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The 2024 Annual Fourth of July Hometown Celebration and festivities begin on Thursday July 2 and end on Saturday July 7.
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Granbury to celebrate ‘50 Golden 
Years’ of fireworks and family fun

A BLAST FROM THE PAST

While the first-ever Granbury 
Fourth of July was an “undaunted 
success,” according to a 1976 ar-
ticle from the Hood County News, 
it’s safe to say that co-founders 
Charlie and Jean Cate never an-
ticipated just how grandiose the 
celebration would become 50 
years later. 

1974
According to the HCN arti-

cle, between 7,500 and 10,000 
people were on hand to join in 
Granbury’s inaugural Fourth of 
July celebration. The event began 
with a Pet Parade and ended with 
a giant fireworks display over the 
lake. In between came a parade, 
fish fry, dancing, music, a fashion 
show, bicycle contests, hot dogs, 
cake, children’s rides — and the 
hot air balloons. The first balloon 
went aloft during the parade to 
please the crowd while other bal-
loons followed throughout the 

afternoon.
While Granbury’s first Fourth 

of July did not have a theme or 
a grand marshal, the senior citi-
zens of Hood County were sa-
luted at the event. 

1984
The 10-year celebration in 

1984, however, wasn’t as widely-
attended as previous years. The 
HCN reports that since July 4 
fell on a Wednesday, attendance 
was lower due to work conflicts. 
Buffalo burgers were still a hot 
item though, with about 1,200 
burgers sold on the square. 
Additionally, Lake Granbury Area 
Chamber of Commerce President 
Bobbie Jordan said she heard 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

F
rom humble beginnings to a beloved tradition, 
Granbury’s annual Fourth of July celebration has 
continuously brought the community together in 
a shared display of love and local pride.

Dressed in red, white, and blue 
from head to toe, this patriotic cutie 
from 2002 was ready to celebrate in 

Granbury style.

Former youth 
minister 
arrested on child 
sexual assault 
allegations
From Staff Reports

Luke Cunningham, a former student 
minister for Lakeside Baptist Church, was 
recently arrested and charged with sexual 
assault of a child and aggravated sexual as-
sault of an adult.

The 41-year-old pastor was arrested 
June 19 by United States Marshals in 
Shallowater — a small town near Lubbock 
— on suspicion of sexual assault of a child, 
according to the Lubbock County Jail in-
mate list.

While in jail June 20, Cunningham was 
charged with two counts of sexual assault 
of a child and one count of aggravated 
sexual assault of an adult.

His bond was originally set at $200,000 
by a judge, but an additional $300,000 
was recommended by the Lubbock County 
Sheriff’s Office due to the new charges, re-
sulting in a $500,000 total bond. 

According to a statement released by 
Lakeside Baptist Church, the pastors and 
lay leaders received information from out-
side the church that Cunningham had been 
accused of inappropriate conduct with a 
minor in another church. Upon learning of 
the accusation, LBC immediately suspend-
ed Cunningham, barred his interaction 
with the church and students, and con-
ducted an investigation. Within days, LBC 
stated that it had found enough evidence 

Suspect fatally 
shot after firing 
at HCSO deputies
From Staff Reports

Hood County Sheriff’s Office deputies 
recently experienced a harrowing incident 
after a disturbance call resulted in a fatal 
exchange of gunfire. 

According to Hood County Sheriff 
Roger Deeds, deputies responded to a dis-
turbance in the 4000 block of Peak Road 
around 9 a.m. Monday, June 24. Upon 
arrival, HCSO deputies were fired upon 
by a single suspect. HCSO deputies then 
returned fire and the suspect was later 
pronounced deceased. 

“There is no active threat to the com-
munity at this time and no deputies were 
seriously injured,” Deeds said.

The Texas Department of Public Safety 
— Texas Ranger Division responded to 
the scene and is investigating the inci-
dent. There is no further information 
to be released at this time, according to 
officials.
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COMMUNITY 
BUSINESS

CHAMBER NEWS

Exciting Women In Business 
Afterhours Event: Bougie Bingo!

Granbury Chamber  
of Commerce

The Women In Business com-
mittee is delighted to announce 
its upcoming Afterhours event, 
“Bougie Bingo,” scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 23, from 5:30 to 
8 p.m. at Celebration Hall. This 
event promises an evening of 
networking, fun, and of course, 
bingo!

EVENT DETAILS:

 Date: Tuesday, July 23rd
 Time: 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM
 Location: Celebration Hall
Sponsors:
 Presenting Sponsor: Pearl 
Dentures and Dental Care
 Refreshment Sponsors: 
D’Vine Wine, First National Bank, 
and Capital Title

This special event is designed 
to bring together women from 
various business sectors in a 
relaxed and enjoyable atmo-
sphere. Bougie Bingo is not your 
average bingo night; it combines 

the classic game with a touch of 
elegance and sophistication and 
a vibrant ambiance, making it a 
perfect opportunity for profes-
sional women to unwind and 
socialize.

Pearl Dentures and Dental 
Care, our presenting sponsor, is 
known for its exceptional den-
tal services and commitment to 
community involvement. Its sup-
port ensures Bougie Bingo will 
be an unforgettable experience 
for all attendees.

Our refreshment sponsors, 
D’Vine Wine, First National Bank 
and Capital Title, will provide a 
delightful selection of beverages 
and snacks. D’Vine Wine will of-
fer a curated selection of fine 
wines to enjoy throughout the 
evening, enhancing the upscale 
bingo experience. First National 
Bank and Capital Title’s contri-
butions guarantee guests will 
have plenty of delicious refresh-
ments to complement their night 
of bingo and networking.

Tickets for Bougie Bingo are 
$30 for chamber members and 

$40 for general admission. Each 
ticket includes two drink tickets, 
a delicious charcuterie spread, 
and the chance to win exciting 
door prizes. This is an excel-
lent opportunity for women to 
connect, share ideas and build 
relationships in a support-
ive and dynamic environment. 
Whether you’re looking to ex-
pand your professional network 
or simply enjoy a fun night out, 
Bougie Bingo has something for 
everyone.

Don’t miss out on this fantas-
tic event! Mark your calendars 
for Tuesday, July 23, and join us 
at Celebration Hall for a night 
of Bougie Bingo. Come ready to 
play, mingle and enjoy a memo-
rable evening with the incred-
ible women of our business 
community.

For more information or 
to RSVP, please contact the 
Granbury Chamber at www.gran-
burychamber.com or call us at 
817-573-1622.  We look forward 
to seeing you there!

Look forward to a healthy future by taking care of yourself now. At Lakeside 
Physicians, our healthcare providers take the time to identify your health risks and can 
help you prioritize good health. Regular checkups and age-appropriate screenings are 
important to be healthy now – and to stay well in the future. 

With same-day appointments and online scheduling, we make it easy to make an 
appointment right now. You can even see us from the comfort of home via telehealth. 

Make a strong choice for a healthy future.  
Make the most important appointment today. 

For an appointment, call 817-207-5363,   
visit LakeGranburyPrimaryCare.com  
or scan the QR code.

to face the future with confidence.

Make an Appointment
Look forward to a healthy future by taking care of yourself now. At Grandview Medical 
Group, our healthcare providers take the time to identify your health risks and can help you 
prioritize good health. Regular checkups and age-appropriate screenings are important to be 
healthy now – and to stay well in the future. 

With same-day appointments and online scheduling, we make it easy to make an appointment 
right now. You can even see us from the comfort of home via telehealth. 

Make a strong choice for a healthy future. Make the most important appointment today. 
Visit GrandviewDocs.com or call (XXX) XXX-XXXX.

Scan the QR code for a full list of 
events, trolley info, and where to 
watch the parade and fireworks.

granburychamber.com/
hometown-4th-of-july/

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
JULY 4

7:15am | Kiwanis Firecracker 5k Run/Walk at Tidwell Field 

9:00am | Parade at Beginning At Granbury High School 

9:00am-5:00pm | Vendors on the Square 

11:30am | Mambrino Music Crew at Granbury Square Plaza

12:00pm | Texas Elite ATA Martial Arts Demo  at Granbury 
 Square Plaza

1:00pm-2:00pm | Mysterious Scoundrels Trio at Granbury 
 Square Plaza 

3:00pm-5:00pm | Jason Elmore and the Hoodoo Witch 
 at Granbury Square Plaza

 7:30pm | Granbury TX 4th of July Rodeo at Reunion Grounds

9:45pm | FIREWORKS SHOW! K-HITS 95.5 will simulcast the 
 Fireworks Show.

*Military Vehicle Display at Langdon Center All Day-All Weekend

JULY 5
10:00am-5:00pm | Vendors on the Square 

10:30am | YMCA Line Dancing at Granbury Square Plaza 

11:00am | Dance Dreams at Granbury Square Plaza 

11:30am | Texas Elite ATA Martial Arts Demo at Granbury Square Plaza

1:00pm-2:00pm | Jason Cartmell Trio at Granbury Square Plaza

3:00pm-5:00pm | Landon Dodd & TheDancehall Drifters at Granbury
 Square Plaza 

7:30pm | Lost Shaker of Salt at Granbury Live

7:30pm | Granbury TX 4th of July Rodeo at Reunion Grounds

7:30pm | Disney’s Newsies The Musical at Granbury Opera House

JULY 6
10:00am-5:00pm | Vendors on the Square 

10:00am | YMCA Zumba at Granbury Square Plaza

10:30am |Gym-Kat Sport Center at Granbury Square Plaza

11:00am | Hot Dog Eating Contest by Southern Star Market  
 at Granbury Square Plaza 

11:30am | Texas Elite ATA Martial Arts Demo at Granbury Square Plaza

1:00pm-2:00pm | The Suitcase Trio at Granbury Square Plaza

2:00pm & 7: 30 pm | Disney’s Newsies The Musical at Granbury
 Opera House

3:00-5:00pm | Texas Slim Trio at Granbury Square Plaza

7:00-9:00pm | Mysterious Scoundrels at Bridge Street 

7:30pm | Lost Shaker of Salt at Granbury Live

9:30pm | LASER LIGHT SHOW at Bridge Street

JULY 7
10:00am-4:00pm | Vendors on the Square 

1:00pm | Texas Elite ATA Martial Arts Demo at Granbury Square Plaza 

1:30pm | Pie Eating Contest at Granbury Square Plaza

2:00pm | Disney’s Newsies The Musical at Granbury Opera House

 B O U  I E  
B I N  O

AFTER HOURS
July 23 | 5:30-8pm 

Celebration Hall
$30 Members / $40 General Admission!!

PRESENTING SPONSOR

REFRESHMENT SPONSORS

to turn him over to the person-
nel committee, who immediately 
released him from employment.

LBC immediately reported 
what was discovered to law 
enforcement agencies with 
the state of Texas, as well as 
agencies in both Lubbock and 
Granbury. Pastors and lay lead-
ers also encouraged those with 
direct information to contact law 
enforcement and all other staff 
was instructed to come forward 
and cooperate fully with law 
enforcement. 

LBC announced it continues its 
partnership with MinistrySafe, 
a program that provides com-
prehensive training, screening 
forms, policies and an online 
system of prevention in sexual 
abuse risk. 

“Pastoral and lay leaders are 
evaluating the events leading to 
the present crisis so that we can 
provide the best safeguards for 
our children and members,” the 
statement reads. “Although we 
are not aware of any assaults 
having occurred with any of our 
students, we wish to say again 
that we stand ready to continue 
offering help with professional 
counselors. Moreover, if you or 
your child have been a victim 
of sexual abuse or have infor-
mation that would help law en-
forcement, please contact law 
enforcement immediately.”

LBC stated it stands firmly 
against clerical sexual abuse 
and added that if the Southern 
Baptist Convention had a work-
ing database for offenders, the 
church would’ve likely never 
been exposed to Cunningham. 

“We plan to do everything 

possible to encourage national 
leaders to exercise their spiritual 
responsibility, identify perpetra-
tors in the churches, and stop 
this from happening again,” the 
statement reads. “Until then, we 
plan to reevaluate and institute 
our own even more rigorous 
processes. Out of respect for law 
enforcement officers, we must 
refrain from commenting any 
further about particular people 
or events.

“We ask you to join with us in 
praying for the victims of cleri-
cal sexual abuse, in praying for 
perpetrators to repent of their 
gross evil and be brought to jus-
tice, and in praying for all of the 
families and churches who have 
been harmed.”

As of press time, Cunningham 
is currently being held in the 
Lubbock County jail. The investi-
gation is still ongoing.

MINISTER
FROM PAGE A1

PLEASE SEE MORE COMMUNITY BUSINESS | A4
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She is the first performer 
whose wealth comes pri-
marily from music, who can 
genuinely be classified as a 
billionaire. She sold over 200 
million records by 2019!

This past year Taylor be-
gan her “Eras Tour” and 
tickets were priced at a 
ridiculously high amount. 
But no one ever experienced 
the sticker shock Swift fans 

received once her April 19 
album was released. Once 
her new music was intro-
duced, her remaining nine 
U.S. tour shows had an aver-
age, just-to-get-in-the-door 
price of $2,600 a ticket! No, 
that is not a misprint; I am 
not hallucinating: accord-
ing to Billboard Magazine, 
it is a fact. This means for 
two 16-year-olds to go to a 
concert in New Orleans or 
Indianapolis, the cost would 
be over $5,000! What does it 
say that the shows were sold 
out?

Here are some num-
bers which will shock you. 
According to Billboard, if, in-
stead of going to the concert 
in New Orleans, a “Swifty” 
would travel to Paris to see 
the same show, the base tick-
et price was 87% less! This 
literally means two people 
could buy concert tickets 
for a Paris show, fly there, 
stay in a nice hotel, experi-
ence Paris and return home, 
and still be money ahead. 
Why were tickets cheaper 
in Europe? There was still a 

large demand and the shows 
sold out, but Europeans 
would simply not pay like 
Americans, and the promot-
ers knew that.

I am not going to challenge 
the affection fans have for 
Taylor Swift. They adore her 
and there is nothing wrong 
with that. Just two weeks 
ago someone who I musi-
cally admire, George Strait, 
had the largest ticketed 
event in the history of North 
America. Over 110,000 fans 
attended the show with the 
host, Texas A&M, setting 
prices from $59 to $3,000 
per ticket. Remember, 
110,000 people were at this 
single show. Clearly, paying 
huge numbers for a concert 
ticket is not limited to young 
teenage girls; it crosses all 
demographics.

The thought that runs 
through my mind is: how 
many people who went to 
those shows were late mak-
ing their car payment, ran up 
the balance on a credit card 
which was already too big, 
or failed to meet some other 

financial obligation because 
they went to the show? I am 
afraid to learn the answer.

Personally, I have a hard 
time trying to imagine 
spending this kind of money 
for a couple of hours of en-
tertainment. These are not 
people saving their lunch 
money and doing without 
because they want to go to 
the concert next weekend. 
These are people spending 
three or four months’ worth 
of groceries to go to a show, 
maybe even the cost of sev-
eral months’ worth of house 
payments! Their priority was 
not on the amount of the 
expenditure, but what they 
wanted to do in the instant. 
Not only do they want to do 
whatever they wish, but they 
seem to feel like they are en-
titled to it. 

Have I ever spent money 
foolishly? I guess that would 
be a matter of opinion and I 
am sure I have demonstrat-
ed poor judgment a time or 
two. But what happened to 
meeting obligations first, 
and then spending what is 

left over on fun and frivol-
ity? I keep hearing people 
complain about how families 
are struggling, how inflation 
is robbing them, and how it 
is tougher to get by. I think 
some of that may be true but 
at the same time it is a lot 
tougher when people spend 
money they don’t have on 
things they don’t need, at a 
time when they shouldn’t be 
spending at all. Life never 
told you that you were en-
titled to something just be-
cause you desired it. There 
once was a time when folks 
knew that and practiced it. 

At the end of the day, I’m 
not sure the folks who go 
about seeking the instant 
gratification they cannot af-
ford are any happier than 
their counterparts — they 
are just poorer.

Thought for the day: I want 
my children to acquire all the 
things I could never afford; 
then I am going to move in 
with them!

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out!

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Are times tough, or are expectations out of control?
Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.  
sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

BY SAM HOUSTON

CLASSIFIED
Have a car to sell? Want to 
rent your house? Planning a 
garage sale?
Phone:  (817) 573-7066
Metro:  (817) 279-9718
Toll Free:  (1-800) 588-7066
Fax:  (817) 279-8371
email: classads@hcnews.com
Classified billing questions? 
Call 817-573-7066 and ask for 
classified billing.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Saturday issue: 
10 a.m. Wednesday

RETAIL 
ADVERTISING

P.O. Box 879
1501 South Morgan St.,  
Granbury, Texas 76048

hcnews.com

Hood County News
A Hyde Media Group, LLC Company

CIRCULATION
For delivery or billing questions, subscriptions 
and vacation stops call, (817) 573-7066 or (817) 
279-9718

Vice President of Operations 
DARREN CLARK

darren@hcnews.com

Staff Writer 
EDEN GILBREATH

eden@hcnews.com

Staff Writer 
ASHLEY TERRY

ashley@hcnews.comDigital 

Staff Writer
LAUREN LAFLAMME-DAVIS

lauren@hcnews.com

Designer
HILARY McALLISTER
hilary@hcnews.com

Photographer/Designer
LAYTH TAYLOR

layth@hcnews.com

Designer
JEREMIAH FLORES

jeremiah@hcnews.com

Publisher

SAM HOUSTON
sam@hcnews.com

For more information: 
(817) 573-7066 or (817) 279-9718

138 YEARS 
IN HOOD COUNTY

USPS 249-520
P.O. Box 879, Granbury, Texas 76048

Phone: (817) 573-7066
Fax: (817) 279-8371

THE HOOD COUNTY NEWS is published at 1501 S. Morgan St., 
Granbury, TX 76048 weekly on Saturdays. Periodicals postage paid 
at Granbury, Tx. 76048.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the HOOD COUNTY 
NEWS, P.O. Box 879, Granbury, Tx. 76048. Any erroneous reflection 
upon character, standing or reputation of any person, firm or 
corporation, which may occur in the HOOD COUNTY NEWS will 
be gladly corrected once brought to the attention of publisher 
or editor. The publisher is not responsible for copy omissions or 
typographical errors that may occur other than to correct them in 
the nearest issue after it is brought to his attention and in no case 
does the publisher hold himself liable for damages further than 
the amount received by him for actual space covering the error. 
The HOOD COUNTY NEWS is an award-winning member of the 
Texas Press Association, North & East Texas Press, West Texas Press 
and National Newspaper Association.

Delivery in county: Granbury, Lipan, Tolar, Paluxy, 
Cresson, Bluff Dale, Glenn Rose, Rainbow and Nemo

1 Year  $65
2 Years $125

1 Year, digital  $50
1 month, digital $14.95

Delivery to remainder of Texas: 
1 Year $85
2 Years $160

1 Year, digital  $50
1 month, digital $14.95

Delivery to out of state:
1 Year $100
2 Years $190

1 Year, digital  $50
1 month, digital $14.95

Marketing Consultant
HEIDI GEBHARDT

heidi@hcnews.com

Marketing Consultant
MADISON LAZARO

madison@hcnews.com

Classifieds
NANCY PRICER

classads@hcnews.com

Marketing Consultant
BRITTANY BOWERS

brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

OUR MISSION: The Hood County News shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that educates, 
enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Jerry Floyd

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Jerry Floyd!

Jerry and his wife, Jana, were drawn to Granbury by 
the allure of lake life after he retired from the oil and gas 
business in 2020. Their love for boating and fishing made 
Granbury an obvious choice for retirement. They enjoy 
hosting their son, Travis, and daughter, Sarah’s, families 
and spending time with their four grandchildren, three of 
whom inherited a love of swimming and regularly partici-
pate in summer SEALS swim sessions at the YMCA. Travis 
enjoys weight training, while Jana participates in water 
aerobics at the Hood County YMCA. The couple love the 
people of Hood County and especially enjoy the commu-
nity and fellowship they find as members of the Granbury 
Baptist Church. As season ticket holders, the Floyds take 
in the fabulous productions of the Granbury Theater 
Company and also enjoy attending many of the Granbury 
Live! tribute concerts. They have been subscribers of the 
Hood County News since their first year in the area and 
especially look for information on local sports, fishing 
reports, and local politics. Seeing a grandchild’s name 
and even a photo from a SEALS meeting in the HCNews is 
always a delight for the Floyds.

O
ver the course of the past year Taylor 
Swift has been performing concerts 
around the country and around the 
world. She is a phenomenon, an icon, 

and an entertainer whose success is truly not com-
parable to those who came before her. Since her 
entrance into show business in 2006, she has been 
nothing short of a musical comet soaring across 
the heavens with an intensity never previously ex-
perienced. 

Hood County News shines at the 
Texas Press Association Convention
From Staff Reports

The Texas Press 
Association celebrated its 
50th annual convention last 
weekend in College Station. 
The meeting saw dedicat-
ed newspaper profession-
als from throughout Texas 
come together to share 
ideas, business practices and 
development plans in hopes 
of carrying on the best char-
acteristics of the newspaper 

profession. As part of the 
proceedings, the Association 
presented its annual Texas 
Better Newspaper Contest 
Award Winners. 

In the contest, newspa-
pers from around the state 
submit samples of photos, 
news stories, columns, ad-
vertisements, sports writing, 
layout and other aspects of 
newspapering. The entries 
are judged by a panel of out-
of-state newspaper profes-

sionals for their quality and 
excellence. 

Hood County News staff 
member Layth Taylor was 
the first place winner for 
outstanding achievement 
in the field of photojournal-
ism in Sports Photography 
Division 5. 

Additionally, Hood County 
News Publisher Sam Houston 
was recognized as the first 
place winner in the Column 
Writing Category for an entry 

from his weekly column, “My 
Front Porch.”

Hyde Media Group LLC 
President Kim Ware re-
ceived the distinguished 
and coveted Frank Mayhorn 
Award for Service to the 
Community. In addition to 
her role as president of Hyde 
Media, Ware is the publisher 
of the Tri-County Reporter, 
a Hyde Media newspaper lo-
cated in Azle.

Sheriff’s Office, GISD enhance student 
safety through new agreement
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Granbury 
Independent School District 
have entered into a new 
agreement — specifically 
a memorandum of under-
standing — to enhance stu-
dent safety.

According to the MOU, 
both the HCSO and GISD de-
sire to enter into a memo-
randum of understanding 
with regard to communica-
tion and coordination of ef-
forts between the agencies. 
This cooperative effort will 
assist in the agencies’ re-
spective responsibilities and 
mission to serve the citizens 
of both Hood County and 
GISD. 

“They’re going to have 
tactical channels to talk 
amongst themselves, and 
that won’t bother us; they 
won’t be coming into dis-
patch,” Hood County Sheriff 
Roger Deeds said. “The only 
way we’re going to get some-
thing into dispatch on one 
channel is if they’ve got a 
critical incident or they need 
an ambulance, fire truck 
or law enforcement, then 

they can switch the channel 
over from whichever school 
they’re at, call into dispatch 
at that point in time, and 
we’ll dispatch it like a regu-
lar call.” 

With an agreement al-
ready in place between 
the city of Granbury, GISD 
and the Granbury Police 
Department, Deeds said the 
GPD will be the main entity 
responding to any problems 
on campus, as most schools 
are in the city limits.

“We only have (STEAM 
Academy at) Mambrino out 
in the county, so the vast 
majority of their schools —
unless something really bad 
happens — it’ll be Granbury 
(PD) that’s responding,” he 
said. 

Deeds added that previ-
ously, HCSO was receiv-
ing second- or third-hand 
information during serious 
school incidents. However, 
with this new MOU in place, 
Deeds said HCSO will now 
receive “direct from the 
source” information. 

“It’s not going to do any 
extra stuff for overloading 
the dispatchers, but I think 
it’ll help protect the kids; 
that’s the main thing,” he 

added. 
According to the MOU, 

GISD shall call and/or ra-
dio the HCSO’s Emergency 
Communications Center 
to advise of any serious 
incident that occurs within 
GISD. The HCSO ECC shall 
then dispatch an appropri-
ate response per its cur-
rent standard operating 
procedures.

The term “serious inci-
dent” includes, but is not 
limited to the following 
crimes, offenses or situa-
tions or evidence thereof: 

1. Any first degree felony; 
2. Murder or attempted 

murder; 
3. Aggravated robbery 

where a firearm or knife is 
used;

4. Aggravated sexual 
assault;

5. Sexual assault of an 
adult or a child;

6. Any report of indecent 
exposure or solicitation of 
a child; 

7. Aggravated assault 
where a gun or weapon is 
used or threatened; 

8. Any bomb or explo-
sive weapon is used or 
threatened; 

9. Any disturbance where 

a mass or group is involved 
(i.e., riot); or

10. Any medical emergen-
cies, due to the complexity 
of processing the call for 
service, should be sent via 
911 and at last resort by 
radio.

The Hood County Sheriff’s 
Office ECC shall actively 
monitor one talk group 
designated by the Granbury 
Independent School District.

Either party may with-
draw from and terminate 
the MOU on 90 days’ written 
notice to the other party. 
The MOU will also be re-
evaluated during the 2026 
budget cycle to undergo a 
fiscal evaluation to see how 
many radio calls and dis-
patch calls are being routed 
through the ECC and to see 
how many man-hours are 
being devoted to the talk 
group.

Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Jack Wilson made a motion 
to enter into the memo-
randum of understand-
ing between GISD and the 
HCSO. Following a second 
by Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Dave Eagle, the motion 
passed unanimously.

Buy more 
for less!

classifieds.hcnews.com
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COURTESY GRAPHICS

New Member Spotlight: Granbury Christmas Light 
Intallers. “We thrive on Christmas Light customer 
service. We have over 20 years decorating experience. 
Not only can we service your holiday installation 
needs but we have the extra decoration services of a 
full graphic design department for banner installation 
and window graphics at your disposal.” Thank you 
for joining the joining the Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce!

New Member Spotlight: U.S. Dermatology Partners. 
“U.S. Dermatology Partners is one of the largest 
dermatology practices in the country, caring for 
more than 2 million patients each year with over 100 
locations across eight states. Whether you’re seeking 
treatment for a specific skin condition or require 
preventative care, our dermatologists are here to 
be your lifelong skincare partners. From childhood 
to your golden years, you can trust us to deliver 
exceptional results and support you at every stage 
of your skincare journey.” Thank you for joining the 
Granbury Chamber of Commerce!

Board Member Spotlight: Dr. Jeremy Glenn. We are 
thankful for our Board Member, Dr. Jeremy Glenn with 
Granbury ISD!! Dr. Glenn has been on the Granbury 
Chamber Board for 5 years! When asked why he likes 
being a Board Member, he replied, “The Chamber 
provides incredible networking opportunities 
and an opportunity to serve in a growing, vibrant 
community.” Fun Fact about Dr. Glenn: “I was a 7-time 
Grammy Award-winning country music star Kacey 
Musgraves Junior High English Teacher.” Thank you for 
serving on the Granbury Chamber Board!

According to the procla-
mation, Gov. Greg Abbott 
originally designated July 7 
as Fallen Law Enforcement 
Officer Day in Texas in 
2016 in recognition of the 

ultimate sacrifice made by 
Texas law enforcement of-
ficers killed in the line of 
duty. 

Abbott made the day of-
ficial with the signing of 

House Bill 3042 during the 
85th legislative session, fol-
lowing the 2016 attack on 
peace officers in Dallas. The 
attack resulted in the death 
of five officers.

The proclamation states 
this was the deadliest at-
tack on U.S. law enforce-
ment since the Sept. 11, 
2001 terrorist attack. 

“It is our officers who put 
their lives on the line for 
us every day, to ensure our 
safety and wellbeing,” the 
proclamation states. “We 
must stand in support of 

these brave men and wom-
en and their sacrifices must 
be remembered.”

The Hood County 
Commissioners Court rec-
ognizes July 7, 2024, as 
Fallen Law Enforcement 
Office Day in Hood County, 
and asks that all citizens 
take a moment to honor 
the memory of these fallen 
heroes who died in the line 
of duty and to pray for their 
families and communities.

Friends of Memorial Lane 
Chairman Laura Fisher 
also announced during the 

meeting that a vigil will 
take place at 8 p.m. July 7, 
at Memorial Lane Park, 550 
N. Travis St., to honor all 
Texas officers killed from 
July 1 to June 30 in the last 
calendar year. 

A memorial flag will also 
be presented to the family 
of the late Hood County Jail 
Corrections Officer Dusty 
Wren, who passed away 
Feb. 29.

“Thank you for all your 
support,” Fisher added. 

CALENDARCALENDAR

TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS
 Information should be 

submitted at least two 
weeks prior to the event 
for consideration. The 
Community Calendar is 
a free listing in the Hood 
County News to inform 
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should 
be open to the public 
and free to attend. Email 
the who, what, when and 
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street 
address for the location. 
The topic for the meeting, 
program or guest speaker 
must be included. Email to: 
calendar@hcnews.com. 
Calendar information 
runs in chronological 
order as space  
is available. 

HCNEWS.COM

ONGOING
FORWARD TRAINING 

Center “Beginner Typing 
Skills” class. Call 817-573-
6677 or email info@for-
wardtrainingcenter.org

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
HOOD COUNTY Ameri-

cans will meet at Harbor 
Lakes Country Club, 2100 
Clubhouse Drive from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. The event will fea-
ture speaker of the Texas 
State House candidate 
Hannah Bohm. Topic “De-
fending Democracy: Amer-
ica Cares.” Join the group 
for “Defending dignity for 
all Texans.” Questions? Call 
972 -345-0271.

FREE TRAVEL presenta-
tion about Spain at noon 
as part of the Healthy Con-
nections program at Lake 
Granbury Medical Center. 
To register call: 682-500-
1524.

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
GRANBURY COMMU-

NITY Bank Free Patriotic 
Concert, 3 p.m. at Gran-
bury Baptist Church, 1200 
Weatherford Highway. 

SUNDAY, JULY 7
GRANBURY JAZZ Orches-

tra Free Concert, 3 p.m. at 
Granbury Baptist Church, 
1200 Weatherford High-
way. 

MONDAY, JULY 8
TEXAS DEMOCRATIC 

Women of Hood County 
monthly meeting. Pro-
gram: Meet the Juneteenth 
Essay Contest Winners 
and our high school senior 
TDW scholarship recipi-
ents. 11 a.m. at Spring 
Creek Barbeque, 317 E. U.S. 
Highway 377, Granbury. 
Details, call 254-716-5195.

County designates July 7 as Fallen 
Law Enforcement Officer Day

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Members of the Hood County Commissioners Court stand with Friends of Memorial Lane Chairman Laura Fisher during the designation of July 7, 2024, as Fallen Law 
Enforcement Officer Day in Hood County.

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

T
he Hood County Commissioners Court 
unanimously voted to designate July 7 
as Fallen Law Enforcement Officer Day in 
Hood County during a regularly sched-

uled meeting June 21.

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHTNEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

COMMUNITY BUSINESS FROM | A2

HAVE A 
HAPPY 

AND SAFE 
FOURTH 
OF JULY!

CORRECTION
The Hood County News inadvertently listed incorrect names as the winners of the Juneteenth Essay Contest. The winners in the Middle School Division 

were First Place Jack Martin and Second Place Dash Greenway. The winners in the High school Division the winners were First Place Ronnie Graves, Second 
Place Eli Sisco, and Third Place (Tie) Nora Asanti-Wiredu and Anthony Batey. We apologize for this error.
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By attending community-sponsored displays, you can enjoy 
the celebrations from a distance, without putting yourself or 
your loved ones in harm’s way.

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS FILE PHOTOS 

John Calvin Campbell, known to most as J.C., kicked off the 2008 July 4th as Parade Marshal. Campbell, a widely beloved and respected 
figure in Granbury, passed away on March 30th, 2021

“Leave the fireworks to 
the professionals,” said 
Jill Gregg, pediatric nurse 
practitioner. “By attend-
ing community-spon-
sored displays, you can 
enjoy the celebrations 
from a distance, without 
putting yourself or your 
loved ones in harm’s way.

According to the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, fireworks-
related incidents have led 
to a significant number of 
injuries and fatalities. In 
fact, in 2022, there were 
11 reported deaths and 
more than 10,000 injuries 
treated in emergency de-
partments due to misuse, 
malfunction or tip-overs.

While the majority of 
incidents were due to 
amateurs attempting to 
use professional-grade or 
homemade fireworks or 
explosives, less powerful 
fireworks like firecrack-
ers and sparklers can also 
cause significant dam-
age. The National Council 
on Fireworks Safety re-
search shows more than 
half of sparkler-related 
injuries happen to 
children under 
the age of 14. 
While seemingly 
a harmless way 
to celebrate, spar-
klers can reach 
temperatures ex-
ceeding 2,000°F 
— hot enough 
to melt some 
metals.

“If sparklers 
can melt metals, 
imagine the severity 
of the third-degree 
burns they can 
cause to hands,” 

said Gregg. “Even with 
adult supervision, there 
is no safe way for a child 
to handle a sparkler.”

