
The public gathered at the 
Lake Granbury Conference 
Center to learn more about 
Granbury City Council Place 
4 candidates Charles Beard, 
Brad Benson, and Gary “Skip” 
Overdier, and Place 6 candi-
dates Alex Wolf and incumbent 
Greg Corrigan.

Eric Morrow, Tarleton State 
University associate profes-
sor, served as moderator for 
the evening as he took turns 
asking questions of the candi-
dates in a two-hour long public 
forum.

The candidates began by is-
suing a three-minute opening 
statement to introduce them-
selves and give an overview 
of their position on certain 
matters.

CHARLES BEARD
Beard began his opening 

statement by apologizing for 
wearing glasses inside, as 
the injuries he received dur-
ing combat now require him 
to constantly wear shaded 
glasses.

He said that he is a lo-
cal Granbury ISD substitute 
teacher and is “here for the 
people.” He said he does not 
approve of tax increases, but 
that Granbury will continue to 
grow. 

“We all have to be together 
as one. That’s why I’m for the 
people. I want to be the peo-
ple’s voice,” he said.

ALEX WOLF
Alex Wolf is the owner of 

Zev Martial Arts in Granbury, 
where his students have 
earned 33 state, eight na-
tional, and three world 
championships.

Wolf said he believes in 
“standing up for what is right,” 
even if he has to stand alone. 
He said he also believes in low-
ering taxes and “never again 
allowing our churches, our 
schools, or our businesses to 
be shut down.”

“I believe our Granbury fam-
ily values are worth fighting 
for,” he said.

Wolf also called out incum-
bent Corrigan, claiming that 
he was at the helm during the 
pandemic lockdowns, “shut 
down the community in his 
handling of the wastewater 
treatment plant,” and saying 
that “property taxes have risen 
more than doubled since he’s 
been in office.”

“I’m running for Granbury 
City Council to give the people 
a grand narrative of voice,” 
Wolf said. “Our community 
pride and connectedness 
make Granbury special, and 
further excellence can only 
be achieved through account-
ability and transparency of 
the city’s government to the 
people.”

GREG CORRIGAN
Corrigan moved to Granbury 

in 2012 and served this com-
munity in a “number of differ-
ent ways,” like being involved 
with the Granbury Volunteer 
Fire Department, an ambassa-
dor of the Granbury Chamber 
of Commerce, along with serv-
ing on numerous boards and 
nonprofits.

He explained that since being 
elected, he has learned more 
about government and politics 
“than he ever really cared to 
know.”

“I met some of the great-
est people on Earth and work 
on being a better man every 
day,” Corrigan said. “I make 
decisions based on my faith, 
the facts that are presented in 
front of me, and the commu-
nity. I look forward to serving 
you for the next three years, 
and I thank you for your sup-
port and ask for your vote.”

BRAD BENSON
Benson is a lifelong Texan 

with conservative values. He 
is a Tarleton State University 
graduate and the owner of the 
Cinergy Cinemas movie theater 
in Granbury. Cinergy Cinemas 
now has nine locations in four 
states, Benson said.

He also has served as a part-
time deputy fire marshal for 

Hood County. He spent several 
years on the board of direc-
tors on an electric power co-op 
overseeing a $1.5 billion-dollar 
annual budget “about seven 
times greater than the city of 
Granbury.”

Benson said for goals, he 
wants to “reduce tax bills,” “get 
ahead” of the Highway 377 ex-
pansion project and improve 
the GVFD’s ISO rating.

“I’m running for city council 
because I believe that you need 
a local representative, some-
one who knows the city inside 
and out and someone who’s 
been here a long time, and not 
somebody with an unknown 
agenda,” Benson concluded.

GARY “SKIP” OVERDIER
Overdier served in the Air 

Force for 30 years, where he 
was eventually promoted to 
chief master sergeant. After 
leaving the Air Force, he be-
came a partner and manag-
ing broker for the “largest real 
estate franchise in eastern New 
Mexico.” 

After being in real estate for 
15 years, he had the oppor-
tunity to reenlist in the Air 
Force, where he was involved 
in “every war in conflict since 
Vietnam.” 

He then moved to Florida 
and was eventually elected 
to serve on the city council 

in Destin. Overdier recently 
moved to Granbury, where he 
has since served as a member 
of the Granbury Rotary Club 
and the Granbury Planning & 
Zoning Commission.

