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County adopts
tax abatement
policy to spur
economic
orowth

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County Commissioners Court voted 3:2 to
adopt a tax abatement policy during a regularly sched-
uled meeting July 9.

The policy — which aims to offer reduced property
taxes to eligible businesses — was implemented by the
court with the goal of potentially bolstering economic
growth in the county.

According to the resolution, members of the court
believe tax abatements within specified guidelines
and criteria will attract and retain desirable commer-
cial enterprises in Hood County, thereby serving as a
crucial tool for contributing to the county's economic
development.

“I've stood up here and stated publicly and adamant-
ly that low taxes are the driving economic factor for
this county, and I think that's the thing that we need
to focus on,” Precinct 1 Commissioner Kevin Andrews
said, during the meeting.

The agenda item was initially tabled during the last
Hood County Commissioners Court meeting June 21
to account for changes on the proposed policy. Due to
the fourth iteration of the policy, Hood County resident
John Highsmith compared the agenda item to a horror
movie, noting that it keeps coming back for worse.

Highsmith said that while reinstating policies doesn't
guarantee all tax abatements will be granted, having a
policy in place would make any company foolish not to
at least consider seeking a tax abatement upon enter-
ing Hood County. He also questioned the belief that
offering tax abatements will give Hood County a sig-
nificant economic advantage, when it’s likely to occur
regardless.

"If they see that (an abatement) is out there, it's there
for the asking and they're going to ask for it, so I think
you're going to get a lot of companies that would oth-
erwise go into Hood County — a low tax county — and
say, ‘Hey, can we have that, too?” he said. “I don't un-
derstand why you think this is going to be necessarily
a big advantage for Hood County in trying to do eco-
nomic development. You're going to get the economic
development; you don't need the tax abatements.”

Resident Robert Tabor expressed his general oppo-
sition to tax abatements, referring to them as corpo-
rate welfare, drawing on his experience in corporate
acquisitions.

Tabor also raised concerns about Andrews removing
specific types of desired Hood County industries from
the policy. He argued that by defining the county’s pre-
ferred industries in the policy, it would attract more of
those companies to the area — especially if they’re con-
sidering relocating.

"If you know what type of industries you want here
that you think are great for this county, why not list
them?” he asked. “I mean, when companies start look-
ing at areas to relocate, they're going to look at if you
have guidelines for abatements and what kind of deals
you can offer them. But you need to understand and
control what you want in (Hood County).”

Following Tabor’s comments, Andrews addressed
some of his generalities — like removing the preferred
industries from the policy — stating that he doesn’t
want to paint himself into a situation where he has to
give an abatement to a company.

"With (the policy) being a little bit more vague and
a little bit more general, it gives us more latitude to
deny," he said.

Hood County Judge Ron Massingill said he agreed
with Tabor that businesses typically evaluate whether a
county offers an abatement policy before selecting that
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COURTESY PHOTOS
World War Il veteran Charles Baldwin pays tribute to those lost during the battle of D-Day by laying a single red rose on Utah Beach, during the
trip to Normandy, France last month.

WWII veteran reflects on D-Day at 80th anniversary

BY ASHLEY TERRY off his military boots
Staff Writer and journeyed back to
ashley@hcnews.com the shores of Normandy,

France, where he once
stormed the beaches on
D-Day.

Honoring the courage
and sacrifice of count-
less soldiers, American
Airlines offered nearly

t 102 years young, Granbury’s
own Charles Baldwin is living
proof that age is just a number —
especially when it comes to reliv-

ing epic adventures! 70 World War II veterans
, . the chance to partici-
In his most recent ex- the spirited World War II
perience of a lifetime, Air Force veteran dusted PLEASE SEE PAST | A5

Charles Baldwin, aretired Air Force fighter pilot, was able to take a trip of a lifetime when
American Airlines took him and 70 other veterans back to the shores of Normandy, France
to honor the 80th anniversary of D-Day.

Granbury’s Jon Back nominated as Democratic candidate for district clerk

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County Democratic
Party has officially announced the
nomination of Jon Back as its can-
didate for district clerk in the up-
coming November election.

Back, a long-time Granbury
resident and retired Navy veteran,
was selected July 12 by a unani-
mous vote of 11 members of the
Democratic executive committee.

According to Hood County
Democratic Party Chairman
Adrienne Martin, Back expressed
a commitment to run the office
in an “impartial and nonpartisan

manor.”

“He's a hard worker, he's got an
immaculate character, he's a kind
person, he's a fair person, and I've
never heard anybody say a bad
word about him,” Martin told the
Hood County News.

While a few other members of
the Democratic executive commit-
tee toyed with the idea of running
for the district clerk nomination,
Martin said they changed their
minds once they found out Back
had decided to run.

"The reception, as far as him be-
ing our candidate, people seem re-
ally excited,” Martin said. “And I've
heard from Republicans who are
really excited about him running,

so that's encouraging.”

A few weeks ago, tensions un-
folded following the Hood County
Republican Party executive com-
mittee’s decision to place Melanie
Graft as the Republican nominee
for district clerk.

Many Hood County residents im-
mediately took to Facebook follow-
ing the decision, stating that cur-
rent interim district clerk Roberta

Zamarron was the better candidate.

Several residents also complained
about the transparency and fair-
ness of the electoral process, ex-
pressing concerns that the meeting
was not held in open forum. Others
stated how it was “unfair” to allow

Graft to vote as a member of the ex-

ecutive committee when Zamarron
was not a member of the board.
Comments also stated that Graft
should have recused herself during
the vote.

“The Republican nominee,
Melanie Graft’s, tenure on the
Granbury ISD school board has
been marred by petty partisan poli-
tics and controversy,” Martin said,
in a social media statement. “In
contrast, Mr. Back offers a wealth
of knowledge and experience from
his prior career as nuclear network
coordinator at the Comanche Peak
Power Plant.”

Back — who has lived in
Granbury for almost 40 years —
is also famous for putting on the

Granbury Christmas Lights display
at his home in the South Grove
neighborhood with his late wife,
Suzanne.

“He works on it like, I think, all
year long, and it syncs up with
the radio,” Martin told the HCN.
“People like, line up to see his
house. He looks like Santa Claus, so
I think he sometimes comes out as
Santa Claus, too.”

Martin said Back is not a “su-
per political” person, but is still
highly involved in his community,
as he is a regular attender of the
GISD school board meetings and
the meetings of the Hood County
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS

CHAMBER NEWS

RLG hosts Pickleball Palooza Extravaganza Aug. 24 at TX HOP Club

ing sponsor Wellington State Bank but

also to our court sponsors: Pure Funding,
Mattressville, DT Roofing & Construction,
FNB of Granbury, Glenn Aire Company and
Patriot Retirement Group. We are grateful
for your support and your commitment to
our community. Additionally, we’d like to
extend a special thank you to our sign spon-
sor, 817 Print, and to our amazing host,

TX HOP Club! Thank you all for helping us
bring our community together through the
joy of pickleball! Court sponsorships and
refreshment sponsorships are still available
so please email info@granburychamber.
com for more information.

Don’t miss out on the Pickleball Palooza!
Come out, grab a paddle and join us for a
memorable day on the court. Let’s make
this event a smash hit together! For more
information and to purchase tickets, check
out www.granburychamber.com or call
817-573-1622.

Granbury Chamber of Commerce

Come join the excitement at Pickleball
Palooza hosted by the Rising Leaders Club
of Granbury! This exciting event, gener-
ously sponsored by Wellington State Bank,
is scheduled for Aug. 24 from 11 a.m. to 2
p-m. at TXHOP Club. This event promises a
thrilling day of fun for the entire family!

This event offers a chance to get on the
court, grab some food, and make connec-
tions. Located at TX HOP Club, this event
offers a chance to experience this fun sport
whether you're a beginner or a pro. There's
something for everyone!

Registration is open to all ages: $10 for
kids agel?2 and younger, $20 for chamber
members, and $30 for general admission.
Your registration not only guarantees a day
filled with excitement but also supports the
Rising Leaders of Granbury’s initiatives in
the Granbury community.