The most common in-
juries seen in emergency 
departments are burns — 
accounting for 38% of all 
fireworks-related injuries 
— but it is important to 
remember that fireworks 
injuries can range from 
minor cuts and bruises to 
amputation or blindness. 
The areas most suscep-
tible to injury are hands 
and fingers, legs, head, 
face, ears and eyes.

If you or a loved one 
does get injured, head to 
the nearest ER if a burn 
is larger than the size of 
a palm or if there are any 
key indicators of infec-
tion such as redness, 
swelling or drainage.

For more information 
or to schedule an ap-
pointment with Jill Gregg, 
pediatric nurse practitio-
ner, please call (817) 326-
3900 or visit her online 
at https://lakegranbury-
medical.com/JillGregg.

Spark new 
memories, not 
fireworks, this 
Fourth of July

comments about the parade 
being the “best parade they 
have ever had.” 

The 1984 theme was 
“Oldies but Goodies,” and 
the Cates were named dual 
grand marshals; they be-
came grand marshals again 
in 1992.

1994
For the 20th anniversa-

ry, Granbury saw a record 
number in attendance as 
more than 40,000 people at-
tended the three-day event. 
Some observers thought 
the fireworks display over 
the lake topped all previous 
shows, and the parade also 
included a record-breaking 
140 entries.

The 1994 theme was Lake 
Granbury Splash Blast, and 
former GISD basketball 
coach Leta Andrews was 
named the grand marshal 
for that year. 

2004
Granbury’s Fourth of July 

30th celebration for 2004 
was also a success, as more 
than 50,000 people gath-
ered to experience the fes-
tivities. Christy Brabec, Lake 
Granbury Area Chamber of 
Commerce office manager, 
said everything went a little 
smoother than years past. 
More people gathered at the 
Family Fun area at Shanley 
Park than in previous years, 
as the area included family-
friendly activities including 
a rock-climbing wall, petting 
zoo, airbrush tattoos and an 
old-fashioned candy store.

Commemorative 2004 
Fourth of July T-shirts were 
also available for sale at 
the Lake Granbury Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The 
shirt featured a logo created 
for the anniversary celebra-
tion by local artist Eden 
Duncan, who is a current 
staff writer/content man-
ager for the Hood County 
News. 

The theme for 2004 was 
30 Red, White and Beautiful 
Years and the grand marshal 
was local historian Mary 
Kate Durham.

2014
Granbury’s patriotic tra-

dition was alive and kick-
in’ for the 40th anniver-
sary. Thousands lined the 
street for the parade and 
good crowds were report-
ed for activities all week-
end. Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce President Mike 

Scott told the Hood County 
Commissioners Court be-
fore the celebration the 
event was expected to bring 
“close to 100,000 into the 
county” over the three-day 
weekend, having a tourism 
impact of $3 million to $5 
million.

The theme was 40 Years of 
Patriotic Tradition and the 
grand marshal was, again, 
Jean Cate, along with Judge 
Ralph Walton. 

MILESTONE YEARS

2020
Due to the COVID-19 out-

break, Scott canceled the 
popular 4th of July parade. 
The chamber later reinstat-
ed the parade and festival 
but agreed that the celebra-
tion would be promoted as a 
locals-only event. However, 
the city, county and cham-
ber agreed to cancel the 
parade a second time. Plans 
for vendors and a July 4 
fireworks show remained in 
place.

There was not a theme or 
a grand marshal for 2020.

2021
Perhaps one of the most 

memorable Fourth of July 
events was the year 2021, 
when attendees “soaked” 
up the fun during a heavy 
rain pour. According to HCN 
Publisher Sam Houston — 
who wrote about the event 
in his column that year — 
initially the rain was lightly 
falling, but not more than 10 
minutes in, the sky opened 
up and “Mother Nature re-
leased her rainy fury.” He 
said the rain seemed to 
come down in buckets as 
military vehicles, wagons, 
trailers, horseback riders, 
and floats rolled down the 
street. He said the observ-
ers applauded and waved 
to their friends in the pa-
rade and laughed at how 
“Granburians did not have 
the good sense to come in 
out of the rain.” 

“At one point, I looked at 
my wife and asked if she 
could remember the Fourth 
of July parade from six 
years ago,” Houston said 
in his column from July 10, 
2021. “She looked at me and 
shook her head no and then 
curiously asked me, ‘Why?’ I 
told her, ‘No one remembers 
the parade from six years 
ago, because it was simply a 
terrific Granbury Fourth of 
July parade. Everyone will 
remember this parade be-
cause the Chamber kept it 
going during a downpour.’” 

Even current Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce 
President Brian Bondy — 
who was in his first year as 
president in 2021 — said he 
had no idea that everyone 
was having a blast in the 
rain. 

“It really spoke to the 
community’s love for this 
event,” he told the HCN. 
“This community loves in-
dependence, they love this 
country, and that parade is 
a reflection of both of those 
values. ... I’ll never forget 
it, and if you ask people 
about the year that it rained, 
they’ll be able to tell you ex-
actly where they were.” 

50 GOLDEN YEARS OF  
STARS AND STRIPES

For half a century, 
Granbury has been foster-
ing patriotic spirit in resi-
dents and visitors alike in a 
crescendo of red, white and 
blue — and this year is no 
different. 

This year’s theme is 50 
Years of Stars and Stripes 
and the grand marshal will 
be Kevin Watson, owner of 
Empire Realty. To make the 
honor even more special, 
Watson was born in 1974 
when the parade first began. 

“There’s so many stories 
like that of people who were 
part of it, and they’re still 
here,” Bondy said. “When 
you look at the names of 
people who were grand 
marshals, you would think 
it would be all these famous 
people, but a lot of them 
were just regular folks.” 

Some “famous” former 
grand marshals include 
radio personality Dick 
Siegel, Olympic gold swim-
mer Dana Vollmer, and 
Peter Mayhew, who played 
Chewbacca in Star Wars.

“It’s pretty fascinating 
from a historical perspec-
tive to just take a look at it 
all,” Bondy said. “Not only 
the years that we’ve done 
it, but thousands of people 
that have been a part of it. 
Kids grew up in the parade 
who are now business own-
ers here or are now retir-
ing here, and it’s pretty 
amazing.” 

Bondy said he still gets 
goosebumps every year 
once he sees how many at-
tendees the parade and fire-
works bring out. 

“Unusually so, it’s car-
ried on for 50 years,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of com-
munities that started out 
with good intentions and 
younger generations come 
up, but they don’t necessar-

ily want to do the work, and 
so it falls by the wayside. 
This one hasn’t fallen by 
the wayside and that speaks 
volumes about the people in 
this community over the last 
15 years who have kept the 
tradition alive. Now, we have 
to carry that torch forward, 
and make sure it stays go-
ing forward for the next 50 
years.” 

For the past several years, 
the parade has only allowed 
around 80 float entries to 
minimize the length of the 
parade. However, with this 
year being a special celebra-
tion, Bondy said the cham-
ber decided to “take the lid 
off.” 

“We said, ‘Because it’s our 
50th, let’s go and see how 
many floats we can get.’ We 
stopped (allowing entries) 
on the 31st of May, and then 
we had quite a few that got 
on the waiting list so we 
made the decision to let 
them in,” Bondy said. “We’re 
going to have over 100 en-
tries — and that’s before we 
include our elected official 
VIPs. ... It’s going to be excit-
ing to see a lot of floats this 
year, and (many) organiza-
tions are coming in from 
other parts of the state that 
will be entries in the parade. 
We’re just really excited.” 

The four-day celebration 
this year will feature many 
live musical performances 
and the parade will also fea-
ture a military vehicle from 
a company called War Fox. 

“They’re going to be driv-
ing a street legal armored 
personnel carrier in the 
parade along with a couple 
of other military trucks,” 
Bondy said. “They’re go-
ing to be on display at the 
Langdon Center all week-
end. Kids can climb on it, sit 
in it, touch it, feel it, all that 
kind of stuff, so it’s very 
family friendly.” 

To continue with the 
one-of-a-kind festivities, 
the Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce has also opened 
up a merchandise store on-
line that will feature 50th 
anniversary hats, tumblers, 
tote bags, tennis shoes, 
patches and bandanas.

“We’re also having com-
memorative coins made, 
and we’re going to give each 
of the parade entries a coin,” 
Bondy said. “We’re also go-
ing to sell those. There’s 
only going to be 250 coins 
made, and by the time it’s 
all said and done, there’ll be 
fewer than 125 available for 
sale.”

Overall, Bondy added he is 
excited for the 50th anni-
versary celebration — espe-
cially because it’ll bring out 
the stories of residents who 
attended the parade many 
years prior. 

“When you start hearing 
about, ‘Remember back in 
‘78?’ — that’s when it starts 
to become more than just 
an event, and that’s what we 
believe it is,” he said. “It’s 
more than just an event; 
it’s a celebration of 50 
years. And this community 
has been supporting it (all 
along).”

By Lake Granbury Medical Center

A
s Independence Day approaches, 
Lake Granbury Medical Center and 
Lakeside Physicians emphasizes 
the importance of fireworks safe-

ty to prevent injuries and avoid a trip to the 
emergency department. While fireworks have 
been an integral part of Fourth of July festivi-
ties since 1777, it has not been without risk 
and should be handled only by experienced py-
rotechnicians.

PHOTO  
 COURTESY OF 

ANDRII,  
ADOBESTOCK.

COM

BLAST
FROM PAGE A1

This little buckaroo from way 
back in 2002 enjoyed a good 
meal at the reunion grounds 
before settling in to view the 
fabulous fireworks display over 
Lake Granbury. 
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The ceremony began 
slightly later than planned, 
with attendees navigating 
morning traffic, but “ … ev-
erything was on schedule,” 
confirmed Wade Turner, co-
founder and CEO of Practical 
Metals. “We waited a few 
minutes as people were still 
arriving, but overall, it was a 
timely start.”

Among the notable at-
tendees was Cresson Mayor 
Ron Becker, who graced 
the occasion as the guest 
of honor and delivered an 
inspiring speech. Becker 
highlighted the positive eco-
nomic impact and growth 
potential Practical Metals 
brings to Cresson. In addi-
tion to Becker, the event saw 
participation from police 
officers, business partners, 
staff and family members. 
A particularly moving mo-
ment was the arrival of re-
tired Gunnery Sgt. Aubrey 
McDade, a Navy Cross recipi-
ent and fellow Marine who 
served with Turner in Iraq.

Turner founded Practical 
Metals in partnership with 
Nate Roberts and his son, 
Chance Roberts, through 
a collaboration with their 
company, Asset Materials. 
The partnership is rooted in 
their shared Marine Corps 
background, though they did 
not serve together. Turner 

and Nate Roberts’ friendship 
and mutual respect culmi-
nated in forming Practical 
Building Systems. The merg-
ing of their expertise allows 
them to tackle market chal-
lenges and provide superior 
customer service. “We focus 
on a customer service model, 
building relationships with 
our clients to help them 
operate more efficiently 
with high-quality products,” 
Turner explained.

Turner and cofounders 
Nate Roberts and Chance 
Roberts took to the stage 
to address the crowd. “First 
and foremost, I want to 
thank Mayor Ron Becker and 
the people of Cresson for 
welcoming us and making us 
feel at home,” Turner said. 
He also thanked their indus-
try partners, vendors, clients 
and families for their unwav-
ering support.

The weather was a coop-
erative partner for the day’s 
events. “Thank God for the 
breeze,” Turner joked, ap-
preciating the favorable con-
ditions accompanying the 
ceremony.

Practical Metals, part of the 
broader Practical Building 
Systems, specializes in 
manufacturing panels, flat 
sheets, trim components, 
and converting roll coil into 
products for commercial 

roofers and general contrac-
tors. While they occasionally 
take on residential projects 
like barndominiums and 
horse arenas, their primary 
market is commercial struc-
tures, including the cur-
rent project of building a 
tabernacle. 

Customer service is at the 
heart of Practical Metals’ 
business model. Turner 
emphasized the company’s 
focus on building strong cli-
ent relationships, drawing 
inspiration from companies 
like Amazon. “We answer the 
phone, we take care of our 
clients, big or small. Speed 
and efficiency are the biggest 
names of the game,” Turner 
stated.

Choosing Cresson was 
both strategic and senti-
mental. “Cresson is set for 
significant growth, and we 
wanted to be part of that,” 

Turner said. “It’s a great 
place with friendly people, 
and its location allows us 
to distribute our products 
evenly throughout Texas.” 
The central location of the 
new facility aids in its goal to 
establish a national footprint 
in the coming years.

Turner envisions Practical 
Metals playing a vital role 
in the local community, 
especially regarding em-
ployment. Practical Metals 
is already reaching out to 
potential employees and 
preparing training pro-
grams for various depart-
ments to foster a positive 
company culture. “We want 
to bring back those old, tra-
ditional American business 
values where people truly 
enjoy their work,” Turner 
remarked.

As a service-disabled veter-
an-owned company, there 

is a strong commitment to 
hiring veterans and foster-
ing a company culture where 
employees take pride in their 
work. “We practice what we 
preach,” Turner emphasized. 
“We want our employees to 
be proud to say they work 
for Practical Metals.” 

Practical Metals has al-
ready begun the slow hiring 
process, targeting individu-
als with industry experience 
to head various depart-
ments. “We expect to be fully 
operational by the first of 
the year, with experienced 
staff in place,” Turner said.

Philanthropy is a cru-
cial component of Practical 
Metals’ core values. Becker 
and the City Council will 
play a key role in helping 
the company contribute ef-
fectively to the community. 
Additionally, Turner and his 
wife, Cassandra, are actively 

involved in local educational 
initiatives, advocating for vo-
cational skills alongside tra-
ditional academic pathways.

Working with local and 
industry partners is essen-
tial as Practical Metals be-
gins this ambitious project. 
“Our competitors are also 
our partners,” Turner said, 
emphasizing the industry’s 
unique dynamic that encour-
ages mutual growth and 
success.

Monday’s groundbreak-
ing marks the beginning 
of a promising journey for 
Practical Metals, poised to 
bring innovation, employ-
ment and economic growth 
to Cresson and beyond. With 
a steadfast commitment to 
quality and customer ser-
vice, Practical Metals will sig-
nificantly impact the metal 
manufacturing industry.

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Practical Metals’ founders in white hardhats (pictured from left) Chance Roberts, Nate Roberts, Wade Turner, and Cresson Mayor Ron Becker celebrate with all attendees at the groundbreaking ceremony on 
Monday, June 24.

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

P
ractical Metals, a division of Practical 
Building Systems, held a groundbreak-
ing ceremony Monday morning, June 24, 
at 900 North Cresson Highway in Cres-

son’s B&B Business Park. The event, marked by 
enthusiastic participation from local dignitaries, 
industry partners and community members, set 
the stage for the significant impact the business is 
expected to have on the Cresson and Hood County 
economies and beyond. The Practical Metals facil-
ity, which will initially span 10,000 square feet, is 
scheduled to be operational by the beginning of 
the new year.

A new chapter begins

PRACTICAL METALS BREAKS 
GROUND IN CRESSON

PRACTICAL METALS BREAKS 
GROUND IN CRESSON

A new chapter begins

Cresson Mayor Ron Becker 
welcomes Practical Metals to town at 
groundbreaking on June 24.

Pictured from left: Chance 
Roberts, Nate Roberts, Wade 
Turner, and Cresson Mayor 
Ron Becker break ground at 
 Practical Metals.
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Granbury PD 
welcomes new 
deputy chief 
of police
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

On Monday, June 17, Garrett Wiginton 
was promoted to deputy chief of police 
at the Granbury Police Department. With 
over 16 years of law enforcement experi-
ence, Wiginton is set to bring his exten-
sive knowledge and dedication to his 
new leadership role. 

“I am excited and grateful for the 
opportunity to serve as the deputy 
chief of police for the Granbury Police 
Department,” said Wiginton, reflecting 
on his promotion. Since joining the de-
partment in 2008, Wiginton has held key 
positions such as patrol officer, patrol 
sergeant, and, for the past seven years, 
patrol lieutenant, overseeing the patrol 
division’s daily operations. Additionally, 
Wiginton has dedicated 13 years to the 
regional SWAT team and has 10 years 
of service in the United States Army 
Reserves.

Wiginton acknowledges his new role 

COURTESY PHOTO 

Garrett Wiginton: Granbury Deputy Chief of 
Police.

The agreement states that 
Bosque County currently has 
excess capacity and the abil-
ity to provide housing and care 

for Hood County inmates at 
the Bosque County Jail. In this 
agreement, Bosque County will 
provide detention services for 

inmates of Hood at the jail, 
which is owned, operated, and 
managed by Bosque County. 

In return, Hood County will 
pay Bosque County a per-diem 
rate for detention services under 
the agreement in the amount of 
$85 per inmate per day.

According to Hood County 
Sheriff Roger Deeds, Hood 
County is always looking for an-
other location to house inmates, 
as the jail has maxed out its 
capacity. 

“Right now, we’re doing okay 
with what we have. We haven’t 
been told to come and get them, 
but we feel we need to get these 
contracts in place, just in case,” 
Deeds said. “I got an email that 
they (Bosque County) had some 
room and they were wanting 
to bring on inmates if anybody 
needed to do so. This was a con-
tract that they put together at 85 
bucks a day per inmate, but it’s 

Hood County partners with Bosque 
County for new inmate housing

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Hood County Sheriff Roger Deeds speaks to the Hood County Commissioners Court about housing inmates at the Bosque County Jail during a regularly 
scheduled meeting June 21. 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

H
ood County officially entered into an interlo-
cal agreement with Bosque County regarding 
the housing of jail inmates during a regularly 
scheduled meeting June 21. 
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encompasses the entire 
department. “As deputy 
chief, my responsibilities 
will include overseeing the 
operations of the patrol 
division, criminal inves-
tigative unit, and the ad-
ministrative section. (I will 
be) working closely with 
division commanders to 
meet the chief’s intent on 
operations, as well as city 
leadership and commu-
nity expectations for our 
agency,” he explained.

Three core principles — 
accountability, grace and 
servant leadership — form 
the bedrock of Wiginton’s 
philosophy. “True servant 
leadership is always plac-
ing the needs of others be-
fore your own,” Wiginton 
noted. He is resolute in ap-
plying these principles to 
foster a supportive and ef-
ficient department, where 
each individual’s needs 
are valued, and the collec-
tive goals are achieved.

As deputy chief, 
Wiginton’s primary goal 
is to assist Chief Mitch 
Galvan with implementing 
organizational objectives 
and continuing to build 
on an identity of family, 

community and profes-
sionalism. “Chief Galvan 
has done an excellent job 
of instilling these values 
within our department, 
and I look forward to the 
opportunity to continue 
building on that identity,” 
he said.

One of Wiginton’s key 
initiatives is maintain-
ing and enhancing public 
trust and safety through 
transparency, openness 
and community involve-
ment. “We benefit from 
a public trust that many 
other agencies nation-
wide are not as fortunate 
to have. Maintaining that 
trust requires continuous 
engagement with the com-
munity,” he emphasized.

Addressing the de-
partment’s challenges, 
Wiginton highlighted the 
importance of maintain-
ing public support amid 
the city’s rapid growth 
and tackling the nation-
wide issue of recruiting 
qualified law enforcement 
officers. “To address these 
challenges, we must seize 
every opportunity to en-
gage with our community 
and continue building that 
relationship. We also need 
to modernize our recruit-
ing strategies to attract 

qualified applicants,” he 
said.

Reflecting on his ca-
reer, Wiginton finds the 
camaraderie among his 
colleagues to be the most 
rewarding aspect. “There 
is a special connection 
you build with people,” he 
shared, “when you have 
stood shoulder-to-shoul-
der with them and faced 
the darkness together.

“I would also like to 
express my gratitude 
to my beautiful wife, 
Amber,” said Wiginton. 
“Her unwavering support 
throughout my career 
has been instrumental in 
reaching this milestone. 
While officers are fre-
quently recognized for 
serving the community, 
their spouses are unsung 
heroes. They quietly 
support their partners, 
managing the challenges 
of missed birthdays and 
holidays and leaving the 
house when the phone 
rings in the middle of the 
night — keeping every-
thing together behind the 
scenes.”

Wiginton encourages 
college and high school 
students to consider a 
career in law enforce-
ment if they feel called to 

this profession. “Pursue it 
relentlessly,” he advises. 
“Look into departments 
you’re interested in and 
do ride-alongs if you’re 
over 18. Make sure that 
the department’s culture 
meets your expectations. 
In the meantime, work as 
hard in your current posi-
tion as you would in your 
dream department. Often, 
we have people who apply 
for work with a poor work 
history or a pattern of 
poor decision-making, and 
we have to pass on their 
applications. Set yourself 
up for success by having 
the highest moral char-
acter and being a model 
employee.”

Wiginton’s inspiration 
for choosing a career in 
law enforcement was 
his father, who served in 
the field for 35 years. “It 
was a culture I was im-
mersed in my whole life. 
I saw everything he was 
a part of, like the dive 
team, swift water rescue 
and the SWAT team,” said 
Wiginton. “However, I also 
saw the other side of law 
enforcement, where he 
could positively impact 
and truly minister to oth-
ers. I remember one time 
Dad ran into a family who 

couldn’t afford their kids’ 
presents right before 
Christmas. He and some 
other officers bought 
Christmas presents for 
them out of their pocket, 
and I got to ride with him 
to deliver them to the 
parents on Christmas Eve 
without the kids knowing. 
At around 10 years old, I 
knew then that I wanted to 
do the same thing when I 
grew up.”

In his spare time, 
Wiginton enjoys play-
ing sports with his kids 
and helping coach their 
youth leagues, working 
out at Community Fitness 
Granbury, and doing al-
most anything outdoors. 
“We enjoy going camp-
ing, mountain biking and 
fishing. I’m pretty sure my 
kids go camping just for 
the s’mores, though,” he 
says. 

The Granbury commu-
nity eagerly awaits Deputy 
Chief Wiginton’s positive 
impact as he continues the 
organization’s tradition of 
excellence. Under his lead-
ership, the department 
aims to meet community 
expectations while em-
bodying the principles of 
service and commitment 
Wiginton values deeply.

a backup.” 
Precinct 1 Commissioner Kevin 

Andrews asked Deeds how many 
beds Bosque County currently has 
available. Deeds said the number 
fluctuates from day to day, but the 
last time Chief Deputy Steve Smith 
spoke with representatives from 
Bosque County, they “acted like 
they had 230 beds.” Deeds added 
that Bosque County is also actively 
issuing contracts for other coun-
ties to use the additional jail space 
if needed.

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Nannette Samuelson asked Deeds 
if it would be feasible to move in-
mates to Bosque County who are 
currently housed elsewhere with a 
higher daily rate. 

“We could do that,” Deeds said. 
“Johnson County’s 100 bucks a 
day, and it’s not that much more 
with your drive too, so that’s why 
I’m always telling the guys back 
there in the jail, ‘Let’s get them 
out of the expensive beds and get 
them into the cheaper beds.’ We do 
that all the time. That’d be a little 
less — 15 bucks a day less — and 
we can get some moved out.” 

Precinct 4 Commissioner Dave 
Eagle pointed out that Bosque 
County’s contract for $85 a day 
per 30 inmates would equal 
$2,550, but that it’s currently $71 
a day to continue housing the in-
mates at the Hood County jail — 
totaling $2,130. 

“The difference is $420 to send 
these 30 inmates out, plus trans-
portation,” Eagle said. “I just want-
ed to point that out.” 

Samuelson then made a mo-
tion to allow County Judge Ron 
Massingill to sign the interlo-
cal agreement with Bosque 
County regarding the housing 
of jail inmates. With a second 
from Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Jack Wilson, the motion passed 
unanimously. 

“As deputy chief, my responsibilities will include overseeing the operations of the patrol division,  

criminal investigative unit, and the administrative section. (I will be) working closely  

with division commanders to meet the chief’s intent on operations, as well as city leadership  

and community expectations for our agency.”

GARRETT WIGINTON
Deputy Chief of Police, Granbury Police Department
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“For nearly three decades, 
Justin Chrane represent-
ed the best of the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, 
and we will be forever grate-
ful for his service and dedi-
cation to protecting Texas,” 
said DPS Director Steven 
McCraw. “I have no doubt 
Bruce James will continue 
with the highest standards 
we’ve come to expect, and 
I look forward to seeing all 
that he accomplishes in this 
new role.”

Justin Chrane served the 
department for 27 years, 
first joining in January of 
1997 as a THP Trooper, 
serving in Decatur, Terrell 
and Austin. He would later 
be promoted to sergeant 
and serve in Bastrop, before 
being promoted to lieuten-
ant at the Capitol in 2006. 
In 2008, Chrane promoted 
to captain and served as 
the K-9 Coordinator. He 
was then stationed briefly 
in El Paso after promoting 
to major in 2014. Chrane 
then transferred back to 

Austin as operational major 
and served as the Executive 
Director of Operation Crash 
Awareness and Reduction 
Effort (CARE), a nationwide 
initiative to reduce and 
prevent crashes. In March 
2020, Chrane promoted to 
Assistant Chief of the Texas 
Highway Patrol. Chrane 
is a second-generation 
employee.

BRUCE JAMES, ASSISTANT 
CHIEF, TEXAS HIGHWAY 
PATROL

Bruce James began his 
law enforcement career as 
a patrol officer with the San 
Angelo Police Department 
(SAPD) in 1987. He lat-
er transferred to SAPD’s 
Criminal Investigation 
Division specializing in 
child abuse and neglect 
investigations. James 
also spent time serving as 
SAPD’s hit-and-run inves-
tigator. In 2000, James 
joined DPS, his first duty 
station being in Ozona. 
In 2007, he transferred to 

the Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement (CVE) service 
and subsequently promot-
ed to sergeant and lieu-
tenant in 2008 and 2011, 
respectively. In 2014, James 
promoted to captain in 
Garland, then transferred 
to Weslaco and promoted 
to major in 2018. In 2019, 
he transferred one last time 
to serve in the THP Chief’s 

Office at DPS headquarters 
in Austin. In June 2024, he 
was promoted to Assistant 
Chief. James received the 
DPS Purple Heart Citation in 
2012 and graduated from 
the Texas DPS Command 
College in 2017.

James’ promotion is ef-
fective immediately. He 
remains stationed at DPS 
headquarters in Austin.

Are you anticipating an 
inheritance someday? If so, 
you may want to discuss it 
with your parents or other 
family members who may be 
leaving you the assets — be-
cause early, open communi-
cation will benefit everyone 
involved.

However, many people 
are reluctant to have these 
conversations. More than a 
third of Americans do not 
plan on discussing a transfer 
of wealth with their families, 
according to a recent study 
by Edward Jones in partner-
ship with NEXT 360 Partners 
and Morning Consult. And 
the same study found that 
only about a quarter of 

Americans 
have actu-
ally discussed 
generational 
wealth trans-
fer with their 
families.

Perhaps this 
low level of 

communication is not sur-
prising — clearly, talking 
about wealth transfer and es-
tate plans can be emotional. 
But having these discussions 
is important, for several 
reasons:

STRENGTHENING FAMILY 
BONDS

Generational wealth trans-
fer shouldn’t be seen simply 
as a transactional event. By 
discussing your parents’ 
plans and wishes, and your 
own expectations, you can 

build a sense of unity and 
shared purpose. And you 
can develop a common phi-
losophy about how your 
family’s legacy goals will be 
carried forward through the 
succeeding generations.

AVOIDING UNPLEASANT 
SURPRISES

If you or other family 
members are expecting a cer-
tain inheritance and things 
turn out differently, disap-
pointment and bad feelings 
may occur. But this can be 
avoided by having a discus-
sion beforehand that clearly 
outlines your parents’ inten-
tions. You still may not agree 
with them, but at least you’ll 
know what to expect — and 
you won’t make the mistake 
of acting in advance on any 
assumptions about what 

you’ll inherit.

DEVELOPING APPROPRIATE 
STRATEGIES

Passing on wealth to a 
new generation as part of 
an overall estate plan can 
be more complex than you 
might think. Are your par-
ents using tax-smart strate-
gies? Would they benefit 
from establishing a living 
trust? Are the beneficiary 
designations on their retire-
ment accounts and life insur-
ance policies accurate and 
up to date? If you suspect 
your parents may not have 
properly addressed these is-
sues, you may want to bring 
up the benefits of working 
with an estate-planning at-
torney and a tax advisor. 

PROTECTING AGAINST 
INCAPACITATION

Many people go through 
their senior years with few, 
if any, physical or mental im-
pairments. But there are no 
guarantees. If one or both of 
your parents were to become 
incapacitated and unable 
to handle their financial af-
fairs, it could cause serious 
problems with their wealth 
transfer and estate-planning 
goals. But if you can discuss 
your parents’ plans with 
them while they are healthy 
and alert, you can encour-
age them to take the proper 
steps, such as reviewing 
outdated estate-planning 
documents and designat-
ing you or another family 
member as power of attor-
ney to make health care and 
financial decisions on their 

behalf should they become 
incapacitated.

While the benefits of hav-
ing wealth-transfer and 
estate-planning discussions 
are clear, starting the con-
versations can be tricky. You 
need to show that you want 
to initiate these talks be-
cause you’re concerned that 
proper plans need to be in 
place and understood by ev-
eryone involved. If you have 
a good relationship with 
your parents, you should be 
able to start these conversa-
tions, but you’ll still need to 
be sensitive when bringing 
up the subject. 

One final word: Estate 
plans can take some time 
to develop — so, the sooner 
you have these discussions, 
the better.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  “got a ____ in my
      throat” (emotional)
  5  TX Roy Orbison hit
      “It’s ____” (1964)
  6  home of Baylor
  7  flim____ (scam)
  8  commercials, e.g.
  9  Clay Allison epitaph:
      “He never killed _
      ___  ___ did not
      need killing”
16  pekoe and green
18  in Bandera, “Dixie
      ____  _____” for
      city slickers
21  __ Campo, Texas
22  Maureen O’____
      of film “Rio Grande”
23  TXism: “his facts
      ___ elastic” (liar)
24  TXism: “it _____  _
      poke in the eye
      with a sharp stick”
30  TX-based Sunoco
      once was “______
      ___ Company”
34  TXism: “bend __
      elbow” (drink)
35  record companies
36  TX Roy Bean’s
      court____ was in
      his Langtry saloon
37  petty quarrels
39  _____  _______
      Court is last resort
      for civil appeals
43  TX Gene Tierney
      1945 film: “Leave
      ___  __ Heaven”
44  delicious melon:
      “Pecos Can______”
45  WBAP __/FM
46  “it’s ___ better days”

  1  Texas Registered
      Longhorn Beef
      is this (2 wds.)
  2  birth town of TX
      McConaughey
  3  TXism: “__  ____
      __ su casa”
      (neighborly)
  4  seniors dance
  9  just one of 8-across
10  this Ali took TX
      Foreman’s title in
      1974 “Rumble”
11  TX singer Meat
      Loaf was born
      Marvin Lee ____

47  TXism: “__  _____ on
      her” (pretty girl) 
49  degraded
52  Texas-based American
      Airlines would hire this 
      aircraft mainten. worker
53  dir. from Andrews
      to Junction  
54  wind turbine part
55  TXism: “never sign any-
      thing in ___  ____ of a
      neon light”

58  “_____ out”
      (in golf)
59  Slim Whitman’s
      “A Travelin’ ___”
60  “and so on” abbr.
61  TX George Strait’s
      “Marina del ___” 12  noted fictional

      detective, Wolfe
13  thin, ghostly figure
14  laugh word
15  TXism: “plain as the
      ears __  _ mule”
17  7-Eleven slushies
19  Texas Nokona
      baseball gloves are
      hand_______
20  this Josh was Aggie
      offensive line coach
      (2019-22)  
24  great NFL and UT
      quarterback, Bobby
      (init.)
25  enjoy fried okra
26  you can make _  ___ 
      at Lone Star Park

27  Bank in East Texas
28  Olympic ski race
29  TXism: “__  ____
      as a baby’s
      backside”
31  neither’s sidekick
32  abortion case that’s
      been overturned
      “___ v. Wade”
33  hides out (2 wds.)

38  in Duval County
      on U.S. 59
40  ___ Ross State
      University in Alpine
41  once a rival to the
      AP news agency
42  “E” of “EMT”
48  ____ Ward, Texas
      in Hale County
50  TX Kenny sang you
      gotta know when to
      hold ‘em and when
      to ____ ‘em
51  OJ’s judge, Lance
56  four-bagger by an
      Astro or Ranger
57  make ecstatic
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Talk to your family about wealth transfer

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services
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TONY MOBLY
Edward Jones 
Financial Adviser

Tony Mobly

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS 
AND MONUMENTS, 
CEMETERY PLOTS, 

CREMATION GARDENS, 
MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS 

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and 
we’ll help you plan ahead 

& save.
(817) 279 - 7270

1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

@HCNEWS

Call our office 
to temporarily 
stop and start 

your paper

817-573-7066

Going on a

Cruise?
SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY

Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.hcnews.
com. Advance payment is required and you may do so 
online when placing the obituary. Obituaries should come 
from the funeral home. Obituaries placed by next of kin 
must be verified with the facility handling the body or the 
church where service will be held. You must provide the 
contact info for verification when submitting the obituary. 
The Hood County News deadline for obituaries is 10 a.m. 
Wednesday for the Saturday paper. Deadlines are subject 
to change during holidays.

