
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Historic Granbury Merchants 
Association board of directors has offi-
cially appointed Cheshe Langford to serve 
as its president following the board’s re-
cent decision to remove Ken Hackett from 
the position.

While an explanation regarding 
Hackett’s removal was not disclosed to 
the Hood County News, HGMA sent out an 
email to all members Tuesday, June 4, re-
garding these significant changes.

“After careful consideration and review, 
the Board of Directors has made the de-
cision to remove Ken Hackett from the 
position of President of HGMA, the Board 
of HGMA, and all HGMA financials,” the 
email states. “In light of these develop-
ments, the Board of Directors has ap-
pointed Cheshe Langford to serve as the 
new President of HGMA. We believe that 
Cheshe possesses the qualities and vision 
necessary to lead our organization effec-
tively and with integrity.”

The email continued by stating the 
changes may raise questions and con-
cerns, but the organization is commit-
ted to addressing them “openly and 
promptly.” 

An open discussion about the leader-

ship changes also took place during the 
General Members Meeting Tuesday, June 
11, at the Gordon House.

Serving as president, Langford ad-
dressed the members and explained that 
the last two weeks have been “a lot.” 

“There’s lots of rumors out there. We 
know it. We hear them,” she said. “We 
get texts all day, I get texts all night, I get 
phone calls and emails. Some of the things 
are true, and some of the things are just 
not true. I’ll address what I can, and other 
things I cannot. I will — before we go into 
this — tell you under legal advisement, 
some things I just cannot talk about, and 
you’re just going to have to — for right 
now — accept that and when we know 
more, we will share.”

Langford confirmed that Hackett is 
no longer on the board of directors. She 
stated, however, that Hackett can still be 
a member of HGMA, “just like anybody 
else.”

With Langford now president, Angie 
Courville will serve as vice president, 
Sylvia Hickey will continue to serve as sec-
retary and Nathan Wright will continue as 
treasurer. Other board members include 
Diane Hedges, — who replaces Sarah 
Harvey-Toth who recently resigned — 
Kristen Gibson, Taylor Hatfield, Madison 
McVay and Scott Young.

One position is still open due to 

Hackett’s absence, with Langford ex-
plaining that an election for that position 
will not be held until HGMA’s election in 
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See more about the 49th Annual Lone Star Street Rod Association State Run on page, A6.
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Suspect 
apprehended 
following 
police standoff, 
highway closure

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

A police standoff near Wiley Funeral Home 
Wednesday, June 5 resulted in an almost two-hour clo-
sure of U.S. Highway 377 between state Highway 144 
and Hill Blvd.

According to a news release from Chief Mitch Galvan, 
a Granbury Police Department traffic unit observed a 
white Chevrolet pickup traveling westbound on U.S. 
377 around 2:43 p.m. Wednesday, June 5. The driver 
was traveling above the posted speed limit and was 
also swerving between lanes. The officer attempted to 
stop the vehicle, but it continued traveling westbound.

Galvan reported that as the vehicle approached the 
intersection of U.S. 377 and Hill Blvd., the truck struck 
the rear end of another pickup truck. The officer exited 
his unit and began walking toward the driver’s side of 
the white Chevrolet when it took off and fled west-
bound on U.S. 377. In the process of fleeing, the white 
Chevrolet struck additional vehicles as it continued 
westbound. Then it left the roadway and began travel-
ing in the barrow ditch, where it eventually struck two 
parked vehicles and a house.

Jane Gilbreath, the owner of the damaged home on 
Tahiti Drive, said she and her husband were watching 
TV when they heard a loud crash that “almost sounded 
like an explosion.”

“We thought, ‘Of course, another wreck on (U.S.) 377,’ 
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Fort Worth resident, 63-year-old Barry Harrell, was charged 
with possession of cocaine, evading arrest in a motor vehicle, 
tampering with evidence and accident involving damage 
following a police standoff on the afternoon of Wednesday, 
June 5.
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Cheshe Langford, the new appointed 
president of the Historic Granbury Merchants 
Association, speaks to the members during 
the General Members Meeting Tuesday, June 
11, at the Gordon House.

HGMA board appoints Cheshe 
Langford as new president
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS
CHAMBER NEWS

Granbury’s Hometown 4th of July Festival  
celebrates 50 Golden Years of Stars and Stripes
Granbury Chamber of Commerce

The Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce is proud to an-
nounce the return of Granbury’s 
Hometown 4th of July Festival, 
commemorating 50 Golden Years 
of Stars and Stripes. Presented 
in partnership with H-E-B, Visit 
Granbury and the City of Granbury, 
this year’s festival promises to be a 
historic celebration of patriotism, 
community and freedom. 

From July 4 to 7, the Historic 
Granbury Square will transform 
into a hub of activity, featuring ar-
tisan vendors, live entertainment 
and family-friendly attractions. 
Attendees will have the opportuni-
ty to explore the charm of down-
town Granbury while browsing a 
diverse selection of unique trea-
sures and delights offered by local 
artisans and vendors.

The highlight of the festival will 
be the iconic 4th of July parade, 
stretching over two miles from 
Granbury High School to the down-
town square. This year’s parade 
will feature a dazzling display of 

floats, marching bands and com-
munity groups, all coming together 
to celebrate the rich history and 
heritage of our nation.

As the sun sets July 4th, festival-
goers can gather along the shores 
of Lake Granbury to witness the 
breathtaking fireworks display. 
Shot off over the lake behind the 
Pearl Street Bridge, the fireworks 
will illuminate the night sky with 
bursts of golden light, symboliz-
ing 50 years of American pride and 
unity. 

Vendor applications and parade 
entries are now open, providing 
businesses and organizations with 
the opportunity to showcase their 
pride and patriotism to thousands 
of attendees. For more informa-
tion on how to participate, visit 
https://granburychamber.com/
hometown-4th-of-july/.

Don’t miss Granbury’s 
Hometown 4th of July Festival — a 
celebration 50 years in the making!

New Member Spotlight: Carter BloodCare. “For more than 70 
years, Carter BloodCare has been saving lives across North, 
Central and East Texas. Each year, Carter BloodCare provides 
more than 440,000 units of blood products to meet the patients’ 
treatment requirements. Carter BloodCare’s services include 
collection, processing, specialized laboratory testing, storage, 
and distribution of blood and blood components.” Thank you for 
joining the Granbury Chamber of Commerce!

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

COURTESY GRAPHICS

Rising Leaders Granbury (RLG) Committee Member Spotlight: 
We are so thankful for our amazing Rising Leaders Granbury 
committee member, Hannah Ruffin with Mattressville Granbury! 
Hannah has been a part of the Rising Leaders of Granbury 
program for two years. When asked why she loves being on the 
RLG committee, she said “My favorite part of RLG is building 
relationships with my peers and helping others excel in their 
passions and careers. Meeting new people is also a big plus!” Fun 
Fact about Hannah: “I am a total nerd, I love legos, comics and 
model kits!” Thank you, Hannah, for being an RLG committee 
member of the Granbury Chamber of Commerce.

R.L.G. MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Member Spotlight: McKnight Title. “We specialize in commercial 
and residential real estate transactions and strive to set the 
standard for the title insurance industry by providing quality 
service that exceeds customer expectations.” Thank you for 
joining the joining the Granbury Chamber of Commerce!

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

PHOTO COURTESY OF VISIT GRANBURY.COM

The 4th of July parade will kick  
off the celebrations. 

but (it sounded like) a re-
ally bad one, so we thought 
we should step out to see if 
we needed to call 911,” she 
said. “We were heading out 
the door, but the cops were 
already there with their guns 
drawn and were motioning 
us to go back in the house. 
We could see there was a 
white pickup truck halfway 
in our driveway and halfway 
in our yard. We assumed 
there was going to be a lot of 
damage to our cars, but we 
didn’t know the extent at the 
time.”

Gilbreath said she under-
stood police had been in 

pursuit of the driver due to 
erratic driving.

“I don’t know the speed he 
was going, other than he ran 
off the highway and stopped 
when he hit our cars,” she 
said. “There were no signs of 
him braking so he hit it full 
force.” 

According to the release, 
officers conducted a felony 
stop on the vehicle and at-
tempted to have the driv-
er exit the vehicle. Area 
residences were evacuated 
and traffic on U.S. 377 was 
redirected. 

Gilbreath, however, was 
unable to evacuate her 
residence due to health 
concerns. 

“The police came to our 

backdoor to make sure we 
were OK,” she said. “They 
wanted to extract us from 
the house, but I have heart 
failure, so I can’t walk very 
far. We told (the officer) that 
wasn’t going to be possible, 
so he told us to hunker down 
somewhere. I got as far away 
from the front of the house 
as I could and stayed seques-
tered in my back bathroom 
area.”

While the standoff was in 
progress, Gilbreath said she 
had her tablet with her in the 
bathroom and made sure 
to keep all of Hood County 
updated on the situation via 
social media.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Granbury resident Jane Gilbreath heard a terrifying crash while watching TV with her husband June 5. 
She came outside to find a white Chevrolet pickup had crashed into two of their vehicles and their home 
following a police chase.

Granbury resident Jane Gilbreath experienced damage to her garage on Tahiti Drive after a white 
Chevrolet pickup crashed into her two vehicles and her house June 5.
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All humans wish to be ac-
cepted and shame is one of 
the tools that keeps us in 
line.

When we feel shame it’s of-
ten because we perceive our-
selves as flawed or unworthy 
in the eyes of others. Shame 

can serve as a powerful mo-
tivator for self-improvement 
and adherence to societal 
standards. The critic inside 
your head tells you that you 
are a bad person, wrong, 
worthless or of little value. 
Most human beings wish to 

avoid those feelings and thus 
the threat of shame causes 
them to behave within soci-
etal norms.

Shame can teach us bound-
aries. Without shame we 
would have no way to under-
stand how our behavior af-
fects others and how to man-
age it. At its very core, shame 
is about wanting to belong to 
a group and to be accepted 
as a good person inside the 
community. 

As small children in 
school, we were all taught 
the norm was to not pick 
your nose. It is how our 
teachers and parents in-
structed us to act. But a part 
of the reason why we par-
ticipated in the norm was 
the shame to be experienced 
if your fellow classmates 
learned you had broken the 
rule; to be judged, set apart 
for our actions, and to be 
excluded from the group. 
Those are all part of the rea-
sons why we did not pick our 
nose.

Unfortunately, in our con-
temporary society, the con-
cept of shame seems to have 
been thrown out the window. 
The usual standards of con-
duct, the social norms which 
have guided our existence 

for generations have seem-
ingly been discarded. In the 
new order, behavioral stan-
dards are very vague and 
constantly evolving and the 
evolution is not toward right 
or wrong, but rather how an 
action serves to benefit the 
doer; how actions affect oth-
ers seems rather immaterial.

Shame comes from per-
ceived future consequenc-
es. Unfortunately, in our 
American politics, we have 
apparently evolved to a point 
where there seems to be no 
consequence for lying or 
intentionally misleading the 
voting public. Because there 
are no consequences for 
the misdeed, the behavior 
continues. In the absence of 
shame, bad behavior often 
fosters even more and great-
er misdeeds. 

Today’s politicians do not 
fear reproach by the masses, 
and in fact, they are finding 
if they go outside the norms 
of civility the more likely 
their behavior will be reward-
ed with additional contri-
butions and votes. Running 
for office is no longer about 
having a platform of ideas 
that will benefit society or a 
recipe for positive change, 
but rather it is about how 

to appeal and feed into the 
fears and doubts of a trou-
bled world. This is why our 
politicians rudely interrupt 
the State of the Union ad-
dress, can make blatant mis-
representation of the truth, 
or make allegations without 
facts or supporting evidence. 
On the rare occasions where 
they are challenged, they 
merely dismiss the inquiry 
as being “politically motivat-
ed,” “fake news” or simply 
not worthy of a response. 
There is no consequence 
from society. Our world was 
not always this way. There 
once was a time when a 
politician who breached the 
norm in their conduct lost all 
consideration from the pub-
lic. We have changed, and I 
fear it’s not for the good.

The only way politicians 
are going to start telling the 
truth and to meaningfully 
address issues that are fac-
ing our society is for there to 
be consequences when they 
fail to do so. We must make 
it clear we will not accept 
when they fail to work with 
others to solve problems, 
when they lie and change 
rules for a selfish purpose, 
and when control and power 
mean more than right and 

wrong. If terms like truth, ev-
idence and right and wrong 
no longer matter, we will no 
longer have a society.

My grandfather would say 
“something might not be il-
legal, but if it’s just flat out 
wrong, that makes it worse”.

It is up to the electorate 
to determine which type of 
person they want to vote for. 
This problem is not a party 
issue. It is not a candidate 
issue. The problem is a soci-
etal issue in that we have al-
lowed standards of conduct, 
ethics and the “right thing” 
to be set aside for immediate 
gratification or short-term 
political goals. So many vot-
ers are in “tribes” and they 
have placed all their faith in 
the party rather than what 
is truth, what is justice, and 
what was once the American 
way. 

Shame on all of us because 
without a sense of shame, we 
are destined for a world with 
no standards at all.

Thought for the day: 
“Whatever begins in anger, 
ends in shame.” — Benjamin 
Franklin

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out!

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

We have lost our shame, and that is a shame
Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.  
sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260
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Don Anderson

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Don Anderson!

When it comes to one-liners and limericks, Don’s got a 
million of them! Little quips that suit the moment most 
perfectly. Conversations with Don are both delightful and 
enlightening. We first met him at the Shanley Center for the 
Arts, where he volunteers as a docent during the week. In 
the ‘90s, Don purchased three lots in Pecan Plantation and 
finally moved there with his late wife, Jeanette, in 1999. 
Don also served on the Pecan Plantation Volunteer Fire 
Department where he spent a lot of time with his buddy 
and business partner, Dave Raffa. In his early days, Don 
was instrumental in organizing the Civil Air Patrol for our 
area. After the passing of his late wife, Jeanette, Don found 
love again and settled in the Houston area with his new 
wife, Patsy. Sadly, he was widowed for the second time 
and has made the move back to Granbury in March to be 
closer to his two sons. Don’s older son, Stephen Patrick, 
is an investment banker based in Fort Worth, while his 
younger son, Michael Anderson, is a historian and a New 
York Times best-selling author of the ‘The Destroyermen’ 
and ‘The Artillerymen’ series. Don says “I like the abso-
lutely wonderful friendships and new acquaintances along 
with the diversity of the culture of Hood County.” A proud 
Eagle Scout, Don applied the lessons learned to his long 
and impressive career as a consulting engineer and com-
mercial pilot. He was involved in cutting-edge research and 
technology, including microwave technology, long before it 
became commonplace. Even in “retirement,” Don constant-
ly utilizes his skills for enjoyable activities and work,  keep-
ing him on top of his mental game. Don will celebrate his 
90th birthday on Oct. 25! He has also been a broadcaster at 
Granbury’s own KPAR radio station and teaches post-pro-
duction for digital voice and data for future television pro-
ducers at Tarleton State University. Both Don and Michael, 
who is also a history professor, have taught at Tarleton at 
the same time. Don also loves delving into Hood County 
history. The Hood County News is proud to have been part 
of Hood County’s rich history since 1866.

T
he dictionary defines shame as a painful 
feeling of humiliation caused by the con-
sciousness of wrong or foolish behavior. 
While shame is commonly thought of as 

a negative emotion, its existence plays a big part in 
our survival as a species. In the absence of shame, 
there would not be a need to adhere to cultural 
norms nor follow the law in such a way that allows 
us to exist as a society. 

“I wanted to give the of-
ficers credit because they 
handled the situation very 
calmly,” she said. “They were 
speaking to the man calmly 
trying to get him out.”

Galvan said the driver 
would not cooperate with 
officers’ commands and was 
seen reaching under his seat 
on several occasions, but of-
ficers could not determine 
if he had something in his 
hands during that time. 

“After several minutes, the 
Region 8 Special Operations 
Group was called to the 
scene,” Galvan said. “After 
attempting to talk the sus-
pect out of the vehicle for 
over an hour, gas was de-

ployed into the vehicle, and 
the suspect later exited the 
truck and was taken into 
custody.”

Gilbreath said she watched 
as the SWAT team deployed 
drones to break the back 
window of the truck.

“When they broke the win-
dow, they shot tear gas in. 
He didn’t give himself up. He 
only exited the truck because 
they shot tear gas through 
the truck window, and then 
they were able to apprehend 
him from that,” she said.

One of the drones, 
Gilbreath said, was also 
equipped with cameras and 
was told by the GPD officers 
that the driver was “high.”

“Even when he was sitting 
in his truck, the drone with 
the camera could see him 
and he was smoking a crack 

pipe,” she said.
The suspect was identified 

as 63-year-old Barry Harrell 
out of Fort Worth, the news 
release reports. Harrell is 
charged with possession of 
cocaine, evading arrest in 
a motor vehicle, tampering 
with evidence, and accident 
involving damage. 

Gilbreath said she was in-
formed Harrell did not own 
the white Chevrolet pickup; 
he had only borrowed it. 

She added that both her 
car, a Chevy Equinox, and 
her husband’s truck, a 
Chevrolet Silverado, were to-
taled from the damage.

“The police cleared out 
as much as they could,” she 
said. “I haven’t had insur-
ance out here yet, but both 
vehicles are totaled. The 
garage door collapsed and 

knocked a brick off the cor-
ner of our home and did 
some structural damage to 
the garage. That’s the extent 
of what I know, but it was 
scary. I really appreciate the 
good job that the officers 
did, keeping everything calm 
and not letting things get out 
of hand.” 

Galvan said since Harrell 
appeared to run into other 
vehicles intentionally, ad-
ditional charges could be 
filed against him once the 
other victims are located and 
identified.

“The other drivers that 
had been struck had left the 
scene by the time the inci-
dent had concluded, and we 
are hoping to be contacted 
by them soon,” he added. 
“The investigation is still on-
going at this time.”

SUSPECT
FROM PAGE A2

County to launch new website
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Hood County will have a 
new website in the coming 
months.

During a special meet-
ing of the Hood County 
Commissioners Court June 
11, the court reviewed the 
county’s proposed website to 
make necessary changes be-
fore its launch date later this 
summer.

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Nannette Samuelson stressed 
the importance of the website 
by calling it the “face of the 
community.” 

“This is what everyone sees 
when they go to the website 
of Hood County, so I thought 
we should take a look at it 
and make sure that it looks 
good,” she said. 

The commissioners 
“walked through” the pages 
of the site together as a 
resident would do if trying to 
find information about the 
county. The court discussed 

the pros and cons of the cur-
rent site while viewing each 
page in order to address 
where improvements need to 
be made. Owen Curnutt, the 
county’s assistant chief of 
information technology, di-
rected the discussion.

Curnutt explained that the 
home page is important and 
will allow residents to navi-
gate to each county depart-
ment easily.

“One that is very near and 
dear to you, Nannette, is go-
ing to be the agenda center,” 
Curnutt said, adding that the 
new search feature will al-
low residents to find certain 
agenda topics much faster 
and easier than before.

“With the old one, the 
searching wasn’t really good, 
so when you searched, it re-
ally only brought up the title 
of the document into consid-
eration; it never really worked 
well,” he said. “But with this 
one here, we can see (a search 
result) that’s come up often 
was Wolf Hollow, so now if we 
search for Wolf Hollow, we’re 

getting 109 results. That’s 
definitely going to be a lot 
nicer for anybody trying to do 
their homework. (They will be 
able to) go back and look at 
what was said and what was 
done at last court and what 
was on the agenda minutes. 
This will make it easier for 
them to do that.”

Consistency across the 
pages and departments was 
discussed, as well as trans-
parency with the budget 
information. 

“Transparency needs to 
be there; that’s what I mean. 
That’s really important that 
our taxpayers are able to see 
the budget information,” 
Samuelson said.

Once launched, the old 
website will redirect traf-
fic to the new site, so even if 
residents are not aware of the 
change, they will still be able 
to have access. 

“We can modify every-
thing we do. Nothing is set in 
stone,” Curnutt said. 

However, he did mention 
that the old site will eventu-

ally expire. 
“I would say generally for 

about two months, we have to 
keep that redirect traffic go-
ing,” he said.

Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Kevin Andrews wondered 
about the benefit of delaying 
the launch of the new website 
as certain elements still need 
to be tweaked. Curnutt said 
if the court wished to delay 
the release by another week, 
it would allow him time to 
address the issues that were 
discovered.

The court did not take any 
action but decided to push 
the launch date back to allow 
Curnutt to continue modi-
fying the website. Once the 
issues have been resolved, 
Curnutt will request the ap-
proval of the Hood County 
Commissioners Court to “go 
live” on the website. 

At this time, the website 
“go-live” approval will be ten-
tatively placed on the agenda 
for the Tuesday, July 9 court.
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CALENDARCALENDAR

TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS
 Information should be 

submitted at least two 
weeks prior to the event 
for consideration. The 
Community Calendar is 
a free listing in the Hood 
County News to inform 
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should 
be open to the public 
and free to attend. Email 
the who, what, when and 
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street 
address for the location. 
The topic for the meeting, 
program or guest speaker 
must be included. Email to: 
calendar@hcnews.com. 
Calendar information 
runs in chronological 
order as space  
is available. 

HCNEWS.COM

ONGOING
FORWARD TRAINING 

Center “Beginner Typing 
Skills” class. Call 817-573-
6677 or email info@for-
wardtrainingcenter.org

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19
LAKE GRANBURY/

HOOD County Master Gar-
deners monthly meeting 
at Reunion Grounds, 641 
Reunion Court, Granbury. 
Program from 1-2 p.m.: Pat 
Kriener, Herbology and 
Environmental Science 
Teacher at TEACH of Cle-
burne, will present a pro-
gram about ladybugs and 
how they help with pest 
control in your garden. 
Questions? 817-579-3280.

BLOOD DRIVE, Calvary 
Church of Granbury at 
4800 Glen Rose Highway. 
Donation time from noon 
to 6 p.m. Hosted by the Be-
nevolence group. Visit Red-
CrossBlood.org and enter: 
calvarychurchgranbury to 
schedule an appointment.

HOOD COUNTY Republi-
can Women’s Club meets 
at 10 a.m. at The Wylie Cen-
ter in Granbury, 400 East 
U.S Highway 377. Guest 
speaker is Tammy Dooley, 
director of the Granbury 
Visitors Center. She and 
the assistant manager and 
sales director, Kristen Gib-
son, will speak about how 
the local revenue gener-
ated by visitors is a boon to 
the economy. 

FIRST BAPTIST Church 
Vacation Bible School. Free 
program, theme is “Ready, 
Set, Move.” Drop off begins 
at 9 a.m., program begins 
at 9:30 a.m., parents return 
at 11:30 a.m., all welcome 
to stay for lunch which is 
provided. Questions? Deb-
ra DeSario 817-573-7137 or 
830-446-0454.

TUESDAY, JUNE 25
MID CITIES Stamp Gran-

bury Branch meets at 7 
p.m., Bentwater Activities 
Center, 1800 Emarald Bend 
Court. Presentation by Skip 
Ely on collectable varieties 
of the 37 cent stamp. Ques-
tions call 817-910-8174.

FREE HEALTH and Well-
ness Expo at the Hood 
County Senior Center at 
501 East Moore Street from 
1-4 p.m. Local health and 
wellness experts offer in-
formation, resources and 
education on living as or 
caring for older adults. For 
more information call Trish 
at 817-573-5533.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26
FIRST BAPTIST Church 

Vacation Bible School. Free 
program, theme is “Ready, 
Set, Move.” Drop off begins 
at 9 a.m., program begins 
at 9:30 a.m., parents return 
at 11:30 a.m., all welcome 
to stay for lunch which is 
provided. Questions? Deb-
ra DeSario 817-573-7137 or 
830-446-0454

POLICE BLOTTER

Granbury Police Department Criminal Activity Report
The following is a break-

down of activity occurred 
through the Granbury Police 
Department during the peri-
od of June 4-10. While there 
were many incidents, this is 
a partial list of more signifi-
cant activity.

JUNE 4
8:11 a.m.: animal bite on E. 

Pearl Street
10:07 a.m.: theft on E. U.S. 

Highway 377
3:43 p.m.: theft over 

$2,500 and under $30,000 
on E. U.S. Highway 377

6:41 p.m.: suspicious ac-
tivity on Olson Court

**Two minor accidents, a 
warrant service and 18 traf-
fic stops occurred on this 
day**

JUNE 5
12:26 a.m.: noise distur-

bance on W. Pearl Street

3:27 a.m.: stolen vehicle 
recovered on E. U.S. Highway 
377

10:18   a.m.: theft of prop-
erty on E. U.S. Highway 377

5:12 p.m.: financial abuse 
of elderly on Hayloft Lane

5:13 p.m.: hit-and-run ac-
cident on Lipan Highway

6:06 p.m.: theft under 
$100 on E. U.S. Highway 377

7:25 p.m.: SWAT dis-
patched to Mary Jo Lane

7:32 p.m.: assault on E. 
Pearl Street

11:00 p.m.: assault on N. 
Lambert Street

11:48 p.m.: intoxicated 
person on E. U.S. Highway 
377

11:58 p.m.: assault on 
Paluxy Road

**Seven minor accidents, 
two warrant services and 
16 traffic stops occurred on 
this day**

JUNE 6
7:01 a.m.: reckless driver 

on S. Morgan Street
7:04 p.m.: theft over 

$2,500 and under $30,000 
on Chanel Drive

**A major accident and 
10 traffic stops occurred on 
this day**

JUNE 7
12:43 a.m.: suspicious ve-

hicle on Waters Edge Drive
6:33 p.m.: theft on Honor 

Code Place
7:34 p.m.: suspicious ac-

tivity on S. Morgan Street
10:29 p.m.: noise distur-

bance on N. Plaza Drive
**Two minor accidents, a 

warrant service and 14 traf-
fic stops occurred on this 
day**

JUNE 8
12:25 a.m.: terror threat 

on Holly Hills Cemetery 
Road

9:30 a.m.: credit card 
abuse on E. U.S. Highway 
377

8:45 p.m.: driver with 
invalid license on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

**Two major accidents, 
one minor accident and 32 
traffic stops occurred on 
this day**

JUNE 9
4:35 a.m.: noise distur-

bance on Reunion Court
4:17 p.m.: theft on Holly 

Hills Cemetery Road
9:20 p.m.: driver with 

invalid license on E. U.S. 
Highway 377

**Three major accidents, a 
warrant service and 23 traf-
fic stops occurred on this 
day**

JUNE 10
1:46 a.m.: noise distur-

bance on W. Pearl Street
8:17 a.m.: possession of 

a controlled substance on 
Weatherford Highway

3:44 p.m.: public lewdness 
on N. Plaza Drive

8:18 p.m.: public lewdness 
on E. U.S. Highway 377

8:31 p.m.: noise distur-
bance on W. Pearl Street

10:13 p.m.: arrest evaded 
on S. Morgan Street

10:17 p.m.: reckless driver 
on E. U.S. Highway 377

11:31 p.m.: threat on W. 
Torrey Street

**Two warrant services 
and 31 traffic stops oc-
curred this day**

County votes to place jail renovation, 
expansion on November ballot
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County 
Commissioners Court 
unanimously voted to place 
a jail bond — which will in-
clude facility renovations 
and an expansion — on the 
November ballot during a 
regularly scheduled meeting 
June 11.

For years, Hood County 
has entertained the dis-
cussion about whether to 
add to the existing jail or 
construct a completely new 
building to combat the pop-
ulation growth.

During a meeting April 25, 
the court revived the discus-
sion of possibly expanding 
the current jail by tacking 
on an additional 209 beds — 
creating a total of 401 beds 
in the jail.

The proposal, created 
by DRG Architects, would 
include general housing 
up to 150 inmates, flex cell 
housing for either males or 
females up to 28 inmates, 
and special housing up to 31 
inmates.

The 30,606 square foot 
jail addition would also 
feature a new laundry facil-
ity space, an administra-
tive segregation exercise 
area, general population 
exercise area, and multipur-
pose rooms at a total cost of 
$24,484,800.

Phase one of the 6,200 
square foot sheriff’s office 
addition would also be in-
cluded in the master plan-
ning budget, with a total 
cost of $2,480,000.

An additional contingency 
allowance at 10% of the con-
struction costs would add 
$2,696,480 onto the total 
cost — meaning the 209-bed 
addition would cost a grand 
total of $32,357,760.

Once the county select-
ed DRG Architects for the 
project, President Wayne 
Gondeck also outlined a 
fee proposal for the county 
Tuesday, totaling an addi-
tional $2,522,000.

The proposal is based 
on an assumed start date 
for Phase I services (pre-
funding) of July 1, with a 
November bond election to 
be called in August. 

Upon the passage of a 
successful bond election, 
Phase II services (design and 

construction administra-
tion) would commence in 
January 2025 with design 
completion set for June/July 
2025 and construction com-
mencement in late 2025. 
Construction completion 
could be expected in early 
2027.

During the meeting June 
11, the court started the dis-
cussion about accepting the 
DRG fee proposal and au-
thorizing County Attorney 
Matt Mills to negotiate a 
final contract that will be 
brought back to court for 
signature.

Precinct 3 Commissioner 

Jack Wilson said he was con-
cerned since building the 
209-bed addition could take 
as long as 30 months.

“Even though we’re add-
ing 209 beds with 53 out-
of-county today, the issue is 
once the new facility is built, 
then we move all of the cur-
rent inmates into that one 
and then start the refurb 
on there,” Wilson said. “So, 
basically, we (won’t) see any 
real increase in bed capacity 
in about four to five years.” 

