
Nikzad comes from a rich 
history of military back-
ground with great-grand-

parents, both her grandfa-
thers and step-grandfathers, 
mother and father, stepdad, 

uncle and one of her siblings 
having served in the military. 

Her great-grandmother 
served as one of the few 
women in the Women’s Air 
Corps and both of her grand-
fathers served in World War 
11 as part of the Marine 
Corps.

“One of my grandpas was 
there for the Iwo Jima raising 
of the flag. That stood out to 

me in my childhood as be-
ing a very important event,” 
Nikzad said. “My great-
grandma was in the Women’s 
Air Corps which a very small 
portion of the female popu-
lation at the time joined and 
she was one of them.”

Nikzad shared that she 
was inspired by her fam-

COURTESY PHOTO

Nikzad and the motor transportation contact team deploy into Tunisia in North Africa.
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service and sacrifice of military veterans on Veterans 
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erans. Thank you to all who served.
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Marine Corps veteran shares her story 

“THE FEW AND THE PROUD”“THE FEW AND THE PROUD”“THE FEW AND THE PROUD”

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

A
mber Nikzad is a Marine Corps veteran 
who served four years as a captain and 
made the move to Granbury in June of 
last year.

“One of my grandpas was there for the Iwo Jima raising of the flag. That stood out to me in my 

childhood as being a very important event. My great-grandma was in the Women’s Air Corps 

which a very small portion of the female population at the time joined and she was one of them.”

AMBER NIKZAD
Marive Corps Veteran

PLEASE SEE VETERAN | A6

City of Granbury 
election results 
BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

There were two seats up for grabs on Granbury’s City 
Council this election. The election resulted in a runoff 
as well as the re-election of a councilman.

Gary “Skip” Overdier is leading in Place 4 that was 
previously the place of Trish Burwell. Burwell opted not 
to run for re-election.

Overdier came out with a total of 1,072 votes or 45.93 
percent where his opponents Charles Beard had 639 
votes or 27.38 percent and Brad Benson received 623 
votes or 26.69 percent.

According to the City of Granbury, since none of the 
candidates received more than half the votes, a runoff 
election is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 9.

Early voting in person for this election will start on 
Nov. 27 and ends on Dec. 5.

Place 6 also was up for grabs and was won by incum-
bent Greg Corrigan facing a challenge from Alex Wolf. 

Corrigan received 1,183 votes or 52.25 percent and 
Wolf received 1,081 votes or 47.75 percent.

Election returns will be officially confirmed at the 
Granbury City Council meeting on Nov. 16 at 1 p.m.

Preliminary election results show 
GISD Prop. B failed by six votes
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

Preliminary voting num-
bers currently show that 
Proposition B, the Granbury 
Independent School District 
bond, failed by six votes.

When preliminary to-
tals from Hood County 
came in on Tuesday night, 
Proposition B was ahead by 
74 votes. However, as results 
came in from the counties 
of Johnson, Somervell and 
Parker, the overall vote total 
shifted.

The current preliminary 
numbers for Prop. B are list-

ed below:

HOOD
For: 6,149
Against: 6,075

JOHNSON
For: 29
Against: 32

PARKER
For: 34
Against: 110

SOMERVELL
For: 7
Against: 8

TOTAL
For: 6,219
Against: 6,225

Preliminary numbers show 
that Proposition A, the Voter 
Approval Tax Rate Election 
(VATRE), is currently passing 
by a total of 885 votes.

Additionally, GISD Board 
of Trustees incumbent Mike 
Moore is currently in the 
lead for Place 1 with 59.1% of 
votes, followed by Rhonda 
Rogers Williams with 34.1% 
and Jessica Wark with 6.9%.

For GISD Board of Trustees 
Place 2, preliminary numbers 
show Nancy Alana is current-
ly leading with 64.8% of the 
votes, with Alejandra Munoz 
at 35.2%.

Granbury ISD 

Superintendent Dr. Jeremy 
Glenn posted a statement to 
the Granbury ISD Facebook 
page on Wednesday morn-
ing thanking the community 
for a strong turnout in this 
year’s VATRE and school 
bond elections. 

“Our district is grateful 
that voters chose to ratify 
Proposition A, the Voter 
Approved Tax Rate Election, 
which will help fund staff 
pay increases, smaller class 
sizes and additional secu-
rity for all GISD campuses,” 
Glenn’s statement reads. 

PLEASE SEE PROP. B | A3

Texas votes on 
14 proposed 
amendments
BY EMILY NAVA 
Staff Writer

Voters across Texas had the opportunity to vote on 
14 proposed amendments on Election Day. Thirteen 
of the 14 amendments were approved.

Proposition 1 protects a person’s right to engage in 
farming, ranching, timber production, horticulture 
and wildlife management practices on property that a 
person owns or leases. Proposition I passed with 79% 
approval and 21% disapproval. 

Proposition 2 allows for a county municipality to 
exempt a qualifying child-care facility from property 
taxes. Proposition 2 passed with 65% approval and 
35% disapproval.

Proposition 3 is an attempt to prevent future wealth 
tax that would ask voters for approval on if they could 
impose new state taxes on residents based off net 
worth and wealth. Proposition 3 passed with 68% ap-
proval and 32% disapproval.

Proposition 4 will allow the state of Texas to spend 

PLEASE SEE AMENDMENTS | A6
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Southern Oak Custom Homes. “Beyond the 
construction and completion of high-quality 
homes, Southern Oak Custom Homes aims to 
deliver a better build experience to all homeowners 
from our fi rst contact all the way to move-in day 
and beyond.” Thank you for joining the Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce!

COURTESY GRAPHIC

“TX HOP Club features climate controlled courts 
with professional, permanent nets, court dividers 
which create a comfortable and spacious play area 
and strategically placed LED lighting. We invite 
beginners, pros and in-betweeners to make TX 
HOP Club their home club! We will off er reserved 
courts so you can play with whomever you choose 
at your convenience. You will also enjoy open play, 
clinics, local and traveling league play, drills and 
skills sessions, tournaments and special events all 
designed to enhance your fun and improve your 
play.” Thank you for joining the Granbury Chamber 
of Commerce!

COURTESY GRAPHIC

“Carter Landscape is a design/build landscape 
company with over 20 years of experience off ering 
landscape architecture services and installation, as 
well as licensed irrigation and drainage services. We 
specialize in upscale residential properties, large 
estates, and ranches.” Thank you for joining the 
Granbury Chamber of Commerce! 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

CHAMBER NEWS

RIBBON CUTTINGS

Granbury Chamber of Commerce celebrates Women in Business 
with annual holiday fashion show: A night of glamour and giving
Chamber Message

Get ready to sparkle 
and shine as the Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce 
proudly presents the Women 
in Business Annual Holiday 
Fashion Show on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14 from 5:30-8pm at 
Hotel Lucy. This dazzling 
event promises a night of 
glitz, glamour and giving.

Picture it: Hotel Lucy 
bathed in the warm glow of 
lights providing an atmo-
sphere of luxury and style 
with a buzz of excitement in 
the air. Local boutiques, all 
cherished chamber mem-
bers, will take center stage 
to showcase their latest and 
greatest holiday fashion — 

from chic winter attire to 
exquisite accessories that’ll 
make your heart skip a beat. 
We will see amazing fash-
ions from The Pearl, Red on 
the Square, Jean’s Crossing, 
Lake Granbury Mercantile, 
The Class Act, Beyond Cuffs 
and Bella Rosa Consignment 
Gallery.

Ladies, we are in for a treat! 
This event is not just a cele-
bration of the vibrant fashion 
scene in our fabulous town 
but a chance to celebrate 
the remarkable women be-
hind these businesses. Plus, 
we want to celebrate all our 
Granbury businesswomen, 
who work tirelessly to make 
our community thrive. It’s an 

opportunity to enjoy fellow-
ship and networking with 
others who are ready to be a 
part of the spotlight. 

But that’s not all… door 
prizes, generously donated 
by our local boutiques, will 
also be up for grabs. Raffle 
tickets will be available to 
purchase for your chance to 
win one of these amazing 
prizes. And the best part? 
Every dollar raised in the 

raffle will go straight to the 
Many Mansions local char-
ity, spreading the love and 
warmth to those who need it 
most this holiday season. 

A huge shout out to our 
presenting sponsor, Town 
Square Title, for making this 
spectacular evening possible. 
Their unwavering support is a 
shining example of how local 
businesses can come together 
to create unforgettable and 

meaningful events for the 
women in our community.

And let’s not forget about 
the refreshments that will 
make your taste buds dance 
with joy. Thanks to our re-
freshment sponsors — The 
FIT Lounge, Tristand Stuart 
Insurance Agency and Bella 
Rosa Consignment Gallery — 
you’ll enjoy delectable bites 
by Hard Eight while celebrat-
ing the finest fashion and 
the spirit of giving. Sips will 
also be provided with a cash 
bar and our fabulous DJ will 
keep the energy high, while 
the 360 photo booth captures 
your stylish moments, mak-
ing memories that will last a 
lifetime. 

Don’t miss this fantas-
tic opportunity to revel in 
the glitz and glam, embrace 
empowerment and become 
part of a community that 
cares. Join us at the Women 
in Business Annual Holiday 
Fashion Show and let your 
heart be warmed by the 
generosity and talent of 
Granbury’s businesswomen. 

For more information and 
ticket inquiries, please con-
tact the Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce at 817-573-1622, 
email Maegan at maegan@
granburychamber.com or vis-
it our website at www.gran-
burychamber.com. Get ready 
to shine, ladies, because this 
night is for you!

Texas Lumber: Ribbon Cutting to 
celebrate the Grand Opening. They are 
located at 4805 E. Hwy 377.
COURTESY PHOTO

Radiance Wellness MediSpa: Ribbon 
Cutting to celebrate the Grand 
Opening of the New Surgery Center, 
located at 600 S. Harbor Ct. 
COURTESY PHOTO

La Fondita de Cristina: Ribbon Cutting 
to celebrate the Grand Opening. They 
are located at 8905 Glen Rose Hwy. 
COURTESY PHOTO
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>>>>>> Want your news online?
Subscribe to the Hood County News and get breaking news, local events, sports coverage, classified 
ads, weather, videos, photos, coupons, sound off, 
opinion poll, garage sale maps at your fingertips. >>>>>>
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If it is mechanical, it will break down
My granddaughter was 

buckled into the car seat and 
my wife had jumped into the 
front seat as I pushed the 
ignition button on the car. 
When I did, nothing hap-
pened. I guess that is not ex-
actly true because the engine 
did make sort of a groan, but 
it did not turn over. Instantly 
I assumed it was the bat-
tery and wondered if maybe 
something like a courtesy 
light switch had been left 
on, thinking it might have 

drained the battery over-
night. There had been no 
warning of a battery issue, it 
was just suddenly dead.

The girls unloaded, got 
into my car and we headed 
off to breakfast. When we re-
turned, I discarded the prior 
plans made for the morning 
and went about determining 
what had gone wrong with 
the car. Since the vehicle was 
parked in the garage, and 
there is a substantial slope 
to the driveway heading into 

the garage, pushing the car 
out to be able to “jump it” 
seemed unlikely. Instead, I 
got out the battery charger, 
plugged it in, and hooked it 
up. It took about 20 minutes 
before the battery had taken 
enough charge to let the en-
gine turn over, but once it 
did, it started right up. I then 
headed to the parts store 
where I got the battery tested 
only to learn it had gone 
bad. Two hundred seventy-
five dollars later I had a new 

battery installed and I had a 
degree of comfort knowing 
my wife and the grandbaby 
would not be out someplace 
stranded because of a me-
chanical issue. Mission ac-
complished and all is well.

On the way home from the 
auto parts store, my mind 
drifted to all the other occa-
sions in my life where I had 
car-related battery problems. 
In the days before electronic 
ignitions, there were all sorts 

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Mack Bennett

FolksFolksaround town

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.

BY SAM HOUSTON

Marketing Consultant
BRITTANY BOWERS

brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Mack Bennett!

Mack has called Hood County home since he was a 
child. In 1964 the Bennett family moved here from West 
Texas, Pampa, to be exact. Bennett has always appreci-
ated the small-town feeling and feels good core family 
values can still be found in Granbury. Mack and his wife 
Meredith, a retired RN, raised three boys here: Brandon, 
Justin, and Mack Jr, his namesake. The couple are now 
experiencing the joy of four grandchildren, with a fifth 
on the way. Now retired from the Local 178 Union of 
Operating Engineers, Mack spends much more time with 
fellow Granbury Volunteer Fire Department volunteers. 
Bennett has been volunteering in Hood County for over 
40 years, pretty much his entire adult life. Depending on 
where he resided at the time, Mack has also volunteered 
for DCBE, Acton, and Indian Harbor Fire Departments. 
The Bennett’s eldest grandson, 21-year-old Caven 
Bennett, also proudly serves as a GVFD volunteer. The 
couple loves to take in the good old-fashioned country 
gospel at the Triple Cross Cowboy Church. Mack also 
shared that his newest favorite hobby is laser crafting! 
When Mack was asked about the Hood County News the 
quick reply was: “The Hood County News is always on the 
spot with good reporting.”

L
ast weekend our granddaughter spent the 
night. It was a fun evening and on Sunday 
morning my girls explained to me it had been 
decided we were going out for breakfast. 

Something was mentioned about pancakes and bacon, 
and the next thing I knew they were all dressed, and we 

were loading up my wife’s car to head to the diner. 

From Staff Reports

Granbury resident and 
former Hood County Judge 
candidate Mark Burton 
Shackelford was arrested at 
his residence in Nassau Bay 
at 6:44 p.m. on Nov. 3, for a 
Class A misdemeanor charge 
of deadly conduct (assault, 
other weapon).

According to Hood County 
Sheriff Roger Deeds, the inci-
dent resulted in Shackelford 
“not getting along with his 
neighbors” and stemmed 

from a previous occurrence 
where his neighbor rode by 
his house on a bike and was 
bitten by Shackelford’s dog.

“In this world we live in, 
my sheriff deputies can’t 
be everywhere they need to 
be all the time, so it is very 
important to get along with 
your neighbors and watch 
each other’s backs,” Deeds 
said in an email to the HCN 
on Nov. 6. “Apparently, they 
do not all get along in that 
neighborhood.”

Shackelford previously ran 

against current Hood County 
Judge Ron Massingill in the 
November 2022 election, 
with Massingill receiving 
4,187 votes and Shackelford 
receiving 2,706. 

After being booked into 
the Hood County Jail at 
11:28 p.m. on Saturday, 
Shackelford posted a bond 
of $2,500 and was released 
from jail on Sunday morning, 
according to Deeds.

Sheriff: Former judge candidate 
arrested, charged with deadly conduct

COURTESY PHOTO

Mark Burton Shackleford
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“In the coming months, we 
will study feedback from 
Proposition B to better un-
derstand why voters chose 
not to support additional 
facilities in our district. The 
facilities proposed on the 
ballot were truly needed to 
accommodate future stu-
dent growth and provide 
equity within our district. We 
look forward to a continued 

strong partnership with all 
stakeholders as we work to 
provide all students in our 
schools with an exemplary 
educational experience. 
Thank you for your involve-
ment and genuine concern 
for our students and GO 
PIRATES!”

Glenn also congratulated 
candidates Moore and Alana 
on “winning the election” for 
the Granbury ISD Board of 
Trustees. 

“I look forward to work-
ing together for the better-

ment of the students, staff 
and community of Granbury 
ISD.”

The Granbury ISD election 
preliminary results are listed 
below:

Proposition A (VATRE)
For: 6,641 (53.6%)
Against: 5,756 (46.4%)
Proposition B (Bond)
For: 6,219 (49.9%)
Against: 6,225 (50.1%)
Granbury ISD Trustee, 

Place 1
Mike Moore: 6,847 (59.1%)
Rhonda Rogers Williams: 

3,938 (34.1%)
Jessica Wark: 794 (6.9%)
Granbury ISD Trustee, 

Place 2
Nancy Alana: 7,491 (64.8%)
Alejandra Munoz: 4,063 

(35.2%)
As these are still prelimi-

nary numbers, the Hood 
County News will provide 
updates on the final voting 
numbers as soon as they be-
come available. 

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243
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Granbury City Council 
candidate’s house raided 
BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

The Hood County News 
received an anonymous tip 
the morning of Nov. 6 that 
Granbury City Council candi-
date Brad Benson’s house was 
raided that day.

Benson is the general man-
ager and partner of Cinergy 
Cinemas and a Granbury vol-
unteer firefighter who lives 
in the 1200 block of Mallard 
Way.

At around 6 a.m., ap-
proximately 30 to 40 cars 
were spotted at Benson’s 
residence.

Two of the vehicles were 
state troopers and five of 
the cars were white and un-
marked. Only the state troop-
ers were in uniform, and the 
other people were dressed in 
street clothes according to 
the tip.

Badges were clearly seen, 
and the officers were carrying 
guns, the tipster stated.

“You could tell that they 
were some kind of investiga-

tor. They had Brad in the back 
seat of an unmarked car and 
then he came out of it and 
was standing outside for a bit 
before they put him back in 
the unmarked car,” the tip-
ster added.

The tipster noticed one of 
the people who came out of 
Benson’s residence was hold-
ing a brown paper sack and 
gave it to one of the state 
troopers.

The people at Benson’s 
residence were going in and 
out of his house, according 
to the tipster and they later 
searched his truck and truck 
bed.

After searching Benson’s 
truck, the tipster noticed 
Benson was put into the back 
of a state trooper’s car before 
it drove away with the rest of 
the cars following.

HCN Publisher Sam 
Houston reached out to the 
chairman of the Republican 
Party of Hood County Steve 
Biggers, to confirm a state-
ment the group posted on 

social media.
“We have just learned that 

longtime community mem-
ber, Deputy Fire Marshal, life-
time member of the Granbury 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
small businessman and 
city council candidate Brad 
Benson was taken into cus-
tody by law enforcement this 
morning. Based on the limited 
information available, it is our 
understanding that a serious 
sex-related offense may be 
involved. If these allegations 
are true, there is no such way 
the party would ever condone 
such activity.”

In addition, the HCN 
learned from the Hood 
County Sheriff bond report 
that Bradley Jay Benson was 
charged with two counts of 
felony first-degree child por-
nography possession on Nov. 
6 at 2:04 p.m.

According to Hood County 
Sheriff Roger Deeds, Benson’s 
bond was set on Nov. 7 at 
$100,000 for each of the two 
charges.

“There was no arrest war-
rant. It was an on-site arrest. 
We executed a search war-
rant at his house and then 
found child pornography 
and then arrested him at that 
point,” District Attorney Ryan 
Sinclair told the HCN on Nov. 
8.

HCN will continue to follow 
the story and provide updates 
as the story develops.

COURTESY PHOTO

Brad Benson

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians,
Mechanics,
Carpenters,

Painters,
and more in the

CLASSIFIEDS
www.hcnews.com



A4 Hood County News SATURDAY, Nov. 11, 2023  

www.hcnews.com

TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS
Information should be 

submitted at least two 
weeks prior to the event 
for consideration. The 
Community Calendar is 
a free listing in the Hood 
County News to inform 
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should 
be open to the public 
and free to attend. Email 
the who, what, when and 
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street 
address for the location. 
The topic for the meeting, 
program or guest speaker 
must be included. Email to: 
calendar@hcnews.com. 
Calendar information 
runs in chronological 
order as space 
is available. 

HCNEWS.COM

THROUGH NOVEMBER 
AND DECEMBER

LAKE GRANBURY Art 
Association hosts a group 
show perfect for the holi-
day season at the Shanley 
Gallery, 224. N. Travis, Gran-
bury. Reception is 6-8 p.m. 
on Nov. 25. Gallery hours 
vary. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 11

CHRISTMAS CRAFT Fair, 
Southside Baptist Church 
at 910 Paluxy Road, Gran-
bury from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information call 
817-573-1462 or 432-556-
4053.

VETERANS DAY Ceremo-
ny at Jim Burkes Firefighter 
Park, 561 N. Travis St., at 
11 a.m. All veterans in at-
tendance receive a special 
gift. Event sponsored by 
Friends of Memorial Lane.

MONDAY, NOV. 13

VETERANS DAY essay 
winners will be announced 
at the GISD School Board 
meeting, 6 p.m. at the ad-
ministration building. The 
essay contest is hosted 
by the GISD/MOAA and 
Friends of Memorial Lane.

THE NORTH Central Texas 
Civil War Round Table will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at Spring 
Creek Bar-B-Que, 317 E. U.S. 
Hwy 377.  The program will 
be presented by Dr. David 
K. Barnett, a local historian, 
who will speak on “Gran-
bury, Texas, and the Civil 
War.  This is a “must attend” 
program for anyone with 
an interest in our local his-
tory. Visitors are welcome, 
and there is no charge for 
first-time attendees.  For 
more information, visit our 
website at http://www.
ncentexcwrt.com. 

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC 
Women of Hood Coun-
ty monthly meeting. 
Program: Josh Worthey, 
regional union business 
manager, will talk about 
the importance of vot-
ing.  11 a.m. Spring Creek 
Barbeque, 317 E. U.S. Hwy 
377, Granbury.  Details: Call 
254-716-5195.

PLEASE SEE 
CALENDAR | A9

CALENDARCALENDARTWC kicks off statewide hiring 
event for veterans and their families

EXTRA-TERRITORIAL 
JURISDICTION

It’s time to abolish the 
ETJ or let the residents vote 
for representation. The 
extra-territorial jurisdic-
tion, or ETJ, is described 
as the 1-mile easement 
between the Granbury city 
limits and Hood County. 
Essentially, those residents 
are beholden to the city of 
Granbury for any develop-
ment, construction and 
general guidelines; how-
ever, they are not allowed 
to vote, or sit on the boards 
that govern them. 

Most residents are com-
pletely unaware that they 
live in the ETJ until they 
attempt to build, modify 
or install on their county 
property anything that 
is not compliant with the 
Granbury city codes or 

charter. At that point, they 
need to apply through the 
city of Granbury, then its 
planning and zoning com-
mission, and finally, the 
city council for approval. 

These same residents 
are not allowed to vote in 
the election of any of those 
representatives. They are 
simply governed by force 
(e.g., if you live here, you 
are forced to follow our 
rules without any elected 
representatives). Are you 
in the ETJ? If you live on 
the Southside of OTS, in 
Sky Harbour, Laguna Tres, 
Comanche Cove, Ports 
‘O Call, Meander Estates, 
Western Hills, Decordova 
Ranch or any of the “un-
named” locations on the 
ETJ map, then this applies 
to you. These are thou-
sands of residents who 
are not represented but 

live in these areas. Those 
are thousands of potential 
votes for city council candi-
dates that are never cast. 

I would urge you to write 
your county commissioner 
and address the city coun-
cil to either abolish the ETJ 
or allow those residents to 
vote in elections that affect 
their livelihood.

Joshua Morrison
Granbury

LAKE GRANBURY 
MEDICAL CENTER

I recently overheard 
someone speaking nega-
tively of Lake Granbury 
Medical Center (hospital). 
I wondered if they were 
speaking of somewhere 
else. Earlier this year, I 
broke my ankle and was in 
LGMC for seven days.

While there, I received 

the most efficient, atten-
tive and loving care I’ve had 
anywhere in a long time. 
All the professional staff, 
including those who kept 
everything spotless, were 
the essence of TLC. Even 
the food was great. 

By the seventh day, I told 
them if they didn’t dis-
charge me, I was going to 
apply for permanent resi-
dence because they were 
spoiling me. Most of us 
would rather be well and in 
our own homes, but if we 
need an exemplary hospi-
tal, I personally discovered 
that Lake Granbury Medical 
Center is the place to be.

Willa Avery
Granbury

GUIDELINES FOR
LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

 Submit letters to www.
hcnews.com/forms/let-
ters. Letters must include 
author’s first and last 
name, and home address. 
Specific address will not be 
published.

Writers are limited to one 
letter every 30 days.

Letters should be 500 
words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing. All 
submissions to the Hood 
County News will become 
the property of the Hood 
County News. Letters to 
the Editor will appear in 
the Saturday edition of the 
Hood County News.

Questions: Call 817-573-
7066 or contact Publisher 
Sam Houston.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COURTESY PHOTO

The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) began its 12th annual Hiring Red, White & You! statewide hiring event on Wednesday, Nov. 1, which provides opportunities for 
veterans, transitioning military members and military spouses to connect with employers across Texas.

Hiring Red, White & You! enters 12th year of connecting nation’s heroes with Texas employers

Submitted Item

AUSTIN — The Texas 
Workforce Commission 
(TWC) began its 12th annual 
Hiring Red, White & You! 
statewide hiring event on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1, which 
provides opportunities for 
veterans, transitioning mili-
tary members and military 
spouses to connect with em-
ployers across Texas from 
Nov. 1-17.

“Thank you to our Texas 
veterans who have served 
their nation proudly,” 
said TWC Chairman Bryan 
Daniel. “We are honored to 

again present statewide hir-
ing events to connect veter-
ans, service members, and 
their spouses with oppor-
tunities to showcase their 
skillsets and create mean-
ingful careers.” 

Since 2012, Hiring Red, 
White & You! has served 
more than 20,000 employ-
ers and connected more 
than 114,000 job seekers to 
meaningful job opportuni-
ties. The free hiring events 
organized through Hiring 
Red, White & You! have fa-
cilitated more than 3,000 
same-day hires since the ini-
tiative was launched.

“Hiring Red, White & You! 
is a win-win situation as it 
connects Texas employers 
with our nation’s heroes and 
provides veterans an oppor-
tunity to continue their ca-
reer with commitment and 
purpose after the military,” 
said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Employers 
Aaron Demerson. “Texas 
employers that hire from 
the veteran community will 
gain a uniquely skilled lead-
er who will be an asset to the 
company.”

Employers are also invited 
to participate at no cost 
and are encouraged to con-

tact their local Workforce 
Solutions Office for more 
information. Employers who 
hire veterans may be eligible 
for the Work Opportunity 
Tax Credit, which allows 
employers to receive up to 
$9,600 of federal business 
income or payroll tax ben-
efits when they hire from 
certain qualified groups, in-
cluding veterans. 

 “TWC is proud to sup-
port more than 22,000 
uniformed service mem-
bers and their families as 
they transition from active 
military duty to a civilian 
lifestyle in the Lone Star 

State each year,” said TWC 
Commissioner Representing 
Labor Alberto Treviño III. 
“Our annual Hiring Red, 
White, and You! job fairs 
continue to help Texas vet-
erans transition and join the 
strong civilian labor force.” 

Find information on how 
to participate in Hiring Red, 
White & You! hiring fairs at 
twc.texas.gov/hiring-red-
white-you. For information 
on all veteran workforce 
services available in Texas, 
visit twc.texas.gov/services/
veterans.
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But now, residents can 
finally sleep better at night 
following the completion of 
a 24-foot high and almost 
2,000-foot-long soundproof-
ing wall that was recently 
constructed around the 
center.

Bitcoin is a cryptocurrency 
— a virtual currency de-
signed to act as money and a 
form of payment outside the 
control of any one person, 
group or entity, thus remov-
ing the need for third-party 
involvement in financial 
transactions, according to 
investopedia.com.

With Bitcoin essentially 
being the currency of the 
internet, rather than being 
controlled by a bank, the cur-
rency is controlled by math-
ematics and software.

However, with banks out 
of the equation, Bitcoin will 

need some agency to keep 
track of the funds, and that 
is where bitcoin mining 
comes into play.

Bitcoin mining refers to 
the process where a global 
network of computers run-
ning the Bitcoin code work 
to ensure transactions are le-
gitimate and added correct-
ly to the cryptocurrency’s 
blockchain. Mining is also 
how new Bitcoin is entered 
into circulation, according to 
forbes.com. 

With Bitcoin mining basi-
cally being the accountants 
of the internet, Granbury’s 
massive 300-megawatt 
Bitcoin mining data center 
runs its accounting software 
on supercomputers using a 
very specific chip.

Matt Prusak, chief com-
mercial officer for US Bitcoin, 
explained that Granbury’s 

Bitcoin mining site — known 
as the delta — is “one of the 
largest in North America,” 
using between 70,000 to 
90,000 supercomputers at 
its location.

“We’re not the biggest, but 
we’re very proud,” he said. 
“We don’t own it. It’s actually 
owned by a private equity 
fund, but we’re the responsi-
ble one. We’re the operators. 
We’ve been operating that 
site now for roughly a year.”

Prusak explained that 
when US Bitcoin took over 
the Granbury site, they were 
brought in by the owner to 
“keep things in shipshape.”

One of the issues Prusak 
noted was complaints from 
residents regarding the loud 
noise caused by fans to keep 
the supercomputers cool.

“We were a big believer in 
being a good citizen, and be-
ing a good neighbor was ad-
dressing any neighborly con-
cerns,” he said. “We’re trying 
to run the software as fast as 
possible, as best as possible, 
so we run them hot, and we 
have fans to cool them down. 
Now the fans, much like the 
old desktop computer fans 
can make some noise, so we 
commissioned with our part-
ner a large investment in a 

noise wall.”
Prusak explained he pre-

sented the soundproofing 
wall project at a town hall 
meeting with Hood County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Nannette Samuelson in at-
tendance, where he laid out 
the “multimillion dollar 
investment” that US Bitcoin 
was making on the wall.

“Not long after taking of-
fice, I began getting calls 
and emails from residents 
complaining about the noise 
from the Bitcoin data center 
next to Wolf Hollow power 
plant,” Samuelson said, in 
a text message to the HCN. 
“Constable (John) Shirley 
and I did some investigation 
to verify, and then reached 
out to US Bitcoin to discuss 
solutions.”

Samuelson said from the 
first meeting with Prusak, he 
was “committed to being a 
good community partner.”

“The company had already 
made plans to build a noise 
barrier wall, which he ex-
plained during a community 
town hall I held in June,” she 
said. “I kept in touch with 
Mr. Prusak getting updates 
every few weeks. He was 
very accommodating when 
I requested a tour to see the 
wall firsthand. Once the wall 
is complete, the residents 
should see a reduction in 
noise emitting from the data 
center.”

Prusak said the wall was 
just recently completed and 
that he is pleased to say it’s 
the “best in class.”

“This thing is awesome,” 
he said. “It is 24 feet high 
and almost half a mile long. 
We had three different crews 
with over 30 people work-
ing to build this wall and I’m 
pleased to say that it will 
— and it has — solved the 
concern.”

The soundproofing wall 
is metal and contains an 
acoustic dampening material 
inside the siding that is used 
to absorb sound. 

“It was a big investment 
in time and money, but 
we think it’s worthwhile,” 
Prusak said. “We built the 
site with the intention that 
we would stay and keep 
everyone employed and 
show that this is best in 
class and again, this is one 
of the crown jewels in North 
America for Bitcoin mining, 
so part of being that is show-
ing that you care about your 
neighborhood.” 

Prusak added that 
Commissioner Samuelson 
was an “awesome partner” 
in the soundproofing wall 
project.

“She’s been nothing but 
hospitable in terms of allow-
ing us to participate in the 
town hall and sort of giving 
us input from the communi-
ty on how to be a good neigh-

bor, and I have to thank her 
for her kind partnership,” 
he said.

Prusak explained that one 
Bitcoin is equal to about 
$35,000 in U.S. dollars, add-
ing that he doesn’t have a 
specific number on how 
many Bitcoins the site is able 
to produce in a day.

“There’s a lot of math, 
so I can’t say we make 10 a 
day or anything like that,” 
he explained. “I can say that 
they’re worth about $34,000-
$35,000, and we’ve got, you 
know, tens of thousands 
of machines running to do 
that.”

As for the future of 
Granbury’s delta site, Prusak 
said with already being the 
“largest private Bitcoin mine 
operator in North America,” 
the focus now is on continu-
ing to develop its place in the 
industry, build great facili-
ties, and hire locals.

“Our mission is to secure 
the future of finance; that’s 
the goal,” he added. “At the 
end of the day, we’re proud 
Bitcoin miners and we’re 
very proud of this wall. 
We’re quite happy with the 
result and we look forward 
to continuing to be a good 
neighbor.”