Huge shout out to not only our present-
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FAMILY PIGKLEBALL EXTRAVAGANZA

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24 11:00AM- 2:00PM
TX HOP CLUB
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This exciting event, generously sponsored by Wellington State Bank, is scheduled for Aug. 24 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m.at TXHOP Club.
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NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

S granbury
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New Member Spotlight

Stand Strong Fencing of West
Fort Worth

“We don't just build fences; we craft barriers that amaze
d stand the test of time, ensuring your safety, privacy,
and peace of mind. ”

COURTESY GRAPHIC
Stand Strong Fencing of West Fort Worth :“We don’t just build fences; we craft barriers that amaze and
stand the test of time, ensuring your safety, privacy and peace of mind. Our diverse range of fencing
caters to both residential and commercial clients alike, ensuring that no matter the scale or complexity
of your project, we have the expertise and resources to bring your vision to life." Thank you for joining
the Granbury Chamber of Commerce!
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New Member Spotlight

and everything in between
817 Puint.com
817-969-9889

817 Print

“ 817 Print: The newest printing company for signs and
printing needs. Exceptional quality and personalized
service to meet all your needs with expertise”

COURTESY GRAPHIC

817 Print:"The newest printing company for signs and printing needs. Anything from business cards,
signs, copy and print and billboards! Exceptional quality and personalized service to meet all your needs
with expertise.”Thank you for joining the joining the Granbury Chamber of Commerce!

Welcome to our New Chamber Thank you to the following Generations Plumbing Carey & Sons Marine The Salvation Army of Hood County
Members who joined in June! members who renewed their The Bike Rack Taco Casa Moncrief Cancer Center
) Chamber Membership in June! Brazos River Authority EECU Credit Union SenderaTitle
World Class Cleaning, LLC We ap|prec1ate your continued Carter Landscape Design & KASH for Kids Woods Furniture
Home Grown Group Realt'y, LLC support: Installation Beehive Homes of Granbury Tommy’s Properties
Legacy Broker Group - Caitlyn Upbring Empire Realty Group - Kylee Peterson  Chicken Express Somervell Floors
Upham, Realtor Herter Electric Service Award Surveying Guild Mortgage Higginbotham & Associates
Event O Matic Integrity Urgent Care Town Square Publishing Holson, Inc.
VYBE Marketing & Media Edward Jones - Chad Carroll TXHOP Club Goranson Bain Ausley
Pearl Dentures & Dental Care Star AC Supply LLC Edward Jones - Tony Mobly
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

A unique way to spend free time

BY SAM HOUSTON

eople find a lot of ways to spend their free

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood
County News. He is also an actor, author,
playwright, performer and entertainment
producer/promoter.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

time. There are those who like to enjoy vi-

sual experiences like going to museums or

art galleries. Others prefer to participate
in sporting activities like playing golf, or perhaps
fishing and hunting. Still others enjoy going to the
movies, or hiking, or even “collecting.”

It seems the popular-

ity of some of the ways we
expend time run in cycles.
For instance, when I was a
young boy, crocheting was
something that a great many
women did to pass the time
of day. I can still see both my
grandmothers sitting in their
respective rockers crochet-

ing. It was something which
would occupy their time

but at the same time serve a
useful purpose like creating
ablanket for a new grand-
child. It has been years since
I have seen someone crochet,
but I was recently informed
that crochet is making quite
a comeback and has become

Allyson Tidlow

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Say hello to our neighbor,
Allyson Tidlow!

Allyson Tidlow was eager to get going in life and feels
very grateful that the staff at Granbury High School
worked with her to graduate in 2023, a full year ahead
of schedule! Anyone who shops at “The Pug” might rec-
ognize Allyson there in her role as Assistant Manager.
She thrives in her job, overseeing operations at what
they describe as a boutique and tacky little gift shop on
the historic Granbury Square. “The owner of this place
is amazing; she runs four different stores. I don’t know
how she does it!” Allyson loves her job and the wide ar-
ray of diverse visitors drawn to Granbury, with who she
thoroughly enjoys sharing stories and information.

She loves life in Hood County in general. “It’s so nice
and friendly here. It feels safer than other towns I've
lived in.” A lot of her free time is spent with friends at
concerts and festivals. “You might think I'd be burned
out with people, but I'm not!” She especially loves coun-
try music. Fun fact: Allyson’s cousin Micheal Hix is a
hugely popular entertainer who performs regularly at
Granbury Live! Allyson tells us, thanks to the Hood
County News we always know what’s happening. “The
Hood County News is just always present.”

A big part of Allyson’s inspiration comes from her
mother and grandfather, who are both teachers. She is
preparing to start college courses to pursue a career in
elementary education. She hopes to gain experience by
substituting the next few years here in Granbury.

www.hcnews.com

quite a fad with the younger
folks.

Another new crazeis a
game called “Pickleball”
which has burst on to the
activities scene and created
a huge stir of excitement.
Pickleball courts are being
built everywhere, and folks
by the tens of thousands
have become passionate par-
ticipants. It offers competi-
tion, exercise and fun, which
is something folks seem to
seek

Imust admit I have a rath-
er silly and unexplainable
interest in spending spare
time looking at real estate.
When I was a young family
man, I would occasionally go
to real estate “open houses”
to see all the new home de-
signs and decorating ideas.
I'would examine the floor-
ing, the use of space, how
the rooms were laid out,
and soak up all the differ-

ent ways a house could be
designed. I was hoping to ex-
pand my knowledge in prep-
aration for building a home
for myself someday, but as
it turns out that dream has
never come to pass. Maybe I
chose to spend my time that
way for the simple joy of ex-
ploring something new.
Lately, I have taken to look-
ing at real estate in other
towns and even other states.
Ilook at lakefront property,
raw land, and occasionally
the condominium market.
This weekend I had some
free time and I caught myself
looking at lakefront homes
in the Ozarks and compar-
ing the prices with lakefront
property here in Texas. I
checked out a variety of dis-
tant locations and found it
fascinating to see what your
money can buy in California,
as opposed to what you can
get for your buck in Tulsa.

AsTlook, I sometimes
fantasize about jumping up
and making a move, though
in my rational mind, I do not
believe that will ever hap-
pen. It is not the actual move
that I seek, it is the joy in
my heart and the adrenaline
that flows through my veins
when Iimagine living in new
surroundings and experienc-
ing what it might have to of-
fer. What will winter be like
in Michigan? How humid will
it be in the Ozarks? How of-
ten will I lay out on the beach
if Ilive in Sarasota? These
are only a few of the unan-
swered questions in life.

The other night my wife
saw me looking at my tablet
and asked me what I was
reading about. At that mo-
ment I was reviewing real es-
tate in Gulf Shores, Alabama,
a place I have never been. I
sort of chortled at her and
said, “nothing, just taking

a quick trip in my mind.”
Maybe my exploration is
time wasted, but the thrill
of the hunt for a host of new
experiences is something I
hope never separates from
me.

For some folks, there is
always a longing to know
what is on the other side of
the hill and to wonder what
other life possibilities a
man might experience. I've
learned that it does not take
me long before I realize how
much I like the journey I am
already on. But I sure do like
sitting back, letting my mind
drift and enjoy the fantasy of
what might have been. The
dream may be better than
living the dream. I think it
usually is.

Thought for the day: For
those who dream, there is no
such place as “far away.”

Until next time ... Twill
keep ridin’ the storm out.

City creates tax abatement zone
at Granbury Regional Airport

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The city of Granbury recently made
a crucial move toward attracting more
aerospace companies to the area.

In a unanimous vote, the Granbury
City Council approved the creation of
a tax abatement reinvestment zone at
the Granbury Regional Airport, during a
regularly scheduled meeting July 2.

The decision — authorized under
Ordinance No. 24-36 — designates
the entire 320.48-acre airport area as
Granbury Reinvestment Zone Number
Five, which aims to encourage aviation

and aerospace companies to establish
operations within Granbury by offering
potential tax abatements.

"Simply, it creates the tax abatement
environment reinvestment zone to
build and incentivize projects at the
airport in the future,” City Manager
Chris Coffman said during the meet-
ing. “At this current time, we have no
tax abatement agreements in place or
(any) being considered right now, but
this is a proactive move that (Economic
Development Director) Lance (LaCour)
helped us with as we move forward
with economic development at the
airport.”

Coffman explained that should the

city have a project come to fruition, the
council will hold a vote to publicize it,
offer a 30-day notice, conduct a public
hearing, and then consider approving
the tax abatement agreement.

"We're just, Iwould say, setting the
dining room table for activity later
should it happen,” he added. “This re-
investment zone will last for two years.”

Place 6 Councilmember Greg Corrigan
made a motion to adopt Ordinance No.
24-36, approving the creation of a tax
abatement reinvestment zone at the
Granbury Regional Airport.

Following a second by Place 4
Councilmember Skip Overdier, the mo-
tion passed unanimously.

