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Solar eclipse may
cast a shadow on
using cell phones

BY DAVID SCOTT

Special to the Hood County News

s millions of people travel to follow

the path of totality of the solar eclipse,

they should be aware of potential

problems that may occur with cell
phone usage, especially in more rural areas. The
event is expected to put a strain on local cell tow-

ers as the population is expected to triple in some

areas.

It was reported that dur-
ing the 2017 eclipse people
using their cell phones to
share photos and navi-
gate through traffic over-
whelmed neighboring cell

phone towers. Now that the

public relies on cell phones
for practically everything,
including driving direc-
tions, it has been suggest-
ed that eclipse followers
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should

bring along a hard
copy of maps and maybe
a compass in case they are
unable to access GPS.
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Some NASA scientists do warn that cell service could get spotty,
temporarily. In arecent article, NASA officials said a solar eclipse
suddenly changes the structure of the ionosphere, which can
temporarily disrupt radio signals and GPS navigation.

County, city enter interlocal agreement
for Old Granbury Road improvements

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Hood County
Commissioners Court and
the City of Granbury of-
ficially entered into a cost-
sharing interlocal agree-
ment for improvements to
Old Granbury Road during
a commissioners court
meeting March 26.

For the past several
months, both the Hood
County Commissioners
Court and Granbury City
Council have discussed
making improvements to
Old Granbury Road from
the U.S. Highway 377 in-
tersection to Industrial
Avenue.

“I've been on this com-
missioners court now for
five years, and we’ve been
talking about this ever
since I've been on here,”
Precinct 4 Commissioner
Dave Eagle said during
the Feb. 13 meeting. “We
know that the 377 project
is looming. We don’t know
when that’s going to start,
but it will, and even if we
started something tomor-
row, it would be a couple of
years to get Old Granbury
Road widened out and ex-
panded where we can have

“I've been on this commissioners court now
for five years, and we've been talking about
this ever since I've been on here. We know
that the 377 project is looming. We don’t
know when that’s going to start, but it will,
and even if we started something tomorrow,
it would be a couple of years to get
Old Granbury Road widened out and
expanded where we can have some
way to get around 377"

DAVE EAGLE

Precinct 4 Commissioner

some way to get around
377

Both the city and coun-
ty have been in talks with
Teague Nall and Perkins
Inc. regarding the planning
portion of the project.

Ryan Jones, profes-
sional engineer for TNP,
spoke at the Hood County
Commissioner Court meet-
ing on Feb 13, and ex-
plained that if the company

were to start now on the
project, it would likely take
four years to complete.

“We estimate about two
years for design phase and
then about two years for
construction,” Jones said.
“If this would be (started)
in 2024, it would be in the
year 2028 for construction
completion.”

He explained that the city
of Granbury contacted TNP

in August 2023 and asked
the company to perform a
preliminary traffic analysis
on Old Granbury Road.

“Old Granbury Road was
identified as a critical cor-
ridor with the looming 377
construction and some
developments occurring
along the road,” Jones said.
“That traffic study evalu-
ated all of the existing con-
figuration of Old Granbury
Road and how that existing
configuration, the two-lane
divided roadway, would
handle the projected and
forecasted traffic increases
that are coming in the next
5,10, 15 years.”

The results of the prelim-
inary analysis, Jones said,
indicated that improve-
ments are “definitely need-
ed” on Old Granbury Road,
as it is currently perform-
ing adequately with today’s
traffic.

Jones also added that in
the next five to 10 years,
the level of service will start
to degrade — especially
the segment between U.S.
Highway 377 and Temple
Hall Highway.

“The segment between
377 and Temple Hall was
really the first segment that
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Hood County Precinct 2 Commissioner Nannette Samuelson
addresses why the public hearing for the Wolf Hollow tax abatement
agreement was canceled during a regularly scheduled Hood County
Commissioner Court meeting on March 26.

Commissioner Samuelson
gives update on

Wolf Hollow tax abatement

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

During the Hood County Commissioners Court Tuesday,
Precinct 2 Commissioner Nannette Samuelson provided an
update about why the public hearing for the Wolf Hollow II
Power Plant tax abatement agreement was canceled.

A public hearing was originally scheduled for March 26,
to approve an amendment to the tax abatement agreement
between Hood County and Wolf Hollow II Power Plant, LLC
signed March 9, 2015. The project was to invest no less than
$500 million to construct a combined cycle power plant
with the capacity of at least 1,077 megawatts. The purpose
of the amendment was to remove approximately 38 acres
leased to Compute North in 2021 from property eligible for
the abatement; the amendment was scheduled to be effec-
tive for the 2024 tax year.

A tax abatement is a local agreement between a taxpayer
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS

Granbury Chamber of Commerce joins forces with Granbury
ISD for 2nd annual Lemonade Day: A sweeter view for 2024!

Chamber Message

In 2023, over 120 fifth
grade students from
Granbury Independent
School District participated
in the Granbury Chamber
of Commerce’s inaugural
Lemonade Day, setting up
51 lemonade stands and
grossing over $11,000 in
sales over the four-hour
event.

This year, the chamber
kicked off the second an-
nual Lemonade Day by visit-
ing each GISD elementary
schools March 18. The up-
coming Lemonade Day will
take place Saturday, May 18
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. all
over the community. This
innovative initiative aims to
foster entrepreneurial spirit
and financial literacy among
local fifth-grade students
while promoting commu-
nity engagement. Our local
“Shark Tank” concept pairs
student entrepreneurs with

build their business plan.. .
.last year’s Entrepreneurs
of the Year from Baccus
Elementary netted $600.
Lemonade Day, a national
nonprofit, empowers chil-
dren to learn the fundamen-
tals of business by planning,
budgeting and operating
their very own business — a
lemonade stand. Through
this hands-on experience,
students develop essential
skills such as goal setting,
teamwork and customer
service, setting the stage
for their future success.
By running their stand,
program participants gain
valuable life and business
skills, learn the importance
of earning, saving, spending
and sharing money wisely,
as well as the confidence
that comes from working to
achieve their dreams.
Member businesses in
the community are encour-
aged to seize sponsorship

vital support for education-
al materials, resources and
mentorship for participat-
ing students. Businesses
also have the opportunity to
host alemonade stand out-
side their establishments.
This not only promotes foot
traffic and goodwill but also
offers a unique opportunity
for businesses to engage
with the community in a
meaningful way. For those
unable to host a stand, there
are opportunities to be-
come investors, supporting
student entrepreneurs and
their endeavors.

9

This partnership between
the Granbury Chamber of
Commerce and GISD exem-
plifies the power of collabo-  worthy cause.
ration in our community. With the May 18 date fast

approaching, excitement
is building for the second
annual Lemonade Day in
Granbury. Businesses, vol-
unteers and community
members alike are encour-

Lemonade Day not only
teaches valuable life skills
but also instills a sense of
pride and ownership in our
youth. We invite all mem-
bers of the community to

= Lemonade Day!
7
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GRANBURY

SAVE THE DATE

MAY18th

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP

OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE NOW!

make a difference in the
lives of local fifth graders.
For more information on
how to be a sponsor, host a
stand, be an investor and/or
volunteer, please visit www.
lemonadeday.org/granbury,
callus at817-573-1622,

COURTESY GRAPHIC

burychamber.com.
Together, we can plant
the seeds of entrepreneur-
ship within the next genera-
tion to create the business
leaders, social advocates,
community volunteers and
forward-thinking citizens of

“investors” to help them opportunities, providing join us in supporting this aged to get involved and or email us at info@gran- tomorrow.
BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT MEMBER SPOTLIGHT MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
< granbury g granbury g granbury
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BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Eric Wilkins

Business:
VYBE Realty

2years
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COURTESY GRAPHIC
Board Member Spotlight: Eric Wilkins. We are so thankful for our
Board Member, Eric Wilkins with VYBE Realty!! Eric has been on the
Granbury Chamber of Commerce Board for 2 years! When asked why
he loves being a Board Member, he replied,” | love being a Board
Member because | get to be a part of the business community ina
helpful way. We all bring our own flare to the community and being
apart of that s a blast!” Fun Fact about Eric: Eric played Rugby and
was the captain for the U-19 Development National Team. “The
team was comprised of the best Rugby players in America and we
competed in a Nationwide tournament at the Mall in Washington
DCand won! It was certainly one of the highlights of my life to wear
the USA jersey and represent our country.”Thank you Eric for being a

Granbury Chamber of Commerce Board Member!

Member Spotlight

Kathy Cheek
Century 21 Judge Fite

“I have been in real estate for 17 years and am very
active in our local realtor association better known as
GAR (Granbury Association of Realtors). In 2018 I was

honored to be named Volunteer of the Year, and in 2020
1 was named the most dedicated Realtor by the
association. ”

Member Spotlight

COURTESY GRAPHIC
Member Spotlight: Kathy Cheek, Century 21 Judge Fite Company.
Kathy Cheek has been in real estate for 17 years and specializes

in Buyers, Sellers, Commercial, and Rental properties. She is

very active in our local realtor association, better known as GAR
(Granbury Association of Realtors). In 2018, she was honored to be
named Volunteer of the Year, and in 2020, she was named the most
dedicated Realtor by the Association.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT BUSINESSES
IN GRANBURY, VISIT
GRANBURYCHAMBER.COM

Marigold Ranch

Marigold Ranch offers Real Estate Consulting,
Staging and Design, Event planning and much
more!!

COURTESY GRAPHIC
Member Spotlight: Marigold Ranch. Contact Marigold Ranch for
Real Estate Consulting, Staging and Design, Event Planning, Ranch
Experiences, Bunkhouse Rentals, and Custom Cowdog Beds!!
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Our Services:

e New Door Installations &
Repairs

* Garage Door Opener
Sales & Repairs

® Spring Replacement
Pecan Resident

The Garage Door Guy is here fo set
the standard in excellence for garage
door reparr.

CALL 817-378-6589 TODAY!

CHECK OUT OUR MANY REVIEWS ON NEXTDOOR

Double M Garage Doors
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THE PAPER YOU LOVE, BROUGHT TO LIFE IN PRINT, ON YOUR DESKTOP, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE
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The differences between men and women

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood
County News. He is also an actor, author,
playwright, performer and entertainment
producer/promoter.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

t has taken me a long time to finally come

out and admit it, but I will never really under-

stand women. From the first time I noticed a

young girl in my first-grade class until today,
I have found my assumptions about females were
usually incorrect. When I make such a statement it
is not out of anger or any form of hostility toward
women, nor does it reflect indifference. It is sim-
ply a recognition of my own failings and a simple
acknowledgment that the sexes have two com-
pletely different ways of walking through life. It
seems to me the sooner a man acknowledges that
he has no idea of what makes a woman’s mind
“tick,” the sooner he will find peace.

i h

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Taylor Hatfield

Say hello to our neighbor,
Taylor Hatfield!

Taylor Hatfield has been a resident of Granbury for six
years, but before that, she was a faithful tourist for 25
years! Those who know Taylor know that she loves her
community. She often says, “There is always something
going on in Hood County. If you're bored here, you're not
trying hard enough!” She especially loves that most of
the activities are related to doing good and giving back to
the community. Taylor appreciates the fact that we live
in a very generous community of businesses and indi-
viduals who often give their time and resources. “It’s like
no place else I've lived,” she says. Taylor adores her dog
Lavon (named after Patrick Lavon Mahomes), her Red
Raiders, her job and clients at The FIT Lounge, her fam-
ily and friends, and people in general. “I especially love
connecting with people. I love knowing the right people
for the right people. I'm a giver and a doer, and I love giv-
ing and doing here in Hood County.” Taylor has enjoyed
watching the Hood County News grow and evolve under
Sam Houston’s reign, “He’s made print media and news
relevant in this area. Love it!” Taylor also says she loves to
see what Mary Vinson sees through her lens.

After all, look at the
differences.

When packing for a vaca-
tion, a woman will start a
month early. She will make
a ton of lists, remember
all the random items she
needs to bring, manage to
squeeze mounds of clothes
and shoes in a bag so tight
it defies all physical law,
and then she will worry
about what she forgot. A
man will only think about
what to bring on a trip in
the period it takes to walk
from the sofa to the loca-
tion of his suitcase. To pack,
they will throw a few items
in the bag, and this usually
happens the night before
the trip though it can hap-
pen up to the very morning
of departure. He will never
consider what others will
wear, what clothes to wear
for a special event taking
place during the trip, or
what he will do if he forgets
something. He believes that
if something is missing, he
will replace it at the destina-

tion’s nearest Walmart.

Then there are bathroom
items. Men basically have
the following items in their
bathroom: toothpaste,
toothbrush, razor, soap and
shampoo. Women will have
178 different items in their
bathroom and all but 10 of
those items, a man has no
idea of their purpose. What
the heck does rejuvenating
skin toner do anyway?

Women wash dishes after
ameal, or they finish the
dishes from the night be-
fore when they get up in the
morning. Men wash dishes
after a meal, or when there
is not a single clean dish
left to use. Men also use the
same “all out so I guess I
better take action” mental-
ity when it comes to doing
laundry.

When four men go to
Iunch and the bill comes,
either one guy grabs the
check and pays it, or each
one of them toss a $20 bill
on the table to pay for their
$7 hamburgers, leaving the

change for the server. When
women go to lunch and the
check arrives, absolutely

no one reaches to grab it.
Eventually a forensic ac-
counting is conducted by
the group to determine who
had the water-

cress salad and

exactly what
each person’s
indebtedness
is, deter-
mined down
to the penny.
If atipis

left, it is exactly 18% of the
total bill.

Women are very color ori-
ented. They seek out colors
like sea foam, cayenne, egg-
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Thought for the day: Being a woman is a tremendously difficult
task, since it consists principally with dealing with men.

Granbury Composite Squadron 441 to
celebrate 25th anniversary and promotions

Staff Reports

Civil Air Patrol Granbury
Composite Squadron 441
will celebrate its 25th an-
niversary of leadership
in Hood County at 7 p.m.
Monday, April 1, at Grace
Bible Church, 201 E. Clifton
Road in Granbury.

The evening will hold
extra significance since
the squadron will also cel-
ebrate two major mile-
stone achievement promo-
tions along with its silver
anniversary.

Cadets Chief Master Sgt.
Holly K. Cullop and Chief
Master Sgt. Bradford “Cole”
Hunton will each promote
to the rank of cadet sec-

ond lieutenant during the
ceremony. This achieve-
ment is named after Brig.
Gen. Billy Mitchell for his
outstanding pioneer service
and foresight in the field of
American military aviation.
The Billy Mitchell Award re-
quires rigorous leadership
skills including proficiency
in informal public speak-
ing, a sense of responsibil-
ity within the squadron and
mentorship abilities. Cadets
promoting to this rank must
maintain a positive attitude
and encourage good atti-
tudes in others, not flaunt
rank or authority, and dis-
play commitment to core
values by promoting team
spirit, professionalism and

good sportsmanship as a
team leader.

The squadron, which has
been referred to as “one
of the best-kept secrets in
Hood County,” was founded
in 1999 and is excited to cel-
ebrate its 25-year anniver-
sary with new members as
well as some of the found-
ing members who have
remained active in Civil Air
Patrol.

The public is invited to
join in commemorating this
special day of celebrations.

ABOUT CIVIL AIR PATROL
Founded in 1941 and
established as the official
civilian auxiliary of the U.S.
Air Force seven years later,

Civil Air Patrol is chartered
by Congress as a nonprofit
organization for the pur-
poses of youth develop-
ment, aerospace education
and to promote general
aviation. In an auxiliary role
as a Total Force partner of
the Air Force, CAP operates
the world’s largest fleet of
single-engine aircraft for
search and rescue, disaster
relief, training and educa-
tion. Civil Air Patrol is dedi-
cated to serving America’s
communities, saving lives
and shaping futures.

Visit CAP.news or
GoCivilAirPatrol.com for
more information.

Hood County
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and a local taxing unit that
exempts all or part of the in-
crease in the value of prop-
erty from taxation for a pe-
riod not to exceed 10 years,
according to comptroller.
texas.gov.

However, Samuelson said
she later canceled the public
hearing, as she investigated
the abatement agreement
and realized that the eligible
property already excluded
land.

“It wasn't just the land
that the cryptocurren-
cy plant is on, but all the
land that is owned by Wolf

CORRECTION

Hollow II Power Plant, so
Irequested confirmation
from the appraisal district
March 15, and received con-
firmation March 18, which
has resulted in the public
hearing being canceled,” she
said. “As I walked through
the process with the ap-
praisal district and the
county attorney’s office pri-
or to putting the notice out,
it wasn’t until the 15th that
it was discovered that this
language excluded land.”

Samuelson added she
spent many hours on the
phone with Chief Appraiser
Jeff Law and he told her it’s
not unusual for abatement
agreements not to include
land.

“It makes sense to me
now that the land is al-
ready there, so what you're
abating when a company
comes in to build some-
thing, you're really abating
the improvements, not the
land itself, so that made to-
tal sense,” she said. “I just
wish we would have had
that discussion in February
when I first discussed it
with him. But in the abate-
ment agreement, it defines
eligible property as value of
building structures, fixed
machinery and equipment,
and site improvements
necessary to the operation
and administration of the
plant, not inventory, sup-
plies, land or housing, so I

just wanted to explain why
it was canceled.”

Hood County Judge Ron
Massingill explained he also
looked into how much tax
was paid by the data center
in 2023.

Massingill said with taxes
paid to the Hood County
general fund, the Hood
County Library fund, Hood
County Lateral Road fund
and Granbury ISD, Generate
Capital paid $1,216,635
and Marathon Digital paid
$635,380.

“Allin all, the GC data and
Marathon Holdings paid .

.. $1,842,000 in taxes (in
2023) so pretty substantial,”
he said.

An article in the Saturday, March 23 edition of the Hood County News about 100-year-old World War II veteran Bruce
Glatzel incorrectly stated how many great-grandchildren he has. Glatzel has 34 great-grandchildren.

The HCN regrets the error.
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Granbury Police Department Criminal Activity Report

The following is a break-
down of activity reported
through the Granbury Police
Department during the peri-
od of March 19-21. This was
a complete report as provid-
ed at press time. While there
were many incidents, this is
a partial list of more signifi-
cant activity.

MARCH 19

3:06 p.m.: disturbance re-
ported on Berry Patch Lane

6:31 p.m.: suspicious
activity reported on E. U.S.
Highway 377

7:47 p.m.: criminal mis-
chief rreported on Meadows
North Drive

**A minor accident and

20 traffic stops occurred on
this day**

MARCH 20
11:25 a.m.: possession of a
controlled substance report-
ed on E. U.S. Highway 377
11:34 a.m.: suspicious
activity reported on E. U.S.
Highway 377

2:05 p.m.: threat reported
on Chanel Drive

**Three minor accidents
and 10 traffic stops oc-
curred on this day**

MARCH 21
12:34 a.m.: disturbance re-
ported on Reunion Court
11:56 a.m.: threat reported

onE. U.S. Highway 377

12:51 p.m.: disturbance
reported on Spring Ridge
Circle

3:40 p.m.: assault reported
on Parkwood Lane

**Two minor accidents
and 30 traffic stops oc-
curred on this day**

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

City Manager Chris Coffman speaks to the Hood County Commissioners Court about the interlocal agreement between the city and the county regarding Old Granbury
Road improvements during the court’s regularly scheduled meeting on March 26.
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we noticed that level of ser-
vice deteriorating, and that
occurred in the year 2028,”
Jones said. “From there,
it just kind of went down-
hill when we looked at the
year 2033 and eventually to
2038 which is the 15-year
horizon, so the results of
that study indicate that im-
provements are definitely
needed on Old Granbury
Road; that’s our belief, and
our recommendation to the
county and to the city.”
While TNP recommends
that the city and county
make improvements to Old
Granbury Road, Jones said
at this time, he is unsure
what type of improvements

oughfare plan indicates a
four-lane divided highway
is needed, he said some im-
provements that may need
to be considered include
turning lanes, a signal-
ized intersection, or even a
roundabout.

“All those things still
need to be looked at,” Jones
said. “If we were to widen
the roadway to three lanes
or four lanes, how much is
that going to cost? So those
are questions that we don’t
have answers for today.”

The project is estimated
to cost around $50 million
— but the first step needed
to get the process moving
was for both the city and
the county to sign an in-
terlocal agreement, which
was completed March 26.

Commissioner Dave Eagle
told the public the city and
county have been working
together on this project for
a few weeks.

“One of my frustrations
is having to deal with gov-
ernment red tape. It’s very
frustrating,” Eagle said.
“And we've got an estimate
here that was originally
presented for a planning
session, and I kind of work
from the standpoint of,
‘Look, let’s just start work-
ing on it.” We got to start
with intersections, and
let’s just start doing some-
thing, but apparently it just
doesn’t work that way with
government.”

Eagle explained that the
interlocal agreement is be-
tween the city and county

and-a-half-mile portion of
Old Granbury Road. The
cost for both the prelimi-
nary study and the plan-
ning study is $241,754.72.
The county will pay 60% of
the costat $145,052.83,
and the city will pay 40% of
the cost at $96,701.89.

“I had along conversation
this morning with Ryan
Jones from TNP, and he laid
it out for me again,” Eagle
said. “This will get us up to
where we can hopefully get
this done in the next five to
six months, and lead us up
to where we can start work-
ing on plans, specs and
estimates to actually start
doing the work.”

“I'would like to add that
this is not a new item for
any of us,” City Manager

been working on this since
our last intergovernmental
meeting, so this is hope-
fully the final approach to
planning this and getting
this project off.”

Eagle made a motion to
enter into a cost-sharing
interlocal agreement with
the city of Granbury as
provided under the Texas
Government Code 791
regarding a profession-
al services contract with
Teague Nall and Perkins
Inc. related to plans, speci-
fications and estimates
for improvements to Old
Granbury Road from U.S.
Highway 377 to Industrial
Avenue in Granbury in the
amount of $145,052.83 out
of fund 55 for the county’s
portion. The motion passed

are needed. He said while During Tuesday’s to allow TNP to perform a Chris Coffman said during  unanimously.
the city’s master thor- meeting, Precinct 4 planning study on a four- Tuesday’s meeting. “We've
to keep up with the de- strain anticipated on lo- ployed mobile installations  rarily. In a recent article,

PHONES

FROM PAGE A1

Some cities and towns
are encouraging the public
to text instead of calling.
Texting for communica-
tion, rather than calling,
can help to limit the con-
gestion of cellular net-
works. With so many extra
phones being brought into
a particular region, it’s a
very real possibility that
some areas will be unable

mand for wireless cell and
data networks.

One cell phone carrier is-
sued a statement that said
people across different
networks saw slowdowns
during the last eclipse in
2017.

Backin 2017, AT&T data
revealed there was a 40%
increase in text messaging
and a 15% increase in voice
calls in the 24 hours before
the eclipse.

Because of the added

cal cell towers during the
days before and after the
eclipse, a historic commu-
nications traffic jamis a
possibility. However, some
service providers have
stepped up their game
along the path of totality in
an effort to prevent such

a jam.

In preparation for the
2017 eclipse, all the ma-
jor cell carriers, including
AT&T as well as Verizon,
T-Mobile and Sprint, de-

to beef up cell service.
The installations were
known as COWs (“Cell on
Wheels”), COLTs (“Cell on
Light Trucks”) and RATs
(“Repeaters on a Trailer”).
All the big players in the
telecommunications game
have been preparing for
the solar eclipse which will
occupy a 60-70-mile-wide
path across the nation.
Some NASA scientists
do warn that cell service
could get spotty, tempo-

NASA officials said a solar
eclipse suddenly changes
the structure of the iono-
sphere, which can tempo-
rarily disrupt radio signals
and GPS navigation.
Emergency respond-
ers recommend you have
a backup plan for direc-
tions as you travel to and
from the viewing site since
there’s no guarantee you’ll
be able to use your phone’s
GPS system.

WHY DOES THAT
BOOKCASE ALWAYS
HAVE DUST
BUNNIES ?

ZED by Duane M. Abel

WELL... F ——

GRERAT VIEW
OF THE COULCH!

www.corkeycomics.com

STAY CONNECTED AT HCNEWS.COM * WE COVER YOU

CALENDAR

ONGOING

FORWARD TRAINING
Center “Beginner Typing
Skills” class. Call 817-573-
6677 or email info@for-
wardtrainingcenter.org

SATURDAY, MARCH 30

OPEN HEARTS Holistic
Fair 12-6 p.m. Psychic read-
ings, reiki sessions, spiritual
guidance and life coaching,
psychic gift activation, en-
ergetic clearings. 817-559-
3333.616 Fall Creek High-
way, Granbury. Questions
call 817-559-3333.

TUESDAY, APRIL 2

OPERA GUILD of Gran-
bury monthly meeting,
De Cordova Country Club,
5301 Country Club Drive.
10 a.m.: social/check-in. 11
a.m.:entertainment: “Va-
riety Show” requested by
Shirley Ludwick - Matt
Mills, Mickey Parson, Cara
and Daniel Hernandez,
Lois Akers, Stan McBroom
and Ray Scott. Short busi-
ness meeting: 11:30to
noon. Optional lunch $18
— house salad, Chicken
Cordon Bleu, mashed
potatoes, green beans,
cheesecake w/strawberry
coulis sauce, rolls and but-
ter, water, tea and coffee).
Reservations required no
later than Friday, March
29,2024, send an email to
granburyog@gmail.com or
call 817-776-2898. General
membership, single $25,
joint $35, business mem-
bership $35.The Opera
Guild of Granbury is an
all-volunteer organization
whose mission is to sup-
port the Granbury Opera
House and its allied arts.

THURSDAY, APRIL 4

VIRTUAL TOWN meeting,
“Brown Bag on the Brazos,”
atnoon. Learn more about
ongoing water supply proj-
ectsin the Central Texas
area from Brazos River
Authority (BRA) General
Manager and CEO David
Collinsworth. There will
also be adiscussion of the
status of the drought in the
Brazos River Basin and the
upcoming lifejacket give-
away at Lake Granbury.
The link to attend may be
found on the BRA homep-
age brazos.org.

FRIDAY, APRIL5 AND
SATURDAY, APRIL 6

ACTON BAPTIST Church
fundraiseryard sale 8a.m.
to4 p.m. Friday and 8a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday. 3500
Fall Creek Highway, south
side of church building.

PLEASE SEE
CALENDAR | A6

TO SUBMIT
CALENDARITEMS

Information should be
submitted at least two
weeks prior to the event
for consideration. The
Community Calendar is
afreelisting in the Hood
County News to inform
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should
be open to the public
and free to attend. Email
the who, what, when and
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street
address for the location.
The topic for the meeting,
program or guest speaker
must be included. Email to:
calendar@hcnews.com.
Calendar information
runsin chronological
order as space
isavailable.

HCNEWS.COM
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Solar eclipse
myths explained

by NASA

BY DAVID SCOTT

Special to the Hood County News

he following was posted on the NASA
website concerning myths and miscon-
ceptions about solar eclipses. Over the

years, many of these myths have become

accepted as factual while some of them are not.

NASA responds:

Humans have watched
eclipses since before the dawn
of written history, and dur-
ing this long span of time our
scientific understanding of
the physical world has grown
enormously. Consequently,
many of the older ideas we had
about the causes and effects of
total solar eclipses have been
replaced by detailed physical
explanations. Nevertheless,
some older ideas seem re-
markably resistant to replace-
ment by the more scientifically
correct explanations. Here
are a few of the most popular
ones.

MYTH: TOTAL SOLAR
ECLIPSES PRODUCE
HARMFUL RAYS THAT CAN
CAUSE BLINDNESS

During a total solar eclipse
when the disk of the moon ful-
ly covers the sun, the brilliant
corona emits only electromag-
netic radiation, though some-
times with a greenish hue.
Scientists have studied this
radiation for centuries. Being a
million times fainter than the
light from the sun itself, there
is nothing in the coronal light
that could cross 150 million
kilometers of space, penetrate
our dense atmosphere and
cause blindness. However, if
you watched the sun before
totality, you would catch a
glimpse of the brilliant solar
surface and this can cause reti-
nal damage, though the typical
human instinctual response
is to quickly look away before
any severe damage has actu-
ally occurred.

MYTH: IFYOU ARE
PREGNANT, YOU SHOULD NOT
WATCH AN ECLIPSE BECAUSE

ITCAN HARM YOUR BABY
This is related to the previ-
ous false idea that harmful
radiations are emitted during
a total solar eclipse. Although
the electromagnetic radia-
tion from the corona, seen as
light, is perfectly safe, there
is another form of radiation
that travels to Earth from the
sun. Deep in the solar interior
where nuclear fusion takes
place to light the sun, particles
called neutrinos are born, and
zip unimpeded out of the sun
and into space. They also pass
through the solid body of the
moon during the eclipse and a
second or so later reach Earth
and pass through it, too. Every
second, your body is pelted by
trillions of these neutrinos no
matter if the sunis above or
below the horizon. The only
consequence is that every few
minutes a few atoms in your
body are transmuted into a
different isotope by absorbing
aneutrino. This is an entirely
harmless effect and will not
harm you, or if you are preg-
nant, the developing fetus.

MYTH: ECLIPSES WILL
POISON ANY FOOD THAT
IS PREPARED DURING THE

EVENT

Related to the false idea of
harmful solar rays is that dur-
ing a total solar eclipse, some
kind of radiation is produced
that will harm your food. If
that were the case, the same
radiations would harm the
food in your pantry, or crops
in the field. The basic idea is
that total solar eclipses are ter-
rifying, and their ghostly green

coronae look frightening, so it
is natural to want to make up
fearful stories about them and
look for coincidences among
events around you. If someone
is accidentally food-poisoned
with potato salad during an
eclipse, some might argue that
the event was related to the
eclipse itself even though hun-
dreds of other people at the
same location were not at all
affected.

MYTH: ECLIPSES ARE
HARBINGERS OF SOMETHING
VERY BAD ABOUT TO HAPPEN

A classic case of what psy-
chologists call “confirmation
bias” is that we tend to remem-
ber all the occasions when
two things happened together
but forget all the other times
when they did not. This gives
us a biased view of causes and
effects that we remember eas-
ily, because the human brain
is predisposed to looking for,
and remembering, patterns
that can be used as survival
rules-of-thumb. Total solar
eclipses are not often recorded
in the historical record, but
they do tend to be recorded
when they coincide with other
historical events. For example,
in 763 B.C., early Assyrian re-
cords mention an eclipse in
the same passage as an insur-
rection in the city of Ashur,
now known as Qal’at Sherqat
in Iraqg, suggesting that the
ancient people linked the two
in their minds. Or when King
Henry I of England, the son of
William the Conqueror, died in
A.D. 1133, the event coincided
with a total solar eclipse. With
alittle work you can also find
numerous cases when some-
thing good happened!

MYTH: THERE ARE NO TOTAL
SOLAR ECLIPSES AT EARTH'S
NORTH OR SOUTH POLES

In fact, there is nothing es-
pecially unique about these
locations from an astronomi-
cal standpoint. The last total
solar eclipse viewed from the
North Pole area was March 20,
2015, and passed right over

the North Pole itself at which
time it came to an end exactly
at the Spring Equinox. The last
total solar eclipse viewed from
the South Pole area was Nov.
23,2003.

MYTH: THE MOON TURNS
COMPLETELY BLACK DURING

ATOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE
Although it is difficult to
see the New Moon and check
out this idea, we don’t have to
make this a difficult observa-
tion. Look at the first quarter
moon and you will discover
that the dark lunar surface
beyond the crescent is weakly
illuminated. This is because,
as viewed from the moon,
Earth is very bright in the sky
and its weak light is enough
to turn the lunar surface a
pale milky white. This is called
earthshine, and the same thing
applies during a total solar
eclipse. Most of Earth’s surface
is in broad daylight off the
path of totality, and from the
moon it would be in full phase,
shining down on the lunar sur-
face at its brightest. So, during
a total solar eclipse, the lunar
surface will be dimly seen due
to earthshine, surrounded by
the much more brilliant co-
rona of the sun.

MYTH: THE CORONA OF THE
SUN HAS ALWAYS BEEN
OBSERVED DURING A TOTAL
SOLAR ECLIPSE

It is hard not to imagine
that the way things are now
is the way they have always
been, but in the case of the
sun we can never be too sure.
We already know that the fa-
miliar 11-year sunspot cycle
seemingly ‘vanished’ in the
1700s during what scientists
call the Maunder Minimum.
There have been several ac-
counts of total solar eclipses
dating back to the time of the
ancient Greeks, but curiously,
descriptions of the contempo-
rary corona, which is the most
dramatic feature, are either
not provided or are only barely
mentioned. Poet Archilochus
spoke of the total solar eclipse

ECLIPS)

APRIL 5

Scan the QR
Code for

more info on
these events

e “Satisfaction,” The International Rolling Stones Show, Granbury Live

® Qink, Oink Fest, A traditional German Pig Roast., 4 to 8 p.m., The Plaza and Langdon Center HGMA

APRIL 6

e Oink, Oink Fest, A traditional German Pig Roast. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., The Plaza and Langdon Center HGMA

o Pre-Eclipse Star Party, 7:30 to 11 p.m., Acton Nature Center
e Solar Eclipse Pre-Party — Moonshine in the Dark, 2 to 10 p.m., Sledge Distillery

APRIL 7

e Oink, Oink Fest, A traditional German Pig Roast. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., The Plaza and Langdon Center HGMA
o Community Lecture Series “Let’s Talk About Solar Eclipses,” 2 to 4 p.m., Opal Durant Acton Community Center

APRIL 8

* Eclipse at Farina’s 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Farina’s Winery and Café

e Eclipse Cruise 1 p.m., Captain Kirk’s Tiki Cruises
e Eclipse Over the Trees, 11:30 a.m., The Tree Top Getaway
e Edipse at Paradise, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Paradise Bistro and Coffee Co.

e Great American Eclipse Watch Party, noon to 3 p.m., Acton Nature Center, presented by Rio Brazos Chapter of the

Texas Master Naturalist Program.
e Granbury, Texas Arcadia Publishing Book Release Party 3-5pm, Visit Granbury

COURTESY PHOTO BY M3KPONLY, ENVATO.COM
According to NASA, humans have watched eclipses since before the dawn of written history, and during this long span of time our scientific understanding of the physical world has grown enormously.
Consequently, many of the olderideas we had about the causes and effects of total solar eclipses have been replaced by detailed physical explanations.

of April 6,647 B.C.E. and failed
to mention the corona: “There
is nothing beyond hope,
nothing that can be sworn
impossible, nothing wonder-
ful, since Zeus, father of the
Olympians, made night from
mid-day, hiding the light of
the shining Sun, and sore fear
came upon men.” Johannes
Kepler during the eclipse of
Oct. 12,1605, was happy to
mention the ‘red flames’ vis-
ible around the rim of the sun,
but no mention of what we
now see as a dazzling corona.
It wasn’t until the eclipse of
May 3, 1715, described by as-
tronomer Edmund Halley from
England that we get our first
genuine corona description
asa... “luminous ring of pale
whiteness.” So, did the sun go
through a thousand-year pe-
riod of not having a significant
corona at all? We may never
know for certain.