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243

COURTESY OF MATT PRUSAK

The Bitcoin mining corporation located near the Wolf Hollow data center in Granbury recently completed its 24-foot-high and almost 2,000-foot-long soundproofing wall.

COURTESY OF NANNETTE SAMUELSON

The new soundproofing wall at Granbury’s Bitcoin mining site is metal and contains an acoustic 
dampening material inside the siding that is used to absorb sound. 

COURTESY OF NANNETTE SAMUELSON

Hood County Precinct 2 Commissioner Nannette Samuelson, left, poses with Matt Prusak, chief 
commercial officer for US Bitcoin, in front of the new soundproofing wall at Granbury’s Bitcoin mining 
corporation located near the Wolf Hollow data center.

Granbury US Bitcoin Corp erects 24-foot soundproofing wall

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

F
or the past year, the constant fan noise 
emanating from the Bitcoin mining corpo-
ration located near the Wolf Hollow data 
center in Granbury has led to many Hood 

County residents becoming disgruntled with the 
new center.
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ily and wanted to join the 
military to serve the United 
States.

Her mother and father 
both served in the Air Force 
and met while serving as 
firefighters. Her brother 
served in the Navy.

When Nikzad was in high 
school, she was part of the 
Marine Corps Junior ROTC 
program and fell in love 
with the idea of the Marine 
Corps.

After graduating high 
school, she knew she want-
ed to go to college but still 
had that military desire in 
the back of her mind.

She studied criminal 
justice at Samoa College 
in California and later got 
her master’s degree at the 
University of North Carolina 
at Wilmington. Nikzad is 
currently pursuing a PhD at 
Liberty University.

After graduating from 
Samoa at the age of 22, 
Nikzad was ready to serve. 

Before going into the 
Marines, her dad took her 
to look at other branch-
es, so the two went to an 
Army, Navy and Air Force 
recruiter.

“I was like ‘Dad, I don’t 
want to be in any of these, 
I want to be in the Marine 
Corps,’” Nikzad said. “There 
was no changing my mind 
on that one.”

She always knew she 
wanted to be a part of the 
Marine Corps, noting the 
toughness of the program 
is something she wanted to 
prove she could be a part of. 

Women became an of-
ficial part of the Marine 
Corps on June 12, 1948, 
when Congress passed the 
Women’s Armed Services 
Integration Act. 

“It is the hardest, the most 
grueling and physically de-
manding branch there is,” 

Nikzad said. 
She shared that being a 

woman in such a grueling 
branch was tough.

“A lot of instances where 
even in the Marine Corps 
you feel this inferiority 
complex to the male coun-
terparts and that’s not an 
opportunity to fight back 
or argue because that’s just 

going to add fuel to the fire. 
Often the men view women 
as overly emotional, so it’s 
an opportunity to prove 
them wrong.” 

Not only did Nikzad have 
to face the challenges of be-
ing a woman in the Marines 
she also had to deal with 
being much younger than 
those around her.

“Assuming such a literally 
life-or-death leadership po-
sition at such a young age, 
when you’re working with 
people who are oftentimes 
much older than you and 
oftentimes way more expe-
rienced than you, it became 
very important to humble 
yourself. To understand 
that you don’t know every-

thing, and to utilize those 
other people serving and 
their knowledge on what 
exactly you’re trying to get 
done and use them as an 
asset instead of a threat to 
your position.”

Like her parents, she met 
her future husband in the 
Marines right before they 
were getting ready to de-
ploy. They were both sta-
tioned at Camp Lejeune in 
North Carolina.

Nikzad was a captain and 
served as a logistics officer 
while in the Marines. 

Logistics officers plan, 
coordinate, execute and/or 
supervise the execution of 
all logistics functions and 
the six functional areas of 
tactical logistics: supply, 
maintenance, transporta-
tion, general engineering, 
health services and servic-
es. Logistics officers serve 
as commanders or assis-
tants to the commanders of 
tactical logistics units/ele-
ments and as members of 
general or executive staffs 
in the operating forces, 
supporting establishment 
and joint staff, according to 
the United States Marines 
Officer website.

“I did a lot of weapons-
handling and ammunition 
as well as motor transport 
operations,” she said. 

To become an officer, 
Nikzad had to attend officer 
candidate school which she 
noted was the officer equiv-
alent of boot camp.

The program is 12 weeks 
long and a person can be 
dropped from the program 
at any given time. After this, 
the candidate must go to 
six months of basic school 
to become a proficient rifle 
platoon commander.

She described the pro-
gram as grueling but worth 
it in the end.

Nikzad shared the most 
important lesson she 
learned from serving in the 
Marines and as a leader was 

the lesson of empathy.
“Not everybody’s story 

is the same. Not everybody 
walks the same path and 
there’s room to understand 
and room to show empathy 
to those who may need ex-
tra care. I feel like that was 
easy to forget in the Marines 
because it’s kind of set, like 
things are needed to be 
done this way, with no areas 
of gray but that’s not really 
how the real world operates 
— so showing empathy and 
understanding that there 
are those instances where 
there are those shades of 
gray.”

Nikzad left the service in 
2016 when she and her hus-
band decided they wanted 
to have a child. They now 
have two girls.

Her husband got out of 
service in 2020 after serving 
for 15 years.

“There’s no other place in 
the world that loves their 
veterans the way Texas 
does,” Nikzad said. 

She noted that since the 
Marine Corps’ birthday 
takes place the day before 
Veterans Day, it’s an even 
bigger celebration.

“The whole weekend (of 
Veterans Day) is just a week-
end to be proud. Being in a 
community like Granbury 
where people value veter-
ans, it’s a source of pride 
where it’s like ‘I did serve 
the country’ which is not 
something a lot of people 
sign up for. It makes me 
very proud to be just a part 
of that puzzle, not only 
within the country but with-
in this group of people that 
have decided to potentially 
put themselves in harm’s 
way for the sake of their 
country’s freedom, but also 
being a piece of that puzzle 
within my family.” 

This Veterans Day it is 
important to keep in mind 
that veterans come in differ-
ent ages, gender, race and 
everything in between.

COURTESY PHOTO

Nikzad and her daughter Arya welcome home Ryan after he got back from deployment. 
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$18 billion dollars on prop-
erty tax cuts for businesses 
and homeowners as well 
as cut school district’s tax 
rates. Proposition 4 passed 
with 83% approval and 17% 
disapproval. 

Proposition 5 will cre-
ate the Texas University 
Fund that will allow for 
research universities to bet-
ter their research capabili-

ties. Proposition 5 passed 
with 64% approval and 36% 
disapproval. 

Proposition 6 will cre-
ate a $1 billion dollar water 
supply fund for the state 
that will help support aging 
and bad pipes and mitigate 
water loss. Proposition 6 
passed with 78% approval 
and 22% disapproval. 

Proposition 7 will create 
a Texas energy fund for the 
Public Utilities Commission 
to provide $5 billion to 
finance construction and 

maintain electric genera-
tion facilities. Proposition 7 
passed with 65% approval 
and 35% disapproval. 

Proposition 8 will bring 
high-speed internet to all 
Texans by creating a broad-
band infrastructure fund. 
Proposition 8 passed with 
69% approval and 31% 
disapproval. 

Proposition 9 will grant 
retired teachers a raise in 
their cost of living to their 
monthly pension checks. 
Proposition 9 passed with 

84% approval and 16% 
disapproval. 

Proposition 10 exempts 
school districts, cities and 
counties from collecting 
property taxes on the value 
of equipment and inventory 
by medical and biomedi-
cal product manufactur-
ers. Proposition 10 passed 
with 55% approval and 45% 
disapproval. 

Proposition 11 authorizes 
the legislature to permit 
conservation and recla-
mation districts in El Paso 

County to issue bonds sup-
ported by ad valorem taxes 
to fund the development 
and maintenance of parks 
and recreational facilities. 
Proposition 11 passed with 
63% and 37% disapproval. 

Proposition 12 abolishes 
the office of the county trea-
surer in Galveston County. 
Proposition 12 passed 
with 53% approval and 47% 
disapproval. 

Proposition 13 did not 
pass but would have in-
creased the mandatory age 

of retirement for state judg-
es from 75 to 79 and the 
minimum retirement age 
from 70 to 75. Proposition 
13 failed with 37% approval 
and 63% disapproval. 

Proposition 14 will cre-
ate the centennial parks 
conservation fund to be 
used for the creation and 
improvement of state parks. 
Proposition 14 passed 
with 76% approval and 24% 
disapproval.

AMENDMENTS
FROM PAGE A1

of issues which could pre-
vent your car from starting. 
It could be the points, the 
distributor cap, the coil, and 
of course, the battery. 

When I started driving 50 
years ago batteries were not 
as strong or as long-lasting 
as they are now. In high 
school my old ‘65 Fairlane 
would sit out all night in 

freezing temperatures and 
when I headed to school in 
the morning, it was not un-
usual for me to turn the key 
and hear that familiar whin-
ing sound as the car failed to 
turn over. Invariably, I would 
have to get the jumper cables 
and hook them up, so they 
bridged from my dad’s car 
battery to mine. It was a frus-
trating, freezing and aggra-
vating way to start a morn-
ing. Unfortunately, it was a 

process which was regularly 
repeated, especially during 
the cold winter months. 

There have been a lot of 
old cars in my past, with lots 
of mechanical problems. 
Seems half my youth was 
spent under the hood of a 
car trying to solve an issue. 
I guess similar problems 
went on for generations as 
I recalled my dad telling 
me about a Model A he had 
in high school that leaked 

so much oil and water, he 
would have to stop and fill it 
up every 20 or 30 miles. He 
told me the car could not go 
faster than 25 miles an hour 
but it sure beat walking to 
town from the farm.

Times have changed, and 
car engines have gotten 
more efficient and reli-
able. Oh, they can still break 
down, but the expectation is 
they will run and run well. In 
the “good old days,” it seems 

like it was more of a 50-50 
proposition. My money says 
a lot of my older readers 
have some of the same car 
experiences I did, or my dad 
did. In some ways it is nice 
to stroll down that “auto re-
pair” memory lane, but all in 
all, I don’t miss the problems 
or the aggravation.

Getting a new battery was 
painless and I bet I do not 
have to worry about the 
same problem for another 

four or five years. I think that 
is progress.

Thought for the day: The 
only time you should ever 
look back is to see how far 
you have come.

Until next time…I will keep 

ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com |
817-573-7066, ext. 260
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Mayor Jim Jarratt reads an offi  cial proclamation naming November as National Home and Hospice Care month during a city council meeting on Nov. 7.
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Proud parent 
of a Marine

City of Granbury declares November Home and Hospice Care month

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

During a regularly sched-
uled city council meeting on 
Nov. 7, the City of Granbury 
announced a proclamation 
naming November National 
Home Care and Hospice 
month.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, over 4.9 
million people in the U.S. re-
ceive home health care and 
more than 1.6 million receive 
hospice care.

During November, the 
National Association for 

Home Care (NAHC) encour-
ages all communities to cel-
ebrate National Home Care 
and Hospice Month, honor-
ing the many nurses, thera-
pists and social workers who 
make a difference for the 
patients and families they 
care for.

Mayor Jim Jarratt pre-
sented the official proclama-
tion and read it during the 
meeting.

“WHEREAS, home care and 
hospice services provide 
high quality and compas-
sionate health care services 
to those in need, especially 

during times of community 
or personal healthcare crisis, 
allowing families to remain 
together in their homes for 
a greater length of time, as 
well as provide better care, 
dignity and comfort in our 
community; and WHEREAS, 
thousands of everyday he-
roes such as home care and 
hospice nurses, therapists 
and aides provide com-
passionate, professional 
health and palliative care 
to millions of Americans in 
need; and WHEREAS, these 
professionals and volun-
teers provide fundamental 

support within the health 
care provided to our elderly, 
infirm and disabled popula-
tion; and WHEREAS, Interim 
HealthCare Home Health 
and Hospice, the National 
Association for Home Care 
and Hospice, and thousands 
of agencies across the nation 
have declared the month of 
November as National Home 
Care and Hospice Month and 
are asking all Americans to 
observe these occasions with 
appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. NOW, THEREFORE, 
be it resolved that I, Jim 
Jarratt, Mayor of the City 

of Granbury, do hereby 
proclaim November 2023 
as National Home Care and 
Hospice Month in Granbury, 
Texas and encourage the 
support and participation of 
all community members in 
learning more about home 
care and hospice services to 
better care for our neighbors 
and enhance the quality of 
life in our community,” the 
proclamation read.

According to Home 
Hospice and Health Care, 
“Home care is medical care 
that is appropriate for peo-
ple suffering from chronic 

illness, following surgery, or 
recovering from acute injury 
or illness and want to remain 
at home. When medical care 
can no longer offer a cure, 
hospice care focuses on pro-
viding patients with comfort, 
dignity and quality of life as 
the end of life draws near. 
Hospice is not about giving 
up hope, but instead about 
new hope.”

There are multiple home 
health care services in 
Granbury as well as hospice 
care.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Lone ____ State
  5  TXism: “it it ain’t
      ____, there ain’t a
      cow in Texas”
  6  go by horse
  7  TXism: “he’s _  ___
      hombre” (mean)
  8  agcy. that regulates
      Texas utilities
  9  TX Trini sang “__  _
      Had a Hammer”
12  TXism: “old __  ___”
17  some say an _____
      __ your socks will
      cure the flu
19  it was Letterman’s
      nightly list (2 wds.)
21  Fox _______ carries
      NFL football games
22  TXism: “he’s _  ___
      __ walk the river
      with” (reliable)
23  “the die __  ____”
      (no turning back)
28  hankerings
29  TX Vikki Carr album:
      “____ Hombres”
30  this 1967 hurricane
      hit Texas hard
31  horny _____
      (lizards)
35  _  ____ of cotton
36  museum Institution
      in Washington, D.C.
42  the Alamo was orig-
      inally “Mission San
      _______  __ Valero”
44  TX Charley Pride’s
      “Kiss an _____
      Good Mornin’”
46  Seur __  __  _____
      led first French
      expedition in Texas

  1  TXism: “_____  __
      ___  ___ feedbag”
      (eat a meal)
  2  Quanah _______-
      Chief newspaper
  3  impudence
  4  this Donna was in
      “Apache Trail” with
      TX Chill Wills
  9  “__  __ the plan”
      (privy to)
10  Galveston had the
      _____  ________
      exchange in Texas
11  TXism: “___ slinger”
      (writer)
12  TX Tanya Tucker
      sang  “One Love
      __  _ Time”

48  liquid absorber
49  first 2 init. of president
      born in Denison, Texas
50  high school student, e.g.
51  Spanish for “little girl”
52  driver’s license agcy.
53  it’s used to catch shrimp
      in the Gulf (2 wds.)
54  “____ Day” (Wednesday)
56  ___ City, Texas in
     Upshur County
57  “Surf the ___” (online)

58  TX Ross
      Perot founded
      this co.

13  TXism: “he’s still
      got ____  ____ in
      his garters” (able)
14  health resorts
15  TXism: “pay __  
      __ never mind” 
      (disregard)
16  they hang on
      basketball rims
18  in debt
20  TXism: “he’s __
      spring chicken” (old)
23  this Berlin wrote
      songs for TX Ginger 
      1936 film “Follow
      the Fleet” (init.)  
24  “___ Rim State
      Park” on the Gulf
25  Havana’s country  

26  TXism: “does _ 
      ____ office
      business”
27  seasoned
32  TX Roy Orbison’s
      “__, Pretty Woman”
33  TXism: “honest __
      the day is long”
34  TX Strait’s “What
      __ You Say to That”

36  bro’s sib
37  water ditch around
      a castle
38  wasted time    
39  “hole __  ___”
40  TXism: “he could
      shoot the eye out
      of _  ____”
41  saying “no” (abbr.)
43  symbol for sodium
45  noted black golfer,
      TX Elder (init.)
47  guaranteed
48  Crackle and Pop’s
      amigo 
55  New York’s NL
      team in MLB
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OBITUARIES

As you go through life, 
you’ll have various financial 
goals — and to achieve them, 
you’ll need to invest. But just 
recognizing the need to invest 
is not as useful as matching 
specific types of accounts 
or investments with specif-
ic goals. How can you make 
these connections?

Let’s look at some common 
goals and how they could pos-
sibly be met with appropriate 
accounts and investments:

SAVING FOR A 
DOWN PAYMENT 
ON A HOUSE 

When you’re 
saving for a 
down payment, 
you want a cer-
tain amount of 

money available 
at a certain time — so, for this 
goal, you won’t want to take 
too much risk. Consequently, 
you might consider invest-
ing in certificates of deposit 
(CDs), which will pay you regu-
lar interest payments and re-
turn your principal when the 
CDs mature. CDs are issued 
in a range of maturities, from 
one month to 10 years. Other 

vehicles you might consider 
are money market accounts or 
other cash equivalents. 

SAVING FOR A CHILD’S 
EDUCATION

If you have children, and 
you’d like to help them pay for 
some form of higher educa-
tion, you may want to con-
sider a 529 education savings 
plan. Any earnings growth in a 
529 plan is federally tax free, 
provided the withdrawals are 
used for qualified education 
expenses, and you may also 
receive state tax benefits. A 
529 plan can be used for col-
lege, approved trade school 
programs, student loan repay-

ments and some K-12 costs. 
And if the child you’ve named 
as a beneficiary chooses not 
to continue their education, 
and doesn’t need the money in 
a 529 plan, you can generally 
switch beneficiaries to anoth-
er immediate family member. 

SAVING FOR RETIREMENT
This is the one goal that will 

remain consistent throughout 
your working years — after all, 
you could spend two or even 
three decades in retirement, 
so you’ll need to accumulate 
as many financial resources 
as you can to pay for those 
years. Fortunately, you likely 
have access to several good 
retirement-savings vehicles. 

If you work for a business, 
you might have a 401(k) plan, 
which offers you the chance 
to put away money on a tax-
deferred basis. (If you have a 
Roth option in your 401(k), 
your withdrawals can be tax 
free, although, unlike a tradi-
tional 401(k), your contribu-
tions won’t lower your taxable 
income.) If you work for a 
public school or a nonprofit 
organization, you may be 
able to participate in a 403(b) 
plan, which is quite similar to 
a 401(k), and the same is true 
if you work for a state or local 
government, where you might 
have a 457(b) plan. And even 
if you invest in any of these 
plans, you can probably also 

contribute to an IRA, which 
gives you another chance to 
invest on a tax-deferred basis 
(or tax-free basis, if you’re 
eligible for a Roth IRA). Try to 
take full advantage of whatev-
er retirement plans are avail-
able to you.

Here’s one final point to 
keep in mind: While some in-
vestments and accounts are 
appropriate for certain goals, 
they may not necessarily be 
suitable for your individual 
situation — so keep all your 
options in mind and take the 
steps that are right for you.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Do your investments match your goals?
CHAD CARROLL
Edward Jones 
Financial Adviser

Chad Carroll

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS 
AND MONUMENTS, 
CEMETERY PLOTS, 

CREMATION GARDENS, 
MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS 

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and 
we’ll help you plan ahead 

& save.
(817) 279 - 7270

1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

@HCNEWS

Tommy Boyd Rexrode
Thompson

November 5, 1933 - October 30, 2023

Tommy was born Nov. 5,
1933, to Martin and Katy-
may Thompson of Dallas,
Texas and attended
Woodrow Wilson High
School.

Tommy enlisted in the
U.S. Army in 1951 as a Pri-
vate 2nd Class and
achieved the rank of Tech-
nical Corporal prior to his
honorable discharge in
1954. During the Korean
War he served as a radio
operator. In recognition of
his service, he was award-
ed the National Defense
Service Medal, Good Con-
duct Medal, United Nations
Service Medal, Korean Ser-
vice Medal and three
Bronze Service Stars.

After his military ser-
vice, Tommy earned Jour-
neyman and Master Electri-
cian licenses and estab-
lished an electrical
contracting company in
Fort Worth. He owned and
operated Approved Elec-
tric for over 20 years. Af-
ter selling his company, he
went on to build one of
Granbury's first express oil
change businesses, operat-
ing it for two years prior
to retiring.

Tommy embraced the
outdoors and enjoyed
many hobbies; SCUBA div-
ing, sailing, and piloting
his own airplane. He and
his wife, Betty, were golf
enthusiasts. They often
played couples tourna-
ments at DeCordova Bend
Estates in Granbury where
they lived and were mem-
bers for over 40 years.

Tommy served as presi-
dent of the 51st Signal Bat-
talion Alumni Association
for five years and highly
valued the organization.
One of his greatest joys
was planning and coordi-
nating annual reunions for
his battalion. He and his
wife Betty loved traveling
the country attending the
reunions and formed
many great friendships

over the years.
Tommy is survived by

his beloved wife of 49
years, Betty (BJ) Thompson
of Granbury; daughters
Shannon (Jeff) Critchlow of
Richardson, Kim (Chuck)
Vaughn and Tracie (Craig)
Meyer of Granbury; grand-
children Tyler (Ashley)
Scott, Meredith (DJ) Horn-
ing, Summer Scott and
Caitlin Critchlow; great-
grandchildren Olivia,
Porter, Rowan and Caro-
line. Also survived by son,
Jim Thompson of Dun-
canville, daughters Julie
Wisdom of Irving and Jen-
nifer Rexrode of Austin;
grandsons Michael &
Steven. He was preceded in
death by his father, Martin
Thompson; mother, Kitty
Kelly; sister, Charlotte
Thompson; and infant
daughter, Jennifer Eliza-
beth.

Memorial Service: Noon,
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023, at
Greenwood Funeral Home,
3100 White Settlement Rd.,
Fort Worth, TX 76107 with
visitation prior to the ser-
vice at 10:30 a.m. Inter-
ment with full military
honors at 2:30 p.m. at Dal-
las-Fort Worth National
Cemetery, 2000 Mountain
Creek Pkwy, Dallas, Texas
75211.

In lieu of flowers the
family suggests memorial
contributions be made to
St. Jude Children's Re-
search Hospital or the
North Texas Food Bank.

Helen Shiuvaun Nasypany
May 24, 1935 - November 2, 2023

Helen Shiuvaun (O'Brien)
Nasypany, 88, of Granbury,
Texas passed away on
Thursday Nov. 2, 2023 in
Granbury. She was born in
Sioux City, Iowa on May
24, 1935 to Michael John
O'Brien and Hanorah Myr-
tle (Toomey) O'Brien. Mrs.
Nasypany was the last of
eight children to include
her sister, Patricia, and six
brothers: Donald, Michael,
John, Robert, Phillip and
Thomas. She went to
Blessed Sacrament and
graduated from Heelan
High School in Sioux City.
Attending Briar Cliff Col-
lege, run by the Sisters of
St Francis, Mrs. Nasypany
graduated with a degree in
Education. She then taught
elementary school for sev-
eral years in Sioux City. On
Aug. 31, 1957 in Sioux
City, Iowa, she married LT
Raymond Nasypany of the
USAF and began 66 years
as an Air Force wife. They
served in multiple loca-
tions, both in the United
States and Europe, over 26
years of active duty, and in
that time she never met a
stranger. During that time,
she raised three children,
moved her family over 17
times, established a home
in each place and probably
quelled a few riots with
dispatch and aplomb. The
couple retired in Wichita
Falls, Texas after her hus-
band left active duty. Mrs.
Nasypany's hobbies includ-
ed basket weaving, paint-
ing, refinishing well-loved
furniture, and quilting.
With several of her friends
in Wichita Falls, she found-
ed the Stitch & Bitch Quilt-
ing Group. They not only
made beautiful quilts, but
solved most of the World's
problems with feminine in-
sight. The Nasypany's
moved to Granbury in
1999 with the stated pur-
pose of being "Closer to
grandchildren." They were
members of St Frances
Cabrini Roman Catholic
Church, the Air Force As-
sociation and EAA Chapter

983. Mrs. Nasypany is sur-
vived by Ray, her loving
husband of 66 years;
daughters Mary (Bill
Downey) of Corpus Christi,
Barbara (Joe Davis) of Dal-
las, and son, Stephen of
San Francisco. Grand-
daughters Katie Downey
(Tom Probert), Olivia
Davis, and grandsons Joey
Davis and Henry Davis.
Sister-in-law Mary O'Brien
and brother-in-law Joe
Nasypany (Betty). She was
preceded in death by her
parents, Michael and Myr-
tle O'Brien; siblings Patri-
cia Aiken (Albert), Don
(Ruth), Michael (Gladys),
John (Doris), Robert (Nel-
la), Phillip, and Thomas.
Her in-laws, Wasyl and Eva
(Bundyk) Nasypany.
Michael, Mary Malinchak
(Andy), Jean Mayton (Mar-
ty), Peter (Helen), John (Pa-
tricia), George (Beatrice),
Paul (Frances), Phyllis
Nasypany and Emily
McPherson (Vaughn).
Nieces Nora Aiken, Colleen
Jackson and Peg Reit.
Nephews Kevin O'Brien,
Dan O'Brien, John O'Brien
and Jared Scott.

On Friday Nov. 17, 2023,
there will be a wake from 6
-8 p.m. with the celebra-
tion of the Rosary at 7:30
p.m. at the Wiley Chapel,
400 East US Hwy 377,
Granbury, TX 76048.

On Saturday Nov. 18,
2023, there will be a Fu-
neral Mass at 9 a.m. at St
Francis Cabrini Catholic
Church, 2301 Acton Hwy,
Granbury, TX 76049.

Teresa Diane Schloeman
November 1, 1967 - November 1, 2023

We are saddened to an-
nounce the passing of
Teresa Diane Schloeman of
Granbury, TX. She passed
at the young age of 56 on
November 1, 2023. Teresa
was surrounded by her
loved ones after a five-year
long battle with colon can-
cer. She was a wonderful
mother, wife and cat mom.
She will be greatly missed
for her sense of humor
and love of animals. Tere-
sa was preceded in death
by father Guadalupe, sur-
vived by mother Anita, sis-
ter Laura, husband John
Schloeman, son Alan Tul-
los, daughter Andrea Tul-
los, step children Thomas
and Sarah.

In lieu of flowers,

memorials can be made in
Teresa's name to the Hood
County Animal Shelter.

Memorial Service will be
Saturday, November 11,
2023 at 10 a.m. in the
chapel of Wiley Funeral
Home in Granbury.

Raymond Allen Christian
April 24, 1955 - November 5, 2023

Raymond Allen Chris-
tian, 68, beloved father
and grandfather, of

Granbury,
passed away
on Sunday,
Nov. 5, 2023, in
Argyle, Texas.

Visitation
was held from 2 until 3
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 9,
2023, at the Acton United
Methodist Church, 3433
Fall Creek Highway, in Ac-
ton. Funeral services cele-
brating his life were held
at 3 p.m. Thursday, at the
church. Burial with mili-
tary honors will follow at
Acton Cemetery.

Raymond was born on
April 24,1955, in Corpus
Christi, Texas to the late
John and Barbara Jean
Christian. He proudly
served his country in the
U.S. Marine Corps. He was
a long-time Mason and a
faithful Christian. Ray-
mond was known as a man
who was not afraid to
speak his mind - especially
about politics! He will be
remembered for his sense
of humor and for his "Ray-
mond-isms." Raymond en-
joyed outdoor activities in-
cluding riding his Harley,
playing golf, and building
anything that could be
built. An avid sports fan,
he followed both the Dal-
las Cowboys and the Texas
Rangers. Raymond was
known to be a mentor to

many - particularly to
those he worked with in
the construction field.
Most of all, Raymond cher-
ished time spent with his
family and with his grand-
children.

Raymond is survived by
his daughters: Jordyn
Christian & fiancée
Christopher Stuart, daugh-
ter Whitney and husband
Justin Simcho; his grand-
children: Lexi Marie Gin-
gras, Maddox James Allen
Gingras, Hunter James
Simcho & Sydney Rose
Simcho; and by his sib-
lings: Dawn & husband
Kevin Lewis, Mary Chris-
tian, Sarah and husband
Johnny Jackson, and Floyd
and wife Regina Christian.

Raymond was preceded
in death by his parents
John and Zula Christian;
his mother, Barbara Jean
Christian; and by his in-
fant sister, Jeanne Kay
Christian.
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Audrey Lee Smith
October 24, 1932 - November 4, 2023

Audrey Lee (McQuigg)
Smith, beloved mother,
grandmother, sister, and
friend, passed away on
Nov. 4 after a short illness.
Audrey was born Oct. 24,
1932, to Ernest and Lonet-
ta (Fitz) McQuigg in Shat-
tuck, Oklahoma.

Better known as "Mimi"
to family and friends, Au-
drey was a 91-year-old en-
trepreneur-at-heart who
worked every day and nev-
er retired. Her sales experi-
ence spanned fifty years
and began when she was
hired to sell lumber to na-
tional and international
markets. Mimi established
her own wholesale lumber
company in 1980, and it
still operates today. She
also spent a number of
years in the classroom
teaching biology at the
secondary and collegiate
levels. She received her un-
dergraduate and graduate
degrees from the Universi-
ty of Oklahoma.

Always joyful with a
joke or funny story to tell,
Audrey had friends the
world over that called her
regularly just to hear her
voice and a tale or two.
She believed that laughter
helped make the world a
better place. At 90-years-
young, Audrey wrote and

published her first joke
book, and she was working
on her second one when
she passed.

Audrey was preceded in
death by her parents and
husband, Frank. She is sur-
vived by her daughter,
Janet Kelly, of Granbury;
grandson, Greg and wife
(Frances), of Mineral Wells;
grandson Ryan and wife
(Robin), of Fort Worth;
brother, Monte McQuigg
and wife (Becky) of Rapid
City, South Dakota; five
great-grandchildren, and
four great-great-grandchil-
dren.

Private family services
will be held at a later date.
Interment will be at the
Shattuck Memorial Ceme-
tery in Shattuck, Okla-
homa.
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EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Do you or someone 
you know have a problem 
with alcohol? Meetings daily 
at 10 a.m., noon and 7 p.m. at 
1205 Lipan Hwy., Granbury.

ACTON 12-STEP Group. 
Meeting daily at 7 p.m. 3609 
Acton Highway (behind Mad-
ison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Al-
coholics Anonymous. Closed 
discussion for women only. 
Meets every Saturday at 10 
a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For 
more information call 317-
772-8124.

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Life is a 
grief support group for those 
who have lost a loved one 
through death. This includes 
the loss of a spouse, child, 
parent, sibling or close friend. 
For the past 26 years this 
group has helped people 
work through their grief 

process. If you, or someone 
you know, is suffering from 
the loss of a loved one, come 
or bring them to our next 
session that began March 
19,2023. We are Christian 
based, nondenominational, 
and welcome all who are suf-
fering. We meet 3-5 p.m. on 
Sundays in the parish hall of 
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
Church. For more informa-
tion, call Ben Bradley at: 575-
706-5703 or Sherry Bingham 
817-657-0822.

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON 
group meets every Monday 
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian 
Church, fellowship hall, west 
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St.

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
A noncontact boxing and fit-
ness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church, 
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377 
(next door to Tractor Supply). 

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK 
seminar Sept 13.-Dec. 13, 
6:30-8 p.m. Presented by 
StoneWater Church, Gran-
bury, this program is a sup-
port group designed to help 
rebuild lives. Book for course, 
$20, “Finding hope after the 
loss of a loved one.” Regis-
ter: GriefShare.StoneWater-
Church.com or call 817-579-
9175.

PEDALING FOR Parkinson’s 
hosted by the Hood County 
YMCA will be from 1 to 2 
p.m. at 1475 James Road. The 
program is led by a certified 
group fitness instructor and 
consists of a pre- and post-fit-
ness evaluation, and 45-min-
ute spin/cycling session. Pro-
gram will last 12 weeks. For 
more information call 817-
624-9791 or e-mail communi-
tyhealth@ymcafw.org.

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS). 8:45-10:45 a.m. Lake-
side Baptist Church, room 
133C, 500 W. Bluebonnet Dr. 
Maximum weight scale: 400 
pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY 
seminar, support recovery 
seminar and support group 
meets at 10 a.m. at Interim 
Hospice, 1314 Paluxy Drive, 
Suite 200. Childcare is not 
provided. Fee for GriefShare 
workbook is $15. Details: 817-
573-7474.