ABATEMENT
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location for their operations.

"If it doesn't have an abatement poli-
cy, there are going to be plenty of other
counties that do have an abatement
policy, so they're going to skip over that
county,” Massingill said. “I think every-
body up here, all of us on this bench
here, are going to take a very, very hard
look at anybody being entitled to an
abatement as to what it does for the
good of Hood County, before we're go-
ing to give anybody any kind of a tax
break; it's got to be for the benefit of
Hood County, and there's a million fac-
tors that can go into that.”

Precinct 4 Commissioner Dave Eagle
said he disagreed with Massingill’s per-
spective, asserting that the county gov-
ernment's role should not interfere in
business operations and private prop-
erty rights.

“This is with all due respect, but the
more ['ve looked into this, the more I'm
just flat out against an abatement pol-
icy,” he said, adding that he aligns his
views with the Republican platform's
principle of reducing government in-
volvement in business affairs. “I think
that any kind of abatement policy is ill
advised, but that’s just me.”

Precinct 2 Commissioner Nannette
Samuelson then highlighted Hood
County’s rapid growth and the county’s
infrastructure needs, like additional
schools and road improvements. She
also brought up how the county has
one of the lowest, if not the lowest, tax
rates compared to neighboring coun-
ties, which already serves as a strong
economic draw.

“This is already an economic incen-
tive,” she said. “If businesses are look-
ing to come here, they're going to see

that and they're going to see the job
base here. It's not the government's job
to pick winners and losers. We already
know there's growth. The employment
base is here, industries will go where
there's an employment base, an eco-
nomically favorable environment, and a
low tax rate — that's Hood County.”

Saying competition is what it’s all
about, Massingill added that if Hood
County adopted a tax abatement policy,
it would be “in the game” with neigh-
boring counties like Johnson, Erath and
Parker.

While he said he was personally not in
favor of tax abatements, Massingill said
he would support them if they clearly
benefited Hood County residents.

“If there is a benefit to the people of
Hood County, I want to be able to —
and I think it's our fiduciary duty — to
take that benefit for the people of Hood
County,” Massingill said. “I'm not go-
ing to be bound by any doctrine that's
just going to say, ‘I don't care what kind
of benefits this business would bring
to Hood County, we're not going to
give you a tax abatement.’ That's why
I'm saying that you got to look at each
project, each business, each thing on an
individual basis and make the best deci-
sion for the people of Hood County ... I
think that an abatement policy is some-
thing that we do need, but then you
have very stringent requirements that a
business must make before they're en-
titled to an abatement.”

Andrews then made a motion to ap-
prove the tax abatement guidelines as
presented. Following a second from
Precinct 3 Jack Wilson, the motion car-
ried 3:2, with Eagle and Samuelson vot-
ing, “No.”

POLICY INFO
Tax abatement applicants shall com-

plete the Hood County Application

for Economic Development Incentives
found on the Hood County website and
include a payment of $1,000.

Once an application has been submit-
ted, the Hood County Commissioners
Court shall review any requests for a
tax abatement. The court then decides
whether economic development incen-
tives should be offered in each individ-
ual case. The court's recommendation
shall be based upon a subjective evalu-
ation of the following criteria: employ-
ment impact, fiscal impact and commu-
nity impact.

The tax abatement policy states that
Hood County is not under any obliga-
tion to provide a tax abatement to any
applicant, and that all applications will
be considered on a case-by-case basis.

These guidelines and criteria herein
follow Section 312 of the Texas Tax
Code and shall be effective from the
date of passage and remain effective
for two years from such date of adop-
tion unless otherwise amended or re-
pealed by a three-fourths vote of the
commissioners court. Even if deferred,
the abatement period may not exceed
10 years.

Sections 312.402(a-2) and 312.204
of the Texas Tax Code detail the enti-
ties that are authorized to request tax
abatements, the duration of the abate-
ment period, and the specific condi-
tions to be met.

For more information about the
tax abatement, visit the Hood County
Commissioners Court agenda for July
9 and click on the link next to agenda
item No. 2 under “VII: Miscellaneous
Business to be discussed and consid-
ered for approval” to see the full policy
document.
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BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Members of the Hood
County Commissioners
Court engaged in a lively dis-
cussion last week regarding
the potential implementa-
tion of a daily reporting pro-
cess for IT personnel.

Although no formal mo-
tion was made regarding the
agenda item, county offi-
cials engaged in a 30-minute
discussion that showcased
opposing viewpoints on
transparency and operation-
al efficiency.

Precinct 4 Commissioner
Dave Eagle opened the dis-
cussion by highlighting the
importance of tracking time,
as he said it was essential for
accurate billing and quality
control.

“I'm in the dark a lot with
the IT department,” he said.
“I'll confess, I don't know
that much about how the
IT department operates.
Imean, I know they keep
our computers going, and
all that kind of stuff, but
for me, I need some bench-
marks. I need quality control
points, and I think we need
to do diligence to under-
stand exactly what's going
on with employees in the de-
partment on a daily basis.”

Eagle recommended ex-
ploring resources like the
DataPine website to under-
stand the benefits of IT ana-
lytics better. He mentioned
several advantages of inter-
active reporting, including
enhanced decision-mak-
ing, improved productivity
and reduced costs, stating
that these tools could help
streamline processes and
foster greater confidence in
the department's operations.

“Running an IT depart-
ment is no easy feat, and I
think (IT Chief Information
Officer) Drew (Wiederkehr)
can testify to that,” Eagle
said. “There are countless
things to consider on a daily
basis, not to mention long
term initiatives to focus on ...
There's plenty of other mate-
rial to read about this, about

taking more care in what
you're doing on a daily basis
or an hourly basis to give us
some sort of data points to
work from when we're look-
ing at budgets."

In response to Eagle,
Wiederkehr stated that the
IT department utilizes a
ticketing system that allows
him to print reports on the
number of tickets, response
times, and the departments
where most time is spent. He
expressed his willingness to
provide these reports if the
court deems them useful.

Hood County Judge Ron
Massingill noted the chal-
lenges faced by both Parker
County and the city of
Granbury after experiencing
anetwork hack, where they
each suffered financial loss-
es and significant downtime
in their systems.

He explained that during a
similar hacking attempt on
the county’s systems, both
Wiederkehr and Assistant
Chief of Information
Technology Owen Curnutt
quickly detected the threat
— preventing any data loss
and sparing the county a sig-
nificant financial burden.

“We had Homeland
Security here, the FBI here
... and those people were
so laudatory in their praise
about our IT department,”
Massingill said. “These guys
immediately picked up on it
and saved this county mil-
lions of dollars. We never
lost one bit of information,
and never had to hire any
outside people. They did
such a marvelous job where
everybody else around us,
it cost them millions of
dollars.”

Massingill praised the IT
team's responsiveness, re-
counting instances where
he reached out to them in
the middle of the night with
urgent issues, and said they
always delivered.

"They've never let me
down,” he said. “I have the
highest praise for these peo-
ple, and I have never had any
complaint about anybody in
this department.”

He also expressed pride
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Proposed IT activity reporting process
sparks debate among county otficials

in the work of the IT depart-
ment, stating, “If it’s not
broken, why are we trying to
fix something by putting an-
other requirement in?”

“We're trying to improve
on something that I was so
proud of. I mean, we were
all under a cloak of certain
secrecy that we couldn't say
anything, but these guys did
amarvelous job,” Massingill
continued, resulting in a
round of applause from
the public. “I'm proud of
our employees, and I think
they do one great job and
I'm against putting another
something on for them to do
... don't think this is neces-
sary. I don't think we should
be creating another job for
IT department when they've
done such a fabulous job for
Hood County.”

Precinct 2 Commissioner
Nannette Samuelson also
shared her extensive back-
ground in IT, noting that
throughout her 30-plus
years in the field, it was com-
mon to track the time spent
on various projects like cod-
ing and troubleshooting. She
emphasized that many soft-
ware programs exist specifi-
cally for IT time reporting,
making it a common proce-
dure across departments.

“There's a saying that what
gets measured gets done,"
Samuelson said. “This is
also a management tool for
Drew to be able to develop
his employees. ‘You had this
amount of time spent on
this. Was there something I
could have helped you with?'
As amanager, director, su-
pervisor, when I was on the
other side of the timekeep-
ing, Tused those documents
to help me develop my staff;
that's why there's so many
uses for this. It's just a nor-
mal process that every IT
department does. It's not
anything that's out of the
ordinary."

