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Briton Rice runs a quarterback sneak into the end zone in a scrimmage against Jacksboro.

A return to the gridiron

spawned TV shows and movies like
Friday Night Lights and Varsity Blues.

Granbury has a new head coach
and Tolar looks to improve on the
success of 2023. Check out our foot-
ball previews in the B section.

Friday nights are once again filled
with the sounds of marching bands,
cheering crowds, and the crashing
of pads as area high school football
teams return to action. High school
football in Texas has a way of bring-
ing communities together, and has
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HCRP wins legal
battle against
Zamarron; Graft’s
nomination secure

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

A final verdict in the Roberta
Zamarron/Hood County
Republican Party trial was official-
ly reached Aug. 21, with visiting
Judge Graham Quisenberry ruling
in favor of the HCRP’s nomination
process for district clerk.

CASE BACKGROUND

Zamarron, Hood County’s cur-
rent interim district clerk, along
with some members of the execu-
tive committee, recently sued the
HCRP and its Chair Greg Harrell,
alleging violations of party by-

laws, self- appointment doctrine,
and election laws during the dis-

trict clerk nomination earlier this
summer.

According to Zamarron, the
party violated its own bylaws dur-
ing its executive committee meet-
ing on June 26 by allowing her
opponent, Melanie Graft, to par-
ticipate in the voting process for
the district clerk nomination. The
initial vote ended in a 7-7 dead-
lock before a re-vote resulted in
Graft winning 8-6, which sparked
concerns about transparency and
fairness on social media.

After failure to get the
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City council candidate
withdraws amid
residency dispute

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

A Granbury City Council candi-
date has withdrawn from the race
amid growing allegations of resi-
dency and voting fraud.

Eva Royer, who filed to run for
Place 5 Friday, Aug. 16, has been
at the center of controversy fol-
lowing claims that her residency
and voting records do not align
with her application.

Royer’s candidacy faced imme-
diate scrutiny when it was discov-
ered that her official application
stated she had been a resident of
Granbury for nearly three years.

However, records obtained from
the Hood County Elections Office
revealed that during the March
primary earlier this year, Royer
had voted in Precinct 216, which
is located outside Granbury’s

city limits. This discrepancy sug-
gested either her application was
inaccurate, or she had been voting
from an incorrect address.

Further investigation uncov-
ered that the address Royer listed
as her primary residence on her
application is reportedly a vaca-
tion rental property managed by
her real estate brokerage. The
property, which has been actively
rented out and listed on evolve.
com, received reviews from out-
of-town renters during the time
Royer claimed to be residing
there. Additionally, the Granbury
City Council approved the prop-
erty as a short-term rental in July
of last year.

City Attorney Jeremy SoRelle
told the Hood County News that
when a candidate files to run
for office, the city must verify
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County Commissioners Court striving for efficiency

County allocates $38,500 for IT assessment

HCAD faces major hurdles to regain public
confidence following budget and audit dispute

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

Hood County Commissioners
Court took a decisive stand
Tuesday, Aug. 27 by disapprov-
ing the Hood Central Appraisal
District’s proposed 2025 budget.

The court’s action, supported
by a 3-2 vote, not only mandates
a budget revision but also calls
for a comprehensive forensic
audit of the appraisal district’s
financial records dating back to
2017.

THE COURT’S TASK
AND SOME HISTORY

The court was tasked with
deciding whether to adopt a
resolution disapproving the
proposed 2025 budget for the
HCAD, request excess surplus
and reserve funds be returned

to the taxing entities, and re-
fund monies paid for unap-
proved ventures that may be
identified in a forensic audit
of the prior five years of HCAD
expenditures.

During the meeting, Hood
Central Appraisal District Chief
Appraiser Jeff Law presented
the proposed 2025 budget to
the commissioners, emphasiz-
ing the importance of its ap-
proval despite ongoing concerns
about the district’s financial
management.

Law acknowledged a resolu-
tion passed by the commission
in May 2024, which requested
the 2025 budget include provi-
sions for a forensic audit.

Similar resolutions were
passed by the City of Granbury,
the City of Tolar and other local
entities. However, Granbury ISD
later suspended its resolution
over cost concerns, and Lipan

ISD chose to refrain from taking
any action.

Law informed the court that
HCAD’s board of directors met
Aug. 1 to discuss the potential
audit, considering input from
the various taxing units in-
volved. He explained that while
three units supported the audit,
two opposed it, and six ab-
stained from taking any official
action.

IN DEFENSE OF THE BUDGET
“Your disapproving of this
budget won’t resolve any of
those issues that happened
in the past,” Law stated. “The
appraisal district needs these
funds going forward to accom-
plish our statutorily required
duties.”
Addressing the appraisal dis-
trict’s financial state, Law noted
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BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County Commissioners
Court unanimously approved a
$38,500 contract with a local firm to
conduct a thorough IT assessment
during a regularly scheduled meeting
Aug. 27.

Early last month, Precinct 4
Commissioner Dave Eagle brought
forward the idea to have the Hood
County IT department undergo an
audit in order to gain a clear under-
standing of the department’s daily
activities and overall performance.

The agenda item was initially met
with pushback from members of the
court and Hood County residents,
who argued that the audit was un-
necessary given the department’s
success. Others viewed it as a form of
micromanagement.

Despite the resistance, however,
the court unanimously decided to

hire SLG Technologies out of Glen
Rose to conduct a comprehensive
evaluation of the IT department.

During the meeting, SLG
Technologies President Ed Gossett
addressed concerns about the pro-
posed IT assessment, clarifying that
it differs significantly from a tradi-
tional financial audit. Gossett ex-
plained that the IT assessment is not
about assigning blame or penalties
but rather about collaborating with
the existing IT team to identify and
address risks.

“IT is very unique,” he said. “There
are threats that change daily, if not
hourly. You can look in the news
and go back just within a couple of
months, and you can see huge com-
panies that have been attacked and
breached because of IT issues, and
they have outstanding IT depart-
ments, so it’s nothing against the IT
department.”

PLEASE SEE AUDIT | A7
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS

CHAMBER NEWS

Granbury Chamber of Commerce:

Empowering businesses, driving
growth and building community

Since its founding in 1952, the
Granbury Chamber of Commerce
has been dedicated to enhancing
and promoting the business envi-
ronment and economic prosper-
ity of Hood County. For more than
70 years, the chamber has worked
tirelessly to fulfill its mission, sup-
porting local businesses through
advocacy, resources and network-
ing opportunities. The chamber’s
partnerships with the county, city,
school districts, community or-
ganizations and local businesses
continue to fuel a thriving regional
economy and a prosperous busi-
ness community.

The chamber plays a vital role as
the voice of local businesses, rep-
resenting their interests and con-
cerns at local, regional and national

levels. With a focus on fostering
economic growth, the chamber of-
fers a variety of resources to help
businesses thrive. From network-
ing events and workshops to edu-
cational programs, the chamber
equips its members with the skills
and connections necessary for
success. Members benefit from
increased exposure and marketing
opportunities, as the chamber pro-
motes them through various chan-
nels, ensuring that businesses stay
on the map and top of mind in the
community.

The Granbury Chamber of
Commerce is committed to build-
ing a collaborative business en-
vironment, encouraging partner-
ships among members that result
in innovation and shared success.

By staying attuned
to the evolving
needs of its mem-
bers, the chamber
remains a driving
force for econom-
ic development,
helping business-
es adapt to chang-
ing landscapes
and seize new opportunities.

Whether you're an established
entrepreneur or a passionate com-
munity member, the chamber wel-
comes you to join its ever-growing
network. Membership offers access
to valuable resources, industry
expertise, and a community of like-
minded professionals, all working
together to create a vibrant future
for Hood County.

W

INSPIRING THE

" CHAMP

SHINE BRIGHT!

If you're interested in learning
more about the chamber’s offer-
ings, don’t miss the upcoming
“Maximize Your Membership”
event Thursday, Sept. 5 at 9 am.
Held at the United Cooperative
Services training room at 320 Fall
Creek Highway, this free event will

review membership benefits, intro-

duce the chamber’s various com-
mittees, and explore ways to get
involved. Registration is required,

TUESDAY, SEPT. 24TH 2024

LAKE GRANBURY CONFERENCE CENTER

o

and everyone is welcome — wheth-
er you're a new member, a long-
time member, or just curious about
joining.

For more information, visit www.
granburychamber.com, email
info@granburychamber.com, call
817-573-1622, or stop by 3408 E.
U.S. Highway 377 for a visit. Come
join the chamber family and let’s
build a vibrant future together!
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New Member Spotlight

Lake Granbury RV Center

“Lake Granbury RV Center is a RV repair shop,
Parts & Accessory store, as well as Mobile RV

FAMILY PICKLEBALL EXTRAVAGANZA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 11:00AM- 2:00PM

New member spotlight: Lake Granbury RV Center

"New parts and accessories store. If we don't have what you need, we
can order itand usually have it by the next day."

Thank you for joining the Granbury Chamber of Commerce

g granbury

New Member Spotlight

STIER EIENTS

Stier Events, LLC

“Producer of unique special events and festivals!”
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WOMEN IN BUSINESS
SUMMIT GOMMITTEE MEMBER &
AMBASSADOR SPOTLIGHT

HBEIII]E[ Farris-Laney

HAMBER

Business:

DSG Benefits Group
Months on WIB Summit
Committee
6 Months

8 Months

New Member Spotlight: Stier Events
"“Producer of unique special events and festivals!”

Thank you for joining the Granbury Chamber of Commerce!

RIBBON CUTTINGS

Susan Moore Memorial Garden, Acton Elementary School, 3200 Acton School Road

We are so thankful for our amazing Women in Business Summit
committee member and ambassador, Heather Farris-Laney with

DSG Benefits Group LLC.

Heather has been an ambassador for eight months and on the

Women in Business Summit committee for six months. When asked
why she likes being on the WIB Summit committee, she replied”|
love seeing all these amazing women coming together to bring fun
events, great content and friendship to so many other womenin
Granbury. | love strategizing on what to bring to our WIB ladies and
love seeing the results of what we're providing.”

Fun Fact about Heather: "I played golfin high school and even made

the All-Region team my senior year!

v

Thank you for serving on our Women in Business Summit committee
and being an ambassador, Heather!

Lake Granbury ER Fall Creek Grand Opening, U.S. Highway 377 at Fall Creek Highway
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

A legend comes to life

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood
County News. He is also an actor, author,
playwright, performer and entertainment
producer/promoter.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

his past weekend I had the pleasure of
traveling to Tarleton State University and
witnessing the unveiling of a 13.5 foot
tall, 3,500-pound bronze manifestation
of the Tarleton State mascot, the Texas Rider. This
sculpture is a welcome addition to Memorial Sta-
dium and was created by my friend and Granbury

artist Mike Tabor.

Tabor styled the sculp-
ture with a classic look.
The rider sports a vintage
haircut, neck rag and hat
creased in a 1950s style.
His hat s held in one hand
flung high in the air, and
the face is serious, but not

scowling. Clearly, the mas-
cot looks like he “came to
play.” Mike has been quoted
with saying, “I hope people
feel something special when
they look at it. It was special
for me, the first representa-
tion of the Tarleton Texan

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Harley Walts

Say hello to our neighbor,
Harley Walts!

North, south, east, and west, lifelong Hood County
resident Harley Walts has resided on “all sides” of Hood
County, mainly Granbury, Harley says. She delights
in living among all the different generations of the
people in Hood County and the sense of community we
all share. Through hard work and the lessons learned
from her life experiences, she has become the Executive
Director of the Hood County Substance Abuse Coun-
cil. This Council is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization
based in Granbury. Harley is dedicated to preventing
future generations from facing the same challenges she
once did. She shares this: “I strive to prevent the next
generation from becoming a statistic just like I was told
I was.” Harley thoroughly enjoys her free time with her
fiancé and family. She likes keeping up to date with the
events in Hood County by reading the Hood County
News, which makes her feel connected.

STAY CONNECTED AT

HCNEWS.COM

Hood County

www.hcnews.com

in human-like form; it’s very
meaningful.”

Make no mistake, this
was quite an unveiling. The
event took place before the
very first national tele-
cast of a Tarleton foothall
game and the dignitaries
included Texas A&M System
Chancellor John Sharp,
board of regents Chairman
Bill Mahomes, regents John
Bellinger and Jay Graham,
Dr. A Dwain, and David
and Lynda Mayfield. The
Mayfields and their Bar M
Bar Ranch provided the
funding for the artwork.

My friend and the presi-
dent of Tarleton, Dr. James
Hurley and his staff did an
admirable job of keeping
the overflow crowd in check
and the program moving
quickly in the 100-degree
heat. There were alumni,
students, faculty members,
former “Texas Riders,”
cheerleaders and support-
ers of Tarleton in all shapes
and sizes, all present to
catch a glance of history.

What I enjoyed most
about the activities was
watching Mike’s family,
especially his children and
grandchildren. T have no
way to estimate how many

“selfies” will be taken of
Mike’s statue over the next
100 years, but I venture few
if any students or visitors
will pass by without tak-

ing out their camera and
capturing this magnificent
piece of art and adding it

to their memory book. How
cool is it for the generations
of Mike’s family to know he
has sculpted his way to be-
come an integral part of the
very history of one of our
great Texas universities. For
an artist, it cannot get much
better than that.

My wife taught school
with Mike for several years
— so many that she refers
to him as her “work hus-
band.” It is through their
close relationship that I met
Mike and his wife Suzy and
have seen our friendship
blossom. I was so pleased
to see Mike receive the rec-
ognition he deserves, but at
the same time, maintaining
his good natured, self-dep-
recating demeanor through-
out the event. It was clear
to everyone present that to
Mike, his work reflects upon
the world in a way much
greater than himself; it re-
flects all the good things
about Tarleton University

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY
Mike Tabor, his wife Suzy and their family at the unveiling of the
"Texas Rider" statue at Tarleton State University on Saturday Aug. 24.

and what it stands for. What
more could an artist hope to
accomplish?
Congratulations to
Tarleton University and to
its alumni, students and
faculty! You now have a
landmark that will forever
stamp Tarleton onto the

hearts of many. Good job
Mike! I am proud of you as I
can be.

Thought for the day: The
best thing about art is that
the people who create it live
forever.

Until next time...I will keep
ridin’ the storm out!

County declares Aug. 31 International
Overdose Awareness Day

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County
Commissioners Court re-
cently designated Saturday,
Aug. 31 as Hood County
International Overdose
Awareness Day, to address
the ongoing crisis of sub-
stance abuse.

According to the procla-
mation read by Harley Walts,
Hood County Substance
Abuse Council’s executive di-
rector, substance misuse and
drug overdose continues to
be a significant public health
crisis — claiming countless
lives throughout communi-
ties worldwide.

Statistics from the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention state that over-
dose deaths in the U.S. have
recently surpassed 100,000
for the third consecutive
year.

However, provisional data
from the CDC’s National
Center for Health Statistics
indicate a 3% decrease in
drug overdose deaths be-
tween 2022 and 2023, rep-
resenting a reduction of
approximately 3,486 deaths.
The CDC reports that this is
the first annual decrease in
drug overdose deaths since
2018.

According to an article
from the Texas Tribune, the
drug overdose rate was at 17

deaths per 100,000 residents
in Texas back in 2021 — the
last year with available data.

Every year, Aug. 31 is
recognized as the National
Overdose Awareness Day in
remembrance of those lost
to overdose, and to acknowl-
edge the devastation this
has brought to hundreds of
thousands of affected family
members and friends.

The proclamation states
itis a day of coordinated re-
sponse from substance use/
misuse awareness groups,
organizations and affected
families sharing their lived
experiences as part of a
whole group. This day serves
as an opportunity for those
affected to both warn and

inform our youth, the public
and the unsuspecting.

According to the procla-
mation, Hood County recog-
nizes the impact overdose
has on an individual, family
and community, as well as
the resulting deaths in our
community. As a result, the
county wishes to recognize
those affected locally by
the tragedy of overdose and
bring awareness, education
and prevention resources to
Hood County.

The Hood County
Commissioners Court unani-
mously approved the proc-
lamation to address this on-
going issue and to support
those affected by overdose
in the community.

CANDIDATE

FROM PAGE A1

their eligibility according to
the Texas Election Code. He
explained that the city secre-
tary’s office collects informa-
tion from various sources to
ensure the candidate meets
all required qualifications,
as detailed in both state

law and the Granbury City
Charter.

SoRelle explained that
when the city secretary
reviewed Royer's voter
registration record, ques-
tions arose about her resi-
dency. He noted that while
the Texas Elections Code
mandates a minimum of
12 months' residency in
Texas and six months within
the jurisdiction for candi-
dates, municipalities like
Granbury can impose stricter
requirements.

According to Section 2.03
of the Granbury City Charter,
qualified applicants (in part)
“shall have resided for at
least one (1) year, next pre-
ceding the election at which

they are candidates, within
the Corporate Limits of the
City of Granbury.”

“While reviewing Ms.
Royer's application it was
noted that she had indicated
within the application that
she had resided in the city of
Granbury for approximately
two years and nine months,”
SoRelle said. “However, this
was in conflict with the in-
formation received by the
city secretary from the Hood
County Elections Office.”

SoRelle said when the dis-
crepancies were discovered,
the city secretary adhered
to the Texas Elections Code
and issued a notice to Royer,
which informed her of the is-
sue and disqualifying factors
on her application.

In response to the discrep-
ancies, the Granbury City
Council scheduled a special
meeting for Friday, Aug. 23,
to review and assess Royer’s
qualifications and eligibil-
ity as a Place 5 city council
candidate.

Section 2.04 of the
Granbury City Charter stipu-
lates the council is respon-

sible for determining the
qualifications of its own
members.

“It became necessary for
the city council to review the
filing, hear from the appli-
cant, staff and legal counsel,
consider all supporting doc-
umentation and information,
and to determine the quali-
fication and eligibility of the
applicant,” SoRelle stated.

However, one day before
the Granbury City Council
meeting was scheduled to
be held, Royer submitted
a formal withdrawal of her
candidacy — resulting in a
cancellation of the meeting
altogether.

"The official withdrawal
filed with the city secretary's
office properly contains
Ms. Royer's acknowledged
signature, and, within the
document provided by the
Secretary of State, the lan-
guage complies with the re-
quirements of withdrawal as
set out in the Texas Elections
Code,” SoRelle explained.
“Per the Texas Elections
Code, Ms. Royer's withdraw-
al became effective as of the

time of its filing with the city
secretary.”

SoRelle also confirmed
the special meeting set for
Aug. 23 was canceled since
it was no longer needed due
to Royer’s timely and legally
compliant withdrawal.

The situation has not
only raised questions about
Royer's candidacy but
has also sparked broader
concerns about election
integrity.

Resident Sharee Westlund,
who has been vocal about
the situation on social me-
dia, emphasized the impor-
tance of upholding demo-
cratic principles.

“This is not about ‘cancel
culture’ but about main-
taining integrity within our
democracy, which Eva Royer
has allegedly disregarded,”
Westlund said. “Election
fraud is a serious crime and
should be treated as such.”

The HCN reached out to
Royer for comments, but did
not receive a response before
press time.
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matter addressed, Zamarron,
along with Precinct 409 Chair Brad
Yarborough, Precinct 112 Chair
Robert Granger, and Precinct 404
Chair Mark Jackson hired an attor-
ney and officially filed the lawsuit
earlier this month.

The heart of the dispute involves
Graft’s dual role as a precinct chair
and a candidate for district clerk.
Zamarron contended that allowing
Graft to vote while she was also a
candidate constituted a conflict of
interest and breached the HCRP’s
rules, which prohibit individuals
holding elected public offices from
participating in such votes.

Zamarron’s lawsuit also stated
that Graft’s participation in the vot-
ing process was illegal under Texas
Election Code 161.005, which pro-
hibits individuals from serving as
both an officer of a political party
and a candidate for an elective of-
fice. It also cites the self-appoint-
ment doctrine, which disallows a
body from appointing one of its
own members to a position.

COURT PROCEEDINGS

The case was presented on three
grounds: election code, the self-
appointment doctrine and a viola-
tion of the (HCRP) bylaws. Although
the self-appointment doctrine was
briefly mentioned, the focus was
primarily on the alleged violation of
the HCRP bylaws.

As the trial began, a range of
legal arguments and testimonies
were put forward. Attorney Ryan
Taylor, representing Zamarron and
above-mentioned precinct chairs,
contested the legitimacy of Graft’s
vote, citing the Texas Election Code
and local bylaws. Taylor argued that
if Graft’s vote was deemed illegal,
Zamarron should be declared the
winner, as the initial tied vote of 7-7
would have been 7-6 in Zamarron’s
favor.

Attorney Eric Opiela, represent-
ing the HCRP and Harrell, countered
that even excluding Graft’s vote, she
would still be the nominee due to a
majority vote. He stated that Graft
did not cast an illegal vote and that

the only place a court can declare re-

sultis in an election contest.

WITNESS STATEMENTS

Harrell was called as the first wit-
ness, with Taylor questioning him
about the party's proposed bylaws
for 2024-2025 and whether they
comply with Texas law. Harrell con-
firmed that under the bylaws, the
county chair must be a Republican,
aligning with Election Code stipu-
lations that one must vote in the
Republican primary to be consid-
ered affiliated with the party.

Taylor also addressed the pro-

cess of nominating candidates and
whether Graft's participation in vot-
ing was appropriate. Harrell admit-
ted he did not consult the party’s
parliamentarian, Dave Eagle, about
Graft’s eligibility to vote. Harrell
acknowledged that although other
precinct chairs had asked for ad-
ditional time to thoroughly vet the
candidates, vetting did not occur
before the election. When asked if it
was fair for Graft to vote while be-
ing a candidate, Harrell maintained
that he believed the process was ex-
ecuted fairly, emphasizing that his
role was to manage the procedure
rather than to make decisions about
fairness.

Further questioning revealed that
Graft was viewed as a capable politi-
cal candidate by some party mem-
bers, though Harrell acknowledged
that politics played a significant role
in her nomination. He defended the
decision to proceed quickly with the
vote, citing the need to resolve divi-
sions within the party and ensure
timely placement of a candidate on
the ballot.

According to Zamarron’s lawsuit,
members of the executive commit-
tee attempted to work with Harrell
to rectify the errors and illegality in
the candidate nomination and vot-
ing process. Unable to obtain any
response from Harrell, Yarborough
made a written request for Harrell
to take action to remedy the matter.
However, the lawsuit states Harrell
did not respond or take any further
action.

When Taylor asked Harrell about
the communication, Harrell clarified
that he forwarded Yarborough'’s
letter — full of statutory references
— to the Republican Party of Texas
and the Secretary of State, despite
not responding directly.

Harrell also disputed the claim
that Graft’s absence from voting
would have resulted in her prevail-
ing, maintaining that the vote count
would not have changed.

During the defense questioning,
Harrell admitted he had not re-
ceived any prior objections to Graft
participating in the vote and only
became aware of concerns through
a letter from Yarborough after the
meeting.

Opiela also inquired about the
voting rules, particularly whether a
runoff was required in case of a tie.
Harrell explained that Graft’s vote,
if excluded, would not have altered
the final tally, affirming that she
would still have prevailed.

Opiela also asked if Graft’s role as
a precinct chair, considered a public
office, should have disqualified her
from voting. Harrell responded that
Graft’s role ended when she was
nominated, thus making her vote
valid.

Yarborough also testified he had
raised concerns to Harrell about
Graft’s eligibility to vote in the dis-
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trict clerk nomination process, but
he did not object to the matter until
he sent an email to Harrell nearly a
month later. He also stated that he
did not believe the process was fair.
Jackson testified he thought the
voting process was “hastily called”
and expressed doubts about Graft’s
eligibility to vote. When questioned
about why he did not raise an objec-
tion at the time, Jackson explained
that he had just been sworn in and
chose to proceed with the process.
Regarding the involvement of parlia-
mentarian Eagle, Jackson remarked
that he wouldn’t be surprised if
Eagle had been behind the decision
to nominate Graft, adding that the
process seemed orchestrated.

CLOSING ARGUMENTS

In his closing argument, Taylor as-
serted that the HCRP's nomination
process was fundamentally flawed.
He argued that the party’s bylaws,
which use the broad term “public
office,” should take precedence over
the more specific Texas Election
Code. Taylor pointed out that the
bylaws could have been aligned
more closely with state law but were
drafted to encompass a broader
range of positions, including school
board trustees, who are not consid-
ered county government officials.

Taylor also contended that Graft’s
vote in the initial tie-breaking round
should be discarded, which would
make Zamarron the winner. Taylor
argued that Graft, as a school board
trustee, was a "county” official and
thus ineligible to vote under state
law. He also claimed her nomination
as a potential candidate made her
ineligible.

“What happened here was wrong,”
Taylor said. “If the court were to
agree with Harrell, where does it
end? There’s nothing to stop them
from doing anything they want to.
Their position is bylaws don’t mat-
ter. If they don’t matter, why is there
a statute? Does state law not mat-
ter? That can’t be the law. What is
the point of justice if you can’t go
anywhere to find it?”

In response, Opiela defended the
HCRP's nomination process, arguing
that it was neither improper nor a
violation of law. He contended that
a school board trustee does not hold
public office, and therefore, the
bylaws do not need to align strictly
with state law.

Opiela asserted that Graft only be-
came ineligible to serve as a precinct
chair — and to vote for the district
clerk nominee — after being offi-
cially nominated. He emphasized
that Graft had both the right and
obligation to vote before her formal
nomination.

He highlighted that according to
the Texas Election Code, a person
is not considered a nominee until
they receive the party’s vote — a

decision that falls within the party's
discretion.

“What matters is what the election
code says,” Opiela stated. “It makes
clear that they are not considered
ineligible when they’re nominated
by an executive committee.”

He also argued that even if Graft’s
initial vote were considered illegal,
it would not have altered the final
result, as the second vote clearly af-
firmed her nomination.

“This should have been over the
night of the executive committee,”
Opiela said. “The vote was held; she
was the winner."

Donna Garcia Davidson, repre-
senting Graft, stated that based
on her experience, the nomina-
tion process followed established
procedures.

She emphasized that Graft would
never engage in illegal actions and
clarified that a candidate is defined
as someone actively seeking elec-
tion. Davidson argued that since
Graft was officially a candidate only
after receiving a majority vote, there
was no illegal vote to be dismissed.

FINAL RULING

Upon hearing testimony from
both sides, Judge Quisenberry
expressed appreciation for the de-
tailed arguments and acknowledged
the importance of having compre-
hensive information with which
to make an informed decision. He
recognized the case was inherently
political, stating that the “very na-
ture of being political is what got us
here today.”

Quisenberry emphasized the im-
portance of adhering to the prin-
ciples of the elected judiciary and
stated that the same principles ap-
ply to the position of district clerk.

“I'believe in that process and up to
this point, the Republican Party has
supported that process. You have
a win and loss whichever way this
goes,” he said. “When this political
process concludes that person takes
an oath of office. The last thing you
want me to do is make a political
ruling without adhering to the oath
of office.”

Quisenberry then denied
Zamarron’s request, determining
that while the state law supersedes
local bylaws, the specific state law in
question does not explicitly include
school board officials as govern-
ment officials. As a result, Graft’s
vote was deemed legal.

“If you're seated as a juror or
a judge, you have to follow the
law whether you like it or not,”
Quisenberry added. “I'm called
upon today to fulfill my oath. Like
my decision or not, it’s a part of
public order.”

Quisenberry noted that while
the ruling is final, Zamarron’s legal
team may still appeal before the
Nov. 5 election.

City of Granbury Police

Department Criminal Activity Report

The following is a break-
down of activity that
occurred through the
Granbury Police Department
during the period of Aug.
20-Aug. 27. While there were
many incidents, this is a par-
tial list of more significant
activity.

AUG. 20

6:21 am.: threat on W.
Pearl St.

12:10 p.m.: theft on E. U.S.
Highway 377

2:56 p.m.: theft on
Reunion Court

7:34 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on Jasper Lane

**A major accident, two
minor accidents and 17 traf-
fic stops occurred this day**

AUG. 21
1:32 p.m.: suspicious
person or activity on E. U.S.
Highway 377
4:58 p.m.: criminal tres-
pass on E. U.S. Highway 377
6:07 p.m.: criminal tres-
pass on E. U.S. Highway 377
**A major accident, four

minor accidents and 12 traf-
fic stops occurred this day**

AUG. 22

7:17 am.: possession of
a controlled substance on
Acton Highway

11:28 a.m.: criminal mis-
chief on E. U.S. Highway 377

2:55 p.m.: assault on E.
U.S. Highway 377

4:29 p.m.: criminal tres-
pass on N. Plaza Drive

4:31 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on E. U.S. Highway
377

8:28 p.m.: theft over $100
and under $750 on E. U.S.
Highway 377

10:27 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on Chanel Drive

**A minor accident, a war-

rant service and seven traf-

fic stops occurred this day**

AUG. 23

2:13 a.m.: suspicious ac-
tivity on Mary Lou Court

12:28 p.m.: theft on S.
Morgan Street

12:42 p.m.: theft over

$100 and under $750 on E.
U.S. Highway 377

2:10 p.m.: possession of a
controlled substance on E.
U.S. Highway 377

2:42 p.m.: reckless driver
on E. U.S. Highway 377

3:15 p.m.: intoxicated
driver with BAC higher than
0.15% on Lipan Highway

4:42 p.m.: theft on E. U.S.
Highway 377

5:52 p.m.: property dam-
age on Lipan Highway

7:21 p.m.: suspicious
person or activity on E. U.S.
Highway 377

9:25 p.m.: theft under
$100 on E. U.S. Highway 377

**A major accident, eight
minor accidents, a warrant
service and 15 traffic stops
occurred this day**

AUG. 24
1:32 a.am.: noise distur-
bance on W. Pearl Street
2:23 a.m.: noise distur-
bance on N. Plaza Drive
9:05 a.m.: assault on E.

U.S. Highway 377

4:06 p.m.: theft of proper-
ty on E. U.S. Highway 377

6:56 p.m.: shots fired on
Savannah Lane

10:15 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on W. Pearl Street

**A minor accident, two
warrant services and seven
traffic stops occurred this
day:‘::':

AUG. 25

1:11 a.m.: criminal tres-
pass on Gallivant Drive

1:19 a.am.: noise distur-
bance on W. Pearl Street

3:52 a.m.: noise distur-
bance on W. Pearl Street

12:50 p.m.: theft of service
on E. U.S. Highway 377

11:21 p.m.: stabbing on
Headquarters Circle

**A minor accident, a war-
rant service and 21 traffic
stops occurred this day**

AUG. 26

4:46 a.m.: suspicious
person or activity on E. U.S.
Highway 377

6:41 a.m.: hit-and-run acci-

dent on E. U.S. Highway 377

12:12 p.m.: assault on
Reunion Court

3:16 p.m.: fraud on W.
Bridge Street

**Two minor accidents, a
warrant service and 26 traf-
fic stops occurred this day**

AUG. 27

8:31 a.m.: noise distur-
bance on James Road

8:34 a.m.: assault on
Spanish Oak Drive

10:47 a.m.: suspicious
person or activity on E. U.S.
Highway 377

2:54 p.m.: criminal tres-
pass on Paluxy Road

6:18 p.m.: suspicious per-
son or activity on Harbor
Lakes Drive

9:31 p.m.: arrest on W.
Pearl Street

11:52 p.m.: vicious animal
on Jasper Lane

**A major accident, a war-
rant service and nine traffic
stops occurred this day**
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CALENDAR

ONGOING
FORWARD TRAINING
Center “Beginner Typing
Skills” class. Call 817-573-
6677 or email info@for-
wardtrainingcenter.org

SATURDAY, AUG. 31

JOIN FORWARD Train-
ing Center for the August
Granbury Airport Breakfast
fundraiser from 8-0 a.m.
See the runway in action
with arriving and depart-
ing aircraft. Questions?
Call 817-573-6677 or email
info@forwardtrainingcen-
ter.org.

TUESDAY, SEPT.3

OPERA GUILD Meeting at
Acton Methodist Church
(youth building at back
of church) 3433 Fall Creek
Highway. Check-intime s
10a.m., entertainment will
be Nin Hulett beginning
at 11 a.m., meeting begins
at 11:30 a.m. Catering by
Cotton Patch, luncheon
atnoon. Lunchis option-
al, costis $18.Cash and
check only. Reservations
required for lunch and/or
meeting and must be sub-
mitted by Friday, Aug 30.
Please notify if you have
astanding reservation
and will not be attending.
817-776-2898. Meeting will
return to DeCordova Bend
Country Clubin October.

SATURDAY, SEPT.?7
HOOD COUNTY Demo-
cratic Americans political
football meeting. Colo-
rado vs. Nebraska. 1201
Prestwick Court. Ques-
tions? Call 972-345-0271.

MONDAY, SEPT.9

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC
Women of Hood Coun-
ty monthly meeting at
Spring Creek Barbeque,
317 E.Highway 377 at 11
a.m. Courtney Gore and
Bret Deason, candidates
for GISD board of trustees
will speak. Details: 254-
716-5195.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 28

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC
Women of Hood County
Annual Luncheon. Guest
speaker: Holly Taylor, Dem-
ocratic candidate for pre-
siding judge of the Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals,
Place 1.Silentauction. 11
a.m.DeCordova Bend Es-
tates Country Club. $40,
with proceeds benefiting
local high school scholar-
ships and candidates. De-
tails: 254-716-5195.

TO SUBMIT
CALENDARITEMS

Information should be
submitted atleast two
weeks prior to the event
for consideration. The
Community Calendar is
afreelisting in the Hood
County News to inform
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should
be open to the public
and free to attend. Email
the who, what, when and
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street
address for the location.
The topic for the meeting,
program or guest speaker
must be included. Email to:
calendar@hcnews.com.
Calendar information
runs in chronological
order as space
isavailable.
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Commissioners urge TCEQ
to deny air quality permit for
Wolf Hollow expansion

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

The Hood County
Commissioners Court
adopted a resolution
Tuesday, Aug. 27 urging
the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality to
deny an air quality permit
requested by Constellation
Energy for the expansion of
its Wolf Hollow II power gen-
eration facility — referred to
as Wolf Hollow IIL

The court’s decision fol-
lows concerns raised by lo-
cal residents and officials
about potential environmen-
tal and health impacts.

If approved, the Wolf
Hollow III project would
serve as a critical backstop
for Texas’ energy grid dur-
ing periods of extreme de-
mand, such as heat waves or
cold snaps.

The proposed new eight
gas units would replace old-
er, less efficient generators
within the Electric Reliability
Council of Texas system and
help ensure reliable energy
supply as additional energy
sources are developed.