MYTH: SOLAR ECLIPSES
FORETELL MAJOR LIFE
CHANGES AND EVENTS
ABOUT TO HAPPEN

This is a common interpreta-
tion found in astrological fore-
casts, which are themselves
based upon coincidences and
nonscientific beliefs in how
celestial events control human
behavior. A common quali-
fication is that if the eclipse
doesn’t foretell a change in
your life, it may foretell a
change in that of your friends.
This is a logically flawed use of
confirmation bias in which you

prove a cause-and-effect rela-
tionship by ignoring failures
and only consider successful
forecasts. There is nothing
other than human psychology
that connects eclipses with fu-
ture events in your life.

MYTH: SOLAR ECLIPSES ARE
A SIGN OF AN EXCEPTIONAL
CELESTIAL EVENT TAKING
PLACE IN TIME AND SPACE

Because they can be math-
ematically predicted across
thousands of years, solar
eclipses are a re-affirmation
that there is a sublime clock-
work regularity to the universe
as Sir Isaac Newton admired
over 300 years ago.

MYTH: SOLAR ECLIPSES
SIXMONTHS AFTER YOUR
BIRTHDAY, OR ON YOUR
BIRTHDAY, ARE A SIGN OF
IMPENDING BAD HEALTH

This is a common belief
among astrologers, and once
again is only supported by
confirmation bias. There is no
physical relationship between
a total solar eclipse and your
health, any more than there
is arelationship between
your health and a new moon.
Among a random sample of
people, you may find such cor-
relations from time to time,
but they are outnumbered by
all the other occasions dur-
ing which your health was
excellent.

MARKYOUR CALEDAR: APRIL8
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Great GranburyCleaup

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

ood County residents will soon be don-
ning reflective yellow vests and sturdy
work gloves as they prepare for one of
the city’s newest programs: the Great

Granbury Cleanup.

Beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Saturday, April 13, at Hewlett
Park, 650 E. Pearl St., teams of
four people or more will pick
up trash around frequent-
ed roadways in town, like
U.S. Highway 377 and state
Highway 144.

The city initiative was origi-
nally created by Mayor Pro-
Tem Steven Vale, who came
up with the idea in 2023 while
attending a Texas Municipal
League training session in San
Antonio.

“The Texas beautification
people were there — you
know, ‘Don’t Mess with Texas’
— and so I talked to them a
bunch and I had a conversa-
tion with . .. City Manager
Chris Coffman on the ride
back, and he was very sup-
portive,” Vale told the Hood
County News. “We kind've
got the wheels turning and
we turned the event around
pretty quickly.”

Vale said the idea was
also inspired by growing up
with his father, Richard, who
would go out in the evenings,
walk the dog, smoke a cigar
and pick up trash around the
neighborhood.

“I think I said this at city
council when I talked about

SATURDAY, APRIL 6

THE FRIENDSHIP Cemetery
Association will be conduct-
ing cemetery maintenance 9
a.m. to noon, with lunch for
participants to follow at the
Tolar Church of Christ Fellow-
ship Hall. We will be cleaning
and leveling headstones and
cleaning up limbs and brush
as needed. Friendship Cem-
etery is a small family and/or
community cemetery about
halfway between Granbury
and Tolar on Friendship Road
just off U.S. Highway 377.
Check our Facebook page
“Friendship Cemetery of

the programming a year ago
that the apple doesn’t fall
far from the tree,” he said.
“Anywhere I go now if I see
trash, I pick it up. I think
a clean community is very
important. We’re a tourist
destination, we’re a growing
community and we have a
lot of guests here. If you in-
vited somebody over to your
house, what would you do?
You would straighten up a
little bit and make it as nice
as you could for when you en-
tertain guests, and I feel that
way about our community. I
think it’s important that we
put our best foot forward and
we present the community in
the best possible way we can.”
According to an article
from Texas Town and City
Magazine, most cities partner
with “Keep Texas Beautiful,”
(KTB) — a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to making
Texas the best place to live,
work and play by deploy-
ing resources for commu-
nity improvement proj-
ects, cleanups, and youth
engagement efforts across
the state. However, in early
March last year, it was too
late for Granbury to forge a
full partnership with KTB, so

Hood County.” Email if more
info is needed friendship-
cemeteryhoodcounty@
gmail.com.

MONDAY, APRIL8

THE NORTH Central Texas
Civil War Roundtable will
meet at 6:30 p.m. at Spring
Creek Barbeque, 317 E. U.S.
Highway 377. The program
will be presented by Dr. Anne
J. Bailey, professor emeritus,
Georgia State University,
who has written numerous
articles on Civil War subjects.
Dr.Bailey will speak on the
actions of the Texas cav-
alry in opposing the Union’s

www.hcnews.com
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF CITY OF GRANBURY

The city’s biannual event, the Great Granbury Cleanup, will take place at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 13, at Hewlett Park, 650 E. Pearl St.

different routes needed to be
discovered.

While the city’s utility bill-
ing staff and communica-
tions team picked a date and
time for the event, the city
of Crowley also assisted by
sharing ideas for how the
community cleanup could be
successful.

After social media posts,
web page announcements,
news releases, videos and fly-
ers were created, the Great
Granbury Cleanup officially
launched Saturday, April 22,
2023.

With help from Granbury
Independent School District
and members of local civic
groups, more than 2,000
pounds of trash was gathered
by volunteers — a task that
took less than three hours to
complete.

“I think we’re going to have
more people this year than
we did last year,” Vale said.
“Ibelong to the Rotary (Club
of Granbury) and that should
have 20 or 25 people. We've
got kids from the middle
school, high school, a bunch
of other civic organizations,
as well as just people who
have a passion and want to
see our community clean.”

Although last October’s
Great Granbury Cleanup was
rained out, Communications
Manager Jeff Newpher said he
hopes the event will eventu-
ally grow to become a more
frequented occasion.

“There’s a lot of moving
parts behind this,” Newpher
said. “We would love to do
it more often than just once
or twice a year. We'd love to
have it four times, but there’s
some other things that we
need to get in place to make

that happen.”

During the cleanup event,
each team member will be
given a trash bag and a vest,
while the team leader will be
given a map of a public area
in Granbury for the team to
clean up.

“We’re going to try and
have 40 locations, where
40 different teams can go,”
Newpher said. “Last year,
we asked for people to send
in places that are along the
main streets that they would
like to be cleaned up. We
didn’t get too many of those,
so we said, ‘We’ll just go out
and scout it ourselves.” We
don’t clean anybody’s private
property. We just clean the
right-of-way.”

Safety instructions along
with a video about how and
what to pick up will also be
shown to volunteers prior to
leaving Hewlett Park for the
cleanup.

“People aren’t used to being
out walking by the side of the
road, so it’s good to give them
arefresher on keeping your
distance from the traffic,”
Newpher said. “That’s what
we want the most is we want
people to have a good time,
but most of all, we want them
to be safe.”

After volunteers fill up
a trash bag, they will be in-
structed to leave the bag at
the cleanup area; a city staff
member will be by later to
pick it up.

“They fill up the trash
bags, and then around noon,
city of Granbury parks and
recreation staff will just go
up and down picking up the
trash and putting it into city
pickup trucks, and then that
will be taken to some big roll

off dumpsters at the back

of Hewlett Park,” Newpher
said. “That’s how we collected
those 2,000 pounds of trash
last year.”

Newpher said the city has
great community partners
with the Great Granbury
Cleanup, like Waste
Connections that will pro-
vide the fluorescent yellow
vests, Kroger that will sup-
ply a bottle of water for each
volunteer, and TxDOT that
will provide volunteers with
strong garbage bags.

“The school district is or-
ganizing a new generation
of older students who want
to be part of this cleanup ef-
fort, and of course, the city
of Granbury sponsors it as a
sort of underwriting. It’s kind
of like our thing,” he said.
“But we welcome our commu-
nity partners.”

Newpher said the most
surprising comment he heard
from people who partici-
pated in the Great Granbury
Cleanup last year is how
much fun people had during
the event.

“You don’t think putting on
a pair of gloves, then coming
out on a Saturday morning,
and getting some trash bags,
grabbers and vests, and go-
ing out with three friends to
alocation to pick up trash is
going to be fun,” he said. “But
that’s the most surprising
comment I heard from people
was, ‘This was fun to do. We
want to do this again.’ T heard
that not only from Girl Scouts
that were there with their par-
ents and troop leaders, but
from senior citizens.”

Newpher and Vale added
that the city is also working
on a behind-the-scenes proj-

ect to eventually launch Keep
Granbury Beautiful, where the
city would become a beautifi-
cation affiliate with the state
of Texas.

“We’re in the process of
putting a board together
with some bylaws, which is
required by the state,” Vale
said. “The members would be
responsible for doing some
of the organization, and the
city would still be the funding
mechanism.”

“The city would continue to
support the Great Granbury
Cleanup but what we would
like to do is have the city kind
of support and help launch
‘Keep Granbury Beautiful’ so
that residents and citizens
could take over doing this,”
Newpher said. “The city
would still support it, but it
would really be a commu-
nity organization. The Great
Granbury Cleanup is really a
portion of a larger focus on
keeping Granbury beautiful.”

Volunteers are encouraged
to pre-register for the Great
Granbury Cleanup by going
online to granbury.org/clean-
up online.

“It’s really something for
all ages,” Newpher added.
“It’s not a competition. You
can make it one if you want
to, but we just want people to
come and have fun.”

“We want this to be a safe,
friendly activity, and I think
it’s another opportunity
to create some unity in the
community,” Vale added. “I
always say Granbury is a com-
munity in unity, and I think
this is another program that
we can further demonstrate
that we come together for all
sorts of things — this is just
one activity.”

Last year, volunteers with the Great Granbury Cleanup picked up 2,000 pounds of trash in less than three hours.

CALENDAR CONTINUED FROM A4

“March to the Sea” under
General William Sherman.
This will be the first of a two-
part presentation, which Dr.
Bailey will complete at the
September meeting. Visitors
are welcome, and there is no
charge forfirst time attend-
ees. For more information,
visit our website at http://
www.ncentexcwrt.com., or
call David Wells at 817-579-
5769, or Bill Dyess at 817-326-
8216.

TUESDAY, APRIL9

SPRING FUNDRAISER for
the Salvation Army Women'’s
Auxiliary — Charities on the

Runway “Boots and Bling,
It's a Cowgirl Thing.” Contact
Linda for tickets 817-964-
5166.

FRIDAY, APRIL12AND
SATURDAY, APRIL13

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
Church of Granbury Spring
Rummage Sale, Friday 8 a.m.
to4 p.m.and Saturday 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., 300 W. Bridge St.
Lots of items for sale at very
low prices. Join us for two
days of great shopping.

MONDAY, APRIL 15
TEXAS DEMOCRATIC

Women of Hood County
monthly meeting. Program:
Beverly Cheney will discuss
the upcoming GISD school
bond election. 11a.m.,,
Spring Creek Barbeque, 317
E. U.S.Highway 377, Gran-
bury. Details: 254-716-5195.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17

LAKE GRANBURY/HOOD
County Master Gardeners
meet the third Wednesday
of each month (except De-
cember) at 1 p.m. at Reunion
Arena, 641 Reunion Court,
Granbury. This month’s pro-
gram: Modern Homestead-
ing and Returning to the

Basics with Stuart and Sarah
Brannon of BS Farms in Bluff
Dale. Return to traditional
values and natural foods in
afast-paced world. Discover
how homesteading fosters
self-reliance, sustainability
and community connec-
tion, while allowing us to get
away from mass-produced,
chemically altered food. The
Brannons will share informa-
tion about BS farms, their
family farmin Bluff Dale
that started as a wild dream
and has become a second
full-time gig that they love.

Get 1 month

FREE

1 & 2 bedrooms for
Adults 55 Yrs +

*restrictions may apply

1101 W

APPLY NOW!
STARTING AT

hite Cliff Rd, Granbury * (817) 230-4414

&0
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City invites Ken Hill foundation to place
donated statues near Shanley Park

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

After almost a year-and-
a-half, two donated bronze
statues are getting closer
to finding their forever
homes.

During a regularly
scheduled meeting March
19, Granbury City Council
extended an invitation to
the Ken Hill Foundation
to place both “Silent Prey”

7. Deliberation Agenda

7.2 Discuss and consider extending an |
location of the "Silent Prey” statue by
communlcate the invitation from the Shi
be placed on their privately owned prope
Garden in their park

nvitation to the Ken Hill Foundation for
Covelle Jones on city property and ,
anley Park Assoclation for "Black Star” to

rty to begin the Shanley Sculpture

and “Black Star” in the city
of Granbury near Shanley
Park.

The two statues are piec-
es crafted by well-known
Texan and Western artist
Covelle Jones and were
donated to the county by
the Ken Hill Foundation
in 2022. The statues were
presented by CEO Jeff
Farris, who oversaw the
disbursement of the late
Ken Hill’s estate.

City Manager Chris
Coffman explained that
the request for the loca-
tion of the “Black Star”
statue was submit-
ted by the Shanley Park
Association, as members
were hoping to place the
statue on the association’s
privately owned proper-
ty to launch the Shanley
Sculpture Garden in the
park. The “Silent Prey”
statue, Coffman explained,
was recommended by the
Granbury Cultural Arts
Commission to be placed
on city property located on
the north side of Granbury
City Hall along the walking
trail and Houston Street.
The “Silent Prey” statue
would also serve as the
entrance to the sculpture
garden.

“What we’re proposing
here is we’re asking the
council to consider taking
the recommendation from
the Granbury Cultural Arts
Commission to place the
‘Silent Prey’ sculpture on
the city property right out-
side of (City Hall) between
it and the Moment in Time
Trail,” Coffman said. “I
think it’s important for it
to be there, and to kind
of give you some ideas of
why everybody’s pointing
in that direction is that it
can be seen by vehicle and
by foot traffic.”

According to Coffman,
Hill was in the process
of converting Comanche
Peak Ranch into a his-
toric center, where visi-
tors could stay and learn
about the history of
the Comanche Indians.
Unfortunately, his death
in 2020 led to a delay in
the project. Coffman said
Hill’s goal was to have the
sculpture of “Silent Prey”
located somewhere in the
Comanche Peak area.

Coffman then showed a
picture of the “Silent Prey”
art piece superimposed
on grass to show the pub-
lic what the statue would
look like.

“It’s an Indian climb-
ing off of a figure that’s
attacking; that’s why it’s
called ‘Silent Prey,”” he
said.

The second sculpture,
“Black Star,” is a replica
of an Indian woman who
lived on Comanche Peak at
one time.

“Shanley Park is owned
by the Shanley Art
Association, and they have
wanted to begin a sculp-
ture garden on their park-
land,” Coffman said. “They
would like ‘Black Star’ to
be the first piece of their
partnering.”

After Hill’s passing,
Coffman said both statues
were left unattended in
Jones’ shop in Bastrop —
that is, until Farris donat-
ed both statues to Hood
County.

While both statues
were previously accept-
ed by the Hood County
Commissioners Court dur-
ing the bimonthly meeting

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

City Manager Chris Coffman speaks during a Granbury City Council meeting on March 19 and discusses placement of the two bronze statues donated by the Ken Hill
Foundation:"Silent Prey” and “Black Star.”
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The“Silent Prey” statue was recommended by the Granbury Cultural Arts Commission to be placed on city property located on the north

side of Granbury City Hall along the walking trail and Houston Street.

Nov. 29, 2022, the location
of the ‘Black Star’ statue
was not properly agreed
upon, which spurred
Precinct 4 Commissioner
Dave Eagle to place the
item back on the Aug. 8,
2023, agenda to clear up
any confusion.

Although “Black Star”
faced controversy with
some residents calling
the medicine woman a
“witch,” the statue was
eventually approved by
the commissioners last
year. Both statues were
then scheduled to be
placed on the northeast
corner of the Hood County
Courthouse lawn Sept. 8,
2023.

However, during its reg-
ularly scheduled meeting
Aug. 22 last year, the Hood
County Commissioners
Court sparked discus-
sion on the topic again,
when it was revealed
that the Texas Historical
Commission had final say
on whether the statues
could be placed on county
property.

“I put this on the agen-
da as a discussion only
item,” Eagle said, during
the meeting Aug. 22, 2023.
“But this is not about the

merits of the statues.

I've got a grant of ease-
ment here that this county
granted to the Texas
Historical Commission
back on Dec. 12, 2000, and
this grant of easement re-
ally takes it completely out
of our hands.”

Hood County Judge Ron
Massingill explained that
once he learned that the
THC needed to be con-
tacted for final approval,
he reached out to Texas
Sen. Brian Birdwell and ex-
plained the situation.

“I said what had hap-
pened, and that we’ve tak-
en two votes,” Massingill
said, during the September
2023 meeting. “We passed
it in November of 2022,
that the two statues ‘Black
Star and Silent Prey’, could
be put on the courthouse
square lawn and then we
passed it again two weeks
ago.Isaid, ‘No one knew
(that THC had final say). At
least it was never brought
up and I didn’t know about
it, butI am a lawyer and I
do follow the law.””

Birdwell then put
Massingill in contact with
Mark Wolfe, the execu-
tive director of the THC,
where several emails were

exchanged back and forth
detailing the statues and
their significance to the
county.

After days of uncer-
tainty, Massingill revealed
Sept. 12,2023, during
the next regular meet-
ing of the Hood County
Commissioners Court,
that the THC had denied
the application of placing
“Silent Prey” and “Black
Star” on the Hood County
Courthouse lawn, stating
that the statues were es-
sentially “too big.”

“For clarification, they
did not deny the applica-
tion based upon ‘Black
Star’ being a pagan wor-
ship site,” Massingill said,
during the Sept. 12 meet-
ing. “They said it was too
big and it detracted from

the look of the courthouse.

That’s in essence what
they said.”

Following the news,
many residents came up
to the podium to express
their opinion on the final
verdict from the THC, in-
cluding Courtney Coates
Blackman, member of the
Shanley Park Board.

“When I saw on the agen-
da plans to rescind the do-
nation made from the Ken

Hill Foundation, I felt com-
pelled to talk,” Blackman
said in the Sept. 12 meet-
ing of the Hood County
Commissioners Court. “I
believe there is an ideal lo-
cation for ‘Silent Prey’ and
the ‘Black Star’ in the city
park behind city hall.”

At the time, Blackman
explained that the Shanley
Park Board was cur-
rently working on turn-
ing Shanley Park into the
Shanley Sculpture Garden,
similar to the Benson
Sculpture Garden in
Loveland, Colorado.

“I think we found the
perfect spot for ‘Silent
Prey’ and several options
for ‘Black Star,”” Blackman
said previously. “In the
location that we have cho-
sen for ‘Silent Prey,” you
would be able to see it
from Houston Street, and
it would be a very dramatic
entrance to the city park/
Shanley Sculpture Garden
while still being on city
property.”

Blackman explained
back in September that
she was unsure if the city
and county could collabo-
rate on this project, but
had hoped Farris would
agree to it, as “it would be

a shame” for citizens and
visitors of Granbury to not
be able to enjoy “majestic
pieces of art” from such a
well-known and successful
artist.

She added that Granbury
and Hood County “should
not pass up this extraor-
dinary chance to acquire
these remarkable works
of art.”

“We should not let this
pass us by as it will unlike-
ly ever be an opportunity
for us again,” Blackman
had said. “T am sure Ken
Hill and Covelle Jones
would have wanted these
pieces to stay in Granbury
— we just need to find the
right situation to make
that happen.”

Following public com-
ments Sept. 12, the mo-
tion was unanimously
approved by the Hood
County Commissioners
Court to rescind the two
statues to the Ken Hill
Foundation in the care of
Farris.

The Hood County
Commissioners Court also
reimbursed the Ken Hill
Foundation during the
same Sept. 12 meeting for
the cost of both statues,
totaling $5,730.

Since the statues were
rescinded by the commis-
sioners court, Granbury
City Council has since
been in talks with the
Shanley Art Association
and the Ken Hill
Foundation to find a home
for the two statues some-
where in the city.

“I know this has been
talked about extensive-
ly over the past several
months, but we were wait-
ing to make sure that all
the Is were dotted and the
Ts were crossed,” Coffman
said. “So, I would just en-
courage (the council) to
consider this.”

After a short discussion,
Place 3 Councilman Bruce
Wadley made a motion
to extend an invitation to
the Ken Hill Foundation
to place the “Silent Prey”
statue by Covell Jones on
city property and com-
municate the invitation
from the Shanley Park
Association for “Black
Star” to be placed on the
association’s privately
owned property.

The motion passed
unanimously.
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LAKE GRANBURY MEDICAL CENTER

Understanding kidney stones:
Causes, treatment and prevention

BY WILLIAM HARRELL

William Bruce Harrell, M.D,,

is a board certified urologist
and a member of the medical
staff at Lake Granbury Medical
Center. His practice, Lakeside
Physicians Urology, is located at
1200 Crawford Ave,, Suite D, in
Granbury.

“Millions of people world-
wide are affected by painful
kidney stones every year,”
says Bruce Harrell, M.D., a
board-certified urologist at
Lakeside Physicians and a
member of the medical staff
at Lake Granbury Medical
Center. “These are hard de-
posits that form in the kid-
neys, and when they pass,
they can cause extreme
pain. Sometimes, medical
and/or surgical intervention
is needed if the stone can’t
pass on its own.”

CAUSES OF KIDNEY STONES

* Dehydration: One of the
primary factors contribut-
ing to kidney stone forma-
tion is inadequate hydra-
tion. Insufficient water
intake leads to concentrated
urine, allowing minerals and
salts to crystallize and form
stones.

¢ Dietary Factors: Certain

www.hcnews.com

Granbury Medical Center.

dietary choices can increase
the risk of kidney stones.
Diets high in sodium, oxa-
lates and animal proteins
may promote stone forma-
tion. Foods rich in oxalates
include beets, chocolate and
nuts.

* Genetic Predisposition:
A family history of kidney
stones may increase an indi-
vidual’s susceptibility to de-
veloping them. Genetic fac-
tors can influence how the
body processes minerals,
making some people more
prone to stone formation.

COURTESY PHOTO BY CHORMAIL, ENVATO.COM
“Millions of people worldwide are affected by painful kidney stones every year,” says Bruce Harrell,
M.D., a board-certified urologist at Lakeside Physicians and a member of the medical staff at Lake

» Medical Conditions:
Conditions such as hyper-
parathyroidism, cystic kid-
ney diseases and urinary
tract infections can con-
tribute to the formation of
kidney stones. Additionally,
individuals with certain
metabolic disorders may
have an increased risk.

* Obesity: Obesity is
linked to an elevated risk
of kidney stones. The in-
creased body weight can
lead to changes in urinary
patterns and promote the
accumulation of stone-

forming substances. A pre-

vious history of weight loss
surgery, such as gastric by-

pass, may increase the risk

of kidney stones by altering
dietary absorption of some

minerals.

TREATMENT OPTIONS

« Pain Management:
Kidney stones can cause
intense pain as they pass
through the urinary tract.
Over-the-counter pain
relievers and prescribed

PLEASE SEE KIDNEY |A13 A=

Lake Granbury Medical Center

commemorates Doctors’ Day with a
donation to United Way of Hood County

Submitted Item

GRANBURY, Texas — For
the second year in a row, to
celebrate National Doctors’
Day, Lake Granbury Medical
Center found a unique way
to thank the providers who
serve our community and
hospitals. In lieu of gifts,
Lake Granbury Medical
Center donated money to
United Way of Hood County.

“We are honored to cele-
brate the medical providers
who serve our community,”
said Curt M. Junkins, CEO
of Lake Granbury Medical
Center. “Their unwaver-
ing care for the residents of
the communities we serve
warms our hearts every
day.”

United Way of Hood
County received a dona-
tion of $5,000 in honor of
Doctors’ Day. Its mission is
to strive to increase the or-

ganized capacity of people
to care for one another in
Hood County. Through stra-
tegic initiatives, community
engagement and dedicated
partnerships, we foster aca-
demic excellence, financial
stability, holistic well-being,
disaster resilience and non-
profit capacity building.
Hospital leadership from
Lake Granbury Medical
Center presented a check to
United Way of Hood County
in honor of Doctors’ Day
2024. Pictured in the photo,
left to right, are Todd Belott,
M.D., medical director;
Curt Junkins, CEO of Lake
Granbury Medical Center;
Wayne Vaughn, United Way
board member; and Crystal
Moore, executive director of
United Way of Hood County.
Doctors’ Day was first ob-
served in Winder, Georgia.
Started by Eudora Brown
Almond, the wife of a prom-

inent Georgia doctor, the
day was meant to recog-
nize and honor doctors for
their service. She decided
the best way to do that was
to mail greeting cards to all

the doctors she knew and to

place flowers on the graves
of deceased doctors. She
used red carnations — a
flower still used to this day
for National Doctors’ Day
celebrations.

On March 30 each
year, we celebrate
National Doctors’
Day to honor the
professionals for
their dedication
and contributions
to community
and society. Lake
Granbury Medical
Center is sin-
cerely grateful
to doctors for all
that they do.

COURTESY PHOTO BY AMAZINGMIKAEL, ENVATO.COM
Doctors’ Day was first observed in Winder, Georgia. Started by Eudora Brown Almond,

the wife of a prominent Georgia doctor, the day was meant to
recognize and honor doctors for their service.

PLEASE SEE
DONATION PHOTO,
PAGE A13.
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The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration’s National Prescription
Drug Take Back day is April 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Staff Report

The U.S. Drug
Enforcement
Administration’s National
Prescription Drug Take
Back day is April 27 from
10 am. to 2 p.m. The goal
of this day is to provide a
safe, convenient and re-
sponsible means of dispos-
ing of prescription drugs,
while also educating the
public about the potential
for abuse of medications.

There are many ways to
dispose of medications.
The best option is to find a
“drug take-back” location
in your area. This could be
alocal pharmacy or a police
station. The take-back loca-

tion may offer
on-site
medi-
cine
drop
off

R o

boxes, mail-back pro-
grams or in-home disposal
products.

To find a proper dispos-
al location in your area,
visit the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s
Collection Site Locator
at https://www.dea.gov/
takebackday#collection-
locator and enter your
zip code. If there is not a
collection site near you,
check the FDA’s “Flush
List” at https://www.
fda.gov/drugs/dispos-
al-unused-medicines-
what-you-should-know/
drug-disposal-fdas-flush-
list-certain-medicines to
see which medications can
be flushed to help get rid of
the unused medication.

Medication on the flush
list may be especially dan-
gerous with just one dose
if it’s taken by children,
pets or others in the house-
hold. Flushing medicine
that is not on the flush
list may be harmful to the
environment.

If the medication is not
on the flush list, disposing
of it with the garbage may
be an option if you can-
not flush the medication
or there is not a take-back
location nearby. For medi-
cines that are thrown away
in the trash, FDA recom-

mends mixing them with

an unappealing
substance such
as dirt, cat lit-
ter, or used
coffee
grounds.
Don’t
crush
pills.

201 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048 r
(817) 573-5548
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CAPITAL OF TEXAS

GRANBURY, TX

U.S.
DERMATOLOGY

partners

™ * TEXAS * e
SHOP - DINE - PLAY - STAY

WE ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THE
»)

OPENING OF OUR 2ND GRANBURY. OFFICE!

Oink! Oink! Fest - Authentic German-Style Pig Roast

On the Edge TOTAL ECLIPSE 2024 - see website for list of events
Lake Granbury Master Gardeners Annual Plant Sale
Granbury Wine Walk

International Firefighters Day
National Police Week

BCExperiences

Memorial Day Weekend Celebrations
Hood Co. Stampede and Rodeo

Tamara Hill, MD Jason Dominguez, PA

Medical Dermatology Skin Cancer Treatment

Now Scheduling Appointments. Call (682) 228-6428 Today!
3415 East US Hwy 377, Granbury, TX 76049

Dinner in White
Lone Star Street Rod Association State Run
Pickin’ in the Pasture

WWW.USDERMATOLOGYPARTNERS.COM
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Adam Carl Knight
A.K./Daddy/PawPaw

March 17, 1960 - March 23, 2024

Adam was born in
Granbury, Texas on March
17, 1960 to Jack Carl
Knight and Maxie Faye
Knight. Adam married
young and had two girls,
Misty Knight and Mandy
Knight. Later, (Not by
much) he married his life-
long wife, Dee Ann Knight,
and gained a third daugh-
ter, Chasity Rains. Adam
had a few "honest" jobs,
but they never stuck. He
became a jack of no trades
and a master in carpentry.
He was an artist in his own
right and could create any-
thing out of a pile of
wood. Adam was the go-to
for carpentry work in
Hood and surrounding
counties (he didn't travel
far because he hated free-
ways) and some were lucky
enough to have projects
completed by him. Adam
was often late and regular-
ly caught sitting down on
the job but who can place
a timeline on a master-
piece? Adam passed on
March 23, 2024, at the age
of 64 (and six days). Who
are we kidding? Most of us
are surprised he made it to
his 60s.

Adam was predeceased
by his mother, Maxie Faye
Knight, father, Jack Carl
Knight and big sister, Jack-
ie Faye Gray. Adam is
survived by his wife, Dee
Ann Knight (she put up
with him for a really long
time), daughters, Misty
Lamae Knight (the son he
never had), spouse Andrew
Brooks, Chasity Rains and
spouse Monk (who knows
what his real name is), and
Miranda (Mandy) Faye
Knight (used to be Liv-
ingston but she can't get
along with people for
long). His big brothers,
Mike Knight and wife, Bil-
lie Jean, their children
Mikey and Renee (who will
be reading the eulogies be-
cause they like to share),
Rodney Knight and wife,
Pam, their children Wade,
Julie, Mary Sue, Stormy,
Moncheri (Tink), and
Michael (we probably
missed some because they
have a lot), brother (for al-
most as long as the ones
that are blood), Artie Gray
(Misty says he's handsome)
his children Wendy, hus-
band DJ and Clint (Bubba
Clint) (TBH we didn't know
where to put these family
members cause they
should have been listed
under Aunt Jackie but she
died first. Maybe that is
why people usually pay for
professionals to write
these things), and baby sis-
ter, Donna Dee Knight, her
son, Mark (Mark-E) Croy,
Jr. (She saved him for last
because he needed room
to be himself) Adam left
behind five grandchildren,
Kayla Lynn Knight, her fi-

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

@HCNEWS

Time

Edward Jones
Financial Adviser

Spring is almost here,
which means it’s time for
some spring cleaning. This
year, in addition to tidying
your home and surround-
ings, you might want to con-
sider sprucing up your finan-
cial environment, as well.

Here are some suggestions
for doing just that:

IMPROVE YOUR VISION
Once the days are warmer
and longer, you may want to
get outside and clean all the
winter grime and smudges
from your windows, allow-
ing you to see the world
more clearly. And you may

ancé (finally! took him for-
ever to propose) Michael
Bigler, Michael "Blake'
Knight (kept the family
name alive), his wife, Erika
(she was unwise and got
married on her birthday),
Devan Livingston (holds
the immediate family
record for not having ba-
bies young), Jet Lee Coles
and Karli Ryan Brooks (she
is 8 so should really be
listed in the great-grands
age group), great-grands
(yes great-grands! We start
young) include, Paisley
Ann Knight (same age as
her aunt), Everliegh Paige
Knight (she is cute but on-
ery), Brantley Jay Knight,
Daxton Sage (destined to
be a hippy) and Elise Re-
nee. Tons of cousins, great
nieces and nephews, but
who are we kidding, the
papers charge by the line
and we are financially em-
barrassed.

Now that all that formal
expected mumbo jumbo is
over, you all know he knew
how to have a good time!
For Adam's "goodbye for
now" party we will be
hanging at Camp Crucis on
April 10 at 1 p.m. There
will be food, music, and
mayhem as well as
horseshoes and other
various entertain-ment (we
are funny). Any-one who
shows up in black will be
buying the bever-ages! All
you morons and meatheads
will be respon-sible for
whetting your own whistles
and Yetis and Stanleys (or
cup of choice) are strongly
ad-vised. As most of you
know, Adam was a lover of
the Dallas Cowboys and
Texas Longhorns so if you
have the colors fly them in
his honor! If not, then
come as you are! No shoes,
no problem! Any memo-
ries, good, bad or com-
pletely inappropriate, are
welcome! If you are a shy
memory holder you are en-
couraged to leave your
memory in writing in the
memory box for the family
to read aloud or later in
private. So, place them
memory hats atop those
meatheads and come join
us for the last earthly
hoorah for Adam Carl
Knight/A.K./Daddy/Paw-
Paw.

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

817-573-1154

www.hcnews.com
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Thomas J. Nelson
March 20, 2024

August 21, 1943 -

Thomas "TJ" Joseph Nel-
son, Sr. passed away on
Wednesday, March 20,
2024, at the age of 80. He
passed after battling a
lengthy illness at his home
in Granbury, Texas. He was
a devoted husband, father,
and friend that will be
missed by those who knew
him. He loved his mother
and his country and he be-
lieved in teaching people
how to do things for them-
selves over doing it for
them. He believed in God.

He was the son of Oscar
Nelson and Esther Helser
(Vorwald) of Dubuque,
Iowa, where he spent his
formative years. T] went
on to enlist in the Army in
the early 60s and served
honorably in the Vietham
War. After the army, he re-
turned to Dubuque and
worked for 16 years at the
meat packing plant until
its closure. In 1982, he
moved to Arlington, Texas
because of the booming
economy. In the early 90s,
he moved to Granbury,
Texas where he built his
house and started his com-
pany the "Solution Corpo-
ration" dealing primarily
with him as a trustworthy,
dependable, reasonable,
construction contractor
helping people in need of
reasonable home repair
until his retirement in
2014. Throughout his life
he was known for hard
work, dedication, and a
passion for helping others.

TJ is survived by his
wife, Christin Nelson. His
six children: Tom (Evelyn)
Nelson of South Carolina,
Elizabeth Kelch of DFW,
Saint (Michelle) Nelson of
Waxahachie, Jerald (Gin-
ger) Nelson of Iowa, Fern
(Lawrence) Martinez of
Iowa, Tonya (Mike Robin-
son) Nelson of ITowa. He
had 12 grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren and
two great-great-grandchil-
dren. He is survived by his

brother LeRoy Nelson of
Dubuque, Iowa. He was
preceded in death by his
father Oscar Nelson, moth-
er Ester Helser (Vorwald),
sisters Jeanette Elgin and
Darlene Allendorf and one
grandchild.

In his free time, TJ was
very active in Alcoholics
Anonymous and devoted
his time to helping others
stay sober. He was eager to
share his 30-year journey
to sobriety. He was an ar-
dent Dallas Cowboys sup-
porter who watched them
through the teams thick
and thin. He was an active
member of his community
once as a Canyon Creek
POA Board member and
volunteering for various
causes and organizations.
He loved to sing and was a
musician. He loved his fur
babies: Elvie, Shanay nay,
Homer, Joey, Digger, Ms.
Boston, Sugar, Ms. Presley,
and Brody.

A memorial service will
be held on Saturday, April
20, 2024, at 10 a.m. at Wi-
ley Funeral Home in
Granbury, Texas. All are
welcome to attend and cel-
ebrate TJ's life.