She went on to explain
that if timekeeping were
not widely practiced, there
wouldn’t be a dedicated soft-
ware to provide this service.

“This is just a way for two
things,” Samuelson said.

“To help Drew manage and
develop his staff, and also
ensure that we as the court
are spending our dollars cor-
rectly. It's just another way
to be fiduciary responsible
for the tax dollars.”

Precinct 1 Commissioner
Kevin Andrews told
Wiederkehr he appreci-
ates his efforts to save the
county money. He also ques-
tioned if there was a way
to track the time spent on
individual support tickets
without making the process
burdensome.

Wiederkehr said he is open
to providing the reports, as
long as the IT department
can continue utilizing its
current system.

Precinct 3 Commissioner
Jack Wilson emphasized
there are certain activities
within IT that cannot be pub-
licly disclosed for security
reasons. He also expressed
concern about departments
utilizing micromanaging tac-
tics to lead their teams.

"Are we going to start
having road ops do a ticket
every time they go to fix
a pothole?” Wilson asked.
“Because that's where we're
headed."

During public comments,
Hood County resident Brad
Yarborough raised a ques-
tion about the employment
status of IT staff. Once
Wiederkehr confirmed there
are only three hourly em-
ployees, Yarborough argued
that implementing a time
clock for the salaried em-
ployees is unnecessary.

"To me, this is just micro-
managing something the
court doesn't need to do,”
he said. “Dave talks about
trying to save money and
whatnot ... If you're that
concerned about money,
then why isn't every de-
partment having to turnin
timesheets? To me, this is
just your way of trying to
control everything in this
county, starting with IT. I
would not recommend doing
this because again, if you ask
any IT guy, it's just a waste
of their time."

“'m an IT guy,” Samuelson

added.

“I've been in IT for over
20 years,” Yarborough said.
“It’s a huge waste of time ...
If you're going to do it just
for IT, you need to do it for
everybody.”

Hood County resident
Harold Granek referenced
his prior experience as a
retinal specialist, noting that
sometimes the end results
matter more than the hours
logged.

"ITwas in a profession
where I fixed eyes, specifi-
cally, and there was one
retina person who said,
‘Well, he would spend more
than two hours fixing an
eye,” Granek said. “The dif-
ference between his results
and mine was at a much
higher successful rate and
doctors tended to refer to
me because I got success —
that's the key in IT. You want
to know what the result is.
If T spent just two hours and
quit, but I spent two-and-
a-half hours and fixed the
eye, that's what mattered to
people.

“If Drew found it useful
to have this accounting, I'd
say go with it. Otherwise, it
strikes me as additional pa-
perwork that will take time
and therefore in some sense,
costs the county money.
What we want from IT is the
result, and we're getting re-
sults with them without this
accounting process. Unless
Drew found that useful, I
would think that we should
continue what we're doing
and get good results.”

Eagle then posed a ques-
tion to Wiederkehr, asking if
he could tell the court exact-
ly what his hourly employ-
ees do during their 40 hours
on a daily basis.

“Is that what you want me
to do?” Wiederkehr asked.
“Yes, I can do that.”

“But you couldn't do it
right now, right?” Eagle
asked.

“I can,” Wiederkehr said.
“Everything is tracked on the
ticket system.”

"Everything is tracked on
a ticket by employee when
they come in, and when they
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The Hood County Democratic Party has officially announced the nomination of Jon Back as its candidate for district clerk in the upcoming November election.

NOMINEE

FROM PAGE A1
Commissioners Court.
"He's kind of unusual in

that way, because usually to
get people to go, I have to go
to the (Democratic) meeting
and say, ‘OK, we need some
people to show up for this

or that,' but he won't even be
at the meeting, and I'll see
him there,” she said. “He just
does it on his own.”

Overall, Martin said Back is

a “great candidate,” for the
role of district clerk and is
also a “man of integrity.”
"He's got the background
to do the actual job of clerk,

and we're excited to have
him,” she added.
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leave, so you can give us a
time sheet for each employ-
ee?” Eagle asked.

“Is that what you want?
Yes,” Wiederkehr responded.
“That's not what I asked

you,” Eagle said. “T asked
you, ‘Is it something that can
be done with what you've
got right now?””

“Yes. That's all I'm saying,”
Wiederkehr said. “I can do
areport if that's what you
want.”

“T've learned everything I
need to learn today,” Eagle
said.

Samuelson expressed that
if there’s an existing report,
it should be shared with the
court. She later clarified that
they mainly need a summa-
ry by person, day, or week.
Wiederkehr said he can de-
liver whatever frequency the
court prefers.

Following more discus-
sion, Andrews remarked
that the IT department
can build on the informa-
tion they already have
and questioned the neces-
sity of a formal motion.
Finally, Massingill suggested
Wiederkehr send any reports
that are currently available,
and the court will provide
feedback if any additional
information is needed.

CALENDAR

ONGOING
FORWARD TRAINING
Center “Beginner Typing
Skills” class. Call 817-573-
6677 or email info@for-
wardtrainingcenter.org

TUESDAY, JULY 23

MEETING OF the Mid Cit-
ies Stamp Clubat7 p.m.,
Bentwater Activities Cen-
ter, 1800 Emerald Bend
Court, Granbury. Presenta-
tion of Rodgers Aerial Post
and Flight of the Vinfiz. Call
817-910-8174 for more in-
formation.

FRIDAY, JULY 26
HOOD COUNTY Hospital
District board of directors
regularly scheduled meet-
ingatnoon in the Annex
[ Meeting Room, 200 Depu-
ty Larry Miller Drive, Gran-
bury. Call 817-579-3200 for
more information.

MONDAY, AUG. 12
TEXAS DEMOCRATIC

Women of Hood County
monthly meeting. Guest
speaker: John DeLorme,
State Democratic execu-
tive committee member,
Congressional District 25.
11:a.m. Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 E. U.S. Highway
377,Granbury. Details: 254-
716-5195.

TO SUBMIT
CALENDARITEMS

Information should
be submitted at least
two weeks prior to the
event for consider-
ation. The Community
Calendaris afree list-
ingin the Hood County
News to inform read-
ers of programs, special
meetings and nonprofit
events. The event should
be open to the public
and free to attend. Email
the who, what, when
and where. Include the
meeting location and
a street address for the
location. The topic for
the meeting, program or
guest speaker must be
included. Email to:
calendar@hcnews.com.
Calendar information
runs in chronological
orderas space
isavailable.
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VETERAN

FROM PAGE A1

pate in the 80th anniversary
celebration — and Baldwin
was one of the lucky few cho-
sen for this extraordinary
experience.

“Well, of course I was excit-
ed about it because hey, that
was a big deal,” Baldwin told
the Hood County News.

According to history.com,
D-Day was the name given
to the June 6, 1944, invasion
of the beaches at Normandy
in northern France by troops
from the United States,
Canada, the United Kingdom
and other countries during
World War II. France at the
time was occupied by the
armies of Nazi Germany,
and the amphibious assault
— codenamed Operation
Overlord — landed some
156,000 Allied soldiers on
the beaches of Normandy by
the end of the day.

Despite their success,
some 4,000 Allied troops
were Killed by German sol-
diers defending the beaches.
At the time, the D-Day inva-
sion was the largest naval,
air and land operation in
history, and within a few
days about 326,000 troops,
more than 50,000 vehicles
and some 100,000 tons of
equipment had landed, his-
tory.com reports. By August
1944, all of northern France
had been liberated, and in
spring of 1945 the Allies
had defeated the Germans.
Historians often refer to
D-Day as the beginning of
the end of World War IL

“I'hadn’t thought about
it that much until this trip,
but someone came up with a
statement to the effect that
this invasion, D-Day, was the
incident, so to speak, that
saved the civilized world —
and that’s big,” Baldwin said.
“Because had that failed, if
we were alive, we’d be speak-
ing German or Japanese.
That was the turning point,
and I never had really
thought about it like that,
but it surely was.”

WAITING IN THE WINGS

While several World War
Il veterans knew at least six
months ahead of time they
would be embarking on such
amonumental trip, Baldwin
experienced a last-minute
surprise after a fellow vet-
eran was unable to go on the
trip due to health concerns.

As luck would have it,
Joshua Holm — a close
friend of Baldwin’s and
founder of Steel Hope
Foundation in Mineral Wells
— discovered there was a
last-minute opening and
recommended Baldwin as a
replacement.