Robert "Bob" Bevill Jr.
June 22, 1936 - June 22, 2024

Robert "Bob" Bevill, Jr.
passed away Saturday,
June 22, 2024. Graveside
service: 10 a.m., Thursday,
June 27, 2024, Holly Hills
Memorial Park, Visitation:
10 a.m. - 11 a.m., Friday,
June 28, 2024, First Baptist
Church, Granbury. Cele-
bration of Life Service: 11
a.m., Friday, June 28, 2024,
First Baptist Church,
Granbury. Services under
the direction of Wiley Fu-
neral Home.

Bob was born on June
22, 1936, in Vivian,
Louisiana to Johnnie Bevill
and Robert Bevill Sr. He
proudly served his country
in the United States Marine
Corp. He worked as a com-
puter software engineer
for General Dynamics and
retired from Lockheed
Martin.

Bob loved his Lord and
Savior. He loved his church
and church family very
much. He served as a Dea-
con for many years. He
sang in the choir and sang
solos and in a quartet. He
also sang in the Judge and
Jury Quartet for the com-

munity.
Bob loved boating, fish-

ing, fishing, and fishing.
He was preceded in death
by his mother, Johnnie
Bevill; father, Robert James
Bevill Sr.; brother, John
Bruce Bevill; and daughter,
Becky Bevill.

Survivors: loving wife of
58 years, Mary Richardson
Bevill; son, Robert Tillman
Bevill; brother, George An-
drew Bevill; sister, Anna
Bevill Hunsicker; grand-
daughter, Cami Bevill Duni
and her husband David;
grandson, Drew Bevill; and
many friends and relatives.

Carolyn Fisk Kagy
November 12, 1854 - June 19, 2024

Carolyn Fisk Kagy, age
69, passed away on June
19, 2024 in Clifton, Texas.
Carolyn was born on Nov.
12, 1954 in Fort Worth,
Texas. Carolyn was a cher-
ished member of the com-
munity and a beloved fam-
ily member.

Carolyn attended Cedar
Hill High School and Tar-
leton State University. She
was a long-time resident of
Granbury where she was
the marketing manager at
the Granbury CVB. Carolyn
retired to Clifton, Texas af-
ter working for the City of
Rosenberg as the manager
of the Rosenberg Civic
Center.

Carolyn enjoyed the out-
doors, traveling, and hunt-
ing. She was an extraordi-
nary Siamese cat mom.

Carolyn is survived by
siblings Dana Comeau,
Julie Comeau, and David

Fisk as well as eight
nephews and nieces.

No services are sched-
uled per Carolyn's request
and donations can be
made to the following
charities:

ORCA-orcahope.org,
Austin Siamese Rescue-
austinrescue.org, Weather-
ford Whiskers-
weatherfordwhiskers.org.

DPS Announces New Texas 
Highway Patrol Assistant Chief
By The Texas Department of Public Safety

A
USTIN – The Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) announces the 
promotion of Bruce James to As-
sistant Chief of the Texas Highway 

Patrol (THP). This promotion is a result of the 
retirement of Assistant Chief Justin Chrane who 
served the department for nearly 30 years.

COURTESY PHOTO

Bruce James, Assistant Chief of the Texas Highway Patrol
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EVERY DAY
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS. Do you or someone 
you know have a problem 
with alcohol? Meetings daily 
at 10 a.m., noon and 7 p.m. at 
1205 Lipan Highway, Gran-
bury.

ACTON 12-STEP Group. 
Meeting daily at 7 p.m. 3609 
Acton Highway (behind Mad-
ison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY
WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Al-

coholics Anonymous. Closed 
discussion for women only. 
Meets every Saturday at 10 
a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For 
more information call 317-
772-8124

EVERY SUNDAY
STARTING A New Life is a 

grief support group for those 
who have lost a loved one 
through death. This includes 
the loss of a spouse, child, 
parent, sibling or close friend. 
For the past 26 years, this 
group has helped people 
work through their grief pro-
cess. If you, or someone you 
know, is suffering from the 
loss of a loved one, come or 
bring them to our next ses-
sion that began March 19, 
2023. We are Christian based, 
nondenominational, and wel-
come all who are suffering. 

We meet 3-5 p.m. on Sundays 
in the parish hall of St. Frances 
Cabrini Catholic Church. For 
more information, call Ben 
Bradley at 575-706-5703 or 
Sherry Bingham at 817-657-
0822.

EVERY MONDAY
PROMISES AL-ANON 

group meets every Monday 
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian 
Church, fellowship hall, west 
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St.

EVERY TUESDAY
PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 

in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church, 
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377 
(next door to Tractor Supply). 

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK 
seminar. Next session begins 
Sept. 10, 6:30-8 p.m. Present-
ed by StoneWater Church, 
Granbury, this program is a 
support group designed to 
help rebuild lives. Book for 
course, $20, “Finding hope 
after the loss of a loved one.” 
Register: GriefShare.Stone-
WaterChurch.com or call 817-
579-9175. May call anytime 
for help.

PEDALING FOR Parkinson’s 
hosted by the Hood County 

YMCA will be from 1 to 2 
p.m. at 1475 James Road. The 
program is led by a certified 
group fitness instructor and 
consists of a pre- and post-fit-
ness evaluation, and 45-min-
ute spin/cycling session. Pro-
gram will last 12 weeks. For 
more information call 817-
624-9791 or e-mail communi-
tyhealth@ymcafw.org.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY, 
Christ-centered recovery 
program. Free dinner 6-6:45 
p.m., large group meetings 
7-8 p.m., small group meet-
ings 8-9 p.m. Lakeside Baptist 
Church, 500 W. Bluebonnet 
Drive. 817-573-2094. Ques-
tions: Tim White 817-223-
0973 or Becky Pierce 254-
396-5918.

EVERY THURSDAY
TAKE OFF Pounds Sensi-

bly (TOPS). 8:45-10:45 a.m. 
Lakeside Baptist Church, 
room 133C, 500 W. Bluebon-
net Drive. Maximum weight 
scale: 400 pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY 
seminar and support recov-
ery seminar and support 
group meets at 10 a.m. at 
Interim Hospice, 1314 Paluxy 
Drive, Suite 200. Childcare is 
not provided. Fee for Grief-
share workbook is $15. De-
tails: 817-573-7474.

RE|ENGAGE MARRIAGE 
Enrichment meets every 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
StoneWater Church in Gran-
bury. For more information 
email to paige.kitchens@
stonewaterchurch.com.

EVERY FRIDAY
PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 

in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church, 
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377 
(next door to Tractor Supply). 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY, 
Christ-centered recovery 
program. 12 step groups 
7-8 p.m., “Friday Night Live! 
Church” 8:15-9 p.m. Lake-
side Baptist Church, 500 W. 
Bluebonnet Drive. 817-573-
2094. Questions: Tim White 
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce 
254-396-5918.

FIRST MONDAY
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 

Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRST TUESDAY
ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-

ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND MONDAY
THE LOCAL Chapter (238) of 

the DAV (Disabled American 
Veterans) meets at 3601 Fall 
Creek Highway, (Good Shep-
herd Anglican Church) on 
the second Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. The meeting 
purpose is to have camara-
derie with other veterans but 
to learn how the VA keeps 
its promise to take care of 
disabled veterans, men and 
women.

SECOND SATURDAY
GRIEF SUPPORT group for 

anyone grieving a loss in their 
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast. Please 
join us for conversation and 
community, location varies. 
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449 or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833.

THIRD MONDAY
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 

Group, join others to share 

concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

THIRD TUESDAY
ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-

ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FOURTH TUESDAY
PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 

Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone 
Terrace, 916 E. U.S. Highway 
377. Open for those with Par-
kinson’s Disease and their 
families wanting to under-
stand more about this dis-
ease. Details: 817-999-1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY
GRIEF SUPPORT group for 

anyone grieving a loss in their 
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast. Please 
join us for conversation and 
community. Location varies. 
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833.

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to  cal-
endar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.

POLICE BLOTTER

Granbury Police Department Criminal Activity Report
The following is a break-

down of activity occurred 
through the Granbury Police 
Department during the peri-
od of June 14-24. While there 
were many incidents, this is 
a partial list of more signifi-
cant activity.

JUNE 14
1:03 a.m.: suspicious activ-

ity on Doyle Springs Road
1:25 a.m.: possession of 

a controlled substance on 
Weatherford Highway

7:06 a.m.: suspicious activ-
ity on N. Park Drive

9:47 a.m.: fraud on S. 
Morgan Street

10:54 a.m.: criminal tres-
pass on E. U.S. Highway 377

1:27 p.m.: theft of property 
on E. U.S. Highway 377

1:48 p.m.: suspicious activ-
ity on N. Park Drive

**Two minor accidents and 
nine traffic stops occurred 
on this day**

JUNE 15
11:11 a.m.: theft under 

$100 on E. U.S. Highway 377
6:08 p.m.: theft under 

$100 on E. U.S. Highway 377
8:13 p.m.: noise distur-

bance on Cogdell Street
11:06 p.m.: suspicious 

activity on M and M Ranch 
Road

11:44 p.m.: intoxicated 
person on E. Pearl Street

**One major accident, a 
warrant service and 17 traf-
fic stops occurred this day**

JUNE 16
3:36 a.m.: theft on Hughie 

Long Road

10:27 a.m.: driver with 
invalid license on Lipan 
Highway

1:19 p.m.: driver with in-
valid license on Fall Creek 
Highway

**One major accident and 
17 traffic stops occurred on 
this day**

JUNE 17
8:57 a.m.: theft over 

$2,500 on S. Morgan Street
9:49 a.m.: theft of property 

on Paddle Boat Drive
11:17 a.m.: suspicious ac-

tivity on E. Pearl Street
3:04 p.m.: theft over $100 

on E. Highway 377
4:55 p.m.: theft over $100 

on E. Highway 377

5:51 p.m.: theft over $100 
on Red Bird Lane

9:12 p.m.: prowler on 
Lipan Highway

**Two major accidents, 
three minor accidents and 
30 traffic stops occurred on 
this day**

JUNE 18
10:17 a.m.: theft of a motor 

vehicle on E. U.S. Highway 
377

2:43 p.m.: criminal tres-
pass on E. U.S. Highway 377

3:10 p.m.: fraud on Cliff 
Swallow Court

3:36 p.m.: assault with a 
deadly weapon on W. Pearl 
Street

4:10 p.m.: criminal tres-
pass on Kathy Lane

4:40 p.m.: trash dumped 
on Holly Hills Cemetery 
Road

9:22 p.m.: possession of a 
controlled substance on E. 
U.S. Highway 377

10:39 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on N. Crockett Street

**One major accident, two 
minor accidents and 10 traf-
fic stops occurred on this 
day**

JUNE 19
7:26 a.m.: possession of a 

controlled substance on N. 
Plaza Drive

11:04 a.m.: suspicious ac-
tivity on Acton Highway

11:52 a.m.: theft over $100 

and under $750 on Western 
Hills Trail

9:03 p.m.: assault on E. 
Pearl Street

11:52 p.m.: drug overdose 
on E. U.S. Highway 377

**Three major accidents, 
five minor accidents, three 
warrant services and 15 traf-
fic stops occurred on this 
day**

JUNE 20
2:35 a.m.: noise distur-

bance on Kessler Drive
6:43 a.m.: suspicious activ-

ity on W. Moore St
4:13 p.m.: theft of property 

on E. U.S. Highway 377
6:09 p.m.: noise distur-

bance on W. Bridge Street
8:58 p.m.: assault on 

Reunion Court
**Three major accidents, 

two minor accidents, and 15 
traffic stops occurred on this 
day**

JUNE 21
3:17 a.m.: suspicious activ-

ity on Paluxy Highway
6:47 a.m.: theft of property 

on Kathy Lane
10:06 a.m.: trash dumped 

on E. U.S. Highway 377
12:34 p.m.: assault on E. 

U.S. Highway 377
1:13 p.m.: theft of property 

on E. U.S. Highway 377
5:04 p.m.: theft over $100 

on E. U.S. Highway 377
6:45 p.m.: hit-and-run acci-

dent on E. U.S. Highway 377
**Two minor accidents and 

24 traffic stops occurred on 
this day**

JUNE 22
12:18 a.m.: intoxicated 

driver on E. U.S. Highway 377
1:17 a.m.: suspicious activ-

ity on E. U.S. Highway 377
1:50 a.m.: suspicious activ-

ity on E. Pearl Street
8:50 a.m.: public intoxica-

tion on Acton Highway
2:10 p.m.: theft over $100 

and under $750 on N. Plaza 
Drive

2:13 p.m.: possession of 
drug paraphernalia on Lipan 
Highway

6:59 p.m.: possession of 
a controlled substance on 
Contrary Creek Road

10:42 p.m.: assault on 
Quiet Cove

11:13 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on W. Pearl Street

**One major accident, a 
minor accident, a warrant 
service and 12 traffic stops 
occurred on this day**

JUNE 23
1:02 a.m.: noise distur-

bance on W. Pearl Street
7:02 a.m.: burglary of a mo-

tor vehicle on Logan Circle
7:30 a.m.: burglary on 

Donna Circle
9:26 a.m.: criminal mis-

chief on Penny Court
9:40 a.m.: burglary of a 

motor vehicle on Sheila Drive
10:38 a.m.: burglary of 

a motor vehicle on Rolling 
Terrace Circle

12:14 p.m.: theft over $100 
on E. U.S. Highway 377

1:47 p.m.: theft over $100 
on W. U.S. Highway 377

3:11 p.m.: theft over 
$1,500 and under $20,000 
on Sardius Boulevard

6:25 p.m.: burglary on S. 
Morgan Street

9:40 p.m.: shots fired on N. 
Houston Street

11:34 p.m.: suspicious ac-
tivity on N.E. Loop 567

**One warrant service and 
seven traffic stops occurred 
this day**

JUNE 24
11:36 a.m.: criminal tres-

pass on W. Pearl Street
11:41 a.m.: theft over $100 

and under $750 on E. Pearl 
Street

12:36 p.m.: theft of prop-
erty over $2,500 on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

2:08 p.m.: fraud on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

2:37 p.m.: hit-and-run acci-
dent on E. U.S. Highway 377

4:08 p.m.: theft over $100 
and under $750 on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

9:09 p.m.: assault on 
Cleburne Highway

**One major accident, 
three minor accidents and 
13 traffic stops occurred on 
this day**
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Classifieds

1510

Apartments for Rent

1-bedrooom apt. Furnished, washer
and dryer. No pets. No smoking. In-
spection required. $225 weekly, plus
deposit. All utilities paid. Contact Bob
King, 817-279-3768, 682-420-7970.

1530

Duplexes for Rent

Nice secluded 2-2-2CP, Acton area,
trash and water paid.$1,300/mo, $800
deposit. 817-578-9906.

1540

Homes for Rent

Cute 1 bd/1 ba on quiet street. Wash-
er/dryer & central heat/AC. No pets, no
smoking and credit check required.
$850 mo/$600 dep. (817)781-2311

Cute 2/2/2 less than 1 yr old between
Granbury and Weatherford & a block
away from fishing dock and boat
ramp. Centeral heat/AC, no pets, no
smoking and credit check required.
$1500 mo & $1000 dep. (817)781-
2311

1550

Mobiles for Rent

Whippoorwill Bay, on two lots, 3/4
bedrooms, 2 bath, available now,
$1,100 rent, $1,100 deposit, plus pet
deposit. Must have good rental histo-
ry. 817-812-6077.

3-2-CP Acton area.Covered patio,
kitchen appliances, w/d connections,
storage bldg. (682)498-0023

2070

Pickups & SUVs

2003 Subaru Baja, black with black
leather interior, 70,000 miles, great
condition, $9,500K. (817)579-1692
leave message

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK
Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.
We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

8030

Pets

STD POODLE PUPPIES Well bred
AKC STD Poodle puppies. 7 weeks
old.
5 males and 5 females. Merle tuxe-
dos, silver tuxedos and blk tuxedos.
Solid Merle and apricots.
Super smart and well bred.
Wormed and vaccinated. Will need
rabies. $1200 (817) 757-6187
mrg76049@gmail.com

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

When veterinary care is unavail-
able or unaffordable ask for

Happy Jack® healthcare to treat
mane dandruff, fleas/ticks, & ear
canal yeast infections. National
Roper's Supply. 817-573-2750
(www.happyjackinc.com)

FRENCH BULLDOG We have
frenchies available (M&F) and
ready to be picked up. We are lo-
cated in Granbury, check out our fb
page A/N Frenchies. Pricing starts
at $1500.

(817) 243-6641
ashleynoe09@yahoo.com

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact
Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

5170

Fencing

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION
Since 1970.

Quality cedar fences.
Redwood patio pergolas.

Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

Al's Fencing. *Chain Link, *Barbed
Wire, *Pipe, *Game Fence *Cable,
*Field Fence, *Privacy, *Iron,

*Game Fence, *Cattle Pens, *Cattle
Guards, built and installed. *Car-
ports, Fence Repairs, *Tree Re-

moval, "EntranceWays,
*Construction Clean-Up.

Commercial and residential.
Cell-682-205-6860.

5200

Home Improvement

COUNTRY BOY HANDYMAN
Repairs, Painting, Roofing, Plumb-
ing, Electrical, Small concrete

projects and Fencing.
(682)387-2294.

DEVIN'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE

SUMMER SPECIAL 15% OFF
*Remodeling *Painting *Tile
*Granite *Kitchen & Bath

*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock
*Power Washing
*Sheet Rock Repair
*Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE
817-629-9608

HANDYMANOF GRANBURY
No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair

Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939

Dependable, Affordable Choice!

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC

One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting

A+ BBB Member
snodgrasspaintingandremodeling.

com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS
New construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial.

Residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
AND REMODELING

30 years experience. Free Esti-
mates. No Job Too Large or Small!

Call 817-566-4785

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

REPAIR RANGERS
Your go 2 handyman.

No job too big or too small.
(817)905-0983

FREE ESTIMATES
Paint. Power washing. Siding.

Window & door installation. Soffit.
Framing. Pergolas. Porches.

Cleanup. Junk removal. Storage
building. Trim work. Dry wall.
Fences. Concrete & rock work.

817-219-2666

Granath Construction
& Land Maintenance

Bobcat work, Land clearing, Brush Hog
mowing, Tree work, Excavating, Grav-
el driveways, Trench digging, Demo
and haul-off. Free estimates. Call Keith

817-559-0100

5210

Home Services

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT
GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 9
years with 20 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

also clean
and level lots

FATHER & SON
Trim * Removal
Senior Discount
817-296-2880

CALL FOR SPECIALS
Tree work, gutters. Flower beds,

shrubs. Brush hogging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

JOSE LAWN CARE
mowing, tree removal limbs, weed-
ing. Also, clean-up, painting con-
crete & trim carpenter. Free est.
Jose (817) 538-6297

SPECIAL LAWN SERVICES
including stone flowerbeds.

David and Lucy
(682)393-3793

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK
*Sidewalks *RetainingWalls

*Mailboxes *Fireplaces
No job too small. FREE estimates.

(817)279-3212

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

5070

Cement/Concrete

JUAREZ CONCRETE
Slabs, Driveways, Patios, Rock Work,

Walls. 817-896-9805.
Quality Work. Free Estimates.

HARVEY PATTERSON CONCRETE
Bonded-References (817) 219-7483

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

Concrete*Driveways*Patios*Sidewalk-
s*Bob cat work*Top Soil*Sod Laying
and installation CALL JOSE - 817-538-
6297

5090

Cleaning Services

CLEANING SERVICES
Detailed office and home

cleaning services.
David and Lucy (682)393-3793

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
andmore. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450

5110

Construction

CONSTRUCTION CLEAN-UP
& HAULING Lumber, Limbs, Trees

and Household trash.
Call 682-205-6860.

CHAPLIN CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
We specialize in custom homes,

commercial projects and
renovations. (682) 205-1222

trenton@chaplincs.com

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC
NO JOBS TOO SMALL!

(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.

Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785
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Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday
Saturday issue, 10am Thursday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. Miscellaneous 
items up to $100. Some restrictions 
apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $59.95. The ad will run 
until it sells or up to 2 months.

Classified Advertising Cost
Classified ads for the Wednesday & 
Saturday editions are $16 per week 
for 4 lines for less. Each 
additional line is $2.25. Your ad will 
also appear on www.hcnews.com 
during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to check their 
ad immediately after it 
appears in the paper and report at 
once any error found. Claims for 
adjustment should be made at that 
time. The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect ad only 
the first time it runs, so check your 
ads carefully.

817-573-7066

CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY
Real Estate for Sale

1010 Acreage for Sale
1020 Cemetery Lots
1030 Commercial for Sale
1040 Duplexes for Sale
1050 Homes for Sale
1060 Waterfront Homes
1070 Lots for Sale
1080 Mobiles for Sale
1090 Waterfront Mobiles
1100 Real Estate Notes
1110 Townhomes & Condos
1120 Property For Trade
1130 Want To Buy

Real Estate for Rent

1510 Apartments for Rent
1520 Commercial for Rent
1530 Duplexes for Rent
1540 Homes for Rent
1550 Mobiles for Rent
1560 Rooms for Rent
1570 Roommates Wanted
1580 Spaces & Lots
1590 Townhomes & Condos
1600 Want to Rent

Vehicles

2010 Automobiles
2020 Parts & Accessories
2030 Big Trucks & Trailers
2040 Classic Automobiles

2050 Four-Wheel Drive
2060 Motorcycles
2070 Pickups & SUVs
2080 Vans & Campers
2090 Trailers
2095 Heavy Equipment

Farm & Ranch

3010 Corrals & Fencing
3020 Farm Equipment
3030 Feed & Pasture
3040 Stock Trailers
3050 Related Items

Finance

4010 Business Opportunities
4020 Insurance
4030 Investments
4040 Mortgages & Notes

Home & Business Services

5010 Adult/Elderly Care
5020 A/C Heating Repair
5030 Appliance  Repair
5040 Automotive Services
5050 Bulldozer Services
5060 Business Services
5065 Carports
5070 Cement/Concrete
5075 Chimney Sweeping
5080 Child Care
5090 Cleaning Services
5100 Computer Services

5110 Construction
5120 Clock Repair
5130 Dock repair/Rebuild 
5140 Electrical
5150 Electronics Repair
5160 Exterminating
5170 Fencing
5180 Floor Coverings
5190 Health Care
5200 Home Improvement
5210 Home Services
5220   Landscaping/Tree Service
5230 Interior Design
5240 Masonry
5250 Mobile Home Service
5260 Moving/Hauling
5265 Plumbing
5270 Sand/Gravel/Soil
5280 Roofing
5290 Painting
5295 Pressure Washing
5300 Septic/Sewer
5310 Small Engine Repair
5320 Secretarial/Office
5330 Storage
5340 Tractor Service
5350 Welding

Sports & Recreation

6010 Boats & Water Sports
6020 Recreation
6030 Golf
6040 Guns
6050 Hunting/Fishing
6060 Pools & Spas

6070 RV’s/Travel Trailers
6080 Sporting Goods

Merchandise

6510 Antiques
6520 Appliances
6530 Arts & Crafts
6540 Building Materials
6550 Computers
6560 Electronics
6570 Firewood
6580 Furniture
6590 Health
6600 Air Conditioners
6610 Lawn Equipment
6620 Miscellaneous
6630 Musical Instruments
6635 Pocket Stuffers
6640 Portable Buildings
6650 Tools
6660 Trees
6670 Wanted

Education

7010 Tutor/Instruction
7020 Music
7030 Computer
7040 Art Instruction

Livestock & Pets

8010 Livestock
8020 Livestock Lost & Found
8030 Pets
8040 Pets Lost & Found

Employment

8510 General
8520 Construction
8530 Food Services
8540 Medical/Dental
8550 Office Employment
8560 Professional
8570 Sales
8580 Salon Personnel
8590 Employment Wanted
8600 Employment Information
8610 Carpool Information

Notices

9010 Happy Notes
9020 Free
9030 Public Notices
9040 Notices
9050 Personal Lost & Found
9070 Card of Thanks

Public Sales

9570  Auctions
9580  Flea Markets
9590  Out of Town Sales
Cresson Garage Sales 76035
Granbury Garage Sales 76048
Granbury Garage Sales 76049
Lipan  Garage Sales 76462
Tolar  Garage Sales 76476

Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Saturday issue, 10am Wednesday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. 
Miscellaneous items up to $100. 
Some restrictions apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $65.95. the ad 
will run until it sells or up to 2 
months.

Place your ad online at 
www.hcnews.com, call 
817-573-7066, or visit us at 
1501 S. Morgan St.

Classified Advertising 
Cost
Classified ads for the 
Saturday edition are $17.60 
per week for 4 lines or less. 
Your ad will also appear on 
www.hcnews.com during the 
ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to 
check their ad immediately 
after it appears in the paper 
and report at once any error 
found. Claims for adjustment 
should be made at that time. 
The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect 
ad only the first time it runs, 
so check your ads carefully

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR RENT

 VEHICLES

CLASSIFIEDS

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians, 
Mechanics, 
Carpenters,

Painters, 
and more...

w w w. h c n e w s . c o m

HOME & 
 BUSINESS
  SERVICES

stay connected — hcnews.com

5200

Home Improvement

MERCHANDISE

LIVESTOCK 
 & PETS 

Subscribe Today!
817-573-7066

Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
social media sites.
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8510

General

The Hood County News is hiring
a responsible, committed
Printing Press Operator

in its fast-growing commercial
printing department.

Experience preferred, but
not required. Should be
mechanically inclined.

Competitive pay and great work
environment.

Person with responsible work
ethic please apply in person at
1501 S. Morgan St. Mon-Thurs,
8am-5pm; Fri, 8am-1pm or email

sam@hcnews.com.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

HOUSE PARENTS needed at
North Central Texas Academy.
Both live-in and shift positions
available. Apply online at: https:
//happyhillfarm.org/residentpar
ents/

FRONT GATE ATTENDANT
needed at North Central Texas
Academy. Please pick up an ap-
plication at our front gate locat-
ed at 3846 N. Hwy. 144,
Granbury, TX 76048.

RANCH HANDS Ranch hands need-
ed to live on a ranch in Tolar/
Paluxy. We offer a salary and free
rent in a three bedroom, two bath
home.
We prefer horse experience, tractor
experience, dozer experience, gen-
eral maintenance experience,
swimming pool knowledge, yard
maintenance, house cleaning, etc.
References are required. IF YOU
ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CALL 214
-616-6822.

The Hood County News is hiring
responsible, committed part
time help in our insert room.
Job duties include labeling,

bundling and preparing papers
for shipment.

Competitive pay and
great work environment.

Please apply at
1501 S. Morgan St.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

Granbury ISD is currently looking for a
General Maintenance worker to join
our outstanding Maintenance team.
Only responsible and qualified candi-
dates need apply. Criminal back-
ground checks and fingerprinting will
be required. Competitive wages and
excellent benefits, including health in-
surance and retirement. Apply online
at https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Granbury ISD is currently looking for a
Groundskeeper to join our outstand-
ing Maintenance team. Only responsi-
ble and qualified candidates need ap-
ply. Criminal background checks and
fingerprinting will be required. Com-
petitive wages and excellent benefits,
including health insurance and retire-
ment. Apply online at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

8560

Professional

9050

Personal Lost & Found

LILY PAD FOUND: Large lily pad in
lake, in vicinity of Indian Harbor and
Canyon Creek. Owner can ID by calling
817-579-5063.

9031

Public Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC/ONLINE AUCTION
Pursuant to Chapter 59 Texas Property
Code, 1st Source Storage Center now
Granbury Self Storage, which is locat-
ed at 212 Temple Hall Highway,
Granbury, TX 76049 and 409 Western
Hills Trail, Granbury, TX 76049 will be-
gin an online auction with
storageauctions.com of contents to
satisfy the landlord’s lien. The sale will
begin online on June 22, 2024 ending
July 18, 2024 as posted.
Property will be sold to the highest

bidder for cash only! The contents
must be removed from the property
within 48 hours of the winning bid.
The seller reserves the right to reject
any bid or withdraw from the auction.
Contents from the following tenant
will be sold: Matthew Steitz, Summer
Valle, Dennis Horning Jr., Christopher
Swanson, and Amanda Swanzy.

LEGAL AD
Hood County Commissioners’ Court
has received an application to consid-
er a revision of the plat for:

OLD WD RANCH, SEC D, Lots 38R-1
through 38R-7

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the appli-
cation and to hear any protest to the
revision on Tuesday, July 23rd, 2024,
at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury Room of
the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Justice Center,
1200 West Pearl Street, Granbury,
Texas 76048.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE-of property to
satisfy landlord’s lien.

The sale will be conducted on
https://storageauctions.com/ and will
be sold to the highest bidder for cash
on July 18, 2024, at 10:00 AM. Seller
reserves the right to withdraw proper-
ty from sale. Property includes con-
tents of spaces at SHS Granbury 3726
FM 4 Granbury TX 76049 :Gen. tools,
furniture, kids items, misc. boxes and
totes Tenants include: Adam Shockey,

Eva Reed.

LEGAL AD
Granbury Independent School District
is soliciting proposals for fences and
gates under RFP# 2024-6.
The scope of work and specifications

are available online on
https://granbury.ionwave.net. Propos-
als will be accepted until closing on
July 9th, at 2pm.
All questions regarding the bid

should be asked inside the bidding
system.
If you have trouble connecting to ion-
wave please contact purchasing office
at 817-408-4087 or
Bradee.watson@granburyisd.org.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is to Creditors of the Estate of
Joan Michaeleen Toler, Deceased
Notice is herby given that Letters

Testamentary upon the Estate of Joan
Michaeleen Toler, Deceased were
granted to the undersigned on the
16th of May, 2024 by Hood County
Court at Law, Probate Court, Hood,
Texas. All persons having claims
against said estate is hereby required
to present the same to Ray Toler; with-
in the time prescribed by law.
My address is c/o J. Shelby Sharpe;

Law Office of J. Shelby Sharpe
6100 Western Place Suite 912
Fort Worth, Texas 76107
Executor of the Estate of Joan
Michaeleen Toler, Deceased.
Cause No. P10346
(817) 338-4900 utlawman@aol.com

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The City of Granbury, Texas, will hold a
Public Hearing in regard to the sub-
mission of an application to Texas
Parks & Wildlife (TPWD) for Local Parks
grant funds. The public hearing will be
held at 6 PM on July 8, 2024 at
Granbury City Hall, 116 W Bridge
Street, Granbury, Texas. The agenda
will include discussion of the citizen
participation plan; development of lo-
cal housing, community development,
and recreation needs; amount of TP-
WD funds available; explanation of eli-
gible activities in the programs; use of
past TPWD funds; citizens’ views, pro-
posals, questions, and comments; dis-
cussion of the application process.
Persons with disabilities that wish to

attend this meeting should contact
the City Hall at 817-573-1114 to ar-
range for assistance. Individuals who
require auxiliary aids or services for
this meeting should contact the City
at least two days before the meeting
so that appropriate arrangements can
be made.
If you are unable to attend, please

submit your views and comments to
Aaron McLain, amclain@granbury.org.

AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PUBLICA
La Ciudad de Granbury, Texas, llevara
a cabo una Audiencia Publica con re-
specto a la presentacion de una solici-
tud a Parques y Vida Silvestre de Texas
(TPWD) para fondos de subvencion de
Parques Locales. La audiencia publica
se llevara a cabo a la 6 PM del Julio 8,
2024 en el Ayuntamiento, 116 W.
Bridge Street, Granbury, Texas. La
agenda incluira la discusion del plan
de participacion ciudadana; desarrollo
de necesidades locales de vivienda,
desarrollo comunitario y recreacion;
cantidad de fondos TPWD disponibles;
explicacion de las actividades elegi-
bles en los programas; uso de fondos
pasados de TPWD; opiniones, prop-
uestas, preguntas y comentarios de
los ciudadanos; discusion del proceso
de solicitud.
Las personas con discapacidades que

deseen asistir a esta reunion deben
comunicarse con el Ayuntamiento al
817-573-1114 para coordinar la asis-
tencia. Las personas que requieran
ayuda o servicios auxiliares para esta
reunion deben comunicarse con la
Ciudad al menos dos dias antes de la
reunion para que se puedan hacer los
arreglos apropiados.
Si no puede asistir, envie sus opin-

iones y comentarios a Aaron McLain,
amclain@granbury.org.