The family would like to
thank Christian and Crys-
tal for their care and dedi-
cation during TJ's lengthy
illness.

Thomas Joseph Nelson,
Sr. Will be missed by all
who knew him, but his
legacy will live on through
his family and friends.

Laurence S. Johnson
November 1, 1936 - March 9, 2024

Laurence S. Johnson,
known to many as Larry or
Junior, passed away at 87
years old in Granbury,
Texas, on March 9, 2024.

A Celebration of his Life
will be held on Saturday,
March 30, 2024, at 10 am
at Wiley Funeral Home in
Granbury.

Born in Northwood,
Iowa, on Nov. 1, 1936, to
Lawrence and Mabel (Stu-
mo) Johnson, Larry spent
his childhood in North-
wood and graduated from
Northwood High School.
He served in the United
States Navy for four years
aboard the USS Dixie,
based out of San Diego,
California. After his naval
service, he worked at West-
ern Union in Deadwood,
South Dakota. Larry later
moved to Midland, Texas,
where he met and married
Jean Marie Dorr in 1963.
Together, they raised three
children: Claude, Rene,
and Carrie.

In 1973, following his
mother's passing, Larry re-
located his family back to
Northwood and worked at
Gilner and Johnson Cloth-
ing Store, later known as
Johnsons Men's Wear. In
1981, the family moved to
Duncanville, Texas, where
Larry worked as a stock
trader and later as a man-
ager for Southwest Securi-
ties until his retirement in
2000. In 1993, he and Jean
moved to Georgetown,
Texas, and then to
Granbury, Texas, in 2002.
After Jean's passing in
2008, Larry married
Margie Nelson, and they
resided at Pecan Plantation
in Granbury until his pass-
ing.

Larry was an enthusias-
tic golfer and an active
member of the Nutcracker
Golf Course. He served as
the past president of the

men's golf association and
marshaled at the Players
Golf Tournament in Saw-
grass, Florida, and the
Colonial Golf Tournament
in Fort Worth, Texas, for
many years. He also en-
joyed traveling and spend-
ing time with his family.

He is survived by his
wife, Margie (Nelson) John-
son; his sister, Sandra
(Johnson) Empie; his chil-
dren, Claude and Sue
(Hengesteg) Johnson of
Coppell, Texas, Rene and
Craig Rosenberg of Vir-
ginia Beach, Virginia, and
Carrie and Frank Kline of
Georgetown, Texas; his
grandchildren, Lauren
(Johnson) Bailey and hus-
band Tyler, Kasey (John-
son) Watters and husband
Austin, Luke Kline, Hannah
Kline, and Annie Cook; his
great-grandchildren, John-
son Dale Bailey, Lincoln
and Campbell Watters; as
well as numerous nieces,
nephews, and friends.

He was preceded in
death by his sister, Carol
Lou; his mother, Mabel
(Stumo) Johnson; his fa-
ther, Lawrence Johnson;
his first wife, Jean (Dorr)
Johnson; his brother,
Richard Johnson; and his
sister, Joann Julson.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations
to be given to the Pecan
Plantation EMS.
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Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS
AND MONUMENTS,
CEMETERY PLOTS,

CREMATION GARDENS,

MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and
we’ll help you plan ahead
& save.

(817) 279 - 7270
1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX

WILEY
FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATION
SERVICES

“Family owned
and operated”

GRANBURY
817-573-3000

or financia

want to bring
more focus to
your finan-
cial vision by
asking some
key questions:
Is my invest-
ment strategy
still appropri-
ate for my needs, goals and
family situation? If not, what
changes should I make? And
am I prepared for changes in
my life, such as health chal-
lenges or a need to retire
earlier than planned? The
answers to these and other
questions can help you clari-
fy where you are, in terms of
your financial picture, and
where you want to go.

CHAD CARROL

DE-CLUTTER

As you look around your
home, you may find things
such as expired health care
products, old prescriptions,
ancient cleaning solutions,
and so on, in addition to
duplicate household items
(how many blenders do you
really need?) and non-work-
ing equipment — printers,
laptops, etc. Most people
find that eliminating this
clutter gives them a good
feeling - and more livable
space. As an investor, you
can also find clutter in the
form of redundant invest-
ments — for example, you
might own several nearly
identical mutual funds. You
might be better off selling
some of these funds and us-

ACROSS 42 TXism: “bellered
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8 TXism: “that best when her lips

won't drill” (differ) ain’t moving”
9 who TX Jeannie C.
Riley “socked it to”

12 TX Tommy Lee

46 TXism: “he’s a

48 rich layer cake

CROSSWORD

TEXAS

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2024 by Orbison Bros.
_
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ing the proceeds to find new
investments that can help
you further diversify your
portfolio. As you may know,
diversification is a key to in-
vestment success, but keep
in mind that it can’t prevent
all losses.

PLANT SEEDS OF

OPPORTUNITY

Whether they’re planting
camellias and crocuses or
carrots and cilantro, garden-
ers are busy in the spring,
hoping their efforts result
in lovely flowers and tasty
foods. And when you invest,
you, too, need to plant seeds
of opportunity in the form of
investments that you hope
will grow enough to enable

you to make progress to-
ward your goals. So, you may
want to review your portfolio
to ensure it’s providing this
growth potential, given your
individual risk tolerance.

REDUCE DANGERS

You may not think about
it that much, but your home
and surroundings can con-
tain potential hazards. You
might have ill-fitting caps
on cleaning products with
toxic chemicals, or sharp
cutting instruments protrud-
ing from shelves in your ga-
rage, or heavy, cracked tree
branches hovering close to
your roof. Spending some
time on a spring-cleaning
sweep can get rid of these
dangers — and devoting

[ spring cleaning?

time to consider the pos-
sible threats to your finan-
cial security, and those of
your family, can pay off, too.
For starters, review your
life insurance to determine
if you’ve got enough. Your
employer may offer some
coverage as an employee
benefit, but it might not be
sufficient, so you may need
private coverage. And the
same is true for disability
insurance, because if some-
thing were to happen to you,
and you couldn’t work for a
while, you’d still want to pro-
tect your family’s lifestyle.
Spring is a great time for
brightening your physical
space — and your financial
one, too.
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EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Do you or someone
you know have a problem
with alcohol? Meetings daily
at10a.m.,noonand 7 p.m.at
1205 Lipan Highway, Gran-
bury.

ACTON 12-STEP Group.
Meeting daily at 7 p.m. 3609
Acton Highway (behind Mad-
ison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Al-
coholics Anonymous. Closed
discussion for women only.
Meets every Saturday at 10
a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For
more information call 317-
772-8124

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Lifeisa
grief support group for those
who have lost aloved one
through death. This includes
the loss of a spouse, child,
parent, sibling or close friend.
For the past 26 years, this
group has helped people
work through their grief pro-

UPPORT SYS

www.hcnews.com

cess. If you, or someone you
know, is suffering from the
loss of a loved one, come or
bring them to our next ses-
sion that began March 19,
2023. We are Christian based,
nondenominational,and wel-
come all who are suffering.
We meet 3-5 p.m.on Sundays
in the parish hall of St. Frances
Cabrini Catholic Church. For
more information, call Ben
Bradley at 575-706-5703 or
Sherry Bingham at 817-657-
0822.

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON
group meets every Monday
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian
Church, fellowship hall, west
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St.

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m.
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for
people with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church,
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377
(next door to Tractor Supply).

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK
seminar Sept 13.-Dec. 13,
6:30-8 p.m. Presented by
StoneWater Church, Gran-
bury, this programis a sup-
port group designed to help
rebuild lives. Book for course,
$20, “Finding hope after the
loss of a loved one.” Regis-
ter: GriefShare.StoneWater-
Church.com or call 817-579-
9175.

PEDALING FOR Parkinson’s
hosted by the Hood County
YMCA will be from 1- 2 p.m.
at 1475 James Road. The
program is led by a certified
group fitness instructor and
consists of a pre- and post-fit-
ness evaluation, and 45-min-
ute spin/cycling session.
Program will last 12 weeks.
For more information call 817-
624-9791 or e-mail communi-
tyhealth@ymcafw.org.

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensi-
bly (TOPS). 8:45-10:45 a.m.
Lakeside Baptist Church,
room 133C, 500 W. Bluebon-
net Drive. Maximum weight
scale: 400 pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY
seminar and support recov-
ery seminar and support
group meetsat 10a.m. at
Interim Hospice, 1314 Paluxy
Drive, Suite 200. Childcareiis
not provided. Fee for Grief-
share workbook is $15. De-
tails: 817-573-7474.

RE ENGAGE Marriage Enrich-
ment meets every Thursday
at 6:30 p.m. at StoneWater
Churchin Granbury. For more
information email to paige.
kitchens@stonewaterchurch.
com.

EVERY FRIDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m.
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for
people with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church,
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377
(next door to Tractor Supply).

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER'’S SUPPORT
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall

Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRSTTUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church,
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For
caregivers, family members,
friends and anyonein the
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for
anyone grieving a loss in their
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast. Please
join us for conversation and
community, location varies.
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449 or Danny Dwight
817-219-9833.

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10a.m.at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

TEMS

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER'’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church,
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For
caregivers, family members,
friends and anyone in the
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FOURTHTUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone
Terrace, 916 E. U.S. Highway
377.0pen for those with Par-
kinson'’s Disease and their
families wanting to under-
stand more about this dis-
ease. Details: 817-999-1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for
anyone grieving a loss in their
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast. Please
join us for conversationand
community. Location varies.
Callfor info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight
817-219-9833

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to cal-
endar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.
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Richard Joseph Vale

August 14, 1929 - March 23, 2024

Richard Joseph Vale,
loving husband, father and
grandfather passed away
peacefully at home in
Granbury, Texas on March
23, 2024, at the young age
of 94.

He was born in Glouces-
ter, Massachusetts to Ri-
card D. Vale and Inga
Olsen on Aug. 14, 1929. He
entered the United States
Air Force in 1947 after
graduating high school. He
served in the Air Force for
20 years working on air-
planes as a crew chief and
traveled all over the world.
He met Marilou Cox Milner
in Tampa, Florida and they
were married in 1952. He
affectionately called her
Bunny or Bun. They moved
many times together with
his career and raised two
sons. The family settled
back in Tampa in 1967
where he retired as a mas-
ter sergeant. He went back
to school earning a degree
in business management
from The University of
South Florida in 1970.

After working various
jobs, he became a safety
inspector with the Depart-
ment of the Navy. He and
Marilou lived in Virginia
Beach, Virginia, Hampton,
Virginia - where he retired
in 1991, Punta Gorda,
Florida, Denton, Texas,
and eventually settled in
Granbury, Texas in 2021.
They spent their retire-
ment traveling, cruising,
sailing, and were avid
readers.

Dick, like his father, was
a talented musician and
played the saxophone in
jazz bands, played the pic-
colo and flute, and lead his
high school ROTC march-
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ing band.

He loved to sail and
owned a variety of sail
boats for most of his life.
He sailed wherever there
was water including the
Gulf of Mexico, Chesa-
peake Bay, and the South
Pacific.

Dick began flight
lessons while in Florida
and completed his flight
training in Texas earning
his pilots' license at the
age of 77. He and his son
Steven bought an airplane
together and flew to a vari-
ety of places including
Florida, Arkansas, Mis-
souri, and all around
Texas.

Dick was loved for his
sense of humor and al-
ways had a positive out-
look on life.

He is survived by Mar-
ilou, his wife of 72 years,
his sons Rick, Steven and
his wife Lori, three grand-
children and many nieces
and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, the
family would like dona-
tions made to St. Jude's
Hospital.

The family will hold a
private reception at a later
date.

William Blanton
August 11, 1962 - March 17, 2024

On St. Patrick's Day,
2024 Barry Blanton's long
hard fight was over and he
went with the angels to be
with the Lord. Barry was
preceded in death by his
parents, Bobby Blanton
and Linda Watson, and
several special friends he
would never forget. He left
his hometown of Raeford,
North Carolina to begin his
career in the nuclear pow-
er industry in 1980, a jour-
ney that would span over
the next 20 plus years, tak-
ing him all over the coun-
try, something he was so
proud of. He resided in
places like New York,
Maine, Georgia, Oregon
and countless others be-
fore finally settling in
Granbury, Texas where the
next phase of his life
would begin. After retiring
from the nuclear power in-
dustry, Barry began his en-
trepreneurial journey
while working alongside
his father-in-law with F&M
Fence, a business he cher-
ished that sparked his de-
sire to begin and invest in
several other businesses
going forward. Barry's per-
sonality was larger than
life, and he was so loved
by every single person he
met throughout all of the
places his life took him. He
was kind, generous, and
ensured that every one of
those people were always
cared for. Barry's most
very prized accomplish-
ments are the ones left be-
hind to cherish his memo-
ry. Surviving are: his wife
Janie Blanton; daughters
Christina Blanton, Danielle
Blanton, Chelsea Walker,
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and Haley Bramlett; grand-
children Nicholas Coats,
Bella Horton, Kash and
Kyler Davis, Karter Kelly,
Dalilah and Jolene Bram-
lett; siblings Joel Blanton,
Judi Quarles, and Betsy
Quinn; his nieces and
nephews that he viewed as
his own children as well,
Taylor Blanton, Mackenzie
Mescia, Leslie Batten, Mikel
Quarles, and Dalton and
Sarah Quinn; father and
mother-in-law Fred and
Mary Deaton, who loved
him like their own; best
friends Charlotte Patter-
son, and Ted and Kim
Wenrich. He leaves behind
an army of friends and
family in every corner of
the United States, who he
loved with every ounce of
his life. Even at the end of
his battle, Barry's primary
concern was ensuring that
all of us were okay, and
knew how much he loved
us all. In lieu of flowers or
donations, please play
some Guns & Roses in his
memory while driving
down a long stretch of
highway with the windows
down.

Brad Allen Sharp

September 28, 1970 - March 18, 2024

Brad Allen Sharp, age
53, of Keller, Texas passed
away tragically and unan-
ticipated on Monday,
March 18, 2024.

A Celebration of Life
service for Brad was held
on Monday, March 25,
2024 at 2 p.m. at the Big-
gers Funeral Home Chapel,
6100 Azle Avenue, Fort
Worth, Texas 76135.

Funeral services were
under the direction of Wi-
ley Funeral Home,
Granbury, Texas.

Brad was born in Gay-
lord, Michigan on Sept. 28,
1970. He was a loving and
dedicated son, father and
husband. His son Layton
was paramount in his life.
They loved sports, hunt-
ing, fishing, golf, football,
and baseball.

Brad was a diehard Uni-
versity of Michigan fan. He
was preceded in death by
his wife Lisa Sharp, and
his sister, Brittany Sharp.

He is survived by his
son: Layton Sharp, parents:
Marti Taylor, Jim and Sue

Sharp, mother-in-law: Mary
McPeters, aunt: Lisa
Maxwell and aunt: Sarah
Bray.

Attending: uncle and
aunt: Tom and Shirley
Sharp, uncle: Rob Pray, sis-
ter: Amy Wozny, brother:
James Sharp, cousin: Brian
Sharp, cousin: Matt Bray,
cousin: Kimberly
Drzewiecki, and special
friend: Larry Heppe.

In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made to
Texasrescue.org, 950
Williamson Road,
Granbury, Texas, 76048.

Grand Alaskan

Cruise & Tour
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«1VA R
vacations

12 DAYS:
MAY-SEPT 2024
~ = DEPARTURES

| Starting at
$2449 $1899

1-888-848-0599

USE PROMO CODE: YMT2024

8AM-8PM EST MON-FRI

Price per person based on double occupancy plus $299 tax service/gov't fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms

& conditions. Add-on airfare with transfers available from most major gateways. Call for details.
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(817) 573-7066

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday « 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

1520

Commercial for Rent

Warehouse/Office/Retail
space for lease. 1200 + sf.
Hwy 377 W from $650/mo.
817-349-2535

GRANBURY - COMMERCIAL RENTAL
3000 s/f insulated warehouse w/
15'x18" office with restroom, stor-
age closet, central heat and air.
8x24" upstairs storage in ware-
house. 2- 12x12 Overhead Doors,
Concrete parking and outside stor-
age area. $1,800 p/m Call or text
(817) 243-4800

1540

Homes for Rent

3 br/2 ba at 504 Longhorn Trl. Fenced
yard with storage shed. Pets nego-
tiable. $1400/month, $1000 security.
Text to 817-692-6673

3BR SINGLE FAMILY HOME -
GRANBURY With Shop. Just ren-
ovated, Everything is new, in-
cluding appliances. $1,500 per
mo. $2,000 deposit Be the first
to rent this newly renovated
home! $1,500.00/mo. Applica-
tion Fee $65.00

Call (817) 360-5336
K.Vanpatten01@gmail.com

2 small houses for rent. Both are 2br/
1b. $900 each a month plus deposit.
Absolutely no pets or smoking al-
lowed. 682-500-5543

1550

Mobiles for Rent

2-bed, 2-bath, extra clean with brand
new fence for privacy, concrete torna-
do shelter with iron door/storage and
carport. $1,600/mo and $1,000 dep.
Pet negotiable. Call 817-279-3513.

I VEHICLES

2010

Automobiles

1984 Ford F150 Stepside. Needs work.
$1,250. (817) 894-1561

2060

Motorcycles

2006 H-D Softtail Standard,
Chrome Pkg, drag pipes, 19,803
miles, set of leathers, 2 helmets,
hydraulic jack, sissy bar. $4,500
OBO Call/Text (432)528-0158

FARM &
RANCH

3020

Farm Equipment

Farm parts, all tools, etc. Sale every-
day. 8 miles east of Lipan on Brock
Hwy, 8204 Brock Hwy. 817-579-3206
or 817-219-9824.

2016 TYM 24-hsp loader brush hog.
Perfect, like new condition with only
302 hours. $8,900. (817)881-6749

HOME &
BUSINESS
SERVICES

5070

Cement/Concrete

DOUG STULTS

CONCRETE
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

HARVEY PATTERSON CONCRETE
Bonded-References (817) 219-7483

JUAREZ CONCRETE
Slabs, Driveways, Patios, Rock Work,
Walls. 817-896-9805.
Quality Work. Free Estimates.

(ement/(oncrete

CONCRETE

Concrete*Driveways *Patios
*Sidewalks*Bob Cat Work*Top Soil
*Sod Laying and installation
CALL JOSE - 817-538-6297

5090

Cleaning Services

ELENA'S CLEANING SERVICE
We will clean your house exactly as
you wish. We are available
when you need us. (682)330-3419

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training

and more. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial
(817) 579-8450

5110

Construction

General construction work-farm, ranch
or home. (408)595-2146

JERRETT WELDING &
CONSTRUCTION
Metal Homes, Carports, Shops, Fences
(254) 434-7360

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks
Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5130

Dock repair/Rebuild

DOCK REPAIR/MAINTENANCE
Creekside docks, dock maintenance,
dock repair. (682)205-6996

5140

5200

Home Improvement

g
DEVIN'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
WINTER SPECIAL 15% OFF
*Remodeling *Painting *Tile
*Granite *Kitchen & Bath
*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock
*Power Washing
*Sheet Rock Repair
*Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE
817-629-9608

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC
One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting
A+ BBB Member
snodgrasspaintingandremodeling.
com (817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
AND REMODELING
30 years experience. Free Esti-
mates. No Job Too Large or Small!
Call 817-566-4785

CONSTRUCTION
Trench digging, Bobcat work, Land
clearing, Brush Hog mowing, Tree
work, Excavating, Gravel driveways,
Demo and haul-off. Free estimates.
Call Keith 817-559-0100

RELIABLE AND PROMPT
Home remodeling and
handyman services.

Please check out our website
Residential, Insured,
Rumneyhomeimprovements.com
(817) 559-9802

COUNTRY BOY HANDYMAN
Repairs, Painting, Roofing, Plumb-
ing, Electrical, Small concrete

: projects and Fencing.
Eleclt"cal (682)387-2294.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR AW 2
TECL#22551 50+ years 4%y
Residential/Commercial AR 3
AZZ-171 Enterprizes, LLC .
NO JOBS TOO SMALL! Rm[] NG
(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239 FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.
Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

5170

Fencing

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION
Since 1970.
Quality cedar fences.
Redwood patio pergolas.
Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

Paint. Power washing. Siding.
Window & door installation. Soffit.
Framing. Pergolas. Porches.
Cleanup. Junk removal. Storage
building. Trim work. Dry wall.
Fences. Concrete & rock work. 817-
219-2666

5210

Home Services

MDDM DESIGN & MANAGEMENT
GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

MAX-FENCING 5220
Ornamental. Iron. Pipe. Wood. |_ n il'l r
Privacy. Chain Link. Farm. Barb a d.scap g/T e
Wire. Non-Climb Fence. RV Cov- |  S@rvice
ers. Metal Buildings. Pipe Fence.
Carports. Welding Service. TRUJILLOS
Concrete & Stone Work. m LAWN CARE
Dock Repairs. Free Estimates. X —
(81 7)559'2333 3 ‘6 Lawn Mowing & Edging
Tree Trimming & Removal
5200 (@
” , 817-559-5182
Home Improvement also clean
and level lots
HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture —
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs. : : :
Barry Hazel 817-891-2779 LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING
CALL FOR SPECIALS

CONSTRUCTION WERKS
New construction, remodel,
carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial.
Residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair
Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939
Dependable, Affordable Choice!

Tree work, gutters. Flower beds,
shrubs. Brush hogging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 9
years with 20 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

Complete service for riding lawn
mowers. Free pickup and delivery
in Granbury and Acton. $150 parts

are additional.
817-736-6511 leave message.

LAWN SERVICE: 10+ years mowing.
Smiling faces all over Granbury. Call or
text 817-219-2359.

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

817-573-7066 E

classifieds.hcnews.com

Landscaping/Tree
Service

JOSE LAWN CARE

mowing, tree removal limbs, weed-
ing. Also, clean-up, painting con-
crete & trim carpenter. Free est.

Jose (817) 538-6297

FATHER & SON
Trim * Removal
Senior Discount
817-296-2880

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCK WORK
*Sidewalks *Retaining Walls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces
No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.
Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK
Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.

We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

LIVESTOCK
& PETS

8030

Pets

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway,
Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

JULIE'S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount
(817) 408-5288

wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,
please contact
Hood County Animal Control,
1550 Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.
817-573-4277

5330

Storage

FOR LEASE: 2-CAR GARAGE For lease: 2
-car garage, 24x24, no utilities, Brandi

Ln, Granbury. $250/mo, 1 month de-

posit. John 817-578-1045.
5340

Tractor Services

Tractor work-Excavation, clearing,
grubbing, shredding and mowing. In-
cluding driveways, roads and concrete
work. (408)595-2146

I MERCHANDISE

6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM: We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

I EMPLOYMENT

8510

General

i
Hood County News

The Hood County News is hiring
responsible, committed part
time help in our insert room.

Competitive pay and
great work environment.

Please apply at
1501 S. Morgan St.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

Like new Denon surround sound re-
ceiver amplifier. 6 like new Klipsch
speakers with complete surround
sound. (214) 682-1944

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,
Landscapers,
Plumbers,
Electricians,
Mechanics,
Carpenters,
Painters,
and more...

i g
CLASSIFIEDS

Www.henews.com

PJ'S LAWNCARE
NOW HIRING
License preferred, but not
required. Pay $15 and up
depending on experience.
Benefits offered.
682-936-2732
pjslawncare@yahoo.com

= EECU

EECU Financial Center Manager
for our instore location at H-E-B
Please apply: eecu.org/careers
We offer Best in Class Benefits!

HOUSEKEEPING needed at North

Central Texas Academy. Please pick

up an application at our front gate
located at 3846 N. Hwy 144,
Granbury, TX,
or download from our website,
northcentraltexasacademy.org.

8510

General

Hood County News

The Hood County News is hiring
aresponsible, committed
Printing Press Operator
in its fast-growing commercial
printing department.

Experience preferred, but
not required. Should be
mechanically inclined.

Competitive pay and great work
environment.

Person with responsible work
ethic please apply in person at
1501 S. Morgan St. Mon-Thurs,
8am-5pm; Fri, 8am-1pm or email
sam@hcnews.com.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

CLASS A CDL DRIVER FOR EXPERI-
ENTIAL MARKETING AGENCY Re-
sponsibilities: Travel alongside our
tour assistants to some of the most
thrilling events across the country,
including fairs, rodeos, sporting
events, and car shows. Your prima-
ry role will be to promote a leading
automobile manufacturer by show-
casing their products and engag-
ing with consumers.
Qualifications: Valid Class A CDL li-
cense with a clean driving record.
How to Apply: Please send your re-
sume, cover letter, and any
relevant driving certifications to
[bethanyh@newscope.net]. Please
include "CDL Driver - Experiential
Marketing" in the subject line.
(817) 326-4277
bethanyh@newscope.net

8530

Food Services

COOK/KITCHEN HELP NEEDED
at North Central
Texas Academy.
Competitive Pay. Please visit
northcentraltexasacademy.org,
career tab at bottom
of home page.

EXPERIENCED FIRST COOKS
$15-$17/hour.

Contact Jordan Ray at
jray@ppoaweb.com. Ext 319.
Also need EXPERIENCED SERVERS AND
BAR TENDERS. Contact Shelby at
sfoster@ppoaweb.com. Ext 334.
Pecan Plantation
817-573-2641

8540

Medical/Dental

HEALTHCARE SERVICES - MEDICAL
ASSISTANT Busy family practice
clinic seeking full time certified
medical assistant. Must be friendly
and self motivated. Experience pre-
ferred. 2200 James Rd. Granbury,
TX 76049  (817)  326-2727
s_goodchild@yahoo.com

8560

Professional

MARINE TECHNICIAN NEEDED
Must have experience in boat re-
pair/backing trailers good public
relations (817)880-1883
macsmarinegranbury@gmail.com

North Central Texas Academy
is seeking certified
elementary teacher.
Apply at https://www.northcentralt
exasacademy.org/about-hhfa/em-
ployment/teacher-application/

8510

General

$60K/YR
MONTHLY BONUS,
PTO & FREE MEALS.

BE THE LEADER!

DQ NOW HIRING DISTRICT
MANAGERS FOR LOCAL
AREA DQs. NO LATE NIGHTS
OR EARLY MORNINGS.
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES.

APPLY ONLINE:
WWW.RICHESONDQ.COM
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Employment
Information

LEARNING 7
LAPPER ¥

PRESCHOOL TEACHER The Learn-
ing Ladder is hiring a Preschool
teacher. Please come by and fill out
an application at 603 Meander Rd.
Granbury, TX 76049. We offer free
or reduced childcare for teachers;
dental, vision, and AFLAC are avail-
able. (817) 573-1237 thelearningla
ddergranbury@gmail.com

CREATIONS CHILD CARE & LEARN-
ING CENTER DIRECTOR A Directors
role is the overall responsibility for
operation of the center. Ensuring
that the center is operated in ac-
cordance with company policies
and state licensing standards. Di-
rector will follow operating proce-
dures to provide the best educa-
tional, caring, and safe environ-
ment for children and families.
Maintains highest standards by be-
ing visible and involved daily in the
operations and education of the
center's classrooms. Promotes the
positive image of the company in
the community. Achieves prof-
itability for the company through
daily tasks related to new enroll-
ment as well as retaining existing
families.

Directors must ensure that all em-
ployees are supervised. Supervi-
sion includes, but is not limited to,
knowing what the employees are
doing and ensuring that they fulfill
their assignments and responsibili-
ties required for their job.

Job requires you to hire and retain
staff in the operation.

You will have the responsibility of
maintaining and working with
Texas Rising Star mentors in order
to provide the highest quality care
possible.

This job requires you to be on your
feet throughout the day and be ac-
tively involved in the classroom
management, organization, and
training of the staff.

Must be at least 21 years of age.
Must have completed high school
diploma or equivalent, and

Must have at least three years’ ex-
perience in a childcare setting that
can be verified.

Must be able to obtain a director’s
credential through Child Care Li-
censing which requires a Child De-
velopment Associates (CDA), A day
-care administrator’s credential is-
sued by a professional organization
or educational institution and ap-
proved by Licensing, or at least 9
college credit hours in Business
Management and 9 College credit
hours in Child Development.

Child Care Director Experience Pre-
ferred. (817) 573-2808 GRANBURY.
CREATIONS@GMAIL.COM

I NOTICES

9031

Public Notices

LEGALAD
Hood County Commissioners’ Court
has received an application to consid-
er a revision of the plat for:

THE RANCHES AT STAR HOLLOW, LOT
1-RBLOCK 1

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the appli-
cation and to hear any protest to the
revision on Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024,
at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury Room of
the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Justice Center,
1200 West Pearl Street, Granbury,
Texas 76048.

ABANDON ROLL-OFF CONTAINER.
Tolar PD requested Don’s Towing
to remove this container March 14,
2024, from 9210 Park View Cir.

It may be recovered from Don’s
Towing 6701 Glen Rose Hwy,
Granbury, Tx 76048. Proof of own-
ership must be provided to claim it
and pay all charges due. (817) 573-
2101 Towing3N1@outlook.com

9031

Public Notices

www.hcnews.com
9031 9031
Public Notices Public Notices

on the drawings until:

INVITATION FOR BIDS

The Housing Authority of the City of Granbury, Texas (hereinafter called the "PHA") will receive sealed bids for a
single construction contract for the window replacement including demolition and all work specified and/or shown
Bids are to be delivered or mailed to the Housing Authority:

THURSDAY, APRIL 25th, 2024, at 2:00 PM
at the HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY

503 N. CROCKETT
GRANBURY, TEXAS 76048

All bidders are to join in person at the Granbury Housing Authority or via teleconference.
Bid results will be announced in person and via teleconference and email.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE will be held
Thursday, April 11th, 2024, at 2:00 PM

Digital Copies of the contract documents may be on file at plan rooms in various cities of the state and may be
obtained upon request to the Architect at candicep@qarch.com, (817) 546-6309 and unless otherwise specified,
will be emailed in digital format and at no cost. Procurement and cost of printed bid documents are the

responsibility of the Contractor.

single construction contract for the

The Housing Authority of the City of Granbury, Texas (hereinafter called the "PHA") will receive sealed bids for a

GFI outlet and Smoke Alarm replacement including demolition and all work

specified and/or shown on the drawings until:
Bids are to be delivered or mailed to the Housing Authority:

THURSDAY, APRIL 25th, 2024, at 3:00 PM
at the HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY

503 N. CROCKETT
GRANBURY, TEXAS 76048

All bidders are to join in person at the Granbury Housing Authority or via teleconference.
Bid results will be announced in person and via teleconference and email.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE will be held
Thursday, April 11th, 2024, at 3:00 PM

Digital Copies of the contract documents may be on file at plan rooms in various cities of the state and may
be obtained upon request to the Architect at candicep@gqarch.com, (817) 546-6309 and unless otherwise
specified, will be emailed in digital format and at no cost. Procurement and cost of printed bid documents are

the responsibility of the Contractor.

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE
CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS
Julia Richardson, Executive Director
(817) 573-1107

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to Chapter 59 Texas Property
Code, DONE Storage, located at 4508
Old Granbury Road, Granbury, TX
76049 will begin an online auction at
www.LockerFox.com of contents to
satisfy a landlord’s lien. The sale will
begin online on April 13, 2024.

Unit contents will be sold as-is to the
highest bidder for cash only. Cleanup
deposit is required. Contents must be
removed from the property within 72
hours of the winning bid. Seller re-
serves the right to reject any bid or
withdraw the property at any time be-
fore the sale. All units contain house-
hold items unless additional items are
noted. Contents from the following
tenants will be sold: Justin R Cogburn,
Curwin Piper.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF TEST OF AUTOMAT-
IC TABULATING EQUIPMENT
Notice is hereby given that the auto-
matic tabulating equipment that will
be used in the Primary Election held
on May 4, 2024, will be tested on April
2, 2024, through April 3, 2024, begin-
ning at 1:00pm. The test will be con-
ducted at the Hood County Annex 1
meeting room located at 1410 West
Pearl Street, Granbury, TX 76049, to
ascertain that it will accurately count
the votes cast for all offices and on all

measures.
Stephanie Cooper
Hood County Elections Administrator

AVISO PUBLICO DE PROBAR EL
EQUIPO PARA TABULAR AUTOMATI-
CAMENTE

Por lo presente se da aviso que el
equipo para tabular automaticamente
que se usara en la Eleccion general
que se llevara a cabo el 4 de mayo,
2024 se probara el 2 - 3 de abril 2024 a
las 1:00 pm en el Anexo 1, 1410 W.
Pearl St para determinar si el equipo
contara con exacitud los votos para to-
dos los puestos oficiales y sobre todos
los proyectos de ley.

Stephanie Cooper

Firma dela Oficial

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

In accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 59 of the Texas Property
Code, a public sale will occur to satisfy
a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held at
Lake Granbury Boat & RV Storage 5900
Rollins Rd, Granbury, TX 76049 on
April 13, 2024 at 1:00PM. All sales to
the highest bidder: subject to add'l
terms on site. Cash only. Tenant name:
David Custer/US Bank. General de-
scription: 2020 Freedom Express Mod-
el 323BHDSLE 35'.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
KAREN S. ZIPPERLEN-BITNAR, De-
ceased, were issued on March 8, 2024,
in Cause No. P10248, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
to: DEBRA MARIE CRANDALL.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.

c/o: Steven G. Kuban

Attorney at Law

107 E. Pearl St.

Granbury, Texas 76048

DATED the 15th day of March, 2024.
Steven G. Kuban

Attorney for Debra Marie Crandall
State Bar No.: 24078807

107 E. Pearl St.

Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 573-8872
Facsimile: (817) 579-1651

E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

Subscribe
or Advertise
with us
Today!

817-573-7066
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TexSCAN Week of

Mar. 24-30, 2024
ACREAGE

AFFORDABLE OWNER FINANCED LAND. We
have some of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South
Texas, West Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS

Two Operating Assisted Living Facilities. Bid
deadline Apr. 30. High upside potential. 2601 Tandy
Ave. Fort Worth, TX — Turnkey & licensed for 160
beds. 4607 E. California Pkwy., Forest Hill, TX — Fully
staffed with licensed capacity of 80 beds. 855-755-
2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac

Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath

or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
we’re cutting installation costs in half and offering a
FREE safety upgrade! (Additional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24. Call
855-965-0841.

Granbury 76049
PUBLICSALES Garage Sales 76049
Granbury 76048 401 Abes Landing
"Community Garage Sale"
Garage Sales 76048 Welcome to Abe's Landing
; . Subdivision
New Beginnings Apr. 5th & 6th Fri-Sat. 8am-6pm
Resale Shoppe & Boutique
P ESTATE SALE
o, @ 9615 Monticello Dr- Estate/moving
sale. Large appliances, beautiful din-
MISSION ning room set and server. 2 bedroom
GRANBURY:

sets. And much more! Fri. 3/29 & Sat.