“I got an email from a
friend, and she’s like, ‘Do
you know anybody?”” Holm
told the HCN. “I said, ‘T know
someone right now.” The
problem was, we were only
a few weeks away from the
trip and this is like a half-
year vetting process, but I'm
like, ‘But this person can do
it. This would be a perfect
candidate for you,” and they
said, ‘OK, let’s do it.””

In just a few short weeks,
Baldwin was officially ap-
proved to go, with Holm
commenting he couldn’t
think of a more deserving
person to be honored with
the trip.
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Charles Baldwin was grinning ear to ear when he and his son J.R. (Russ) had the pleasure of meeting legendary filmmaker Steven Spielberg,

during his Normandy trip.
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Upon meeting Charles Baldwin, President Joe Biden gave him a challenge coin, that reads, “Eightieth Anniversary: 46th President of the
United States of America — Joseph R. Biden, Jr, D-DAY," on one side, with the date and the quote, “They also serve who only stand and wait,”

depicted on the other side.

“He reminded me a lot of
my grandfather, so I started
building a relationship, and
we started just connecting
on a personal level,” Holm
said. “He’s very humorous,
witty, humble and a very
honorable person. It’s very
easy to honor someone who
is very humble.”

THETRIP OF A LIFETIME
According to an American
Airlines press release, the
historic trip started at
American’s headquarters
in Dallas-Fort Worth with a
kickoff dinner that includ-
ed a 1940s-era big band
and the Victory Belles from
the National World War I
Museum in New Orleans.
Veterans were also given a
special heroes’ arrival by
American Airlines team
members before head-
ing to Dallas Fort Worth
International airport, where
the celebration continued.
Upon arrival at Charles de
Gaulle Airport in Paris, the
World War II veterans were
welcomed by cheers and
handshakes as they made
their way through the newly

refurbished terminal.

A brief welcome ceremony
in the terminal included re-
marks by U.S. Ambassador
to France Denise Bauer and
the President of France’s
Mission Liberation 80
Task Force, Ambassador
Philippe Etienne. The vet-
erans were welcomed by
the U.S. Embassy’s Marine
Detachment and the cer-
emony included a choir per-
formance by children from
Marymount International
School.

The following morning,
the veterans participated
in a wreath-laying ceremo-
ny at Suresnes American
Cemetery that featured a
solemn performance by the
service academy choir and
alone bugler from the U.S.
Naval Academy honoring the
fallen with “Taps.”

Lunch was served as the
veterans cruised down the
Seine River and the evening
was spent honoring the fall-
en during le Ravivage de la
Flamme ceremony beneath
the Arc de Triomphe.

The veterans spent two
days in Paris before they
traveled to the Normandy
region for commemorative
events.

The arrival in Normandy
started with a heroes’ wel-
come by school children and
World War Il re-enactors in
Houlgate followed by a visit
to Le Memorial de Caen, a
museum and war memo-
rial commemorating World
War II and the Battle of
Normandy.

A visit to historic Omaha
Beach provided time for the
veterans to walk in the hero-
ic path of those who stormed
the beaches 80 years ago and
lay a wreath to honor those
who didn’t survive the beach
landing. The afternoon was
spent among the bunkers
and bomb craters of Pointe
du Hoc and honoring the U.S.
Army Rangers who scaled
the steep cliffs June 6, 1944.

On Utah Beach, the vet-
erans paid tribute by each

laying a single rose in honor
of the fallen. A historic cha-
teau served as the backdrop
for a special lunch that was
attended by senior military
leaders from the Department
of Defense and other digni-
taries. That afternoon, the
veterans were the primary
focus in Sainte-Mére-Eglise
as thousands gathered to
cheer their arrival into the
town made famous by the
Airborne soldiers who para-
chuted into the area.

The events in Normandy
concluded with a ceremony
marking the 80th anniver-
sary of the D-Day landings
at the Normandy American
Cemetery, where more than
9,000 U.S. service members
from World War II are laid
torest.

MEMORABLE ENCOUNTERS

While the D-Day experi-
ence was memorable itself
for Baldwin, he also got the
opportunity to meet two
prominent celebrities.

Since his granddaughter,
Angie, works for the Amblin
film company in Los Angeles,
Baldwin had the pleasure
of meeting legendary film-
maker Steven Spielberg —
creator of films like “Jaws,”
“E.T.” and “Schindler’s List.”

“We were at a luncheon at
one of the events and a big
mob of people were sur-
rounding Steve — I call him,
Steve — and I waited until
it cleared out,” Baldwin ex-
plained. “T approached him,
and I said ‘Steve, my grand-
daughter works for your
outfit. You better get me a
screen test. T hadn’t got it yet
and I'm tired of waiting.’ He
got a big laugh out of that
and we chatted a while.”

Another unforgettable en-
counter came when Baldwin
had the unique chance to
meet President Joe Biden,
being one of just eight out of
70 veterans selected for the
honor.

“I got to meet the presi-
dent and his wife,” he said.
“There were suits every-
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where, Secret Service or
whoever those guys are that
travel with him. There were a
bunch of them. They all look
alike and dressed alike.”

Biden also gave Baldwin
a challenge coin that reads,
“Eightieth Anniversary:
46th President of the United
States of America — Joseph
R. Biden, Jr, D-DAY,” on one
side, with the date and the
quote, “They also serve who
only stand and wait,” depict-
ed on the other side.

“We went to shake hands
and he had (the coin) in his
hand,” Baldwin said.

DOWN MEMORY LANE

As Baldwin reflected on
the D-Day trip, he shared
his experience as a fighter
pilot during WWII with the
HCN, noting he contracted
the flu shortly before D-Day.
Although he was in Belgium
with his unit just prior to the
event, he was unable to fly
during the initial days of the
Battle of the Bulge.

Baldwin explained that due
to poor weather conditions,
their air support was limited,
prompting plans for a possi-
ble evacuation of their field.
However, when the weather
improved, they resumed
flights, which he identi-
fied as a “crucial turning
point” in the battle as their
air missions were allowed to
commence.

“They told us before we
went overseas there in New
York that when you get over
there, there’s no good whis-
key or anything, so if you
want anything you better
take it with you,” Baldwin
recalled. “Well, Iwasn’t a
drinker, but1did get me a
bottle of whiskey to take. I
was going to save it and open
it up on D-Day for a victory
drink whenever the war was
over in Europe. Well, that
night, we were packing all
the stuff in our bag and I said
‘Man, I can’t believe this,’ so
I opened it up, and every-
body in my bunch had a little
drink. But then dadgum if it

wasn’t cleared up. I could’ve
saved it! That ruined my cel-
ebration drink.”

Baldwin also described
how before joining his unit
during the war, their group
operated from two bases in
France, strategically posi-
tioned near the front lines
to minimize flight time and
maximize time spent over
targets. He explained that
fighter planes had limited
flight capabilities compared
to bombers, with missions
averaging around two-and-a-
half hours.

He also recalled a specif-
ic base near the commune
Sainte-Marie-du-Mont that
has since been abandoned
and expressed a desire to
locate it during his visit.
Baldwin said he made an ef-
fort to connect with locals
who could guide him to the
base, but soon realized that
many spoke fluent English
and were from different
parts of the world, even
Boston.

“People were there from all
over the world, and it really
hits you when you realize
that this is not just a little
thing between the United
States and France; this was
all over the world,” Baldwin
said. “I just hadn’t realized
the enormity of it until that
brought it out very clearly
that people traveled there
from all over the world for
this occasion.”

HIGHLIGHTS AND
IMPRESSIONS

As Baldwin recounted the
week-long trip, he revealed
that the highlight of his ex-
perience was the warm re-
ception from the French. He
said as veterans traveled by
bus or in wheelchairs, they
were greeted with gratitude
and appreciation at every
stop. Baldwin noted each
veteran was accompanied by
amember from the unit, in-
cluding cadets from various
military academies.

“Everywhere we’d go,
there’d be people lined up
and they were so glad to see
us. They said, ‘Thank you.
Thank you,’ and that im-
pressed me more than any-
thing about the whole trip,”
he said. “The pictures and all
that were great. The whole
thing was just fabulous, but
that was the one thing that
impressed me more than
anything is the sincere wel-
come and the sincere grati-
tude that was expressed.”

He said he was particularly
moved by how families lined
the streets, expressing their
thanks and wanting to shake
hands.

“Little kids kept want-
ing our autograph, but we
didn’t have time. It would’ve
held up the whole thing, but
that was the most impres-
sive thing about the trip,”
Baldwin said. “I was also im-
pressed by the neatness and
cleanliness of the country-
side in France. My son (Russ)
and I both noticed that and
we made a conscious effort
in our travel on the bus, just
to look for something trashy,
but we had yet to see one
scrap of trash on the road-
side. France is a really pretty
place.”