“You don’t get to positions 
like that without being a lead-
er,” Overdier concluded. “So, 
if you agree with me that to be 
on the Granbury City Council, 
you need to be a leader, then 
I would ask for your vote on 
Nov. 7.”

MOST IMPORTANT ROLE
Morrow then began the Q&A 

portion of the forum, asking 
the candidates, “What do you 
feel is the most important role 
of a Granbury City Council 
member?” 

Beard said “making policies” 
is one of the greatest roles of 
a city council member. He said 
the council needs to continue 
to update the public on chang-
es and motions, as well as im-
proving the city budget.

“We need to seriously listen 
to the people, and we need to 
hear what they have to say,” 
he said. “We need to look back, 
have compassion and under-
standing, and realize we’re in a 
time where businesses are try-
ing to vote.”

He explained that when 

Eric Morrow, Tarleton State University associate professor, served as 
moderator for the Granbury City Council Candidate Forum on Oct. 9, 
as he took turns asking questions of the candidates in a two-hour long 
public forum.
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The Granbury City Council Candidate Forum at the Lake Granbury Conference Center on Oct. 9, allowed a way for the public to learn more about 
candidates Charles Beard, Alex Wolf, Greg Corrigan, Brad Benson, and Gary “Skip” Overdier.

Expect a delay 
in your tax 
bill coming in 
the mail
BY EMILY NAVA 
Staff Writer

The Hood County Appraisal District is delaying 
sending out tax bills to the taxpayers in the county. 

Taxpayers usually receive their tax bills in the 
first week of October according to Jeff Law, Hood 
County chief appraiser.

Granbury ISD adopted a tax rate that was higher 
than the calculated voter approval rate which is 
why the Voter Approval Tax Ratification Election 
(VATRE) will be on the Nov. 7 election ballot. 

According to Granbury ISD, “if VATRE is ap-
proved the proposal will enable Granbury ISD to 
secure an estimated $8.2 million in additional 
annual funding while simultaneously reducing 
the overall tax rate from last year’s rate of 0.9996 
cents by 0.0342 cents. This would be the lowest 
rate in Hood County and one of the lowest in the 
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Taxpayers usually receive their tax bills in the fi rst 
week of October but due to the Voter Approval Tax 
Ratifi cation Election (VATRE) being on the Nov. 7 
election ballot, taxpayers will now receive their bills 
sometime in November.
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Hood County 
sets budget, 
property tax rate
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

The Hood County Commissioners Court adopted 
the budget for the 2023-2024 fiscal year and ad-
opted a property tax rate of .282622 per $100 val-
uation during a special called meeting on Sept. 19.

BUDGET
The budget for next year will raise more revenue 

from property taxes than last year’s budget by an 
amount of $456,467 — a 1.8 percent increase.

Before the budget was passed, Hood County 
residents came up to the podium to express their 
opinion on the agenda item.

“I know that there has been a great deal of time 
devoted to the development of this particular bud-
get, and I also know that there have been repeated 
changes that have had to be made to it because 
of the fact that figures coming from the state and 
things of that nature have necessitated repeated 
revisions to the budget,” said Hood County resi-
dent Jerry Doherty. “I wanted to express my ap-
preciation to the commissioner’s court as a whole, 
for the fact that you’ve been willing to take the 
time and put in the extra effort to make sure that 
the numbers that we’re adopting are accurate . . . 
so, to everybody that had anything to do with the 
development of this and the revision of it, and the 
assurance that we’ve gotten the numbers correct, 
I’m greatly appreciative of that.”

Former Hood County Republican Party Chair 
Nate Criswell also thanked Hood County Judge 
Ron Massingill, Hood County Commissioners, 
and Kidd for performing their due diligence in 
“what is the most vital function in Hood County 
Commissioners Court,” — adopting the budget 
and setting the property tax rate.

“I think y’all should be commended, because, for 
the first time in history, we are adopting a budget 
and a tax rate that puts us well below the no new 
revenue rate, and while I’m sure Commissioner 
Eagle’s still gonna vote against it, because it’s not 
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Moratorium, tax increase 
among subjects discussed at 
city council candidate forum

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

G
ranbury City Council candidates came 
together for a candidate forum on Oct. 9, 
with questions regarding the city’s mora-
torium and recent tax increase serving as 

hot topics for the evening.