817-964-3445 3/30. 8am-5pm

1204 Water’s Edge Dr.,
(Across from the Movie Theatre)
#heretohelp
Shop: Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5pm
Sat. 10am - 4pm
Donate: Wed.-Sat. 10am-3pm

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
Rummage Room Open Tues & Thurs,
8am-2pm, First Sat. of the month 9am
-1pm 306 Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

ENCORE SHOP

First Baptist Church of Granbury
WOM Class ENCORE SHOP, 1815
Weatherford Hwy. New, gently
worn, beautiful ladies clothing size
petite to plus. On hangers, name
brand, some with tags, spring/
summer. Dress and casual wom-
en’s clothing, jackets. Hand bags,
shoes, scarves & jewelry. Most
items $10 & below. All money from
sale goes to mission trips and chil-
dren’s scholarships.

Fri & Sat April 5 & 6. 8am-2pm.

CATALINA BAY - COMMUNITY
GARAGE SALE
Saturday, April 6
7:30am - 12:30 pm

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 3500 Fall Creek Hwy- Mission Trip
ESTATE SALE CASH ONLY Fundraiser Yard Sale, Acton Baptist
3500 OId Barn Ct- April 4th, 5th and  Church, 3500 Fall Creek Hwy. Fri April
6th. 9am-5pm 5, 8-4 & Sat April 6, 8-2. South side of

church building. Furniture, household
items, clothes, treadmill, much more.
Sold by donations. Homemade baked
goods available.

Subscribe
Online

ESTATE SALE: 2625 Spanish Ave-
Stroud Creek Estates. Sat. March 30th
& Sun. March 31st. 8am-7pm. 2 Grand-
father clocks, China hutch, and more!

' THIS OUT!

HUGE YARD SALE
Attic cleanout. 113 E Bridge St,
on the Square, behind the book-
store in the garden area.
Fri-Sat, Mar. 29-30, 8am-6pm
817-279-2889

www.hcnews.com/
subscribe

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!

Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing

and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

VACATIONS

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii plus dozens of other popular
trips! Starting at $1649 per person (double occupancy
req’d.) YMT Vacations plans everything, leaving you
to relax and enjoy. Call 1-888-848-0599 for more
details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250 off.
Limited time only.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A small amount
of water can lead to major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out ythe wet area and do
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
If you have water in your home that needs to be dried,
call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Supporting us will ensure that

Mission Granbury is always
#heretohelp

.A
We ADA CAREY
SHELTE

for women
and children

MISSION
GRANBURY:z 4

ADA CAREY
SHELTER

EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE

YOU CAN HELP

Serving victims of domestic violence and sexual assault since 1998.

® Hotline advocates answer phones 24 hours a day.

® \We serve an average of 15 victims per night.

® Our licensed counselor provides individual, group and addiction
therapies.

® Residents receive services such as transportation, integrated case
management and life-skills classes such as budgeting and resume
preparation.

You know there is suffering you don’t see...

CHOOSE to see.
CHOOSE to help.

missiongranbury.org/Donate

Mission Granbury, a 501(c)3
nonprofit, provides community
services in Hood County.

Mission Granbury Resource Center 817-579-6866 #HEREtoHELP

24-hour Crisis Hotline 844-579-6848

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

e 9.30

e D.2D
- 9.15

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%APY*

% APY*

%APY*

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917

Taylor A. Mobly
Financial Advisor

401 Temple Hall Hwy Ste3
Granbury, TX 76049
817-268-9137

Chad C. Carroll, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

2007 Rockview Dr.
Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-6115

Ty Andrew
Financial Advisor

716 E Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-0488

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 03/25/24 . cps offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-18671-A @ 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO,, L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD
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For the second year in a row, to celebrate National Doctors’' Day, Lake Granbury Medical Center found
aunique way to thank the providers who serve our community and hospitals. In lieu of gifts, Lake
Granbury Medical Center donated money to United Way of Hood County.

NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY
TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Hood County Commissioners Court issued a proclamation during aregularly scheduled meeting
March 26, declaring the week of April 14-20 National Public Safety Telecommunications Week in Hood
County in honor of the men and women whose diligence and professionalism keep our city and citizens

safe.

KIDNEY

FROM PAGE A8

medication can help manage
the discomfort during this
process.

» Medical Expulsion
Therapy (MET): MET in-
volves using medication to
relax the muscles in the ure-
ter, facilitating the passage
of kidney stones. This treat-
ment option is effective for
smaller stones.

* Extracorporeal Shock
Wave Lithotripsy (ESWL):
ESWL employs shock waves
to break kidney stones into
smaller fragments, making
them easier to pass through
the urinary tract.

¢ Ureteroscopy: When
stones are lodged in the ure-
ter, a thin tube with a camera
(ureteroscope) can be used
to locate and remove them
or break them into smaller
pieces.

* Surgical Intervention:
For larger or more complex
kidney stones, surgical pro-

cedures such as percutane-
ous nephrolithotomy (PNL)
may be necessary to remove
the stones.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES

» Hydration: Adequate
water intake is crucial in
preventing kidney stones.
Unless specifically advised
for fluid restriction for other
health conditions, a healthy
fluid intake would equal half
your body weight in ounces
daily. For example, if you
weigh 200 pounds, take 100
ounces daily.

¢ Dietary Changes: Adopt
a balanced diet limited in
salt intake. Limit the con-
sumption of oxalate-rich
foods and maintain a healthy
weight through regular
exercise.

¢ Calcium Intake: Ensure
an appropriate calcium in-
take through dietary sources.
Calcium-rich foods can help
bind oxalates in the intes-
tines, reducing their absorp-
tion and lowering the risk of

stone formation.

* Limit Soda
Consumption: Colas and
other sodas contain phos-
phoric acid, possibly contrib-
uting to kidney stone forma-
tion. Limiting soda intake
can be beneficial in prevent-
ing stone recurrence.

* Regular Medical
Checkups: Individuals with
a family history of kidney
stones or underlying medical
conditions should undergo
regular checkups to moni-
tor their kidney health and
address any risk factors
promptly.

Kidney stones can be a
painful and recurrent condi-
tion. Still, with proper un-
derstanding of the causes,
appropriate treatment, and
proactive preventive mea-
sures, individuals can sig-
nificantly reduce their risk
of developing these trouble-
some stones.

For more information or
to schedule an appointment
with Dr. Harrell, please call
(817) 573-5983.

PORCH

FROM PAGE A3

plant and teal, while men
stick to the basics of red,
blue, brown and black.

A woman’s shoes outnum-
ber the number of shirts
she owns. A man has more
shirts than he does shoes. A
lot more.

Men go the moon and

take a half dozen photos.
Women go to the park and
take 31 photos, one video,
and occasionally sign on
for Facebook Live. If kids

or grandchildren are with
the woman, the numbers in-
crease exponentially.

I guess the world would be
avery boring place if men
and women thought the
same and acted the same.
Acceptance is the key, and
understanding what we
don’t know and will never
figure out. God bless the
differences.

Thought for the day: Being
awoman is a tremendously
difficult task, since it con-
sists principally with deal-
ing with men.

Until next time...Iwill
keep ridin’ the storm out.



A14 Hood County News

SATURDAY, March 30, 2024

July 20, 1940 - March 14, 2024

Austin Kerin of
Granbury, Texas passed
away on Thursday March
14, 2024. He was born in
Herkimer, New York on
July 20, 1940. Services
were held at Dallas-Fort
Worth National Cemetery.

Austin is survived by his
wife of 53 years, Joyce, six
children, 19 grandchildren
and several great-grand-
children. In 1957 he gradu-
ated high school where he
was a star basketball play-
er and immediately enlist-
ed in The United States Air
Force where he served for
27 years including a tour
in Vietnam from 1968
101969. In 1977 he retired
from the Air Force out of
March Air Force Base in
California and went to
work for Motel 6 as their
VP of construction. When
Motel 6 moved their head-
quarters to Dallas, Texas
in 1988 he relocated to the
DFW Metroplex. After
working for several years
for Motel 6 he went to
work for La Quinta Hotels
as their VP of Construction
and moved to San Antonio,
Texas where he retired for
the second time. After be-

coming bored with retire-
ment, he went to work for
another hotel company,
also in the same position,
and moved to New Jersey
for several years.

Once he decided to re-
tire for good, he and Joyce
relocated back to Texas
and settled in Granbury.
Austin was an avid golfer
during his time in the Air
Force and after his retire-
ment into civilian life and
finally as a retiree settling
in a home on the second
hole of the Nutcracker
Golf Club at Pecan Planta-
tion. He will be deeply
missed by all who knew
him.

www.hcnews.com
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Austin George Kerin

Carroll Gregg Wells

June 20, 1953 - February 26, 2024

Carroll Greggory (Gregg)
Wells, 70, of Comanche,
Texas, passed from this
life Monday, Feb. 26, 2024,
in Abilene. The family
plans to have a memorial
service for Gregg at a later
date to be determined.

Carroll Greggory Wells
was born June 20, 1953, in
Dallas, Texas, to Harry
Carroll and Evelyn Rose
(Swain) Wells. He attended
Garland High School where
he graduated in the class
of 1971. He met Adrienne
Stoneman and they were
married Aug. 3, 1975, in
Garland, Texas. Gregg
worked in construction all
of his life and was a heavy
equipment operator for
over 40 years. The latter
part of his career he was a
supervisor of construction
and development for the
north Texas region.

He enjoyed farming and
gardening, and was a die-
hard fan of the Dallas
Cowboys and Texas
Rangers. He attended Tay-
lor's Chapel in Beattie, Co-
manche County.

Gregg is survived by his
wife of 48 years, Adrienne
Wells; sons, Jason Wells

and wife Lyndi of
Granbury, and Greggory
Wells and wife Rose of
Montana; five grandchil-
dren, Ethan Wells, Landry
and Mason McCallum, Na-
talie Wells, Emily Wells,
Khloe Wells; one great-
grandchild, Jason Eli Mc-
Callum; sister, Jan Janosko
and husband Ken of Emory
TX; sister-in-law, Alicia
Nelson and husband Rick;
nephews, Jeremy Francis
and wife Meagan-Marie,
Hunter Nelson and wife
Jerika, Victor Nelson, and
Archer Nelson; niece, Mol-
lie Nelson. He was preced-
ed in death by parents,
Harry and Evelyn Wells;
brother, Gene Wells.

James W. Ducato
May 10, 1934 - March 15, 2024

James W. (Jim) Ducato,
age 89, passed away on
March 15, 2024 in
Granbury, Texas. He was
born in Cleveland, Ohio on
May 10, 1934 to James and
Clara Ducato. After gradu-
ating from St. Stanislaus
High School, Jim attended
the University of Dayton
on a football scholarship
and graduated in 1956. He
also had the good fortune
of meeting his wife Pat
while at Dayton, and they
married in October of
1957 and had six children.
Jim enjoyed a very suc-
cessful 35-year career with
the AT&T family of compa-
nies, retiring in 1991.

Upon retiring, Jim and
Pat moved to Pecan Planta-
tion where they formed
many lifelong friendships.
Jim had a joy for life and
expressed it through song
on many occasions. He
was active in the commu-
nity and proudly served as
vice president at Acton
Municipal Utility District,
president of the Pecan
Plantation Owner's Associ-
ation and commissioner of
Hood County Precinct 2.
Jim also delivered meals
for Meals on Wheels Hood
County for 25 years.

Jim is survived by his
wife of 66 years, Pat; his

children Debbie Endsley
(Paul), Greg (Lynn), Kathy
Robinson (John), Jeff (Su-
san), Carl (Carole), and
Tony (Heidi); 12 grandchil-
dren and 10 great-grand
children.

The family would like to
thank Granbury Care Cen-
ter and AlevCare Hospice
for the kind and loving
care given to Jim. Jim's
earthly journey may have
ended, but his spirit lives
on in the hearts of those
who knew and loved him.

A memorial Mass will be
held on Thursday, April 4,
2024 at 12:30 p.m. at St.
Frances Cabrini Catholic
Church. In lieu of flowers
please send memorials to
Mission Granbury, Pecan
Plantation EMS or Meals on
Wheels Hood County.

KNIEPER REALTY

Survey, plat — what is the dif ference?

What is the description
of a plat? A plat is a legal
description of all property
with an official map of the
same. The plat must show
boundaries, street names
and numbers, and lot num-
bers. It also must describe
the legal subdivisions and
should note any easements
or rights-of-way that may
be on the land.

What is the description
of a survey? A survey is a
comprehensive drawing of
a single property that pro-
vides all the information
contained in a plat PLUS it
illustrates any structures,
fences, or any kind of on-
site improvements for the
purpose of ensuring all im-

BY PAM KNIEPER

provements are within the
boundaries of the property
and do not obstruct any
easements or regulatory
limits. It will also reflect
any encroachments onto
the property from neigh-
boring lots or parcels.

To dig alittle deeper,
PLATS are part of the origi-
nal design or layout of a
subdivision. When looking
at property in some of the
older, more established

Pam Knieper, Broker/Owner of Knieper Real
Estate, is and has been the #1 Top Producer
for more than 15 years in Hood County and
running. She is known as the Waterfront
Expert and the Authority on Real Estate.

neighborhoods, they are
not always a reliable source
of information. I can point
to at least one of the older
developments in Hood
County where the streets
were not placed exactly in
the right place, typically in
a curve, and they encroach
onto the front yards of sev-
eral lots.

Additionally, new ease-
ments, right-of ways, and
re-plats will never show up

The

REAL ESTATE

on the ‘original plat’ for a
property. That informa-
tion can be found in the
county records, and it will
be detailed in a title com-
mitment. But without a
survey to show you exactly
where those changes are on
a particular piece of prop-
erty, you could be faced
with trying to make sense
of ametes and bounds de-
scription, which will look
something like this: Thence
North 89 degrees, 39 min-
utes, 47 seconds West, a
distance of 147.33 feet (the
metes), along the southerly
line of property now or for-
merly owned by John Smith
(the bounds).” I know I
couldn’t look at that and

determine exactly where
it was on a piece of land,
but a surveyor can, and it’s
worth every penny to let
the experts figure that out.
People purchase va-
cant lots without a sur-
vey, referencing only the
original plat, all the time.
It is a calculated risk and
one I do not recommend.
Personally, I don’t rec-
ommend ever buying any
property without a survey,
but it is especially impor-
tant if there are improve-
ments on the property.
Is the fence in the right
place? Was any part of the
house built over the build-
ing setback lines detailed
in the deed restrictions?

Are any of the improve-
ments built over a utility
easement? Does the neigh-
bor’s retaining wall cross
over onto the property you
are purchasing? These are
all situations that could
cost you money to correct;
they are also easily an-
swered with a survey.

If you have questions
about this article or if you
just want to chat about the
real estate market, please
giveus a call at 817-219-
0456 or visit us online at
www.WeSellGranbury.com.
We love talking about real
estate and we would love to
talk to you.

A $1750000 »

Experts

and 1he Authority on Real Lstaze.
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Just Tryon get a hit off her

Tolar pitcher best in program history

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the
Hood County News

It is often in the most chal-
lenging moments we discov-
er what we were meant to be.

For example, Reese Tryon
of the Tolar Lady Rattlers
was not a pitcher at the start
of her softball career as a
youth in Arizona. Then, one
day while playing for her se-
lect team in Fort Worth, her
destiny revealed itself in a
most adversarial situation.

“In the middle of one
of those games we were
in a rough situation, two
outs, bases loaded. I hadn’t
pitched in a while, then got
pulled into the game to pitch
cold and not ready,” she re-
called. “But I went out and
gave it the best shot that I
could give for not pitching in
awhile. After that I wanted
to start pitching.”

Folks in Tolar are certainly
glad she made that deci-
sion. Now a senior, she owns
the school record for career
strikeouts (538 as of this ar-
ticle’s writing) and victories
(47 as of this article).

“In the game of softball
anyone knows a pitcher sets

the tone for the season and
that’s exactly what Reese
has done over the past four
years,” Lady Rattlers coach
Christy Collie said. “Another
strong asset she contributed
to is her powerful bat.”

Tryon has led the team to
three district championships
with a fourth in mind this
season.

GETTING STARTED

Born in Phoenix, Tryon and
her family moved to Tolar
when she was 10 years old.
She began playing softball at
age 5, moving to select ball
atage9.

“I'started to love itand I
was good, so I kept playing
and working hard at it,” she
said.

“My dad was my pitch-
ing coach for a while until I
was moving up to 16-Under
and had to learn movement
pitches. My dad and Matt
Imel were my softball coach-
es for a good three years
when I moved here. I have
played with Senne (Imel, a
Lady Rattlers teammate) a
lot in my softball career.”

She gave up select ball
before her senior year when
she made the decision not to

play in college, though Collie
said she believes Tryon has
the potential to be successful
in college should she change
her mind and play.

“It was a very hard deci-
sion and I went back and
forth with it, but in the end
my education was what I
wanted in life,” Tryon said.

She plans to study nursing
at Weatherford College, then
go on to get her nurse practi-
tioner’s license.

ATHLETIC FAMILY

Tryon’s mom and dad were
both competitors in rodeo
when they lived in Arizona.
In fact, she has enjoyed some
rodeo success herself.

“I started barrel racing
with my mom during that
time,” Tryon recalled.

Without a doubt, her op-
ponents on the softball field
are wishing she had stayed
on the back of a horse in-
stead of walking into a pitch-
er’s circle.

She’s also not the only
Tryon child with success
on a diamond. Her younger
brother Rowdy is a sopho-
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Granbury ISD names Lamont Moore director of athletics

COURTESY PHOTO

New GISD Athletic Director Lamont Moore is welcomed by Superintendent Jeremy Glenn

Submitted Item

Granbury ISD announced
at the March 25 school board
meeting that Lamont Moore
has been appointed director
of athletics, effective March
26. Moore comes to GISD
from Waxahachie ISD where
he was most recently the
head track and field coach
and has been a teacher,
coach and campus adminis-
trator during his career.

“T'am incredibly grate-
ful and extremely hum-
bled for the opportunity to
serve Granbury ISD and the
Granbury community as ath-
letic director,” Moore said. “I
couldn’t be more thrilled to
lead the athletic department
and get involved with the
community. I look forward
to working with our great
head coaches, providing a

culture and commitment
to athletic excellence, and a
memorable student-athlete
experience.”

As director of athlet-
ics, Moore oversees ath-
letic programs at Granbury
High School, Acton Middle
School and Granbury Middle
School. He also supervises
athletic facilities at all GISD
campuses.

“Lamont Moore is an out-
standing leader who comes
highly regarded and recom-
mended to Granbury ISD,”

said GISD Superintendent Dr.

Jeremy Glenn. “Coach Moore
has an exceptional ability

to foster relationships with
student-athletes, coaches
and the community. He’s the
perfect fit for us at Granbury
and I look forward to watch-
ing our athletic department
excel under his direction.”

Moore has been at
Waxahachie for over six
years where he served as
head track and field coach,
and as assistant football
coach from 2015-20 and
the 2023-24 school year.
From 2020-23, Moore joined
Burleson High School where
he was an assistant prin-
cipal, head track and field
coach, and assistant football
coach.

He began his coaching ca-
reer at Coram Deo Academy
in Flower Mound in 2010 and
was later the assistant head
football coach of the Home
School Athletic Association
in Richardson from 2013-15
before joining Waxahachie
ISD.

Moore is a Waxahachie
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GISD implements Capturing
Kids' Hearts district wide

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Granbury
Independent School District
board of trustees voted to
implement the profession-
al development program
Capturing Kids’ Hearts
in each of its elementary
schools during a regularly
scheduled meeting March
25.

Capturing Kids’ Hearts is
a program that equips pro-
fessionals in K-12 education
to implement transforma-
tional processes focused on
social-emotional wellbeing,
relationship-driven campus
culture and student con-
nectedness, according to
the program website.

The program was pre-
viously implemented in
GISD’s secondary campuses
in April 2023, with Stacie
Brown, director of curricu-
lum and instruction, advo-
cating for CKH in the hope it
would strengthen relation-
ships between teachers and
students.

“Staggering statistics
from the CDC, the APA —
American Psychological
Association — and the
Office of the Surgeon
General show that recent

National Youth Surveys
have shown an alarming
increase in the prevalence
specifically of certain men-
tal health challenges that
our young people are fac-
ing,” Brown said in the April
2023 school board meeting.
“All of the research points
to the power of connected-
ness and fighting against
those things.”

In reading the memo af-
filiated with the program
last year, Brown added that
Capturing Kids’ Hearts
“trains teachers, staff and
administrators overarching
skills to use in helping to
develop self-management
with our students, high per-
formance classrooms, us-
ing team building skills and
social contracts, techniques
for dealing with conflict,
negative behavior and is-
sues with disrespect.”

When the program’s
training is combined with a
systemic approach, Brown
explained, the research-
based process improves
five big indicators of school
performance — fewer dis-
cipline referrals, improved
attendance, higher student
achievement, lower drop-
out rates and higher teacher
satisfaction.

As CKH has already

proved successful in
Granbury Middle School,
Acton Middle School,
Granbury High School

and STARS Accelerated
High School’s Behavior
Transition Center, Brown
recommended the trustees
approve the CKH contract
district-wide.

“We did some prelimi-
nary dataresearch...based
upon the out-of-school sus-
pension, in-school suspen-
sion, partial days, half days,
full days, etc. there has
been between 25% to 50%
decrease in our discipline
referrals at our secondary
campuses since this was
implemented,” Brown said,
during Monday’s meet-
ing. “Talso got some feed-
back from our principals.
Our principals wanted to
highlight the interactions
specifically with the class-
room teachers. The use of
affirmations and specific
activities and skills that are
done helped to build an at-
mosphere of extended trust
with and between students.
So, this goes beyond just
having our teachers being
part of relationships with
our students — this is the
process of developing rela-
tionships between our stu-
dents as well.”

. B
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Stacie Brown, Granbury ISD’s director of curriculum and instruction, speaks to the Granbury ISD board
of trustees about the Capturing Kids Hearts program during a regularly scheduled meeting March 25.

Brown explained there has
also been a “mindful focus
on accountability” in the
principals getting to know
their students.

“CKH provided tools to
help support teachers with
new ideas for making sure
we have a format of culture
building and maintenance
for our staff and our stake-
holders,” she said.

The initial implementa-
tion for the CKH elementary
service agreement will cost
the district $276,750, while
the renewal for the second-
ary service agreement will
cost $54,700, resulting in a

combined total of $331,450
overall.

Before the agenda item
was addressed in the meet-
ing, a couple of speakers
voiced their concern over
the cost of the program.

Lisa McDermott asked if
the CKH training would be
an “effective use of district
resources.”

“The overall cost of the
programis $331,450,”
she said. “Have there been
any benefits with the cur-
rent program of secondary
schools? Is there enough
benefit to warrant spending
another $276,750 to imple-

ment it in the elementary
schools?”

McDermott also asked if
the training was a “neces-
sity,” as many of the skills
taught in the training in-
clude good character, rela-
tionship building and mod-
eling good behavior.

“Are Granbury ISD em-
ployees currently incapable
of building meaningful and
productive relationships
with students and col-
leagues?” she asked. “Do
Granbury ISD educators
currently lack the ability to
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Staff Reports

Nominations are now open
for the 2024 Student Heroes
Award.

Approved by the State
Board of Education (SBOE) in
2015, this award highlights
Texas public school students
participating in impactful
volunteer service in their
communities.

Since the award’s incep-
tion, nearly 120 Texas public
school students with a heart

for service have been named
Student Heroes. Fifteen stu-
dents, one per state board
district, receive the award
each year, with contributions
ranging from initiating in-
clusive programs for seniors
and students with disabili-
ties to facilitating fundrais-
ers for kids receiving medi-
cal treatment.

The SBOE encourages stu-
dents, teachers, administra-
tors and community mem-
bers to nominate any Texas

www.hcnews.com

2024 Student Heroes Award nominations now open

public school students who
exemplify the core value of
selfless service.

To be nominated for the
award, the volunteer ser-
vice project performed by a
public or charter school stu-
dent must not be associ-
ated with any curriculum
requirement, a school ser-
vice project or community
program.

The nomination period
began Monday, Feb. 19, and
will end Saturday, May 4, at

5 p.m. Central Daylight Time.

When completing the
Student Heroes nomination
form, be sure to include all
required information, such
as the nominee’s permis-
sion to be nominated, and to
have his or her information
shared publicly. The nomi-
nation form must include
an essay submitted by the
nominator describing the
nominee’s outstanding vol-
unteerism and how it ben-
efited others.

A parent or guardian sig-
nature is required for nomi-
nees under the age of 18
years old.

The student who earns this
award will receive a plaque
and a medal from their SBOE
district member.

The award presentation
typically occurs at a local
school assembly, an orga-
nization meeting, or in a
classroom. The exact date,
time and location of the pre-
sentation will be determined

by the local school district
or campus in coordination
with the SBOE member. Up
to 15 students, one from
each SBOE member, may be
recognized.

For further details or to
fill out a nomination form,
visit tea.texas.gov, and type
Student Heroes Award in the
search bar at the top of the
webpage.

Tolar Rodeo Team hosts NTX HS Rodeo Assoc. rodeo in Granbury

BY EMMA VANBECELAERE
Sports reporter
emma@hcnews.com

The Tolar rodeo team will
host a North Texas High
School Rodeo Association
Rodeo in Granbury at the
Reunion grounds, April 6
and 7. The Tolar Rodeo be-
gins at noon Saturday and at
2 p.m. Sunday. The gate fee
will be $7 for everyone who
attends.

The Tolar rodeo team is
not sponsored by Tolar High
School. The team is made
up of high school students
who enjoy the rodeo, and
even those who don’t wish to
compete in events may join.
Those students may ride
with the team in parades and
participate for the end-of-
year awards.

This is the Tolar rodeo
team’s second year to host
the Tolar Rodeo. Rodeo
Queen Pyper Boggs and
Sweetheart of the Rodeo
Rylee Swain will be crowned
at the event Saturday. Event
champions as well as the
All-Around boy and girl will
receive a buckle.

The Tolar rodeo team is
sanctioned by the North
Texas High School Rodeo
Association (NTHSRA). High
school students represent-
ing 60 schools in the North
Texas area, like Burleson,
Godley and Granbury, will
compete in the various

TheTolar rodeo team gets ready for the Tolar Rodeo that will be hosted at the Reunion Grounds in Granbury on April 6and 7.

events at the Tolar Rodeo.
The NTHSRA typically
hosts its rodeos in Saginaw
almost every weekend from
September to May. At the
end of the season, the top

15 athletes in each event will
compete at the NTHSRA fi-
nals in May at Waxahachie.
Athletes will compete in
events such as barrel rac-
ing, bareback broncs, saddle
broncs, bulls, breakaway,

calf roping, team roping, rib-
bon roping, walk up goats,
ride up goats, pole bend-
ing, chute dogging and steer
wrestling.

The Tolar rodeo team is
sponsored by Shavonne

Kenley. The officers of

the Tolar rodeo team are

President Takota Kenley,

Secretary Rylee Rickabaugh,

Treasurer Bonner Kissel and

Media Director Pyper Boggs.
The Tolar rodeo team is

COURTESY PHOTO OF SHAVONNE KENLEY

always looking for sponsors
to help the Tolar Rodeo, cow-
boys and cowgirls advance
their career in the rodeo
world.

Legends of the diamond: The top 8§ moments in baseball history

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the

Hood County News

micky@hcnews.com

As the scent of fresh-cut
grass wafts through the air
and the crack of bats echoes
in stadiums, baseball fans
across the nation know it’s
that time of the year again:
Opening Day is here! To cel-
ebrate America’s beloved
pastime, let’s relive the top
eight moments that have
etched their mark in baseball
history, captivating fans and
securing their place in the
annals of the sport.

BABE RUTH’S CALLED SHOT

(1932 WORLD SERIES)

It was the third game
of the 1932 World Series,
and the air at Wrigley Field
was electric with anticipa-
tion. Babe Ruth, the Sultan
of Swat, stepped up to the
plate. With the count at two

strikes, Ruth made a grandi-
ose gesture, pointing deci-
sively toward the center field
bleachers. Moments later, he
blasted a home run into the
very spot he had indicated, a
feat that has been enshrined
as “The Called Shot.” This
act of prophetic power hit-
ting has become a legend,
celebrated for its boldness
and flair, encapsulating the
magic of baseball in a single,
unforgettable swing.

JACKIE ROBINSON BREAKS

THE COLOR BARRIER (1947)
April 15,1947, marked
a seismic shift not just in
baseball, but in American
society. Jackie Robinson,
wearing number 42 for the
Brooklyn Dodgers, shat-
tered the color barrier that
had segregated the sport for
more than 50 years. His MLB
debut was more than a game;
it was a powerful statement
against racial discrimination.
Robinson’s courage and tal-

Babe Ruth, 1933
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ent paved the way for gen-
erations of athletes, making
this moment a benchmark
of progress and the embodi-
ment of the American spirit.

HANK AARON BREAKS BABE
RUTH’S HOME RUN RECORD

(1974)

The chase had been long
and, at times, bitter, but
April 8, 1974, Hank Aaron
stood alone as baseball’s
home run king. His 715th
career home run, hit in front
of a packed Atlanta sta-
dium, was more than just a
triumph over Babe Ruth’s
long-standing record; it was
avictory for equality and
determination. Aaron’s grace
under pressure during his
pursuit of the record spoke
volumes about his character
and the changing landscape
of America itself.

CAL RIPKEN JR. BREAKS
LOU GEHRIG'S CONSECUTIVE
GAMES PLAYED RECORD

(1995)

Cal Ripken Jr., the Iron
Man of baseball, immortal-
ized Sept. 6, 1995, as a testa-
ment to resilience and per-
severance. By playing in his
2,131st consecutive game
for the Baltimore Orioles,
Ripken surpassed the leg-
endary Lou Gehrig’s streak.
His record of 2,632 games
stands as a monument to
Ripken’s unwavering dedica-
tion to the sport, inspiring
players and fans alike with
the message that showing
up every day is a victory in
itself.

THE BOSTON RED SOX BREAK

THE CURSE (2004)

The year 2004 brought clo-
sure to one of the most sto-
ried superstitions in sports
history: the Curse of the

Bambino. For 86 long years,
the Boston Red Sox had lan-
guished in a championship
drought, which many attrib-
uted to the sale of Babe Ruth
to the New York Yankees in
1919. But the curse was fi-
nally lifted when the Red Sox
clinched the World Series
title, a victory that unleashed
a collective sigh of relief and
joy from the Fenway faithful
and casual observers alike.

It was a moment of redemp-
tion, reaffirming the belief
that no curse is too great to
overcome.

NOLAN RYAN'S SEVENTH

NO-HITTER (1991)

OnMay 1, 1991, the Texas
sky bore witness to a miracle
as Nolan Ryan, the strikeout
titan, spun his seventh no-
hitter against the Toronto
Blue Jays. At an age when
many players would be re-
flecting on their careers,
Ryan, at 44, blazed fastballs
past bewildered batters. This
unparalleled achievement
cemented his status as a
baseball immortal and gave
the Texas Rangers a moment
of pure magic. Ryan’s seven
no-hitters stand as a bastion
of excellence, unlikely ever
to be surpassed, and a testa-
ment to the enduring spirit
of the game.

KENNY ROGERS’ PERFECT

GAME (1994)

Amid the swelter of a July
evening in 1994, Kenny
Rogers delivered perfection.
His flawless game, etched
in the annals of the Texas
Rangers’ history, was a bal-
let of pitches that left the
California Angels grasp-
ing for answers they would
never find. A perfect game
is a masterpiece, an orches-
tration of skill, poise and a
touch of divine favor, all of
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Nolan Ryan warming up in the bullpen at Tiger Stadium.

which Rogers had in abun-
dance that night. It was the
14th perfect game in MLB
history, and it remains a
beacon of perfection that
Rangers fans revere with
pride.

TEXAS RANGERS WIN THEIR
FIRST WORLD SERIES

CHAMPIONSHIP (2023)

The pinnacle of baseball
glory for a team is to hoist
the World Series trophy.

For the Texas Rangers, this
dream crystallized into real-
ity in 2023. A franchise once
haunted by near-misses and
heartbreaks finally claimed
the ultimate prize, etching
its name into the annals of
champions. It was a season
defined by resilience, a post-
season carved by the will to
win, and a series won by a
team unyielding in its quest
for greatness. The 2023
World Series Championship
will forever be a beacon of
hope for underdogs ev-
erywhere and a cherished
memory in the hearts of the
Rangers faithful.

These eight moments cre-
ate a tapestry of baseball’s
rich and diverse narrative.
From Jackie Robinson’s trail-
blazing courage to Nolan
Ryan’s relentless pursuit of
excellence; from Cal Ripken
Jr.’s historic streak to the
Texas Rangers’ long-await-
ed triumph, each thread is
woven with the same sturdy
yarn: passion, perseverance
and undying love for the
game.

As we embark on yet an-
other season, hearts flutter
with the possibility that the
next great baseball moment
could happen any day, at any
game. It’s the eternal hope of
the fans and the ever-burn-
ing ambition of the play-
ers that keep the spirit of
baseball alive. So, let’s settle
into our seats, with popcorn
in hand and eyes alight with
expectation, for the next
pitch could start the journey
toward becoming moment
number nine in our grand
list of baseball’s unforgetta-
ble moments. PLAY BALL!
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Springtime slabbing to locate fish

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

As a licensed professional fishing guide,
Michael Acosta shows you how to find
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35
years, he has been fishing all of his life, and
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

use slabs most of the year, however the
spring and fall are probably the best known
time of the year to use them. The one func-
tion of a slab that does not get much atten-
tion is its use to locate fish. Slabs are not the only
lure one can use to locate fish, butitis a strategy I
use quite often. It will work if you can give it a try
especially on white bass, hybrids and striped bass.

First of all, many ask what
is a slab? A slab is just a solid
oval or willow leaf-shaped
lure made to resemble a bait
fish. Favorite colors are sil-
ver, chartreuse and white.
Holographic designs are real
popular and work well. A
slab is a little different than
a spoon, but the result from
either is typically the same.
Slabs are typically used for
vertical jigging, but they can
also be thrown and retrieved.
In the winter you can dead
stick them over areas as well.
You just have to figure out
the mood of the fish and the
movement they want.

Today’s article is on using
the slab to locate active pred-
ators. If the birds don’t point
you to active fish and you
have to go looking for them,
the slab is a good choice. One
thing for sure is that white
bass (sand bass), hybrid
striped bass and/or striped

bass typically are in the same
areas on a body of water.

Not all times of the year, but
the majority of the time they
will be close to each other.
Using this information lets
me work known areas where
fish typically hold with a slab
looking for a bite. This can
start with any of the species
Imentioned above, but don’t
be surprised to catch most
anything swimming in the
lake with a slab.

I will work different areas
until I can find a location
where I start getting bit.
Typically, the sand bass will
be the first to bite either due
to feeding or just reactionary
hits. It depends on wheth-
er they are hungry. Seeing
them on the graph is one
thing, getting them to bite
can be a chore on some days.
However, if one is willing to
bite, then more than likely
there will be others close

www.hcnews.com

by that may have the same
desire. Fish in schools like
stripers, hybrids and sand
bass are competitive, and an
easy meal (slab) just may be
the lure to get them going.

When you do find some
willing to bite you will most
certainly be close to bait fish.
The predators will not be far
from their dinner. So there
may be many different spe-
cies in the area that you have
located. Some may be deeper
and others may be closer to
the bank in shallower water.
You know what they say,
90% of the fish are in 10% of
the water. Many times this
is true.