Baldwin also shared that
every bus in their group was
equipped with at least one
nurse and often several doc-
tors who were incredibly
attentive.

“You could stub your toe
and they’d be right there to
help,” he noted, highlight-
ing their importance in ad-
dressing the health needs
of older veterans. With the
average age of the group
being around 100, and one
member being 107, Baldwin
stressed just how crucial
medical assistance was on
the trip.

Overall, Baldwin said, re-
turning to Normandy, France
was quite an experience, as it
allowed him the opportunity
to reflect on his past and pay
tribute to the memories of
his fallen comrades.

With a twinkle in his eye
and a grin that could light
up the French coast, Baldwin
embraced the memories of
1944, proving that some bat-
tles never truly fade — they
just become incredible sto-
ries waiting to be shared.

Veteran Charles Baldwin holds a wooden model of a USS Texas (BB-35) battle ship from Navy veteran Johnathan Chasteen, owner of
Captains Log Woodworking and Engraving, during the American Airlines trip to honor the 80th anniversary of D-Day.
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Sliding into success: Acton Place Park debuts
new playgrounds with ribbon cutting

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

After several years in the
making, Hood County chil-
dren can now enjoy a play-
time paradise at Acton Place
Park — complete with slid-
ing, climbing and endless
amounts of fun!

The park came alive with
cheers and laughter July 10,
as the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony marked the official
opening of two brand new
playgrounds: one for toddlers
and one for bigger kids.

The toddler playground
features three small slides, a
small climbing area and a few
interactive activity panels,
while the larger playground S 5 S ¥ = g
for older children features
three bigger slides and larger
climbing areas.

“It feels amazing to be
able to give the community
something that they can use
right away,” Hood County
Development District No. 1
President Todd Hall told the
Hood County News. “The kids
have been so anxious over
the last six months to be able
to get out and actually have
an amenity to use, so to have
a first-class amenity like the
two playgrounds right now is
just an amazing accomplish-
ment for all of our boards.
We're just so grateful for the
support from the Granbury
Optimist Club and those oth-
er entities in the community

one for bigger kids.
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LEFT: After several years in the
making, Hood County children
cannow enjoy a playtime
paradise at Acton Place Park —
complete with sliding, climbing
and endless amounts of fun!

their money go further.”

With $150,000 from HCDD
No. 1, plus a total of $100,000
from the matching communi-
ty grant program, Acton Place
Park had a total of $250,000
approved for construction in
2024.

“This is going to be instru-
mental in finishing the first
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Acton Place Park came alive with cheers and laughter July 10, as the ribbon-cutting ceremony marked the official opening of two brand new playgrounds: one for toddlers and
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finishing the crushed granite
path between the playground
and turf areas to prepare for
future picnic tables.
“Hopefully we’ll be able to
get started on the dog park, if
we find the right community
partner for that project,” he
said. “We would (also) love
to get a shade canopy over
the playgrounds. We have
received a bid for that shade
canopy at $47,000, so again,
there’s another opportunity
for the right community part-
ner to come in and hopefully
get that done sooner rather
than later. We’d love to get it

that have been helping along
the way.”

In April, the Granbury
Optimist Club generously
donated $50,000 to the Hood
County Development District
No. 1 to be used for the park
as part of its matching com-
munity grant program.

“The development district
has put about $87,000 and

change into what’s at the
park currently,” Hall previ-
ously told the Hood County
News. “Then this year for the

done by next summer.”

The idea for Acton Place
Park — located at 360
Silverton Drive in Acton — be-
gan back in September 2020,
when a group of friends and
neighbors came together to
discuss the idea. In February
2021, aboard of directors for
the project was formed.

phase of the project,” Hall
said. “We can start using it
right now.”

As the two playgrounds,
landscaping, turf area and
sidewalks are already in
place, Hall noted the next
steps in construction in-
volve installing plumbing
and electricity for the
restrooms, as well as

2024 budget, we approved
$150,000 for construction
and infrastructure, and then
we also approved a $50,000

matching community grant
program, just because we
wanted a way for community

members to be able to make PLEASE SEE PARK | A12

City workers recognized for heroic efforts in crisis response

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Public works employees
may not have the most glam-
orous jobs, but they are the
backbone of city infrastruc-
ture as they work diligently to
address challenges and keep
communities thriving.

While their work often goes
unnoticed, their behind-the-
scenes contributions play an
important role in ensuring
that cities, towns and coun-
ties continue to function
smoothly — especially in the
face of adversity.

During a Granbury City
Council meeting July 2, City
Manager Chris Coffman rec-
ognized these unsung heroes
for their efforts in resolving
two serious incidents: a major
traffic disruption and a criti-
cal infrastructure repair.

During a June 27 incident,
two city streets workers along
with Fire Marshal Kevin Jones
responded to a significant
vehicle collision involving

U.S

an 18-wheeler carrying rip-
rap rock (large boulders of
concrete) on U.S. Highway
377. Despite sweltering tem-
peratures, these individuals
worked tirelessly to clear the
road so traffic could resume.

“It was 101 degrees, and
they were picking up every
stone ... and then they used a
blower to clear the small de-
bris out of the road as well,”
Coffman said. “It solved a
huge problem for the traf-
fic, otherwise we would have
been waiting for a different
crew from the trucking com-
pany to come and reclaim all
their material and move it out
of the way. This is a good ex-
ample of our people succeed-
ing and getting things done.”

Coffman explained the em-
ployees rose to the occasion
and took initiative to tackle
the daunting task on their
own.

“Traffic was backed up
for along way prior to them
being able to move the rock
and stone,” he said. “And it
wasn’t a little gravel. It was

DERMATOLOGY

partners g

DURING SUMMER,
REMEMBERTHEA, B, C'S
OF SUN PROTECTION!

Stay Away from the Midday Sun

Block the Sun’s Rays using Sunscreen

Cover your Skin by Wearing a Hat & T-Shirt

Call (682) 228-6428 to Schedule an Annual Skin Exam

PHOTO COURTESY YOUTUBE SCREENSHOT
City Manager Chris Coffman recognizes city employees for their efforts in resolving two serious incidents: a major traffic disruptionand a
critical infrastructure repair.

eight to 10 feet,” Coffman
said. “Those guys worked
tirelessly this morning
through the night trying to
get everything lined up, but
they accomplished it and got
the water leak fixed today.”
Coffman commended the
water department for its col-
laboration, highlighting the
efforts of six individuals who

big chunks of rock, the size of
cantaloupes and bigger. Hats
off to Cody, Kevin and Jeff for
what they did at that crash.”
Similarly, just a few days

later, another team of public
works employees responded
to a critical water leak discov-
ered in a main transmission
line July 2. Working through
the night and into the scorch-

ing morning sun, the work-
ers meticulously repaired a
split PVC pipe, preventing a
potential water crisis for the
community.

“It (The pipe) had been im-
properly installed decades
ago upon a bed of rock and
the rock had actually cracked
the pipe to the length where
the pipe was split for about

worked tirelessly under the
hot summer sun.

“You can’t imagine how hot
itis out there, digging down
in a hole with no breeze, so
hats off to Paul Gast (city
water distribution/collection
superintendent) and his team
for putting that together and
saving us with that water
problem,” he added.

2001 Rockview Drive, Granbury, TX 76049
3415 East US Hwy 377, Granbury, TX 76049

WWW.USDERMATOLOGYPARTNERS.COM
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: b 7] § Rainbow
GVFD s Jesse Slaughtel‘ﬂ Al Girls host

| scavenger hunt
and accept
applications

From Staff Reports

The Brazos River Assembly of the International
Order of the Rainbow for Girls will conduct a Back-
to-School Scavenger Hunt and Pizza Party Aug. 3. All
young ladies ages 11-20 are invited to participate. The
event will take place on the Court House Square at the
gazebo from 10:30 a.m. to noon and then conclude at
the Masonic Lodge on Farm-to-Market Road 51 for a
pizza party and refreshments.

The International Order of the Rainbow for Girls is a
youth service organization sponsored by the Masons.
The organization teaches leadership training through
community service. The organization is open to all
young women ages 11-20 regardless of race or reli-
gion. Rainbow Girls is represented in 46 of the United
States and 20 other countries worldwide.