However, local officials
and residents are wary of
the environmental and noise
impacts of the expansion.
Constellation Energy has as-
sured the community it will
comply with all state and lo-
cal noise ordinances and will
not expand bitcoin opera-
tions at the site.

The outcome of TCEQ’s
decision on the air qual-
ity permits will determine
whether Constellation
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Energy proceeds with the
Wolf Hollow III project.

The resolution, presented
during the court session,
specifically called on the
TCEQ to deny the issuance
of state air quality permits
for Wolf Hollow II, which
currently operatesasa 1,115
MW combined-cycle gas and
steam turbine facility.

The facility, located in
Granbury, began opera-
tions in June 2017 and is
owned and operated by
Constellation Energy. The
company has proposed ex-
panding the site with eight
additional gas-fired genera-
tors under the name Wolf
Hollow III, which would add
approximately 300 mega-
watts to the Texas grid.

During the session,
Precinct 2 Commissioner
Nannette Samuelson read
a statement from Cindy
Highsmith, a local resident,
who expressed concerns
about the potential increase
in air pollutants.

Highsmith highlighted
that the proposed expan-
sion would emit significant
amounts of harmful con-
taminants, including carbon
monoxide, nitrogen oxide
and hazardous air pollut-
ants like sulfuric acid and
mercury.

She emphasized the im-
portance of Hood County
maintaining its status as an
“attainment area” under the
EPA’s air quality standards,
which ensures clean air for
residents and supports re-
sponsible industrial growth.

“There are three nonat-

tainment areas in Texas.
They are Houston, Dallas-
Fort Worth and San
Antonio,” Highsmith wrote.
“Do we want to become a
non-attainment area? I think
the answer is no.”

Highsmith also pointed
out the proximity of the
Wolf Hollow site to water
bodies such as the Brazos
River, Squaw Creek and Lake
Granbury, raising alarms
about the potential for mer-
cury contamination in these
areas.

She urged the commis-
sioners to support the
resolution to protect public
health and the environment.

Samuelson concluded
with a motion, “ The Hood
County Commissioners
Court urges TCEQ to deny is-
suance of proposed state air
quality permit 175-173, issu-
ance of prevention of signifi-
cant deterioration, air qual-
ity permit PSDTX-1636, and
issuance of greenhouse gas
GHG-PSD, air quality permit
GHG-PSDTX-238, (8:30) for
emissions of GHG and that
this resolution be mailed
to the Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality,
Office of Chief Clerk, P.O.
Box 13087, Austin, Texas.”

With Precinct 4
Commissioner Dave Eagle
seconding Samuelson’s mo-
tion, the resolution received
unanimous support from
the court and will be sent to
the TCEQ and the offices of
State Sen. Brian Birdwell and
State Rep. Shelby Slawson to
bolster their case against the
expansion.
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Aburn banis when restrictions are placed on outdoor activities that may cause fires.

County enacts 90-day burn ban

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Outdoor burning is of-
ficially prohibited in Hood
County after the Hood
County Commissioners
Court enacted a 90-day burn
ban Aug. 27. This move fol-
lows a previous announce-
ment made by the Hood
County Fire Marshal’s Office
Aug. 20 that a burn ban was
being put in place.

A burn ban is when restric-
tions are placed on outdoor
activities that may cause
fires. This includes outdoor
burning and some welding
activities.

During Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Hood County Judge Ron
Massingill joked that every
time the county enacts a
burn ban, it rains shortly
thereafter.

“But I think we need it,” he
added.

According to Deputy Fire
Marshal Mike Stafford, the
county’s Keetch-Byram
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Drought Index was at 622 as
of Monday, Aug. 26, with the
index increasing about 10 to
15 points a day.

The KBDI is an indicator
used by the Texas Forest
Service to relate recent and
current weather conditions
to expected fire behavior.
Higher KBDI values indicate
an increased fire risk due to
lower fuel moisture. Drought
conditions generally exist
when the KBDI is greater
than 575.

“With that, there’s no ques-
tion that we need (a burn
ban),” Massingill stated.

According to the Texas
A&M Forest Service’s burn
ban web map, 132 counties
in the state of Texas are cur-
rently under a burn ban.

During a county’s burn ban
period, any outdoor burning
could resultin a $500 cita-
tion for violating the order.

The Hood County website
states that outdoor welding
is permitted during a ban,
but only if a designated spot-

ter is present with a water
source for extinguishing any
accidental fires.

While periods of rain help
to relieve conditions that cre-
ate a burn ban, the fact that
it has rained does not lift the
ban, the Hood County web-
site states.

In accordance with Texas
law, the ban is either on or
off. Even though increased
moisture and humidity help
to reduce activity of fire,
unless vegetation is in the
growing phase, the fuel still
contains little to no mois-
ture, contributing to in-
creased fire danger.

The Hood County Fire
Marshal’s Office monitors
the conditions daily during
the time burn bans are in
place and they will be lifted
as soon as burning can be
done safely.

For more information
about burning in Hood
County, visit the county’s
new website at hoodcounty.
texas.gov.
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that HCAD returned $1.908
million to the taxing entities
shortly before he assumed
office in September 2023.

The district’s current fund
balance is $426,000, with
$110,000 designated for
litigation, building repairs
and technology. This leaves
an undesignated balance
of $316,000, or about 1.2
months’ worth of reserves.

Law recommended the
board adopt a policy to
maintain two months of re-
serves, which would require
approximately $550,000.

In response to concerns
about how HCAD manages
unspent revenue, Law clari-
fied that the district has con-
sistently operated within its
approved budget, often end-
ing the fiscal year with either
a surplus or aneed to draw
from reserves based on ex-
penditures versus revenue.

“More than 75% of our
budget is allocated to sala-
ries and employee-related
expenses,” he explained,
adding that any budget sur-
plus is typically the result
of unfilled vacancies, which
lead to unspent salary funds.

Law also touched on past
decisions to allocate sur-
plus funds toward reducing
unfunded liabilities in the
Texas County and District
Retirement System, a strat-
egy in place since 2016.
Additionally, surplus funds
had been earmarked for po-
tential new building projects,
though those plans were
ultimately scrapped, and the
money was refunded to the
taxing entities.

ON REVERSING A PREVIOUS

HCAD ACTION

Law mentioned he had
explored the possibility of
retrieving funds already de-
posited into the TCDRS trust
fund but was informed that
statutory requirements pro-
hibit such a move. He is still
awaiting confirmation of this
statute.

Reiterating the district’s

financial standing, Law said

the current $316,000 fund

balance provides roughly

two months of operating
reserves. He acknowledged
an earlier comment that
some county entities have
occasionally delayed their
payments to the district,
though these payments were
eventually received. Based
on his experience in other
districts, Law remarked that
it is not uncommon for large
entities to delay payments
by a few months.

Law addressed inquiries
regarding the timeliness
of payments from major
contributors, specifically
the Granbury Independent
School District, which con-
tributes 62% of the appraisal
district’s revenue. Law con-
firmed that, to his knowl-
edge, the Granbury School
District had never been late
with payments.

“Have we ever been
late?” asked Precinct 2
Commissioner Nannette
Samuelson.

“Yes, ma’am. Last year,”
Law replied. He explained
that a law in the tax code au-
tomatically imposes penal-
ties on late payments, but
the HCAD board has the
authority to waive those
penalties.

“Hood County’s tardiness
was addressed by waiving
the penalty, and the delay
was attributed to the prior
auditor rather than the tran-
sition to a new auditor,” Law
clarified.

As the meeting pro-
gressed, it became evident
that the decision before the
Commissioners’ Court con-
cerned not only the 2025
budget but also restoring
confidence in the Hood
Central Appraisal District’s
financial practices.

HCAD’S ‘SPENDING SPREE’

AND ‘FAT BUDGET’

The conversation then
shifted to the potential costs
of a forensic audit, which
is amatter of concern for
Granbury ISD due to its sig-
nificant financial contribu-

www.hcnews.com

tion to the appraisal district.

In response to Judge Ron
Massingill’s question regard-
ing Granbury ISD’s disap-
proval of the audit, Law clari-
fied that if the forensic audit
were included in the dis-
trict’s budget, Granbury ISD
would be required to cover
63% of the cost, despite its
disapproval of the audit.

Law also explained the dif-
ference between the stan-
dard financial audit, which
was completed and present-
ed last month, and the pro-
posed forensic audit, which
has yet to be conducted.

During his presentation,
Mayor Jim Jarratt, a speaker
at the meeting, raised con-
cerns about the budget. He
pointed out that at a recent
Granbury City Council meet-
ing, a decision was made to
disapprove the HCAD’s bud-
get, reduce it by $500,000,
and request a forensic audit.

Jarratt argued the budget
is excessively large, noting
that between 2016 and 2021,
$1.8 million beyond the actu-
arial requirement was added
to the retirement fund with-
out oversight.

“This additional funding
was done without sufficient
oversight or awareness from
the entities contributing to
the district, effectively plac-
ing the financial burden on
the citizens,” Jarratt stated.

Jarratt continued his cri-
tique by highlighting what
he described as a pattern of
excessive spending within
the HCAD. He noted that be-
tween 2021 and 2023, more
than $2 million in excess
funds were available, with
$1.9 million being returned
to the entities involved.

He questioned the where-
abouts of an additional
$100,000 and mentioned
that another $293,000 was
expected to be returned in
2023 or 2024. According to
Jarratt, this pattern indi-
cated over-budgeting and
mismanagement.

He also raised concerns
about recent expenses, men-
tioning that in December
2023, the district approved
more than $200,000 for ar-
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chitectural services. Over the
last three years, $387,000
has been spent on archi-
tectural services without
clear approval for building
construction.

Both Jarratt and Law
agreed there was no authori-
zation to proceed with build-
ing plans.

PRAISE FOR LAW AND NEED
FOR FORENSICAUDIT

The discussion then
turned to the performance
and governance of the
HCAD. Jarratt referenced
evaluations by the Texas
Comptroller of Public
Accounts, contrasting the
district’s 2021 budget, which
met all required standards,
with the 2022-2023 pre-
liminary assessment, which
highlighted significant defi-
ciencies in governance, tax-
payer assistance, and operat-
ing procedures.

“The Appraisal District has
been more than forthcom-
ing on providing information
and working with the conver-
sation,” Jarratt said, adding
“what it comes down to me is
that this is a fat budget.”

“I' have confidence in Mr.
Law’s ability to correct these
issues, given his history of
high performance,” Jarratt
said.

Jarratt also emphasized
the need for a forensic audit,
suggesting that it should
cover amore extended peri-
od, potentially going back to
2016, to fully understand the
financial decisions that led
to the current situation.

He expressed concern
about the lack of clarity
regarding the cost of such
an audit, noting that esti-
mates varied widely — from
$10,000 to $100,000 — de-
pending on the scope. Jarratt
inquired whether the HCAD
has issued a Request for
Proposal (RFP) to obtain a
specific scope and cost for
the audit.

Law responded that no
RFP or quotes have been ob-
tained at this time, leaving
the potential cost of the au-
dit uncertain.

AUDIT DISCUSSION BEGAN
IN MAY 2024, BUT NO

RESEARCH INTO COST

Resolutions passed by the
City of Granbury and Hood
County in favor of conduct-
ing a forensic audit occurred
in late April or early May
2024.

Despite these resolutions,
no formal investigation into
the potential cost of the fo-
rensic audit has been initi-
ated, and the scope of the
audit, initially proposed to
cover five years, is now be-
ing considered for expan-
sion back to 2016, poten-
tially increasing the cost
significantly.

HCAD STAFF

EFFICIENCY QUESTIONS

The final segment of the
Hood Central Appraisal
District budget meeting cen-
tered on the proposed 2025
budget, which includes high
salaries for key positions
and raises questions about
the district’s overhead costs
and transparency practices.

Discussion began with a
detailed breakdown of the
salaries for top positions
within HCAD. The chief ap-
praiser earns $198,000,
including an $8,000 car
allowance. A new deputy
chief appraiser position is
proposed with a salary of
$130,000, also including a
car allowance.

The appraisal manag-
er earns $109,000 with a
$9,600 car allowance. These
positions alone account for
$437,000 in salaries, not
including benefits or the
district’s 12% contribution
to the Texas County and
District Retirement System.

Concerns were raised
about whether such over-
head is necessary for man-
aging a team of just eight
appraisers. The discussion
also highlighted the office
manager,/executive assistant
role, with an annual salary
of $117,000, including an
$8,000 car allowance.

FURTHER TRANSPARENCY
The discussion then shift-

ed to improved transparency
and accessibility under Law’s
leadership, with suggestions
to further enhance transpar-
ency by recording or live-
streaming HCAD meetings.

Questions about the dis-
trict’s recourse if audits re-
veal discrepancies or misap-
propriations were raised.

The possibility of filing an
errors and omissions claim
with the insurance company
was discussed, particularly
concerning the $387,000
spent on surveys of ques-
tionable properties.

The return of $1.19 million
and identification of $1.8
million in excess funds were
noted, signaling potential re-
coveries from past financial
mismanagement.

The discussion turned crit-
ical as commissioners scru-
tinized HCAD’s practice of
over-budgeting and retaining
excess funds, which totaled
$2.8 million over five years.

Frustrations were ex-
pressed over HCAD’s resis-
tance to external audits, with
commissioners emphasizing
the need for transparency
and accountability, especial-
ly since HCAD’s board mem-
bers are not elected officials.

THE MOTION

The session concluded
with a vote on a resolution
to disapprove the pro-
posed 2025 HCAD budget.
Samuelson made a motion
to adopt the resolution to
disapprove the proposed
budget from the HCAD, to
request excess surplus and
reserve funds be returned
to the taxing entities, and to
refund monies paid for un-
approved ventures that may
be identified in a forensic
audit of the prior five years
of HCAD expenditures. The
motion was seconded by
Precinct 4 Commissioner
Dave Eagle, and the resolu-
tion passed with three votes
in favor and two opposed
— Massingill and Precinct 3
Commissioner Jack Wilson.

AUDITION NIGIH T

7:30 PM.

Kiwanis

Come support the charitable work of the Granbury Kiwanis Club at our
sixth annual Voice of Granbury Audition Night, where audience votes
determine our winning singer. Contestants are Debby Gordon, Barry
Bentle, Faith Thompson, Elizabeth Treat, Bailey Roy, Josh Lee,
Courtney Current, Jenny Sturges, Santos Naranjo, Jenn Helm,
Joe Savage, and Susanne Boston.

Buy your tickets today for $30 each at www.thenewgranburylive.com

Faith Thompson

Bailey Roy
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Granbury City Council election likely canceled

From Staff Reports

The candidate filing window for
the Nov. 5 Granbury City Council
election has officially closed. With
the election now in sight, it appears
voters will not need to head to the
polls for this local race.

For council person Place 3, in-
cumbent Bruce Wadley has filed
for reelection, while council person
Place 5 incumbent Steven Vale will
not be seeking another term. Zeb
Ullom has stepped forward to run
for the Place 5 seat.

With both Wadley and Ullom run-

ning unopposed, the Granbury City
Council is expected to cancel the
election during its next meeting.
The council will vote to official-
ly declare Bruce Wadley and Zeb
Ullom as elected to their respective
places.

If approved, this action will

streamline the process, avoiding
the need for a formal election and
confirming the continuation of
Bruce Wadley’s service and the in-
troduction of Zeb Ullom to the city
council. The action will also save
taxpayers the cost of holding an
election.

For more information, resi-
dents are encouraged to attend
the upcoming city council meeting
or visit the city’s official website:
Granbury.org.

AUDIT

FROM PAGE A1

Gossett went on to explain the
process will involve a collabora-
tive effort, where his company will
evaluate the current environment
and then provide recommenda-
tions on enhancing processes and
security. He noted he prefers not
to use the term "audit,"” as the fo-
cus is on evaluating and enhanc-
ing the network and its security
rather than conducting a tradition-
al audit.

Hood County Judge Ron
Massingill emphasized that the IT
department has already proven
its effectiveness by successfully
thwarting a sophisticated hack
that prompted immediate involve-
ment from federal and state agen-
cies. He noted that, unlike neigh-
boring Parker County and the City
of Granbury —which both suffered
severe breaches and operational
disruptions — Hood County's IT
team managed to prevent any data
loss or financial damage.

“Doesn't that say something for
our IT department?” Massingill
asked, arguing that this success
demonstrates the department's
competence.

"I can't speak specific to that in-
stance, because I don't know what
the attack was — but to deny that
there is something out there that
you can assess and constantly im-
prove on ... I mean, that's our whole
goal is to constantly improve on
security, improve on processes and
make things better, right?” Gossett
asked. “If you are breached tomor-
row, that could cost the county
millions of dollars.”

He also recommended the coun-
ty regularly conduct these assess-

201 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048 5
(817) 573-5548
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ments, ideally annually or bien-
nially, to stay ahead of evolving
threats.

Massingill asked how the assess-
ment would help the county’s IT
department. Gossett explained
that an external review would pro-
vide another set of eyes and a fresh
perspective.

"It's better to have multiple
people looking at it from differ-
ent angles," he explained. “We may
come in and say, ‘Hey, they passed
with flying colors, and everything's
great,” but if you find one incident
on the network that needs im-
provement, then you know your
return on investment is well paid
for.”

Gossett then reiterated that this
will be a collaborative effort and
emphasized that his company is
not aiming to take over or criticize
the current IT team. He added that
at the end of the audit, his team
will ask for a closed session to re-
view everything with the court.

"If there is something found, that
doesn't need to be published to the
public,” Gossett said. “That needs
to be behind closed doors, and a
discussion that says, ‘Hey, here
you have a potential risk, and this
is how you address it.””

Gossett clarified that regard-
less of which company is chosen
for the assessment, no firm can
guarantee that future issues won’t
arise. He explained that the goal
of the assessment is to safeguard
the infrastructure from both ex-
ternal and internal threats, noting
that employees can be the "biggest
threat" to security.

Massingill asked if the assess-
ment would include suggestions
on optimizing the department's
time and efficiency. Gossett con-
firmed that the evaluation will cov-
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er the entire department, offering
recommendations for enhancing
various aspects such as the ticket-
ing system and daily operations.

Gossett also revealed his com-
pany has conducted assessments
for the counties of both Erath and
Somervell.

“The fact that you showed up
here today speaks volumes,”
Massingill said.

Precinct 3 Commissioner
Jack Wilson said the fact SLG
Technologies is CJIS-certified is
also a plus. The Criminal Justice
Information Services certification
is arequirement for organizations
that use or access criminal justice
information.

"Iwould just like to ease the ten-
sion, because like I said, it's not
an attack,” Gossett added. “This is
just an assessment and a collabo-
ration effort. Then we come back
and kind of review it as a team and
make recommendations. That's all
we're doing.”

Eagle also highlighted the one
key factor in selecting a firm for
the IT assessment is CJIS certifica-
tion, which the firm in question
has. He noted that among the five
companies considered, only two
are CJIS approved.

He also mentioned his own chal-
lenges with understanding IT ter-
minology and procedures, empha-
sizing the importance of having an
external party come in to clarify
these aspects and provide a clearer
picture of the IT operations.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Kevin
Andrews echoed Gossett’s state-
ment that the assessment is not
adversarial toward the IT depart-
ment. He explained that he is not
in this for a “witch hunt.”

"This is more a question of,
‘What does the infrastructure look

[=]
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like?’ ‘What's going on behind the
scenes and underneath?” And ‘Is
there something that we need to
learn?”” Andrews said. “This is not
adversarial. This is, ‘Is there a way
to improve?’ to make sure that the
next attack is stopped, like the last
one was.”

IT Chief Information Officer
Drew Wiederkehr explained he
doesn’t mind going through the
audit to see if the department
has any vulnerabilities. However,
he voiced concern about how the
county will handle the findings
once the assessment is completed.

Eagle responded that he doesn’t
have the answer to that at this
time as it is impossible to predict
how the county will address the
findings.

“We'll have to see what happens
first,” Eagle said. “If it's something
we can take action on immediately,
yes. If it's something that's going
to require a lot of money, we'll
have to talk about it. But that's
an unanswerable question at this
stage, in my opinion, but it will be
addressed."

Gossett confirmed that his com-
pany offers a risk matrix, which
identifies the department’s highest
risks and includes a detailed cost
analysis for addressing those risks.
He also added that an assessment
often uncovers not just costs but
potential savings as well.

“We come in and assess some-
thing and we say, ‘Hey, you can
change this and save this much
money per year.’ We've done that
both in Somervell and Erath,”
Gossett said. “We've probably
saved Somervell $200,000 a
year by changing things in their
network and making improve-
ments, so it's not always a cost.
Sometimes there's savings. A lot of

times there's savings.”

Gossett also mentioned that
if his firm were selected for the
assessment, it would likely take
about three weeks to commence —
with the entire process estimated
to take between 30 to 60 days to
complete.

During public comments, resi-
dent David Farris emphasized
the importance of a collaborative
approach to cybersecurity assess-
ments, drawing from his extensive
experience in the field.

Farris compared Hood County’s
situation to his previous role in a
company with a substantial cyber-
security budget, noting that while
they faced constant attacks from
numerous global hackers, Hood
County's less prominent profile
might make it less of a target.
Despite this, Farris stressed that
regular reviews are crucial because
vulnerabilities can exist in unex-
pected places.

Farris also stated that he didn’t
hear anything from Gossett’s pre-
sentation that he didn’t like, add-
ing that he agreed with everything
Gossett said.

"You need to do this analysis,
because the risk is too big,” Farris
added. “And trust me, the thing is,
you may have stopped one hack,
but there will be another.”

Eagle made a motion to ac-
cept the proposal from SLG
Technologies to conduct an as-
sessment of Hood County’s IT
department at a cost of $38,500
out of Fund 55. Following a second
from Wilson, the motion passed
unanimously.

“You're unanimously hired, sir,”
Massingill said to Gossett.

STEP UP 4 SENIORS IS ALMOST HERE...

AND THIS YEAR ISBIG!

The Center has served local seniors since 1977, but in addition to our annual 3K Walk/Run,
we are celebrating our 25th Birthday at 501 Moore Street this year! Come join the fight against
senior isolation and food hunger, donate blood, enjoy some treats and live music, and joni us for our

25th Building Birthday Ribbon Cutting!

Help us Walk to Fight Senior Isolation and Food Insecurity in Hood County!
September 14, 2024 - Same Day Registration: 8:30AM and Walk Begins at 9AM

Ribbon Cutting at 10:45AM and Raffle at 11:00AM
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Local man sentenced to

Tired of waking up at 3 a.m.?

By Lake Granbury
Medical Center

“Our sleep is essential to
our well-being,” states Dr.
Ahmed Bhatti, board certi-
fied pulmonologist and
sleep medicine physician.
“We need our rest to reju-
venate our bodies and our
minds.”

The temperature and
lighting are perfect, you
avoided screen time for at
least an hour before bed
and haven’t had any coffee
since lunch. Still, you find

COURTESY PHOTO FROM ENVATO ELEMENTS BY NATABUENA

each night. We need that
rest to heal and for our
bodies to balance our hor-
mones, metabolism, blood
pressure and heart rate.
However, the average per-
son wakes up at least once
per night — whether they
remember it or not.

So, why are we waking up
at 3 a.m. and struggling to
get back to sleep?

It could be due to your
habits before bedtime, such
as consuming caffeine or
alcohol too late in the day or
not keeping your room dark

by meditating, deep breath-
ing or listening to sooth-
ing sounds. If you cannot
fall back asleep within 30
minutes, get out of bed and
consider reading a book or
visualizing a peaceful place,
like the beach.

Just remember to stay
patient. After all, fighting
sleeplessness by obsess-
ing over the clock will only
increase your stress, which
will keep you up even
longer.

Establish a schedule by
going to sleep and waking

yourself waking up at the or cool enough. However, up at the same time every

same time every night, star-  giregs, age-related hor- day, stop using technology

ing at the ceiling. mone fluctuations, mental at least 30 minutes before

; S()_Lll_nd?frustratlngly health issues (like anxiety) bedtime and cut off caffeine
amiliar?

and alcohol three to five
hours before you turn in.
For more information or
to schedule an appointment
with Dr. Bhatti, please visit:
https://lakegranburymedi-
cal.com/BhattiMD or call

and sleep disorders also

can keep us from getting
enough rest. In fact, as many
as 70 million Americans suf-
fer from some type of sleep
disorder, such as insomnia,
sleep apnea or restless leg

If so, you're not alone.
Studies over the years show
one-third of us don’t sleep
through the night several
days per week.

During sleep, our bod-

ies cycle from light to deep syndrome. (817) 579-3994.
sleep for about 90 to 120 The next time you find
minutes, and we go through yourself awake in the mid-

four to five phases of that dle of the night, try to relax

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

You're retired. Your money isn't.

Ready to discover the best options that keep your money working for
you? Contact me today.

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

1830 N Plaza Drive, Suite B

Granbury 76049
817-573-6917

Taylor A. Mobly
Financial Advisor

401 Temple Hall Hwy Ste3
Granbury, TX 76049
817-268-9137

Ty Andrew Chad C. Carroll, AAMS®
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
716 E Hwy 377 2007 Rockview Dr.

Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-0488

Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-6115
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100-plus years in prison

From Staff Reports

On Aug. 9, a Hood County
jury convicted Colby Nicholas
Arnold, 36, for multiple
counts of identity theft and
drug possession. After find-
ing Arnold guilty of the charg-
es, the jury sentenced him to
a total of 107 years in prison.

Arnold was charged with
fraudulent use/possession
of identifying information —
50 or more items; possession
of a controlled substance —
methamphetamine; and pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance — morphine. Because
he already has numerous oth-
er felony convictions, Arnold
is classified as a “habitual fel-
on,” exposing him to a higher
punishment range.

On March 3, Granbury
Police Department officers
were at the home of Arnold’s

neighbor looking for a lost
cell phone. The neighbor in-
dicated that Arnold repaired
cell phones and computers
and may be in possession of
the phone in question. When
officers approached Arnold
about the phone he men-
tioned being in possession of
many phones — the comment
led to a search warrant being
executed at his workspace.

Upon entering Arnold’s
workspace, officers found
drugs in plain sight and
items of personal identifying
information that did not be-
long to him. Officers further
searched the space and found
hundreds of items of person-
al identifying information —
such as credit cards, member-
ship cards, passports, drivers’
licenses and other similar
items.

On Aug. 8, Hood County

Assistant District Attorney
Max Lisle and Assistant
District Attorney Cecily
McLaughlin presented the
case to a jury in the 355th
District Court.

The jury sentenced Arnold
to 80 years in the state peni-
tentiary for the identity theft
charges, 25 years in prison
for the morphine charge, and
two years in state jail for the
methamphetamine charge.

“Everybody these days has
been impacted in some way
by identity theft. We take
these crimes seriously in
Hood County. I'm proud of
the work that the Granbury
Police Department and ADA
Lisle and ADA McLaughlin did
to ensure that a perpetrator
of these crimes was brought
to justice in our county,”
said Hood County District
Attorney Ryan Sinclair.

Elevated levels of lead detected
in city water supply

From Staff Reports

Water testing on City of
Granbury drinking water con-
ducted in March revealed el-
evated levels of lead in some
samples. Although most
samples had lead levels below
the Environmental Protection
Agency action level of 15
parts per billion, some were
above that level.

The elevated levels are
not a violation under federal
or state law, but city offi-
cials want to make residents
aware.

Though the samples were
taken in March, the lab did
not report results to the city
until July. When the city re-
ceived the report, it notified
the state.

The greatest risk of lead
exposure is to infants, young
children and pregnant wom-

en. Lead in drinking water,
although rarely the sole cause
of lead poisoning, can signifi-
cantly increase a person's to-
tal lead exposure, particularly
in infants who drink baby
formulas and concentrated
juices that are mixed with
water.

Lead enters drinking water
primarily as a result of the
corrosion or the wearing away
of materials containing lead
in the water distribution sys-
tem and household plumb-
ing, such as solder used to
join copper pipe, brass and
chrome plated brass faucets.

In 1986, Congress banned
the use of lead solder contain-
ing greater than 0.2% lead,
and in 2011 restricted the
lead content of faucets and
pipes to 0.25%.

Residents who use city
water can run water to flush

out lead. If the cold water tap
has not been used for several
hours, run it until the tem-
perature is noticeably colder.
This flushes lead-containing
water from the pipes.

The water is safe to use
on plants and lawns. The
lead does not harm by go-
ing through skin via bath-
ing — only by drinking large
quantities of water with high
lead levels. Residents cannot
getlead from their neighbors’
pipes.

Boiling the water will not
remove the lead. Samples are
collected on a regular basis.
Results of the water sam-
ples taken at the end of July
and the beginning of August
should be available by the end
of September.

Please call the City of
Granbury at 817-573-7030
with questions.

Supporting us will ensure that

Mission Granbury is always

OPERATION
COOL DOWN

Temperatures are on the rise, and we are getting calls for A/C Units

and Box Fans.

Last year we distributed 53 A/C Units and 51 box fans.

Please consider making a monetary donation to OPERATION
COOL DOWN so we can purchase more A/C Units and Box Fans

to meet the need.

Donations can be made on our website www.missiongranbury.org.
Click on the sun emblem. You can also mail or drop off a check

at our Resource Center located at 3611 Plaza East Court,
Granbury, Texas 76049. ()

Wie

y

MISSION
GRANBURY:

You know there is suffering you don’t see...

missiongranbury.org/Donate

Mission Granbury, a 501(c)3
nonprofit, provides community
services in Hood County.

Mission Granbury Resource Center 817-579-6866 #HEREtoHELP
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REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

1510

Apartments for Rent

1-bedrooom apt. Furnished, washer
and dryer. No pets. No smoking. $200
weekly, plus deposit. All utilities paid.
Contact Bob King, 817-279-3768, 817-
408-6179.

Furnished apartment for rent. Pro-
fessionally decorated luxury Tus-
can inspired apartment above
D'Vine Wine on the square. Large 1
bedroom with king size bed, full
kitchen, cooktop, oven, microwave,
side-by-side fridge with icemaker.
2 bath (Jack and Jill design), living
dining room, seating area, private
balcony. Completely furnished
with linens, dishware, washer and
dryer. Call 806-239-1770. Shown by
appointment only. Please no pets,
no smoking. Live downtown and
be apart of all the energy and
events that happen in Granbury!

1540

Homes for Rent

Nice clean A-Frame, 2-1, with refriger-
ator, $1,1500/mo, $900 deposit. 817-
578-9906. Leave message.

GLEN ROSE 1-bedroom, 1-bath,
Carport, Storage Shed, Utility
Room, Kitchen Appliances Includ-
ed. $875/mo. 254-396-2658

1550

Mobiles for Rent

Small 2-bedroom, appliances, mowing
and trash paid. NO PETS! $900 plus de-
posit. 817-613-1465.

2-2-1 garage w workspace in WHH.
Total Updated, lake access, HOA
pool, $1,550/mo, $1,550 deposit,
no pets. Call or text 817-894-0934.

3-2, 1417 Meander Rd behind HEB
area, stone wrapped skirting. $1,200/
mo, $500 deposit. 817-919-4487.

1560

Rooms for Rent

Furnished room for rent with TV & wifi.
All bills paid. Use of kitchen & w/d.
Must be employed or retired & have
own vehicle. $500/mo. $100 dep. Avail
9/1/2024.817-736-6511.

I VEHICLES

2060

Motorcycles

=,

%

2001 SUZUKIINTRUDER 1500
Custom Paint job. Custom pipes.
13,000 actual miles. $8,000.
817-279-8108 or 817-776-3090

Slabs, Driveways, Patios, Rock Work,
Walls. 817-896-9805.
Quality Work. Free Estimates.

HARVEY PATTERSON CONCRETE
Bonded-References (817) 219-7483

& Land Maintenance
Bobcat work, Land clearing, Brush Hog
mowing, Tree work, Excavating, Grav-
el driveways, Trench digging, Demo
and haul-off. Free estimates. Call Keith
817-559-0100

DOUG STULTS

CONCRETE
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

Concrete*Driveways*Patios*Sidewalk-
s*Bob cat work*Top Soil*Sod Laying
and installation CALL JOSE - 817-538-
6297

5090

Cleaning Services

ELENA'S CLEANING SERVICE
We will clean your house exactly as
you wish. We are available
when you need us. (682)330-3419

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training

and more. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial
(817) 579-8450

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks
Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-|ZZ Enterprizes, LLC

NO JOBS TOO SMALL!
(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.
Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

5170

Fencing

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION
Since 1970.
Quality cedar fences.
Redwood patio pergolas.
Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115
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CONSTRUCTION WERKS
New construction, remodel,
carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial.
Residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

REPAIR RANGERS
Your go 2 handyman.
No job too big or too small.
(817)905-0983

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
AND REMODELING
30 years experience. Free Esti-
mates. No Job Too Large or Small!
Call 817-566-4785

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair
Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939
Dependable, Affordable Choice!

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

Concrete work, also box blading
driveways, flowerbed cleanup, tree
work, custom tilling. Brush hogging

available. Free estimates.
Senior discount. 817-793-2245

TRUJILLODS

SPEEDY LAWN CARE
o, ——

¥ : O Lawn Mowing & Edging

é: : Tree Trimming & Removal

. 817-859-51$2

also clean
and level lots

FATHER & SON

Trim * Removal
Senior Discount
817-296-2880

JOSE LAWN CARE
mowing, tree removal limbs, weed-
ing. Also, clean-up, painting con-
crete & trim carpenter. Free est.
Jose (817) 538-6297

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCK WORK
*Sidewalks *Retaining Walls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces
No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

ANYTHING WITH STONE
*Retaining Walls *Patios
*Houses *Repairs *Flower Beds
*Planting *Bobcat Work
*Tornado Shelters
*¥20+ years *Senior Discount
Insured (817) 919-4487

5260

Moving/Hauling

DEVIN'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
SUMMER SPECIAL 15% OFF
*Remodeling *Painting *Tile
*Granite *Kitchen & Bath
*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock
*Power Washing
*Sheet Rock Repair
*Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE
817-629-9608

REMODELING PROS! Painting, dry wall,
tile work, electrical, replace fixtures in-
side and out. Call me the Local Handy-
man Service/Contractor. We do it all.
Stone & Family Construction. Free esti-
mates on pre bids. (682)260-2148

5210

Home Services

MDDM DESIGN & MANAGEMENT
GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.
Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK
Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.

We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

SPORTS &
RECREATION

Hunting/Fishing

ATTENTION DOVE HUNTERS
Hunt my 100 acres. Haskell, TX. $50 a
day a dove. Up to 10 guns. For
scheduling and payment, call Tommy
817-243-4693.  Alternate  number,
Daniel, 254-592-4934.