To: All interested Agencies, US Fish
and Wildlife, US Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Texas Commission on Environ-

mental Quality, Groups,
and Individuals

This is to give notice that the City of
Granbury plans to submit an applica-
tion to the Texas Parks &Wildlife De-
partment for a Local Parks Program
Grant. Pursuant to Executive Order
11988 and Executive Order 11990, to
determine the potential effect that its
activity in the floodway, floodplain,
and wetlands will have on the human
environment. If funded, Grantee shall
complete trail and other recreation
improvements at Lambert Branch Park
which is approximately 6.16 acres in
size. Project improvements to include
trail installation, landscaping, lighting,
and other recreation improvements.
Per FEMA Map 48221C0185E, eff. 4/5/
2019, the improvements are located in
the floodway, 100-year floodplain, and
500-year floodplain. According to the
Fish & Wildlife Services, National Wet-
lands Inventory, improvements may
also occur within wetlands. The pro-
posed project is located on property
owned by the City of Granbury, Hood
County, Texas.
There are three primary purposes for

this notice. First, people who may be
affected by activities in floodplains
and wetlands and those who have an
interest in the protection of the natu-
ral environment should be given an
opportunity to express their concerns
and provide information about these
areas. Second, an adequate public no-
tice program can be an important
public educational tool. The dissemi-
nation of information about flood-
plains and wetlands can facilitate and
enhance Federal efforts to reduce the
risks associated with the occupancy
and modification of these special ar-
eas. Third, as a matter of fairness,
when the Federal government deter-
mines it will participate in actions tak-
ing place in floodplains and wetlands,
it must inform those who may be put
at greater or continued risk.
Commenters are encouraged to at-

tend the City of Granbury’s public
hearing on July 8, 2024 at 6 PM at
Granbury City Hall, 116 W Bridge
street, Granbury, Texas. If you are un-
able to attend, please submit your
views and comments to Aaron McLain,
amclain@granbury.org.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING CITY OF
CRESSON REQUEST FOR ZONING VARI-

ANCE
Notice is hereby given that the City of
Cresson has received a request from
William Colby Kreutzer of Kreutzer In-
vestments LLC for a variance of Chap-
ter 30, Article Vll, Section 30-291 of the
Cresson Zoning Ordinance regarding
required parking spaces for "other of-
fice or professional business".
The City of Cresson will conduct a

public hearing regarding the request-
ed variance on Tuesday, July 9, 2024,
at 7:00 pm at Cresson City Hall Council
Chambers located at 8901 Hwy 377,
Cresson, Texas 76035. All interested
parties are invited to attend. Cresson
City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Re-
quests for accommodations or other
services must be made 48 hours in ad-
vance.
You may contact the City of Cresson

at 817-396-4729 for further informa-
tion.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
RALPH WENDELL GEE were issued on
May 29, 2024, in Cause No. P10366,
pending in the County Court of Hood
County, Texas, to: ROGER EDGAR GEE.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Steven G. Kuban
Attorney at Law
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 18th day of June, 2024.
Steven G. Kuban
Attorney for Roger Edgar Gee
State Bar No.: 24078807
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 573-8872
Facsimile: (817) 579-1651
E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
ALMA JOYCE VARDEMAN, Deceased,
were issued on May 16, 2024, in Cause
No. P10339, pending in the County
Court of Hood County, Texas, to:
STEVEN MICHAEL VARDEMAN.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Steven G. Kuban
Attorney at Law
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 19th day of June, 2024.
Attorney for Steven Michael Varde-
man
State Bar No.: 24078807
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 573-8872
Facsimile: (817) 579-1651
E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that on June
25, 2024, Letters Testamentary were
issued to LINDA MAE PLASTER by the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
in the case styled In the Estate of Ray-
mond Plaster, Jr., Deceased, under
Cause No. P10419 pending on the pro-
bate docket of the Court.
All persons having claims against

this Estate are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
Dated: June 25, 2024
Linda Mae Plaster
Executor of the Estate of Raymond
Plaster, Jr.
c/o Christian & Christian PLLC
1405 W. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
/S/ MarJoe D. Barnhart
State Bar No. 24045498
Email:
marjoe@christianandchristianlaw.com
1405 W. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
(682) 936-4003
Attorney for Linda Mae Plaster

Advertisement to Bid
City of Granbury

The City of Granbury is accepting
sealed competitive unit bids for the
following:
Purchase 1500 KVA Transformer RFP
No. 23-24-08 until July 18, 2024 at
2:00pm CST, at which time they will be
opened publicly at 401 N Park St.
Granbury, TX 76048. Bids should be
mailed, or hand delivered in a sealed
envelope addressed to:
City of Granbury Municipal Service
Center
Attn: Purchasing Department
"City of Granbury 1500 KVA Trans-
former RFP No. 23-24-08"
401 N. Park Street
Granbury, TX 76048
Bid packet and documents will be
available on the City of Granbury web-
site https://www.granbury.org/72/Pur
chasing starting July 1, 2024 at 2pm.
Specific information regarding this bid
shall be requested from Purchasing
Manager at 817-573-7030 or
crussell@granbury.org. Any Bids re-
ceived after the closing date and hour
will not be accepted and will not be
returned. The City reserves the right to
reject any and/or bids and to waive
any formality in connection therewith.

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
Rummage Room Open Tues & Thurs,
8am-2pm, First Sat. of the month 9am
-1pm 306 Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

4-family sale. See image for details at
"Classifieds" at hcnews.com. Furniture,
household items, clothing, children’s
books. Fri-Sat, June 28-29. 2006 Ports
O Call Ct.

Multi-family garage sale: Fri, June 28,
8am-4pm and Sat, June 29, 8am-? 810
W Bridge St, Granbury.

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 2211 Tree
Top Ct- Baseball collectibles, artwork,
bedding, household items, clothes,
and much more!
We’re located in the back of the Bent-
water neighborhood. Saturday June
29

MOVING SALE: GRANBURY
508 Longhorn Trail

Moving/estate sale inside
Lots of antiques, furniture, kitchen
gadgets, clothes. Saturday, June 29

 EMPLOYMENT

North Central Texas Academy is seeking:

High school History teacher
Upper Elementary teacher
All applicants must be state certified teachers.

Apply at:

https://www.northcentraltexasacademy.org/about-hhfa/employment/teacher-application/

For questions please contact Amanda Schwausch at a.schwausch@nctapioneers.org

CLASSIFIEDSFind what you're
looking for in the 

817-573-7066     hcnews.com
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Public Notices

TexSCAN Week of 
June 23-29, 2024

ACREAGE

Affordable Owner Financed Land. We have some 
of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South Texas, West 
Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

EVENTS

Bluegrass on Ballard –Wylie, TX, Sat. June 29. Arts 
& Crafts, Car Show, Music, Food & Fun in Historic 
Downtown Wylie on Ballard Ave. For more info or to 
pre-register for car show, visit DiscoverWylie.com.

ICA’s 50th Annual Convention & Trade Show, July 
1-3, San Marcos, TX. Cattle producers don’t want to 
miss this! Top industry speakers, BQA certification, 
4-5 CEU credits for pesticide applicator license, live 
cattle handling, 50+ vendors, golf tournament, and 
more. 512-620-0162, ICATexas.com.

ENERGY

Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

LIVESTOCK AND PETS

When veterinary care is unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal healthcare products for 
cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor Supply®. Distributed 
by Nelson Wholesale® (325) 643-3636.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Get your dream bathroom from $99 a month. Limited 
Time Offer. Statewide Remodeling, the trusted name 
in home remodeling for over 30 years. Call Now! 
469-942-0722. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!  

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Subscribe 
Online

www.hcnews.com/
subscribe

817-573-7066

Local. Honest. Community.
The paper you 
love brought to 
life in print, on 
your desktop, 
tablet, and smart 
phone. 
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hcnews.com/subscription

The HCN 
Classifieds...

Measuring up to
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one ad a time.
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The turning lanes — 
which will be located at 
the new entrance to the 
Granbury Regional Airport 
terminal building — were 
initially recommended by 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) for 
safety reasons. 

“When TxDOT did the 
review, they did say that 
for safety purposes that 
these are needed and if 
you’ve driven out there, 
you’ll agree going both di-
rections that the speed of 
traffic is going to be very 
helpful in making safe turn 
maneuvers off of 377 on to 
Archer Court,” Deputy City 
Manager Michael Ross said 
during the meeting. 

The construction of 
Archer Court is complete, 
and there is about $16,000 
remaining in that project 
budget available for use on 
the turn lanes. There is also 
a 10% contingency on the 
$2,754,684 Archer Court 
project, which equates to a 
total of $291,754 available 

for use.
“There was a 10% contin-

gency that you approved on 
Dec. 6 of 2022, which gives 
us plenty of funding to rec-
ommend an expenditure for 
the construction of those 
turn lanes in an amount 
not to exceed $125,000, so 
we’ll combine that with that 
$16,000 to get us the total 
number needed to construct 
those turning lanes,” Ross 
said.

“Michael, great idea,” 
Mayor Pro Tem Steven Vale 
said. “I mean, I think that’s 
certainly needed there. I’ve 
been in and out at Archer 
Court a couple of times, and 
getting in there, you have 
to look in your rearview 
mirror pretty hard to make 
sure nobody’s crawling up 
behind you. ... It’s a good 
project for safety.” 

Place 3 Councilman Bruce 
Wadley asked Ross if the 
turning lane construction 
would interfere with the 
U.S. Highway 377 expansion 
project. Ross said while he 

is not heavily involved with 
that project, he doesn’t be-
lieve the expansion will af-
fect Archer Court. 

“If it changes, then they 
will have to address that 
change,” City Manager Chris 
Coffman said. “They’re tell-
ing us to do this now, and 

they’ve reviewed the plans, 
approved them and said, 
‘This is what you need to 
do.’” 

Ross added he is still wait-
ing for an answer from Jay 
Mills Contracting as he has 
encouraged the company to 
get construction completed 

before the airport’s ribbon 
cutting July 22. 

“We’ve been working on 
this for quite a while and 
I’m glad to get it finally to 
this point,” Coffman added.

Vale made a motion to 
approve an expenditure 
for construction of the 

right turn and left turn 
lanes on U.S. 377 at Archer 
Court at the entrance to the 
Granbury Regional Airport 
for an amount not to exceed 
$125,000. Following a sec-
ond by Place 4 Councilman 
Skip Overdier, the motion 
passed unanimously.

WeSellGranbury.com      
817-219-0456817-219-0456
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City unanimously approves construction 
of Archer Court turning lanes

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Deputy City Manager Michael Ross speaks to the Granbury City Council regarding the construction of both a right and left turn lane on 
Archer Court at the Granbury Regional Airport during a regularly scheduled meeting June 18.  

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

T
he Granbury City Council unani-
mously approved an expenditure for 
the construction of both a right turn 
and left turn lane on U.S. Highway 

377 at Archer Court during a regularly sched-
uled meeting June 18. 

OUR MISSION: The Hood County News shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that 
educates, enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.
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At Dinosar Valley State Park located in Glen Rose, you can walk in the dinosaur tracks left in the bed of the Paluxy River.

Texas State Parks Pass price to increase Sept. 1

“We hope people take 
advantage of the next few 
months by getting their 
annual Texas State Parks 
Pass before the price in-
creases this fall,” said Jill 
Kreindler, Texas State 

Parks Marketing and Brand 
Manager.  “Summer is the 
perfect time to explore new 
parks and possibly have 
new experiences with family 
and friends. If you’ve always 
thought about investing in a 

park pass, this is the perfect 
time to do it!”

There are special events 
at parks that happen only 
during the summer, added 
Kreindler.

“Some parks really 
pull out all of the stops 
and make an ideal space 
for summer fun,” said 
Kreindler. “Garner State 
Park hosts a dance every 
night through the sum-
mer from 8:30- 11 p.m. 
until mid- August. At Palo 
Duro Canyon State Park, 
the TEXAS Outdoor Musical 
runs Tuesdays through 
Sundays at the Pioneer 

Amphitheater at the park. 
The show tells the stories, 
struggles and triumphs of 
early settlers through song, 
dance, fireworks and lots of 
Texas humor!”

Texas State Parks ben-
efits extend beyond the 
front gate, with a half-price 
discount for the second 
night of camping when 
visitors stay two or more 
consecutive nights in the 
same campsite or screened 
shelter. Passholders also get 
10 percent off most retail 
and rental items and park 
stores, special discounts for 
activities and events and 

a subscription to the State 
Parks Getaways e-newsletter 
with seasonal activity ideas 
and highlights. Additionally, 
the shipping and handling 
fee previously in place for 
online and phone pass or-
ders will no longer apply.

Current Texas State Parks 
Pass holders who have a 
pass expiring after Sept. 1 
can renew early (up to 150 
days prior to expiration) 
to get another 12 months 
of pass benefits at the $70 
price.

The Youth Group Annual 
Pass (YGA), which allows 
free entry to state parks 

for nonprofit youth group 
members and a number of 
adult sponsors, will rise 
from $100 to $150. YGA 
applications received in 
August but paid on Sept. 1 
or after will pay the new fee 
price. Email Youth Group 
Annual Pass with questions 
about application status.

Texas State Parks Passes 
can be purchased on our 
reservation website, in per-
son at most state parks, 
or by phone at (512) 389-
8900. For more information, 
visit our Frequently Asked 
Questions page.

By The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

A
USTIN— The Texas State Parks Pass, 
which gives passholders and their 
guests unlimited free day-use access to 
all 88 Texas State Parks, is increasing 

its annual price from $70 to $95 on Sept. 1. This is 
only the second time the price has increased since 
the program was instituted in 2004.

SAME PAPER AT YOUR FINGERTIPS HCNEWS.COM
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GISD board divided: Vote fails on Title IX resolution

Vollmer going into Swimming HOF

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Granbury High School Robotics team held its junior high summer robotics camp June 24-28 at the Granbury High School CTE building. 

GHS Robotics Camp PLEASE SEE ROBOTICS | B7

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the  
Hood County News

Thanks to Dana Vollmer, 
legendary sportscaster 
Bob Costas said the words 
“Granbury, Texas” in a 
worldwide showing of the 
2004 Olympics in Athens, 
Greece.

The world was introduced 
to a 16-year-old swimming 
phenom who would go on to 
win seven medals — includ-
ing five gold — over three 
Olympics. 

Vollmer won gold as part 
of the U.S. Swim Team’s 
world-record-setting 
800-meter relay (7:53.42) in 
2004. Then, she captured 
gold in three events in 2012, 
setting an individual world 
record in the 100 butterfly 
(55.98 seconds), along with 
again winning gold on the 
800 relay and on the 400 re-
lay, which set a world record 
of 3:52.05.

Now, Vollmer is among 
a dozen honorees to be in-
ducted into the International 
Swimming Hall of Fame 
Saturday, Oct. 5 in Fort 

Lauderdale, Florida.
“Dana put the town of 

Granbury on the map for 
swimming when she went to 
the Olympics. Every time she 
swam, they announced Dana 
Vollmer from Granbury, 
Texas,” said Granbury SEALS 
coach Janet Steenberge. 
“With this kind of expo-
sure more people became 
interested in swimming in 
Granbury and it gave many 
youths in our community 
dreams and hope.”

STEENBERGE KNEW  
WHAT WAS COMING

Steenberge was there in the 
beginning when it became 
clear Vollmer was more than 
just another good swimmer. 
Vollmer was a member of the 
SEALS at a very young age, 
but Steenberge said it was 
obvious she was headed for 
greater things.

“One of my fun memo-
ries of Dana swimming was 
at the old cement city pool 
(now the Dana Vollmer 
Municipal Swim Center). I 
had just come back from a 
coaching clinic that featured 
Eddie Reese (former swim-

ming coach at the University 
of Texas in Austin). He kept 
talking about the dolphin 
kick being the fifth stroke 
and how we as coaches need-
ed to be teaching the dolphin 
kick,” Steenberge recalled.

“Well, I have Dana who 
is about 7 and some other 
swimmers (including Dana’s 
brother Nick Vollmer and 
Steenberge’s own children 
Georgia, Brier and Xela, all 
of whom went on to com-
pete in college) swimming in 
the lane by the wall and they 
are dolphin kicking on their 
sides and looking good.

“The Hood County News 
had sent a reporter to do a 
story (former sports edi-
tor Norm Peterson) and he 
asked why I had given little 
children such a difficult 
kick. My response was ‘You 
never know who will be an 
Olympian.’ Well, Dana mas-
tered that kick and added 
arms to become a world re-
cord holder in butterfly.”

Unlike today, with the 
team swimming at the mod-
ern YMCA, when Vollmer 
swam with the SEALS they 
used the old Granbury 

city pool. It was not really 
equipped for competition, 
though Steenberge and her 
team made it work for many 
years — and with great 
success.

NEXT STEP
But for Vollmer to move on 

to the greatness Steenberge 
saw in her, another step had 
to be taken.

“Really, because of the 
pool situation and other fac-
tors, Cathy (Dana’s mom) 
and myself, along with sev-
eral other parents decided 
to take our children to Fort 
Worth to do a swim tryout 
for a USA swim team FAST 
(Fort Worth Area Swim 
Team),” Steenberge said. 
“The coach doing the tryout 
for the team was the head 
coach, Ron Forrest. Ron him-
self was a very good swim-
mer and held several school 
records at TCU. 

“It was under Coach Ron’s 
guidance that Dana’s — who 
was 11 or 12 at the time — 
full potential really came 
to light, although she had 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANET STEENBERGE

A young Dana Vollmer when she competed for the Granbury SEALS 
swim team. Now, after a career that includes seven Olympic medals 
— including five gold — she will enter the International Swimming 
Hall of Fame in October.PLEASE SEE VOLLMER | B4

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Granbury Independent 
School District board of 
trustees deliberated over a 
resolution regarding Title IX 
guidelines during a regularly 
scheduled meeting June 24.

Although the resolution did 
not pass, board members par-
ticipated in a spirited debate 
over whether the agenda item 
was even necessary following 
Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton’s most recent advisory 
published June 18.

TITLE IX 
Title IX is a civil rights law 

enacted in 1972 that prohib-
its sex-based discrimination at 

federally funded colleges and 
K-12 schools.

But recent changes to Title 
IX regulations were announced 
by the Biden administration 
that would have redefined sex 
discrimination and sex-based 
harassment to prevent miscon-
duct based on sex stereotypes, 
pregnancy, gender identity and 
sexual orientation, according to 
the Texas Tribune.

In opposition, Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott sent a letter to 
President Biden April 29, stat-
ing that the president has 
exceeded his constitutional 
authority in rewriting certain 
aspects of Title IX.

Abbott’s order came the same 
day Paxton announced he had 
sued the Biden administration 
to block the Title IX changes. 

Paxton stated: “This attempt 
to subvert federal law is plainly 
illegal, undemocratic and di-
vorced from reality. Texas will 
always take the lead to oppose 
Biden’s extremist, destruc-
tive policies that put women at 
risk.”

Additionally, Paxton released 
an advisory June 18 stating 
he had successfully stopped 
the implementation of rules 
by the Biden Administration’s 
Department of Education 
that would have forced Texas 
schools to adopt radical 
“transgender” policies in viola-
tion of state and federal law. 
According to Paxton’s news 
release, the federal court found 

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Granbury ISD board of trustees discuss the proposed Title IX resolution during a 
regularly scheduled meeting June 24.

PLEASE SEE TITLE IX | B3
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Three Granbury ISD campuses 
receive Capturing Kids’ Hearts award 

Tolar fourth in  
Lone Star Cup standings

GISD board clashes over proposed HCAD audit
BY ASHLEY TERRY

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Three Granbury 
Independent School District 
campuses received a signifi-
cant honor during the regu-
larly scheduled school board 
meeting June 24.

Acton Middle School, 
Granbury Middle School 
and STARS Accelerated 
High School each received 
the Capturing Kids’ Hearts 
Rising Star Award — the 
highest honor a first-year 
implementer of the program 
can receive.

Capturing Kids’ Hearts is 
a program that equips pro-
fessionals in K-12 education 
to implement transforma-
tional processes focused on 
social-emotional well-being, 
relationship-driven campus 
culture and student connect-
edness, according to the pro-
gram website.

“The Rising Star recog-
nition is what we give to 
schools who are imple-
menting (the program) with 
fidelity and consistency,” 

Nikki Shipley, CKH second-
ary strategist said during 
the meeting. “The support 
and love that I’ve seen these 
principals and these teach-
ers give to the students of 
this community has been 
very impressive. It’s hard 
implementing a new system 
and process in the first year, 
(but) they’ve done it really 
well with a lot of fidelity and 
heart, so that’s why they 
were awarded these awards, 
and I’m honored to give 
them tonight.” 

The Capturing Kids’ Hearts 
program was previously im-
plemented in GISD’s second-
ary campuses in April 2023, 
with Stacie Brown, director 
of curriculum and instruc-
tion, advocating for CKH in 
the hope it would strengthen 
relationships between teach-
ers and students.

In reading the memo af-
filiated with the program 
last year, Brown added that 
Capturing Kids’ Hearts 
“trains teachers, staff and 
administrators overarch-
ing skills to use in helping 
to develop self-management 

with our students, high per-
formance classrooms, using 
team building skills and so-
cial contracts, techniques for 
dealing with conflict, nega-
tive behavior and issues with 
disrespect.”

As CKH already proved 
successful in Granbury 
Middle School, Acton 
Middle School, Granbury 
High School and STARS 
Accelerated High School’s 
Behavior Transition Center, 
the professional develop-
ment program was imple-
mented district-wide in 
March. 

“We did some preliminary 
data research ... based upon 
the out-of-school suspen-
sion, in-school suspension, 
partial days, half days, full 
days, etc. there has been be-
tween 25% to 50% decrease 
in our discipline referrals 
at our secondary campuses 
since this was implement-
ed,” Brown said, during 
the March 25 school board 
meeting. “I also got some 
feedback from our princi-
pals. Our principals wanted 
to highlight the interactions 

specifically with the class-
room teachers. The use of 
affirmations and specific 
activities and skills that are 
done helped to build an at-
mosphere of extended trust 
with and between students. 

So, this goes beyond just 
having our teachers being 
part of relationships with 
our students — this is the 
process of developing rela-
tionships between our stu-
dents as well.”

For more information 
about Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts, visit capturingkids-
hearts.org online. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF RYAN COX/GRANBURY ISD

Acton Middle School, Granbury Middle School and STARS Accelerated High School received the 
Capturing Kids’ Hearts Rising Star Award during a regularly scheduled Granbury ISD board of trustees 
meeting June 24. 

Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Amid parliamentary con-
fusion and points of order, 
the Granbury Independent 
School District board of trust-
ees found itself in a spirited 
debate over a proposal for a 
forensic audit during a regu-
larly scheduled meeting June 
24. 

Place 3 Trustee Melanie 
Graft and Place 7 Trustee 
Karen Lowery initially submit-
ted a resolution to the board 
calling on the Hood Central 
Appraisal District to conduct 
a forensic audit.

The topic first came up dur-
ing a Granbury City Council 
meeting May 21 when Mayor 
Jim Jarratt expressed con-
cerns that excess funds from 
the HCAD were not being 
returned to the appropriate 
taxing entities. 

“I have no reason to believe 
that there’s anyone that has 
taken a financial gain,” Jarratt 
explained, during the council 
meeting. “I have no reason to 
believe that at all. I do believe 
though, that there are pro-
cesses and procedures that 
have probably been inherited, 
at least two and maybe more 
… that raise concern.”

Jarratt said the reason the 
HCAD was holding the excess 
funds was due to a desire to 
construct a building — spe-
cifically, a home office for the 
appraisal district.

“When you start spend-
ing money, it’s the approval 
of the entities, and there’s a 
resolution process that you 
go through to request that of 
the entities — and it never oc-
curred,” he previously said.

According to Jarratt, a con-
tract was written between 
HCAD and Cauble Hoskins 
Architects that involved a 
$333,000 purchase for the 
home office, however even 
after the deal fell through, 
$132,000 in taxpayer funds 
was never returned to the 
entities.

“I have documentation 
from the appraisal district, 
and it shows a selling point 
made to the appraisal dis-
trict by Government Capital 
Corporation, and it was not 
made to the appraisal district; 
it was made to the HCAD 
Home Office Corporation, 
which if you go back and look 
at the minutes, there’s a reso-
lution that has been made 
by the HCAD to form a home 
office corporation, naming 
the directors of the HCAD as 
directors of the home office 
corporation, but not responsi-
ble to the HCAD,” Jarratt said. 
“The information documents, 
the bylaws, they all seem to 
contradict the tax code.”

The Hood County 
Commissioners unanimously 
approved a resolution May 
28, also calling on the HCAD 
to undergo a forensic audit of 

the prior five fiscal years. 
During the commission-

ers meeting, Precinct 2 
Commissioner Nannette 
Samuelson explained that 
last summer, there were a 
lot of questions surrounding 
the appraisal district and the 
funds that were being held in 
non-compliance with Texas 
Tax Code 6.0 — which ulti-
mately resulted in a refund 
back to the taxing entities of 
more than $2 million.

“It has since been discov-
ered that the prior board of 
the appraisal district also 
misappropriated an addi-
tional $387,000,” Samuelson 
said May 28. “This additional 
expense occurred as the re-
sult of the Central Appraisal 
District forming the Hood 
Central Appraisal District 
Home Office Corporation, 
appointing themselves 
as directors and seek-
ing to borrow $6.2 million 
from Government Capital 
Corporation to build a new 
building. The $387,000 was 
then spent on architectural 
design and construction fees, 
including fees to appraise 
and survey the GISD-owned 
property that was being 
pursued as a swap for the 
existing HCAD office build-
ing. The HCAD Home Office 
Corporation formation docu-
ments and the bylaws are in 
direct conflict and contradict 
the requirements of the Texas 
Tax code 6.0.”

According to Lowery and 
Graft’s resolution, it was 
also the concern of GISD that 
there may be additional funds 
that were inappropriately al-
located. They requested the 
district also be assured prior 
inappropriate budget ac-
tions and practices have been 
corrected. 

As soon as discussion be-
gan, however, Secretary Billy 
Wimberly issued a point of or-
der, stating the Agenda Item 
Request Form was inappro-
priately filled out. Wimberly 
said the resolution does not 
apply to the business of-
fice and facilities of GISD, 
nor does it fit any strategic 
planning goals relating to 
the business and operations 
check made on the form. The 
form also indicated there 
would be no financial impact 
to GISD with this resolution.

“I move to suspend indefi-
nitely this request for resolu-
tion presented,” Wimberly 
said. 

“When I submitted this, you 
didn’t come back and tell me 
there was anything wrong 
with it,” Lowery said. “You 
went ahead and agreed to put 
it on the agenda.” 

Place 2 Trustee Nancy 
Alana seconded Wimberly’s 
motion. 

“You’ve made your point. I 
understand what you’re say-
ing,” Board President Barbara 
Townsend said, addressing 
Lowery. “The only prob-

lem I have with it is it really 
does have financial impact, 
because where their bud-
get comes from, 52% of their 
budget comes from us. So, if 
they do a forensic audit, we 
are paying 62%, so we have to 
look at ‘Do we have the mon-
ey in our budget for them to 
do a forensic audit?’ And we 
don’t even know how much 
it’s going to cost, so I really 
worry about that.” 

Wimberly also pointed out 
that HCAD gets audited every 
year and that they have had 
successful, clean audits every 
time. He said he considers the 
audit a “waste of money.” 

“I think a better question is 
how much taxpayer’s money 
has GISD already spent on the 
cost of an unapproved HCAD 
building, and how much more 
we’re going to allow this to 
go on,” Lowery said. “This is 
not an audit. This is a foren-
sic audit, and there’s a big 
difference.” 

Place 3 Trustee Melanie 
Graft added that the city 
of Tolar, Granbury City 
Council and the Hood County 
Commissioners Court have 
already approved a resolution 
to request the HCAD to un-
dergo a forensic audit.

“I think it’s a way to be 
transparent to the taxpayers,” 
she said. “It is their money, 
so if we choose not to do it, 
I don’t think that plays well 
with the voters at all.” 

“But none of those oth-
ers are having to pay the 
bulk of it that we are; that’s 
the thing,” Townsend said. 
“I mean, Tolar is what? 2%? 
Maybe 5%? And we’re 62%. We 
have no idea what the price is. 
I propose that those entities 
that want to do the forensic 
audit should go ahead and 
definitely have it done, and 
they split the cost of it.” 

Lowery then suggested 
for the board to suspend the 
rules for public speaking and 
allow Mayor Jarratt to ex-
plain the situation. Wimberly 
pointed out the board had 
already made a point of order 
and that a motion was on the 
table. 

Alana said she doesn’t 
understand how the school 
district has the authority to 
request a forensic audit from 
the HCAD. She seconded 
Wimberly’s comment that 
there haven’t been any “red 
flags” brought up in any of 
the HCAD’s previous regular 
audits. 

“I also know that this is 
more of a political issue than 
it is anything else,” she said. 
“We have a group of politi-
cians that enjoy sowing the 
seeds of mistrust in the com-
munity, and this is another 
political strategy to get the 
taxpayers to not trust those 
that have been appointed to 
take care of their finances. ... 
It is my opinion that this is 
pure politics, and I will not 
vote for a forensic audit.” 

Lowery gave an overview 
about the situation, stating 
that without the taxing enti-
ties’ approval May 18, 2023, 
the HCAD passed a resolution 
to purchase GISD property 
for $565,000 and to borrow 
$6,250,980 to build a new 
HCAD building. She explained 
that all emails and correspon-
dence regarding the HCAD’s 
home office were laid out in a 
red book. 

“This expense to the tax-
payers was not approved by 
the taxing entities as re-
quired,” she said. “I think 
there’s enough things here 
and in this red book, if you 
look through it, that says that 
there needs to be a forensic 
audit for the taxpayers.”

“I don’t question any of 
what you just said, but I do 
not believe that a forensic au-
dit is called for when they do 
a regular audit every year and 
there have been no indica-
tions of anything,” Alana said.

“Regular audits are only 
balance sheets,” Lowery ex-
plained. “To do a forensic 
audit, they’re going to look 
at each line, each thing, and 
see where there might be a 
problem.”

“I will not vote for a foren-
sic audit,” Alana repeated.

Wimberly then called a 
question, which is a motion 
to end discussion on an item 
and to immediately bring a 
pending question to a vote. 

However, the call to ques-
tion left many members con-
fused about what they were 
voting on.

Townsend first asked mem-
bers to vote on the resolu-
tion for the HCAD forensic 
audit but was corrected by 
Wimberly that the vote was 
on whether or not to call the 
question.

“We’re voting on whether or 
not to actually vote on this,” 
Townsend said. The board 
voted unanimously in favor 
of its understanding of the 
motion.

“Now we’re going to vote 
on whether or not we want 
the resolution to conduct the 
audit, correct?” Townsend 
asked.

“The motion was the move 
to suspend indefinitely the 
request for the resolution as 
presented,” Wimberly said.

“We have to revote that be-
cause that is not what people 
thought they were voting on,” 
Townsend said. 

Following more delibera-
tion, the board voted 4:2 to 
end discussion on the topic, 
with Lowery and Graft voting 
against the motion.

The second motion was for 
the board to suspend indefi-
nitely the request for the res-
olution as presented. The mo-
tion passed 4:2, with Lowery 
and Graft voting, “No.” Vice 
President Courtney Gore was 
absent from the meeting.

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County News

The prestigious Lone Star Cup, awarded annually by the 
University Interscholastic League, is one of the most sought 
after prizes among schools at all levels across the state. It re-
wards them for across-the-board success, from academics to 
athletics and everything in between.

Tolar placed fourth among Class 2A, which featured one of 
the closest races with the top four teams separated by just 13 
points. Tolar scored 56, only three points behind third-place 
Shelbyville with 59 and runner-up Crawford with 60. Shiner 
took the top spot with 69 points. 

Schools were awarded points for their depth of success 
in cross country, marching band, military marching band, 
volleyball, robotics BEST, football, congress, spirit, film, bas-
ketball, robotics FIRST, academics, one-act Play, theatrical de-
sign, track and field, golf, tennis, softball and baseball.

“This school year has been highlighted by success in many 
areas. Within the Lone Star Cup competition, the dedication 
and efforts of our students, coaches and sponsors paid off 
with at least one playoff win for every team sport,” noted 
Tolar Superintendent Travis Stillwell. “Multiple teams set 
new school marks for playoff victories.”

Highlighting Tolar’s success in the 2023-24 school year was 
the Rattlers’ state championship game appearance in Class 
2A Division I, along with a state tournament appearance by 
the Lady Rattlers golf team, the first since 2004. Individually, 
pole vaulter Brylen Feist advanced to state.

“It means a great deal to the school and community to fin-
ish where we did this year. We have great support from our 
school board, booster club and school administration that 
cares deeply to provide what is needed for all programs to 
be successful,” Tolar Athletic Director Blake Mouser said. 
“To finish in the top five, it takes multiple deep playoff runs 
across different activities and sports.

“We look forward to growing all of our UIL programs and 
providing more students opportunities to compete and 
showcase their abilities.”

In addition to the state appearances, the Lady Rattlers vol-
leyball team reached the regional final for the first time, soft-
ball advanced to the program’s first regional semifinal, boys 
basketball and baseball each reached the third round of the 
playoffs and girls basketball made it to the second round.

“It was a tremendous honor to watch our students compete 
with pride and tremendous effort,” Stillwell said. “Our stu-
dents, faculty, and staff always strive for excellence. And, as 
a district, we could not be more proud of them.”

Tolar is moving into Class 3A for the 2024-25 and 2025-26 
school years.

LIPAN
Despite not having a football team or varsity volleyball 

team, Lipan tied for 20th in Class 2A with 38 points. The 
school year was highlighted by a state championship — the 
second straight for the Indians basketball team.

Also, three individuals advanced to state. Siblings Hanna 
and Court Gaylor qualified in girls and boys golf, respective-
ly, while Annslee Tarpley competed in cross country.