RE ENGAGE marriage enrich-
ment meets every Thursday 
at 6:30 p.m. at StoneWater 
Church in Granbury. For more 
information email paige.
kitchens@stonewaterchurch.
com

EVERY FRIDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
A non-contact boxing and 
fitness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. First Christian Church, 
2109 W. U.S. Highway 377 
(next door to Tractor Supply). 

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 

Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRST TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT breakfast 
for anyone grieving the loss 
of someone they love at 10 
a.m., Fuzzy’s off the Square. 
Details: Amy or Danny 
Dwight. 817-894-2449 or 817-
219-9833

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FOURTH TUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone 
Terrace, 916 E. U.S. Highway 
377. Open for those with Par-
kinson’s Disease and their 
families wanting to under-
stand more about this dis-
ease. Details: 817-999-1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for 
anyone grieving a loss in their 
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast.  Please 
join us for conversation and 
community. Location varies. 
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833.

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to 
calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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LAKE GRANBURY Art As-
sociation meeting, 6 p.m. 
at the Shanley House Gal-
lery, 224 N. Travis St. Come 
join our monthly meeting 
(second Mondays) where 
you will enjoy refreshments 
and meeting other like-
minded art enthusiasts. A 
free demonstration from our 
very own member, glass art-
ist Susan Thillen. Susan will 
also conduct a 2-day fused 
glass workshop, 9-4 Tuesday 
and Wednesday, Nov. 14 and 

15. Create a unique gift tag/
ornament and tree. To regis-
ter, email lgaaworkshops@
gmail.com. Also, see our 
Facebook page: LGAA – Lake 
Granbury Art Association.

TUESDAY, NOV. 14

SALVATION ARMY 
Women’s Auxiliary Monthly 
meeting, DeCordova Coun-
try Club. Guest speaker will 
be Debbie Taylor, author of 
“Little Van Gogh.” The topic 
is the process of making a 
book and the importance of 
volunteering. The mingle be-

gins at 10 a.m. and the meet-
ing at 10:30 a.m. with lunch 
to follow. 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 15

JOIN LAKE Granbury Master 
Gardeners for our next mem-
bership meeting at 1 p.m., at 
First Christian Church, 2109 
W. U.S. Hwy 377. Jackson 
Weston will speak about fall 
and winter color, featuring 
perennials that bloom in fall 
and winter. For more infor-
mation, call the Hood County 
Extension office at 817-579-
3280.

THURSDAY, DEC. 7

‘IT’S A Wonderful Life in a 
Wonderful World’ Christmas 
Market from 6-9 p.m. at La 
Bella Luna, 7700 Glen Rose 
Hwy. ‘It’s a Wonderful Life in 
a Wonderful World’ Christ-
mas Market is the largest an-
nual fundraiser for Forward 
Training Center of Hood 
County. The mission of the 
organization is to educate, 
support and inspire life-
changing growth in men and 
women through free edu-
cational programs to lower 
generational poverty in our 
community. 

CALENDAR
FROM PAGE A4

OBIT
FROM PAGE A8

Mary Judith Griffin
September 29, 1920 - November 5, 2023

Mary Judith Friedsam,
known as "Judy", was born
on September 29, 1920 in
Waco, Texas to Dr. Sam
Friedsam and Julia Cluck
Friedsam. She was the
youngest child with two
older brothers, Randall
and Roy, both now de-
ceased. Judy attended Bay-
lor University where she
met George Odell Griffin,
known as Odell. They were
married on September 20,
1940. Judy and Odell lived
in Kansas, Oklahoma and
Texas during their mar-
riage. Judy was a stay-at-
home mom raising two
children, Julia Ann Griffin
Baker and George Odell
Griffin, II. In the late 1960s
Judy worked for several
years as an Executive Sec-
retary in the Texas
Supreme Court for several
judges. She and Odell lived
in Austin and Georgetown,
Texas from the late 1960s
to 2006 when Judy moved
to Granbury, Texas after
the death of her husband.

Judy was an avid golfer,
bridge player and a mem-
ber of the Granbury
Church of Christ. Judy is
survived by her children,
George Griffin and Julia
Griffin Baker. She is also
survived by grandchildren,
Andrea Napoli, Todd
Goodwin, Brent Goodwin,
Nicole Santos, Tammy
Yancy and one deceased
grandson, Bryan Griffin.
She also survived by nine
great-grandchildren and
one great-great-grandson.

SUBMITTING 
AN OBITUARY

Obituaries are 
submitted online at 
obituaries.hcnews.
com. Advance pay-
ment is required 
and you may do 
so online when 
placing the obitu-
ary. Obituaries 
should come from 
the funeral home. 
Obituaries placed 
by next of kin must 
be verified with 
the facility han-
dling the body or 
the church where 
service will be held. 
You must provide 
the contact info 
for verification 
when submitting 
the obituary. The 
Hood County News 
deadline for obitu-
aries is 10 a.m. 
Wednesday for the 
Saturday paper. 
Deadlines are sub-
ject to change dur-
ing holidays.

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

817-573-1154

WILEY 
FUNERAL 

HOME AND 
CREMATION 

SERVICES
“Family owned
and operated”

GRANBURY
817-573-3000

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured left to right, Howard and Kathy Nance from Tolar United Methodist Church present a check for 
$1000 to Tolar Volunteer Fire Department Chief Matt Huttsell.

$1000 DONATION MADE TO TOLAR VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT.

Subscribe
Today!
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Classifieds

1050

Homes for Sale

1520

Commercial for Rent

Warehouse/Office/Retail
space for lease. 1200 + sf.
Hwy 377W from $650/mo.

817-349-2535

For lease: 2-car garage, 44x24, no utili-
ties, Brandi Ln, Granbury. $250/mo, 1
month deposit. John 817-578-1045.

1550

Mobiles for Rent

3-2 brand new mobile, never lived in
for lease. All appliances, W/D hookups.
$1400/mo, $1400 deposit. 817-776-
1559.

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC

One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting

A+ BBB Member
Accepting Credit Cards

snodgrasspaintingremodeling.com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

CONSTRUCTION
Trench digging, Bobcat work, Land
clearing, Brush Hog mowing, Tree
work, Excavating, Gravel driveways,
Demo and haul-off. Free estimates.
Call Keith 817-559-0100

5210

Home Services

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT
GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

SPEEDY LAWN CARE
Lawnmowing, edging

&mulching. Tree trimming
& removal. 817-559-5152

TEXAS TREE CARE
Proudly serving Hood County
longer than any other tree service.
Third generation arborist. Pruning,
removals, sick tree diagnoses, root
zone fertilization, Oak Wilt injec-
tions, stump grinding, tree hazard
inspection and mistletoe removal.
We are your tree care professionals.
Free estimates and senior discount.
Residential & Commercial, Free Es-
timates.

(817) 894-9449
TexasTreeCare@yahoo.com

CALL FOR SPECIALS
Tree work, gutters. Flower beds,

shrubs. Brush hogging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 8
years with 19 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK
*Sidewalks *RetainingWalls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces

No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

6580

Furniture

Pedestal round wooden dining table.
$200 Call (817)736-5986

BUNK BED A triple deck bunk bed
with mattresses. It is in excellent
condition sparingly used. $300
(520) 249-5031

6620

Miscellaneous

HOLLY HILLS MAUSOLEUM CRYPT
Exterior True Companion (Head to
Head) Level 6 #707 $5000. OBO
(817) 559-9201

WAGON YARD.COM: We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

Local inventor offering % of owner-
ship of a large in stock inventory of an
all new hand held tool. $10K buys a
whole 2% ownership to share in im-
mediate and ongoing profit. Funds are
for marketing infomercials, assembly,
handling, etc. Investment estimate re-
turn in approximately 12 months. 817-
629-7531.

Nascar Gibson Car Racing dishes (44
pcs) $175. 2009 Budweiser overhead
man cave/over pool table bar light
$150. Yuchi folding bike $69. Call
(817)559-4428

6635

Pocket Stuff ers

Sencore SC61100 NHZ oscilloscope. All
cables and probes. Like new condi-
tion. $99.99. 817-279-0574

5070

Cement/Concrete

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

5090

Cleaning Services

NEED HELP WITH HOLIDAY DECO-
RATIONS? Putting up/taking down.
OR one-time clean before family
comes to visit? Julie, 817-559-5913.
817-243-8778, Cynde.

ELENA'S CLEANING SERVICE
We will clean your house exactly as

you wish. We are available
when you need us. (682)330-3419

Keep it simple with Simply Clean!
Call or text for a free quote for all

your cleaning needs!
(817) 565-0241

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
andmore. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450

5110

Construction

CONSTRUCTION CLEAN-UP
& HAULING Lumber, Limbs, Trees

and Household trash.
Call 682-205-6860.

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC
NO JOBS TOO SMALL!

(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

5170

Fencing

FENCING
254-434-1967

Al's Fencing. *Chain Link, *Barbed
Wire, *Pipe, *Cable, *Field Fence,
*Privacy, *Iron, *Game Fence, *Cat-
tle Pens, *Cattle Guards, built and
installed. *Carports, Fence Repairs,
*Tree Removal, "EntranceWays,

*Construction Clean-Up.
Commercial and residential.

Cell-682-205-6860.

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION
Since 1970.

Quality cedar fences.
Redwood patio pergolas.

Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

MAX-FENCING
All Types of Fence

Ornamental. Iron. Pipe. Wood.
Privacy. Chain Link. Farm. Barb
Wire. Non-Climb Fence. RV Cov-
ers. Metal Buildings. Pipe Fence.

Carports. Welding Service.
Dock Repairs. Free Estimates.

(817)559-2333
maxjuarez2018@gmail.com

5200

Home Improvement

DEVIN'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL 15% OFF
*Remodeling *Painting *Tile
*Granite *Kitchen & Bath

*Decks *Cement *Brick *Rock
*Power Washing
*Sheet Rock Repair
*Seamless Gutters
FREE ESTIMATE
817-629-9608

RELIABLE AND PROMPT Home re-
modeling and handyman services.
Please check out our website

Residential, Insured.
Rumneyhomeimprovements.com

(817) 559-9802

FREE ESTIMATES Paint. Power
washing. Siding.

Window & door installation. Soffit.
Framing. Pergolas. Porches.

Cleanup. Junk removal. Storage
building. Trim work. Dry wall.

Fences. Concrete & rock work. 817-
219-2666

HANDYMANOF GRANBURY
No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair

Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939

Dependable, Affordable Choice!

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS
New construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial,

residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

2010

Automobiles

2017 NISSAN ROGUE 103,008
miles, Cash/Bank Financing Only
Barron’s Auto Granbury $13,850
(817) 573-2828

2040

Classic Automobiles

RARE 1967 MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE
Complete ground up full restoration.
All metal OEM replace such as fenders,
door skins and quarter panels. There is
NO BONDO on this build. New rack
and pinion steering, new crate engine
302, new A/C, new interior, new top.
Everything put back as original. It is a
classic show car yet can be driven as a
daily driver. Never in weather, always
garage kept.
For further information please contact
me at Kathie Willis 512-663-4526.

2070

Pickups & SUVs

2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser
$17,995

817-504-9643
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Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday
Saturday issue, 10am Thursday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. Miscellaneous 
items up to $100. Some restrictions 
apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $59.95. The ad will run 
until it sells or up to 2 months.

Classified Advertising Cost
Classified ads for the Wednesday & 
Saturday editions are $16 per week 
for 4 lines for less. Each 
additional line is $2.25. Your ad will 
also appear on www.hcnews.com 
during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to check their 
ad immediately after it 
appears in the paper and report at 
once any error found. Claims for 
adjustment should be made at that 
time. The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect ad only 
the first time it runs, so check your 
ads carefully.

817-573-7066

CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY
Real Estate for Sale

1010 Acreage for Sale
1020 Cemetery Lots
1030 Commercial for Sale
1040 Duplexes for Sale
1050 Homes for Sale
1060 Waterfront Homes
1070 Lots for Sale
1080 Mobiles for Sale
1090 Waterfront Mobiles
1100 Real Estate Notes
1110 Townhomes & Condos
1120 Property For Trade
1130 Want To Buy

Real Estate for Rent

1510 Apartments for Rent
1520 Commercial for Rent
1530 Duplexes for Rent
1540 Homes for Rent
1550 Mobiles for Rent
1560 Rooms for Rent
1570 Roommates Wanted
1580 Spaces & Lots
1590 Townhomes & Condos
1600 Want to Rent

Vehicles

2010 Automobiles
2020 Parts & Accessories
2030 Big Trucks & Trailers
2040 Classic Automobiles

2050 Four-Wheel Drive
2060 Motorcycles
2070 Pickups & SUVs
2080 Vans & Campers
2090 Trailers
2095 Heavy Equipment

Farm & Ranch

3010 Corrals & Fencing
3020 Farm Equipment
3030 Feed & Pasture
3040 Stock Trailers
3050 Related Items

Finance

4010 Business Opportunities
4020 Insurance
4030 Investments
4040 Mortgages & Notes

Home & Business Services

5010 Adult/Elderly Care
5020 A/C Heating Repair
5030 Appliance  Repair
5040 Automotive Services
5050 Bulldozer Services
5060 Business Services
5065 Carports
5070 Cement/Concrete
5075 Chimney Sweeping
5080 Child Care
5090 Cleaning Services
5100 Computer Services

5110 Construction
5120 Clock Repair
5130 Dock repair/Rebuild 
5140 Electrical
5150 Electronics Repair
5160 Exterminating
5170 Fencing
5180 Floor Coverings
5190 Health Care
5200 Home Improvement
5210 Home Services
5220   Landscaping/Tree Service
5230 Interior Design
5240 Masonry
5250 Mobile Home Service
5260 Moving/Hauling
5265 Plumbing
5270 Sand/Gravel/Soil
5280 Roofing
5290 Painting
5295 Pressure Washing
5300 Septic/Sewer
5310 Small Engine Repair
5320 Secretarial/Office
5330 Storage
5340 Tractor Service
5350 Welding

Sports & Recreation

6010 Boats & Water Sports
6020 Recreation
6030 Golf
6040 Guns
6050 Hunting/Fishing
6060 Pools & Spas

6070 RV’s/Travel Trailers
6080 Sporting Goods

Merchandise

6510 Antiques
6520 Appliances
6530 Arts & Crafts
6540 Building Materials
6550 Computers
6560 Electronics
6570 Firewood
6580 Furniture
6590 Health
6600 Air Conditioners
6610 Lawn Equipment
6620 Miscellaneous
6630 Musical Instruments
6635 Pocket Stuffers
6640 Portable Buildings
6650 Tools
6660 Trees
6670 Wanted

Education

7010 Tutor/Instruction
7020 Music
7030 Computer
7040 Art Instruction

Livestock & Pets

8010 Livestock
8020 Livestock Lost & Found
8030 Pets
8040 Pets Lost & Found

Employment

8510 General
8520 Construction
8530 Food Services
8540 Medical/Dental
8550 Office Employment
8560 Professional
8570 Sales
8580 Salon Personnel
8590 Employment Wanted
8600 Employment Information
8610 Carpool Information

Notices

9010 Happy Notes
9020 Free
9030 Public Notices
9040 Notices
9050 Personal Lost & Found
9070 Card of Thanks

Public Sales

9570  Auctions
9580  Flea Markets
9590  Out of Town Sales
Cresson Garage Sales 76035
Granbury Garage Sales 76048
Granbury Garage Sales 76049
Lipan  Garage Sales 76462
Tolar  Garage Sales 76476

Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Saturday issue, 10am Wednesday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. 
Miscellaneous items up to $100. 
Some restrictions apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $65.95. the ad 
will run until it sells or up to 2 
months.

Place your ad online at 
www.hcnews.com, call 
817-573-7066, or visit us at 
1501 S. Morgan St.

Classified Advertising 
Cost
Classified ads for the 
Saturday edition are $17.60 
per week for 4 lines or less. 
Your ad will also appear on 
www.hcnews.com during the 
ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to 
check their ad immediately 
after it appears in the paper 
and report at once any error 
found. Claims for adjustment 
should be made at that time. 
The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect 
ad only the first time it runs, 
so check your ads carefully

REAL ESTATE
 FOR SALE

10
50 Lee Overstreet Realtor, Winston Properties (817) 219-5246

Beautiful, 3-2.5-2 townhome. Walking distance to the golf
course, clubhouse, swimming pool & marina. Open & airy
with raised ceiling, covered patio, fenced yard. Enjoy the
many club amenities including golf, tennis, lake access,
etc. Price Reduction $324,900.

4515 Overlook Court

DCBE - Gated Community

SOLD

1050

Homes for Sale

classifieds.hcnews.com

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR RENT

1510

Apartments for Rent

 VEHICLES

817-573-7066

 HOME & 
 BUSINESS
  SERVICES

stay connected — hcnews.com

5170

Fencing
5200

Home Improvement  MERCHANDISE

CLASSIFIEDS

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians, 
Mechanics, 
Carpenters,

Painters, 
and more...

w w w. h c n e w s . c o m
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8010

Livestock

Use Happy Jack _ mange medicine
on horses to treat mane dandruff,
fungi, and lice . At Tractor Supply_
(www.happyjackinc.com)

8030

Pets

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

Maltipoos for sale waiting on your
TLC. $600. 817-343-8584.

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact
Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

8510

General

HERITAGE CLEANERS
is now hiring pressers. Apply in
person. Heritage Cleaners esta aho-
ra planchadoras. 600 S. Morgan St.

817-579-9274

HEALTHCARE SERVICES - HOME
HEALTH CARE Experienced in home
health care, including household
chores, errands and cooking. $20 hour
(682) 498-7156

8530

Food Services

DeCordova Country Club
NowHiring Line Cooks, day and
night shifts available, competi-
tive pay, benefits available after
90 days. Interested applicants

please send resumes to
sarah@dcbeweb.com or

call 817-326-2381.

9031

Public Notices

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
-TRC 109 & 114

CAUSE NO. C2023175

STATE OF TEXAS
IN THE 355TH DISTRICT COURT OF
HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
VS.
BRANDI LIN HUDSON AKA BRANDI LIN
BISCAMP AKA BRANDI PATTERSON,
BRANDON HUDSON, AND THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF SANDRA G.
HUDSON

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF
SANDRA G. HUDSON
DEFENDANT, Greeting:

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: "You have
been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. If you or your attorney do not file
a written answer with the clerk who is-
sued this citation by 10:00 am on the
Monday next following the expiration
of 42 days after the date this citation
was issued, a default judgment may
be taken against you. In addition to fil-
ing a written answer with the clerk,
you may be required to make initial
disclosures to the other parties of this
suit. These disclosures generally must
be made no later than 30 days after
you file your answer with the clerk.
Find out more at TexaslawHelp.org."

You are hereby commanded to appear
by filing a written response to the
PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION at or
before 10:00 o’clock A.M. on the Mon-
day next after the expiration of 42
days after the date of the issuance of
this citation the same being Monday
the 4TH day of OCTOBER 2023, before
the Honorable BRYANT BUFKIN, 355th
Judicial District Court of Hood County,
Texas, at the Hood County Justice
Center of said County in Granbury,
Texas. Said PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PE-
TITION was filed in said court, on the
18th day of JULY, AD. 2023, in the
above entitled cause.

A brief statement of the nature of this
suit is as follows, to wit:

Plaintiff PNC Bank, National Associa-
tion, by and through its attorney of
record, Nicole M. Bartee of Codilis &
Moody, P.C., 20405 State Highway
249, Suite 170, Houston, TX 77070,
brought suit under Cause No.
C2023175 in the 355th District Court
of Hood County, Texas, for enforce-
ment and foreclosure of Deed of Trust
Lien on the following described real
property of which Defendants, THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF SANDRA
G. HUDSON, are potential parties in in-
terest:

BEING A 4.53 ACRE TRACT OF LAND IN
THE JOHN T SMITH SURVEY, ABSTRACT
NO. 497, HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS, SAID
TRACT ALSO KNOWN AS TRACT 15 OF
COMANCHE SHADOWS, AN UN-
RECORDED SUBDIVISION, AND BEING
THE SAME TRACT DESCRIBED IN A
DEED FROM BILL WARD. TRUSTEE, TO
TRUMAN 0. HUDSON, ET UX, DATED
SEPTEMBER 1, 1976, RECORDED IN
VOLUME 253, PAGE 365 OF THE HOOD
COUNTY DEED RECORDS, AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY
THE ORIGINAL PETITION FILED IN THIS
CASE.

Issued and given under my hand and
the seal of said Court, at office in
Granbury, Texas, this the 4TH day of
OCTOBER
2023.

WITNESS: TONNA L. NEWMAN
CLERK OF THE 355TH DISTRICT COURT
OF HOOD COUNTY TEXAS
BY Cameron Roybal, Deputy

Attorney for Defendant(s):
NICOLE M BARTEE
CODILIS & MOODY, P.C.
20405 State Highway 249, Suite 170
Houston, TX 77070
Telephone: (281) 925-5200
Email: nicole.bartee@tx.cslegal.com

LEGAL AD
Hood County Commissioners’ Court
has received an application to consid-
er a revision of the plat for:

OAK TRAIL SHORES, SECTION C, Lot
52R

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the appli-
cation and to hear any protest to the
revision on Tuesday, November 28th,
2023, at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury
Room of the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Jus-
tice Center, 1200 West Pearl Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

An application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Private Club License
by Nutcracker Beverage Corpora-
tion located at 9500 Orchard Dr.,
Granbury TX 76049 Hood County.
The officer of record is Patsy Han-
son.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Proper-
ty Code, Guardbox Storage in
Granbury, which is located at 1400
Weatherford Hwy., Granbury, TX
76048, will hold a public auction of
property being sold to satisfy a land-
lord’s lien online at www.
Storagetreasures.com. The auction
will end on or around 11:00 A.M. on
November 27, 2023. Property will be
sold to the highest bidder. A $100.00
cash deposit for removal and cleanup
will be required. Seller reserves the
right to withdraw property from sale.
Property being sold includes contents
in spaces of the following tenants:
William Ferguson- furniture, tools,
boxes.

Contact Guardbox Storage-Granbury
817-573-2416

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters of Administration for the Es-
tate of Judy L. Cornelius, Deceased
were issued on October 30, 2023, in
Cause No. P10156, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
to: Jeaneen Duffey.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Tracy S. Bush
Attorney at Law
201 E. Bridge St.
Granbury, Texas 76048

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
GERALD WAYNE PARRY, Deceased,
were issued on October 25, 2023, in
Cause No. P10181 pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
to: LAURIE LETA PARRY.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Representative, Estate of GERALD
WAYNE PARRY
The Hyde Law Firm
827 West Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 03rd day of November,
2023.
/s/Ashley Gale Vaughan
Ashley Gale Vaughan
Attorney for LAURIE LETA PARRY
State Bar No.: 24115896
827 West Pearl Street
Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 579-5997
Facsimile: (817) 573-4933
E-mail: ashleygale@hydefirm.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
JAMES DOUGLAS JOHNSON, SR., De-
ceased, were issued on October 25,
2023, in Cause No. P10171 pending in
the County Court of Hood County,
Texas, to: DAVID WAYNE JOHNSON.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Representative, Estate of JAMES
DOUGLAS JOHNSON, SR.
The Hyde Law Firm
827 West Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 03rd day of November,
2023.
/s/Ashley Gale Vaughan
Ashley Gale Vaughan
Attorney for DAVID WAYNE JOHNSON.
State Bar No.: 24115896
827 West Pearl Street
Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 579-5997
Facsimile: (817) 573-4933
E-mail: ashleygale@hydefirm.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Marvin Earl Wright, Deceased, were is-
sued on October 25, 2023, in Cause
No. P10177 pending in the County
Court of Hood County, Texas, to: Deb-
orah Reynolds.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Representative, Estate of Marvin
Earl Wright
The Hyde Law Firm
827 West Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 03rd day of November,
2023.
/s/Ashley Gale Vaughan
Ashley Gale Vaughan
Attorney for Deborah Reynolds
State Bar No.: 24115896
827 West Pearl Street
Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 579-5997
Facsimile: (817) 573-4933
E-mail: ashleygale@hydefirm.com

NOTICE TO ALL PERSON HAVING
CLAIMS AGAINST THE ESTATE OF

CHRISTOPHER E. CARLILE, DECEASED
CAUSE NO. P09543

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters of Administration upon the Es-
tate of Christopher E. Carlile, De-
ceased, were issued to Matthew Bragg
on the 26th day of October 2023, in
Case No. P09543, Hood County, Texas,
which is still pending, and that
Matthew Bragg now holds such Let-
ters. All persons having claims against
said estate are required to present the
same within the time prescribed by
law. Claims should be billed/sent to
Matthew Bragg, as Independent Ad-
ministrator, at the offices of Cooper &
Lyster, PLLC, 6300 Ridglea Place, Suite
405, Fort Worth, Texas 76116 in care of
Monika Cooper.

LEGAL AD
Hood County Commissioners’ Court
has received an application to consid-
er a revision of the plat for:

THE LANDINGS, Lot 3262R

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the appli-
cation and to hear any protest to the
revision on Tuesday, November 28th,
2023, at 9 a.m. in the Central Jury
Room of the Ralph H. Walton Jr. Jus-
tice Center, 1200 West Pearl Street,
Granbury, Texas 76048.
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 NOTICES

TexSCAN Week of 
Nov. 5-11, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
San Angelo Luxury Home, Foreman’s Home & 
Acreage. • 2401 Reece Rd – Luxurious 4BR 3.5BA 
5,779+/-sf on 230.754+/- ac. • 2335 Reece Rd – 3BR 
2BA 1,900+/-sf foreman’s home on 142.052+/-ac. 
• 144+/- ac, San Angelo, TX 76904, vacant land. 
View: 1-4 p.m. Sun., Nov. 5 & 12. Auctions: 12 
p.m. CT Thur., Nov. 30 at 2401 Reece Rd or 
bid online at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
LuxuryGroupAuctions.com.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

CELL PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

GUN SHOW
WORLD’S LARGEST GUN SHOW – November 
11 & 12 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds. Saturday 8-6, 
Sunday 8-4.  WANENMACHER’S TULSA 
ARMS SHOW. Free appraisals. Bring your guns! 
www.TulsaArmsShow.com.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

  WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

LEGAL AD
Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Mixed Beverage Per-
mit by Granbury Recreational
Assn., Inc. to be located at 1611
Rockview Drive, Granbury, Hood
County, Texas Officers of said cor-
poration are Mike Robinson, Presi-
dent, and Judy Goforth, Secretary.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The following Public Hearing will also
be considered by the GRANBURY CITY
COUNCIL on Tuesday, December 5,
2023, at 6:00 p.m. All Public Hearings
will be held within the Council Cham-
bers of Granbury City Hall, 116 W.
Bridge Street, Granbury, Texas.

1. SUP-2023-20, Request of Progres-
sive Powersports Properties to amend
the Specific Use Permit adopted Ordi-
nance #21-45 to allow for the opera-
tion of sales and service of new and
used ATV’s, Motorcycles, and Boats or
similar craft. The property is addressed
as 4332 E Hwy 377.

For more information, contact Com-
munity Development at 817-573-
1114, Granbury City Hall, 116 West
Bridge St., Granbury, TX 76048.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS
TO: JOSHUA ANTHONY GUY,
Respondent:
GREETINGS:
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: "You have
been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. If you or your attorney do not file
a written answer with the clerk who is-
sued this citation by 10:00 a.m. of the
first Monday next following the expi-
ration of 20 days after the date you
were served this citation and petition,
a default judgment may be taken
against you."
The petition of PHOEBE KATHERINE

GUY Petitioner, was filed in the COUN-
TY COURT AT LAW Court of Hood
County, Texas on the 16th of OCTO-
BER, 2023, against JOSHUA ANTHONY
GUY Respondent, numbered
CL2023129 and entitled "In the Matter
of the Marriage of PHOEBE KATHERINE
GUY and JOSHUA ANTHONY GUY".
The suit requests: PETITION FOR DI-
VORCE as is more fully shown by the
Petition on file in this suit.
"The Court has authority in this suit

to enter any judgment or decree dis-
solving the marriage, providing for the
division of property, which will be
binding on you."
Issued and Given under my hand

and the Seal of Said Court at Granbury,
Texas, this the 31 day of OCTOBER A.D.
2023.
TONNA NEWMAN
CLERK OF THE COUNTY COURT AT
LAW
Hood County, Texas
By: Susan Ashmore, Deputy

Cresson 76035

Garage Sales 76035

AFTER 54 YEARS AND 3
PREVIOUS GARAGE SALES,

WE ARE DOWNSIZING
FRI-SAT, NOV 17-18, 9AM-5PM

RAIN OR SHINE.
INDOORS AT THE HISTORIC
CRESSON SCHOOL, CRESSON.

Kitchen items (pots and pans), Cal-
phalon, Magnalite, Lodge cast iron,
glassware, Pyrex, Corning Ware, etc)
Tupperware, tools, grills, outdoor fur-
niture, bookcases, books (cookbooks,
plus plus biographies, artist’s printed
(framed and unframed), some craft

supplies (retired teacher).

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
Rummage Room Open Tues & Thurs,
8am-2pm, First Sat. of the month 9am
-1pm 306 Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

Water’s Edge, 2509-2512 Pebble Dr,
Thur-Sat, Nov 9-11. HUGE!!! Furniture,
kitchen, LR, electronics, designer
clothes, EVERYTHING!!!

"DO IT FOR CARTER"
FUNDRAISER/GARAGE SALE

1817 S Morgan St, Nov 10-11, 9am;
Nov 12, noon. To help a disabled
17-year-old young man, who is in a
wheel chair, to purchase a lift for
vehicle.
Cash donations accepted and
appreciated. 817-736-9556.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 2308
Cologne Drive. Fri-Sat. Nov 10 & 11.
8a to 3p. Massive shoe sale, 50+
pairs, womens size 10-11. Lots of
purses. Designer brand. Good
kitchen gear. InstaPot. Don’t miss!
Rain or Shine.

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

TWO ESTATE SALES BY CARING
TRANSITIONS!: GRANBURY 3305 Ar-
row Creek Dr.- Decorative items in-
side/out, Pyrex, Fiesta, Christmas, T
-giving, Easter, DVDs; 3612 Abe’s
Landing Dr.- large collection of
Frankoma, coastal decor, Lenox
Christmas, vintage board/backyard
games, fishing, reloading, camp-
ing, tools, gun safe, watersports.
NOV 9-11: THR 12p-5p FRI 9a-4p
SAT 9a-1p

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 4620
Stoney Creek Ct- Nov 9, 10 & 11, 8am-
3pm. Selling 40 yrs of stuff! Furniture,
tools, clothes, toys, household &
kitchen items, yard art etc. All priced
to sell!

4400 Old Granbury Rd- 3 family mov-
ing/yard sale. Sat, Sun & Mon. Nov 11,
12 & 13, 9am-5pm.

Ashley Oaks behind HEB. 310 Donna
Cir. 4 families, Thur-Fri, Nov 16-17,
8am-4pm.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 504 Apollo
Ct- Washer/Dryer, lots of furniture,
Cowboy Hat, Gun cabinet, tons of mis-
cellaneous items. Rain or Shine. Fri-
Sat, Nov 10-11.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF  

TAX ABATEMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE  
IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY, HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS 

NOTICE is hereby given that the City Council of the City of 
Granbury, Texas, will hold a public hearing to consider a proposal 
to designate as a Tax Abatement Reinvestment Zone under 
Section 312.201 of the Property Redevelopment and Tax 
Abatement Act, Texas Property Tax Code Chapter 312, the real 
property located in the City of Granbury, Texas, known as the 
GRANBURY COMMERCE CENTRE (EXHIBIT A). The public hearing 
is scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 21, 
2023, at the City of Granbury City Hall, City Council Chambers, 
116 West Bridge Street, Granbury, Texas. 