6070

RV's/Travel Trailers

2015 Road Warrior 5th wheel toy
hauler. Onboard gen & gas station, full
-size frig, wash & dryer, 1 1/2 BA, 2
decks, 4 TVs, king bed, sleeps 8, new
tires. $55,000 OBO. (817) 821-8996

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

6635

Pocket Stuffers

KENMORE WASHER AND DRYER
Kenmore washer and dryer, $100 for
pair. Good condition. 817-781-2311.

LIVESTOCK
& PETS

8030

Pets

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway,
Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

To o8
ey

JULIE'S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount
(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,
please contact
Hood County Animal Control,
1550 Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.
817-573-4277

hicle fluids, replace filters, light bulbs,
and wiper blades and service writer.
Our shop is consistently voted Best of
Hood County. Come join our team.
Apply in person 3501 East Hwy 377.

First Baptist Church Thorp Spring
seeks PT Ministry Assistant. Basic
knowledge of computer required. Of-
fice hours are 4 hrs/day, 3 days a week
at $15/hr. Knowledge of "Realm" ac-
counting software a plus but not re-
quired. This person will be responsible
for accounting and record keeping.
Descretion and good character are re-
quired. Must pass a background check.
Inquire: fochurch@thorpspring.com or
(817)573-5339 leave message.

ATTENTION B

HERITAGE CLEANERS
is now hiring pressers and front
counter. Must apply in person. Her-
itage Cleaners esta ahora plan-
chadoras. 600 S. Morgan St.
817-579-9274

Granbury ISD is currently looking for a
General Maintenance worker to join
our outstanding Maintenance team.
Only responsible and qualified candi-
dates need apply. Criminal back-
ground checks and fingerprinting will
be required. Competitive wages and
excellent benefits, including health in-
surance and retirement. Apply online
at  https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Granbury ISD is currently looking for
an HVAC Assistant to join our out-
standing Maintenance team. Only re-
sponsible and qualified candidates
need apply. Criminal background
checks and fingerprinting will be re-
quired. Competitive wages and excel-
lent benefits, including health insur-
ance and retirement. Apply online at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Hood Comntrg

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,
Landscapers,
Plumbers,
Electritians,

Mechanics,
Carpenters,
Painters,
and more in the

CLASSIFIEDS

WWW.hcnews.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE ————— g —
/7 Hood County, Texas will begin an on- ——— - e W — -—
granﬁwry g{eIgﬁtS .Apafrtments line auction for the sale of a 2014 ? i -=_1=1‘-=1.‘ - /’_"{ = A -""
1705 W. PEARL - GRANBURY, TX 76048 Chevrolet Tahoe, 2017 Chevrolet Sil-
FAMILY & SINGLE UNITS ;85a6d$$rn1a9hga9FZS1a-tsu|{/rl]C 3\6\827 IX\; o TexSCAN Week of HOME IMPROVEMENT
do PC, 1998 Dodge Durango, 2005 Aug. 25-31, 2024 Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath

TDD/TTY - Hearing Impaired
1705 W. Pearl St.

NOW HIRING

Full-Time Maintenance Technician|*11.50nr

.......................... 817-573-9803
817-573-0411

&

“This institution is an equal opportunily provider, and employer.”

8540

Medical/Dental

LAKESHORE EAR, NOSE AND THROAT
is seeking RECEPTIONIST/BENEFIT CO-
ORDINATOR, competitive pay, great
benefits, Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, no week-
ends. Pleasant, good computer skills
and must be able to multi task. Please
fax resume to 817-573-9783 or call
817-279-2145 for more information

8570

Sales

BUSINESS SERVICES - OTHER - OP-
PORTUNITY Opportunity in direct
sales associate position flexible in-
come earning position. No start-up
fee you'll get the tools, training
and experience-based knowledge
to help you build a successful busi-
ness. Replicated website provided.
817-559-3103

I NOTICES

9031

Public Notices

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CAUSE NO. C-2023463

CHEYENNE NICOLE GALINDO,
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS NEXT

FRIEND OF EG. AND H.G., MINORS
VS

NOAH SHAWN DYKES AND

JACKIE LYNN DYKES

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
355TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

SUMMARY

On November 02, 2022, Plaintiff's
Cheyenne Nicole Galindo and her mi-
nor children, E.G. and H.G., were trav-
eling Northbound in the 1100 block of
South Morgan Street. Defendant,
Noah Shawn Dykes, while attempting
to make a left turn on to a parking lot,
failed to yield the right of way, and
struck the Plaintiffs' vehicle. Defen-
dant, Noah Shawn Dykes was operat-
ing a vehicle owned by Defendant,
Jackie Lynn Dykes.

Small Taxing Unit Notice
The City of Lipan will hold a meeting
at 6:00 PM on September 9, 2024 at
City Hall 105 E. Lipan Dr. Lipan, Tx to
consider adopting a proposed tax rate
for tax year 2024. The proposed tax
rate is $0.224914 per $100 of value.

The proposed tax rate would in-
crease total taxes in City of Lipan by
4.05%.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find
a link to your local property tax
database on which you can easily ac-
cess information regarding your prop-
erty taxes, including information
about proposed tax rates and sched-
uled public hearings of each entity
that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified
the manner in which the voter-ap-
proval tax rate is calculated to limit
the rate of growth of property taxes in
the state.

LEGALAD
Hood County Purchasing Agent's of-
fice will receive sealed proposals at
1402 W Pearl St, Ste 1, Granbury, TX
76048, until 10:00 am, September 18,
2024. Proposals will be opened in a
public meeting at that time and place.
Request for Proposal
Independent Audit Services
RFP2024-05

Proposals may be submitted through
Hood County’s page on the BonFire
website at http://co-hood-
tx.bonfirehub.com. It is free to register
and to bid. Proposal documents may
also be obtained at the Purchasing
Agent’s Office located at 1402 W Pearl
St, Ste 1, Granbury, TX 76048, or
through the Hood County Purchasing
website
https://hoodcounty.texas.gov/bids

Hood County reserves the right to
award by "best value" and to waive
formalities for the best interest of
Hood County. Hood County reserves
the right to reject any and all bids. All
invoices shall be paid at the regular
semi-monthly meeting of the Hood
County Commissioner’s Court.

For additional Information, contact
Hood County Purchasing Agent at 817
-408-3440.

LEGALAD
Hood County Commissioners’ Court
has received an application to consid-
er a revision of the plat for:

STROUD CREEK ESTATES, SEC 4, Lots
15R, 16R1 & 16R2

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the appli-
cation and to hear any protest to the
revision on Tuesday, September 24th,
2024, at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury
Room of the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Jus-
tice Center, 1200 West Pearl Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

9031

Public Notices

Granbury Independent School District
is soliciting proposals for a Category A
5 Gang Reconditioned Reel Lawn
Mower.

The specifications are available on-
line on https://granbury.ionwave.net.
Proposals will be accepted until clos-
ing on September 9th, at 2pm.

Al questions regarding the bid
should be asked inside the bidding
system.

If you have trouble connecting to
ionwave please contact purchasing of-
fice at 817-408-4087 or
Bradee.Drake@granburyisd.org

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
TRC109& 114
CAUSE NO. C2024183
JIMMY R. MATLOCK AND PAMELA J.
MATLOCK
VS.
THE HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF JIMMY
MOSS AND WAYNE MOSS AND ALL
PERSONS CLAIMING ANY TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN LAND UNDER DEED
HERETOFORE GIVEN TO JIMMY MOSS
AND WAYNE MOSS, AS GRANTEES IN
THE 355TH DISTRICT COURT OF HOOD
COUNTY, TEXAS
TO: THE HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF JIM-
MY MOSS AND WAYNE MOSS AND ALL
PERSONS CLAIMING ANY TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN LAND UNDER DEED
HERETOFORE GIVEN TO JIMMY MOSS
AND WAYNE MOSS, AS GRANTEES
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: "You have
been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. You are hereby commanded to
appear and defend such suit on the
first Monday after the expiration of
twenty (20) days from the date of the
issuance hereof. If you or your attor-
ney do not file a written answer with
the clerk who issued this citation, a
judgement may be taken against you.
In addition to filing a written answer
with the clerk, you may be required to
make initial disclosures to the other
parties of this suit. These disclosures
generally must be made no later than
30 days after you file your answer.
Find out more at TexasLawHelp.org."
You are hereby notified that suit has
been brought by JIMMY R. MATLOCK
AND PAMELA J. MATLOCK as Plaintiffs,
against the above named person(s) as
Defendant(s), by Plaintiffs Original Pe-
tition filed on the 19th day of July.
2024, in a certain suit styled:
JIMMY R. MATLOCK AND PAMELA J.
MATLOCK VS. THE HEIRS AND DE-
VISEES OF JIMMY MOSS AND WAYNE
MOSS AND ALL PERSONS CLAIMING
ANY TITLE OR INTEREST IN LAND UN-
DER DEED HERETOFORE GIVEN TO JIM-
MY MOSS AND WAYNE MOSS, AS
GRANTEES.
A suit is now pending in the 355th Ju-
dicial District Court of Hood County,
Texas. The cause number is:C2024183.
A brief statement of the nature of this
suit is as follows, to wit:
Plaintiff JIMMY R. MATLOCK AND
PAMELA J. MATLOCK, by and through
its attorney of record, IVAN ESCOBAR
of PADFIELD & STOUT, LLP, 100
THROCKMORTON ST., STE. 700, FORT
WORTH, TX 76102 brought suit under
Cause No. C2024183 in the 355th Dis-
trict Court of Hood County, Texas, for
PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL PETITION on
the following described real property
of which Defendants, THE HEIRS AND
DEVISEES OF JIMMY MOSS AND
WAYNE MOSS AND ALL PERSONS
CLAIMING ANY TITLE OR INTEREST IN
LAND UNDER DEED HERETOFORE GIV-
EN TO JIMMY MOSS AND WAYNE
MOSS, AS GRANTEES, are potential
parties of interest:
Lot 61, in Indian Harbor Subdivision,
Phase V, a subdivision in Hood County,
Texas, according to Plat thereof
recorded in Volume 1, Page 81, Plat
Records of Hood County, Texas. Lot 61
is located at the address commonly
known as 4300 San Mateo Court,
Granbury, Texas 76048.
Lot 60, in Indian Harbor Subdivision,
Phase V, a subdivision in Hood County,
Texas, according to Plat thereof
recorded in Volume 1, Page 81 (A-44-
B), Plat Records of Hood County,
Texas. Lot 60 is directly adjacent to Lot
61, and is also located at the address
commonly known as 4300 San Mateo
Court, Granbury, Texas 76048
Issued and given under my hand and
the seal of said Court, at office in
Granbury, Texas, this the 2ND day of
AUGUST 2024.
WITNESS: ROBERTA ZAMARRON
CLERK OF THE 355TH DISTRICT
COURT OF HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS
BY Saraha A. Roach
Deputy

Cadillac CTS, 2007 GMC Sierra, 2005
Toyota Sequoia, 2005 Volvo XC90,
1999 Dodge Durango, 2020 Nissan Al-
tima, 1992 Ford F150, 2010 Kia Opti-
ma, 2012 Toyota Tacoma, 2009
Chrysler Aspen,2021 Kawasaki, 2007
GMC Yukon, 2000 GMC 3500, 2014
Chrysler 200, 2008 Dodge Caliber SE,
2001 Ford Focus, 2005 Ford Excursion,
2012 Ford, 2003 Mont Traveler Trailer,
2013 Dodge Avenger, Boat Caresma
that have been declared surplus prop-
erty of Hood County. Hood County on-
line auction is with Rene Bates Auc-
tioneer Inc. and will begin September
16, 2024 and run until September 30,
2024. Interested bidders can access
the auction at www.renebates.com.
Questions concerning this online auc-
tion should be directed to Hood Coun-
ty Purchasing Department 817-408-
3440.

Granbury Independent School District
is soliciting Request for Quote for Sev-
en buses (77 Passenger Students Bus-
es).

The specifications are available on-
line on https://granbury.ionwave.net.
Competitive Quotes will be accepted
until closing on September 9th, at
2pm.

Al questions regarding the bid
should be submitted online.

If you have trouble connecting to
ionwave please contact purchasing of-
fice at 817-408-4087 or
Bradee.Drake@granburyisd.org

A public hearing will be held by the
Granbury City Council at 6:00 p.m. on
Tuesday September 17, 2024 at
Granbury City Hall, 116 W. Bridge St.,
Granbury, TX 76048, to discuss and
consider action to extend a moratori-
um, enacted on December 14, 2020
and extended on April 6, 2021, Octo-
ber 4, 2021, September 20, 2022, and
October 3, 2023 staying the accep-
tance and processing of all plats and
respective building permits in the
eastern city limits and extra territorial
jurisdiction, and to receive input from
citizens regarding the extension of
said moratorium as authorized by law
and noticed pursuant to Texas Local
Government Code 212.

A public hearing will be held by the
Granbury City Council at 6:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 17, 2024 at
Granbury City Hall, 116 W. Bridge St.,
Granbury, TX 76048, to discuss and
consider action to extend a moratori-
um, enacted on October 25, 2021 and
extended on February 15, 2022,
September 20, 2022, and October 3,
2023 staying the acceptance and pro-
cessing of all plats and respective
building permits in the central and
western city limits and extra territorial
jurisdiction, and to receive input from
citizens regarding the extension of
said moratorium as authorized by law
and noticed pursuant to Texas Local
Government Code 212.

Granbury Independent School District
is soliciting Request for Quote 2024-15
for 500 Chromebooks.

The specifications are available on-
line on https://granbury.ionwave.net.
Competitive Quotes will be accepted
until closing on September 9th, at
2pm.

All  questions regarding the bid
should be submitted online.

If you have trouble connecting to
jonwave please contact purchasing of-
fice at 817-408-4087 or
Bradee.Drake@granburyisd.org

I PUBLIC SALES

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE Rummage

Room Open Tues & Thurs, 8am-2pm,

First Sat. of the month 9am-1pm 306
Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

New Beginnings
Resale Shoppe & Boutique

MISSION
GRANBURY¢#

817-964-3445
1204 Water’s Edge Dr.,
(Across from the Movie Theatre)
#heretohelp
Shop: Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5pm
Sat. 10am - 4pm
Donate: Wed.-Sat. 10am-3pm

3910 Country Ln- Fri & Sat, 8/30 & 8/
31, 8am-12pm. Picture frames, games,
home decor, Nascar memorabilia &
Hot Wheels.

Subscribe Today!
817-573-7066

@

lood Couny: ey

Governments are required to publish their
decisions in the newspaper - including their
intent to build a structure nearby that you
might not want. But some officials want

to bury public notices on little seen, rarely
visited government websites.

RIS e e O

If it is not in the newspaper,

(0TICES

how will you know?

AUCTION

Three Development Site in Austin, TX, minutes from
UT Austinand downtown. Bankruptcy sale. Bid deadline
Oct. 7. 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debtand fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
wwwi.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash - | Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! | PAY CAS$H. No Title - No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

200 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. \We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

It only takes one.

When you have a job vacancy to fill, you have
only one thing in mind - find the one perfect fit.

= % Apply
akes [

With just one call to the
Hood County News
Classifieds, you'll get so
much more than just print.

You benefit from the

Hood County News
Classifieds experience as
the number one local
classifieds directory,

PLUS your advertisement
will be placed in front of
online job seekers at
classifieds.hcnews.com.

So why waste any more
time? Contact the

Hood County News
Classifieds, and one of our
professional consultants will
complete the equation.

One call.
One price.
One great resullt.

Phone: 811-573-71066 Email: classads@hcnews.com

Place your ad online: placeanad.hcnews.com
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Wanda Janette Ragle

July 18, 1942 - August 17, 2024

Wanda Janette "Janette"
Ragle, of Granbury, Texas,
went to be with her Heav-
enly Father on Aug. 17,
2024. Janette is survived
by her son, Dale Ragle;
daughter-in-law, Ann
Gardea Ragle; daughter,
Janice McMoran; grandson,
Alex McMoran; great-
granddaughter, Anastasia
McMoran-King; "second
daughter" Marla Collins
Mayo; cousins Joe Sitton,
Nancy Bevers, Marcia
Swan, and Wayne Baggett;
and numerous nieces,
nephews, in-laws, and
friends. She was prede-
ceased by her loving hus-
band of 66 years, Theron
Martin Ragle; parents,
Nathan Benjamin Harrison
and Ruth Marie Harrison;
sister, Margaret Ella Harri-
son; brother Dwaine Harri-
son; and brother-in-law,
Kenneth Harrison.

Janette was born on July
18, 1942, and raised near
Perrin, Texas, in Jack
County. She grew up on a
farm and understood the
meaning of hard work,
persistence, practicality,
and dedication. After mar-
rying her beloved Theron
in 1957 at the age of 15,
soon thereafter she and
Theron started a family
and welcomed son, Dale,
and daughter, Janice.
Janette was a kind and de-
voted mother to her chil-
dren and didn't begin her
work career until both of
her children had started
attending school. In 1968,
she began working for Na-
tional Farm Life Insurance
Company in Fort Worth.
After later moving to
Granbury in 1972, she be-
gan a career in medical
billing at Hood General
Hospital, later known as
Lake Granbury Medical
Center. She worked there
until her retirement in
1992 so she could be a
"full time Nana" to her re-
cently born grandson,
Alex.

Janette enjoyed boating
and water skiing and was
an avid volleyball player
back in the day. Her and
Theron's love of water
sports led them to move to
Granbury in 1972, where
they enjoyed life on the
lake. She also loved to
travel with her family on
vacations, which were usu-
ally camping trips across
the country.

Janette was always ac-
tive in her community.
When her children were
young, she was active in
the Blue Mound Elemen-
tary School PTA and
served as president. She
founded the Indian Harbor
Ladies Club and served as
its first president. She also
served as secretary on the
first board of directors of
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@HCNEWS

the Indian Harbor Home-
owners Association.
Throughout the years she
served multiple terms on
the board of the Indian
Harbor Homeowners Asso-
ciation up through 2017.
She was also active and
served on the Indian Har-
bor Architectural Commit-
tee for several years.

Janette never met a
stranger, was extremely
friendly, and had a very
kind heart. She developed
a rich network of friends
during her life and was al-
ways willing to lend a
helping hand to anyone in
need. If you were a friend
of Janette's and you were
in the hospital, you could
count on an almost daily
Visit.

Janette and Theron's
love of camping and travel
led them to all 50 states,
with their later years spent
taking several cruises with
family and friends. They
enjoyed attending what
they called hootenannies,
playing domino games
with family and friends,
and spending time with
their family. Janette was
always very witty and
loved to play practical
jokes on her friends. She
was a very down-to-earth,
strong-willed woman, and
was articulate in voicing
her opinions, which were
frequently peppered with
humor.

Janette was a very de-
voted wife and mother.
She developed Alzheimer's
in her later years and re-
mained in her home under
Theron's care and the help
of other family members
until June 2023, when she
became a resident at
Bridgewater Memory Care.

Janette will be deeply
missed by all who knew
and loved her.

Visitation was from 6 to
8 p.m. Friday, Aug. 23,
2024, and funeral services
were held at 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 24, 2024, both at
Wiley Funeral Home,
Granbury, Texas, with
burial following at Clark
Cemetery in Parker Coun-
ty.
In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to the
Alzheimer's Association in
her name.

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

817-573-1154

Kathy Mae O'Dell

December 3, 1950 - August 25, 2024

Kathy Mae O'Dell, our
loving Mom and Nanny,
entered into the gates of
Heaven on Sunday, Aug.
25, 2024.

A graveside committal
service for Kathy was held
at 11 a.m. on Thursday,
Aug. 29, 2024, at Holly
Hills Memorial Park, 1900
FM 51, in Granbury.

Kathy was born to James
and Lillie Wisdom on Dec.
3, 1950 in Fort Worth,
Texas. Throughout her life,
she lived in many cities
and states, but called
Granbury, Texas, her home
for most of her life. She
married her late husband
Roy O'Dell in 1986. Kathy
found her passion in
healthcare and worked
most of her life as a CNA
in nursing homes. Upon
completion of that endeav-
or, she worked at Walmart
as a retail associate for
over 20 years. Most days,
you could find Kathy at
the bowling alley. She was
a very talented bowler and
was a member of a local
bowling league for many
years. She also had a love
for clogging and was a
member of the Granbury
Cloggers. She had a huge
love for animals and raised
many sweet dogs, cats,
and even raccoons over
the years. Most of all,
Kathy loved her family.
She found joy in the pres-
ence of her siblings, chil-
dren, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and nieces
and nephews. She fought
hard against cancer three
separate times, and she
won! Her bravery, deter-
mination, and strength
was unmatched. Kathy
knew the Lord as her per-
sonal Savior and she loved
Jesus with all her heart!
Her absence is very appar-
ent to those that loved her.
She will be so dearly
missed, but her family and

friends find comfort in
knowing that she is in the
presence of her Savior and
reunited with the love of
her life once again.

She is preceded in death
by her husband, Roy
O'Dell; parents James and
Lillie Wisdom; and broth-
ers Bill, Homer, Julian, and
James ]Jr.

Kathy is survived by her
son, Lawrence Autrey and
wife Londa; daughter,
Tanya Swaim and husband
Eric; son, Scotty O'Dell; sis-
ter, Rose Peer; brother,
Luke Wisdom, grandchil-
dren, Bobby Gomez, Kim-
berly & Jacob Reeves, Ash-
ley Autrey, Troy & Victoria
Autrey, Blake & Dolly
Autrey, Patience Swaim,
Alex & Julie Harlin, Preston
Locke, Raelyn O'Dell, and
Aaleyha O'Dell; great-
grandchildren, Vaden,
Bryson, Autumn, Tristan,
Myla, Katie, Carter, Carson,
CJ, Kelsey, Skylar, Colt,
Maddison, Malakai, Hailey,
Messiah, Hillamen, Joseph,
and one on the way; and
many nieces, nephews, and
cousins.

Kathy's family wishes to
thank Dr. Ruxer and staff
with Texas Oncology, Dr.
Jennifer Smith and staff at
Lake Granbury Medical
Center, and her hospice
team at Interim Hospice
for the loving care she re-
ceived.

PLEASE SEE OBITS | A12

Charles Allen Bulloch

June 1, 1937 - August 17, 2024

Charles Allen "Al" Bul-
loch, born in Terrell, Texas
on June 1, 1937 to George
Pickney Bulloch and Annie
Mae Bulloch, passed away
on Aug. 17, 2024, in McK-
inney, Texas. Allen moved
to Dallas, Texas in 1956
where he met and married
the love of his life, Mary
Texanna (Cooper) Bulloch
on June 8, 1958. After
serving as an MP in the
United States Army, the
couple moved to Universi-
ty Park in 1960 where
Allen would serve for 20
years and retire from the
University Park Police De-
partment. He was a proud
member of the Hillcrest
Masonic Lodge, U.S. Army
Veteran, youth soccer and
football coach, and active
caretaker of his communi-
ty.
Allen relocated to
Granbury, Texas in 1981
where he would continue
his service as assistant po-
lice chief and retire from
the Granbury Police De-
partment with another 16
years of service. During
his tenure, "Al" as he be-
came to be known, volun-
teered and served in many
capacities including
Granbury ISD resource of-
ficer, DARE officer, and se-
curity at many local busi-
nesses. After retirement,
he was elected and served
as Hood County Commis-
sioner of Precinct 4.

Allen is survived by his
two sons Mark Bulloch and

David Bulloch, nine grand-
children, and five great-
grandchildren. His legacy
of service to country and
community continues
throughout our family and
generations. He is preced-
ed in death by his wife,
Mary Texanna Bulloch who
passed April 4, 1977 and
whose faith shown bright
and strong enough to lead
Allen and the next genera-
tions to the love of our
Lord. It is in that faith that
we know that they are to-
gether again and at peace
by His side.

A graveside service will
be held on Saturday, Sept.
21,2024 at 11 a.m. at
Sparkman-Hillcrest Memo-
rial Park located at 7405
West Northwest Highway,
Dallas, TX 75225.

A graveside service will
be held from 11 a.m. to
noon on Sept. 21, 2024 at
Sparkman-Hillcrest Ceme-
tery, 7405 West Northwest
Highway Dallas, Texas
75225.

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY

Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.hcnews.com.
Advance payment is required and you may do so online when
placing the obituary. Obituaries should come from the fu-
neral home. Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified
with the facility handling the body or the church where service
will be held. You must provide the contact info for verification
when submitting the obituary. The Hood County News dead-
line for obituaries is 10 a.m. Wednesday for the Saturday paper.
Deadlines are subject to change during holidays.

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS
AND MONUMENTS,
CEMETERY PLOTS,

CREMATION GARDENS,

MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and
we'll help you plan ahead
& save.

(817) 279 - 7270
1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX

WILEY
FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATION
SERVICES

“ Family owned
and operated”

GRANBURY
817-573-3000

What can insurance

TY ANDREW
Edward Jones
Financial Adviser

It’s probably not on your
calendar, but September is
Life Insurance Awareness
Month. And it’s indeed a
pretty good idea to be aware
of what life insurance can do
for you.

Life insurance can help
you in two main ways. First,
life insurance policies offer
a death benefit that can as-
sist your family if you’re no
longer around. And second,
some types of life insurance
offer the chance to build
cash value, which can work
for you during your lifetime.

Let’s look at the death ben-
efit first. If something were

to happen to
you, your life
insurance pro-
ceeds could
help your fami-
ly meet at least
three major
needs:

B Paying a
mortgage - The biggest ex-
pense many families face is
their monthly mortgage. If
you weren’t around, could
your family continue paying
the mortgage? Or would they
have to move? With a suf-
ficient life insurance death
benefit, they could remain
in their home, meeting the
monthly mortgage pay-
ments, or perhaps pay off
the loan entirely (although
this might not be in their

Ty Andrew

best financial interest).

m Paying for education -
If you have young children,
you may already be saving
for their college education
— because you know college
is expensive. Without your
income, would college, or
some other form of post-sec-
ondary education or train-
ing, still be realistic? Again,
the proceeds from an insur-
ance policy could make the
difference.

B Paying off debts - You
might have a car loan, credit
card debt or other financial
obligations. If your surviv-
ing spouse is a joint account
holder for these debts, they
could still be liable for pay-
ing them off. But insurance
proceeds could be used to
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0 for you?

retire the debts immediately,
or over time.

All life insurance policies
offer a death benefit. But
permanent insurance, unlike
term insurance, also offers
the chance to build cash val-
ue — which can be a valuable
supplement to your IRA and
401(k) or other retirement
accounts.

A cash value policy such as
whole life also can provide
flexibility for changing finan-
cial needs or emergencies
in retirement. And here’s
another key advantage:
Because this type of policy
provides fixed, guaranteed
returns, it is not dependent
on the performance of the
financial markets and is thus
insulated from the market

downturns that can happen
while you're retired. So, tak-
ing money from the cash val-
ue of your whole life policy
may help you avoid selling
investments that have tem-
porarily declined in value.
Keep in mind, though, that
the premiums for a cash
value policy will generally
be substantially higher than
those for term insurance.
That’s why some people
choose to “buy term and in-
vest the difference” rather
than purchase a permanent
life policy with cash value.
Whether this strategy is right
for you depends on a few dif-
ferent factors, perhaps the
most important of which is
your ability and willingness
to consistently invest the

money you would have oth-
erwise placed in a cash value
policy.

In any case, should you
choose cash value insurance,
you generally have three
ways to get at the money:
withdrawals, loans or sur-
render of the policy. You'll
want to weigh all the factors
involved — including taxes
and the effect on the policy’s
death benefit — when de-
ciding on how to access the
cash value.

Life Insurance
Awareness Month ends on
Sept. 30. But your need for
life insurance, and the poten-
tial benefits it provides, can
last a lifetime.
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EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Do you or someone
you know have a problem
with alcohol? Meetings daily
at10a.m., noonand 7 p.m. at
1205 Lipan Highway, Gran-
bury.

ACTON 12-STEP Group.
Meeting daily at 7 p.m. 3609
Acton Highway (behind Mad-
ison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Al-
coholics Anonymous. Closed
discussion for women only.
Meets every Saturday at 10
a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For
more information call 317-
772-8124

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Lifeisa
grief support group for those
who have lost a loved one
through death. This includes
the loss of a spouse, child,
parent, sibling or close friend.
For the past 26 years, this
group has helped people
work through their grief pro-
cess. If you, or someone you
know, is suffering from the
loss of aloved one, come or
bring them to our next ses-
sion that began March 19,
2023. We are Christian based,
nondenominational, and wel-

come all who are suffering.
We meet 3-5 p.m. on Sundays
in the parish hall of St. Frances
Cabrini Catholic Church. For
more information, call Ben
Bradley at 575-706-5703 or
Sherry Bingham at 817-657-
0822.

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON
group meets every Monday
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian
Church, fellowship hall, west
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St.

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m.
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for
people with Parkinson'’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church,
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377
(next door to Tractor Supply).

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK
seminar. Next session begins
Sept. 10, 6:30-8 p.m. Present-
ed by StoneWater Church,
Granbury, this programis a
support group designed to
help rebuild lives. Book for
course, $20, “Finding hope
after the loss of aloved one.”
Register: GriefShare.Stone-
WaterChurch.com or call 817-
579-9175. May call anytime
for help.

PEDALING FOR Parkinson'’s

www.hcnews.com

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

hosted by the Hood County
YMCA will befrom 1to 2
p.m.at 1475 James Road. The
programis led by a certified
group fitness instructor and
consists of a pre-and post-fit-
ness evaluation, and 45-min-
ute spin/cycling session. Pro-
gram will last 12 weeks. For
more information call 817-
624-9791 or e-mail communi-
tyhealth@ymcafw.org.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY,
Christ-centered recovery
program. Free dinner 6-6:45
p.m., large group meetings
7-8 p.m., small group meet-
ings 8-9 p.m. Lakeside Baptist
Church, 500 W. Bluebonnet
Drive.817-573-2094. Ques-
tions: Tim White 817-223-
0973 or Becky Pierce 254-
396-5918.

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensi-
bly (TOPS). 8:45-10:45 a.m.
Lakeside Baptist Church,
room 133C, 500 W. Bluebon-
net Drive. Maximum weight
scale: 400 pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY
seminar and support recov-
ery seminar and support
group meets at 10 a.m. at
Interim Hospice, 1314 Paluxy
Drive, Suite 200. Childcare is
not provided. Fee for Grief-
share workbook is $15. De-

tails: 817-573-7474.

RE|[ENGAGE MARRIAGE
Enrichment meets every
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at
StoneWater Church in Gran-
bury. For more information
email to paige.kitchens@
stonewaterchurch.com.

EVERY FRIDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m.
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for
people with Parkinson'’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church,
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377
(next door to Tractor Supply).

CELEBRATE RECOVERY,
Christ-centered recovery
program. 12 step groups
7-8 p.m., “Friday Night Live!
Church” 8:15-9 p.m. Lake-
side Baptist Church, 500 W.
Bluebonnet Drive. 817-573-
2094. Questions: Tim White
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce
254-396-5918.

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER'’S SUPPORT
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRSTTUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church,
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For
caregivers, family members,
friends and anyone in the
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND MONDAY

THE LOCAL Chapter (238) of
the DAV (Disabled American
Veterans) meets at 3601 Fall
Creek Highway, (Good Shep-
herd Anglican Church) on
the second Monday of each
month at 7 p.m.The meeting
purpose is to have camara-
derie with other veterans but
to learn how the VA keeps
its promise to take care of
disabled veterans, men and
women.

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for
anyone grieving a loss in their
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast. Please
join us for conversation and
community, location varies.
Callfor info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449 or Danny Dwight
817-219-9833.

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER'’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church,
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For
caregivers, family members,
friends and anyonein the
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FOURTHTUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone
Terrace, 916 E. U.S. Highway
377.0pen for those with Par-
kinson’s Disease and their
families wanting to under-
stand more about this dis-
ease. Details: 817-999-1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for
anyone grieving a loss in their
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast. Please
join us for conversationand
community. Location varies.
Callfor info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight
817-219-9833.

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to cal-
endar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.

Charles E Patzig

February 1, 1932 - August 19, 2024

Pat Patzig, of Granbury,
Texas, peacefully left this
world on Monday, Aug. 19,
2024. Pat was born on Feb.
1, 1932, in Tulia, Texas, to
Charles I. and Margie E.
Patzig. He grew up in Dal-
las and graduated from
Forest Avenue High School
in 1950. The family attend-
ed Lambuth United
Methodist Church in Oak
Cliff for many years and it
was there that Pat met his
wife of 67 years, LaDell
Rhea. Pat enlisted in the
United States Air Force in
May 1950. Pat and Dell
married on Sept. 22, 1950
then moved to Greenville,
South Carolina where Pat
served in and played base-
ball for the USAF through
November 1952. Pat and
Dell eventually moved
back to Dallas where in
June 1959 Pat began his 23
-year career with the Dal-
las Fire Dept. He retired as
a driver engineer from Sta-
tion 49 in 1982. Following
his retirement, Pat held
several part-time jobs but
spent most of his time en-
joying his favorite hobbies
of fishing and playing golf,
and traveling between Col-
orado and South Texas
with Dell. Pat was preced-
ed in death by his parents,
his older brother, Billy Pat
Patzig and wife Johnnie,
his brother-in-law, Leo
Vavra, all of Dallas, and
his wife LaDell, of
Granbury. Pat is survived
by his children, Jan Smith

and husband Mike of Lin-
dale, Terry Patzig and wife
Janis of Mesquite, and Car-
ol Pendergrass and hus-
band Kent of Granbury. He
is also survived by his sis-
ter, Norma Vavra of
Mesquite, and his brother,
George Patzig and wife Ja-
nis of Georgia, as well as
16 grandchildren, 16 great
-grandchildren, one great-
great-grandson, and many
nieces and nephews. In
lieu of flowers, donations
in Pat's memory would be
greatly appreciated by
Kindful Health at 2002
Sybil Lane Tyler, Texas
75703. The love, kindness,
care, and support they
showed to not only Pat,
but also to the family,
were immeasurable and
made his last few months
of life comfortable and
happy.

A celebration of Pat's
life will be held at Wiley's
Funeral Home 400 E. US
Hwy 377 in Granbury at 10
a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 14.

Elizabeth Ann Davis

February 16, 1943 - August 24, 2024

Elizabeth Ann Davis,
passed on to her heavenly
home Aug. 24, 2024 in
Dallas, Texas, at 81 years
old. She was born to Elmer
and Arlie Franklin on Feb.
16, 1943 in Houston,
Texas. She graduated from
A&M Consolidated High
School in College Station.
She married the love of her
life, Robert (Bob) Davis,
Nov. 18, 1974. They shared
50 wonderful years togeth-
er. She loved spending
time with family and
friends. Her hobbies in-
cluded different crafts, go-
ing on cruises and she
loved to travel. She also re-
ally loved Elvis. She col-
lected lots of Elvis memo-
rabilia over the years.