If you don’t get a bite,
move to the next spot. If the
graph looked good, you may
want to try that spot later
as they may feed later in the
day at that spot.

Granbury sand bass (white
bass) as we call them are
currently positioned near
humps and ridges in 10 to
20 feet of water and they are
biting slabs. Once located,
you can fill the cooler but
don’t be surprised to catch
other species as well.

The slab is an effective
fish locator for sure. Once
you locate some fish will-
ing to bite, you can then use
other baits focusing on the
bigger species. This time of
the year, soft plastics/swim
baits are deadly on stripers/
hybrids. Putting out live bait
after locating fish with slabs
may be in order on those
days when the fish are a little
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COURTESY PHOTO

Aslabis just a solid oval or willow leaf-shaped lure made to resemble a bait fish.

more finicky.

When you are working
your slab in an area, many
will tap their boats or thrash
the water to bring in any cu-
rious predators. This does
work as I thrash the water all
the time when fishing open
water. When I am fishing
shallow, you might spook
shallow feeding fish, so be
careful when shallow.

If you want to mimic a
small bait and use a heavy
slab or spoon to get deeper, a
treble hook with some hair/
feathers like a bucktail can
make the difference between
catching and not catching
fish. The small treble hook
with some flashy hair/feath-
ers looks like a small bait
fish itself and the action
from the large slab is what
draws the fish in to look.

I guarantee that I will al-
ways keep a slab or two tied
on this time of year. Even if

the fish are not real active, a
jigging spoon/slab will prob-
ably bring in some curious
fish to look. If you're fishing
with live bait, this may also
stir sufficient action to bring
on the bite.

HOOD COUNTY
FISHING REPORT

Water temperatures are in
the middle 60s on the main
lake. The lake is full with
all the rain we continue to
have. Watch out for floating
debris. Granbury sand bass
action has been good from
Indian Harbor to in town on
slabs jigged off the bottom
in 10 to 20 feet of water.
Striped bass have been hit or
miss, but some good action
can be had on live bait near
De Cordova Bend Estates to
Blue Water Shores. Crappie
action is improving in the
creeks and sloughs, but

many are still being caught
on main lake structure on
jigs from Water’s Edge to
the Peninsula. Catfish (blues
and yellows) continue to be
good on cut shad on the up-
per ends. Granbury large-
mouth are fair to good to six
pounds on soft plastics and
spinner baits near bedding
areas. Some good large-
mouth continue to be caught
near major creek entrances.
Comanche Creek (for-
merly Squaw Creek) reser-
voir continues to produce
limits of eater-sized channel
catfish on prepared baits.
Largemouth bass are being
caught in numbers to eight
pounds on soft plastics and
crankbaits. I do not have
a tilapia report this week.
Comanche Creek is sched-
uled to close at the end of
March and will reopen in
October.

HEARTS

FROM PAGE B1

model positive behaviors?
One can only conclude that
the superintendent and this
board believe current em-
ployees lack these desired
skills and thus require this
training.”

Todd Daniels said that
through his research, he
found that CKH training
only takes place two days
in the summer and asked
where the money was
coming from to fund the
program.

“My question would be:
where’s the money coming
from? Are you getting some
kind of grant? If you're get-
ting a grant, I want to know
that this is measurable,”
Daniels said. “What my due
diligence provided me is

70O Pish Day!

*\\z. It's time to restock your pond!
TUESDAY, APRIL 9
Mineral Wells: 11:45am-12:30pm at
MINERAL WELLS FEED & FARM SUPPLY
Stephenville: 1:30-2:15pm at
HAY & FEED RANCH
Granbury: 3:00-3:45pm at
RUSSELL FEED
Glen Rose: 4:15-5:00pm at
BUTLER FEEDS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10
Cleburne: 7:30-8:15am at
ROWLETTE HARDWARE

Pish Wagon

TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL

800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com
nLIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

that it’s basically an SEL
and diversity training pro-
gram. We don’t need that.
Staff doesn’t need that, the
kids don’t need that, and
$276,000 is a lot of money
for a two-day gig. I think
it’s a waste of money, and
I think you should recon-
siderit.”

In addressing the con-
cerns expressed by
Daniels and McDermott,
Superintendent Jeremy
Glenn asked Brown if she
could discuss the bud-
getused to fund the CKH
program.

Brown explained that
the CKH program is
funded by the Elementary
and Secondary School
Emergency Relief (ESSER)
grant that was given to the
district to assist with the
COVID-19 impact.

“The grant itself is spent

HCNEWS.COM

SUDOKU

Solution for the puzzle on
March 23 (Puzzle 75).

on those things that we see
some concerns with, so it
does help to ensure inter-
ventions are put in place to
respond to our students, for
not only their well-being,
but also the impact that has
on their academics,” Brown
said. “When you feel seen,
heard and safe, you can fo-
cus on math, reading and
language arts.”

Glenn then asked Brown
rhetorically what would
happen if the district chose
not to expend those funds,
and if they could spend the
ESSER grant on anything
they wanted.

Brown explained that the
grant is written to specifi-
cally provide relief in men-
tal health and the money
must only be used to pur-
chase programs that can
support those efforts. She
added if the funds are not

used, they will be distribut-
ed back to the government.
“Essentially, to answer the
question that was brought
up in open forum tonight,
these are federal funds,”
Glenn said. “We applied
to the grant, the federal
government said, ‘Yes, you
can have it if you spend
it on these programs and
these programs only. If you
choose not to expend it on
these programs, we're going
to take the funds back, and
if you do anything else with
these funds, we're going to
charge you for it and we’re
going to take our money
back.” So, we looked at all
the programs, we got teach-
er input, we determined
what was best practice, and
we tried to address the real
need among students in
Granbury, so we implement-
ed Capturing Kids’ Hearts,

aresearch-based program
that our teachers and ad-
ministration looked at and
said, ‘We support that pro-
gram. That’s good for kids.

Board Vice President
Courtney Gore explained
that in the district’s stra-
tegic planning meetings,
an accountability measure
was put in place to track the
data from CKH.

“We have actual account-
ability measures built in to
make sure that this pro-
gram is being implemented
the way it should be, and it’s
being streamlined across
the district,” Gore said.

Board Secretary Billy
Wimberly also asked Brown
if she viewed CKH as an
anti-bullying program. She
responded, “Absolutely.”

“Because of the strate-
gies that are implemented
specifically in student-to-

student relationships, we’ve
had the basic training at
our secondary campuses,”
Brown said. “They will then
go into a phase where they
are doing some more things
with our students and the
peer-to-peer relationships
and leading forward. They
call it, ‘CKH leadership,’
which is students actually
working with other stu-
dents on the way things are
getting done here. We go a
little deeper, a little wider,
and specifically, to target re-
lationships which we see as
the kind of solution for bul-
lying and being connected.”
Gore then made a motion
to adopt the Capturing Kids’
Hearts professional devel-
opment contract for all el-
ementary schools. The mo-
tion passed 6-1, with Place
3 Trustee Melanie Graft vot-
ing in opposition.
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DENTAL CARE

One Trusted Office
For All Your Dental Needs

Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT!
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and

HoodCounty
HONews %2225

RUNNER-UP,

310 W. BIuff St.

worry free!
NO second visit

NO need to get numbed multiple times
NO goopy impressions (it’s all done digitally)
NO need to wear temporary crowns for weeks and weeks

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!

Dr. Alexander Smith | Dr. Katrina Fisher
| Granbury | 817.886.8297 | www.westbluffdentalcare.com

HCNEWS.COM

YOUR

-ING

ME PAPER

-R

IPS




B4 Hood County News SATURDAY, March 30, 2024
www.hcnews.com

Lady Pirates

PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Tueday March 26, the Lady Pirates took on the Lady Bearcats of Aledo. For full gallery go to HCNews.com.

Carli Carlton with a hit Tuesday, March 26, against Aledo. Morgan Johnson recovering a bunt.
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ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
The Hood County Commissioners Court presented a proclamation during a regularly scheduled meeting March 26, to honor the Lipan Indians’ UIL 2A State Boys' Basketball Championship. On Saturday, March
9, the Lipan Indians successfully defended their 2023 Title and won the 2024 state title by defeating the Shelbyville Dragons 47-36 in San Antonio. The Lipan Indians have now won six state championshipsin 15
state tournament appearances, including six of the last eight.
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The Lady Pirates took on the Lady Bearcats of Aledo, on Tuesday, March 26.

Pirate lifters compete at state

Granbury runners set records in elite meet

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County
News

Three members of the
Granbury Pirates power-
lifting team competed at
the Class 5A State Meet in
Abilene March 23.

Leading Granbury was
Davin Jones, who placed
20th in the 198-pound
weight class. He lifted a to-
tal of 1,465 pounds (squat,
bench press, deadlift).

Enrique Sanchez placed
25th in the 242 division,
lifting 1,520 pounds. Rylan
Brenish took 26th in the 181
division, lifting 1,450.

GRANBURY BOYS TRACK

Several members of
the Pirates competed in
the Dallas Jesuit Sheaner
Relays March 22-23, one of
the state’s premier meets.
Several school and personal
records were set.

The Pirates’ top finish
was by Miller Schenewark,
who placed third in the high
jump in Class 5A, clearing a
school-record 6 feet, 2 inch-
es. Another school record
was the time of 42.33 sec-
onds by the 4x100-meter re-
lay team of Kaleb Johnston,
Elijah Johnston, Michael
Grant and Jadon Rogers,
which placed sixth.

Elijah Johnston also set
a personal record with his
time of 22.03 in the 200, fin-
ishing fourth.

The 4x200 relay team
of Caden Davis, Kaleb
Johnston, Rogers and Elijah
Johnston also set a school
record of 1:29.13 in placing
seventh.

Alec Wilkinson set yet an-
other school mark, placing
14th in the 1600 with a time
of 4:35.17. Jaxon Glenn took
10th in the 3200 with a per-
sonal record of 9:53.34 and
Aiden Lemens was 21st in
the 800 in 2:09.21.

“T am extremely proud of
their efforts and accomplish-
ments,” Pirates coach Jody
Brown said. “Great group of
kids to coach. Great day to

be a Pirate.”

LIPAN BOYS BASKETBALL

Freshman Court Gaylor
and sophomore Darius Steed
of Lipan were named the
Co-District MVPs on the All-
District 11-2A Team by the
league’s coaches. First team
selections were sophomore
Payton Corneilus, senior
Tyson Tarpley and junior
Alberto Andreatta.

Sophomore Kolt Larson
was named to the second
team, while freshmen Tucker
Tims and Wyatt Yates joined
junior Colby Scott as honor-
able mentions.

All were also academic
all-district.

The Indians won a second
consecutive state champion-
ship in San Antonio March 9.

TOLAR BOYS BASKETBALL

Rattlers senior Meritt Imel
was named the District 11-
2A Defensive MVP and fresh-
man Cayden Abrego was
tabbed as the Newcomer of
the Year.

Seniors Isaac Blessing and
Matthew Behrens joined
freshman Briton Rice in be-
ing picked for the first team,
while senior Tyson Ellis and
junior Zane Terrell were se-
lected for the second team.
Honorable mention went to
junior Brooks Stone.

GRANBURY BASEBALL

The Pirates (13-6, 1-4 in
District 5-5A) fell 6-0 at
Wichita Falls Rider March 22
and 3-2 at Aledo March 26,
continuing a recent slide.

Brazos Cornelison had
a double for the Pirates
against Rider. Against Aledo,
Easton Bleeker had a pair of
hits and Braxton Heffernan
doubled.

Granbury pitchers Hunter
Jones (three strikeouts, one
walk) and Hudson Hamilton
(six strikeouts, one walk)
combined for nine strike-
outs in the hard-luck loss for
Jones. Only two of Aledo’s
runs were earned.

Granbury was hosting
Aledo at press time. The up-

coming schedule has them at
Fort Worth Arlington Heights
March 30 at noon in a non-
league game, followed by
back-to-back district games
at home against Brewer April
2 and at Brewer April 5, both
at 6:30 p.m.

TOLAR BASEBALL

In a busy few days, the
Rattlers (5-6-2, 2-0 in District
11-2A) won 14-1 at Santo
March 22, lost 8-2 at home
against Fort Worth Country
Day March 23 and lost 11-1
at Jacksboro March 26, the
latter two non-league games.

Oakley Saffer pitched a
2-hitter against Santo, giving
up an earned run with three
strikeouts and five walks in
five innings. Jesse Owen led
the hitting with three hits,

a double, two RBIs and two
stolen bases.

Hunter Michels had two
hits, a double and two stolen
bases; Rowdy Tryon doubled
with two RBIs and a sto-
len base, while Cutter Cain
tripled with a walk and four
RBIs.

Owen’s two hits against
FWCD included a home run
and two RBIs, while Noah
Yanish had two hits and a
stolen base.

The Rattlers have a home-
and-home district series
against rival Lipan April 2 at
Lipan at 6 p.m and at home
April 5 at 6:30 p.m.

LIPAN BASEBALL

The Indians (4-4-2, 3-0 in
District 11-2A) won 15-3 at
Poolville March 23 and 14-7
at Santo March 26.

Jackson Posey had four
hits, including a double and
stolen base, and drove in
three runs against Poolville.
Hunter Mills collected two
hits with two stolen bases
and three RBIs.

Against Santo, Posey again
led with three hits, anoth-
er double, walk, two RBIs
and a stolen base. Brayden
Dowdy had two hits with
a double and three RBIs;
Tyson Tarpley had two
hits, a walk and two RBIs;

% CRANBURY & ERANBUR!
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COURTESY OF JODY BROWN

The Granbury Pirates 4x200-meter relay of (from left) Kaleb Johnston, Caden Davis, Jadon Rogers,
Elijah Johnston, shown with coach Jody Brown, ran a school-record time of 1:29.13 at the Sheaner
Relays at Dallas Jesuit on Saturday, March 23.

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

COURTESY OF JODY BROWN

The Granbury Pirates 4x100-meter relay of (from left) Michael Grant, Jadon Rogers, Kaleb Johnston,
Elijah Johnston, pictured with coach Jody Brown, set a school record of 42.33 seconds at the Dallas
Jesuit Sheaner Relays this past Saturday.

Cash Bolenbarker’s two
hits included a double, and
he walked with an RBI; and
Riggin Morris had two hits
and two RBIs.

Lipan was hosting Santo at
press time, followed by its
games against Tolar.

GRANBURY SOFTBALL

The Lady Pirates (9-15, 1-4
in District 5-5A) won 6-0 at
Saginaw March 22, followed
by an 11-0 loss at home
against Aledo March 26.

Allison Dafoe had a pair of
hits and an RBI, along with
getting the pitching victory
against Saginaw. She gave up
seven hits, struck out seven
and walked two in seven
innings.

Also, Rachel Venable had
three hits, a double, triple
and RBI; Morgan Johnson,
two hits, double; and Preslee
Carnes, double, two RBISs.

At press time, Granbury
was hosting Brewer. They
travel to Azle April 2 for a
6:30 p.m. contest.

TOLAR SOFTBALL

The Lady Rattlers (10-5,
2-0 in District 11-2A) en-
joyed some time off before
returning to play DeLeon at
home at press time. They
travel to Lipan April 2 for
a 5:30 p.m. game and host
Santo April 5 at 5 p.m.

LIPAN SOFTBALL

The Lady Indians (8-3, 2-1
in District 11-2A) won 13-1
at Santo March 26 as Ella
Sharp pitched a 2-hitter with
no earned runs, nine strike-
outs and a walk.

Sarah Marcantonio hit
two home runs and a dou-
ble, driving in four runs
and stealing a base. Ryan
Atkinson had two doubles
and a stolen base.

Lipan stole 14 bases, in-
cluding four by Ashlyn Clark,
who also had a base hit.

After their game against
Tolar, Lipan travels to
DeLeon April 5 with a 5:30
p-m. first pitch.

GRANBURY TRACK
The Lady Pirates and
Pirates traveled to Joshua

March 20 for the Owls
Relays. The Lady Pirates
varsity finished fifth and
the Pirates were seventh
in the varsity team stand-
ings. Among the JV, both
Granbury teams were sixth.

Top individual finishers
for the Lady Pirates varsity
were:

4x100-meter relay: 2. Ella
Garner, Julia Crum, Jayla
Hayes, Baylee Goodman,
50.05

Long jump: 2. Blakely
Bleeker, 15-5.5; 3. Kylie
Moody, 15-4.75

Shot put: 3. Garner 31-3

JV girls

High jump: 1. Remi
Chastain, 4-10

3200: 2. Kambry
Zschiesche, 13:20

100 hurdles: 2. Jina Kim,
18.06

400: 3. Jillian Williams,
65.7
4x100 relay: 3. Tamea Busby,
Karolina Berry, Williams, Ava
Garner, 52.62

Varsity boys

Discus: 2. Chase Cantrell,
130-9

JV boys

Discus: 2. Rylan Kersh,
106-7

Long jump: 2. Andy
Debello, 18-8

Triple jump: 2. Devin
Christiansen, 37-11.5

Granbury was competing
at Stephenville at press time;
it will compete in the District
5-5A Meet in Aledo April 3-4.

TOLAR TRACK

Hamilton Relays

Tolar results

Running distances in me-
ters, field events in feet and
inches

Varsity boys

200: 1. Caden Pate, 22.87

110 hurdles: 2. Dacen
Watkins, 16.28

300 hurdles: 3. Watkins,
45.19

4x200 relay: 3rd. 1:34.66

Shot put: 1. Samuel
Stewart, 44-9

Discus: 2. Peyton Brown,
120-8

Triple jump: 1. Watkins,
38-5.5

Pole vault: 1. Brylen Feist,
13-0

Varsity girls

100 hurdles: 3. Milly
Taylor, 17.46

Long jump: 3. Bailey
Gammons, 15-8

Shot put: 2. Kamryn Kolb,
31-9

Discus: 3. Allie Terrell,
95-5

High jump: 3. Senne Imel,
5-0

Pole vault: 2. Gammons,
7-1

JV boys

4x400 relay: 1st. 3:49.43

Shot put: 2. Cayden
Abrego, 35-1

Discus: 1. Abrego, 101-6; 2.
Lane Kutej, 99-1

Triple jump: 2. Anson
Laminack, 37-2.75

Pole vault: 1. Daxton
Higgins, 10-0; 2. Gunnar
Reid, 9-0; 3

JV girls

200: 3. Lily Pritchett, 28.94

1600: 2. Kaylee Smith,
7:21.53

100 hurdles: 2 .Addy
Weatherford, 22.28

300 hurdles: 2.
Weatherford, 1:16.00

Shot put: 3. Loryn
Wienecke, 28-5

Pole vault: 2. Kenleigh
Hankins, 7-0

The Rattlers and Lady
Rattlers, along with the Lipan
Indians and Lady Indians,
will compete in the District
11-2A Meet April 1 and 4 in
Tolar.

GRANBURY BOYS GOLF

The Pirates competed in
the District 5-5A Preview at
Sugar Tree Golf Course in
Dennis March 20. The Purple
Team shot 341 to place fifth
and the Gold Team shot 355
for sixth.

Landon Womack of the
Purple Team led all Granbury
players with a 78, tying for
sixth individually. The Gold
Team was led by Braxton
Pugh, who just missed a top-
10 individual finish, placing
11th.

Brayden Thackerson also
shot an 84 for the Purple
Team.

The district tournament is
back at Sugar Tree April 1-2.
The girls were playing their
preview tournament at press
time and have district April
4-5, both at Sugar Tree.

MOORE

FROM PAGE B1

native and 1993 graduate.
He was inducted in 2023
into the WHS Athletic Hall
of Fame for leading WHS to

the 1992 4A UIL Football
State Championship as an
All-American and the Dallas
Morning News’ Metro Player
of the Year. He went on

to play football at Baylor
University as a quarterback
and wide receiver where he

received a Bachelor of Arts
in sociology. He received
amaster’s degree in edu-
cational leadership from
Southwestern Assemblies of
God University.

After college, Moore
played professionally in the

Arena Football League for
nine years for the Dallas
Desperados, New Orleans
Voodoo and Orlando
Predators, scoring over
25 touchdowns in his ca-
reer. In 2019, Moore was
awarded the Leadership

Award from the Waxahachie
Chamber of Commerce. He
was also on the Ellis County
Transformative Leadership
Cabinet, which is a com-
munity leadership cabinet
established for the purpose
of making a positive impact

on the lives of those living in
Ellis County.

Moore takes over as direc-
tor of athletics from Dwight
Butler, who announced
his retirement effective in
June 2024 after 18 years at
Granbury ISD.

SAME PAPER AT YOUR FINGERTIPS HcnNEws.com
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TARLETON

STATE UNIVERSIT Y

Texans come back in clash of top WAC
programs to take down Mavericks in Arlington

Tarleton State University

ARLINGTON - Sunday ten-
nis in Arlington featured two
of the top programs in the
Western Athletic Conference
March 24. After Tarleton
State lost the doubles point
and lost the first set in five
of six singles matches, the
Texans ended up with five
singles victories to come

back and take down UT
Arlington 5-2 on the road.

The Texans (11-2, 2-0)
continued their special 2024
campaign with their sixth
win on the road in seven
opportunities. This was
their first victory over the
Mavericks (10-6, 0-2 WAC)
since joining the NCAA
Division I ranks, now 1-1 on
the road at UTA.

“What an intense match!”
head coach Elianne Douglas-
Miron said. “UTA has not lost
very many this year, we knew
we would all have to battle
to win. Our energy was great
from the start. UTA played
two good doubles matches
but the team rallied back
and fought for every singles
point. Martha (Makantasi)
and Elsa (Boisson) had very
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Texans ended up with five singles victories to come back and take down UT Arlington 5-2 on the road.

tough matches but dug their
teeth in and battled. I am
proud of Ximena (Morales)
and Emma (Persson) for their
performances today. After
losing their first set, both of
them elevated their game
and fought hard for a win.
Getting the win on Court 4
with Noelia (Lorca) was a nice
way to end a very competi-
tive match.”

The Texans went 2-1 in
their three-match week and
are one of three teams to
start conference play 2-0.
They have the tied-fewest
overall losses in the WAC
and the second most wins,
only behind Grand Canyon
at 14-2.

To start Sunday at the
UTA Tennis Center, the
Texans lost just their sec-
ond doubles point in their
13th match. The Mavericks
won the first two doubles
matches on Courts 1-2, as
Tara Gorinsek and Mariana
Manyoma-Velasquez de-
feated Makantasi and
Maretha Burger 6-3 on Court
1, and Bruna Casasampere
and Francisca Vergara took
down Boisson and Morales

6-1 on Court 2. Lorca and
Persson picked up a win on
Court 3 for the Texans 6-4
over Ana Paula Jimenez and
Sarina Reinertsen. Lorca
and Persson are now 9-1
together.

UTA started singles play
with a victory to go up 2-0 in
the team score, which was
the last point they’d take
on the day. The Mavericks’
Casasampere defeated
Adeliya Mukhutdinova 6-4
6-4 on Court 6.

The Texans then rattled off
five straight victories, with
all five matches three-set
affairs.

First, Makantasi defeated
Manyoma-Velasquez 2-6 6-3
6-4 on Court 3 to improve to
11-2 on the year.

Then, Persson snapped a
five-match losing streak with
a comeback win of her own,
taking it on the top court 1-6
6-4 6-3 over Gorinsek.

Morales’ comeback was
next, winning on Court 5 3-6
6-2 6-4 against Vergara. This
was Morales’ second singles
match of the year and her
first victory this season.

On Court 2 in front of a

strong showing of Texan
Nation, Boisson clinched the
team victory 6-7(5) 6-4 6-4
over Reinertsen. Boisson is
now 9-4 overall, 9-3 at the
No. 2 position.

Lorca finished with the
fifth straight singles win
on Court 4, defeating Paula
Jimenez 7-6(6) 4-6 4-1. The
match was retired due to
an injury to Paula Jimenez.
Lorca improved her team-
leading singles record to
12-1.

Just five regular season
matches remain for the
Texans before the WAC
Tournament, four of which
will happen in Stephenville.
The Texans announced
Saturday they will open the
new Tarleton Tennis Facility
Thursday for their match
against Utah Tech at 11 am.
There will be a pre-match
ribbon cutting ceremony at
10:30 a.m.

“We are excited to come
back home and play on
our new courts Thursday,”
Douglas-Miron said. “We
hope to see everyone out
there and I know the girls
will put on a good show.”

Cade breaks school record for women’s pole vault

Tarleton State University

WACO - Hannah Cade
highlighted the Texans’
time at the 2024 Clyde Hart
Invitational as she broke the
school record for the wom-
en’s pole vault previously
held by current Texan and
teammate Sage Barmettler.

March 22-23, 12 student-
athletes moved into the
top-10 all-time in program
history across 12 different
events.

FIELD

Cade set the new mark to
beat for the women’s pole
vault Friday afternoon on the
Brazos in Waco after vault-
ing 4.00 meters and finish-
ing sixth at the 2024 Clyde
Hart Invitational. She took
the school record from cur-
rent teammate and Texan
Sage Barmettler who set the
record at 3.72 meters during
the 2023 season.

Sofia DeGroot moved to
fourth all-time in program
history in two different
events with the first being
in the women’s long jump.
She turned in a jump of 5.93
meters finishing seventh

in Waco taking over fourth
all-time from Texan Hall of
Famer Lacey Adkisson (2003,
5.92 meters). DeGroot then
moved to fourth all-time in
the women’s triple jump fol-
lowing her leap of 12.14 me-
ters as she took fifth place

at the Invitational. Brianna
Arline (2021) previously held
fourth all-time with a jump
of 11.97 meters.

Kassidy Kirkpatrick round-
ed out the women'’s field side
of things as she entered the
top-10 all-time in program
history for the women’s high
jump. Kirkpatrick jumped
1.68 meters moving her into
10th all-time.

Two athletes on the men’s
side both now sit in the top-
10 all-time in program his-
tory in the men’s pole vault.
Jacob Thomas is now third
all-time following his vault
of 4.90 meters as he fin-
ished eighth in Waco. Aston
Kollatschny turned in a vault
of 4.45 meters to move into
the top-10 at 10th.

TRACK
Seven athletes put them-
selves in the top-10 all-time

in program history after
their weekend in Waco.

Starting with the women,
Morgan Lamberson is now
just one away from the
school record in the wom-
en’s 800 meter as she ran a
2:12.31 putting her sec-
ond all-time behind former
Texan Jenna Brazeal (2022,
2:12.13). She finished fourth
at the 2024 Clyde Hart
Invitational. Lamberson also
moved into the top-10 in the
women’s 1500 meter as she
crossed the finish line with a
time of 4:38.24.

Taylor McFarland moved
herself into the top-10 all-
time in two different events
following her performances
this weekend. She sits just
one spot away from a school
record in the women’s 400
meter as she finished with a
time of 55.09 sitting behind
current Texan and teammate
Hanna Dudley (2023, 55.03).
McFarland cracked the top-
10 for the women’s 200 me-
ter dash following her time
of 24.62 meters.

Sage Lancaster trailed just
a couple seconds behind
teammate Lamberson as

Lancaster moved to fifth all-
time in the women’s 1500
meter with a time of 4:40.55.
Former Texan Brazeal (2023)
sits between the two at
fourth all-time with a time of
4:39.37.

Bryah Davis rounded
things out for the women’s
portion of the track events
as she moved to seventh all-
time in the women’s 100 me-
ter dash following her time
of 11.87.

Three student-athletes
on the men’s side put their
names in the record books.

Angel Gomez and Angel
Contreras both sit in the top-
10 in the men’s 1500 meter.
Contreras crossed the finish
line with a time of 3:52.86
moving him to sixth all-time
and finished fourth at the
2024 Clyde Hart Invitational.
Gomez followed not far
behind turning in a time of
3:56.55 and moving to ninth
all-time and finishing eighth
in Waco.

Caterrin Cox closed things
out for the Texans moving
to fifth all-time in the men’s
110 meter hurdles with a
time of 14.27.
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COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Hannah Cade highlighted the Texans'time at the 2024 Clyde
Hart Invitational as she broke the school record for the women's
pole vault previously held by current Texan and teammate Sage

Barmettler.

Tarleton State record-breaking season comes to an end

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — The
Tarleton State Texans men’s
basketball team saw its sea-
son come to an end at the
hands of the Purdue Fort
Wayne Mastodons, 73-72
in the semifinal round of
The College Insider.com
Postseason Tournament
March, 25 in Wisdom Gym.

The Texans’ record-break-
ing season broke the D1 era
record with 25 wins and 16
conference wins. Tarleton
reached the semifinals of
both the WAC Tournament
and the CIT presented by BSN
SPORTS for the first time in
school history. Tarleton State
hosted its first division I post-
season by hosting the CIT the
past two weeks. With the win,
the Mastodons advance to
the championship to take on
Norfolk State.

For the first time this sea-
son, Adam Moussa led the
Texans in scoring with 16
points, 11 coming in the sec-

ond half alone. Four Texans
scored in double figures with
Moussa leading the 26-point
bench effort. Devon Barnes
added 14 points while Jakorie
Smith (13) and KiAndre
Gaddy (10) also reached dou-
ble digits.

Smith led the team with
seven boards and three steals.
Moussa notched a game-high
four assists and tied Traivar
Jackson for the team lead in
blocks.

In a high scoring first half,
the Texans led for all but
the first 44 seconds. With
the Mastodons leading, 4-3,
Barnes gave the Texans the
lead for the remainder of the
half, sinking the first Texan
triple of the game. Barnes
claimed the defensive board
and took it coast-to-coast for
his own mini 5-0 run.

With the Texans leading
13-10, back-to-back buckets
by the Texan bench increased
the Texans’ lead to 18-10.
Izzy Miles drained his fifth
three of the season followed

by a Moussa mid-range jump-
er. Purdue FW executed an 8-0
run via a pair of triples and a
layup to knot the game at 18.

Tarleton led 24-20 before
using its longest run of the
half to open up its biggest
lead of the first 20. Originated
by a Jackson three-point play,
Moussa followed with a triple
almost a minute-and-a-half
later. The final point of the
Texans’ run came when Smith
made the back end of his two
free throw attempts, to give
the Purple and White a 31-20
lead.

Yet again, the Mastodons
closed their deficit quickly
with Anthony Roberts nailing
a pair of back-to-back triples
to cut the Texans’ lead to five
with just over six minutes
remaining in the half, 33-26.
The teams swapped baskets
over the next few minutes
with Tarleton’s lead never
growing above eight. A mini
4-0 run by Smith gave the
Texans a 39-30 lead with 2:38
to go.

In the final two minutes,
Purdue FW outscored the
Texans 6-2 with Tarleton
taking a 41-36 lead into the
break. Both teams shot 45%
from the floor, with the edge
in triples going to Purdue FW.
No individuals scored more
than nine in the first 20.

The Mastodons controlled
the second half coming
right of out the locker room.
Purdue FW cut its deficit
to just a point with back-
to-back buckets, 41-40.
Three-pointers by Smith and
Williams gave the Texans
their largest lead of the half,
48-42, with 14:39 remaining.

Purdue FW battled over the
next eight minutes tying the
game five times, but never
gaining the lead. With the
Texans leading, 58-56, Purdue
FW grabbed its first lead af-
ter the break on an 11-0 run.
Four different players con-
tributed in the run including
a triple by Anthony Roberts.
The Mastodons reached their
largest lead of the night,

67-58.

Tarleton State responded
in the final four minutes with
a 10-0 run to regain the lead,
70-69. Barnes started the
resurgence with a made free
throw followed by a pair of
Smith free throws. Trailing
69-63, Moussa hit a pull-up
triple with 1:55 remaining
to bring the Texans within
three. The Texans forced
a Mastodon turnover and
Barnes drove the lane for a
layup to cut the deficit to one
with just 1:24 to go.

Another turnover caused by
Williams resulted in Moussa
sinking a pair of free throws
to take a 70-69 lead with 46
ticks left. The Mastodons
drove down the floor for a la-
yup to give the Mastodons the
advantage once again. Barnes
made a pair of free throws af-
ter drawing the foul far from
the basket to give the Texans
the lead again, 72-71 with 30
remaining.

In the final 30 seconds, the
Mastodons found the bottom

of the net after a bucket in the
paint to take the lead for the
final time. The Texans came
up the floor where Williams
was unable to get his triple to
fall, but Moussa grabbed the
offensive board. A question-
able whistle signaled a time-
out called by the Texans that
drew confusion on its origin,
but alas, the Texans had the
ball with 4.82 seconds to go
on a sideline inbound. The
ball found the hands of Smith
but his floating hook shot hit
the rim giving the Mastodons
the 73-72 victory.

Tarleton State shot 39.3%
from the floor and 30.4%
from deep, both marks were
bested by the Mastodons.
The Texans won the turnover
battle yet again, 15-13 but
lost the battle of the boards,
40-35.

Head coach Billy Gillispie
will resume the head coach-
ing role next season after
his contract was extended
through the 2025-26 season.
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GISD to expand dual lan

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

The Granbury Independent
School District’s dual lan-
guage program now has plans
for expansion beginning in
the fall of 2024, due to the in-
creasing enrollment numbers.

During the regularly sched-
uled Granbury ISD school
board meeting March 25,
Stacie Brown, director of cur-
riculum and instruction, gave
an updated report on the dis-
trict’s bilingual program.

“Over the course of the
23-24 school year — this
school year specifically — our
elementary, as well as our
secondary emergent bilingual
population, and our dual lan-
guage population has grown
significantly,” Brown said.
“Specifically, our total num-
bers in our emergent bilin-
gual population have grown
165 students this year up un-
til this point, and there’s nine
that are still in process.”

In grades K-5, dual lan-
guage classes alone have
increased by 76 students —
bringing the district’s total

number of dual language stu-
dents to 324.

Brown explained that in
order to provide the space
needed to accommodate the
outstanding growth, the dual
language program will be ex-
panding to be offered at both
Nettie Baccus Elementary
School as well as Brawner
Elementary School.

“Beginning in the 24-25
school year, dual language
students that are zoned to
Baccus Elementary and Oak
Woods that are currently
attending at Brawner will
be attending the dual lan-
guage program at Baccus
Elementary, so we are ex-
panding,” Brown said.

Brawner Principal Sandy
Ruiz, Brawner Assistant
Principal Julie Sellers,
Granbury Middle School
Principal Julie Rohleder,
STEAM Academy at
Mambrino Instructional
Specialist Nuvia Velasquez,
ESL/Bilingual Coordinator
Kristina Sosebee and newly
hired Baccus Principal Lacey
Padgett will soon be imple-
menting the transition plan
regarding staffing and will be
communicating with families

www.hcnews.com

about the change.

“This expansion will maxi-
mize the best possible usage
of our elementary facilities
and provide balance district
wide of all our K-5 enroll-
ment,” Brown said. “It takes
Baccus up 120 students, and
it drops Brawner 120 stu-
dents, bringing Brawner to
795 and Baccus to about 585.
In the beginning of the 24-

25 school year, all elemen-

tary campuses will then be

at or above their functional
capacity.”

