURRY! Deadline to submit is 

Monday, October 14th.
Submit your veteran’s photo to our website:
 www.hcnews.com SUBMIT YOUR  

VETERAN HERE

Include name of veteran, branch of service, years served, and a photo. 

VETERANS DAYVETERANS DAY

GHS’ Lilly Tyler is awarded $25k scholarship

Granbury ISD Board approves major 
purchases, rejects property sale
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

The Granbury Independent 
School District board of 
trustees convened Monday 
evening, Sept. 16, to make 
several critical decisions re-
garding district purchases 
and a property sale.

The board approved the 
acquisition of new school 
buses, Chromebooks and 
fencing for school campuses 
while rejecting the sale of 
district property.

Five trustees were pres-
ent at the meeting. Board 
President Barbara Townsend 
and Place 7 trustee Karen 
Lowery were absent.

IXL LEARNING|  
PROGRAM RENEWAL

The board renewed its 
contract with IXL, a teach-
ing and learning platform 
aligned with Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills. 
Teachers use IXL to supple-
ment instruction, track stu-
dent progress, and target 
specific skills for improve-
ment. According to district 
staff, more than 7,500 stu-
dents have benefited from 

the program, which has 
shown significant growth in 
student achievement across 
multiple campuses. The 
board voted 5-0 in favor of 
renewing the program, with 
two members absent.

PURCHASE OF SCHOOL BUSES
The board approved a 

$990,000 purchase of seven 
school buses, including five 
71-passenger buses and 
two special education buses 
from a Texas-based compa-
ny that has been in business 
since 1965.

The change from 77-pas-
senger to 71-passenger bus-
es was made due to quicker 
delivery times and a $57,000 
savings. These buses are 
expected to be in service be-
fore Thanksgiving. Funding 
comes from the sale of a five-
acre property in Acton, with 
additional funds from a re-
cent state “settle-up” regard-
ing frozen property levies.

Monica Brown, a communi-
ty member, expressed excite-
ment over the purchase, not-
ing that acquiring new buses 
had been a topic in multiple 
bond proposals. Brown also 

raised questions about the 
district’s fund balance, ask-
ing if the extra funds, which 
exceed 20%, could be used 
for additional buses or cost-
of-living increases for staff.

CHROMEBOOKS  
FOR STUDENTS

The board also ap-
proved the purchase of 
500 Chromebooks from 
Vivacity Tech Public Benefit 
Corporation at a total cost of 
$131,400. The Chromebooks 
will be used primarily in K-2 
classrooms and are intend-

ed to address a shortage of 
devices within the district. 
The district will distribute 
these devices to students as 
part of its initiative to ensure 
equal access to technology 
and digital learning tools.

The board discussed the 
importance of technology 
in modern education but ac-
knowledged concerns over 
too much screen time for 
young students.

FENCING PROJECT APPROVAL
A $431,990 fencing proj-

ect was approved for Nettie 

Baccus Elementary, STEAM 
Academy at Mambrino and 
Granbury High School. The 
contract, awarded to Calvary 
Construction, will be funded 
by a safety and security 
grant. The project involves 
removing and replacing ex-
isting fencing to enhance 
campus security.

PROPERTY SALE REJECTED
In other business, the 

board discussed a bid for the 
sale of approximately seven 
acres of unimproved prop-
erty located at 2850 Acton 
School Road. After consider-
ation, the board voted 5-0 to 
reject the bid, citing reasons 
not disclosed in the meeting.

FUTURE DISCUSSIONS
The board closed the 

meeting by reminding the 
participants that future dis-
cussions will include HVAC 
system improvements, 
which will utilize funds from 
the state’s recent settlement 
related to frozen property 
taxes.

To watch the board meet-
ing, visit  https://www.
youtube.com/live/YhYCle-
UMdo?si=Oheim2TVa_
HA8Q_Z

COURTESY GRAPHIC

GISD trustees approved the purchase of 500 Chromebooks from Vivacity Tech Public Benefit Corporation at a total cost of $131,400.

From Staff Reports

Lilly Tyler, a student at 
Granbury High School, has 
been awarded a presti-
gious national $25,000 col-
lege scholarship from the 
Horatio Alger Association, 
a nonprofit educational or-

ganization that honors the 
achievements of outstanding 
leaders.

Tyler has been named 
a Horatio Alger National 
Scholar for 2025. The schol-
arship supports promising 
young people who pursue 
higher education and techni-

cal scholarships. This honor 
celebrates Tyler’s exception-
al perseverance and commit-
ment to education despite 
facing significant personal 
challenges.

The Horatio Alger 
Association was established 
in 1947 to reinforce belief in 

the American Dream and in-
spire young people to strive 
for their highest potential.

Since the establishment of 
its scholarship programs in 
1984, it has become one of 
the largest privately funded, 
need-based scholarship pro-
viders in the United States. 

These scholarships serve as 
a powerful symbol of recog-
nition of the scholars’ char-
acter and of the belief placed 
in their future.

This HAA scholarship will 
provide Tyler with financial 
resources and programming 
to support her academic ca-

reer, including financial aid 
counseling, college selection 
advising, access to dedicat-
ed mentors and free mental 
health counseling.
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Walkway access improved at Hood County Demo Garden

Unique experience honors  
memory of late brother

Edmunds is the owner of 
Premier Escape Room, an ac-
tivity that has become quite 
popular in recent years. 
What’s more, hers is a mobile 
escape room, which means 
she can bring the adventure 
to you.

“I have always loved es-
cape rooms. I was thinking 
‘what better way to allow me 
to bring this joy to others 
and not be isolated to one 
location?’” Edmunds said. 
“Three words — mobile es-
cape room.”

The company, which bills 
itself as Texas’ only mobile 
escape room, was actually 
launched in 2018 by Blake’s 
mother (her stepmother). 
Edmunds bought it from her 
this year.

“After my brother’s un-
expected passing in 2022, 
I wanted to find something 
that could keep his memory 

alive,” she said. “Whenever 
his mom ran the business, he 
attended the events and was 
the magician doing the mag-
ic tricks. This just continual-
ly reminds me of his playful 
personality.”

ABOUT THE ROOM
For those wondering what 

the difference is, Edmunds 
said the mobile escape room 
is the same as a stationary 
location. People still solve 
clues and brain games to 
escape.

“We are just able to drive it 
around,” she said.

Edmunds said the mobile 
escape room can be driven 
anywhere it is needed. It can 
be used for birthday parties, 
corporate team building, 
fundraisers, school events 
and much more.

“If you can dream up a 
party, we can bring the fun 

to you!” she exclaimed.
The theme for the room is 

“magic show.”
“We can add and subtract 

clues to make it harder or 
easier, depending on the 
event,” she said. “The escape 
room is for anyone willing to 
take on the challenge.

“We recommend (age) 10 
and up if they aren’t accom-
panied by an older player 
to help solve some of the 
clues. It can be a real brain 
thinker.”

Her husband, Dakota, and 
sister, Ashlynn, help run 
the escape room. They took 
it to the Granbury Square 
over Labor Day weekend and 
Edmunds said the communi-
ty response was awesome.

“There were many people 
intrigued by the idea. The 
design is definitely a head 
turner,” she said.

“It is a really unique and 
thrilling experience. It 
was enjoyed by all ages,” 
Ashlynn said. “Everyone left 
with a smile and it was very 
affordable.”

On the outside it looks like 
a trailer, albeit colorful and 
eye-catching. Inside, howev-
er, is where the fun is as visi-
tors navigate to their exit.

“I am thrilled to see my 
best friend’s hard work pay 
off,” said Kayla Hayworth. 
“This is a fantastic and af-
fordable opportunity for 
kids and adults to enjoy lo-
cally, offering a unique and 
entertaining experience per-
fect for parties, festivals and 
other celebrations.”

FAMILY ADVENTURE
Family involvement is a 

regular part of their life. 
Edmunds works as a para-
medic in Parker County and 
has a flight paramedic certi-
fication. Dakota works as an 
emergency medical techni-
cian in Hamilton County 
and is on track to graduate 
from paramedic school in 
December.

Dakota has been on the 
Granbury Volunteer Fire 
Department for eight years 
and Edmunds was recently 
voted to become a member, 
as well. She will be attending 
its fire academy and help-
ing to serve the Hood County 
community.

This is Edmunds’s first 
business venture, but she is 
already thinking of expan-
sion. The next move, she 
said, is to open a brick-

and-mortar location in 
Stephenville.

“That is my hometown, 
and I want to bring more fun 
back into that community,” 
she said.

Remember, this is a mobile 

business, so wherever you 
reside, Premier can come to 
your town.

“I am excited for the com-
munity to hear about this 
one-of-a-kind experience,” 
she said.

PHOTOS COURTESY SHYANN EDMUNDS

The late Blake Houghton performs his magic act in front of Premier 
Escape Room. His sister, Shyann Edmunds, owns and operates the 
escape room in his memory and it is believed to be the only mobile 
escape room in the state.

Shyann Edmunds is the owner of Premier Escape Room, which she operates in memory of her late 
brother, Blake Houghton. She believes it to be the only mobile escape room in the state.

Shyann Edmunds with her late brother, Blake Houghton. Shyann owns and operates Premier Escape 
Room in his memory. It is believed to be the only mobile escape room in Texas.

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County News

T
o keep the memory of her late brother 
Blake Houghton alive, Shyann Edmunds 
found an escape.

Submitted Item

Thanks to an anonymous 
donor, people who need a 
firm surface to walk steadily 
or use mobility aids can now 
enjoy a closer experience 
at the Demo Garden main-
tained by the Lake Granbury 
Master Gardeners of Hood 
County at 1410 W. Pearl St., 
Granbury.

The existing mulch was 
scraped from the walkways, 
weed barrier was applied, 
and then decomposed gran-
ite was poured and tamped 
down. The project was 
completed the last week of 
August.

The benefit of the new sur-
face will be experienced by 

visitors Oct. 5 from 1:30 to 4 
p.m., when the LGMG hosts 
its Romancing the Monarch 
festival, celebrating the mi-
gration of monarch butter-
flies through Hood County 
on the way to Mexico.

“We are so pleased to re-
move the impediment of the 
uneven surfaces on the walk-
ways,” said Steven Rhodes, 
president of the LGMG of 
Hood County.

“This project has been 
discussed by our master 
gardeners for five years or 
more, but the expense was a 
barrier until the anonymous 
donor came to our treasur-
er, asking to help,” Rhodes 
continued.

Rhodes said a few issues 
need to be addressed before 
it can be said that the Demo 
Garden is mobility acces-
sible, but the decomposed 
granite alone makes a signifi-
cant improvement.

Lake Granbury Master 
Gardeners is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization.

To learn more about Lake 
Granbury Master Gardeners 
of Hood County, visit the 
Demonstration Garden lo-
cated behind Hood County 
Annex I at 1410 W. Pearl 
St., or call the Hood County 
AgriLife Extension office at 
817-579-3280, or visit lake-
granburymastergardeners.
org.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Jane Wilson enjoys the newly manicured paths at the Demo Garden maintained by the Lake Granbury 
Master Gardeners of Hood County at 1410 W. Pearl St.

Thanks to an anonymous donor, the existing mulch was scraped from the walkways, weed barrier was 
applied and then decomposed granite was poured and tamped down just in time for the Romancing the 
Monarch event at the Demo Garden.
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Tolar Sports Sept. 13
PHOTOS BY JESSE RAMIREZ JR. | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

Friday, Sept. 13 the Tolar Rattler Volleyball  team took on the Dublin Lions at home. The Lady Rattlers defeated the Lions 3 sets to 0. The Tolar 
Rattler Football team also played a home game on Sept. 13 against the Millsap Bulldogs. The Rattlers deafeated the Bulldogs 36-20.  

For full galleries go to hcnews.com.
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Wide receiver Dacen Watkins lines up with the ball before scoring the night’s first touchdown.

Lady Pirates win Fossil Ridge CC meet
BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the  
Hood County News

The Granbury Lady Pirates 
topped the field in the Fossil 
Ridge Run of the Panther 
cross country meet at The 
Bluff in Haltom City Sept. 5. 
Four Lady Pirates finished 
in the top 20 runners and all 
five placed in the top 30.

Josefina Berry paced 
Granbury over the 5K course, 
posting a time of 22 min-
utes, 23 seconds to finish 
sixth individually. Kambry 
Zschiesche was eighth, clock-
ing a 22:44.

Addyn Hollis placed 17th 
in a time of 23:58 and Alexie 
Patrick was 18th in 24 min-
utes. Karolina Berry was 28th 
with a 25:06.

What’s more, the Lady 
Pirates competed without 
one of their top runners; Ava 
Stein was out with an ankle 
injury.

The Lady Pirates were 
competing in the Paschal 
Invitational at Athletic 
Performance Ranch in Fort 
Worth at press time and are 
in the Castleberry Meet at 
Camp Carter Sept. 20.

The Pirates had the week 
off and were competing in 
the Texas A&M Invitational 
in College Station at press 
time. They are in the McNeil 
Invitational in Round Rock 
Sept. 20-21, held at Old 
Settlers Park, site of the state 
meet.

GRANBURY FOOTBALL
The Pirates (1-1 at press 

time) return home after 
back-to-back road games to 
face Keller Fossil Ridge (0-2 
at press time) at 7 p.m. Sept. 
20 in a District 3-5A Division 
I game. They were playing at 
Birdville in the district open-
er at press time, while Fossil 
Ridge was hosting Denton 

Ryan, the No. 1 team in the 
state.

The game will be the first 
meeting ever between the 
Pirates and Fossil Ridge.

Granbury fell 34-14 at 
Waco University Sept. 6 to 
wrap up predistrict play.

Offensive leaders vs. 
University: Hayden Meyer 12-
of-26, 152 yards, two TD, in-
terception passing; Anthony 
DeBello 21 carries, 64 yards 
rushing; Jackson Arnett five 
catches, 78 yards; Jonathan 
McCandless 5-39, TD (55 
yards) receiving; Macaulay 
Skeens 1-35 (TD) receiving.

Defensive leaders vs. 
University: Tahj Clayton nine 
tackles; Elijah Johnston five 
tackles; Garrett Noah three 
tackles, sack, tackle for loss; 
Lawrence Mora two tackles 
for loss.

Granbury season offen-
sive leaders: Meyer 200 
yards, two TD, two intercep-
tions passing; DeBello 131 
yards rushing; Arnett 8-88 
receiving.

Granbury season defensive 
leaders: Chase Cantrell 13 
tackles, three for loss, sack, 
forced fumble; Clayton 12 
tackles; Cooper Cumba nine 
tackles, sack, tackle for loss.

Fossil Ridge offensive 
players to watch: WR Logan 
Taylor, QB Malaki Lockhart, 
OL Jaime Montiel.

Fossil Ridge defensive 
players to watch: LB Javeis 
White, DB Cameron Smith, 
DE Jordan Cedillo.

Both teams are looking for 
their first winning season in 
years. Granbury last post-
ed a winning campaign in 
2019, going 6-5, though the 
Pirates were 5-5 in 2021. The 
Panthers’ last winning sea-
son was 6-5 in 2018, though 
they were 5-5 in 2022.

Fossil Ridge is back in 
Class 5A after a decade in 
6A. They were 49-54 in that 
span, including 0-5 in the 
playoffs.

TOLAR FOOTBALL
The Rattlers (1-1 at press 

time) are home for a second 
straight week as they host 
Comanche (0-2 at press time) 
in a nondistrict game at 7 
p.m. Sept. 20. The Rattlers 
were hosting Millsap at press 
time and Comanche was at 
Eastland.