Elizabeth is preceded in
death by her parents Arlie
and George Diserens (step-
father) and her father
Elmer Franklin, and her
sisters, Jean Keilers and
Nancy.

She is survived by her
husband, Bob; sons, Jeff
Davis and wife Barbara of
College Station, Richard
(Tuff) Davis and fiance
Debbie Matlock; daughters,

DeeAnn Kuhn and hus-
band Mike, of Granbury,
Texas, Genevieve Kutches
of Denver, Colorado; seven
grandchildren; three great-
grandchilden; and sister,
Georgia Mae Stark.

A visitation was held
Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Mart-
in's Funeral Home,
Granbury, Texas.

A graveside service was
held Friday, Aug. 30, 2024
at 11 a.m. at Holly Hills
Memorial Park, Granbury,
Texas.

Arrangements under the
care of Martin's Funeral
Home.

Michael Lisenbee
July 2, 1941 - August 21, 2024

Michael "Mike" Lisenbee,
a devoted husband, father,
and faithful servant of the
Lord, passed away peace-
fully at his home in
Granbury, Texas, on Aug.
21, 2024. Surrounded by
the love and comfort of his
home in Granbury, Texas,
Mike left this world as he
lived it—steadfast, faith-
ful, and deeply loved.

Born in Wichita Falls,
Texas, to R.P. and Vada
Mae Lisenbee, Mike's life
was marked by his stead-
fast commitment to faith
and family. After graduat-
ing from Eastland High
School, he continued his
education at the University
of Texas at Dallas. For 31
years, Mike served his
community as a pole line
engineer with Dallas Light
and Power, now known as
Oncor, where his work en-
sured the safety and relia-
bility of power to count-
less homes and business-
es.

On July 20, 1974, Mike
married the love of his life,
Catherine Jean Yeager, in
Dallas, Texas. Together,
they built a family rooted
in love, respect, and faith,
raising six children. Mike
dedicated himself to being
a loving father, instilling in
his children the virtues of
hard work, kindness, and
faith.

A faithful servant of
Christ, Mike was an active
member of Lakeside Bap-
tist Church in Granbury,
Texas. His relationship
with God was the corner-
stone of his life, providing
him with the strength and
wisdom to navigate life's
challenges with grace and
humility. A man of the
outdoors, Mike found joy
in the simple pleasures of
hunting, fishing, and
spending time in nature.
These hobbies allowed him
to connect with the beauty
of God's creation, and he
often spoke of feeling
God's presence most
strongly in the quiet mo-
ments spent in the wilder-

ness.

Mike is preceded in
death by his siblings,
Melinda Kay Duncan and
Anthony "Tony" Lisenbee,
as well as his cherished
daughter Cynthia "Cindy"
Ann Rowland. Mike is sur-
vived by his wife Cather-
ine; brother Timothy "Tim"
and wife Kathy Lisenbee of
Jayton; children Susan Kay
Lewis and husband Scott
of Weatherford, Texas;
Kenneth Lisenbee of Mar-
ble Falls, Texas; Cameron
Lisenbee and wife Laura
Lisenbee of Kaufman; Julie
and husband Mike Tijerina
of Kaufman; Melanie and
husband Dennis Bailey of
Crandall; and 12 grand-
children and several great-
grandkids who will carry
forward his legacy of faith,
strength, and love.

Mike's life was a testa-
ment to the power of faith
and the importance of
family.

As we mourn his pass-
ing, we also celebrate the
remarkable life he lived
and the eternal peace he
has now found in the arms
of his Savior.

A celebration of Mike's
life will be held from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m., on Satur-
day, Aug. 31, 2024, at
Mike's home, 1901 W.
Emerald Bend Ct., in
Granbury. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests
donations be made to
Lakeside Baptist Church
Loaves & Fishes fund and/
or the American Diabetes
Association.
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Kathy Baker

March 9, 1933 - June 20, 2024

Referred to affectionate-
ly as KB by her husband of
44 years, Kathy Baker
passed away at home on
June 20, 2024. Kathleen
Blanche Allison was born
in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania
on March 9, 1933 to Win-
field Loren Allison and his
wife, Katherine Papetti Al-
lison. For the past 19 years
she resided in Granbury,
Texas.

She is preceded in death
by her husband, James
Wallace Baker, her sister,
Patricia Ann Hunter, and
her eldest daughter, Mary
Kathleen Aikens.

Her happiness came
from watching the hun-
dreds of wild birds who
fed every morning in front
of a huge picture window.
A constant joy was a pic-
ture frame slide show with
thousands of pictures of
her children, grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren
and friends. Along with
her sister, Pat, she had a
love of music having
played piano in her child-
hood and throughout her
life.

She took delight in all of
God's creatures, great and
small.

She is survived by her
beloved German Shepard,
Gilda, her three children,
Patricia Anne Trepte, Lee
Allison Woods, and James

Joan D.

Patton Baker, eleven
grandchildren, eleven
great-grandchildren and
two great-great-grandchil-
dren.

For virtually her entire
adult life she was commit-
ted to and involved with
Alcoholics Anonymous
sharing a profound belief
that both sinners and
saints can uphold one an-
other in their daily chal-
lenges. She left a trail of
friendships and relation-
ships across her years that
impacted many.

She was loved by and
will be missed by all.

A Celebration of Life will
be held on Saturday, Sept.
7 at Hilton Garden Inn,
Granbury, Texas Board-
walk Conference Center
635 E. Pearl St, Granbury,
Texas from 11 a.m. to 2
p-m. Come and go as you
please. Casual attire.

Tucker

January 19, 1934 - August 6, 2024

Joan Ruth (David) Tuck-
er, aged 90, passed away
peacefully on Aug. 6, 2024.
Born to Otto and Theresa
David, Joan was the oldest
of four sisters. She was
preceded in death by her
beloved sisters, Norma
Thaemert and Paula Yeary,
and is survived by her sis-
ter, Susan Smidt.

Joan was a devoted
mother to her two daugh-
ters, Barbara and Connie,
married to Greg, and a lov-
ing stepmother to Tracy
Tucker (deceased), who
was married to Desiree,
and Scott Tucker, who is
married to Cindy. She was
also a cherished grand-
mother to six grandchil-
dren: Brianne, Shalene,
Crysta, Britton, Kinzey,
and Kale. Joan was sur-
vived by her brothers- and
sisters-in-law, as well as
many nieces, nephews, and
their children, all of whom
held a special place in her
heart.

Joan married Bruce
Tucker in 1968, a union
that brought her great joy
and fulfillment. After retir-
ing from a successful 20-
year career at Marion Labo-
ratories, Joan and Bruce
embraced a life of travel,
exploring the world to-
gether and visiting friends
and family across the Unit-

ed States. In 1993, Joan
and Bruce relocated to
Phoenix, Arizona, where
she gave back to her com-
munity by volunteering at
Good Samaritan Hospital
and Mount Calvary Luther-
an Church. Sadly, Bruce
passed away in August
2003.

Her move to Granbury,
Texas, in 2010 to live with
Connie and Greg, brought
a lot of laughter to their
house. Joan continued her
passion for service at Our
Savior Lutheran Church,
where she also expressed
her love for music by
singing with the Granbury
Civic Chorus and the
Melody Belles.

Joan faced her diagnosis
of Alzheimer's with grace
and courage, entering Hos-
pice care in 2023. Her life
was a testament to the
power of love, faith, and
service. She will be deeply
missed by all who knew
her.

A memorial service will
be held to celebrate Joan's
life on Sept. 4, 10 a.m., at
Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Granbury. In
lieu of flowers, the family
asks that donations be
made to organizations
supporting Alzheimer's re-
search and hospice care.
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Granbury launches new online portal for permit applications

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

The City of Granbury has
introduced a new online
platform designed to sim-
plify the process of apply-
ing for permits and manag-
ing development services.
The platform, available at
https://granburytx.por-
tal.opengov.com/, allows
residents and businesses
to complete all permitting-
related tasks from their
computer or mobile device,
eliminating the need for in-
person visits to City Hall.

The portal is user-friendly
and offers a comprehen-
sive range of services. Users
can apply for various types
of permits, submit neces-
sary documentation, track
the status of their applica-
tions, and even schedule
inspections — all online. The
platform supports a variety
of permits, including those
for residential and commer-
cial construction, electrical
work, plumbing, mechanical
systems and more.

To begin, users need to
create an account on the
portal. Once registered, they
can select the appropri-
ate permit type, fill out the
required forms and upload
any necessary documents.
The system provides clear
instructions to help appli-
cants meet all requirements,
minimizing the chances of
errors or delays in the ap-
proval process. Payments
for permits can be made
directly through the portal,
making the entire process
more efficient.

The types of permits avail-
able through the platform
include:

m Residential building
permits: For new construc-
tion, additions, alterations,

repairs, demolitions, re-roof-

ing, fences, driveways, solar
panels and generators.
B Commercial building

permits: For new construc-
tion, additions, repairs,
finishouts, demolitions and
more.

W Electrical, mechani-
cal, and plumbing permits:
Separate permits are avail-
able for both residential and
commercial projects.

B Swimming pool permits:
For both residential and
commercial pools.

B Temporary permits: For
construction field offices,
sales trailers and other tem-
porary structures.

B Health permits:
Including those for food es-
tablishments, mobile food
vendors and hotel/motel
operations.

B Special event permits:
Applications for festivals,
parades and other events
must be submitted at least
30 days before the event. For
parades on Pearl or Houston
Streets, applications are re-
quired 60 days in advance.

B Fire permits: These per-
mits, which are reviewed
and approved by the fire
marshal, focus on fire pre-
vention and safety. The por-
tal allows for the submission
of fire permit applications
and plans, ensuring that all
necessary precautions are
taken to protect lives and
property from fire hazards.

m Sewer and water per-
mits: For work related to
the city’s water distribution
and wastewater collection
systems, including the in-
stallation and maintenance
of septic systems. These per-
mits are essential for ensur-
ing all work complies with
city standards and protects
public health.

The portal also handles
permits related to land use,
zoning and code compli-
ance. Residents can request
zoning verification letters,
submit variance applications
and even report potential
violations of city ordinances.

Before starting any work
within the City of Granbury,

Texas tops list
of states whose
residents lack health

Insurance

From Staff Reports

New data has identified the states where the highest per-
centage of residents lack health insurance — with Texas

ranking first.

The analysis from personal injury attorneys Bader Scott
examined the latest data from the United States Census
Bureau, highlighting significant disparities in access to
healthcare in comparison to the national average, 7.4% of

uninsured residents.

Texas ranks highest, with 16.6% of the state’s population
without health insurance — 124% above the national aver-
age. The state continues to face significant healthcare ac-
cess barriers, leaving many of its residents without essential
health coverage. Georgia and Oklahoma tied for second at

11.7%.

At the opposite end of the scale, Massachusetts boasts the
highest insurance rate, with 97.6% of its population covered
by health insurance. Hawaii follows closely with a coverage
rate of 96.5%, while Vermont is third with 96.1%.

According to the Texas Medical Association, the un-
insured are up to four times less likely to have a regular

source of health care and are more likely to die from health-
related problems. They are much less likely to receive
needed medical care, even for symptoms that can have seri-
ous health consequences if left untreated. About one-in-six
Texans live at or below the poverty level. For children, the
ratio is nearly one-in-five. Extending health coverage to the
uninsured could improve their overall health by 7-8%. A lack
of insurance also increases their dependence on Medicaid
which could have financial consequences.
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Governments amendments
and the 2020 National
Electrical Code, ensuring
that all construction and de-
velopment work meets the
latest safety and building
standards.

For questions or addi-
tional assistance, users
can email the community
development department
at comdev@granbury.org.
To explore the new portal
and begin the permitting
process, visit https://gran-
burytx.portal.opengov.com/
and create an account today.
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The new portal supports a variety of permits, including those for residential and commercial
construction, electrical work, plumbing, mechanical systems and more.
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TED B. LYON & ASSOCIATES

Experience ¢ Resourced ¢ Preparation ¢ Results

HAVE YOU BEEN SERIOUSLY AFFECTED
BY THE NOISE FROM THE BITCOIN MINE?

Texas based Ted Lyon and Associates law firm is representing
local residents challenging Marathon Digital Holdings' (bitcoin
data mine) Operation, located near Granbury Texas. Lawsuits
are being prepared on behalf of nearby residents affected by
it's excessively loud and harmful sound. The sound is generated
by it's massive cooling system fans with levels reaching as much
as 90db. These levels have been documented by local
authorities on multiple occasions. Local residents in close
proximity are experiencing this unwelcoming sound 24/7. It has
been reported through multiple news organizations, harmful
effects include: sleep interuption, vibrating windows in local
homes, migraines, nauseaq, psychological issues, vertigo, hearing
loss, hypertension, heart palpitations, chest pains, panic attacks,
anxiety, tinnitus and more!

NOISE POLLUTION CAN BE HARMFUL
AND DEADLY TO HUMANS AND ANIMALS.

If you or someone you know lives near this bitcoin mine, and are
experiencing any of the above symptoms, you could be entitled to
fair compensation for your suffering.

Marathon Digital Holdings (mara) is valued at over $4.63 billion. It’s
client, Bitcoin, has a net value of $1.33 trillion.

If you have been directly and adversely affected, including your
health being compromised, contact the law offices of Ted Lyon
and Associates. (Tedlyon.com)

Private interviews are being conducted now, and it
costs you nothing to have your claims reviewed.

=298 MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN HIGH-STAKE CASES

Call us today! 800-TED-LYON (800-833-5966)
and mention “Marathon”

Ted Lyon is a former Texas State Senator, and a Top 100 National Trial Lawyer.

800-TED-LYON

PH: (972) 279-6571 | Toll Free 800-Ted-Lyon | TedLyon.com
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Dr.
Glenn’s
farewell

Celebrating

six years of
academic
excellence,
growth at GISD

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

When Jeremy Glenn first
applied for the role of su-
perintendent at Granbury
Independent School District
in 2018, he never could have
imagined the impact he
would have on the students,
staff and even the entire
community.

But six years later, his ten-
ure has left an indelible mark
on Granbury ISD — trans-
forming the district with sig-
nificant academic improve-
ments and financial stability.

As Glenn prepares to tran-
sition to his new role as su-
perintendent at Carroll ISD,
he takes alook back on all of
the milestones and accom-
plishments from the past six
years that make Granbury
ISD “one of the top school
districts in the metroplex,”
— in his book anyway.

Under Glenn’s leadership,
Granbury ISD experienced
anotable rise in overall test
scores, a consistent reduc-

teaching staff across the dis-
trict for our students,” Glenn
told the Hood County News.
He was also instrumen-
tal in renovating Brawner
Elementary School; imple-
menting a dual language
academy; establishing char-
ter education programs;
starting the Early Education

tion in the tax rate, and Academy and Little
continued financial stability =~ Buccaneers; and passing a
with a balanced budget. VATRE (Voter Approval Tax

Rate Election) to increase

“The accomplishment I'm
most proud of was working
with our school board and
administrative team to re-
cruit and retain an incredible

staff raises.
“These accolades are a

testament to our outstand-
ing leadership team, board

of trustees and the Granbury
community that always

puts the welfare of students
first,” Glenn said in a previ-
ous GISD news release.

While Glenn was instru-
mental in achieving several
notable milestones at GISD,
he also dealt with his fair
share of challenges.

One of the biggest ob-
stacles, he said, was the dif-
ficulty in passing a bond to
accommodate the district’s
rapid growth.

Despite strong community
support and close results
in recent bond elections,

the district has yet to se-
cure funding necessary for
expansion.

However, Glenn said he
still remains hopeful that
future efforts will ultimately
address the pressing need
for additional educational
facilities.

“The last two elections
were very close and I'm con-
fident the community will
come together in the future
for much needed schools in
our district,” he said.

Reflecting on his tenure,
Glenn also explained how
the challenge of navigating

GISD superintendent Dr. Jeremy Glenn never have of imaginedthe impact he would have on the students, staff and even the entire community.

the COVID-19 pandemic was
a particularly memorable
experience in 2020. While

it was a difficult year deal-
ing with the school closures,
Glenn expressed how proud
he is of Granbury ISD for be-
ing one of the first school
districts to re-open in the
state of Texas.

As he looks ahead to his
new role at Carroll ISD,
Glenn offers advice to his
successor on how to build on
the district’s successes.

“Over the last six years,
Granbury ISD has developed
strong working relationships

COURTESY PHOTO

with the city of Granbury,
Hood County and local civic
organizations,” he explained.
“My recommendation is for
leadership to continue devel-
oping these partnerships in
the best interest of students
and the community.”

Glenn said although he is
looking forward to becoming
a part of Carroll ISD’s team
— especially due to its rich
tradition of success — he ac-
knowledges the deep sense
of loss he feels as he leaves

PLEASE SEE GLENN | B2
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Granbury ISD Chief Financial Officer Emmet Whitefield noted, “These new buses will help us keep up
with the demands of our growing district and improve the comfort and safety for our students.”

GISD approves $750,000 for new
school buses to upgrade aging fleet

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

ranbury
Independent School
District plans to
acquire new school
buses following a resolu-
tion passed by the school
board Aug. 19. The board
approved a proposal to al-
locate $750,000 from the
district’s committed fund
balance toward the purchase
of five new buses, address-
ing an urgent need for fleet
modernization.

During the meeting, GISD
Chief Financial Officer
Emmett Whitefield highlight-
ed the necessity of updating
the district’s aging fleet. “The
commitment of these funds
will allow us to proceed with
the planned purchase of
new buses,” Whitefield said.
“We anticipate the funds
will come from the sale of
five acres in Acton at James
Road, which is projected to
be completed soon.”

Currently, GISD operates

54 regular buses and 18 spe-
cial education buses, many
of which are over a decade
old. According to Whitefield,
the district has purchased
19 buses out of maintenance
and operations funds since
the 2015-16 school year.
The last major purchase was
made using bond money
from 2013, which funded 16
buses over three years.

Whitefield emphasized
the new buses are crucial for
maintaining reliable trans-
portation services for the
district’s students. “We have
an aging fleet with some bus-
es exceeding 150,000 miles,”
Whitefield noted. “These
new buses will help us keep
up with the demands of our
growing district and improve
the comfort and safety for
our students.”

The board’s resolution also
commits $540,000 to the
Instructional Improvement
Fund, ensuring the district
remains above the 20% fund
balance requirement set
forth in policy. The policy
mandates that GISD main-

tain a sufficient fund balance
to support fiscal indepen-
dence in times of financial
need or crisis.

Superintendent Jeremy
Glenn emphasized the ne-
cessity of maintaining and
expanding the district’s bus
fleet. “With our district cov-
ering 225 square miles and
running 54 bus routes daily,
it’s critical to have reliable
transportation,” he said.

Glenn highlighted the ex-
tensive use of the district’s
buses, noting that they col-
lectively cover the distance
equivalent to traveling from
San Diego to Charleston,
South Carolina, and back
each day. “We go through a
thousand gallons of fuel per
day,” Glenn said.

GISD has faced significant
challenges with its aging bus
fleet amid the sweltering
Texas heat. Recent com-
plaints from parents have
highlighted persistent issues
with the air conditioning sys-
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GISD board names Ann Dixon
interim superintendent

From Staff Reports

The Granbury
Independent School
District board of trust-
ees voted at the regularly
scheduled board meeting
Aug. 19 to hire Ann Dixon
as the district’s interim
superintendent.

Dixon has a doctorate
of philosophy in admin-
istration from Walden
University, a Master of Arts
in elementary and early
childhood education from
the University of Texas at
San Antonio, and a Bachelor
of Science in speech and
hearing pathology from
Oklahoma State University.

Dixon will join GISD Aug.
27 and will serve until the
district names a permanent
superintendent, likely in
December 2024. Dixon’s
appointment comes after
Jeremy Glenn was named

COURTESY PHOTO
The Granbury Independent
School District board

of trustees voted at the
regularly scheduled board
meeting Aug. 19 to hire Ann
Dixon as the district's interim
superintendent.

superintendent of Carroll
ISD. Glenn served as GISD
superintendent from
2018-24.

“I am pleased to announce
Dr. Ann Dixon as our in-
terim superintendent,”
Board President Barbara
Townsend said. “Dr. Dixon
has a wealth of knowledge
and experience which will
smooth our transition as we
search for the next superin-
tendent of Granbury ISD.”

Dixon’s 50-year career in
public education includes
teaching and school leader-
ship positions in the San
Antonio region. In addition
to serving as the Somerset
ISD superintendent in the
1990s, she most recently
worked as interim superin-
tendent in 20 other school
districts in Texas. She has
notably been the interim
superintendent in Midland,
Galveston, Cedar Hill,

Decatur, Red Oak and San
Marcos ISDs.

“I am honored and excited
to be selected as the interim
superintendent of Granbury
ISD,” Dixon said. “GISD is an
admired district in the state
and will attract premier can-
didates for their future su-
perintendent. Since school
has started, I will need to
hit the ground running and
look forward to making
many new friends.”

Additionally, Dixon also
has experience at the state
level. She has worked with
the Texas Comptroller’s
Office and the Texas
Legislative Budget Board, as
well as serving as a mentor
for many first-time super-
intendents. For her dis-
tinguished service to her
profession and community,
the 76th Texas Legislature
recognized her with a reso-
lution of commendation.
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BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

With teacher retention
rate at an all-time low across
Texas, Granury Independent
School District is taking sig-
nificant steps to improve
retention and recruitment
across the board.

During the GISD board of
trustees meeting Aug. 19, it
was revealed the district is in
the process of implementing
anew program aimed at rec-
ognizing and compensating
top-performing teachers.

TEACHER INCENTIVE
ALLOTMENT PROGRAM

The program, Teacher
Incentive Allotment, was
established by House Bill
3 during the 86th Texas
Legislature, and will offer
Texas teachers six-figure sala-
ries based on their perfor-
mance and designation.

According to a video shown
at the meeting, the goal of
TIA is to reward, retain and
recruit effective teachers,
while also improving student
outcomes. The TIA website
states that through local des-
ignation systems, districts
can identify and designate
outstanding teachers based
on student growth and class-
room observation. In return,
teachers are eligible to gener-
ate funds for their district
based on their performance.

The TIA is built into the
Texas school funding for-
mula, and districts receive
an annual allotment for each
eligible teacher they employ.
The amount of the allotment
depends on the teacher’s des-
ignation level and the campus
where they work.

Teachers can earn designa-
tions in three levels: recog-
nized, exemplary or master.
The district will receive a TIA
allotment between $3,000
and $32,000 for each employ-
ee designated teacher, with
higher amounts for rural and
high-need areas. Educators
can also reach recognized
status by obtaining a national
board certification.

Once a designation is
achieved, it lasts five years,
or until a teacher’s national
board certification expires.

A teacher’s designation will
move with them if they decide
to work in another district.

If the teacher meets eligibil-
ity requirements at their new
district, then the funds gener-
ated will be awarded to the
new district during the next

year’s allotment cycle.

Districts who want to be
approved for a local teacher
designation system will need
to develop and implement
a system based on teacher
observation and student
growth measures. The Texas
Education Agency approves
district systems based on
their validity and reliability.

According to the video,
getting approval for a local
teacher designation system
involves a two step process
over three school years.

First, the district devel-
ops its system and submits
it to the Texas Education
Agency for review. After TEA
approves the application,
the district starts gathering
data about teacher perfor-
mance and student growth.
In the following year, the
district submits this data
and proposed designations
to Texas Tech University for
validation. TEA then reviews
this validated data to give
final approval for issuing
designations.

Districts can use the TIA
funds in several ways, but
they must spend at least 90%
of the allotment on teacher
compensation at the desig-
nated teacher’s campus. They
can also use up to 10% of the
funds to support the local
designation system, or they
can split the funding with
other eligible educators.

GISD’S PROGRESS SO FAR

Stacie Brown, GISD’s direc-
tor of curriculum and instruc-
tion, explained to the board
during the Aug. 19 meeting
that the district is only in year
one of applying for the desig-
nation. She said GISD is cur-
rently focused on developing
its local designation system,
and that the district has al-
ready completed a letter of in-
terest, appointed a TIA lead,
and set up a dedicated email
for inquiries.

Brown explained the dis-
trict has also already formed
alocal designation develop-
ment committee with input
from principals across vari-
ous educational fields to en-
sure a well-rounded group.
Recently, the committee
was briefed by representa-
tives from Crowley ISD, who
shared their experiences from
their fourth year in the TIA
program.

For the fall, three special-
ized committees have been
created to handle student
growth measures, T-test eval-
uations and communications.

www.hcnews.com

GISD implements teacher incentive
program to attract, retain educators

Weekly meetings, dubbed
“TIA Tuesdays,” will con-
tinue through January, with
all information and meeting
minutes posted on the GISD
website to keep the commu-
nity informed.

NEXT STEPS

Brown also outlined the up-
coming steps in the process.
The district will submit its ap-
plication to the TEA in April.
After receiving TEA approval,
the district will begin captur-
ing data on teacher perfor-
mance and student growth.
This data will be validated by
Texas Tech University before
TEA reviews it for final ap-
proval. By the end of the third
year, in February, the district
will announce which teachers
have earned designations.

“The three big, critical deci-
sions that we have to make
with our committee this fall
is who can earn the designa-
tion,” Brown said. “How are
we going to decide which
campuses/teachers are
eligible? We have to make
sure that we designate ob-
servations, student growth
measures, and if there’s any
optional components that
we want to consider, like
‘Do we want to be consider-
ing anybody that mentors
a younger teacher?’ ‘Do we
want to give them some sort
of credit?’ ... Then we have to
come back and we will decide
how we want to distribute
the funds and the timing of
compensation.”

Brown noted Granbury ISD
has welcomed designated
teachers from other districts,
including a teacher from Fort
Worth last year. To accom-
modate this new addition, the
district had to quickly create
a spending plan to outline
how the teacher’s compensa-
tion would be handled.

“You guys know the three
big things: recruit, retain and
reward,” she said. “We want
to reward our teachers, and
we want to recruit teachers
from other places. The teach-
er that came from Fort Worth,
they only received 75% of the
funds, so we decided, with
Fort Worth salary, we wanted
to give 90% of those funds
back directly to the teacher.
You can start to compete
with other districts depend-
ing upon the percentage that
you give back to your teach-
ers, as well as the timing of
compensation.”

Brown noted that GISD
must allocate at least 90%
of its TIA funds directly to
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Stacie Brown, Granbury ISD’s director of curriculum and instruction, speaks to the board of trustees
about the Teacher Incentive Allotment program during a regularly scheduled meeting Aug. 19.

teacher salaries for those in
classroom roles. The remain-
ing 10% will be used to sup-
port district initiatives, in-
cluding funding for National
Board Certification cohorts
and potential extras like men-
toring programs or various
surveys. She said the district
is exploring how to best uti-
lize this portion of the budget
to enhance their support for
teachers and improve educa-
tional outcomes.

According to Brown, GISD
will dedicate the next four
Tuesdays to developing its
student growth measure-
ment system, followed by
three Tuesdays focusing on
evaluation and calibration
processes. Additionally, they
will work on establishing ef-
fective communication chan-
nels between the district and
schools.

“One of the big things that
Crowley said to us is start
with your highest area of
need — start small,” Brown
said. “We know that the na-
tional board certification
is available for any teacher
right now, so we will make
sure that we review that with
our local designation district
committee.”

Feedback will be gathered
from campus administrators,
and a draft of the Teacher
Incentive Allotment guide-
book will be posted online for
public review before submit-
ting the final application to
the Texas Education Agency.

BOARD MEMBERS WEIGH IN

Following Brown’s presen-
tation, GISD Board President
Barbara Townsend asked if
every school district had a
different way of handling the
Teacher Incentive Allotment
program.

Brown confirmed that every
district follows a “unique”
approach, and that GISD has

consulted and reviewed 50
different guidebooks from
across the state.

“I know it’s a lot of work for
the teachers, but in the end,
it’s worth it,” Vice President
Courtney Gore said. “I just
want to make sure we’re mak-
ing sure it’s worth it for the
teachers. I've talked to some
teachers where it wasn’t
worth their time to put in the
effort, because at the end of
the day, they just weren’t get-
ting enough of that allotment,
so I want to make sure we're
compensating our teachers
fairly for the amount of work
they’re going to be putting
into this.”

Brown clarified that the
National Board Certification
differs from the TIA system.
She explained that under TIA,
the district is responsible for
tracking and documenting
student growth, rather than
the teachers themselves.

She added that GISD has
also developed a system for
this process, including cali-
bration based on past data to
estimate how many teachers
might receive designations.
Brown said this system aligns
with state standards for rec-
ognized, exemplary and mas-
ter levels, ensuring that desig-
nations are consistent across
the state, not just within the
district.

“There are financial in-
centives for teachers to go
through this quite complex
process, correct?” Secretary
Billy Wimberly asked Brown.

“There are,” she said. “Itis
tied specifically financially to
teachers, and we would want
our spending plan to reflect
— like Mrs. Gore said — we
want our teachers to get the
majority. Obviously, 90% has
to be given back for the local
designation, so there are mul-
tiple ways, but not all teach-
ers have a student-based

measure.”

Brown also confirmed that
the monies provided by TIA
are not sourced locally but
are instead allocated from the
Foundation School Program.
This state-level funding is
managed and distributed
directly by the state, rather
than being drawn from dis-
trict budgets.

“And why didn’t we start
this earlier?” Wimberly asked,
chuckling.

“We did, believe it or not,”
Brown said, adding that
efforts to initiate the pro-
gram had been underway for
years, led by GISD princi-
pals Margaret Rodriguez and
Maggie Walton. “They had
done that for multiple years,
but they were not getting
the level of buy-in that they
were wanting. When teach-
ers started getting money;, it’s
what started increasing the
buy in, and then we were like,
'Listen, we're going to go for-
ward with this.” Maggie and
Margaret have been working
for several years ahead of this
as well.”

Place 2 Trustee Nancy
Alana acknowledged that the
report was an introduction to
the new program and noted
that more detailed updates
will be provided throughout
the year.

“Great job,” she said. “Y’all
have put in a lot of work.”

“I know this is a heavy lift
by your department, butI
think it’s worthwhile,” GISD
Superintendent Jeremy Glenn
said. “Tknow I speak to a lot
of teachers, and they are cer-
tainly tracking TIA as we go
to recruit and retain the best
teachers. This is just another
resource and another pool
of money we can look at,
so thank you guys for what
you're doing, being champi-
ons for kids. We appreciate
it.”

GLENN

FROM PAGE B1

Granbury ISD.

“We have made so many
friends here and we will
definitely miss those close
relationships,” he said.
“Additionally, I'll miss the
incredible teachers, staff
and students that make
Granbury ISD great.”

Glenn explains his deci-
sion to leave Granbury ISD
was not driven by a desire
to move on but rather by the
compelling career opportu-
nity at Carroll ISD. He said
he and his family carefully
considered this next step

and felt it was a path they
were meant to follow.

“Granbury will always
hold a special place in our
hearts,” he said. “And we
leave knowing Granbury will
continue to excel.”

CITY OFFICIALS
PRAISE GLENN

Glenn may have left
a lasting impression on
the school district, but
Granbury city officials
also recognized his signifi-
cant contributions to the
community.

During the Carroll ISD
school board meeting Aug.
26, Granbury officials re-

flected on Glenn’s remark-
able impact in the commu-
nity during the meeting’s
public comments.

City Manager Chris
Coffman praised Glenn’s
collaboration and integrity
during his tenure, stating
that Carroll ISD has “sto-
len a fantastic community
leader.”

“During COVID, he (Glenn)
worked with our emergen-
cy management team like
you wouldn’t believe and
opened up school facilities.
We had places for people to
get inoculated that wanted
it. He was working to keep
the kids safe, providing
disinfectant and chemicals
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Dr. Glenn meeting and hanging out with kids in one of the school's libraries.

and cleaning agents to help
anywhere in the community
that needed it,” Coffman
said, during the meeting.
“I've been in this business as
a city manager for 27 years,
and I've never experienced
the amount of collaboration,
cooperation and success
that Dr. Glenn has brought
to our community.”

Coffman went on to ex-
plain that Glenn is an excep-
tional leader whose depar-
ture is a significant loss for
Granbury. He highlighted
that, despite navigating nu-
merous behind-the-scenes
challenges and political
tensions in the commu-
nity, Glenn maintained
unwavering integrity and
professionalism.

“I'm just telling you,
you've got a man of God
here,” Coffman said. “He’s
got integrity that’s unques-
tionable, and he lives above
reproach ... This man is high
quality, top shelf, first class,
and we hate to see him go,
but you are truly blessed to
have him.”

Deputy City Manager
Michael Ross echoed
Coffman’s praise, not-
ing his close involvement
with Glenn through their
work in the Rotary Club of
Granbury.

“I couldn’t agree more.
He’s one in a million,” Ross
said. “He is certainly one of
the leaders of our communi-
ty. Dr. Glenn walks the talk,
and there’s no doubt about

anyway.

that. We're going to miss
him so much, but you're get-
ting a very good individual.”
As Glenn prepares to take
his talents to a new school
district, Granbury ISD bids

COURTESY PHOTO
As Glenn prepares to transition to his new role as superintendent

at Carroll ISD, he takes a look back on all of the milestones and
accomplishments from the past six years that make Granbury ISD
“one of the top school districts in the metroplex,”— in his book

him farewell with a heavy
heart — knowing his legacy
of excellence and leadership
will undoubtedly make a
significant impact at Carroll
ISD.
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BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County
News

The Rattlers have been
here before, and they were
successful. This time, howev-
er, they are coming with a lot
of talent and ambitions.

From 2016 to 2019,

Tolar competed in Class
3A Division II, posting a
23-21 record. It advanced
to the playoffs three times,
including a second-round
appearance.

Now, the Rattlers are back
at that level. On the heels of
a42-13 record over the past
four seasons in 2A Division I,
they are ready to make even
more noise at the higher
level.

Tolar is coming off a 14-2
season that saw them fin-
ish second in the state. They
return seven offensive and
eight defensive starters from
that team, several of whom
also helped them to a 13-1
record and the state quarter-
finals the season before, and
even some who were there
when they went 10-3 and
advanced to the third round
in 2021.

In other words, Tolar has
experience with a capital E
among its returning starters.

They also have a new head
coach in Blake Mouser, who,
like former coach Jeremy
Mullins — now leading the
new Eagle Mountain program
— simply knows how to win.