The Lady Indians basketball team reached the regional fi-
nal and softball tied for the best season in school history by 
advancing to the third round of the playoffs. Baseball also 
made a bidistrict appearance.

OTHER CUP WINNERS
Class 6A: Southlake Carroll, 111; Katy Seven Lakes, 93.
5A: Lucas Lovejoy, 109; Aledo, 91.
4A:  Canyon Randall, 117; Canyon 94.
3A: Holliday, 88; Corpus Christi London, 81; Brock, 77.
1A: Gail Borden County, 69; Jayton, 66.
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Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!
	 	 	 			●		NO	second	visit
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	get	numbed	multiple	times
	 	 	 			●		NO	goopy	impressions	(it’s	all	done	digitally)
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	wear	temporary	crowns	for	weeks	and	weeks

CONTACT	US	TODAY	TO	LEARN	ABOUT	OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr.	Alexander	Smith	|	Dr.	Katrina	Fisher

310	W.	Bluff	St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians, 
Mechanics, 
Carpenters,

Painters, 
and more...
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HOOD OUTDOORS

It’s thermocline time!

As the water approaches 
the upper 80s, stratification 
of the water column occurs 
on most of our area reser-
voirs. This stratification cre-
ates a layer of water where 
most of the fish will congre-
gate to survive. Many of our 
area waters are starting or 
have been stratifying and 
therefore it is a good time 
to discuss this phenomenon 
once again. 

The thermocline is a layer 
of water somewhere within 
the water column where the 
warmer upper waters are 
prevented from mixing with 
those at a deeper depth. This 
barrier prevents the inter-
change of nutrients between 
the two areas which creates 
essentially two separate en-
vironments in the watershed.

In a water column that is 
stratified, the thermocline is 
an area between the warm-
er water up to the surface 
called the epilimnion and the 
cooler water below called the 

hypolimnion. The epilimnion 
is the upper layer that stays 
relatively mixed and the tem-
perature is relatively con-
stant throughout its region. 
The thermocline is generally 
a relatively shallow region 
between the epilimnion and 
the hypolimnion where the 
temperature change is rela-
tively large. The hypolimnion 
is the lower layer of water 
whose temperature is rela-
tively constant. Life is scarce 
in this hypolimnion region, 
as sufficient food and oxy-
gen may be in short supply. 
The thermocline is impor-
tant to angling because it 
represents the deepest, cool-
est, oxygenated water for the 
fish to survive in. It is where 
most species migrate to and 
stay during hot water condi-
tions except for transient 
feeding activities. 

Different lakes will have 
different levels where the 
thermocline exists. Different 
areas on the same lake 

may have different levels 
where the thermocline ex-
ists. Generally, most sonar 
graphs will show the ther-
mocline. You may have to 
increase the intensity to see 
it, but it will show it as a dark 
area resembling constant de-
bris or clutter. Consult your 
instruction manual as it typi-
cally has pictures of what a 
thermocline should look like 
on your graph. Many of us 
striped bass anglers using 
live bait will find the thermo-
cline real quick when we real-
ize our live bait dies quickly 
at a certain depth. The ther-
mocline on Granbury usu-
ally develops around 20 feet 
down. Lake Proctor develops 
the shallowest thermocline I 
have ever seen. At times on 
Lake Proctor only the top 10 
feet of water can hold fish. 
Deeper, cooler lakes usu-
ally develop thermoclines at 
deeper depths. 

This thermocline can 
change with the influx of 
fresh water or heavy wind, 
which can mix up the water. 
As long as the water stays 
warm and continues to heat, 
this thermocline will most 
likely be present. Some shal-
lower lakes or ponds appar-
ently may never develop a 

thermocline.
Use your electronics to 

locate fish. The thermocline 
will congregate fish at one 
level making it generally 
easier to find them. Now get-
ting them to bite is another 
story. Try several different 
patterns and different sized 
baits. Stressed out fish may 
be more apt to hit a smaller 
bait. If you troll, set your 
depth right at the thermo-
cline. You may be able to 
find active fish by running 
your baits all along the ther-
mocline level until you can 
find an active fish. Don’t be 
afraid to chum the water 
with diced shad as this may 
bring on the bite where noth-
ing else will. 

Concentrate your efforts 

around this thermocline in 
the summer, and your chanc-
es for catching fish will most 
likely improve. 

HOOD COUNTY  
FISHING REPORT

Lake Granbury is currently 
full and water temperatures 
are in the upper 80s and 
even hotter in the backs of 
sloughs. Thermoclines are 
present on many areas of 
the lake. Most fishing is bet-
ter early and late. Sand bass 
fishing continues to be good 
near Indian Harbor and near 
DeCordova. Some surface 
schooling is occurring with 
fish chasing bait on many ar-
eas of the lake. Striped bass 
continue to be good to excel-

lent on live bait or trolled 
Alabama rigs. Fish are sus-
pended near the thermocline 
or are on ledges and drop 
offs near feeding flats. Good 
catches are reported near 
Blue Water Shores and near 
DeCordova. Largemouth 
bass are fair to good to 6 
pounds on soft plastics 
and deep diving crankbaits 
worked near main lake 
points and humps. Deeper 
docks are also producing. 
Crappie fishing is good on 
small minnows or crappie 
jigs worked on submerged 
timber from Water’s Edge to 
DeCordova. Catfish are fair 
to good on cut bait fished 
mainly at night near creek 
entrances.

COURTESY PHOTO

Graphic showing what the thermocline is.  

that “to allow [the Biden 
Administration’s] unlawful 
action to stand would be to 
functionally rewrite Title 
IX in a way that shockingly 
transforms American edu-
cation and usurps a major 
question from Congress. 
That is not how our demo-
cratic system functions.”

Paxton’s news release 
states that because the 
court struck down the Biden 
Administration’s unlaw-
ful rule, Texas schools do 
not and should not adopt 
or enforce any of the policy 
changes contained in the 
rule. The release contin-
ues, “Texas students are 
now safe from losing their 
Title IX protections and the 
school districts are protect-
ed from the threat of the 
loss of federal funding.” 

In the new legal advisory, 
Paxton explained: “This rul-
ing covers all Texas school 
districts and ensures no 
district in our state will have 
to comply with the Biden 
Administration’s illegiti-
mate interpretation that 
Title IX includes gender-
identity requirements, in-
cluding allowing men into 
women’s restrooms, locker 
rooms, sports teams, or re-
quiring students or teachers 
to use pronouns based on 

gender identity rather than 
biological sex. And if any 
Texas school district adopts 
a policy or procedure that 
conflicts with or contra-
venes state law, then I will 
pursue every remedy avail-
able to protect students and 
teachers from these illegal 
and radical policies.”

SPEAKER COMMENTS
During the public com-

ment section of the GISD 
board meeting, a few resi-
dents voiced their opinion 
on the agenda item to de-
nounce changes to Title IX. 

“Title IX is fine, insofar 
as it prohibits discrimi-
nation against males and 
females,” Dennis Monder 
said. “However, the Biden 
administration’s and 
Department of Education’s 
attempt to broaden it to in-
clude a prohibition against 
discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gen-
der identification is not. 
Regardless of how anyone 
feels personally about these 
changes, a federal district 
court in Texas on June 11, 
ruled that such prohibi-
tion is illegal. … Our creator 
made us male and female. 
Yes, the district should 
denounce these changes, 
but even in the absence of 
such denunciation, the dis-
trict must follow Attorney 
General Paxton’s direction 
on this matter and not con-

travene the findings of the 
federal court.”

David Rogers said the pro-
posed rewrite of Title IX has 
a “very destructive poten-
tial” to place men in girls’ 
locker rooms.

“This will endanger the 
safety and well-being of our 
female athletes as they com-
pete,” Rogers said. “This 
denies their civil rights to be 
able to compete for athlet-
ic excellence, so I strongly 
would ask the GISD board of 
trustees to have a resolution 
denouncing Title IX.” 

GISD TRUSTEES DEBATE
While the agenda item was 

initially aimed at denounc-
ing the Title IX changes 
under the Biden adminis-
tration, GISD’s resolution 
underwent a motion change 
when Place 3 Trustee 
Melanie Graft wished to 
align the district’s poli-
cies with Paxton’s latest 
advisory.

“I’d like to move that we 
accept the resolution to 
Title IX that GISD will com-
ply with Attorney General 
Paxton’s advisory and will 
not allow men into women’s 
restrooms, locker rooms, 
sports teams, or require 
students or teachers to use 
pronouns based on gender 
identity rather than bio-
logical sex,” Graft stated. 
“Additionally, GISD will 
make appropriate adjust-

ments to our GISD policies 
to ensure our policies con-
form to this standard.”

Place 7 Trustee Karen 
Lowery seconded Graft’s 
motion.

Before a vote could take 
place, Place 1 Trustee Mike 
Moore asked to table the 
motion as Paxton had “al-
ready taken care of it.” He 
added that the resolution 
seemed like a “moot point.” 

Board President Barbara 
Townsend said she agreed 
with Moore, adding that 
Texas students are also safe 
from losing Title IX protec-
tions and school districts 
are protected from losing 
federal funding.

“Keller, Tyler and Carroll 
have passed this resolu-
tion,” Graft said. “I feel that 
GISD needs to assure the 
community where we stand 
on this issue. We need to 
take a strong stance and 
pass policies and rules to 
protect the children of Hood 
County. If you don’t agree 
with that, vote against it.” 

“Yeah, but the AG just 
took care of that for us,” 
Moore responded.

“It doesn’t mean another 
administration can’t come 
in,” Lowery said. “But we 
need to be sure that parents 
understand now that we are 
going to stand behind AG 
Paxton.”

Secretary Billy Wimberly 
then brought forth a few 

pieces of background infor-
mation from the Attorney 
General’s Office, stating that 
June 11, U.S. District Court 
and Judge Reed O’Conner 
in Fort Worth issued a 112-
page ruling stating that the 
Department of Education 
did not have the authority 
to extend the ruling of Title 
IX in the state of Texas.

“The Department of 
Education cannot enforce 
those changes in Texas, so 
that makes this resolution 
moot until it comes back 
before that or that judge 
is overruled by the U.S. 
Supreme Court,” Wimberly 
said. “Right now, we’re talk-
ing about something that’s 
moot in the state of Texas 
because the judge has ruled 
that that cannot take place 
and the attorney general 
backed that up with what 
you read earlier.” 

“I think we all agree with 
the point of the resolution,” 
Place 2 Trustee Nancy Alana 
said. “I personally feel like 
there is no need for a reso-
lution at this point because 
it’s already been decided. 
However, I do agree with 
the points that were made 
in this, so I think it’s just an 
act of if we want to let our 
community know where we 
personally stand on this is-
sue, we can do that. But as 
far as adopting a resolution, 
the issue is moot.”

“I don’t think it hurts to 

make sure that the gover-
nor and the AG know that 
Granbury is going to stand 
by them on this, but that’s 
my opinion,” Lowery added.

Following discussion, 
the board took a vote re-
garding Graft’s motion to 
align GISD’s policies with 
Paxton’s advisory.

“I don’t understand why 
we’re voting on it when 
something is already in 
place,” Moore said.

“We’re voting on it be-
cause the motion’s there, 
so we’re going to vote,” 
Townsend said.

The motion failed 4:2, 
with Graft and Lowery vot-
ing for the resolution. Vice 
President Courtney Gore 
was absent during the 
meeting.

“I want to make it clear 
that I agree with the point of 
the resolution; there is just 
no need for a resolution,” 
Alana added.

“I support that and totally 
agree with what Nancy’s 
saying,” Moore said. “I want 
it to be known.” 

Townsend concluded 
the discussion by add-
ing, “I appreciate the fact 
that Attorney General Ken 
Paxton has taken care of 
this issue for us; that is why 
he is our attorney general. 
I also believe it’s a moot 
point and we will follow as 
Granbury ISD in what our 
state tells us to follow.”

TITLE IX
FROM PAGE B1

SAME PAPER AT YOUR 
FINGERTIPS

As a licensed professional fishing guide, 
Michael Acosta shows you how to find 
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35 
years, he has been fishing all of his life, and 
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA
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GISD approves $750K sale of AES property to Anchor Fellowship Church

been showing promise since 
she was 7 years old, setting 
two state records and win-
ning gold at the TAAF (Texas 
Amateur Athletic Federation) 
State Meet.”

Vollmer burst onto the na-
tional scene in 2000 at the 
age of 12 when she was the 
youngest swimmer to com-
pete at the Olympic Trials. 
She did not make the team, 
but those who saw her knew 
it was only a matter of time 
— four years, to be exact.

BREAKING THROUGH
Vollmer did make the 

2004 Centennial Olympic 
Games in Athens. And 
though she took a step back 
in 2008, not qualifying, she 
rebounded strong in 2012 
and again in 2016 with her 
“Momma on a Mission” tour 
as 17 months after giv-
ing birth to her first son in 
March 2015, she competed 
in the Rio Olympic Games. 

In Rio, she won gold in the 
400 medley relay, a silver in 
the 400 freestyle relay and a 
bronze in the 100 butterfly, 
and was the only mother in 
the sport of swimming to 
win a gold medal.

HAVING HEART
In all, Vollmer won a to-

tal of 32 medals in major 
international competitions, 

including 19 gold.
Perhaps the most impres-

sive part of her career was 
she accomplished this with 
a heart challenge.

In 2003, Vollmer under-
went heart surgery to cor-
rect a condition called su-
praventricular tachycardia, 
which produces a quick-
ened pulse rate of about 
240 beats per minute. After 
that surgery, an electrocar-
diogram indicated to her 
cardiologists that she might 
have Long QT syndrome. 
Further testing ruled out the 
condition. 

Still, her physicians rec-
ommended that she always 
have a defibrillator at the 
poolside whenever she 
swims in case of a heart 
emergency.

HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE
Vollmer, who was largely 

homeschooled because of 
her schedule, also fulfilled 
another dream when she 
joined the Granbury High 
swim team for the 2004-05 
school year. She still holds 
the state record in the 200 
freestyle with her time of 
1:45.64, which won the 
Class 6A championship that 
season.

In college, Vollmer first 
enrolled in the University of 
Florida, and swam for the 
Gators in 2006. As a fresh-
man, she earned four honor-
able mention All-American 

honors. 
She then transferred to 

the University of California 
in Berkeley, where she 
finished her NCAA career 
competing for the California 
Golden Bears swimming 
and diving team under 
coach Teri McKeever from 
2007 to 2009. Vollmer was 
the Golden Bears’ most 
valuable swimmer for three 
consecutive years, the Pac-
10 Swimmer of the Year in 
2009, and the 2008–09 re-
cipient of the Honda Sports 
Award for Swimming and 
Diving, recognizing her as 
the outstanding college fe-
male swimmer of the year.

She earned 20 All-
American honors as a 
Golden Bear swimmer, won 
individual NCAA champion-
ships in the 100-yard but-
terfly in 2007 and 100-yard 
and 200-yard freestyles in 
2009, and led the Golden 
Bears to their first NCAA 
team championship in 
2009.

LIFE OUTSIDE SWIMMING
Vollmer is married to 

Andy Grant, a former swim-
mer for Stanford University. 
They have two sons, 9-year-
old Arlen and 7-year-old 
Ryker. 

In fact, Vollmer even com-
peted when she was carry-
ing Ryker, in the 50 free at 
the 2017 Arena Pro Swim 
Series Indy while six months 

pregnant. She participated 
in preparation for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics, though 
she would later retire in 
2019.

Today, Vollmer is a mo-
tivational speaker. She and 
Steenberge stay in touch 
regularly.

“I am so proud of the 
woman she is and how she 
always strives to give back 
to the swimming communi-
ty and the well-being of oth-
ers,” Steenberge said.

VOLLMER
FROM PAGE B1
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Granbury’s Dana Vollmer 
won seven Olympic medals, 
including five gold, in her 
swimming career. She is now 
a motivational speaker 
and will be inducted 
into the International 
Swimming Hall of Fame 
in October.

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Granbury Independent 
School District board of trust-
ees voted 3:2 to sell five acres 
of land on Acton School Road 
to Anchor Fellowship Church 
Granbury for $750,000 dur-
ing a regularly scheduled 
meeting June 24. 

According to a memo from 
GISD Chief Financial Officer 
Emmett Whitefield, the board 
determined Aug. 21, 2023 
that the five acres located at 
2750 Acton School Road were 
“surplus” and “not necessary 
to meet the current and fore-
seeable needs of the district 
for educational purposes.” 

The district then con-
tracted with VYBE Realty LLC 

and started the bid process 
described in Texas Local 
Government Code Section 
272.001.

Whitefield explained that 
GISD received sealed bids 
June 6, and the highest bid 
for the five acres was received 
from Anchor Fellowship 
Church in the amount of 
$750,000 — which is above 
the minimum bid amount.

According to the memo, the 
bid included language that 
the district would grant util-
ity easements — if needed — 
across the district’s adjacent 
property to connect water 
and sewer service from Acton 
Municipal Utility District. The 
bid also includes granting a 
40-foot-wide ingress/egress 
roadway easement from the 
property to James Road, 
with the exact location to be 

mutually agreed upon by the 
district and buyer. The cost of 
the roadway would also be at 
the expense of the buyer.

The memo states that ad-
ministration was in favor of 
granting these additional 
easements as part of the 
property sale, however, the 
board may agree to award 
this bid with or without these 
additional easements. 

“The proposed resolution 
will delegate the authority to 
the superintendent to negoti-
ate and execute the contract 
amendments to the contract, 
and other documents neces-
sary to affect the conveyance 
of the property,” Whitefield 
said. “It is the recommenda-
tion of administration that 
the board of trustees approve 
the resolution authorizing 
the sale of real property con-

sisting of five acres more or 
less located at 2750 Acton 
School Road Granbury, Texas 
76049.”

Place 7 Trustee Karen 
Lowery commented that since 
the district is unsure what 
other amendments might be 
required by the buyer, the 
court should refrain on com-
mitting to the easements un-
til the entire agreement can 
be presented.

“We should reserve our ap-
proval and disapproval until 
the agreement has been final-
ized by both parties, so we 
know exactly what this is go-
ing to be about,” she said. “I 
just believe that there needs 
to be a lot of transparency 
with this. It’s a big transac-
tion. It’s a good price for the 
school, but we need to make 
sure that as it all comes out 

that it’s all the same and stays 
the same.” 

Finance Purchasing 
Manager Houcine Chraibi 
clarified that the district did 
receive final agreements from 
the attorney. He said apart 
from the amendment the 
buyer requested regarding 
the notice of sale and listing 
— which was designed to pro-
tect school districts — that 
was the only easement they 
asked for.

Place 2 Trustee Nancy 
Alana asked Lowery if there 
were specific amendments 
she wanted to address. 

“No, it just said that the 
superintendent was going to 
execute this, and then there 
could be other amendments,” 
Lowery said. “If we go ahead 
and do all of this and we ap-
prove it, can there be other 

amendments made after that 
point?”

“Beyond the scope of 
the easement for wastewa-
ter or whatever, no,” GISD 
Superintendent Jeremy Glenn 
said. 

Alana made a motion to ac-
cept the recommendation of 
the sale of five acres located 
at 2750 Acton School Road to 
Anchor Fellowship Church. 
Place 5 Trustee Billy Wimberly 
seconded the motion and it 
passed 3:2, with Lowery and 
Place 3 Trustee Melanie Graft 
voting “No.” Place 1 Trustee 
Mike Moore recused himself 
from the vote as he is a mem-
ber of the church and Vice 
President Courtney Gore was 
absent from the meeting. 

Local students run mock government at Boys State and Girls State
BY EDEN DUNCAN 
GILBREATH
Special to the  
Hood County News
eden@hcnews.com

Some local students were 
given the opportunity to 
participate in Boys State and 
Girls State programs this 
month. The American Legion 
has been sending boys 
to Boys State since 1935 
and the American Legion 
Auxiliary celebrated 80 years 
of sending girls to the Texas 
Bluebonnet Girls State in 

2024.
Students attended the 

weeklong camps which 
shared a similar vision but 
had slightly different focus 
and took place in differ-
ent locations. Both the Boys 
State and the Girls State 
programs focus on knowl-
edge of the legislature. The 
Boys program has a physical 
fitness component whereas 
the Girls Program includes 
a component focusing on 
mental wellness.

The Boys State program 
takes place at the University 
of Texas in Austin, while 

the Girls State program is at 
Texas Lutheran University 
in Seguin. The number of 
students participating yearly 
depends on available funds. 
There is a prescreening pro-
cess and students invited to 
participate in the process 
must submit an essay to be 
considered.

“The purpose is to instruct 
our youth to the duties, priv-
ileges and rights of American 
citizenship,” said Brenda 
Towers, staff member and 
transportation coordinator 
of the event for American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 491. 

Towers went on to explain 
more about the purpose 
of the Girls State program 
that is sponsored by the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 
“It is the belief of the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
that from active individual 
participation in government 
affairs of a mythical 51st 
state will come a broader un-
derstanding of the respon-
sibilities of citizenship in 
a democracy and a deeper 
appreciation for its great 
privileges. We feel citizens 
return to their communities 
with an increased knowledge 

of governmental activities 
and heightened ideals of 
American citizenship.” 

Ken Lobo, commander of 
American Legion Post 491, 
explains the similar values 
of the Boys State program 
sponsored by the American 
Legion. “At Boys State, par-
ticipants learn the rights, 
privileges and responsibili-
ties of franchised citizens. 
The training is objective 
and centers on the struc-
ture of city, county and state 
governments.”

Lobo explains, “Operated 
by students elected to vari-

ous offices, Boys State ac-
tivities include legislative 
sessions, court proceedings, 
law-enforcement presenta-
tions, assemblies, bands, 
choruses and recreational 
programs.”

The students are assigned 
to different branches. At 
Girls State students operate 
a “51st state” for the dura-
tion of the week. 

The boys at Boys State, 
according to Lobo, become 
a part of one of the two fic-
tional political parties. “The 

PLEASE SEE STATE | B7
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A camper shoots from the bench Monday, June 26. 

Tolar Rattlers linemen third in state
BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the  
Hood County News

The Tolar Rattlers, in their 
first competition after their 
move up to Class 3A, placed 
third at the State Lineman 
Challenge in Abilene last 
Saturday, June 22. The 
competition was at Hardin-
Simmons University.

Goliad won the competition 
and Lexington was second.

Last season the Rattlers 
placed fourth in Class 2A. 
However, as they are moving 
up to Class 3A in the fall, they 
competed at the higher level 
this year.

Participants were Cash 
Clark, Sam Stewart, Zane 
Graham, Tony Combs, Peyton 
Brown, Hunter Michaels, Lane 
Kutej, Drew Cooper and Bryce 
Towns

Tolar was the fastest 3A 
school in the dumb bell stack 
and obstacle course events, 
along with the worm and 
farmers carry. The competi-
tion featured a host of differ-
ent events designed to chal-
lenge participants in a variety 
of ways.

“Our lineman compet-
ed well all spring and into 
summer in the Lineman 
Challenges. Winning the 
qualifying tournament (in 
Abilene) earlier in the sum-
mer was a great kickoff to 
the year,” Tolar head foot-
ball coach Blake Mouser said. 
“The guys are working hard 
at our summer strength and 
conditioning camp, Camp 
Rattler, and the results are 
showing.

“It’s not easy to go com-
pete on a Saturday during the 
summer in the heat and these 
guys were fired up to do so. 
Shout out to our defensive 
line coach, Brandon Higgins, 
for helping set up everything 
and being there to help.”

TRACK AND FIELD
Three members of the 

Granbury Pirates track team 
and another member of the 
Dolan family are advancing 
in USA Track and Field and 
Amateur Athletic Union com-
petition this summer.

Competing for Fort Worth 
Xpress track club, Elijah 
Johnston and his younger 
brother Kaleb qualified for 
the USATF regionals July 
4-6 in Seguin. Also from the 
Pirates, Caden Davis qualified 
for the AAU regionals going 
on this weekend at Chisholm 
Trail High School.

Elijah Johnston, who fin-
ished third in the 200-me-
ter dash at the University 
Interscholastic League Class 
5A State Track Meet in early 
May, qualified for Seguin in 
that event and the 100, run-
ning the Boys 17-18 division 
at Springtown recently. He 
posted a seventh-place finals 
time of 22.15 seconds in the 
200 and ran a 10.81 in the 
100.

In addition, he ran the an-
chor leg of the winning 4x100 
relay that was clocked in 
41.49.

Kaleb ran the second leg 
of the runner-up 4x100 relay 
in the Boys 15-16 division at 
Springtown, as the quartet 
came in with a time of 42.75. 
He was also seventh in the 
100 with an 11.14.

Davis, competing in the 
Boys 17-18 age group for the 
Fort Worth Flyers, ran the 
first leg of the 4x400 relay 
that finished sixth with a time 
of 3:42.89, also at Chisholm 
Trail.

Also competing in Seguin 
will be Malachi Dolan, the 
younger brother of 2022 na-
tional champion (Boys 13-14, 
AAU 3,000 meter run) and 
2023 runner-up (Boys 15-16, 
USATF) Gannon Dolan. The 
younger Dolan qualified by 
placing fourth in the 1500 in 

the Boys 9-10 age group in 
Springtown, clocking a time 
of 5:57.

The top eight finishers in 
their events at the regional 
qualifier advanced to region-
als. From there, the top five 
in each event will qualify for 
Junior Olympics. For USATF 
that will be in College Station 
July 22-28 and for AAU it 
will be in Greensboro, North 
Carolina July 29-Aug. 3.

SEALS SWIMMING
The Granbury SEALS swept 

their home meet recently. In 
combined scoring, the males 
and females scored 2,899 
points to 2,089 for runner-up 
Ridglea Pool Association.

Breaking it down, the SEALS 
female swimmers amassed 
1,222 to 934 for RPA, while 
the males scored 1,573 to 
1,123 for RPA.

Also competing in the meet 
were Walsh, The Colony and 
Mineral Wells.

Top SEALS finishers were 
(distances in yards)

Boys/Men
Asher Beatty, 11-12: Third 

in 50 breast, 48.67
Rocky Bludworth, 40-Over: 

Second in 50 Free, 32.18; first 
in 100 IM, 1:28.46

Kyle Brawner, 13-14: First 
in 100 Free, 1:00.69; second 
in 50 Back, 32.54; first in 50 
Breast 36.37

Logan Crowe, 13-14: First in 
50 Back, 29.42; first in 50 Fly, 
27.08; first in IM, 1:02.06

Jace Esquivel, 11-12: Third 
in 100 Free, 1:21.58; first in 
50 Back, 43.09; third in 50 
Free, 36.57

Zane Frasier, 9-10: First in 
50 Free, 35.50; second in 25 
Back, 21.24; first in 100 IM, 
1:36.47

Maverick Harris, 6-Under: 
First in 25 Back, 39.51

Reid Holdridge, 8-Under: 
Second in 50 Free, 48.38; first 
in 25 Back, 24.58; first in 25 
Free, 20.95

Tripp Lanzara, 8-Under: 
First in 25 Fly, 46.93; second 
in 25 free, 39.65

Davis Moore, 9-10: Second 
in 25 Fly, 27.37

Colby Parker, 15-17: First 
in 100 Free, 56.83; third in 50 
Free, 25.44

Brady Porter, 18-24: First 
in 50 Back, 34.58; first in 50 
Fly, 29.55; first in 200 Free, 
1:52.71

Mason Prince, 11-12: 
Second in 50 Fly, 36.28; third 
in 100, 1:27.00

Adler Snow, 13-14: Second 
in 100 Free, 1:05.01; second 
in 50 Fly, 30.91; first in 50 
Free, 29.02

Connor Spence, 11-12: 
Second in 50 Back, 43.34

Patrick Steenberge, 40-
Over: Third in 50 Free, 39.97

John Stone, 11-12: Second 
in 100 Free, 1:07.42; third in 
50 Fly, 39.04; second in 100 
IM, 1:26.2

Lee Stuart, 15-17: Second in 
50 Fly, 27.64; second in 100 
IM, 1:05.13; first in 200 Free, 
2:42.86

Crosby Tyler, 6-Under: First 
in 25 Free, 36.43; second in 
25 Back, 42.89

Noah Wagnon, 11-12: 
Second in 50 Free, 30.05

Cameron Ward, 15-17: First 
in 50 Fly, 26.51; first in 50 
Free, 23.95; first in 100 IM, 
1:03.21

Jude Ward, 11-12: First in 
50 Breast, 37.13; first in 50 
Free, 27.54

Girls/Women
Olivia Bedgood, 18-24: First 

in 100 free, 1:16.26; First in 
50 back, 42.01; First in 50 
free, 33.28

Kori Brawner, 18-Over: First 
in 200 Free, 2:30.49

Leah Citzler, 11-12: First in 
25 Back 19.75; first in 100 IM; 
1:32.85

Bethany Crowe, 15-17: First 
in 50 Back, 29.75; first in 50 
Breast, 34.52; first in 100 IM, 
1:04.91

Burkley Massey, 13-14: First 

in 50 Breast, 35.38; first in 
50 Fly, 30.11; first in 50 Free, 
26.96

Lilli McKelvy, 11-12: Second 
in 50 Back, 36.94; second in 
50 Breast, 45.95

Allie Parker, 13-14: Third in 
50 Breast, 41.91; third in 50 
Free, 29.82

Annabel Ross, 11-12: 
Second in 100 Free, 1:22.39; 
second in 100 IM, 1:26.73

Eliana Sanchez, 8-Under: 
Third in 50 Free, 51.64; first 
in 25 Fly, 31.19

Rory Stephan, 9-10: Second 
in 25 Back, 23.11; third in 25 
Breast, 30.63; second in 25 
Free, 22.46

Bailey Stone, 13-14: First in 
100 Free, 1:08.49; first in 200 
free, 2:38.36

Tristy Stuart, 40-Over: First 
in 50 Back, 38.09; first in 100 
IM, 1:24.29

Hayley Taylor, 8-Under: 
Second in 25 Breast, 33.55

Ellie Uribe, 11-12: Second in 
50 Fly, 1:09.39

Hannah Ward, 15-17: 
Second in 50 Breast, 38.06; 
second in 100 IM, 1:11.91

Sailor Winters, 8-Under: 
Third in 25 Breast, 38.31

Avery Young, 15-17: First 
in 100 Free, 1:02.13; first in 
50 Fly, 29.89; first in 50 Free, 
27.67

Elizabeth Zieschang, 11-12: 
First in 100 Free, 1:07.28; first 
in 50 Back, 35.32; first in 50 
Free, 30.07

Relays
Mixed
15-17 200 Medley Relay: 

1. Bethany Crowe, Leander 
Stuart, Hannah Ward, 
Cameron Ward, 1:56.93; 2. 
Kori Brawner, Brady Porter, 
Colby Parker, Jina Kim, 
2:04.05

Boys/Men
6-Under 100 Freestyle: 

1. Crosby Tyler, Maverick 
Harris, Collin Baysinger, 
Sailor Baxter, 2:45.58

9-10 100 Medley Relay: 1. 
Jaxon McKelvy, Zane Frasier, 

Davis Moore, Jacob Bufkin, 
1:46.35

13-14 200 Medley Relay: 
1. Adler Snow, Logan Crowe, 
Kyle Brawner, Jace Esquivel

11-12 200 Medley Relay: 
1. Noah Wagnon, Jude Ward, 
Mason Prince, John Stone, 
2:21.73

8-Under 100 Freestyle 
Relay: 3. Jeremiah Sorrells, 
Jason Conn, Maddox Harris, 
Crosby Tyler, 2:27.70

Girls/Women
8-Under 100 Medley 

Relay: 2. Austin Conn, Tripp 
Lanzara, Reid Holdridge, 
Jeremiah Sorrells, 2:23.95

11-12 200 Medley: 1. Lilli 
McKelvy, Elizabeth Zieschang, 
Annabel Ross, Abby Parker, 
2:33.13

9-10 100 Freestyle Relay: 
2. Aubrey Snow, Aurora 
Stephan, Addison Limon, 
Harmony Martin, 1:42.40

JUNIOR GOLF
A pair of Granbury Pirates 

teammates tied for the top 
spot recently in a tourna-
ment on the North Texas PGA 
Junior Tour. Quinn Bradley 
and Landon Womack, com-
peting on the Medalist Tour, 
each shot 77 in the Boys 15-
18 division at Texas Star in 
Euless June 20.

Other recent results involv-
ing area players include:

Prep Tour
Prairie Lakes, Grand Prairie
Boys 9-10 (nine holes): 

2. Townes Chauveaux, 
Granbury, 37 (one stroke out 
of lead)

Medalist Tour
Hidden Creek, Burleson
Boys 13-14: 5. Henry Ballew, 

Granbury, 86
Boys 15-18: 5. Womack, 79
Texas Star, Euless
Boys 15-18: 29. (tie) Braxton 

Pugh, Granbury, 91
All-American Tour
Shady Valley, Arlington
Boys 15-18: 28. (tie) 

Womack, 79-76 = 155

GHS MCJROTC Rifle Camp
PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

The Granbury Marine Corps Junior ROTC Rifle Team had its summer rifle camp for any incoming seventh through the 10th-grade students 
June 24-28. Photos are from Monday camp. See more photos in the photo gallery at hcnews.com
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Tarleton State’s Rachael Capua featured on Fort Worth Newsmakers list

Dr. J. Michael Leger named dean of 
Tarleton State School of Nursing

Online student harnesses prior 
coursework, experience to expedite degree

Tarleton State University 

STEPHENVILLE — Tarleton 
State University has named 
Dr. J. “John” Michael Leger 
its dean of nursing, effective 
July 1.