Tolar edged Teague on the 
road, 23-21, Sept. 6.

“I can’t say enough about 
our team and their ability to 
put the Peaster game (a 10-0 
season-opening upset loss) 
behind them and refocus on 
the little things to pull out 
the victory over a talented 
Teague team,” Tolar coach 
Blake Mouser said. “Multiple 
times during the game we 
could have shut down, but 
we kept playing the next play 
and were able to make some 
amazing plays down the 
stretch.”

Offensive leaders vs. 
Teague: Briton Rice 9-of-17, 
188 yards, TD, interception 
passing; Peyton Brown 12 
carries, 49 yards rushing; 
Dacen Watkins three catches, 
82 yards receiving; Brylen 
Feist 2-52 receiving; Drake 
Owens 10-yard TD reception.

Defensive leaders vs. 
Teague: Owent 10 tackles, 
interception; Cayden Abrego 
nine tackles; Feist eight 
tackles.

Special teams leaders vs. 
Teague: Kelvin Murray 83-
yard kickoff return for TD; 
Brooks Stone 40-yard field 
goal.

Tolar season offensive 
leaders (through two games): 
Rice 306 yards, TD, intercep-
tion passing, rushing TD; 
Brown 20-183 yards rushing; 
Owens 6-91 yards, TD re-
ceiving; Watkins 5-96 yards 
receiving.

Tolar defensive leaders: 
Owens 22 tackles, sack, in-
terception; Cash Clark 17 
tackles, one for loss, sack; 
Abrego 16 tackles.

Comanche offensive play-
ers to watch: ATH Cayden 
Davis 308 yards, TD, inter-
ception passing, 242 yards, 
2 TD rushing (through two 
games); OL Christian Anaya.

Comanche defensive play-
ers to watch: Badger Sanchez 
19 tackles, two for loss; JJ 
Davis 15 tackles; Alex Terrell 
14 tackles, one for loss (all 
through two games).

The series, dating to 2012, 
is tied 5-5. Tolar has won the 
past three meetings by an av-
erage score of 43-19.

Like the Rattlers, 
Comanche is a regular in the 
playoffs. With the exception 
of a 1-9 campaign in 2021, 
they have reached the post-
season every season since 
2013.

GRANBURY VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Pirates (16-15) 

won 3-0 at Cleburne Sept. 6.
Leaders vs. Cleburne
Kills: Sienna Watts 12, 

Blakely Bleeker 10, Kailynne 
Sermarini 8

Aces: Lily McCall 4, Allyson 
McCabe 4, Audrey Greinert 3

Digs: McCall 20, McCabe 11
Assists: McCabe 32
Receptions: McCall 10
Granbury opens District 

5-5A play at Aledo at 6 p.m. 
Sept. 17, followed by host-
ing Keller Fossil Ridge at 
6 p.m. Sept. 20, Teacher 
Appreciation Night.

TOLAR VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Rattlers won 

3-0 at Trinity Valley Sept. 6 
as Allie Terrell had a dozen 
kills and Kamryn Kolb had 
six digs.

Tolar plays at Breckenridge 
Sept. 17 at 5:30 p.m. and is at 
Millsap Sept. 20 at 4:30 p.m.

GRANBURY TENNIS
The Pirates/Lady Pirates 

dropped a 14-5 District 5-5A 
match at Saginaw Chisholm 
Trail last week.

“Chisholm Trail is a great 
program with some very tal-
ented young men and wom-
en. We were extremely proud 
of how we competed against 
them,” Granbury coach 
Athan Laskaris said.

Big wins for Granbury (5-6, 
1-2 in district) included:

No. 1 mixed doubles: 
Sullivan Williamson and 
Mandi Labelle won 5-7, 6-4, 
13-11 in third-set tiebreaker. 
“They continue to impress 
and win some big matches,” 
Laskaris said.

No. 3 girls doubles: Atleigh 
Young and Allie Kazmier 
won 6-2, 7-5

No. 4 girls singles: Albane 
Combres won 4-6, 6-1, 10-3 
in third-set tiebreaker

No. 5 girls singles: 
Freshman Atleigh Young 

won 6-2, 6-7, 10-7 in third-
set tiebreaker

No. 6 girls singles: 
Freshman Lili Vaughn won 
7-6, 6-3

In extra matches:
No. 8 girls singles: Ellie 

Weeks won 8-0
No. 2 mixed doubles: 

Weeks and Kallen Graves 
won 6-3, 6-0

The JV hosted Chisholm 
Trail and won 12-7, im-
proving to 3-0 in district. 
Highlights include McKenna 
Moreno, Joselin Briones, 
Kenia Jimenez, Rayleigh 
Langdon winning girls 
singles and doubles, with 
Kaydence Grumbine win-
ning girls singles and mixed 
doubles.

Granbury hosts Brewer 
Sept. 17 at 4 p.m.

COURTESY PHOTO

Granbury Lady Pirates Player Sienna Watts hit a record 500 Carreer 
digs. 

ers and police officers and 
EMS providers,” said Acton 
Elementary Principal Maggie 
Walton. “It was a beautiful 
morning filled with apprecia-
tion, and we’re truly thankful 
for the heroes who serve our 
community daily.”

After the pledges, the 
board recognized fifth-grad-
er Kinsley Lynch of Acton 
Elementary for her victory in 
the Scholastic Essay Contest. 
Kinsley’s essay on a pioneer-
ing African American ten-
nis player stood out among 
hundreds of submissions 
nationwide.

“Kinsley’s entry demon-
strated a firm understanding 
of the text and the ability to 
craft a well-organized and 
engaging response,” said 
Walton, reading from a letter 
from the contest’s editor-in-
chief. “We are so proud of 
her accomplishment.”

The board also celebrat-
ed eighth-grader Paola 
Lumbreras from Acton 
Middle School, who was 
invited to attend the Joint 
Science and Technology 
Institute this summer.

Paola was one of just 32 
middle school students na-
tionwide selected to par-
ticipate in the week-long 
program in Maryland, where 
she conducted hands-on 

research with peers in a lab 
setting.

“She collaborated with 
scientists and was mentored 
by Department of Defense 
experts,” said Acton Middle 
School Principal Jennifer 
Pennington. “Her mom is one 
of our esteemed teachers at 
the high school, and she’s a 
former Region XI Teacher of 
the Year, so Paola is among 
greatness, and we are excited 
to see where her STEM jour-
ney takes her.”

Board Vice President 
Courtney Gore thanked 
the students for their hard 
work and applauded their 
accomplishments, noting 
the district’s pride in all its 
achievers.

GISD 
FROM PAGE B1

“Paola Lumbreras (holding award) collaborated with scientists and was mentored by the Department of 
Defense,” said Acton Middle School Principal Jennifer Pennington (on the right).

PHOTOS BY LAUREN DAVIS | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Fifth-grader Kinsley Lynch of Acton Elementary receives an award for her victory in the Scholastic Essay 
Contest. Behind Kinsley are (L-R): Acton Elementary School Principal Maggie Walton and Kinsley’s 
fourth-grade teacher Connie Oelschig.
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Men’s Cross Country posts fourth 
place finish at Texas A&M Invitational

Tarleton State University tallies sixth 
shutout in victory at Houston Christian

Volleyball drops to Northern Arizona to end Lumberjack Classic 1-1

Tarleton State University 

BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION 
– Tarleton State Cross 
Country made a statement at 
the Texas A&M Invitational 
finishing fourth in the men’s 
8K ahead of several of the 
top teams in the NCAA South 
Central Region.

Headlined by three top 20 
finishes, the men’s squad 
finished fourth overall. The 
team finished in front of 
four South Central Regional 
top 15 teams: Tulane (No. 
3), Sam Houston (No. 8), UT 
Arlington (No. 10) and North 
Texas (No. 12).

“I really liked how our 
men performed today,” said 
distance coach Christopher 
Zent. “They ran against sev-
eral very good, regionally 
ranked programs and per-
formed very well. They are 
starting to expect more out 
of themselves and are hun-
gry for more success.”

The women were led by a 
pair of top 40 finishers to 
lead the team to a 10th place 
overall finish.

Jace Poole was the top 

finisher of the day for the 
Texans crossing 16th in 
24:02.8.

Men’s
Poole led a trio of men to 

finish in the top 20 for the 
Texans. Poole paced the 
group finishing just ahead 
of Angel Gomez who earned 
17th place in 24:03.7. Angel 
Contreras rounded out the 
trio posting a 19th overall 
finish crossing in 24:06.1.

Freshman Toby Eaton was 
the next to finish notching 
23rd in 24:19.3. The fifth 
and final scoring Texan to 
finish was Kellen Frickel. He 
recorded a 47th place finish 
in 24:53.6.

Rounding out the squad 
for the Texans, Diego Flores 
finished in 53rd (24:58.5), 
Kebede Kerlin crossed in 
86th (25:54.3) and AJ Alardo 
ended in 108th in 26:47.6.

TCU took home the team 
title registering 36 points. 
Texas A&M earned second 
place just three points be-
hind. Houston rounded out 
the top three with 99 points. 
Tarleton’s 118 points came 
in fourth.

Tulane freshman Bernard 
Cheruiyot won the individual 
title and set a new course re-
cord in 22:50.3.

Women’s
The duo of Sage Lancaster 

and Morgan Lamberson led 
the Texan pack for the sec-
ond straight meet. Nearly 
the entire squad posted 
personal career bests in the 
event. Lancaster finished in 
37th in a career-best 18:18.7, 
dropping her time by nearly 
20 seconds from a season 
ago. Lamberson earned 39th 
place posting a personal 
best time of 18:23.8. She 
improved from her previ-
ous best by 15 seconds from 
last year at the Chili Pepper 
Festival.

“On the women’s side, they 
improved on both their per-
formance from the first meet 
of the season and from this 
event last year. By running 
many personal bests against 
a very competitive regionally 
ranked field, it will help the 
team begin to fire on all cyl-
inders. This experience will 
be valuable in the upcoming 
meets and I think this team 

will be a tough team to com-
pete against going forward,” 
concluded coach Zent.

Georgina Balderas was the 
next to finish crossing in 
18:53.6 to earn 62nd place. 
She bested her previous low 
time by nearly 50 seconds. 
She posted a 19:43.1 at the 

2023 Texas A&M Invitational.
The final two scoring 

Texans were Kaitlyn Gale 
(83rd — 19:18.0) and Kailey 
Sykora (97th — 19:39.2). 
Ella Smart and Jordan Jones 
rounded out the squad 
crossing in 20:01.7 and 
21:45.4, respectively.

SMU earned the team title 
with 48 points followed by 
Texas A&M (53 points) and 
Oklahoma (71 points). SMU 
swept the top two individual 
spots with seniors Kaitlyn 
Gearin and Emily Little cross-
ing in 17:05.6 and 17:11.1, 
respectively.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Tarleton State Cross Country made a statement at the Texas A&M Invitational finishing fourth in the 
men’s 8K ahead of several of the top teams in the NCAA South Central Region.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Goalkeeper Mikayla Kendall earned her fourth solo shutout and sixth total shutout of the season. 

Tarleton State University

HOUSTON – Tarleton State 
Soccer notched its sixth 
shutout of the season with 
a 2-0 victory over Houston 
Christian Sunday, Sept. 15 at 
Sorrels Field.

The Texans (5-3-3) notched 
their fourth road win of 
the season. The Purple and 
White handed the Huskies (1-
5-2) their first home loss of 
the year.

Lexi Gonzales netted the 
first collegiate goal of her ca-
reer. The sophomore started 
the scoring for the Texans at 
the end of the first half. Sam 
Liaty was credited with the 
assist, the first of her fresh-
man season.

Reegan Wagg scored less 
than three minutes of game-
time later. The freshman 
fired a long shot from just 
outside the top of the box, 
lighting the lamp for the sec-
ond time this season.

Goalkeeper Mikayla 
Kendall earned her fourth 
solo shutout and sixth to-
tal shutout of the season. 
Kendall claimed four saves 
bumping her total to 53 on 
the year.

Less than 15 minutes into 
the start of the game, Stevie 
Reynolds fired a low shot 
that was stopped by the 
Husky keeper.

In the 26th minute, Nicole 
Fels dribbled down the side-
line. She sent a cross to the 
front middle of the box, 
but was unable to find the 
head of a teammate and the 
chance was knocked away.

With the ball rattling 
around in the box, a pass 
to Sammy Schulze in the 
middle looked promising. 
Schultz fired a quick shot 
but it was caught at chest-
level by the keeper.

In the final five minutes 
of the first half, Liaty found 
Lauren Grissom who was 

standing on the corner of the 
post but was unable to get a 
shot off.

In the final two minutes 
of the first half, Gonzales 
put the Texans on the board 
first. Liaty brought the ball 
down the sideline before 
finding Gonzales with the 
cross in the middle of the 
box where she found the 
back of the net for the first 
time.

Just over a minute into 
the second half, Wagg put 
the Texans ahead, 2-0. The 
freshman brought the ball 
from midfield to the top of 
the box, where she let a long 
shot rip right over the hands 
of the keeper.

In the 64th minute, 
both Kaitlyn Flanagan and 
Adriana Alonso-Gomez near-
ly pocketed a goal as the ball 
was being knocked around in 
front of the goal.

Tarleton State University

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. – 
Tarleton State Volleyball 
fell to the Northern Arizona 
Lumberjacks, 3-0, in its final 
match of the Lumberjack 
Classic at the Rolle Activity 
Center Sept. 14.

The Texans (1-7) finished 
their weekend in Flagstaff 
1-1. The Texans notched 
their first win of the season 
Sept. 13 against New Mexico. 
The Lumberjacks (4-4) fin-
ished the weekend a perfect 
2-0 to be the champions of 
the event.

The Texans had two play-
ers with double-digit assists. 
Megan Hodges tallied 16, 
followed by Yuna Ansquer 
with 10. Hodges is currently 
the team leader in assists 
and sits in the top five of the 
WAC in total assists. Hodges 
has posted 10 or more as-
sists in all eight contests this 
season. She tied her season-
high with two service aces in 
the match.

Allison Bryant led the 

team in kills with seven, fol-
lowed by Emma Burke and 
Mya Cabrera each with six. 
Cabrera’s six assists set 
a new season-best in her 
young collegiate career.

Burke led the Texans with 
four total blocks. The junior 
tied her season-high. Emma 
Halcomb led the team with 
10 digs, adding to her dig 
total where she ranks among 
the top of the WAC.

The Texans charged 
out front in the first set 
with a 9-7 lead, until the 
Lumberjacks went on a 5-0 
run. The Texans were unable 
to regain a share of the lead, 
ultimately dropping the first 
frame, 25-17.

In the second stanza, the 
Texans led a back-and-forth 
battle, 13-12. Northern 
Arizona broke out on an 8-0 
run to distance the Texans. 
Trailing 21-15, the Texans 
battled back on a 10-4 run to 
force extra points. Tarleton 
was able to rally to 18-21, 
then found themselves at 
the wrong side of a set point 

when the Lumberjacks led 
21-24. Tarleton then went on 
a fantastic 4-point run, pow-
ered by three consecutive er-
rors from the Lumberjacks. 
Holding a 25-24 lead, the 
Purple and White nearly won 
the set, but the 26th point 
was called back due to a cen-
ter line infraction. The ‘Jacks 
notched the next two points 
to carry a 27-25 victory.

Tied 23-23 in the third 
set after an ace from Burke, 
both teams battled back and 
forth until the score was 25-
24 in favor of the Texans. 
Northern Arizona then went 
on a 3-point run to clinch 
the third set as well as the 
match.