Superintendent Jeremy
Glenn told Brown he knows
this process has been a heavy
lift — especially for Brawner
staff, as he said they have
been experiencing the pain of
enrollment numbers crushing
their campus.

“This is our chance to offer
alittle bit of relief to Brawner
(by moving some students)
to the only campus that re-
ally has any room available
right now,” Glenn said. “It’s
amove that we feel like is a
positive one moving forward.
To have two bilingual cam-
puses in the district is going
to be ultimately a good thing
long-term for our campus,
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YOUTUBE SCREENSHT OF GRANBURY ISD BOARD MEETING

Stacie Brown, Granbury ISD’s director of curriculum and instruction, talks about the district’s expanding dual
language program during a regularly scheduled GISD Board of Trustees meeting on March 25. Also pictured
are STEAM Academy at Mambrino Instructional Specialist Nuvia Velasquez, Brawner Elementary School
Assistant Principal Julie Sellers, newly hired Nettie Baccus Principal Lacey Padgett and Brawner Elementary

School Principal Sandy Ruiz.

and then obviously, we’ll

see where the bond election
goes in May. But we can’t wait
three years for a new school
to be built. We have to do
something now, so this is the
answer to providing relief at
Brawner.”

Board President Barbara
Townsend also asked newly
hired Lacey Padgett if it was
correct that she had experi-
ence with a bilingual program

in the past.

“I'm excited to say that in
one of my former districts,
I actually ended up bringing
the one-way dual language
program to our entire dis-
trict,” Padgett said. “I think
it’s a great way to come to-
gether as a community and
really just celebrate our cul-
tural pieces we have here in
Granbury. I think the biggest
thing is gonna be the transi-

tion and ensuring that the
parents and the teachers as
well as the students feel like
they’re part of the Baccus
Elementary family, so Ilook
forward to that.”

“Well, I think we're very
blessed to have someone
that already understands the
program,” Townsend said.
“Between the two of you
(Brown and Padgett), we're in
great shape.”

TRYON

FROM PAGE B1

more infielder and pitcher for
the Rattlers baseball team.
He also split time between
the junior varsity and varsity
in football as the Rattlers
reached the Class 2A Division
I state championship game
this past season.

“This year has been a lot
of ups and downs with my
brother and me, and not one
time did my parents ever
doubt their ability of being
good, loving parents who are
strong for their kids,” she
said. “T also wanted to thank
my brother for always being
there for me, no matter what
was going on. I look at him
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either in the stands or out

on that field succeeding and
having fun with the sport that
he loves (and that) makes me
happy.”

REACHING A MILESTONE
Reaching her 500th strike-
out was a memorable accom-
plishment. However, Tryon
said looking back, she felt like
anything but a standout when
she first joined the varsity.
“My freshman year I came
into high school as a 14-year-
old going against girls that
were 16 to 18 years old,”
she said. “I wasn’t ready for
the position Iwas in, butI
stepped up and had to learn
how to deal with this on my
own and to control only the
things I could control, which
was myself.”
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Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to
determine the phrase.
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BUNNIES ARE A SYMBOL
OF NEW LIFE. THIS IS

WHY THEY ARE
ASSOCIATED WITH
EASTER.

CRFA

Behind Acton Elementary

3015 James Rd.
Granbury, TX
817-326-5330

Along with the leadership
of Collie, Tryon credits her
parents with encouraging and
teaching her about more than
just softball.

“I couldn’t have done it
without my dad. To this day
he is the one Ilook at in the
stands when I need a safe
space. My mom is the reason I
am the character I am in that
circle every game. I look at
her every time I need to get
out of my head or just to find
a space that I canlook at and
be calm,” she said.

COMING BACK FROM INJURY
Tryon’s senior season did
not start off the way she
wanted. A knee injury side-
lined her for two-and-a-half
weeks.
“I have a fracture inside of

ippity-hoppi-

ty, Easter is just

around the cor-

ner, arriving on
March 31st this year! This
egg-citing holiday brings
joy and delight to kids all
over the world as they em-
bark on festive adventures
and celebrate the spirit of
renewal.

Easter Sunday is the high-
light of the celebration, and
children eagerly anticipate
the time-honored tradi-
tion of Easter egg hunts.
Colorful eggs, carefully hid-

my tibia and patella that is
filled with blood in my left
knee,” she described.

When she did return in the
District 11-2A opener against
rival Lipan, she did so in
grand style. Tryon pitched a
four-hit shutout and struck
out11.

“She came out ready to take
back the time she lost on the
mound,” Collie said.

As of the writing of this ar-
ticle, Tryon had pitched 32.1
innings with a 4.0 record, 58
strikeouts and a 1.299 earned
run average.

When she comes to bat her-
self, as of this article she had
yet to strike out this season.
She is a threat at the plate
every time she comes to bat,
posting a .600 batting aver-
age, .800 slugging percentage

den in gardens and parks,
transform into treasures
waiting to be discovered.
Kids grab their baskets,
ready to fill them with eggs
adorned in pastel hues,
each one holding the prom-
ise of delightful surprises.
The Easter Bunny, that
whimsical creature with
long ears and a fluffy tail,
plays a central role in the
festivities. Children imag-
ine the bunny hopping
from house to house, leav-
ing behind baskets filled
with goodies for those who

with 15 hits, 14 runs batted
in.

LEAVING HER LEGACY
“Reese’s dedication and
drive for the game has left
alegacy of a successful
program,” Collie said. “She
knows the importance of be-
ing a team player and loving
her teammates. I know for
fact these past four years
have created memories she
will cherish for a lifetime.
“She inspires younger
players to play and learn the
game. She teaches young
players how to pitch and hit.
She encourages young pitch-
ers who are now in her shoes,
and at the end of this season
she will pass the baton of
success on to our freshman

have been especially good.
Decorating eggs is a cher-
ished Easter activity, allow-
ing kids to showcase their
creativity. Whether dipped
in vibrant dyes, adorned
with stickers, or trans-
formed into little works of
art, these eggs become fes-
tive symbols of the season.
Easter is also a time for
reflection and gratitude.
Families often attend spe-
cial church services, cele-
brating the renewal of hope
and the joy of new begin-
nings. It's a day for families

pitcher Lillie Uselton.”

Collie added that Tryon is
now and will be defined in life
by much more than her soft-
ball success, but even more
by her success as a person.

“My reason for coaching
is to build relationships and
mentor young ladies, guiding
them to become strong, con-
fident, kind young ladies, la-
dies who believe they are im-
portant and understand they
have a great purpose in their
life outside of high school,”
she said. “You become a
mother figure to them.

“To say the least I have en-
joyed watching Reese grow
into the young lady she is
today. She is ready to take
on the world outside of high
school softball,” Collie said.

to come together, share
delicious meals, and ap-
preciate the love that binds
them.

As flowers bloom and
the weather warms, Easter
is a wonderful time for
kids to revel in the beau-
ty of nature, spend time
outdoors, and indulge in
delicious treats that mark
this special occasion. So, on
March 31st, let the egg-cite-
ment unfold, and may your
Easter be filled with laugh-
ter, love, and the joy of new
beginnings
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Color and
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2111 E.Hwy. 377
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Ben Musquez: Vietnam veteran, B,
sky soldier, smoke Jumper

BY EDEN DUNCAN

GILBREATH
Special to the Hood
County News

It’s been years since Ben
Musquez jumped out of an
airplane.

Abit over a decade ago
Musquez was 82 years young
on his last jump. He did so
with a team of former sol-
diers all there for the same
reason — to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary
of the U.S. Army’s 173rd
Airborne Brigade. It would
be his 300th jump, and out
of a C-47, no less. Musquez
counted days not only as a
“sky soldier” but as a “smoke
jumper” as well.

At 93, Musquez, now of
Granbury, resides with his
bride of 71 years in their
immaculate and beauti-
fully decorated home. On
the walls are photos of the
family they are so proud
of. Six children were born
to the Musquez couple and
five remain. Their fam-
ily has grown to include
many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Behind the Musquez abode

is a small, tidy building that
displays the memorabilia of
Musquez’ memorable life.
It’s an impressive collection.
Both Musquez and his wife
Maria remain active and can
recall minute details of their
amazing journey together.

Musquez’ mother died
when he was just 18 months
old. He was raised mostly by
his grandparents and then
aunts and uncles.

Musquez is old enough
to remember boys from his
community in Sabinal who
didn’t return from World
War II. He can still recall
the wails of a woman who
had lost a young man who
was like a son to her. Of the
20-something young men
drafted from the tiny south
Texas community Musquez
hails from, 11 did not return.

“There were many who hat-
ed the military. They hated
the war. And I could under-
stand that. But I felt differ-
ently. We need the military,”
shares Musquez. Musquez
decided he would enlist as
soon as he was old enough
and did so in 1949 at the age
of 17.

“When I signed up, I told
everyone right then I was

going to be career military.”
Musquez served for almost
30 years through the Korean
Conflict and two tours in
Vietnam.

He was first assigned to
AA Artillery at Fort Bliss. The
unit was ready to deploy to
Korea when the mission was
cancelled.

Musquez and some bud-
dies attended a matinee in
town one afternoon. They
heard the roar of a low flying
plane. On the plane’s second
run, a paratrooper jumped
onto the parade field in front
of them.

“Wow! So right after that I
said, ‘Man, there it is. I've got
to go Airborne!””

A buddy of Musquez’ de-
cided to go Airborne as well.
Musquez’ recommendation
helped his friend acquire a
spot. They stayed in touch all
these years until his friend
died of COVID.

When he got his orders,
Musquez was assigned to the
82nd Airborne at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina. “The 82nd
Airborne went on maneuvers
once a year for three months.
I'went on a maneuver and
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At 93, Musquez, now of Granbury, resides with his bride of 71 years in theirimmaculate and beautifully
decorated home. On the walls are photos of the family they are so proud of

Total eclipse of the smart: A guide to
photographing the eclipse with your iPhone

BY: MICKY SHEARON
special to Hood
County News

Get ready to point your
iPhones to the sky. A jaw-
dropping total solar eclipse is
cruising over North America
soon, and you've got a front-
row seat to capture it all with
the gadget in your pocket.

While the pros may lug
around their hefty gear for
those breathtaking, maga-
zine-worthy shots, the most
shared snaps are going to
pop from the smartphones of
everyday eclipse enthusiasts
like you. And guess what?
With a sprinkle of savvy and
a dash of DIY, you can snag
some seriously impressive
celestial selfies. Let’s dive
into a few simple yet super-
effective tips to help you nab
that perfect eclipse picture
with nothing more than your
trusty iPhone.

SAFETY GEAR: A MUST FOR
YOU AND YOUR TECH

Top of the list, and non-ne-
gotiable: protect those peep-
ers and your iPhone camera
with a solar filter. That's
right, staring at the sun is bad
news, and snapping it without
a filter is just as risky. Local
astronomer and astropho-
tographer Rick Mallek puts
it bluntly, “Even though you
will be tempted, never ever
look at the sun or the eclipse
without eye protection. Just a
very few seconds can damage
your eyes or the electronics
in your cameras and phones.
Take it seriously. Wear eye
protection and take pictures
only through approved ISO
filters.”

Eclipse glasses and solar fil-
ters are inexpensive and can
still be ordered online and de-
livered before the big eclipse
on April 8. However, if you
wait too long to order and
can’t get the proper safety
gear, Mallek has another sug-
gestion. “Another option is to
go to one of the local gather-
ing places that will have local
astronomers present and will
have the appropriate view-
ing equipment to enjoy the
eclipse.”

FLASH OFF: KEEP THE NIGHT,
KEEP THE MAGIC

If you're inside the path of
totality, there’s one thing you
must do to your smartphone
— disable the flash before
totality. Using flash won'’t
help your photography, and
worse, it will detract from the
experience of totality for ev-
eryone around you, and you
can expect groans and moans

in your direction.

LENS MATTERS: SKIP THE
DIGITAL PINCH

Digital zoom is the archen-
emy of clarity in smartphone
photography, especially dur-
ing an eclipse. Pinching your
screen to zoom is a surefire
way to get grainy, smudgy
photos. If your iPhone isn’t
equipped with a separate tele-
photo lens, resist the urge to
zoom. Instead, grab a zoom
lens attachment for your
iPhone—prices range from
about $20-$40 for a decent
12x to 18x magnification. It’s
a small investment for a leap
in quality, allowing you to dis-
cern the sun’s corona and its
majestic shape.

WIDE ANGLE: THE BIGGER
PICTURE

If accessories aren’t your
thing, there’s another route:
embrace the wide angle.
Zooming out can capture the
eclipse in context, framed by
the local environment. This
technique nets you a more
storytelling image, where
the eclipse plays a partin a
larger scene, etching a mo-
ment in time complete with
its own setting.

FOCUS LIKE A PRO: PRECI-
SION COUNTS

Your iPhone is many
things, but it’s not telepath-
ic. Tt can’t read the celestial
script without your directo-
rial input. Practice on the
moon — eclipse’s under-
study — in the days leading
up to the eclipse to under-
stand how to handle focus
and exposure. OniOS cam-
era apps, tapping an object
will center a box around it.
This locks the focus manu-
ally. It will also show a little
sun icon. This is the expo-
sure slider. Drag it down
until you see details on the
moon image.

BURST FOR BRILLIANCE:
DIAMOND RING IN THE SKY
Totality’s grand finale is
the diamond ring effect —
an ephemeral sparkle just
before the moon completely
cloaks the sun. It’s a split-
second marvel that won’t wait
for slow fingers. Burst mode
is your ticket to capturing
this fleeting gem. To capture
burst photos on your iPhone,
start by opening the camera
app. Then, swipe the shutter
button to the left and release
your finger when you're ready
to stop capturing!

SHOOT TOTALITY IN RAW
Totality is dark. That means

you need to think like an as-
trophotographer and shoot in
RAW image format. RAW im-
ages retain the original sensor
data and skip the built-in pro-
cessing, which your smart-
phone automatically applies
to JPEGs. RAW images espe-
cially thrive in low-light situ-
ations (like an eclipse) and

in those with a high dynamic
range (like a sunset).

If you have an iPhone 12
or iPhone 13 (any model)
and iOS 15 or later, you can
take classic RAW photos with
a third-party camera app
such as Halide, Yamera, or
Camera+ 2 using all iPhone
lenses. If you have an iPhone
12 Pro or iPhone 13 Pro,
or any more recent iPhone
models, you can use Apple
ProRAW with all lenses.

To enable Apple ProRAW
on your iPhone, navigate to
settings, select camera, tap
on formats, and then turn on
the option for Apple ProRAW
under photo capture.

However, be forewarned,
since RAW images take up
considerably more space,
it’s wise to make sure you
have plenty of room on your
smartphone, perhaps clear-
ing out unwanted photos and
apps before eclipse day.

EDITING MAGIC: POST-
ECLIPSE ALCHEMY

Here’s a secret: the magic
often happens after the
event. With RAW images, you
can tweak and tune to your
heart’s content with smart-
phone apps like Snapseed,
Darkroom, Afterlight or
VSCO. The finished result will
have much more dynamic
range, color and detail than
any JPEG your smartphone’s
built-in camera app produces.

STABILITY IS KEY: TRIPOD
AND SHUTTER REMOTE

Take my advice: use a tri-
pod and some sort of remote
shutter for low-light imagery.
The vibration of your hands
will be enough to smear the
image and make it very dif-
ficult to focus on it. This is a
once-in-a-lifetime event for
most people, so you don’t
want to be all lined up for the
perfect shot and have it turn
out blurry and smeared.

If you have an Apple Watch,
you can easily activate your
iPhone’s camera shutter
hands-free from your watch.
If you don't have an Apple
Watch, any type of inexpen-
sive Bluetooth shutter activa-
tor will work just fine and will
make a world of difference in
the quality of your photos.

SCENE AND SEEN: CAPTURE
THE HUMANITY OF THE
ECLIPSE

The eclipse is the star, but
the audience is part of the
show. Snap the reactions,
the ambiance, the collective
breath-holding. These candid
shots are as priceless as the
astronomical phenomenon it-
self. A time-lapse can capture
the atmosphere’s transforma-
tion, offering a visual timeline
of the event.

TOTALITY: THE MOMENT
OF TRUTH

But let’s not forget why
we’re here. When the sun and
moon align in their cosmic
dance, make sure to experi-
ence it with more than just
your camera lens. The digital
keepsake is priceless, but
the personal memory is the
true treasure. Be present for
the spectacle and let your
senses revel in the universe’s
grandeur.

THE TAKEAWAY: BE AN
ECLIPSE ASTRONAUT WITH
YOUR IPHONE

You're now equipped with
the knowledge to turn your
iPhone into a stellar observa-
tory. Come April 8, with your
viewing glasses, solar filter,
and iPhone in hand, you’ll be
ready to capture the eclipse
like a pro. Remember, prepa-
ration meets opportunity —
this is your chance to seize
an out-of-this-world moment
with a device that fits in your
pocket.

Whether you're shooting
the darkness of totality, the
brilliance of the diamond ring
or the wonder in a stranger’s
eyes, each photo tells a story.
Be the narrator of your own
celestial saga, and let your
iPhone be the pen with which
you write a visual chapter
in your life’s adventure. The
solar eclipse is a reminder of
the vast, beautiful universe
we’re a part of, and your pho-
tographs can be a bridge be-
tween that cosmic ballet and
the earthbound spectators.

There’s a reason eclipses
have captivated humans
throughout history. They’re
not just celestial phenomena;
they’re shared experiences
that transcend the ordinary,
turning our gazes upward
and our thoughts inward. As
you use your iPhone to chron-
icle this celestial moment,
remember that you're not
just a spectator but an active
participant in a story as old as
time itself.

micky@hcnews.com
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“It's all creativity and it fits every aspect of life,” Sue Bagwell.”We
did put on areally great spread, so it’s worth it to come for that if
nothingelse.”

Artful Blooms
floral art show

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Spring has officially
sprung — and what better
way to stop and smell the
roses than with the Lake
Granbury Art Association’s
Artful Blooms Art Show?

Open to the public now
through April 12 at the
Shanley House Art Gallery,
LGAA’s Artful Blooms Small
Group Art Show features
artwork in a variety of medi-
ums surrounding the beau-
tiful springtime favorite:
flowers.

“There was a group of
eight artists that got togeth-
er that belong to LGAA,”
member Sue Bagwell told
the Hood County News. “We
were all painting flowers at
the time, and we said, ‘Let’s
do a floral show.” We change
the exhibit once a month,
and there are several exhib-
its that are for the entire
LGAA membership, but
then there are other months
that are open if somebody
wants to do a group show.”

Artful Blooms is a collec-
tion of exotic, alluring and
surreal floral works of art,
according to the LGAA web-
site. The artists who created
these works are diverse in
the use of their media such
as oil, acrylic, watercolor
and collage with an inter-

mixture of techniques.

Artist Gayle Bunch served
as chairperson for the
Artful Blooms Small Group
Art Show. Others who
contributed to the show
include: Eole Ernspiger,
Irma Ward, Linda Doutre,
Margie Whittington, Paula
Pillow, Suzanne McNeill and
Bagwell.

“Everybody has a differ-
ent style, which I think just
really adds to any show,
but this group has painted
together off and on for the
last seven or eight years,”
Bagwell said. “We just kind
of meet together in some-
one’s home and paint.”

She explained that for this
show, each artist created
anywhere from five to 12
pieces and used a variety of
mediums for every creation.

“You can see so many
different styles from real-
ism to totally nonobjec-
tive, or abstract,” Bagwell
explained. “Some are even
learning more toward
fantasy.”

Bagwell showed off one
of her creations and said
her style involves painting
negatively, where an artist
paints around the subject
rather than on the subject.

“All my flowers were sort
of made up,” she said. “It
was already a painting, and

PLEASE SEE BLOOMS | C2
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Staff Writer
ashley@hcnews.com

Families of the Rancho
Brazos Community Centers
will be blessed beyond mea-
sure this Easter, thanks to
the generosity of Emmanuel
Lutheran Church and other
local businesses.

Sally Adamson, evangelism
chairman, and church mem-
ber Ruth Posavac collaborat-
ed with several other church
volunteers to organize 73
Easter dinners for Rancho
Brazos families Monday,
March 25.

Each basket contained a
$20 gift card for meat, a box
of mashed potato mix, a can
of corn, a can of green beans,

rolls and a boxed dessert of
either brownie or cake mixes.

Adamson explained that
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
did a similar project sever-
al years ago, and when she
heard Rancho Brazos was
requesting help with Easter
dinners, she took the task to
heart.

“I'felt like that was some-
thing I was called for us to do
and they were just thrilled
that we were taking this on,”
she said.

“What an amazing bless-
ing,” Rancho Brazos
Executive Director Sharla
Caro said, as church volun-
teers were putting together
the Easter dinners.

The church received do-
nations from Good Spirit

www.hcnews.com

An amazing blessing’

Episcopal Church, Kroger,
H-E-B and David’s Grocery.
Adamson said individu-
als outside of the congre-
gation also sent monetary
donations, as they had heard
about the project and felt
compelled to help.
“(Rancho Brazos) request-
ed dinners for 73 families,
which was overwhelming.
Ididn’t think there was
any way we’d ever get that
much,” Adamson said. “But
we have and it’s amazing.”
She said whatever food
is left over will also be do-
nated to the Rancho Brazos
Community Centers’ food
pantry.
“This congregation has
blessed us, the stores in the
community have blessed us,

and it just gives me goose-
bumps how much we'’ve
been blessed because Sally
and I had our doubts about
how much we were overstep-
ping,” Posavac said.

“We didn’t think we could
do this,” Adamson said,
chiming in. “We were just
gonna do the best we could
do — but it turned out even
better than I had imagined.”

Adamson added she was
thrilled with the outpouring
of generosity from not only
the community, but mem-
bers of Emmanuel Lutheran
Church as well.

“God has been at work
in this project, and in the
hearts of all these people,”
she added. “It has truly been
a community-wide effort.”

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Several members of the Emmanuel Lutheran Church congregation spent the morning of Monday, March 25, filling up bags of food to
donate to Rancho Brazos Community Centers.

BLOOMS
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I didn’t care for it. It was a
portrait, so I turned it upside
down and where there was a
suggestion of flowers, I made
flowers. It’s just painting
negatively and finding your
shape.”

The current Artful Blooms
display is available for
viewing Monday through
Saturday from 10 am.- 4
p.m. and Sunday 1-4 p.m. at
the Shanley House Gallery,
224 N. Travis St.

“Everything that’s up here

is for sale,” Bagwell said. “I
would also love to encourage
the public to attend our Last
Saturday Gallery Night Meet
the Artist event.”

The Meet the Artist event
will be held Saturday, March
30, from 5-8 p.m., also at the
Shanley House Gallery.

“We’re right here on the
verge of spring,” Bagwell
said. “And I think flowers are
something that everybody
can enjoy.”

She said during the art
shows, she often asks at-
tendees and young children
to tell her their favorite
painting as it “challenges the

person to look a little closer.”

“It’s all creativity and it
fits every aspect of life,” she
said. “We did put on a really
great spread, so it’s worth it
to come for that if nothing
else.”

Bagwell also encourages
Hood County residents to be-
come a member of the Lake
Granbury Art Association.

“Our building is fabu-
lous, and I feel like the Lake
Granbury Art Association
is almost a hidden treasure
here,” she said. “One of the
ways I think we're special is
that there’s people who say;,
‘Oh, I've always wanted to

paint, but I just don’t know
how.” We offer so many dif-
ferent levels of people who
paint. You don’t even have
to call yourself an artist be-
cause it’s for everybody at
every level.”

LGAA offers workshops
and different classes, like the
Monday Portrait Class from 9
a.m.-noon, Wednesday Open
Studio from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
and Thursday instruction by
Kathy Yoders from 1-4 p.m.

For more information
about the Artful Blooms ex-
hibit or the LGAA, visit lake-
granburyart.blogspot.com
online.

25% OFF!
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ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY
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The Lake Granbury Art
Association’s Artful Blooms
Art Show will be on display at
the Shanley House Art Gallery,
224 N.Travis St., from now until
April 12. Individuals can tour
the display Monday through
Saturday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
and Sunday 1-4 p.m.

-

www.mattressville.com

OUR OFFICE IS NOW OFFERING
NEUROPATHY TREATMENT
Our treatment is 100% Non-Invasive * No Side
Effects * Get Relief with No Surgery,
Shots or Medications.

CALL TODAY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
OUR NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

WHAT IS
PERIPHERAL
NEUROPATHY?

Peripheral neuropathy is ¢

a condition where nerves @
are damaged causing Q
weakness, burning pain,
numbness, tingling, and °
debilitating balance o
problems. .

AN

CHIROPRACTIC

The damage to the nerves
can be caused by many
different problems in
the body. Poor blood
flow to the nerves, toxic
levels of sugar in the
blood (diabetes), chronic
infections, pesticide
exposure and genetic
variants are a few of the
causes of this debilitating
condition. The cause is
different for every patient
and it must be discovered
to help the nerves heal!

817-579-9444

2441 E US HWY 377
Ste. 101
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COURTESY OF AVIVA GRANBURY
AVIVA Granbury sponsored
Rancho Brazos Community
Centers'Easter egg hunt for 2024.
Five children also found golden
eggs during their search, AVIVA
Activity Director Rachel White
said,"We partner with (Rancho)
for multiple things throughout the
year.We love this community and
being able to bless them.”

Feather Fest

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
The Acton Nature Center’s Feather Fest was a
lively celebration of spring on March 23, featuring
educational booths, live raptors, children’s crafts,
and Wildflower Walks that attendees of all ages
enjoyed.
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There's an alternative, but it's not always a good one

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

You can grow old or... well,
you could die. Other choices:
remain grumpy in your chair,
or look out the window and
see what’s outside. You can
have joy or regrets. Gather
your years or deny them,
keep the gray or dye your
hair, live or die. You can read
these great books on aging,
and ignore what’s inside or
carpe diem.

The year before she en-
tered her 60s, Lyn Slater says
she “couldn’t find anything
to wear.” Nothing “inspired”

her, which seemed to be a
metaphor: what she put on
her body “always helped me
tell stories about myself.”

She was excited to enter
a fresh new decade of life,
though, despite being inun-
dated with reminders of her
age, which only “served to
provoke me.” She decided
to return to school, to take
classes for fashion design, to
create a new wardrobe and
anew story, and in “How to
Be Old” (Plume, $28.00), she
writes of a decade of radical
change.

On her first day of classes,

Slater noticed that she was
“the oldest person in the
room” but nobody cared;
they were more interested in
what she wore. As time pro-
gressed and she learned that
her experiences mattered,
someone mentioned that she
should have a blog. Slater
began to dream. Soon, she
began to blog.

“How to Be Old” is a de-
light that mixes a passion for
fashion with glee for a sec-
ond career and love at a later
age. Readers will be well-
served by heeding Slater’s
advice: “It’s one thing to

think about doing some-
thing; it’s another to actually
doit.”

Keep that in mind, too,
when reading “Tough
Broad” by Caroline Paul
(Bloomsbury, $27.99), who
was once a firefighter and
has always taken the wild
road. Why, she asks, do we
associate skateboarding
with youth? Who says you
can’t surf into your so-called
senior years? Adventure
seemed to be in Paul’s DNA
so why should life be any dif-
ferent as an older woman?

Here, she picks up her ac-

tive life by following several
women who've embraced
their outdoor passions, nev-
er mind age. Paul goes BASE
jumping with a 52-year-old
woman and deep diving with
an 80-year-old. She tries to
“keep up” with a 93-year-
old fast-walker. She learns

to wing-walk, to swim long
distances, kayak and paddle-
board with women older
than her mother.

And on that note, Paul
thinks about her mother.
Her mom was always willing
to join in when something
seemed like fun. These mem-

ories help Paul learn where
her adventurous streak came
from, and new adventures
help bring this book full
circle in a wonderful way.
Readers will be charmed and
inspired to try something
new, to move and dive and
breathe, no matter their age.

Libraries and bookstore
shelves are full of books
about skincare, heart health,
arthritis and joint care, and
other physical issues of ag-
ing. But if you want a book
about your inner life, these
tales of embracing your age
are nice alternatives.

VETERAN
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when I came back, I said, Tm
gonna go home and ask that
girl (to marry me).” And so I
went home to San Antonio.”

The proposal was direct.
Musquez and Maria had been
dating for five years. She
waited for him as he was in
training and serving. “Are
you going to marry me or
not? Yes? Well why didn’t
you tell me a long time ago?”
he asked her.

Maria Musquez describes
their beautiful church wed-
ding and said she insisted
that her bridesmaids wear
whatever dress they like. “I
had been a bridesmaid so
many times, and every time
we were in a wedding we
had to get a new dress. ‘Just
wear one you have, I said.””
This flexibility and humil-
ity would serve her well as a
military wife.

During their time sta-
tioned at Fort Bragg the
Musquezes saw a movie that

would change their course.

“They showed a movie
called ‘Red Skies of Montana’
with Richard Widmark and
I saw that movie and I said,
‘Oh boy!I just have to do
that. Here I was for a miliary
career. But jumping out into
the wilderness to put out a
fire ...Itold my wife, ‘You
know what, Ilove the mili-
tary but I have been think-
ing I should try some civilian
life,”” Musquez said.

Maria Musquez kept the
home fires burning in sup-
port of Musquez whether in
the military or out. To make
ends meet, she stretched the
dollar with frugal shopping
and creative cooking, and
she made many of the child-
rens’ clothes. “Thad to work
at making the dollar go far-
ther. I was very, very busy,”
Maria Musquez says with a
smile. The Musquezes both
express what blessings their
children have been.

While in the Airborne,
Musquez — already a cor-
poral — volunteered to cut
the hair of the soldiers when

no one else would. This skill
came in handy during years
out of the service, when
Musquez would use this skill
to get his barbers license.
Cutting hair created an addi-
tional income stream.

“When I got out, I came
from North Carolina to San
Antonio. I went to barber
college to have something
to do right away. And it
paid off. When I moved to
California all Thad to do was
get my license. Then I ended
up in Montana as a smoke
jumper.”

“When I started in the
California firefighting force,
the pay was $1.10 an hour.
Then when I got to smoke
jumper, I got araise to $1.75
an hour.”

Once during training he
became tangled in the para-
chute during a jump. He has
the photo to prove it. He still
landed on his feet on that
jump.

Musquez remained in the
reserves during his time as
a smoke jumper. He decided
to return to active duty mili-

tary knowing he would have
to start at the bottom again
as a buck private. Musquez
was not concerned as he
planned to apply the same
enthusiasm and hard work
ethic he always had.

“I'was soon selected for
drill sergeant duty and
later would become senior
drill sargeant at Fort Polk,
Louisiana. We were getting
feedback from Vietnam that
the trainees from Fort Polk
were some of the best.”

Knowing their lives de-
pended on their training,
Musquez took a special
interest in making sure the
young soldiers were well
prepared.

Musquez volunteered to go
to Vietnam. He told his wife
if he could save even one life
it would be worth it. At the
time, the Musquezes were
expecting their fifth child.

“Initially they put the word
out ‘No drill sergeants in
combat zones’ because they
were losing too many of
them,” Musquez said.

When he deployed to

COURTESY PHOTO
Ben and Maria Musquezin their
Granbury home. Ben Musquez
shown with his“museum”
of memorabilia. Photos also
include shots of himin training
and servinginVietnam.

Vietnam, Musquez had just
begun recovery from hernia
surgery. While he was out in
the jungle, he picked a young
sapling tree which would be
his constant companion and
literal support as he trans-
versed the landscape. He still
has the sapling which be-
came his walking stick.

There are a million stories
to tell, says Musquez, and his
recall is no less than incred-
ible. He can recall names,
places, dates and conversa-
tions. This gift will no doubt
be enjoyed at the next re-
union of his brothers in arms
which takes place in the
metroplex this year as the
C-company 2/1 of the 196th
gathers to reminisce.

He ran into more than one
old friend while in Vietnam,
as well as peers and those he
had trained — even his own
brother. One friend prom-
ised to “take care of him,”
keeping him out of harms
way.

“I didn’t volunteer to come
here and be taken care of,”
was Musquez’ reply.

Musquez was even recog-
nized out of uniform. Once
when clearing an area for a
chopper to land, Musquez
stripped down to his shorts
as he cut away the thick
growth. As the chopper low-
ered he realized the pilot
was shouting his name. The
pilot was a former trainee —
Musquez had been his senior
drill instructor.

During his deployment to
Vietnam, Musquez received
word that another baby
girl had joined his family.
That baby went on to join
the military and serve her
own combat tour overseas.
Patriotism runs deep among
the Musquez family, and
many from each generation
serve.

“I operated as a platoon
sergeant from the top of
the Delta in the south to
the central highlands to the
DMZ.T'm proud to say that
I accomplished all my as-
signments without losing a
single soldier on my watch,”
Musquez said.

Fire Ants
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MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
On Saturday, March 23, the lake Granbury
Conference Center was transformed into the
hottest spotin Hood County. The Pete’s Dueling
Piano Bar United Way fundraiser was a night out
like no other. Attendees enjoyed a taste of big-city

nightlife without the black-tie formality. Pete’s

Dueling Pianos electrifying beats set the stage
for a night packed with excitement and delicious

bites.
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COURTESY PHOTO ENVATO ELEMENTS

Share your increasingly positive attitude with others exhibiting to them your own change through the arts.

GRANBURY CULTURAL ARTS

Created to benefit from art

BY STACEY WATKINS-MARTIN
AND CORA WERLEY

Stacey Watkins-Martin and
Cora Werley are local artists
and members with several
others of the Granbury Cultural
Arts Commission. Both work
diligently with many other
people and organizations

to promote Granbury as the
exciting arts destination it has
become.

Enjoying the beautiful
spring weather starting
here in Texas? So often with
the warmer days comes a
lift in spirits as well . . . be-

cause we are made to enjoy
beauty and the effect it has
through art on healing our
bodies, brain and emotions
and uplifting our lives.
Research has shown,
for example, that creating
art reduces cortisol levels
(stress indicators) in our
brains and can even help
induce positive mental con-
ditions. There is specific
research studying these
facts — “neuroesthetics:
the scientific study of the
neurobiological basis of the
arts.” These professionals
have found solid scientific

evidence proving how the
arts affect our minds to
bring new ways of thinking,
as well as just make us feel
good emotionally. When
we make art, we enter into
a “flow” state that actually
stimulates our neurologi-
cal system to bring pleasure
and reward, all of which is
part of enjoying life (the-
conversation.com).

Maybe you're not sur-
prised to know there is a
significant amount of re-
search going on to verify
what art-lovers and artists
already know. Visual art

especially is a recognized
force to stabilize stress,

to reduce various kinds of
personal distress, and to
increase mindfulness and
self-awareness by actually
changing our actions and
how we think about things.
It physically changes health
indicators in our bodies
such as heart rate, blood
pressure and the levels of
cortisol (stress hormones)
running through our bodies,
according to the National
Library of Medicine.

PLEASE SEE ART | C10

VETERANS VOICE

VA Health Care expands eligibility

BY LINDA MALLON

Linda Mallon, a retired Army master
sergeant, found her niche working with
veterans and their families in Granbury.
She is a former claims administrator for
Blue Shield of New Jersey and later senior
personnel sergeant, taking care of soldiers’

careers for more than 20 years.