In this role, Leger will 
manage the administrative 
functions of the School of 
Nursing and focus on the 
plans and initiatives that 
support Tarleton Forward 
2030: Our Future-Focused 
Strategic Plan.

He comes to Tarleton 
State after spending 
the past 10 years at The 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch (UTMB) at Galveston. 
At UTMB, he has served as 
a professor, track coordina-
tor for the Master of Science 
in Nursing (MSN) executive 
nurse leadership track, and 
the inaugural interim track 
coordinator for the nursing 

PhD program.
“Dr. Leger is well-

equipped to lead our School 
of Nursing, having over 20 
years of experience as a 
healthcare executive, includ-
ing roles such as chief nurs-
ing officer, vice president of 
nursing, and hospital CEO,” 
said Dr. Ramona Parker, 
associate vice president 
and executive dean for the 
College of Health Sciences. 
“I am excited about the op-
portunities that lie ahead 
and am confident that, un-
der his leadership, we will 
continue to advance and 
strengthen our program.”

During his time at UTMB, 
Leger taught primarily in 
graduate-level programs 
and served as an adviser 
to special initiatives in the 
undergraduate programs. 
He also designed, devel-
oped and initiated an on-

line orientation program in 
2015 called CORE, which 
improved the preparation 
of incoming MSN students 
for the realities and expec-
tations of online education. 
Through the program, the 
university saw improved 
on-time graduation rates 
and lower attrition rates in 
participants.

Additionally, he assisted 
in creating a similar pro-
gram to include RN-BSN 
students, which later ex-
panded to include doctoral 
programs.

“Visiting the campus and 
the people I met during my 
interviews only reassured 
me that I had made the right 
decision to pursue this posi-
tion,” said Leger. “The pride 
of the faculty, staff and 
students in Tarleton State 
University is evident in how 
they speak about the culture 

and the excitement for the 
future. I see nothing but op-
portunity at Tarleton State, 
and particularly the future 
of the School of Nursing. 
I look forward to working 
with Dr. Ramona Parker and 
the faculty, staff and stu-
dents at the university.”

In 2024, Leger received 
the UTMB School of Nursing 
Alumni Association Hall 
of Fame Award. He was 
also the UTMB Academy of 
Master Teachers Faculty 
of the Month recipient in 
February 2023. A registered 
nurse, he holds a doctor-
ate in nursing research and 
education from UTMB and a 
master’s degree in business 
and healthcare administra-
tion from Our Lady of the 
Lake University in Houston. 
He earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in nursing from UTMB.PHOTO COURTESY OF TARELTON STATE UNIVERSITY

Dr. J. (John) Michael Leger

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — Amber 
Taylor doesn’t have time to 
spare. As a single parent of a 
busy teenager and a full-time 
worker looking to advance 
in her field, she was drawn 
to Tarleton State University 
Online’s flexible route to 
a bachelor’s degree. Now, 
just over two years later, 
Taylor is graduating with a 
Bachelor of Applied Arts and 
Sciences degree in infor-
mation technology with an 
undergraduate certificate in 
cybersecurity.

“Having a degree from 
Tarleton State will open so 
many doors for my future,” 
said Taylor. “I know this is 
what I want to do, and as 
a nontraditional student 
turning 37 the week before 
graduation, I have life experi-
ence on top of proving that 
I can be knowledgeable and 
dedicated.”

Taylor had attended 
Tarleton State after high 
school, but life challenges 
caused her to drop out to 
work full time. She eventu-
ally earned an associate de-
gree elsewhere and worked 
in banking and then infor-
mation technology jobs. She 
currently works for an IT 
support company.

“I knew I wanted to stay 
in this field, and to do so I 
would need to have a degree 
to advance or obtain other 
jobs,” Taylor said. “Since I 
have always loved Tarleton 
State, I started researching 
and found online degree 
plans.” Her adviser reviewed 
her transcripts and sug-
gested the BAAS program, in 
which she could apply previ-
ous course credits as well as 
work experience to complete 
her degree faster and more 
efficiently.

The Bachelor of Applied 
Arts and Sciences (BAAS) de-
gree from the Dr. Sam Pack 
College of Business utilizes 
prior business-related tech-
nical or vocational course-
work, documented employer 
training records, continuing 
education credits or certifi-
cations as sources of credit. 
The program is intended 
to allow students seeking a 
bachelor’s degree to com-
plete coursework quickly.

“This was a huge help fi-
nancially and timewise,” said 
Taylor. “I had such amazing 
help and advising from start 
to finish that ensured I was 
able to utilize my previous 
credits and what degree plan 
would work best for me. It 
was hard at times, manag-

ing working full time, having 
an active high schooler and 
managing being a full-time 
student. But I did it!”

Her daughter was a major 
influence in her decision to 
move forward with her de-
gree, Taylor said.

“She was in middle school 
when I decided to go back 
to college. That age is so im-
pressionable, and I wanted 
her to know that no mat-
ter what happens, if you 
really want something and 
are willing to work hard, 
you can achieve your goals. 
“I am a single mom, and to 
give her what she deserves 
I have to put in the work. I 
try to go to as many of her 
events, games, etc. as pos-
sible,” Taylor added. “Online 
learning was the only option 
for me and discovering that 
Tarleton State could help me 
with that, it was not a hard 
decision to make.”

She said the experience 
also helped her learn to trust 
herself to self-manage and 
prioritize her classes on top 
of her job and parenting 
roles.

“It has helped me learn my 
strengths and weaknesses 
and shown me that I can 
handle stressful times with 
a lot going on.” It can be dif-

ficult to teach yourself, she 
said, but her professors were 
helpful and she experienced 
good communication. She 
would recommend Tarleton 
State Online to anyone 
wanting to continue their 
education.

“There is such a wide va-
riety of degree plans to ex-
plore and find what is right 
for you. It is never too late to 
go back to school.”

Tarleton State University’s 

online option offers more 
than 20 undergraduate 
completion programs and 
22 graduate degrees, all de-
signed for ultimate flexibility 
and affordability to empow-
er busy adults, working pro-
fessionals and lifelong learn-
ers to unlock their potential.

In addition, 10 unique 
professional completion de-
grees allow students to con-
vert experience into credit 
by recognizing the value of 

existing knowledge gained 
through professional train-
ing, certifications and techni-
cal coursework, accelerating 
their degree path.

To learn more about 
Tarleton State Online, visit 
https://www.tarleton.edu/
online/.

To learn more about the 
BAAS options at Tarleton 
State, visit https://www.
tarleton.edu/degrees/
business-baas/.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARELTON STATE UNIVERSITY

Amber Taylor, right, with her daughter, Mattisyn. Taylor said Mattisyn strongly influenced her decision 
to move forward with her degree through Tarleton State University Online.

Tarleton State University 

STEPHENVILLE  — Dr. 
Rachael Capua, dean of 
Tarleton State University 
Fort Worth and vice presi-
dent for external operations, 
has been honored as one of 
27 individuals highlighted in 
the Dallas Business Journal’s 
first ever Fort Worth 
Newsmakers list.

Fort Worth is now the12th 
largest city in the coun-
try and the fastest-grow-
ing big city in Texas. The 
Newsmakers list is com-

prised of business, govern-
ment and education leaders 
who are making decisions 
that will have direct impact 
on the economy, housing 
market and workforce for 
years to come.

Capua plays a key role 
in the growth trajectory 
of Tarleton State’s Fort 
Worth campus, where 24 
new undergraduate pro-
grams will begin serving 
first- and second-year stu-
dents this fall. To accommo-
date new and existing areas 
of study, a best-in-class 

Interprofessional Education 
Building is nearing comple-
tion and will add 102,000 
square feet of classroom, 
laboratory and collaboration 
spaces aimed to increase 
access to quality healthcare 
and education in the region 
and beyond.

In addition to Fort Worth, 
Capua is responsible for 
Tarleton State’s outreach 
locations in Waco, Bryan and 
online, including community 
college relations statewide. 
Effective July 1, the division 
of external operations will 

also oversee extended edu-
cation and lifelong learning 
programs for the university, 
providing flexible and cost-
effective options for person-
al and professional devel-
opment including industry 
specific upskilling through 
self-paced eLearning courses 
and non-credit bearing certi-
fication programs.

“I am deeply honored to 
be recognized alongside this 
list of Fort Worth leaders, all 
of whom I have great respect 
and appreciation for,” said 
Capua. “Each of these indi-

viduals has an unwavering 
commitment to our commu-
nity and its growth. Believing 
in the power of partnership, 
I look forward to continuing 
our work together.”

Enrollment projections at 
Tarleton State Fort Worth 
are expected to reach up to 
10,000 students within the 
next six years, in line with 
Tarleton Forward 2030: Our 
Future-Focused Strategic 
Plan.

A second-generation 
Mexican-American and 
former community college 

transfer student, Capua 
graduated magna cum laude 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in advertising and pub-
lic relations from TCU as a 
Chancellor’s Scholar. She 
earned a master’s degree in 
higher education from the 
University of Oklahoma and 
a doctorate in higher educa-
tion from SMU.

To learn more about 
Tarleton State Fort Worth, 
visit www.tarleton.edu/
fortworth/.

FOR THE LATEST TARLETON SPORTS ACTION OR TO BUY GAME TICKETS, VISIT

TARLETONSPORTS.COM

WANT MORE?
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International Fishing 
Day, observed on June 
29th, casts a line of excite-
ment for kids to explore 

the world of an-
gling and ap-

preciate the 

joys of fishing. It's a day 
that celebrates the timeless 
connection between hu-
mans and water, fostering 
an appreciation for nature, 
patience, and the thrill of 
catching a fish.

For children, 
International 

Fishing Day 
offers a 

unique 
oppor-

tunity 
to 

learn the art of fishing. 
Whether they are begin-
ners or experienced young 
anglers, families can plan 
a fishing trip to local lakes 
or rivers. This provides 
kids with the chance to cast 
their lines, feel the antici-
pation of a bite, and expe-
rience the wonders of the 
great outdoors.

Parents and mentors 
play a crucial role on 
International Fishing Day 
by sharing fishing tips and 
techniques. Kids can learn 
about setting up tack-
le, identifying different 
fish species, and under-
standing the significance 
of responsible fishing 
practices. This includes 
learning catch-and-release 
techniques and respect-
ing fishing regulations to 
help preserve the delicate 
balance within aquatic 
ecosystems.

International Fishing 
Day isn't just about 
catching fish; it's an 
opportunity for kids to 
connect with nature. 
Families can spend the 

day by the water, appreci-
ating the tranquility and 
beauty of natural land-
scapes. Fishing teaches 
children patience, focus, 
and an understanding of 
the delicate balance within 
aquatic ecosystems.

Children can document 
their fishing adventures 
through drawings or sto-
rytelling, creating lasting 
memories of the day spent 
by the water. It's also a 
chance for families to share 
stories about the cultural 
significance of fishing and 
its role in communities 
around the world.

Through International 
Fishing Day, kids can de-
velop a lifelong love for the 
outdoors and gain a deeper 
understanding of the in-
terconnectedness between 
people and water. Whether 
it's the thrill of a catch, 
the serenity of a lakeside 
retreat, or the camarade-
rie with family and friends, 
this day celebrates the joy 
and traditions of fishing. 

INTERNATIONAL 

FISHINGFISHING
DAY 

June 29, 2024

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE ON THE HOOD COUNTY JUNIOR PAGE

817-573-7066

students begin the process 
of holding meetings to select 
delegates from the fiction-
al precincts, cities, county 
and state governments. The 
students select represen-
tatives to fill positions on 
platform and rules commit-
tees who will design a plat-
form for a political conven-
tion. Alliances are made and 
discussions with opposition 
leaders are held. In fact, each 
dorm room is comprised 
of representatives from the 
two different political par-
ties in order to encourage 
the art of discussion and 
compromise.”

Towers describes the 
camps as “nonpartisan labo-
ratories of government.” 

“ALA Girls State delegates 
are a diverse group with a 
shared desire to learn and 
lead. ALA Girls State ‘citi-
zens’ come together from 
small towns, big cities and 
rural areas all across Texas,” 
Towers said.

“My favorite part of Girls 
State was the community,” 

shared Jessica Van Buren, 
an incoming senior at Glen 
Rose High School. “I was 
blessed to be part of the City 
N, Neptunes. There was an 
immense amount of support 
that came from not only my 
city but our entire county, 
party, and state,” Van Buren 
said.

Participant Andrew 
Bowen, an incoming senior 
at Granbury High School, 
agreed. “My favorite part was 
we were able to come togeth-
er and acknowledge other 
people’s thoughts without 
forcing our own. Also, the 
meetings actually talked 
about real world conversa-
tions and problems,” Bowen 
said.

The students who attend-
ed left with a different view 
of government.

“Before going to Girls State 
I felt I had no power as a 
person. I felt that one vote 
truly wouldn’t matter. After 
all, I’m only a single person. 
But at Girls State, you truly 
learn how much one vote 
makes a difference. You 
learn how close ties are. And 
in government elections one 

vote truly makes a huge dif-
ference,” shared Monzerath 
Arias, who will be a senior at 
Premier High School this fall.

Van Buren concurred.
“I learned a deeper under-

standing of the legislative 
branch. As I got to be part of 
our senate at Girls State I was 
able to see bills debated and 
truly understand the amount 
of thought and time that 
was dedicated to each idea, 
whether it passed or not.”

The young men who at-
tended Boys State found 
their eyes were opened as 
well.

“I learned how much depth 
is put into the voting pro-
cess to ensure fairness and 
correct votes are accounted 
for. My favorite part about 
Boys State was probably see-
ing how confused all of us 
were going into it and see-
ing the growth (during the 
week) as we created our own 
government,” said Brantly 
Thrasher, who will be a se-
nior at Granbury High School 
this fall.

The Boys State and Girls 
State programs leave lasting 
impressions. All the atten-

dants left with a better un-
derstanding of government, 
and each expressed valuing 
the responsibility of voting 
with new appreciation.

“Participating in this 
unique program has taught 
me that everyone has a voice 

that deserves to be heard 
and it’s crucial that you take 
every opportunity to vote 
for your representatives,” 
shared Aiden Lemens, ris-
ing senior at Granbury High 
School. 

Preston Barden, also an 

incoming senior at Granbury 
agreed. “Boys State has mo-
tivated me to vote because I 
understand how important 
every vote is,” said Barden.

STATE
FROM PAGE B2
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Local student Jessica Van Buren on the right met new friends from all over Texas while participating in 
Texas Bluebonnet Girls State. 

ROBOTICS
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DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES 
3 Months: $55/week   |   6 Months: $50/week   |   12 Months: $45/week

Brittany Bowers
817-573-7066 ext. 232 / brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

Heidi Gebhardt
817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidi@hcnews.com

Madison Lazaro
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GOOD FOR HOODGOOD FOR HOOD

682-936-4081

Dr. Bhaloo

817-326-5172   |   4815 Fall Creek Hwy  
CABINETS  QUARTZ  GRANITE  WOOD  VINYL  TILE 

CARTER LANDSCAPE
DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

• LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
•  IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE
• RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN

CARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM
682-936-4028

817-964-3333
Menu

Join Mama’s mobile 
COUPON CLUB

Text mamas to 21333 for 
specials and information

Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds

CARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATECARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATE
Located in the Home Source Showroom CenterLocated in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury

       Doug’s
Floors Plus
              Doug’sDoug’s
FloorsFloors Plus Plus

Building Creative pools in Granbury since 1996

Exceptional
Senior Living

Independent Living
Assisted Living

• A delightful, newly renovated community with a 
  devoted staff and rave reviews. 
• Interior courtyards; wrap-around porches.
• Full calendar of activities and events. 
• Professional care whenever needed 24/7. 
• Chef-prepared meals; forever friendships.

Memory Care
• In a separate, secure village. 
• Dementia-care specialist on site.
• Full-time dedicated activities director. 
• Exceptionally spacious, private apartments.

(817) 279-9259
Avivagranbury.com

2300 Paluxy Hwy, Granbury, TX 76048

Exceptional Senior LivingExceptional Senior Living

817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com

Auto Repair & Lube Center

(817) 573-0202
621 W. Pearl St., Granbury

www.expresswaycarcare.com

Fast, Friendly & High Quality Service 
for more than 15 years.

Register for Classes
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734

Veteran, Military, Senior Citizen Discounts

PJ’s Lawn CarePJ’s Lawn Care
         & Landscaping         & Landscaping

Computer Design • Seasonal Planting •  Mowing •  
Yard Maintenance • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
817-714-4270 817-714-4270 ||  www.pjslawn.comwww.pjslawn.com

  
EstimatesEstimates

FreeFree

 Let Black Betty bring  
the party to you!

Licensed and Insured

Perfect for any event
We are committed to making your 
event a unique luxury bar experience

• One-on-one conultations
• Vintage 1985 horse trailer
• Satellite bar
• Champagne Wall
• Hot cocoa and mocktail packages
• Customized packages to meet your needs

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or Large
• Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

Insured
& Certified

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
PLEASE CALL US FOR

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE

William Bryant
Owner

(682) 803-3564
william.bryant8@icloud.com

William Bryant
Owner
William Bryant
Owner

Big & Small 
Custom Fences & Repairs

• WROUGHT IRON
• CHAIN LINK
• FENCE STAIN
• WOOD FENCE & GATES

(682) 803-3564
william.bryant8@icloud.com
(682) 803-3564
william.bryant8@icloud.com

FREE ESTIMATES
We guarantee to match 

or beat any written 
estimate

Raines Restoration & Remodeling
Timothy L. Raines

Contractor
(361) 488 -3267

rainesrestorationsremodeling@gmail.com

Finish Carpentry
Crown Molding
Baseboard, Trim

Decks
Pergolas, Awnings
Handicap Ramps

Total Remodel
Concrete, Electric
Doors, Windows

30 Years Experience Independent Benefits Consultant
granburyinsure@aol.com

Diabetic? 
Heart Issues?
CALL NOW!

Constitution Camp
PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

From June 17-21, Constitution Camp was held at the Langdon Center Concert Hall and the grounds of the Langdon Center. The camp 
was open to children aged 7 to 13 and aimed to educate them about the United States Constitution.
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LIFESTYLE
Bowling us over: Pins 
Alley’s winning formula

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

Pins Bowling Alley, for-
merly known as Granbury 
Lanes, has been a staple of 
local entertainment since 
its inception in the 1980s. 
Under the ownership of 
Josh Jensen, Pins continues 
to offer a fun and engaging 
outlet for families and indi-
viduals alike.

Jensen, whose family 
owns Newscope Marketing 
for Ford Motor Company, 
saw an opportunity to bring 
more entertainment op-
tions to the area. “Honestly, 
it was for sale and the price 
was pretty reasonable,” 
Jensen said. “There really 
wasn’t much for families 
to do in Granbury, so it 
seemed like a great oppor-
tunity to provide a place for 
people to come together 
and have fun.”

After acquiring the bowl-
ing alley from Maureen 
Wolf, Jensen made signifi-
cant changes. “When we 
took it over, we wiped out 
the entire place, went in 
with a bobcat, and leveled 
every wall,” he explained. 
“We entirely redid the 
layout, repositioned the 
kitchen and bar, and raised 
the ceilings. The pinsetters 
are the original Brunswick 
A2s from 1957, which adds 
a nostalgic touch.”

Pins Bowling Alley is busi-
est on Mondays, Thursdays, 

and weekends. “We keep 
pretty busy during week-
nights with leagues,” 
Jensen noted. “We have two 
senior leagues on Monday 
and Friday, mixed leagues 
on Monday and Wednesday 
nights, and we’re starting a 
youth clinic this July.”

Despite the constant 

need for maintenance and 
repairs, Jensen credits his 
team’s dedication for the 
alley’s smooth operation. 
“I have a great team of 
managers who help keep 
everything running,” he 
said. “It’s a blessing. I have 
a food and beverage man-
ager who runs the kitchen. 

I have a head mechanic in 
the back, a manager at the 
front desk, and an indis-
pensable lead bartender.”

One of Pins’ most popu-
lar attractions is Glow Bowl, 
held Friday and Saturday 
nights. Jensen, who grew 

Ridge Roberts: 
Fiddle virtuoso 
wins National 
Championship
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

Ridge Roberts, a 21-year-
old fiddle prodigy from 
Granbury, clinched the 
title of National Grand 
Champion at the National 
Fiddle Contest in Weiser, 
Idaho, June 22. Adding an-
other accolade to his already 
impressive career, Roberts’ 
prizes included $2,400, 
a bronze trophy, a cham-
pion’s jacket, a belt buckle 
and a certificate.

Known for his exceptional 
talent and dedication to the 
craft, Roberts’ journey in 
music began at the tender 
age of 7. He was inspired by 
his father’s fiddle-playing. 

“My dad started play-
ing the fiddle in his 40s 
but stopped when he had a 
family,” Roberts recounted. 
“I heard him play a couple 
of times and was instantly 
hooked. He showed me the 
tunes he knew, and I never 

put it down after that.”
Roberts’ musical jour-

ney is deeply rooted in 
his family. Despite having 
three somewhat musically 
inclined brothers, Ridge is 
the only one who pursued 
the fiddle seriously. “One 
of my older brothers played 
the saxophone, and another 
briefly played the fiddle,” 
Roberts shared. His father 
now primarily focuses on 
working on fiddles.

Homeschooled during his 
formative years, Roberts 
credits his flexible educa-
tion model for allowing him 
the time to hone his craft, 
travel to gigs, and par-
ticipate in fiddle contests 
across the United States. His 
parents’ support was instru-
mental, with his mother of-
ten driving him to competi-
tions and lessons while his 
father worked.

“I started taking lessons 
from Joey McKenzie when 

Goodbye to a river
How Lake Granbury  
transformed Hood County
BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the  
Hood County News 
micky@hcnews.com

As someone who has 
lived in the Granbury/Hood 
County area for almost 40 
years now, I’ve definite-
ly been witness to a lot of 
change. When I moved here 
in the mid-‘80s, the first red 
light you encountered on U.S. 
Highway 377 coming into 
town from Fort Worth was 
the one at Davis Road, where 
the Kentucky Fried Chicken 
and Davis Crossing Shopping 
Center are located. 

As you headed west on 
the U.S. 377 Bypass, there 
were a few eating places on 
either side of the highway, 
but not many. A seafood 
restaurant called Key Largo 
used to sit where the Aldi 
Grocery Store is now located. 
Of course, the Around the 
Clock Grill, Granbury’s only 
24-hour business at the time, 
was where the current Sonic 
Drive-In is located.

The old Walmart (pre-Su-
per Center days), where the 
current Stonewater Church is 
located, was literally on the 

edge of town. All the devel-
opment west of it — the new 
Walmart Super Center and 
all the development that now 
exists between it and the lake 
— was still years away.

Before you start bemoan-
ing all that growth and 
change, you should probably 
know that the growth I’ve 
seen in my time here pales 
in comparison to what locals 
experienced in the decade 
from 1970-1980. What was 
the catalyst for all this rapid 
growth? You’ve probably 
guessed it if you’ve read this 
far into this article. If you 
said the building of Lake 
Granbury, you’re correct.

Whatever one might say 
about Lake Granbury, it is 
much more than just a pic-
turesque body of water. It is 
a testament to vision, per-
severance and the transfor-
mative power of develop-
ment. Indeed, the damming 
of the Brazos River to form 
Lake Granbury stands as 
the single most transforma-
tive event in the history of 
Granbury and Hood County. 

This monumental project, 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PINS BOWLING ALLEY

Glow bowling at Pins Bowling Alley. In addition to bowling, Pins serves delicious food with a diverse menu ranging from appetizers to 
gourmet sandwiches to pizza. There is live music Thursday nights and various digital games like archery and castle destruction, appealing to both 
kids and adults. 

Adult men enjoying an evening of bowling.

PLEASE SEE FIDDLE | C2

PLEASE SEE LAKE | C3

PHOTO COURTESY OF RIDGE ROBERTS

Ridge Roberts accepts a certificate and trophy for winning the 
National Championship Fiddle Contest in Weiser, Idaho.

League bowling at Pins Bowling Alley.

PLEASE SEE PINS | C3
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Keep your cool
 preventing heat-related illness in Texas
BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the  
Hood County News

As if it were a seasoned 
actor waiting for its cue 
line to enter a scene, the 
Texas heat has taken center 
stage. Just a few days after 
summer officially arrived, 
so did our first 100-degree 
day last weekend. To no 
one’s surprise, the National 
Weather Service has issued 
its first heat advisory of the 
summer. 

If you’ve experienced at 
least one Texas summer, 
you know it’s essential to 
stay informed about heat-
related illnesses and how 
to prevent them. During 
extremely hot and humid 
weather, your body strug-
gles to cool itself effectively. 
When the body heats up too 
quickly or loses too much 
fluid or salt through dehy-
dration or sweating, the risk 
of heat-related illness in-
creases. Understanding the 
symptoms and knowing the 
right first aid measures can 
be lifesaving. Here’s how 
you can stay safe and enjoy 
your summer.

RECOGNIZING  
HEAT-RELATED ILLNESSES

Heat cramps Heat cramps 
are often the first indication 
that your body is struggling 
with the heat. These painful 
muscle cramps and spasms, 
usually occurring in the legs 
and abdomen, are accompa-
nied by heavy sweating.

SYMPTOMS:
• Painful muscle cramps 

and spasms
• Heavy sweating

FIRST AID:
Apply firm pressure on 

the cramping muscles or 
gently massage them.

Provide sips of water 
unless the person feels 
nauseous; then stop giving 
water.

Seek medical attention if 
cramps last longer than one 
hour.

Heat exhaustion When 
heat cramps are not ad-
dressed, they can escalate to 
heat exhaustion. This con-
dition is marked by heavy 
sweating, weakness, cool 
and clammy skin, a rapid 
pulse and potential dizzi-
ness or fainting.

SYMPTOMS:
• Heavy sweating
• Weakness or tiredness
• Cool, pale, clammy skin
• Fast, weak pulse

• Muscle cramps, dizzi-
ness, nausea or vomiting, 
headache, fainting

FIRST AID:
Move the person to a cool-

er environment, preferably 
one that is air-conditioned.

Loosen clothing and apply 
cool, wet cloths, or have the 
person sit in a cool bath.

Offer sips of water.
Seek medical attention if 

vomiting occurs, symptoms 
worsen, or last longer than 
an hour.

Heat stroke Heat stroke 
is a severe and potentially 
fatal condition where the 
body can no longer regu-
late its temperature. This 
requires immediate medical 
attention.

SYMPTOMS:
• Throbbing headache
• Confusion
• Nausea
• Dizziness
• Body temperature above 

103°F
• Hot, red, dry or damp 

skin
• Rapid and strong pulse
• Fainting or loss of 

consciousness

FIRST AID:
Call 911 or get the person 

to a hospital immediately.
Move the person to a 

cooler, air-conditioned 
environment.

Reduce body temperature 
with cool cloths or a bath.

Do not give fluids.

TIPS FOR PREVENTING  
HEAT-RELATED ILLNESS

Stay cool
Wear appropriate cloth-

ing: Opt for lightweight, 
loose-fitting clothes.

Stay cool indoors: Spend 
as much time as possible 
in air-conditioned places. If 
your home lacks air con-
ditioning, visit places like 
shopping malls or public 
libraries. Even a few hours 
in a cool environment can 
make a big difference when 
you return to the heat. 
Check with your local health 
department for heat-re-
lief shelters in your area. 
Reduce indoor heat by using 
your stove and oven less.

Take cool showers or 
baths: A cool shower or 
bath can help you cool off 
quickly.

Schedule outdoor activi-
ties carefully

Limit outdoor activities: 
Try to restrict outdoor ac-
tivities to the cooler parts of 
the day, such as early morn-
ing or evening hours.

Rest often in shady areas: 
Allow your body to recover 
by taking frequent breaks in 
shaded areas.

PACE YOURSELF
Cut down on exercise: 

Reduce your physical activi-
ties in hot weather. If you’re 
not used to working out in 
the heat, start slowly and 
gradually increase your 
pace.

Know when to stop: If 
the heat makes your heart 
race and leaves you gasping 
for breath, stop all activity. 
Move to a cool or shaded 
area and rest, especially if 
you feel lightheaded, con-
fused, weak or faint.

WEAR SUNSCREEN
Prevent sunburn: Sunburn 

can impede your body’s 
ability to cool down and 
increase the risk of dehy-
dration. If you need to be 
outdoors, wear a wide-
brimmed hat, sunglasses, 
and sunscreen with SPF 15 
or higher. Apply sunscreen 
30 minutes before going out 
and reapply according to 
the instructions.

STAY HYDRATED
Drink plenty of fluids: 

Increase your fluid intake, 
regardless of your activity 
level. Don’t wait until you’re 
thirsty to drink. Avoid sug-
ary or alcoholic drinks, as 
they can cause you to lose 
more body fluid. Also, steer 
clear of very cold drinks, 
which can cause stomach 
cramps.

Replace salts and miner-
als: When you sweat heavily, 
you lose salt and minerals 
that need to be replaced. 
Drinking sports drinks can 
help replenish these lost 
nutrients. If you are on a 
low-salt diet or have medical 
conditions like diabetes or 
high blood pressure, consult 
your doctor before consum-
ing sports beverages or salt 
tablets.

CONCLUSION
By recognizing the symp-

toms of heat-related illness-
es and taking appropriate 
preventive measures, you 
can enjoy the Texas summer 
safely. Remember, staying 
cool, pacing yourself, wear-
ing sunscreen and staying 
hydrated are key strategies 
to beat the heat. For more 
detailed information on 
heat-related illnesses, visit 
the NWS and/or CDC web-
sites. Stay cool … and safe, 
Hood County!

COURTESY PHOTO

If you’ve experienced at least one Texas summer, you know it’s essential to stay informed about heat-
related illnesses and how to prevent them.

I was 10,” said Roberts. 
“Joey has been my mentor 
for about 10 years, and now 
we play in a band called the 
Western Flyers, a Western 
swing trio inspired by Bob 
Wills’ music.”

Roberts’ dedication to the 
fiddle was evident from the 
beginning. Initially practic-
ing for 30 minutes daily in 
exchange for video game 
time, he quickly grew more 
passionate, eventually dedi-
cating most of his day to the 
instrument. “I was home-
schooled, so after school-
work, I had all day to sit 
around and play,” he said.

One of Roberts’ most 
memorable experiences was 
performing at the Grand 
Ole Opry in 2021, a reward 
for winning a fiddle contest 
in Nashville in 2019 right 
before the pandemic struck. 
He had to wait a year, but 
said, “It was an amazing 
experience. Although I only 
played for 40 seconds, it 
was unforgettable.”

Roberts shared a story 
about an unusual mishap 
he faced while perform-
ing at the contest in Weiser. 
“The A string on my fiddle 
broke on the second note,” 
he recalled. “I had to quickly 
change the string and get 
back on stage. Despite this 
setback, the performance 

was fine — it all went well.”
Roberts’ musical talents 

extend beyond the fiddle; 
he plays guitar, sings and 
writes songs. “I started 
composing my own tunes 
early on because I didn’t 
have access to many fiddle 
tunes,” he said. One such 
composition, “Goliad,” writ-
ten in honor of the Battle 
of Goliad, is available to 
view on YouTube. He also 
recorded a fiddle CD about 
four years ago and is work-
ing on a new album with the 
Western Flyers, which is ex-
pected to be released in the 
coming months.

“I perform about 80 
shows a year with the 
Flyers and travel around 
the country for various 
gigs,” Roberts noted. In ad-
dition to performing with 
the Western Flyers, Roberts 
plays at local nursing homes 
through a contract with 
Wings Over Texas, a hospice 
company founded by Robin 
Houghton, who taught 
Roberts’ father to play the 
fiddle.

Reflecting on his approach 
to music and his recent vic-
tory, Roberts shared, “For 
the Grand Ole Opry, I didn’t 
need to prepare specifi-
cally because I had played 
the tune many times. The 
same goes for the National 
Championship. It’s about 
being ready for anything,” 
he said. His dedication to 

practice fosters adaptability 
and preparedness.

Roberts is passionate 
about traditional country 
music and Western swing. 
When asked about the cur-
rent state of country music, 
Roberts said, “There’s not 
much of a role for the fiddle 
in modern country music. I 
don’t keep up with who’s on 
the charts. The newest thing 
I listen to is probably George 
Strait. I hope there’s a turn 
towards traditional country 
music,” he said, preferring 
instruments like the fiddle, 
steel guitar and drums over 
digital music.

Roberts describes Western 
Swing as “dance music,” 
a style originating in the 
1930s with bands like the 
Light Crust Doughboys, led 
by Milton Brown and Bob 
Wills. “Western Swing is 
the official state music of 
Texas, which hardly any-
body knows,” he said. “I’m a 
Texas-style fiddle player all 
the way.”