“The renovation por-
tion of the project can be 
handled in multiple ways,” 
Gondeck said. “You could 
do it in phases where you 
could reduce or eliminate 
the number of inmates to 
house out-of-county. If you 
wanted to do it all at once 
and move all your inmates 
in there and vacate every-
thing in the existing jail, 
then that would require you 
to continue to house out-of-
county. If you want to do it 
in a portion, it may take lon-
ger, but you can keep more 

of the inmates in the county 
... We do have the mindset 
of flexibility to address that 
program in multiple ways 
to come up with better solu-
tions as to how you’re go-
ing to operate the existing 
facility.”

Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Kevin Andrews asked for 
clarification about how, if 
the bond fails in November, 
Phase II of the fee servic-
es would not take place. 
Gondeck confirmed that is 
correct, but said eventually 
the county will have to find 
another solution to handle 
the growth.

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Nannette Samuelson also 
asked Gondeck if they had 
enough material currently 
to go forward with the bond 
process without spending 
an additional $280,000 on 
the pre-funding. He re-
sponded that there is noth-
ing keeping the court from 
calling an election, but told 
the court he has seen more 
success through DRG pro-
viding adequate information 
to the public.

“Right now, we have a 
real quick floor plan that 
we included for you before 
and this is a concept draw-
ing. We want to develop that 
for a better presentation 
to do some more develop-
ments,” Gondeck said. “We 
want to participate in public 
meetings to be able to take 
all that information ... and 
present that to the public ... 
so that is where our services 
are really adding to this go-
ing forward.”

Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Dave Eagle said it was pre-

mature to accept the fee 
proposal from DRG before 
voting on the funding for 
the jail — whether to an-
nounce a bond election 
or to issue a certificate of 
obligation.

“That $32 million is what 
y’all gave us for a 209-bed 
facility, so we got that num-
ber,” Eagle said. “But I’ve got 
documentation from a year-
and-a-half ago that y’all did 
a special programming on 
renovating the old jail at $23 
million. It seems to me like 
this conversation — if we’re 
going to decide to go with a 
bond — we need to look at 

the whole package. Instead 
of piecemealing this out, we 
need to look at the addition, 
as well as the move out and 
the renovation, the cost of 
that, and now we’re going 
to be talking $60 million, 
and that absolutely, in my 
opinion, should be a bond 
consideration.”

Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Jack Wilson said the last 
needs analysis for Hood 
County was created May 24, 
which recommends con-
structing a facility of no less 
than 432 beds. 

“Now, if memory serves 
me correct, 432 was what we 
looked at a little over a year 
ago, as a proposed process 
then,” he said. “We’ve got to 
look not only at the 209 that 
we’re looking at now, but 
you know, the renovation of 
the 192 that we’ve got, and 
we’re still below the 432. 
We’ve got to look at part of 
the picture, the fact of what 
you’re proposing now, but 
we also need to look at the 
big picture as a total.”

Wilson then made a mo-
tion to table the discussion 
about the final contract until 
the court voted on whether 
to go through a bond elec-
tion or a certificate of obli-
gation. The motion passed 
unanimously.

The court then went on to 
the next agenda item, which 
involved choosing a funding 
method for the jail addition. 

County Financial Advisor 
Jim Sabonis started out by 
saying that Hood County 
is currently in excellent fi-
nancial condition. He said 
the county’s credit rating is 
double A-plus, and there are 
only a couple of years left on 
its outstanding debt. 

“We probably can fund 
this at a 20-year amortiza-
tion, without impacting our 
current very low (interest 
and sinking fund) tax rate 
at a 2.4 success,” he said. “It 
would cost slightly under 
4% in today’s market. Our 
expectation is that this sale 
can be done relatively at a 
very cost-efficient basis.”

Sabonis explained that 
as a county, there are three 
main ways of funding: 
vote for general obligation 
bonds, go through a public 
notice process, or issue a 
certificate of obligation. He 
said in his experience, he’s 
used both a GO bond and 
a CO. 

Local GO bonds must be 
approved by two-thirds of 
the voters, while COs es-
sentially allow local govern-
ments to fund public works 
without voter approval — 
unless 5% of registered vot-
ers sign a petition to create 
an election. 

“Five percent of the peo-
ple that voted in the last 
general election could force 
the item to an actual bond 
election which would be 
May,” Sabonis said. “In my 
entire career, being involved 
in 2,500 bond programs, 
I only received two peti-
tions for very controversial 
projects. At the same time, 
most of the debt that’s is-
sued by entities in the state 
of Texas are certificates of 
obligations.” 

He encouraged the court 
to consider two things when 
making its decision regard-
ing funding: the benefit to 
the county and the tax rate 

“Five percent of the people that voted in the last general election 

could force the item to an actual bond election which would be May. 

In my entire career, being involved in 2,500 bond programs, I only 

received two petitions for very controversial projects. At the same 

time, most of the debt that’s issued by entities in the state of Texas 

are certificates of obligations.” 

JIM SABONIS
County Financial Advisor
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WESLEY LEMENS
My dad is a man who may 

seem intimidating or scary, 
but once a person gets to 
know him they will soon 
realize his easygoing per-
sonality, his quirky sense of 
humor (and love for poop 
jokes), a passion for growing 
vegetables, fruits and trees 
in the backyard, and his car-
ing demeanor for his family.

HARD WORKING: From a 
daughter’s perspective, my 
dad has always been a man 
who enjoys being produc-
tive. His driven and energet-
ic mindset is what has put 
a roof over my head, food 
on the table, and given me 
the financial and emotional 
relief of not having to take 
my car to the shop for an oil 
change. My dad worked on 
a rig in the oil field for years 
and sacrificed his own hap-
piness for the well-being 
of his family. Working long 
shifts out of town, he was 
unable to be a part of prin-
cipal moments in mine and 
my siblings’ childhoods. This 
is not something I am upset 
about, however, because my 
dad worked the job he did so 
that my family could thrive.

My dad is a man made of 
steel, a man who will put 
his family above everything 
else. Despite his untiring 
demeanor and need to work 
hard, my dad is always sure 
to make time for the sweet 
moments with family and 
cherish the time we have to-
gether. He values the family 
and loves us all endlessly. My 
dad’s hardworking mindset 
is an aspect I look up to and 
will take with me as I enter 
the workforce as well as 
adulthood. He is a man I am 
proud to call my dad.

Emily Lemens
Granbury

JAMES FRENCH  
HYDE JR.

Step-son : Virg Thomas
Reason for praise: He ac-

cepted the role of dad to 

me, a 13-year-old boy, and 
my sister, who was 14, even 
though he already had three 
sons and a daughter of his 
own. He treated us all fairly 
and equally. Unfortunately, 
he did not realize the calam-
ity I was going to cause him 
early on. But he stuck to his 
principles, although I did not 
have any at that age, and saw 
it through. He supported all 
his kids’, and now grand-
kids’, activities and aspira-
tions. He uses logic when 
problem-solving and has a 
sharp wit, both of which I 
didn’t appreciate early on. 
After almost 38 years I ap-
preciate him more every day. 
Thank you, Jim.

Virg Thomas
Arlington

JAMES F. HYDE JR.
Son: John Hyde
Reason for praise: He 

achieved his goal of becom-
ing an airline pilot with no 
financial help from anyone 
else. He has a successful 
aviation career with more 
than 50 years of accident/
incident free operation. He 
is always innovative and a 
forward thinker because 
he planted one of the first 
peach orchards in Hood 
County and opened one of 
the first liquor stores here, 
as well. He always has a 
never quit and no excuse at-
titude. No matter what life 
deals him he always gets up 
and goes at it.

John Hyde
Fort Worth

JAMES F. HYDE JR.
He was born into humble 

beginnings, the son of a 
lifetime military man, with 
a boyhood dream to fly air-
planes. He worked hard and 
sacrificed to achieve that 
dream, demonstrating to us 
that no dream is too big if 
one works hard enough. He 
worked tirelessly, paying his 
way through college, obtain-
ing all his flight certifications 

and achieving his dream of 
becoming an airline pilot.

Growing up, he instilled in 
us the value of hard work. He 
showed us, through his own 
actions, that true success is 
built on a foundation of dili-
gence and perseverance. Our 
dad taught us to “Always be 
early, because if you are right 
on time, you are almost late.” 
He also taught us that al-
though we “might not always 
be the smartest person in the 
room, there is no excuse for 
getting out-worked.”

Education was always 
a priority for our dad. He 
encouraged us to strive for 
excellence, to reach for our 
dreams, and to never settle 
for less than our best. We 
were taught from a very 
early age the importance of 
education. We were taught to 
appreciate science and facts.

In all my various careers 
and business ventures, he 
has always been support-
ive. When I was a musician, 
he would go to many of my 
shows, and pretend to be 
from a record label, scouting 
talent.

He cosigned my first busi-
ness loan, making my risky 
business venture his own 
risky business venture.

He is a wonderful grandfa-
ther who has always encour-
aged and supported all his 
grandchildren. He began 
teaching my own son, Lucas, 
about science almost from 
birth. Dad instilled a lifetime 
love of science in Lucas that 
has opened, and will con-
tinue to open, many educa-
tional and career opportuni-
ties for him.

Paul Hyde
Granbury

JOSHUA MORRISON
My dad, Joshua Morrison, 

is the most inspiring per-
son I know. Most know him 
from his community service, 
whether it be any of the 
various food pantries across 
town or the multitudes of 
veterans’ outreach services 

he runs or participates in. He 
wasn’t always this proactive; 
during his time in the Army, 
he struggled behind closed 
doors — nobody would’ve 
known had he not reached 
out. After he retired, he 
pursued a career in men-
tal health counseling and is 
currently the director of vet-
eran services at Pecan Valley 
Centers.

As I enter this new season 
of my life, I would like to give 
credit where it’s due: to my 
dad. Because of him, I aspire 
to be a mental health coun-
selor myself —  I’ve always 
looked up to him and so 
have so many other people, 
which is why I believe he 
deserves the title of Most 
Inspiring Dad.

Katie Morrison
Granbury

PAUL DAMIEN HYDE
My relation to him: 

Daughter
My dad is the most hard-

working person I’ve ever 
met. His strong work ethic 
and determination are not 
only impressive, but inspir-
ing. I’ve had the privilege to 
observe him my entire life. 
I’ve seen him do all kinds 
of labor, from fixing dents, 
sitting at a desk and talk-
ing in VERY smart business 
terms, and driving me to and 
from every dance class in the 
very late hours of the night 
(thanks, Dad!). Although his 
resume is very impressive, 
he’s worked the hardest at 
raising me and my siblings 
correctly. I thank him eter-
nally for putting up with our 
shenanigans.

Brylea Hyde
Granbury

PAUL HYDE
My dad, Paul Hyde, is many 

things. A businessman, a 
killer guitarist, an entrepre-
neur, a husband and many 
more. Most people couldn’t 
handle two of these jobs, 
but Paul Hyde is not most 

people. Despite this hectic 
lifestyle, he always finds 
time for his most important 
task: fatherhood. My dad de-
serves recognition because 
he continuously goes above 
and beyond when it comes to 
his family. Despite having a 
very busy work and personal 
life, he always finds time to 
support me and my sister in 
all of our endeavors. Even 
with a very busy schedule, he 
always finds a way to make 
everyone in my family feel 
loved and appreciated. His 
relentless efforts and self-
less nature truly embody the 
Hardest Working Dad award.

Lucas Hyde
Granbury

J. RENE LAFLAMME:  
A FUN DAD

My dad is a gregarious, lov-
ing, project-oriented farmer, 
engineer and funny man. 
Dad is a deep thinker who 
enjoys spirited conversa-
tions with his five children. 
I have many fond memories 
from childhood because of 
his kindness and patience. 
One that stands out is “cook-
ie mush.” Oh, how we loved 
grocery shopping with Dad 
when he was hungry! Bags of 
Oreo cookies and gallons of 
milk would go from shop-
ping cart to our kitchen table 
to large plastic tumblers 
for each of us kids. With 
the milk cascading over the 
craggy Oreo cookie moun-
tain in our glasses, he said, 
“Ok, now mash ’em up.” We 
would stab the mess with 
our spoons until it resem-
bled ice cream and then de-
light in its fun and sweetness 
while cracking jokes. Happy 
Father’s Day to my dear, 
sweet dad. Relax, please.

I love you,

Lauren
Granbury

RAY DUNCAN
Daughter: Eden Duncan 

Gilbreath

My Daddy, Ray Duncan, 
is warm and charismatic, 
charming and funny. Flirty 
and handsome, he has been 
devoted to my beautiful 
Mama for well over 60 years, 
celebrating 60 years of mar-
riage this August. 

The epitome of a tough 
guy, Daddy is a Navy corps-
man, a trick rider, a motor-
cycle rider, an engineer and 
a craftsman. He can build or 
fix anything. He bought us a 
pony as children, and each 
a dirt bike. He built us the 
most beautiful wooden go-
cart and a playhouse in our 
basement. He spent his days 
off taking us to the moun-
tains, to the park, riding 
bikes, or spending time on 
the boat. 

Daddy has always encour-
aged my brother and I and 
now our families. He tells us 
we were capable of anything, 
that we are wonderful, bril-
liant, funny, beautiful and 
loved. He came to faith in 
Jesus as an adult and he has 
a steady faith. His big warm 
hugs are unmatched.

 I love you, Daddy! 

Always your girl, 
Eden

LEO (HUG) GILBREATH
Daughter: Winter Gilbreath
What can I say, my Dad Leo 

(Hug) Gilbreath is the best! 
I am so grateful that he has 
truly cared about me and 
my interests all my life. He’s 
always supported our family 
and is our strong protector. 

Love you, Dad, 
Winter

LEO (HUG) GILBREATH
Son: Wilder Gilbreath
What can I say except that 

I’m the GOAT and my dad 
Leo (Hug) Gilbreath is lucky 
to have me as his son … wait, 
that’s not right. The truth is 
MY DAD is the GOAT and he 
never ceases to amaze me 
with his incredible lore!

I love you Dad, 
Wilder

The meaning and 
celebration of Juneteenth 
BY ROSE SIMPSON
Special to the Hood County News

June 19 has special meaning to Black 
Texans. The day is called Juneteenth, an 
event that has been celebrated in the Black 
community for more than 150 years.

As a young girl growing up in Fort 
Worth, I wondered why older Black people 
celebrated that day. I had been taught in 
my history classes at school that July 4, 
1776 was the day American colonies de-
clared their freedom from the British. I 
wondered why the older people were so 
cantankerous and insisted that June 19 
— not July 4 — was the freedom day for 
them. Why was there nothing in our his-
tory books at school about Juneteenth?

However, there was a great deal in our 
history books about slavery. On July 4, 
1776, the British colonies declared them-
selves independent of Great Britain and 
formed a new nation, the United States 
of America. But it took a deadly Civil War 
and the deaths of approximately 620,000 
soldiers from both the Union and the 
Confederate Armies, as well as the pas-
sage of the 13th Amendment in 1865, for 
slavery to become illegal in the United 
States of America.

On Jan. 1, 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation which proclaimed “all per-
sons held as slaves within the rebellious 
states are, and, henceforward shall be 
free.” However, the slaves were not freed 
in Texas until Gen. Gordon Granger ar-

rived at Galveston Island with 2,000 fed-
eral troops and read the Emancipation 
Proclamation to the slaves who had gath-
ered that day. Until then, the slaves in 
Texas did not realize they were free.

By the 1950s and 1960s, younger Black 
people no longer regularly celebrated 
Juneteenth. The emphasis of the Black 
leaders had begun to focus upon achiev-
ing equality under the law. The younger 
generation had forgotten the pains and 
struggles of slavery and were interested 
in improving the struggles they faced deal-
ing with discrimination and equality in a 
segregated society. 

Thanks to the persistence and dedica-
tion of a retired teacher from Fort Worth, 
Ms. Opal Lee, Juneteenth is now a national 
holiday. On June 17, 2021, President Joe 
Biden signed the bill declaring Juneteenth 
a federal holiday throughout all of the 
United States of America.

Although slavery did not officially end 
until the 13th Amendment was adopted 
in 1865, Juneteenth symbolizes the end 
of slavery in the United States of America. 
Therefore, those of us who had enslaved 
ancestors in the United States have a spe-
cial place in our hearts for the meaning 
and celebration of Juneteenth. However, 
all American citizens can be proud that 
the entire country now recognizes the sig-
nificance of Juneteenth as the day when 
the United States symbolically threw off 
the shackles of its slavery past, becom-
ing a beacon of freedom throughout the 
world. 
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The Lone Star Street Rod Association held its 49th Annual State Run at Granbury’s Hewlett Park, featuring 246 rods for attendees to enjoy. Activities took place all day Saturday and Sunday, and the event 
concluded with raffle drawings and an awards ceremony at noon Sunday. The event was free of charge for spectators.
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Attendees of The United Republicans of Hood County meeting Tuesday, June 11.
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You Don’t Want to Wait
Illness and injuries may not work on your schedule, so you need care that does. The team at Lakeside Physicians 
Express Care can diagnose and treat the unexpected, from flu to sprains, after hours and even on weekends. So 
if you’re not feeling great, you don’t have to wait for quality care.

3801 E. Hwy. 377, Suite 100, Granbury, TX
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., 7 days a week

Visit ExpressCareLakeside.com.

impact on the citizens. 
Eagle reiterated his com-

ment from the previous 
agenda item regarding the 
cost estimate provided to the 
court a year-and-a-half ago 
about the jail renovations.

“If I remember correctly, 
it was around $23 million, 
somewhere in that neigh-
borhood. This was back in 
January of 2023,” he said. 
“If you’re looking at the 
$32-and-a-half million that 
you’ve looked at that was 
proposed on the 209 bed 
new addition, when you add 
the $23 million to that we 
got a year-and-a-half ago, 
and then we add a factor in 
there to cover just in case, 
even if it’s 10%, or 15%, we 
should have a pretty good 
idea of a bond number to 
get the whole project done. 
Otherwise, we build a new 
space and move all the pris-

oners over there, and then 
we got to come back to the 
taxpayers and hit them for 
another bond (for renova-
tions) ... Looking at the big 
picture, we (need to) have 
the funds together to do 
the whole project. Is that 
unreasonable?”

“Sure, I haven’t modeled 
it out, but it makes sense to 
me,” Sabonis said. “I think 
it’s important to understand 
not just what this year’s 
need is, but over the course 
of the next couple of years.” 

Wilson said that in the 
study last year planning for 
432 beds, the number came 
out to $66 million. He argued 
that with the renovations 
and new addition costing 
about $60 million, it would 
only be about $6 million 
more to build a new facility.

Andrews pointed out that 
the renovation quote includ-
ed work that will likely not 
be needed, as the $23 million 
was “way overinflated.” He 
said he believes the renova-

tions would cost between 
$10-$15 million.

“I agree with both 
Commissioner Eagle and 
Commissioner Wilson that 
going to the voters — if 
that’s what we intend to do 
with the entire package — 
is better than piecemeal,” 
Samuelson said. “We need 
to give them all the infor-
mation, not come back in 
four or five years and say, 
‘Oh, well, now we need to 
renovate the existing jail,’ so 
I think we do need a better 
estimate for the existing jail 
renovations so that we can 
put the total package togeth-
er and put it in front of the 
voters. We need to have town 
halls or sessions at night 
where people that work can 
come and listen to what the 
need is and educate the pub-
lic on what the need is before 
we even go out to bond.” 

Wilson asked Sabonis what 
his professional opinion is 
on doing a certificate of ob-
ligation or bond package for 

the jail. Sabonis said he can 
give financial advice, but that 
he would defer to Judge Ron 
Massingill and the commis-
sioners as “you know your 
community better than I do.” 

“On the certificate of obli-
gation, it only requires 5% of 
the registered voters (to peti-
tion for an election); that’s 
2,500 people,” Samuelson 
said. “I think anybody can 
look at some recent elec-
tions and realize that there’s 
a high probability of getting 
2,500 people that will ask us 
to do an election. This is a lot 
of money; I think the voters 
need to weigh in on it.”

“A bond lets the taxpayers 
opt in, and a CO forces them 
to opt out, and that’s why 
you’ve only seen a couple of 
elections where that’s hap-
pened in all your years of 
experience because it’s really 
almost a done deal,” Eagle 
said, addressing Sabonis. 
“That’s one of the criticisms 
currently of the certificates 
of obligation by local govern-

ments is that if they issue 
them, they’re not going to 
get challenged. In my opin-
ion, let them opt in, and if 
they go with it, then we’re 
doing the will of the people.”

Wilson added that this fis-
cal year, the county bud-
geted $800,000 for out-of-
county housing. He said 
Hood County has already 
spent over $600,000 of that 
amount, with a third of the 
fiscal year remaining. 

“We will have to be mov-
ing money probably the 
first quarter in July to cover 
out-of-county housing bills; 
that’s how serious this issue 
is,” Wilson said. “We bud-
geted $800,000, and we’re 
probably going to be about 
$1.2, maybe even $1.3 by the 
end of this fiscal year, which 
ends Sept. 30, so everybody 
needs to be aware of where 
we’re at and how much 
money is being expended. 
We could be making bond 
payments or certificate of 
obligations payments.”

Wilson made a motion to 
authorize County Auditor 
Stephanie Matlock to pur-
sue funding for a certificate 
of obligation bond for the 
209-bed jail facility and the 
renovation with a cap of 
$56 million. With a second 
from Massingill, the board 
took a vote, with Samuelson, 
Andrews and Eagle voting 
against the motion. 

After Wilson’s motion 
failed, Eagle made a motion 
to have Matlock and Sabonis 
formalize a plan for a gener-
al obligation bond to include 
the jail renovations and the 
expansion not to exceed $50 
million. Andrews seconded 
the motion and it passed 
unanimously.

Sabonis added he will work 
with county staff and his 
counsel to come up with a 
presentation in the coming 
weeks regarding different 
pricing options and the pro-
posed agenda language for 
the election.

JAIL
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United Republicans of Hood County host state Rep. Glenn Rogers

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

The United Republicans of Hood 
County gathered Tuesday evening, 
June 11, with Dr. Glenn Rogers, 
state representative for House 
District 60, as the keynote speak-
er. The meeting opened with an in-
vocation, the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the Texas Pledge, setting a pa-
triotic tone for the evening.

Rogers, a sixth-generation 
Texan with roots in Palo Pinto 
County since the 1890s, graduat-
ed from Texas A&M University and 
returned home to run the family 
ranch and establish a veterinary 
practice. Known for his strong 
support of rural, conservative 
values and Second Amendment 
rights, Rogers emphasized his 
dedication to his constituents.

“I’m a Christian, I’m a husband, 
I’m a father, I’m a veterinarian, 
I’m a rancher, I’m a conservative 
Republican,” Rogers declared. 
“I consider my district my first 
responsibility, and I’m a state 
representative.”

Rogers highlighted the achieve-

ments of the last two legislative 
sessions, describing them as the 
most conservative in Texas his-
tory. “We passed constitutional 
carry, enacted the largest prop-
erty tax decrease in Texas history, 
and passed the strongest border 
legislation ever,” he stated. “We 
banned drag show performances 
in front of children, prohibited 
child gender modification, and 
removed sexually explicit mate-
rials from public school librar-
ies. We also required athletes to 
compete according to their birth 
sex, and ended COVID-19 vac-
cine mandates and DEI offices at 
universities.”

Addressing the difficulties of 
running for office, Rogers spoke 
about facing opposition from well-
funded adversaries like Tim Dunn 
and Farris Wilks. “These men hide 
behind their money and religion, 
causing more damage to Texas 
than anyone I know. They spread 
lies in the name of God,” Rogers 
asserted.

Rogers refuted several accusa-
tions from his opponents, includ-
ing claims that he voted for Sharia 
law and granted himself a pen-

sion. “I voted with the majority 
of Republicans 99% of the time. 
Claims that I supported Sharia law 
or voted for a pension are abso-
lute lies,” he explained. “You don’t 
even get a pension until you’ve 
served for eight years.”

The representative criticized 
the influence of wealthy donors 
in politics. “Tim Dunn and Farris 
Wilks want you to get all your 
information from their sources. 
They want to eliminate public 
education and enforce a hardline 
theocracy and oligarchy,” Rogers 
warned. He referred to their influ-
ence network as a cartel, high-
lighting its complexity and con-
stant rebranding.

Rogers mentioned Cary 
Cheshire and Tony McDonald, 
referencing a 2020 runoff incident 
involving a leaked audio recording 
that mocked Gov. Abbott for being 
in a wheelchair. The crude lan-
guage in the recording led to the 
rebranding of the political action 
committee “Empower Texans” to 
“Defend Texas Liberty,” and even 
a third rebranding to “Texans for 
a Conservative Majority.” The lat-
est change came after the Texas 

Tribune revealed a meeting that 
took place between Empower 
Texans leader Jonathan Strickland 
and well-known neo-Nazi sympa-
thizer and Holocaust denier Nick 
Fuentes. They met for over six 
hours at the PAC’s office in Fort 
Worth. Rogers noted that the in-
dividuals involved remain active. 
“These guys never get rid of their 
cult leaders,” he said.

“I worry about the voting pub-
lic losing critical thinking skills,” 
Rogers said, “but I know every-
body in this room is a critical 
thinker. That’s why we’re here.” 
He elaborated on Tim Dunn’s 
intentions: “Dunn is a multi-bil-
lionaire with significant influ-
ence in various sectors, including 
religion and education. He aims to 
destroy public education entirely. 
He stated a few months ago that 
he wasn’t really concerned about 
vouchers because they are just 

Rep. Glenn Rogers highlighted 
the achievements of the last two 
legislative sessions.

PLEASE SEE ROGERS | A10
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5th Annual ‘Pickin’ in the Pasture’ benefit concert

Hood County Children’s Charity Fund’s 
5th Annual “Pickin’ in the Pasture” 
concert Saturday, June 8 at Warren’s 
Backyard was a rousing success. Texas 
Country legend Kevin Fowler headlined 
the fun-filled event. Support from the 
concert has a lasting impact as Hood 
County students return to school in 
August 2024. Hood County Children’s 
Charity Fund provides clothing 
and shoes so children can enter the 
classroom feeling confident. Funds 
raised will also help restock clothing 
closets located on every Hood County 
school campus that students can utilize 
when an extreme need is identified 
during the school day by counselors 
and teachers. Last year, HCCCF clothed 
over 1,000 students heading into the 
school year at the cost of $65,000 
and also provided over $20,000 to 
graduating seniors attending trade 
schools and who exhibited significant 
financial need.
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By the time you reach re-
tirement age, you may have 
accumulated a 401(k), IRA 
and other investment ac-
counts, along with insurance 
policies and physical proper-
ties. You’ll use some of these 
assets to support your retire-
ment, but the rest may end 
up in your estate — which 
is why an estate plan is so 
important.

So, to leave a legacy for 
your family and those phil-
anthropic groups you sup-
port, you need a comprehen-
sive estate plan — and you 
need to avoid making mis-
takes. Here are some of the 
most common ones: 

PROCRASTINATING
Estate planning, and its 

implications about our mor-
tality, may not be a pleas-
ant topic to think about. Yet, 
putting off your estate plans 
can be risky. If you were to 
pass away or become inca-
pacitated without doing any 
estate planning, the results 
could be costly for your 
loved ones. One possible 
consequence: If you haven’t 
at least created a basic, 
simple will, the courts could 
decide how to divide and 
distribute your assets, and 

they may do so in a way you 
wouldn’t want.

NOT UPDATING WILLS AND 
OTHER DOCUMENTS

Drafting a will and other 
legal documents, such as a 
living trust, is an important 
step in your estate planning. 
But you shouldn’t just cre-
ate these arrangements and 
forget about them. Changes 
in your life and among your 
loved ones — deaths, di-
vorce, remarriage, new chil-
dren and more — may result 
in the need for you to update 
your estate plans, so it’s a 
good idea to review them 
periodically. 

NOT UPDATING 
BENEFICIARIES

Similar to updating your 

will to reflect changes in 
your life and family situ-
ation, you may also need 
to update the beneficia-
ries listed on your finan-
cial accounts and insurance 
policies. These designations 
carry a lot of weight and can 
even supersede instructions 
in your will, so you’ll need to 
make sure they are current 
and accurate.

NOT PROPERLY TITLING 
ASSETS IN A TRUST

Depending on your situa-
tion, you may benefit from 
establishing a living trust, 
which may allow your estate 
to avoid the time-consuming 
and expensive process of 
probate. A living trust also 
helps give you control over 
how, and when, you want 
your assets distributed. 

However, you need to retitle 
your assets in the name of 
the trust for the trust to be 
effective. 

NOT CHOOSING  
THE RIGHT EXECUTOR

An executor carries out 
your wishes based on the 
instructions you’ve given in 
your will or trust documents. 
But fulfilling an executor’s 
duties is not as simple as, 
say, following a recipe for a 
basic meal. Consequently, 
while you might just want to 
pick a close family member 
as executor, you need to be 
sure this person is compe-
tent, good with details and 
won’t be overwhelmed by 
the financial and legal issues 
involved in settling an estate. 
If your initial choice doesn’t 
have these skills, you may 

need to find a responsible 
person outside the family.

Finally, here’s one more 
mistake: going it alone. 
Estate planning is not a do-
it-yourself activity. To help 
ensure your estate plan 
addresses all the issues in-
volved, you’ll need to work 
with a legal advisor, and pos-
sibly your tax and financial 
professionals, too.  