The Texans notched four 
aces in the set, opposed to 
NAU’s two. The Lumberjacks 
held the advantage in blocks 
(6-5), digs (53-50), kills (43-
31) and assists (40-29).

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Tarleton State Volleyball fell to the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks, 3-0, in its final match of the 
Lumberjack Classic at the Rolle Activity Center Sept. 14.
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MINI GOLF
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

I N Q E N Y P Y C E
H Q E L U B D S R H
H Q L W F I N Y M R
L G A L C O U R S E
L N Q A F M Y S M I
A Q B M I N I Y M I
B F O R C L L J I E
Y B S C I O O O M G
P Q L J O D X N V N
K U H P M T G S H I
B O T H H S C E Y W
M A Y T J O L A V S
R M X Y R G O L F Z
Y L Q E Z H U E I U
C H A L L E N G E M

Word Bank
1. mini 2. club 3. course 4. golf
5. bridge 6. score 7. swing 8. fun
9. ball 10. loop 11. putt 12. challenge

Dictionary.com

Advertiser

COLOR Time

HCNJunior

G
et ready to tee off on September 21st as we celebrate Miniature Golf Day! 
It's a day dedicated to fun, laughter, and friendly competition on the 
mini-golf course.

Miniature golf, also known as putt-putt or mini-golf, is a beloved pas-
time enjoyed by people of all ages. With its whimsical obstacles, challenging holes, and 
colorful courses, mini-golf offers endless entertainment for everyone.

Gather your friends, family, or even just yourself, and head to your nearest mini-golf 
course to celebrate this special day. Putt your way through winding pathways, navigate 

tricky obstacles like windmills and water features, and see 
who can score a hole-in-one!

Not only is miniature golf a blast to play, but it's 
also a great way to spend time outdoors, get some 
exercise, and enjoy quality time with loved ones. 

Whether you're a seasoned pro or a 
first-time player, Miniature 
Golf Day is the perfect 
opportunity to test your 
skills and have a ball on the 
course.

So, mark your calendars 
for September 21st and get 

ready to swing into fun on 
Miniature Golf Day! Whether 

you're playing a round or two 
with friends, organizing a mini-

golf tournament, or simply 
enjoying a leisurely game 
with family, there's no better 
way to celebrate the joy of 
mini-golf than on this spe-
cial day. Let the games begin!

National

Day
September 21, 2024

THE OLDEST KNOWN MINI GOLF COURSE IN 
THE WORLD, THE LADIES’ PUTTING CLUB 

OF ST. ANDREWS, IS IN SCOTLAND. IT SITS 
RIGHT NEXT TO THE LEGENDARY ST. ANDREWS 

GOLF COURSE, A REGULAR SITE 
OF THE BRITISH OPEN.

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE ON THE HOOD COUNTY JUNIOR PAGE

817-573-7066

Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!
	 	 	 			●		NO	second	visit
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	get	numbed	multiple	times
	 	 	 			●		NO	goopy	impressions	(it’s	all	done	digitally)
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	wear	temporary	crowns	for	weeks	and	weeks

CONTACT	US	TODAY	TO	LEARN	ABOUT	OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr.	Alexander	Smith	|	Dr.	Katrina	Fisher

310	W.	Bluff	St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com

WEST BLUFF
DENTAL CARE
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SUDOKU
Solution for the puzzle on 
September 14
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It’s time to restock your pond!

L I K E  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K !

    TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1
Mineral Wells: 11:45am-12:30pm at
MINERAL WELLS FEED & FARM SUPPLY

Stephenville: 1:30-2:15pm at
HAY & FEED RANCH

Granbury: 3:00-3:45pm at
RUSSELL FEED

Glen Rose: 4:15-5:00pm at
BUTLER FEEDS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2
Cleburne: 7:30-8:15am at
ROWLETTE HARDWARE

HOOD OUTDOORS

Fall is shallow water fishing Season

T
he fall season is a 
great time to start 
looking for shallow 
feeding fish. Many 

folks prefer this time of the 
year, especially for the top-
water action that can be had. 
Topwater action is already 
being reported all across 
North Texas and many an-
glers are taking advantage 
of it.

Topwater, to me, means 

fishing probably in the top 
10 feet of water. Sometimes 
the fish will be pushing bait 
to the surface out in deep 
water and other times fish 
will be pushing bait up on 
shallow flats near the bank.

Catching fish on topwater 
baits, swimbaits or lipless 
crankbaits fished just below 
the surface to me is all top-
water action. Most folks con-
sider topwater to be when 
the fish hits a surface pre-
sentation. My definition of 
fish on top includes fishing 
just below the surface.

Many times, those fish on 
the surface are typically the 
smaller fish and the bigger 
fish are usually waiting be-
low for injured easy meals. 
Not always the case for sure, 
but I would work below the 
surface feeding fish which 
may put bigger fish in the 
boat.

The birds are in the pro-
cess of returning to north 
Texas as they do every fall 
and they can point you to 
surface feeding fish in a hur-

ry. Keep your eyes open and 
your binoculars handy.

I talk all year about thrash-
ing the water to call in the 
fish, but if you are fishing 
shallow this may not be a 
good choice. Shallow feeding 
fish will spook easily, and a 
little stealth is recommend-
ed. It is also recommended 
that you use long casts espe-
cially on calm days. Keeping 
the boat distant from the 
fish is a good choice in real 
shallow water.

Another method for catch-
ing big fish feeding in the 
shallows is the use of live 
bait fished under a balloon 
or float. Position your boat if 
possible such that your bal-
loon presentation can float 
into the feeding area. A large 
shad fished under a balloon 
with a slip knot is effective 
this time of the year. When 
the fish takes the bait, the 
line will be pulled taut, the 
balloon releases and you 
can fight the fish back to the 
boat.

When a large predator 

takes the bait under the bal-
loon, reel the slack out of 
your line and set the hook. 
If you use a circle hook, 
don’t set it, just keep it tight. 
I have caught some really 
big striped bass fishing this 
method in relatively shallow 
water. This is exciting stuff 
when you see your balloon 
being pulled under or be-
ing pulled off in a different 
direction.

You can also cover a big 
feeding flat with balloons 
being pulled behind the 
boat. Use your trolling mo-
tor with a couple of balloon 
rigs behind the boat to work 
an area.

Free-lining live bait is an-
other option in shallow wa-
ter. When I say free-lining, I 
am talking about tossing a 
live shad or perch without 
any weight into a shallow 
area where fish are hold-
ing. Again, long casts are 
preferred as shallow fish 
will spook with the boat too 
close. This natural presenta-
tion is typically used with a 

fluorocarbon leader for best 
results.

Large topwater plugs are 
also a good choice. Long As, 
redfins and other similar 
baits worked through feed-
ing fish can produce some 
major hits. Chug-bugs or 
any water popping baits can 
draw a strike as well.

This is an exciting time of 
the year. I know I look for-
ward to it each year. Bring 
it on!

HOOD COUNTY  
FISHING REPORT

Water levels remain at full 
pool. Water temperatures 
have risen some with the 
warmer weather and are in 
the low 8’s. Striped bass are 
slow to fair with some good 
fish to 12 pounds possible. 
Best bait for striped bass is 
live gizzard shad fished on 
points and ridges in 15 to 25 
feet of water. Largemouth 
bass to 7 pounds are pos-
sible near laydowns and 
docks near major creek en-

trances. Some good reports 
on catches in the river above 
Granbury. Best baits con-
tinue to be crankbaits and 
soft plastics. Crappie action 
continues to be good on jigs 
and small minnows fished 
on submerged structure. 
Some good crappie action 
has been on timber north of 
the railroad bridge. Catfish 
are active all over the lake 
and are good on cut shad 
and prepared baits fished in 
15 to 20 feet of water near 
creek channel ledges. Sand 
bass are chasing shad on the 
surface on many areas of the 
lake, small rattle traps and 
inline spinners are effec-
tive on these schooling fish. 
Best areas for sand bass in-
clude near DeCordova Bend 
Estates, Indian Harbor and 
near the U.S. Highway 377 
bridge.

Comanche Creek (Squaw 
Creek) will reopen to the 
public in October. You will 
need to call to reserve your 
spot.

As a licensed professional fishing 
guide, Michael Acosta shows 

you how to find them. The 
Granbury resident of 30 years 
has been fishing all his life and 

has been a licensed guide since 
1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA
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Pickleball seems to be all 
the rage these days, with 
fans of every age. It’s an ap-
proachable sport that is suit-
able for all ages.

Kim Copeland, partner 
with the new TX Hop Club, 
cites three reasons why 
the sport has become so 
popular:

“First, it’s community! 
Pickleball helps people con-
nect with other people. It 
is inclusive and welcoming 
to players of all levels from 
beginner to pro. Players 
naturally gravitate towards 
others of their level, but also 
build confidence to grow in 
the sport and, by extension, 
to grow their community.

“Second, it’s fun and rec-
reational! People of all ages, 
2 to 100, can enjoy playing. 
Every day, every game, every 
opponent is a new and excit-
ing social and recreational 
opportunity. And it is as re-
laxing or challenging as you 
choose to make it.

“Third, it’s healthy! 
Pickleball is a great, easy 

form of cardio. It improves 
heart health, lung function 
and overall emotional and 
physical fitness. It is less 
intensive than other racquet 
sports and can prevent car-
diac events, improve cogni-
tive and motor skills and 
balance.”

The TX Hop Club aims 
to provide Hood County 
with the best in pickle-
ball facilities, and the re-
sponse from the commu-
nity has been very positive. 
Groundbreaking for the 
facility was in November and 
the club just celebrated its 
ribbon cutting last week.

The custom built, 24,000 
square-foot facility of-
fers eight indoor pickleball 
courts, a comfortable lounge 
area, a huge patio with skills 
zones and a full Pro Shop.

“This is a unique facil-
ity designed to provide the 
highest quality playing con-
ditions for the serious pick-
leball club members as well 
as the daily walk-ins in from 
Hood County and beyond 
looking for a fun weekend,” 
Copeland said.

TX HOP business partner 
and Granbury resident Staci 
Parker concurred.

“We have addressed every 

element that is important to 
the serious player that also 
benefits the novice. We pro-
vide specialized, seven-layer 
Pro-Cushion courts, which 
are so good for the joints 
and provide excellent consis-
tent play, specialized light-
ing for no shadows and great 
ball visibility, 30-foot ceiling 
height for an open and spa-
cious play area with netting 
around each court and an 
amazing climate-controlled 
environment for year-round 
player comfort.”

“We offer the very best 
playing conditions for play-
ers of all levels and a premier 
training facility for begin-
ners as well as professional 
players,” added business 
partner and Granbury resi-
dent Jodi Herzog.

And players do appreciate 
the quality of play. One top 
player wrote a poem about 
TX Hop Club describing the 
first match played there.

“Players love the court 
surface and the way it plays. 
They also comment on how 
great the lighting is and how 
they love the atmosphere 
and acoustics. That is music 
to our ears as we set out to 
design and build the perfect 
playing experience,” shared 

Herzog.
“We have had exceptional 

reaction to our spacious 
patio area, which includes 
individual skill zones, and 
our large, comfortable lobby, 
which connects our two 
court buildings. This area 
provides a protected area 
for extended gatherings of 
Pickleball enthusiasts off the 
courts,” Copeland said.

Founders of the club have 
been surprised by the re-
gional draw the facility has 
experienced.

“We hoped to draw from 
surrounding communities 
for tournaments and special 
events but have been pleas-
antly surprised by the num-
ber of players driving from 
Fort Worth, Weatherford, 
Dallas, even as far as Frisco, 
for regular play days,” 
shared Copeland.

Still, their favorite part of 
the new venture is seeing the 
delight on the faces of locals 
when they first come into the 
facility.

“Our mantra is ‘VIP 
Pickleball for everyone!’ And, 
while we welcome the atten-
tion from anywhere, we also 

would like our base mem-
bership to consist mostly 
of local players to help 
build the sport and commu-
nity of Hood County,” said 
Copeland.

In fact, community is 
something the partners hope 
to build using their club as a 
catalyst.

“Pickleball helps people 
connect with other people. 
It is inclusive and welcom-
ing to players of all levels 
from beginner to pro. Players 
naturally gravitate towards 
others of their level, but also 
build confidence to grow in 
the sport and, by extension, 
to grow their community,” 
explained Copeland.

The TX Hop Club hopes to 
be more than a place to play 
pickleball.

“TX Hop Club is not just 
for Pickleball players (and 
those who love them). Two of 
the three owners have lived 
in Granbury many years and 
have children and grandchil-
dren here as well, so we are 
invested in this community.

“We recently hosted a free 
concert on our patio that 
was very well received and 

lots of fun. We will host our 
first Friday Night Social Oct. 
4 (with) $15 for two hours 
of play followed by pizza on 
the patio” Copeland shared.

“We are partnered with 
KHITS for three more 
Pickleball Palooza nights. 
We want to have lots of 
family and community 
events to bring people to-
gether around the sport 
of Pickleball,” Copeland 
continued.

“With our new facility, we 
are committed to providing 
a new community outreach 
for the entire region through 
benefits, youth leagues, clin-
ics, tournaments, Senior 
events, social hours, corpo-
rate events and many more 
activities. We’re here for you. 
If you have ideas, reach out 
to us,” Copeland said.

TX Hop Club is located at 
920 Tucker Way across from 
Granbury Baptist Church 
on Farm-to-Market Road 51. 
For more information about 
hours, memberships and 
special events go to txhop-
club.com.

Hop on over; TX Hop Club opens to rave reviews

FNBGRANBURY.COM • 817.573.2655
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The custom built 24,000 square-foot TX Hop Club offers eight indoor pickleball courts, a comfortable 
lounge area, a huge patio with skills zones and a full Pro Shop.

Pickleball enthusiasts at Hood County’s new TX Hop Club can enjoy the seven-layer Pro-Cushion courts 
that provide excellent, consistent play, specialized lighting and great ball visibility, not to mention 
climate-controlled space for year-round comfort.
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counselor,” she said. “When 
I was a CIT in the summers 
of 1970 and 1971, they en-
couraged us to work at other 
camps to gain perspective. 
I worked at Blue Mountain 
Ranch in Colorado, which had 
just gone coed. It was a great 
experience, but I always came 
back to El Tesoro.”

McConnell’s journey at 
Camp El Tesoro wasn’t just 
about the activities; it was 
about the life lessons she 
learned and the confidence 
she gained. “One of the stand-
out moments for me was 
during a horseback overnight 
trip,” she recalled. “A big 
rainstorm came, and they de-
cided we needed to come in. 
They asked me to be the last 
person in the back like I was 
the counselor. It made me feel 
like a responsible person and 
gave me confidence.”

Her role as a waterfront 
director at Camp El Tesoro 
also left a lasting impact. “I 
liked the waterfront activi-

ties,” McConnell said. “I went 
through Red Cross swim-
ming lessons, and eventu-
ally, I was teaching beginner 
classes. I remember one time 
when a girl sank because she 
was so tense. I had to pull her 
up, and it made me feel bad 
because I told her she would 
pop up. But it also taught me 
the importance of being pa-
tient and understanding.”

Over the years, Camp El 
Tesoro has changed, but its 
spirit remains the same. “The 
camp has physically changed 
because now they have air 
conditioning,” McConnell 
noted. “But I think the spirit 
of the camp has stayed the 
same. It’s about being kind 
people, building relation-
ships and giving back to the 
community.”

McConnell earned a de-
gree in psychology from the 
University of Texas and then 
volunteered for Volunteers in 
Service to Americain Billings, 
Montana.