Since the introduction of
the PACT ACT authorizing
the Department of Veterans
Affairs to expand toxic ex-
posure locations and medi-
cal conditions approved by
Congress for the purpose

of compensation, the VA
Health Care System has also
made some changes. Rather

than phase in enrollment for
veterans who were approved

for compensation for ill-
nesses and injuries associat-

ed with toxic and hazardous
exposure, effective March
5, the VA will immediately
expand enrollment in the VA
Health Care system to vet-
erans exposed to toxins and
other hazards while serving
in the military without any
need to apply for VA disabil-
ity benefits first.

This new rule affects
veterans who served in
the Vietnam War, the Gulf
War, Iraq or Afghanistan,
the Global War on Terror
or any other combat zone
post 9/11, allowing them to

enroll in the VA Health Care
System even if they do not
have a service-connected
disability. Also included are
veterans who served either
in training or were assigned
to military installations
here in the United States
such as Camp Lejeune and
other areas affected by toxic
hazards.

The new VA form 10-10EZ
for enrollment has expanded
its questionnaire to include
items related to toxic expo-

PLEASE SEE HEALTH | C7

THE IDLE AMERICAN

Leave it to
the Aggies

BY DON NEWBURY

Texas A&M University — a
major educational institu-
tion respected through-
out the world — emerged
unscathed from a litany
of “Aggie jokes” that were
shared for decades, though
not so much now.

They were, of course — ex-
actly that — jokes. Actually,
they likely enhanced a sto-
ried heritage, but they made
some Aggies M-A-D.

My Uncle Mort’s keen eye
on Texas A&M literature fell
on its department of agricul-
tural leadership, education
and communications. He fig-
ures “ALEC” would better fit
on business cards, and that
graduates could be called
“Smart-ALECs.”

When reduced to deep
thinking about TV commer-
cials — and such tedium is
not recommended — one of-
ten enters the twilight zone
of obfuscation. An example
is a current home security
system advertisement that
promises an immediate
warning when an “uninvited
intruder” approaches.

Sudden thought: Are in-
truders ever invited?

I prefer warnings about
calls from roof repair people
who “happen to be in the
neighborhood, and happy to
provide a free roof inspec-
tion.” I dismiss them, telling
them I've got relatives in the
business.

Another ad deserving a
“thumbs down” urges pur-
chase of Charmin bathroom
tissue. The announcer for-

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public
speaker and former university president
who writes weekly.

gets that for decades, “toilet
paper” was not to be dis-
cussed in polite company.

He introduces a danc-
ing bear that sings instead
of talking, with references
to smiling “from cheek to
cheek” and “enjoying the
go.”

Please. Where is Mr.
Whipple when we need him?
When he starred, he asked
only that we avoid squeezing
the Charmin.

While on the subject of
TV ads, let’s not overlook
State Farm Insurance. The
company’s current “push” is
provided by movie star/for-
mer California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger.

The guy may have been an
OK actor and — in the eyes
of California voters, anyway
— an OK governor.

State Farm had best line
up world-class linguistics
professors if he is expected
to pronounce “neighbor”
in an acceptable manner.
However, “NAY-BAHHH”
that rolls off his tongue
causes us to think immedi-
ately of State Farm.

Advertising and public
relations have come a long
way. Communication was far
simpler several decades ago.
Back in the day, many stores’
only “ads” were front door
“OPEN” and “CLOSED” signs.

At Lum and Abner’s “Jot
‘em Down Store” — men-
tioned regularly on their
weekly radio shows — store

PLEASE SEE AGGIES | C10
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D PRIZE WINNgp.
$200 Cash
Bluebonnet T-Shirt

Year long subscription to the
Hood County News
Submitted photo on front page
and feature story

*announced on April 26

WINNERS SELECTED WEEKLY

All submitted photos to be featured on the
Hood County News website with winners chosen weekly.

%

Weekly winners will receive a Bluebonnet T-Shirt,
their photo featured on social media,
and a free subscription to the newspaper!

Visit our website for more info

www.hcnews.com

HIRING

Positions Available:

DATE:
LOCATION:

April 15, 2024

TIME: 18AM-7PM

Lake Granbury Conference Center

621 E Pearl Street
Granbury, TX 76048

Miner Technician | (starting at $23/hour / DOE)

JOB SUMMARY:

Maintain and repair mining equipment ensuring efficient operation in compliance with safety
standard. Troubleshoot and implement preventative maintenance procedures.

QUALIFICATIONS:

High school diploma or equivalent; additional technical or vocational training in mining
technology is a plus. Minimum of 1 year experience production, manufacturing, construction,
shipping, electrical and/or troubleshooting. Ability to read and interpret technical manuals,
schematics, and engineering drawings. Excellent teamwork and communications skills and

attention to detail.

Miner Technician Il (starting at $25/hour / DOE)

JOB SUMMARY:

Maintain and repair mining equipment ensuring efficient operation in compliance with safety
standard. Troubleshoot and implement preventative maintenance procedures.

QUALIFICATIONS:

High school diploma or equivalent; additional technical or vocational training in mining
technology is a plus. Minimum of 2 years’ experience production, manufacturing, construction,
shipping, electrical and/or troubleshooting. Ability to read and interpret technical manuals,
schematics, and engineering drawings. Excellent teamwork and communications skills and

attention to detail.

Miner Technician Ill (starting at $28/hour / DOE)

JOB SUMMARY:

Maintain and repair mining equipment ensuring efficient operation in compliance with safety
standard. Troubleshoot and implement preventative maintenance procedures.

QUALIFICATIONS:

High school diploma or equivalent; additional technical or vocational training in mining
technology is a plus. Minimum of 3 years’ experience production, manufacturing, construction,
shipping, electrical and/or troubleshooting. Ability to read and interpret technical manuals,
schematics, and engineering drawings. Excellent teamwork and communications skills and

attention to detail.

* All Miner Technician roles must have the ability to be on your feet 7 hours per day,
Ability to lift/carry 30-50 Ibs., and willingness to adhere to strict safety guidelines.

Also Available:

Electrician (starting at $46/hour / DOE)

JOB SUMMARY:

Install, maintain, and repair electrical mining systems in accordance with local and national
electrical codes. Your duties will include reading blueprints, troubleshooting electrical issues, and
ensuring the safety and functionality of electrical systems.

QUALIFICATIONS:

Electrician license is required (Journeyman or Master). Proven experience in 3-phase wiring and
medium/high voltage systems. Knowledge of electrical systems, wiring, and components. Ability
to read and interpret blueprints and technical diagrams. Excellent problem-solving skills and

attention to detail.

HR Coordinator or Generalist

Research Lab Technician

Marathon offers a competitive compensation package,
excellent work culture, health benefits that include
medical, dental, vision, life and a 401k retirement plan.

MARATHON'

DIGITAL

HOLDINGS

For more information email: HR@mara.com
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MERCER
TREE SERVICE

Insured
Free Estimates

Tree Removal ¢ Stump Grinding ¢ Trimming
Brush Chipping Service ¢ Gutter Cleaning
Shrub Trimming

Emergency Service ® Storm Damage

Darrell Mercer
Residential & Commercial
mercertreeservice.net

817-247-5651

Friday, 29 March 2024 - Thursday, 04 April 2024

Arthur The King - 107 min (PG13)

Fri: 1:30PM, 4:15PM, 9:35PM.

Sat: 10:45AM, 1:20PM, 3:55PM, 6:30PM, 9:05PM.
Sun: 11:05AM, 1:40PM, 4:15PM, 6:50PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:30PM, 7:00PM.
Thurs: 2:25PM, 4:25PM

Dune: Part Two - 166 min (PG13)

Fri: 2:00PM, 5:35PM, 9:10PM.

Sat: 10:40AM, 2:15PM, 5:50PM, 9:25PM.
Sun: 11:30AM, 3:05PM, 6:40PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 3:10PM, 6:55PM.
Thurs: 2:50PM

Ghostbusters: Frozen Empire - 115 min (PG13)
Fri: 1:30PM, 4:10PM, 6:40PM, 9:20PM.

Sat: 10:45AM, 1:30PM, 4:15PM, 7:00PM, 9:45PM.
Sun: 11:05AM, 1:50PM, 4:35PM, 7:20PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:15PM, 5:00PM, 7:45PM.

Thurs: 2:10PM, 3:30PM, 4:55PM, 7:40PM

Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire - 115 min (PG13)

Fri: 1:30PM, 2:00PM, 4:15PM, 4:45PM, 6:50PM, 7:30PM,
9:20PM, 10:15PM. Sat: 10:30AM, 11:15AM, 1:15PM, 2:00PM,
4:00PM, 4:45PM, 6:45PM, 7:30PM, 9:30PM, 10:15PM.

Sun: 11:00AM, 11:30AM, 1:45PM, 2:15PM, 4:30PM, 5:00PM,
7:15PM, 7:45PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 3:50PM, 4:40PM, 6:35PM, 7:20PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:45PM, 6:30PM, 7:30PM

Kung Fu Panda 4 - 94 min (PG)

Fri: 1:50PM, 4:15PM, 9:25PM.

Sat: 11:20AM, 1:45PM, 4:10PM, 6:35PM, 9:00PM.
Sun: 11:20AM, 1:45PM, 4:10PM, 6:35PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:10PM, 4:35PM, 7:00PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM

Monkey Man - 121 min (R)
Thurs: 5:00PM, 7:50PM

Someone Like You - 128 min (PG)
Thurs: 7:00PM

The First Omen - 120 min (R)
Thurs: 7:20PM

+ Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

www.hcnews.com

HEALTH
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sure, radiation and locations/periods of service. Veterans
should check all boxes that apply and do not have to provide
financial information if they were exposed to toxins or other
hazards while in service. Veterans should also enroll in the
appropriate Toxic Exposure Registry and schedule an exam.
See https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/benefits/
registry-evaluation.asp

If you suffer from any conditions associated with expo-
sure to toxins or other hazards while in service, please con-
tact our office. We will review your service information, your
medical records and help you prepare a disability compen-
sation claim. Be sure to have a current diagnosis for that
condition and a list of locations where you may have been
exposed. Un-remarried surviving spouses of veterans they
suspect may have been exposed to toxic conditions while in
service that may have contributed to the veteran’s death but
are not receiving VA Dependent Indemnity Compensation
should also contact this office to file a claim. We will need
the veteran’s DD214, a death certificate, the marriage
certificate and medical records supporting the veteran’s
condition(s) and cause of death.

Many of these conditions were not considered service con-
nected until the PACT ACT was approved so we would like
to review those cases for compensation if appropriate. Since
the PACT ACT and before, there have been some predatory
claims sharks out there saying they can secure benefits fast-
er with greater outcomes for a small fee. The VFW is work-
ing through legislation to stop these practices to protect
veterans from predatory claims sharks called “The Guard
VA Benefits Act.” For more information or to sign the peti-

COURTESY PHOTO ENVATO ELEMENTS
If you suffer from any conditions associated with exposure to toxins
or other hazards while in service, please contact our office. We will
review your service information, your medical records and help you
prepare a disability compensation claim.

tion, the link is here: https://heroes.vfw.org/page/143650/
action/17ea.tracking.id=2024MarchEngageMEM2&ea.url.
1d=6978295&forwarded=true

Always work with a VA-accredited county service officer
or service organization recognized by the Department of
Veterans Affairs and Office of General Council. Safeguard
your information and watch out for scammers. Our office
will be closed from March 29 to April 9, however, feel free to
email us for information and we will be glad to assist; or call
our office and leave a message during that time. We will re-
turn all calls on the morning of April 9.

(682) 260-5920 | cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

NEED EXTRA CASH !l 2??

1 BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

n In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!!

Old/New !!! Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CASH 956-466-7001

No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One

s

ANR Enterprises
0IL, GAS, &

WE Bu MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 + Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Call 1.855.501.6864

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify:

an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG’
s I does not

lawyers and/or a law firm and

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
exercise classes: 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance);
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance);
11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates; 5 p.m.
yoga. 1321 Waters Edge
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club
will hold an ACBL-sanctioned
duplicate bridge game at
noon each week at the Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway, Granbury,
76049. Entry $8/person. All
are welcome, come with a
partner and compete for
ACBL masterpoints. Informa-
tion and reservations: 225-
933-4074.

SONS OF the American
Legion Post 491 of Gran-
bury Burger Night. 5-7 p.m.
American Legion Post, 3409
Davis Road. Funds raised
are used to support veteran
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Chorus
rehearsals, 7 p.m. at Acton
United Methodist Church,
3433 Fall Creek Highway.
Details: granburyciviccho-
rus2001@gmail.com. De-
cember program will feature
songs of Christmas from
around the world. www.
granburycivicchorus.org.

FORWARD TRAINING
Center “Cisco” classes from
6-8:30 p.m. To sign up email
in-fo@forwardtrainingcen-
ter.org. or call 817-573-6677.

TUESDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
classes: 8:30 a.m. Weight
Watchers (join at weight-
watchers.com); 9 a.m.yo-ga
(private class, reservation
only); 10:30 a.m.yoga (pri-
vate class, reservation only);
1:30 p.m. line dancing; 5:15
p.m. Weight Watchers (join at
weightwatchers.com); 6 p.m.
Granbury clogger nights
(watch or join). 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock's
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing. De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly
Social Hour Net. All licensed
amateur radio operators wel-
come.7 p.m.,on the 147.240
MHz Repeater, +600 offset,
PL162.2.

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot card game
day. 10 a.m.; Dominoes (Mex-

GO PLAY

ican Train) 11 a.m. Healthy
Connections, 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS
classes: 9 a.m. exercise class;
10a.m.Mahjong; 10 a.m.
cards; 11 a.m. domi-noes.
1321 Waters Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

HABITAT FOR Humanity of
Hood County Wednesdays
and Saturdays 9a.m.to 2:30
p.m.We are build-ing in the
4000 block of Sundown Trail.
No experience or tools need-
ed. Just come build with us.

THURSDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS:
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise; 11 a.m. Tai Chi/Pilates;
5 p.m.yoga (pri-vate class,
reservation only). 1321 Wa-
ters Edge Drive, Suite 1001.
Details: 817-579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 5-9 p.m. at
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S.
Chess Affiliate, all ages and
skill levels, chil-dren 10 and
under must be accompanied
by adult. Y membership not
required. Details: Hood-
CountyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m.
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl
Street. Prizes and fun. Use
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf
Club has mini tournaments
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
at600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers.
Show up at least 15 minutes
early to pay the $12 entry fee
and warm up.

FRIDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS:
9a.m. exercise. 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hummers
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meets
every Saturday at Hilton Gar-
denInn, 635 E. Pearl St., for 5K
or 10K walk for fun, fellow-
ship and fitness. Details: 972-
567-3278.

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS:
10:30 a.m.yoga. 1321 Waters
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HABITAT FOR Humanity of
Hood County Wednesdays
and Saturdays from 9a.m.to
2:30 p.m. We are buildingin
the 4000 block of Sundown
Trail. No experience or tools
needed. Just come build
with us.

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf
Club has mini tournaments

every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600
W. Moore St. Welcoming all
levels of disc golfers. Show
up atleast 15 minutes early
to pay the $12 entry fee and
warm up.

FIRSTMONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur
Radio Club meets on the
first Monday each month at
7 p.m.at the Hood County
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter,401 Deputy Larry Miller
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shaw!
Ministry. The ministry needs
people to crochet, knit or use
a knitting loom to make gifts
to comfort theill, bereaved,
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton
Baptist Church fellowship
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway.
Details: 817-326-4693.

SECOND MONDAYS

MEETING OF the Lake Gran-
bury Art Association at 224
N. Travis St. at 6 p.m. Meet-
ingincludes busi-ness and
amonthly demonstration
from local and visiting artists.
For questions call 361-510-
6820 or email simanekl@
charter.net.

FIRSTTUESDAYS

GRANBURY DOLL Club
meeting, 2 p.m.Hood Coun-
ty Library, 222 N. Travis St.,
Granbury. All doll appre-cia-
tors are welcome.

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING
Guild meets to knit, learn
and share knitting tips each
month at First Presbyteri-an
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m.and
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the fourth
Tuesday each month (except
November and De-cember)
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E.
Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace
817-279-2995 for additional
details.

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette
Club meets the first Thursday
each month for fellowship,
planning events and other
business. Dinner, if desired,
at6 p.m., meeting from 7-8
p.m. at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 E. U.S. Highway
377. Details: bskaggs8@aol.
com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT meets
the second Thursday of every
month at6 p.m. at the Emer-

gency Opera-tions Center
located at 401 Deputy Larry
Miller Dr. HoodCoCert@
gmail.com.

THE GRANBURY EWMA,
Chapter P motorcycle group
meets at Spring Creek Bar-
beque317 W.U.S. Highway
377.Dinner and fellowship is
6 p.m. informal meeting at 7
p.m. Group of pleasure riders
who love to ride in Texas and
beyond. Many Goldwing rid-
ers,also 2 and 3 wheel, any
and all riders are welcome.

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Sommerville
A&M Club meets the third
Thursday (except June,

July and August) at Spring
Creek BBQ located at 317 W.
U.S.Hwy 377 Granbury at 6
p.m., dining/social, 6:30 p.m.
meeting. Other activities,
fundraisers and meeting
changes can be found at hs-
caggies.org.

SECOND SATURDAYS

SECOND SATURDAY
Showoff at Fuzzy's Taco
Shop, 115 W. Pearl St. Car
show, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS
Guild meets the third Mon-
day each month at United
Coop Electric, 320 Fall Creek
Highway, 6 p.m. Details: 817-
296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl
Ministry. The ministry needs
people to crochet, knit or use
a knitting loom to make gifts
to comfort theill, bereaved,
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton
Baptist Church fellowship
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway.
Details: 817-326-4693.

WAMS (WESTERN Area
Modeling Society) radio
control club meets at 6:30
p.m.at Spring Creek BBQ,
317 W.U.S. Highway 377.R/C
aircraft, cars, boats, gliders,
helicopters, etc. Details: 817-
475-2194

LAST THURSDAYS

MARINE CORPS League
Detachment 1297 meeting
atthe American Legion Hall,
3409 Davis Road, Granbury.
Chow is at 6 p.m., meeting at
7 p.m.

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion -including street address.
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ANBURY

AR@CENTER
CARING, IT'S WHAT

WE DO BEST! ®
e 174 BED FACILITY
o PRIVATE REHAB SUITES
e 22 BED SECURE HALL
o SKILLED NURSING
REHABILITATION SERVICES
o LONG TERM CARE
TO SCHEDULE A TOUR, CALL|

(817)573-3726 =

Michelle Berry, CFP®

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

.([))(’/‘/y
* €
WEALTH SERVICES GROUP

www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

817-573-9595
RAYMOND JAMES®

stay connected - henews.com

C ROCKIN S ©

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W HWY 377, TOLAR, TX 76476

BUILDING
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Romans 15:13
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Chicken Express Supports Local Churches
Call Us For Church Catering Needs
2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

@ Christian Brothers Automotive-

People-First Automotive Care

Granbury - cbac.com/granbury - 817-910-4247
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Romans 15:13

Special thanks to
John and PJ Gibbs

817-279-7777

GG@ggelectricservice.com
3805 Weatherford Hwy

Granbury
TECL#17531

Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial
Locally owned and operated since 1986

“z

P T, the SORD gour God hiold gous
W%&W&é(&jw%&fayt@yow, ‘Fear not,
JM%WW@MKW.W =\

Isaiah 41:13

W Serving

g E ) Hood County

S L LWV IRE Since 1975

< AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

g “Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 - 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM

Tiwst in the PORD with all gows fieart, and
%} not leavan (m/yaa/z oo WL/%‘W(IL? In

Wil make strai athls.
WW'D Proverbs 3:5-6

SERVING HOOD AND
SURROUNDING COUNTIES
FOR 20 YEARS

+ Wall & Floor Tile

» Wood Look Tile
FL@OR}ING + Wood Flooring
* Luxury Vinyl Plank
+ Crpet

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive * Granbury, TX 76049

Your Comfort Experts
™

AIR CONDITIONING INC.
Serving North Texas Since 1962

Granbury: 817-573-2463 « www.hobsonac.com
Its Time to Tune-Up Your Heating System

S Ay
TACLA000386C

Follow us

(817) 776-5877 [F5

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury

GRANBURY

7\

NISSAN

www.granburynissan.com

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Wbien T thought, My foot slips,” Your
Wa&é bove, @@@ %@{%@ofm@ up.
LOMien the cares of my Reart ate mang, Yot
MM&%@%W%mM
Psalm 94:18-19

www.hcnews.com

DEVOTIONAL

A guide to Granbury-area churches.

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

CHURCH DIRECTORY

ANGLICAN

Good Shepherd Anglican
3600 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2035

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Crossing Place
1900 W, Hwy. 377
817-573-1581

Elm Grove Assembly Of God
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar
254-835-4755

Faith Assembly Of God
300 Granbury Court
817-326-2270

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist
3500 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4693

Allison Baptist
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist
4804 E. Hwy. 377
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy.
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist
1840 Acton Hwy.
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist
5041 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City
Hwy. 56
254-965-3840

First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-613-2322

First Baptist
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan
254-646-2484

First Baptist Thorp Springs
2815 Lipan Hwy.
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist
201 West Gibbs Blvd.,
Glen Rose
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist
1200 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-4943

Granbury First Baptist
1851 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-7137

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca
Viva

315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist
500 W. Bluebonnet
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist
1625 Mambrino Hwy.
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist
4501 Peppertree Rd.
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist
1844 Acton Hwy.
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist
7178 Fall Creek Hwy.
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist
910 Paluxy Rd.
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist
820 Paluxy Rd.
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist
400 Tolar Hwy.
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist
320 W. Pearl St.
817-573-5318

Waples Baptist
1200 Temple Hall Hwy.
817-579-0509

Western Hills Baptist
507 Western Hills Trail
817-573-7588

BIBLE

Grace Bible
201 E. Clifton Rd.
682-498-3014

Granbury Chapel Bible Church
5150 N. Gate Rd.
817-736-9647

CATHOLIC

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
2301 Acton Hwy.
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian
3314 S. Clifton
817-573-0107

First Christian
2109 W. US. Hwy. 377
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo
4900 Sonterra Ct.
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Circle
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian
608 Shady Grove Dr.
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of Christ
310 W. Pearl St.
817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ
1905 W. Pearl
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ
112 N Caddo St., Lipan
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of
Christ

4219 Old Granbury Rd.
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of Christ
3006 Thorp St.
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God
1106 Weatherford Hwy.
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal
4530 Acton Hwy.
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah's Witnesses
3734 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca
2301 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2201

Our Savior Lutheran
1400 N. Meadows Dr.
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton Methodist
3433 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4242

Cresson United Methodist
110 South Crook St., Cresson
469-730-6496

Granbury First United
Methodist

301 Loop 567,
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global
Methodist Church
3410 Glen Rose Hwy
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United Methodist
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385

Tolar United Methodist
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4005

Waples United Methodist
4323 Waples Rd.
817-573-9076

MORMON

The Church Of Jesus Christ Of
Latter-Day Saints

1226 Ross Lane
817-573-6825

NAZARENE

Granbury Church Of The
Nazarene

921 Lipan Dr.
817-573-4041

PENTECOSTAL

Hood Pentecostal
3100 Beechwood St.,
817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury
4800 Glen Rose Hwy
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian
303 W. Bridge St.
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day
Adventist

2016 Acton Hwy.
817-326-3573

OTHER

Anchor Fellowship
1300 James Rd.
682-990-8551

Bear Creek Community
18553 South Hwy. 377,
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries
1950 Acton Hwy.
817-579-0968

Calvary Family
3306 Oak Trail Dr.
314-606-1211

Center Point
4332 E. Hwy. 377,
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society
528 N. Crockett
817-573-0457

Church On Thistle Ridge
4900 Sonterra Ct.
917-326-5501

Crossroads
200 S. Crook St., Cresson
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood
County

2401 Cedar Crest Dr,,
817-579-9332

Generations Church Of
Granbury

5718 E. Hwy. 377,
817-326-5378

Hope Community
3206 W. Hwy. 377
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy
205 West Lipan Dr, Lipan
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries
3755 Acton Hwy.
817-910-8777

Pure Praise
2901 Glen Rose Hwy.
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel
6101 Rock Church Hwy
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission Of
Granbury

5031 Bandy Rd.
817-573-2669

Stonewater
911 E. US. Hwy. 377
817-579-9175

The Bridge
1107 Weatherford Hwy
254-522-5330

The Heights
1921 Acton Hwy
817-558-2121

The Sanctuary
4400 Daugherty Ct.
817-326-2709

Triple Cross Cowboy
3470 Lipan Hwy
817-279-2470

This directory is made possible
by these businesses
who encourage all of us to attend

worship services.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

GRANEURY « WEATHERFORD » CLEEURNE » STEFHENVILLE = GLEN R{OSE

FROVIDING ESCELLENT CARE WHEREVER YOU CALL HOME FOR 15 YEARS!
Int:-rim =
HEALTHUOGATR E. HHRHE;!{'-!EMTEW

3 = TER) EFKENCIES
HOME CGARE AND HOSPICE [B0ME HEALTHE CARE AKD EXSPICE CARE

1306 FLATY'Y B, SUTTE 1) o GRANRIRE. TH N0 FHYSICAL, OCTURATIOMAL, SPEECH TRERAFY
BUSE HENLTE: 817 5TTH2N
HOEH O BT AT 0% ENCELLENT CARL. EVERY PATIENT. EVERY BiX

LA ..o

817-573-0400
VAN GRIFFITH KIA

AUTO « HOME « LIFE HEALTH « COMMERCIAL

JOHNNY T.
=, HARRIS
INSURANCE

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650
Granbury, TX 76049

Granbury Family MedClinic

7 PA.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
- J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

Andwe Fpow %@é/o/z those whe love 9%

who are m/&afacco/w/m? to FHis parpose. '
Romans 8:28
Hction  (Best,
COMPUTERS (News %2021

12 Year Winner

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

WWW. cchoncomputers com

Computer Repair | Upgrades
Networks | IT Services

Locally Owned

100 S. Morgan
& Operated

Granbury
817-573-1154

MARTINS

Funeral Home

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd.

Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt 0’Grady, D.D.S.

Par Bridgewater

memory care

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720
www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

SANTO PBOPANE i A R
PR =g

 1-800-448-7803

Propane Sales System Installations ¢ Tank Leases & Sales

For T hnow the plans T have for gou,
declares thie Pord, plans for welfare andnot
/MW%MW@W@/WM@@@, ;‘\A‘*\

Jeremiah 29:11

OODS

TURNITURE

736 Hwy. 377 E.  Granbury  817-573-2604

2200 Commercial Lane 817.279.1408

Granbury, Texas 76048 www.MyTexasEms.org

Upcoming

Business

Call our office

to temporarily

stop and start
your paper

817-573-1066

ROOFING

& CONSTRUCTION

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

817-579-7800

WAXAHACHIE « MIDLOTHIAN * RED OAK
* BURLESON * GRANBURY * WEATHERFORD

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com

flo

Eclectic Home & Office Outfitter

§aoﬁrwt/m,/mjmwé%%aw;oﬁm

be dismaged for T am gouwr Grod T will
W@DWMMW]“}//“]DW ﬁg‘; )

Isalah 41:10

WILEY FUNERAL HOME

“Home owned and operated’

Granbury ¢ 817-573-3000
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| YOURAD |
1 COULD BE HERE!

817-573-70661

CALLTODAYTO |
ADVERTISE ON THE

HOOD COUNTY
NEWS CHURCH PAGE
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PECAN PLANTATION BITS

Pecan Plantation Community Gardens
sowing and reaping spring harvest

BY DIANE LONG

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas
transplant for 29 years, Diane Long is a
wife, mother, and former English teacher
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for
16 years cumulatively. She spends her time
both gathering neighborhood news and
collecting new books to read.

Members of Pecan’s
Community Gardens Club
held a workday last Saturday
with plenty of folks on hand
to pick vegetables. Among
the bounty were kale, radish-
es and asparagus, and going
into the ground for planting
were beans, cucumbers and
dill. Beds received prepara-
tion for zucchini and squash
while members pulled weeds
from the growing carrot
and lettuce sections. The
next workday will happen
Saturday, April 13 begin-
ning at 9 a.m. at the garden
where visitors and prospec-
tive members are invited to
“meet new people, bask in
the sun and partake in gar-
den rewards.”

EGG HUNT

Pecan’s annual Easter egg
hunt commences this morn-
ing, Saturday, March 30, at
10 a.m. sharp at the PAC.
Participants ages 1 through
12 will be divided into age-
based groups and should
bring a basket for collection.
Door prizes and an appear-
ance by the Easter Bunny will
also be part of the day.

MARINA MUSIC

The Marina Musical Trio
is playing tonight, Saturday,
March 30, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Diners may enjoy melodic
entertainment along with
dinner from the marina’s
grill and kitchen.

EASTER BUFFET

A scrumptious Easter buf-
fet awaits diners who have
reservations for tomorrow
at the clubhouse. Seatings
of noon and 1:30 p.m. are on
the schedule. Call to secure a
spot: 817-573-2641.

AUXILIARY UPDATE

The Pecan Plantation
Volunteer Fire Department/
Emergency Medical Service
Auxiliary meets again col-
lectively Monday, April 1 at
6 p.m. (for a potluck meal)
before the meeting convenes
in the Charlie Lee Memorial
building on the emergency
services compound at 7
p-m. Ladies and gentlemen
interested in fundraising ef-
forts for Pecan’s emergency
service groups are invited to
join.

This meeting of the auxilia-

ry will be largely devoted to
preparing for the upcoming
golf tournament, which is on
the calendar for Saturday,
April 20. The auxiliary is
already selling tickets for
raffle prizes in advance of
tournament day. The raffle
prizes are quite spectacular
ranging from themed bas-
kets containing gift certifi-
cates for products and ser-
vices, as well as gadgets and
nonperishable foods, to a
lake house getaway, an aerial
excursion of Fort Worth, a
Weathertech gift card, and
handmade quilts, among
many others.

Raffle tickets vary in price

www.hcnews.com
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COURTESY PHOTO

Members of Pecan’s Community Gardens Club have had a busy spring thus far, setting new plants into the ground and harvesting early
produce. Pictured are Charles, Elizabeth and Michelle Wagner at a recent club workday.

depending on the item
sought, and more informa-
tion about dates and loca-
tions for ticket purchasing

will be forthcoming. For now,

Pecaners may contact Julie

KIA VAN GRIFFITH KIA

Buy 3

tires and get the
|JJ for only $1"

ITRELLI
your Kia Service Consaliont. Kia vehices only. Excldes

offers. Offer
e 204 St S ot

i ﬁ“mndlﬂuthnfmwm;dﬂdhh
juislhbdl 2

- OWUKioTie Saurce

4301 E | Hwy 377 Granhury, TX 76049

vy

lcom

Logan at 727-252-3702 or
Seleta Webster at 806-646-
0656 to donate additional
raffle prizes or purchase
tickets.

Last year, raffle ticket sales

garnered more than $12,000,

so this part of the golf tour-
nament is significant to

the auxiliary’s fundraising
efforts.

THE

BIG SUCCESS

The auxiliary also sends
much gratitude to everyone
involved in last weekend'’s

PLEASE SEE PECAN | C10

HY DE

LAW FIRM, PLLC

ﬁeSt of

HoodCounty

827 W PEARL ST.
GRANBURY, TX 76048
817-579-LWYR (5997)

817-573-HYDE (4933) fax

WWW.HYDEFIRM.COM

se habla espanol

A full service law firm delivering the highest
level of client service through our dedication
to honesty, integrity, and results.

ELDER LAW e FAMILY LAW e INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
e PERSONAL INJURY e CRIMINAL DEFENSE ® MUNICIPAL LAW
e BANKRUPTCY e IMMIGRATION LAW
WILLS & PROBATE e ESTATE PLANNING
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PECAN

FROM PAGE C9

boot drive at both of our
community’s gates. The pro-
ceeds from the day topped
$5,500, every penny of which
Supports our emergency
personnel.

COMMITTEE WORK

Pecan’s board of direc-
tors and management team
hosted a committee work-
shop and fair recently where
neighbors had the oppor-
tunity to see how the Pecan
committee structure works
as well as sign up to serve.
With our new board mem-
bers sworn in and the new
club year beginning, so
comes the time for Pecaners
to volunteer. Folks who are
interested in joining com-

mittees may complete pa-
perwork sent via email or
visit the clubhouse front
desk and fill out requests.
Prospective committee
members’ information will
be reviewed and vetted as
committee members are
chosen and groups formed.
The deadline for committee
applications is Monday, April
1 at5p.m.

TEE UP

The Ladies’ Golf
Association has its first 18-
hole guest day on the calen-
dar for Tuesday, April 2.

MEETING TIME

The sports and recre-
ation committee will meet
Tuesday, April 2 at 1 p.m.
at the PAC. This very hard-
working group plans so
many terrific activities for

www.hcnews.com

the youngest residents of
Pecan, and with summer
coming up, they are extra
busy ensuring a successful

season in our community.

TRAVELTIME

Pecan’s Recreational
Vehicle Club will enjoy a
weekend mini rally from
Saturday, April 6 through
Monday, April 8 at Shady
Campground. For complete
information on the RV Club
and its activities, send email
to rvclub@ppoarv.org.

WELCOME HOME

The next new member
orientation for folks new
to our community is on the
calendar for Saturday, April
6 at 10 a.m. in the Terrace
Room of the clubhouse.
Contact Sarah Lord to reg-
ister: sarahlord@ppoaweb.

com. Neighbors who recently
moved to Pecan as well as
longtime members who
would like an update on the
amenities of our home are
invited to join.

NET NEWS

The Pecan Plantation
Tennis Association will enjoy
its spring barbecue Friday,
April 12 at 4 p.m. at the
Planeview Park hangar when
the event will include food,
music and fun. In addition,
the next session of junior
tennis begins Wednesday,
April 3, and summer camp
dates are set and published
in this month’s edition of
“The Columns.”

LIFE SAVING

CPR classes are available
this spring at the PAC April
27 and May 18 with each

day’s hours running from 10
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Each class
accommodates 20 students,
and registration at the PAC is
required. Pecan’s EMS is part-
nering with the American
Heart Association to offer
both informational classes
and certification classes on
these dates.

COURSE WORK

Progress on installing
Pecan’s new golf course irri-
gation system continues de-
spite recent rainy days. The
project should be completed
in late April or early May,
weather permitting. While
work continues, golfers are
reminded to check with the
golf shop prior to teeing off
for information about hole
closures and to continue
using caution when playing
while crews are working on

the course.

RAFFLE FUNDRAISER

The Pecan Plantation wild-
life committee is raffling six
pistols to benefit the annual
Dr. Barna Memorial Kids
Trout Fishing Tournament.
All proceeds go toward
stocking the ponds with
trout. Various locations
around Pecan boast ticket
sales, and folks may also
purchase tickets by contact-
ing a wildlife committee
member or sending email to
WildlifeCommitteePPOA@
gmail.com.