EXHIBIT A 
 

Legal:  6.340, Lot: 1, Blk: 3, Subd: GRANBURY COMMERCE 
CENTRE, PHASE ONE B. Address is 2301 Ruth Smith Drive, 
Granbury, Texas 76048 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-78 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, 
AMENDING THE UTILITY FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-79 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, 
AMENDING THE UTILITY FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-80 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, 
AMENDING THE AIRPORT FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-81 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, 
AMENDING THE GENERAL FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-82 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 16-50 WHICH APOPTED THE 2016 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS; BY AMENDING THE 
MAP OF THE FUTURE LAND USE PLAN [FLUP], CONTAINED WITHIN THE 2016 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR CERTAIN AREAS WITHIN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; 
REVISING THE MAP OF THE FUTURE LAND USE PLAN IN ACCORDANCE 
THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-83 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, REVISED ORDINANCE NO. 19-
88, THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY CHANGING 
THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF 
GRANBURY; REVISING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR 
VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
 
SECTION 1. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by rezoning the hereinafter property and 

area described as Lot 1R1, Lot l R2, Lot l R3, Lot 2A1R, Lot 2A2R, and Common Area A, Block 
l, Pearcy Christon Addition No. l, and Lot 2B, Block 1, Pearcy Christon Addition No. l, City of 
Granbury, Hood County, Texas, on an approximate 8.6 acres being more fully described as Exhibit 
'A' attached hereto and incorporated herein: 
 
From "PD (Planned Development/Heavy Commercial)" zoning district to "PD (Planned 
Development/Heavy Commercial): 
 
• Provide Pad #2 proposed Restaurant Drive-In/Retail uses; 
• Provide Pad 2 site layout to that shown on Exhibit ‘B’; 
• Provide Pad 2 building elevations shown on Exhibit 'C'; 
• Provide Pad 2 landscaping shown on Exhibit ‘D’; and 
• Provide Pad 2 development standards shown on Exhibit ‘E’. 
     
These ordinances as adopted by the Granbury City Council on October 17, 2023, are on file in the 
Office of the City Secretary, 116 W Bridge St. and can be seen in its entirety during normal business 
hours. 
 
SECTION 6. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-84 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, AS AMENDED, THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY GRANTING A SPECIFIC USE 
PERMIT FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
SECTION 1. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by granting a Specific Use Permit on the 
property located on an approximate 0.34-acre tract of land described as a Portion of Block 52, 
Thrash Addition, City of Granbury, Hood County, Texas addressed as 321 W. Doyle Street and 
located in the R-10 Single Family Residential Zoning District. 
 
The Specific Use Permit shall be issued to allow for “Bed & Breakfast, Hosted”, as defined by the 
City of Granbury Zoning Ordinance under the following terms and conditions: 

1. The Specific Use Permit shall automatically expire 5 years from City Council approval 
(November 7, 2028). 

2. Except as required by these conditions, the site shall conform to the site plan (Exhibit B) and 
the floor plan (Exhibit C). 

3. The Bed and Breakfast, hosted shall be limited to not more than 4 bedrooms. 
4. Except as provided in these conditions, the Specific Use Permit shall be subject to the 

Supplemental Standards as contained in the Zoning Ordinance. 
5. This Specific Use Permit is subject to all other City Code requirements, permits, periodic 

inspections; and an inspection fee as established in the City's Master Fee Schedule. 
6. Any violation of the supplemental land use standards or terms and conditions stipulated in the 

SUP may be deemed in violation of the zoning ordinance and the Specific Use Permit may 
become null and void and/or the Certificate of Occupancy may be revoked. 

 
SECTION 6. 
 
 Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to 
comply with or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be 
fined not more than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to 
exist shall constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-85 
  
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, AS AMENDED, THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY GRANTING A SPECIFIC USE 
PERMIT FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
SECTION 1. 
  
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by granting a Specific Use Permit on the 
property located on an approximate 0.23-acre tract of land described as West 1/2 Lot 3, Block 183, 
Thrash Addition, City of Granbury, Hood County, Texas addressed as 522 W. Mill Street and 
located in the R-8.4 Single Family Residential Zoning District. 
  
The Specific Use Permit shall be issued to allow for “Short-term Rental (STR) Residential 
Unhosted”, as defined by the City of Granbury Zoning Ordinance under the following terms and 
conditions: 
  
1. The Specific Use Permit shall automatically expire 1 year from City Council approval 

(November 7, 2024). 
2. Except as required by these conditions, the site shall conform to the site plan (Exhibit B) and 

the floor plan (Exhibit C). 

3. The short term rental shall be limited to not more than 3 bedrooms. 
4 Except as provided in these conditions, the Specific Use Permit shall be subject to the 

Supplemental Standards as contained in the Zoning Ordinance. 
5. This Specific Use Permit is subject to all other City Code requirements, permits, periodic 

inspections; and an inspection fee as established in the City's Master Fee Schedule. 
6. Any violation of the supplemental land use standards or terms and conditions stipulated in the 

SUP may be deemed in violation of the zoning ordinance and the Specific Use Permit may 
become null and void and/or the Certificate of Occupancy may be revoked. 

 
SECTION 6. 
  
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 
These ordinances as adopted by the Granbury City Council on October 3, 2023, are on file in the 
Office of the City Secretary, 116 W Bridge St. and can be seen in its entirety during normal business 
hours. 
 

9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE OF STORAGE AUC-
TION A&E Storage will hold 2 pub-
lic auctions to satisfy a landlord
lien/abandon, belonging to Can-
dice Clemments Unit B22, Con-
tents, household items -Shelby
Reed Unit B16 Contents household
items at: 2101 Bob White Drive,
Granbury TX 76049 on 11/27/2023.
The auction will be listed and ad-
vertised November 27th 2023 on
www.storagetreasures.com. Cash
only. A&E Storage may refuse any
bid and may rescind any purchase
up until the winning bidder takes
possession of the personal proper-
ty. TX PROP CODE 59.044
lageri07@gmail.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS:
CAUSE NUMBER P10142

Notice is hereby given that Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of Philip
Dean Stuckey, Deceased, were issued
on October 11, 2023, in Cause Number
P10142, pending in the Probate Court
of Hood County, Texas, to Janet Ann
Stuckey, Independent Executor.
Claims may be presented care of the
Estate addressed as follows: Janet Ann
Stuckey, Independent Executor of the
Estate of Philip Dean Stuckey, 6603
Bulow Court, Granbury, Texas 76049.
All persons having claims against the

Estate, which is currently being ad-
ministered, are required to present
them within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law.
Janet Ann Stuckey, Independent Ex-
ecutor, Estate of Philip Dean Stuckey.

 PUBLIC SALES

Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
social media sites.
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/20/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917

6-month 4.45
1-year 4.60

4.353-month

EdwardJones® 
> edwardjones.com I Member SIPC 

Compare our CD Rates 
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured 

3-month 5.20 
6-month 5.35 
1-year 5.35 

L-

Call or visit your local financial advisor today. 

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS™ 

Financial Advisor 
510 W Pearl St 
Granbury, TX 76048 
817-573-6917 

• Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/28/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to 
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose 
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all 
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by 
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (OTC). 

FDl-1867L-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., LP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 

Taylor A. Mobly
Financial Advisor

401 Temple Hall Hwy Ste3
Granbury, TX 76049
817-268-9137

Ty Andrew
Financial Advisor

716 E Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-0488

Chad C. Carroll, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

2007 Rockview Dr.
Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-6115

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/30/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917

6-month 5.20
1-year 5.15

5.203-month

5.40
5.30

5.45

11/06/23

Thank you to the many hands who came out and helped us sort
more than 30,000 pounds of non-perishable food and hygiene items
that were donated during our 2022 Pantries of Plenty Food Drive!

Thank you to the many hands who came out and helped us sort

24-hour Crisis Hotline 844-579-684824-hour Crisis Hotline 844-579-6848

DONATE NOW THRU NOV. 17, 2023DONATE NOW THRU NOV. 17, 2023

Thank you for your support!
817-579-6866

You know there is suffering you don’t see...

CHOOSE to see.
CHOOSE to help.

This will be Mission Granbury’s second year holding Pantries of 
Plenty to help replenish the Food Pantry. In the last 10 months, we 
have seen a 223% increase in the number of people served through 
our Food Pantry. Over half are children. This staggering demand has 
depleted our pantry shelves. Last year over 30,000 pounds of food 
was donated by the community, and we are looking to do even more 
this year!

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELPHERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP

Please consider making a donation this year. 
Click on the QR Code to see the list of 
collection sites

STAY CONNECTED AT 
HCNEWS.COM

1507 N. PLAZA DR. • GRANBURY  

682-279-8980

GVFD orders fire truck to prepare for road work
Staff Reports

Granbury City Council ap-
proved the purchase of a 
quick attack fire truck at its 
Nov. 7 meeting.

The Granbury Volunteer 
Fire Department (GVFD) 
requested the quick attack 
truck to prepare for upcom-
ing major road work on U.S. 
Highway 377.

GVFD Fire Chief Matt 
Hohon explained it is dif-
ficult to quickly maneuver 
a large fire truck through 
heavy traffic, as it takes 
drivers longer to move to 
the right when traffic is 
congested.

Road construction, with 
closed shoulders, makes it 
more difficult for drivers to 
pull to the right for emergen-
cy vehicles to pass.

GVFD asked the city coun-

cil to purchase a quick attack 
truck because this truck is 
more maneuverable and can 
respond faster when traffic 
is congested. Because the 
quick attack truck is smaller, 
about half the size of a large 
fire truck, it can deliver fire-
fighters and equipment to 
an emergency a few min-
utes faster in heavy traffic. 
A large fire truck, with more 
firefighters and equipment, 
would be a few minutes 
behind. Hohon said having 
a faster response is impor-
tant to safeguard lives and 
property.

GVFD expects to take de-
livery of the quick attack 
truck in the fourth quarter 
of 2025.

The Granbury City Council 
also approved the purchase 
of an aerial truck to replace 

the aging Ladder 1. Ladder 1 
entered service in 1999 and 
is nearing the end of its use-
ful life. 

GVFD’s new aerial truck, 
which will have a 107-foot 
ladder, is expected to arrive 
in the third quarter of 2026.

Persons interested in 
learning more about the fire 
department or becoming 
firefighters should contact 
GVFD online at GVFD.org or 
by calling GVFD’s Station No. 
1 at 817-579-1111. 

COURTESY GRAPHIC

GVFD asked the city council to 
purchase a quick attack truck 

because this truck is more 
maneuverable and can respond 
faster when tra�  c is congested.
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Heidi Gebhardt. We are very thankful for our amazing 
Ambassador, Heidi Gebhardt! Heidi has served as a 
Chamber Ambassador for one year! When asked what 
she loves about being an ambassador, she said, “I love 
being an ambassador because of the connection and 
support that I receive from my fellow Ambassadors 
and that we all do our best to provide the same 
business to the businesses within our thriving, award 
winning community.” Fun Fact about Heidi:  “While 
I was attending Texas Lutheran University, I played 
the oboe in the Mid-Texas Symphony for four years.”  
Thank you Heidi for being an Ambassador of the 
Granbury Chamber of Commerce! 

COURTESY GRAPHIC

ChiroHabit. “To improve patients’ lives through a 
holistic approach to health, wellness, and pain relief by 
providing excellence in chiropractic care, exercise, and 
education.” 

COMMUNITY 
BUSINESS

CHAMBER SUPERSTAR

AMBASSADOR SPOTLIGHT

How colonoscopy screenings 
help prevent colon cancer

LAKE GRANBURY MEDICAL CENTER

BY DR. TARIQ KHAN
gastroenterologist, Lake 
Granbury Medical Center

According to the American 
Cancer Society, colorectal can-
cer is the third-leading cause 
of cancer-related deaths in 
the United States. Despite be-
ing preventable and treatable, 
many individuals still die from 
this disease due to a lack of 
awareness about preventive 
care. 

Lake Granbury Medical 
Center is committed to pro-
moting early detection and 
prevention of colon cancer 
through regular colonoscopy 
screenings because, when de-
tected early, the survival rate 
for colon cancer is approxi-
mately 90%.

During this non-invasive 
procedure, doctors examine 
the colon and rectum for pre-
cancerous polyps, which can 
be removed during the same 
process, reducing the risk of 
developing colon cancer in the 
future. They also can screen 
for cancer. This is important, 
as studies show those who un-
dergo regular screenings are 
less likely to die from colon 
cancer.

Many people fear there 
might be discomfort and pain 
associated with a colonos-
copy. However, it’s important 
to know that you will be in a 
“twilight sleep.” Unlike gen-
eral anesthesia, which puts 
patients to sleep completely, 
conscious sedation keeps pa-
tients drowsy and comfort-
able yet awake enough to re-
spond to questions and follow 
instructions.

“Colonoscopies may not 
be the most enjoyable proce-
dure, but they are essential for 
early detection and preven-
tion of colon cancer,” said Dr. 

Tariq Khan, gastroenterologist. 
“Don’t delay in getting this life-
saving procedure done.”

Colonoscopy screening 
should start at age 45 for those 
at average risk, with regular 
screenings continuing every 10 
years. However, the screening 
frequency and start date may 
differ for individuals at higher 
risk of developing the disease, 
as colorectal cancer incidence 
is higher in certain popula-
tions, including Black and 
Indigenous adults, people with 
a family history of colorectal 
cancer, and men.

In addition, researchers have 
observed a noticeable increase 
in cases and fatalities in the 20 
to 49 age group over the last 

20 years. However, the cause 
behind this trend remains un-
certain and demands further 
examination. 

Age also plays a big fac-
tor when it comes to risk. On 
average, those 50 and older 
are the most likely to suffer 
from colorectal cancer. Men 
are typically diagnosed around 
68, while women tend to be 
72. Both men and women with 
rectal cancer usually are diag-
nosed at 63. 

While age and family history 
cannot be changed, there are 
several lifestyle factors that 
you can modify to lower your 
risk, including losing weight, 
maintaining a healthy diet, lim-
iting alcohol, quitting smoking, 

and regular exercise.  
“Colonoscopies have revo-

lutionized how we detect and 
prevent colon cancer. With 
advancements in technology 
and improved patient com-
fort, there’s never been a better 
time to prioritize your colon 
health,” said Dr. Khan. “Early 
detection is key, and a screen-
ing colonoscopy could save 
your life.”

Talk to your healthcare pro-
vider about your risk level 
and the appropriate timing 
and frequency of screenings. 
Remember, you’re never too 
young to take charge of your 
health.

For more information or 
to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Khan, please call 
817-579-3978.

To watch Dr. Khan’s recent 
seminar, online, please visit: 
https://lakegranburymedical.
com/VideoColonCancerYT

COURTESY PHOTO

According to the American Cancer Society, colorectal cancer is the third-leading cause of cancer-related deaths in 
the United States. Despite being preventable and treatable, many individuals still die from this disease due to a 
lack of awareness about preventive care. 
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High school rodeo dreams in Hood County

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

Cowboy chute dogging a steer during the fi rst annual NTHSRA Granbury Rodeo Saturday Nov. 4 

Young and tough

BY LAYTH TAYLOR 
Special to the Hood County 
news

Granbury High School and 
Cleburne High School rodeo 
teams came together to host 
the first annual Granbury 
High School Rodeo at the 
Granbury Reunion Grounds 
Nov. 3-4. This event is one 
of the North Texas High 
School Rodeo Association’s 
2023-2024 rodeo season 
events. It’s a chance for 
young cowboys and cow-
girls to compete in various 
rodeo events for points that 
help them get to the finals 
at the end of the season. 

While football does reign 
the king of high school 
sports in Texas, one thing a 
lot of people don’t know is 
that rodeo is the Texas state 

sport. Rodeo came to life 
out of the tasks cowboys 
had to perform in their daily 
life. This weekend kids from 
all over North Texas flocked 
to the Granbury Reunion 
Grounds to prove they 
have what it takes to com-
pete in the state sport. The 
NTHSRA has been around 
for 50 years hosting events 
for young rodeo stars to 
compete in. 

“Rodeo is a way of life, it’s 
not just something you do, 
it’s a way of life,” Carsyn 
Nolen of the Granbury ro-
deo team said. The pas-
sion and grit these young 
future rodeo stars show 
is evident in the work and 
performance that they put 
on. They show a sense of 
pride that is not seen in 
many high school students. 

They work hard and long 
hours to get to each rodeo 
and put it all on the line for 
the brief time they are in the 
spotlight.  These cowboys 
and cowgirls are the future 
of the sport of rodeo. Many 
go on to compete in the big 
leagues taking what they 
learned with them. 

“We wanted to put on an 
event here in Hood County. 
It’s the first time this event 
is put on here in Granbury,” 
said Melinda Nolen, 
Granbury High School rodeo 
sponsor, whose hard work 
brought the event to the 
Granbury Reunion Grounds.

“Rodeo is about family, 
it’s about competition, and 
it’s about responsibility. 
These kids have to take care 
of their animals and learn 
their event. It’s more mental 

than physical,” Nolen said. 
It’s a unique sport where 
athletes shine physically 
and mentally as well. It’s not 
easy — it’s rough, dirty and 

injuries do occur. 
“They have to be tough. 

Messing with big animals 
and small animals you have 
to be tough; you might take 

a kick and take a fall. It’s 
just how it goes. You get 

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

Barrel rider rounding a barrel at the Granbury Reunion Grounds Nov. 4 .
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Four Granbury High School athletes 
named the “Best and Brightest”
BY EMILY NAVA 
Staff Writer

Four Granbury High 
School volleyball players 
were named the “Best and 
Brightest” as part of the 
American Volleyball Coaches 
Association third annual 
awards. 

According to the AVCA, 
“The Best and Brightest 
Award is an award meant to 
honor individual high school 
senior student-athletes who 
excel on and off the court.”

To be eligible for this 
honor, the student must 
have earned at least a 3.5 
unweighted/4.0 weighted 
GPA during both their junior 
and senior years, and play 
in 50 percent of their varsity 
team’s sets during their se-
nior season. 

The awards are broken up 
into three different teams 
including first, second and 
third. First team must have 
a 3.8 unweighted GPA/4.3 
weighted GPA or above; 
second team requires a 
3.65 unweighted GPA/4.15 
weighted GPA or above; and 

third team requires a 3.5 un-
weighted GPA/4.0 weighted 
GPA or above.

Only 723 players across 
the United States were distin-
guished with this first team 
honor including GHS’ very 
own Bailey Blum, Brooke 
Marak and Kylie Moody. 
Rachael Poirier was one of 
210 athletes named part of 
the second team.

Blum is a setter and de-
fensive specialist, Marak is 
a middle blocker, Moody is 
a middle blocker and left 
back defensive specialist and 
Poirier is an outside hitter.

“I am so proud of how 
these girls strive for suc-
cess on and off the court. It 
is a standard for our girls to 
have good grades and these 
girls have gone above and 
beyond,” GHS Volleyball 
Head Coach Desiree Shahan 
said. “They know that educa-
tion comes first, and volley-
ball comes second. They take 
care of business in the class-
room so they can give 100% 
on the volleyball court.” 

“Being named best and 
brightest just showed me 

that I am fully capable of 
managing a high level of 
scholarship and being able to 
play sports and have fun as a 
high school student,” Moody 
said. “It definitely wasn’t 
easy balancing it all — lots 
of late nights, tears and com-
munication with teachers. I 
would definitely not be able 
to achieve this without the 
help of my teachers.”

“It’s such an honor. My 
academics has always been 
a main priority for me, so it 
feels extremely accomplish-
ing that it is paying off,” 
Blum expressed. “Although 
it is tough, maintaining high 
academics has been extreme-
ly rewarding, and I wouldn’t 
change it for anything.”

Moody shared some advice 
for young athletes: “Always 
communicate with your 
teachers and give 100% of 
what you have, and they will 
always find a way to help 
you. Never give up no matter 
how hard it gets to keep up 
with your grades. All the late 
nights and early mornings 
of homework and practices 
pays off in the long run.”

The team recently defeat-
ed Arlington Heights in three 
sets in the bidistrict round 

on Oct. 30 and moved on to 
Area competition. The team 
went up against Argyle on 

Nov. 3 and was defeated in 
three sets. 

COURTESY PHOTO

The American Volleyball Coaches Assosiation (AVCA) named four Lady Pirate Volleyball players to the 
third annual AVCA Best and Brightest Awards for girls High School Senior student-athletes. From left 
are Brooke Marak (MD, 1st Team), Bailey Blum (L/DS, 1st Team), Kylie Moody (MB, 1st Team), and Rachael 
Poirier (OH, 2nd Team).

Tolar Elementary and GISD work together to support local nonprofit 
BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Mission Granbury, a local 
nonprofit, is currently hold-
ing its annual food drive 
that benefits the Pantries 
of Plenty. Tolar Elementary 
and Granbury ISD have been 
working to collect cans as 

part of a canned food drive 
to help provide for Mission 
Granbury.

Mission Granbury has a 
weekly food drive and is 
always in need of donated 
food items to give to the 
community. It also collects 
food to feed those at the 
ADA Carey Shelter for wom-

en and children. The non-
profit also delivers food to 
over 30 homebound seniors. 

Last year, more than 
30,000 pounds of non-per-
ishable food and hygiene 
items were donated to the 
pantry, according to Mission 
Granbury’s website.

Andi Luna serves as the 

Emergency Area Coordinator 
and has been with the non-
profit for about three years. 

“I’ve just always wanted 
to be a voice for the voice-
less, which meant children, 
seniors and women, and 
Mission Granbury covers all 
of that,” Luna said. 

Mission Granbury typical-

ly serves over 300 families 
a week through its drive-
thru food distribution days 
with boxes of food weighing 
about 40 pounds. 

With help from all over the 
community, Luna is grateful 
for such support.

“It’s nice to see the com-
munity come together,” 

Luna expressed. “We’re 
thankful for this food drive 
because then we can help 
so many families during the 
holidays.” 

Tolar Elementary is partici-
pating in the food drive and 

PLEASE SEE FOOD | B3
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hurt and go on to compete 
the next week,” Nolen said. 
“The support of the parents 
and coaches at these high 
school rodeos show the ca-
maraderie that this rough 
sport brings is what keeps 
the athletes competing.” 

If you have never been 
to a rodeo, there are many 
events you can watch. There 
are rough stock events 
like saddle bronc and bull 
riding, where young cow-
boys hop on the back of 
1,000-pound plus animals 
and try to stay on for eight 
seconds, as the horse or bull 
tries to get the rider off its 

back. 
There are many horseback 

events both girls and boys 
compete in, from barrel rac-
ing, in which girls race down 
the arena on horseback 
around three barrels placed 
in a pattern they have to 
stick to, to the various rop-
ing events like team roping. 
Boys and girls are put into 

pairs, chase down a steer on 
horseback and try to throw 
a rope around the head and 
feet of the steer to hold it 
in place. The young cow-
boys and cowgirls also show 
their grit in strength events 
such as chute dogging and 

goat tying. Chute dogging 
is an event in which the 
boys hold on to a 400-500 
pound steer for a select dis-
tance and have to flip it on 
its side. Goat tying is when 
girls run down to a staked 
goat, flip it, tie its legs and 

must hold it for six seconds. 
Each event touches on a 
different aspect in which a 
young and tough cowboy or 
cowgirl can show their grit 
and heart and leave it all on 
the line for a sport that is 
full of history. 

RODEO
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LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

High School Rodeo student holding on for 8 Seconds Saturday afternoon.
LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

Young cowboy and cowgirl roping a steer during the teaming roping event Saturday afternoon.

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Emma Roberson Early Learning Academy’s Bilingual pre-K students enchanted an adoring audience with a “Dia de Los Muertos” (the day of the dead)  performance on Thursday, Nov.  2.
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Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!
			●		NO second visit
			●		NO need to get numbed multiple times
			●		NO goopy impressions (it’s all done digitally)
			●		NO need to wear temporary crowns for weeks and weeks

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr. Alexander Smith | Dr. Katrina Fisher

310 W. Bluff St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com
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is working to collect as much 
food as it can. 

“Our daily mission is 
to ‘Ignite Passion, Grow 
Together, and Serve Others.’  
One way we work to live 
that mission to serve oth-
ers is each year we partner 

with Mission Granbury for 
its annual food drive,” Tolar 
Elementary Principal Christal 
Hollinger said.

Hollinger added that this 
year the school is also collect-
ing food for the Tolar Food 
Pantry located at the First 
United Methodist Church. 

“We are grateful for the 
ways these two organizations 
serve our community and 

are happy to be able to be a 
part of their work,” Hollinger 
expressed.

Many Granbury ISD schools 
are also participating in the 
food drive, including Brawner 
Elementary. 

“The importance of this 
food drive is that it provides 
weekly food to those that 
need food for their house-
hold.  This is many of our 

families and students within 
our school district.  The goal 
is always to collect as much 
as we possibly can,” Brawner 
Elementary School Principal 
Sandy Ruiz said. “Last year, 
Brawner collected so much 
food that a trailer had to be 
brought in to take it all.  Our 
community and staff mem-
bers always make sure our 
students are provided what 

they need and taken care of.”
When it comes to the fu-

ture, Luna is looking forward 
to growing the nonprofit and 
networking more with the 
community. The organiza-
tion is also looking forward 
to celebrating its 25th year 
anniversary.

Mission Granbury accepts 
food and monetary donations 
all year round and is always 

in need of volunteers. The 
nonprofit is most in need of 
peanut butter and jelly as well 
as cereal. For a list of Pantries 
of Plenty collection locations, 
more information on food 
pantries or for volunteer in-
formation visit missiongran-
bury.org. 

FOOD
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Pirates have high hopes
Rattlers among state’s best, Indians look to reload

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County 
News

If head coach David Breazeale 
and his Granbury Pirates 
seem a little antsy these days, 
there’s a good reason. They 
simply cannot wait to get the 
new season underway.

“These guys want to do some 
things that have not been 
done either in a long time 
or ever by a Granbury boys 
basketball team. So we are 
all anxious to get started,” 
Breazeale said.

The Pirates return plenty of 
talent, including four starters, 
from last season’s 20-13 
District 5-5A runner-up that 
reached the playoffs for the 
first time since 2016.

Returning starters are seniors 
Kensington Colston, guard 
(13 points, 6 rebounds per 
game); along with forwards 
Dylan Couto (10 points, 7 
rebounds per game), Isaiah 
Trejo (7 points, 3.5 steals 
per game) and Jenaro Reyes 
(6.5 points, 3 assists per 
game). Trejo was the 5-5A Co-
Defensive Player of the Year, 
while Colston and Couto were 
first-team all-district and 
Reyes received honorable 
mention.

Key reserves will include 
senior forward Max 
McPherson and senior center/
forward Jarmaine Rucker. 

A host of players are moving 
up to the varsity from a 
20-4 junior varsity squad, 

including seniors Kyler 
Shankles, Noah Brown, 
Daylon Webb, Halston 
Main, Payton Thomason 
and Alec Wilkinson; juniors 
Grant Young, Murphy Page, 
Bryndon Freeman and Aaron 
White; along with sophomore 
Miller Schenewark.

“As you can see, we have a 
ton of guys who can play. 
We will be incredibly deep 
with experienced players,” 
Breazeale said. “We have a ton 
of guys who are competing 
hard to keep spots and to 
get spots in the rotation. So, 
managing minutes, giving 
guys adequate chances to get 
into a permanent rotation, 
as well as trying to max out 
our play are among the many 
challenges in predistrict.

“Once district play begins, 
we need to have a rotation 
set unless certain unforeseen 
things happen. Our district 
is vastly improved over last 
year.”

In assessing the league 
overall, Breazeale said, 
“Brewer, Saginaw and us have 
many key players back from 
playoff teams. Aledo lost two 
key players but has looked 
really good in summer/fall 
play. Rider has a new coach, 
thus, the great unknown, but 
they do have three starters 
back. Azle graduated quite a 
few but are a tough rival and 
Northwest is always good.”

The Pirates get the season 
underway on Saturday, Nov. 
11 at home against Cleburne 
at 1:30 p.m. They travel to 

Joshua on Tuesday, Nov. 14 
for an 8 p.m. tipoff. 

TOLAR RATTLERS
Last season was the best 
ever for the Rattlers. They 
finished 30-8, the most 
victories in program history, 
and advanced to their first 
regional final ever before 
being eliminated by eventual 
state champion and rival 
Lipan.

Now, coach Scott 
Richardson’s team enters the 
season ranked No. 3 in Class 
2A by the Texas Association 
of Basketball Coaches. And 
they are ready to make even 
more history.

“Last year we did a great job 
of raising the bar. We hope 
to use that momentum and 
experience to make another 
historic run for Tolar,” 
Richardson said.

The record-setting season for 
the Rattlers came on the heels 
of a 29-6 season in 2021-22.

Returning starters from 
last season are seniors 
Merritt Imel (13.9 points, 
7.9 rebounds, 1.9 blocks per 
game) at post and Matthew 
Behrens (7.1 points, 5.4 
rebounds, 1.8 steals per 
game) at forward. Senior 
Isaac Blessing (4.5 points, 
4.1 rebounds per game) is 
expected to join them in the 
starting lineup once football 
season concludes.

The Rattlers football team is 
ranked third in Texas in Class 

2A and is expected to make 
a serious run toward a state 
championship.

Imel was named District 
11-2A Defensive MVP last 
season, Behrens was first-
team all-district and Blessing 
was second-team.

Newcomers who could make 
a quick varsity impact include 
senior Tyson Ellis, juniors 
Zane Terrell and Brooks 
Stone, and freshmen Briton 
Rice and Cayden Abrego.

Not only do the Rattlers share 
a district with perennial 
power and defending state 
champion Lipan, another 
consistent postseason 
advancer, Poolville, is in it 
also. The Monarchs advanced 
to the second round last 
season.

“Our district is as competitive 
at the top as any in the 
state. Knowing that we will 
hopefully get our guys from 
football late, we will have 

to be patient early on in the 
season with two of the top 
teams not playing football 
(Lipan and Poolville),” 
Richardson said. “Our guys 
are adapting to how that 
works. I am looking forward 
to watching how this group 
comes together.”

The Rattlers were opening 
the season at home against 
Huckabay at press time. They 
travel to Lingleville for a 7:30 
p.m. contest on Tuesday, Nov. 
14.

LIPAN INDIANS
Coach Brent Gaylor’s 
squad returns just two 
starters from a 38-1 state 
championship season. In fact, 
they graduated seven of the 
nine varsity players on last 
season’s varsity roster.

The top two returners, who 
were reserves a season 
ago, do give him a solid 
nucleus around which to 

reload. Senior Tyson Tarpley 
was honorable mention 
All-District 11-2A and 
sophomore Darius Steed was 
the league’s Newcomer of the 
Year.

Among newcomers who 
could made an immediate 
impression, Gaylor said, 
“We are going to need 
sophomores Payton 
Cornelius, Kolt Larsen and 
freshmen Court Gaylor to 
step up and contribute right 
away.

“We graduated a really 
good group of kids, most of 
which had played varsity all 
four years.  We will be very 
young this year but I like our 
potential.”

The Indians enter the season 
ranked 20th in the state by 
the TABC. They open the 
season at home against 
Wichita Falls Hirschi on 
Saturday, Nov. 11 at noon and 
travel to Peaster Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, for a 6:15 p.m. start.

COURTESY PHOTO

Granbury's fi rst home game is Nov. 11 at 1:30,  Lipan's fi rst home game is Nov. 11 at noon

Bitten and smitten
Glass work was love at first sight for Susan Thillen

BY EDEN DUNCAN 
GILBREATH
Special to the 
Hood County News

Monday, Nov. 13 at 6 p.m. 
Susan Thillen will demon-
strate working with fused 
glass at the monthly meet-
ing of the Lake Granbury Art 
Association (LGAA). Thillen 
will also teach two one-day 
workshops using these tech-
niques on Tuesday, Nov. 14 
and Wednesday, Nov. 15.

Retired from teaching in 
2015, Thillen sees herself as 
a teacher first and an artist 
second. This really behooves 
a student taking her class. 
Many artists are gifted in 
their media, and Thillen cer-
tainly is, but fewer can com-

municate their techniques in 
a way that a student can eas-
ily absorb.