After receiving a master’s 
degree from the LBJ School 
of Public Affairs, McConnell 
moved to Washington, D.C., 

where she worked for the 
General Accounting Office, 
now called the Government 
Accountability Office.

She relocated to Fort Worth 
and raised her three sons in 
Texas. Later, she worked for 
Camp Fire again for two years 
before resuming her govern-
ment career. Eventually, she 
became the director of fair 
housing and later the direc-
tor of the Housing and Urban 
Development office in New 
Mexico. McConnell remarried 
during this period and retired 
in 2015.

As Camp El Tesoro cel-
ebrates its 90th anniversary, 
McConnell is proud to be 
part of the celebration. “I’m 
the committee chair for the 
birthday party we’re doing,” 
she said. “It’s been wonderful 
reconnecting with old friends 
and sharing our stories. My 
sons are coming to the cel-
ebration, and it’s nice to see 
the camp’s legacy continue 
with the next generation.”

Camp Fire First Texas oper-
ates Camp El Tesoro, where 
children and youth engage 
in outdoor education and ex-

periential learning. Activities 
like hiking, campfire songs 
and zip lining are all designed 
to inspire and foster personal 
growth, friendships and fun.

“We honor the dignity and 
worth of every individual,” 
the Camp Fire’s Statement 
of Inclusion says, “welcom-
ing and supporting people 
of all abilities, backgrounds 
and identities and striving 
to create safe, inclusive en-
vironments that celebrate 
diversity and foster positive 
relationships.”

While Camp Fire and Camp 
El Tesoro are not religiously 
affiliated, they honor their 
traditions with some reli-
giously inspired practices, 
such as saying grace before 
meals and attending a reflec-
tion service at the outdoor 
chapel to discuss personal 
growth and leadership.

MISSION STATEMENT
Camp Fire’s mission is to 

create a safe and inclusive 
environment where children 
and youth can build last-
ing relationships, develop 
a sense of belonging, and 
positively contribute to their 
communities.

Its core values focus on 
embracing diversity and 
welcoming all individuals 
— Inclusion. It uses data to 
enhance and inspire pro-
gramming — data-informed 
practice, valuing the learning 
process and believing in the 
potential for improvement 
— growth mindset. El Tesoro 
also partners with commu-
nities for greater success 
through community collabo-
ration. The camp empha-
sizes experiential learning 
in all programs — hands-on 
learning and recognizing the 
importance of social-emo-
tional, physical, creative and 
academic development — the 
whole child approach.

Camp Fire programs focus 
on the critical periods of early 

childhood and early adoles-
cence, utilizing the outdoor 
environment to enhance 
education and connection. Its 
commitment to continuous 
improvement through the 
Camp Fire Program Quality 
Assessment ensures a strong 
community impact.

For McConnell, Camp El 
Tesoro is more than just a 
summer camp; it’s a hidden 
treasure that has touched the 
lives of countless campers. 
“I just hope it continues to 
exist for future generations,” 
she said. “Camp El Tesoro has 
given me and so many others 
the confidence to be our-
selves and the courage to face 
challenges.”

She sums up her Camp Fire 
El Tesoro experience, “Camp 
El Tesoro provided the op-
portunity for me, as a child, 

to feel independent, develop 
life-long friends, hone new 
skills in a supportive and en-
couraging environment while 
learning to experience and 
love nature and the outdoors. 
It continues to nurture my 
spirit as my sons and their 
children continue to ex-
plore all that El Tesoro has to 
offer.”

As the campfire burns 
brightly, Camp El Tesoro con-
tinues to be a beacon of hope 
and inspiration for all who 
pass through its gates.

For information about at-
tending the anniversary func-
tion, contact campfirefw.org.

EL TESORO
FROM PAGE B1

COURTESY PHOTOS

Elise Mayfield McConnell with her bedroll in the summer of 1964 at 
Camp El Tesoro.

Elise Mayfield McConnell, sitting on the guitarist’s left, enjoys the campfire singalong with other El 
Tesoro campers in 1970.
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Ruck Forward 
movement 
honors the fallen
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

In the heart of Tolar, 
Sgt. 1st Class Riley Gene 
Stephens’ legacy lives on 
through an annual event 
that has become a power-
ful symbol of unity and 
remembrance.

His brother, Kenneth 
Stephens, who served 20 
years in the U.S. Army, in-
cluding three tours in Iraq, 
and now commands VFW 
Post 7835, continues to 
honor Riley’s memory.

While Riley Stephens’ 
story is one of heroism, 
his family’s dedication 
has sparked a meaning-
ful movement. “Our son 
was KIA in 2012,” said his 
mother, JoAnn Stephens. 
“We used to hold a Riley 
Run, but over time, we re-
alized we needed to raise 

more awareness about the 
22 veterans who take their 
own lives every day.”

Riley Stephens’ distin-
guished career in the U.S. 
Army spanned numerous 
roles, from infantryman 
to Special Forces medical 
sergeant. His bravery in 
the face of danger earned 
him the Bronze Star Medal 
with Valor, the Purple 
Heart and multiple other 
commendations.

Following his death, his 
family sought to ensure his 
legacy continued through 
efforts to address a press-
ing issue affecting veterans 
— suicide.

The Ruck Forward event 
— formerly the Riley Run 
— started 12 years ago and 
is a key component of this 
effort. The walk features a 
22K (13 miles) and a 5K (3 

Lomax legacy: Preserving American 
folk music across five generations
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

For John Lomax III, mu-
sic is more than a passion; 
it’s a family tradition that 
has shaped the history of 
American folk music for 
over a century. Lomax III is 
the grandson of legendary 
folklorist John Avery Lomax 
Sr. and the son of Texas folk 
music icon John A. Lomax Jr.

Lomax III is carrying on the 
family’s mission of preserv-
ing and sharing America’s 
rich cultural heritage. He 
will perform at the Texas 
Cowboy Symposium in 
Granbury Sept. 27-28, bring-
ing with him a legacy deeply 
rooted in the American folk 
tradition.

Growing up in Houston, 
Lomax III was surrounded 
by the songs and stories his 
father collected.

“My father started the 
Houston Folklore Society 
in our living room around 
1951,” Lomax III said. The 
society nurtured a young 
generation of Texas musi-
cians, including luminaries 
like Townes Van Zandt, Steve 
Earle, K.T Oslin, Lucinda 
Williams, Nancy Griffith 
and Shake Russell. “They all 
came through the folklore 
society and went on to great-
er fame and glory,” he added.

Although his father was 
prominent in Texas’ folk 
scene, Lomax III initially 
pursued different paths. It 
wasn’t until 2022 when a 
friend invited him to per-
form at a house concert, 
he began sharing his own 
songs. “I’d been around it 
all my life, but I hadn’t done 
it seriously until then,” he 
reflected.

Since that turning point, 
Lomax III has crafted his per-
formance into the “Lomax on 
Lomax” show, which blends 
storytelling, music and his-
torical images to educate and 
entertain audiences.

Lomax III’s show was 
named by Joe Nick Patoski, a 
renowned writer and Texas 
literary figure known for 

his contributions to Texas 
Highways magazine and 
Texas Monthly magazine. 
Patoski has also authored 
notable books about the 
Dallas Cowboys and Willie 
Nelson.

The Lomax family’s legacy 
in American music began in 
1867 with John Avery Lomax 
Sr. “He moved to Texas — to 
Meridian, just down the road 
there, and started writing 
down the words to cow-
boy songs that he heard the 
cowboys singing because it 
turned out Chisholm Trail 
ran right through the back-
yard of the Lomax farm,” 
said Lomax III.

In the late 1870s, Lomax 
Sr. began writing down the 
lyrics to the songs he heard. 
“He figured out a way to 
remember the melodies 
without having any training 
or teachers or books or any-
thing,” Lomax III explained. 
“He continued doing this for 
about 25 years, and even-
tually, he was able to make 
recordings, so he didn’t have 
to remember the melodies.”

As recording technol-
ogy developed around the 
turn of the century, Lomax 
acquired equipment to cap-
ture the music. He initially 

used wax cylinders, but they 
proved impractical in the hot 
Texas summers.

Over time, he upgraded to 
better equipment. All these 
efforts culminated in his 
first book, “Cowboy Songs 
and Other Frontier Ballads,” 
published in 1910.

The book preserved iconic 
songs like “Home on the 
Range,” ensuring they were 
not lost to history. This was 
just the beginning of the 
Lomax family’s significant 
contributions to preserving 
American folk music.

Lomax Sr. and his son, 
Lomax Jr., later traveled 
the country, recording folk 
songs, spirituals and person-
al narratives for the Library 
of Congress.

Their fieldwork contrib-
uted 17,000 recordings to 
the national archive, helping 
preserve the cultural expres-
sions of communities that 
might have been overlooked. 
They also played a pivotal 
role in discovering legend-
ary artists like Lead Belly and 
Muddy Waters, among many 
others.

Lead Belly, born Huddie 
William Ledbetter Jan. 20, 
1888, was a pivotal American 
folk and blues musician 

renowned for his powerful 
voice and 12-string guitar 
skills. His music is rooted 
in African American folk 
traditions and encompasses 
blues, folk and spirituals.

“The achievements of my 
family are really monumen-
tal, and they haven’t been 
generally known by the pub-
lic,” Lomax said. Lomax Jr. 
and his sister, Bess Lomax 
Hawes, were awarded the 
National Medal of Arts for 
their contributions.

Lomax Jr.’s recordings, in-
cluding a historic 1938 inter-
view with jazz pioneer Jelly 
Roll Morton, aka Ferdinand 
Joseph LaMothe, earned 
him two Grammys. Morton’s 
compositions, including 
“King Porter Stomp,” are 
foundational in jazz history.

Lomax III’s performances 
pay tribute to his family’s 
legacy while bringing the 
music to new audiences.

“The show takes listeners 
through 140 years of history 
and five generations of the 
Lomax family, all of which 
have been devoted to find-
ing, preserving and present-
ing American music and 
cultural expression,” Lomax 
said. His performances in-
clude folk classics like “The 
Old Chisholm Trail” and 
“Froggy Went A-Courtin,’” 
a 400-year-old Scottish bal-
lad featured in his family’s 
iconic collection, “American 
Ballads and Folk Songs.”

Lomax III also contin-
ues his family’s tradition 
of documenting and shar-
ing American roots music 
through a blog, Of American 
Origin, on Substack and his 
work exporting hard-to-find 
country records to Europe.

At 80 years old, he shows 
no signs of slowing down. 
“I’m not retired,” he said. 
In fact, he will soon release 
his version of “Froggy Went 
A-Courtin’” across digital 
platforms, with a full CD al-
bum to follow later this year.

“The song itself is about 
400 years old, originating 
in Scotland. It was pub-

COURTESY PHOTO

The Lomax on Lomax Show, which is happening at the Texas Cowboy 
Symposium, offers a rare opportunity to experience the history of 
American folk music through the eyes and voice of a man whose 
family has shaped it for generations.

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Ruck Forward event is hosted by Riley Stevens Memorial Post 
8735.
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BY EDEN DUNCAN 
GILBREATH
Special to the  
Hood County News
eden@hcnews.com

The Sleepy Hollow 
Experience returns to 
Granbury next month. 
Part of the Brian Clowdus 
Experience live shows, this 
much-anticipated event has 
a loyal following and is sure 
to capture new fans this go-
round. Show dates for this 
unique theater event begin 
Oct. 3 and run through Oct. 
27. “Sleepy Hollow is hands 
down the most popular 
ghost story of all time. The 
image of a headless horse-
man is synonymous with 
Halloween at this point,” 
shared Clowdus.

“We have seen so many it-
erations from Johnny Depp 
to Disney. The original story 
by Washington Irving proves 
that classic literature and 
rich writing stands the test 
of time. Here we are over 
200 years after its origi-
nal publishing still seeing 
it alive and well,” Clowdus 
continued.

The Brian Clowdus 
Experience is theater rei-
magined. It’s a theater ex-
perience where audience 
members get an up close 
view and each performance 
is unique because with each 

performance the audience 
changes.

“Guests connect so well 
because of the intimate and 
interactive nature. They feel 
as if they are literally in the 
story with the characters,” 
explained Clowdus.

“They aren’t sitting watch-
ing something, they are on 
their feet and in the ac-
tion alongside all the play-
ers. They are going to the 
schoolhouse as students, 
they are going to the frolic 
as townspeople. They are 
active participants. I always 
say the stars of our experi-
ences are the audiences!”

This type of out-of-the-
box entertainment is cre-
ated from the ground up in 
a nonconventional space. 
Clowdus loves the result of 
breaking down the barrier 
between the audience and 
the actors. 

“I can’t imagine doing 
theater any other way. Each 
night is different depending 
on the audience. The cast 
feeds off of the audience 
energy. They react when 
the audience reacts,” said 
Clowdus.

He shared, “Although 
scripted, the actors have 
freedom to improv based 
off of what the audience is 
giving them. Our VIP pre-
show is completely un-
scripted and you get to hang 

PLEASE SEE HOLLOW | C4COURTESY PHOTO

The character of the Headless Horsemen looms over the audience in the Sleepy Hollow Experience, returning to Granbury in October.

Sleepy HollowSleepy Hollow
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Buy One Drink
Get One Drink

FREE!
*Must present coupon. Cannot combine with any other offer.

Expires 7/31/24.

Order Online (Groundedcs.com)
Drive Thru & Curbside Service

Rewards Program / Frappe of the Month Club
Fresh Baked Goods

Meeting Rooms (by reservation)

Get Refreshed!

1207 NE Big Bend Trail / Glen Rose, TX / 254.269.0344 
Groundedcs.com     Mon-Fri  5am-6pm / Sat  7am-5pm

9/30/24

133 E Pearl Street | GRANBURY | 817-579-0952
granburytheatrecompany.org
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1111 HILL BOULEVARD
GRANBURY, TX 76048
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Professionally managed by

Gourd-geous Apartment Homes atGourd-geous Apartment Homes at

Senior Living at its Finest
• 1 & 2 Bedroom Beautiful Apartments 
• Ceiling Fans
• Onsite Staff
• Large Walk In Closets
• Picnic Area with Grill
• Fully Equipped Kitchens
• Beautiful Community Room 
• Frequent Resident Events
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance 
• Full Size Washer/Dryer in every unit 
• Business Center
• Fitness Center

New Move-In Special
$99 Deposit

$200 off First Month’s Rent
Expires 09/30/2024

Avalaible
2 Bed/ 1 Bath

$1143 per month

MA supplemental benefits address gaps in traditional Medicare
BY DAVID ASHMORE
Medicare Market President 
for Wellpoint in Texas

Medicare Advantage, also 
known as Medicare Part C, 
is a managed care alterna-
tive to traditional Medicare 
coverage offered by health 
plans. In recent years, MA 
membership has grown sub-
stantially, and MA plans have 
been permitted to add new 
benefits to better address 
members’ needs.

In particular, changes in 
regulation and legislation 
have allowed MA health 
plans, like Wellpoint in 
Texas, more flexibility in 
designing specially tailored 

benefits that support a 
person’s overall health and 
well-being. These supple-
mental benefits are unique 
to MA and can help address 
gaps in traditional Medicare. 
Supplemental benefits his-
torically included “primarily 
health related” benefits like 
dental, vision and hearing 
services and, more recently, 
include services that support 
health-related needs such as 
help purchasing nutritious 
food and transportation to 
access plan benefits.

According to the National 
Academy of Medicine, what’s 
typically considered “medi-
cal care” only accounts for 

10% to 20% of contributors 
to health outcomes. Other 
factors that have an im-
pact on a person’s health 
include their access to gro-
cery stores, relationships 
with friends and family, and 
home and workplace envi-
ronments. These are known 
as social drivers of health, 
and they account for the re-
maining 80% to 90%.