Devoting the necessary 
time and effort can help you 
avoid many of the mistakes 
that threaten the effective-
ness of estate plans — and 
the fewer mistakes you 
make, the better off your 
beneficiaries can be. 
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Tommy Lee film:
      “Eyes of Laura ___”
  5  TXism: “chew __  __
      awhile” (ponder)
  6  San Antonio “Road-
      runners” univ.
  7  classic western:
      “High ____” (1952)
  8  basic cable net.
  9  “it don’t ___ up”
      (makes no sense)
12  seat of Callahan
      County on I-20
17  position of Texas
      legend Nolan Ryan
19  TXism: “got as much
      chance as _  _____
      in a packing plant”
21  TXism: “_____  __
      a goose”
22  apprehended
23  popular TV dog
28  Monahans ____hills
      State Park
29  TX Joe Don Baker
      film: “Cape ____”
30  one name for the
      earliest country in
      Texas
31  Cowboys won ____   
      Bowl five times
35  TX-born Keyes book
      “Scarlett O’_____
      Younger Sister”
36  TXism: “three
      ______  __  ___
      wind” (drunk)
42  large hairy spider
44  Karmann _____
      (old Volkswagens)
46  melons grown in the
      Rio Grande Valley
48  Cowboys hated foe

  1  seat of Titus County
      (2 wds.)
  2  San _______, TX
  3  Italian rice dishes
  4  Marsh, creator of
      the “Cadillac
      Ranch,” for short
  9  TXism: “active as a
      fox in _  ___ house”
10  TXism: “he was
      around when the
      ____  ___  ___ 
      ____ sick” (old)
11  physicians (abbr.)
12  legally prohibit
13  TXism: “nervous
      __  _  ____  __  _
      frying pan”
14  TXism: “let __  __”
      (leave it alone)

49  Assoc. Press TV News
      (APTN) bought this 
      internat’l agcy. in 1999
50  large tub
51  poker stakes
52  dir. from Andrews to
      Cross Plains
53  Dallas and Houston
      have ____ transit
54  Rio Grande in Mexico:
      “Rio Bravo del _____”
56  “neither’s” sidekick

57  TXism: “a
      boldface ___”
58  gotta gain
      these to get TDs

15  singer McEntire
      from Texas’ 
      northern neighbor
16 ____ Park, Texas
18  southern states
      gov. in Civil War
20  ave. or st., e.g.
23  Chris __Doux is in
      the “Texas Trail
      Hall of Fame”
24  Texas cosmetics
      founder Mary Kay
25  expectorated
26  _____ T. Hughes
      swore in LBJ on Air 
      Force One in 1963
27  TXism: “get your
      ducks __  _  ___”
32  Austin univ.

33  Xbox competitor
      (abbr.)
34  martian? (abbr.)
36  pigpen
37  Paul Newman 1963
      film about Texas
38  7-______ (Texas
      convenience store)
39  TXism: “_____ the
      unvarnished truth”

40  Texas Southern
       sprinter Jim who
      won 1968 Gold
41  TXism: “____ high
      on the hog” (rich)
43  Rangers drafted
      this Robb in 1987
45  Jeremy Pena pos.
      with the Astros
47  this promotes the
      growth of muscles
48  TXism: “boring as a
      fishing trip with a
      ____ warden”
55  TX ZZ Top break-
      through album:
      “____Hombres”
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OBITUARIES

Avoid these estate planning mistakes
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Financial Adviser

Taylor Mobly

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS 
AND MONUMENTS, 
CEMETERY PLOTS, 

CREMATION GARDENS, 
MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS 

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and 
we’ll help you plan ahead 

& save.
(817) 279 - 7270

1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

@HCNEWS HCNEWS.COM
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SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY
Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.

hcnews.com. Advance payment is required and 
you may do so online when placing the obituary. 
Obituaries should come from the funeral home. 
Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified 
with the facility handling the body or the church 
where service will be held. You must provide 
the contact info for verification when submit-
ting the obituary. The Hood County News dead-
line for obituaries is 10 a.m. Wednesday for the 
Saturday paper. Deadlines are subject to change 
during holidays.

Donald Lee Richt
June 21, 1950 - June 3, 2024

My beloved husband,
TSGT Donald Lee Richt,
was called home to be with
his Lord on Monday, June
3, 2024. He was born in El-
wood City, Pennsylvania
on June 21, 1950, to Mar-
jorie Seibka and Howard
Volz who preceded him in
death. Don and I married
in Abilene, Texas. When he
proposed, he asked me to
marry him every 10 years,
so we have been married
five times. He was an ex-
tremely loving husband
and father to our son, Joe
Richt, who is engaged to
Revah Rice.

Don retired from the
United States Air Force
with his service years 1968
-1989. He was a patriot
and loved America. He
would gladly defend Amer-
ica at any time. He was a
lifetime member of our lo-
cal VFW post 7835. He
showed his love for me
and our family every single
day.

Don fulfilled all my
wishes and childhood
dreams of going to Eng-
land and Scotland. He was
the most amazing, awe-
some husband, and my
soulmate for eternity.

Don was easy going and
liked by everyone. He also
retired from the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram. Then
he worked at the Hilton
Garden Inn for eight years.

We have four grandchil-
dren, Joseph Richt, Jr.,
Kailee Heinger who has
two daughters, Paisley and
Lilianna, Nathan Richt, and
Breanna and Owen who
have a son, Desmond; nine
great-grandchildren.

Don is preceded in
death by sister, Cindy
Resse, survived by sister,
Judy Campbell married to
Bill Campbell with a
daughter, Ali.

All my love sweetheart
till I hold you in my arms
again. Love and miss you,
Mary Richt.

Visitation: 6-8 p.m., Fri-
day, June 14, 2024, at Wi-
ley Funeral Home. Service
11 a.m., Saturday, June 15,
2024, at Wiley Funeral
Home. Burial at Holly Hills
Memorial Park in
Granbury, Texas.

Celebration of Life fol-
lowing burial at 2 p.m.
VFW post #7835.

Virginia Nell Douglass
June 21, 1936 - June 7, 2024

Virginia Nell Douglass,
87, beloved mother, grand-
mother, and great-grand-
mother, passed away
peacefully in her Granbury
home on June 7, 2024. She
was surrounded by a room
-full of family who loved
and cherished her as much
as she did them.

Funeral services will be
held at 10 a.m., on Friday,
June 21, 2024, at Wiley Fu-
neral Home, 400 Highway
377 E., in Granbury, Texas.
Burial will follow Friday af-
ternoon at Shannon Rose
Hill Cemetery in Fort
Worth at 1 p.m.

Virginia (Ginny) was
born on June 21, 1936, in
Sweetwater, Texas to the
late Lester and Nora
Crutcher. The family later
moved to Hooks, Texas,
where Ginny grew up. Of
her school days, she
writes: "I have many won-
derful memories of school
activities, the most memo-
rable being a member of
the Hooks High School
band. This band was my
primary love, interest, and
hobby for seven years. My
love of music and per-
forming was developed
during these years as I
played the flute and was a
twirler. During these years
I also developed a love of
teaching young twirlers
and piano students. In
high school, I was elected
Future Farmers of America
sweetheart and later won
the title of Miss Hooks."

She was fortunate
enough to be able to turn
her love of teaching into a
30 plus year career as a
special education teacher -
a job she was devoted to
and truly enjoyed. In 1986,
she had the honor of being
selected as Teacher of the
Year for Bellaire Elemen-
tary school in Bedford,
Texas.

By this time, Ginny was
already a mom, a soon-to-
be Memaw, and happily
living her life to the
fullest. While her primary
passions always revolved
around family, she was
also an active member of
the community. She was
involved in many civic ser-
vice organizations, clubs,
and prior to moving to
Granbury, was active in the
Hurst Amateur Radio Club.

She developed a love of
the outdoors early in life
and fully embraced all of
the perks that lake life had
to offer. She even went so
far as to keeping a bar of
soap on the dock and tak-
ing the occasional bath in
the canal! Early morning
boat rides, cruising around
a glassy Lake Granbury be-
came a morning ritual and
she was still slalom skiing
with the best of 'em at age
76. In her later years, she
hung up her slalom ski for
a jet ski she named "Big
Red". From then on, her
mornings consisted of, (in
her words) "circling all
over, taking in the beauty
and peacefulness of our
beautiful lake" and riding
across the lake to visit her
son, David. Not even the
coldest of winter days
could keep her from her
morning jet ski adven-
tures. Riding her jet ski in
snow googles, snow boots
and curlers quickly made
her the talk of the neigh-
borhood. She was truly a
sight to behold. She con-

tinued her morning rides
on "Big Red" well into her
80s.

Our Memaw was an avid
lover of plants and was
proud to earn the title of
Master Gardener. Traveling
and scuba diving also
brought great joy to her
life. She found peace in the
serenity of the ocean and
logged more dives in two
years than most people do
in a lifetime. While at
home, outside of being on
the lake with family or
working in the garden, she
would play bridge multiple
times a week and never
turn down a chance to get
dressed up to see a show
on the square. She was an
entertainer at heart, the
life of the party and en-
joyed every second of it! .

The depth of love she
felt for her two children,
David and Cathy, was un-
like any other. They were,
and will always be, the
center of her universe, her
reason for existing, her ev-
erything.

Luckily, the capacity of
her heart knew no bounds
because another great love
came into her life in the
form of a baby boy named
Carson Westbrook. Her
great-grandson was able to
bring light back into her
eyes and a smile to her
face when nothing and no
one else could. He was her
joy, her angel. His last gift
to her in their final mo-
ments together was a sim-
ple kiss on the hand that
will forever remain a cher-
ished memory to her fami-
ly.

Memaw was blessed to
be able to live out her final
earthly months in her own
home, being cared for by
her granddaughter Ste-
fanie and husband Chaney
who loved her with all
their heart and soul and
helped to ensure her last
stages of life were filled
with love, laughter, danc-
ing, comfort and peace.

The spirit of this one-of-
a-kind, sassy, firecracker
of a woman will live on in
the hearts and lives of her
family and friends for
many years to come.

Virginia is survived by
her children: David Dou-
glass and wife Sandra, and
Cathy (Douglass) White
and husband John; grand-
children; Stefanie (Dou-
glass) Schmidt and hus-
band Chaney, Chad Dou-
glass and wife Keally,
Abby and Allie White; and
great-grandson, Carson
Westbrook Douglass. She
was also blessed with a
bonus family from her late
husband Will Rollins con-
sisting of five daughters,
eight grandchildren, and
seven great-grandchildren.

In addition to her par-
ents, Virginia was preced-
ed in death by her hus-
bands, Clifford Douglass
and Willard Rollins.

Gerry Dwayne Heathington
June 11, 1954 - June 5, 2024

Gerry Dwayne Heathing-
ton, 69, of Granbury, died
June 5, 2024 at his home.
He was born on June 11,
1954, to L.O. Heathington
and Grace Kincannon. He
married Glenda Taylor on
Nov. 24, 1976, and they
had three sons: Jonathan,
Aaron, and Kyle. He
worked as a plumbing con-
tractor and retired from
L.O.'s Dirt Work. He was an
avid Dallas sports team
fan, fisherman, and boater.

Gerry is survived by his
wife, Glenda; sons and
their families, Jonathan
and Jackie, Aaron and
Christy, Kyle and Nicole;
seven grandchildren; and
brothers, Leonard, Jerry,
and Sam. He was preceded
in death by his parents,
L.O. and Grace, and his sis-

ter, Rachel.
A celebration-of-life

event was held on June 11
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at
Celebration Hall on the
Granbury Square. In lieu of
flowers, the family asks
that donations be made to
the American Liver Foun-
dation.
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EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Do you or someone 
you know have a problem 
with alcohol? Meetings daily 
at 10 a.m., noon and 7 p.m. at 
1205 Lipan Highway, Gran-
bury.

ACTON 12-STEP Group. 
Meeting daily at 7 p.m. 3609 
Acton Highway (behind Mad-
ison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Al-
coholics Anonymous. Closed 
discussion for women only. 
Meets every Saturday at 10 
a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For 
more information call 317-
772-8124

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Life is a 
grief support group for those 
who have lost a loved one 
through death. This includes 
the loss of a spouse, child, 
parent, sibling or close friend. 
For the past 26 years, this 
group has helped people 
work through their grief pro-
cess. If you, or someone you 
know, is suffering from the 
loss of a loved one, come or 
bring them to our next ses-
sion that began March 19, 
2023. We are Christian based, 
nondenominational, and wel-

come all who are suffering. 
We meet 3-5 p.m. on Sundays 
in the parish hall of St. Frances 
Cabrini Catholic Church. For 
more information, call Ben 
Bradley at 575-706-5703 or 
Sherry Bingham at 817-657-
0822.

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON 
group meets every Monday 
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian 
Church, fellowship hall, west 
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St.

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church, 
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377 
(next door to Tractor Supply). 

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK 
seminar. Next session begins 
Sept. 10, 6:30-8 p.m. Present-
ed by StoneWater Church, 
Granbury, this program is a 
support group designed to 
help rebuild lives. Book for 
course, $20, “Finding hope 
after the loss of a loved one.” 
Register: GriefShare.Stone-
WaterChurch.com or call 817-
579-9175. May call anytime 
for help.

PEDALING FOR Parkinson’s 

hosted by the Hood County 
YMCA will be from 1 to 2 
p.m. at 1475 James Road. The 
program is led by a certified 
group fitness instructor and 
consists of a pre- and post-fit-
ness evaluation, and 45-min-
ute spin/cycling session. Pro-
gram will last 12 weeks. For 
more information call 817-
624-9791 or e-mail communi-
tyhealth@ymcafw.org.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY, 
Christ-centered recovery 
program. Free dinner 6-6:45 
p.m., large group meetings 
7-8 p.m., small group meet-
ings 8-9 p.m. Lakeside Baptist 
Church, 500 W. Bluebonnet 
Drive. 817-573-2094. Ques-
tions: Tim White 817-223-
0973 or Becky Pierce 254-
396-5918.

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensi-
bly (TOPS). 8:45-10:45 a.m. 
Lakeside Baptist Church, 
room 133C, 500 W. Bluebon-
net Drive. Maximum weight 
scale: 400 pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY 
seminar and support recov-
ery seminar and support 
group meets at 10 a.m. at 
Interim Hospice, 1314 Paluxy 
Drive, Suite 200. Childcare is 
not provided. Fee for Grief-
share workbook is $15. De-

tails: 817-573-7474.

RE|ENGAGE MARRIAGE 
Enrichment meets every 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
StoneWater Church in Gran-
bury. For more information 
email to paige.kitchens@
stonewaterchurch.com.

EVERY FRIDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church, 
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377 
(next door to Tractor Supply). 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY, 
Christ-centered recovery 
program. 12 step groups 
7-8 p.m., “Friday Night Live! 
Church” 8:15-9 p.m. Lake-
side Baptist Church, 500 W. 
Bluebonnet Drive. 817-573-
2094. Questions: Tim White 
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce 
254-396-5918.

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRST TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND MONDAY

THE LOCAL Chapter (238) of 
the DAV (Disabled American 
Veterans) meets at 3601 Fall 
Creek Highway, (Good Shep-
herd Anglican Church) on 
the second Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. The meeting 
purpose is to have camara-
derie with other veterans but 
to learn how the VA keeps 
its promise to take care of 
disabled veterans, men and 
women.

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for 
anyone grieving a loss in their 
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast. Please 
join us for conversation and 
community, location varies. 
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449 or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833.

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FOURTH TUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone 
Terrace, 916 E. U.S. Highway 
377. Open for those with Par-
kinson’s Disease and their 
families wanting to under-
stand more about this dis-
ease. Details: 817-999-1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for 
anyone grieving a loss in their 
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast. Please 
join us for conversation and 
community. Location varies. 
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833.

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to  cal-
endar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.
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one step towards completely 
dismantling public schools.”

Rogers also addressed 
the broader state of the 
Republican Party, question-
ing whether it is growing 
or dividing. “Extremists on 
the left are trying to destroy 
America, and extremists on 
the right are destroying the 
Republican Party,” he said. 
“Common sense Republicans 
turned Texas red. Extremist 
Republicans will turn Texas 
blue.”

During the meeting, 
Rogers presented highlights 
from the 2024 Texas GOP 
Convention, including the 
new chair, Abraham George, 
hand-picked by former Texas 
state representative and out-
going Texas GOP chair Matt 
Rinaldi; the keynote speaker 
was U.S. Congressman Matt 
Gaetz. Rogers stressed the 
importance of integrity in po-
litical funding, stating, “Never 
take money from people you 
can’t say no to.”

Rogers outlined his per-
spective on contentious 
topics such as vouchers, 
taxpayer-funded lobbying, 
Democrat chairs and closed 
primaries. He expressed 
concerns about the divisive 
tactics used by hardliners 
within the Republican Party, 
which he believes aim to 
enforce conformity or face 
destruction.

The meeting concluded 
with a review of conserva-
tive victories from the 87th 
and 88th legislative sessions. 
Rogers highlighted signifi-
cant achievements, including 
the passing of constitution-
al carry, the most signifi-
cant property tax decrease 
in Texas history, and bans 
on abortion, child gender 
modification, and drag show 
performances in front of 
children.

Overall, the meeting, spon-
sored by John Henry and 
Marilyn Luton, was polite and 
upbeat. The group also dis-
cussed changing the meeting 
night, and specific days were 
mentioned, but no official 
changes were made.

ROGERS
FROM PAGE A7

Linda Ice West
March 14, 1945 - June 10, 2024

Linda Ice West, 79,
passed away peacefully at
her home in Granbury on
June 10, 2024, after a
courageous battle with
pancreatic cancer.

Linda was born March
14, 1945, to Lillian Louise
Norman and Claudine Ice
in Glen Rose, Texas. She
attended Glen Rose
schools and will be best re-
membered for her out-
standing basketball career
where she helped lead the
lady Tigerettes to three re-
gional championships and
to their first ever State
tournament in 1963. She
still holds school records
to date. Linda obtained a
Bachelor of Arts degree
from Tarleton University,
graduating with honors.
On April 11, 1964, Linda
married Lynwood West
and they had two sons,
Landon and Lorne. In
1974, they moved to
Granbury where they both
started their teaching and
coaching careers at
Granbury Middle School.
Linda taught English and
drama for 30 years and
served as a UIL instructor
and cheerleading sponsor.
Her teaching philosophy
was simple, "give guidance
and let them learn by
doing."

Linda later married Don-
nie Johnson on July 11,
1997, and they have lived
a full, beautiful life togeth-
er over the past 27 years.
They loved spending time
with their grandchildren
and numerous friends, be-
ing active in their church
and community, and
spending time at the farm.

Linda was an active
member of Granbury First
United Methodist Church
where she served on nu-
merous committees, led
the charge in burning the
church note in 2018, and
brought the sport of pick-
leball to the church. She
was a lifelong athlete play-
ing basketball, tennis, and
pickleball and always en-
joyed a little friendly com-
petition. Linda spent

countless hours at her
breakfast nook watching
birds in the backyard, es-
pecially the owl she came
to consider her pet. Her
faith was the foundation
upon which she built and
lived her life; she was a
beautiful example of a
Christian wife, mother,
grandmother, and friend.

Linda was preceded in
death by her first husband,
Lynnwood West; her son,
Lorne West; and her par-
ents, Lewis and Louise
Reynolds.

Linda is survived by her
husband Donnie Johnson
of Granbury; son Landon
West and wife Carly of
Glen Rose; grandchildren
Landry, Lindsey, and Lane
West; stepsons and their
wives Cullen and Melissa
Johnson and Bert and Julie
Johnson; step-grandchil-
dren Kennady Johnson,
Kate Johnson, Ava John-
son, Jillian Kirkley, and
Madeleine Kirkley.

Services will be held
Wednesday, June 19, 2024,
at 11 a.m. at Granbury
First United Methodist
Church. Family will visit
with friends immediately
following the service. A
private family burial will
follow the service.

Services are under the
direction of Wiley Funeral
Home.

In lieu of flowers,
memorials in Linda's name
may be directed to the
Building Fund for Glen
Rose First Methodist
Church, PO Box 426, Glen
Rose, Texas 76043.

November. 
“We will have elections 

at that time and the person 
that is elected will move in 
in January,” she said. “There 
will also be some other peo-
ple that will roll off as well, 
so it’s not just that one posi-
tion; it will be for whatever 
is open. At this time, I will 
appoint somebody, and we 
will make a decision about 
who to appoint within this 
next (election). We have some 
great people that would 
be good that have already 
shown interest, so that’s 
what we’re going to do, and 
then we’ll hold the elections 
in November. We’re trying to 
be as transparent and open 
as we can about everything 
that’s going on.” 

Langford also stressed that 
this is a new beginning for 
HGMA and that she is opti-
mistic about going forward 
with the organization and all 
the positive and great things 
that they can do as a team.

Another big change to 

the organization, Langford 
said, is that future HGMA 
meetings will not be held at 
Farina’s Winery & Cafe, as 
the organization is trying to 
be more financially respon-
sible with its funds.

“Frankly, we don’t have the 
money to spend for y’all to 
eat dinner anymore, so that 
is why the board brought you 
food and drinks tonight,” she 
said. “Going forward, we’re 
going to ask you all to bring 
food, too, and maybe have 
sponsors that come in and 
bring food that can talk to 
you all about different things 
that may be of interest to 
our group. But our number 
one goal is to be financially 
responsible with the job 
that you voted us into do-
ing, so going forward, this 
(the Gordon House) will be 
the place we meet unless we 
grow out of it.”

Members also did not re-
ceive financial information 
for the month, but Langford 
assured everyone that she 
will be “open with where we 
stand,” next month.

“Everybody says that we 

are flat broke. I know it. I 
hear it,” she said. “We are 
not broke, but we do need 
money. We need to have the 
festivals and work hard to 
make them great, so think 
about some ways to maybe 
have a fundraiser.”

Due to the financial set-
back, several members have 
also been forced to resign as 
their positions would no lon-
ger be funded.

“We will sort it all out,” 
Langford said. “We’re a 
strong team, and we can do 
this.” 

As far as HGMA’s office at 
201 E. Pearl St., C-201, the 
organization will continue to 
operate there, but Langford 
said there is currently a tran-
sition with the building.

“It’s going to belong to 
somebody else next week, so 
we don’t know exactly what 
that entails really, but we 
have a lease through the end 
of December 2025, so we’re 
kind of stuck in that right 
now,” she said. “But we’re 
going to try to maintain that 
office.” 

A member of the HGMA 
also asked Langford if the 
building is now owned by the 
city. She said, “Not yet, but 
soon.”

She added that the current 
plan is to have somebody 
from HGMA in the office dur-
ing the week from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. to address needs and 
concerns.

In the next couple of 
weeks, Langford said she will 
also send out a membership 
satisfaction and sugges-
tion survey for members to 
be “painfully honest” about 
any ideas or changes going 
forward.

“When you fill the forms 
out, remember that the 
things that went on prior 
to us, we are handling,” 
Langford said. “We are do-
ing a dive on what we need 
to do to make the organiza-
tion healthy, to get every-
thing straight that needs to 
be straightened out and to 
make sure that we are being 
fiscally responsible with the 
money that we receive.” 

After the surveys are re-
turned, Langford said HGMA 
will have another meeting 
to address any concerns to 
make members “feel better 
about the organization.” 

She concluded, “We are 
being vigilant in figuring 
this out and making this a 
healthy organization.”

HGMA
FROM PAGE A1

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1694

       M A R S
       O N I T
       U T S A
       N O O N
       T N T  A D D  B A I R D
       P I T C H E R  A S T E E R
       L O O S E A S  N A B B E D
  L A S S I E  S A N D    F E A R
  E S P A N A     S U P E R
   H A R A S  S H E E T S T O T H E
    T A R A N T U L A    G H I A S
     H O N E Y D E W S  G I A N T S
      W T N   V A T  A N T E S
           E S E  M A S S
           N O R T E
            N O R
            L I E
            Y D S    

Example B

Publication Elsewhere in the Newspaper:

To All Interested Persons And Parties:

Croell, Inc., has applied to the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for an Air Quality Standard
Permit, Registration No. 175613, which would authorize
construction of a permanent concrete batch plant located at
101 Electric Road, Tolar, Hood County, Texas 76048.
Additional information concerning this application is contained
in the public notice section of this newspaper.

3”
minimum

Minimum 2 column widths or 4 inches

HOME Place your ad to run in print and 
online at classifieds.hcnews.comin on more buyers



Deadline: Saturday issue, 10 a.m. Wednesday (817) 573-7066 Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday • 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday

Classifieds
1510

Apartments for Rent
Furnished, washer and dryer,

utilities pd. No pets, No smoking.
$200 weekly. Contact Bob King,
817-279-3768, 817-420-7970

1530

Duplexes for Rent
2-1-2CP, $1,025, $1,025 deposit. Pets
nego. 1437 Walters, 5725 and 5749
Walnut Creek. Text to 817-692-6673.

1550

Mobiles for Rent
MOBILE HOME FOR LEASE Nice 2/2,
Privacy fence. $1200 a month. $800
deposit. 817- 578- 9906

3-2, behind HEB area, stone wrapped
skirting. $1,000/mo, $500 deposit. 817
-919-4487.

2BR MOBILE HOME - GRANBURY 2 BR/
1 BA, Mobile Home, Home offers am-
ple storage and essential appliances,
including a refrigerator, microwave,
washer, and dryer. Enjoy summer days
on the patio with lawn care included.
$1,175.00/mo (817) 915-0650

2060

Motorcycles
2018 Harley, 19k miles. Perfect condi-
tion. Customized for golf club bags,
$15k Call or text NORM 253-226-9397

2070

Pickups & SUVs
2003 Subaru Baja, black with black
leather interior, 70,000 miles, great
condition, $9,500K. (817)579-1692
leave message

5070

Cement/Concrete
JUAREZ CONCRETE

Slabs, Driveways, Patios, Rock Work,
Walls. 817-896-9805.

Quality Work. Free Estimates.

HARVEY PATTERSON CONCRETE

Bonded-References (817) 219-7483

SINCE 1970

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

Concrete*Driveways*Patios*Sidewalk-
s*Bob cat work*Top Soil*Sod Laying
and installation CALL JOSE - 817-538-
6297

5090

Cleaning Services
KAREN'S EXPERT CLEANING SER-

VICES Residential cleaning. Serving
our area since 1994. (817)776-0260

5100

Computer Services
NEED COMPUTER HELP?

Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
andmore. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450

5110

Construction
CONSTRUCTION CLEAN-UP

& HAULING Lumber, Limbs, Trees

and Household trash.

Call 682-205-6860.

CHAPLIN CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
We specialize in custom homes,

commercial projects and
renovations. (682) 205-1222

trenton@chaplincs.com

The Hood County News is hiring
a responsible, committed
Printing Press Operator

in its fast-growing commercial
printing department.

Experience preferred, but
not required. Should be
mechanically inclined.

Competitive pay and great work
environment.

Person with responsible work
ethic please apply in person at
1501 S. Morgan St. Mon-Thurs,
8am-5pm; Fri, 8am-1pm or email

sam@hcnews.com.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

SELF-STORAGE ASSISTANT MANAGER
Pay $18 per hour

PART TIME (approx. 42.5 hrs every 2
weeks) requiring every other Saturday.
Must have strong overall computer
skills, including Microsoft Word and

Excel. Must be comfortable with multi
-tasking administrative duties and
able to perform light outdoor

property upkeep.
Email resume to

acistorage76048@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
Landscape/lawn maintenance.

Starting at $14 an hour.
Brad (817) 219-8637

8520

Construction

CONSTRUCTION - GENERAL LABOR-
ER Bleeker Earthworks has Immedi-
ate openings. Please come by our
office for an application. 765 Cleve-
land Rd. Granbury, Tx 76049 (682)
500-1801
bleekerearthworks@gmail.com

- CDL DRIVER AND SKID STEER OP-
ERATOR. Bleeker Earthworks has
immediate openings. Please come
by our office to apply. 765 Cleve-
land Rd. Granbury TX 76049.
682-500-1801
bleekerearthworks@gmail.com

8560

Professional

9031

Public Notices
Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a P-Package Store Per-
mit by GURKHA LEGACY LLC dba J.
C.'S LIQUOR, to be located at 3130
Fall Creek Hwy, Granbury, Hood
County, Texas 76049-7920. The of-
ficers of said corporation are Binod
Kadel, a manager, and Arun Khatri,
a manager.

FREE ESTIMATES
Paint. Power washing. Siding.

Window & door installation. Soffit.
Framing. Pergolas. Porches.

Cleanup. Junk removal. Storage
building. Trim work. Dry wall.
Fences. Concrete & rock work.

817-219-2666

5210

Home Services

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT

GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 9
years with 20 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

also clean

and level lots

FATHER & SON

Trim * Removal

Senior Discount

817-296-2880

CALL FOR SPECIALS

Tree work, gutters. Flower beds,
shrubs. Brush hogging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

BRANCH BOSS TREE CO

Commercial & Residential
Tree Removals Tree Trimming
Hazardous Removals Emergen-

cy Tree Services &More
We Offer Forestry Mulching &

Land Clearing
Fully Insured

We accept Credit Cards
Call 817 487 8448 to get an esti-
mate on your project today !

Branchbosstreeco.com
Branchbosstreeco@gmail.com

JOSE LAWN CARE
mowing, tree removal limbs, weed-
ing. Also, clean-up, painting con-
crete & trim carpenter. Free est.
Jose (817) 538-6297

5240

Masonry
AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK
*Sidewalks *RetainingWalls

*Mailboxes *Fireplaces
No job too small. FREE estimates.

(817)279-3212

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK

Clean-outs, French Drains, and

French Pit. Free Estimates.

We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

6040

Guns

ATTENTION firearms transfered

$25.00 Ed Hern (817)326-4933

6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL

DENOMINATIONS.

Call 817-559-3131

8030

Pets

STD POODLE PUPPIES Well bred
AKC STD Poodle puppies. 7 weeks
old.
5 males and 5 females. Merle tuxe-
dos, silver tuxedos and blk tuxedos.
Solid Merle and apricots.
Super smart and well bred.
Wormed and vaccinated. Will need
rabies. $1200 (817) 757-6187
mrg76049@gmail.com

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact
Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

MISSING DOG- Tan with white around
the face and paws. Rat terrier mix.
Went Missing around Blue Branch
Ranch off Tin Top Hwy on May 24th.
Please call 682-888-6125

8510

General
Aairco A/C is looking for an experi-
enced residential service tech. Good
pay. Must pass background check.