LET’S CELEBRATE

Happy Easter to the read-
ers of Pecan Bits. He is risen;
he is risen indeed!

ART

FROM PAGE C6

It’s easier than you think
to access all these benefits.
Get started with any of the
beautiful grown-up color-
ing books found in stores
around town. Yes, research
shows positive effects of
coloring. Add a set of col-
ored pencils or markers
and allow your own creativ-
ity to bring on a sense of
peace and joy in your life
and, maybe, in the lives of
your children, your elderly
parents or even your home-
bound friends. Or start with
clay and feel your ideas
taking shape under your

own hands as you mold and
shape it. Engage with oil
paint, watercolors, pastels,
ink, pourable acrylics or
just a charcoal pencil and

a piece of paper. Consider
contacting art associations
to find out which work-
shops are available — and
take them. Then share your
increasingly positive atti-
tude with others; exhibiting
to them your own change
through the arts.

Finally, as Easter ap-
proaches with the joy of
our risen Lord, there is
much to do: check out Visit
Granbury’s website. From
April 6-21, enjoy Tarleton
University’s Rio Brazos Art

GOOD FOR HOOD

RESIDENTIAL AND GOMMERGIAL

PRESSURE WASHING SERVIGES e
* House & Roof Washing 1
o Window Cleaning

Driveway & Gutter Cleaning &
Boat Dock Cleaning

Fence Cleaning &

Restoration

Stone and Rock Cleaning &

Exhibition at the Langdon
Center. Put April 26-28 on
your calendar now to see
the art at the Granbury
Wine Walk. Plan ahead for
Granbury Art’s recurring
Art Talk featuring sculptor
Covelle Jones May 10.
Tonight, stop in at the
Galleries of Granbury’s
Last Saturday Gallery Night
from 5-8 p.m. See artists at
multiple venues; for exam-
ple, well-known artists Jo
and Jerry Rutledge at Your
Private Collection. Spending
the last Saturday night of
every month with a nice
dinner and art is a habit you
will want to establish.

AGGIES

FROM PAGE Cé6

hours were simply stated:
“Open when we get here and
closed when we leave.”

It was these comedic bud-
dies who offered a simple
explanation about their mer-
chandise. “If you need it, we
gotit,” they bragged. “And
if we don’t have it, you don’t
need it.” The radio show was
immensely popular from
1931-1954, originating from
their fictitious community of
Pine Ridge, Akansas.

Relatively new on the ad-
vertising scene in all media
are appeals by law firms. In
the previous century, lawyers
gave little thought to outright

Doug’s
Floors Plus

Restoration
Licensed and Insured

ANNY'S Wiyariligiyat,

PRESSURE WASHING

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

* Trimming

* Removals

* 24 Hour Storm Response

* No Tree Too Small or Large

* Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

Insured
& Certified

* Sick Tree Treatment
* Tree Repair Cabling
e Stump Grinding

¢ Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property
SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

AVIii/A

GRANBURY

Exceptional Senior Living

817-279-9259 avivagranbury.com

Dr. Bhaloo

682-936-4081

Brittany Bowers
817-573-7066 ext. 232 / brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds
CARPET | TILE | WOOD | VINYL PLANK | LAMINATE

Located in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury

PJ’Ss LAWN CARE
& LANDSCAPING

Computer Design « Seasonal Planting « Mowing «

Yard Maintenance « Tree Trimming  Stump Removal

817-714-4270 | www.pjslawn.com <=

Fast, Friendly & High Quality Service
for more than 15 years.
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Auto Repair & Lube Center
621 W. Pearl St., Granbury

(817) 573-0202

www.expresswaycarcare.Com
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BRISCOE

ﬂFLOORS AND MORE

LIMITED TIME 50% OFF

IN STOCK MARBLED QUARTZ
COUNTERTOPS

SHOWERS N
FLOORS

CALL FOR A FREE MEASURE

81283265172 (#4815 Fall Creek Hwy, =

Heidi Gebhardt
817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidi@hcnews.com
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ads, perhaps thinking such to
be tacky and/or beneath their
dignity. Now, they're after it,
hammer and tong, with ads
“clumping up” primarily dur-
ing news broadcasts. (Truth
to tell, 'm not sure I've heard
of lawyers armed with tongs.
Maybe “tongs” sounds too
much like a kitchen weapon.)

In Texas, attorney Thomas
J. Henry must have a multi-
million-dollar ad venture
underway.

With offices in Corpus
Christi, San Antonio, Austin,
Houston and Dallas, the prin-
cipal is often shown flying
from court session to court
session, and sometimes
is pictured near his plane,
which has “TJH” painted on

HoodCounty
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Join Mama’s mobile
COUPON CLUB

its tail.

Looking back , I was given
to hyperbole in my youth.
Surely it was youthful inno-
cence on my part, or maybe
not.

During early teen years,

I peddled Cloverine Salve,
bragging that any place you
could rub it, stuff or sniff it,
curative powers prevailed. I
sold enough of the stuff to
win a guitar. Alas, the guitar
never arrived.

A few decades later, I saw
a familiar face in a TV musi-
cal group. I couldn’t call his
name, but he’d been our rural
mail carrier. And he was not
known as a guitarist until
after my guitar was to have
arrived at our mailbox.

o0lS \'

CUSTOM DESIGNS

A

Register

403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734

CARTER LANDSCAPE

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
« LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE “g

* IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE

« RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN

682-936-4028

CARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM

Madison Lazaro
817-573-7066 ext. 236 / madison@hcnews.com

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES

3 Months: $55/week | 6 Months: $50/week |

12 Months: $45/week
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EAST
Wers @5 @ Celebrations

INSIDE MOVIES TO WATCH THIS EASTER SEASON | EASTER EGG COLORING TIPS | EASTER TRADITIONS
FROM AROUND THE GLOBE | EASTER CENTERPIECE IDEAS TO BEAUTIFY THE TABLE | STORIES OF THE
RESURRECTION AS TOLD IN THE GOSPELS | MEANINGS BEHIND THE EASTER LILY | EXPLAINING THE STATIONS OF
THE CROSS | THE SIGNIFICANCE OF VARIOUS SYMBOLS OF EASTER | HOP ON THESE TIPS FOR A GREAT EASTER
EGG HUNT | WHY IS EASTER SUNDAY SUCH AN IMPORTANT CHRISTION HOLIDAY | EXPLAINING THE MEANING OF
EASTER TO CHILDREN | COLOR TIME
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Movies to watch

Staff Reports

Movie-goers may not asso-
ciate Easter with Hollywood
blockbusters. However,
there’s an entire cache of
films that align well with
Easter. When spending time
with family and friends for
the Easter holiday, consider
these movies.

“IT’S THE EASTER BEAGLE,

CHARLIE BROWN!”

This 1974 classic puts The
Peanuts’ heartwarming spin
on another holiday theme.
The gang gets ready for
Easter in the only ways they
can - with lots of love and
laughs.

“THE PRINCE OF EGYPT”
This 1998 animated
film tells the tale of Moses
and Pharoah, and features
the voices of Val Kilmer,
Michelle Pfeiffer, Sandra
Bullock, and Ralph Fiennes,
among others.

IIHOPII

This combination of
live action and animation
tells the story of the Easter
Bunny’s teenage son “E.B.,”
who wants to move to L.A.
to pursue his passion for
music, rather than be next in

line for the family business.

“THE GREATEST

STORY EVER TOLD”

This 1965 epic tells the
story of Jesus of Nazareth
and follows His life from
the nativity through to the
crucifixion. At a whopping
four hours and 20 minutes,

www.hcnews.com

this Easter season

When spending time with family and friends for the Easter holiday, consider these movies.

it may be best to watch this
in sessions, especially when
watching with youngsters.

“THE DOG WHO

SAVED EASTER”

A cuddly canine makes it
his business to save Easter
when three criminals try to

sabotage it in this 2014 film.
Mario Lopez voices the pup
“Zeus” in this family-friend-
ly flick.

“THE TEN COMMANDMENTS”

Audiences continue to en-
joy this beloved 1956 film
staring Charlton Heston as

Moses every Easter. With
stunning special effects of
the Burning Bush and part-
ing of the Red Sea in the era
before CGI, this story of faith
wows audiences every time.

“THE PASSION

OF THE CHRIST”

Released in 2004 and di-
rected by Mel Gibson, this
movie chronicles the final

twelve hours of Jesus’ agony.
The movie doesn’t shy away
from violence as it attempts
to bring audiences closer to
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the suffering of Christ, which
earned it an R rating. This is
likely a film for adults only.
Easter presents a time
when families can enjoy
religious-themed movies
that share stories of faith
or fun flicks with positive
messages.

Easter egg coloring

Staff Reports

Coloring Easter eggs is a
time-honored tradition dating
back more than 2,500 years.
There is evidence that people
living in the ancient settle-
ment of Trypillia dyed eggs.
Ancient Persians also were
believed to paint eggs for
Nowruz (Persian New Year).

Christians adopted simi-
lar traditions to symbolize
aspects of the Easter story.
Originally Christians dyed
eggs red to represent the
blood of Jesus Christ that was
shed on the cross, accord-
ing to Chase Oaks Church.

Good Housekeeping reports
early Christian missionaries
adapted the dying tradition
to include more egg colors to
represent different aspects
of the Easter story. Yellow
represented the resurrection,
blue represented love and red
remained a symbol of Christ’s
blood.

Whether families dye eggs
to symbolize the Easter mira-
cle or simply for fun, the fol-
lowing are some coloring tips
to enhance the process.

PREVENT CRACKED EGGS
Most colored eggs are
hard-boiled. To prevent
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Everything from watercolor paint to acrylics to decoupage can
be used to cover eggsin vivid colors. Egg decorators also can use
colored yarns, fabric or stickers. Search for creative materials to set

Easter eggs apart this year.

cracking during the boiling
process, add a teaspoon of
vinegar and a tablespoon
of salt to the boiling water.
Additional anti-cracking
measures include rubbing
half a lemon on each shell
before boiling.

BOIL EGGS AND
COOL COMPLETELY

It takes roughly 10 minutes
to hard-boil an egg. Fill a pot
with enough water to sub-
merge the eggs, then bring it
to a boil over medium-high
heat. Gently lower the eggs
into the water with a slotted
spoon. Cover, reduce the heat
to a simmer, and cook for 10
minutes. Drain the eggs and
cool in a bowl of water or run
under cold tap water.

DON’T FORGET THE VINEGAR
Whether you use colored
dye tablets or drops of food
coloring from the pantry,
use a mix of water and vin-
egar in the coloring solution.
According to Education.com,
food coloring is an acid dye
and bonds using hydrogen.
This chemical process only
works in an acidic environ-
ment. Vinegar is added to wa-
ter to make it more acidic and
help the dyes adhere more
strongly to the eggs and pro-
duce brighter colors.

t |
STICKTO WHITE EGGS

Stores sell both brown and
white eggs. The species of
chicken determines wheth-
er the eggs will be white or
brown. When coloring eggs,
it might be better to pur-
chase white eggs, as the dyes

will show up more vividly on
the white shells.

CREATE DISTINCTIVE
DESIGNS

By covering portions of
the bare eggs before dipping
into color, people can create
unique designs. Things like
masking tape, rubber bands,
wax (or crayons), and even
twine can be used. The dye
will only take on the uncov-
ered areas, leaving white
behind.

DYES ARE NOT THE ONLY
WAY TO COLOR EGGS

Everything from watercolor
paint to acrylics to decoupage
can be used to cover eggs in
vivid colors. Egg decorators
also can use colored yarns,
fabric or stickers. Search
for creative materials to set
Easter eggs apart this year.

Coloring eggs is a popular
Easter tradition, and there are
many ways to ensure this be-
loved activity produces beau-
tiful results.
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By covering portions of the bare eggs before dippinginto can create
unique designs. Most colored eggs are hard-boiled. To prevent
cracking during the boiling process, add ateaspoon of vinegarand a
tablespoon of salt to the boiling water.
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Easter

Staff Reports

Easter Sunday is a signifi-
cant day on the Christian
calendar. Easter Sunday
will be celebrated on March
31, 2024, and many of
those celebrations will fea-
ture some notable tradi-
tions. Some traditions are
undoubtedly familiar to
practicing Christians, while
others might come as a sur-
prise. As Easter approaches,
faithful Christians and oth-
ers intrigued by the holiday
can consider these notable
traditions from around the
globe.

EASTER WITCHES

Witches are typically as-
sociated with Halloween,
but they play a role in cel-
ebrating Easter in Finland.
According to the Finland
Promotion Board, Easter
traditions in the northern
European nation feature a
mixture of religious refer-
ences with customs related
to the arrival of spring. It’s
not unheard of for young
Finnish children, particular-
ly girls, to dress up as Easter
witches the Sunday before
Easter and go from door
to door requesting treats
in exchange for offerings
designed to drive away evil
spirits. The FPB notes that
it’s even common for chil-
dren in western Finland to
don their witch outfits and
roam on Easter Sunday.

FIREWORKS IN FLORENCE
The folk tradition
of Scoppio del Carro
(“Explosion of the Cart”)
takes place in Florence,
Italy. The Uffizi Gallery
reports that this tradi-
tion can be traced to the
First Crusade in 1099.
During the first Easter in
Jerusalem, Crusaders
gave the blessed fire to
the people as a symbol
of purification. That
custom has endured
in Florence, where
each Easter Sunday
morning around 10
am. a candle is litin
the church of Santi
Apostoli. That same
candle is then used to
light an antique cart
loaded with fireworks,
marking the beginning
of a display that lasts
around 20 minutes.

THE CARPETS OF

SEMANA SANTA

Carpets might not be
the first thing most Easter
celebrants think of when
pondering the holiday, but
that might be the case for
anyone who’s ever spent
the holiday in Antigua,
Guatemala. Guatemala’s
Semana Santa (“Easter
Festival”) features detailed
carpets of colored sawdust
adorning a Good Friday pro-
cessional route.

Preparation for the color-
ful and stunning display
begins months in advance
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traditions from around the globe

as the intricate
carpets require ample
time to produce.

WHIPS INTHE

CZECH REPUBLIC
Among the more unique
Easter traditions takes

place each

Easter Monday in the Czech
Republic. In adherence to
this tradition, known locally
as pomlazka, boys, and

sometimes
men, gather willow
branches and braid them
together into whips. The
whips are then decorated

with ribbons
before boys
visit girls (or men
visit women) who

they know and lightly
tap them with the whips.
The tradition is believed to
bring women luck, vitality
and fertility.

These are just some of
the unique traditions many
Christians adhere to as part
of their Easter celebrations.

Easter centerpiece ideas to beautify the table

Staff Reports

Easter is a springtime
holiday that marks a prime
opportunity to cast off the
remnants of winter weather
and dress a home in bright,
colorful hues.

Come Easter, tulips and
daffodils may be sprout-
ing, lilies are on display in
churches and many other
spring touches are incor-
porated into home decor.
Celebrants who will be host-
ing their families or more
intimate Easter gatherings
can extend the eye-catching
improvements to the dining
table. Easter centerpieces
are a prime way to add color
and ambiance to interior
designs.

Here’s a look at various
ways to decorate the table
for Easter celebrations.

CARROT-FILLED CONTAINER

Embrace an Easter bunny
theme by hanging a bundle
of carrots inside a glass vase
or bowl and topping with
orange, yellow and other
spring-themed flowers and
greenery.

PUSSY WILLOW BASKET
Weave pussy willow stems
into a basket shape or braid
them together to make a
ring. Then fill with colored
Easter eggs or flower petals.
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Dining tables can be incorporated into Easter decor.

NESTED FLOWERS

Purchase a wooden or
wicker basket and weave
or glue small twigs onto it.
This will give it the look of
anatural bird’s nest, which
is one of the markers of the
spring season. The nest can
cradle spring blooms, such
as tulips, or hold Easter

eggs.

EASTER BUNNY GARDEN
Fill a shallow ceramic

bowl with floral design
moss or another green filler.
Place a gold-foil chocolate
bunny or a ceramic rabbit
in the center and put small
tealight candles and a small
glass canister of pastel-col-
ored candy eggs to com-
plete the picture.

TAKE A ‘PEEP’

Marshmallow Peeps® are
an Easter staple and they
can have a place outside of
Easter baskets. Line a small
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Easter centerpieces are a prime way to add color and ambiance to interior designs.

vase with Peeps. Place cut
flowers inside for a festive
centerpiece.

RAINY DAY DECOR

April showers bring May
flowers. Put that sentiment
on display by purchasing an
inexpensive pair of brightly
colored rubber rain boots.
Place cut fresh tulips into
narrow glass vases and then
slip the vases inside of the
boots for a festive and fun-
ny table conversation piece.

FLOATING FLOWERS

Poke the stem of a flower

into a square of bubble wrap.

Place into a small fishbowl
filled with water and watch
the flowers float on top.
Tint the water a pastel hue if
desired.

PAINTED PINECONE

BOUQUET

If you have pine cones
left over from Christmas
decorations or a pile that

the kids may have collected
from the yard, paint them in
bright colors for an Easter
makeover. Place in the con-
tainer of your choice and
add some faux or real green-
ery to complete the bouquet
picture.

Dining tables can be incor-
porated into Easter decor.
There are many different
creative options for craft-
ing centerpieces guests will
adore.
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Stories of the Resurrection
as told in the Gospels
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John 20: 1-10 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had

been taken away from the tomb.

Staff reports

Easter is a holy day on
the Christian calendar that
commemorates the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. The
resurrection of Jesus is
described in the Gospels of
the New Testament, which
millions of Christians read
every year, especially dur-
ing the Lenten season,
which is a 40-day period
that directly precedes
Easter Sunday.

The Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John
comprise the canonical
Gospels. Each book can
help Christians understand
and connect with the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ.
The following are passages
from each of the canonical
Gospels that help to tell the
story of the resurrection of
Jesus.

MATTHEW 28:1-10

Now after the Sabbath,
toward the dawn of the
first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb.
And behold, there was a
great earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord descend-
ed from heaven and came
and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. His appear-
ance was like lightning,
and his clothing white as
snow. And for fear of him
the guards trembled and
became like dead men.
But the angel said to the

women, “Do not be afraid,
for I know that you seek
Jesus who was crucified. He
is not here, for he has risen,
as he said. Come, see the
place where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his disci-
ples that he has risen from
the dead, and behold, he is
going before you to Galilee;
there you will see him. See,
I'have told you.” So they
departed quickly from the
tomb with fear and great
joy, and ran to tell his disci-
ples. And behold, Jesus met
them and said, “Greetings!”
And they came up and
took hold of his feet and
worshiped him. Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be

afraid; go and tell my broth-

ers to go to Galilee, and
there they will see me.”

MARK 16: 2-7

And very early in the
morning, the first day of
the week, they came unto
the sepulchre at the rising
of the sun. And they said
among themselves, “Who
shall roll us away the stone
from the door of the sep-
ulchre?” And when they
looked, they saw that the

stone was rolled away: for it

was very great. And enter-
ing into the sepulchre, they
saw a young man sitting on
the right side, clothed in
along white garment; and
they were affrighted. And
he saith unto them, “Be not
affrighted: ye seek Jesus

of Nazareth, which was
crucified: he is risen; he is
not here: behold the place
where they laid him. But go
your way, tell his disciples
and Peter that he goeth be-
fore you into Galilee: there
shall ye see him, as he said
unto you.”

LUKE 24: 1-12

But on the first day of
the week, at early dawn,
they went to the tomb,
taking the spices they had
prepared. And they found
the stone rolled away from
the tomb, but when they
went in they did not find
the body of the Lord Jesus.
While they were perplexed
about this, behold, two men

stood by them in dazzling
apparel. And as they were
frightened and bowed their
faces to the ground, the
men said to them, “Why do
you seek the living among
the dead? He is not here,
but has risen. Remember
how he told you, while he
was still in Galilee, that the
Son of Man must be deliv-
ered into the hands of sin-
ful men and be crucified
and on the third day rise.”
And they remembered his
words, and returning from
the tomb they told all these
things to the eleven and to
all the rest. Now it was Mary
Magdalene and Joanna and

PLEASE SEE GOSPELS | D7
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The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John comprise the

canonical Gospels.

Meanings behind the Easter lily

Staff Reports

Easter symbols and tradi-
tions help make the holiday
familiar and special. Eggs,
hot cross buns and frilly
church dresses help paint
the picture, and so does a
delicate and beautiful white
flower.

The Easter lily plant is na-
tive to both Taiwan and the
Ryukyu Islands of Japan.
The plant’s flowering sea-
son begins in April and ends
in June. The plant produces
pure white flowers on top
of long stems. Easter lil-
ies often adorn homes and
church altars during this

-

time of year.

Tradition states that the
Easter lily originated in
the Garden of Eden from
the teardrops of Eve that
spread when she and Adam
were cast out of the garden.
These were believed to be
tears of repentance.

Historians and biblical
scholars say that the lily has
always been highly regard-
ed in the Christian Church.
Jesus even references the
flower in Luke 12:27, stat-
ing “Consider the lilies how
they grow: they toil not,
they spin not; and yet I say
unto you, that Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed

like one of these.” Legend
has it that, after Jesus’
death and resurrection, lil-
ies were found growing in
the Garden of Gethsemane,
where Jesus is said to have
prayed before his cruci-
fixion. They were believed
to have sprung up from a
drop of sweat from his brow
when his head was bent in
prayer.

In Easter celebrations,
the lily represents Christ’s
Resurrection, and thusly
new birth and new life. The
delicate, white blooms can
be viewed as pure, innocent
and untainted by the world.

The flower itself is used
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Tradition states that the Easter lily originated in the Garden of Eden from the teardrops of Eve that spread when she and Adam were
cast out of the garden.In Easter celebrations, the lily represents Christ’s Resurrection, and thusly new birth and new life. The delicate, white
blooms can be viewed as pure, innocent and untainted by the world.

in various ways to tell the
resurrection story. The bulb
is buried in the ground as a
representation of Christ’s
tomb. The trumpet-shaped
fragrant flowers also an-
nounce life after death,
since bulbed flowers often
regrow year after year, ac-
cording to the religious re-
source All About Jesus. And
the trumpet shape signifies
the angel Gabriel’s trumpet
call.

It’s common for Easter
lilies to decorate homes,
churches, gardens, and
more throughout the Easter
season.
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Tradition features promi-
nently in Holy Week celebra-
tions. The week leading up
to Easter Sunday, Holy Week
is a sacred time for faithful
Christians. The Stations of
the Cross are one of the tradi-
tions that many Christians
feel bolsters their faith and
brings them closer to God.

WHAT ARE THE STATIONS

OF THE CROSS?

According to Catholic
Online, the Stations of the
Cross are a 14-step devotion
that commemorates Jesus
Christ’s last day on Earth as a
man. Each of the 14 stations
focus on a specific event of

Jesus’s last day as a man.

WHERE CAN THE STATIONS OF

THE CROSS BE FOUND?

Stations of the Cross are
typically found in church-
es. Many times the Stations
adorn the interior wall of a
church, and Catholic Online
notes they’re often depicted
using small icons or images.
Some churches with sizable
exterior grounds may ar-
range larger Stations along
footpaths in yards or gar-
dens on the premises.

WHEN DO PEOPLE MOST
COMMONLY PRAY THE
STATIONS OF THE CROSS?

Lent is the most common
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Explaining the Stations of the Cross

time to pray the Stations of
the Cross, and some church-
es hold weekly prayer ses-
sions on Wednesdays and
Fridays during this time of
year.

WHAT ARE THE 14 STATIONS?

Catholic Online notes the
14 Stations of the Cross are:

1. Jesus is condemned to
death

2. Jesus carries the cross

3. Jesus falls for the first
time

4. Jesus meets with His
Mother

5. Simon of Cyrene helps
Jesus carry the cross

6. Veronica wipes the face
of Jesus

7. Jesus falls a second time

8. Jesus meets the women
of Jerusalem

9. Jesus falls a third time

10. Jesus’s clothes are
taken away

11. Jesus is nailed to the
Cross

12. Jesus dies on the cross

13. The body of Jesus is
taken down from the cross

14. Jesus is laid in the
tomb

The Stations of the Cross
are an important Easter
tradition that shed light
on Jesus’s resurrection.
Individuals interested in
praying the Stations of the
Cross are urged to contact a
local church so they can en-
gage in this moving Christian
tradition.

iy
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The Stations of the Cross are one of the traditions that many
Christians feel bolsters their faith and brings them closer to God.

The 51gn1f1cance of various symbols of Easter
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The following are some of the many symbols of Easter and what they represent to faithful Christians

across the globe.
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Easter Sunday is a day when
Christians across the globe
celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Data from the
Pew Research Center indi-
cates there are approximately
2.4 billion Christians across
the globe, which accounts for
nearly one-third of the global
population.

Though certain Christians
groups do not celebrate
Easter, many consider it the
holiest day of the year. Given
that significance, it’s no sur-
prise Easter is steeped in
symbolism. The following are
some of the many symbols of
Easter and what they repre-
sent to faithful Christians
across the globe.

EGGS

Eggs might now be more in-
stantly associated with Easter
egg hunts for children, but
the American Bible Society
notes that eggs are symbol-
ic of more than just fun for

kids. Eggs represent the new
life that’s symbolic of spring,
which is when Easter occurs
in the northern hemisphere.
Christians view eggs as a re-
minder of the resurrection of
Jesus. Interestingly, though
colored eggs are often seen as
a fun Easter activity for kids,
the ABS notes that the tradi-
tion dates back to the early
days of Christianity, when
red-colored eggs were used to
represent the resurrection.

CRUCIFIX

The crucifix, which is a
distinct representation of a
cross with Jesus Christ on it,
is symbolic of the crucifixion
and subsequent resurrection
of Jesus. The ABS notes that

the resurrection of Jesus sym-

bolizes his victory over the
power of sin and death.

THE LAMB

Jesus is referred to in the
Bible as the “Lamb of God”
(Revelation 5:6-14), so the
lamb is another important
Easter symbol for Christians.

In addition, in John (1:29),
Jesus is referred to by John
the Baptist as the “Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of
the world.”

EASTER BUNNY

Another symbol, like Easter
eggs, that people could be for-
given for mistaking as purely
secular, the Easter Bunny is
not entirely separate from
the spiritual meaning of the
holiday. As noted, Easter,
even though it’s a moveable
feast, takes place in spring
in the northern hemisphere
each year. Spring is symbolic
of rebirth, and the hare was a
symbol of fertility among the
ancient pagans. The spirit of
rebirth associated with rab-
bits, particularly in spring,
also is reminiscent of the
resurrection of Jesus from his
tomb.

Easter is celebrated across
the globe. Those celebrations
feature many significant reli-
gious symbols that have with-
stood the test of time.
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Egg hunts are a traditional
component of many people’s
Easter celebrations. Children
often delight in searching for
eggs around the house or in
the backyard. Egg hunts are
so popular that they have be-
come a component of many
town-sponsored festivities.
In fact, the White House
hosts its annual Easter Egg
Roll each year.

There are many ways to
make Easter egg hunts more
enjoyable and productive for
participants of all ages. Try
these “eggcellent” ideas.

DESIGNATE A CLEAR

HUNTING AREA

Young children can grow
frustrated searching for eggs
in large areas. Set param-
eters for the search area that
are manageable depending
on the ages of the children

participating. If you'll be in
alarge yard or field, tape off
the search area perimeter.

VARY THE PRIZES

Candy, candy and more
candy seems to be the name
of the game on Easter. But
too many sweets can lead
to stomach aches for young
Easter celebrants. Instead,
mix and match the prizes
contained in the eggs. Candy
can be in some, money in
others, and perhaps small
toys in a few eggs. Another
clever idea is to mix the egg
hunt with charades. Put cha-
rade prompts in some eggs
so that kids have to act out
what they read inside for
added fun.

SPECIAL PRIVILEGE EGG
Hide one egg that gives the

finder the opportunity for a

special honor. It may include
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getting the first slice of the
holiday ham or being able to
choose a movie that the en-
tire family watches together
after dinner.

LABEL EGGS FOR EQUITY

When there are children
across a wide range of ages,
label the eggs with the chil-
dren’s names or utilize a col-
or-coded system to ensure
that everyone has an equal
shot at finding eggs. .

KEEP A MASTER LIST

It can be hard to remember
where each egg is hidden, so
keep a running list of where
they are or take photos with
a phone of the hiding spots.
This way you're not left to
discover a chocolate-filled
egg teeming with ants come
summertime.

MAKE CUSTOM BASKETS
Children will need some-

thing to carry their eggs.

Prior to the egg hunt, let

them decorate bags or bas-
kets with Easter trinkets for
custom creations.

Easter egg hunts are a

Hop on these tips for a great Easter €88 hunt
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Egg hunts are so popular that they have become a component of many town-sponsored festivities.

time-honored tradition. The
opportunities for fun are
endless when families plan
accordingly.

Why is Easter Sunday such an important
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Easter is part of the redemptive plan of mankind. It is worthy of

celebration.

Staff Reports

Christians around the
world fill church pews on
Easter Sunday to participate
in one of the most holy and
important celebrations of
the liturgical year. Although
every Sunday presents op-
portunities to share in the
word of God, Easter Sunday
is an especially signifi-
cant date on the Christian
calendar.

Each Easter, Christians cel-
ebrate the miracle of Christ’s
defeat over death through
his resurrection and ascen-
sion to his father’s side in
heaven. However awe-in-
spiring, Easter is much more
than this event and its retell-
ing. Easter actually is the
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core of the Christian religion
as it has come to be known,
including inspiring the ritu-
als and teachings that have
been shared for nearly 2,000
years. Without the events
that unfolded during Holy
Week, the Christian faith
would not exist as it was
prophesied. Christ’s self-
less sacrifice on the cross
for others’ sins, as well as
his miraculous resurrection,
are the anchors upon which
all of Christianity has been
built.

In 1 Corinthians 15:17, St.
Paul wrote, “And if Christ
has not been raised, your
faith is futile and you are
still in your sins.” Pope
Benedict VVI similarly sum-
marized St. Paul’s words, in-

Christian holiday?

dicating that if the resurrec-
tion were taken away, it may
be possible to piece together
ideas about God and men,
but the Christian faith would
be “dead.” In his book, Jesus
of Nazareth, Pope Benedict
further wrote, “Jesus would
be a failed religious leader.
he would then remain purely
human, and his authority
would extend only so far as
his message is of interest to
us.”

According to Christianity.
com, Easter is part of the re-
demptive plan of mankind.
It is worthy of celebration
because it proved to people
that Jesus is the Son of God.
This gives Christians confi-
dence that there is life after
death, and they have the

same power working in them
that raised Jesus from the
dead.

Out of Holy Week and
Easter also came the start of
Christian masses. On Holy
Thursday, Jesus introduced
his disciples to the bread
that they ate at the Last
Supper as “his body” and
the wine as “his blood.” This
would serve as the basis for
the Christian celebration
of Holy Communion, which
remains a vital component
of the faith and religious
services.

Easter is a significant date
on the Christian calendar
that inspires Christians
across the globe to celebrate
their faith.
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Explaining the

Staff Reports

Explaining Easter to chil-
dren can be a delicate mat-
ter, especially for very young
children who may not fully
understand the tenets of the
Christian faith. Although
Easter ends with Jesus Christ
emerging from his tomb,
prior to this glorious miracle
there are subjects of be-
trayal, suffering and death.
These religious messages
can confound when com-
mingled with the imagery of
bunnies delivering choco-
lates, chicks and pastel-hued
eggs. How do well-meaning
parents relay the message
of Easter without scaring or
confusing children?

TEMPER THE MESSAGE

TO THE AUDIENCE

A child’s age bears con-
sideration when gauging
just how much to share
about Easter. Between Palm
Sunday, when Jesus trium-
phantly entered Jerusalem,
to Easter Sunday’s
Resurrection, the story
of Easter features torture

and death - which are top-
ics not easily digested by
anyone, especially children.
Even the core symbol of the
Christian faith - the crucifix -
is shocking.

For the youngest children,
the extent of the torture and
betrayal can be muted. For
example, parents may say
that Jesus was bullied and
made fun of and that people
didn’t believe him when he
spoke. Parents can note that
even some of the closest
friends to Jesus had their
doubts. This may be easier
for kids to digest because it’s
something they may relate
to.

Children may not under-
stand the death on the cross;
it’s even challenging for
adults to wrap their minds
around that visual. It briefly
can be mentioned that he
was placed on a cross, as was
customary during that era,
but forgo the finer details.

FOCUS ON THE
RESURRECTION

Parents will not want to
talk about death without

www.hcnews.com

meaning of Easter to children
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These religious messages can confound when commingled with the imagery of bunnies delivering chocolates, chicks and pastel-hued eggs.

ending on the high note of
Jesus’ Resurrection. Remind
children that Christ’s death
was temporary and that

He now always will be with
adults and children. Read
passages from scripture that
exemplify the Good News
and the happy components
of the Easter celebration.

EXPLAIN SECULAR IMAGES
Young children may be
more focused on the com-
mercial images of Easter
rather than the religious
ones. Parents may want to
gear symbolism toward the
religious explanations and
focus their traditions thusly.
Baking hot cross buns can be
fun and showcase the cruci-

fix. Explain how eggs are rep-

resentative of Jesus Christ’s
new life when coloring
them is another way to cut
through mixed messages.

READ BOOKS
Some authors already have
taken the challenge out of

explaining Easter to children.

Visit a religious bookseller,

the church or a book store to
find Easter stories geared to
children.

Parents can decide how to
explain Easter to their chil-
dren. Many moms and dads
have found that focusing on
the joyful aspects of Christ’s
resurrection story is a sim-
ple, enjoyable way to explain
Easter.

GOSPELS

FROM PAGE D4

Mary the mother of James
and the other women with
them who told these things
to the apostles, but these
words seemed to them an
idle tale, and they did not
believe them. But Peter rose
and ran to the tomb; stoop-
ing and looking in, he saw
the linen cloths by them-
selves; and he went home
marveling at what had
happened.

JOHN 20:1-10
Now on the first day of the
week Mary Magdalene came

« SRV & \_,/}; o W

to the tomb early, while it
was still dark, and saw that
the stone had been taken
away from the tomb. So
she ran and went to Simon
Peter and the other dis-
ciple, the one whom Jesus
loved, and said to them,
“They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we do
not know where they have
laid him.” So Peter went out
with the other disciple, and
they were going toward the
tomb. Both of them were
running together, but the
other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first.
And stooping to look in, he

saw the linen cloths lying
there, but he did not go in.
Then Simon Peter came, fol-
lowing him, and went into
the tomb. He saw the linen
cloths lying there, and the
face cloth, which had been
on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the linen cloths but
folded up in a place by it-
self. Then the other disciple,
who had reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he
saw and believed; for as yet
they did not understand

the Scripture, that he must
rise from the dead. Then the
disciples went back to their
homes.
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A delightful, newly renovated community with a
devoted staff and rave reviews.

* Interior courtyards; wrap-around porches.

* Full calendar of activities and events.

* Professional care whenever needed 24/7.

e Chef-prepared meals; forever friendships.
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The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John comprise the canonical Gospels. Each book can help
Christians understand and connect with the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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