Thanks to the expansion 
of MA supplemental ben-
efits, plan members are now 
better able to get the help 
they need to improve their 
whole health. For example, 
while medically tailored 
meals have been offered as a 

conventional supplemental 
benefit for a while, some MA 
plans are now able to offer 
additional nutrition benefits 
such as grocery cards, which 
provide a monthly allowance 
that give members the abil-
ity to purchase produce and 
other food items at partici-
pating grocery stores.

A study published last year 
found that a vast majority of 
a MA health plan’s members 
used at least one supple-
mental benefit in 2022, with 
many accessing more than 
one benefit. In addition, 
members who used at least 
one supplemental benefit 
were more likely to live in 

areas with fewer resources, 
such as food deserts and 
areas with lower socioeco-
nomic status, suggesting 
that these benefits are help-
ing to address social drivers 
of health.

Another recent study sug-
gested that use of supple-
mental benefits is associated 
with an increased likelihood 
of having a preventative 
screening or annual wellness 
visit and a decreased likeli-
hood of having a hospitaliza-
tion or emergency room visit 
for a nonemergent issue.

Today, more than 32 mil-
lion people have chosen to 
enroll in a MA plan. That’s 

more than half of all eligible 
Medicare members, show-
casing the critical value that 
MA plans, including supple-
mental benefits, provide for 
older adults and people with 
disabilities.

With the Medicare Annual 
Enrollment Period fast ap-
proaching, from Oct. 15 to 
Dec. 7, it’s a crucial time for 
all Medicare-eligible indi-
viduals. Take this opportu-
nity to review your options 
carefully to ensure that your 
MA plan is working for you. 
Don’t overlook the supple-
mental benefits, as these can 
significantly contribute to 
overall health and well-being.

lished in the U.S. by Uncle Alan 
and Grandfather in ‘American 
Ballads and Folk Songs,’ with 
that version featuring 35 vers-
es,” Lomax III said. He decided 
to trim it down, saying “It takes 
a while to sing anyway with 18 
verses.”

Performing solo and often 
a cappella, Lomax III brought 
together a talented group of 
musicians for his CD. Shawn 
Camp, Richard Bennett, Jim 
Hoke, Vincent Farsetta and Ben 
“Jonesy” Jones all contributed to 
the project.

The album also features two 
special guests: Rattlesnake 
Annie, who performs her 
poignant song “Goodbye to 
a River,” and James Tristan 
Redding, who plays guitar and 
collaborates with Lomax on their 
co-written track “They Came but 
Did Not See.”

The Lomax family legacy lives 
on through Lomax III’s perfor-
mances and the next generation. 
His son, John Nova Lomax, was a 
well-known Texas journalist un-
til his death. Now, his grandson, 
John Lomax V, is interning at the 
Houston Chronicle, continuing 
the family’s deep connection to 
storytelling.

Lomax III lives in Nashville, 
Tennessee, with his wife of 33 
years, Melanie Wells. He is also 
the father of two adult children. 
Next weekend, he will travel to 

Hood County to perform.
“For the Granbury show,” 

Lomax III said, “I’ll focus more 
on cowboy songs, as this is 
where it all began.” He explained 
that his grandfather attended 
college in Granbury for his first 
higher education before going 
on to Texas A&M, the University 
of Texas, and eventually 
Harvard.

“The ‘Lomax on Lomax’ show 
is meant to be both educational 
and entertaining,” said Lomax 
III. And for those attending the 
Texas Cowboy Symposium, 
where Lomax III will perform, it 
offers a rare opportunity to ex-
perience the history of American 
folk music through the eyes and 

voice of a man whose family has 
shaped it for generations.

UPOCOMING PERFORMANCE
•What: “Lomax on Lomax” 

show at the Texas Cowboy 
Symposium — Texas State 
Championship Chuckwagon 
Cook-off and Western Swing 
Festival

•When: Noon and 2 p.m. this 
weekend

Presented by: Warren’s 
Backyard

•Dates: Sept. 27-28
For anyone interested in the 

roots of American folk music, 
it’s an opportunity not to be 
missed.

LOMAX
FROM PAGE C1

miles) ruck march, symbolizing the 22 
veterans who commit suicide each day.

Participants either carry weighted 
rucksacks or join in the walk, creating 
a visible and emotional demonstration 
of support and solidarity.

The “walk in unison” element of 
Ruck Forward holds deep significance, 
symbolizing the community’s solidar-
ity and shared commitment to honor-
ing the sacrifices of service members. 
“It’s a visual and emotional represen-
tation of the support network we want 
to create for our veterans,” explained 
Navy veteran and event organizer 
Cathy Castro. “This is a time for the 
community to come together, to show 
they care and are ready to stand along-
side those who have served.”

Castro, whose son currently serves 
in the Air Force, emphasizes the im-
portance of this collective show of 
support.

The event has grown significantly 
since its inception, with around 173 
participants last year. The “walk in 
unison” aspect is central to the event, 
reflecting the collective commitment 
to honoring the sacrifices of service 
members.

Dr. John Taber, a veteran of two mili-
tary branches, will lead the procession 
with bagpipes, adding a ceremonial 
touch to the event. The VFW Post will 
host the post-event activities, includ-
ing a meal and speeches, where the 
community can reflect on the day’s 
significance and the ongoing mission 

to support veterans.
“The sight of hundreds of individu-

als marching together, flags waving, 
and the sound of bagpipes playing 
as the ruck returns to the VFW Post 
creates a moving and unforgettable 
experience.

“The community’s participation and 
the patriotic atmosphere are what 
make this event truly special,” Castro 
added. “It’s a powerful reminder of the 
support we can offer each other.”

Mick Stephens, Riley Stephens’ 
father, emphasized the importance 
of the event beyond its immediate 
activities. “This is not just about us 
or Riley; it’s about all veterans and 
their sacrifices,” he said. “The event 
brings together Gold Star families and 
highlights the critical issue of veteran 
suicide.”

In addition to the ruck march, the 
community is encouraged to partici-
pate in other ways. Those not walking 
can join in by attending the Memorial 
Lane event or cheering along the route. 
“We encourage everyone to come out, 
whether you’re walking or just show-
ing support from the sidelines,” Castro 
said. “The more people involved, the 
stronger our message becomes.”

As Ruck Forward continues to 
grow, it stands as a testament to Riley 
Stephens’ enduring impact and the 
collective effort to address veteran sui-
cide. The event embodies the spirit of 
unity and remembrance, ensuring that 
service members like Stephens’ sac-
rifices are honored and those in need 
receive the support they deserve.

For information or to join the walk, 
visit www.ruckforward.com.

RUCK
FROM PAGE C1

COURTESY PHOTO

Lomax on Lomax show at the Texas Cowboy Symposium - Texas State 
Championship Chuckwagon Cook-off and Western Swing Festival. Sept. 27 
– Sept. 28 at Warren’s Backyard.
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Ruth’s Place Casino Night: High stakes for a higher cause
PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Ruth’s Place Casino Night attendees enjoyed a fabulous evening of casino games, food, drinks and entertainment Thursday, Sept. 12 at The David Southern Lake Granbury Conference 
Center. Supporters provide 20% of Ruth’s Place funds for the year. Ruth’s Place offers a weekly food pantry, a literacy program, and various community outreach programs. If you 

couldn’t attend the event, donations to support #KeepHoodCountyHealthy will be greatly appreciated. The organizers expressed their gratitude to Hood County residents for their 
generous support, emphasizing they couldn’t continue their vital work without them.

SAME PAPER AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS
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Granbury 
Quilt Guild 
to hold quilt 
raffle Oct. 21
From Staff Reports

The Granbury Quilt Guild 
will draw the name of the 
winner of the 2024 Raffle 
Quilt at its next regular-
ly scheduled meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 21. 
Currently the guild meets the 
third Monday of each month 
at the United Co-Op build-
ing located at 320 Fall Creek 
Highway in Granbury.

The quilt was created by 
guild member Kathy Cosand 
and was donated to the guild 
in fall 2023. Ticket sales be-
gan in early 2024 and there 
are only a few tickets remain-
ing to be sold. If anyone is 
interested in purchasing tick-
ets to support the guild, they 
could be the lucky winner 
of this 80-by-100-inch “Jane 
Austin” quilt.

Ticket prices are $1 each 
or six for $5 and can be pur-
chased from guild member 
Gail Olney at 972-876-8304. 
Ticket holders do not need to 
be present to win.

The Granbury Quilt Guild 
is a nonprofit organization 
originally established in 1997 
and currently has about 100 
active members. Proceeds 
from the sale of the raffle 
tickets will be used by the 
guild to purchase fabric and 
related materials to continue 
participating in charitable 
projects related to the art of 
quilt making.

For more informa-
tion, please contact Nancy 
Marstiller at 512-461-1461 or 
send an email to nbmarstill-
er@gmail.com.

Gallery 
meets 
gallop
From Staff Reports

Get ready to mark your 
calendars and prepare for a 
splash of creativity and cute-
ness at Hood County’s own 
T.E.X.A.S. Rescue.

On Saturday, Sept. 28, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Texas na-
tive and lifelong art instruc-
tor Barbara Gibson will host 
a Kids and Kritters art show 
at T.E.X.A.S. Rescue — com-
plete with art pieces cre-
ated by some of her talented 
students.

Using a wide variety of me-
diums, Gibson’s students will 
have these pieces on display 
— and for sale — in the ex-
hibit hall of Oasis Tranquilo, 
located at 950 Williamson 
Road. The sale of these pieces 
will not only enhance the con-
fidence of the young artists 
but also ensure that the pro-
ceeds support the students 
directly. In turn, the funds 
will aid in supporting the 
rescue animals at T.E.X.A.S. 
Rescue.

T.E.X.A.S. (Texas Equine 
Xperience and Sanctuary) 
Rescue, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, serves as Hood 
County’s official equine 
and equid therapy pro-
gram for veterans through 
a partnership with Veteran 
Services at Pecan Valley 
Centers for Behavioral and 
Developmental Healthcare. 
The organization extends its 
services to first responders, 
children, individuals with 
autism and those with spe-
cial needs. Utilizing therapy 
donkeys, T.E.X.A.S. Rescue 
provides vital support to in-
dividuals dealing with PTSD, 
anxiety, depression and vari-
ous other challenges in to-
day’s world.

During the art show, visi-
tors can also look forward to 
interacting with the therapy 
donkeys, who will be avail-
able for petting and photo 
opportunities. Please note 
that personal pets are not 
permitted at the event.

For more information 
about T.E.X.A.S. Rescue, visit 
its website at texasrescue.org.

LEADERSHIP GRANBURY

Local leaders explore and enhance their leadership skills

The picturesque location 
of Rest Yourself River Ranch 
served as the location for the 
adult and junior Leadership 
Granbury Classes of 2024-25 
Retreat this past weekend. 
Local leaders came together 
to explore and enhance their 
leadership skills.

The retreat, which took 
place Sept. 12-13, was or-
ganized by class leaders 
and alumni in collabora-

tion with several community 
organizations.

We would like to thank the 
following sponsors for their 
contributions:

•Rest Yourself River Resort
•Granbury Chamber of 

Commerce
•Kroger Marketplace 

Granbury
•H-E-B Granbury
•FNB
•Taco Casa

•Revolver Brewery
The retreat, led by Drew 

Meyers, offered dedicated 
sessions allowing partici-
pants to connect with peers, 
share ideas and explore po-
tential collaborations.

As the retreat wrapped up, 
there was a palpable sense 
of enthusiasm and optimism 
among participants, who left 
with new tools and connec-
tions to drive their leadership 
journeys forward. Leadership 
Granbury meets one day per 
month to dive into leader-
ship, community education 
and so much more.

For more information about 
how to present to this year’s 
class or get on the list for 
next year’s class, email lead-
ershipgranbury@gmail.com

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TAYLOR HATFIELD

Group photo: Leadership Granbury adult and junior classes of 2024-25.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TAYLOR HATFIELD

Granbury Councilman Skip Overdier and Jordan Speegle 
attempt to complete a challenge exercise at the Leadership 
Granbury Retreat.

out inside the house in an intimate 
cocktail party with the characters. 
If you are looking for the most 
immersive, epic experience, you 
have to opt for the VIP tickets! 
Nothing like the preshow ... it is a 
hoot-and-a-half!”

It has been two years since 
Granbury has hosted “The Sleepy 

Hollow Experience,” and many fans 
look forward to another chance to 
enjoy the show and others are de-
termined not to let the opportunity 
pass them by this time.

“You will see some familiar faces 
and some new faces this year. I will 
say we have assembled hands-down 
the most talented Sleepy Hollow 
Experience any venue has ever seen. 
The talent this year is what bring 
the experience to the next level,” 
Clowdus expressed.

Though he has been writing, di-
recting and planning these experi-
ences for several years Clowdus is 
just as enthused as ever to bring 
The Sleepy Hollow Experience back 
to Granbury.

“This is hands-down the most 
incredible Halloween event of the 
year,” Clowdus said. “We take the 
original story and turn it on its head 
with a new interactive, immersive 
spectacle. This is good, family-
friendly fun and just spooky enough 

to scare you but not so scary it’s not 
good for all.

“National, world class talent mar-
ries with the most epic venue in 
Granbury: haunted mansion, out-
door courtyard and chapel ... the 
setting could not be more evocative. 
You feel as if you have traveled back 
in time and are in the town of Sleepy 
Hollow.”

For more information and to buy 
tickets go to brianclowdus.com.

HOLLOW
FROM PAGE C1

Taylor and Cheshe are members of the 
leadership Granbury board and graduates of 
the class of 22-23. Cheshe owns Southern Star 
Market and Taylor owns The FIT Lounge. When 
they aren’t working at their places of business, 
you can catch them out supporting their 
community. Usually in costume!

BY TAYLOR HATFIELD  
AND CHESHE HAWKINS

COURTESY PHOTO

The cast of the Sleepy Hollow Experience when it was last performed in Granbury two years ago. 



SATURDAY, September 21, 2024� Hood County News C5  
www.hcnews.com

Jesus Reigns Parade for  
God’s Greater Glory

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Jesus Reigns parade took place on the Granbury Square on Saturday morning, Sept. 14. Floats and vehicles decorated with 
flags and banners honoring Jesus reflected this year’s theme, “God’s Greater Glory.” The celebration continued with a Praise and 

Worship Celebration on Saturday afternoon at Hewlett Park.



C6   Hood County News� SATURDAY, September 21, 2024

www.hcnews.com

October 4th & 5th, 2024
Queen Legacy

A Tribute to Queen

September 21st, 2024 | 7:00pm
Rush More

RUSH Tribute

September 27th, 2024 | 7:30pm
Prophets & Outlaws

Texas Soul

September 28th, 2024 | 7:00pm
THE NATIONAL SWING 

BAND OF TEXAS
Tommy Hooker

GIFT CARDS  
AVAILABLE

GranburyLive.com

BOOK REVIEW

Uh-oh. You’re in trouble

iKon • Veranada • Xpress • Nautic Star • CrownlineiKon • Veranada • Xpress • Nautic Star • CrownlineiKon • Veranada • Xpress • Nautic Star • Crownline
Powered by: YamahaPowered by: YamahaPowered by: Yamaha

FREE 

FREE 
BOAT 

BOAT 
RIDES!

RIDES!

FREE 
BOAT 

RIDES!

DEMO DAYS!!DEMO DAYS!!DEMO DAYS!!

Saturday, Sept. 28th 10am-6pm

MESQUITE PIT 
919 E. Pearl St.