Please fax resume to 817-579-0706 or
email to aairco@sbcglobal.net

Aairco A/C is now hiring AC installers
or helpers. Must be experienced. Good
pay. Must pass background check.

Please fax resume to 817-579-0706 or
email to aairco@sbcglobal.net

5120

Clock Repair
ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC
NO JOBS TOO SMALL!

(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.

Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

5170

Fencing

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION

Since 1970.
Quality cedar fences.

Redwood patio pergolas.
Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

Al's Fencing. *Chain Link, *Barbed
Wire, *Pipe, *Game Fence *Cable,
*Field Fence, *Privacy, *Iron,

*Game Fence, *Cattle Pens, *Cattle
Guards, built and installed. *Car-
ports, Fence Repairs, *Tree Re-

moval, "EntranceWays,
*Construction Clean-Up.

Commercial and residential.
Cell-682-205-6860.

5200

Home Improvement

COUNTRY BOY HANDYMAN

Repairs, Painting, Roofing, Plumb-
ing, Electrical, Small concrete

projects and Fencing.
(682)387-2294.

DEVIN'S HANDYMAN

SERVICE

SUMMER SPECIAL 15% OFF
*Remodeling *Painting *Tile
*Granite *Kitchen & Bath

*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock
*Power Washing
*Sheet Rock Repair
*Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE

817-629-9608

HANDYMANOF GRANBURY
No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair

Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939

Dependable, Affordable Choice!

SNODGRASS PAINTING

AND REMODELING, INC

One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting

A+ BBB Member
snodgrasspaintingandremodeling.

com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS
New construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial.

Residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
AND REMODELING

30 years experience. Free Esti-
mates. No Job Too Large or Small!

Call 817-566-4785

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

REPAIR RANGERS

Your go 2 handyman.
No job too big or too small.

(817)905-0983
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5200

Home Improvement

classifieds.hcnews.com

North Central Texas Academy is seeking:

High school History teacher
Upper Elementary teacher
All applicants must be state certified teachers.

Apply at:

https://www.northcentraltexasacademy.org/about-hhfa/employment/teacher-application/

For questions please contact Amanda Schwausch at a.schwausch@nctapioneers.org

HOUSE PARENTS needed at
North Central Texas Academy.
Both live-in and shift positions
available. Apply online at: https:
//happyhillfarm.org/residentpar
ents/

FRONT GATE ATTENDANT
needed at North Central Texas
Academy. Please pick up an ap-
plication at our front gate locat-
ed at 3846 N. Hwy. 144,
Granbury, TX 76048.

8560

Professional

 NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Proper-
ty Code, Guardbox Storage in
Granbury, which is located at 1400
Weatherford Hwy., Granbury, TX
76048, will hold a public auction of
property being sold to satisfy a land-
lord’s lien online at www.
Storagetreasures.com. The auction
will end on or around 11:00 A.M. on
July 1, 2024. Property will be sold to
the highest bidder. A $100.00 cash
deposit for removal and cleanup will
be required. Seller reserves the right
to withdraw property from sale. Prop-
erty being sold includes contents in
spaces of the following tenants: Lon-
nie Day- household items, misc. out-
door, kid’s toys
Contact Guardbox Storage-Granbury

817-573-2416

9031

Public Notices
8510

General

Application is being made with the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion for a Wine and Malt Beverage
Retail Dealer's Off-Premise Permit
by Dolgencorp of Texas, Inc. d/b/a
Dollar General Store #30244 locat-
ed at 3520 Contrary Creek Road,
Granbury, Hood County, TX 76048.
Officers of said Corporation are
Steven R. Deckard, CEO, Kelly M.
Dilts, CFO, Neal E. Miller, VP Tax,
and Emily C. Taylor, EVP/Secretary.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
SARAH B. WRIGHT, Deceased, were is-
sued on May 29, 2024, in Cause No.
P10363, pending in the County Court
of HOOD County, Texas, to: Deborah
Reynolds.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Representative, Estate of SARAH
B. WRIGHT
The Hyde Law Firm
827 West Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 06 day of June 2024.
/s/ Riley Roden
Riley Roden
Attorney for Deborah Reynolds
Bar no: 24138241
Office Phone: (817) 579-5779
Fax: (817) 573-4933
Email: riley@hydefirm.com
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Notice to Bidders
Sealed bids addressed to LGI Homes -
Texas, LLC for Cresson MUD No. 1 of
Hood County will be received elec-
tronically via CivCast
(www.civcastusa.com) or physically at
the office of the Engineer, Pape-Daw-
son Engineers, 6105 Tennyson Park-
way, Suite 210, Plano, Texas 75024,
Phone 214-420-8494 until 2:00 PM, lo-
cal time, Thursday, July 18, 2024, and
then publicly opened and read at the
office of the Engineer and also via Mi-
crosoft Teams (210.926.0892, Confer-
ence ID 670 337 50#) for the construc-
tion of the following project:

Construction of Brookside Phase 1 -
Cresson MUD No. 1 Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility
Project No. 70193-04

Scope of Work of the Contract in-
cludes:
- Coordinate with plant manufacturer,
AUC Group, LLC, for installation of
treatment plant equipment, and pro-
vide all requirements to construct a
fully operational wastewater treat-
ment plant. Treatment plant equip-
ment will be supplied under a lease
agreement directly with the Owner.
The contractor will coordinate delivery
and installation and will be responsi-
ble for sitework, buried utilities, and
other work that is not part of AUC
Group, LLC’s supply contract.
- Provide the civil, architectural, struc-
tural, mechanical, electrical, instru-
mentation, and all other work re-
quired for a complete and operable
treatment plant project.
- Test and place the completed project
into operation.

A non-mandatory pre-bid conference
will be held at 2:00 PM, local time,
Thursday, June 13, 2024, physically at
the office of the Engineer, 6105 Ten-
nyson Parkway, Suite 210, Plano,
Texas 75024, or via Microsoft Teams
(210-926-0892, Conference ID 152 003
590#). Please contact Ted Nelson via
email at tnelson@pape-dawson.com
for more information.

Bidding documents will be available
for review at the office of the Engineer
and will be provided electronically,
through CivCast, to prospective bid-
ders.

The Owner reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and to waive any infor-
malities or minor defects. In case of
the lack of clarity or ambiguity in
prices, the Owner reserves the right to
accept the most advantageous or re-
ject the bid, all without any obligation
or liability whatsoever to any bidder.
All bids received after the closing time
designated above will be returned un-
opened.

The requirements of Subchapter J,
Chapter 552, Government Code, may
apply to this Bid and/or Contract and
the Contractor agrees that the Con-
tract can be terminated if the Contrac-
tor knowingly or intentionally fails to
comply with a requirement of that
subchapter.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons
interested in the Estate of Veta Anita
Gilliam, Cause No. P10279, County
Court of Hood County, Texas.
Brenda Lee Gilliam Brown in the

above numbered and entitled estate
filed an Application to Determine
Heirship and declare who are the heirs
and the only heirs of the said Estate of
Veta Anita Gilliam, deceased, and their
respective shares and interests in this
Estate.
Said application will be heard and

acted on by said court at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration of ten days from date of
publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury,
Texas.
All persons interested in said estate

are hereby cited to appear before said
Honorable Court at above mentioned
time and place by filing a written an-
swer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of

said court at office in Granbury, Texas
this on this the 3rd day of June 2024
Christine C. Leftwich
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/ Jamie Barfield, Deputy

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons
interested in the Estate of William
Haskell Gilliam, Cause No. P10280,
County Court of Hood County, Texas.
Brenda Lee Gilliam Brown in the

above numbered and entitled estate
filed an Application to Determine
Heirship and declare who are the heirs
and the only heirs of the said Estate of
William Haskell Gilliam, deceased, and
their respective shares and interests in
this Estate.
Said application will be heard and

acted on by said court at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration of ten days from date of
publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury,
Texas.
All persons interested in said estate

are hereby cited to appear before said
Honorable Court at above mentioned
time and place by filing a written an-
swer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of

said court at office in Granbury, Texas
this on this the 3rd day of June 2024
Christine C. Leftwich
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/ Jamie Barfield, Deputy

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Richard R. Heller, Deceased, were
granted on April 24, 2024, in Cause
No. P10223, pending in the County
Court of Hood County, Texas, to: David
R. Heller.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
DATED the 24th day of April 2024.
The Reid Firm, P.C.
Attorneys for David R. Heller
By:/s/ Samuel I. Reid
Steven J. Reid
State Bar No.: 16747900
Samuel I. Reid
State Bar No.: 24105702
1840 Acton Highway
Granbury, TX 76049
Telephone: (817) 573-3718
Facsimile: (817) 573-9732
E-mail: steve@reidfirmpc.com
samuel@reidfirmpc.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Keith E. Hurst, Deceased, were granted
on May 29, 2024, in Cause No. P10391,
pending in the County Court of Hood
County, Texas, to: Jerri D. Hurst.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
DATED the 29th day of May 2024.
The Reid Firm, P .C.
Attorneys for Jerri D. Hurst
By:/s/ Samuel I. Reid
Steven J. Reid
State Bar No.: 16747900
Samuel I. Reid
State Bar No.: 24105702
1840 Acton Highway
Granbury, TX 76049
Telephone: (817) 573-3718
Facsimile: (817) 573-9732
E-mail: steve@reidfirmpc.com
samuel@reidfirmpc.com

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons
interested in the Estates of DONALD H.
ALANA, Cause No. P09932, County
Court of Hood County, Texas.
NANCY D. ALANA in the above num-

bered and entitled estate filed an
Amended Application to Determine
Heirship and declare who are the heirs
and the only heirs of the said Estate of
DONALD H. ALANA, deceased, and
their respective shares and interests in
this Estate.
Said application will be heard and

acted on by said court at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration of ten days from date of
publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury,
Texas.
All persons interested in said estate

are hereby cited to appear before said
Honorable Court at above mentioned
time and place by filing a written an-
swer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of

said court at office in Granbury, Texas
this on this the 10th day of June 2024
Christine C. Leftwich
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/ Jamie Barfield, Deputy

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF
CHERYL C. AMERINE as Independent
Executor of the Estate of RONALD L.
VAN METER, aka RONALD LEE VAN ME-
TER, Deceased.
Pending in the County Court of Hood

County, Texas, in Matters of Probate
No. P10404.
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE

ABOVE ESTATE:
WHEREAS, on the 29th day of May
2024, in the County Court of Hood
County, Texas, the undersigned duly
qualified as the Independent Executor
of the Estate of RONALD L. VAN ME-
TER, aka RONALD LEE VAN METER, De-
ceased.
Notice is hereby given that original

Letters Testamentary on this estate
were granted and this is to notify all
persons having claims against said es-
tate to present the same to the under-
signed within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law. Any per-
son indebted to said estate is hereby
notified to pay same to the under-
signed.
CHERYL C. AMERINE, Independent Ex-
ecutor of the Estate of RONALD L. VAN
METER, aka RONALD LEE VAN METER,
Deceased.
Address:
c/o Law Office of LACEY P. WHITTEN,
Attorney,
Attn: Lacey P. Whitten,
8526 N. New Braunfels Avenue, San
Antonio, Texas 78217.
Dated at San Antonio, Texas, June 11,
2024.

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
Rummage Room Open Tues & Thurs,
8am-2pm, First Sat. of the month 9am
-1pm 306 Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

712 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd- Yard sale
Starting June 7th-June 31st, starting at
9am. No early birds. Power tools,
handmade decor, jewelry, etc.

YARD SALE: GRANBURY 207 S Cherry
Lane- 1st phase of 3 phase yard sale.
Moving/downsizing. Bargains galore.
Back yard. Saturday June 15

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 1309 PRE-
STON TRAIL CT- Multi Family. A little
bit of everything! June 14-15

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

GARAGE SALE/ESTATE SALE
3129 Weave Ct, 76049. Turn north on
Meander Rd. Follow signs. Open 7am-
4pm, June 13, 14, 15. Multiple families.
Too much to list! Everything must go!

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 610
Apollo Ct- Friday & Saturday 14th,
15th many Kitchen items some
tools, sm appliances, rod & reels,
patio furniture, sewing machine,
framed art, power washer needs
work. 8 am - 4:00pm

Large multi-family garage sale. Thurs-
Fri, June 13-14. 8am-2pm. 3000
Saunter Ln., Meander Estates.

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

EXAMPLE A

Consolidated Notice of Receipt of Application and Intent to Obtain
Permit and Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision

Air Quality Standard Permit for Concrete Batch Plants Proposed Registration No. 175613

Application. Croell, Inc., has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for an Air Quality
Standard Permit, Registration No. 175613, which would authorize construction of a permanent concrete batch plant
located at 101 Electric Road, Tolar, Hood County, Texas 76048. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's
general location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For exact location, refer to
application. https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-97.894722,32.397978&level=13. The proposed
facility will emit the following air contaminants: particulate matter including (but not limited to) aggregate, cement, road
dust, and particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns or less.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on March 8, 2024. The executive director has completed the administrative
and technical reviews of the application and determined that the application meets all of the requirements of a standard
permit authorized by 30 TAC § 116.611, which would establish the conditions under which the plant must operate. The
executive director has made a preliminary decision to issue the registration because it meets all applicable rules. The
application, executive director’s preliminary decision, and standard permit will be available for viewing and copying at the
TCEQ central office, the TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth regional office, and at Hood County Library, 222 North Travis Street,
Granbury, Hood County, Texas 76048, beginning the first day of publication of this notice. The facility’s compliance file, if
any exists, is available for public review at the TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth Regional Office, 2309 Gravel Drive, Fort Worth,
Texas. Visit www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cbp to review the standard permit.

Public Comment/Public Meeting. You may submit public comments or request a public meeting. See Contacts
section. The TCEQ will consider all public comments in developing a final decision on the application. The deadline to
submit public comments or meeting requests is 30 days after newspaper notice is published. Issues such as
property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the TCEQ’s jurisdiction to consider in the permit process.

The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or ask questions about the application.
A public meeting about the application will be held if the executive director determines that there is a significant degree of
public interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a contested case hearing. If a
public meeting is held, the deadline to submit public comments is extended to the end of the public meeting.

Contested Case Hearing. You may request a contested case hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding
similar to a civil trial in state district court. Unless a written request for a contested case hearing is filed within 30
days from this notice, the executive director may approve the application.

A person who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility is entitled to request a hearing.
To request a hearing, a person must actually reside in a permanent residence within 440 yards of the proposed
plant. If requesting a contested case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or
association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s name and
registration number; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing;” (4) a specific description of how
you would be adversely affected by the application and air emissions from the facility in a way not common to
the general public; (5) the location and distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a description of how
you use the property which may be impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues of fact that you
submit during the comment period. If the request is made by a group or association, one or more members who
have standing to request a hearing must be identified by name and physical address. The interests which the
group or association seeks to protect must be identified. You may submit your proposed adjustments to the
application which would satisfy your concerns. See Contacts section.

TCEQ Action. After the deadline for public comments, the executive director will consider the comments and
prepare a response to all relevant and material, or significant public comments. The executive director’s decision
on the application, and any response to comments, will be mailed to all persons on the mailing list. If no timely
contested case hearing requests are received, or if all hearing requests are withdrawn, the executive director may issue
final approval of the application. If all timely hearing requests are not withdrawn, the executive director will not issue final
approval of the permit and will forward the application and requests to the Commissioners for their consideration at a
scheduled commission meeting. The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the
requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject
of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and
material air quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic
safety, and zoning are outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

Mailing List. You may ask to be placed on a mailing list to receive additional information on this specific application. See
Contacts section.

Information Available Online. For details about the status of the application, visit the Commissioners’ Integrated
Database (CID) at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Once you have access to the CID using the link, enter the registration
number at the top of this notice.

Contacts. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at
www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the
Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public
record. For more information about this application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education
Program toll free at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea información en
Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Croell, Inc., PO Box 430, New Hampton, IA 50659-0430 or by calling Mr.
Jordan Hindman, Managing Partner at (816) 434-0563.

Notice Issuance Date: May 8, 2024

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID 
CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS 

 
The City of Granbury will receive competitive sealed Bids for the Old Acton Hwy Sealcoat Project until 2:00 p.m. 
local time on Thursday, June 27, 2024, at the City Service Center, located at 401 North Park Street, Granbury, 
Hood County, Texas 76048.  Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at this time, at the City Service Center 
conference room. 
 
Bids shall be addressed to the Assistant City Manager, Rick Crownover.  Bidding Documents and Contract 
Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifications, may be examined at: 
 
CITY OF GRANBURY     ENPROTEC / HIBBS & TODD, INC.  
SERVICE CENTER     402 CEDAR STREET 
401 N. PARK STREET     ABILENE, TEXAS 79601 
GRANBURY, TEXAS 76048 
 
Bidding Documents and Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifications, are available 
from the engineer via CivCast. 
 
Please visit www.civcastusa.com. 
 
Each Bid shall be accompanied by a Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less 
than five percent (5%) of the total amount bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into a proper 
Contract and execute Bonds on the forms provided in the Contract Documents.  Bid sureties will be returned to all 
but the three lowest acceptable bidders within ten days after the opening of Bids.  Remaining bid sureties will be 
returned after complete execution of the Contract. 
 
The surety company providing the Bid Bond must conform to the same requirements for surety companies 
providing Performance and Maintenance Bonds, and Payment Bonds described below. 
 
The successful proposer must furnish Performance and Maintenance Bond, and Payment Bond on the forms 
furnished with the Contract Documents in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total Contract price, 
from a surety company holding a permit from the State of Texas to act as surety.  The surety company must have 
a minimum Best’s Key Rating of “B” or better.  The surety company, the agency and agent issuing the 
Performance and Maintenance Bond and Payment Bond must be authorized to issue such bonds in Texas in an 
amount equal to or greater than the total contract price. 
 
Date Issued: June 8, 2024 
By: Mr. Rick Crownover, Assistant City Manager 

City of Granbury, Texas 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The following items will be considered
at a Public Hearing conducted by the
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT of
the City of Granbury on Tuesday, June
25, 2024, at 5:30 p.m., at Granbury City
Hall, 116 West Bridge Street,
Granbury, Texas.
1. ZBA-2024-05, Request of Frank C.

Dale for a Special Exception to Zoning
Ordinance, Section 11.2.D Parking Ta-
ble, to reduce parking requirements.
The property is addressed as 2440 E.
Hwy 377.
A. § 551.071. Consultation with

Attorney. The Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment may convene in executive ses-
sion to conduct a private consultation
with its attorney on any legally posted
agenda item, when the Zoning Board
of Adjustment seeks the advice of its
attorney about pending or contem-
plated litigation, a settlement offer, or
on a matter in which the duty of the
attorney to the governmental body
under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct of the State Bar
of Texas clearly conflicts with the pro-
visions of Chapter 551.
For more information, contact the

Community Development Depart-
ment at (817) 573-1114, Granbury City
Hall, 116 West Bridge Street.

Advertisement to Bid
The City of Granbury is accepting
sealed competitive unit bids for the
following:
Granbury Regional Airport Pavement
Rehabilitation RFP No. 23-24-06 until
July 2, 2024 at 2:00pm CST, at which
time they will be opened publicly at
401 N Park St. Granbury, TX 76048.
Bids should be mailed, or hand deliv-
ered and shall be in a sealed envelope
addressed to:
City of Granbury Municipal Service
Center
Attn: Purchasing Department
"Granbury Regional Airport Pavement
Rehabilitation RFP No. 23-24-06"
401 N. Park Street
Granbury, TX 76048
Bid packet and documents will be
available on the City of Granbury web-
site https://www.granbury.org/72/Pur
chasing starting June 17, 2024 at 1pm.
Specific information regarding this bid
shall be requested from Purchasing
Manager at 817-573-7030 or
crussell@granbury.org. Any Bids re-
ceived after the closing date and hour
will not be accepted and will not be
returned. The City reserves the right to
reject any and/or bids and to waive
any formality in connection therewith.

classifieds.hcnews.com
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The Waterfront Experts
and The Authority on Real Estate.

WeSellGranbury.com    817-219-0456

4504 Tulip Drive, Granbury4504 Tulip Drive, Granbury

REDUCED AND READY TO SELLREDUCED AND READY TO SELL

1207 Caballo Way, Granbury1207 Caballo Way, Granbury

HOT NEW PRICEHOT NEW PRICE

$699,900$699,900

3720 Verde Hills Trail, Granbury3720 Verde Hills Trail, Granbury

NEW BUILD - NEW PRICENEW BUILD - NEW PRICE

150 Deer Park Court, Granbury150 Deer Park Court, Granbury

COUNTRY HOME FOR A GREAT PRICECOUNTRY HOME FOR A GREAT PRICE

DEALS OF THE WEEKDEALS OF THE WEEK

$549,000$549,000

$269,000$269,000 $498,500$498,500

KNIEPER REALTY

Happy National Homeownership Month

National Homeownership 
Month is celebrated every 
June to raise awareness 
about the benefits of own-
ing a home and making 
homeownership more ac-
cessible for all Americans.

The National Association 
of REALTORS® reminds 
us that “The benefits of 
purchasing and owning 
your place of residence are 
both financial and emo-
tional. Pride in homeown-
ership and the feeling of 
security are huge intangible 
benefits.”

Homeownership has al-
ways been considered the 
foundation of community 
stability and familial happi-
ness and is still considered 
“The American Dream.” 
NAR believes homeowner-
ship gives families more 
financial security, a better 
lifestyle and stronger com-
munities through support-
ing local business, schools 

and services making it a 
powerful financial, psycho-
logical and physical stake 
in our neighborhoods and 
communities.

For many Americans, 
homeownership is more 
than just having a place to 
call home, it’s also a way to 
build wealth. Studies show 
that home equity is the 
single largest financial asset 
for households in the three 
middle-income brackets, 
representing between 50% 
and 70% of their wealth. So, 
if you’re trying to decide if 
buying a home is worth it, 
consider the long-term ben-
efits, like building equity 
as home values grow over 
time.

According to the 
Federal Housing Finance 
Association home values 
have increased by 315.7% 
since 1991. Home equity 
is one reason owning your 
own place can really pay off 

in the long run. The NAR 
states that homeowners at-
tain 46 times the personal 
wealth of renters because of 
equity ownership.  

There is little doubt that 
current market conditions 
are a bit more challenging. 
Home prices are up, inter-
est rates are up, but so are 
inventories, and higher in-
ventories are good for buy-
ers. Having more than one 
home to choose from and 

not having to enter com-
petitive bidding are posi-
tives. Homes are staying 
on the market longer and 
this is causing sellers to be 
more competitive in their 
pricing and negotiations. 
Working with a REALTOR® 
who understands the mar-
ket and keeps up with fluc-
tuations in interest rates 
and property values can 
make a huge difference to 
your home buying experi-

ence. The agents at Knieper 
Realty stand ready to walk 
you through each and every 
step to make your home-
buying experience as happy 
and stress-free as possible. 
So celebrate the dads in 
your family this Father’s 
Day and give us a call if 
you decide that National 
Homeownership Month is 
when you want to start your 
homebuying experience. 

As always please feel 

free to call with questions 
or comments. We can be 
reached at 817-219-0456 or 
contact us online at www.
WeSellGranbury.com.

Pam Knieper, Broker/Owner of Knieper Real 
Estate, is and has been the #1 Top Producer 
for more than 15 years in Hood County and 
running. She is known as the Waterfront 
Expert and the Authority on Real Estate.

BY PAM KNIEPER

COURTESY PHOTO BY PROSTOCK-STUDIO, ADOBESTOCK.COM

National Homeownership Month is celebrated every June to raise awareness about the benefits of owning a home and making 
homeownership more accessible for all Americans.

H
appy Father’s Day and Happy National 
Homeownership Month! If you think 
about it, the two fit together nicely. 
Just think about all the dads who will 

receive home maintenance related gifts this Fa-
ther’s Day. From tool kits to riding lawn mowers 
and everything in between, we celebrate not only 
that man we love and call Dad, but also the pride 
he takes in the family home. 

THE PAPER YOU LOVE, BROUGHT TO LIFE IN PRINT, ON YOUR DESKTOP, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE
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T-MOBILE
 IT’S HOW YOU
 INTERNET

Check availability at T-Mobile.com/Wifi. Limited-time offer; subject to change. $40 Price with $20 monthly bill credit while you maintain a qualifying premium voice line. Qualifying credit and new unlimited Internet line required. $35 
device connection charge due at sale. Regulatory fees included for qualifying accounts. Plus $5/mo without AutoPay; debit or bank account required. If you have canceled Internet lines in past 90 days, you may need to reactivate them 
first. Credits may take up to 2 bill cycles; credits will stop if you cancel any lines or change plans. 1/account. May not be combined with some offers or discounts.  Price Lock guarantees accounts with qualifying service can keep their 
regular monthly rate plan price for new lines of fixed-wireless internet data; excludes taxes/fees, select limited-time promotions, per-use charges, third-party services, devices and network management practices. T-Mobile will pay your 
final monthly recurring service charge if we raise your rate and you tell us you are leaving within 60 days. During congestion, Home Internet customers may notice speeds lower than other customers and further reduction if using 
>1.2TB/mo., due to data prioritization. For use only with T-Mobile Gateway for in-home use at location provided at activation. Return gateway undamaged or pay up to $370. See Terms and Conditions (including arbitration provision) 
at www.T-Mobile.com for additional information.  T-Mobile, the T logo, Magenta and the magenta color are registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG. © 2024 T-Mobile USA, Inc.  

Last month of service is on us if we ever raise your internet rate. 
Exclusions like taxes & fees apply.

With AutoPay and a Go5G Next line.

$40/mo.

T:10.625"
T:20.5"
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EDUCATION
Granbury welcomes new AD, trio of new coaches
BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the  
Hood County News

For the first time in nearly 
two decades, the Granbury 
sports programs will go into a 
new academic year with a new 
athletic director at the helm.

Lamont Moore replac-
es Dwight Butler, who led 
GISD sports since coming to 
Granbury from Big Spring in 
2005. Butler retired at the end 
of the 2023-24 school year.

Moore actually joined the 
district in March as he was 
making the transition to take 
the helm. In his short time, he 
has already made two head 
coaching hires.

Moore comes to Granbury 
from Waxahachie, where he 
was the head track and field 
coach and a campus admin-
istrator. He’s anxious to get 
his first athletic director gig 
underway.

“As I head into my first 
year as an AD, I couldn’t be 
more excited. I was present-
ed with a great opportunity 
to make an imprint on this 
athletic program, and also in 
the community,” Moore said. 
“Thankful for Dr. (Jeremy) 
Glenn (GISD Superintendent) 
and the trustees for giving me 
this opportunity. 

“I can’t wait to start laying 
out my mission, my vision for 
the athletic program. I think 
we’re off to a good start with 
the hires we made and work-
ing with the current coaches I 

inherited.”
Moore was at Waxahachie 

for over six years. He was also 
an assistant football coach 
from 2015-20 and again this 
past season. Before returning 
to Waxahachie, he was assis-
tant principal, head track and 
field coach and assistant foot-

ball at Burleson High from 
2020-23.

He began his coaching ca-
reer at Coram Deo Academy 
in Flower Mound in 2010 and 
was later the assistant head 
football coach of the Home 
School Athletic Association in 
Richardson from 2013-15.

Moore is a Waxahachie 
native and 1993 graduate 
with a resume as impressive 
as almost any high school 
player has put together. He 
was inducted in 2023 into the 
WHS Athletic Hall of Fame 
for leading the Indians to 
the 1992 Class 4A University 

Interscholastic League foot-
ball state championship. 

While playing at 
Waxahachie, he was also 
named a High School All-
American and the “Dallas 
Morning News” Metro Player 
of the Year. 

Moore went on to play 

football at Baylor University 
as a quarterback and wide 
receiver from 1993-96. After 
college, he played profes-
sionally in the Arena Football 
League for nine years for 
the Dallas Desperados, New 
Orleans Voodoo and Orlando 
Predators, scoring over 25 
touchdowns in his career. 

FOOTBALL 
Bobby Allison was hired 

in early December and has 
raised the hopes of Pirates 
faithful. He spent the previ-
ous decade as the assistant 
head coach, defensive coordi-
nator and recruiting coor-
dinator at Northwest High 
School since 2014.

Allison helped the Texans 
reach the playoffs every sea-
son since 2016, compiling 62 
victories in that span. This 
includes a 10-3 record and a 
third-round appearance last 
season.

Allison has 20 years 
of experience with stops 
at Odessa, Sharpstown, 
Levelland and San Angelo 
Central as well. He also has 
college experience, work-
ing two seasons as the 
special teams coordina-
tor at the University of 
Tennessee-Chattanooga.

Allison also has experience 
in turning a program around. 
During his time at Northwest, 
the Texans posted their first 
playoff victory in 2016, im-

COURTESY PHOTO

Granbury’s new athletic director Lamont Moore (left) and new head football coach Bobby Allison visit during spring workouts.

PLEASE SEE COACHES | B3

GISD graduate named WFAA’s Scholar-Athlete of the Week
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Recent Granbury 
Independent School District 
graduate Ella Garner re-
ceived the perfect parting 
gift to her high school ca-
reer when she was named 
WFAA’s Scholar-Athlete of 
the Week by Dallas sports-
caster Joe Trahan.