Before coming to Tolar
Mouser was at Austin
Vandegrift for 11 years and
was the offensive coordina-
tor for the past decade. He
helped lead the Vipers to
106 wins, including a run to
the Class 6A Division II state

championship game in 2022.

From 2013 to 2022, the
Vipers reached at least the
second round of the playoffs
each season. This included
seasons of 14-2,12-1,12-3,
11-3,11-1 and 10-3.

“We feel like we can com-
pete if we take care of our-
selves each week with the
way we practice and pre-
pare,” Mouser said. “Moving
up a classification is great
for our sub-varsity teams
as we have two JV squads
and over 60 junior high kids
playing, so we will be able
to get them games and have
more experience playing.”

RETURNING TALENT —

OFFENSE
The Rattlers have seven
starters returning on of-
fense, including a running
back who, it could be said,
when healthy is not only one
of the best in Texas, but also
one of the best in the nation.
As a junior, Peyton Brown
was among the nation’s lead-
ers with 2,777 yards and 49
touchdowns. Last season,
despite being injured (an-
kle) for the majority of the
regular season, he finished
with 560 yards and a dozen
touchdowns in nine games.
For his career, Brown has
rushed for 4,731 yards and
scored 90 touchdowns.
Joining Brown as returning
offensive starters are fellow
seniors wide Brylen Feist
(16 catches, 188 yards, two
TD) and Talan Culbertson
(17 catches, 187 yards, three
TD), tight end Drake Owens
(9 catches, 75 yards, two TD),
and linemen Sam Stewart,
Zane Graham and Toby
Combs.

www.hcnews.com

Tolar football preview: Rattlers enter 3A ready to bite

Culbertson is also in the
battle to be the starting quar-
terback this season.

Owens and Stewart were
named first-team all-district,
with Feist, Culbertson and
Graham seconds team, along
with Combs being honor-
able mention. Also, while not
starting, key reserve sopho-
more running back Kelvin
Murray received honorable
mention.

RETURNING TALENT —

DEFENSE

The majority of the start-
ing defense is back, led by
district defensive MVP senior
linebacker Drake Owens
(136 tackles, four for loss,
one sack, four interceptions,
two fumble recoveries) and
senior district defensive line-
man of the year Cash Clark
(103 tackles, 12 for loss, sev-
en sacks, one interception,
two fumble recoveries).

Also back are fellow
seniors lineman Hunter
Michels (95 tackles, 16 for
loss, six sacks, one intercep-
tion, one fumble recovery),
linebackers Brooks Stone (41
tackles, nine for loss, three
sacks, one fumble recovery),
and Ty McClure (65 tackles,
five for loss, one sack, two
interceptions), along with
defensive backs Caden Pate
(29 tackles, one interception)
and cutter Cain (77 tackles,
12 for loss, four sacks, two
fumble recoveries).

The lone non-senior
among the returning start-
ers is sophomore defensive
lineman Cayden Abrego (30
tackles, six for loss, three
sacks).

Michels, McClure and Cain
were named first-team all-
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Aided by his blockers, Peyton Brown cuts through the Jacksboro defensive line.

district, with Abrego, Stone
and Pate second-team. Stone
was also named first-team
all-district punter after aver-
aging 37 yards per kick.
Three returning Tolar de-
fenders were named all-state
by the Texas Sports Writers
Association. Owens was
second-team, with Clark and
Cain honorable mentions.

OTHERS TO WATCH

Among newcomers and
some who went back and
forth between varsity and JV
last season who could make
a quick impact are:

Sophomore quarterback
Briton Rice, up from the JV
and battling for the starting
job.

Murray, who saw some ac-
tion on varsity last season,
also could see some time at

linebacker.

Junior wide receiver/de-
fensive back Noah Yanish,
up from JV.

Junior wide receiver Dacen
Watkins, up from JV.

Senior wide receiver Zane
Terrell, who played basket-
ball last season.

DISTRICT

The Rattlers will compete
in District 5-3A Division II.
Five of the six teams in the
league reached the postsea-
son in 2023, led by Tolar,
with Dublin (6-6) having ad-
vanced to the second round.

Also, Eastland (3-8), Clifton
(3-8) and Brady (3-8) reached
bidistrict, with Dublin (1-9)
rounding out the district.

“Every team has solid pro-
grams with quality coach-
es in communities that

care about their program,”
Mouser said. “We look for-
ward to a fun year! Our
schedule is tough with seven
of our 10 opponents last
year making the playoffs and
all 3A schools.

“I have told our team that
we expect to win, and that
approach will always be the
same which is based on our
program’s hallmarks of dis-
cipline, effort, toughness
and honor.

“I can’t thank the com-
munity of Tolar enough for
welcoming myself and my
family, along with seven
new coaches to the school.
The support the program re-
ceives is second to none, and
Ilook forward to seeing our
stands rocking this fall!”

BUSES

FROM PAGE B1

tems on the district’s buses.
Despite efforts by the main-
tenance team to address
these problems, the extreme
temperatures have com-
pounded the difficulties.

“In the last couple of
weeks, we've experienced
temperatures reaching 100
degrees with heat indexes
soaring to 110 degrees,” said
Whitefield. “We’re running
buses that are essentially un-
insulated, and with blacktop
temperatures sometimes hit-
ting 150 degrees, it’s a tough
situation.”

Glenn praised the GISD
maintenance department.
“They’ve been able to keep
our buses up and running
this year, and even though
it’s an older fleet, they've
been able to keep the air
conditioners on and work-
ing,” he said. “Although it
still gets hot, because again,
when you're stopping and
you’re opening the door so
frequently, and you have 60
kids on a bus, it’s going to
get a little warm, but I know
they’re working hard to
make it more comfortable,

9

and certainly that’ll come as
the weather cools off.”

At the meeting, resident
Beverly Chaney said she was
“shocked” by the spread of
false narratives about the
district. “I wasn’t shocked
about what I found out
about GISD,” she said. “I was
shocked that so many people
are spreading a false narra-
tive without doing research.
Things are being said that
are simply not true, and
those things are being re-
peated as fact. It’s amazing
to me that that’s happening.”

Cheney addressed con-
cerns about the district’s
transportation situation
and defended the board’s
approach. “Iresearched the
district’s transportation his-
tory and found that we have
been diligently updating our
fleet,” Cheney said. “Despite
some criticism, our district
has made significant efforts
to manage and improve our
transportation services.”

She pointed out that 19 of
the district’s buses are more
than 12 years old and have
over 125,000 miles on them.
“Twonder how many of us in
this room drive a 12-year-old
vehicle,” she remarked.

Many of these buses have

had major work done, in-
cluding engine overhauls
and replacements, to keep
them running. “These buses
drive routes that average
100 miles a day, carrying
precious cargo, and they’re
doing it this week in record
heat,” Chaney said.

She urged the board to
maintain the 4.4% of the an-
nual budget designated for
transportation and suggest-
ed that those criticizing the
school district and the trans-
portation department online
should redirect their energy
elsewhere.

The decision to use com-
mitted funds for bus pur-
chases follows a previous
failure of a bond measure
that would have included ad-
ditional buses. The new reso-
lution will allow GISD to pur-
chase the buses without the
need for new bonds, utilizing
funds from property sales.

Whitefield further ex-
plained, “The commitment
of these funds will be re-
flected in our audit, show-
ing that they are earmarked
for vehicle purchases. This
is a strategic move to ensure
we can maintain our fleet
effectively.”

FREE FILM SCREENING
LETTER TO THE AMERICAN CHURCH

HOOD COUNTY PASTOR COUNCIL

Presented At

BRAZOS COVENANT MINISTRIES

1950 ACTON HWY.
GRANBURY, TX 75049

Thursday, September 12, 6:30 pm

SYNOPSIS

From New York Times best-selling author
Eric Metaxas comes a riveting new film
challenging audiences to take a stand in
the face of evil. The striking similarities
between the church in early Nazi Germany
and the modern American church are
chilling and grim. This is the hour of

the American church.

LETT
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Hood County schools receive top
financial integrity ratings from TEA

From Staff Reports

Preliminary ratings have
been released and Hood
County school districts
received top ratings for
financial accountability
for the previous school
year. Granbury, Lipan and
Tolar school districts each
received an “A” rating
from the Texas Education
Agency with all three
school districts receiving
a perfect or nearly perfect
score.

Established in 2001 by
the 77th Texas Legislature,

the school Financial
Integrity Rating System of
Texas ensures that Texas
public schools are held ac-
countable for the quality of
their financial management
practices, according to the
TEA website.

The system is designed
to encourage Texas public
schools to better manage
their financial resources to
provide maximum alloca-
tion possible for direct in-
structional purposes.

This is Granbury ISD’s
seventh year to receive a
perfect score. Tolar is re-

peating a perfect score, and
Lipan is up from a score of
98%, with all three districts
consistently exhibiting fi-
nancial integrity with the
highest scores achievable.
All these scores are con-
sidered a superior achieve-
ment for exemplifying
high-quality financial man-
agement practices.

To review the ratings for
all school systems visit the
TEA School FIRST webpage
for school districts.

Calling A\l Singers!

Granbury Civic Chorus

Rehearsing on Mondays from 7-9 p.m.
Acton Methodist Church
at 3433 Fall Creek Hwy.

1st Fall Rehearsal Sept. 9
Arrive at 6:30 p.m. to Sign-Up
Christmas Concert on Dec. 12

All Singers are Welcome!!
Especially Need More Tenors and Basses

SAME PAPER

AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS
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Granbury football preview: New

BY RICK MAUCH

Special to the
Hood County News

It could be said the
Granbury Pirates football
program and new head
coach Bobby Allison were
made for each other. He’s
also coached players of all
levels, including college.

The Pirates, meanwhile,
are looking for the secret to
winning again consistently.
Their last playoff appear-
ance was in 2019 under
Chad Zschiesche. As far as
consistent playoff appear-
ances, not since a stretch of
four seasons (2010-13) have
they had back-to-back post-
season berths.

While the past two seasons
took a dip in the second half,
each started out with much
promise for the Pirates. They
were 4-0 in 2022 before fin-
ishing 4-6 and began 2023
with a 3-0 record before fin-
ishing 3-7.

IMPRESSIVE RESUME’

Allison came to Granbury
after spending the past 10
seasons at Justin Northwest,
where he was defensive coor-
dinator, assistant head coach
and recruiting coordinator.
In only one season, he was

instrumental in turning the
Texans around from 1-9 in
2015 to 10-2 in 2016.

The Texans have been
playoff regulars ever since,
including a 10-3 record and
third-round playoff appear-
ance in 2023.

Allison’s two decades of
experience also includes
Odessa, Sharpstown, Level
and San Angelo Central. At
Sharpstown, where he was
co-defensive coordinator, he
helped the Bobcats win 10
games for the first time in 20
seasons and advance to the
playoffs. At Sharpstown, he
helped end a 29-game losing
streak with a 6-4 record in
his first season.

RETURNING TALENT

The Pirates return just
two starters on each side of
the ball. On offense, senior
quarterback Hayden Meyer
is back, along with senior
offensive lineman Enrique
Sanchez.

Meyer, who became the
starter later in the season,
operated out of an offen-
sive that ran the ball the
vast majority of the time
(expect more of a balance in
2024), and only threw the
ball 30 times, completing
14. However, the comple-
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tions went for an average
of more than 20 yards as
he finished with 287 yards,
three touchdowns and two
interceptions.

On the ground, Meyer
rushed 74 times for
250 yards and a pair of
touchdowns.

Allison said concerning the
2024 offense and defense,
they will operate out of a
“Spread offense that will uti-
lize a tight end, and a flexible
defense that will be able to
play three-down and four-
down fronts — systems that
are fun, simple and allow the
kids to play fast.”

Returning as starters on
defense are junior linebacker
Chase Cantrell and senior
cornerback Eli Sisco. Cantrell
was honorable mention all-
district last season after reg-
istering 65 tackles (43 solo),
two sacks and four tackles
for loss.

Allison noted several
key newcomers who could
contribute to success this
season, including defen-
sive players Brysen Hager,
sophomore, and senior Tahj
Clayton at safety, and junior
Cooper Sandness at defen-
sive end. Key newcomers to
the offense include juniors
Jonathan McCandless at

coach, new hope for Pirates

wide receiver and tight end
Macully Skeens.

DISTRICT

The Pirates will compete in
arguably the toughest league
in the state in their classifica-
tion. District 3-5A Division I
includes two-time defending
state champion — and state-
record 12-time overall —
Aledo (16-0 in 2023), along

with fellow perennial power
Denton Ryan (8-3, second
round) and Richland (12-1,
third round).

Aledo is preseason ranked
No. 1 in the state, Ryan
is second and Richland
seventh.

Also in the league are
Denton (4-7, bidistrict),
Birdville (4-6), Brewer (3-7),
Azle (3-7) and Keller Fossil

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Granbury High School new head football coach Bobby Allison during the spring game May 15.

Ridge (3-7), which is drop-
ping down from Class 6A.

“This is a very competi-
tive district, and that is what
makes it exciting,” Allison
said. “It is one where you are
going to have to be ready to
play every single week and
be at your best.

“Kids are working hard
and focused on getting bet-
ter every day.”

NCTA students attend awards and Dallas Cowboys game

From Staff Reports

Multiple North Central
Texas Academy students
were on hand at AT&T
Stadium to see Jourdan Lewis
of the Dallas Cowboys receive
the Ed Block Courage Award
and then watch the Cowboys
play the Chargers Saturday,
Aug. 24.

Additionally, some of the
students got the opportu-
nity to play catch with Dallas
Cowboys players.

Annually, the Ed Block
Foundation honors one play-
er from each NFL team who

CLASS[C []DUNmY MUSC FROM HAlSED HlGHT MEN THE ULTMATE EAGLES EXPERENCE 7 BFHDGES TEHA EEALL g THEJ

Party Patrol On The Beach With Sand Castle Building For Kids & Family 12PM- 4PM
Food Trucks & Vendors at 12PM |

is voted by their teammates
for their courage and inspira-
tion. The recipients stand as
role models for their ability to
overcome adversity while also
serving in their communities.

According to Chuck
Shipman of NCTA the “Dallas
Cowboys Courage House” is
aresidence for boys on the
NCTA campus. It is usually
occupied by high school age
boys.

Each NFL team coordinates
with its affiliated Courage
House throughout the year,
lending support through vari-
ous avenues, including host-

ing and attending fundrais-
ing events, and by providing
memorabilia and experiences
for auctions and raffles.

The NFL teams also orga-
nize player visits and invite
youth to team activities.
Monetary support is of-
fered by donating gifts-in-
kind for needy children and
other things to improve their
welfare.

COURTESY PHOTO
Multiple NCTA students were
on hand at AT&T Stadium to
see Jourdan Lewis of the Dallas
Cowboys receive the Ed Block
Courage Award
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Live Music 5PM - 9:30PM |

Drone Show 9:30PM
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LAKE GRANBURY CONFERENCE CENTER Join us at 621 E Pearl St, Granbury, TX 76048 it
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Hood County Sports

PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR AND JESSE RAMIREZ | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
With school in full swing for the fall semester, fall sports have started in Hood County. Photos are from Tolar High School and Granbury High
School teams from Aug. 22-27. For full galleries, visit hcnews.com.
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GHS Lady Pirates volleyball team huddled up during a game August 27.

Pirates, Rattlers set to open football seasons

BY RICK MAUCH

Special to the
Hood County News

The 2024 high school foot-
ball regular season began at
press time with games that
count “for real” on the re-
cord. The Granbury Pirates
were at home against Waco
and Tolar was playing at
Peaster.

Both teams are on the road
this next Friday with 7 p.m.
contests.

GRANBURY FOOTBALL

The Pirates are mak-
ing a trip to Waco to face
University. The Trojans have
turned their program around
from 0-10 in 2022 with back-
to-back playoff appearances.

The Pirates, meanwhile,
are hoping to reach the
postseason for the first time
since 2019.

Since 2006, the Trojans
have had four 0-10 sea-
sons and three 1-9 cam-
paigns. Prior to 2022 they
had 13 straight nonwinning
seasons.

This will be the third meet-
ing between the teams, with
each having won at home.
University won 46-35 in
2020 and the Pirates won 56-
271in2021.

The Pirates return two of-
fensive and two defensive
starters. University has eight
offensive and eight defen-
sive starters back.

Granbury offensive leader
from 2023: QB Hayden
Meyer, 287 yards, three TD
passing, 250 yards, two TD
rushing; OL Enrique Sanchez.

University offensive leader
from 2023: WR London
Evans, 51 catches, 876 yards,
11 TD, rated No. 3 athlete in
nation.

Granbury defensive
leader from 2023: LB Chase
Cantrell, 65 tackles, four for
loss, two sacks; DB Eli Sisco.

University defensive lead-
er from 2023: LB Joaquin
Martinez, 123 tackles, 21
for loss, interception, three
sacks.

TOLAR FOOTBALL

The Rattlers are on the
road for a second straight
week to open the season as
they travel to Teague to face
the Lions for the first time
ever. Tolar is preseason No.
11 in Class 3A Division II
and Teague is No. 22 in 3A
Division L.

The Rattlers return seven
offensive and eight defen-
sive starters from last sea-
son’s 14-2 squad that fin-
ished second in the state in
2A Division I. The Lions have
seven offensive and five de-
fensive starters back from an
8-4 team.

Both teams are regulars
in the postseason, with the
Rattlers having advanced to
the third round in 2021 and
the state quarterfinals in
2022. The Lions reached the
second round last season.

Tolar offensive leaders
from 2023: RB Peyton Brown,
560 yards, 12 TD in just nine
games due to injury, career
total of 4,731 yards and 90
TD; WR Talan Culbertson, 17
catches, 187 yards, three TD.

Teague offensive leader
from 2023: QB Zak Leija,
1,644 yards, 13 TD passing,
830 yards, seven TD rushing.

Tolar defensive leaders
from 2023: LB Drake Owens,
136 tackles, four for loss,
sack, four interceptions, two
fumble recoveries; DL Cash
Clark, 103 tackles, 12 for
loss, seven sacks, intercep-
tion, two fumble recoveries.

Teague defensive leader
from 2023: LB Jaden Cole,
113 tackles.

GRANBURY VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Pirates (10-
12) hosted the Granbury
Classic lastast weekend. All-
tournament accolades went
to Allyson McCabe.
Defeated Lubbock
Coronado 2-0
Kills: Blakely Bleeker 8
Digs: Lilyan McCall 14,
McCabe 13
Assists: McCabe 18
Receptions: Audrey
Greinert 6
Defeated San Antonio

Holmes 2-0

Kills: Bleeker 5

Aces: McCabe 6, Mattie
Weaver 4

Digs: McCall 9

Assists: McCabe 10

Receptions: McCall 11

Lost 2-1 to Odessa Permian

Kills: Masyn Noe 9,
Kailynne Sermarini 7

Blocks: Noe 4

Digs: McCall 22, Megan
James 11

Assists: McCabe 21

Receptions: McCall 18

Defeated Mansfield
Timberview 2-0

Kills: Bleeker 8, Jayla Hayes
8

Aces: McCabe 3

Digs: McCall 11

Assists: McCabe 22

Receptions: McCall 7,
Bleeker 7

Lost 2-0 to Amarillo
Tascosca

Kills: Bleeker 5

Digs: McCall 15

Assists: McCabe 10

Receptions: Greinert 12,
McCall 11

Lost 2-0 to El Paso Eastlake

Kills: Bleeker 5, Hayes 5,
Sermarini 5

Digs: Weaver 7

Assists: McCabe 17

Receptions: Greinert 13

Lost 2-0 to Mansfield Lake
Ridge

Digs: McCall 8, McCabe 8

Assists: McCabe 11

Receptions: Weaver 12,
McCall 11

Defeated Stephenville 2-0

Kills: Sermarini 7

Digs: McCall 12, Weaver 8

Assists: McCabe 19

Receptions: McCall 19

Defeated Odessa Permian
2-0

Kills: Addie Cowling 8

Digs: McCall 10

Assists: McCabe 18

Receptions: Weaver 10

The Lady Pirates then host-
ed Wichita Falls Legacy on
Aug. 27, winning 3-0.

Kills: Noe 10, Bleeker 7

Aces: Greinert 6

Digs: McCall 14, Greinert
10

Assists: McCabe 29

Receptions: McCall 7,
Weaver 7

This weekend the Lady

S it

Pirates are in Orlando,
Florida in the prestigious
KSA Events Fall Classic, fac-
ing some of the best volley-
ball teams throughout the
nation. They return home
to host Glen Rose Sept. 3 at
6 p.m.

TOLARVOLLEYBALL

The Lady Rattlers (6-8)
participated in the Glen Rose
Tournament last weekend.

In pool play, the Lady
Rattlers defeated Waco
Robinson 2-0, then lost
2-0 to Midland Christian,
Springtown and Blum.

In the Silver Bracket they
won two of three, falling 2-1
to Grandview before defeat-
ing Fort Worth Trinity Valley
and Arlington Grace Prep
2-0.

Tournament standouts
included the defense of
Sophia Walters, along with
the blocking and killing of
Allie Terrell, Atley Kolb and
Senne Imel, and the setting
of Abbie Soileau.

In a nontournament match
Aug. 23, they hosted Valley
Mills and won 3-0. Lily
DeWitt and Allyson Dobbs

led the way with their hitting.

On Aug. 27, the Lady
Rattlers traveled to
Grandview, falling 3-1.
Standouts were Kanzi
McQuain, Soileau and
Kamryn Kolb, who returned
from an injury.

Tolar is playing in the Rio
Vista Tournament this week-
end. They host Poolville Sept.
3 at 6:30 p.m.

GRANBURY CROSS COUNTRY

The Lady Pirates competed
in the Spartan Invitational in
Burleson last Saturday. The
Pirates were in the Southlake
2-Mile the same day.

Jaxon Glenn paced the
Pirates, placing fifth with
a time of 9 minutes, 35.10
seconds over the 5K course.
Also, Jacob Wolfe broke the
top 50, finishing 44th with a
clocking of 10:55.97.

The Lady Pirates placed
seventh in their meet, sec-
ond among Class 5A teams.
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They were led by Ava Stein,
22nd, with a time of 22:39
over 5K. Josefina Berry was
34thin 23:21 and Kambry
Zschiesche was 39th in
23:31.

The Granbury girls junior
varsity was led by Elyse
Jernigan, 31st, 26:34; and
Karolina Berry, 34th, 26:52.

Both teams were com-
peting in the Burleson Elk
Run at press time. The Lady
Pirates will then be in the
Keller Fossil Ridge Run of
the Panther Sept. 5, with the
Pirates next participating in
the Texas A&M High School
Cross Country Invitational
Sept. 13.

LIPAN CROSS COUNTRY
Annslee Tarpley led all
Lipan runners with a third-

place individual finish in
the Bridgeport Invitational
recently. She clocked a time
of 15:37.10 over the 3.2K
course.

Lipan was competing at
Keene at press time and trav-
els to Port Aransas Sept. 7.

GRANBURY TENNIS

The Pirates/Lady Pirates
began District 5-5A play by
defeating Keller Fossil Ridge
at home recently, 15-4.

“After losing to them last
year 14-5, this was a huge
win for us. Not only did
we lose to them handily
last year, but this is a very
competitive team in our
district,” Granbury coach
Athan Laskaris said. “It really
showed that the hard work
we put in all summer and
off-season is paying off and
gives us a confidence boost
heading into a tough next
few weeks of district.

“We are extremely proud
of our players and how they
competed. We had several
very close girls matches, and
we came out victorious in
the majority of them, giving
us the advantage in the team
score.”

The Pirates swept the
boys side of the ledger, win-
ning all doubles and singles
matches.

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Boys doubles

Tyler St. Don/Colten
Whitefield won 6-1, 6-1

Roland Krause/Oakley
Boyd won 6-2, 6-4

Braxton Bailey/Chase
Bohney won 6-1, 6-4

Girls doubles

Ava Hamrick/Lili Vaughn
came back from down 2-5 in
a set and won 7-5, 7-6

Allie Kazmier/Atleigh
Young won 5-7,6-2,12-10

Mixed doubles

Kallen Graves/Ellie Weeks
won 8-3

Boys singles

Krause won 6-1, 6-3

Whitefield won 6-1, 6-0

St. Donwon 6-1, 6-1

Bailey won 6-3, 6-1

Boyd won 6-2, 4-6, 10-6

Cohney won 6-4, 6-0

Girls singles

Mandi Labelle won 6-3, 6-2

Albane Combres won 6-3,
6-2

Young won 6-2, 2-6, 10-8

Vaughn won 6-2, 7-6

Granbury also won its ju-
nior varsity match against
Fossil Ridge, 18-1.

Boys doubles:

Levi Logsdon/Hayden
Garcia won 8-0

Camden Lynch/Reece
Hunt won 8-0

Jayden Shepard/Landon
Areno won 8-0

Girls doubles

Mckenna Moreno/Rayleigh
Langdon won 8-1

Kenia Jimenez-Zuniga/
Miranda Munoz won 8-3

Joselin Briones/Kyleigh
Ledesma won 8-2

Boys singles

Lynch won 8-0

Logsdon won 8-0

Garcia won 8-0

Whitlock won 8-4

Hunt won 8-1

Noah Lilley-Martinez won
8-0

Girls singles

Moreno won 8-2

Kaydence Grumbine won
8-1

Briones won 8-1

Langdon won 8-0

Munoz won 8-2

Ledesma won 8-7

Granbury was hosting de-
fending district champion
Aledo at press time.

SPORTS

FROM PAGE B5
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Tarleton State staves off McNeese on
national stage to start 2024 1-0

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE - All
eyes were on the Tarleton
State Texans nationwide
Saturday, Aug. 24, and all
eyes witnessed a Tarleton
State Texan victory to start
their season Won-and-0.

The Texans (1-0) staved
off McNeese (0-1) 26-23
to win the second college
football game played na-
tionally in 2024, the first
on United States soil. The
Week 0 contest was broad-
cast on ESPN?2, the first time
Tarleton State Football has
played on linear television.

In Tarleton State’s first
full-fledged NCAA Division
I season, the Texans started
2024 where they left off in
2023, extending their win-
ning streak to five straight,
their longest winning streak
at the D1 level. This is the
first time Tarleton has won
five straight since beginning
2019 11-0.

“Winning’s hard,” head
coach Todd Whitten said
postgame. “We’re 1-0, that’s
the good thing. There were
some difficult conditions
out there for both sides, and
I thought both teams played
really hard, I thought it was
areally good college foot-
ball game.”

The Texans won their
fifth season opener over the
past seven seasons on the
heels of a strong offensive
first half and a defense that
forced four turnovers.

The Texans forced a fum-
ble on the third play of the
day, as new linebacker Bam
Smith stripped quarter-
back Clifton McDowell, and
defensive back Blake Smith
jumped on it to give the
Texans the ball early.

Tarleton State picked up
one first down on its open-
ing drive before new kicker
Michael James booted one
through from 53 yards out
to make it 3-0 Texans. It was
Tarleton State’s first 50-
plus yard field goal make in
15 years (Nov. 14, 2009, at
Texas A&M-Kingsville).

The Cowboys responded
with a 75-yard touchdown
scoring drive, a 43-yard con-
nection from McDowell to
Jamaal Levi to give McNeese
the lead 7-3. The Texans

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

All eyes were on the Tarleton State Texans nationwide Saturday, Aug. 24, and all eyes witnessed a Tarleton State Texan victory to start their

season Won-and-0.

didn’t let the Cowboys hold
the lead long, or even again.
Tarleston State marched 64
yards on 10 plays, punching
itin from a yard out with
Derrel Kelley III.

On McNeese’s second
play of the ensuing drive,
Tarleton earned its sec-
ond takeaway of the open-
ing frame with a defensive
touchdown. Linebacker
Caimyn Layne forced run-
ning back Joshon Barbie to
cough it up into DB Kasyus
Kurns’ hands, who returned
it 31 yards for the score.
Tarleton ended the first
quarter ahead 16-7.

Tarleton didn’t relent to
start the second quarter
on offense, taking it down
83 yards across 12 plays.
Quarterback Victor Gabalis
lobbed a perfect ball over
a blanketing DB, and wide
receiver Keylan Johnson
showed off the hands to
come down with a 26-yard
touchdown to make it 23-7
Tarleton State.

James added a 34-yard
field goal on Tarleton’s
next drive to make it 26-7
Texans. The Texan defense
forced two more turn-

overs before the half was
over, as defensive back
Omar Emmons picked off
McDowell around midfield,
and on the Cowboys’ very
next drive, Kurns forced an-
other Barbie fumble, as he
recovered his second of the
game.

The Texans led 26-7 at the
break.

The second half was
starkly different from the
first half as Tarleton State
lost its starting quarterback.
Gabalis, who completed
11-of-18 for 140 yards and
touchdown in the first half,
suffered a thumb injury and
didn’t return.

Tarleton’s offense
couldn’t muster much in
the second half, totaling 76
yards across seven drives.
Texan backup quarterback
Jaden Pete spelled Gabalis
and finished 1-of-8 for four
yards.

“Things got a little more
difficult for us when we
lost Vic at halftime, there
was an injury to his thumb.
I think he’ll be OK, I don’t
know how long it will be,
but he couldn’t grip the ball
very well,” Whitten said. “So

yeah, I think we were 1-0f-8
throwing in the second half,
so we couldn’t get anything
going. They got a lot of op-
portunities, and our defense
was on the field (for a long
time). To overcome adversi-
ty like we did with the injury
there, I was proud of our
guys.”

Tarleton’s defense held
the Cowboys at bay nearly
the whole third quarter, al-
lowing a 36-yard field goal
with 46 seconds left in the
frame. That broke a seven-
straight-drive stretch of
the Texans blanking the
Cowboys, and Tarleton
State took a 26-10 lead into
the fourth quarter.

McNeese started to make
things interesting with
just under 10 minutes to
play. Cowboy running back
D’angelo Durham scam-
pered from seven yards out
to make it a 26-16 game, but
McNeese missed the extra
point to keep it a 10-point
difference.

Tarleton’s running backs
Kayvon Britten and Kelley
powered the Texans down
the field into a scoring
chance, but the Texans

missed a field goal to keep
McNeese alive.

The Cowboys used that
spurt on the very next play,
as McDowell connected
with Matthew McCallister
for an 80-yard touchdown.
Tarleton’s lead was down to
just three, 26-23.

McNeese forced a three-
and-out to get the ball back
down three with 2:56 to
play. Starting at their own
11-yard line, the Cowboys
methodically drove to
Tarleton’s 22-yard line with
11 seconds left. In field goal
range, McNeese was penal-
ized with a false start that
forced it to take its final
timeout to avoid a 10-sec-
ond runoff that would have
ended the game. That also
pushed the Cowboys back
five yards, which proved
to be the difference from
McNeese tying the game and
losing the game, as the kick
sailed just wide right.

The Texan faithful re-
leased a collective sigh of
relief as Tarleton State left
Memorial Stadium 1-0.

Britten showcased why he
was a unanimous pick for
UAC Preseason Offensive

Player of the Year by rush-
ing for 164 yards on 25 at-
tempts, averaging 6.6 yards
per carry. Kelley had 41
yards on 12 carries to go
with his touchdown. Wide
receiver Darius Cooper fin-
ished with six catches and
85 yards, and Johnson two
catches for 37 yards and a
score.

Defensively, Kurns had
two fumble recoveries, a
fumble return touchdown,
a forced fumble, and six
total tackles. Layne record-
ed a forced fumble and a
sack, with four total tackles.
Linebacker Caden Holt and
defensive lineman Tramaine
Chism each had a tied-
team-high seven tackles. Ty
Rawls had a sack and five
total tackles. Bam Smith had
one FF and five tackles, and
Blake Smith had one FR and
six tackles.

Adrian Guzman had a
strong day punting, aver-
aging 46.3 yards across his
six boots, launching two 50-
plus yards and two inside
the 20.

McNeese’s McDowell
completed 13-of-19 for 242
yards, two touchdowns, an
interception and a fumble
lost. Micah Davey had the
big game defensively for the
Cowboys, recording 14 tack-
les and a half-sack.

The Texans have now won
nine straight games when
wearing their purple hel-
mets, dating back to 2022.

It was a packed day across
the board at Tarleton State,
as the Texans unveiled a
new Texan Rider statue
in front of the Memorial
Stadium Ticket Office.
Texas A&M University
System Chancellor John
Sharp was part of the cer-
emony and was honored by
Tarleton State for his ser-
vice, as the retiring chan-
cellor conducted the coin
toss and was given a special
commemorative football.

The Texans playing on
the big stage will continue
next week, as Tarleton State
heads to a much-improved
Baylor squad in Waco. The
Texans and Bears will clash
Saturday, Aug. 31, at 6 p.m.
at McLane Stadium, for
what will be Baylor’s season
opener.

Tarleton Soccer drops tight
battle against Houston

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — Tarleton
State dropped a tightly-
contested 1-0 battle against
Houston Sunday after-
noon at the Tarleton Soccer
Complex.

The Cougars earned their
first victory of the season to
improve to 1-2-1. The Texans
(1-1-3) hold the most match-
es played in the nation.

Mikayla Kendall set a sea-
son high with 13 saves, the
second-highest mark in pro-
gram history.

Jenaya Brown led the
Texans with a pair of shots,
both falling on goal.

Just 10 minutes into the
game, Houston fired a shot
off the corner of the post,
but Kendall was able to cor-
ral the loose ball and prevent
any rebound opportunities.

A few minutes later, the
Cougars netted the first goal
of the game, but it was negat-
ed by a Houston offsides call

that kept the game tied at 0.
The score remained dead-
locked at the end of the first
45 minutes.

In the first half, the
Cougars out-shot the Texans,
8-0, with five on goal. Kendall
recorded five saves.

At the midpoint of the
second half, the Texans
nearly pushed across the
first goal of the afternoon.

A flurry of Texans caused
traffic in front of the goal,
creating an open shot for
Brown. Brown'’s foot nearly
scored the first goal, but
the Cougars keeper barely
grasped the ball to keep the
game even at zero.

Kendall kept the game
tied at zero with a diving
save five feet out of the box.
After a Houston corner, the
Cougars nearly took the lead,
but a diving Kendall found
the ball in her fingertips to
keep the game, nil to nil.

In the 83rd minute, the

Cougars broke through to
take a 1-0 lead. Houston’s
Amanda Adams dribbled
down the bench side of

the field and fired a shot

at Kendall. The ball kicked
off of Kendall’s body where
Ramsey Davos was able to
deposit the deflected ball
into the back of the net to
give the Cougars the advan-
tage, 1-0.