It was this desire to ac-
quire knowledge and then 
share it that led her to glass 
as a medium. She had taken 
a workshop to teach her stu-
dents in public school, but 
something more happened. 
She fell in love with the magi-
cal quality of the transparent 
medium.

“Five years before I retired, 
I took a ceramics and glass 
workshop for teachers, I 
thought I was going to teach 
that. The first day of the 
workshop was fused glass. I 
was bitten and smitten and 
fascinated by glass.”

There really is such a thing 
as love at first sight.

It was similar to the love 

Thillen felt for Granbury 
when she first laid eyes 
on the town. After retire-
ment Thillen was teaching 
part time at Tarrant County 
Community College and also 
doing research and some 
training for clients. Covid 
had her feeling cooped up.

“We were stuck inside on 
the weekend. I thought we 
might as well be at the lake if 
we were going to be stuck at 
home. So, we came to look at 
Granbury.”

Spending her career teach-
ing in the metroplex, Thillen 
and her husband Jim were 
enjoying a lovely home close 
to the cultural district in Fort 
Worth. Thillen had no idea 
the new life that would await 
her right down U.S. Highway 
377.

The Thillens shared with 
a Hood County realtor their 

specific desires for a home in 
Granbury — a workshop and 

COURTESY PHOTO

Artist Susan Thillen and her work titled “Undersea Adventure". 
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Tolar Rattlers vs San Saba Armadillos
PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

Tolar Rattlers defeated the San Saba Armadillios Friday Nov. 3, and they were presented with the Disctrict Championship trophy.
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Lady Rattlers VB makes history with first regional 
tourney; Running back Brown makes return for Tolar FB

It is definitely that time 
of the year as the wintering 
birds are returning to our 
lake and many other reser-
voirs in Texas.  These birds 
can assist anglers by pointing 
you to active fish.  It is a good 
idea to have your binocu-
lars on board this time of the 
year.  Some of these birds can 
also fool you into thinking 
there are active predator fish 
when in fact it is other diving 
birds that they are working.  
Learning to read the birds can 
help you on the water. 

Most everyone knows when 
the birds are diving on feed-
ing fish you may have found 
the “hey day” you been look-
ing for.  From a distance, 
you may see the gulls work-
ing but they may not be on 
feeding fish.  They may be 
working diving Cormorants.  
You will see gulls and Turns 
working Cormorants on all 
of our area lakes.  As you 
approach the birds, the 
Cormorants will take off as 

they are easily spooked.   Use 
those binoculars to check to 
see if the birds are working 
cormorants.  

Another bird that frequents 
our area in the winter is the 
Loon.  When you find Loons 
diving, you are probably on 
the fish.  These birds are 
never here in large numbers, 
but when you locate them 
they are on fish or very close 
to fish.  I have seen them 
on Granbury, but I usually 
see them on Whitney.  They 
are also common on Lake 
Texoma.   Loons are not easily 
spooked, and they may dive/
feed right next to your boat 
at times.

Other birds called Terns are 
similar to gulls but smaller 
and they may be working 
surface feeding fish or they 
may be picking up bugs near 
the surface.  Many anglers 
call these Terns “liar birds” 
as they can fool you to think 
they are on surface feeding 
fish when in fact they are not. 

You can and will see Osprey 
and Bald Eagles on occasion, 
and they can and will dive for 
their dinner.  The numbers 
of gulls are probably more 
reliable for finding active 
fish, but I would not discount 
where those big birds are 
diving. 

When you will find birds ei-
ther hovering over an area or 
if they are diving on splash-
ing fish you more than likely 
have found the spot.  If they 
are hovering, they are watch-
ing fish below the surface.  A 
good set of binoculars comes 
in handy to scan the lake for 
these active birds and to see 
what they are doing.  

I have caught feeding fish 
where Cormorants were feed-
ing but that was an excep-
tion.  Catfish anglers like to 
fish below Cormorant roosts.  
The droppings from the 
Cormorants are essentially 
pure fish and the catfish are 
there for the easy meal.      

The Egrets typically fly 
from one place to another 
and are not typically known 
to point anglers to active fish, 
but I have seen Egrets work-
ing active fish with the gulls.  
The cranes can also point you 
to active fish.  They will take 
an easy meal if it is available.  

The key is to watch their ac-
tions.  If they are circling or 
diving they are probably on 
fish.   

When you approach a 
group of birds working fish, 
do not run through them 

with your big motor.  Put 
your trolling motor down 
and work slowly around the 
school.  You will catch fish.  
If for some reason another 
boater runs through the fish 
you are working, give it a few 

minutes and sometimes the 
fish will resume their feeding 
after the water settles down.

The gulls will be with us 
throughout the winter, and 
they are a welcome asset to 
most anglers.  See you all on 
the water.

HOOD COUNTY 
FISHING REPORT

Water temperatures are 
in middle 60’s as of last 
weekend.  Granbury is full 
and clear on the lower end.  
Striped bass are good to 
10lbs from Decordova to the 
dam on live shad and trolled 
Alabama rigs.  Sandbass are 
fair to good on slabs near 
main lake points from Blue 
Water Shores to Ports-O-Call 
(look for the birds).  Large 
blue and yellow cats are good 
to 30lbs on cut bait fished on 
the upper ends.  Largemouth 
bass to 6lbs are possible near 
main lake points on top wa-
ter/crank baits early and on 
soft plastics fished later in 
the morning.   Some large-
mouth are schooling with the 
sandbass and striped bass on 
feeding flats.    

Comanche Creek (formerly 
Squaw Creek) largemouth 
bass and catfish continue 
to be good to excellent.  
Blackbass are being caught 
in numbers on soft plastics 
and topwater presentations.  
Channel Catfish limits are 
common on prepared baits 
and cut bait.    

Working the birds!
As a licensed professional fi shing guide, 
Michael Acosta shows you how to fi nd 
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35 
years, he has been fi shing all of his life, and 
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

HOOD OUTDOORS

COURTESY PHOTO

Mitchell Meche, 14, in his fi rst attempt at bowfi shing on June 4, 
caught a 6.4-pound Common Carp. Over the next several weekends, 
he also caught an 11.4-pound Smallmouth Buff alo, a 1.2-pound 
Spotted Gar, and a 12.4-pound Common Carp (pictured), which 
broke his earlier record by six pounds. The Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department certifi ed all catches as Junior Angler fi shing records for 
Lake Granbury. With these latest bowfi shing catches, Meche has set 
a total of 10 Lake Granbury Junior Angler fi shing records in various 
categories and methods, four of which were also state records. 
Meche lives in Hickory Creek, Texas, and made these record catches 
while visiting his grandparents, John and Susan Meche, who live on 
Lake Granbury.

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County 
News

For the first time in their 
history, the Tolar Lady 
Rattlers are headed to a 
regional volleyball tourna-
ment. Meanwhile, for the 
first time since 2019, the 
Lady Pirates advanced to the 
second round of the Class 
5A playoffs. 

TOLAR VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Rattlers (23-14) 

continued their postsea-
son success by knocking off 
Hawley (28-13), 20-25, 25-12. 
25-22, 25-21 on Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. 

“‘No limits’ was the theme 
of the season, chosen by our 
seniors and returners. They 
bought into that idea and 
are now executing that con-
cept in every match,” Tolar 
head coach Misty Rhodes 

said. “We are peaking at the 
perfect time. Every match 
we play we are getting better 
and better, playing selflessly. 
It is so much fun to watch 
them celebrate each other.”

The Lady Rattlers were 
playing Ropes (33-10) at 
press time in the Region I 
semifinals in San Angelo. 
The winner will face Wink 
(36-9) or defending state 
champion Windthorst (42-5) 
for the right to advance to 
state Saturday at 1 p.m.

The 2A State Tournament 
is Nov. 15-17 at the Curtis 
Culwell Center in Garland.

In the win over Hawley, 
Tolar standouts includ-
ed Allie Terrell (16 kills, 6 
digs), Abbie Soileau (28 as-
sists, 8 digs, 3 aces), Trinity 
Rousseau (14 digs), Allie 
Terrell (16 kills, 6 digs) and 
Senne Imel (18 kills, 22 digs).

The Lady Rattlers also de-
feated Miles (29-10) in the 
area round, 3-2. The back-
and-forth match saw Tolar 

win the first and third games 
25-21 and 25-23, but drop 
the second and fourth 25-16 
and 25-21.

However, in the fifth 
game, they pulled away for 
a 15-10 victory to advance. 
This came on the heels of 
a 3-0 sweep of Quanah in 
bidistrict.

GRANBURY VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Pirates (19-23) 

concluded their best season 
since 2019 by reaching the 
second round of the Class 
5A playoffs following a 
third-place finish in District 
5-5A.

Their season came to an 
end with a 3-0 loss to Argyle 
(38-7) in the area round with 
scores of 25-18, 25-17 and 
25-12. Argyle is ranked No. 3 
in the state.

Granbury had opened 
the postseason with a 3-0 
sweep (25-12, 25-13, 25-11) 
over Fort Worth Arlington 
Heights.

“This season was a lot of 
fun. This group of girls had 
a tremendous bond that 
helped us do as well as we 
did in district and with our 
run in the playoffs,” head 
coach Desiree Shahan said. 
“I loved watching them grow 
and to see the amount of 
support that the community 
brought during playoffs was 
just incredible. 

“We will have six return-
ers next year and I can’t wait 
to see what they accomplish 
next season. They are a very 
determined group of girls, 
and regardless of what the 
realignment brings, I think 
they are going to make the 
most of it and push to make 
history for the Granbury vol-
leyball program.”

The annual University 
Interscholastic League 
realignment is set for 
February.

Against Argyle, several 

seniors ended their careers 
with solid performances, 
including Rachel Poirier 
(9 kills), Brooke Marak (3 
blocks), Kylie Moody (10 
digs, 18 serves returned) 
and Bailey Blum (13 serves 
returned).

LIPAN CROSS COUNTRY
Annslee Tarpley concluded 

her freshman season with a 
39th-place finish at the Class 
2A State Meet out of 150 run-
ners. She posted a time of 
12 minutes and 50 seconds 
over the 2-mile course at Old 
Settlers Park in Round Rock.

“Annslee ran great at the 
state meet,” Lipan head 
coach Misty Little said. “She 
improved tremendously 
from the 14:20 she ran at 
Round Rock previously (ear-
lier this season).

“I was so proud of her be-
cause she competed really 
well against some great com-

petition on a tough course.”

TOLAR FOOTBALL
The Rattlers (9-1) are 

headed back to the football 
playoffs on a roll both offen-
sively and defensively. They 
ended the regular season 
with a 63-0 victory against 
San Saba (3-7) to wrap up a 
perfect 6-0 record in District 
5-2A Division I.

In their final three regular-
season games the Rattlers, 
ranked No. 3 in the state, 
outscored their opponents 
185-12, scoring 61, 61 and 
63 points. 

Tolar was hosting Trenton 
(4-6) in the bidistrict contest 
at press time.

Against San Saba, Rattlers 
standout junior running 
back Peyton Brown saw his 
first action since the season 
opener, rushing three times 
for 24 yards. He had been 
out with an ankle injury.

Brown was among the 
state and national leaders 
last season. He ranked 10th 
nationally in touchdowns 
(49), 11th in points scored 
(296) and 21st in rushing 
yards (2,777).

In his only action this sea-
son, he rushed for 121 yards 
and four touchdowns, along 
with catching a touchdown 
pass, in a 49-9 win over 
Peaster.

Also against San Saba, 
quarterback Isaac Blessing 
threw for three touchdowns 
to Clayton Stembridge, 
Matthew Behrens and Talan 
Brown. Kelvin Murray rushed 
for 117 yards on 11 car-
ries, with Garrison Nation 
running for two TD, and 
Blessing and Grant Sherley 
also scoring on the ground.

On defense, Cash Clark 
recovered a fumble for a TD. 

COURTESY OF MISTY LITTLE

Lipan's Annslee Tarpley competed in the Class 2A State Cross 
Country Meet in Round Rock this past weekend.

COURTESY OF MISTY RHODES

The Tolar Lady Rattlers have made program history this season by advancing to the fi rst regional 
tournament in their history.
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Texans stomp Lumberjacks in home  
finale, set new D1 single-season wins record

Bengtsson goes -13 over last two rounds to win 
medalist honors in Mexico, Tarleton takes third

Deltombe wins individual title and leads Texans to best team finish

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — Stephen 
F. Austin hadn’t made the 
trip to Stephenville in 49 
years. It might be another 49 
years before they agree to 
visit Tarleton State again.

The Texans (7-3, 3-2 UAC) 
stomped the Lumberjacks 
(3-6, 0-4 UAC) 59-17 on 
Saturday, Nov. 4 at Memorial 
Stadium. Tarleton Football 
won its third straight game, 
finished 4-1 at Memorial 
Stadium this season, and set 
a new single-season record 
for wins in its NCAA Division 
I era. The Texans sent SFA 
to its fourth straight loss, its 
longest losing streak since 
2019.

This was a season-high in 
points for Tarleton, its high-
est scoring game at the D1 
level, its most since drop-
ping 66 on Midwestern State 
on Nov. 2, 2019. It marked 
the team’s third 50-plus 
point game of the season, its 
most such games in a season 
since 2019 (four).

Texan quarterback Victor 
Gabalis had five touchdowns 
on the night, completing 15-
of-19 passes for a season-
high 389 yards. He threw 
a season-high four touch-
downs, plus ran a touch-
down in from two yards out. 
Kayvon Britten added two 
more rushing touchdowns 
to his total, finishing with 63 
yards. He’s scored six rush-
ing touchdowns over the 
past three games, now at 13 
on the year. Darius Cooper 
recorded five receptions for 
168 yards and two touch-
downs, including an 85-yard 
TD grab. Trevon West and 
Dawson Hearne each had a 

touchdown reception, and 
Kristian Dalton sealed the 
night with a 70-yard rushing 
score.

The Texan defense forced 
five takeaways on Saturday, 
all fumbles. Qua’Shawn 
Washington had two of 
those recoveries, adding a 
team-high 10 tackles, to go 
with two pass breakups. Ty 
Rawls had a fumble recov-
ery with seven tackles, Greg 
Eggleston, Jr. had a recovery, 
and Bryson Collins forced a 
fumble at the 1-yard line that 

went out of the end zone 
for a touchback. Josh Griffis 
had a strip sack in the first 
quarter that Washington 
recovered.

It was both Military 
Appreciation and Senior 
Night at Memorial Stadium 
on Saturday. With several 
special military vehicles in 
attendance, veterans and ac-
tive military members were 
honored all night. Also, the 
Texans held a special pre-
sentation to honor seniors 
Javian Bellamy, Jalen Carr, 

Tayvis Coleman, Bryson 
Collins, Ahmir Crowder, 
Ely Doyle, Cody Henderson, 
Patrick Jones, Dejuan 
Miller, Fernando Piedra and 
Washington. Plus, Tarleton 
Athletics had fireworks 
throughout the game to help 
celebrate.

The Texans brought their 
own fireworks all night, 
starting with a 28-spot in the 
first quarter. To open the 
game, the Texans marched 
down 83 yards, Britten run-
ning in from 14 yards out to 

open the game 7-0. After SFA 
made it 7-3, Griffis answered 
on the Lumberjacks’ ensuing 
drive, and Washington recov-
ered at the SFA 26-yard line. 
On the next play, Gabalis had 
a short pass to West, who 
took it 26 yards to the house.

SFA answered with its first 
touchdown of the game, 
but Tarleton answered right 
back, with Gabalis finding 
Cooper from 17 yards out 
to make it 21-10. Eggleston 
then pounced on a muffed 
kickoff, and Tarleton made 

it 28-10 before the quarter 
ended, as Gabalis faked the 
handoff and ran around the 
left side for a 2-yard score.

Tarleton State opened the 
second quarter with another 
touchdown, this time on two 
plays, with Gabalis finding a 
streaking Cooper at mid-
field who took it the rest 
of the way for an 85-yard 
touchdown.

On SFA’s ensuing drive, 
Collins forced a fumble at 
the 1-yard line that went out 
of the end zone to make it 
Tarleton’s ball. With about 
90 seconds remaining in 
the second quarter, Hearne 
caught a 9-yard touchdown 
from Gabalis to send the 
Texans into the locker room 
42-10 at halftime.

In the third quarter, Britten 
had a six-yard score to make 
it 49-10, and Adrian Guzman 
split the uprights from 44 
yards out to make it 52-10 
after three. With four min-
utes remaining in the game, 
Dalton burst through on 
Tarleton’s first play of the 
drive for a 70-yard touch-
down run to put an exclama-
tion point on the victory.

Tarleton had 389 pass-
ing yards to SFA’s 203, 
averaging 20.5 passing 
yards per attempt to SFA’s 
4.1. The Texans outgained 
the Lumberjacks overall 
577-411.

The all-time series between 
head coaches Todd Whitten 
and Colby Carthel is split 
again, now at 4-4.

Tarleton and ACU will play 
at Wildcat Stadium at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 11 in the 
last game of the season.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

 Stephen F. Austin hadn’t made the trip to Stephenville in 49 years. It might be another 49 years before they agree to visit Tarleton State 
again.

Tarleton State University

MONTERREY, MX. -– The 
Texans turned in their best 
performance of their fall 
campaign in their final tour-
nament on Friday, Oct. 27 
and Saturday, Oct. 28, seeing 
individual medalist honors 
and finishing third as a team.

Sophomore Max 
Bengtsson went -13 over 
the final two rounds to fin-
ish first among the 62-man 
field. He shot -15 overall 
(70-66-65) in the Monterrey 
International Invitational 
on Friday-Saturday at Club 
Campestre Monterrey for 
his first collegiate individual 
victory.

Carson Gallaher, who led 
the Texans in the each of 
their first three tournaments 
to start the year, was tied for 
first after the first 27 holes. 
He was boosted by the first 
albatross in the modern era 
of Texan Men’s Golf. After 
the first day, he was tied for 
first at -8, as the event was 
being played with 27 holes 
on the first day and 27 holes 
on the second day. Gallaher 
finished tied-17th overall at 
-6 (69, 67, 74).

The Texans finished third 
as a team at-26, bettering 
their previous season-best 
score to par by 53 strokes. 
They were just three strokes 
short of the winning team, 
Utah State.

“It was a great week in 
Mexico and was an awesome 
experience all around,” head 
coach Chance Cain said. 
“Max went on an unbeliev-
able 27-hole run to shoot 
10-under in that stretch with 
only three bogeys to pull off 
the victory by a shot. It’s a 
great confidence boost for 
him and the team to cap off 
the fall on a high note. We 
were so close to pulling off 
our first team victory as well 
and just made a couple cost-
ly mistakes coming in. It’s 
a good learning experience 
all-around, because when 
we keep putting ourselves 
in positions like this, we will 
figure out how to handle it 
and close it out.”

Alvaro Huidobro had a 
strong first two rounds, fin-
ishing tied-35th overall at +2 
(72, 69, 77). It was a similar 
event for Bladen Samaniego, 
who shot +3 (73, 70, 76) 
for tied-39th. Cristobal 

Sepulveda went -5 in the 
final round to salvage a 
tough start, going tied-
46th at +6 (76, 79, 67). 
Finally, Chandler Barch, who 
competed as an individual, 
took 51st at +8 (72, 76, 76).

Bengtsson won the tour-
nament by one stroke on 
Saturday, besting Utah 
State’s Julio Arronte (-14) 
and three others at -13. In 
his final round, between nine 
holes, Nos. 6-14, he turned 
in eight birdies to tie the low-
est round in Texan Men’s 
Golf history at 65 (-7). Last 
year, Jack Anderson shot 
an opening 65 (7) enroute to 
a second place finish in Utah.

The Texan sophomore 
joins Anderson as the sec-
ond medalist in Tarleton’s 
short revived history.

Bengtsson had the most 
birdies in the tournament 
with 22, three more than 
the next closest. He was a 
major reason by Tarleton 
also finished first in birdies 
in the event, five more than 
the next closest programs of 
Loyola Maryland and North 
Dakota State. On Par 5’s, he 
was unstoppable, going -10 
on the specific hole, a gross 

score average of 4.3. The 
Texans as a team were sec-
ond in Par 5’s at -31.

Gallaher had the lone alba-
tross in the tournament with 
a 2 on the Par 5 13th hole. On 
the 570 yard hole, Gallaher 
bombed his drive 350 yards, 
then sank his second shot 
from 220 yards out. In the 
second round, he started 

with three straight birdies 
and was -6 through 10.

The Texans took third 
among 10 programs, com-
peting against Utah State 
(-29), North Dakota State 
(-28), Loyola Maryland (-23), 
UTRGV (-23), Valparaiso 
(-21), Howard (-20), Idaho 
(-9), the host George 
Washington (-9) and Yale (-5).

This marked Tarleton’s 
last tournament for nearly 
three months. The Texans 
will be back in action on Feb. 
12-13 for Rice’s Bentwater 
Intercollegiate at Bentwater 
Yacht and Country Club in 
Montgomery, Texas.

Tarleton State University

HATTIESBURG, 
Mississippi — In just her 
fourth tournament as a 
Texan, sophomore Lou 
Deltombe carded a three 
under-par to lead Tarleton 

State to a fourth-place fin-
ish, the best of the season, 
in its final event of the 
fall at The Judson 2023 at 
Hattiesburg CC.

Deltombe’s win marked 
the first win by a women’s 
golfer since 2021.

“Lou played phenom-
enal golf this week,” said 
coach Isabel Jimenez after 
the third round on Tuesday. 
«She is the type of player 
that always wants to do 
well, she has that fire in her 
veins, whether it is a tour-

nament or a little game at 
practice, she wants to win. 
I am very happy of the way 
she finished off the fall sea-
son, very well deserved for 
her.»

 Deltombe started off the 
tournament on fire, shoot-

ing a five-under par, 67, in 
the first round of the day 
on Monday. Deltombe pro-
ceeded to card a pair of 73s 
to finish the event three un-
der, two strokes up on the 
runner-up. The sophomore 
carded 12 birdies across 

three rounds including six 
in the first round alone. She 
turned in her best perfor-
mance as a Texan setting a 
new single round low and 
54-hole round low.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Sophomore Max Bengtsson went -13 over the final two rounds to finish first among the 62-man field.
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Veterans
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

G U Q K U W V L K D U S I U Y
L N T F C J J K C S R B N Y M
G N Z C D E C I F I R C A S R
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Word Bank
1. force 2. army 3. family 4. marines
5. sacrifice 6. honor 7. air 8. veteran
9. serve 10. navy 11. military

Dictionary.com

COLORTime

Memorial Day is a time to remember 
those who gave their lives for our country, 
particularly in battle or from wounds they 
suffered in battle. Veterans Day honors all 

of those who have served the country in war 
or peace — dead or alive — although it’s 

largely intended to thank living veterans for 
their sacrifices.

Veterans Day is a special day when we honor 
and thank the brave men and women who have 
served in the military to protect our country. It’s 
a time to show our gratitude for their courage 
and sacrifice. On November 11th, we celebrate 
them and remember the importance of peace 
and freedom. We might see parades, flags, and 
ceremonies to say “Thank you” to our heroes. 
It’s a day to appreciate and remember our 
veterans.
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a view. Jim Thillen is a wood-
turner. A space where they 
could both hone their crafts 

while taking in a pretty view 
topped the list.

The realtor called that same 
day with two properties to 
view. The Thillens chose the 
property that allowed a river 

view for the 
glass artist.

“It was ex-
actly what 
God had 
planned for 
us. I knew 
absolute-
ly noth-
ing about 
Granbury. 
It’s seri-
ously a God 
story, the 
whole thing 
is a God 
story. We 
were able 
to sell our 
house (in 
the metro-
plex) almost 
immediate-

ly. The first offer fell through, 
but a second cash offer came 
through and closed on the 
same day the original offer 
would have closed.”

The next-door neighbors 
quickly became best friends 
of the Thillens, and the group 
headed downtown in October 
for Thillen’s birthday. Thillen, 
of course, wanted to see the 
art in Your Private Collection 
Gallery. Thillen met Stacy 
Watkins Martin who asked to 
see her work and offered to 
represent her when the imag-
es were shared from Thillen’s 
phone. 

Soon after Thillen partici-
pated in the Harvest Moon 
Festival of 2020. Sadly, 
Thillen’s booth was one of the 
ones the wind smacked into 
the fence that windy festival. 
A lot of her fused glass work 
was broken. Despite this, 
Thillen is thankful for the 
journey her work takes her.

Thillen’s artistic journey 

equipped her with the con-
fidence to consider herself 
a glass artist. The journey 
included lots of instruc-
tion, workshops, trials and 
failures. The journey contin-
ues as she still seeks to learn 
more.

“The Lord kept telling me 
how grateful I should be, 
and so I named my studio 
Grateful Hearts Glass.”

Thillen isn’t seeking fame 
and fortune. She desires to 
share what she has learned 
with students and share that 
joy with her art patrons as 
well. 

A piece called “Crazy Girl” 
sold to a client named Tom. 
Thillen has plans to see where 
Tom has hung the piece. The 
work made both the art-
ist and the patron happy. 
“Tom was just so excited and 
thrilled to have it, and that 
brought me so much joy.”

Thillen employs a method 
in her work she calls DDS, for 

drape, drop and slump. All 
different processes take place 
in the kiln after she places the 
work in the kiln. 

“Each piece is unique, and 
each uses at least one of the 
drape, drop and slump tech-
niques in some form.” 

Her main interest is trans-
parency and thus what drew 
her to glass as a media ini-
tially. Though it seems an 
unlikely theme for glass, 
Thillen has a keen interest in 
movement as a theme, such 
as the movement provided by 
the wind. Depth as the kind 
seen in landscapes remains 
an important component in 
her work. 

Thillen layers her work, 
taking multiple trips through 
the kiln to achieve the desired 
effect. Each layer makes the 
piece thicker, which means it 
takes longer to heat up and 
longer to cool down. 

For the LGAA workshop 
Thillen will teach two differ-

ent projects. The projects 
will be simple layering pieces 
such as the Christmas tree 
project. Thillen will take the 
art pieces home to fire them 
in the kiln and return them to 
the students. 

A wonderful thing about 
this, shares Thillen, is these 
simple glass works can be 
successfully completed with-
out a wealth of art knowl-
edge. In fact, she used to 
teach afternoon workshops 
to the wives of woodturners 
when she accompanied Jim to 
woodworking workshops. So 
don’t be intimidated if your 
art experience is lacking. 

Thillen’s demonstration 
will be at the Shanley Gallery, 
224 N. Travis St. To sign up 
for the workshop email lgaa-
workshops@gmail.com, also 
see the LGAA Facebook page. 
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“Into the Woods,” by Susan Thillen

Stembridge also returned a 
punt 67 yards for a TD.

Clark led the team in tack-
les with seven, while Hunter 
Michels had six with three 
for a loss.

Last season the Rattlers 
advanced to the state quar-
terfinals, finishing 13-1 for 
their best season ever. They 
are 32-5 over this season and 
the previous two so far.

GRANBURY FOOTBALL
The Pirates’ season came 

to an end with a 75-7 loss 
at Killeen Shoemaker on 
Thursday, Nov. 2. Granbury 
finished 3-7 overall and 1-7 
in District 4-5A Division I.

The Pirates were led offen-
sively by senior running back 
Jadon Rogers with 48 yards 
and a TD on six carries. 
Defensively, senior Rylan 
Brenish and sophomore 
Chase Cantrell each posted a 
dozen tackles, while seniors 
Augie Zapata and Amelio 

Rodriguez each had seven.
Rogers also returned three 

kickoffs for 72 yards.
Rogers led the Pirates on 

the season with 536 yards 
and eight touchdowns rush-
ing, while fellow senior Tyler 
Rodgers was right behind 
with 500 and five TD. Junior 
Carter Riley led in receiv-
ing with six catches for 189 
yards and a TD.

Brenish and Cantrell fin-
ished 1-2 in tackles with 
70 and 65. Brenish also led 
in tackles for loss (8) with 
Zapata right behind (7), 
while Zapata led in sacks 
(6). Rodriguez and Hayden 
Burns led in interceptions 
with two each, with senior 
Michael Gifford and Cantrell 
leading in fumble recoveries 
with a pair each.

CORNERSTONE CROSS 
COUNTRY

Cornerstone Christian 
Academy had several run-
ners compete at the Texas 
Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools Class 1A 

State Meet in Waco recent-
ly. The boys team finished 
fourth, led by Carter Jones 
(22nd, 20:14.72 over 5K 
course) and Carson Jones 
(23rd, 20:15.06).

The Cornerstone girls were 
led by Rease Porter, who was 
40th with a time 18:37.44 
over 2 miles.

GRANBURY GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

The Lady Pirates began 
the season with a 39-27 vic-
tory at Keller Central on 
Nov. 3, followed by a 52-
45 overtime loss at North 
Crowley on Nov. 7. The Lady 
Panthers used an 11-4 run in 
the fourth quarter to force 
overtime, followed by an 8-1 
burst in the extra stanza.

Ella Garner led Granbury 
against North Crowley with 
20 points, while Kate Hamlin 
added nine and Briona 
Johnson scored six.

In the win over Keller 
Central, Garner had 11 
points and Hamlin added 
eight.

The Lady Pirates play 
their first home game of the 
season against Burleson on 
Tuesday, Nov. 14 at 6:30 
p.m.

In subvarsity play, 
Granbury JV defeated 
Central 27-19 and the fresh-
men lost 28-22. The JV fell to 
North Crowley 31-29 and the 
freshmen lost 51-44.

LIPAN GIRLS BASKETBALL
The Lady Indians, ranked 

No. 1 in the state, began de-
fense of their Class 2A state 
championship with a 64-19 
win at Maypearl on Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. Hanna Gaylor led 
Lipan with 20 points, while 
Madison Cornelius added 
11 and Kynzi Callaway tal-
lied 10.

The Lady Indians were 
hosting Priddy at press time 
and are competing in the Hill 
Country Classic in Marble 
Falls this weekend.
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Kelvin Murray Working past the armadillo Defenders. During the 
game friday night Nov. 3 at Tolar High School  
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BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the 
Hood County News

In the heart of Hood 
County, the spirit of giving 
and unity shines brightly, 
especially during the fes-
tive Christmas season. 
The Marine Toys for Tots 
Program, an initiative with 
a long-standing tradition, 
is a testament to this spirit. 
Every year, this program 
sets out with an unwaver-
ing mission: to ensure that 
less fortunate children can 
also experience the magic of 
Christmas.

MISSION AND VISION
The fundamental mis-

sion of Marine Toys for 
Tots is straightforward yet 
profound: to collect new, 
unwrapped toys and pres-
ent them to children in need 
during the Christmas sea-
son. The core goal behind 
this generous endeavor is 
to bring a glimmer of hope 
and the joy of the season 
to America’s less fortunate 
children, showing them 
they are cherished and 
remembered.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
Founded on the principles 

of unity, generosity and 
community, the program 
took a significant leap in 
1991. To optimize the col-
lection and distribution 
process, the Marine Toys for 
Tots Foundation was estab-
lished at the urging of the 
Marine Corps. This founda-
tion streamlined the proce-
dures, ensuring that more 
children could be reached in 
a more organized manner.

PROCESS OF COLLECTION 
AND DISTRIBUTION

Gathering toys is a con-
certed effort involving vari-
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The fundamental mission of Marine Toys for Tots is straightforward yet profound: to collect new, 
unwrapped toys and present them to children in need during the Christmas season.

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Harbor Lakes Golf Club celebrated its 20th anniversary with a ribbon cutting ceremony on Saturday, Nov. 4.
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Gratitude is often a feeling of thankfulness that arises 
in response to receiving a benefi t or kindness from 
others. Appreciation, on the other hand, is more 
about recognizing the value or quality of something 
and can be felt independently of having received a 
personal benefi t. 