Garner, who graduat-
ed from GHS last month, 
received the honor for 
her achievements in both 

academics and athletics. 
Sponsored by Buick/GMC, 
WFAA’s Scholar-Athlete of 
the Week program recogniz-
es North Texas high school 
seniors who have excelled 
in academics and athletics, 
as well as those who have 
contributed to making their 
community a better place 
to live. Nominees must also 
be a senior in the top 15% of 
their class, according to the 
GISD news release.

“I was very honored to 
receive this award, but I 
know that I didn’t do this 

alone,” Garner told the Hood 
County News. “Coaches 
(Alan) Thorpe and (Kensey) 
Gamboa have pushed me to 
get to where I am today, and 
I was surrounded by great 
teammates that contributed 
to my success. Without them 
I wouldn’t have received the 
honors that led up to this 
recognition.”

Garner played varsity bas-
ketball all four years for the 
Lady Pirates and coach Alan 
Thorpe. She was a team cap-
tain, voted Team MVP and 
Defensive Player of the Year 
in District 5-5A. The Lady 
Pirates were UIL Bidistrict 
Champions her senior year 
as she led the team in scor-
ing, assists, steals and re-
bounds. As a junior, she was 
named GM Sports Media 
Player of the Week as well as 
1st Team All-District.

She was also a Track and 
Field athlete and placed sec-
ond in District in the shot 
put. She qualified for region-
als in the shotput, ran the 
4x100 at area and ran the 
300-meter hurdles.

Her community involve-
ment includes Granbury 
Baptist Church, YMCA 
special needs soccer camp, 
Habitat for Humanity, Lady 
Pirate Basketball Camp, and 
Superintendent’s Leadership 
Council volunteering.

Academically, Garner fin-
ished at a ranking of sixth 
overall in the GHS Class of 

2024, was named Academic 
All-State, Superintendent’s 
Leadership Council, and vice 
president of National Honor 
Society.

Garner told the HCN her 
experience during her WFAA 
interview was “unique.” She 
described sitting at the stu-
dio with six of her peers — 
including Mann Vaghashia, 
another 2024 graduate. 

“We did not know we 
would be there together, but 
it was nice to see a familiar 
face,” she said. “We were all 
nervous, but Joe Trahan and 
his assistant, Amy Longoria, 
helped calm our nerves. Mr. 
Trahan picked the topic on 
the fly right before each per-
sonal interview about what 
we would discuss. We really 
weren’t put on the spot to 
talk on camera too much, 
which made me — and the 
others — feel much better. 
In an hour, six episodes were 
shot. Not only did I get to 
film my segment, we toured 
the set and met weatherman 
Jesse Hawila.”

Garner said Trahan was 
“great to talk to” during her 
interview and made her feel 
“very comfortable.” 

“You can tell that high-
lighting students is one of 
his passions,” she said. “He 
made that very clear by tell-
ing us several times how 
much he enjoyed showcas-
ing students. Even before 
we met him on set, Mrs. 

Longoria insisted that this is 
his favorite thing he does.” 

A segment featuring 
Garner will broadcast this 
Sunday, June 16 at 10:30 
p.m. during “Sports Special 
with Joe Trahan,” which airs 
on WFAA Channel 8 Sunday 
nights following the 10 p.m. 
newscast.

“God has blessed me with 
such incredible people in 
my life who have helped me 
earn this reward,” Garner 
added. “I couldn’t have done 
it without all my teammates 
and coaches from little 
league basketball to select 
basketball to high school 
basketball, and all my teach-
ers, and my family. I am so 

thankful to have participated 
in this sport. Participating 
in basketball kept me busy, 
and created in me a work 
ethic that I also took into the 
classroom. It taught me life 
lessons in teamwork, orga-
nization, competition and 
leadership. Looking back, I 
wouldn’t want to change a 
thing.” 

Garner will attend Texas 
A&M University in the fall to 
study accounting at May’s 
Business School in College 
Station. She was also the 
2024 recipient of the GEF 
James Hodges Legend 
Scholarship.

Recent Granbury High School graduate Ella Garner received the 
perfect parting gift to her high school career when she was named 
WFAA’s Scholar-Athlete of the Week by Dallas sportscaster Joe 
Trahan.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GRANBURY ISD

Ella Garner, who graduated from Granbury High School last 
month, was named WFAA’s Scholar-Athlete of the Week for her 
achievements in both academics and athletics. 

New AD/football coach leading revamped staff at Tolar High School
BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the  
Hood County News

Blake Mouser is used to 
being a key cog in a winning 
program. So, it’s expected he 
will fit right in leading the 
Tolar sports programs, which 
includes him being the new 
head football coach.

And while he comes from 
a big-time program, his roots 
are in a small town. Although 
Tolar is growing, no one is 
ready to call it anything but a 
small community, and that’s 
just fine with Mouser.

Mouser grew up in Blanco, 
north of San Antonio. It is 
now a Class 3A school, which 
is, ironically, the level to 

which the Rattlers are mov-
ing, except the Rattlers will be 
Division II, and the Panthers 
are Division I.

“Fortunate and excited 
to be able to be named AD/
head football coach for Tolar. 
I grew up in a small school 
setting and it’s exciting to be 
back in a tight-knit communi-
ty that cares deeply for their 
school,” Mouser said. 

Mouser replaces Jeremy 
Mullins, who guided the 
Rattlers to the Class 2A 
Division I state championship 
game in 2023 and is now at 
the new Eagle Mountain High 
School.

Mouser will be joined in the 
2024-25 school year by five 
other new coaches leading 

Tolar programs.
Before coming to Tolar, 

Mouser was at Austin 
Vandegrift for 11 years and 
was the offensive coordinator 
for the past decade. During 
his time there, he helped lead 
the Vipers to 106 wins, in-
cluding a run to the Class 6A 
Division II state champion-
ship game in 2022. 

The Vipers were 10-1 this 
past season.

From 2013-22 the Vipers 
reached at least the second 
round of the playoffs each 
season. This included sea-
sons of 14-2, 12-1, 12-3, 11-3, 
11-1 and 10-3. 

Mouser noted he didn’t COURTESY PHOTO

Blake Mouser, Tolar’s new athletic director and head football coach, looks over a playlist during a game 
for Austin Vandegrift, where he was offensive coordinator for a decade.

PLEASE SEE TOLAR | B3
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‘A culture of connectedness’
AES launches first podcast 

Applications now open for 
Operation School Supplies

Cool Junk implements summer backpack drive
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Any Hood County stu-
dent in dire need of a back-
pack can greatly benefit 
through Cool Junk Antique 
Boutique’s first-ever back-
pack drive this summer.

Last week, owner Sarah 
Harvey-Toth announced she 
is now accepting donations 
of new or gently used back-
packs all summer long and 
will be distributing the back-
packs to students later this 
summer — completely free 
of charge.

“I’ve always been a huge 
advocate for students, es-

pecially public education,” 
Harvey-Toth told the Hood 
County News. “I’ve been 
a volunteer for Operation 
School Supplies for the past 
10 years and have seen the 
need for backpacks con-
tinually. The need has only 
grown every year. OSS has 
been great at offering draw-
string bags, but we know 
those don’t last, as well as 
the fact that they often come 
branded with the sponsor’s 
logo — which, in my opinion, 
labels the student as ‘low-
income’ by their peers.”

Operation School Supplies 
is a nonprofit organization 
that has provided free school 
supplies to Hood County 

families in need. While the 
project is currently entering 
its 23rd year, the growing 
need has resulted in a recent 
partnership with Granbury 
Independent School District 
to assist with gathering do-
nations and support.

As a native of Granbury 
and its school district, 
Harvey-Toth said she wit-
nessed first-hand how hard 
it can be to fit in, especially 
at the middle school level. 
She said she made a promise 
to herself five years ago that 
she would make it her goal 
to provide new backpacks 
for students as soon as she 
could.

“We all know times are 
tough, and I’ve personally 
had one obstacle after anoth-
er, which has not allowed the 
funds necessary to provide 
1,500-plus new backpacks,” 
she said. “So, after talking 
with my own children, we 
decided we may not have 
the money, but we have the 
means to collect, clean and 
distribute gently used back-
packs to others. Thankfully 
we have Cool Junk to facili-
tate this project.” 

Throughout this summer, 
volunteers can drop-off new 
or gently used backpacks to 
Cool Junk at 1600 W. Pearl 
St. Backpacks need to be free 
of personal belongings and 
in usable condition. 

From July 22 through Aug. 
23, Hood County students in 
need of a backpack can visit 

Cool Junk and pick out a 
backpack for free. 

“One bag per student,” 
Harvey-Toth said. “We’re not 
asking anyone to provide 
documentation of any sort at 
this time. That may change 
in the future. Stop in and 
pick out the bag you’d like. 
Simple and easy!”

Harvey-Toth said while she 
would love to provide for 
every student in need, she 
is starting small with a goal 
of collecting 200 backpacks 
from the community. 

“We have collected around 
10 so far but have had lots 
of social media engagements 
with the promise of more to 
come,” she said.

As for the future, Harvey-
Toth said she would love to 
grow this project to allow the 
donation and distribution of 
lunch boxes and other nec-
essary items that Operation 
School Supplies does not 
cover.

“We are in talks with GISD 
and OSS to make sure all 
needs are met but not over-
saturated,” she said. 

Although Cool Junk’s 
relocation last year wasn’t 
ideal, Harvey-Toth said the 
new location on Pearl St. is 
the perfect spot to host the 
backpack drive as it’s close 
to both Granbury Middle 
School and Granbury High 
School.

“The silver lining is we are 
very conveniently located to 
pull this off,” she said. “We 

love being so close to middle 
and high school and all the 
local students and communi-
ty support we have received. 
We just want to give back 
when we can.”

To contribute to the proj-
ect, donate a backpack to 

Cool Junk from 10:30 a.m.- 
6:30 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday.

For more informa-
tion about the backpack 
drive, call Cool Junk at 
682-936-4233.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SARAH HARVEY-TOTH

Cool Junk Antique Boutique is hosting a backpack drive this summer 
for Hood County students. Since the project began last week, 10 
backpacks have already been donated.

Throughout this summer, volunteers can drop-off new or gently 
used backpacks to Cool Junk at 1600 W. Pearl St. for its first ever 
backpack drive. Backpacks need to be free of personal belongings 
and in usable condition. 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Just because school stops 
for the summer doesn’t 
mean learning does — and 
that’s especially the case for 
Acton Elementary School.

The campus recently 
launched its first pod-
cast called “The Learning 
Lounge,” as a goal to bridge 
communication and learning 
between the school and its 
families, while also fostering 
a culture of connectedness. 

“We are always looking 
for creative ways to engage 
with families and with all 
stakeholders,” AES Principal 
Maggie Walton told the Hood 
County News. “The great 
thing about a podcast is that 
you can access it anywhere, 
everywhere, and at whatever 
time is convenient! Many of 
our families spend a great 
deal of time in the car, com-
muting to work, transport-
ing their families to and from 
various activities, waiting in 
the pickup line at dismissal 
— all perfect times to tune 
in! ... Our hope is that this 
podcast will allow us to form 
personal connections with 
our audience as we cover 
meaningful and relevant 
topics.”

The podcast will feature 
many staff members, stu-
dents and Hood County 
residents. Walton added she 
is most excited to feature 
student leaders on the pod-

cast, as their perspective is 
unique.

“Giving them the oppor-
tunity to brainstorm and 
select what content to fea-
ture, plan and rehearse, and 
then record and publish is 
something we are so excited 
about,” she said. “What bet-
ter way to cultivate their cre-
ativity than by letting them 
play a part?”

Podcast topics will include 
everything from programs 
and events to community 
partnerships and student/
staff accomplishments. 

“In the four episodes that 
we’ve recorded so far, we’ve 
featured eight different staff 
members, each with their 
own unique passions, expe-
riences and skill sets,” she 
said. “The knowledge and 
excitement they bring to the 
podcast is truly remarkable!”

In addition to the topics 
that have already been dis-
cussed, Walton said she also 
plans to poll families to see 
what they want to hear more 
about. 

“We are excited to feature 
topics that are relevant to 
our families,” she said.

Each podcast will range 
from 10-20 minutes, Walton 
said, adding that the goal is 
to remain as concise as pos-
sible, while also ensuring the 
content is clear.

During the summer, a 
new podcast will drop every 
Tuesday at noon. When the 
school year starts, Walton 
said they will most likely 
shift to two episodes per 

month, releasing the first 
and third Tuesday of every 
month. 

“The podcasts will be re-
corded and broadcasted in 
the Spotify for Podcasters 
app and can be accessed in 
the Spotify app or on any 
internet browser,” she said. 
“After each episode is re-
leased, the podcast will be 
posted to all social media ac-
counts to make it easier for 
our families to tune in. Any 
materials and/or resourc-
es mentioned during each 
episode will be included in 
the show notes of the pod-
cast and on the social media 
posts.”

Walton said she believes 
the podcast is one more way 
to help listeners feel more 
connected, informed and 
prepared for everything go-
ing on at Acton Elementary 
School. 

“The partnerships that 
we have with our Acton 
Elementary families and with 
our local community mean 
the world to us,” she added. 
“Tune in to hear about the 
magical things happening at 
Acton Elementary! Welcome 
to the Learning Lounge, an 
Acton Elementary Podcast.” 

To listen to the first epi-
sode, “Home Away from 
Home: The Spirit of Acton 
Elementary,” visit podcast-
ers.spotify.com/.../Episode-
1---Home-Away ... 

Follow the Acton 
Elementary School Facebook 
page for announcements re-
garding new episodes.

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Operation School Supplies 
is now accepting applica-
tions for the 2024-25 school 
year. 

Since 2001, the nonprofit 
organization has provided 
free school supplies to Hood 
County families in need.

“This will be the 23rd year 
Operation School Supplies 
has been meeting the needs 
of families who need assis-
tance with school supplies,” 
said Granbury Independent 
School District Director of 
Community Relations Lissa 
Oliver. “It is need based, and 
the need has been increas-
ing over the last 23 years. 
(The organization) relies 
on donations and sponsors 
throughout the year.” 

Last year, the program 
received a record number of 
applications for school sup-
plies. Former OSS President 
Micky Shearon previously 
told the Hood County News 
the nonprofit received more 
than 2,000 applications.

Due to the growing need, 
Granbury ISD decided to 
partner with OSS to assist 
with gathering donations 
and support.

“We’re still using the non-
profit organization name, 
and it’s going to stay a non-
profit organization,” Oliver 
said. “We wanted to keep 
the recognition because it 
is such an important (pro-
gram) in our community. It’s 
not a Granbury ISD thing; 

we’re just kind of coming 
alongside this year to make 
it happen for our (families).”

APPLICATIONS
To qualify, families are 

typically already enrolled 
in some type of state or 
federal aid like the Free and 
Reduced-Price School Meals, 
Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF), 
Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC), or Medicaid.

Parents can sign up for 
the free school supplies by 
filling out a form located 
on the Granbury ISD web-
site. To find the form, go to 
the tab labeled ‘Parents & 
Students,’ and scroll down 
to the tab labeled ‘Operation 
School Supplies.’

Families are asked to 
submit one application per 
child. Notifications will be 
sent to the email address 
provided on the application.

Applications will be ac-
cepted based on availability 
or until the July 1 deadline. 
Walkup applications are 
not accepted on the day of 
distribution.

DISTRIBUTION
The Operation School 

Supplies Distribution & 
Resource Fair will take place 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 6, at Granbury High 
School, 2000 W. Pearl St.

During distribution, a 
resource fair will also be 
set up for families to learn 

about other nonprofit or-
ganizations like Mission 
Granbury, Hood County 
Children’s Charity and 
Christmas for Children.

“As the families are there 
to pick up their supplies, 
they kind of stop at all 
those booths, and they’re 
able to get in touch with 
a lot of different commu-
nity resources like Rancho 
Brazos Community Centers, 
Forward Training Center 
and Ruth’s Place,” Oliver 
said. “That’s just a small 
sampling of what will be 
there, but it’s kind of like a 
little informational boost 
that helps them get signed 
up for other programs that 
they might need.”

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are also need-

ed to distribute school sup-
plies or to host a community 
resource table. A volunteer 
form can be found on the 
Granbury ISD website using 
the same steps listed above. 

DONATE
Operation School Supplies 

is relying on monetary dona-
tions in preparation for the 
23rd annual distribution. To 
support the nonprofit orga-
nization, make a tax-deduct-
ible contribution check pay-
able to Granbury ISD with 
“OSS” in the memo field, 
and mail to 217 N. Jones St., 
Granbury, TX 76048.

For more information, 
contact Oliver at lissa.oli-
ver@granburyisd.org.

COURTESY PHOTO BY CHAS53 ADOBESTOCK.COM

Since 2001, the nonprofit organization has provided free school supplies to Hood County families in 
need.

GISD’s 2024 Summer Lunch Program: 
ensuring nutrition for students
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

T
he Granbury 
Independent School 
District (GISD) com-
mences the 2024 

Summer Lunch Program, 
a vital initiative to provide 
free, nutritious meals to 
Granbury ISDs students 
during the summer months. 
This program is designed to 
support families and ensure 
that children continue to 
receive essential nutrition 
even when school is not in 
session.

The Summer Lunch 
Program offers free meals 
to all children aged 18 and 

younger. Additionally, stu-
dents aged 18 to 21 who 
are enrolled in high school 
or under and identified as 
mentally or physically dis-
abled through the special 
education program are also 
eligible for free meals. The 
program will operate on the 
following dates: Mondays 
through Thursdays from 
June 3-27 and July 8-18. 
Parents or guardians can 
pick up meals for their chil-
dren after verification at the 
designated sites. 

Acceptable forms of veri-
fication include:

• Student ID badge
• Student report card
• Birth certificate
• Attendance record from 

Skyward Family Access
Amy Whiteley, director 

of child nutrition for GISD, 
explains, “Menus are based 
on the Texas Department 
of Agriculture meal pat-
tern requirements and food 
available by manufactur-
ers.” This ensures that every 
meal is balanced and nutri-
tious, meeting the dietary 
needs of growing children.

“Texas law mandates 
that public school dis-
tricts where 50% or more of 
the enrolled students are 
eligible for National School 
Lunch Program (NSLP) free 
or reduced-price meal bene-
fits must operate a summer 

PLEASE SEE LUNCH | B4
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Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!
	 	 	 			●		NO	second	visit
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	get	numbed	multiple	times
	 	 	 			●		NO	goopy	impressions	(it’s	all	done	digitally)
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	wear	temporary	crowns	for	weeks	and	weeks

CONTACT	US	TODAY	TO	LEARN	ABOUT	OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr.	Alexander	Smith	|	Dr.	Katrina	Fisher

310	W.	Bluff	St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com

WEST BLUFF
DENTAL CARE
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June 8
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CLASSIFIEDS

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians, 
Mechanics, 
Carpenters,

Painters, 
and more...

w w w. h c n e w s . c o m

HOOD OUTDOORS

Summer fishing has offically arrived!

Summer weather is setting 
in and with it come those 
summer water conditions 
that are key to pay attention 
to. Water is getting hot in 
the middle to upper 80s and 
even hotter in the backs of 
creeks. Water will be stratify-
ing and thermoclines will be 
developing on most North 
Texas lakes. Knowing when 
these conditions apply will 
help you put fish in the boat. 
What I am talking about is 
the typical summer stratify-
ing of our local waters. Most 
of our relatively shallow 
Texas waters will stratify 

during the heat of summer. 
The top layer of water be-
tween the thermocline and 
surface will be the most oxy-
genated water. The layer of 
water below the thermocline 
is typically void of oxygen 
and most fish cannot survive 
there. 

The layer of water called 
the thermocline is the transi-
tion between the top layer of 
water and the uninhabitable 
area below the thermocline. 
There is typically a sharp 
drop in temperature in this 
thermocline which at times 
makes it a favorable place for 

many species; however oxy-
gen levels are not necessarily 
the best. 

Striped bass in the sum-
mer and several other species 
tend to “stress” in the Texas 
heat and at times will opt for 
the cooler water in the ther-
mocline versus feeding in the 
hotter water above the ther-
mocline. Many fish will lose 
weight in the heat of summer 
trying to survive. 

Thermoclines can come and 
go in the summer. Sometimes 
rain and wind will cool and 
mix up the water. With little 
or no wind action and the in-
tense heat, the thermoclines 
can reestablish quickly. 

Thermoclines can be your 
friend, too. In fact, thermo-
clines eliminate a large por-
tion of the livable area in the 
lake and in many cases will 
congregate fish. Using this 

information to your advan-
tage is critical when fishing 
right now. 

So how do you know if 
there is a thermocline pres-
ent? Some graphs with the 
gain on the highest setting 
will identify the area with a 
dark band at a certain depth. 
Another sure-fire method is 
when fishing with live min-
nows/shad. When your bait 
starts to die quickly at a 
certain depth, you probably 
need to put your presentation 
shallower until you can find 
a “happy” depth where your 
live bait will not die. 

On Lake Granbury, we 
typically get a thermocline 
somewhere down around 15 
to 25 feet below the surface. 
Thermoclines can be differ-
ent on different areas of the 
reservoir. For deeper lakes 
the thermocline can be much 

deeper. 
I have located schools of 

striped and white bass sus-
pended in a thermocline. 
When this occurs, you ei-
ther work your bait at that 
level or slightly above them. 
Downriggers are effective this 
time of year for that one rea-
son. Trolling baits for sand 
bass is effective as well.

As with any summer, your 
best times are typically early 
and late. Usually early in the 
a.m. the water temperature 
will be a bit cooler until the 
sun starts heating. Also, any 
summer rain will cool the sur-
face and will more than likely 
kick off a feeding frenzy. 

HOOD COUNTY  
FISHING REPORT

Water temperatures are in 
the middle 80s on the main 
lake and even higher in the 

shallows. Black bass are 
good on main lake points on 
crankbaits and soft plas-
tics. Look for top water ac-
tion early near feeding flats. 
Striped bass are good to 12 
pounds on the lower ends 
near channel breaks and ma-
jor entrances. Sand bass are 
good early as well near Indian 
Harbor and the Shores. Look 
for schooling sandies on shal-
low flats. Slabs and spinners 
are effective. Crappies are 
good on submerged structure 
(trees and bridge pilings) us-
ing small jigs and minnows 
worked about 15 feet down. 
Catfish are best at night on 
cut shad and prepared baits. 
Best action is near creek en-
trances on many areas of the 
lake. Some good sand bass 
and striped action has been 
reported in the river below 
the dam.

As a licensed professional fishing guide, 
Michael Acosta shows you how to find 
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35 
years, he has been fishing all of his life, and 
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured from left are Jeff Colyer, Ryan Killian, Tim Sipowicz, Matt Sipowicz and Jack Sipowicz with some 
big striped bass caught this past weekend on Lake Granbury. These folks are Pecan Plantation residents.

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured from left are Gary Morgan, Derral Martin and Shean Morgan with their limit of big striped bass 
to 11 pounds caught Sunday, June 9, on Lake Granbury on a family outing. Derral is a resident in Pecan 
Plantation.

leave a perennial power 
like Vandegrift for just any 
school.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity to take over a solid 
program that has had recent 
success, and I look forward 
to being part of the Snake 
Farm,” he said. “It will be a 
new challenge moving up to 
3A, but I was part of a pro-
gram that moved from 5A to 
6A, so transition is not new 
to me. 

“Biggest thing is to take 

care of ourselves in the way 
we prepare this summer and 
compete as hard as we can — 
everything else will take care 
of itself. We have a great se-
nior class that will help lead 
our transition and hope to 
be competing for champion-
ships soon.”

Prior to his time at 
Vandegrift, Mouser was an 
assistant at Temple for four 
seasons.

VOLLEYBALL
Amber Terrell takes the 

reins after serving as an as-
sistant. She replaces Misty 

Rhodes, who started the 
program, took some time off 
and returned to lead the pro-
gram to its best season ever.

Terrell was a part of a Lady 
Rattlers squad that, in 2023, 
finished second in district 
and caught fire in the post-
season. The team finished 
25-15 and advanced to the 
Region II final before falling 
to eventual state champion 
Windthorst.

BASEBALL
Jody Spain inherits a 

program that, under Lance 
Alford, posted the great-

est stretch of success in 
program history. In 2021, 
2022 and 2024 the Rattlers 
reached the third round of 
the playoffs, and in 2023 
they advanced to the region-
al finals.

Spain was previously 
the head baseball coach at 
Class 2A Frost and Class 3A 
Ballinger. 

Alford retired as a baseball 
coach and took a teaching 
position in Weatherford.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Andy Atkins is now at the 

helm after Scott Richardson 

left to start the program 
at the new Eagle Mountain 
High School next season. 
Richardson led the Rattlers 
to 77 wins in three seasons, 
including a regional finals 
appearance in 2023.

Atkins was formerly the 
head coach at Class 3A Bowie 
near Wichita Falls. He led the 
Jackrabbits to three straight 
playoffs in his three seasons 
leading the program, includ-
ing a third-round appearance 
in 2023.

TRACK AND FIELD
Brett Mouser is the new 

head girls track coach and 
the Rattlers new defensive 
coordinator in football. He 
was previously at Class 4A 
Giddings, 4A Brownwood 
and 5A Brenham.

Carson Humphreys is the 
new head boys track coach 
and will be the offensive 
coordinator in football. He 
was previously at Class 5A 
Abilene Cooper, a program 
that has reached the football 
playoffs 17 straight seasons.

TOLAR 
FROM PAGE B1

proving from 1-9 to 10-2.
In his time at San Angelo 

Central as the co-defensive 
coordinator, the Bobcats won 
10 games for the first time in 
20 years and advanced to the 
postseason. As the defensive 
coordinator at Sharpstown, 
he helped the team snap a 29-
game losing streak and go 6-4 
in his first season.

“I know he wasn’t my hire, 
but we hit it off immediate-
ly. His vision is my vision,” 
Moore said. “I probably would 

have hired him if I was the 
AD at the time. He’s done an 
excellent job in the short time 
he has been at the helm. The 
football program is in good 
hands.”

BOYS BASKETBALL
Jeremy McFerrin takes over 

and has 13 years of experi-
ence as a basketball head 
coach, with stops at Plano 
West, Lubbock Monterey, and 
Trinity Christian-Lubbock.

McFerrin replaces the re-
tired David Breazeale, who 
was one of the longest ten-
ured coaches in GHS history. 

He led the Pirates to the post-
season several times in his 14 
seasons, accumulating more 
than 200 of his 554 overall ca-
reer wins in Granbury.

McFerrin comes to 
Granbury from Plano West, 
where in his three years there 
he led the Wolves to a 20-
win season in 2023-24 and 
increased the school’s win 
total in every season. While at 
Lubbock Monterey, he made 
the postseason all four years, 
highlighted by a 29-9 record 
in 2018-19, where coached 
his team to the 5A regional 
tournament. 

McFerrin was later named 

the Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches (TABC) 
5A Outstanding Coach of the 
Year in 2019. 

At the private school 
level as athletic director 
and head basketball coach, 
McFerrin guided Trinity 
Christian-Lubbock to a Texas 
Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools (TAPPS) 
Class 4A state champion-
ship in 2017. He was a two-
time TABC coach of the year 
in 2016 and 2017 while at 
Trinity Christian. 

‘We are super excited to get 
Coach McFerrin. He brings 
a wealth of knowledge and 

experience,” Moore said. “A 
dynamic coach who can teach 
the game and build long last-
ing relationships with stu-
dent-athletes. He’s a winner 
and visionary, we can’t wait 
to see what he does with our 
basketball program.”

BOYS SOCCER
Joshua Croft comes to the 

program with hopes of re-
turning the Pirates to the glo-
ry they once knew not so long 
ago. The program has one of 
the most storied histories at 
the school, including winning 
Granbury only team state 

championship in 1999.
Croft has been a varsity as-

sistant for the past four years 
at Bridgeland High School, 
where he helped lead the 
Bears to 57 wins in that time. 
This included a 16-6A district 
championship, two JV district 
titles, three bi-district cham-
pionships, and a 6A Region 2 
finals berth. 

“Coach Croft is a young, 
hungry, dynamic coach look-
ing to make his mark in the 
state of Texas,” Moore said. 
“’We are excited to see what 
he can do with our soccer 
program.”

COACHES
FROM PAGE B1
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PROTECTING OUR TEXANS
The Sons of the Republic of Texas

DAVID CROCKETT CHAPTER # 47 

The David Crockett Chapter of The Sons of the Republic of Texas, Granbury, 
Texas, will honor a Veteran who has served our country, on active duty, in 
times of war or in times of peace. We will also honor a Gold Star Family. 

The Guidelines are:  

1. Name and contact information for each nominee.

2. The veteran’s bio including a photograph, in uniform, if possible, 
branch and dates of service.

3. Nominee must live in Hood County or surrounding counties.

4. Nominee must have served on active duty.

5. Nominee must be willing to attend the David Crockett Chapter award 
ceremony Monday, October 7, 2024 in Granbury, Texas at Spring 
Creek Barbeque, 5:30 pm.

6. The last day to submit nominations is July 30, 2024.

Email questions and nominations to Lloyd Lietz  
lietztalk@aol.com. (817) 360-9895)

Engaging Young Minds at Constitution Camp: 
A week of fun and learning in Hood County

feeding program,” Whiteley 
says, “GISD qualifies for this 
mandate, as just over 50% of 
its students are eligible for 
free and reduced-price meal 
benefits during the school 
year.” 

“Providing free, healthy 
school meals to all stu-
dents is crucial to combat 
childhood hunger and food 
insecurity. Universal meals 

enhance learning, academ-
ic achievement and social 
cohesion, creating a more 
inclusive school environ-
ment,” explains Dr. Janet 
Poppendieck, Urban School 
Food Alliance Advisory 
Council member.

GISD’s 2024 Summer 
Lunch Program is more than 
just a meal service; it is a 
lifeline for many families in 
Hood County, ensuring that 
children receive the nutri-
tion they need to thrive. By 

participating in this pro-
gram, GISD is committed to 
supporting the health and 
well-being of its students, 
helping them grow into 
healthy, active and success-
ful individuals.