Come see us at

YEAR END BLOWOUTYEAR END BLOWOUT
SPECIAL DEALSSPECIAL DEALS

SHOP LOCALLY

ADVERTISE
LOCALLY
EVERYONE
WINS!
We reach EVERY 

local address
in Hood & 

Somervell Counties.

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
You were playing outside and some-

thing life-threatening occurred. Or you 
were on vacation and the worst pos-
sible thing you could imagine actually 
happened. So now what? How do you 
act to save your life and the lives of oth-
ers? Ta-daa! “The Worst-Case Scenario 
Survival Handbook for Kids!” by David 
Borgenicht and Justin Heimberg, illus-
trations by Wenke Kramp to the rescue!

Under normal circumstances, you’re 
a pretty chill kid. You do like a bit of 
adventure, though, and danger some-
times comes with it, so you want to be 
prepared for everything. That includes 
extreme — and “we mean EXTREME!” — 
events that could happen.

Say, for instance, that you somehow 
end up in the ocean and a shark spots 
you. Won’t it be handy to know how 
to keep that monster away? Yep, and 
it’ll be good to know how to build a 
lifesaving raft, soothe a jellyfish sting, 
and navigate by the stars if you’re ever 
stranded on a remote island, too.

Or let’s say you’re mountain climb-
ing and you learn that the mountain is 
actually a volcano. Do you know how 
to survive a lava flow? How ‘bout an 
avalanche, or a bear or mountain lion 
attack? At the very least, you’ll want to 
know how to go to the bathroom in the 
woods.

Learn to deal with tarantulas, rattle-

snakes and scorpions if you’re ever 
stuck in the desert, and how to get 
along with and ride a camel. Know how 
to protect yourself in a sandstorm and 
where to find water. If you’re in the 
jungle, learn how much danger there is 
in crossing a piranha-infested stream, 
and how to remove yourself from a not-

so-nice hug from a python or a gigan-
tic (and very angry) gorilla. Know how 
to remove leeches, and how to create a 
shelter if you’re lost anywhere outside. 
Learn how to cross the ice, how to build 
a snow-shelter, how to avoid alligators, 
and by the way ... just exactly how dan-
gerous is quicksand, anyhow?

Can you ever be too prepared for 
the worst? Not if you’re a kid, espe-
cially a kid who loves adventure. Your 
child, for example, will want to read 
“The Worst-Case Scenario Survival 
Handbook for Kids!”

That’s because this book is pure fun, 
in a format that’s lighthearted and 
easy-to-understand, complete with 
quizzes and trivia. The good surprise 
is that it’s also helpful and can be seri-
ous, maybe even lifesaving. Won’t you 
rest a little more assured knowing your 
child knows how to get himself safely 
out of broken ice, or how to make a 
shelter if she’s lost in the wilderness? 
In such cases, authors Borgenicht and 
Heimberg empower kids with informa-
tion that’s timely and not silly at all — 
although there’s a place for that in this 
book, too. 

Like ... camel ride, anyone? 
This is a great book for kids ages 8 

to 12 but can also be enjoyed by young 
readers slightly older or younger. As 
for loving “The Worst-Case Scenario 
Survival Handbook for Kids!” your 
child will have no trouble.

COURTESY PHOTO

“The Worst-Case Scenario Survival 
Handbook for Kids!” by David Borgenicht 
and Justin Heimberg, illustrations by 
Wenke Kramp, c.2024, Quirk Books, $12.99, 
128 pages.

Shop outside 
the box: Putting 
the fun back in 
the mundane
BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the  
Hood County News
micky@hcnews.com

Okay, show of hands. 
How many of you reading 
this are like me and have 
this overwhelming sense 
of dread whenever you 
go to the supermarket? 
Sometimes, I would rather 
smash my finger with a 
hammer than go to the su-
permarket. It’s just not one 
of my favorite things to do. 
And when I do go, I go in 
with the operational preci-
sion of a Navy Seal team. 
Make a quick strike and get 
out before anyone notices 
I’m there!

Let’s face it—most of 
us shop on autopilot. We 
march into the store, list in 
hand (or on our phones), 
and beeline straight to the 
same aisles every time. But 
what if you broke out of 
your routine? What if you 
dared to venture into the 
uncharted territories of 
your local grocery store? 
You know, those aisles you 
usually zoom past without 
a second thought — the 
candy aisle, the magazine 
section, the stationery cor-
ner or even the notorious 
clearance aisle. Yes, those!

THE CANDY AISLE: A  
SWEET NOSTALGIC TRIP

Remember when you 
were a kid and the candy 
aisle was the ultimate des-
tination? Just stepping into 
it was like diving into a 
pool of vibrant colors and 
sugary possibilities. But as 
adults, we tend to skip it — 
whether out of a misguided 
sense of self-discipline or 
because we’ve convinced 
ourselves we’ve outgrown 
it. The truth is, the candy 

aisle isn’t just for kids. It’s 
a portal to nostalgia, a re-
minder that a bit of sweet-
ness can brighten any day. 
Plus, you might just find a 
new favorite treat — or an 
old one that you haven’t 
had in years. So, go ahead 
and indulge your inner 
child.

THE MAGAZINE SECTION: 
INSPIRATION AT YOUR  
FINGERTIPS

Ah, the magazine aisle. 
Once the mainstay of 
checkout lines, it’s now a 
bit of a hidden gem. Sure, 
we live in the age of smart-
phones and endless online 
content, but there’s some-
thing charming about flip-
ping through the glossy 
pages of a magazine. You 
might stumble upon a new 
hobby, find a recipe that 
changes your dinner game, 
or simply get lost in a world 
of celebrity gossip and 
breathtaking photography. 
Whether you’re into fash-
ion, cooking or cars, there’s 
a magazine out there just 
waiting to inspire your next 
big idea.

THE STATIONERY CORNER:  
A CREATIVE WONDERLAND

If you haven’t visited the 
stationery aisle in a while, 
you’re missing out on a 
world of potential. Think 
about it — how often do 
we really get the chance to 
create something tangible 
anymore? In a world domi-
nated by screens, there’s 
something incredibly sat-
isfying about picking up 
a fresh notebook, a set of 
colored pens or a pack of 
stickers. Whether you’re 
looking to add a bit of flair 
to your office supplies or 

COURTESY PHOTO

In a world dominated by screens, there’s something incredibly 
satisfying about picking up a fresh notebook, a set of colored pens 
or a pack of stickers. 

PECAN PLAINTATION BITS

Pecan Plantation art guild presents annual gallery night

A very much-anticipated 
event in our community is 
happening Friday, Sept. 27 
when the Pecan Plantation 
Art Guild’s gallery night 
takes place. This annual 
event began in 2012 and 
provides folks the opportu-
nity to visit homes turned 
into art galleries for the eve-
ning, meet artists and view 
their work, partake in a fes-
tive time of fellowship and 
enjoy a “bite and a beverage” 
along the way. The five gal-
lery homes will be revealed 
when attendees check in at 
the clubhouse (from 3:45 
to 7:30 p.m.) on event day 
and receive a booklet, map, 
directory of artists and 
beverage tickets. The guild 
charges no admission, but 
a donation of $5 per person 
is suggested. Carpooling is 
also recommended to help 
with traffic and increase the 
fun.

MORE DATES
In addition, the PPAG will 

host a Sue Jackson slab 
plate pottery workshop 
Tuesday, Sept. 24 from 10 
a.m. to noon at the EMS 
building, and the next pop-
up art show and sale will 
happen at the clubhouse 
Tuesday, Nov. 19 from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

GOLF WORK
The Pecan Plantation 

Golf Committee and the 
golf grounds crew will be 
hosting a “bunker” party 
Tuesday, Sept. 24 at 5 p.m. 
on hole number 12. The 
day’s agenda will consist of 
both food and fellowship 
(hot dogs and beer!) as well 
as working on the hole’s 
bunkers by removing sand, 
replacing liners and refill-
ing traps. Volunteers should 
bring a shovel and may 
contact the golf pro shop 
for more details on the day: 
817-573-2645.

GOOD READ
The Hood County 

Bookmobile will be at the 
PAC Wednesday, Sept. 25 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. when 
patrons may both check out 
and return library materi-
als. For more information 
on the bookmobile and its 
presence in our community, 
contact Robin Scanlon at 
817-573-3569.

GOLF GAME
Pecan’s Men’s Golf 

Association has low 
gross/low net play set for 
Thursday, Sept. 26 and 
the much-anticipated club 
championship is on the 
calendar for Saturday and 
Sunday Sept. 28-29. Players 

may sign up for these 
events in the golf pro shop: 
817-573-2645.

MUSIC EVENT
The very popular Marina 

Trio will be at The Pit (ma-
rina patio) Friday, Sept. 27 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Diners will 
be able to enjoy good food, 
lively music and lovely lake 
views.

CRAFTS FAIR
The Pecan Plantation 

Volunteer Fire Department/
Emergency Medical Service 
Auxiliary sponsored arts 
and crafts fair is coming up 
Saturday, Sept. 28, when 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., the 
PAC will host an array of 
artisans, crafters and ven-
dors offering various and 
lovely items for purchase. 
Furthermore, the Marina 
Trio will provide music 
for the day, and the Fidget 
Chicks will be selling pulled 
pork sandwiches.

Cowtown Gold and Silver 
will be present to purchase 
precious scrap metals, ster-
ling flatware, hollowware 
and coins, immediately 
turning them into cash for 
customers. Cowtown will 
in turn donate a part of its 
profits for the day to Pecan’s 
emergency services.

Vendors desiring to rent a 
space or receive more details 
about the day may contact 
Joy Rice at 254-289-2224 or 
jdrauxiliary@gmail.com.

PRIZE AVAILABLE
In addition, the VFD/EMS 

Auxiliary is selling raffle 
tickets for a Bonds Arms 
Rowdy derringer. Tickets are 

$20 each or six for $100, and 
folks wishing to make a pur-
chase may text Julie Logan: 
727-252-3702. Tickets will 
also be available on crafts 
fair day (Sept. 28) at the PAC 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

FLYING HIGH
Pecan’s Experimental 

Aircraft Association Chapter 
983 looks forward to host-
ing its annual fly-in and 
car show Saturday, Sept. 
28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Planeview Park in Pecan. The 
day will include Young Eagle 
flights, aircraft simulation, 
radio control display, and 
gyrocopter and glider, in ad-
dition to Pecan’s emergency 
vehicles being on hand and 
food available for purchase.

PARTY TIME
The next “mystery bus” 

event is on the calendar 
for Wednesday, Oct. 9, and 
sign ups began last week. 
Pecaners received a reserva-
tion link via email. This most 
enjoyed outing (and the fi-
nal one for 2024) will fill up 
quickly.

SALE WEEKEND
Pecan’s fall garage sale 

weekend will happen Friday, 
Oct. 18 for members only 
from 3 to 6:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, Oct. 19 from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Online sign-
ups and listings of partici-
pating households will hap-
pen in early October.

WORK PROJECTS
Crews are currently replac-

ing the steps and select side-
walk portions in front of the 

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas 
transplant for 30 years, Diane Long is a 
wife, mother, and former English teacher 
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for 
17 years cumulatively. She spends her time 
both gathering neighborhood news and 
collecting new books to read. dianedlong@
yahoo.com | 817-579-9360

BY DIANE LONG

PLEASE SEE MUNDANE | C7PLEASE SEE PECAN | C7
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GO PLAY

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with 
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion - including street address.

(682) 260-5920  |  cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

Friday, 20 September - Thursday, 26 September
Beetlejuice Beetlejuice (PG13)
Fri: 12:00PM, 2:30PM, 3:00PM, 5:00PM, 5:30PM, 7:30PM, 8:00PM, 
10:00PM, 10:30PM.
Sat: 11:15AM, 1:00PM, 1:50PM, 3:35PM, 4:25PM, 6:10PM, 
7:00PM, 8:45PM, 9:35PM.
Sun: 11:15AM, 1:05PM, 1:50PM, 3:40PM, 4:25PM, 6:15PM, 
7:00PM, 8:50PM, 9:30PM.
Mon: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 3:00PM, 5:00PM, 5:30PM, 7:30PM, 
8:00PM.
Tues, Wed: 2:30PM, 4:35PM, 5:05PM, 7:10PM, 7:40PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:35PM, 7:10PM

God’s Not Dead: In God We Trust (NR)
Fri: 12:30PM, 3:00PM.
Sat, Sun: 10:30AM, 1:05PM.
Mon: 12:00PM, 3:00PM.
Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 5:10PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:35PM

Reagan (PG13)
Fri: 12:00PM, 3:05PM, 6:10PM, 9:15PM.
Sat: 10:30AM, 1:30PM, 4:30PM, 7:30PM, 9:55PM.
Sun: 10:30AM, 1:30PM, 4:30PM, 7:30PM.
Mon: 12:30PM, 3:30PM, 6:30PM.
Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 7:20PM.
Thurs: 2:20PM, 6:00PM

Speak No Evil (R)
Fri: 12:00PM, 2:35PM, 5:10PM, 7:45PM, 10:20PM.
Sat: 11:15AM, 1:55PM, 4:35PM, 7:15PM, 10:30PM.
Sun: 11:15AM, 1:55PM, 4:35PM, 7:15PM, 9:15PM.
Mon: 12:00PM, 2:35PM, 5:10PM, 7:45PM.
Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 8:00PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM

The Killer’s Game (R)
Fri: 8:05PM, 10:35PM.
Sat: 6:10PM, 8:40PM.
Sun: 6:15PM, 8:45PM.
Mon: 8:05PM.
Tues, Wed: 7:45PM.
Thurs: 7:10PM

The Wild Robot (PG)
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:30PM, 7:00PM

Transformers One (PG)
Fri: 12:30PM, 2:00PM, 4:30PM, 5:35PM, 7:00PM, 9:30PM.
Sat: 10:35AM, 11:15AM, 1:45PM, 3:40PM, 4:15PM, 6:45PM, 
9:15PM.
Sun: 10:35AM, 11:15AM, 1:45PM, 3:40PM, 4:15PM, 6:45PM.
Mon: 12:00PM, 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 5:00PM, 5:35PM, 7:30PM.
Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 2:40PM, 4:30PM, 7:00PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:30PM, 7:00PM

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE

CALL TODAY TO 
ADVERTISE IN THE  

HOOD COUNTY NEWS

817-573-7066

HOME
in on 
more buyers
 
Place your ad to run in 
print and online at
classifieds.hcnews.com

Buy more 
for less!

classifieds.hcnews.com

want to start journaling, this aisle is burst-
ing with possibilities. And who knows? You 
might just discover that bullet journaling or 
calligraphy is your new favorite pastime.

THE CLEARANCE AISLE: THE TREASURE  
HUNT YOU DIDN’T KNOW YOU NEEDED

The clearance aisle is a bit like the Wild 
West of shopping. It’s unpredictable, it’s 
chaotic, and it’s full of surprises. This is 
where the thrill of the hunt comes into play. 
You might find a quirky kitchen gadget you 
never knew you needed, a set of holiday-
themed dish towels or even a deeply dis-
counted luxury candle. The clearance aisle 
is the embodiment of “you never know what 
you’re going to get,” and that’s what makes 
it so fun. Plus, there’s nothing quite like the 
satisfaction of snagging a great deal.

THE JOY OF THE UNEXPECTED
So next time you’re in the store, take a 

different path. Venture into the aisles you 
usually avoid. Whether it’s rediscovering 
the joy of candy, getting lost in a magazine, 
unleashing your creativity in the stationery 
section, or scoring big in the clearance aisle, 
there’s something to be said for the thrill 
of the unexpected. Shopping doesn’t have 
to be just another chore — it can be an ad-
venture. So, go ahead, explore, and let the 
surprises find you. You might just spark a 
bit of joy along the way.