Nealy a minute later,
Reegan Wagg streaked past
the Cougars defense to make
the goalie the only defense.
Wagg took it to the corner
and found Macy Hellwig
on the opposite side post.
Hellwig’s header just grazed
over the top of the crossbar,
keeping the Cougars in the
lead.

The Cougars held the ad-
vantage in shots (20-5), shots
on goal (14-3) and corners (6-
1). Houston’s Oliva Dietrich
pitched her first shutout of
the season.

PHOTO
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Tarleton State dropped a tightly-contested 1-0 battle against Houston Sunday afternoon at the Tarleton

Soccer Complex.
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From Staff Reports

Too early to think about
Christmas? Not so. It may be
hot now, but the Granbury
Civic Chorus has Christmas
in mind. Fall weekly rehears-
als start Monday, Sept. 9
in the choir room at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway.

Granbury Civic Chorus
director Steve Quinn has se-
lected the fun and challeng-
ing music the choir will sing
at the Christmas Concert
Dec. 12. Returning this sea-
son is the talented Shannon
Quinn as accompanist.

The chorus leadership
wants to stress that anyone
who loves to sing and has
experience is welcome; the
choir is especially in need
of tenors and basses at this
time.

Practices are typically from
7-9 p.m. Come early Sept. 9
at 6:30 p.m. to sign up and
pick up music. Attendees
are encouraged to wear
red or green to get in the
Christmas spirit. For more
information go online to
GranburyCivicChorus.org
or e-mail granburyciviccho-
rus2001@gmail.com.

COURTESY PHOTO
Too early to think about
Christmas? Not so. It may be

hot now, but the Granbury

Civic Chorus has Christmasin
mind. Fall weekly rehearsals
start Monday, Sept. 9in the
choirroom at Acton Methodist
Church, 3433 Fall Creek
Highway.
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Get your singing voice ready Granbury

Hood County approves new Agrilife Extension agent

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
lauren@hcnews.com

On Tuesday, Aug. 27,
during the Hood County
Commissioners Court meet-
ing, Amanda Salinas was
officially appointed as the
new county extension agent

for agriculture and natural
resources. Salinas, who will
complete her master’s de-
gree this fall, has more than
four years of experience with
the extension service and
Prairie View A&M.

The Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service in Hood
County continues its mis-
sion of bridging research

with practical applications to

enhance residents’ lives. The
service offers educational
programes in agriculture and
natural resources, family

and consumer sciences, com-
munity development and 4-H

and youth development.
Jay Kingston, recently ap-
pointed as the district ad-

ministrator following Donald

Kelm, Ed.D., became AgriLife
Extension’s associate direc-
tor for county operations
Aug. 10, 2023. Kingston
introduced Salinas, praised
the work of outgoing agent
Hannah Galloway and high-
lighted AgriLife Extension’s
contributions, including
childcare provider training,
health programs like Walk

Across Texas and youth de-
velopment through 4-H.

The Commissioners Court
unanimously approved
Salinas’ appointment. “We
are excited to welcome
Amanda to our team and
anticipate the valuable im-
pact she will have on our
community,” said Precinct
1 Commissioner Kevin

Andrews.

Salinas expressed her en-
thusiasm for working with
Hood County residents and
is eager to engage with local
master gardeners and other
community programs.

HOOD OUTDOORS

Dove Season in Texas!

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

As a licensed professional fishing guide,
Michael Acosta shows you how to find them.
The Granbury resident of 30 years has been
fishing all his life and has been a licensed
guide since 1998.

ove season will start again this Septem-
ber as it always does, and Texas hunters
will be out in force. Dove season is like
a holiday event in Texas. Dove season
for the north zone runs from Sept. 1 through Nov.
10 and again from Dec. 20 to Jan. 7. The Central
Zonme starts Sept. 1 and runs through Oct. 27 and
again from Dec.13 through Jan. 21. Hood County
is in the Central Zone. Consult the Texas Parks and
Wildlife 2005 — 2006 Outdoor Annual for all regu-

lations and limits.

The dove limit this year is
15 dove per day (white wing,
mourning and white tipped)
with no more than two white
tipped. Possession is limited
to three times the daily bag
limit. Special white wing ar-
eas season in the South Zone
is Sept. 1-2, 5-8 and 13.

The South Zone, for those
of you heading south, is Sept
14 through Oct 27 and Dec
13 through Jan 21. Limit is
the same in the south zone
as itis for the North and
Central zones.

All across North America,
from Mexico to Canada, the
mourning dove is the most
popular migratory game
bird in North America. This
bird is extremely sport-

ing. The mourning dove’s
speedy flight and its ability
to change directions quickly
make it a difficult target at
times.

The most successful dove
hunters generally begin
their season by scouting
possible feeding and water-
ing areas prior to hunting
season. Typical areas that
many hunters look for are
areas with wild sunflower,
recently harvested grain or
hay fields and, of course, if
there is water nearby this
may help especially during a
dry summer.

Once you find an area to
hunt, set up where you be-
lieve the birds will fly from
their roost to where they

will feed. Many will set up
near water. It is good to have
some cover if possible or
camouflage, though many
will sit in open areas on the
edge of open fields.

Many dove hunters will
work together in an area
to keep birds moving. It is
advisable to have a good dis-
tance between each hunter
for safety reasons. If you are
hunting close together, it is
a good idea to decide where
each person’s shooting win-
dow is. Another option is to
take turns, but this doesn’t
work too well when a bunch
of birds are flying.

One thing about dove
hunting is that it does not
take a whole lot of equip-
ment. A camouflage t-shirt
and hat, a bucket to sit on
and a shotgun and you are
in business. You may want
to have some sunscreen
and an ice chest this time of
year. Don’t forget the bug
repellent.

Twelve- or 20-gauge shot-
guns with improved cylinder
or modified chokes are the
most popular guns. Smaller
gauge shotguns can be used
as well, but they require you
to be a better shot as you
have less shot to kill with.
Regardless of which gauge
is chosen, it is a good idea
to pattern your gun before
the season begins. It is also
a good idea to practice on
some clay targets before
heading out, as these flighty
birds can be really sporty.

DENTAL CARE
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Father and son during dove season setting up decoys

There are a few different
ways to clean dove, but the
way I was taught as a kid is
to remove the head, push
the feathers off of the breast
and pull out its breast. Some
folks cut the breast out.

Dove are excellent table
fare and can be cooked a
number of ways. Many folks
will fry or grill the breast.
Many local recipes include
baking or grilling the breast
wrapped in bacon.

If you get a chance, get out
there and enjoy a dove hunt.
Don’t forget your eye and
hearing protection.

HOOD COUNTY

FISHING REPORT
Remember, hunting and
fishing licenses are on sale.

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,
Landscapers,
Plumbers,
Electricians,
Mechanics,
Carpenters,
Painters,
and more...

Most licenses expire Aug. 31.
Don’t get caught with an ex-
pired license.

Lake Granbury water level
is falling and it about 1.5 feet
low. Watch for submerged
obstructions. Water tem-
peratures are in the upper
80s to low 90s. We could use
a good rain to cool things
off and to bring the lake
back up. Thermocline is
still present around 20 feet
down on the lower ends.
Striped bass on Granbury
are slow to fair to 10 pounds
on trolled Alabama rigs and
live bait fished from Striper
Alley to the dam. White bass
(sand bass) are fair to good
on trolled baits and slabs
from in town by the Shores
to Indian Harbor in 10 to

HCNEWS.COM

SUDOKU

Solution for the puzzle on
Aug. 24

Puzzle by websudoku.com

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

15 feet of water. Some sand
bass are chasing bait in open
water. Largemouth bass are
fair to good on deep diving
crankbaits and soft plastics
worked near humps and
ridges off creek channels.
Some good topwater action
reported in major creek
entrances and main lake
points. Crappie fishing is
good on small minnows and
jigs fished off standing tim-
ber from near Waters Edge
to DeCordova Bend Estates.
Catfish are active on many
areas of the lake. Best cat-
fish action is reported late
evening or night on cut shad
and prepared baits. Look for
flats and humps off the main
channel about 15 feet deep.
See you on the water!
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Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT!
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and
worry free!

/l/r:é N e P

/ B t e NO second visit
e edcs of e NO need to get numbed multiple times
Hﬂm's |eu’//,7/,9 e NO goopy impressions (it’s all done digitally)

e NO need to wear temporary crowns for weeks and weeks
CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!

Dr. Alexander Smith | Dr. Katrina Fisher
| Granbury | 817.886.8297 | www.westbluffdentalcare.com

RUNNER-UP,

310 W. BIuff St.

CLASSIFIEDS

www.hcnews.com
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science and technology opportunity

From Staff Reports

Paola Lumbreras of

Granbury was one of 32 mid-

dle school students who at-
tended the Joint Science and
Technology Institute East,
an educational opportunity
to expand their knowledge
and experience in science,
technology, engineering and
math (STEM). JSTI Eastis a
one-week residential pro-

gram in Maryland for current

middle school students that
exposes them to scientific
research through hands-

on projects. There is also a
two-week component for
high school students, teach-
ers, and alumni of the JSTI
program.

Lumbreras collaborated
with scientists and was
mentored by Department
of Defense scientists and

www.hcnews.com

AMS student Paola Lumbreras attends prestigious

experts in STEM fields.
Students worked with their
peers to complete a hands-
onresearch project in a pro-
fessional lab setting. Project
topics included: Raspberry
Pi, Forensic Chemistry
Water Quality and Antibiotic
Discovery.

The educational program,
held July 20-26, was a fully-

funded research opportunity

for middle school students

from the United States and
from U.S. Department of
Defense schools around the
world. It was sponsored by
the Chemical and Biological
Defense Program and man-
aged by Oak Ridge Institute
for Science and Education.
The program encouraged
students to gain confidence
in their own abilities, in-
creased STEM literacy and
exposed students to the im-

portance of STEM through
hands-on research.

“We love this weeklong
immersive event for stu-
dents. It’s an opportunity to
learn from a mentor — re-
searchers who are experts
in a STEM field — in a real-
world setting,” said ORISE
Associate Manager Jennifer
Tyrell. “JSTT opens the door
for middle schoolers to
perform research in an area

they’re interested in, expe-
rience a day-in-the-life of
people who work in that field
and make relevant network-
ing connections. Our par-
ticipants gain so much value
from this program.”

For a complete list of JSTI
participants visit, https://
orise.orau.gov/jstieast/par-
ticipants.htm.
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PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

re you ready to

take your meals

to new heights?

On August 31st,
get ready to celebrate
National Eat Outside Day
by enjoying your favor-
ite foods in the great
outdoors!

National Eat Outside
Day is all about embracing
nature, soaking up the sun-
shine, and savoring deli-
cious meals al fresco style.
Whether you're picnicking
in the park, dining on the
patio, or having a backyard
barbecue, this special day
encourages everyone to
step outside and enjoy the
beauty of nature while en-

- OR

joying good food and great
company.

There's something mag-
ical about eating outside
- the fresh air, the warm
sunshine, and the sounds
of nature all around. It's a
chance to escape the hustle
and bustle of everyday life
and connect with the world
around us in a meaningful
way.

So, how can you celebrate
National Eat Outside Day
on August 31st? The op-
tions are endless!

Gather your friends and
family for a picnic in the
park, complete with sand-
wiches, salads, and refresh-
ing drinks. Spread out a

©

Aug 31, 2024

blanket, lay out some tasty
treats, and enjoy a leisurely
meal surrounded by na-
ture's beauty.

If you prefer a more ca-
sual affair, fire up the grill
and host a backyard barbe-
cue. Grill up some burg-
ers, hot dogs, and veggies,
and invite your loved ones
to join you for an outdoor
feast filled with laughter
and good times.

Feeling adventurous?
Pack a backpack with some
snacks and hit the trails
for a scenic hike. Find a
picturesque spot along the
way to stop and enjoy a
picnic lunch while taking in
breathtaking views of the

B

great outdoors.

No matter how you
choose to celebrate,
National Eat Outside Day
is all about enjoying de-
licious food in the fresh
air and sunshine. So grab
your picnic basket, fire up
the grill, or lace up your
hiking boots, and let's
make August 31sta day to
remember!

Remember, the most
important thing is to have
fun and enjoy the simple
pleasures of outdoor din-
ing with friends and family.
Happy National Eat Outside
Day, everyone! Let's make
it a deliciously memorable
celebration!

The Granbury Lady Pirates are hosting their annual Granbury Volleyball Classic from Aug. 22-24 at Granbury High School. Photos are from
day one and day two of the classic. For full galleries go to hcnews.com.

GHS Volleyball Classic

Picnic
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Word Bank

1. nature
5. basket
9. scenic

2. hiking
6. park
10. sandwich

3. camping
7. lunch
11. blanket

4. table
8. picnic

THE VICTORIANS EMBRACED PICNICS AS

A WAY TO ESCAPE THE CONSTRAINTS OF

THEIR FORMAL SOCIETY AND CONNECT
WITH NATURE.

RNING CENTER

Behind Acton Elementary
3015 James Rd.
Granbury, TX
817-326-5330

THE

Best.:

HoodCounty
T Nows

2111 E.Hwy. 377
Granbury, TX
817-573-2808

Reinke Family
Owned Since 1999
www.creations-childcare.com
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NATIONAL COLLECTOR"S

ESTATE BUYERS GUILD
BUYING EVENT! 5 DAYS ONLY!

AN o NI N T NIRRT NN TR
BUYING ALL COINS

BRING IN ANY & ALL COINS FOR A FREE EVALUATION! NO OBLIGATION! ABSOLUTE TOP DOLLAR PAID!
Indian heads, Coronets, Liberties, Eagles, St. Gaudens -- WE BUY ALL COINS!
ALL COMMEMORATIVE COINS, ROLLS, U.S. SINGLE COINS OR COMPLETE SETS SILVER DOLLARS:

SETS, CERTIFIED & PROOFS Silver quarter, dimes & halves BlowingiH att, .corsmssmmmans 1794-1798
ALL PCGS, NGC, ANACS, & ICG, PROOFS & SETS Three cent pieces - 1889 & older Heraldic Eagle........ccoccoienea. 1798-1804

"Two cent pieces - 1873 & older Gobtecht dollars.........cceciniccnanee. 1836-1839
GOLD U.S. & FOREIGN COINS Indian head 1 cents - 1909 & older Liberty Seated ..o 1840-1873

Gold Bullion, Krugertands, US. Eagles, Canadian Maple Large cents - 1857 & older Trade dollars ..o 1873-1875
Leafs, Mexican 50 Pesos, Chinese Pandas, All Proof Sets...... Half cents - 1857 & older Morgan dollars e 1878-1904
Price Based On Market Value. Standing Liberty 25 cents Peace dollas...... MIOPIS 1935 p
Walking Liberty 50 cents :
Flying Fagles/Indian cents
Barber dimes
Mercury dimes
g —

‘‘‘‘‘

BUYING ALL GOLD

ESTATE JEWELRY & SCRAP! ,
§
.L

BUYING ALL SILVER

ABSOLUTE TOP DOLLAR PAID ON ANYTHING MADE OF SILVER!

SCRAP/BROKEN SILVER, ALL KINDS, ERAS & CONDITIONS

We buy all types of Sterling silver by all manufacturers and :
make with emphasis on finer, more ornate pieces. + =

ABSpLUTE TOP DOLLAR PAID ON ANYTHING MADE OF GOLD!
: CLEAN, BROKEN OR DAMAGED SCRAP GOLD, FINF q
JEWELRY, ALL CONDITIONS b
b * Necklaces  * Rings e Charms
* Bracelets * Watches * Pendants
* Broaches e Chains

* Full flatware sets * Tea Sets

* Single flatware item * Trays

* Punch bowl & sets * Candclabras &
* Pitchers * Silver jewelty &
* Spoons, forks, knives 4

¢ Barrings

Anything gold...

GOLD IS AT AN ALL ‘
TIME HIGH!

e T, I:i

*We pay more for rare or unusual items.

N e =

BUYING WRIST & POCKET WATCHES

ABSOLUTE TOP DOLLAR PAID!
ALL KINDS, ALL TIME PERIODS, ALL CONDITIONS'

=
'

[y

:-r“‘-
a"

BUYING PAPER CURRENCY/ BAN K NOTES
BRING IN ANY & ALL CURRENCY FOR A FREE EVALUATION!

Gubeli El

Gramn . * ABSOLUTE TOP DOLLAR PAID - ALL. CONDITIONS!

Ea:inlrlrtloil _ IR’:tlelfPhilipp %’.a Small & Large Notes, All Denominations, Confederate,

udemars rigue @ € .

Cartier Omega ( " L.'.' ' Fractional Currency, Silver & Gold Certificates.

Ditishiem Benrus Son

Breitling Panerai Confederate (Pre-1864) Gold & Silver Certificates
%g( ﬂ' !
*WORKING OR NOT

BUYING ESTATE & VINTAGE ]EWELRY
ABSOLUTE TOP DOLLAR PAID! ESTATE/VINTAGE

Cameos Victotian s
Btooches Earrings o i : BUYING ALL SHAPE DIAMONDS
Necklaces Bracelets = 5
Chatin Bracelcts  CochillRgs & r 1 CARAT AND LARGER - ABSOLUTE TOP DOLLAR PAID!
Pendants Pendants 5' 3 ‘ o
CoOSTUME JEWELRY 1 Catdtmmmmsmmmossnmmmasy $30,000 Y
Hat pins Sk Bors Aol Tiss O $50,000 h-ﬁg}'?'_'{"
Compacts Marcasite ITtems Bakelite Items 3 Catat ormmmmnnmssanmsas $75,000 £
. 4 Cuff links Figural pins Bracelets 07 N $150,000 w i _,im“
e Gold Ttems Necklaces Rhinestone Ttems 5 CALAL ervvvvve s csresssessesss e $500,000 ! Fors
] 3 Earrings '-ﬁ*]‘*' ;
*All kinds, all eras, all conditions :
Lalique, Zippo Designer Mili
/ : tary Items
Instruments sg?lf’ce‘:l“g ;‘s‘gl ngg ers ]ew%Ilry Antique Toys Mg’c“(t)t'i}a“c V“étgr%ﬁcp ﬁ?}gﬁz & Swords

Collector Pens

A5
| IV ! ’_
il‘

-

LO CATI ONS
Monday, September 2nd
through Friday, September 6th
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Comfort Suites

located at 903 Harbor Lakes Dr.,
Granbury, TX 76048

BONUS & BoNUS! |

1 "“
| to anyone who comes and \1;
tems to evaluate for a totz

on your gold & silver jewelry =

& for Senior Citizens and E |
Ls i ACthC or Retired Military ,, ossible Bonus of 30% :
< Expires 9/6/24 1! er Expires 9/6/24

brings a friend who has For More Information Call

682.239.9937
NationalCollectorsGuild@gmail.com
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Voice of Granbury Audition Night returns for sixth year

BY EDEN DUNCAN GILBREATH
Special to the Hood County News
eden@hcnews.com

Thursday, Sept. 5, Granbury
Live hosts The Voice of Granbury
Audition Night. The event begins at
7:30 p.m.

This is the sixth year of the Voice
of Granbury fundraising event
for the Kiwanis Club. The Voice’s
“Main Event” show takes place in
January, with Audition Night occur-
ring place in September. The top
three performers from Audition
Night will qualify for the January
show, and the winner earns $250.
Winners are determined by audi-
ence vote.

The participants for Thursday
night’s Audition Night are Josh Lee,
Barry Bentle, Debby Gordon, Jenny
Sturges, Bailey Roy, Santos Naranjo,
Joe Savage, Faith Thompson,
Elizabeth Treat, Susanne Boston,
Jenn Helm and Courtney Current.

Josh Lee — Lee is from Granbury
and moved here more than 25
years ago. He’s 36 years old and has
been singing since he was 2 years
old. His mother and father gifted
him with a natural talent and love
for all genres of music. He's been a
part of a few bands over the years
and played locally and around the
state. He is super excited to be a
part of the lineup and can’t wait to
see what happens.

Barry Bentle — Bentle was born in
Texas and has a wonderful family.
A business owner for many years,
he is now working in the radiology
field. Perhaps the Elvis concert his
dad took him to as a kid was what
hooked him on music. He has been
singing ever since. His family en-
joys several different genres of mu-
sic, and his children now have that
same excitement for singing.

Jenny Sturges — Sturges is a wor-
ship leader and Christian songwrit-
er, vocalist and pianist. She’s been
living in Granbury since 2006. She’s
a computer nerd by day — aka
software support technician. She
plays music at various events and
churches around the D-FW area.

COURTESY PHOTOS

The participants for Thursday night’s Audition Night are (Top Left to right) Josh Lee, Barry Bentle, Debby Gordon, Jenny Sturges, Bailey Roy, Santos Naranjo, Joe Savage,

Faith Thompson, Elizabeth Treat, Susanne Boston, Jenn Helm and Courtney Current.

Her biggest passion is being a mom
to her beautiful children — Luke,
18, Grace, 16, Abby, 8 and Anna, 7
(her little girl in heaven). She’s been
through a lot in her life, but God

is her lifeline, her anchor and her
hope.

Bailey Roy — Roy is the daugh-
ter of Shawn and Lindsay Roy and
is the oldest child of three. She is a
sophomore at GHS. She strives for

academic excellence, because she
knows being the best at everything
she does will open opportunities
for her future. She is involved in
FFA and loves spending all her free
time fishing. Deep sea is her favor-
ite, but she is happy in any setting.
Her future focus is to become a
traveling therapeutic farrier and
have a taxidermist job on the side.
Santos Naranjo — Naranjo was

born and raised in Corpus Christi.
His passion for singing began at
an early age, and in high school he
joined the choir. The choir toured
several cities, including Granbury
in the late ‘80s, and that is when
he dreamed of moving here in the
future. In 2012, that dream came

true. Santos has been running kara-

oke shows at many other local ven-
ues over the past 12 years. In addi-

tion, he has volunteered his time
and singing voice at several charita-
ble events that include the VFW and
Honoring Hometown Heroes.

Joe Savage — Savage grew up in
North Fort Worth, but he now lives
in Granbury. After a failed profes-
sional career, Joe started earning
his living making music. Over the

PLEASE SEE VOICE | C2

Grace under pressure:

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the

Hood County News

micky@hcnews.com

Everyday life is full of little
challenges that can catch us
off guard and drain our en-
ergy. From dealing with a diffi-
cult co-worker to facing unex-
pected traffic on the way to an
important appointment, these
moments can trigger nega-
tive reactions that make us
feel overwhelmed, stressed or
even angry. But what if there
were a way to handle these sit-
uations with grace, preserving
our energy and staying true to
our best selves?

At the heart of our reactions
to these daily annoyances are
deep-rooted, subconscious
fears that stem from our evo-
lutionary past. These fears
are part of the fight-or-flight
response, which was essential
for survival when our ances-
tors faced real dangers like
wild animals or hostile envi-
ronments. Today, however,
these responses are often out
of place, leading us to over-
react to situations that aren’t
life-threatening.

But there’s good news! By
recognizing these ingrained
responses and applying a
few simple strategies, we can
navigate life’s challenges with
grace and ease. Here are five

powerful tips to help you
maintain your composure and
stay positive, no matter what
life throws your way.

1. Ground yourself: Calm
the storm within

The first step in dealing with
any challenge is to ground
yourself. When you feel the
stress rising, pause and take
a few deep, slow breaths. This
simple act sends a signal to
your brain that you are safe,
allowing your body to calm
down and switch off the
fight-or-flight response. Deep
breathing helps to bring your
focus back to the present mo-
ment, making it easier to as-
sess the situation calmly and
rationally.

Try this quick exercise the
next time you're faced with
a stressful situation: breathe
in slowly for a count of four,
hold for four and then exhale
for a count of four. Repeat this
cycle three or four times, and
you’'ll notice a significant re-
duction in your stress levels.

2. Think of your ideal self:
Aspire to be the best version
of you

When challenges arise, it’s
easy to slip into a negative
mindset, but this only adds
to your stress and frustra-
tion. Instead, take a moment
to think of your ideal self —
the person you want to be in
these situations. This could
be someone who is patient,

kind and understanding, even
when faced with difficulties.

Focusing on your highest
potential can help you shift
your mindset and respond in
away that aligns with your
values. This not only helps
you avoid feelings of guilt and
regret later but also promotes
personal growth. Over time,
consistently striving to be
your ideal self in challenging
situations will become a natu-
ral habit.

3. Appreciate the goodness
in others: Let go of grudges

In the heat of the moment,
it’s easy to focus on the faults
of others, especially when
they seem to be the cause of
our problems. However, hold-

Mastering life’s daily challenges

ing onto grudges only keeps
you stuck in a negative loop.
Instead, try to see the good-
ness in others, even in difficult
situations.

Recognizing the strengths
and positive qualities in those
around you can help you to let
go of anger and resentment.
This doesn’t mean you have to
ignore bad behavior, but rath-
er that you choose to focus on
the positive aspects of the per-
son. This shift in perspective
can make a huge difference in
how you feel and how you re-
spond to challenges.

4. Embody grace: Align
your actions with calmness

PLEASE SEE GRACE | C4

A life of adventure

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff writes
lauren@hcnews.com

Frankie Bone, 36, a be-
loved member of the
Granbury community,
passed away tragically in
a car accident Friday, Aug.
9. The accident occurred
near Garcia’s Restaurant
on Farm-to-Market Road 4,
just three miles from his
home. The exact cause of
the accident remains under
investigation.

Bone, known for his ad-
venturous spirit and love of
the outdoors, was a talented
photographer, painter and
writer. Though not yet pub-
lished, he authored three
books, two of which were
completed before his death.

A born-again Christian,
Bone had battled anxiety
and depression for much
of his life. His love for
travel and exploration was
matched only by his devo-
tion to his family.

The evening of the ac-
cident, Frankie Bone had
visited his father in Thorp
Spring and was on his way
home for dinner when

the tragedy occurred. His
mother, Denise Bone, who
had just finished cooking
pork chops, grew concerned
when he didn’t answer her
calls — something entire-
ly out of character for her
son, who always respond-
ed promptly. “I called him
a hundred times a day,”
Denise Bone said. “We all
did.”

Denise Bone’s concern
deepened when Bone’s fa-
ther mentioned that Frankie
Bone had left his house 30
minutes earlier but still
hadn’t arrived home. Denise
Bone continued to call,
only to be met with silence.
Unbeknownst to her, first
responders were already at
the crash site, working des-
perately to save her son.

The wreck occurred at
9:04 p.m.; Denise Bone’s
phone showed she had
called her son seven times
between 9:10 and 9:22 p.m.
An officer eventually an-
swered one of those calls,
delivering the devastat-
ing news that Frankie had
passed away.

Frankie Bone’s car had re-
portedly gone off the road,

and love;

overcorrected and ramped
over a driveway culvert
before landing in a small
grove of trees. The impact
of the crash was severe, but
the exact details of what
caused the accident remain
unclear. Police have not in-
dicated any evidence of foul
play, and Frankie Bone was
not under the influence of
drugs or alcohol at the time
of the crash. His mother
suspects amedical issue,
possibly a heart attack,
could have played a role.

Despite the tragic cir-
cumstances, Denise Bone
takes solace in the fact that
her son appeared peace-
ful in his final moments.
“He doesn’t have a scratch
on him,” she said. “I've
seen him three times since
the accident, and he looks
beautiful.”

Frankie Bone’s funer-
al was held at Granbury
Baptist Church Aug.
17, where hundreds of
friends and family mem-
bers gathered to pay their
respects. The service was
followed by a procession
to Holly Hill Memorial
Park, with the Granbury

remembering Frankie Bone

Police Department assist-
ing in blocking traffic to
ensure the safety of those
attending.

Lee Jackson, the funeral
director at Brown Owens &
Brumley Funeral Home in
Fort Worth, remarked on
the large turnout and the
overwhelming support for
Frankie’s family. “I felt like
it was a beautiful tribute
paid to Frankie in respect
to the number of people in
attendance,” Jackson said.
“We had 250 memorial
handouts and ran out pretty
quick after people started
coming.”

“The church was full,”
younger brother David Bone
said, “And the parking lot
was packed.”

The Bone family contin-
ues to await the results of
the crash investigation. In

PLEASE SEE FRANKIE | C2

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Several days after Frankie Bone's
death, a graffiti rendering of his
name was drawn on the bridge
over Lake Granbury.
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Why do sellers and buyers rarely meet before closing?

BY PAM KNIEPER

Typically, in Real Estate
sales, buyers and sellers
rarely meet each other be-
fore closing. Have you ever
wondered why? As a general
rule, real estate agents frown
on buyers and sellers having
face time. Things can get re-
ally messy, really fast, and
itis our job to prevent that
from happening, hence the
effort to keep buyers and
sellers apart.

Pam Knieper, Broker/Owner of Knieper Real
Estate, is and has been the #1 Top Producer
for more than 15 years in Hood County and
running. She is known as the Waterfront
Expert and the Authority on Real Estate.

Communication between
the principals leaves so
much room for misunder-
standings that can harm the
negotiations. Completely in-
nocent remarks can some-
times turn into unintentional
insults. Buyers excitedly
sharing with the seller their
plans to redecorate can be
perceived by the seller as
an insult to their decorating
style. A seller’s comments

about how much they enjoy
the sounds of children’s
laughter up and down the
street could be a deal killer
for the ‘children should be
seen and not heard’ type of
buyer.

And if one of these small
misunderstandings or mis-
steps happens before all
the contingencies have been
met, what looked like a solid
contract could fall apart.

Sellers and buyers often
want to meet the other par-
ties, and that is understand-
able. Selling the family home
can be an emotional event
and knowing the home is go-
ing to someone that will take
loving care of it can be reas-
suring. Buyers, on the other

hand, love to get first-hand
information about a prop-
erty from the sellers. If it
turns out a seller and buyer
get along, it can make the
transaction much easier. But
what if you don’t get along?
There’s always a chance that
you may not like each other.
If this happens, it could have
the reverse effect and make
negotiations extremely diffi-
cult, if not impossible.

Or, what if you, the seller,
accidentally say something
that could be misconstrued
as a violation of the Fair
Housing Act? Even the most
innocuous remark about the
local churches, or a state-
ment like ‘this is a family
neighborhood’ can be mis-

interpreted as looking for a
certain type of person, and
this type of violation is much
more serious than simply
stepping on someone’s toes.
You could end up in court.
These are just a few of the
reasons most REALTORS®
will agree that the less a
seller knows about a buyer
(except for their financial
ability), the fewer the oppor-
tunities for problems to en-
sue. That doesn’t mean you
should never get to meet.
Right before or right after
closing is the ideal time for
the parties to meet. A short
tour of the home when the
seller can show the buyer
what the secret switch be-
hind the door is for, or how

to operate the sprinkler sys-
tem is a great idea. It’s the
perfect time to meet, shake
hands, and wish each other
luck in your respective new
adventures.

Up until that point, trust
your REALTOR® to man-
age the communications,
it’s one of the major things
you are paying us for. If you
have questions about this
article, or just about Real
Estate in general, please give
us acall at 817-219-0456 or
contact us online at www.
WeSellGranbury.com. We
love hearing from you, and
we love talking about real
estate.

VOICE
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last decade, Savage has re-
leased his original music to
the public and plays weekly
around Texas. His classic
voice and thoughtful lyrics
give his music an appeal
that gets better with each
listen.

Faith Thompson —
Thompson is thrilled to
be a part of the Voice of
Granbury with the chance
to perform for you all. She
is 23, and she’s lived in
Granbury for roughly two-
and-a-half years. Singing

hobby in her life, and she
was inspired by her mom to
start singing. She can’t wait
to share her love of this art
with you.

Elizabeth Treat — Music
has always been an essential
part of Treat’s life. Her fam-
ily is known for its musical
gifts. Whether they are lead-
ing worship at church, jam-
ming around a campfire, or
caroling door-to-door dur-
ing the holidays, their songs
and voices can be heard. She
has always had a deep con-
nection to art, poetry, mu-
sic, animals and the beauty
of nature. She believes that

Susanne Boston — Boston
has been singing since she
was a young child. Since
then, she has not stopped
singing. Because others
recognize her love of mu-
sic and her talent, she has
been asked to perform at
various events in and out
of her community. On the
weekends, you can find her
singing karaoke with her
husband. On Sundays, she
will be the mezzo-soprano

singing in the worship team.

Boston has the heart and
ability to make you love her
and her songs.

Jenn Helm — Helm is a

of two boys and has always
had a passion for music.
Growing up, she performed
in church, on various stages,
and even on the Main Street
stage at the Indiana State
Fair. These days, she shares
her love for singing with
her children and enjoys
impromptu performances
in the shower, keeping her
family life lively and joyful.
Courtney Current —
Current is a dedicated pro-
fessional with a passion for
both business and health-
care in her role as Managing
Partner of Concho Hearts
Hospice Granbury. A loving

CoCo of one, she finds joy
in family and community.
Current’s commitment
to her community shines
through her involvement as
a Granbury chamber ambas-
sador and as a member of
the Leadership Granbury
Alumni Class of 2022-23.
Additionally, she is a found-
ing member of the Elder
Care of Hood County Senior
Adult Advocacy Group,
where her advocacy for se-
nior adults makes a lasting
impact.

Debby Gordon — Gordon
moved to Granbury
in October 2020 from

knew Granbury from liv-
ing in Fort Worth for 31
years. She recently retired
as the event coordinator
for the Historic Granbury
Merchants Association
since 2021. Her dogs are
her babies as she has no
children. Gordon sings
with the Granbury Civic
Chorus where she is begin-
ning her third year. She is
involved with the Kiwanis of
Granbury along with other
organizations like the Opera
Guild and Forward Training
Center.

Tickets may be purchased
at ticketstothecity.com/
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the meantime, they cher-
ish the memories of a son,
brother, father and uncle
who brought joy and love to
everyone he met. His love for
travel and exploration was
matched only by his devo-
tion to his family.

Frankie and David Bone
were close brothers. “I
looked up to him so much.

.N_ L

sometimes read each other’s
minds like twins,” David
Bone said. “I'm devastated
without him. Life is painful
without him.”

According to Denise Bone,
Frankie Bone’s pride and
joy was his 17-year-old son,
Brayden Bleeker, who was
his best friend and looked
just like him.

“You couldn’t walk away

-_— ——

Bone, Frankie Bone’s sister-
in-law. Frankie Bone’s love
for his family and friends,
his deep Christian faith, and
his desire to help others bat-
tling depression defined his
life.