For more information 
about the program, includ-
ing site locations, meal pick-
up times, and meals served, 
please visit the GISD website 
SSO Site Menu - Google Docs 
(edl.io)

LUNCH
FROM PAGE B2

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the  
Hood County News 

The Elizabeth Crockett 
Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution is once 
again gearing up for its an-
nual Constitution Camp for 
Kids, an event designed to 
educate and inspire children 
aged 7 to 13 about the U.S. 
Constitution and American 
history. Peggy Purser 
Freeman, the driving force 
behind this camp, offers a 
glimpse into what makes 
this event so special and why 
it has become a cherished 
tradition in Hood County.

FROM INSPIRATION  
TO REALITY

Peggy Purser Freeman, the 
chairman of the ECC DAR 
Constitution Week commit-
tee, has long been passion-
ate about bringing history 
to life. Her involvement 
with Constitution Week 
and the camp stems from 
a personal connection to 
the past. “About 12 years 
ago, I discovered one of my 
ancestors donated a cow to 
Washington’s troops and lat-
er fought for independence 
in the Revolutionary War,” 
she shares. This discovery 
ignited her dedication to his-
torical education, leading her 
to join the DAR and eventu-
ally create the Constitution 
Camp.

A LEGACY OF LEARNING
Constitution Week, 

celebrated annually in 
September, commemo-
rates the signing of the U.S. 
Constitution. However, 
Freeman recognized a need 
to engage young people 
in this important part of 
American history during 
their summer break. With 
the help of Kathy Hanlon, 
ECC DAR honorary regent 
and current state histo-
rian, Freeman’s vision of a 
Constitution Camp for kids 
took shape. “Our goals for 
Constitution Camp are to 
emphasize citizens’ respon-
sibilities for protecting and 
defending the Constitution 
and to inform young people 
that the Constitution is the 
basis for America’s great 
heritage and the foundation 
for our way of life,” Freeman 
explains.

A WEEK OF EXCITING  
ACTIVITIES

Entering its ninth year, 
Constitution Camp for Kids 
is set for June 17-21. The 
week-long day camp runs 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, and 
promises a blend of fun, 
learning and adventure. With 
the support of dedicated 
teen helpers and adult volun-
teers, the camp can host up 
to 80 campers.

The camp is packed with 
engaging activities designed 
to make history memorable. 
“We start with a few Kings, 
including King George III 
and William the Conqueror, 
and then each day, we invite 
someone who serves in gov-
ernment to speak — judges, 

soldiers, law enforcement 
and other elected officials,” 
says Freeman. This year, Sam 
Houston, managing editor 
at Hood County News, will 
speak to the kids about the 
freedom of the press.

BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE
Children will experience 

historical events through in-
teractive sessions with char-
acters like Crispus Attucks, 
James Madison, John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson. “We 
teach history as we throw tea 
in Boston Harbor, have lem-
onade without sugar, meet 
in secret at the Liberty Tree, 
engage in battles with water 
balloons, and learn to fight 
as the Native Americans did 
in the French and Indian 

War,” Freeman describes. 
They will also hear from a 
Minuteman, John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin 
Franklin, and women like 
Elizabeth Burgin, who helped 
hundreds of men escape 
from a prisoner of war ship.

The learning continues 
with fun and education-
al games. “We study the 
Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights by singing and play-
ing games like the Three-
Headed Eagle or Capture the 
Rights, where bully kings try 
to take away the amendment 
each student has,” Freeman 
notes. These activities not 
only teach the children about 
their rights but also involve 
water, adding an element of 
excitement.

A COMMUNITY EFFORT
The success of 

Constitution Camp is a testa-
ment to the hard work and 
dedication of the ECC DAR 
members and their fami-
lies. “Constitution Camp 
could not happen without 
an amazing group of peo-
ple, such as members like 
Donna Thompson, Jeanne 
Harris, Linda Clarkson and 
Cindy Shippley. They have 
all taught for seven years or 
more,” says Freeman. She 
also extends special thanks 
to the husbands and volun-
teers who have supported 
the camp behind the scenes.

The camp is free and non-
political, ensuring that it re-
mains an inclusive and edu-
cational experience for all 

participants. “Most impor-
tantly, Constitution Camp is 
fun, free and nonpolitical,” 
Freeman emphasizes.

LOOKING AHEAD
As Constitution Camp for 

Kids prepares to open its 
doors once again, the ex-
citement is palpable. With a 
blend of historical reenact-
ments, interactive lessons 
and fun activities, this camp 
promises to make history 
come alive for the young 
minds of Hood County. For 
more information and ideas 
on how to celebrate the 
Constitution with your fam-
ily, visit the camp’s webpage 
at https://constitutioncamp.
org 

COURTESY PHOTO

The week-long day camp runs from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, and promises a blend of fun, learning and adventure. Campers Participate in a fun water fight 
activity.

COURTESY PHOTO BY BY LIGHTFIELD STUDIOS ADOBESTOCK.COM

Providing free, healthy school meals to all students is crucial to combat childhood hunger and food 
insecurity.
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Allison Dafoe pitching the ball during the home game Feb. 20. 

Lady Pirates garner all-district accolades
BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the  
Hood County News

For the first time since 
2019 the Granbury Lady 
Pirates softball team ad-
vanced to the second round 
of the playoffs. Following this 
performance, seven members 
of the team have been named 
to the All-District 5-5A Team 
by the league’s coaches, in-
cluding a pair of superlative 
honors.

Senior Allison Dafoe was 
named the district’s Co-
Pitcher of the Year, while 
Rachel Venable was selected 
as the Co-Freshman of the 
Year.

Named to the first team 
were Hannah Dafoe and 
Karmyn Williams. Second-
team honors went to Morgan 
Johnson, Carli Carlton and 
Preslee Carnes.

Dafoe posted an earned run 
average of around three per 
game, pitching in the majority 
of games for the Lady Pirates. 
She struck out over 200 bat-
ters and had a strikeout-walk 
ratio of approximately 4-1.

This is the second time for 
Dafoe to be named Co-Pitcher 
of the Year. She received the 
honor in 2022 as well and was 
named second-team all-dis-

trict in 2023.
Venable was one of the 

top offensive players for 
Granbury. She led the Lady 
Pirates in extra-base hits.

The Lady Pirates (15-19 
overall, 6-6 in district) fin-
ished fourth in league play, 
overcoming a 2-5 start, to 
garner a postseason spot. 
They then swept District 6-5A 
champion Fort Worth South 
Hills 9-0 and 11-0 as Dafoe 
surrendered nine hits with 11 
strikeouts and a single walk 
in the two games.

The Lady Pirates then fell 
in two games in their best-of-
three series against Joshua. 
Dafoe surrendered just three 
earned runs in the series, 
striking out 13 and walking 
one.

Named academic all-district 
from the Lady Pirates were 
A. Dafoe, H. Dafoe, Carlton, 
Carnes, Venable, Johnson, 
Brenna Haynes, Meredith 
Jones and Abigail Stone.

TGCA ACADEMIC ALL-STATE
The Texas Girls Coaches 

Association honored several 
area senior athletes with all-
state accolades for spring 
sports:
Golf

Granbury — Akiyah Ditto, 
Ryli Lewis, Emily McGuire, 
Reagan Neal

Track
Granbury — Ella Garner

Softball
Granbury — Allison Dafoe, 

Brenna Haynes, Abigail Stone
Lipan — Ashlyn Clark, Rylei 

Cudd, Sarah Marcantonio, 
Dixon Sinclair

Tolar — Ava LeCluyse
Tennis

Granbury — Katie Childs
Lipan — Olivia Benitez, 

Taylor Branson, Ashlyn Clark, 
Sarah Marcantonio

TABC HONORS LIPAN
The Texas Association of 

Basketball Coaches honored 
several from Lipan, includ-
ing senior Lady Indian Taylor 
Branson. She is part of the 
Small School Blue/Red Team 
playing in this weekend’s All-
Star Game in Bryan.

Indians coach Brent Gaylor 
was named Class 2A Boys 
Coach of the Year after lead-
ing his team to a second 
straight state championship 
despite losing almost the en-
tire roster to graduation.

Steven Bailey was named a 
Middle School Coach of the 
Year. Ty Johnston was a final-
ist for Boys Assistant Coach 
of the Year.

JUNIOR GOLF
Several young golfers from 

the area have gotten their 
summer off to a strong start 
with solid performances on 
the North Texas PGA Junior 
Golf Tour.

Last week, at Squaw Creek 
in Willow Park, competing 
on the Prep Tour, Granbury’s 
Townes Chaveaux won the 
Boys 9-10 age group, shooting 
1-over-par 36 over nine holes. 
Lipan’s Cass Hix tied for sec-
ond with a 40.

In the Boys 13-14 divi-
sion, Lucas Skavak of Lipan 
was fifth with a 55 over nine 
holes.

Competing on the Medalist 
Tour, Granbury’s Landon 
Womack won the Boys 15-18 
division at Burleson’s Hidden 
Creek, shooting 4-over-par 76 
over 18 holes. Braxton Pugh 
of Granbury tied for fourth, 
shooting 81. 

Tolar’s Alyssa Lester won 
the Girls 13-14 division at 
Mansfield National, posting a 
9-over-par 81.

Also, at Mansfield National, 
Womack shot 76 to place 
third among Boys 15-18, 
while Granbury’s Lincoln 
Sherrill and Lipan’s Jack 
Smith each shot 83 to tie for 
third among Boys 13-14.

Quinn Bradley of Granbury 
tied for ninth in the Boys 15-
18 category, shooting 82, and 
Granbury’s Grady Molder was 

12th with an 83.

HIGH SCHOOL RODEO
The Texas High School 

Rodeo Association State 
Finals Rodeo wraps up 
Saturday, June 15 in Abilene. 
Several local athletes are hop-
ing to finish in the top four 
of their respective events 
and qualify for a berth in the 
National High School Finals 
Rodeo July 14-20 in Rock 
Springs, Wyoming.

Lipan’s Kynzi Callaway was 
ranked fourth in Region 3 in 
both senior pole bending and 
senior goat tying. She is also 
fourth in the Girls All-Around 
standings.

Also competing from Lipan 
are Tripp Pittman and Kayla 
Garcia in team roping, along 
with Kilyn Osburn in barrel 
racing. Tolar is represented 
by Hunter Hutton in team 
roping.

PRO RODEO
Several competitors from 

the area are among the lead-
ers for men and women in 
their respective events on the 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association circuit. They 
include Granbury’s Stevi 
Hillman, who is 18th among 
barrel racers with $30,353 in 
money winnings this season.

Three from Lipan are also 
among the leaders. Patrick 
Smith is 30th in team roping-
heelers with $22,598 won, 
Cole Clemons is 32nd in tie-
down roping with $21,370, 
and Tyler Tyron is 43rd in 
team roping-header with 
$16,592.

SUMMER CAMPS
Granbury ISD summer 

sports camps, all at Granbury 
High School, include:

Tennis — June 17-20, 
grades 2-9, 8-10 a.m. Cost $70

Boys basketball — June 
24-27, grades 1-5, 8-10 a.m.; 
grades 6-9, from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Cost $80

Football — July 29-31, 
grades 7-9, 8-11 a.m. Cost $75

Volleyball — July 29-31, 
grades 7-9, 8-10 a.m. Cost $75

Tolar summer sports 
camps, all at Tolar High 
School, include:

Football — June 17-21, 
grades 7-9, playmaker camp, 
10 a.m.-noon; grades 3-6, 
passing camp, 6-8 p.m. Cost 
$40

Football — June 24-28, 
grades 7-9, linemen camp, 10 
a.m.-noon. Cost $40

Football — July 29-Aug. 1, 
grades K-9, 6-8 p.m. Cost $40

Volleyball — July 29-31, 
grades 7-9, 8-10 a.m.; grades 
4-6, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Cost $50

GHS Soccer Summer Camp
PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

The Hood County summer sports camps are going in full swing. Photos from Tuesday, June 11 of Granbury High School's second day of 
Soccer camp for boys and girls in Kindergarden through 5th grade. For full gallery go to hcnews.com.
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High school students attend first Tarleton State Mariachi Institute

Tarleton State Football schedule altered, 
4 changes to Texans’ conference slate

Tarleton State President James Hurley named CPUPC treasurer

RFSI Grant Awarded to Tarleton State

Tarleton State University 

STEPHENVILLE — Tarleton State Football’s 2024 schedule 
has been altered, with four changes announced June 10 to the 
previously announced campaign.

Changes occurred as Stephen F. Austin announced plans to 
return to the Southland Conference July 1. Tarleton State will 
no longer play SFA in 2024. Tarleton’s four changes each sur-
round United Athletic Conference games.

The first change will be Sept. 21, as the Texans will travel 
to take on North Alabama in a United Athletic Conference 
matchup. Tarleton State and North Alabama were previously 
not scheduled to play this upcoming season, and the Texans 
were originally supposed to play at West Georgia Sept. 21. 
Now, the Texans will go back to Florence, Alabama, where 
they won 43-28 in 2022. That game will kick off at 6 p.m. CT.

Tarleton’s final three games were also altered. Now, the 
Texans will play at West Georgia Nov. 9, they’ll host Abilene 
Christian in Stephenville Nov. 16, and they’ll play their regular 
season finale at Memorial Stadium against Central Arkansas 
Nov. 23. Previously, the Texans were supposed to host Central 
Arkansas Nov. 9, play at Stephen F. Austin Nov. 16, and host 
Abilene Christian Nov. 23.

The new UAC schedule for all teams features eight confer-
ence games, four home games and four road games in a full 
round-robin format for each of the league’s nine member 
institutions.

The revised schedule was a product of flexible and open-
minded work by the league administration and member insti-
tution’s leadership in response to SFA’s departure. The focus 
of the revised slate centered on accommodating expressed 
protected dates from each institution, maintaining the bal-
anced eight-game conference format, attempting to keep 
similar location sequencing from the previous schedule and 
mitigating as many travel plan disruptions as possible.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Tarleton State Football’s 2024 schedule has been altered, with four changes announced June 10 to the previously announced campaign.

Tarleton State Universtity

STEPHENVILLE  — A 
$749,410 grant funded 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service has been 
awarded to Tarleton State 
University as part of the 
Resilient Food Systems 
Infrastructure program.

The RFSI program through 
the Texas Department of 
Agriculture aims to help 

build resilience across the 
middle of the state’s food 
supply chain for food crops. 
The middle of the food sup-
ply chain occurs following 
harvest and before goods are 
sold at a store or market.

TDA extended an invita-
tion to Tarleton State to 
submit a proposal for grant 
consideration.

“Expanding the capac-
ity and distribution meth-
ods of locally and regionally 

produced food products 
is critical in Texas,” said 
Tarleton State President Dr. 
James Hurley. “Our univer-
sity is proud to be involved 
with such an impactful 
program. We appreciate the 
support and leadership of 
(Agriculture) Commissioner 
Sid Miller in helping make 
this grant a reality for our 
region.” 

The RFSI program is in-
tended to improve upon and 

add to local and regional 
market options for locally or 
regionally produced food in 
Texas.

“From the producer all 
the way to the consumer, it 
is important to make sure 
there is no breakdown in our 
food supply chain,” Miller 
said. “This grant is instru-
mental in securing the fu-
ture resilience of our food 
supply chain, both in Texas 
and across the nation. I am 

happy to see this grant go 
to Tarleton State University, 
where I know it will be put to 
good use.”

Tarleton State will facili-
tate state-led complementa-
ry supply chain coordination 
activities.

“We are honored to 
be invited by the Texas 
Department of Agriculture 
to partner with them on 
this project,” said Dr. Rupa 
Iyer, Tarleton State’s vice 

president for Research, 
Innovation and Economic 
Development. “It is a testa-
ment to Tarleton State’s re-
search capacity and ability to 
contribute to the economic 
development of our state.”

With cooperative agree-
ments nationally, the USDA 
is investing $420 million in 
the RFSI program.

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — Tarleton 
State University President 
Dr. James Hurley has been 
named treasurer for the 
Council of Public University 
Presidents and Chancellors 

(CPUPC).
The nonprofit council is 

comprised of the chief ex-
ecutive officers of the Texas 
public general academic 
universities, system offices, 
health-related institutions, 
and the three two-year state 

colleges in the Houston area.
CPUPC provides a forum 

to elevate the contributions 
and successes of Texas high-
er education institutions and 
helps to build collaborative 
networks for the discussion 
of mutual needs and con-

cerns related to the challeng-
es facing public universities 
in the state.

“I am honored to be 
nominated and selected 
for this role,” Hurley said. 
“Advancing the educational 
programs of all public col-

leges and universities in 
Texas is a collective effort. I 
look forward to continuing 
to work with leaders from 
all parts of our state for the 
greater good.”

Since 1983, CPUPC has met 
to advance Texas’ public se-

nior colleges and universities 
as they pursue their respec-
tive goals of academic excel-
lence, student career prepa-
ration, innovative research 
and community service.

Tarleton State University 

STEPHENVILLE  — Tarleton 
State University hosted area 
high school students at its 
first Mariachi Institute, which 
culminated with a free con-
cert in the Clyde H. Wells Fine 
Arts Center Auditorium.

The four-day workshop, 
which took place last week, 
was sponsored by the Lozano 
Long Division of Global, 
Community and First-gen 
Initiatives in collaboration 
with the Department of 
Performing Arts, Division 
of Student Engagement and 
Success and Division of 
Enrollment Management.

More than 50 students from 
three DFW high schools were 
invited to experience campus 
life, engage with staff and 
current students, and learn 
from a variety of well-known 
mariachi instructors, includ-
ing three-time Grammy-
award-winning arranger and 
performer Jesus Guzman. Dr. 
Adolfo Estrada, Post-doctoral 
Fellow of Musicology from the 
University of New Mexico, is 
lead faculty for the institute.

Students from Grand 
Prairie Fine Arts Academy, 
North Side High School and 
Castleberry High School in 
Fort Worth have attended 
classes taught by faculty from 
across the country, including 
instrument-specific instruc-
tion in harp, trumpet and vio-
lin. They have gone on cam-
pus tours, shared meals in the 
dining hall and stayed in the 
residence halls.

“We are thrilled to provide 
this amazing educational pro-
gram for our distinguished 
high school partners,” said 
Dr. Sherri Benn, vice presi-
dent for the Division of 
Global, Community and First-
gen Initiatives. “This is an 
edu-taining (educational and 
entertaining) experience of 
student engagement toward 
college readiness through 
performance and the arts. 
Students are experiencing 
campus life and learning from 
some of the best mariachi in-
structors in the country.”

Dr. Benn said the idea for 
the mariachi institute was 
inspired by a commitment to 
give back to the communities 

that students come from and 
a passion for education.

“We wanted to create a 
unique learning opportu-
nity along with a culturally 
enriching experience for the 
community through student 
engagement toward college 
readiness through perfor-
mance,” she said. “Mariachi 
music is part of the fiber of 
joy-filled celebrations such 
as weddings and baptisms, as 
well as emotion-filled ceremo-
nies such as memorials and 
funerals. Music is a beautiful 
way to connect with culture, 
and we want all members of 
the communities we serve 
to know they are valued and 
celebrated.

“We are building on this 
week’s workshop to grow our 
own,” she added.

“We want everyone to know 
of Tarleton’s dedication to 
promoting work, service and 
leadership readiness for a 
globally connected economy 
and transnational workforce 
by advancing mission-fo-
cused partnerships with the 
communities we serve.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Tarleton State University is hosted more than 50 students from three DFW high schools at its first 
Mariachi Institute. Dr. Adolfo Estrada, left, post-doctoral Fellow of Musicology from the University of 
New Mexico, is lead faculty for the institute.
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Growing up in Flower 
Mound, Cody Haddock’s 
passion for music was evi-
dent from an early age. “I 
attended Flower Mound 
High School, where I dis-
covered my love for mu-
sic,” Haddock recalls. His 
journey continued at the 
University of North Texas, 
where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in music edu-
cation. Today, he resides in 
Fort Worth with his wife and 
three children.

Haddock’s teaching career 
began at Carter Riverside 
High School in Fort Worth. 
“My time at CRHS was 
incredibly fulfilling. We 
fostered a positive envi-
ronment that drew many 
students to join the band,” 
he shares. Following his 
success at CRHS, Haddock 
spent four years at 
Colleyville’s Heritage High 
School, where his bands ex-
celled both on the field and 

on stage.
Now, as he steps into his 

new role at Granbury High 
School, Haddock is eager to 
bring his vision to life. “This 
year, the goal is excellence 
in everything we do. The 
way you do anything is the 
way you do everything,” he 
emphasizes. Haddock aims 
to instill a standard of excel-
lence that will become the 
cornerstone of the band’s 
culture, encouraging stu-
dents to hold each other 
accountable and strive for 
their best in every perfor-
mance and practice.

One of Haddock’s primary 
long-term goals is to grow 
the band program’s num-
bers. “Recruiting has always 
been a strength of mine,” he 
explains. “A healthy band 
program has lots of kids in 
it. With good numbers, that 
opens up many opportuni-
ties for our students, and 
all the different band pro-

gram offerings can shine. 
This goal will take time, but 
it will pay off for years to 
come.”

Granbury has already 
made a strong impression 
on Haddock. “There are 
tons of things to be excited 
about! It is a lovely town, 
and the people have been 
wonderful and welcom-
ing,” he says. He is particu-
larly enthusiastic about the 
support from the commu-
nity and administration. 
“Everyone wants to see the 
band be at its best, and I am 
eager to help us get there.”

Haddock’s vision for the 
GHS bands is not just about 
numbers and performance; 
it’s about creating a com-
munity where students 
feel valued and inspired. 
“Excellence is not just about 
winning trophies. It’s about 
setting a high standard in 
everything we do, from our 
rehearsals to our perfor-
mances and even in how 
we support each other as a 
band family,” he asserts.

The new director of bands 
is also focused on the 
broader impact of music 
education. “Music education 
teaches discipline, team-
work and perseverance. 
These are skills that stu-
dents will carry with them 
throughout their lives,” 
Haddock points out. He 

believes a robust band pro-
gram can play a pivotal role 
in shaping well-rounded, 
successful individuals.

As Haddock settles into 
his new role, the excitement 
is palpable. The students 
and community of Granbury 
High School are ready to 
embark on this new journey 
with him, eager to see the 

GHS band program flourish 
under his leadership.

Haddock’s arrival her-
alds a promising new era 
for Granbury High School’s 
band program. With his 
emphasis on excellence, 
community and growth, 
the future looks bright for 
the students and the music 
they will create together. As 

Haddock puts it, “We are 
just getting started, and I 
can’t wait to see what we 
will achieve together.”

Granbury High School, 
get ready to march to a new 
beat under the guidance of 
Cody Haddock — a leader 
with a vision and a heart full 
of music.

The sound of success: Cody 
Haddock’s plans for GHS bands
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COLOR Time

International Surfing Day, 
celebrated annually on the 
third Saturday of June, is 

a thrilling occasion 
that beckons 

kids to 

catch the waves and em-
brace the excitement of 
surfing. This day is all about 
the sun, sea, and surf, pro-
viding a perfect opportunity 
for children to dip their toes 
into the exhilarating world 
of wave-riding.

For kids, International 
Surfing Day is a chance to 
explore the joy of surfing, 
whether they are seasoned 
groms or first-time riders. 
Surf schools and coastal 
communities often organize 
special events, offering les-
sons, surf clinics, and beach 
festivities to celebrate the 
stoke of riding the waves.

Families can spend the 
day at the beach, watch-
ing surf demonstrations, 
participating in beach 
cleanups, and enjoying 
the vibrant surf culture. 
Parents can encourage 
their kids to try surfing 

under the guidance of 
experienced instruc-
tors, fostering a love 
for this water sport 
that promotes fit-
ness, balance, and 
a connection to 

nature.
International 

Surfing Day isn't just 
about the waves; it's also 

an opportunity to learn 
about ocean conservation. 
Kids can engage in educa-
tional activities that high-
light the importance of 
keeping our oceans clean 
and protecting marine life. 
Surfing and environmen-
tal stewardship go hand in 
hand, creating a sense of 
responsibility for the health 
of our seas.

Children can get creative 
with surf-themed art proj-
ects, designing their own 
surfboards, drawing ocean 
scenes, or crafting beach-in-
spired decorations. This 
artistic expression adds an 
extra layer of fun to the cel-
ebration and allows kids to 
showcase their love for the 
surfing lifestyle.

Whether it's riding the 
waves, learning about ocean 
conservation, or express-
ing creativity through art, 
International Surfing Day 
offers kids a chance to expe-
rience the sun-soaked, salty 
joy that defines the surfing 
community. It's a day to cel-
ebrate the ocean, embrace 
the surf culture, and create 
lasting memories of sandy 
toes and endless waves. 

This is an upward 
force created by the 

still water pushing up 
on the board and is 

known as a  
hydrostatic force (a 

force  
exerted by a liquid at 

rest).

Buoyancy
INTERNATIONAL

SURFINGSURFING 
DAY

JUNE 15, 2024

hello@sparksmusicschool.com2901 Glen Rose Hwy, Ste. 105 817-776-6459 SparksMusicSchool.com

MUSIC FOR  
ALL AGES

Student:
Emma Cox
Instrument: 
Trumpet
How Long:  
10 months

STUDENT OF 
THE MONTH
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Granbury's new GHS band director Cody Haddock.

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the Hood County News 

G
ranbury High School is tuning up for an 
exciting new chapter with the arrival of 
Cody Haddock, the school’s new direc-
tor of bands. Haddock, a seasoned mu-

sic educator with a vibrant background, is ready 
to lead the GHS band program to new heights.
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We just happen to know a few things about banking
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WE ARE CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIPS. 

Award Winning Legal Counsel

827 W PEARL ST.
GRANBURY, TX 76048

817-579-LWYR (5997)  817-573-HYDE (4933) fax
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A full service law firm delivering  A full service law firm delivering  
the highest level of client service through  the highest level of client service through  

our dedication to honesty, integrity, and results.our dedication to honesty, integrity, and results.

HYDEHYDE
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LAW FIRM, PLLC

ELDER LAW • FAMILY LAW • INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE  

MUNICIPAL LAW• BANKRUPTCY • IMMIGRATION LAW 
WILLS & PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

LHS Baseball Summer Camp
PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

The Hood County summer sports camps are going in full swing. Photos from Tuesday, June 11 of Lipan High Schools second day of Camp for 
incoming 1st Grade and incoming 9th Grade athletes. For full gallery go to hcnew.com.
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Wild at Heart: local yard certifies as wildlife habitat

BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

Judith Smith, a resi-
dent of DeCordova Bend 
Estates, successfully cre-
ated a Certified Wildlife 
Habitat through the National 
Wildlife Federation’s Garden 
for Wildlife program June 
1. Smith’s habitat has also 
been co-certified with NWF’s 
state affiliate, the Texas 
Conservation Alliance.

According to the NWF, ev-
ery Certified Wildlife Habitat 
Garden is now also part of 
the Million Pollinator Garden 
Challenge, a national effort 
to create a million gardens 
that provide habitat for de-
clining pollinator insects 
such as butterflies and bees. 

“Redesigning my yard to 
make it more inviting to wild-
life not only gives me great 
wildlife-watching opportuni-
ties, but it also helps me to 
be greener — reducing the 
lawn to mow, cutting down 
on watering, and saving time, 
in the long run, to enjoy time 
outside,” Smith says. “Wild 
morning glories cover the 
rocks I have in areas where 
most homeowners plant 
grass.”

By retaining the tall ce-
dars original to the prop-
erty and adding 10 crape 
myrtles, which use little wa-
ter to thrive, she has created 
a beautiful and sustainable 
space. Smith added a Texas 
star sage because it attracts 
birds and provides shade.

“Many of the plants in my 
garden beds were ‘planted’ 
by the birds,” Smith explains. 
“Sunflowers abound, and 
Mexican petunias attract 
hummingbirds and butter-
flies. Ground cover of Asian 
jasmine provides a home for 
numerous lizards. A blue-
bird’s nest attracts a family 
every spring. It is strategical-
ly mounted on a tree in my 
natural woods preserve.”

The National Wildlife 
Federation states that over 
the past 45 years, the Garden 

for Wildlife movement has 
recognized over 227,000 
Certified Wildlife Habitat gar-
dens across the United States 
to date, encompassing more 
than 2.5 million acres that 
support wildlife locally.

“Anyone anywhere can re-
store wildlife habitat right in 
their own yards and commu-
nities,” says NWF Naturalist 
David Mizejewski. “Whether 
you garden in a suburban 
yard, an urban area or a rural 
plot of land, you can make a 
difference for local wildlife. 

Creating a Certified Wildlife 
Habitat Garden is fun, easy 
and makes a real differ-
ence for the neighborhood 
wildlife.”

Smith’s grassroots effort 
reflects a growing trend 
among residents to make a 
difference by helping birds, 
butterflies, bees and other 
wildlife while promoting 
sustainable gardening prac-
tices. For more information 
visit: The National Wildlife 
Federation at nwf.org

Granbury Native Graduates 
from U.S. Naval Academy
From Staff Reports

Clarissa Layland of 
Granbury graduated from 
the U.S. Naval Academy, 
earning a Bachelor of 
Science in ocean engineer-
ing and a commission as a 
U.S. Navy Ensign. Layland, 
an alumna of Granbury High 
School, completed four 
years of rigorous academic, 
physical and professional 
military training.

During her time at the 
academy, Layland didn’t 
just excel academically. She 
was an active member of 
the rifle team, honing her 
marksmanship skills, and 
The American Society of 
Engineers, where she con-
tributed to the advancement 
of engineering knowledge. 