Despite his achievements, 
Roberts remains humble 
and grateful. “I haven’t 
faced many challenges in 
my years of playing. The 
biggest was struggling with 
my second tune, ‘Ashokan 
Farewell,’ but I’ve been 
steadily progressing since 
then,” he shared. “I’m a per-
fectionist, always paying at-
tention to details and striv-

PHOTO COURTESY OF RIDGE ROBERTS

Ridge Roberts and his rhythm guitar team after Roberts’ championship win on Saturday. (L to R) Darrin 
Meeks, Hyatt Hopkins, Ridge Roberts, and Tim Hodgson.
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completed in 1969, not only 
altered the physical land-
scape but also catalyzed a 
wave of economic, social 
and cultural changes that re-
shaped the entire region.

The initial concept for 
Lake Granbury was part of a 
broader six-dam master plan 
conceived in 1935 by the 
founding members of the 
Brazos River Conservation 
and Reclamation District, 
now known as the Brazos 
River Authority or BRA. 

However, funding chal-
lenges and the changing 
priorities of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ flood 
control projects delayed 
its realization. Originally 
intended to be a hydroelec-
tric facility, the DeCordova 
Bend site was repurposed 
as a water supply source for 
steam-electric production. 
This shift was facilitated by 
a contract with TXU Electric, 
which purchased water for 
industrial use, including 
cooling water for a natu-
ral gas-fired steam electric 
power plant on the reservoir. 
Notably, this project’s fund-
ing was achieved without us-
ing tax dollars.

In 1961, over 300 peo-
ple gathered to listen to 
BRA board member Walter 
Humphrey outline the plans 
for the dam. As reported in 
the March 2, 1961 edition 
of the Hood County News 
Tablet, Humphrey declared, 
“A dream which began 30 
years ago is close to realiza-
tion now.” His words echoed 
the community’s optimism 
and anticipation.

The benefits of the new 
lake were widely recog-
nized. An article in the Hood 
County News Tablet Oct. 17, 
1963, listed the advantages, 
including a reliable water 
supply, enhanced recreation-
al opportunities, increased 
tourism and economic 
growth. 

The proposed construction 

of the DeCordova Bend Dam 
also inspired literary work. 
John Graves’ book, “Goodbye 
to a River,” captures the es-
sence of the Brazos River 
and the impending changes 
brought about by the dam’s 
construction. The Fort 
Worth Press aptly described 
the project as a “Bonanza,” 
highlighting the anticipated 
boom in the area.

These predictions proved 
accurate as Granbury and 
Hood County experienced a 
significant population and 
economic boom following 
the dam’s completion. More 
on that in a moment.

Construction of the 
DeCordova Bend Dam com-
menced Dec. 15, 1966. 
This massive concrete and 
earthen structure, standing 
84 feet tall and housing 16 
floodgates, was named after 
Jacob Raphael De Cordova. 
De Cordova, a prominent 
land agent and colonizer, 
played a significant role 
in the area during the late 
1830s following the Texas 
Revolution. His contribu-
tions to the development 
of Texas, including serving 
a term in the Texas House 
of Representatives in 1847, 

made him a fitting namesake 
for this monumental project.

The start of construc-
tion in December 1966 
marked the beginning of a 
new era for Hood County. 
Restaurants, hotels, car 
dealerships, and subdivi-
sions sprang up, reshaping 
the small town of Granbury. 
The dam was completed and 
water impoundment began 
Sept. 15, 1969, officially giv-
ing birth to Lake Granbury. A 
formal dedication, attended 
by hundreds, was held in the 
spring of 1970.

The impact of Lake 
Granbury on the local com-
munity was profound. 
Between 1970 and 1980, 
Hood County ranked sixth 
among all U.S. counties for 
the highest growth rate, ac-
cording to the Texas State 
Historical Association. The 
reservoir completion turned 
the county into a popular 
recreation and resort cen-
ter and retirement commu-
nity. The number of retail 
establishments in Hood 
County skyrocketed from 
192 in 1970 to 777 in 1980. 
The population tripled from 
5,443 in 1960 to 17,714 in 
1980, reflecting the transfor-

mative effect of the lake.
Today, Lake Granbury re-

mains a vital water supply 
source and is a thriving habi-
tat, stocked with various spe-
cies of fish such as striped 
bass, white bass, largemouth 
bass, channel and flathead 

catfish, crappie and sunfish, 
making it a popular destina-
tion for fishing enthusiasts.

From its conception in the 
1930s to its realization in 
the late 1960s, the lake has 
profoundly impacted this 
community. By converting a 

dusty, sleepy little town into 
a vibrant hub of recreation, 
tourism and community 
growth, the creation of Lake 
Granbury has left an indel-
ible mark, forever changing 
the destiny of Granbury and 
its surrounding areas.

I’VE BEEN THINKING

The current world of commercial flying

Many of us have had the 
experience of flying commer-
cially, either nationally or in-
ternationally, to our desired 
destination. Flying used 
to be enjoyable — simply 
purchase your ticket, check 
in with your luggage, make 
your way to the appropriate 
gate, and wait to board your 
flight. It was rather simple 
and usually pleasant. But it 
is certainly not in today’s 
world. You contend with 
restrictions on everything 
from the size of your carry-
on to the weight of your 
checked luggage to the num-
ber of ounces for liquids. 

Now … about airports …
People used to dress ap-

propriately for flying — from 
business casual to Sunday 
attire. Now some folks on 
board look like they crawled 
from a rag bag. Passengers 
used to sit in seats wide 
enough to take a deep breath 
without bumping into the 
person next to you. To make 
the flight as pleasant as 
possible, passengers used 
to be able to stretch their 
legs so their knees were not 

bent at a 90-degree angle. 
Not now. I would suggest 
airlines offer departing pas-
sengers a squirt of WD-40 
to loosen their locked-up 
knees.

The world’s largest airport 
is the same size as New York 
City. King Fahd International 
Airport near Dammam, 
Saudi Arabia, has a larger 
area than any other airport. 
It’s 780 square kilometers, 
or about 300 square miles. 
That’s almost the size of 
New York City — yes, all 
five boroughs. As Guinness 
World Records points out, 
it’s larger than the entire 
neighboring country of 
Bahrain, which has three air-
ports of its own.

ATL is the world’s busiest 
airport. Hartsfield–Jackson 
Atlanta International Airport 
in Atlanta, Georgia, is the 
busiest airport in the world 
for passengers, serving 
93,699,630 people in 2022 
— and aside from a brief blip 
in 2020, it has held the No. 1 
spot since 1998. It’s not even 
close: The next-busiest air-
port for passengers, Dallas/

Fort Worth International 
Airport, was more than 20 
million people behind in 
2022. So why is it so popu-
lar? First, there aren’t a lot 
of other international air-
ports in the immediate area, 
so it’s the closest interna-
tional airport for much of 
the South. It’s also Delta Air 
Lines’ biggest hub. It makes 
a lot of sense for transfers, 
too. According to the air-
port, it’s within a two-hour 
flight of around 80% of the 
population of the United 
States — and unlike the ma-
jor metropolitan areas that 
you’d maybe expect to be the 
busiest, it doesn’t have to 
deal with traffic from other 
nearby airports.

The world’s tallest air traf-
fic control tower is in Saudia 
Arabia. The tower at Jeddah 
King Abdulaziz International 
Airport in Saudi Arabia 
stands at 136 meters (446 
feet), and surpassed the 
next-tallest tower, at Kuala 
Lumpur International 
Airport in Malaysia, in 2017. 
The tower in Saudi Arabia 
is about as tall as the Great 
Pyramid of Giza.

Airlines pad times to make 
flights appear punctual. On 
paper, flights take a lot lon-
ger than they used to, even 
though the airports are lo-
cated in the same place and 
the planes haven’t gotten 
slower. It’s because airlines 
have started adding some 

extra wiggle room so that a 
plane has a better chance of 
landing at its destination on 
time, even if it has a delayed 
departure. Despite this, 
around 30% of planes still 
arrive more than 15 minutes 
after their scheduled arrival 
time.

The shortest commercial 
runway is in the Caribbean. 
The island of Saba, located 
in the Lesser Antilles, is only 
around 5 square miles, so 
there’s not a lot of room for 
an airport. (The island is 

also filled with rocky cliffs 
— it’s the tip of an underwa-
ter volcano.) They make do 
with only 900 feet of usable 
runway. For context, the 
typical commercial runway 
is between 8,000 and 13,000 
feet long.

An Amsterdam airport in 
Holland has a giant park in-
side. Airport Schiphol has all 
sorts of quirky, cozy ameni-
ties, including a library, an 
art gallery, and three-dimen-
sional cow tiles, but Airport 
Park blows them all away. 

The green oasis opened in 
2011, and while the vast ma-
jority of the plants are fake, 
it’s built around the very 
real trunk of a 130-year-old 
copper beech tree. To give 
the illusion of the outdoors, 
the airport pipes in parklike 
sounds such as birdsong. 
Visitors can even hop on a 
bike that also charges their 
phone. For a real breath of 
fresh air, there’s a small out-
door terrace.

Carol Goodman Heizer is an author who 
moved to Hood County from Louisville, 
Kentucky in 2019. She has had short stories 
and articles published in six editions of 
“Chicken Soup for the Soul” books. Her column 
for the Hood County News will appear every 
two weeks. She was a public school teacher for 
17 years, earlier in her professional career.

BY CAROL GOODMAN HEIZER

LAKE
FROM PAGE C1

COURTESY PHOTO

Passengers used to sit in seats wide enough to take a deep breath without bumping into the person next 
to you.

up in the picturesque land-
scapes of Washington with 
its stunning mountain and 
forest views, reminisced, 
“We used to enjoy the out-
doors during the summer 
without melting in the heat. 
Incorporating Glow Bowl at 
Pins in Granbury was a no-
brainer. It’s a big draw.” 

In addition to bowling, 
Pins serves delicious food 

with a diverse menu ranging 
from appetizers to gourmet 
sandwiches to pizza. There 
is live music Thursday 
nights and various digi-
tal games like archery and 
castle destruction, appeal-
ing to both kids and adults. 
The alley also hosts numer-
ous fundraisers, supporting 
local sports teams and com-
munity members in need.

Running a bowling alley 
comes with its challeng-
es, especially with Texas’ 
heat affecting the AC units 

and the aging pinsetters 
requiring constant atten-
tion. However, Jensen finds 
great joy in the community 
aspect of the business. “I’ve 
met a lot of good people 
and regulars who are genu-
inely nice,” he said. “I enjoy 
the freedom of not having 
a 9-to-5 job and the unique 
hours that come with run-
ning a bowling alley.”

Looking ahead, Jensen has 
plans for the extra property 
adjacent to the bowling al-
ley. “We’ve deliberated on 

putting in some batting cag-
es,” he shared, highlighting 
his commitment to expand-
ing the recreational offer-
ings for Granbury residents.

Jensen and his wife, 
Brittni, have a 6-month-old 
son; they appreciate the 
family-friendly environ-
ment Pins Bowling Alley 
has helped to foster. “My 
son will definitely grow up 
bowling, but whatever sport 
he wants to play is great,” 
Jensen said.

The COVID-19 pandemic 

posed significant challeng-
es, but Pins Bowling Alley 
weathered the storm. “We 
were able to maintain some 
staff and do to-go orders,” 
Jensen recalled. “The PPP 
funding helped keep every-
one on payroll, and after 
reopening, 2021 and 2022 
were some of our best years 
ever. People were eager to 
come back out and have 
fun.”

Through dedication, com-
munity support, and a pas-
sion for providing a fun and 

safe environment, Jensen 
has turned Pins Bowling 
Alley into a beloved local in-
stitution. As he continues to 
innovate and expand, Pins 
remains a cornerstone of 
entertainment in Granbury, 
bringing joy to families 
and individuals for years to 
come.

For more information 
about Pins Bowling Alley, 
visit https://pinsbowlingal-
ley.com 

PINS
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DeCordova Bend Dam groundbreaking, Dec. 15, 1966

COURTESY PHOTOS

DeCordova Bend Dam construction, June 1968

DeCordova Bend Dam dedication, Spring 1970



C4   Hood County News SATURDAY, June 29, 2024

www.hcnews.com

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
It feels refreshing, just like 

you want it to be on a day 
like today. You’ve been wait-
ing for weeks to sit on a deck 
chair, enjoy a cold adult bev-
erage, and then ease yourself 
into the water to float awhile. 
Or climb up and take a dive, 
g’wan, let’s see it. The wa-
ter’s perfect so, as in the new 
book “Swimming Pretty” by 
Vicki Valosik, show us what 
you’ve got.

Nineteen-year-old 
Benjamin Franklin was just 
showing off.

Heading home on a boat 
after a “day’s amusements,” 
Franklin’s friends eagerly 
begged him for a show of his 
talents in the water. Franklin, 
whom Valosik says abso-
lutely “loved ... an audience,” 
stripped down naked, leaped 
overboard and proceeded to 
do what few men of his age 
dared to do: he swam. 

As for women in the early 
1700s, swimming was flat-
out unheard of. It hadn’t 
been long, after all, since 
women who could swim 
were accused of witchcraft.

In ancient Greece and 
Rome, swimming was a pas-
time men and women both 
enjoyed. To be able to swim 
was a sign of intelligence 
then, and a way to honor 
the gods of the sea. When 
Christianity arrived, though, 

swimming was seen as indul-
gent, excessive, scandalous, 
even pagan — an attitude 
that barely changed for hun-
dreds of years.

Shortly after Franklin’s 
little exhibit, the benefits 
of being in the water were 
confirmed.

Suddenly, natation was 
a “science” to be learned. 
Men swam often, often in 
the nude; women, on the 
other hand, were expected 
to remain modest, using 
bathing machines for a 
quick dip in the drink. After 
public pools and bathhous-
es became popular, women 
were welcomed to watch the 
aquatics, thus learning that 
swimming could help keep 
them fit — though the tight 
costumes female swimmers 
wore weren’t perceived as 
“respectable.” By the turn 
of the century, however, the 
unabashed “’New Woman’ 
hiked her heavy skirts and 
entered squarely into ... more 
‘male’ spaces ...”

Especially the aquatic 
ones.

So the plan is to dig your 
toe in the sand this summer, 
or watch the world pass by at 
the side of a pool. Either way, 
you’ll want something to 
read, and “Swimming Pretty” 
is perfect.

If you’ve only got time for 
a quick dip, author Vicki 
Valosik lets you get your 

feet wet with many pictures 
to browse, which will make 
you long to go deeper into 
this fascinating pocket of 
hidden culture. Brush the 
sand off your bottom and 
dive in, knowing this book 
isn’t just about taking to the 
water: within its pages, you’ll 
wade into world attitudes, 
women’s suffrage, the rise of 

American interests in exer-
cise and fitness, and a look 
at the way we like our vaca-
tions and our leisure. Wave 
good-bye to your time.

If you enjoy reading about 
movies, theater and other 
pop culture, this is the book 
to have; if you like history, 
you’ll be right in your depth. 
Pack “Swimming Pretty” and 

a waterproof bookmark in 
your beach tote and jump 

right in.

BOOK REVIEW

Come on in, the water’s perfect

COURTESY PHOTOS

Vicki Valosik

“Swimming Pretty: The Untold Story of Women in Water” by Vicki 
Valosik, c.2024, Liveright, $28.99, 422 pages

ing to improve.”
Roberts hopes to continue 

playing with the Western 
Flyers and possibly lead a 
band in the future. “I want 
to keep improving my fiddle 
playing, singing and song-
writing. I’m just trying to 
make as many connections 
as possible and see where 
God leads me,” he said.

Roberts also gives fiddle 
lessons to all ages, aiming to 
keep the art alive. “Fiddling 
is a dying art, and not many 
people play the fiddle. I’m 

trying to keep it alive by 
teaching others and getting 
them hooked,” he said. He 
believes Western Swing has 
a unique charm that appeals 
to many once they hear it. 
“It’s happy music, and peo-
ple love it even if they don’t 
know what it is.”

Roberts’ influences in-
clude Bob Wills, Merle 
Haggard and Texas-style 
fiddle player Terry Morris. 
He dreams of playing at 
the Ryman Auditorium, the 
original home of the Grand 
Ole Opry.

“It’s apparent that what 
I have is a gift from God. 

I can’t take any credit for 
it, and I’m just glad I get 
to share it with people,” 
Roberts said.

As Roberts continues his 
musical journey, his dedica-
tion and passion for pre-
serving traditional fiddle 
music remain unwavering, 
inspiring many along the 
way. For more information 
or to see Robert’s perfor-
mance schedule, visit: ridg-
eroberrrts.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF RIDGE ROBERTS

After being named National Grand Champion at the Fiddle competition, Ridge Roberts receives a congratulatory hug from 1982 National Champion John Francis.

Ridge Roberts on fiddle warming up with Tim Hodgson before the third round at the National 
Championship Fiddle Competition on Saturday, June 22.
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SAME PAPER
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

FIDDLE
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Radio Operators Field day

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Often referred to as “ham radio,” the Amateur Radio Service 
has been around for a century and has grown into a worldwide 
community of licensed operators. On June 22-23, the members 

of the Hood County Amateur Radio Club (HCARC) participated in 
the annual ARRL (Amateur Radio Relay League) Field Day, held 

during the last weekend of June. Local HCARC members set up at 
the Granbury Reunion Grounds for 24 hours to contact amateur 

radio operators across the United States, Canada, and beyond. Their 
goal was to ‘Be Radio Active” and make as many radio contacts as 

possible from remote locations with other amateur radio operators. 
Field Day is a time when various aspects of Amateur Radio come 
together to highlight its diverse roles and to practice emergency 

response capabilities. It offers an excellent opportunity to 
demonstrate Amateur Radio to organizations that it might serve in 
an emergency, as well as to the general public. The HCARC holds its 

monthly meetings on the first Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Hood County Emergency Operations Center.



C6   Hood County News SATURDAY, June 29, 2024

www.hcnews.com

VETERAN’S VOICE

Avoid stress on family members by being prepared

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

Auxiliary fundraiser shines brightly in raising funds for emergency volunteers

I’ve covered this subject 
before, but it is becoming 
increasingly important for 
me to remind everyone how 
important record reviews 
are, not only if you are still 
in the military but after you 
leave or retire.

While on active duty as a 
personnel senior sergeant, 
we arranged for annual re-
cord reviews for every sin-
gle soldier in our charge. At 
division level, we traveled 
in teams to units and what 
we found was pretty scary. 
Soldiers who divorced never 
changed their Soldiers 
Group Life Insurance, mean-
ing if they should die, their 
former spouse would re-
ceive the insurance money. 
They didn’t update their SF 
93 which designates who 
would receive unpaid pay 
and allowances at the time 
of the soldier’s death. I fear 
I could potentially run into 
this again with veterans and 
military retirees, creating a 
nightmare for the surviving 
spouses. Its critical to make 
sure your beneficiaries are 
reviewed and updated on 
all insurance, annuities and 
survivor benefits programs 
especially after a divorce, a 
beneficiary dies or a child 
is grown and moved on and 
the spouse may need to be 
the sole beneficiary. 

If a retiree is divorced and 
remarried, the new spouse 
should know where the 
divorce decree is, if the for-
mer spouse is still desig-
nee for survivor benefits or 
if the designee for unpaid 
retired pay is up to date. 
Also, the spouse needs to 
know if the retiree even paid 
into the Survivor Benefit 
Program and which pro-
gram they enrolled in so 
they don’t expect a portion 
of the retiree’s annuity and 
get a surprise after death 
that a smaller amount than 
expected is coming or noth-
ing at all. If a former spouse 
passes away before the mili-
tary retiree, and they were 
designated as the benefi-
ciary, it is critical to update 
that information with the 
new spouse immediately. 

In the case of military re-
tirees there are two benefits 
that come from Defense 
Finance and Accounting 
Office the spouse should be 
aware of and those are the 
month of death entitlement 
and the SBP. Month of death 
means if the veteran died on 
day 15, the designated ben-
eficiary will receive those 15 
days pay owed to the retir-
ee. Survivor Benefit Program 
or SBP requires payment 
of a monthly premium and 
pays a portion of that re-

tired pay to the surviving 
spouse monthly. Payment 
of that monthly premium 
must be up to date or DFAS 
will require the survivor to 
pay “back premium” before 
they will pay out the annu-
ity; sometimes after calcula-
tions, it may be more than 
you would get in the long 
run depending on the age 
of the beneficiary. Military 
retirees should create a 
MYPAY account https://
mypay.dfas.mil/#/ so they 
can review and print their 
monthly annuity statement 

which will show SBP premi-
um deductions, beneficia-
ries, etc., and changes can 
be made online. Veterans 
should make sure survivors 
know where insurance poli-
cies, DD214s, wills, and oth-
er important papers are to 
avoid unnecessary stress on 
the family and so they can 
ensure the veterans wishes 
are followed. 

Information about retiree 
and annuitant pay, forms 
and general questions may 
be found at https://www.
dfas.mil/. Report a military 

retiree’s death by calling 
1-800-321-1080 or by go-
ing to the DFAS website and 
choosing the survivor drop 
down menu to complete a 
form online. Our office will 
also assist with applying 
for retiree survivor ben-
efits through DFAS. SBP is 
not the same as Dependent 
Indemnity Compensation 
or DIC, which is a VA ben-
efit for survivors of service 
members who die on active 
duty or veterans whose 
cause of death is considered 
“service connected.” 

Veterans and retirees 
should discuss their ben-
efits with their spouses so 
they have an understanding 
of their entitlements in case 
of disability or death. If the 
veteran is not sure, or needs 
information to help the 
spouse better understand 
VA benefits, please contact 
our office for an appoint-
ment. Our office will be 
closed Thursday and Friday, 
July 4 and 5, and will reopen 
Monday, July 8. 

The Pecan Plantation 
Volunteer Fire Department/
Emergency Medical Service 
Auxiliary is celebrat-
ing a successful day with 
Cowtown Gold and Silver 
and the profits generated for 
our community’s emergency 
personnel. The day netted 
over $1,300, every penny of 
which benefits our neigh-
borhood, and the auxiliary 

thanks supporters of the 
event who brought metals to 
be evaluated and sold, pur-
chased auxiliary t-shirts and 
supported the betterment of 
Pecan. Special accolades go 
to volunteers Patty Eatmon, 
Joy Rice, Jill and Tommy 
Hosek, Terry Vaux, Juana 
Brookshire and Emily Kinney 
who hosted the day’s events.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
In addition, the auxiliary is 

seeking a dynamic volunteer 
to chair the 2024 Pecan Arts 
and Crafts Fair Saturday, 
Sept. 28, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the PAC. This occa-
sion is the longest running 
fundraiser hosted by the 
auxiliary, and certainly one 
of the most popular. For de-
tails, call Donna Bullis 817-
454-0422 or Seleta Webster 
806-646-0656.

MEETING TIME
The next meeting of the 

PPVFD/EMS Auxiliary is 
set for Monday, July 1 at 
the EMS building located at 
9518 Monticello Drive. Folks 
may come at 6 p.m. to enjoy 

a potluck meal and social 
prior to the 7 p.m. business 
meeting. Top priority for 
the evening’s work will be 
the upcoming golf tourna-
ment fundraiser that has 
been delayed from April and 
rescheduled for Saturday, 
July 27, on the Pecan course. 
Attendees will receive details 
and updates on the adjust-
ments to the event that have 
occurred because of the date 
change. Having volunteers 
present and informed helps 
ensure a successful tourna-
ment day. The golf tourna-
ment is the auxiliary’s larg-
est annual fundraiser and 
best opportunity to secure 
funds for our neighbor-
hood’s emergency person-

nel. Discussion will also take 
place concerning the arts 
and crafts fair coming in the 
fall as well as the auxiliary’s 
campaign to recruit new offi-
cers for the coming year. All 
Pecan ladies and gentlemen 
interested in fundraising for 
our emergency volunteers 
are invited to attend.

CANDLE CREATION
A candlemaking class with 

“Scents of Humor” is today, 
Saturday, June 29 from 2 to 
4 p.m. at the PAC. The fee 
is $55 per participant and 
includes a 16-ounce candle 
and a car diffuser. 

PARTY TIME
America is celebrating its 

248th birthday next week, 
and Pecan Plantation will 
hold a day’s worth of cel-
ebratory activities in our 
country’s honor.

The day will feature a 
clubhouse pool party from 
noon to 3 p.m.; face paint-
ing, midway games, bounce 
houses and food and bev-
erage sales beginning at 4 
p.m.; a parade beginning at 5 
p.m.; a petting zoo from 5 to 
7 p.m., and live music from 
the Jack Mason band on the 
clubhouse front steps from 
6 to 10 p.m. Tickets (to be 
used for food and activity 
purchases) are currently on 
sale at the clubhouse, as are 

PHOTO COURTESY LANA ROBINSON

The Pecan Plantation Volunteer Fire Department/Emergency Medical Service Auxiliary fundraises for our community’s emergency personnel, and the group was recently represented by Co-Presidents Jeanie 
Curry and Donna Bullis, along with Pecan Fire Chief Mike Barrett and his wife, Sherry, at a Cleburne Railroaders baseball game. Chief Barrett threw out the first pitch of the game, which was a fundraiser for the 
Auxiliary. 

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas 
transplant for 29 years, Diane Long is a 
wife, mother, and former English teacher 
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for 
16 years cumulatively. She spends her time 
both gathering neighborhood news and 
collecting new books to read.  
dianedlong@yahoo.com | 817-579-9360

BY DIANE LONG

Linda Mallon, a retired Army master 
sergeant, found her niche working with 
veterans and their families in Granbury. 
She is a former claims administrator for 
Blue Shield of New Jersey and later senior 
personnel sergeant, taking care of soldiers’ 
careers for more than 20 years.

linda.mallon@co.hood.tx.us | 817-579-3292.

BY LINDA MALLON
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In the case of military retirees there are two benefits that come from Defense Finance and Accounting Office the spouse should be aware of 
and those are the month of death entitlement and the SBP.
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201 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048

(817) 573-5548
www.visitgranbury.com

Information subject to change | Go to visitgranbury.com for more!

SHOP  -  DINE  -  PLAY  -  STAY

July 
4 Irish Tacos & Brews Fest 
4-5 Granbury TX 4th of July Rodeo
4-7 4th of July Weekend Celebrations and Parade 
7	 Texas	Fallen	Officers	Day	Ceremony	at	Memorial	Lane	

August  
3 Blazin’ Saddle 75 Bike Rally 

September  
Aug.	30-Sept.2	 Labor	Day	Weekend	Celebrations	
11	 Patriot	Day	Ceremony	at	Memorial	Lane	
21-22 The Spooky Spectacle Convention 2024
27-28	 Texas	Cowboy	Symposium	-	Texas	State	Championship	
	 Chuckwagon	Cook-off	and	Western	Swing	Festival	
28	 HANK	FM	Lake	Fest

October   
3-27	 The	Sleepy	Hollow	Experience	–	Langdon	Grounds	

 WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

2911 Fall Creek Hwy 
Granbury TX 76049

www.granburydental.com

Ask us about our free teeth 
whitening promotion 

 for new patients

Maureen Karl, 
DDS FAGD

EXP. 8/29/24

817-910-2880

GRANBURY ARTS

Calling ... you!

Have you always wanted 
to contribute to our arts 
community in some way, 
but you’re not an artist and 
not sure how you can be 
of help? As you may know, 
GranburyArts has been ac-
tively working to solicit art-
ists to provide the art need-
ed to wrap our local utility 
boxes as we have discussed 
in this column previously. 

Now it’s time to solicit 
sponsors! It’s a few hundred 
dollars and you will get to 
pick which art adorns the 
box you pick. The art is cre-
ated in a wrap form (think 
longevity) and you will be 
allowed to add a small ban-
ner noting your sponsor-
ship. The art available for 
sponsorship will be focused 
on what people will posi-
tively connect with emo-
tionally and what will draw 
those in who are passing by 
on foot, on bicycles or even 
quickly in vehicles. There 
will not be any advertising 
or commercial imagery. It 
must be detailed enough to 
discourage those tempted 
to graffiti and cannot fea-
ture an individual, a politi-
cal campaign, political views 
or political influences. The 
art you will present to the 
community in this dramatic 
way must be created with an 
emphasis on the history and 
natural beauty of our town, 
our flowers/pets/butterflies 
and our outstanding lake.

This will be a fun way to 
honor that important per-
son in your life. Imagine 
their surprise driving by a 

favorite artwork on a previ-
ously utilitarian box ... and 
then seeing it was spon-
sored by you! It’s also a good 
way to honor and share 
your favorite artist with 
your neighbors and the rest 
of the community. And, of 
course, your generous spon-
sorship will be reflected on 
the GranburyArts website 
and otherwise publicized.

The wraps last for about 
two years and will be re-
placed when GranburyArts 
or the City of Granbury feels 
it no longer represents the 
art accurately. You may 
sponsor another box with 
a different piece of art at 
the end of life of the first 
box. You may also sponsor 
multiple boxes at the same 
time, of course, subject to 
availability.

For further information, 
please contact one of the 
authors at her email address 
below and we will answer all 
your questions.

As always, this Saturday is 
Last Saturday Gallery Night 
— please come see artists 
at the following locations 
from 5-8 p.m.: Your Private 
Collection Art Gallery (Pam 
Tullos), D’Vine Wine (David 
Calton and live music with 
Nin Hulett), Lake Granbury 
Art Association (LGAA — on 
Travis Street by the library); 
Baron’s Creek (upstairs); 
St. Helen’s (James Spurlock 
upstairs) and others who 
decide to participate (and 
if that’s you, please let us 
know so we can include your 
venue in the future).

Again, it will be so helpful 
to us if you, as readers, will 
communicate with us about 
art events you are aware will 
be happening, artists you 
would like to see profiled, 
suggestions for public art 
projects around the city, or 
even just personal questions 
about advancing your own 
local art opportunities. We 
need to hear from you and 
thank you in advance ...

Stacey Watkins-Martin and 
Cora Werley are local artists 
and members with several 
others of the Granbury Cultural 
Arts Commission. Both work 
diligently with many other 
people and organizations 
to promote Granbury as the 
exciting arts destination it has 
become.

BY STACEY WATKINS-MARTIN 
AND CORA WERLEY

COURTESY PHOTO

Now it’s time to solicit sponsors! It’s a few hundred dollars and you 
will get to pick which art adorns the box you pick.

Lakestone car show
PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON ½HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Lakestone Terrace Senior Living recently held its annual car show featuring the Granbury Car Club and Craft Fair. The event raised 
$500 to donate to the Hood County Parkinson’s Group for their ‘Moving Day’ initiative. The Best of Show awards for 2024 went to Bob 
Stevens with his Mandarin Orange 1956 Ford Sunliner and Zack Hughes with his vintage Green & Wood 1913 Buick. Molly James, the 

Lifestyle Director for Lakestone Terrace, presented the winners with gift cards and certificates. Annette Bush (right) from the Hood 
County Parkinsons group received the $500 donation check.
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www.mattressville.comwww.mattressville.com

Buy One Drink
Get One Drink

FREE!
*Must present coupon. Cannot combine with any other offer.

Expires 7/31/24.

Order Online (Groundedcs.com)
Drive Thru & Curbside Service

Rewards Program / Frappe of the Month Club
Fresh Baked Goods

Meeting Rooms (by reservation)

Get Refreshed!

1207 NE Big Bend Trail / Glen Rose, TX / 254.269.0344 
Groundedcs.com     Mon-Fri  5am-6pm / Sat  7am-5pm

133 E Pearl Street | GRANBURY | 817-579-0952
granburytheatrecompany.org

HOOD COUNTY LIBRARY

Summer reading for all: Adventure begins at your library!

What an adventure we’ve 
had with so many of you this 
summer! And it’s not over 
yet!

Hood County Library is 
thrilled to announce that 
754 readers have joined its 
Summer Reading Challenge, 
with participants ranging 
from newborns to 99-year-
olds. The library has been 
buzzing with activity, and 
if you’re looking for a break 
from the heat, come get in on 
the action. If you haven’t reg-
istered for the challenge yet, 
act fas t— tomorrow, June 
30, is the last day to sign up 
for a chance to read and win 
prizes.

So far this summer, we’ve 
hosted some incredible spe-
cial events. Mr. Eric from 
Wildlife on the Move visited 
with his fascinating collec-
tion of animals. He taught 
us about how animals evolve 
and adapt to their environ-
ments. He brought along 
a red-tail boa constrictor, 
a speckled kingsnake, a 
savannah monitor lizard, 
an American alligator, a 
Virginia opossum, and a 
tenrec, which is similar to a 
hedgehog. Some of us even 
mustered up the courage to 
interact with these amazing 
creatures. 

On a stormy day, a few of 
our school-age kiddos came 
to the library to learn how to 

use a compass. Navigating 
with a non-digital compass 
is called orienteering. We 
extend our heartfelt thanks 
to the Moores from Master 
Naturalist for leading this 
lesson and providing hands-
on experience.

STORYTIME UPDATE:
Due to the overwhelming 

response we received for sto-
rytime this week, we have de-
cided to make some changes. 
The following schedule will 
take us through July 24. 