“Frankie was adventurous.
He loved adventure,” Denise
Bone shared, “He would
grab a fishing pole, take us
camping, we'd go deep-sea

4
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alegacy of love, adventure
and creativity. Denise Bone
takes comfort in the knowl-
edge that her son is at peace,
and the community’s sup-
port has provided some sol-
ace during this tragic time.
Frankie’s story is a reminder
of the profound impact one
life can have on so many.
“We don’t have regrets,”
Denise Bone said. “He knew

keeping me together is what
I know about Frankie,” she
explained, “And I know it’s
going to be up and down, but
I'll tell you, knowing your
kids are Christian makes all
the difference in the world.”

COURTESY PHOTO
Photographer, writer and
painter Frankie Bone loved
people and life.
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“Life is like a box of choco-
lates. You never know what
you're going to get.” This
famous line from one of my
favorite movies, “Forrest
Gump,” perfectly encap-
sulates the unpredictable
nature of life. We often find
ourselves navigating through
unexpected challenges, just
as we discover the variety of
flavors hidden within a box
of chocolates.

Life is, in fact, a series of
unpredictable events, often
filled with ups and downs.
It’s easy to feel on top of
the world when things are
going well. But when life
takes a turn for the worse,
it’s just as easy to feel lost,
overwhelmed and discon-
nected. During these chal-
lenging moments, there are
certain truths that can help
anchor us, guiding us back
to a place of peace and resil-
ience. While seemingly obvi-
ous, these truths are often
forgotten in the heat of the
moment. Let’s explore five
essential things to remember
during tough times.

1. Life is short and
unpredictable

Deep down, we all know
that life is fleeting, and noth-
ing is guaranteed. Yet, when
faced with the reality of
mortality — whether it’s our
own or that of someone we
love — we're often caught
off guard. It’s like missing
the last step on a staircase,
momentarily throwing us off
balance. This truth, though
difficult to fully grasp, can
serve as a powerful reminder
to live fully today.

Instead of letting the fear
of death or the unknown
paralyze you, let it moti-
vate you to live more boldly.
Don’t wait for tomorrow to
take action on your dreams,
spend time with loved ones,
or experience the joy of the
present moment. Life’s most
significant loss isn’t death
itself but the opportunities
we miss because we’re too
afraid to take that next step.
So, embrace today with cour-
age and passion, and make
the most of your time.

2. Change is inevitable

One of life’s constants is
change. No matter how sta-
ble things might seem at the
moment, change is always on
the horizon. Change can be
daunting to think about, es-
pecially when we’re comfort-
able or when it’s unwelcome.
But it’s important to remem-

www.hcnews.com

Remembering what matters: 5 truths for tough times

ber that change is often nec-
essary for growth.

Consider this: the situation
you're in right now, whether
good or bad, will not last for-
ever. Circumstances evolve,
people come and go, and
what seems overwhelming
today may be a distant mem-
ory tomorrow. By accepting
and adapting to change, you
can find peace in the pres-
ent and hope for the future.
Remember, every season
of life has its purpose, and
every challenge brings with
it an opportunity to grow
stronger and wiser.

3. Your response is your
power

We can’t control every-
thing that happens to us,
but we can control how we
respond. This truth is a cor-
nerstone of resilience. In
challenging times, it’s easy
to feel powerless, but by fo-
cusing on our reactions and
decisions, we can regain con-
trol over our lives.

Patience and perseverance
are key. It’s not about wait-
ing for things to improve but
about maintaining a posi-
tive attitude while working
toward a better outcome.
Your actions, more than
your words, define who you
are. And often, the most
powerful thing you can do

is to let go of what you can-
not change and focus on
what you can — yourself.
By adjusting your mindset
and approach, you can turn
even the most difficult situ-
ations into opportunities for
growth.

4, Hard times build
strength

There’s a saying that goes,
“What doesn’t kill you makes
you stronger.” While it may
sound cliché, it holds a sig-
nificant truth. The storms of
life — those difficult, trying
times — are often the very
experiences that shape us
into who we are meant to be.

Hardships strip away the
nonessentials, leaving be-
hind only what truly matters.
They force us to confront
our deepest fears, to endure
pain, and to push beyond
our limits. And in doing so,
they reveal an inner strength
we may not have known we
possessed. It’s in the midst
of these struggles that we
often find our most signifi-
cant source of resilience and
growth. So, when you're fac-
ing a tough time, remember
that it’s not just about sur-
viving — it’s about emerging
stronger on the other side.

5. Embrace the unknown

One of the most unsettling
aspects of life is not know-
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We can't control everything that happens to us, but we can control

how we respond.

ing what the future holds.
But uncertainty doesn’t have
to be a source of anxiety;

it can also be a source of
freedom. When you accept
that you don’t have all the
answers, you open yourself
up to new possibilities and
experiences.

Life’s greatest adventures
often come when we let go
of our need for control and
allow ourselves to be carried
by the winds of change. You
may not know where you're

headed, but that’s okay.
What’s important is that you
keep moving forward, trust-
ing that the journey itself
will lead you to where you
need to be.

As you navigate life’s un-
certainties, keep your mind
open and your spirit willing.
The path may be winding
and unpredictable, but it’s
on this journey that you'll
find growth, new perspec-
tives and perhaps even joy in
the unexpected.

Nurturing the soul:

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the

Hood County News
micky@hcnews.com

In today’s fast-paced
world, getting caught up in
the whirlwind of our daily
routines is easy. We juggle
work, relationships, hobbies
and the ever-present ping
of notifications, often feel-
ing like we're racing against
the clock. But amidst all this
chaos, we possess two in-
credible gifts: the luxury of
looking after ourselves and
the honor of looking after
each other. Though simple in
concept, these two acts hold
immense power in shaping
our lives and communities
for the better.

THE LUXURY OF SELF-CARE
Self-care has become some-
what of a buzzword in recent
years, but it’s much more
than just a trend. At its core,
self-care is about nurturing
our physical, emotional and
mental well-being. It’s the lux-
ury of pausing in a busy day
to ask, “What do I need right
now?” Whether it’s a walk

in the park, a quiet moment
with a book, or simply getting
enough sleep, these small
acts of self-care accumulate
to create a life of balance and
fulfillment.

Consider this: just like a car
needs fuel and maintenance
to run smoothly, we need to
recharge and tend to our-
selves to operate at our best.
Self-care is that maintenance.
It’s not selfish or indulgent;
it’s essential. When prioritiz-
ing our well-being, we become
more resilient, energized and
ultimately more capable of
handling life’s demands.

But self-care isn’t just about
bubble baths and face masks
(though those are great, too!).
It’s about setting boundar-
ies, saying no when neces-
sary, and allowing ourselves
the space to grow. It’s about
recognizing that we deserve
to be cared for by ourselves
first and foremost. When
we embrace this, we create a
foundation that supports us
in being our best selves.

THE HONOR OF
CARING FOR OTHERS

While self-care is vital,

The power of self-care and community

we must also recognize the
deep, inherent value of look-
ing after each other. Human
beings are social creatures
wired for connection and
community. When we care
for others, we enrich not
only their lives but also our
own.

A special kind of joy
comes from acts of kindness
— whether it’s lending a lis-
tening ear, offering a helping
hand, or simply being there
for someone in need. These
moments of connection re-
mind us that we're all in this
together and that our lives
are intertwined in a web of
shared experiences.

Caring for others doesn’t
require grand gestures. It’s
in the little things: check-
ing in on a friend, sharing a
meal, or offering words of
encouragement. These acts
may seem small, but their
impact is profound. They
create ripples of positivity
that extend far beyond the
immediate moment.

Moreover, when we sup-
port others, we foster a
sense of community and
belonging. We create en-

vironments where people
feel valued and understood
and where they can thrive.

In turn, we receive the same
care and support, reinforc-
ing the idea that we are never
truly alone.

THE SYNERGY OF SELF-CARE

AND CARING FOR OTHERS

Interestingly, the luxury
of self-care and the honor
of caring for others are not
mutually exclusive. In fact,
they complement each other
beautifully. They are two
sides of the same coin. When
we take care of ourselves,
we have more to give to
others. We’re more patient,
more empathetic and better
equipped to handle the chal-
lenges that come our way.

Conversely, when we care
for others, we often find a
sense of purpose and fulfill-
ment that enhances our own
well-being. It’s a beautiful cy-
cle — by nurturing ourselves,
we become better caregivers,
and by caring for others, we
enrich our own lives.

In a culture that often em-
phasizes rugged individual-
ism, productivity and suc-
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We possess two incredible gifts: the luxury of looking after ourselves
and the honor of looking after each other.

cess, it’s crucial to remember
that taking care of ourselves
and each other is the true
measure of a well-lived life.
We have the luxury of look-
ing after ourselves, and it’s
a luxury we should never
take for granted. But we also
have the honor of looking
after each other, and in that,
we find the heart of what it

means to be human.

So, as you go about your
day, ask yourself: How can I
care for myself today? And
how can I care for someone
else? In answering these
questions, you'll find a deep-
er connection to the world
around you and a greater
sense of peace within.

Slump Survival Guide: How to navigate tough times with grace

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the

Hood County News
micky@hcnews.com

We've all been there — the
days when everything feels
heavier, when the simple act
of getting out of bed feels
like a monumental task. It’s
as if motivation has taken an
unannounced vacation, leav-
ing you to trudge through
your daily routines with
no energy or enthusiasm.
Welcome to what many of us
know as a “slump.”

Slumps are those difficult
periods where our mood and

motivation plummet, mak-
ing even the simplest tasks
feel overwhelming. Whether
triggered by a significant life
event or appearing out of no-
where, slumps can be frus-
trating and disheartening.
But here’s the good news:
slumps are not permanent.
With the right approach, you
can find your way out, and
you don’t need to push your-
self to the brink to do it. In
fact, the best way to navigate
a slump is with kindness and
compassion toward yourself.
Let’s explore how.

1. Accept where you are

One of the first and most
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Slumps are an inevitable part of life, but they don’t have to define

you.

important steps in overcom-
ing a slump is to accept it.
It’s easy to fall into the trap
of self-criticism, telling your-
self you should be more pro-
ductive or that you should
be feeling better. However,
this kind of thinking only
deepens the slump. Instead,
acknowledge how you'’re
feeling without judgment.

Imagine your emotions
are knocking at your door.
Instead of pretending you’re
not home, open the door and
invite them in. Acknowledge
them for what they are —
signals that something needs
your attention. By accepting
your feelings, you can start
to manage them rather than
letting them control you.

2. Reclaim your routine,
one step at a time

When you’re in a slump,
routines often go out the
window. The habits that
once kept you grounded can
suddenly feel impossible to
maintain. Rather than trying
to jump back into your full
routine all at once, start with
the basics.

Focus on small, manage-
able tasks that don’t over-
whelm you. For example, if
your bedtime routine has
fallen apart, start by setting a
goal to be in bed by a specific
time. Once you've reestab-
lished that small part of your
routine, you can gradually
add more habits back in. The

key is to take it slow and al-
low yourself to rebuild your
routine without pressure.

3. Create a system of gen-
tle accountability

Accountability is often as-
sociated with strict rules and
harsh consequences, but it
doesn’t have to be. In fact,
gentle accountability can be
a powerful tool to help you
stay on track without adding
unnecessary pressure.

Consider creating a system
that works for you—whether
it’s a simple to-do list where
you can check off small tasks
or a supportive group of
friends who can encourage
you without being demand-
ing. This kind of soft disci-
pline can help you maintain
consistency while being kind
to yourself.

4. Understand that feel-
ings aren’t facts

In the depths of a slump,
it’s easy to believe the nega-
tive thoughts that accom-
pany it. You might feel like
you're not good enough, that
you're failing, or that you'll
never get out of this rut. But
it’s important to remember
that feelings, while real, are
not facts.

Your emotions are clues,
guiding you to unmet needs
or unresolved issues. Instead
of letting them dictate your
reality, use them as a com-
pass. Ask yourself what
your feelings are trying to

tell you. Are you exhausted
and in need of rest? Are you
feeling disconnected and in
need of social interaction? By
addressing the underlying
needs, you can start to allevi-
ate some of the emotional
weight.

5. Set achievable goals
When you'’re in a slump,
the idea of setting goals can
feel daunting. You might be

tempted to set big, ambi-
tious goals in an attempt
to pull yourself out of the
slump quickly. However, this
approach often backfires,
leading to feelings of failure
when the goals aren’t met.

Instead, focus on setting
the smallest, most achiev-
able goal possible. For ex-
ample, if you’re struggling to
get moving in the morning,
set a goal to simply put on
your shoes — no need to go
for a run — just put on your
shoes. By setting easy-to-
achieve goals, you can start
to build momentum and re-
gain your confidence.

6. Remember: This too
shall pass

One of the most com-
forting truths about life is
that nothing lasts forever.
Slumps, like all challenging
periods, are temporary. It’s
important to remind your-
self that this difficult time
is just a season, not a life
sentence. My dad had a say-
ing when I was a kid that, as

an adult, has come to mean
a great deal to me. Whenever
an unexpected challenge
arose, he would say, “Never
make a single event big-
ger than it really is.” My dad
wanted us kids to know that
no matter what challenge or
hardship we might be facing
in life, it was only temporary.
During this time, be pa-
tient with yourself. Allow
yourself to move through
the slump at your own pace,
and trust that brighter days
are ahead. The more you can
embrace this mindset, the
easier it will be to navigate
through the tough times
with grace and compassion.

CONCLUSION

Slumps are an inevitable
part of life, but they don’t
have to define you. By ac-
cepting your feelings, re-
claiming your routine, set-
ting achievable goals and
practicing gentle account-
ability, you can start to find
your way out. Remember to
be kind to yourself along the
way — after all, self-com-
passion is one of your most
powerful tools.

So, take a deep breath, give
yourself permission to move
slowly, and trust that you
can get through this. Before
you know it, you'll be back
on track, feeling more mo-
tivated and ready to tackle
whatever comes next.
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Get ready to smile: Chicago
tribute band ‘Beginnings’ comes
to the Granbury Opera House

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the

Hood County News

micky@hcnews.com

If you're a fan of the iconic band
Chicago, you're in for a treat! The
Granbury Theatre Company is thrilled to
present “Beginnings — A Celebration of
the Music of Chicago,” a tribute band that
has been capturing the magic of Chicago’s
music since 2002. The band will perform
three shows at the Historic Granbury
Opera House Friday, Sept. 13 at 7:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, Sept. 14 at 2 p.m. and 7:30
p.m.

ATRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

Formed in New York City, Beginnings
was created out of a shared passion for
the legendary music of Chicago. Known
for its electrifying performances and
note-perfect renditions of Chicago’s hits,
Beginnings has become the nation’s pre-
mier tribute band to America’s favor-
ite rock ‘n’ roll band with horns. Fans
across the country rave about the band’s
ability to recreate the sound and feel of
Chicago’s original, classic-era seven-piece
lineup, bringing to life hits like “25 or 6
to 4,” “Saturday in the Park,” and “If You
Leave Me Now.”

Their performances are fueled by a love
for the music and a dedication to their
fans. Whether you're a longtime fan of
Chicago or new to their music, Beginnings
promises an unforgettable experience.
Grammy Award-winning producer and
engineer Obie O’Brien says it best: “Being
amusician and fan of Chicago for many
years as well as performing in bands that
played Chicago material, I can say un-
equivocally that Beginnings is as close to
the original band as you’ll get!”

MEET THE BAND

Beginnings is composed of an excep-
tional group of musicians who each bring
their own unique flair to the stage:

Doug Woolverton on trumpet, is a ver-
satile musician with a deep love for jazz
and classical music. His trumpet solos
are both powerful and emotional, paying
homage to the original brass section of
Chicago.

Chris Milillo on drums, is the heartbeat
of the band, keeping time with precision
and energy that drives the rhythm sec-
tion to new heights. His drumming is a
tribute to the original power and groove

GRANBURY THEATRE COMPANY — 5

PRESENTS
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The band will perform three shows at the Historic Granbury Opera House Friday, Sept. 13 at
7:30 p.m., and Saturday, Sept. 14 at 2 p.m.and 7:30 p.m.

that Chicago’s percussion brought to the
music.

Lenny La Pinta on bass, anchors the
band with his rock-solid bass lines. His
playing is the foundation that allows the
rest of the band to soar, capturing the es-
sence of Chicago’s sound.

Dan Hendrix on trombone, adds depth
to the brass section with his rich and
smooth playing. His trombone work adds
that extra layer of authenticity to the
band’s performances, making the horns
come alive.

Scott Chasolen on keyboards and vo-
cals, brings a dynamic range to the band,
replicating the intricate keyboard parts
that are a hallmark of Chicago’s music.
His vocal contributions also add to the
lush harmonies that define Chicago’s
sound.

Ryan Ball on guitar and vocals, is the
band’s driving force with his searing

guitar solos and powerful vocals. He cap-
tures the spirit of Chicago’s original gui-
tarist, bringing both intensity and finesse
to the band’s performances.

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

Don’t miss your chance to experience
the magic of Chicago’s music live at the
Historic Granbury Opera House. Whether
you're a longtime fan or discovering
Chicago’s timeless music for the first
time, Beginnings promises to “Make You
Smile” with its dazzling and authentic
tribute.

Tickets are available online at www.
granburytheatrecompany.org or by call-
ing the Opera House Box Office at 817-
579-0952. Get ready to be transported
back to the golden age of rock ‘n’ roll
with Beginnings — this is one concert you
won’t want to miss!
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GRACE

FROM PAGE C1

Physical responses to stress,
such as clenching your fists
or tensing your muscles, can
reinforce the feeling of being
overwhelmed. To counter this,
consciously align your body
language with the grace you
want to embody. Relax your
shoulders, soften your facial
expression, and move with
calm, deliberate actions.

When your physical state re-
flects calmness, it helps to cre-
ate a sense of inner peace and
control. This not only affects
how you feel but also how oth-
ers perceive you, often leading
to more positive interactions
and outcomes.

5. Open up to the world:
Connect and contribute

Humans are social crea-
tures, and connecting with
others is essential for our
well-being. When faced with
challenges, it can be tempt-
ing to withdraw, but this often
makes things worse. Instead,
open yourself up to the world
— reach out to others, share
your experiences and contrib-
ute to something larger than
yourself.

Whether it’s volunteering,
joining a community group, or
simply offering support to a
friend, these connections help
to fulfill our innate need for
belonging and purpose. When
we feel connected to others,
our problems seem smaller
and we gain a broader per-
spective on life’s challenges.

Conclusion: Turning chal-
lenges into opportunities

Dealing with everyday chal-
lenges gracefully is not about
avoiding difficulties or pre-
tending they don’t exist. It’s
about recognizing our natural
responses and choosing to
react in a way that reflects
our best selves. By grounding
yourself, aspiring to be your
ideal self, appreciating the
goodness in others, embody-
ing grace and connecting with
the world, you can turn daily
challenges into opportuni-
ties for growth and positive
change.

With practice, these strate-
gies will become second na-
ture, helping you to navigate
life’s ups and downs with
grace, composure, and a
sense of inner peace.

THE IDLE AMERICAN
Up with parrots, down with whoops

BY DON NEWBURY

Dr. Newbury, longtime university president,
continues to speak and write. The Idle
American, begun in 2003, is Texas'longest-
running syndicated column. Contact: 817-
447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.

Website: www.speakerdoc.com.

Uncle Mort had never
heard of “support parrots,”
but admits he shouldn’t
have been surprised.

“Seems like way too
many of my friends are ei-
ther sued or getting sued,
but none of the squabbles
involve birds,” he laughed.
This was his jovial re-
sponse upon reading
recently that a New York
City woman was awarded
three-quarters of a million
dollars when neighbors
complained that her par-
rots were “too noisy.”

The birds’ owner, Meril
Lesser, had lived in an
apartment for several years
before the legal battle start-
ed in 2015 when neighbors
complained of the birds’
“noisiness.” No doubt
Lesser and her parrots
laughed all the way to the
bank when the brouhaha
was settled recently ...

Damian Williams, U.S.
attorney for the Southern
District of New York,
said the settlement is
“the largest recovery the
Department of Justice has
ever obtained for a per-
son with disabilities whose
housing provider denied
them their right to have as-
sistance animals.”

Mort assumes the rul-
ing applies to fowl as well,
and/or that perhaps New
Yorkers lump anything
that breathes into the ani-
mal category.

Anyways, the news set
him to thinking about a
possible “win-win” scheme
that historically melts into
a “lose-lose.” ...

It's not Mort’s first ex-
perience with “comfort

creatures.” Years ago,
when he heard that whoop-
ing cranes were making
a comeback, he almost
helped out.

When their numbers
were dangerously low, he

offered a practical solution.

“Just take a bunch of
‘regular cranes’ and teach
‘em to whoop,” he suggest-
ed...

Now, he envisions mak-
ing fast bucks rounding up
the regular cranes down in
the thicket.

Properly fed and nested,
these birds could readily
become support cranes, he
believes. Since East Texas
cranes aren’t known for
whooping, Mort thinks
those New Yorkers will pay
big bucks when he labels
‘em “whoopless support
cranes.”

A similar ploy went afoul
years ago when Mort of-
fered “support possums,”
which he said didn’t stay
awake long enough to pro-
vide much support. ...

While on the subject of
whooping, there’s bound
to be “record whoops”
come Nov. 30 when Texas
A&M University and the
University of Texas hook
up in College Station to re-
sume a football rivalry that
never should have ended.

The Aggies and
Longhorns played annu-
ally for 96 years, ending
when A&M jumped to the
Southeast Conference
in 2011. For decades,
the A&M/UT annual
Thanksgiving showdowns
were beyond memorable
and featured nationally on
TV.

Now, for crying out
loud, the Aggie/Longhorn
game has a SPONSOR —
Cotton Holdings Inc. I don’t
even know what Cotton
Holdings sells, but I'll wa-
ger we'll find out when the
ads roll during the game.
(Count me among those
shedding tears that the
game won’t be played on
Thanksgiving Day, but at
least on the same week-
end.) I'm also in another
“boo-hoo” group — the one
that deeply misses amateur
collegiate sports ...

I'm not saying he’s the
best quarterback EVER, but
he may be the most gener-
ous athlete ever to come
down the pike. The recent
$5 million gift from Patrick
Mahomes to his alma ma-
ter, Texas Tech University,
is one of the largest ever
by an athlete. Texas Tech
fund-raisers must be glee-
ful, already dreaming of
additional projects up the
road warranting Mahomes’
favor.

The current gift will go
toward a $100-plus million
upgrade of Jones Stadium.
Don’t be surprised if Buzz
— the 12th steed to gallop
around the stadium when
Red Raider touchdowns are
scored — sports a fancy
saddle with NIL markings
(name/identification/like-
ness). This could be the
first-ever NIL contract with
a horse.

If the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram had prevailed in
1925, Texas Tech teams
would have been known
as the “Dogies.” Late Star-
Telegram publisher Amon
Carter led the charge for
the Texas Legislature to
fund Texas Tech. In the
mascot contest, howev-
er, Red Raiders won out.
Maybe they were afraid too
many folks didn’t think
the “guns up” crowd could
spell “doggies.”
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PECAN PLANTATION BITS

irst fall meeting scheduled for
ecan’s Widows and Widowers Club
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The Pecan Plantation Widows and Widowers Club recently enjoyed a trip to Sledge Distillery where they toured the facilities and enjoyed eating hamburgers. Pictured are (L-R): Dale Heid, Ann Schumann, Jon
Heinson, Lana Weaver, Peggy Wetle, Jerry Wynn, Caryl Mahaffey, Linda Boysen, Betty Curbo and James Steele.

BY DIANE LONG

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas
transplant for 30 years, Diane Long is a
wife, mother, and former English teacher
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for
17 years cumulatively. She spends her time
both gathering neighborhood news and

collecting new books to read. dianedlong@
yahoo.com | 817-579-9360

The Pecan Plantation
Widows and Widowers Club
will welcome fall with its
next meeting Thursday,
Sept. 5 beginning at 5 p.m.
in the clubhouse ballroom.
To accommodate schedules,
the group’s regular collec-
tive meeting day has moved
to the first Thursday of the
month, and the upcoming
date will hold an outstand-
ing presentation by Pecan
residents Janet and Duey
Powers, known for sharing
their knowledge and pho-
tographs of birds. At next
Thursday’s gathering, the
Powerses will enlighten at-
tendees on fall bird migra-
tion as birds follow their
way along the shores of the

Brazos River and quite possi-
bly into Pecaners’ backyards.

Janet and Dewey began
their serious birding ad-
ventures following Dewey’s
retirement, and they have
traveled around the United
States following and pho-
tographing various migrat-
ing birds. They declare their
most satisfying adventure
is attracting the migrating

birds to the watering and
feeding features on their
very own property, resulting
in some beautiful, feathered
residents right here in Pecan,
with the bald eagle and her
mate being among the most
fascinating ones to watch
and photograph. In addition
to hearing about the Powers’
intriguing hobby, folks at the
gathering will enjoy a unique
Chinese buffet prepared

by Chef Jordan Ray and the
clubhouse staff.

All Pecan widows and
widowers are invited to join
the club, and for complete
information on both the up-
coming meeting as well as
the club’s presence in our
community, contact Caryl
Mahaffey at caryl. mahaffey@
charter.net.

PARTY TIME

Pecaners will mark the end
of summer with a Labor Day
Street Dance Saturday, Aug.
31 and a pool party Monday;,
Sept. 2.

The street dance will fea-
ture up-and-coming record-

ing artists The Vintage Yell,
a duo from north Texas
described as performers of
“soulful Americana.” The
music will begin at 6 p.m. on
the clubhouse steps and con-
tinue until 9 p.m.

The pool party will run
from noon to 3 p.m., and the
clubhouse pool will close for
the season at 8 p.m.

SWIMTIME

After the clubhouse pool
closes on Labor Day, the PAC
pool will continue operating
daily through October with
the exception of Wednesday.

TENNIS TIME

Junior Tennis for the fall
begins Wednesday, Sept. 4
with ages 6 through 9 on the
courts from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
and ages 10 through 12 from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Sign up in
the pro shop: 817-579-9412.

WELCOME HOME

The next new member ori-
entation is on the calendar
for Saturday, Sept. 7 at 10
am. in the Terrace Room of
the Pecan clubhouse. Both
residents new to our com-
munity, as well as long tim-
ers who would like an update
on our neighborhood’s ame-
nities, are invited to attend.
Secure a spot by contacting
Sarah Lord at sarahlord@
ppoaweb.com.

AUXILIARY DATE

The next meeting of the
Pecan Plantation Volunteer
Fire Department/Emergency
Medical Service Auxiliary
comes Monday, Sept. 9 at the
Charlie Lee Building of the
emergency services com-
pound on Monticello Drive.
A potluck meal begins at 6
p-m. followed by the meeting
at 7 p.m. All Pecan residents
interested in this group that
supports and fundraises for
our community’s emergency
service volunteers are invit-
ed to join.

ART SCENE

The Pecan Plantation Art
Guild has several dates
on the calendar, the first
of which is its next collec-
tive meeting planned for
Tuesday, Sept. 10 at 10:30
a.m. at the PAC. Guests and
prospective new members
(Pecan residents ages 18 and
over who love art) are wel-
come. Also coming up in the
fall are a slab plate pottery
workshop Tuesday, Sept.
24, the very popular annual
gallery night Friday, Sept.
27, and a pop-up art show
and sale Tuesday, Nov. 19.
Pecaners may enjoy the work
of PPAG members as it is
showcased at the clubhouse
in hallways, dining areas and
meeting rooms as well as at
the PAC. All pieces are priced
to sell.

MYSTERY EXCURSION

The next “mystery bus” ex-
cursion is on the calendar for
Wednesday, Sept. 11. Folks
signed up for this adventure
will depart from the club-
house front steps.

GOOD GAME

Pecan’s monthly bingo
night has a new standing
date. It is now scheduled for
the second Thursday of each
month, with the next gather-
ing coming Thursday, Sept.
12 at 5:30 p.m. “September’s
Surprise Bingo” is the theme
of the night.

SING ALONG

Karaoke in the 19th Hole
with DeeJay Santos returns
Saturday, Sept. 14 from 7 to
10 p.m. Both participants
and audience members are
invited.

RALLY DATE

The Pecan Plantation
Recreational Vehicle Club
has a mini rally scheduled
for Sept. 15-18 at Pecan’s
Shady Campground. For
complete information on
this “on-the-go” bunch, send
email to rvclub@ppoarv.org.

DIRECTORS NEEDED

The Pecan Plantation
Volunteer Fire Department/
Emergency Medical Service
will hold its annual meeting
Saturday, Nov. 9 at 10 a.m.,

and at the time, five direc-
tors will be elected. Pecan
members willing to serve a
three-year term on the board
may apply. Folks who feel
their experience and back-
ground qualify them to serve
as a director may send a one-
page resume to the VFD/EMS
office at 9518 Monticello
Drive or submit via email

at ppems@ppvfdems.com.
Deadline for submission is
Tuesday, Sept. 17.

ROAD WORK

While road resurfacing
continues in various parts
of Pecan, residents who live
in the affected areas are
reminded that garbage col-
lection in work zones will
be earlier than usual. So, for
Pecaners who live on a street
currently under repair or one
that is getting ready for con-
struction, trash must be at
the curb prior to 6 a.m. each
Tuesday, and this schedule
will continue for the dura-
tion of road repair since
areas under construction
will be serviced first. Once
road crews begin their work
for the day, garbage trucks
will not travel through work
zones and no trash pickup in
those areas will occur.

HOLIDAY TIME

Happy Labor Day to the
readers of Pecan Bits, and
may our community wel-
come a pleasant fall.

BOOK REVIEW

Your usual chair at the table is unoccupied

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

Down the hall, your bed’s still
made; the blankets, straight. The
noises you make, the scent of
you, it’s all gone, missing from
the places you should be. Will
you return soon? Only you can
be sure but, as in the new novel
“Spirit Crossing” by William Kent
Krueger, there are people hoping
you will.

Annie O’Connor hadn’t wanted
to come back home for anything
but the family wedding that was
amonth away. She hadn’t wanted
to leave Guatemala, though she
spoke to her partner, Maria, about
home in many warm ways. She
wasn’t afraid that she’d encoun-
ter problems for being what the
Anishinaabe called “Two-Spirits,”
because her family was open and
loving. No, Annie had another se-

cret, and she didn’t know if she’d
have time to tell it.

Like a lot of 7-year-olds,
Corcoran O’Connor’s grandson,
Waaboo (Ojibwenowin for “Little
Rabbit”) was curious, active and
smart. Unlike his contemporaries,
however, Little Rabbit knew the
spirit world, and so when he
seemed to speak to spirits in the
woods one afternoon, his grand-
father paid attention — and Cork
made a grisly discovery.

Daniel English, O’Connor’s son-
in-law and Waboo's father, worked
as a tribal police officer and he’d
been talking angrily about the
large number of Native American
girls who’d gone missing in north-
ern Minnesota, and how the local
police did little about it.

Case in point: the young woman
who lay in a shallow grave in a
blueberry patch.

Daniel believed - hoped - she
was one of the Lakota girls he’d
been searching for.

But Waboo said there were two
girls whose spirits were lost. Was
the other spirit that of Olivia
Hamilton, a white girl whose fa-
ther had money, and who the
police were trying hard to find?
Why were young women disap-
pearing without a trace in north-
ern Minnesota? And, as the county
and tribal police got closer to a
killer, why would someone want
to murder a little boy who saw
people that others could not see?

It’s been a long summer, and
you've missed Cork O’Connor,
haven’t you? Yep, so you're good
and ready for another installment,
and “Spirit Crossing” will make
you very happy.

As you've come to expect, au-
thor William Kent Krueger pulls

AME PAPER

readers into this novel in his
O’Connor series quick and easy,
with characters you can’t help
but get involved with — including
some of Krueger fans’ old favor-
ites, some recent favorites in new
plotlines, and new folks you'll re-
ally want to get to know. It’s like
attending your hometown’s small-
town festival and running into
new friends and people you've
known for years but haven’t seen
in awhile. You're happy to have a
cold one with some of them.

Others, big jerks and trouble-
makers, not so much.

If this is your first Cork
O’Connor novel, reach back a few
— at least three or four novels
— to get your bearings. If you're
already a fan, get “Spirit Crossing”
and put the phone on silent. You
won’t answer it anyhow; you’ll be
occupied.

[SELLING AUTHOR OF
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“Spirit Crossing” by William Kent
Krueger, c.2024, Atria, $28.99, 336
pages
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Regular eye examinations
are important components
of a personal health regi-
men. Visiting an eye doctor
can alert a person to po-
tential vision impairments,
and certain symptoms that
show up in the eyes could be
indicative of notable health
problems. The American
Academy of Ophthalmology
says everything from brain
tumors to aneurysms to high
cholesterol can be detected
in the eyes.

For those who do not have
any apparent vision prob-
lems, most doctors recom-
mend following a chart
based on age. The insurance
experts at Aetna suggest
the following age-based
intervals:

- Ages 20 to 39: Every five
years

- Ages 40 to 54: Every two
to four years

- Ages 55 to 64: Every one
to three years

- Ages 65 and up: Every
one to two years

Individuals who wear
glasses or contact lenses,
have a family history of eye
disease, or have a chronic
condition that puts them
at risk for eye disease, like
diabetes, should get vision
exams more frequently.

Despite the significance of
eye exams, many people do
not visit an eye doctor un-
til something is amiss with
their vision or eyes. Perhaps
individuals would be in-
clined to visit the eye doc-
tor more frequently if they
knew what to expect during

www.hcnews.com

an exam. Here’s what people
can expect the next time they
step into a private eye doc-
tor’s office or a vision center,
courtesy of The Cleveland
Clinic and Warby Parker.

VISUAL ACUITY

The eye doctor will ask you
toread an eye chart while
looking through a device
called a phoropter. This de-
vice has several lenses that
can be adjusted to help you
see better and find the right
corrective lens prescription.

VISUAL FIELD

The doctor will check pe-
ripheral vision by holding
up a finger or an object and
moving it gradually to the
side of your face. Additional
movements may include up

and down. Some offices use
a computer program to con-
duct this test.

AUTOMATIC REFRACTION
Visual acuity can be mea-
sured with this test, dur-
ing which an autorefractor
shines light into the eye and
measures the eye’s response.
It’s commonly used with
children or adults who may
struggle to communicate
what they're seeing.

PUPIL FUNCTION

The eye doctor will briefly
shine a handheld light into
each eye and then move the
light away to watch how the
pupils constrict and dilate.

SLIT LAMP EXAM

This test involves a slit

lamp, which is a type of mi-
croscope that enables the
eye doctor to see the eyes in
close detail.