Founded in 1845, the U.S. 
Naval Academy is a pres-
tigious four-year service 
academy that prepares mid-

shipmen to be professional 
officers in the naval ser-
vice. The academy’s student 
body, known as the Brigade 
of Midshipmen, includes 
more than 4,400 men and 
women from across the 
United States and several 
foreign countries.

The Naval Academy is 
recognized as a top institu-
tion, with U.S. News & World 
Report ranking it among the 
top five undergraduate engi-
neering schools and the top 
20 best liberal arts colleges. 
Midshipmen are taught by 
both military and civilian in-
structors and participate in 
intercollegiate varsity sports 
and various extracurricu-
lar activities. Their studies 
include leadership, ethics, 
small arms, drill, seaman-
ship and navigation, tactics, 
naval engineering and weap-

COURTESY PHOTO

Clarissa Layland of Granbury graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy.

Stewart Ranch hosts successful launch event
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

Fall Creek Land Partners 
celebrated a successful 
public launch event for the 
Stewart Ranch develop-
ment June 8. An upcoming 
gated community provid-
ing a tranquil countryside 
living experience, Stewart 
Ranch is situated at 7065 
Cleburne Highway, offering 
75 lots ranging from one to 
11 acres, just minutes from 
Lake Granbury and the city.

The launch featured fam-
ily entertainment and com-
plimentary food. McKnight 
Title was on hand to assist 
potential homebuyers, and 
developers Wes Thompson 
and Trennon Massengale 
were available for ques-
tions. “We had a good 
turnout! People came from 
Austin, Dallas, Mansfield, 
Cleburne, Stephenville and, 
of course, local Granbury 
people,” said Eric Wilkins, 
owner of VYBE Realty. 
“Every person I spoke with 
commented on how beauti-
ful the development is.”

Wilkins, a Dallas native, 
was chosen to represent 
Stewart Ranch due to his fo-
cus on creativity, consisten-
cy and integrity. In addition 
to his real estate services, 
Wilkins offers marketing 
through his agencies — 
VYBE Marketing and Media 
and Mod.Lux Media, where 
he is a partner. His team 
played a pivotal role in cre-
ating the branding, website, 
social media graphics, email 
campaigns and sign design 
for Stewart Ranch, contrib-
uting significantly to the 
success of the event.

With over 30 years in the 
building and construction 

industry, Thompson empha-
sizes the company’s philos-
ophy of “quality over quan-
tity.” Thompson, who has 
deep familial ties to Hood 
County, highlighted the im-
portance of enhancing the 
natural surroundings with 
one-acre and larger lot sizes.

Massengale, a Johnson 
County native, attended 
Godley schools followed by 
Tarleton State University. 
He has been in the building 
and development industry 
since 2006 after working in 
utility construction. The Fall 
Creek Land Partners team of 
Massengale and Thompson, 
together with Wilkins and 
VYBE Realty, manage all fac-
ets of Stewart Ranch — land 
acquisitions, development 
planning, design, estimating 
and construction oversight.

Regarding development 
progress, Thompson con-
firmed that all dirt work and 
waterlines are complete. 
“We will begin work on the 
concrete streets and gated 
entrance this week. Streets 
and electrical installation 
should be complete by the 
end of July,” he said.

Stewart Ranch, named 
to honor the family of the 
previous landowner, Larry 
Stewart, boasts concrete 
streets, land dotted with 
trees and ponds, and is lo-
cated within the Granbury 
school district. The neigh-
borhood offers United 
Co-op fiber internet, un-
derground utilities and a 
homeowners association. 
Regarding permitted ani-
mals, Massengale clarified, 
“Household domestic pets 
are allowed. On home sites 
that are four acres or great-
er, horses, cows or sheep are 
permitted with some limita-
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Judith Smith explains the design of her newly NWF-certified Wildlife Habitat Garden.

Smith planted drought-resistant plants such as chrysanthemums, lantanas, pink and purple Mexican 
petunias, and lilies.

Crape myrtles, sunflowers and Texas star sage beautify Smith’s front yard.
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Stewart Ranch development with lot lines overlay.
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Memory Care
Apartments

Now Available
At Summer Rates

Happy Residents. Happy Families.
• Separate memory care village in secure building
• Spacious apartments with private baths
• Highly experienced memory care director on site
• High-tech wearable keyless door locks

CALL NOW FOR SPECIAL RATES

817-279-9259
AN AWARD-WINNING SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

Sweet comeback: Acton Donuts reopens after devastating crash
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

Acton Donuts, a local busi-
ness in Granbury, is now 
back in operation after a 
tumultuous year. The shop, 
located at 3101 Fall Creek 
Highway, faced significant 
challenges following a car 
crash in December 2023 that 
damaged the building and 
disrupted the business.

Owned by Okju and 
Sehwan Chun since 1998, 
Acton Donuts has been a 
staple in the community for 
over two decades. The cou-
ple, originally from Korea, 
seized the opportunity to 
purchase the shop from its 
previous owners shortly 
after moving to the United 
States. They have been dedi-
cated to serving the com-
munity since, seven days a 
week, from 5 a.m. to noon.

“Our typical day starts 
early,” said Sehwan Chun. 
“I wake up around mid-
night to prepare and make 
the donuts, and Okju ar-

rives around 4 a.m. to open 
the shop.” Their hard work 
has paid off, as the shop is 
known for its delicious clas-
sic glazed and chocolate do-
nuts and savory options like 
croissant sandwiches and 
sausage rolls.

The fateful day of Dec. 7, 
2023, began like any other. 
“It was around 9 a.m. I was 
working on a customer in the 
drive-thru, and Sehwan was 
in the middle of the shop 
preparing dough. Suddenly, 
we heard a loud sound, and 
debris was flying every-
where,” recalled Okju Chun. 
A truck traveling at approxi-
mately 80 mph (they later 
learned) crashed into their 
shop, destroying the back 
area where equipment and 
ingredients were stored. The 
truck had first struck a car in 
the drive-thru before plow-
ing through the building and 
narrowly missing Sehwan 
Chun.

This incident was one of 
several serious challenges 
for the Chuns. Earlier, in 
March 2023, a small electri-

cal fire forced them to close 
for three months due to con-
tamination and lack of parts. 
The fire caused minor exte-
rior damage, but the smoke 
led to the loss of most of 
their inventory.

Despite these setbacks, 
the Chuns’ resilience and the 
support of their loyal cus-
tomers has been unwaver-

ing. “The most difficult part 
of running our business has 
been the language barrier,” 
Okju Chun explained. “We 
would love to interact more 
fluently with our customers, 
but we are grateful for their 
support.”

As they prepare to reopen 
in early June, the Chuns look 
forward to welcoming back 

their community. “We are 
just grateful for our long-
time customers and new 
ones. They tell us how great 
our donuts taste, and that re-
assures us we are doing well. 
We love to see our customers 
happy,” said Okju Chun.

The reopening of Acton 
Donuts marks a new chapter 
for the Chuns and their busi-

ness, filled with hope and 
gratitude for the community 
that has supported them 
through thick and thin.

For updates and more 
information, visit Acton 
Donuts at 3101 Fall Creek 
Highway in Granbury.

tions. Chickens are allowed, 
but no roosters.”

“Trennon and I take a lot 
of pride in our family his-
tory in this area,” Thompson 
explained. His great-great-
great-grandfather, Erastus 
Umphress, was a promi-
nent farmer and rancher 
in Hood County. Born in 
Jefferson County, Florida, in 
1857, Umphress moved to 
Texas in 1872 and eventu-
ally owned 900 acres. He 
was known for his innova-
tive farming practices and 
early adoption of registered 
Hereford cattle. According 
to www.granburydepot.org, 
Umphress married Margaret 
“Maggie” Grubbs and had 
eight children. He was influ-
ential in bringing railroad 
spurs to Granbury and aid-
ing local cattle transporta-
tion. A devout Baptist and 
active Mason, Umphress 
donated land for the Shady 
Grove Church and was re-

spected for his community 
contributions and progres-
sive spirit. “His legacy of 
community service and in-
novation is something we 
strive to honor in our devel-
opments,” said Thompson.

“The market right now is 
in an interesting pattern,” 
said Wilkins. “Small tweaks 
to interest rates make all the 
difference in the world. In 
one week, we will have more 
mortgage applications than 
in the past 90 days. The 
next week, we could have 
an all-time low for applica-
tions. However, the desire 
for people to live in neigh-
borhoods where they can 
stretch out a little bit and 
be on two, three, four to 11 
acres is at a high. People are 
moving to Granbury like cra-
zy to get out of the hustle of 
the city. Most of those folks 
are looking for some space, 
and Stewart Ranch fills that 
need!”

For more information, 
visit https://stewartranchtx.
com/

STEWART
FROM PAGE C1

ons, and military law.
Upon graduation, mid-

shipmen earn a Bachelor of 
Science degree in one of 27 
majors and commit to at 
least five years of service as 
commissioned officers in 
the U.S. Navy or U.S. Marine 
Corps.

The academy’s notable al-
ums include:
• One president.
• 21 members of 

Congress.
• Five governors.
• 73 Medal of Honor 

recipients.
• Two Nobel Prize winners.
• 54 astronauts.
• More than 4,000 admi-

rals and generals.
Layland’s achievement 

marks a significant mile-
stone in her career, demon-
strating her commitment to 
her education and country.

NATIVE
FROM PAGE C1

COURTESY PHOTO BY VICTOR ROBLES

Visitors enjoying lunch at the Stewart Ranch launch event.

COURTESY PHOTO BY VICTOR ROBLES

From left: Wes Thompson, Eric Wilkins, and Trennon Massengale on site at Stewart Ranch for the 
launch event.

COUTESY PHOTO BY ERIC WILKINS

Children enjoying the bounce house at the Stewart Ranch launch 
event.
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SAME
PAPER 
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FINGERTIPS
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Acton Donuts is open for business.

COURTESY PHOTO BY VICTOR ROBLES

Title agents from McKnight Title on site at the Stewart Ranch launch event.
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GO PLAY

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with 
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion - including street address.

855.755.2300   HilcoRealEstateSales.com
U.S. Bankruptcy Court Southern District of Texas (Houston)  
Petition No. 23-30924 I In re: Holy Trinity Episcopal School of Greater Houston Inc. 

Well Maintained & Suitable for Various Uses

23,500± SF Multipurpose 
Facility on 37± Acres

11810 Lockwood Rd., Houston, TX

BID DEADLINE JUNE 27 •••••••••••
•••••••••••

BANKRUPTCY SALE

•  Potential uses include school, church, 
multifamily, office or industrial

•  Immediately south of Generation Park

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
exercise classes: 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance); 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance); 
11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 5 p.m. 
yoga. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club 
will hold an ACBL-sanctioned 
duplicate bridge game at 
noon each week at the Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway, Granbury, 
76049. Entry $8/person. All 
are welcome, come with a 
partner and compete for 
ACBL masterpoints. Informa-
tion and reservations: 225-
933-4074.

SONS OF the American 
Legion Post 491 of Gran-
bury Burger Night. 5-7 p.m. 
American Legion Post, 3409 
Davis Road. Funds raised 
are used to support veteran 
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members 
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Cho-
rus — rehearsals, Mondays 
7-9 p.m. at Acton Methodist 
Church, 3433 Fall Creek High-
way. Concerts in May and De-
cember. See www.granbury-
civicchorus.org for schedule 
and activities. Questions: 
granburycivicchorus2001@
gmail.com. Come join us!

FORWARD TRAINING 
Center “Cisco” classes from 
6-8:30 p.m. To sign up email 
info@forwardtrainingcenter.
org. or call 817-573-6677.

TUESDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
classes: 8:30 a.m. Weight 
Watchers (join at weight-
watchers.com); 9 a.m. yoga 
(private class, reservation 
only); 10:30 a.m. yoga (pri-
vate class, reservation only); 
1:30 p.m. line dancing; 5:15 
p.m. Weight Watchers (join 
at weightwatchers.com); 
6 p.m. Granbury clogger 
nights (watch or join). 1321 
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session 
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s 
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton 
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing. De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly 
Social Hour Net. All licensed 
amateur radio operators 
welcome. 7 p.m., on the 
147.240 MHz Repeater, +600 
offset, PL 162.2. 

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot card game 
day. 10 a.m.; Dominoes (Mex-
ican Train) 11 a.m. Healthy 
Connections, 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-

tails: 817-579-2979.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
classes: 9 a.m. exercise class; 
10 a.m. Mahjong; 10 a.m. 
cards; 11 a.m. dominoes. 
1321 Waters Edge Drive, 
Suite 1001. Details: 817-579-
2979.

THURSDAYS 

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise; 11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 
5 p.m. yoga (private class, 
reservation only). 1321 Wa-
ters Edge Drive, Suite 1001. 
Details: 817-579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 6-9 p.m. at 
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S. 
Chess Affiliate, all ages and 
skill levels, children 10 and 
under must be accompanied 
by adult. Y membership not 
required. Details: HoodCoun-
tyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m. 
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
Street. Prizes and fun. Use 
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has mini tournaments 
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
at 600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers. 
Show up at least 15 minutes 
early to pay the $12 entry fee 
and warm up.

MELODY BELLS singers of 
Granbury, women’s choral 
group, seeks new mem-
bers who love to sing 3-part 
harmony, especially first or 
second soprano. Also seek-
ing experienced piano ac-
companist. Weekly Thursday 
rehearsals for Christmas con-
cert season start Aug. 29, 10 
a.m. to noon, at First Presby-
terian Church Memorial Hall 
(the Annex), 301 W. Bridge St. 
Concerts performed during 
first two weeks of December. 
For more information, please 
call 817-999-1364.

FRIDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
9 a.m. exercise. 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hummers 
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meets 
every Saturday at Hilton Gar-
den Inn, 635 E. Pearl St., for 5K 
or 10K walk for fun, fellow-
ship and fitness. Details: 972-
567-3278.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS: 
10:30 a.m. yoga. 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HABITAT FOR Humanity of 
Hood County Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. We are building in the 
4000 block of Sundown Trail. 
No experience or tools needed. 
Just come build with us.

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has mini tournaments 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600 
W. Moore St. Welcoming all 
levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the 
first Monday each month at 
7 p.m. at the Hood County 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, 401 Deputy Larry Miller 
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands 
Ministry. The ministry needs 
people to crochet, knit or use 
a knitting loom to make gifts 
to comfort the ill, bereaved, 
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton 
Baptist Church fellowship 
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: 817-326-4693.

SECOND MONDAYS

MEETING OF the Lake Gran-
bury Art Association at 224 
N. Travis St. at 6 p.m. Meet-
ing includes business and 
a monthly demonstration 
from local and visiting artists. 
For questions call 361-510-
6820 or email simanek1@
charter.net.

FIRST TUESDAYS 

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m. Hood Coun-
ty Library, 222 N. Travis St., 
Granbury. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome. 

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 
Guild meets to knit, learn 
and share knitting tips each 
month at First Presbyterian 
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge 
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and 
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the fourth 
Tuesday each month (except 
November and December) 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E. 
Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace 
817-279-2995 for additional 
details.

MONTHLY MEETING of 
the Granbury branch of the 
Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the 
Bentwater Activities Center, 
1800 Emerald Bend Court at 
7 p.m. Questions? 817-910-
8174.

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette 
Club meets the first Thursday 
each month for fellowship, 
planning events and other 
business. Dinner, if desired, 
at 6 p.m., meeting from 7-8 
p.m. at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 E. U.S. Highway 

377. Details: bskaggs8@aol.
com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT 
meets the second Thursday 
of every month at 6 p.m. at 
the Emergency Operations 
Center located at 401 Deputy 
Larry Miller Dr. HoodCo-
Cert@gmail.com.

THE GRANBURY EWMA , 
Chapter P motorcycle group 
meets at Spring Creek Bar-
beque317 W. U.S. Highway 
377. Dinner and fellowship is 
6 p.m. informal meeting at 7 
p.m. Group of pleasure riders 
who love to ride in Texas and 
beyond. Many Goldwing rid-
ers, also 2 and 3 wheel, any 
and all riders are welcome. 

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Somervell A&M 
Club meets the third Thurs-
day (except June, July and 
August) at Spring Creek BBQ 
located at 317 W. U.S. Hwy 
377 Granbury at 6 p.m., din-
ing/social, 6:30 p.m. meeting. 
Other activities, fundraisers 
and meeting changes can be 
found at hscaggies.org.

THE HOOD County Demo-
cratic Club meets each 
month at 1410 Pearl St., An-
nex #1 at 7 p.m. Questions? 
Call 817-233-5453.

SECOND SATURDAYS

SECOND SATURDAY 
Showoff at Fuzzy’s Taco 
Shop, 115 W. Pearl St. Car 
show, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS 
Guild meets the third Mon-
day each month at United 
Coop Electric, 320 Fall Creek 
Highway, 6 p.m. Details: 817-
296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Loving Hands 
Ministry. The ministry needs 
people to crochet, knit or use 
a knitting loom to make gifts 
to comfort the ill, bereaved, 
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton 
Baptist Church fellowship 
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: 817-326-4693.

WAMS (WESTERN Area 
Modeling Society) radio 
control club meets at 6:30 
p.m. at Spring Creek BBQ, 
317 W. U.S. Highway 377. R/C 
aircraft, cars, boats, gliders, 
helicopters, etc. Details: 817-
475-2194

LAST THURSDAYS

MARINE CORPS League 
Detachment 1297 meeting 
at the American Legion Hall, 
3409 Davis Road, Granbury. 
Chow is at 6 p.m., meeting at 
7 p.m.

Grill Sergeant: Igniting dreams and 
redefining outdoor cooking in Granbury
BY LAUREN DAVIS
Staff Writer
Lauren@hcnews.com

In the heart of Granbury, 
a new business recently 
celebrated its ribbon cut-
ting. Grill Sergeant is light-
ing up the community with 
premium grills and outdoor 
kitchen essentials. But there 
is an inspirational story 
of resilience and passion 
behind the store façade 
that is not to be missed. 
Larry Lindsey, at 73 years 
young, is the proud owner 
of Grill Sergeant, located at 
608 E. U.S. Highway 377 in 
Granbury. Lindsey’s store 
reflects a lifetime of dedica-
tion, hard work and an un-
wavering “grill” to succeed.

After a long and fruitful 

career in the restaurant in-
dustry, the financial crisis 
of 2008 hit hard. Real estate 
deals went sour, and the 
restaurant Lindsey owned 
in Florida fell victim to the 
economic downturn. For 40 
years, his life had revolved 
around the restaurant 
business. In 2011, Lindsey 
found himself in a challeng-
ing position. He ran mul-
tiple unit franchises, owned 
three restaurants, and oper-
ated a successful catering 
business in North Carolina. 
But in the wake of finan-
cial losses, Lindsey was left 
wondering what to do next.

(I was) too young to quit, 
too old and overqualified to 
find work that could satisfy 
me or pay what I desired to 

make,” Lindsey said. The 
need for health insurance 
was pressing, and he found 
himself at a crossroads. 
Then, an advertisement for 
Barbeques Galore caught 
his eye. It promised good 
commissions and insur-
ance, so Lindsey applied. 
Despite his vast experience, 
he was initially overlooked. 
Undeterred, he wrote a let-
ter to the company’s presi-
dent, urging them to give 
him a chance. It worked.

Lindsey thrived at 
Barbeques Galore, find-

PLEASE SEE SERGEANT | C4
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Larry Lindsey is the proud owner 
of Grill Sergeant, located at 608 E. 

U.S. Highway 377 in Granbury.
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• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice
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ing a new passion in sell-
ing grills and talking about 
food. His natural talent 
and enthusiasm led him to 
consistently earn a spot in 
the President’s Club, sell-
ing over $750,000 worth of 
grills annually. Yet, corpo-
rate changes and the desire 
for independence spurred 
Lindsey to form his own 
company, Grill Sergeant 
LLC, in 2018.

The journey to opening 
his store was not straight-
forward. Health issues and 

initial missteps with other 
grilling businesses delayed 
his plans. But with determi-
nation and support from 
his wife, Judy, Lindsey per-
sisted. “None of this would 
even be possible without 
my Judy,” Lindsey said. “She 
carried the ball for several 
years when I barely came 
off the bench. And now 
she is still my strongest 
supporter.”

After meticulous planning 
and research, the energized 
couple opened the doors to 
Grill Sergeant in mid-March 
2024, with a grand open-
ing and ribbon cutting May 
19 and 20. The store offers 

a wide range of tradition-
al gas grills, pellet grills, 
kamado-style grills like the 
Big Green Egg, griddles and 
specialized equipment for 
outdoor kitchens. They also 
carry a variety of charcoal, 
pellets, tools, cleaning sup-
plies, unique gift items and 
an extensive selection of 
rubs and sauces.

What truly sets Grill 
Sergeant apart is the per-
sonalized service Lindsey 
and his team provide. “We 
treat every customer, no 
matter how small the pur-
chase, as if they are spend-
ing thousands of dollars,” 
Lindsey said. “If a customer 

for whatever reason isn’t 
satisfied, we sincerely want 
to know and rectify the situ-
ation. We bend over back-
ward to give the kind of 
service you used to get ev-
erywhere. This isn’t my job. 
It’s my life, and I love it.”

Lindsey’s story speaks to 
the power of perseverance 
and the belief that it’s never 
too late to follow a dream. 
He hopes Grill Sergeant will 
not only be a success but 
also inspire others. “I am liv-
ing proof that dreams can 
come true. Failure is just an-
other learning experience,” 
he says.
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BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the  
Hood County News

Grilling in Texas is more than just a 
method of cooking; it’s a way of life. In 
Hood County, like much of Texas, the 
sizzle of meat on the grill, the smoky 
aroma filling the air, and the camara-
derie of friends and family gathered 
around is a cherished ritual. But why 
is grilling so deeply embedded in our 
culture? Let’s explore this beloved tra-
dition, along with the top five things to 
grill and the best techniques to ensure 
your next BBQ is a hit.

THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  
OF GRILLING IN TEXAS

Texas has a rich history of outdoor 
cooking that dates back to the early 
settlers and cattle drives. These pio-
neers had to cook their food over open 
flames, giving rise to what we now con-
sider classic Texas BBQ. Over time, this 
practical necessity evolved into a cher-
ished tradition.

Grilling brings people together. 
Whether it’s a family gathering, a 
neighborhood block party, or a casual 
weekend with friends, the grill serves 
as the centerpiece of social interaction. 
It’s not just about the food; it’s about 
the experience, the memories created 
and the sense of community it fosters.

TOP FIVE THINGS TO GRILL

STEAK
Why: Texas is synonymous with 

beef, and nothing beats a perfectly 
grilled steak. The char on the outside 
and the tender, juicy inside make it a 
favorite.

Tip: Use a high-quality cut like ribeye 
or T-bone and season simply with salt, 

pepper and a touch of garlic.

BRISKET
Why: Slow cooked to perfection, bris-

ket is a staple of Texas BBQ. It requires 
patience but rewards with rich, smoky 
flavors.

Tip: Cook low and slow and use 
a good rub to infuse the meat with 
flavor.

CHICKEN
Why: Versatile and easy to cook, 

chicken can be marinated, rubbed with 
spices or simply seasoned.

Tip: Marinate the chicken overnight 
for maximum flavor and grill over me-
dium heat to avoid drying it out.

SAUSAGES
Why: Sausages are a crowd-pleaser 

and cook relatively quickly. They come 
in various flavors, making them a ver-
satile choice.

Tip: Prick the sausages with a fork 
to prevent them from bursting and 
cook over medium heat until nicely 
browned.

VEGETABLES
Why: Grilling isn’t just for meat 

lovers. Vegetables like bell peppers, 
zucchini and corn take on a delicious 
smoky flavor.

Tip: Toss vegetables in olive oil and 
season with salt and pepper before 
grilling. Use a grill basket to prevent 
smaller pieces from falling through.

TOP FIVE GRILLING TECHNIQUES

DIRECT VS. INDIRECT HEAT
Description: Use direct heat for 

quick-cooking foods like steaks and 
burgers and indirect heat for larger 

cuts like brisket or whole chickens.
Benefit: This technique helps in 

cooking food evenly and achieving 
the desired level of doneness without 
burning.

PREHEAT THE GRILL
Description: Always preheat your 

grill for at least 15 minutes before 
cooking.

Benefit: A hot grill sears the meat, 
locking in juices and creating a deli-
cious crust.

OIL THE GRILL GRATES
Description: Use a paper towel 

soaked in oil to grease the grates be-
fore placing food on them.

Benefit: This prevents sticking and 
makes clean-up easier.

USE A MEAT THERMOMETER
Description: Ensure your meat 

reaches the safe internal temperature 
by using a meat thermometer.

Benefit: This guarantees food safety 
and helps in achieving the perfect 
doneness.

LET THE MEAT REST
Description: Allow meat to rest for a 

few minutes after taking it off the grill.
Benefit: Resting lets the juices redis-

tribute throughout the meat, making it 
more flavorful and tender.

Grilling is more than just a way to 
cook food in Texas; it’s a cherished 
tradition that brings people together. 
Whether you’re a seasoned grill mas-
ter or a beginner, knowing the best 
things to grill and the top techniques 
will elevate your BBQ game. So fire up 
the grill, invite your friends and fam-
ily, and enjoy the rich, smoky flavors 
that have become a part of our Texan 
heritage.

I’VE BEEN THINKING 

Final interesting facts about Texas

Traveling through Texas 
by way of fascinating facts 
in three previous columns 
has been a wonderful ex-
perience. The unexpected 
turns and dips on the road 
of information have made 
the journey exciting, yet 
sometimes startling. Since 
many of us have come here 
from another home state, 
perhaps a future column 
will reveal interesting facts 
from each of the other 49 
states.

You can thank Texas for 
Whole Foods and 7-Eleven. 
You can find these stores 
everywhere now, but they 
both got their start in good 
ole Texas. 7-Eleven traces 
its origin to Dallas in 1927, 
when the Southland Ice 
Company began selling food 
in its stores and called the 
businesses “Tote’m Stores.” 
They changed their name to 
7-Eleven in 1946 to adver-
tise their new store hours. 
Whole Foods was founded 
in Austin in 1980, and at 
the time was one of only a 

dozen natural food stores in 
the country.

The state’s official song 
is “Texas, Our Texas.” The 
song became the offi-
cial state anthem in 1929. 
Initially, the piece included 
lyrics referring to Texas 
as the “largest and grand-
est” state in the country. 
However, Texas had to 
change this to “boldest and 
grandest” in 1959 when the 
much larger Alaska joined 
the union. 

Lavender, which is native 
to the Mediterranean, is now 
grown in Texas; there are 
numerous lavender fields 
and even festivals in central 
Texas. Blanco, in the center 
of beautiful Hill Country, is 
a small town known as the 
“Lavender Capital of Texas.”

The “Texas Triangle” is 
made up of the four major 
cities of Austin, Dallas-
Fort Worth, Houston and 
San Antonio. With a total 
population of 21 million, it 
is considered one of the 11 
megaregions of the U.S.

The State Fair of Texas 
boasts the largest Ferris 
wheel in North America. 
It’s also the largest and 
longest-running state fair 
in the country. Established 
in 1886, the State Fair of 
Texas takes place every 
fall in Dallas and lasts 24 
days. Here, you›ll find tons 
of fried food, carnival rides, 
live music, agriculture con-
tests and a whole ton of 
Texas pride. You’ll know 
you’re there when you see 
Big Tex, the gigantic statue 
that is the fair’s mascot. 
Last year’s event welcomed 
more than two million 
visitors. 

Texas is the fifth big-
gest wine producer in 
the U.S. Fredericksburg 
is at the heart of Texas’ 
wine country, and one of 
the top things to do in 
Fredericksburg is of course 
visiting wineries!

Caddo Lake is the state’s 
only natural lake. It is found 
on the border of Texas and 
Louisiana and is the only 
natural lake in Texas. It 
sprawls over 25,000 acres, 
and its name is derived 
from the Caddo Native 
American groups that 
originally inhabited the area 
before they were forcibly 
relocated.

Everyone in the town of 

DISH, Texas, received free 
basic television and DVRs 
for 10 years from DISH 
Network in exchange for re-
naming their town to DISH 
(in 2005) from CLARK (es-
tablished in June 2000) as 
part of a deal with the satel-
lite TV company. Located 
in Denton County, Dish is 
home to just 200 residents 
and 60 gas wells.

Texas is filled with tiny 
little towns that boast awe-
some names. If you can’t 
afford a European vaca-
tion, just hop in your car 
and drive through Paris, 
Athens, Naples, London, 
Dublin, and Florence, Texas. 
There’s even a town called 
Earth in the plains of Llano 
Estacado—and it’s the only 
town on the planet to bear 
that name. 

There’s nothing like au-
thentic Tex-Mex food, a fu-
sion of Mexican, Tejano and 
American traditions that 
is all its own. Chow down 
on some fajitas, try your-
self a breakfast taco — and 
don’t you dare leave the 
state without getting a taste 
of classic Tex-Mex queso. 
You’ll also want to scoop up 
some chili, which is the of-
ficial state dish, and chips 
and salsa, which is the offi-
cial state appetizer.