Hood County News
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2023

LIFESTYLE

Harbor Lakes Golf Club celebrates 20th anniversary

Thanksgiving 
reflections
What we appreciate appreciates

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the Hood County News

Have you ever noticed that the individuals 
who exude the greatest joy, contentment and 
emotional well-being are often those who make 
a conscious effort to express their appreciation 
daily? It’s a principle that transcends time and 
place, suggesting the act of appreciation not only 
enhances our own lives but also elevates our col-
lective spirit. As Thanksgiving draws near, we 
turn our focus to the power of gratitude, explor-
ing how the simple yet profound act of recog-
nizing that “what you appreciate appreciates” 
can transform our lives and the fabric of our 
community.

Let’s start by talking about the terms gratitude 
and appreciation. While the terms are often used 
interchangeably, and while gratitude and appre-
ciation are closely related concepts, they have 
subtle differences in their emotional context and 
how they are experienced.

Gratitude is often a feeling of thankfulness 
that arises in response to receiving a benefit or 
kindness from others. It is typically directed to-
ward a person who has given you something or 
has done something for you. Gratitude is reac-
tive, acknowledging the role of others in provid-
ing something that has enhanced your well-being 
or happiness. It is often accompanied by a sense 
of humility and the desire to express thanks or 
to reciprocate the kindness.

Appreciation, on the other hand, is more about 
recognizing the value or quality of something 
and can be felt independently of having received 
a personal benefit. It is the act of acknowledg-
ing the worthiness or excellence of someone or 
something, and it does not necessarily involve 
a benefactor. Appreciation can be proactive, a 
spontaneous recognition of the good qualities in 
people or things around you, without any sense 
of having been the recipient of a particular favor.

In essence, while gratitude is a thankful ac-
knowledgment for what one has received from 
others, appreciation is a broader, more general 
acknowledgment of what is valuable and mean-
ingful, regardless of its source. Appreciation is 
the natural response to a life lived in gratitude.

LET’S PAR-TEELET’S PAR-TEELET’S PAR-TEELET’S PAR-TEELET’S PAR-TEELET’S PAR-TEE

Branded as “Granbury’s pre-
mier golf club,” Harbor Lakes 
officially opened for business 
in July 2003 — featuring up to 
7,239 yards of “golfing adven-
ture,” according to a previ-
ous article in the Hood County 
News.

At the time of completion, 
the $6 million Dick Phelps 
facility boasted numerous wa-
ter features and great scen-
ery, with “tee box views of 
Comanche Peak, Lake Granbury 
and the Granbury courthouse,” 
according to the article.

Matt Mitchell, general manag-
er of Harbor Lakes Golf Course, 
said he has only been in his 
position for about nine weeks, 
but when he heard no one was 
doing anything to celebrate 
the club’s 20-year anniversary, 
he immediately jumped into 
action.

“It’s a big thing; it’s 20 
years, and we’re a big part 
of Granbury,” he said. “Even 

though it’s a golf course, and 
a little different than a regu-
lar business, for something to 
stick around for 20 years is a 
milestone, so we put together 
the party. We wanted to cel-
ebrate our members, celebrate 
the 20 years, and look forward 
to the future.”

The festivities kicked off on 
Saturday with an official ribbon 
cutting and champagne toast, 
followed by hors d’oeuvres, 
complimentary cigars from 
Granbury Cigar Company, and 
a 360-degree photo booth for 
guests to capture memories of 
the cocktail event.

Mitchell then made opening 
remarks and introduced the 
public to Harbor Lakes Golf 
Course architect and Colorado 
Golf Hall of Famer Dick Phelps, 
along with his son, Rick, who 
took over the design firm when 
his dad retired in 2006.

“It’s nice to come back and 
see something that I created 

and it’s nice to see it mature,” 
Dick said, during the event. “So 
many times when we do a golf 
course, we never go back to it 
and we don’t get a chance to 
see (the finished product), so 
the opportunity to come down 
here is very much appreciat-
ed. It just blows my mind that 
we’re down here celebrating 
roughly 20 years. We’re very 
proud and we have received a 
lot of compliments and I appre-
ciate that very much.”

Dick — who told the HCN he 
completed about 87 golf cours-
es in his career — explained 
that before construction of 
Harbor Lakes ever began, the 
land was “essentially flat.” 

“One of the things we had 
to do in the design was to ac-
commodate the water,” he 
said. “We didn’t know when I 
first started on this thing that 
we had groundwater so close 
to the surface, and that’s why 
some of these lakes have rail-
road tie walls because the soil 
was horrible.”

In golf, bulkheads are a type 
of retaining wall used to keep 
water or sand from another 
part of the course. They are 
usually made of wood and 
sometimes constructed by us-
ing railroad ties. 

“To be very blunt, I mean, 
there wasn’t much to work with 
— but that’s part of the fun, try-
ing to create something,” Dick 
said, adding the old saying that 
they were trying to “create a 
silk purse out of a sow’s ear.”

He added that since he re-
sides in Colorado, this is the 
first time he’s seen the com-
pleted course since he attended 
the ribbon cutting 20 years ago. 

“This is the first time I’ve 
seen it since it opened,” he said. 
“Future plans, we’ve suggested 
a few minor things, but basi-
cally, the golf course is terrific. 
We love it. I love it. I’m just tick-
led pink to see it in the shape 
it’s in.”

Although the club is situated 
inside the Harbor Lakes resi-
dential subdivision, Mitchell 
told the HCN only 30% of 
Harbor Lakes homeowners 
are members of the golf club, 
adding that the average age of 
membership is 63-and-a-half.

“We’ve got members from 
Midland/Odessa that will fly 
their private plane in and then 
go stay at their million dollar 
weekend home, and then we’ve 
got blue collar guys that are 
working during the week, and 
play on the weekend, and then 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

H
arbor Lakes Golf Club recently reached a 
huge milestone, with members, charter 
members and staff joining to celebrate the 
club’s 20th anniversary on Nov. 4.

How Toys for Tots 
brightens Christmas for 
Hood County children
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Individuals who exude the greatest joy, contentment and emotional well-being are often those who make a conscious eff ort to express their appreciation daily.
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Branded as “Granbury’s premier golf club,” Harbor Lakes offi  cially opened for business in July 2003 — featuring up to 7,239 yards of “golfi ng adventure.” 
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we have a lot of retirees here, 
so it’s a real diverse mem-
bership, and just a bunch of 
great folks,” he said.

Harbor Lakes Golf Club is 
currently described as being 
“semi-private,” with both 
members and non-members 
allowed to play golf on the 
18-hole course.

“The club itself with just 
the membership base and 
the membership dues that 

come in monthly, just that 
alone, it’s not a viable club, it 
would lose money, so allow-
ing public play, non-member 
play generates revenue that 
keeps the club going,” he ex-
plained. “We’ve got a vision 
for the club down the road, 
and it depends on a lot of 
factors, but the goal is to be 
fully private at some point.”

A social membership is 
$65 a month, while a golf 
membership is $199 a 
month. Independent play is 
$60 during the week and $70 

on weekends. Mitchell said 
Harbor Lakes Golf Club also 
plans to “roll out some spe-
cials” before the new 2024 
pricing goes into effect.

“Golf, unfortunately, it’s 
very expensive — not only to 
buy clubs, but to go play. It is 
what it is, but this is a great 
value for anybody,” he said. 
“Certainly, if you love to play 
golf, and if you play golf four 
times a month out here, then 
you should join as a member 
because it’s less expensive 
than just coming out and 

playing.”
In addition to golf, Harbor 

Lakes also offers social 
events like karaoke, dueling 
pianos and pasta night.

“The club is a great place 
to come and hang out with 
your friends and enjoy 
downtime,” Mitchell said. 
“We’ve kind of tried to make 
this a home away from home 
for them.”

With 300 members in the 
club’s social membership 
and 300 members in the golf 
membership, Mitchell said 

he also has plans to increase 
the membership’s total 
numbers.

“We’re looking at differ-
ent amenities to add on,” he 
said. “We have no definitive 
plans yet, but we are hoping 
to see lots of growth in mem-
bers, revenues, activity, and 
hopefully some new ameni-
ties too, down the line.”

Mitchell said he believes 
the 20-year celebration will 
serve as the club’s “launch-
ing pad” into 2024. 

“We’re gonna do some 

strong push to build our 
membership, we’ve got big 
plans for improvements all 
around the club and the golf 
course, and we want to make 
it the place to be if you live 
in Granbury, and the place to 
work if you want to work at 
a golf club. We’ve got a great 
team here and a great place.”

For more information on 
Harbor Lakes Golf Club, visit 
harborlakes.com online.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243
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Appreciation is a multifac-
eted gem, encompassing the 
act of being fully conscious 
of something, holding it in 
high regard, being grate-
ful for it and recognizing its 
growth in value. When we 
appreciate the myriad fac-
ets of our lives, we not only 
acknowledge their worth 
but also invite an increase 
in their value — be it in rela-
tionships, personal growth 
or happiness.

As we approach this sea-
son of thanks, let’s delve 
into three practices that can 
cultivate a more profound 
sense of both gratitude and 

appreciation:
The daily gratitude list:
Begin each day by writing 

down three specific things 
for which you are grateful. 
This act of writing serves as 
a commitment to recogniz-
ing the good in your life. For 
instance, instead of a general 
note of thanks for health, 
you might express gratitude 
for the vigor you felt during 
a morning walk. This speci-
ficity brings the abstract into 
sharp focus, making grati-
tude tangible.

But don’t just write — 
feel. Let each word resonate 
with the warmth of genu-
ine thankfulness. Make this 
practice a ritual akin to your 
morning coffee.

PICTURING GRATITUDE
In a world often clouded 

by negativity, a picture of 
something for which you 
are thankful truly is worth 
a thousand positive words. 
Creating a photo collection 
of things you appreciate is 
like building your own bea-
con of light. It could be the 
sun casting long shadows 
on the historic Hood County 
courthouse, the laughter of 
children at play in City Beach 
Park or the comforting em-
brace of a loved one.

These snapshots of joy, 
collected in a digital or phys-
ical album, become a visual 
gratitude journal. They serve 
as reminders of the beauty 
that surrounds us, waiting to 

be acknowledged and cher-
ished. This practice doesn’t 
require grand gestures; it 
simply asks you to be pres-
ent and mindful of the ev-
eryday wonders that life in 
Hood County offers.

THE APPRECIATION CARD
Imagine the joy of receiv-

ing a card that details how 
much you mean to someone. 
Now, imagine giving that joy 
to others. Writing a heart-
felt card is a powerful way 
to convey deep appreciation 
to those who have touched 
your life in both big and 
small ways. Detail the ways 
they’ve made a difference, 
the specific instances that 
have stayed with you and the 

qualities you admire in them.
If you truly want to rock 

someone’s world in a very 
positive way, put the card in 
an envelope, address it, put 
a stamp on it and drop it in 
a mailbox. Think about it — 
in this high-tech digital age, 
where text messaging and 
DMs are the norm, receiv-
ing an honest-to-goodness 
paper greeting card or letter 
with a handwritten message 
in our mailbox is a revolu-
tionary act! Consider making 
this a monthly tradition, a 
way to strengthen bonds and 
spread warmth within your 
community.

These practices are not 
just for the individual; they 
can ripple through our com-
munity, creating a culture of 

appreciation that uplifts and 
unites. As we gather around 
the Thanksgiving table, let’s 
carry these practices with us, 
weaving gratitude and ap-
preciation into the fabric of 
our daily lives.

In the end, gratitude is 
more than a response to re-
ceiving; it is an approach to 
living. It’s about seeing the 
fullness of life in Granbury 
and beyond, recognizing 
the good, and nurturing 
it with appreciation. This 
Thanksgiving, let’s embark 
on a journey of gratitude 
and appreciation together, 
transforming our lives and 
community — one thankful 
thought, one picture, one let-
ter at a time.

REFLECTIONS
FROM PAGE C2
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BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

Aaron Kreag and Kymper 
Nowicki are not your average 
couple.

From meeting online — 
Bumble to be specific — to a 
shorter-than-normal court-
ship and engagement, it was 
clear from the beginning this 
relationship would be any-
thing but traditional. 

But adding in the desire 
for a public wedding — at 
Warren’s Backyard no less — 
it’s obvious that Aaron and 
Kymper are not your typical 
bride and groom.

“We had both been mar-
ried before, so it’s not the 
whole traditional wed-
ding. We didn’t need that,” 
Kymper said. “We love to be 
around fun people and so 
we thought, ‘Let’s just have 
something fun, more of a 
party.’”

LOVE STORY
Aaron, 47, and Kymper, 51, 

first matched on Bumble on 
Jan. 14, before deciding to 
meet in person on the same 
day.

“The cute thing about the 
story is we did meet on-
line Sunday and we decid-
ed, ‘Well, let’s just meet,’ 
so I suggested we meet at 
Warren’s because it was a re-
ally nice sunny day and it’s 
like a park kind of setting,” 
Kymper explained. “We just 
sat there for hours, and we 
just talked.”

From there, the relation-
ship and love blossomed 
— leading Aaron to move to 
Granbury in February, as at 
that time, he lived closer to 
Denton.

“I was looking for a town 
that had a volunteer fire de-
partment,” he said. “I spent 
a number of years as a para-
medic and volunteered as a 
firefighter in Indiana over 20 
years ago. For me, it was kind 
of serendipitous. I didn’t 
want to be near the big city. I 
wanted a place with the vol-
unteer fire department, I was 
looking for a church at the 
time...”

“And a beautiful woman,” 
Kymper chimed in.

“It all kind of oddly came 
about,” Aaron continued. 
“We met and shortly there-
after I went to church. Our 
saying is ‘No coincidences.’ 
It was just pretty weird the 
way everything kind of just 
started falling into place, 
and I was just like, ‘This is 
it.’ It was kind of 50%. I was 
curious about she and I and 
what can happen, but then 
the other 50% was just like, 
‘This all feels right, and it all 
makes sense.’”

Aaron joined the Granbury 
Volunteer Fire Department 
in June, with Kymper follow-
ing close behind in July.

“Subsequently, as I was go-
ing through the fire depart-
ment process, Kemper ended 
up having some curiosity 
and asking some questions,” 
Aaron said. “Next thing, you 
know, she got brought into 
the fray.”

Kymper said joining the 
GVFD with Aaron served as 
the glue to their relationship 
and allowed her to connect 

with other members of the 
community.

“Even though I had been 
here, I really didn’t know 
very many people, and I 
didn’t like that I felt very dis-
connected, so we were both 
hoping to find a community 
and make friends, and that 
definitely has served that 
purpose,” she said.

Kymper’s comment also 
led Aaron to reminisce about 
the time he posted on the 
Hood County Breaking News 
Facebook page asking for 
friends and letting the public 
know about their public wed-
ding — even though Aaron 
hadn’t even proposed at that 
time.

“I’m like, ‘Okay, that 
sounds really, really weird,’ 
but it worked,” Kymper said. 
“We’ve connected with a lot 
of people. It is a little odd, 
and unconventional, but it’s 
so us. We decided to have it 
at Warren’s because that’s 
where we had our first date, 
and it just seemed right. 
Like, it’s our vibe. It’s close, 
it’s casual and it’s open.”

On their six-month anni-
versary, Aaron had also ca-
sually broached the topic of 
the public wedding to Steve 
Berry, the owner of Warren’s 
Backyard, who was thrilled 
with the idea and offered 
to serve as the officiant for 
their wedding. 

“It went from ‘Let’s just get 
married at the bar with Steve 
in T-shirts and blue jeans,’ to 
a big party,” Aaron said. “It 
kind of started taking on a 
life of its own.”

Once it became clear that 
the public wedding was go-
ing to be something more 
than just an idea, Aaron real-
ized he needed to start plan-
ning his proposal.

ROMANTIC PROPOSAL
In early September, Aaron 

and Kymper were in Chicago 
for the wedding of Aaron’s 
younger brother. However, 
unfortunate circumstances 
led to the wedding being 
canceled.

With the pair all dressed 
up and nothing to do, they 
decided to go to a nice din-
ner at the Signature Room 
at the 95th — a restaurant 
that has since permanently 
closed.

“We sit down and we’re 
looking at the menu and the 
menu is custom. It says, ‘I’ll 
always love you, Kymper,’ 
or something like that,” 
Kymper said. “They asked if 
we want dessert and I’m like 
‘No, let’s just go out. We’re 
gonna hit the town,’ and all 
of a sudden the waiter comes 
over with this big silver plat-
ter and he unveils it and 
there’s this beautiful like 
chocolate torte, and on the 
plate, it says, ‘Will you marry 
me?’ and there’s a ring there. 
And I’m like, all tears, you 
know, then he proposes, and 
we took pictures next to the 
window with the skyline be-
hind us. It was perfect. It was 
everything.”

Aaron explained how the 
ring is a family heirloom, so 
he needed to get it resized 
for Kymper. The only issue 
was sneaking it from his 
sister’s house and travel-

ing with it undetected all the 
way to Chicago.

“My brother-in-law takes 
me, he parks down the road 
and makes me walk to the 
jeweler and leave my phone 
in the car because we have 
the little location sharing 
on our phones, so I’m like, 
‘Alright, well she’s gonna 
think I’m at Dunkin’ Donuts, 
not the jeweler, because he’s 
parked at Dunkin’ Donuts,’” 
Aaron said. “So I go to the 
jeweler, I dropped the ring 
off, then I told my sister, ‘I 
need help getting this ring 
(back) because I can’t go 
do it,’ so my sister and her 
friend made up an excuse to 
leave, and they go on a little 
secret mission, and they pick 
up the ring.”

Following the “secret mis-
sion,” Aaron’s sister then in-
formed him she had put the 
engagement ring in a used 
Wendy’s cheeseburger bag, 
crumpled it up and put it in 
the glove box in his car. 

Realizing the situation, 
plus thinking about how 
they would need to valet the 
car in Chicago, Aaron had 
to think of another way to 
get the ring without Kymper 
seeing. 

He parked at a gas station 
and told Kymper to check 
their lottery tickets. While 
she was gone, he quickly 
grabbed the sack, pulled the 
ring out, and put it in his 
pocket. 

“Then we get to the hotel, 
and I had moved the ring 
from my blue jean pocket 
to my tux pocket before 
we went downstairs, and 
then I had to get the ring to 
the waiter at the Signature 
Room,” he said.

“It was so cute,” Kymper 
added. “When he revealed 
that whole story, I was like, 
‘Wow. It’s so much better.’ I 
love the effort that went into 
keeping the secret.”

Kymper explained 
that back in June, they 
had booked a cruise for 
Thanksgiving with a group 
of friends and thought about 
using the cruise for their 
honeymoon — but that also 
meant they would have to 
get married in just a couple 
of months, leaving the public 
wedding as the perfect idea 
for the couple.

“We knew that it was go-
ing to be difficult for a lot of 
people because it’s short no-
tice so we thought, ‘OK, we 
will keep it cool, casual and 
public,” she said. “It doesn’t 
matter, because it’s still go-
ing to have that vibe of a par-
ty. We feel like people with 
the same kind of vibe want 
to share that with us, and 
that’s totally what we were 
going for. Even if we don’t 
know them. They’re gonna 
be there with good inten-
tions and the right reason.”

WEDDING DATE
Aaron and Kymper’s pub-

lic wedding  is set for Friday, 
Nov. 17, from 7-11 p.m., at 
Warren’s Backyard, 2901 
Weatherford Hwy., with the 
wedding ceremony starting 
at 8 p.m. 

The event will feature a 
cash bar, a photo booth and 
a live performance from the 

Fort Worth classic rock band, 
Ashmore — an experience 
that also does not require a 
cover charge.

“We’re not able to host 
everybody, so we wanted to 
do what we could to make it 
as easy as possible,” Kymper 
said.

To add to the fun vibe of 
the night, the couple will also 
host a raffle to determine 
who will serve as a witness to 
their holy matrimony.

“We’ll take a picture with 
them to add to the random-
ness,” Kymper said, with a 
chuckle. “These were our 
witnesses. We didn’t know 
them. But now we’re best 
friends.”

Although many guests 
have inquired about a wed-
ding registry, Aaron ex-
plained they will not be 
accepting gifts at their wed-
ding. Instead, guests are 
encouraged to donate to 
a nonprofit organization 
with the memo “for love and 
community.” 

“We’ve been married be-
fore, you know, we’re good,” 
Aaron said. “Find your favor-
ite nonprofit — that (gesture) 
fits with our energy and our 
vibe.”

There is no dress code or 
appropriate attire for the 
evening.

After 8 p.m., the venue will 
have an age requirement of 
21 and older. 

Warren’s can accommo-
date up to about a thousand 
people, and there is ample 
free parking on-site.

THE ONE
What first began as a right 

swipe on a dating app has 
now led to a passionate love 

story between two individu-
als who were both looking 
for a second chance at love.

“For me, I’ve always been 
a bit restless and I’ve had a 
unique life with a lot of mili-
tary stuff and foreign travel 
and a lot of chaos,” Aaron 
said. “If you’re with some-
body and they’re like, ‘Oh, 
they think I’m attractive,’ or 
‘They think I’m funny,’ that’s 
a bit commonplace. But what 
I never felt was ‘I’m with 
somebody who cares about 
my soul,’ and I (felt that 
early with Kymper). That was 
probably within two weeks, 
where I was like, ‘She’s soul 
medicine for me.’ We spent 
hours and hours and hours 
talking. I’ve never talked to 
somebody so much in my 
life, and I’ve never had some-
body be so interested in me 
and my stories.”

Kymper said Aaron has 
a “lot of life,” which she 
finds “intriguing.” She also 
remembers their first date 
when she was “taken aback” 
by finally getting to meet 
him in person.

“He had sent me a selfie 
that morning, so I knew what 
he looked like, but when you 
see someone in person, (it’s 
different), and I was just like, 
‘Holy crap,’” she said. “We 
sat for six hours, because it 
was that easy. I didn’t want 
to leave. I was just like, ‘I like 
his energy, and this just feels 
so comfortable.’ I always 
knew that I would know that 
I met the person that was 
supposed to be for me be-
cause I would feel like they 
were me. I can’t explain it — 
not physically looking like 
me, but they feel like me.” 

Kymper said they would 

be laughing hysterically in 
the middle of the night, and 
it was then she realized this 
was her person. 

“I told him, ‘I’m supposed 
to be in your life. I don’t 
know in what capacity. I 
just know I am, so I’m here. 
I’m gonna ride this out, and 
we’re gonna figure out what 
we need to figure out,’” she 
said. “I think it was pretty in-
stant, but by a month-and-a-
half in, I was like, ‘I’m locked 
in. I really, really like this 
man,’ and here we are.”

After almost a year of 
knowing each other, Aaron 
and Kymper plan to tie the 
knot with family, friends, 
and strangers in attendance.

“Here’s the thing: we don’t 
know who or how many 
people are going to show 
because it’s public,” Kymper 
said. “They could come be-
cause it’s Friday night and 
they go to Warren’s, they 
could come because they’re 
coming to follow Ashmore, 
and they could come be-
cause they saw one of the 
million posts (about the 
wedding), so we’re hoping 
it’s just going to be this huge 
mix of everybody. Whether 
you’re there for us or not, it 
doesn’t matter. We’re just 
happy that we’re gonna have 
people there.”

Kymper added that she 
plans to keep the evening 
“chill and cool.”

“That’s the game plan,” 
she added. “But let’s see how 
well we can pull that off.” 

“I’m looking forward to it,” 
Aaron added. “It should be 
fun.” 
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‘Burning’ love spurs spontaneity 
GVFD couple to host public wedding Nov. 17

COURTESY PHOTO

Granbury volunteer fi refi ghters Aaron Kreag, left, and Kymper Nowicki, right, are hosting a public 
wedding on Friday, Nov. 17, from 7-11 p.m. at Warren’s Backyard, 2901 Weatherford Hwy., with the 
wedding ceremony starting at 8 p.m.

From meeting online — Bumble to be specific — to a 

shorter-than-normal courtship and engagement, it was clear from 

the beginning this relationship would be anything but traditional. 
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BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the Hood County News

If you’re like me and you’re 
still on cloud nine a week after 
the Texas Rangers won their first 
World Series Championship, you’ve 
probably spent some time either 
watching or thinking about watch-
ing one of your favorite baseball 
movies! 

After all, baseball isn’t just a 
game; it’s the narrative of America, 
woven into a tapestry of green 
fields and the crack of the bat. It’s 
no wonder that the sport has in-
spired some of the most heartfelt 
and memorable films in American 
cinema. Here are my top ten base-
ball movies that have captured the 
spirit of the game and the hearts 
of fans.

FIELD OF DREAMS (1989)
Synopsis: An Iowa corn farmer, 

Ray Kinsella, hears a mysterious 
voice one evening in his cornfield 
saying, “If you build it, he will 
come,” prompting him to construct 
a baseball diamond in his fields. 
What unfolds is a magical journey 

through the love of the game and 
the reconciliation of a father and 
son.

Why It’s Great: This film tran-
scends baseball, delving into 
themes of redemption, faith, and 
the power of dreams. It reminds us 
that sometimes, the most illogical 
decisions can lead to the most pro-
found outcomes.

BULL DURHAM (1988)
Synopsis: In the minor league 

town of Durham, North Carolina, a 
veteran catcher is tasked with men-
toring a dim-witted pitching prod-
igy to prepare him for the majors. 
But love complicates the equation 
when both men become involved 
with an ardent baseball fan.

Why It’s Great: “Bull Durham” 
delivers a pitch-perfect blend of ro-
mance, comedy, and sports drama, 
offering a gritty, realistic look at 
the life of minor league players.

THE NATURAL (1984)
Synopsis: Roy Hobbs, an un-

known middle-aged batter with a 
mysterious past, appears out of no-

where to take a losing 1930s base-
ball team to the top of the league 
with his divine talent.

Why It’s Great: With its fairy tale-
like storytelling and a majestic 
score, “The Natural” is a cinematic 
home run that celebrates the idea 
that it’s never too late to be a hero.

A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN (1992)
Synopsis: During World War II, 

a women’s professional baseball 
league springs up in the Midwest, 
funded by a wealthy entrepreneur. 
The film follows the trials and tri-
umphs of the Rockford Peaches.

Why It’s Great: This film is a hu-
morous yet bold statement on the 
capabilities and resilience of wom-
en, wrapped up in a heartwarming 
sports story.

FOR LOVE OF THE GAME (1999)
Synopsis: Aging Detroit Tigers 

pitcher Billy Chapel reflects on his 
life and career as he makes his way 
through a perfect game at Yankee 
Stadium.

Why It’s Great: Kevin Costner’s 
portrayal of Chapel is a poignant 

exploration of a man finding clarity 
and purpose in the twilight of his 
career, making it a touching ode to 
the game.

MAJOR LEAGUE (1989)
Synopsis: The new owner of the 

Cleveland Indians puts together a 
purposely horrible team so they’ll 
lose, and she can move the team. 
But when the plot is uncovered, 
they start winning just to spite her.

Why It’s Great: “Major League” 
is a comedy that captures the un-
derdog spirit, filled with memora-
ble characters and quotable lines, 
proving that sometimes laughter is 
the best way to capture the essence 
of sports.

42 (2013)
Synopsis: This biographical film 

tells the story of Jackie Robinson, 
the first African American to play 
in Major League Baseball, and his 
history-making signing with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers.

Why It’s Great: “42” is a power-
ful and inspiring tale of courage 

ous stakeholders. These toys 
come from local donations, 
purchases made by the 
foundation, and significant 
contributions from corpora-
tions. Once collected, they’re 
systematically sorted based 
on age and gender suitabil-
ity, ensuring each child re-
ceives a gift that resonates 
with them.

EMPOWERING LOCAL  
COORDINATORS

Behind this enormous un-
dertaking are nearly 40,000 
dedicated Marines, Marine 
Corps League members, 
veteran Marines, and volun-
teers who manage annual 
campaigns. The program’s 
backbone consists of almost 
800 local Toys for Tots coor-
dinators, who are provided 
with promotional materials, 
financial management tools, 
and comprehensive guide-
lines to make their local pro-
grams a success.

LOCAL INVOLVEMENT:  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE  
RIGHT HERE

In our very own counties 
of Hood, Somervell, Parker 
and Erath, businesses, indi-
viduals and various clubs 
come together to plan and 
execute events support-
ing our local Toys for Tots. 
Starting in October, toy col-
lection boxes make their 
appearance in participating 
businesses, with donations 
collected in early December. 
And it’s not just about toys. 
Our local charities play an 
instrumental role in manag-
ing signups, qualifications 
and the distribution of these 
toys.

IMPRESSIVE LOCAL IMPACT
Local Toys for Tots coor-

dinator Julie Hale is proud 
of the impact the program 
has had in recent years. 
Reflecting on 2022, Hale says 
the Toys for Tots initiative in 
Hood-Somervell-Parker coun-
ties distributed 14,124 toys 
to 5,850 children. 

DISTRIBUTION MECHANISM
Several charitable agencies 

collaborate with Toys for 
Tots Hood-Somervell-Parker, 
facilitating the toy distri-
bution process. “Potential 
recipients can apply through 
any of our partner agen-
cies, such as Hood County 
Christmas for Children, 
Mission Granbury and 
Rancho Brazos Community 
Centers, among others,” says 
Hale. “Those unable to regis-
ter with an agency have the 
option to request support 
directly from Toys for Tots 
H-S-P.”

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Hale says the best way 

people can support the work 
of Toys for Tots is to drop 
off new, unwrapped toys in 
any of the area collection 
boxes set up at local partici-
pating businesses. “We are 
not able to accept clothing 
or furniture donations,” said 
Hale. “A new unwrapped toy 
or a direct financial contri-
bution are the best ways area 
residents can help.”

To make a tax-deductible 
financial contribution, you 
can go to the Toys for Tots 
website at https://granbury-
tx.toysfortots.org/ and 
quickly and easily donate 
online. Toys for Tots also 
has a fundraising raffle that 
is currently running and has 
a benefit car show coming 
up on Nov. 11. More infor-
mation about those events 
can be found on the Toys 
for Tots website or on the 
organization’s Facebook 
page (Toys for Tots Local 
Community Organization). 

The Marine Toys for Tots 
program is more than just a 
toy drive; it’s a movement of 
love, unity and community. 
As residents of Hood County 
and its neighboring regions, 
let’s continue to uphold this 
beautiful tradition, ensuring 
every child wakes up to the 
joy of Christmas.

TOTS
FROM PAGE C1
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A ‘haunting’ Veterans Day tribute
Ghost hunt to benefit veterans, Pecan Valley Centers

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Joshua Morrison, left, and Greg Stephens, right, will be investigating The Gordon House for any paranormal occurrences on Saturday, Nov. 11. Proceeds from the ghost hunt 
will benefit the Pecan Valley Centers for Behavioral & Developmental Healthcare.

Research and Investigation of 
the Paranormal (RIP) is holding 
an all-day event on Saturday, Nov. 
11, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Granbury Square Plaza, 205 E. Pearl 
St., followed by the ghost hunt event 
from 7-11:30 p.m.

The ghost-hunting group was orig-
inally founded by Greg Stephens, a 
former first sergeant E-8 and senior 
non-commissioned officer in the 
Army.

For the past 13 years — the 
“lucky” number as Stephens calls 
it — RIP has been hosting ghost-
hunting events, with 100% of pro-
ceeds benefiting Hood County 
veteran programs and nonprofit 
organizations.

“I do this annually to raise money 
for veteran services and for mental 
health and suicide awareness for 
our veterans, law enforcement offi-
cers and first responders,” Stephens 
told the HCN. “It’s not just the mili-
tary that sees (tragedy) every day. 
Our law enforcement and paramed-
ics see it too, on a daily basis — 
more than we do most of the time. 
That’s my way of giving back, using 
my platform that I have to spread 
awareness and do what I can.”

Last year, proceeds from RIP’s 
ghost hunt benefited REBOOT 
Recovery — a 12-week, spiritually-

led worldwide ministry group that 
helps veterans, law enforcement and 
first responders overcome trauma.

PECAN VALLEY CENTERS
This year, Stephens will finally get 

to collaborate with close friend and 
event recipient Joshua Morrison, 
who is the veterans program man-
ager for Pecan Valley Centers 
for Behavioral & Developmental 
Healthcare.