The Rainbow Girls is not a religious group, but an
organization rooted in the Christian faith and mem-
bership encourages those beliefs. Trained mentors
(usually mothers who have themselves been Rainbow
Girls) create a safe, caring environment where re-
sponsible, older girls interact with younger girls.
Leadership opportunities, community service and
charity play a central role.

Brazos River Assembly 385 is Hood County’s local
assembly. Lee Shifflett, past master of Masonic Lodge
#392 is the masonic liaison to the local chapter’s advi-
sory board.

Shifflett states, “This is indeed one of the finest or-
ganizations for young ladies. Not only do they get to
interact with each other face-to-face, they learn life
building skills beyond those taught in school and at
church. Being a Rainbow Girl is a terrific way to hone
your skills to be a courteous, kind and caring adult
but also a strong community organizer and leader.”

Young ladies interested in membership need not be

COURTESY OF GRANBURY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
GVFD Assistant Chief Jess Slaughter.

From Staff Reports fied master firefightersin the 2018 and joined GVED. for master firefighter must related to a mason or a member of the Eastern Star.
state of Texas. Slaughter is the second hold a Firefighter II certifica- Leadership feels that. just like in anv organization
Granbury, TX — Jesse Slaughter started his fire- master firefighter serving on tion, have completed at least face-to-f Pl teracti ) d g 5 ,t' !
Slaughter, assistant chief for fighting career in 1999 with GVED. Donnie Hurd II, training 400 hours of additional train- ace-to-lacc Interaction and camaraderic are essentia
the Granbury Volunteer Fire ; ; ] ; ; : ; to being successful.
i the Brady Volunteer Fire captain, was previously certi- ing across five categories that Int ted ladi d to submit lica-
Department, has been certi- Department. He served as fied as a master firefighter. encompass all aspects of the | ajelsl ¢ y01111ng adies Izlefe 0 Sllll mitan g{’p lcs
fied as a master firefighter. avolunteer in Brady for 18 Master firefighters are certi-  fire service, and have served as tion with a small associated Iee to the assembly to be
Master firefighters are the years, rising to therank of as-  fied by the State Firefighters’ a firefighter for a minimum of ConS‘{dered for merilbershlp. Anyone interested may
elite members of the fire ser- sistant chief. Slaughter moved  and Fire Marshals’ Association 10 years. text "PIZZA PARTY" to 682-229-5266. A responsible
vice. There are only 514 certi- 4 Granbury with his familyin  of Texas (SFEMA). Candidates adult must accompany each girl.
®
Edward]ones > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

The International Order of the
Rainbow for Girls

BACKSTOISCHOOL A
SCAVENGER{HUNT&IPIZZATPARTYY,

Sponsored by Brazos River Assembly 385
of the Order of Rainbow for Girls.

YO ur I if e, YO ur mon ey. Yo ur te rms. If attendit.ig, please text Pi.zza Party to 682-229-52.99.

Aresponsible adult is required to accompany the girls.

Whether it's investing some extra income, preparing a future for your N YOIllIg Ladies ages 11 -17 are invited

family with your retirement secured, or saving for a home or education
costs, we're here to coach you through it.

.L. e =

When:/Augusti3rd; 2024

Contact us today to start creating a financial strategy tailored to your specific needs.

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

1830 N Plaza Drive, Suite B
Granbury 76049
817-573-6917

Taylor A. Mobly
Financial Advisor Where: Granbury/CourtiHouse

401 Temple Hall Hwy Ste3 SquarelGazebo
Granbury, TX 76049

817-268-9137 Time:10:30/AM to/Noon
o <&

Chad C. Carroll, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

2007 Rockview Dr.
Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-6115

Ty Andrew
Financial Advisor

716 E Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-0488

Where: MasoniciLodgelon/Hwy: 51

Time:Noon
\W (immediately/following the!Scavenger,Hunt)

Y 2 LT
STAY CONNECTED AT ' I ’

MKD-8652E-A AECSPAD 2260789
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“CAN'TWE ALL JUST
GET ALONG?”
~ RODNEY KING

People strive for unity;
hope for it and yet in one
aspect of life no one wants
it. That aspect is politics.
Democrats don’t want unity
with republicans and vice
versa. Each side wants to
win. That is how the political
game is played. A long time
ago a Jewish Messiah raised
up many followers in a time
where the system of govern-
ment could be called tyr-
anny. This Messiah did not
call his followers to change
the system, but instead to
change their hearts and
deeds. Most of the countries
in the world do not have the
same type of political sys-
tem we do, but you will find
Christians in all of them. In
China you do not see “Million
believer marches” or much
public evidence of their ex-
istence at all yet they thrive.
Pilate the Roman governor of
the time was on the hot seat
from Rome and the Jews,
any sense of rebellion could
topple his position. Yet Pilate
did not see Jesus as a threat
to him, which likely meant
he was not publicly mak-
ing statements against the
government. If we want to
follow Jesus’ example, then
I suggest we focus on our
personal lives and serving
the Creator over radical po-
litical change. Jesus was not
viewed as a political radical
so why should we be?

Phoenix Van Daele
Granbury

UTTER
DISILLUSIONMENT

In the good ol’ days, I had
faith in the United States of
America’s Supreme Court.
Donning the robes of justice
were individuals who may
not have agreed on much but
they could agree to disagree

www.hcnews.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

and keep the halls from be-
ing jammed up on decisions.

From Justice Thurgood
Marshall we received: “Where
you see wrong or inequality
or injustice, speak out, be-
cause this is your country.”

From Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor we received: “The
law is constantly evolving,
and judges must be able to
adapt to those changes and
interpret the Constitution in
a way that is relevant to mod-
ern society.”

From Chief Justice John
Jay we received: “Every citi-
zen ought diligently to read
and study the Constitution
of his country and teach the
rising generation to be free.
By knowing their rights, they
will sooner perceive when
they are violated and be the
better prepared to defend
and assert them.”

I believe I could fill up a
legal pad with quotes from
all justices since the incep-
tion in October 1789 but
in the interest of time and
patience, I'll simply say this.
Although I didn’t know any
of them, I would imagine
they had some sense or they
would not have been chosen
for such an important job.
The lifetime appointment
however might have been a
mistake. Having trustwor-
thy justices always made
me feel safer. With today’s
court of nine, my trust me-
ter is on the blink. With the
decisions being made today
on all sorts of topics, the
mindset is that of something
unsettling.

Being the ultimate any-
thing must be exhausting —
especially to those who pos-
sess even an ounce of ethics
in their chemical make-up.

From Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg we received:
“Justices continue to think
and can change. I am ever
hopeful that if the court has a
blind spot today, its eyes will
be open tomorrow.”

We've lost some greats and
we’ve lost some good ones.
Unfortunately, we're stuck
with a majority of others.

L F Postero
Granbury, Texas

DEAR EDITOR,

[ am writing to express
my concern regarding the
inclusion of the Sons of the
Confederacy in our Fourth
of July parade. The chamber
argued that this is a matter
of free speech. Yes, we as a
country enjoy freedom of
speech, but that has nothing
to do with choosing to dis-
play symbols of racism and
treason. That choice is not
only offensive but also det-
rimental to our community.
Confederate flags are sym-
bols of slavery, segregation
and oppression. If you're OK
with that being displayed to
people who come from all
over to enjoy our parade,
perhaps you should ask
yourself why.

Before you say “histo-
ry,” let me remind you of
the actual history of the
Confederate flag. The flag
was never an official flag
of the Confederate army. It
was one of many battle flags
individual units deployed
during the war. When the
war ended, the flag disap-
peared. It was brought back
during the Jim Crow era,
long after the Civil War was
over. The flag was adopted
by white supremacist groups
like the KKK as a symbol of
resistance to the civil rights
movement. It has been used
since then to intimidate
and marginalize our fellow
Americans.

The Sons of the
Confederacy, the group
whose float was covered in
the treasonous flag, is not
even from Granbury! Why
don’t they parade their flags
around their own town?
Why is Granbury taking on
a controversial group who

Diligent. Af fordable. Compassionate.

Award Winning Legal Counsel
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827 W PEARL ST.

GRANBURY, TX 76048

817-579-LWYR (5997) * 817-573-HYDE (4933) fax
WWW.HYDEFIRM.COM

se habla espafol

A full service law firm delivering
the highest level of client service through
our dedication to honesty, integrity, and results.
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can only hurt our town’s
reputation? To please people
who aren’t even a part of our
community?!