Carol Goodman Heizer is an author who 
recently moved to Hood County from 
Louisville, Kentucky. She has had short stories 
published in eight editions of “Chicken Soup 
for the Soul” books. Her column for the Hood 
County News will appear every two weeks.
cgheizer@gmail.com | 502-396-0972

CAROL GOODMAN HEIZER

The thrill of the grill
Top foods and techniques for summer grilling
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July 
4 Irish Tacos & Brews Fest 
4-5 Granbury TX 4th of July Rodeo
4-7 4th of July Weekend Celebrations and Parade 
7	 Texas	Fallen	Officers	Day	Ceremony	at	Memorial	Lane	

August  
3 Blazin’ Saddle 75 Bike Rally 

September  
Aug.	30-Sept.2	 Labor	Day	Weekend	Celebrations	
11	 Patriot	Day	Ceremony	at	Memorial	Lane	
21-22 The Spooky Spectacle Convention 2024
27-28	 Texas	Cowboy	Symposium	-	Texas	State	Championship	
	 Chuckwagon	Cook-off	and	Western	Swing	Festival	
28	 HANK	FM	Lake	Fest

October   
3-27	 The	Sleepy	Hollow	Experience	–	Langdon	Grounds	

WIN
THIS!
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THE IDLE AMERICAN

Graduates in the real world

For the most part, hand-
shakes, backslaps, hugs and 
teardrops — some joyously 
wept from grateful souls 
who achieved much, and 
some from others who bare-
ly sneaked by to graduate — 
now are part of history.

In bygone years, school su-
perintendents and university 
presidents considered grad-
uation events to be success-
ful if everyone left venues in 
the same state of health and 
well-being as when they en-
tered. (Nowadays, with some 
commencement exercises 
canceled or altered greatly 
because of safety concerns, 
most leaders would settle 
for the “mild stuff” — even 
squirrels running amok on 
stages in the berserk man-
ner described in the nov-
elty song about the First 
Self-Righteous Church of 
Pascagoula.) 

It should be noted there 
are far more places for exer-
cises to go wrong now. Long 
ago, most schools had just 
one “warmup” for gradua-

tion, it being from elementa-
ry to high school. Nowadays, 
youngsters graduate from 
kindergarten to first grade, 
then elementary to junior 
high or middle school, then 
to high school and the “big-
gie” at senior year’s end. I 
wouldn’t be surprised, up 
the way, if ceremonies mark 
progression from diapers to 
underwear, and/or nursery 
school to kindergarten …

One superintendent of my 
acquaintance says he hopes 
his commencement-induced 
“tummy knots” will loosen 
soon. I understand, but like 
most other folks, wonder 
what lies ahead. Civility 
seems threatened.

I asked him if anything at 
this year’s graduation pro-
gram caused him to smile on 
the way home.

“As a matter of fact, there 
was,” he answered, seem-
ingly eager to share remarks 
by one of his school’s bright-
est graduates. (I am choos-
ing not to reveal his name, 
nor his school’s, nor the 

graduate’s.) 
By way of background, 

much seemed to be pre-
dictable. Some 800 seniors 
“pomped and circum-
stanced” their way into the 
stadium, and several thou-
sand relatives and friends 
showed up, hoping the grad-
uates would take seriously 
both the “rights and respon-
sibilities” printed on their 
diplomas.

It was a long ceremony, 
of course — what with all 
graduates receiving a dozen 
seconds each in the spotlight 
crossing the stage. There 
were many speeches, of 
course.

Were there ever speech-
es! Students who achieved 
greatly academically — as 
well as heads of student or-
ganizations — were grant-
ed a few minutes each to 
share their thoughts, most 
of which centered on grati-
tude to teachers, coaches, 
band directors, counselors, 
and, of course, parents and 
other relatives. Most, my 
friend said, were well-chosen 
words. (I cautioned that I’ve 
been congratulated for a few 
“well-chosen words,” both 
words in print and expressed 
verbally. Sadly, though, there 
were addendums, something 
about the few “well-chosen 

words” interspersed ran-
domly with several hundred 
that weren’t!) 

I hasten on, because my 
friend’s face brightened as 
he described the young man 
whose remarks “took the 
cake,” earning the evening’s 
most thunderous applause.

“He had ‘Paul Harvey kind’ 
of timing, obviously spend-
ing hours deciding precisely 
what he wanted to convey,” 
the superintendent said.

“The graduate was unhur-
ried, quickly establishing 
eye-contact with the throng 
to create an appearance of 
serious intent and a spirit of 

thanksgiving. I wish I could 
remember his exact words, 
but generally, here’s what 
the lad said.” 

“I would like to begin 
my remarks this evening 
by especially thanking my 
mother, even though she’s 
no longer with us.”

Swiveling to survey the 
crowd, the graduate seemed 
to “drink in” the audible 
sighs from the audience, all 
seeming to share the tender 
moment.

Several seconds passed 
before he loosed the bomb-
shell retort that immediately 
turned a moment of sadness 

into laughter that bordered 
on side-splitting.

“Yeah, she left several 
minutes ago, probably out of 
sheer boredom.” …

I congratulate him for his 
creativity. I’ll throw in a bou-
quet to his mom, too, if she 
knew what he intended to 
do, and went along.

Okay, I’ll extend the gift to 
all the graduates of our land, 
prayerful that they’ll strive 
to make our world a better 
place.

My generation fell short of 
what we’d hoped. Maybe we 
all should re-read the words 
on our diplomas.

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

Summer chit chat meetings slated for Pecan’s Woman’s Club

Even though the Pecan 
Plantation Woman’s Club 
will not meet collectively 
during the summer months, 
it does not mean fun and 
fellowship will cease for the 
ladies of our community.

The first “Chit Chat” lun-
cheon is on the calendar for 
Thursday, June 20 in the 
clubhouse ballroom. This 
informal time of food and 
friends welcomes current 

club members as well as visi-
tors and guests interested 
in learning about Woman’s 
Club and its presence in our 
community. Social time be-
gins at 10 a.m. with lunch 
service at 11:30 a.m. Ladies 
will hear a little “Granbury 
history” as presented by 
Melinda Fortner.

Reservations are required 
for the event and are due by 
Thursday, June 13. Ladies 

may secure a spot by send-
ing email to ppwcres@gmail.
com or calling Susan Martin 
at 361-215-4599.

MEMBER RENEWAL
In addition, the PPWC hap-

pily announces its website 
now includes a link for mem-
bers to renew their member-
ship for the 2024-2025 club 
year. Ladies may visit myp-
pwc.com to pay their dues. 
The new club year prom-
ises to be spectacular with 
new, noteworthy programs, 
as well as favorite annual 
events such as the Christmas 
Tour of Homes, Santa’s 
Workshop and Bakery, and 
the western themed Boot 
Scootin’ dinner and dance.

Woman’s Club welcomes 
all female residents to join 

the group whose tenets in-
clude friendship, fellowship, 
philanthropy and a love of 
the arts.

PICKLEBALL TIME
A pickleball camp for 

young players (ages 8 
through 12) runs Monday, 
June 17 through Friday, June 
21 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the 
PAC. The days will include 
an hour of indoor pickle-
ball instruction followed 
by an hour of supervised 
swimming. Tennis shoes are 
needed for pickleball and 
swimwear and sunscreen 
for outside. Spots are lim-
ited; register at the PAC: 
817-573-7952.

GENEALOGY GROUP
Pecan’s Genealogy Group 

will gather again Tuesday, 
June 18 at 10 a.m. in the 
EMS training room at the 
emergency services com-
pound on Monticello Drive. 
Everyone is welcome as be-
ing a Pecan resident is not 
required for attendance. 
Attendees will hear from 
Kay Holly when she presents 
“DNA: Exploring Genetic 
Genealogy.” For more infor-
mation on the group and 
its activities, contact Kay at 
682-459-5718.

AUXILIARY UPDATE
Pecan’s Volunteer Fire 

Department/Emergency 
Medical Service Auxiliary has 
two important fundraisers 
fast approaching. The first 
one is slated for Thursday, 
June 20 at 7 p.m. when the 

auxiliary will be the desig-
nated Spotlight Nonprofit 
Organization at a Cleburne 
Railroaders baseball game at 
their home stadium. 

The Railroaders’ manage-
ment has offered discounted 
ticket prices to the auxil-
iary of $11 per ticket when 
purchased online for this 
event, and $5 will automati-
cally be added to the ticket 
price to benefit Pecan’s 
emergency service person-
nel. Special pricing and the 
donation to Pecan’s groups 
is only applicable for online 
ticket purchases. For more 
details, call auxiliary Co-
President Jeanie Curry 972-
977-7049 or Seleta Webster 
806-646-0656.

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas 
transplant for 29 years, Diane Long is a 
wife, mother, and former English teacher 
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for 
16 years cumulatively. She spends her time 
both gathering neighborhood news and 
collecting new books to read.  
dianedlong@yahoo.com | 817-579-9360

BY DIANE LONG

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public 
speaker and former university president 
who writes weekly. 
 newbury@speakerdoc.com  
| 817-447-3872

BY DON NEWBURY

COURTESY PHOTO

In bygone years, school superintendents and university presidents considered graduation events to be 
successful if everyone left venues in the same state of health and well-being as when they entered.

PHOTO COURTESY PECAN PLANTATION WOMAN’S CLUB

The Pecan Plantation Woman’s Club finished its club year with ladies wearing blue to the final gathering in celebration of the group’s 45th and sapphire anniversary. While collective meetings recess for the 
summer, Chit Chat luncheons begin June 20. 
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For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11 

736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 
Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not learn on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

“Taking Care of our Member-Owners!”

817.444.3201 • tcectexas.com

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 
John and PJ Gibbs

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches 
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

Granbury  cbac.com/granbury  817-910-4247

People-First Automotive Care
Fixing cars, driving joy.

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM
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E Serving 
Hood County 

Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

SERVING HOOD AND 
SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

 FOR 20 YEARS

• Wall & Floor Tile 
• Wood Look Tile  
• Wood Flooring 

• Luxury Vinyl Plank  
• Carpet

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

Certified finanCial Planner™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches. 

ANGLICAN
Good Shepherd Anglican 
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2035
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Crossing Place 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-1581
Elm Grove Assembly Of God 
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar 
254-835-4755
Faith Assembly Of God 
300 Granbury Court 
817-326-2270
BAPTIST
Acton Baptist 
3500 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4693
Allison Baptist 
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan 
254-646-9926
Bible Baptist 
4804 E. Hwy. 377 
817-579-5424
Brazos River Baptist 
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy. 
817-663-5384
Dennis First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-565-9027
Exalted Redeemer Baptist 
1840 Acton Hwy. 
817-247-7209
Fairview Baptist 
5041 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-8968
Faith Baptist Of Hill City 
Hwy. 56 
254-965-3840
First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-613-2322
First Baptist 
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan 
254-646-2484
First Baptist Thorp Springs 
2815 Lipan Hwy. 
817-573-3339
Glen Rose First Baptist 
201 West Gibbs Blvd., 
Glen Rose 
254-897-2351
Granbury Baptist 
1200 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-4943
Granbury First Baptist 
1851 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-7137
Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
254-396-5773
Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa 
3300 Oak Trail Dr.
Lakeside Baptist 
500 W. Bluebonnet 
817-573-2094
Mambrino Baptist 
1625 Mambrino Hwy. 
817-573-4901
Mission Bautista El Buen 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
817-573-4133
Oak Trail Baptist 
4501 Peppertree Rd. 
817-279-6430
Paluxy Baptist 
1844 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-5111
Patillo Baptist 
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan 
940-769-2968
Pecan Baptist 
7178 Fall Creek Hwy. 
682-205-1565
Rainbow Baptist 
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow 
254-897-2121
Southside Baptist 
910 Paluxy Rd. 
817-573-1462
Sovereign Grace Baptist 
820 Paluxy Rd. 
682-936-4988
Tolar Baptist 
400 Tolar Hwy. 
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist 
320 W. Pearl St. 
817-573-5318
Waples Baptist 
1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 
817-579-0509
Western Hills Baptist 
507 Western Hills Trail 
817-573-7588
BIBLE
Grace Bible 
201 E. Clifton Rd. 
682-498-3014
Granbury Chapel Bible Church 
5150 N. Gate Rd. 
817-736-9647
CATHOLIC
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
2301 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-2131
CHRISTIAN
Dayspring Christian 
3314 S. Clifton 
817-573-0107
First Christian 
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-573-5431
Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
817-578-0626
Promise Point Church 
5904 Walnut Creek Circle 
817-910-8868
The Evangelical Christian 
608 Shady Grove Dr. 
817-736-3041
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Downtown Church Of Christ 
310 W. Pearl St. 
 817-573-9862
Granbury Church Of Christ 
1905 W. Pearl 
817-573-2613
Lipan Church Of Christ 
112 N Caddo St., Lipan 
254-646-2297
Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ 
4219 Old Granbury Rd. 
817-573-6878
Thorp Spring Church Of Christ 
3006 Thorp St. 
817-776-1547
Tolar Church Of Christ 
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4397
CHURCH OF GOD
Church Of God 
1106 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-279-6753
EPISCOPAL
Good Shepherd Episcopal 
4530 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-6074
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Granbury Jehovah’s Witnesses 
3734 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-4259
LUTHERAN
Emmanuel Lutheran Elca 
2301 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2201
Our Savior Lutheran 
1400 N. Meadows Dr. 
817-573-5011
METHODIST
Acton Methodist 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4242
Cresson United Methodist  
110 South Crook St., Cresson 
469-730-6496
Granbury First United 
Methodist 
301 Loop 567, 
817-573-5573
Solid Rock Global  
Methodist Church 
3410 Glen Rose Hwy 
682-498-3838
Temple Hall United Methodist 
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385
Tolar United Methodist 
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4005

Waples United Methodist 
4323 Waples Rd. 
817-573-9076
MORMON
The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints 
1226 Ross Lane 
817-573-6825
NAZARENE
Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene 
921 Lipan Dr. 
817-573-4041
PENTECOSTAL
Hood Pentecostal 
3100 Beechwood St., 
817-279-0363
Calvary Church of Granbury 
4800 Glen Rose Hwy 
817-559-7372
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian 
303 W. Bridge St. 
817-573-2337
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist 
2016 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-3573
OTHER
Anchor Fellowship 
1300 James Rd. 
682-990-8551
Bear Creek Community 
18553 South Hwy. 377, 
817-396-3245
Brazos Covenant Ministries 
1950 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-0968
Calvary Family 
3306 Oak Trail Dr. 
314-606-1211
Center Point 
4332 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-554-3432
Christian Science Society 
528 N. Crockett 
817-573-0457
Church On Thistle Ridge 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
917-326-5501
Crossroads 
200 S. Crook St., Cresson 
817-886-9577
Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County 
2401 Cedar Crest Dr., 
817-579-9332
Generations Church Of 
Granbury 
5718 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-326-5378
Hope Community 
3206 W. Hwy. 377 
254-243-0350
Lipan Cowboy 
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan 
254-396-3162
New Season Global Ministries 
3755 Acton Hwy. 
817-910-8777
Pure Praise 
2901 Glen Rose Hwy. 
817-279-3063
Rock Church Chapel 
6101 Rock Church Hwy 
Tolar, Texas 76476
St. John Victorian Mission Of 
Granbury 
5031 Bandy Rd. 
817-573-2669
Stonewater 
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-579-9175
The Bridge 
1107 Weatherford Hwy 
254-522-5330
The Heights 
1921 Acton Hwy 
817-558-2121
The Sanctuary 
4400 Daugherty Ct. 
817-326-2709
Triple Cross Cowboy 
3470 Lipan Hwy 
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 
This directory is made possible 

by these businesses  
who encourage all of us to attend  

worship services.

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Caring, It's what
we do best! ❤

174 Bed Facility
Private Rehab suites
22 Bed Secure hall
Skilled Nursing 

 Rehabilitation Services 
Long Term Care

 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

To schedule a tour, call
 

(817) 573-3726

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

Granbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, 
I am the one who helps you.’”

Isaiah 41:13

CALL TODAY TO 
ADVERTISE ON THE 

HOOD COUNTY 
NEWS CHURCH PAGE

817-573-7066

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE

stay connected — hcnews.com

Call our office 
to temporarily 
stop and start 

your paper

817-573-7066

Upcoming

Business
Trip?
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Lakestone Terrace Senior Living
817.873.1970 | LakestoneTerrace.com
916 E. Highway 377, Granbury, TX 76048

Call today to experience the comforts 
of our Resident-First community!

Everything You Want 
in Senior Living

Embrace the worry-free lifestyle you deserve and the peace of 
mind of having all of your needs met. Your spirit will thrive in our 

community, just see what our families have to say:

"Absolutely LOVE LOVE LOVE Lakestone Terrace...my family had amazing 
memories with my grandparents there, that we will treasure forever." 

- Kimberly G.

“My mom lives here. It’s a wonderful place with very friendly staff!” 
– Cheryl C.

Schedule your tour today and 
experience true community with us!

BOOK REVIEW

The park shelter has been reserved
BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

You’ve told everyone 
where to be and what to 
bring (Grandma’s favorite 
dessert!) and someone will 
set up games to occupy the 
kids. Your whole family cele-
brates Juneteenth, so maybe 
it’s time to bring these two 
great books to your jubilee ...

If you sometimes feel like 
you’re always the last to 
know, then read “Galveston’s 
Juneteenth Story: And 
Still We Rise” by Tommie 
Boudreaux, Alice Gatson, 
Jami Durham and W. Dwayne 
Jones (The History Press, 
$24.99). Because sometimes, 
you are the last.

Some 60 years before the 
end of the Civil War, Britain 
and the U.S. both “banned 
the international trade of 
enslaved people ... “ Slavery 
still existed, of course, and 
“Galveston was known as 
the largest slave market west 
of New Orleans ... “ Roughly 
a thousand people were 
enslaved there, and “many 
more ... passed through the 
city’s slave trading houses.” 
It’s estimated that “thou-

sands” also tried to escape 
slavery through Galveston 
and Brownsville, over the Rio 
Grande to Mexico.

Abraham Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation proclama-
tion Sept. 22, 1862. The Civil 
War ended in April 1865. On 
June 19 of that same year 
— two months after wars’ 
end — Black Texans finally 
learned that they were free. 
The slaves in Galveston were 
the last in the country to be 
notified.

This essential look at the 
history of Juneteenth goes 
beyond that historic day to 
show more of what hap-
pened in the immediate 
aftermath of the posting of 
General Order No. 3. The 
authors don’t stop there, 
though: they take their nar-
rative well into the early 
20th century, through Jim 
Crow laws, and into modern 
times and today’s celebra-
tions. Complete with lots of 
illustrations, “Galveston’s 
Juneteenth Story: And Still 
We Rise” is a great book to 
browse and to keep around 
for reference.

You know your child wants 

to understand the history 
of this holiday, too, so look 
for the new picture book, 
“Juneteenth Is” by Natasha 
Tripplett, illustrated by 
Daniel J. O’Brien (Chronicle 
Books, $17.99).

The morning has just 
started. The sun is up and 
today is the day for Jubilee. 
Everyone’s heading for the 
park and a parade with 
drummers and steppers. 
They throw candy to every-
one along the parade route. 
There are red, green and 
black flags everywhere! 

After the festivities at the 
park, it’s time to get togeth-
er with family. Juneteenth 
is a time to “be thankful.” 
It’s “the ladies singing in 
the kitchen,” an uncle’s 
jokes (groan!), basketball in 
the front driveway, prayer 
around the table, and “gen-
erations of family recipes.” 
And, of course, Juneteenth 
is a solemn time to acknowl-
edge “things not taught in 
school.” That’s the lesson to 
be learned, and children ages 
3 to 8 will love learning it 
with this book.

If these Juneteenth books 

aren’t exactly what you’re 
looking for, be sure to ask 
your favorite bookseller or li-

brarian. They can put lots of 
other Juneteenth books for 
anyone of any age, directly 

in your hands. Ask for help 
or be sure to put these two 
great books on reserve soon.

COURTESY PHOTO

Juneteenth Books by various authors, c.2024, The History Press / Chronicle Books $24.99 / $17.99,141 
pages / 40 pages

GARDEN PATCH

Growing tomatoes 101

If you crave that fresh 
from the garden taste, try 
growing tomatoes at home! 
While the time to plant for 
summer harvest is past, you 
may start a fall crop in July. 
Growing homegrown toma-
toes is rewarding provided 
you’ve done your part to en-
sure success.

For fall, purchase trans-
plants and get them in the 
ground around July 1. You’ll 
race against time to har-
vest before the first frost. 
Next spring, you can choose 
to start your crop either 
from seed or transplants. 
Purchasing seed allows you 
to grow unusual and hard-to-
find varieties. And it’s satis-
fying to grow your food from 

seed to harvest. 
To minimize diseases 

and pests, tomatoes are not 
directly seeded into the gar-
den. Instead, the tiny seeds 
are sown into small contain-
ers, allowed to germinate 
(about 14 days) and then 
grow inside for six to eight 
weeks before transplant-
ing. You’ll need to purchase 
supplies, provide adequate 
space, ensure adequate light 
and regularly tend to your 
seedlings. To save time, 
many gardeners bypass the 
seeding process and pur-
chase transplants. Working 
with seed lengthens the time 
to harvest and increases the 
chances for failure.

Prepare your garden site 

well in advance of planting. 
The amount of space you 
have will help determine 
which types of plants to 
grow and how many. Check 
with your local AgriLife 
Extension about recom-
mended cultivars and pur-
chase appropriately. Also, 
learn the difference between 
determinate tomatoes and 
indeterminate. 

Determinate plants grow to 
a specific height, usually 2-4 
feet, and are easier to sup-
port. The plants stop grow-
ing when flowers form at the 
end of the growing points. 
Their fruit ripens over a 
shorter time. Successive 
plantings allow you to har-
vest throughout the growing 
season. Indeterminate plants 
keep growing without form-
ing flowers at the growing 
points. Their longer length is 
harder to support, but they 
produce fruit for a longer 
season.

What is the expected yield 

COURTESY PHOTO

Successive plantings allow you to harvest throughout the growing season.

PLEASE SEE TOMATOES | C8

Phyllis Webster earned a degree in 
journalism before embarking on a long 
career in public relations and marketing. A 
Granbury resident since 1998, she has been 
deeply involved in the community. She is an 
award-winning writer and photographer, as 
well as a Master Gardener. She has authored 
Garden Patch since 2001. 817-680-4849

BY PHYLLIS WEBSTER
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GOOD FOR HOODGOOD FOR HOOD

682-936-4081

Dr. Bhaloo

817-326-5172   |   4815 Fall Creek Hwy  
CABINETS  QUARTZ  GRANITE  WOOD  VINYL  TILE 

CARTER LANDSCAPE
DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

• LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
•  IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE
• RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN

CARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM
682-936-4028

817-964-3333
Menu

Join Mama’s mobile 
COUPON CLUB

Text mamas to 21333 for 
specials and information

Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds

CARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATECARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATE
Located in the Home Source Showroom CenterLocated in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury

       Doug’s
Floors Plus
              Doug’sDoug’s
FloorsFloors Plus Plus

Building Creative pools in Granbury since 1996

Exceptional
Senior Living

Independent Living
Assisted Living

• A delightful, newly renovated community with a 
  devoted staff and rave reviews. 
• Interior courtyards; wrap-around porches.
• Full calendar of activities and events. 
• Professional care whenever needed 24/7. 
• Chef-prepared meals; forever friendships.

Memory Care
• In a separate, secure village. 
• Dementia-care specialist on site.
• Full-time dedicated activities director. 
• Exceptionally spacious, private apartments.

(817) 279-9259
Avivagranbury.com

2300 Paluxy Hwy, Granbury, TX 76048

Exceptional Senior LivingExceptional Senior Living

817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com

Auto Repair & Lube Center

(817) 573-0202
621 W. Pearl St., Granbury

www.expresswaycarcare.com

Fast, Friendly & High Quality Service 
for more than 15 years.

Register for Classes
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734

Veteran, Military, Senior Citizen Discounts

PJ’s Lawn CarePJ’s Lawn Care
         & Landscaping         & Landscaping

Computer Design • Seasonal Planting •  Mowing •  
Yard Maintenance • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
817-714-4270 817-714-4270 ||  www.pjslawn.comwww.pjslawn.com

  
EstimatesEstimates

FreeFree

 Let Black Betty bring  
the party to you!

Licensed and Insured

Perfect for any event
We are committed to making your 
event a unique luxury bar experience

• One-on-one conultations
• Vintage 1985 horse trailer
• Satellite bar
• Champagne Wall
• Hot cocoa and mocktail packages
• Customized packages to meet your needs

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or Large
• Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

Insured
& Certified

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
PLEASE CALL US FOR

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE

William Bryant
Owner

(682) 803-3564
william.bryant8@icloud.com

William Bryant
Owner
William Bryant
Owner

Big & Small 
Custom Fences & Repairs

• WROUGHT IRON
• CHAIN LINK
• FENCE STAIN
• WOOD FENCE & GATES

(682) 803-3564
william.bryant8@icloud.com
(682) 803-3564
william.bryant8@icloud.com

FREE ESTIMATES
We guarantee to match 

or beat any written 
estimate

Raines Restoration & Remodeling
Timothy L. Raines

Contractor
(361) 488 -3267

rainesrestorationsremodeling@gmail.com

Finish Carpentry
Crown Molding
Baseboard, Trim

Decks
Pergolas, Awnings
Handicap Ramps

Total Remodel
Concrete, Electric
Doors, Windows

30 Years Experience Independent Benefits Consultant
granburyinsure@aol.com

Diabetic? 
Heart Issues?
CALL NOW!

per plant? Some varieties 
produce more fruit than oth-
ers. Cherry tomatoes, for 
example, produce prolifical-
ly. Other factors that affect 
fruiting include available 
water, weather, fertilizer 
and pest/disease issues. 

Generally, one or two plants 
per person will produce sub-
stantial fruit. If you plan to 
can tomatoes, the AgriLife 
Extension recommends three 
to four plants per person. 
Choose the varieties that are 
best for canning.

Tomatoes require eight 
hours of sunlight per day. 
Plant them in a well-drained 
site; mounded rows or raised 

beds work best. Tomatoes 
also work well in contain-
ers. The plants need regular 
moisture, so do not allow the 
soil to dry to the point that 
plants wilt. And do not allow 
the soil to become water-
logged. Improper moisture 
can cause the fruit to crack 
or lead to a killing disease 
such as blossom end rot. If 
you do not receive rain, wa-

ter every three to five days. 
Select dark green trans-

plants that are about the 
same height as width. Avoid 
leggy plants and those with 
damaged or unhealthy-
looking leaves. Tomatoes 
may be planted with stems 
buried. Remove the bottom 
leaves, leaving 4”-6” of stem 
planted aboveground. Roots 
will sprout from the buried 

stems.
Space plants 2-4 feet apart 

if caged. Allow more space 
if not using cages and if you 
are growing indeterminates. 
Caged plants need less train-
ing than plants that are 
staked. To minimize pests 
and soil-borne disease, ap-
ply mulch and avoid contact 
between fruit, leaves and soil 
as plants grow. Fertilize ev-

ery four to six weeks.
For answers to your hor-

ticulture questions, please 
call the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, Hood County at 
817-579-3280 or online at 
lakegranburymastergarden-
ers.org.

TOMATOES
FROM PAGE C7

The second auxiliary fun-
draiser is a gold and silver 
purchasing event Saturday, 
June 22 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the EMS building lo-
cated on Monticello Drive. 
Cowtown Gold & Silver will 
be on hand to buy scrap gold 
and silver with 10% of the 
purchases benefiting our 
VFD/EMS.

Old, broken jewelry and 
coins are welcome. Pure gold 
and silver items should be 
hallmarked, and if in doubt, 
the gold and silver buyers 
can test for purity.

YOUTH GOLF
Signups for Pecan’s Junior 

PGA League are happening 
now at the golf pro shop: 
817-573-2645. Summer 1 
League runs June 26-28 and 
Summer 2 July 24-26 with 
hours of 9 to 10 a.m.

DIVE IN
Swim lessons continue 

with session two coming 
Monday, June 17. Three lev-
els of classes are available 
with certified swim instruc-
tors. Sign up at the PAC: 
817-573-7952.

ART TIME
An “Expedition: Art” event 

for Pecaners ages 7 to 12 is 

on the calendar for Tuesday, 
June 25 through Friday, June 
28 with participants being 
led by Pecan Plantation Art 
Guild members. The days 
will include four different 
projects with all supplies 
(and snacks!) included. Spots 
are limited; sign up at the 
PAC.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Pecan’s Breakfast Club will 

continue to meet the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month during the sum-
mer with food service begin-
ning at 9 a.m. and the pro-
gram at 10 a.m. Folks gather 
and enjoy breakfast pre-
pared by the clubhouse staff, 
entertainment and good 

fellowship.

GOOD READ
The Hood County Library’s 

bookmobile will be in the 
PAC parking lot Wednesday, 
June 26 from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
Patrons may both check out 
and return materials to the 
bookmobile.

CANDLE CREATION
A candle making class with 

“scent of humor” is slated 
for Saturday, June 29 from 2 
to 4 p.m. at the PAC. The fee 
is $55 per participant and 
includes a 16-ounce candle 
and a car diffuser. Folks may 
register at the PAC.

SUMMER TIME
Session two of “Tennis and 

More Sports Camp” begins 
Monday, June 18 for children 
ages 6 to 12. Each day will 
include tennis, swimming 
and an additional sport. 
Sign up in the tennis shop: 
817-579-9412.

GOOD TIMES
Soccer camp finished last 

week, and all reports boast 
children having a wonder-
ful time and learning much 
about the sport.

In addition, the air 
rifle camp two weekends 
ago was a big success. 
Congratulations to the com-
petition winners!

PICKLEBALL NEWS
Although the recent pick-

leball mixed doubles tour-
nament moved from the 
outside courts to inside the 
PAC gym due to inclement 
weather, the event was not 
dampened and proved a very 
successful day. Many thanks 
go both to participants and 
spectators, as well as the vol-
unteers who made the day 
happen. Folks assisted with 
the tournament computer 
program, officiated matches, 
prepared lunch and assisted 
with both set up and clean 
up. Cheers to all the partici-
pating players with special 
kudos going to the winners 
of each bracket.

PECAN
FROM PAGE C5
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