Pecan clubhouse to repair tread 
plates on the steps that had begun 
breaking, creating unstable walking 
surfaces. The cacking sidewalk be-
tween the curb and front steps will 
also be repaired. While this project 
is underway, both the front doors 
to the clubhouse as well as the front 
traffic circle will be closed and inac-
cessible. Members and guests may 
use the entrances on the sides of 
the clubhouse until the project is 
completed, which will be next week, 
weather permitting.

More improvements in our com-
munity continue with street resur-
facing focusing on Wedgefield Road 
for the next few weeks. Neighbors 
are asked to avoid this area when 
possible and to expect slowed 
speed and delays while work en-
sues. Residents are reminded to 
drive 15 mph or slower in all con-
struction zones. The final surface 
has been applied to the Bellechase 
Road and Woodlawn Drive project, 
and striping will follow shortly.

BREAKFAST CLUB
The Pecan Breakfast Club’s meet-

ing scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 
25 has been canceled, but attend-

ees may mark Wednesday, Oct. 9 
for the next gathering when folks 
will hear from photographer Bob 
Moorhouse, former manager of 
The Pitchfork Ranch and Cowboy. 
Breakfast Club meets the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each 
month with food service begin-
ning at 9 a.m. and the program 
following.

NEW GROUP
A newly approved club is forming 

in Pecan Plantation. Folks who are 
currently or have formerly worked 
in any educational capacity are in-
vited to be a member of the Pecan 
Educator Network. The inaugural 
meeting will happen Wednesday, 
Oct. 2 at 5:30 p.m. at the clubhouse 
when attendees will visit, plan and 
shape up a format for future meet-
ings. For more details or to secure 
a spot, text or call 940-393-3070 or 
send email to teachtrw@yahoo.com.

LOVELY SIGHT
The Green Thumb Garden Club 

and Pecan’s grounds and opera-
tions folks have done an outstand-
ing job of preparing the front and 
back circles for fall. Thank you to 
everyone who had a hand in making 
the entrances to our community so 
delightful.

PECAN
FROM PAGE C6

MUNDANE
FROM PAGE C6

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has mini tournaments 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600 
W. Moore St. Welcoming all 
levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
exercise classes: 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance); 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance); 
11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 5 p.m. 
yoga. 1321 Waters Edge Drive, 
Suite 1001. Details: 817-579-
2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club 
will hold an ACBL-sanctioned 
duplicate bridge game at 
noon each week at the Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway, Granbury, 
76049. Entry $8/person. All 
are welcome, come with a 
partner and compete for 
ACBL masterpoints. Informa-
tion and reservations: 225-
933-4074.

SONS OF the American Le-
gion Post 491 of Granbury 
Burger Night, 5-7 p.m. at 
American Legion Post, 3409 
Davis Road. Funds raised 
are used to support veteran 
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members and 
guests. Details: 515-554-6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Chorus — 
rehearsals, Mondays 7-9 p.m. 
at Acton Methodist Church, 
3433 Fall Creek Highway. Con-
certs in May and December. 
See www.granburyciviccho-
rus.org for schedule and ac-
tivities. Questions: granbury-
civicchorus2001@gmail.com. 

FORWARD TRAINING Cen-
ter “Cisco” classes from 6-8:30 
p.m. To sign up email info@
forwardtrainingcenter.org. or 
call 817-573-6677.

TUESDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
classes: 8:30 a.m. Weight 
Watchers (join at weight-
watchers.com); 9 a.m. yoga 
(private class, reservation 
only); 10:30 a.m. yoga (pri-
vate class, reservation only); 
1:30 p.m. line dancing; 5:15 
p.m. Weight Watchers (join 
at weightwatchers.com); 6 
p.m. Granbury clogger nights 
(watch or join). 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session 
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s 
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton 
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing. De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly 
Social Hour Net. All licensed 
amateur radio operators wel-
come. 7 p.m., on the 147.240 
MHz Repeater, +600 offset, 
PL 162.2.

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot card game 
day. 10 a.m.; Dominoes (Mexi-
can Train) 11 a.m. Healthy 
Connections, 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
classes: 9 a.m. exercise class; 
10 a.m. Mahjong; 10 a.m. 
cards; 11 a.m. dominoes. 1321 
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 1001. 
Details: 817-579-2979.

THURSDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise; 11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 
5 p.m. yoga (private class, 
reservation only). 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 6-9 p.m. at 
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S. 
Chess Affiliate, all ages and 
skill levels, children 10 and 
under must be accompanied 
by adult. Y membership not 
required. Details: HoodCoun-
tyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m. 
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
Street. Prizes and fun. Use 
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has mini tournaments 
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at 
600 W. Moore St. Welcoming 
all levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

MELODY BELLS singers of 
Granbury, women’s choral 
group, seeks new mem-
bers who love to sing 3-part 
harmony, especially first or 
second soprano. Also seeking 
experienced piano accom-
panist. Weekly Thursday re-
hearsals for Christmas concert 
season start Aug. 29, 10 a.m. 
to noon, at First Presbyterian 
Church Memorial Hall (the 
Annex), 301 W. Bridge St. Con-
certs performed during first 
two weeks of December. For 
more information, please call 
817-999-1364.

FRIDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
9 a.m. exercise. 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hummers 
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meets 
every Saturday at Hilton Gar-
den Inn, 635 E. Pearl St., for 5K 
or 10K walk for fun, fellowship 
and fitness. Details: 972-567-
3278.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
10:30 a.m. yoga. 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the first 
Monday each month at 7 p.m. 
at the Hood County Emer-

gency Operations Center, 401 
Deputy Larry Miller Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands 
Ministry. The ministry needs 
people to crochet, knit or use 
a knitting loom to make gifts 
to comfort the ill, bereaved, 
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton 
Baptist Church fellowship 
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: 817-326-4693.

SECOND MONDAYS

MEETING OF the Lake Gran-
bury Art Association at 224 
N. Travis St. at 6 p.m. Meet-
ing includes business and a 
monthly demonstration from 
local and visiting artists. For 
questions call 361-510-6820 
or email simanek1@charter.
net.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS 
Guild meets the third Monday 
each month at United Coop 
Electric, 320 Fall Creek High-
way, 6 p.m. Details: 817-296-
8186.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands 
Ministry. The ministry needs 
people to crochet, knit or use 
a knitting loom to make gifts 
to comfort the ill, bereaved, 
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton 
Baptist Church fellowship 
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: 817-326-4693.

WAMS (WESTERN Area 
Modeling Society) radio con-
trol club meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at Spring Creek BBQ, 317 W. 
U.S. Highway 377. R/C aircraft, 
cars, boats, gliders, helicop-
ters, etc. Details: 817-475-2194

FIRST TUESDAYS

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m. Hood County 
Library, 222 N. Travis St., Gran-
bury. All doll appreciators are 
welcome.

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 
Guild meets to knit, learn 
and share knitting tips each 
month at First Presbyterian 
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge 
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and 
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

THIRD TUESDAYS

THE PECAN Plantation Ge-
nealogy Group meets at the 
EMS Training Room, 9518 
Monticello Drive behind the 
fire station. Everyone is wel-
come. You do not need to be 
a resident to attend. Tell gate 
security you are attending 
the genealogy meeting in the 
EMS Training Room. Ques-
tions? Email kcall3219@gmail.
com.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the fourth 
Tuesday each month (except 
November and December) at 
7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-

bury Railroad Depot, 109 E. 
Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace 
817-279-2995 for additional 
details.

MONTHLY MEETING of the 
Granbury branch of the Mid-
Cities Stamp Club at the Bent-
water Activities Center, 1800 
Emerald Bend Court at 7 p.m. 
Questions? 817-910-8174.

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette 
Club meets the first Thursday 
each month for fellowship, 
planning events and other 
business. Dinner, if desired, at 
6 p.m., meeting from 7-8 p.m. 
at Spring Creek Barbeque, 317 
E. U.S. Highway 377. Details: 
bskaggs8@aol.com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT meets 
the second Thursday of every 
month at 6 p.m. at the Emer-
gency Operations Center 
located at 401 Deputy Larry 
Miller Drive. HoodCoCert@
gmail.com.

THE GRANBURY EWMA, 
Chapter P motorcycle group 
meets at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 W. U.S. Highway 
377. Dinner and fellowship is 
at 6 p.m., an informal meeting 
is at 7 p.m. Group of plea-
sure riders who love to ride 
in Texas and beyond. Many 
Goldwing riders, also 2- and 
3-wheelers, any and all riders 
are welcome.

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Somervell A&M 
Club meets the third Thurs-
day (except June, July and 
August) at Spring Creek BBQ 
located at 317 W. U.S. High-
way 377 Granbury at 6 p.m., 
dining/social, 6:30 p.m. meet-
ing. Other activities, fundrais-
ers and meeting changes can 
be found at hscaggies.org.

THE HOOD County Demo-
cratic Club meets each month 
at 1410 Pearl St., Annex #1 at 7 
p.m. Questions? Call 817-233-
5453.

THIRD FRIDAYS

LEGACY CHRISTIAN Acad-
emy of Granbury sponsors 
skating dates year round at 
Granbury Skating Rink from 
10 a.m. to noon. All Christian 
music. $8 cash at the door. No 
outside food or drink.

LAST THURSDAYS

MARINE CORPS League 
Detachment 1297 meeting 
at the American Legion Hall, 
3409 Davis Road, Granbury. 
Chow is at 6 p.m., meeting at 
7 p.m.

SECOND SATURDAYS

SECOND SATURDAY 
Showoff at Fuzzy’s Taco Shop, 
115 W. Pearl St. Car show, 8:30-
10:30 a.m.
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736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com 

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 
Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

“Taking Care of our Member-Owners!”

817.444.3201 • tcectexas.com

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 
John and PJ Gibbs

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches 
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

Granbury  cbac.com/granbury  817-910-4247

People-First Automotive Care
Fixing cars, driving joy.

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM
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E Serving 
Hood County 

Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

SERVING HOOD AND 
SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

 FOR 20 YEARS

• Wall & Floor Tile 
• Wood Look Tile  
• Wood Flooring 

• Luxury Vinyl Plank  
• Carpet

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

Certified finanCial Planner™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches. 

ANGLICAN

Good Shepherd Anglican 
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2035

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Crossing Place 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-1581

Elm Grove Assembly Of God 
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar 
254-835-4755

Faith Assembly Of God 
300 Granbury Court 
817-326-2270

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist 
3500 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4693

Allison Baptist 
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan 
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist 
4804 E. Hwy. 377 
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist 
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy. 
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist 
1840 Acton Hwy. 
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist 
5041 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City 
Hwy. 56 
254-965-3840

First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-613-2322

First Baptist 
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan 
254-646-2484

First Baptist Thorp Springs 
2815 Lipan Hwy. 
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist 
201 West Gibbs Blvd., 
Glen Rose 
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist 
1200 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-4943

Granbury First Baptist 
1851 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-7137

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa 
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist 
500 W. Bluebonnet 
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist 
1625 Mambrino Hwy. 
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist 
4501 Peppertree Rd. 
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist 
1844 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist 
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan 
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist 
7178 Fall Creek Hwy. 
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist 
1571 North Fm 200, 
Rainbow 
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist 
910 Paluxy Rd. 
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist 
820 Paluxy Rd. 
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist 
400 Tolar Hwy. 
254-835-4375 
 

Vineyard Baptist 
320 W. Pearl St. 
817-573-5318

Waples Baptist 
1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 
817-579-0509

Western Hills Baptist 
507 Western Hills Trail 
817-573-7588

BIBLE

Grace Bible 
201 E. Clifton Rd. 
682-498-3014

Granbury Chapel Bible 
Church 
5150 N. Gate Rd. 
817-736-9647

CATHOLIC

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
2301 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian 
3314 S. Clifton 
817-573-0107

First Christian 
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino 
Nuevo 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church 
5904 Walnut Creek Circle 
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian 
608 Shady Grove Dr. 
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of 
Christ 
310 W. Pearl St. 
 817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ 
1905 W. Pearl 
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ 
112 N Caddo St., Lipan 
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ 
4219 Old Granbury Rd. 
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of 
Christ 
3006 Thorp St. 
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ 
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God 
1106 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal 
4530 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 
3734 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca 
2301 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2201

Our Savior Lutheran 
1400 N. Meadows Dr. 
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton Methodist 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4242

Cresson United Methodist  
110 South Crook St., 
Cresson 
469-730-6496

Granbury First United 
Methodist 
301 Loop 567, 
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global  
Methodist Church 
3410 Glen Rose Hwy 
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United 
Methodist 
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 
682-317-9385

Tolar United Methodist 
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4005

Waples United Methodist 
4323 Waples Rd. 
817-573-9076

MORMON

The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints 
1226 Ross Lane 
817-573-6825

NAZARENE

Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene 
921 Lipan Dr. 
817-573-4041

PENTECOSTAL

Hood Pentecostal 
3100 Beechwood St., 
817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury 
4800 Glen Rose Hwy 
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian 
303 W. Bridge St. 
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist 
2016 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-3573

OTHER

Anchor Fellowship 
1300 James Rd. 
682-990-8551

Bear Creek Community 
18553 South Hwy. 377, 
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries 
1950 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-0968

Calvary Family 
3306 Oak Trail Dr. 
314-606-1211

Center Point 
4332 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society 
528 N. Crockett 
817-573-0457

Crossroads 
200 S. Crook St., Cresson 
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County 
2401 Cedar Crest Dr., 
817-579-9332

Generations Church  
5718 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-326-5378

Hope Community 
3206 W. Hwy. 377 
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy 
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan 
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries 
3755 Acton Hwy. 
817-910-8777

Pure Praise 
2901 Glen Rose Hwy. 
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel 
6101 Rock Church Hwy 
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission 
Of Granbury 
5031 Bandy Rd. 
817-573-2669

Stonewater 
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-579-9175

The Bridge 
1107 Weatherford Hwy 
254-522-5330

The Heights 
1921 Acton Hwy 
817-558-2121

The Sanctuary 
4400 Daugherty Ct. 
817-326-2709

Triple Cross Cowboy 
3470 Lipan Hwy 
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 
This directory is made possible 

by these businesses  
who encourage all of us to attend  

worship services. VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Granbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

CALL TODAY TO 
ADVERTISE ON THE 

HOOD COUNTY 
NEWS CHURCH PAGE

817-573-7066

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

“Remain in me, as I also remain in you.  
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must  
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 

fruit unless you remain in me.”
John 15:4
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“Remain in me, as I also remain in you.  
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remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 

fruit unless you remain in me.”
John 15:4
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TASTE of
GRANBURY

Live and Silent Auction!
with Live music by 

Liz White and the Mysterious Scoundrels

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10THTH at
LA BELLA LUNALA BELLA LUNA from 5-8 PM5-8 PM

WWC helps to raise scholarship funds for  
female students in Hood County through the  

Lois G. Cleveland Memorial Scholarship Fund

TICKETS $150 per person
OR $1200 per table of 8

For tickets or sponsorship opportunities,  
please contact us at: 

www.tasteofgranbury.comwww.tasteofgranbury.com
or call 817-573-0427817-573-0427

Award Winning Legal Counsel

827 W PEARL ST.
GRANBURY, TX 76048

817-579-LWYR (5997)  817-573-HYDE (4933) fax

W W W. H Y D E F I R M . C O M
se habla español

A full service law firm delivering  A full service law firm delivering  
the highest level of client service through  the highest level of client service through  

our dedication to honesty, integrity, and results.our dedication to honesty, integrity, and results.