TONOMETRY MEASUREMENT
Glaucoma occurs when
intraocular pressure is high.
Some eye doctors will con-
duct tests to determine the
pressure. One way is with a
noncontact tonometry test,
which is a puff of air squirt-
ed at each eye. With applana-
tion tonometry, the doc-
tor first administers a mild
numbing agent to the eye,
and then uses a pressure-
sensitive instrument to gen-
tly tap on the surface of the

eye to get a pressure reading.

A rebound tonometry test
requires a handheld device
that makes brief contact to

to expect at your next eye exam

the eye and doesn’t require
local anesthesia.

PUPIL DILATION

The eye doctor will admin-
ister eye drops that dilate
the pupils, which enables
a better view of the retina,
optic nerve, cornea and sur-
rounding blood vessels dur-
ing an ophthalmoscopy.

SPECIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

The eye doctor may uti-
lize specialized imaging
equipment that will take
digital images of the eyes
to diagnose various reti-
nal, optic nerve and corneal
conditions.

These are some of the
things people may experi-
ence during a comprehen-
sive vision exam.

HOOD COUNTY LIBRARY

Hood County
success and unvelils exciting fall programs

BY JENNIFER LOGSDON

The library’s summer read-
ing challenge turned out to
be an overwhelming success,
thanks to the meticulous
planning of Ms. Cookie and
the enthusiastic participa-
tion of the community. A to-
tal of 823 patrons, ranging in
age from infants to seniors,
enrolled in the program,
diligently tracking their
daily reading and earning a
variety of prizes. The library
also hosted several events
throughout the summer,
attracting a total of 1,539 at-
tendees. This year’s program
was a remarkable achieve-
ment for the library and the
community.

As we transition from the
heat of summer, many of
us are eagerly anticipating
cooler weather and the cozy
comforts of fall — perfect
for curling up with a good
book and a warm drink. But
for now, we continue to en-
dure the lingering summer
heat.

We are enjoying a cool re-
spite inside the library this
August. The staff is taking a
break from programming to
gear up for an exciting fall
season, which includes some
brand-new events we're
thrilled to introduce. Keep
an eye on our Facebook page
and website for updates, and
don’t miss the September
calendar pictured.

Here is a quick description
of new programs we plan
to add. See the calendar for

Hood County Library Director Jennifer
Logsdon is a former public school educator
of 23 years, earning a master's degreee in
Library Science during that time. She enjoys
spending time with her blended family of
five children, baking and of course reading.

dates and times.

NEW MONTHLY events
for young patrons:

- Dungeon and Dragons
Club (ages 12-18): Dungeons
& Dragons is a tabletop role-
playing game where players
create and control characters
in a fictional world, guided
by a Dungeon Master who
narrates the story. D &D
can be a learning tool that
fosters a wide range of so-
cial, emotional and creative
benefits.

- Anime Club (ages 12-18):
Meet other anime fans at
Hood County Library. We’ll
watch two anime episodes
and complete an anime-
themed craft. No registration
required and there will be
snacks. Come ready for fun!

- Juvenile Book Club:

Join a group of avid read-

ers to read and discuss
novels of different genres.
Registration is required. First
10 registrants will receive a
copy of the book (limit one
per family).

NEW MONTHLY events
for adults:

- Elevenses Book Club:
Join other readers to discuss
your current read, get rec-
ommendations, and enjoy a
cup of tea.

- Writers Corner: Meet up
with other writers to spark
creativity and overcome writ-
er’s block. We plan to engage
in writing prompts and exer-
cises. These activities are de-
signed to inspire new ideas

Library celebrates summer
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Join us to discover all the benefits your libary card offers beyond just borrowing books.

and approaches to writing.

- The Cozy Loop
(Needlecraft Club): Got a
project you haven’t been
able to finish? Now is the
time to try. Open to knit-
ting, crocheting, cross stitch.
We’ve got the space if you
have the time.

- Game Night Getaway:

Join us for Adult Game Night
and possibly make some
new friends! Bring your own
game or choose one of ours!

The library offers a variety
of regular programs, and we
hope you find one that inter-
ests you!

In September, the library
will celebrate Library Card

Sign-Up Month. The first 50
new cardholders will receive
a special gift (one per fam-
ily). If you already have a
library card, stop by for a
photo opportunity to help us
highlight the importance of
using and supporting your
community library.
Additionally, in honor of

COURTESY PHOTO

Library Card Sign-Up Month,
we’re hosting a special event
Monday, Sept. 23: Library
101 — All the Things! Join us
to discover all the benefits
your library card offers be-
yond just borrowing books.

From GIs to grocery stores: The chocolate bar’s journey to fame

BY MICKY SHEARON

Special to the
Hood County News
micky@hcnews.com

Step into any grocery store
today, and you’ll find yourself
faced with an overwhelming
array of candy bars. These
chocolaty delights have be-
come a staple of modern
snacking, available in every
flavor and texture imaginable.
But have you ever wondered
how this sweet revolution be-
gan? The story of the modern
chocolate bar is a fascinating
journey that stretches back to
the battlefields of World War
I, where the humble candy bar
was first introduced as a cru-
cial source of sustenance for
soldiers. What began as a mil-
itary necessity soon sparked
anationwide obsession that
would forever change how we
enjoy chocolate.

A WAR-TIME DELIGHT:
CHOCOLATE ON

THE FRONTLINES

The chocolate bar’s rise
to fame began during the
tumultuous years of World
War I. Soldiers on the front-

lines needed a portable,
high-calorie food source that
could sustain them during
long and grueling battles.
Chocolate, with its rich fla-
vor and energy-boosting
properties, quickly became a
favorite among the troops. It
was easy to transport, didn’t
spoil quickly, and provided a
much-needed morale boost
in the harsh conditions of
war.

Recognizing the impor-
tance of chocolate in the war
effort, the U.S. government
began requesting donations
of large 20-pound blocks of
chocolate from American
candy makers. These blocks
were then cut into small-
er portions, individually
wrapped, and sent overseas
to be distributed to soldiers.
The sweet treat soon became
abeloved staple among
American GIs, many of
whom had developed a taste
for European chocolates
while serving abroad.

FROM THE BATTLEFIELD TO
THE CANDY AISLE:

POST-WAR POPULARITY
When the war ended,

American soldiers returned
home with a newfound love
for chocolate bars, and they
weren’t the only ones. The
general public, too, had de-
veloped a taste for these con-
venient and delicious treats,
sparking a nationwide de-
mand for candy bars. As the
1920s roared into life, choco-
late bars became a symbol
of indulgence and pleasure,
particularly after the onset
of Prohibition, which left
people searching for new
forms of entertainment and
enjoyment.

Candy makers across
the United States eagerly
responded to this growing
demand by developing new
and exciting chocolate bars.
The market quickly became
crowded with various of-
ferings, each one trying to
outshine the others with
innovative ingredients and
catchy names. Companies
experimented with every-
thing from nougat and cara-
mel to more unconventional
ingredients like dehydrated
vegetables. The goal was to
create a unique product that
would stand out on store

PLEASE SEE CHOCOLATE | C9
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These chocolaty delights have become a staple of modern snacking, available in every flavor and

texture imaginable.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

A guide to Granbury-area churches.

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made

complete in us.
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INNOVATION THAT EXCITES www.granburynissan.com
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Chicken Express Supports Local Churches
Call Us For Church Catering Needs
2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800
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L lml this ag

|

@ Christian Brothers Automotive*

People-First Automotive Care

Fixing cars, driving joy.
Granbury ¢ cbac.com/granbury ¢ 817-910-4247

Special thanks to
John and PJ Gibbs

817-279-7777

GG@ggelectricservice.com
3805 Weatherford Hwy

Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial

Granbury
Locally owned and operated since 1986 TECL#17531
Serving
E —A ) Hood County
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AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLA 24048E

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 . 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM

SERVING HOOD AND
SURROUNDING COUNTIES
L euy FOR 20 YEARS
GR&NB m * Wall & Floor Tile
FLOORING ;i

» Wood Flooring
* Luxury Vinyl Plank
‘. COMPANY: + Carpet

817-579-7440

100 Corporate Drive ¢ Granbury, TX 76049

Your Comfort Experts
™

AIR CONDITIONING INC.

Serving North Texas Since 1962

s Granbury: 817-573-2463 « www.hobsonac.com
It's Time to Tune-Up Your Heating System
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WILEY FUNERAL HOME

“Home owned and operated”

Granbury ¢ 817-573-3000
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| COULD BE HERE!
. 817-573-70661

CALLTODAYTO |
ADVERTISE ON THE

HOOD COUNTY
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1900 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-1581

Elm Grove Assembly Of God
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar
254-835-4755

Faith Assembly Of God
300 Granbury Court
817-326-2270

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist
3500 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4693

Allison Baptist
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist
4804 E. Hwy. 377
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy.
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist
1840 Acton Hwy.
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist
5041 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City
Hwy. 56
254-965-3840

First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-613-2322

First Baptist
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan
254-646-2484

First Baptist Thorp Springs
2815 Lipan Hwy.
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist
201 West Gibbs Blvd.,
Glen Rose
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist
1200 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-4943

Granbury First Baptist
1851 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-7137

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca
Viva

315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist
500 W. Bluebonnet
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist
1625 Mambrino Hwy.
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist
4501 Peppertree Rd.
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist
1844 Acton Hwy.
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist
7178 Fall Creek Hwy.
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist
1571 North Fm 200,
Rainbow
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist
910 Paluxy Rd.
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist
820 Paluxy Rd.
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist
400 Tolar Hwy.
254-835-4375

507 Western Hills Trail
817-573-7588

BIBLE

Grace Bible
201 E. Clifton Rd.
682-498-3014

Granbury Chapel Bible
Church

5150 N. Gate Rd.
817-736-9647

CATHOLIC

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
2301 Acton Hwy.
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian
3314 S. Clifton
817-573-0107

First Christian
2109 W. US. Hwy. 377
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino
Nuevo

4900 Sonterra Ct.
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Circle
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian
608 Shady Grove Dr.
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of
Christ

310 W. Pearl St.
817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ
1905 W. Pearl
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ
112 N Caddo St., Lipan
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of
Christ

4219 0ld Granbury Rd.
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of
Christ

3006 Thorp St.
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God
1106 Weatherford Hwy.
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal
4530 Acton Hwy.
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah's
Witnesses

3734 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca
2301 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2201

Our Savior Lutheran
1400 N. Meadows Dr.
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton Methodist
3433 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4242

Cresson United Methodist
110 South Crook St.,
Cresson

469-730-6496

Granbury First United
Methodist

301 Loop 567,
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global
Methodist Church
3410 Glen Rose Hwy
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United
Methodist

5601 Temple Hall Hwy.,
682-317-9385

The Church Of Jesus Christ Of
Latter-Day Saints

1226 Ross Lane
817-573-6825

NAZARENE

Granbury Church Of The
Nazarene

921 Lipan Dr.
817-573-4041

PENTECOSTAL

Hood Pentecostal
3100 Beechwood St.,
817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury
4800 Glen Rose Hwy
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian
303 W. Bridge St.
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day
Adventist

2016 Acton Hwy.
817-326-3573

OTHER

Anchor Fellowship
1300 James Rd.
682-990-8551

Bear Creek Community
18553 South Hwy. 377,
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries
1950 Acton Hwy.
817-579-0968

Calvary Family
3306 Oak Trail Dr.
314-606-1211

Center Point
4332 E.Hwy. 377,
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society
528 N. Crockett
817-573-0457

Crossroads
200 S. Crook St., Cresson
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood
County

2401 Cedar Crest Dr.,,
817-579-9332

Generations Church
5718 E. Hwy. 377,
817-326-5378

Hope Community
3206 W. Hwy. 377
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy
205 West Lipan Dr,, Lipan
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries
3755 Acton Hwy.
817-910-8777

Pure Praise
2901 Glen Rose Hwy.
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel
6101 Rock Church Hwy
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission
Of Granbury

5031 Bandy Rd.
817-573-2669

Stonewater
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-579-9175

The Bridge
1107 Weatherford Hwy
254-522-5330

The Heights
1921 Acton Hwy
817-558-2121

The Sanctuary
4400 Daugherty Ct.
817-326-2709

Triple Cross Cowboy
3470 Lipan Hwy
817-279-2470

K.A www.vgkia.com

817-573-0400
VAN GRIFFITH KIA

AUTO « HOME « LIFE HEALTH « COMMERCIAL
\

JOHNNY T.
. HARRIS

INSURANCE

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650
Granbury, TX 76049

n’,, 4 J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

Granbury Family MedClinic
4 PA.
Robert L. Lee, M.D.

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

/' Best.
HoodCounty
eHix2021

12 Yoar Winner

HAction
817.579.8450

400 S. Morgan - Granbury

Computer Repair | Upgrades
Networks | IT Services

www.actioncomputers.com

Locally Owned

100 S. Morgan
& Operated

Granbury
817-573-1154

MARTINS

Funeral Home

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd.

Granbury, TX 76048

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S. www.lakeview-dental.com
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S. Office Hours by Appointment

Par Bridgewater

memory care

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720
www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

SANTO PROPANE

=
b

4 1-800-448-7803

Propane Sales System Installations ¢ Tank Leases & Sales

WOODS

FURNITURE

736 Hwy. 377 E.  Granbury  817-573-2604

817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

~ Town Square
Title

i WAXAHACHIE « MIDLOTHIAN * RED OAK
* BURLESON * GRANBURY * WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 * TowNSQUARETITLE.COM

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com

@

Eclectic Home & Office Outfitter

This directory is made possible
by these businesses
who encourage all of us to attend
worship services.

& CONSTRUCTION

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

817-579-7800
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Friday, 30 August - Thursday, 5 September

Alien: Romulus - 119 min (R)

Fri: 2:.00PM, 4:50PM, 7:35PM, 11:00PM.

Sat: 11:05AM, 1:55PM, 4:45PM, 7:30PM, 10:20PM.
Sun: 11:05AM, 1:55PM, 4:45PM, 7:30PM.

Mon: 10:00AM, 4:45PM, 7:30PM.

Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:50PM, 7:35PM.

Thurs: 4:50PM

Beetlejuice Beetlejuice - 105 min (PG13)

Thurs: 3:00PM, 5:30PM, 8:00PM

Deadpool & Wolverine - 127 min (R)

Fri: 2:00PM, 4:55PM, 7:50PM, 10:45PM.

Sat: 10:15AM, 1:10PM, 4:05PM, 7:00PM, 9:55PM.
Sun, Mon: 10:15AM, 1:10PM, 4:05PM, 7:00PM.
Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:55PM, 7:50PM

It Ends With Us - 130 min (PG13)

Fri: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 8:00PM, 10:55PM.

Sat: 10:20AM, 1:20PM, 4:20PM, 7:20PM, 10:20PM.
Sun, Mon: 10:20AM, 1:20PM, 4:20PM, 7:20PM.
Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 8:00PM.

Thurs: 2:00PM, 5:05PM, 8:05PM

Reagan - 135 min (PG13)

Fri: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 8:00PM, 10:20PM.

Sat: 10:00AM, 1:00PM, 4:00PM, 7:00PM, 10:00PM.
Sun, Mon: 10:00AM, 1:00PM, 4:00PM, 7:00PM.
Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 8:00PM.

Thurs: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 7:35PM

The Crow - 111 min (R)

Fri: 7:20PM, 10:00PM.

Sat: 5:35PM, 8:10PM, 10:45PM.

Sun, Mon: 5:30PM, 8:05PM.

Tues, Wed: 7:20PM.

Thurs: 7:30PM

Twisters - 122 min (PG13)

Fri: 2:00PM, 4:50PM, 7:40PM, 10:30PM.

Sat: 10:20AM, 1:10PM, 4:00PM, 6:50PM, 9:40PM.
Sun, Mon: 10:20AM, 1:10PM, 4:00PM, 6:50PM.
Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:50PM, 7:40PM.

Thurs: 2:00PM, 8:05PM

You Gotta Believe - 104 min (PG)

Fri, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:40PM.

Sat: 10:05AM, 12:35PM, 3:05PM.

Sun, Mon: 10:00AM, 12:30PM, 3:00PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:45PM

» Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

(682) 260-5920 | cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

B
B.A[EKUP W

[iEI\'ﬁE_,[]FMI{ND

Get a Standard
Warranty of

Call 1-888-925-0261

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

—>

BRIGGSSTRATTON

Receive afree 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
—_— ]

*Terms and Conditions apply.

NEED EXTRA CASH !11 ?22?

| BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

E In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!! ml

Old/New ! Dirty or Clean !!!

| PAY CA$H 956-466-7001

No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises
OIL, GAS, &

WE Bu MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 + Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

www.hcnews.com

GRANBURY CULTURE ARTS

Granbury's music scene

BY STACEY WATKINS-MARTIN
AND CORA WERLEY

Stacey Watkins-Martin and
Cora Werley are local artists
and members with several
others of the Granbury Cultural
Arts Commission. Both work
diligently with many other
people and organizations

to promote Granbury as the
exciting arts destination it has
become.

Did you know there is a
rapidly growing music scene
in our little town? You can
fill a weekend visiting differ-

And why is music so impor-
tant? It’s not a coincidence
that our lives are affected by
our choice in what we listen to
from moment to moment. It
can lift your spirits, renew old
memories and actually change
your life. We have so many
examples of the importance of
singing, creating and enjoying
music. The world began with
angels singing their worship
which will continue for all
eternity, and we are blessed
to be able to participate with
them. Our bodies are creat-
ed to enjoy the rhythms and
melodies people create for us

that heightens our ability to
be the person we're created
tobe?

Whether you create your
own music, listen to and ap-
preciate offerings of others,
or are just learning to identify
which is which, Granbury
is a great place to seek and
explore. When you are in
Granbury, you are offered
multiple venues to choose
what you like to listen to and
who you want to listen with.
Entering the Historic Square
and just getting out of your ve-
hicle, you may already be hear-
ing music around you. Several

eNew Granbury Live

oSilver Saddle Saloon

eThe Pub Shindy

These are just a few of those
places farther afield; meet
your friends at the square to
carpool and enjoy the square
when you return:

eBrock’s Food & Drink

eRockin S Bar and Grill

oSledge Distillery

esWarren’s Backyard’s

And don’t miss the larger
festivals that come through-
out the year and bring their
own musical talent, including:

eHarvest Moon Festival of
the Arts: Oct. 26-27

ent venues and hear multiple and we create for ourselves. places are within walking dis- eLost In Texas Music Fest:
different sounds, all on our It’s not that all music is uplift-  tance of anywhere you park, Nov. 2 at the Reunion Grounds
own Historic Town Square ing and healthy, but if you just  including these, all of which sGranbury JazzFest:
and a few blocks beyond. Asa  google “importance of music”  you should try to visit: February 2025
matter of fact, Granbury has you’ll see how many entries ¢1886 Granbury Opera eFounders’ Day: Spring 2025
been designated as the 40th explain its significance. Music ~ House (Broadway musicals) If you know of something
Music Friendly Texas Certified  is proven to unite people, heal eBaron’s Creek that we left out, please write
Community by the Governor’s  physically, increase learning *Bob’s Off the Square to us and let us know. There is
Texas Music Office (TMO). ability and memory, and even *Brew Drinkery and Bistro so much to do here, it’s easy to
Why? Because Granbury sup- to treat mental illness, lower *D’Vine Wine miss something great, so your
ports and fosters music busi- anxiety and improve depres- eFarina’s Winery & Café help is much appreciated.
ness-related economic devel- sion. Who wouldn’t want to in- eFisherman’s Corner (au- And tell us your favorites, too.
opment and job creation! vest themselves in something  thentic German) Thank you!

SUNDAYS WEDNESDAYS at the Hood County Emer- 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
THE GRANBURY Disc Golf HAND AND Foot card game gency Operations Center, 401 bury Railroad Depot, 109 E.

Club has mini tournaments
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600
W. Moore St. Welcoming all
levels of disc golfers. Show
up atleast 15 minutes early
to pay the $12 entry fee and
warm up.

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
exercise classes: 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance);
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance);
11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 5 p.m.
yoga. 1321 Waters Edge Drive,
Suite 1001. Details: 817-579-
2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club
will hold an ACBL-sanctioned
duplicate bridge game at
noon each week at the Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway, Granbury,
76049. Entry $8/person. All
are welcome, come with a
partner and compete for
ACBL masterpoints. Informa-
tion and reservations: 225-
933-4074.

SONS OF the American Le-
gion Post 491 of Granbury
Burger Night, 5-7 p.m. at
American Legion Post, 3409
Davis Road. Funds raised
are used to support veteran
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members and
guests. Details: 515-554-6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Cho-
rus — rehearsals, Mondays
7-9 p.m. at Acton Methodist
Church, 3433 Fall Creek High-
way. Concertsin May and De-
cember. See www.granbury-
civicchorus.org for schedule
and activities. Questions:
granburycivicchorus2001@
gmail.com.Come join us!

FORWARD TRAINING Cen-
ter “Cisco” classes from 6-8:30
p.m. To sign up email info@
forwardtrainingcenter.org. or
call 817-573-6677.

TUESDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
classes: 8:30 a.m. Weight
Watchers (join at weight-
watchers.com); 9a.m.yoga
(private class, reservation
only); 10:30 a.m. yoga (pri-
vate class, reservation only);
1:30 p.m. line dancing; 5:15
p.m. Weight Watchers (join
at weightwatchers.com); 6
p.m. Granbury clogger nights
(watch orjoin). 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton
Highway. Bring your instru-
mentorget up and sing. De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly
Social Hour Net. All licensed
amateur radio operators wel-
come. 7 p.m.,on the 147.240
MHz Repeater, +600 offset,
PL162.2.

day. 10 a.m.; Dominoes (Mexi-
can Train) 11 a.m. Healthy
Connections, 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
classes: 9 a.m. exercise class;
10a.m. Mahjong; 10 a.m.
cards; 11 a.m.dominoes. 1321
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 1001.
Details: 817-579-2979.

THURSDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS:
10a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise; 11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates;
5p.m.yoga (private class,
reservation only). 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 6-9 p.m. at
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S.
Chess Affiliate, all ages and
skill levels, children 10 and
under must be accompanied
by adult. Y membership not
required. Details: HoodCoun-
tyChess.com.

GENERALTRIVIA, 7-9 p.m.
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl
Street. Prizes and fun. Use
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf
Club has mini tournaments
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at
600 W. Moore St. Welcoming
alllevels of disc golfers. Show
up at least 15 minutes early
to pay the $12 entry fee and
warm up.

MELODY BELLS singers of
Granbury, women'’s choral
group, seeks new mem-
bers who love to sing 3-part
harmony, especially first or
second soprano. Also seeking
experienced piano accom-
panist. Weekly Thursday re-
hearsals for Christmas concert
season start Aug. 29, 10a.m.
tonoon, at First Presbyterian
Church Memorial Hall (the
Annex), 301 W. Bridge St. Con-
certs performed during first
two weeks of December. For
more information, please call
817-999-1364.

FRIDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS:
9a.m. exercise. 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hummers
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meets
every Saturday at Hilton Gar-
denInn, 635 E. Pearl St., for 5K
or 10K walk for fun, fellowship
and fitness. Details: 972-567-
3278.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS:
10:30 a.m. yoga. 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur
Radio Club meets on the first
Monday each month at7 p.m.

Deputy Larry Miller Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands
Ministry. The ministry needs
people to crochet, knit or use
a knitting loom to make gifts
to comfort theiill, bereaved,
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton
Baptist Church fellowship
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway.
Details: 817-326-4693.

SECOND MONDAYS

MEETING OF the Lake Gran-
bury Art Association at 224
N. Travis St.at 6 p.m. Meet-
ingincludes businessand a
monthly demonstration from
local and visiting artists. For
questions call 361-510-6820
or email simaneki@charter.
net.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS
Guild meets the third Monday
each month at United Coop
Electric, 320 Fall Creek High-
way, 6 p.m. Details: 817-296-
8186.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands
Ministry. The ministry needs
people to crochet, knit or use
aknitting loom to make gifts
to comfort theill, bereaved,
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton
Baptist Church fellowship
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway.
Details: 817-326-4693.

WAMS (WESTERN Area
Modeling Society) radio con-
trol club meets at 6:30 p.m.
at Spring Creek BBQ, 317 W.
U.S.Highway 377.R/C aircraft,
cars, boats, gliders, helicop-
ters, etc. Details: 817-475-2194

FIRST TUESDAYS

GRANBURY DOLL Club
meeting, 2 p.m.Hood County
Library, 222 N. Travis St., Gran-
bury. All doll appreciators are
welcome.

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING
Guild meets to knit, learn
and share knitting tips each
month at First Presbyterian
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m.and
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

THIRD TUESDAYS

THE PECAN Plantation Ge-
nealogy Group meets at the
EMS Training Room, 9518
Monticello Drive behind the
fire station. Everyone is wel-
come. You do not need to be
aresident to attend. Tell gate
security you are attending
the genealogy meeting in the
EMS Training Room. Ques-
tions? Email kcall3219@gmail.
com.

FOURTH  TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the fourth
Tuesday each month (except
November and December) at

Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace
817-279-2995 for additional
details.

MONTHLY MEETING of the
Granbury branch of the Mid-
Cities Stamp Club at the Bent-
water Activities Center, 1800
Emerald Bend Courtat 7 p.m.
Questions? 817-910-8174.

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette
Club meets thefirst Thursday
each month for fellowship,
planning events and other
business. Dinner, if desired, at
6 p.m., meeting from 7-8 p.m.
at Spring Creek Barbeque, 317
E.U.S.Highway 377. Details:
bskaggs8@aol.com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT meets
the second Thursday of every
month at 6 p.m. at the Emer-
gency Operations Center
located at 401 Deputy Larry
Miller Drive. HoodCoCert@
gmail.com.

THE GRANBURY EWMA,
Chapter P motorcycle group
meets at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 W. U.S. Highway
377.Dinner and fellowship is
at6 p.m., an informal meeting
isat 7 p.m. Group of plea-
sureriders who love to ride
in Texas and beyond. Many
Goldwingriders, also 2-and
3-wheelers, any and all riders
are welcome.

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Somervell A&M
Club meets the third Thurs-
day (exceptJune, July and
August) at Spring Creek BBQ
located at 317 W. U.S. High-
way 377 Granbury at 6 p.m.,
dining/social, 6:30 p.m. meet-
ing. Other activities, fundrais-
ersand meeting changes can
be found at hscaggies.org.

THE HOOD County Demo-
cratic Club meets each month
at 1410 Pearl St., Annex #1 at 7
p.m. Questions? Call 817-233-
5453,

THIRD FRIDAYS

LEGACY CHRISTIAN Acad-
emy of Granbury sponsors
skating dates year round at
Granbury Skating Rink from
10a.m.to noon. All Christian
music. $8 cash at the door.No
outside food or drink.

LAST THURSDAYS

MARINE CORPS League
Detachment 1297 meeting
atthe American Legion Hall,
3409 Davis Road, Granbury.
Chow is at 6 p.m., meeting at
7p.m.

SECOND SATURDAYS

SECOND SATURDAY
Showoff at Fuzzy's Taco Shop,
115 W. Pearl St. Car show, 8:30-
10:30a.m.

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion - including street address.
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BY MICKY SHEARON

Special to the
Hood County News
micky@hcnews.com

Getting a good night’s
sleep can often feel like an
elusive goal in our fast-
paced, technology-driven
world. Many of us end our
days glued to our screens,
scrolling through social me-
dia or binge-watching our
favorite shows, only to find
ourselves tossing and turn-
ing when it’s time to sleep.
However, research increas-
ingly suggests that how we
spend the final hour before
bed can significantly impact
our sleep quality. Creating a
consistent wind-down rou-
tine with calming activities
can be the key to unlocking
better sleep and, ultimately,
better health.

THE SCIENCE BEHIND SLEEP
AND RELAXATION

Sleep is a crucial compo-
nent of overall health, af-
fecting everything from our
mood and cognitive function
to our immune system and
heart health. While sleep is
a natural biological process,
falling and staying asleep
can sometimes require more
than just lying down and
closing our eyes. The mod-
ern lifestyle, with its reliance
on technology and constant
connectivity, has introduced
challenges to our sleep hy-

giene—especially when it
comes to screen time.

Numerous studies have
shown that exposure to blue
light emitted by screens can
interfere with our circadian
rhythm, the body’s natural
sleep-wake cycle. Blue light
inhibits the production of
melatonin, the hormone re-
sponsible for inducing sleep.
This disruption can delay the
onset of sleep, reduce sleep
quality and increase the like-
lihood of waking up during
the night.

In contrast, engaging in
relaxing activities before bed
can help the brain and body
transition into sleep mode.
Activities such as reading a
book, listening to soft music,
or practicing light stretching
or yoga help calm the mind
and relax the muscles, pre-
paring the body for a restful
night’s sleep.

BUILDINGA

WIND-DOWN ROUTINE

The key to a successful
wind-down routine is con-
sistency. By establishing a
set of calming activities you
look forward to each night,
you signal to your body that
it’s time to unwind and pre-
pare for sleep. Here are some
activities to consider incor-
porating into your bedtime
routine:

1. Reading a book: Reading
is a simple yet effective way
to relax before bed. Choose
abook that’s interesting

www.hcnews.com

Sleep smarter: Why your nighttime routine matters more than you think

but not too stimulating —
something that will engage
your mind without causing
excitement or stress. Unlike
screen-based activities, read-
ing from a physical book

or an e-reader with a blue
light filter doesn’t interfere
with melatonin production,
making it an ideal presleep
activity.

2. Listening to soft music:
Music has long been known
to profoundly affect our
emotions and physiological
state. Listening to calming,
slow-tempo music can lower
your heart rate and reduce
anxiety, setting the stage for
sleep. Classical music, am-
bient soundscapes or even
nature sounds are excel-
lent choices for a presleep
playlist.

3. Light stretching or yoga:
Gentle stretching or yoga can
help release physical tension
accumulated throughout
the day. Poses that focus on
deep breathing and relax-
ation, such as child’s pose
or seated forward bend, can
calm the nervous system and
ease the body into a restful
state. Incorporating a few
minutes of light stretching
or yoga into your routine can
be particularly beneficial if
you experience muscle ten-
sion or discomfort that inter-
feres with sleep.

4. Meditation or deep
breathing exercises:
Incorporating mindfulness
practices like meditation or

deep breathing exercises
into your wind-down routine
can further enhance relax-
ation. Techniques such as
progressive muscle relax-
ation or guided imagery can
help clear the mind of wor-
ries and reduce the stress
that may otherwise keep you
awake.

WHY SCREEN TIME BEFORE

BED IS A BAD IDEA

As tempting as it might be
to catch up on emails, watch
a late-night show, or scroll
through social media, the
evidence is clear: screen time
before bed is detrimental to
sleep quality. In addition to
the disruptive effects of blue
light, engaging with content
on screens — whether it’s
news, social media or enter-
tainment — can stimulate
the brain in ways that hinder
relaxation. The constant
flow of information and the
interactive nature of digital
content can keep the mind
active and alert, making it
harder to wind down.

A 2017 study published in
the journal “Sleep Health”
found that individuals who
spent more time on screens
before bed had poorer sleep
quality and were more likely
to experience insomnia
symptoms. The study em-
phasized the importance of
creating a digital curfew —
turning off screens at least
30 minutes before bed to
give the brain time to transi-
tion into sleep mode.
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Research increasingly suggests that how we spend the final hour
before bed can significantly impact our sleep quality.

MAKING

RELAXATION A HABIT
Consistency is critical to
reaping the full benefits of a
wind-down routine. Choose

arelaxing activity that you
genuinely enjoy and look
forward to each night. This
could be a combination of
the abovementioned activi-
ties or something else you
find soothing. The goal is
to make these activities a
regular part of your bedtime
ritual, allowing your body to
associate them with sleep.
It’s also essential to cre-
ate a sleep-friendly environ-
ment. Keep your bedroom
cool, dark and quiet, and re-

serve your bed for sleep and
relaxation only — this helps
reinforce the mental associa-
tion between your bed and
rest.

Incorporating these prac-
tices into your daily life
may require some adjust-
ment, but the rewards are
well worth it. By prioritizing
a wind-down routine and
reducing screen time before
bed, you'll likely find it easier
to fall asleep, stay asleep and
wake up feeling refreshed.
After all, good sleep is the
foundation of good health —
so why not give yourself the
best chance at a restful night
by winding down the right
way?

CHOCOLATE

FROM PAGE C6

shelves and appeal to the in-
creasingly discerning tastes
of consumers.

CATCHY NAMES AND
ICONICBARS: THE

ROARING 20S CANDY CRAZE
In an effort to capture the
public’s imagination, candy
companies began to give
their products creative and

memorable names, often in-
spired by the pop culture and
trends of the time. One of the
most famous examples is the
Charleston Chew, introduced
in 1925 and named after the
popular dance craze that was
sweeping the nation. Another
iconic bar, the Baby Ruth, hit
the shelves in 1921 and ben-
efited from the public’s fasci-
nation with baseball super-
star Babe Ruth. Interestingly,
despite popular belief, the
Baby Ruth bar was actually

GOOD FOR HOOD

Doug’s
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Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds
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Located in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury

817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com
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Exceptional Senior Living

named after Ruth Cleveland,
the daughter of former
President Grover Cleveland,
rather than the legendary
baseball player.

Other candy bars took in-
spiration from famous per-
sonalities and characters of
the era. The Lindy Bar, for
instance, was named after the
celebrated aviator Charles
Lindbergh, while the market
also saw bars named after
comic strip characters like
Dick Tracy and Little Orphan

Annie. Betsy Ross, a figure
from America’s revolutionary
past, even lent her name to

a sweet treat. The marketing
strategies behind these candy
bars were as diverse as the
ingredients inside them, and
by the end of the 1920s, the
United States was producing
more than 40,000 different
candy bars.

A LASTING LEGACY: THE

MODERN CANDY BAR
The candy bar boom of
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the 1920s laid the founda-
tion for the vast and varied
chocolate offerings we enjoy
today. Over the decades,
many iconic bars introduced
during this golden era have
remained popular while

new innovations continue to
push the boundaries of what
a candy bar can be. From the
battlefield to the candy aisle,
the history of the chocolate
bar is a testament to its en-
during appeal and its ability
to bring joy to people of all

Join Mama’s mobile

COUPON CLUB

ages.
So, the next time you un-
wrap a candy bar, take a
moment to appreciate its
rich history. What started
as a practical food for sol-
diers has evolved into one
of the most beloved treats
in the world — a sweet re-
minder of how a simple idea
can grow into something
extraordinary.

Text mamas to 21333 for

specials and information

Register

403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury
682-600-5734
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Call today to see if you could save up to 40%
on your auto insurance

Todd Colston
Agent
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