“I’m super pumped for it,” 
Morrison said. “As many years as 
I’ve known Greg, this is the first time 
we’ve ever been partnered up for 
anything, so I’m grateful that they 
chose us to be their charity for this 
year.”

Morrison explained that Pecan 
Valley Centers receives grants to 
help veterans with financial assis-
tance and provide mental health ser-
vices to veterans’ families.

“I have a contract with the state 
for claims and benefits assistance, 
but then there’s the other stuff,” he 
said. “We build anywhere between 
25 and 30 wheelchair ramps for vet-
erans every year because a veteran 
will go to the VA hospital, they’ll 
lose a leg, they’ll get sent home with 
a wheelchair, and the VA says, ‘Oh 
yeah, we’ll get you a ramp in the 

next year or two.’ Well, what do I do 
in the meantime? So that was a need 
we identified right away, but there’s 
no grants that exist for that, so we 
have to do fundraising.”

DAY EVENT
Vendors for the day event will 

include best-selling authors Teal 
Gray and Susan Hill, along with local 
author Brandy Herr, known for her 
“Haunted Granbury” novel.

Gray will also be performing tea 
leaf readings at noon, followed by a 
musical performance from Anthony 
Price and the Southern Front Band 
from 1-4 p.m.

“I’m not a big medium person, but 
Teal is pretty accurate,” Stephens 
said. “Anthony is amazing. He’s 16 
years old, and he can sing classic 
country like nobody’s business.”

T.E.X.A.S. Rescue (Texas Equine 
Xperience and Sanctuary) — a non-
profit organization that rescues, re-
habs, and rehomes donkeys, horses, 
and mules — will also serve as one 
of the vendors for the day event.

“I just signed a partnership with 
them, where we’re going to help 
them establish their equine thera-
py program for veterans and first 
responders, so my therapists will 
be providing the services to them 
free of charge, and they will provide 
the horses, donkeys, and facilities,” 
Morrison said. “It’s a great partner-
ship that we’re really looking for-
ward to.”

EVENING GHOST HUNT
The ghost hunt will officially kick 

off at 7 p.m., as RIP will be joined 

by Wraith Chasers Chris Smith and 
Mike Goncalves as they investigate 
The Gordon House, Merry Jayne’s, 
Bijou House of Beauty and Shad 
Ramsey’s studio apartment.

Ramsey was a well-known com-
munity photographer in Granbury 
and was a huge supporter of RIP. He 
passed away on Nov. 9, 2021. 

In honor of his memory, RIP held 
a ghost event last summer, with pro-
ceeds benefiting the RALLY Project, 
a nonprofit organization that sup-
ports many veteran causes locally 
including the Field of Flags.

“Shad loved everything we did and 
was a huge supporter and friend,” 
Stephens said in a previous article to 
the HCN. “When he passed so unex-
pectedly, we wanted to find a way to 
honor him.”

Stephens explained that each 
ghost hunt will last about 35-40 
minutes, with attendees leading the 
investigation. 

“When I do these types of (investi-
gations), the people that paid money 
for tickets, I’m not going to make 
them sit and watch me ask all the 
questions,” he explained. “It’s going 
to be their hunt. They’re going to be 
the investigators. We’re just going to 
be there to help them along.”

Stephens added that he always 
tries to debunk paranormal oc-
currences to see if there’s a logical 
explanation.

“We try to debunk everything we 
can, especially once we hear the sto-
ries,” he said. “We try to see, ‘Well, 
what could make that happen?’ 
where it’s a rattling window or a 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

A
local paranormal research team is combining Vet-
erans Day with a ghost hunt — creating a spooky 
and unique tribute to the men and women who 
fought for our country.

Cinema’s grand slams: My ultimate list of baseball movies
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The World’s Toughest Mudder took place in Granbury Sunday, Nov. 5. The event featured a huge pit area, food trucks, music, event announcers, fi re pits, and a full race center. The course is described as one of the 
toughest events on the planet. Every year, the bravest Mudders gather  from all over the world to face their fears and tackle 24 hours on a brutal course, innovatively designed to destroy their limits. 

World’s Toughest MudderWorld’s Toughest MudderWorld’s Toughest Mudder
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The North Central Texas 
Civil War Round Table 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 13, at Spring 
Creek Bar-B-Que, 317 U.S. 
Hwy. 377 E., in Granbury. 
The program will be pre-
sented by Dr. David K. 
Barnett, a Hood County 
resident who has authored 
several books, including a 
Granbury history trilogy. 
Dr. Barnett holds an under-
graduate degree in history 
from Indiana University, as 
well as advanced degrees 
in counseling and histori-
cal theology. He is currently 
working on a book entitled 
“Granbury, Texas, and the 
Civil War”, and will speak on 
that topic.

The October meeting was 
held on the ninth, and a 
very interesting program 
was presented by one of 
our members, David Wells. 
David, a retired Marine 
Corps officer, spoke on 
the history of Marines in 
America, with special em-

phasis on the Civil War era. 
Both the Union and the 
Confederacy had Marine or-
ganizations, although their 
combat operations were 
limited. 

November in the Civil War 
— As in the preceding two 
months, small confronta-
tions and skirmishes oc-
curred almost daily in all 
three theaters. There were, 
however, no major battles. 
No doubt the most impor-
tant event of the month 
— and one that could have 
had a major impact on his-
tory — began on Nov. 8 and 
is referred to as “The Trent 
Affair.” James M. Mason and 
John Slidell had been named 
by the Confederacy as com-
missioners to England and 
France and had reached 
Cuba by blockade runner. 
There they had boarded the 
British ship Trent, bound for 
England. On open sea, the 
Union ship San Jacinto, un-
der Captain Charles Wilkes, 
in an action that many 
called an act of war against 
Britain, stopped by force the 
Trent and removed Mason 

and Slidell, who were held 
as prisoners first at Fort 
Monroe, Virginia, and then 
Fort Warren, Massachusetts. 
While the Union at first 
cheered the action of 
Captain Wilkes, within a few 
days more serious minds 
began to reconsider, and 
saw the danger of serious 
trouble — even war — with 
Great Britain and France. By 
the end of the month, the 
“Trent Affair” was interna-
tional news.

Did you know? — While 
most Civil War buffs are 
familiar with the partici-
pation of the cadets of 
Virginia Military Institute 
at the Battle of New Market 
in May, 1864, only a few are 
aware that the VMI cadets 
were not the only students 
to engage as an organized 
unit in battle during the 
war. Approximately 20 ca-
dets, none older than 17, of 
the West Florida Seminary 
College in Tallahassee, 
Florida, took part in the 
March 6, 1865 Battle 
of Natural Bridge near 
Tallahassee. Like the Battle 

of New Market, the Battle 
of Natural Bridge was a 
Confederate victory. Unlike 
the Battle of New Market, 
where four of the VMI ca-
dets were killed, there were 
no casualties among the 
cadets of the West Florida 
Seminary College.

The North Central Texas 
Civil War Round Table meets 
on the second Monday of 
each month, except June, 
July and August, at 6:30 
p.m., at Spring Creek Bar-
B-Que, 317 U.S. Hwy. 377 E. 
in Granbury, and guests are 
always welcome. There is no 
charge for first time attend-
ees. For more information, 
please refer to our website:, 
http://www.ncentexcwrt.
com/ or call David Wells at 
817-579-5769, or Bill Dyess 
at 817-326-8216.

Civil War Round Tables 
exist in cities and communi-
ties worldwide. All are inde-
pendent, and share a com-
mon objective in promoting 
and expanding interest in 
the study of the American 
Civil War.

Tired of feeling tired?

Each product in the FUEL UP hydration system is low in sugar and carbs. They contain 
electrolytes, antioxidants, select B vitamins, and our proprietary nutrient blend which 
contains BiAloe® with Advanced Aloe Hydration to optimize your immune system.

Go to fuelup.gg/hcn, order today and get 
25% off your initial Preferred order. Enter 
code Columns25 at checkout and get a 
FREE FUEL UP shaker!

We are so confident that you will

Feel the Difference!
that we offer a 

money back guarantee.

December 1st | 7:30pm
FABBA Christmas
ABBA’s Hits and some Christmas

November 17th & 18th | 7:00pm
Oh What A Night
Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons

November 25th | 7:00pm
Jolie & Sonny Burgess
Kickin’ Christmas off Texas Style

GAME ON

SCREENSHOT COURTESY 11 BIT STUDIOS

A view of the city, with the Generator in the middle.

Frostpunk

Survive an ice age with 
steampunk technology

SteamOS page — 
“Frostpunk is the first society 
survival game. As the ruler 
of the last city on Earth, it is 
your duty to manage both its 
citizens and infrastructure. 
What decisions will you make 
to ensure your society’s sur-
vival? What will you do when 
pushed to the breaking point? 
Who will you become in the 
process?”

This game came out in 
2018. I purchased it during 
the cold snap/pandemic in 
2021. But the game made 
me viscerally angry. It was 
just too depressing. It was so 
promising, too! Great graph-
ics, beautiful wintry land-
scapes, and steampunk-styled 
technology. In retrospect, this 
was the wrong kind of game 
to be playing during a cold 
snap/pandemic. So the other 
day I decided to reinstall it 
and give it another try.

The premise of the game is 
that you’re in a world that is 
getting increasingly colder, 
and you have to keep your cit-
izens alive by any means pos-
sible. Everything you know 
and vaguely tolerate in a so-
ciety simulation is here. With 
simulation games, it’s always 
a careful balance between 
keeping your people fed 
and safe, and exploring new 
technologies that will make 
their lives better. In this case, 
you’re doing what they actu-
ally need to survive, which 
doesn’t always allow for their 
comfort and happiness.

There are two scenarios 
with the base game — A New 
Home, which is the origin sto-
ry, and Endless, which is just 
keeping your citizens alive 
while the temperature drops.

The structure of this game 
resembles Civilization. 
Instead of enemies to fight, 
there’re the ever-present 
cold and limited resources. 
Every few days the tempera-
ture drops from -22 degrees 
Fahrenheit to -44 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Resource gather-
ing is limited to four things: 
coal, wood, steel and raw 
food. It looks like there are 
some elements you’ll mine 
later, but that’s not available 
at the beginning of the game. 
You can build around the in-
ner ring within the radius of 

the Generator, and eventu-
ally get the technology to heat 
individual buildings. You’ll 
be researching many of your 
builds, so, like Civilization, 
it’s a careful choice of which 
technologies to research first. 
There’s also exploration, 
which will bring more citi-
zens, technology and supplies 
to your city.

Your goal is to make sure 
your citizens survive the 
coming cold. It’s not easy to 
do that without resorting to 
inhumane tactics. The game is 
chock full of moral dilemmas. 
Do you have your citizens 
work double shifts? Do you 
force the children to work? 
Do you add sawdust to the 
food? I’ve been trying to play 
this game in easy mode with-
out giving the citizens double 
shifts and without child labor, 
and I keep running out of 
food/coal/wood at day 16. 
This is what made me mad at 
the game in the first place. 

The game charts your prog-
ress and vulnerabilities based 
upon the mix of Despair and 
Hope at the bottom of the 
screen. As long as your Hope 
levels are above your Despair 
levels, the citizens will do 
what you want. If you have 0% 
Hope, you lose the game.

One absolutely useless but 
beautiful feature of the game 
is that you can customize 
your view, so there are more 
ice crystals and soot on the 
lens you’re seeing the game 
through. All the menus and 
splash screens are well-done 
visualizations, and the graph-
ics are superb. This game 
looks wonderfully grunged 
and lived-in.

Do I recommend this game? 
If you like harsh environ-
mental sims where you have 
to keep your citizens alive 
against overwhelming odds, 
this is the game for you. I 
found it very difficult to play, 
partly because I have empathy 
for fictional video-game char-
acters. And I really hate being 
cold. I started over several 
times, trying to find the right 
balance between keeping the 
citizens happy and research-
ing new technology. 

Available on SteamOS 
(2019) for Macintosh and PC 
from 11 bit studios. 

My opinions on computer gaming and 
some of my favorite games. I’ve been 
playing games on the home computer since 
the days of the Trash 80. I love indie, open-
world, unique, puzzle, and resource games. 
The cake is a lie.

BY JENNIFER HARRISON

BOOK REVIEW

COURTESY PHOTOS

Pictured from left are James M. Mason, John Slidell, and Union Navy Captain Charles Wilkes, the three 
principal actors in the “Trent Aff air.”

CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE

The sound must’ve been tremendous
BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

If you’d been there — if 
you’d witnessed it — you 
might have thought you’d 
been deafened. Just think: 
millions of almost-vehicle-
size animals racing across 
the plains as far as you 
could see. It’s almost un-
imaginable today, but it 
happened. Read about it in 
“Blood Memory” by Dayton 
Duncan and Ken Burns.

Twenty thousand years 
ago, North America was full 
of large beasts, the likes 
of which we’ve never seen 
alive: saber-tooth cats, gi-
ant sloths and dire wolves 
populated the continent. 
Then, humans arrived and 
just after the last Ice Age, 
those animals and some 47 
other species went extinct. 
That was good for bison-
bison, a mammal that was 
smaller than the others and 
that took advantage of the 
sudden space, abundant 
food and lack of competi-
tion to survive the die-off 
and thrive. 

“Fully grown,” the authors 
say, “an American buffalo 
can weight more than a 
ton...” At over six feet at the 
shoulders, a buffalo is taller 

than most humans and it 
can measure more than 10 
feet long. It’s fast, powerful, 
protective and exquisitely 
built to live on the grass-
lands in almost any temper-
ature. An animal that size 
changed the prairie and the 
very nature of nature.

While Lewis and Clark 
searched three months for 
a buffalo and claimed they 
didn’t see one, the plains 
then were full of bison. 
Millions of them, the au-
thors say, and the animals 
were essential to the Native 
people for whom the buffalo 
was considered family, spiri-
tual beings, and a source of 
food, clothing, shelter and 
tools. 

Then Europeans arrived in 
North America. 

Their presence brought 
diseases to which the Native 
Americans had no immu-
nity, and Native populations 
dropped by more than 80%. 
The buffalo population com-
pletely disappeared east of 
the Mississippi River by the 
early 1800s and the “mil-
lions” that survived west of 
the river were hunted for 
railroad workers’ and im-
migrants’ sustenance; for 
their hides; and for sport, 
their carcasses left to rot in 

the grass. 
By 1884, the American 

buffalo was all but gone... 
You, of course, know that 

total extinction didn’t hap-
pen; you can see American 
buffalo in many places 
around the country. But 
“Blood Memory” is not just 
about the buffalo.

Science peeks into the nar-
rative you’ll find, and there’s 
politics and early American 
culture here, too, but most-
ly, understandably, cen-
turies of Native American 
history run side-by-side with 
that of the bison through-
out this book. Indeed, as 
authors Dayton Duncan and 
Ken Burns suggest, you can-
not separate one from the 
other. Even the book’s title 
reflects it. 

The timeline here is crisp, 
leaving no questions about 
what happened, when, and 
readers will find no glossing 
over of facts. You can take 
that as a warning: there’s 
brutality and bloodshed in 
this book and much of it 
lands on specific culprits. 
The abundant illustrations 
are proof. 

This elegantly-presented 
book speaks to the heart of 
every Western historian or 
cowboy fiction reader, and 

it’s great for students, too. 
Crack it open, and you’ll 
know that “Blood Memory” 
is a tremendous read.

Want more? Then look 
for “Rewilding: The Radical 
new Science of Ecological 
Recovery” by Paul Jepson 
and Cain Blythe (The MIT 
Press). There, you’ll learn 
about how the buffalo re-
covered and more conserva-
tion efforts.

COURTESY PHOTO

“Blood Memory: The Tragic and 
Improbable Resurrection of the 
American Buff alo” by Dayton 
Duncan and Ken Burns C.2023, 
KNOPF, $40.00, 331 PAGES

Civil War Round Table to meet Nov. 13

William Dyess, a retired 
attorney, has lived in Granbury 
since 2007, and has had an 
interest in the American Civil 
War since childhood. He is 
a member of the steering 
committee of the North Central 
Texas Civil War Round Table.

BY WILLIAM DYESS
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MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
exercise classes: 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance); 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 30 a.m. 
exercise (strength and bal-
ance); 5 p.m. yoga. 1321 Wa-
ters Edge Drive, Suite 1001. 
Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club 
will hold an ACBL-sanctioned 
duplicate bridge game at 
noon each week at the Ac-
ton Methodist Church, 3433 
Fall Creek Hwy., Granbury, 
TX 76049. Entry $8/person. 
All are welcome, come with 
a partner and compete for 
ACBL masterpoints! Info and 
reservations: 225-933-4074.

SONS OF the American 
Legion Post 491 of Gran-
bury Burger Night. 5-7 p.m. 
American Legion Post, 3409 
Davis Road. Funds raised 
are used to support veteran 
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members 
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Chorus 
rehearsals, 7 p.m. at Acton 
United Methodist Church, 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy. Details: 
granburycivicchorus2001@
gmail.com. December pro-
gram will feature songs of 
Christmas from around the 
world. www.granburycivic-
chorus.org

TUESDAYS

LINE DANCING 2 p.m. 
Healthy Connections, 1321 
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session 
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s 
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton 
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing! De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

BEGINNERS’ CHAIR yoga 
45-minute class. Tuesdays at 
1:30 p.m. Donations for local 
charities are accepted. Class 
will take place at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church located at 
2301 Fall Creek Hwy., 76049. 
For more information call 
817-326-2201.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly 
Social Hour Net. All licensed 
amateur radio operators wel-
come. 7 p.m., on the 147.240 
MHz Repeater, +600 offset, 
PL 162.2. 

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot card game 
day. 10 a.m.; Dominoes (Mex-
ican Train) 11 a.m. Healthy 
Connections, 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HABITAT FOR Humanity of 
Hood County Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. We are building in 
the 4000 block of Sundown 
Trail. No experience or tools 
needed. Just come build 
with us.

THURSDAYS 

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
exercise classes. 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance); 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance); 
11:15 a.m. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 5-9 p.m. at 
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S. 
Chess Affiliate, all ages and 
skill levels, children 10 and 
under must be accompanied 
by adult. Y membership not 
required. Details: HoodCoun-
tyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m. 
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
St. Prizes and fun. Use your 
phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has mini tournaments 
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
at 600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers. 
Show up at least 15 minutes 
early to pay the $12 entry fee 
and warm up.

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hummers 
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meet 
every Saturday at Hilton Gar-
den Inn, 635 E. Pearl St., for 5K 
or 10K walk for fun, fellow-
ship and fitness. Details: 972-
567-3278.

HABITAT FOR Humanity of 
Hood County Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. We are building in 
the 4000 block of Sundown 
Trail. No experience or tools 
needed. Just come build 
with us.

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has mini tournaments 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600 
W. Moore St. Welcoming all 
levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the 
first Monday each month at 
7 p.m. at the Hood County 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, 401 Deputy Larry Miller 
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1-3 
p.m. at Acton Baptist Church 
fellowship hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Hwy. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FIRST TUESDAYS 

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m. Granbury 
Doll House Museum, 421 E 
Bridge St. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome!

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 
Guild meets to knit, learn 
and share knitting tips each 
month at First Presbyterian 
Church annex, 303 W. Bridge 
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and 
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the fourth 
Tuesday each month (except 
November and December) 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E. 
Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace 
at 817-279-2995 for addition-
al details.

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette 
Club meets on the first 
Thursday each month for 
fellowship, planning events 
and other business. Dinner, 
if desired, at 6 p.m., meeting 
from 7-8 p.m. at Spring Creek 
Barbeque, 317 E. U.S. High-
way 377. Details: bskaggs8@
aol.com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT meets 
on the second Thursday of 
every month at 6 p.m. at the 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter located at 401 Deputy 
Larry Miller Dr. HoodCo-
Cert@gmail.com

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Sommerville 
A&M Club meets the 3rd 
Thursday (except June, 
July and August) at Spring 
Creek BBQ located at 317 W. 
U.S. Hwy 377, Granbury at 6 
p.m., dining/social, 6:30 p.m. 
meeting. Other activities, 
fundraisers and meeting 
changes can be found at hs-
caggies.org

SECOND SATURDAYS

SECOND SATURDAY 
Showoff at Fuzzy’s Taco 
Shop, 115 W. Pearl St. Car 
show, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS 
Guild meets on the third 
Monday each month at 
United Coop Electric, 320 Fall 
Creek Hwy., 6 p.m. Details: 
817-296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1-3 
p.m. Acton Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

WAMS (WESTERN Area 
Modeling Society) radio con-
trol club meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
Spring Creek BBQ, 317 W. U.S. 
Hwy. 377. R/C aircraft, cars, 
boats, gliders, helicopters, 
etc. Details: 817-475-2194

PETS OF THE WEEKPETS OF THE WEEK
Lobo is a neutered male Chihuahua mix. He is approximately 11 
years old and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Lobo is friendly, social 
and good with other dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. His 
adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies vaccination, HomeAgain 
microchip, the first round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
Rico is a neutered male terrier mix. He is approximately 9 years old 
and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Rico is friendly and good with other 

dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. 
His adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies 
vaccination, HomeAgain microchip, the first 
round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
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Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway • (817) 573-4277

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm; 
First Saturday of each month (adoptions only) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Adoptable cats can be found at PetSense in Granbury!

  Check us out on Facebook at Hood County Animal Control, TX

Buddy is a male Doberman mix. He is approximately 5-6 years old and 
weighs about 55 pounds. Buddy is playful and very social. Special adoption 

fee of $25! The adoption fee includes sterilization, rabies vaccination, the 
first round of vaccines, pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain microchip.

Sammy is a neutered male domestic shorthair cat. He is approximately 
8 years old. Sammy is friendly and thrives on attention. His adoption fee is 

$25. The adoption fee includes his rabies vaccination, the first round of vac-
cines, pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain 

microchip.

GO PLAY

(682) 260-5920  |  cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

Friday, 10 November 2023 - Thursday, 16 November 2023

After Death (PG13)
Fri, Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:30PM.
Sat, Sun: 10:05AM.
Thurs: 2:00PM

Five Nights at Freddy’s (PG13)
Fri: 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM, 10:00PM.
Sat: 11:20AM, 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM, 10:00PM.
Sun: 11:20AM, 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM.
Thurs: 4:50PM, 7:30PM

Journey to Bethlehem (PG)
Fri: 2:00PM, 4:25PM, 6:50PM, 9:15PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 12:25PM, 2:50PM, 5:15PM, 7:40PM, 10:05PM.
Sun: 10:00AM, 12:25PM, 2:50PM, 5:15PM, 7:40PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:25PM, 6:50PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:30PM, 7:00PM

Killers Of The Flower Moon (R)
Fri: 3:00PM, 7:45PM.
Sat: 11:00AM, 3:35PM, 8:00PM.
Sun: 10:00AM, 2:15PM, 6:30PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 6:15PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM

Priscilla (R)
Fri: 2:25PM, 5:05PM, 7:45PM, 10:25PM.
Sat: 11:20AM, 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM, 10:00PM.
Sun: 10:45AM, 1:25PM, 4:05PM, 6:45PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:30PM, 5:10PM, 7:50PM.
Thurs: 6:30PM

The Hunger Games: The Ballad  
of Songbirds & Snakes (PG13)
Thurs: 3:00PM, 6:45PM

The Marvels (PG13)
Fri: 4:30PM, 5:20PM, 7:00PM, 7:55PM, 9:30PM, 10:30PM.
Sat: 11:30AM, 1:00PM, 3:35PM, 4:30PM, 6:10PM, 7:00PM, 
8:45PM,
9:30PM.
Sun: 11:30AM, 1:00PM, 3:35PM, 4:30PM, 6:10PM, 7:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 4:35PM, 5:20PM, 7:10PM, 7:55PM.
Thurs: 4:35PM, 7:10PM

The Marvels in 3D (PG13)
Daily: 2:00PM

Trolls Band Together (PG)
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:20PM, 6:40PM

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with 
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion - including street address.

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming 
Brush Chipping Service • Gutter Cleaning 

Shrub Trimming

Emergency Service • Storm Damage

Darrell Mercer
Residential & Commercial

mercertreeservice.net

817-247-5651

Insured                                         
Free Estimates

HOME IN ON MORE BUYERS

PLACE YOUR AD TO RUN IN PRINT AND ONLINE AT CLASSIFIEDS.HCNEWS.COM

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 

855-493-3803

NO HIDDEN FEES.  
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING. 
Plans start at just $20/month.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

THE IDLE AMERICAN

‘Waisting’ away: The battle of the bulge

A woman described her 
middle-aged hubby thusly: 
“He’s 44 inches around the 
waist, size seven-and-a-half 
around the head, 95 around 
the golf course and a nui-
sance around the house.”

Clever, of course, this play 
on phrases, but under the 
thin veneer of humor is a 
rock-hard truth about waist-
lines. Many men, as well as 
women, face ongoing warfare 
in the battle of bulges, and 
they’re losing.

Merchandisers of pills, 
pushers of exercise equip-

ment and calorie-counting 
doo-dads are showing up at 
every turn. Yes, tons of adults 
are going to great heights 
to avoid great widths. They 
are tearful when stepping on 
“guess your weight scales,” 
only to hear a recorded voice 
sternly command: “One of 
you will have to get off.”

If a true confession truly is 
good for the soul, then mine 
is ship shape.

It’s an absolute fact that 
I spent a full decade, from 
ages 15-25, trying to expand 
my waistline from 30 to 32 

inches. I ate whatever I liked; 
taking seconds from the des-
sert tray was likely. (Okay, I’d 
sometimes grab a third des-
sert, but out of politeness, 
usually left a bite or two on 
the saucer.)

My, how things have 
changed. I’ve been challenged 
for three decades to rein in 
my belt length to 42 inches, 
sometimes feeling tummy-
numbing pressure even after 
belt-loosening to the very last 
notch.

Fitness thoughts invaded 
my World Series preoccupa-
tion in the first inning of the 
first game. Traipsing across 
the TV screen was a guy 
dressed as Santa Claus. He 
was nimble and quick, this 
old St. Nick, sprightly dancing 
for Capital One credit cards.

The bearded geezer was 
well into rug-cutting, swing-
ing and swaying to the beat of 
“Staying Alive.”

I leaned forward in my 
chair, realizing that under 
that beard, cap and Christmas 
gear was John Travolta, the 
guy who made the song fa-
mous a full four decades ago! 
I know what you’re thinking. 
He may have a gut usually as-
sociated with a guy approach-
ing 70 years of age, but he 
was moving like someone half 
as old. (Side note: With credit 
card interest at an all-time 
high, I’ll not get excited about 
Capital One or any other 
credit card, I’m absolutely 
committed to paying monthly 
balances in full to avoid pay-
ing any interest.)

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public 
speaker and former university president 
who writes weekly.

BY DON NEWBURY

PLEASE SEE IDLE | C10



C8 Hood County News SATURDAY, Nov. 11, 2023

www.hcnews.com

For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 
Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not learn on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & SalesPropane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-78031-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

“Taking Care of our Member-Owners!”

817.444.3201 • tcectexas.com

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 
John and PJ Gibbs

Locally owned and operated since 1986

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-48002200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

Auto Repair & Lube Center

• Alignments
• Oil Change
• State Inspection• State Inspection
• Routine Maintenance• Routine Maintenance• Routine Maintenance• Routine Maintenance

Auto Repair & Lube Center
• Routine Maintenance

Auto Repair & Lube CenterAuto Repair & Lube Center
• Routine Maintenance

Auto Repair & Lube Center

• Auto Repairs
• A/C Repair

621 West Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 79048

817-573-0202
Family Owned

& Operated

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM

TA
C

LA
 2

40
48

E Serving
Hood County

Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES
• Refrigerators• Refrigerators
• Washer/Dryer• Washer/Dryer
• Dishwasher• Dishwasher
• Cooktops• Cooktops
• Ranges• Ranges
• Wall Ovens• Wall Ovens

FLOORINGFLOORING
• Tile

• Wood Look Tile• Wood Look Tile
• Wood

• Vinyl Plank• Vinyl Plank
• Carpet

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

Certified finanCial Planner™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.comwww.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches 
and a verse for inspiration.

ANGLICAN
Good Shepherd Anglican
3600 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2035
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Crossing Place
1900 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-1581
Elm Grove Assembly Of God
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar
254-835-4755
Faith Assembly Of God
300 Granbury Court
817-326-2270
BAPTIST
Acton Baptist
3500 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4693
Allison Baptist
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan
254-646-9926
Bible Baptist
4804 E. Hwy. 377
817-579-5424
Brazos River Baptist
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy.
817-663-5384
Dennis First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-565-9027
Exalted Redeemer Baptist
1840 Acton Hwy.
817-247-7209
Fairview Baptist
5041 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-8968
Faith Baptist Of Hill City
Hwy. 56
254-965-3840
First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-613-2322
First Baptist
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan
254-646-2484
First Baptist Thorp Springs
2815 Lipan Hwy.
817-573-3339
Glen Rose First Baptist
201 West Gibbs Blvd.,
Glen Rose
254-897-2351
Granbury Baptist
1200 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-4943
Granbury First Baptist
1851 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-7137
Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
254-396-5773
Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa
3300 Oak Trail Dr.
Lakeside Baptist
500 W. Bluebonnet
817-573-2094
Mambrino Baptist
1625 Mambrino Hwy.
817-573-4901
Mission Bautista El Buen
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
817-573-4133
Oak Trail Baptist
4501 Peppertree Rd.
817-279-6430
Paluxy Baptist
1844 Acton Hwy.
817-579-5111
Patillo Baptist
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan
940-769-2968
Pecan Baptist
7178 Fall Creek Hwy.
682-205-1565
Rainbow Baptist
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow
254-897-2121
Southside Baptist
910 Paluxy Rd.
817-573-1462
Sovereign Grace Baptist
820 Paluxy Rd.
682-936-4988
Tolar Baptist
400 Tolar Hwy.
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist
320 W. Pearl St.
817-573-5318
Waples Baptist
1200 Temple Hall Hwy.
817-579-0509
Western Hills Baptist
507 Western Hills Trail
817-573-7588
BIBLE
Grace Bible
201 E. Clifton Rd.
682-498-3014
CATHOLIC
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
2301 Acton Hwy.
817-326-2131
CHRISTIAN
Dayspring Christian
3314 S. Clifton
817-573-0107
First Christian
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-573-5431
Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo
4900 Sonterra Ct.
817-578-0626
Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Circle
817-910-8868
The Evangelical Christian
608 Shady Grove Dr.
817-736-3041
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Downtown Church Of Christ
310 W. Pearl St.
 817-573-9862
Granbury Church Of Christ
1905 W. Pearl
817-573-2613
Lipan Church Of Christ
112 N Caddo St., Lipan
254-646-2297
Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ
4219 Old Granbury Rd.
817-573-6878
Thorp Spring Church Of Christ
3006 Thorp St.
817-776-1547
Tolar Church Of Christ
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4397
CHURCH OF GOD
Church Of God
1106 Weatherford Hwy.
817-279-6753
EPISCOPAL
Good Shepherd Episcopal
4530 Acton Hwy.
817-326-6074
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Granbury Jehovah’s Witnesses
3734 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-4259
LUTHERAN
Emmanuel Lutheran Elca
2301 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2201
Our Savior Lutheran
1400 N. Meadows Dr.
817-573-5011
METHODIST
Acton Methodist
3433 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4242
Cresson United Methodist 
110 South Crook St., Cresson
469-730-6496
Granbury First United 
Methodist
301 Loop 567,
817-573-5573
Solid Rock Global 
Methodist Church
201 E. Pearl St. Suite C207
682-498-3838
Temple Hall United Methodist
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385
Tolar United Methodist
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4005
Waples United Methodist
4323 Waples Rd.
817-573-9076

MORMON
The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints
1226 Ross Lane
817-573-6825
NAZARENE
Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene
921 Lipan Dr.
817-573-4041
PENTECOSTAL
Hood Pentecostal
3100 Beechwood St.,
817-279-0363
Calvary Church of Granbury
4800 Glen Rose Hwy
817-559-7372
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian
303 W. Bridge St.
817-573-2337
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist
2016 Acton Hwy.
817-326-3573
OTHER
Anchor Fellowship
3200 Acton School Rd.
682-990-8551
Bear Creek Community
18553 South Hwy. 377,
817-396-3245
Brazos Covenant Ministries
1950 Acton Hwy.
817-579-0968
Calvary Family
3306 Oak Trail Dr.
314-606-1211
Center Point
4332 E. Hwy. 377,
817-554-3432
Christian Science Society
528 N. Crockett
817-573-0457
Church On Thistle Ridge
4900 Sonterra Ct.
917-326-5501
Crossroads
200 S. Crook St., Cresson
817-886-9577
Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County
2401 Cedar Crest Dr.,
817-579-9332
Generations Church Of 
Granbury
5718 E. Hwy. 377,
817-326-5378
Hope Community
3206 W. Hwy. 377
254-243-0350
Lipan Cowboy
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan
254-396-3162
New Season Global Ministries
3755 Acton Hwy.
817-910-8777
Pure Praise
2901 Glen Rose Hwy.
817-279-3063
Rock Church Chapel
6101 Rock Church Hwy
Tolar, Texas 76476
St. John Victorian Mission Of 
Granbury
5031 Bandy Rd.
817-573-2669
Stonewater
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-579-9175
The Bridge
1107 Weatherford Hwy
254-522-5330
The Heights
1921 Acton Hwy
817-558-2121
The Sanctuary
4400 Daugherty Ct.
817-326-2709
Triple Cross Cowboy
3470 Lipan Hwy
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

This Devotional & Directory 
is made possible by these businesses 
who encourage all of us to attend 

worship services.