HYDEHYDE
The

LAW FIRM, PLLC

ELDER LAW • FAMILY LAW • INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE  
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GARDEN PATCH

Identify butterfly plants

In fall, as nighttime temper-
atures cool, many flowering 
plants burst into bloom, lur-
ing migrating butterflies with 
their abundant nectar. Many 
butterfly species, such as the 
monarch, migrate in fall to 
overwinter in warmer weath-
er. To fuel their journey, they 
require energy-rich nectar, 
which sustains them over 
long distances. Nonmigratory 
butterflies also need nectar to 
build their energy reserves to 
survive winter food scarcities.

By planting a fall-blooming 
garden, not only will you sup-
port butterflies as they mi-
grate, you will also help many 
of them to reproduce. The 
butterflies that breed in fall 
require nectar, which gives 
them the carbohydrates they 
need to have the energy to lay 
eggs.

When planning a butter-
fly garden, it’s important to 

understand the characteris-
tics that make certain flowers 
more appealing to these polli-
nators. Butterflies are attract-
ed to flowers with abundant 
nectar, vibrant colors and 
accessible structures. Nectar 
is the primary food source for 
adult butterflies, so flowers 
such as lantana that produce 
high quantities of nectar are 
more likely to attract a wider 
variety of butterfly species.

Butterflies are drawn to 
flower structures that make it 
easier for them to land, feed 
and access nectar. Some of 
these structures include flat-
topped or clustered flower 
heads, tubular flowers, com-
posite flowers, simple flowers 
and disc flowers.

Flowers with flat-topped 
flower heads provide large, 
stable landing areas, which al-
low butterflies to comfortably 
perch while feeding. Asters, 

for example, have flat-topped 
flower heads. Often, these 
landing areas consist of mul-
tiple small flowers or florets 
that are easy for pollinators 
to access, such as those of 
yarrow and sedum ‘Autum 
Joy.’

Clusters of many small 
flowers (florets) that form a 
single, larger flower heads 
are referred to as composite 
flowers. Each floret can pro-
vide nectar making the entire 
flower an abundant food 
source. Coneflowers, zinnias 
and sunflowers, for example, 
have central cones made up 
of many tiny florets that are 
surrounded by large petals.

Tubular flowers are shaped 
like funnels with nectar locat-
ed deep inside. Butterflies use 
their straw-like proboscises to 
reach the nectar. Examples of 
flowers with these structures 
include many salvias, cross-
vine and coral honeysuckle.

Small, simple flowers are 
favored because they are eas-
ily accessible and often grow 
in clusters. Milkweed and 
lantana both have small flow-
ers arranged in clusters. Disc 
flowers are characterized by 
their round, central florets, 
often surrounded by larger 

petals or bracts. The disc pro-
vides a stable platform, while 
the central florets offer nec-
tar. Black-eyed Susan, daisies 
and blanket flowers are good 
examples.

While structure is key, color 
and scent also play a role in 
drawing butterflies. Brightly 
colored flowers in reds, or-
anges, yellows and purples 
combined with sweet fra-
grances help attract butter-
flies to your garden. Colorful 
fall-flowering plants for local 
butterfly gardens include 
Texas asters, goldenrod, se-
dum ‘Autumn Joy,’ lantana, 
Mexican sunflower, Turk’s 
cap and salvias.

Learn more about butterfly 
gardening at Lake Granbury 
Master Gardener’s FREE 
Romancing the Monarch 
event to be held 1:30 - 4 
p.m., Saturday, Oct. 5 (rain 
date Oct. 6), at the LGMG 
Demonstration, 1410 W. 
Pearl St., behind Hood County 
Annex I.

For answers to your hor-
ticulture questions, please 
call the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, Hood County at 
817-579-3280 or look online 
at lakegranburymastergar-
deners.org.
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Disc flowers, such as Shasta daisies, provide a stable platform for 
butterflies to land and sip nectar.

I’VE BEEN THINKING

Crazy facts of life

Life can be crazy at times. 
But the more we learn about 
it, the crazier it seems. Enjoy 
the following tidbits that you 
may not have known. Just sit 

back and enjoy these aspects 
of life on planet Earth.

The giraffe has an excep-
tionally long tongue — 20 
inches.

Vermont is the state with 
the smallest capital city 
(Montpelier) with a popula-
tion of just over 8,000.

Many early Europeans died 
from eating tomatoes when 
they were first introduced 
to them because the acid-
ity in the tomatoes brought 
out the lead in their pewter 
plates.

The employee of the 
American Appliance 
Company received only two 

Carol Goodman Heizer is an author who 
moved to Hood County from Louisville, 
Kentucky in 2019. She has had short stories 
and articles published in six editions of 
“Chicken Soup for the Soul” books. Her column 
for the Hood County News will appear every 
two weeks. She was a public school teacher for 
17 years, earlier in her professional career.

BY CAROL GOODMAN HEIZER
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An average horse can jump three feet, whereas a competitive jumping horse can jump seven feet.PLEASE SEE FACTS | C10

Phyllis Webster earned a degree in 
journalism before embarking on a long 
career in public relations and marketing. A 
Granbury resident since 1998, she has been 
deeply involved in the community. She is an 
award-winning writer and photographer, as 
well as a Master Gardener. She has authored 
Garden Patch since 2001.
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Exceptional
Senior Living

Independent Living
Assisted Living

• A delightful, newly renovated community with a 
  devoted staff and rave reviews. 
• Interior courtyards; wrap-around porches.
• Full calendar of activities and events. 
• Professional care whenever needed 24/7. 
• Chef-prepared meals; forever friendships.

Memory Care
• In a separate, secure village. 
• Dementia-care specialist on site.
• Full-time dedicated activities director. 
• Exceptionally spacious, private apartments.

(817) 279-9259
Avivagranbury.com

2300 Paluxy Hwy, Granbury, TX 76048

Exceptional Senior LivingExceptional Senior Living

817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com

Register for Classes
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734

817-964-3333
Menu

Join Mama’s mobile 
COUPON CLUB

Text mamas to 21333 for 
specials and information

Veteran, Military, Senior Citizen Discounts

PJ’s Lawn CarePJ’s Lawn Care
         & Landscaping         & Landscaping

Computer Design • Seasonal Planting •  Mowing •  
Yard Maintenance • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
817-714-4270 817-714-4270 ||  www.pjslawn.comwww.pjslawn.com

  
EstimatesEstimates

FreeFree

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or Large
• Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

Insured
& Certified

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
PLEASE CALL US FOR

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE

682-936-4081

Dr. Bhaloo
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              Doug’sDoug’s
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Request Your FREE Copy 

‘Preventing Decline’ 
Call (817) 242-8974 or visit: 

HBCAbookoffer.com

HearingAndBrainCenters.com | 1100 E. US Hwy 377, Suite 106, Granbury, TX 76048

Granbury and Hood County’s
Highest Rated Hearing and Tinnitus Office

Ashley Rodriguez
Patient Experience Coordinator

Dr. Sarah Chapman, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

Before You Buy Traditional Hearing Aids. . .

- Mowing

817 - 578 - 6068817 - 578 - 6068

ChristmasChristmas LightsLights
INSTALLATION

- Edging
- Tree removal

-Tree Trimming

- & More!

Call now

ORITZ LAWN CARE 
SERVICE

THE IDLE AMERICAN

On becoming a year older

I have probably made 
this claim previously, but 
most friends know that my 
respect for redundancy 
has never been more than 
trivial. So, here I go again, 
certain that there finally 
are but two groups of peo-
ple — those who have egos 
and admit it and those who 
likewise have ‘em and don’t 
admit it.

I’m in the former group 
— giddy as a 5-year-old 
with a store-bought birth-
day cake — buoyed by 
warm memories of a 60-
hour whirlwind of acco-
lades marking my 87th 
birthday.

It all began with a 
Magnolia potluck lun-
cheon thrown by church 
Primetimers on my birth-
day “eve-eve.” It ended in 
Brownwood, where I hand-
ed officials the game ball to 
signal the beginning of the 
Howard Payne University 
vs. Hardin-Simmons 
University football game. 
(Side note: I made the 
handoff without fum-
bling, and in a flash, my 
“15 seconds of fame” was 
over. Longtime friend Jay 
Allison, CEO of Comstock 
Resources in Frisco, also 
was an honoree, serving 
as “honorary team cap-
tain” for the entirety of the 
game.) …

First things first: Several 
months ago, Barbara 
Harris, a go-getter in 
Magnolia, invited me 
to speak to her church 
Primetimers. I agreed, men-
tioning the event would 
mark the beginning of my 

65th year of public speak-
ing, two days prior to my 
87th birthday Sept. 7.

Eureka, thought she. 
Why not have a birthday 
party for me and all at-
tendees? This thought led 
to Pandora’s box open-
ing, and her creative juices 
— flowing regularly in 
daylight hours and of-
ten in dawn’s early light 
— overflowed.

There were birthday 
cakes everywhere, and 
enough additional table 
decorations to start a 
Mardi Gras, stopping just 
short of bead-throwing. 
There were 12 tables for 
persons born from January 
through December …

Emcee Barbara — who 
never saw a detail to be 
overlooked  was in rare 
form. Someone said she 
can gab at 250 words a 
minute — with gusts to 
300 — while threading the 
needle of an electric sewing 
machine with it a’runnin.’ I 
can believe that.

She decided to reveal to 
the group of some 80 per-
sons how many total birth-
days were being observed. 
First Baptist Church staffer 
Milt Eichler calculated the 
cumulative figure to be 
well north of 5,000. (Yikes, 
it was sobering to realize 
my birthdays contributed 
nearly 2% of this figure.)

I came home with much, 
including a birthday cake, 
an encased 1937 Indian 
head “birth nickel,” a 
touching tribute poem 
penned by her ownself, and 
a “pet rock” painted by her 

hubby in school colors of 
Howard Payne University, 
where I served as president 
from 1986-1997 …

The Harrises are on track 
for squeezing the most 
from retirement years. 
They have children and 
grandchildren to enjoy, a 
church to serve, friends to 
value and a marriage of 53 
years to savor.

These retired educators 
have a lovely home, where 
I spent the night prior to 
speaking. I even got to see 
their pet turtles — named, 
of course — muddle 
around the backyard.

Barbara crowds much 
into her schedule, includ-
ing meetings of TOPS (Take 
Off Pounds Sensibly) — a 
program that she claims 
hasn’t worked for her — 
and a sewing group whose 
members “mostly keep 
each other in stitches.” 
Walter, a high school and 
HPU track runner, seems 
to pace himself with home 
projects and rock paint-
ing …

In Brownwood, my team 
lost. However, I remained 
on a “sugar high” from in-
take of birthday cake slabs. 
Still, I handled my football 
handoff duties acceptably, 
though not in a manner 
nearly as stately as Allison, 
who was stoic and digni-
fied throughout the game.

Down deep, he was prob-
ably hurting for his Baylor 
Bears, who lost that week-
end, too. Maybe I’ll get 
Harris to paint him a pet 
rock, too. (Pet rocks, BTW, 
emerged in 1975.)

There is much to savor, 
including birthday wish-
es from several hundred 
alumni, among whom were 
two HPU graduates who 
bought my books. Such 
discriminating readers are 
particularly valued …

Dr. Newbury, longtime university president, 
continues to speak and write. The Idle 
American, begun in 2003, is Texas’ longest-
running syndicated column. Contact: 817-
447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 
Website: www.speakerdoc.com.

BY DON NEWBURY

dollars as a bonus for his 
invention of the microwave 
oven.

A sloth has 10 neck bones 
— the giraffe has only 7.

Bees (who can fly 30,000 
feet) can fly higher than 
Mount Everest (29,035 feet).

Ancient Egyptians used 
dead mouse paste, burnt 
eggshells, oxen hoof pow-
der and ashes with pumice 
stone to ease toothaches.

An average horse can 
jump three feet, whereas a 
competitive jumping horse 
can jump seven feet. As far 
as human high jumpers in 
the Olympics, the record is 
7 feet, 10 inches for men 
and 6 feet, 9 inches for 
women.

“The Terminator” script 
sold for a mere $1 by young 
James Cameron who was 
living out of his car and 
struggling to get by.

It was the zero-gravity 
espresso maker (ISSpressor) 
that was sent into space in 
2015 by Italian astronaut 
Samantha Cristoforetti.

Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak 
(both college dropouts), 
and Ronald Wayne started 
Apple Computer Inc. April 
1, 1976.

The everyday waffle iron 
was the kitchen appliance 
that inspired one of the first 
pairs of Nike shoes.

As dirty as boars may 
seem, they wash their food 
before eating it.

Penicillin, the modern-day 
medicine, was first called 
“mold juice” because it was 
the juice produced by the 
mold that killed the bacteria 
— not the mold itself.

The first stroller (large 
and bulky) was first engi-
neered to be pulled by a 
goat, pony or dog.

The MGM lion’s roar is 
trademarked.

Irish bars — known to 
most as pubs — always 
closed on St. Patrick’s Day 
up until the 1970s.

When bananas are placed 

under black light, they ap-
pear as blue because of the 
“insoluble phenolics from 
the apoplast.”

Adult cats are lactose 
intolerant. When cats are 
born, they, like humans, 
have the necessary enzyme 
(lactase) to break down lac-
tose. As cats age, many lose 
that enzyme. This means af-
ter they ingest milk, cheese 
or another dairy product, 
the lactose that isn’t digest-
ed stays in their intestines 
and begins to ferment.

The Pope cannot be an or-
gan donor because he must 
be buried intact — his body 
belongs to the Universal 
Catholic Church.

The Eiffel Tower is 15 cm 
(5.9 inches) taller during 
the summer because of the 
metal’s thermal expansion.

The tooth is the only part 
of the human body that can-
not heal itself. It is not alive 
due to the enamel surface.

Switzerland makes own-
ing only one Guinea pig il-
legal because they are social 
animals and being alone can 
be stressful.

The Ancient Romans put 
toast in their wine, believ-
ing it would lead to good 
health.

A shrimp’s heart is locat-
ed in its head because it has 
an open circulatory system, 
which means it has no arter-
ies; its organs float directly 
in blood.

People are more creative 
in the shower because the 

warmth releases dopa-
mine that makes us more 
creative.

Scotland chose the 
Unicorn as its national ani-
mal because of its connec-
tion with dominance and 
chivalry, as well as purity 
and innocence in Celtic 
mythology.

Venus is the only planet 
that spins clockwise. It trav-
els around the sun once ev-
ery 225 Earth days, but it ro-
tates clockwise once every 
243 days.

The 100 pleats in a chef’s 
hat represents the number 
of ways you can cook an 
egg.

The Spanish National 
Anthem is one of only four 
national anthems that has 
no words.

The Japanese phrase 
“Kuchi zamishi” means eat-
ing when you are not truly 
hungry. The literal transla-
tion means “lonely mouth.”

The Central American 
fruit called “black sapote” 
tastes like chocolate and 
sweet custard.

The two businessmen 
after which M&Ms were 
named are Forrest Mars and 
Bruce Murrie.

The common hashtag 
is officially known as an 
octothorpe. The “octo,” of 
course, refers to the eight 
points, but the “thorpe” 
seems to remain a mystery.

Ultracrepidarians are 
those who speak beyond 
their knowledge.
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The Eiffel Tower is 15 cm (5.9 inches) taller during the summer 
because of the metal’s thermal expansion.
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