The Sons of the
Confederacy are active pro-
moters of the Lost Cause, a
historically inaccurate view
of history which downplays
the role of slavery and pro-
motes a romanticized ver-
sion of the Civil War. A large
chunk of The Sons of the
Confederacy’s membership
broke off from the group
years ago. The exiting mem-
bers were disturbed by the
group joining forces with
white supremacy and anti-
Semitic groups.

While we cherish the free-
doms guaranteed by our
Constitution, we must also
acknowledge that these free-
doms come with responsi-
bilities. The responsibility to
denounce symbols of hatred
and treason is one of them.
Promoting these symbols un-
der the guise of free speech
undermines our values and
ignores the bigotry at the
heart of the issue. As a coun-
try, we have decided that
racism and bigoted attitudes
are best left in the past; we
need to build toward a future
where all men and women
are truly created equal. As
a community, we have a
responsibility to create an
inclusive and respectful en-
vironment for all. We must
stand together against rac-
ism and intolerance, and that
starts with rejecting symbols
that promote such ideolo-
gies. Iimplore the chamber
to look a little further into
what they are promoting.
Hate speech may be consid-
ered free speech but it is not
free of consequences.

Adrienne Martin
DeCordova, Texas

THE RIGHT TO VOTE

Dear friends and
neighbors,
This week, our community,

county, state and country
have celebrated what makes
America unique throughout
the world and world his-
tory: an acknowledgment of
freedoms gifted to us by our
creator.

Of these, the right to vote
and the right to express our-
selves without fear of retri-
bution are paramount, and
perhaps are our most sacred.

When these rights aren’t
respected — when we feel
disenfranchised by the po-
litical systems around us —
feelings of despair and apa-
thy creep in.

“My vote doesn’t count.”

“One person can’t make a
difference.”

“Why bother?”

These are all emotions
one feels when he or she is
pushed out of the decision-
making process. This is
especially true here in our
community, as shady politics
have once again disenfran-
chised good people.

A few weeks ago, the
Republican executive com-
mittee embraced nepotism
rather than sound logic in
selecting the Republican
nominee for the office of dis-
trict clerk. The acting district
clerk has, by all accounts,
been stellar in the role, work-
ing hard to bring accounts
current and serving the dis-
trict in a timely and efficient
manner. The sound, logi-
cal thing to do would be to
place her on the ballot as the
Republican nominee and al-
low her to continue to serve
the county and district mov-
ing forward.

Instead, the Republican
executive committee — with
new leadership — chose
someone not qualified for
the position. The committee
had an opportunity to take
a step toward uniting our
local party; however, they
chose politics over what was
right for the party and the
citizens of our county. What

was once an opportunity for
reconciliation is now just an-
other black eye for the Hood
County Republican Party.

There is a silver lining.
Had this vote been taken six
months ago, it would have
most certainly been nearly
unanimous, with only two
brave individuals willing to
stand against the blatant act
of nepotism. We have made
progress in reclaiming our
party, but there is still much
work to do.

Now is the time to get
engaged. The United
Republicans of Hood County
was formed to welcome all
local Republicans seeking a
place to exchange ideas and
freely debate issues without
fear of retribution or exile.
Beginning in August, we will
meet the second Monday
of every month at the Wiley
Center, 420 E. U.S Highway
377, at 6 p.m. We invite you
to come join us!

Bret Deason
Chairman, URoHC

GUIDELINES FOR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Submit letters to www.
hcnews.com/forms/let-
ters. Letters must include
author’s first and last
name, and home address.
Specific address will not be
published.

Writers are limited to one
letter every 30 days.

Letters should be 500
words or less. All letters are
subject to editing. All sub-
missions to the Hood County
News will become the prop-
erty of the Hood County
News. Letters to the Editor
will appear in the Saturday
edition of the Hood County
News.

Questions: Call 817-573-
7066 or contact Publisher
Sam Houston.

The Waterfront Experts

...and THE Authority on Real Estate.

Featured Property:
5118 LaVista Ct.
$749,000

817-219-0456
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5170 5220 71
REAL ESTATE  Fencing Landscaping/Tree LIVESTOCK B |
] N
FOR SALE service & PETS Latdess
DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION " "‘";
Since1970. | cmnmiAe S bdi
1050 Quality cedar fences. "ﬂﬂ'ﬁ CARE °® Sy
Homes fOI' Sale Redwood patio pergolas. st Pets '
Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115 3 X Lawn Mawing & Edging
On Lake Granbury, 2 acres, house with ‘@ M
4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3594 sq ft, MAX-FENCING T 817-889-S182
guest house, boat dock, etc. Appraised | Ornamental. Iron. Pipe. Wood. © :
for $1650,000. Priced now @ | Privacy.Chain Link.Farm.Barb also clean
$1,500,000. Call for more details and | Wire. Non-Climb Fence. RV Cov- and level lots
an appointment. (817)480-4472 ers. Metal Buildi|l:|95- Pipe Fence. FATHER & SON
] Carports. Welding Service. Trim * Removal I b
2-1h fi le: Cash fi- -
nanced. $5,000 down, $1,500/mo, 469 Dosonarete &Stone Work Senior Discount JULIE'S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
971-0637 | '2zohomail ¢ ock Repairs. Free Estimates. 817-296-2880 Very Reasonable; Senior Discount
971-9637, money911@zohomail.com (817)559-2333 (817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com
5200
REAL ESTATE Home Improvement

FOR RENT

Granath Construction
& Land Maintenance

1510 Bobcat work, Land clearing, Brush Hog CALL FOR SPECIALS
mowing, Tree work, Excavating, Grav- Tree work, gutters. Flower beds,
Apartments for Rent el driveways, Trench digging, Demo  shrubs. Brush hogging, tractor work.

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?

Senior discounts. 817-793-2245 .
If you are looking for a compan-

and haul-off. Free estimates. Call Keith
817-559-0100

Cozy 1-bedroom, 1-bath, behind HEB

area, $800/mo. 817-919-4487

1530

Duplexes for Rent

2 bedroom, beautiful duplex in
Granbury, nice neighborhood,
Fenced back yard, appliances, close
to all school levels, hospital, down-
town & 377. $1,200/mo + deposit,
no pets, no smoking. 817-964-
9784.

1540

Homes for Rent

Small house for rent: 2-1, no pets, no
smoking allowed. $900/mo, deposit

$500. Call or text 682-500-5543.

Cozy Efficiency Cottage in a lovely
Senior Independent Living com-
munity. Includes appliances, stack-
able W/D, covered parking, and 2
patios. Desirable location close to
shopping, restaurants, and the
movie theater.
Charterhouse at Lake Pointe
(817) 573-7003

HOME &
BUSINESS
SERVICES

5070

Cement/Concrete

JUAREZ CONCRETE
Slabs, Driveways, Patios, Rock Work,
Walls. 817-896-9805.
Quality Work. Free Estimates.

HARVEY PATTERSON CONCRETE
Bonded-References (817) 219-7483

DOUG STULTS

CONCRETE
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

5090

Cleaning Services

KAREN'S EXPERT CLEANING SER-
VICES Residential cleaning. Serving
our area since 1994. (817)776-0260

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training

and more. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial
(817) 579-8450

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks
Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-177 Enterprizes, LLC

NO JOBS TOO SMALL!
(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.
Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC
One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting
A+ BBB Member
snodgrasspaintingandremodeling.

com (817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

DEVIN'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
SUMMER SPECIAL 15% OFF
*Remodeling *Painting *Tile
*Granite *Kitchen & Bath
*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock
*Power Washing
*Sheet Rock Repair
*Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE
817-629-9608

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair
Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939
Dependable, Affordable Choice!

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

9
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CONSTRUCTION WERKS
New construction, remodel,
carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial.
Residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

REPAIR RANGERS
Your go 2 handyman.
No job too big or too small.
(817)905-0983

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
AND REMODELING
30 years experience. Free Esti-
mates. No Job Too Large or Small!
Call 817-566-4785

10

52
Home Services

MDDM DESIGN & MANAGEMENT
GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

SNAPUP ADEAL
INTHE CLASSIFIEDS

Call or

go online

to browse, buy
or sell!

Digicay ™=

817-573-7066
www.hchews.com

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 9
years with 20 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!
Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCK WORK
*Sidewalks *Retaining Walls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces
No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

817-573-4277

ATTENTIoN.’-"

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.
Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK
Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.

We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

SPORTS &
RECREATION

6010

Boats & Water Sports

ANIMAL PLANET'S JACKIE BIBBY
OF RATTLESNAKE REPUBLIC
WILL BE HOSTING THE
24th Annual Snake-Proofing
Seminar Hunters, working dog/
pets. S