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Caring, It's what
we do best! ❤❤

174 Bed Facility
Private Rehab suites
22 Bed Secure hall
Skilled Nursing
Rehabilitation Services
Long Term Care

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

To schedule a tour, call
(817) 573-3726

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

Granbury Family MedClinicGranbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, 
I am the one who helps you.’”

Isaiah 41:13

CALL TODAY TO 
ADVERTISE ON THE 
HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

CHURCH PAGE

817-573-7066817-573-7066

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE
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GOOD FOR HOOD

Business Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES 
3 Months: $40/week   |   6 Months: $35/week    

12 Months: $30/week

Hood County News

3 bedrooms with ensuites
We sleep 12 people, no minimum

Self catered kitchen - Two night minimum

6495 Smoky Hill Ct.6495 Smoky Hill Ct.
Acton (Granbury), TX 76049

Retreat Center for Retreat Center for 
creative people to creative people to 
come together &come together &

➻➻ Sew
➻➻ Scrapbook
➻➻ Make Jewelry
➻ Create a craft

817-326-3287 |  www.PattisLastResort.com  817-964-3333
Menu

Join Mama’s mobile 
COUPON CLUB

Text mamas to 21333 for 
specials and information

Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds

CARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATECARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATE
Located in the Home Source Showroom CenterLocated in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury
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Building Creative pools in Granbury since 1996

682-936-4081

Dr. Bhaloo

Brittany Bowers
817-573-7066 ext. 232 / brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

Heidi Gebhardt
817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidii@hcnews.com

Madison Lazaro
817-573-7066 ext. 236 / madison@hcnews.com

Countertops

shutters

Floors

Call or stop by For a Free estimate

817•326•5172 | 4815 Fall Creek Hwy

This 
Space 

Available
Call 817-573-7066

This 
Space 

Available
Call 817-573-7066

This 
Space 

Available
Call 817-573-7066

Register for ClassesRegister for Classes
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734682-600-5734

GALT ICE SOLUTIONS      
5 STAGE ULTRA FILTERED

8905 Glen Rose Hwy

CARTER LANDSCAPE
DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

• LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
•  IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE
• RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN

CARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM
682-936-4028

TO ALL BUSINESSES WITH 5-500 EMPLOYEES

You have less than 6 months to get your ERC $$$
I have helped North Texas businesses file for over 
$10 million dollars in refunds even if they got PPP.

$2.2 TRILLION dollars has been set aside and the 
rules have been updated so you may now qualify.

Call Mike Larose at 
817-429-6894 

LOCAL 
REFERENCES 

AVAILABLE

F A Walker Services
Hate cleaning? We love it!

254.396.1964
fabiolaisasmendi@hotmail.com

Free
Estimates!

F A Walker Services
Hate cleaning? We love it!

254.396.1964
fabiolaisasmendi@hotmail.com

Estimates!

SERVICES
•CLEANING

•LAUNDRY

•NEW CONSTRUCTION

•MOVE IN & 
  MOVE OUT

CALL
ROY J. COOPER 

(817) 578-4744

MEDICARE

Renewed, reimagined, and ready for you.

Experience the inviting warmth of our newly renovated community 
designed for your comfort, security, and the freedom to live life fully. 
Schedule a private tour of our vibrant senior living community now.Schedule a private tour of our vibrant senior living community now.

Call (817) 776-4417
AvivaGranbury.com

More joy. More often.

INDEPENDENT LIVING |  ASSISTED LIVING |  MEMORY CARE

breeze that comes through. I 
won’t put anything out there 
on social media that people 
will have the chance to try to 
call me crazy or stupid.”

PARANORMAL ENCOUNTERS
He recalls one unique ex-

perience he was unable to 
debunk at the Aston House.

Brandon, Stephen’s son, 
was holding a picture of the 
former owners of the Aston 
House. Using a structured 
light sensor (SLS) Stephens 

witnessed the husband come 
out of the picture and stand 
next to Brandon.

“Not too much surprises 
me after all I’ve seen, but 
that was a first,” he said. 

Another previous ex-
perience took place at 
The Gordon House, when 
Brandon was playing his gui-
tar but stopped — spurring 
a disembodied child voice to 
say “Please, don’t stop play-
ing, Brandon.” The voice was 
not heard during the investi-
gation but was later audible 
during a playback of an au-
dio/video recording.

“We will have merchandise 
booths set up, and we will 
actually have several of the 
— we call them K2s — EMF 
readers for sale,” said Perri 
Parker, RIP coordinator.

GOOD VIBES, GOOD TURNOUT
With attendees coming 

from Massachusetts and 
Indiana, Stephens is hoping 
for a good turnout and that 
the weather will cooperate.

“We’re gonna do it anyway 
regardless (of the weather),” 
he said. “I always wanted to 
do it on Veterans Day. It just 
would never coordinate out-

right, but this time it did and 
we’re gonna blow this one 
out of the water.”

Morrison added that he 
is thankful for Stephens 
for choosing Pecan Valley 
Centers as the event 
recipient.

“I exhaust my grants every 
year,” he said. “We average 
$200,000 a year in finan-
cial assistance, about 2,000 
hours in free mental health 
services for veterans, depen-
dents and surviving spouses, 
and then we assist about 
3,000 veterans with claims 
and benefits a year.”

Since Pecan Valley Centers 
covers six counties — Erath, 
Hood, Somervell, Parker, 
Johnson, and Palo Pinto — 
Morrison said every little bit 
counts.

“We’re the largest grant 
recipient in the state for a 
regional provider, so nobody 
in Texas gets or spends as 
much as we do on veter-
ans,” he said. “The unfortu-
nate thing with grants is a 
lot of those funds, generally 
speaking, 90% go to admin-
istrative, their salaries and 
overhead. We use less than 
30% for salaries, and we give 

70% to the veterans and their 
dependents. That’s not com-
mon. Usually, it’s the oppo-
site, so we’re just fortunate 
we’re structured in such a 
way that we don’t have to do 
that. We’re blessed in that 
way.”

Tickets for the day event 
are free, while tickets for the 
evening ghost hunt are $99 
each.

To purchase tickets or to 
donate, go to tinyurl.com/
RIPLLC online.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

and change, showcasing 
Robinson’s determination 
and bravery in the face of 
intense racism.

THE ROOKIE (2002)
Synopsis: A high school 

science teacher and coach 
of the school’s baseball 

team discovers he can still 
throw a fastball and pur-
sues his dream of playing in 
the majors.

Why It’s Great: This film is 
a testament to the enduring 
power of dreams and the 
belief that it’s never too late 
to pursue your passion.

MONEYBALL (2011)
Synopsis: Faced with a 

tight budget, Oakland A’s 
general manager Billy Beane 
must reinvent his team by 
outsmarting the richer ball 
clubs. Using statistical data, 
he changed the game of 
baseball forever.

Why It’s Great: 
“Moneyball” is a smart, en-
gaging film that challenges 
traditional notions of scout-
ing and strategy in baseball, 
anchored by a standout per-

formance by Brad Pitt.

EIGHT MEN OUT (1988)
Synopsis: The film is a 

dramatization of Major 
League Baseball’s Black 
Sox scandal, in which eight 
members of the Chicago 
White Sox conspired with 
gamblers to intentionally 
lose the 1919 World Series.

Why It’s Great: It’s a sober-

ing look at one of the dark-
est moments in baseball his-
tory, exploring the complex 
interplay of money, corrup-
tion, and betrayal.

Each of these films cap-
tures a different facet of 
baseball, from its impact on 
individual lives to its role in 
the larger American culture. 
They remind us that base-
ball is more than a sport—
it’s a narrative that contin-

ues to inspire and move us, 
inning by inning, play by 
play.

So, did I miss your favor-
ite baseball movie? Tell me 
yours at micky@hcnews.
com! I’m always looking to 
add to my list!

MOVIES
FROM PAGE C4

GHOST
FROM PAGE C4



C10 Hood County News SATURDAY, Nov. 11, 2023

www.hcnews.com

The

LAW FIRM, PLLC

827 W PEARL ST.
GRANBURY, TX 76048
817-579-LWYR (5997)

817-573-HYDE (4933) fax

W W W. H Y D E F I R M . C O M
se habla español

W W W. H Y D E F I R M . C O M
se habla español

A full service law firm delivering the highest A full service law firm delivering the highest 
level of client service through our dedication level of client service through our dedication 

to honesty, integrity, and results.to honesty, integrity, and results.

ELDER LAW • FAMILY LAW • ELDER LAW • FAMILY LAW • INTELLECTUAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTYPROPERTY

• PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE • • PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE • MUNICIPAL LAWMUNICIPAL LAW

• BANKRUPTCY• BANKRUPTCY  •   • IMMIGRATION LAWIMMIGRATION LAW

WILLS & PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNINGWILLS & PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNINGWILLS & PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

HYDEHYDE
Thank You 
to All Who 

Served.

R E A L  E S T A T ER E A L  E S T A T E

817-219-0456
WeSel lGranbury .com

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

Woman’s club enjoys busy month with fashion show and bake sale

For the Pecan Plantation 
Woman’s Club, the month of 
November is filled with activ-
ity. First comes the group’s 
monthly collective gather-
ing slated for Thursday, Nov. 
16 when social time begins 
at 9:30 a.m. followed by 
President Sandy Hoelting call-
ing the meeting to order at 
10. The program for the day 
is a fall fashion show. Under 
the direction of Kim McIntire 
and Debbie Rickman, this 
most popular event features 
PPWC members modeling 
top fashion trends from local 
merchants. In addition, enter-
tainment by Michael James 
and PPWC member Rebecca 
Faiola will be part of the day. 
The ladies will conclude the 
morning with lunch prepared 
by Chef Jordan Ray. 

Next, the ladies have been 
busily preparing for their an-
nual holiday casserole and 
bake sale slated for Saturday, 
Nov. 18 beginning at 10 a.m. 
at the PAC. Items will go 
quickly, so shoppers should 
arrive on time. A delicious 
variety of homemade casse-
roles and baked goods will be 
available for purchase, and 
all proceeds from the day will 
benefit the PPWC’s chosen 
charities.

Finally, the much-anticipat-
ed Pecan Plantation Woman’s 
Club’s annual Holiday 

Tour of Homes and Santa’s 
Workshop is on the calendar 
for Thursday, Dec. 14, but 
preparations for this event 
are already well underway. 
Tickets are currently on sale 
at www.myppwc.com, and la-
dies have three tour packages 
from which to choose.

PICKLEBALL PLAY
Fall was a very success-

ful season for pickleball in 
Pecan, and the fall league 
completed play on Oct. 26. 
The league boasted four 
divisions that played three 
nights each week, in addition 
to 26 mixed doubles contes-
tants, nine contestants in 
the men’s division, 18 in the 
women’s, and 13 recreational. 
Congratulations to everyone 
who participated in league 
play.

The pickleball association 
is offering two clinics for 
beginners this month at the 
PAC gym. The first comes on 
Monday, Nov. 13 and the sec-
ond on Monday, Nov. 27, both 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Comfortable clothing and 
court shoes are recommend-
ed, and reservations are nec-
essary. Call to secure a spot: 
817-573-5529. 

ART GUILD
The Pecan Plantation Art 

Guild will gather again on 

Tuesday, Nov. 14 at the PAC 
when the day will hold an 
art auction. Bidding by PPAG 
members will run from 10 
to 11 a.m. and then be open 
to all Pecan residents from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Furthermore, raffle priz-
es and art supplies will be 
plentiful.

In addition, Sue Bagwell 
took recent honors as Artist 
of the Month for the Guild, 
and her work is displayed at 
the clubhouse. Furthermore, 
art curator Betsy Ferguson 
has facilitated the showcase 
of Guild members’ artwork in 
the dining areas of the club-
house. This joint endeavor 
between management and the 
PPAG promises to enhance 
diners’ experiences in our 
community.

The PPAG welcomes resi-
dents ages 18 and over with 

a love of and appreciation 
for art.

GOLF DAYS
The Ladies Golf Association 

will take care of voting busi-
ness at its last official meet-
ing for 2023 on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14 following its regu-
lar play day. The Men’s Golf 
Association looks forward 
to a “Two Man Scramble” on 
Thursday, Nov. 16.

DINNER EVENT
A Southern Night Buffet 

and Bingo is on the food 
and beverage calendar for 
Tuesday, Nov. 14. Call the 
clubhouse front desk for res-
ervations: 817-573-2641.

NIGHT MUSIC
Solo artist Mark H. Morton 

will be featured from 6 to 8 

p.m. in the Brazos Room on 
Friday, Nov. 17. Attendees 
will enjoy “road-trippin’ mu-
sic” consisting of classic rock, 
blues and country.

GOOD READS
The Hood County 

Bookmobile will return to 
Pecan on Wednesday, Nov. 22 
from 3:30-5 p.m. and be ready 
to receive patrons in the PAC 
parking lot. Pecaners may 
both check out and return li-
brary materials.

TENNIS NEWS
Many thanks go to 

the folks who made the 
Pecan Plantation Tennis 
Association’s Oktoberfest 
an enjoyable evening of food 
(smoked brisket thanks to 
Gary Lundberg!), tennis and 
fellowship. Junior tennis 

continues to be in full swing 
on Wednesday afternoons, 
and in addition, the call is 
out for current (and former) 
players who would like to get 
back into the game. Groups 
of players at all levels (man-
aged by court captains) wel-
come athletes to their ranks. 
Contact Pro John Ingram for 
more information and to sign 
up: 817-579-9412.

IN SHAPE
“Hula-Hooping to the 

Oldies” began at the PAC last 
week and will continue on 
Thursdays from 1 to 2 p.m. 
The classes are led by instruc-
tor Sue Bagley and are free of 
charge. The hour provides a 
low-impact full body work-
out, all the while burning cal-
ories and having fun. Space is 
limited, so sign up at the PAC: 
817-573-7952.

GIVING BACK
Mission Granbury contin-

ues its “Pantries of Plenty” 
campaign collecting nonper-
ishable food items, and a bin 
for donations will be available 
at the PAC until Thursday, 
Nov. 16. Pecaners are wel-
come to stop by and drop off 
goodies for distribution in 
our community.

THANK YOU
Today is Veterans Day, and 

I wish a very happy obser-
vance to the men and women 
in our community who have 
served well to protect, pre-
serve and defend our country. 
THANK YOU!

dianedlong@yahoo.com | 
817-579-9360

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas 
transplant for 29 years, Diane Long is a 
wife, mother, and former English teacher 
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for 
16 years cumulatively. She spends her time 
both gathering neighborhood news and 
collecting new books to read. 

BY DIANE LONG

COURTESY OF PPWC PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

The Pecan Plantation Woman’s Club will gather collectively on Nov. 16 when the ladies will enjoy their 
annual fall fashion show featuring items from local merchants. The PPWC also has its holiday bake sale 
slated for Nov. 18. Pictured are (left to right) PPWC members Rhonda Herdman, Karen Stahlman, and 
Jeanie Inbody at a recent PPWC event. 

In 1974, the great Elvis 
Presley came to Fort Worth, 
appearing before a full house 
at the convention center.

Since my wife would have 
underwritten a fan club to 
cop a closer seat, I decided it 
was worth it to secure stage-

side seats. She swears she 
caught several drops of “Elvis 
sweat.”

That explains why she 
didn’t bathe for a week.

Anyway, his writhing, con-
torting, twisting and turning 
at age 39 seemed to be every 
bit as crisply executed as 
when he exploded on stages 
worldwide almost two de-
cades earlier.

Sure as shootin’, though, 
he was developing a definite 
waistline bulge that defines 
many men approaching age 
40. It took more than care-
ful wardrobing to hide it. I’m 
guessing Travolta has worked 
harder at remaining trim than 
Elvis did.

My old daddy never cared 
much for Presley. He said 
when his hound dogs com-

menced wiggling like Elvis 
did, he’d give’em worm 
medicine.

In baseball, one of the most 
heralded rookies in history 
is Texas Rangers’ phenom 
Evan Carter.  A major leaguer 
since August, the 21-year-old 
is setting records right and 
left, and his stats probably 
indicate a waistline under 30 
inches.

Proving that Christian faith 
and athletic success can go 
hand in hand, he boldly wears 
“Jesus Won” t-shirts during 
warmups, and several thou-
sand have been sold. Word 
has it proceeds are going to 
his favorite organization: 
The Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.

This young man seemingly 
has it all together, worthy of 

all the adulation piling up at 
his feet. Youth is not wasted 
on this young ‘un they call 
“the whippet,” an apt nick-
name for a trim athlete on the 
front end of greatness.

newbury@speakerdoc.com | 
817-447-3872
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Dan Phillips 
CFP®, CRPC®, AAMS®  

Certified Financial PlannerTM

Kimberly Thompson
Sr. Client Relations 

Specialist

Christina Allen
Sr. Client Relations 

Specialist

4800 Acton Hwy.  |  817-910-8055  |  dan.phillips@michelsfamilyfinancial.com

GAIN FINANCIAL SECURITY | EXPERIENCE FINANCIAL PEACE

A Better Path ForwardA Better Path Forward
Experience a fiduciary putting clients’ interests first for 35 years.

EXPERT WEALTH MANAGEMENT GUIDANCE

          Thank you to our veterans!          Thank you to our veterans!          Thank you to our veterans!          Thank you to our veterans!          Thank you to our veterans!          Thank you to our veterans!          Thank you to our veterans!          Thank you to our veterans!

224 South Morgan St. | Granbury, Tx 76049
jewelersworkshopgranbury.com

817-573-4322

Honoring our nation’s 
bravest for their service 

and sacrifice.

Colton Andersen
Unknown
United States Army
10 years

Duane J. Barnes
Unknown
United States Navy
Unknown

Sheila Bartley
Major
United States Army
1979-1996

Trivor Beardsley
Specialist
United States Army
2016-2020

Joe Berger
E7
United States Air Force
1954-1977

Wade Blake Sr.
Staff Sergeant
United States Air Force
1948-1952

Ron Bonneau
Petty Of� cer 3rd Class
United States Navy
1968-1974

Columbus “Lump” Boulanger
Private First Class
United States Marine Corps
1943-1945

Sidney Boulanger
Master Gunnery Sergeant
United States Marine Corps
1941-1968

John Bowen
Lt. Colonel
United States Air Force
29 years

Brandon Bryce
Staff Sergeant
United States Army
2003-2014

Rich Burns
Sergeant
United States Army
1954-1975

Jack Camp
Captain
United States Army
1967-1969

Paul Carrell
Unknown
United States Army
2 years

Scott Casey
Lt. Colonel
United States Marine Corps
1991-2012

Bryan Chambers
Sergeant First Class
United States Army
1985-1990

Lawrence E. Charlesworth
PVT-2
United States Army
1953-1955

Bill Clark
Boatswain’s Mate
United States Coast Guard
1966-1970

Brian Clark
Unknown
United States Marine Corps
6 years

Kenneth Cobler
Specialist
United States Army
1966-1969
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Thank you to the brave 
men and women of our 

military for your service 
past and present!

SALUTING
ALL WHO 

SERVED
With Respect & Deep Gratitude

PJ’s Lawn Care
& Landscaping

Computer Design • Seasonal Planting • Mowing 
Yard Maintenance • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal

FREE ESTIMATES

817-714-4270817-714-4270 • www.pjslawn.comwww.pjslawn.com

1462 Hwy 377 East | Granbury, TX
Monday-Saturday, 6 am-2 pm | Sunday, 8 am-2 pm

817-279-1160
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FOR THE MAN IN
YOUR LIFE

Chris Cohenour
E-4
United States Navy
1964-1968

Lowell Conder
Major
United States Air Force
1961-1981

James Mike Conine
E5
United States Army
1970-1972

Samuel J. Cox
Lt. Colonel
United States Air Force
1940-1970

John B. Cox
Major
United States Army

Nancy Cox
Tec 4
United States Army
1942-1943

Laurence DeYoung
Captain
United States Air Force
1964-1969

Jerald Dixon
Sergeant
United States Army
1937-1945

Stewart Drake
AE1
United States Navy
1955-1969

Aubrey Dutschmann
SN4
United States Navy
1972-1977

Dunavon Eads
Lt. Colonel
United States Army
1953-1976

Eric Edmunds
Tsgt
United States Air Force
1966-2008

William Edwards
Colonel
United States Air Force
1967-1995

Claude Everette
Staff Sergeant
United States Army
1942-1944

Carmond “Fitz” Fitzgerald
Captain
United States Coast Guard
34 years

Philip Forsberg
Private First Class
United States Army
1951-1953

Joel Friske
Unknown
United States Army
10 years

Howard Goodman
Spec 2
United States Army
1971

Robert Greathouse
Staff Sergeant
United States Army
1965-1973

Jeffrey Guerrero
TSGT
United States Air Force
1951-1953
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Steve Haga
E-6/Tech Sgt.
United States Air Force
1981-2001

Larry Hamilton
Staff Sergeant
United States Marine Corps
1965-1976

James Hanlon
Staff Sergeant
United States Air Force
1968-1971

Raymond Hansen
Corporal
United States Army
1970-1972

Tanya Hatch
PFC E3
United States Army
2004-2006

Richard Hattox
Sergeant E-5
United States Army
1975-1979

Joseph Hollingsworth
Unknown
Texas Air National Guard
15 years

Gary Hubbard Sr.
Private First Class
United States Army
1956-1964

Richard John Huchel
Lt. Colonel
United States Marine Corps
1958-1962, 1966-1989

John Huddleston
Bkr 3rd Class
United States Navy
1945-1947

Commodore (CH) Huddleston
Petty Of� cer 3rd Class
United States Navy
1943-1946

Vergil Humphrey
Unknown
United States Army
1944

James “Jim” Humphrey
Sergeant
United States Marine Corps
1965-1971

John Ingram Jr.
1st Lieutenant
United States Army Air Corps
1942-1945

Lyle Ivie
Specialist E4
United States Army
2005-2008

Gary Keel
CW3
United States Army
1966-1987

Walter (Ken) Keener
Specialist 4
United States Army
1956-1958

Kim Keith
MSgt
United States Air Force
1977-2000

Richard Klinetob
Sergeant
United States Army Air Corps
1943-1945

Joseph Krieg
AW2
United States Navy
1975-1995
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Saluting our Veteran!Saluting our Veteran!
USMC Corporal Jonathan Martin
“Mattressville Delivery Expert”

Veteran 

DiscountsDailyDaily

Jerome Kunkel
QM3
United States Navy
1959-1963

Douglas Letz
Unknown
United States Army Texas National Guard
22 years

Travis Lowrance
E7
United States Navy
1960-1987

Tim Lundy
Master Sergeant E8
United States Army
1983-2007

Johnathan Martin
Corporal
United States Marine Corps
2012-2016

Juilian Massey
Private
United States Army
WWII

Lowell Massey
Private
United States Army
WWII (KIA 1944)

Jeremy McCollum
Unknown
United States Marine Corps
2002-2008

Dan McInroe
S2C
United States Navy
1943-1945

Pamela McRoy
E-4
United States Army
2009-2016

Ray Menefee
Captain
United States Air Force
WWII & Korea

V.F. Tommy Meyer Jr.
Unknown
United States Navy
1946-1947

Darrell Morrison
Specialist 5
United States Army
1968-1970

Andrew Nace
Sergeant 1st Class
United States Army
1996-2013

Larry Nace
Commander
United States Navy
1953-1977

Winston Newman
Master Sergeant
United States Army
1950-1987

Don O’Brien
E5
United States Army
1972

David Orcutt
Submarine Commander
United States Navy
1989-2012

Skip Overdier
Chief Master Sergeant
United States Air Force
1966-1996

Andrew Ovhoa
E5
United States Army
1967-1969

HCNEWS.COM • 817.573.7066

Thank youThank you

VETERANS
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LAW FIRM, PLLC

827 W PEARL ST.
GRANBURY, TX 76048
817-579-LWYR (5997)

817-573-HYDE (4933) fax

W W W. H Y D E F I R M . C O M
se habla español

W W W. H Y D E F I R M . C O M
se habla español

A full service law firm delivering the highest A full service law firm delivering the highest 
level of client service through our dedication level of client service through our dedication 

to honesty, integrity, and results.to honesty, integrity, and results.

ELDER LAW • FAMILY LAW • ELDER LAW • FAMILY LAW • INTELLECTUAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTYPROPERTY

• PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE • • PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE • MUNICIPAL LAWMUNICIPAL LAW

• BANKRUPTCY• BANKRUPTCY  •   • IMMIGRATION LAWIMMIGRATION LAW

WILLS & PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNINGWILLS & PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNINGWILLS & PROBATE • ESTATE PLANNING

HYDEHYDE

AFFORDABLE & CONVENIENT URGENT CARE
FOR ALL AGES

Robert Paige
MSgt
United States Air Force
1957-1977

Juan Pedroza
Unknown
United States Air Force
4 years

Michael Rebarchik
E4
United States Air Force
1960-1964

Cody Reynolds
Lance Corporal
United States Marine Corps
2018-Present

Warren Glenn (Rick) Rickabaugh
Petty Of� cer 3rd Class Aviator
United States Navy
1943-1946

Charles Rickgauer
LCDR
United States Navy
1963-1984

Nelson Roberts
Sergeant
United States Marine Corps
1951-1953

Fredrick Santiago
Major
United States Army
1990-2015

Roger Algene Sargent
Private First Class
United States Army
1943-1949

Billy John Sargent
Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class
United States Navy
1951-1954

Norman Lee Schlittler
Major
United States Army
1954 (Career)

Kevin Sklark
TSgt
United States Air Force
1999-2015

Ronald J. Stevens
SSG
United States Army
27 years

Dick Stultz
Lt. Colonel
United States Air Force
1964-1989

Mike Sympson
E4
United States Air Force
1965

Dennis Thompson
Unknown
United States Army
1968-1971

Woodrow Thompson
Unknown
United States Navy
1944

Gary Towers
E4
United States Air Force
1963-1965

John Turnbow
Petty Of� cer 2nd Class
United States Navy
1974-1978

Shores (Sam) Turner
E5
United States Army
1968-1970
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Gary Werley
Sgt
United States Marine Corps
1967-1971

Harry Whisler
Private First Class
United States Army
1942-1945

William (Dub) Wiggins
Private
United States Army
WWII

Robert Williams
Chief Warrant Of� cer 4
United States Army
1966-1986

Daniel Wilterding
Radioman 3rd Class
United States Navy
1968-1972

Robert Lewis Wood
Sonar Technician
United States Navy
Vietnam

Thank you, 
Veterans!

Your bravery, dedication and sacrifice 
are unmatched. We are forever grateful 

for your service to our great nation.

HAPPY VETERANS DAY

GRANBURY 4535 Hwy. 377 
817.752.6014 • pinnbanktx.com
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CARRIE L. MORRIS, M.D.
OCULOFACIAL AESTHETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE PLASTIC SURGERY

 COSMETIC LASER SURGERY
OCULOFACIAL AESTHETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE PLASTIC SURGERY

817-326-3134
600 S. Harbor Court | Granbury, TX 

817-326-3134
Refreshedface@carriemorrismd.com
www.radiancewellnessmedispa.com

Voted Best MedSpa 
in Hood County!

WE SALUTE 
ALL 
VETERANS

FIRST AND ONLY PHYSICIAN SUPERVISED 
MEDSPA IN HOOD COUNTY

WE SALUTE WE SALUTE 

VETERANS

DID YOU KNOW?
Estimates from the Department of Veterans Affairs indicate that there were around 19 million veterans in the United States 

in 2021. Veterans Day, observed each year on November 11, honors all those who served honorably in the U.S. military during 
both wartime and peacetime. Data from the VA indicates that, as of 2016, Gulf War veterans account for the largest share of all 
U.S. veterans. Roughly 7.8 million veterans served during the Gulf War. Vietnam veterans also make up a sizable percentage of 
U.S. military veterans, as VA estimates indicate there were approximately 5.9 million veterans who fought in the Vietnam War 
in 2021. Though veterans need not have served in wartime in order to be recognized and honored on Veterans Day, the vast 
majority of U.S. veterans served during wartime. According to the VA, 78 percent of veterans in 2021 had served during wartime.
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VETERAN’S DAY
THANK YOU TO ALL VETERANS
Honoring all who have served and who are serving

When is Veterans Day observed?
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs notes that Veterans Day is 

always observed officially on November 11, regardless of which day 
of the week that happens to be. In 2023, Veterans Day is Saturday, 
November 11. Because Veterans Day falls on a Saturday in 2023, the 
federal observation date is Friday, November 10.

Why is November 11 so signi� cant?
November 11 is a significant day in world history because it marks 

the signing of the armistice between the Allies of World War I and 
Germany at 5:45 a.m. on November 11, 1918. Though the formal 
peace treaty, the Treaty of Versailles, was not signed until 1919 and 
hostilities between the sides continued for hours after the armistice 
was signed, the day is still viewed as the end of World War I.

What distinguishes Veterans Day from Memorial Day?
The VA notes that Veterans Day honors all those individuals who 

served honorably in the miliary during both wartime and peacetime. 
Memorial Day is a day to honor and remember military personnel who 
died in the service of their country, particularly those who lost their 
lives in battle or as a result of wounds sustained in battle.

What is the signi� cance of red poppies?
Red poppies are ubiquitous on Memorial Day, but they’re also vis-

ible on Veterans Day. Though it’s not taboo to wear red poppies on 
Veterans Day, it’s a tradition that aligns more with Memorial Day. 
That’s because the poppies are typically worn to honor fallen military 
personnel. A 1915 poem written by a Canadian Lieutenant Colonel 
named John McCrae referred to the fields of poppies growing around 
the graves of World War I soldiers in Flanders.

Do other countries honor their military veterans?
Many countries across the globe honor their military veterans, 

and many do so on November 11 as well. For example, Canadians 
and Australians observe Remembrance Day in honor of their na-
tion’s respective veterans on November 11. Great Britain observes 
Remembrance Day on the Sunday nearest to November 11.

Veterans Day is a day to honor and commemorate the brave men 
and women who have honorably served in the U.S. military during 
wartime and peacetime.

E
ach November, millions of people 
recognize the service and sacrifice of 
military veterans on Veterans Day. 
Initially commemorated as Armistice 

Day but renamed Veterans Day in the United 
States in 1954, the holiday is a federal holiday 

throughout the country.
The first Armistice Day was observed in 

1919. Despite that lengthy history, the gen-
eral public may still have questions about 
Veterans Day.
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