Mondays at 10:30 a.m. — 
Preschool-aged children up 
to those entering first grade. 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
— The same story for pre-
school-aged children up to 
those entering first grade. 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
— Story and Activity Time: 
For kids in second to fifth 
grades, held in the Pecan 
Room. Follow the pawprints 
from the front desk to drop 
kids off. Kids will not be 
released into the library af-
terward; an adult must pick 
them up.

For families with older 
children who attend the 
second to fifth grade story-
time, we encourage you to 
bring your younger children 
Wednesday, as the older 
group will have only one sto-
rytime session per week.

IMPORTANT GUIDELINES:
*Capacity Limit: Only 60 

people will be allowed into 
the big room at a time. Once 
we reach 60 people and/or 
10:30 a.m. arrives, the doors 
will be closed, and no one 
else will be admitted.

*Adult Attendance: Only 
one adult per family, please. 
We appreciate your under-
standing and cooperation!

In addition to our usual 
storytimes at the library, 

Ms. Robyn, our bookmobile 
conductor, has been hosting 
story time on the beach ev-
ery Friday in July. It has been 
a huge success.

Thank you to everyone 
who has participated and 
made these events memora-
ble. We look forward to con-
tinuing this journey with you 
and creating more wonderful 
summer memories at Hood 
County Library!

UPCOMING EVENTS

SPECIAL SUMMER EVENTS
July 13, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

— Pirates! Limited seating 
at each presentation. First 
come, first seated up to 50 
total each session.

July 16, 2 p.m. — Vape 
Escape (ages 10+) sponsored 
by STAR Council

SUMMER TEEN EVENTS
July 16, 5 p.m. — 

Adventures in Dungeons & 
Dragons RPG

ADULT EVENTS
July 3, 6 p.m. — The Other 

Book Club: “Hellbent” by 
Leigh Bardugo

July 23, 6 p.m. — Novel 
Idea Book Club: “Last 
Summer at the Golden Hotel” 
by Elyssa Friedland

Hood County Library Director Jennifer 
Logsdon is a former public school educator 
of 23 years, earning a master’s degreee in 
Library Science during that time. She enjoys 
spending time with her blended family of 
five children, baking and of course reading.
jlogsdon@co.hood.tx.us | 817-573-3569

BY JENNIFER LOGSDON

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JENNIFER LOGDSON

Fun times with stories on the beach!

Having fun getting some wiggles out between stories! Choose your own adventure storytime with second through fifth graders.
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GO PLAY

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with 
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion - including street address.

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
exercise classes: 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance); 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance); 
11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 5 p.m. 
yoga. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club 
will hold an ACBL-sanctioned 
duplicate bridge game at 
noon each week at the Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway, Granbury, 
76049. Entry $8/person. All 
are welcome, come with a 
partner and compete for 
ACBL masterpoints. Informa-
tion and reservations: 225-
933-4074.

SONS OF the American 
Legion Post 491 of Gran-
bury Burger Night. 5-7 p.m. 
American Legion Post, 3409 
Davis Road. Funds raised 
are used to support veteran 
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members 
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Cho-
rus — rehearsals, Mondays 
7-9 p.m. at Acton Methodist 
Church, 3433 Fall Creek High-
way. Concerts in May and De-
cember. See www.granbury-
civicchorus.org for schedule 
and activities. Questions: 
granburycivicchorus2001@
gmail.com. Come join us!

FORWARD TRAINING 
Center “Cisco” classes from 
6-8:30 p.m. To sign up email 
info@forwardtrainingcenter.
org. or call 817-573-6677.

TUESDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
classes: 8:30 a.m. Weight 
Watchers (join at weight-
watchers.com); 9 a.m. yoga 
(private class, reservation 
only); 10:30 a.m. yoga (pri-
vate class, reservation only); 
1:30 p.m. line dancing; 5:15 
p.m. Weight Watchers (join at 
weightwatchers.com); 6 p.m. 
Granbury clogger nights 
(watch or join). 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session 
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s 
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton 
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing. De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly 
Social Hour Net. All licensed 
amateur radio operators wel-
come. 7 p.m., on the 147.240 
MHz Repeater, +600 offset, 
PL 162.2. 

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot card game 
day. 10 a.m.; Dominoes (Mex-
ican Train) 11 a.m. Healthy 
Connections, 1321 Waters 

Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
classes: 9 a.m. exercise class; 
10 a.m. Mahjong; 10 a.m. 
cards; 11 a.m. dominoes. 
1321 Waters Edge Drive, Suite 
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

THURSDAYS 

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise; 11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 
5 p.m. yoga (private class, 
reservation only). 1321 Wa-
ters Edge Drive, Suite 1001. 
Details: 817-579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 6-9 p.m. at 
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S. 
Chess Affiliate, all ages and 
skill levels, children 10 and 
under must be accompanied 
by adult. Y membership not 
required. Details: HoodCoun-
tyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m. 
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
Street. Prizes and fun. Use 
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has mini tournaments 
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
at 600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers. 
Show up at least 15 minutes 
early to pay the $12 entry fee 
and warm up.

MELODY BELLS singers of 
Granbury, women’s choral 
group, seeks new mem-
bers who love to sing 3-part 
harmony, especially first or 
second soprano. Also seek-
ing experienced piano ac-
companist. Weekly Thursday 
rehearsals for Christmas con-
cert season start Aug. 29, 10 
a.m. to noon, at First Presby-
terian Church Memorial Hall 
(the Annex), 301 W. Bridge St. 
Concerts performed during 
first two weeks of December. 
For more information, please 
call 817-999-1364.

FRIDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
9 a.m. exercise. 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hummers 
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meets 
every Saturday at Hilton Gar-
den Inn, 635 E. Pearl St., for 5K 
or 10K walk for fun, fellow-
ship and fitness. Details: 972-
567-3278.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
10:30 a.m. yoga. 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HABITAT FOR Humanity of 
Hood County Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. We are building in the 
4000 block of Sundown Trail. 
No experience or tools needed. 

Just come build with us.

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has mini tournaments 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600 
W. Moore St. Welcoming all 
levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the 
first Monday each month at 
7 p.m. at the Hood County 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, 401 Deputy Larry Miller 
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands 
Ministry. The ministry needs 
people to crochet, knit or use 
a knitting loom to make gifts 
to comfort the ill, bereaved, 
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton 
Baptist Church fellowship 
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: 817-326-4693.

SECOND MONDAYS

MEETING OF the Lake Gran-
bury Art Association at 224 
N. Travis St. at 6 p.m. Meet-
ing includes business and 
a monthly demonstration 
from local and visiting artists. 
For questions call 361-510-
6820 or email simanek1@
charter.net.

FIRST TUESDAYS 

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m. Hood Coun-
ty Library, 222 N. Travis St., 
Granbury. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome. 

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 
Guild meets to knit, learn 
and share knitting tips each 
month at First Presbyterian 
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge 
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and 
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Historical 
Society meets the fourth 
Tuesday each month (except 
November and December) 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E. 
Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace 
817-279-2995 for additional 
details.

MONTHLY MEETING of 
the Granbury branch of the 
Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the 
Bentwater Activities Center, 
1800 Emerald Bend Court at 
7 p.m. Questions? 817-910-
8174.

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette 
Club meets the first Thursday 
each month for fellowship, 
planning events and other 
business. Dinner, if desired, 

at 6 p.m., meeting from 7-8 
p.m. at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 E. U.S. Highway 
377. Details: bskaggs8@aol.
com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT 
meets the second Thursday 
of every month at 6 p.m. at 
the Emergency Operations 
Center located at 401 Deputy 
Larry Miller Dr. HoodCo-
Cert@gmail.com.

THE GRANBURY EWMA , 
Chapter P motorcycle group 
meets at Spring Creek Bar-
beque317 W. U.S. Highway 
377. Dinner and fellowship is 
6 p.m. informal meeting at 7 
p.m. Group of pleasure riders 
who love to ride in Texas and 
beyond. Many Goldwing rid-
ers, also 2 and 3 wheel, any 
and all riders are welcome. 

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Somervell A&M 
Club meets the third Thurs-
day (except June, July and 
August) at Spring Creek BBQ 
located at 317 W. U.S. Hwy 
377 Granbury at 6 p.m., din-
ing/social, 6:30 p.m. meeting. 
Other activities, fundraisers 
and meeting changes can be 
found at hscaggies.org.

THE HOOD County Demo-
cratic Club meets each 
month at 1410 Pearl St., An-
nex #1 at 7 p.m. Questions? 
Call 817-233-5453.

SECOND SATURDAYS

SECOND SATURDAY 
Showoff at Fuzzy’s Taco 
Shop, 115 W. Pearl St. Car 
show, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS 
Guild meets the third Mon-
day each month at United 
Coop Electric, 320 Fall Creek 
Highway, 6 p.m. Details: 817-
296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands 
Ministry. The ministry needs 
people to crochet, knit or use 
a knitting loom to make gifts 
to comfort the ill, bereaved, 
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton 
Baptist Church fellowship 
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: 817-326-4693.

WAMS (WESTERN Area 
Modeling Society) radio 
control club meets at 6:30 
p.m. at Spring Creek BBQ, 
317 W. U.S. Highway 377. R/C 
aircraft, cars, boats, gliders, 
helicopters, etc. Details: 817-
475-2194

LAST THURSDAYS

MARINE CORPS League 
Detachment 1297 meeting 
at the American Legion Hall, 
3409 Davis Road, Granbury. 
Chow is at 6 p.m., meeting at 
7 p.m.

(682) 260-5920  |  cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

Friday, 28 June 2024 - Thursday, 04 July 2024

A Quiet Place: Day One (PG13)
Fri, Sat: 11:45AM, 2:15PM, 4:45PM, 6:05PM, 7:15PM, 8:30PM, 
9:45PM,10:55PM.
Sun: 11:45AM, 2:15PM, 4:45PM, 5:45PM, 7:15PM, 8:15PM, 
9:45PM.
Mon: 11:45AM, 2:10PM, 4:35PM, 6:15PM, 7:00PM, 8:45PM, 
9:25PM.
Tues: 12:10PM, 2:40PM, 5:10PM, 6:20PM, 7:40PM, 8:50PM

Bad Boys: Ride Or Die (R)
Fri, Sat: 11:05AM, 1:50PM, 4:35PM, 7:20PM, 10:05PM.
Sun: 10:45AM, 1:30PM, 4:15PM, 7:00PM, 9:45PM.
Mon: 12:45PM, 3:35PM, 6:25PM, 9:15PM.
Tues: 12:05PM, 2:55PM, 5:50PM, 8:40PM

Despicable Me 4 (PG)
Wed: 11:15AM, 1:40PM, 4:05PM, 6:30PM, 8:55PM.
Thurs: 11:15AM, 1:40PM, 4:05PM, 6:30PM, 8:50PM

Horizon: An American Saga Chapter 1 (R)
Fri, Sat: 10:20AM, 10:50AM, 2:10PM, 2:40PM, 6:00PM, 
6:30PM, 9:50PM,10:20PM.
Sun: 10:30AM, 11:45AM, 2:20PM, 3:35PM, 6:10PM, 7:25PM, 
10:00PM.
Mon: 11:20AM, 12:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:20PM, 7:00PM, 8:10PM.
Tues: 11:00AM, 12:05PM, 2:55PM, 3:55PM, 6:55PM, 7:45PM.
Thurs: 12:15PM, 4:10PM, 7:00PM

Inside Out 2 (PG)
Fri, Sat: 10:50AM, 11:45AM, 1:15PM, 2:10PM, 3:40PM, 
4:35PM, 7:00PM,9:25PM.
Sun: 10:30AM, 11:25AM, 12:55PM, 1:50PM, 3:20PM, 4:15PM, 
6:40PM, 9:05PM.
Mon: 11:00AM, 11:45AM, 1:25PM, 2:10PM, 3:50PM, 4:35PM, 
7:00PM, 9:25PM.
Tues: 10:30AM, 11:05AM, 1:00PM, 1:30PM, 3:30PM, 3:55PM, 
6:00PM, 8:30PM
Migration - Kids’ Summer Series (PG)
Tues, Thurs: 10:00AM

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

CALL NOW

855.965.0841

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 8/25/2024.

HCNEWS.COM

bounce house wristbands, 
and both will also be avail-
able on party day. Neighbors 
are invited to bring family, 
friends, and lawn chairs for 
fun and fellowship. Parade 
participants (golf carts, bi-
cycles, antique cars, floats 
and horses) should arrive at 
the Nutcracker clubhouse at 
4 p.m. to line up.

ART CLASS
Summer artistic expres-

sion classes led by Anita 
Lloyd, Ph.D. have three 
spots on the PAC calendar. 
Watercolor painting classes 
both for adults and youth 
(ages 8-15) will happen week-
ly beginning Tuesday, July 9 
(youth from 2 to 3 p.m. and 
adults from 4 to 5:30), and 
oil painting will begin weekly 
gatherings Tuesday, Aug. 6. 
For more information or to 
register, call the PAC front 
desk: 817-573-7952.

GARDEN GOODNESS
Pecan Plantation’s 

Community Gardens Club 
enjoyed a very “happy hour” 
in the garden recently when 
members united to enjoy 
homemade appetizers made 
with fresh, organic ingre-
dients from the garden. 
Partakers dined on pesto 
pasta, cucumber sandwich-
es, tomato basil focaccia 
bread and artichoke dip. A 
few lucky attendees received 
custom made kitchen tow-
els showcasing vegetable 
themes. 

The Gardens Club’s next 
calendar event will happen at 
Pecan’s July 4 fete when club 
members will facilitate car-
nival games to boost funds 
toward securing a storage 
building to house tools and 
equipment.

Members of the Gardens 
Club hail from a variety of 
gardening backgrounds and 
hold a mix of differing lev-
els of expertise. The group 
focuses both on growing 
organic vegetables and build-
ing friendships. For informa-
tion on joining the club, send 
email to susanharris21@
yahoo.com.

BAKE OFF
A cookie decorating class 

with a July 4th theme for 
chefs ages 8 and older is set 
Saturday, July 6 with two 
time slot options: from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. and from 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Participants will 
learn beginner cookie deco-
rating skills and will take 
home the delicious bounty of 
their labor. Instructor Donna 
Swarb will lead the class, and 
registration at the PAC is re-
quired: 817-573-7952.

ALL ABOARD
The inaugural “Mystery 

Bus” dinner and ramble 
was such a success that a 
repeat outing is scheduled 
for Wednesday, July 10. 
Members received email with 
a signup link, and spots will 
quickly fill.

SUMMER FUN
Activities for the youngest 

residents of Pecan are not 
slowing down this summer. 
The final session of swim-
ming lessons in Pecan begins 
Monday, July 8 with three 
levels of classes available. 
“Let’s Sing and Act” with 

Pecan favorite Rebecca Faiola 
will introduce students ages 
7 to 16 to musical theater, 
singing and acting from 
July 15-19. Little Artisans 
Crafting Camp is on the cal-
endar for July 8-12 with Kate 
Little. Session two of golf, 
tennis and swim camp runs 
July 9-12, and tennis and 
more sports camp session 4 
comes July 16-19.

YOUNG BROADWAY
A most favorite an-

nual event in Pecan is 
the Missoula Children’s 
Theater week and produc-
tion, and this year’s show is 
“Hercules.” Auditions will 
take place Monday, July 22 
with rehearsals on the sched-
ule all week culminating in 
two performances Saturday, 
July 27. Children entering 
first through 12th grades are 
invited to join this free event. 
Many years ago, my own chil-
dren participated in these 
theater camp weeks, and our 
family holds happy memo-
ries of Missoula and its pres-
ence in Pecan. Sign up at the 
PAC front desk.

PECAN
FROM PAGE C6
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For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11 

736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 
Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not learn on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

“Taking Care of our Member-Owners!”

817.444.3201 • tcectexas.com

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 
John and PJ Gibbs

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches 
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

Granbury  cbac.com/granbury  817-910-4247

People-First Automotive Care
Fixing cars, driving joy.

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM
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E Serving 
Hood County 

Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

SERVING HOOD AND 
SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

 FOR 20 YEARS

• Wall & Floor Tile 
• Wood Look Tile  
• Wood Flooring 

• Luxury Vinyl Plank  
• Carpet

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

Certified finanCial Planner™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches. 

ANGLICAN
Good Shepherd Anglican 
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2035
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Crossing Place 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-1581
Elm Grove Assembly Of God 
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar 
254-835-4755
Faith Assembly Of God 
300 Granbury Court 
817-326-2270
BAPTIST
Acton Baptist 
3500 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4693
Allison Baptist 
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan 
254-646-9926
Bible Baptist 
4804 E. Hwy. 377 
817-579-5424
Brazos River Baptist 
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy. 
817-663-5384
Dennis First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-565-9027
Exalted Redeemer Baptist 
1840 Acton Hwy. 
817-247-7209
Fairview Baptist 
5041 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-8968
Faith Baptist Of Hill City 
Hwy. 56 
254-965-3840
First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-613-2322
First Baptist 
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan 
254-646-2484
First Baptist Thorp Springs 
2815 Lipan Hwy. 
817-573-3339
Glen Rose First Baptist 
201 West Gibbs Blvd., 
Glen Rose 
254-897-2351
Granbury Baptist 
1200 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-4943
Granbury First Baptist 
1851 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-7137
Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
254-396-5773
Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa 
3300 Oak Trail Dr.
Lakeside Baptist 
500 W. Bluebonnet 
817-573-2094
Mambrino Baptist 
1625 Mambrino Hwy. 
817-573-4901
Mission Bautista El Buen 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
817-573-4133
Oak Trail Baptist 
4501 Peppertree Rd. 
817-279-6430
Paluxy Baptist 
1844 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-5111
Patillo Baptist 
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan 
940-769-2968
Pecan Baptist 
7178 Fall Creek Hwy. 
682-205-1565
Rainbow Baptist 
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow 
254-897-2121
Southside Baptist 
910 Paluxy Rd. 
817-573-1462
Sovereign Grace Baptist 
820 Paluxy Rd. 
682-936-4988
Tolar Baptist 
400 Tolar Hwy. 
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist 
320 W. Pearl St. 
817-573-5318
Waples Baptist 
1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 
817-579-0509
Western Hills Baptist 
507 Western Hills Trail 
817-573-7588
BIBLE
Grace Bible 
201 E. Clifton Rd. 
682-498-3014
Granbury Chapel Bible Church 
5150 N. Gate Rd. 
817-736-9647
CATHOLIC
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
2301 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-2131
CHRISTIAN
Dayspring Christian 
3314 S. Clifton 
817-573-0107
First Christian 
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-573-5431
Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
817-578-0626
Promise Point Church 
5904 Walnut Creek Circle 
817-910-8868
The Evangelical Christian 
608 Shady Grove Dr. 
817-736-3041
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Downtown Church Of Christ 
310 W. Pearl St. 
 817-573-9862
Granbury Church Of Christ 
1905 W. Pearl 
817-573-2613
Lipan Church Of Christ 
112 N Caddo St., Lipan 
254-646-2297
Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ 
4219 Old Granbury Rd. 
817-573-6878
Thorp Spring Church Of Christ 
3006 Thorp St. 
817-776-1547
Tolar Church Of Christ 
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4397
CHURCH OF GOD
Church Of God 
1106 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-279-6753
EPISCOPAL
Good Shepherd Episcopal 
4530 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-6074
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Granbury Jehovah’s Witnesses 
3734 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-4259
LUTHERAN
Emmanuel Lutheran Elca 
2301 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2201
Our Savior Lutheran 
1400 N. Meadows Dr. 
817-573-5011
METHODIST
Acton Methodist 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4242
Cresson United Methodist  
110 South Crook St., Cresson 
469-730-6496
Granbury First United 
Methodist 
301 Loop 567, 
817-573-5573
Solid Rock Global  
Methodist Church 
3410 Glen Rose Hwy 
682-498-3838
Temple Hall United Methodist 
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385
Tolar United Methodist 
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4005

Waples United Methodist 
4323 Waples Rd. 
817-573-9076
MORMON
The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints 
1226 Ross Lane 
817-573-6825
NAZARENE
Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene 
921 Lipan Dr. 
817-573-4041
PENTECOSTAL
Hood Pentecostal 
3100 Beechwood St., 
817-279-0363
Calvary Church of Granbury 
4800 Glen Rose Hwy 
817-559-7372
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian 
303 W. Bridge St. 
817-573-2337
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist 
2016 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-3573
OTHER
Anchor Fellowship 
1300 James Rd. 
682-990-8551
Bear Creek Community 
18553 South Hwy. 377, 
817-396-3245
Brazos Covenant Ministries 
1950 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-0968
Calvary Family 
3306 Oak Trail Dr. 
314-606-1211
Center Point 
4332 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-554-3432
Christian Science Society 
528 N. Crockett 
817-573-0457
Church On Thistle Ridge 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
917-326-5501
Crossroads 
200 S. Crook St., Cresson 
817-886-9577
Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County 
2401 Cedar Crest Dr., 
817-579-9332
Generations Church Of 
Granbury 
5718 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-326-5378
Hope Community 
3206 W. Hwy. 377 
254-243-0350
Lipan Cowboy 
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan 
254-396-3162
New Season Global Ministries 
3755 Acton Hwy. 
817-910-8777
Pure Praise 
2901 Glen Rose Hwy. 
817-279-3063
Rock Church Chapel 
6101 Rock Church Hwy 
Tolar, Texas 76476
St. John Victorian Mission Of 
Granbury 
5031 Bandy Rd. 
817-573-2669
Stonewater 
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-579-9175
The Bridge 
1107 Weatherford Hwy 
254-522-5330
The Heights 
1921 Acton Hwy 
817-558-2121
The Sanctuary 
4400 Daugherty Ct. 
817-326-2709
Triple Cross Cowboy 
3470 Lipan Hwy 
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 
This directory is made possible 

by these businesses  
who encourage all of us to attend  

worship services.

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Caring, It's what
we do best! ❤

174 Bed Facility
Private Rehab suites
22 Bed Secure hall
Skilled Nursing 

 Rehabilitation Services 
Long Term Care

 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

To schedule a tour, call
 

(817) 573-3726

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

Granbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, 
I am the one who helps you.’”

Isaiah 41:13

CALL TODAY TO 
ADVERTISE ON THE 

HOOD COUNTY 
NEWS CHURCH PAGE

817-573-7066

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE

stay connected — hcnews.com

Call our office 
to temporarily 
stop and start 

your paper

817-573-7066

Upcoming

Business
Trip?
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2300 Paluxy Hwy, Granbury, TX 76048
Avivagranbury.com

ACTIVE ADULTS

ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE

NOW AVAILABLE 
AT SUMMER RATES

EVERYTHING INCLUDED IN YOUR RENT
• Spacious, modern apartments, some with direct courtyard access.
• Chef-prepared meals
• Housekeeping, utilities
• For unexpected emergencies, nursing staff on site.

CALL NOW FOR SPECIAL RATES

817-279-9259
AN AWARD-WINNING SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

GARDEN PATCH

Display your patriotic colors

THE IDLE AMERICAN

5 o’clock Friday at the factory

Show your love of coun-
try this year with a colorful 
liberty garden. In the good 
ole USA, that means infusing 
planting beds with red, white 
and blue toned plants. Bonus 
points go to creative garden-
ers who include plants with 
names that match the patri-
otic theme, such as firecrack-
er plant and iris flag!

Tending a patriotic garden 
is a creative way to celebrate 
July 4th. With careful plant 
selection and thoughtful 
design, your garden can be-
come a vibrant tribute to na-
tional pride while also being 
a stunning backdrop for all 
your outdoor festivities.

Create your red, white and 
blue display with seasonal 
annuals or use native and 
well adapted plants for a 
longer lasting statement. 
The trick to achieving this 
bold look is to select plants 

with similar life cycles. You’ll 
want plants in all three col-
ors blooming at the same 
time.

Design your liberty garden 
to best show off its colors. 
Keep smaller plants to the 
front of beds and borders 
and taller plants at the back. 
Tall plants also look nice 
when planted in the cen-
ter of a shaped landscape 
bed, such as in the middle 
of a circular bed. For added 
depth and dimension, add a 
white trellis, fence or arbor. 
It will provide support for 
tall or climbing plants while 
reinforcing the color scheme. 
Brightly colored red, white 
or blue containers filled with 
blooms will also enhance the 
overall look. Plants to con-
sider include:

Texas Star Hibiscus, 
Hibiscus coccineus — This 
native perennial features 

large, star-shaped red flow-
ers. Grow it in full sun. This 
beauty tolerates drought but 
handles wet and dry condi-
tions once established.

Firecracker plant, Russelia 
equisetiformis — An annual, 
this plant is known for its tu-
bular red flowers that attract 
hummingbirds. It prefers full 
sun and well-drained soil. 
Minimal watering is needed 
after establishment. Prune 
tip plants to encourage re-
peat flowering. Other annu-
als to try include periwinkle, 
purslane, poppy, zinnia or 
plumbago.

Oxeye Daisy, 
Leucanthemum vulgare — 
Similar in appearance to 
Shasta daisy, Oxeye features 
classic white petals with 
yellow centers. This peren-
nial beauty adapts well to 
poor, rocky, higher pH soils 
and drought conditions. 
Deadhead flowers to prolong 
blooming.

Mealy Blue Sage, Salvia 
farinacea — This drought 
tolerant perennial produc-
es blue flower spikes that 
lure pollinators. Like many 
salvias, it fares best in full 
sun and well-drained soil. 
Although it appreciates 

regular watering, it toler-
ates drought. Many other 
perennial and annual salvia 
cultivars produce red, white 
or blue blooms, such as red 
autumn sage, Salvia greg-
gii, black and blue sage, 
Salvia guaranitica, and white 
Autumn sage Salvia greggii 
‘Alba’.

Texas Betony, Stachys coc-
cinea — A drought-tolerant, 
low-growing perennial, this 
native plant comes in both 
red and white blooming va-
rieties. It thrives in alkaline 
soils and is considered deer 
resistant. Plant it in full sun 
to part shade.

Blackfoot Daisy, 
Melampodium leucanthum 
— This heat-loving perennial 
thrives in challenging soils. It 
is known for its ground-hug-
ging growth habit and small, 
delicate white flowers with 
yellow centers that cover the 
plant in hot, dry weather. 
Water it sparingly.

For answers to your hor-
ticulture questions, please 
call the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, Hood County at 
817-579-3280 or online at 
lakegranburymastergarden-
ers.org.

Phyllis Webster earned a degree in 
journalism before embarking on a long 
career in public relations and marketing. A 
Granbury resident since 1998, she has been 
deeply involved in the community. She is an 
award-winning writer and photographer, as 
well as a Master Gardener. She has authored 
Garden Patch since 2001. 817-680-4849

BY PHYLLIS WEBSTER

A Texas doctor, closing 
out a hectic week, hoped 
it to be his final medical 
appointment.

He stared at a Q-tip that 
was devoid of cotton at both 
ends.

“This Q-tip must have got-
ten right up against 5 o’clock 
Friday at the factory,” he 
muttered.

In the span of one week 
recently, I felt that my pho-
tograph might be placed 
alongside a “customer is al-
ways wrong” essay, thinking 
my value about the same as a 
“cottonless” Q-tip. 

On three occasions, I was 
“done wrong.” 

In each case, I felt as if I’d 
been hit full in the face with 
a blivit, a rural term coined 
by a farm boy whose job it 
was to feed the hogs. He said 
a blivit describes a five-gal-
lon bucket filled with 10 gal-

lons of hog slop.
Okay, maybe my beefs 

didn’t rise to that degree of 
disappointment, but surely 
the requisites for a “frank-
furter foul-up” have been 
met.

Maybe you’ve had a similar 
week or plowed through a 
“clinker” recently.

Whatever, I have chosen 
to smile about my mis-
adventures, now making 
headway toward a “smi-
ley-face” expression from 
one deeply frowned. I have 
opted, though, to “rattle 
some chains” at Best Buy, 
the Carnation Company and 
Sam’s Club.

Let me offer details in 
order of chagrin. At Best 
Buy, attempts to buy a new 
computer went awry. I used 
my credit card for the pur-
chase, understanding there’d 
be an additional charge for 

data transfer and extended 
warranty.

When it became evident 
the data transfer to the new 
computer would be delayed, 
I decided to forego the pur-
chase. I returned to the sales 
clerk — the computer box 
unopened — about a half-
hour later, requesting the 
transaction be voided. I got 
the obligatory “no problem” 
response.

But there was. He had 
voided the charge for the 
computer only, and when I 
questioned him, he said that 
I would need to void the re-
maining $180 online …

That didn’t sit well with 
me, but I decided to “play it 
out.” Back home, I was never 
able to explain my problem 
to TWO Best Buy “online” 
responders. After an hour, I 
gave up.

I sent two emails to Best 
Buy’s media relations email 
address, but the only re-
sponses were two emails in-
dicating that my emails had 
been received. 

Two days later, I received 
an apologetic phone call 

from a local Best Buy man-
ager. He promised to void 
the charge, adding that the 
sales guy should have given 
me the option of handling 
the matter by phone. The 
clerk didn’t, though, perhaps 
leaning “right up against 5 
o’clock Friday at the factory.”

Second is an ongoing is-
sue with plastic cap remov-
als from Carnation Instant 
Breakfast cartons. Neither 
my wife nor I can do so with-
out pliers. 

I sent emails to the media 
relation office.

Again, I received emails 
that mine had arrived, but 
nothing more. Is this not a 
legitimate beef, or at least 
chopped liver?

Now, on to Sam’s, where 
I purchased new eyeglass 
lenses in January. The tech-
nician indicated that there’d 
likely be a bill later for charg-
es not covered by insurance. 
I understood, I really did!

In March, I received the 
expected bill, respond-
ing with a check for $125, 
expecting a “paid in full” 
acknowledgement.

Three months later, how-
ever, I received a second 
“statement balance” due for 
the same amount. With but a 
vague recollection of the ear-
lier notice, I almost wrote an-
other check. Instead, I called 
customer service, learning 
that the bill had been paid, 
so I could “tear up the sec-
ond notice.”

I’m in the slack-cutting 
mode in all three instances. 

Many customers, I’m think-
ing, would simply have writ-

ten a check for the second 
eyeglass billing, since there 
were no “past due” remind-
ers. (I’m just sayin’)

Let’s be eternally vigilant. 
“Corner-cutting” seems to be 
prevalent in our world, so we 
should be vigilant at every 
turn. Too many, it seems, are 
“right up against 5 o’clock 
Friday at the factory” some-
where, perhaps everywhere 

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public 
speaker and former university president 
who writes weekly. 
 newbury@speakerdoc.com  
| 817-447-3872

BY DON NEWBURY

COURTESY PHOTO

Tending a patriotic garden is a creative way to celebrate July 4th. 
With careful plant selection and thoughtful design, your garden 
can become a vibrant tribute to national pride while also being a 
stunning backdrop for all your outdoor festivities.

COURTESY PHOTO

“Corner-cutting” seems to be prevalent in our world, so we should be 
vigilant at every turn.

SAME PAPER AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS
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Call today to see if you could save up to 40% 
on your auto insurance
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Every moment of every day.

From life-changing events to everyday miracles, we’re here to  
help you protect the people, places and things that matter most.  
For great rates and no-hassle service, contact me today.

MEETING YOUR NEEDS
AS THEY GROW

Coverage and discounts are subject to qualifications and policy terms, and may vary by situation. Life insurance products are offered  
through Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Company. ©2024 Texas Farm Bureau Insurance Companies. 
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4301 E. U.S. Hwy 377, Granbury, TX 76049
817.573.0400817.573.0400

2025 Kia K5

See dealer for details.

(682) 205-1337(682) 205-1337
608 E US Hwy 377608 E US Hwy 377

PREMIUM GRILLS PREMIUM GRILLS &&OUTDOOR KITCHENSOUTDOOR KITCHENS
Offering Expertise, Products, and Services 

to Elevate Your Grilling Experience
THE

of

2017

THE

of

2017
7 years in a row

WWW.HYDEF IRM.COM

827 W PEARL ST.
GRANBURY, TX 76048
817-579-LWYR (5997)

817-573-HYDE (4933) fax

HYDEHYDE
The

LAW FIRM, PLLC

Seek Information, Not Affirmation

Jimmy Layland, Owner

817-714-4270
pjslawn@yahoo.com • www.pjslawn.com

PJ’s Lawn Care
         & Landscaping

PJ’s Lawn Care
         & Landscaping

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Lawn Maintenance

Landscape

irrigation

tree triMMing

Granbury • cbac.com/granbury • 817-910-4247

People-First Automotive Care
Fixing cars, driving joy.

DAN PHILLIPS
 CFP®, CRPC®, AAMS®

Certified Financial PlannerTM

dan.phillips@michelsfamilyfinancial.com

4800 Acton Hwy 
817-910-8055

Gain financial security, 
experience financial peace, 
enjoy financial happiness, 

through expert wealth 
management guidance.

A BETTER PATH FORWARD

4500 Fall Creek Hwy | Granbury | 817-579-7727
Tues-Sat 10-6 | TECL-27589

Your local
HOT TUBHOT TUB  

dealer

$500 off
any 500 series 
HOT TUB 

with this ad
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