PLEASE SEE FORUM | A5
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Ribbon Cutting to celebrate the 5th Anniversary of Independent Financial, located at 3301 Fall Creek Hwy. 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

Since moving to Granbury al-
most nine years ago, Courtney 
Current spent most of her time 
traveling for work — leading 
her to feel like an outsider in 
her own community.

But through the help of a new 
job and Leadership Granbury, 
Current now feels like she’s 
an integral part of the Hood 
County family.

Current is the managing part-
ner for Concho Hearts Hospice 
of Granbury. She explained 
how the job allows her to ful-
fill her passion for elder care, 
while also being able to stay at 
home following the end of her 
shift.

“I had traveled for work over 
the last probably eight years, 
and so to get home, I took this 
position,” she said. “I had never 
really immersed myself in the 
community because I was trav-
eling for work, but I got this op-
portunity, and I loved it.”

To integrate herself in the 
community further, Current 
also joined the Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce, 
where she found Leadership 
Granbury.

Leadership Granbury is a 
program that creates an aware-
ness of community resources 
and needs, enhances leader-
ship skills, and helps identify 
future leaders, according to the 
website.

By investing in the commu-
nity, the program allows Hood 
County business owners, gov-

ernment officials, civic leaders, 
healthcare providers, educa-
tors and more to participate 
in team-building exercises and 
learn more about the commu-
nity they call “home.

“It was a great experience for 
connecting with other busi-
ness owners, and other people 
who have moved to Granbury 
in the last few years, and really 
want to see themselves here 
long term and embedded in our 
community civically,” Current 
said. “It was a nice transition 
for me to go from traveling all 
the time to being home to actu-
ally being a part of a group that 
was so close-knit.”

Leadership Granbury begins 
with a mandatory full-day 
retreat that acquaints partici-
pants with each other and the 
program. The retreat is the 
first step in creating bonds and 
friendships that will last a life-
time, according to the website.

The course then consists 
of one full-day session each 
month — from September 
through May — that offers 
learning opportunities and 
challenges participants to 
become actively involved in 
building a better tomorrow for 
Granbury.

Current said her favorite part 
about Leadership Granbury 
was traveling to Austin for 
Government Day.

“It was kind of unique, be-
cause you’re like, stuck on a 
bus for four hours with some 
of the people you’ve been 
with for most of the year at 
that point,” she said. “It just 

strengthened our friendships 
and strengthened us getting on 
a deeper level of knowing each 
other. When we got there, it 
was really cool, just to see how 
our county was represented 
on a state level. We have some 
great representatives there 
who were actually passing a 
bill they had put up, so it was 
kind of cool to see that our con-
gressman was so involved.”

Current encourages anyone 
who is looking for other pro-
fessionals with “like-minded 
entrepreneurial spirits” and 
who want a “deeper connec-
tion” to the community, to give 
Leadership Granbury a try.

She added, “Learning about 
our community and the way 
it is integrated is really part 
of what Leadership Granbury 
presents.”

Although anyone is eligible 
to apply or make a nomination 
to Leadership Granbury, the 
board selects a maximum of 
25 qualified individuals every 
year.

To learn more about how to 
become a part of Leadership 
Granbury, email leadership-
granbury@gmail.com.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243
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RIBBON CUTTINGS

Yes matters
Chamber Message

The number one question asked by compa-
nies looking to relocate into a new community 
is ‘How good are the schools?’  They aren’t 
asking about tax breaks, special deals, pref-
erential treatment…they want to know if they 
bring their company…their jobs…their people 
to a new town, will their employees’ children 
get a good education.  And, it also stands to 
reason that companies moving into new com-
munities are looking for new talent that has 
been produced by those schools.  Whether it’s 
a company of 25 or 500, the question is always 
the same.  YES Matters for current and future 
jobs in Granbury.

Bond elections have grown in size over the 
years, in part, because in many cases, the man-
dates pushed down from state and federal 
governments must be part of any new con-
struction or remodeling of existing facilities.  
Keeping buildings in top working conditions 
that are 30, 40 even 50 years old is no small 
task…just like keeping your home in top con-
ditions over the same time period requires 
regular updating and investment.  Investing 
in the public school system is no different 
than investing in your home or for your re-
tirement…you’re building for the future.  YES 
Matters for investing in the infrastructure of 
our schools.

In Granbury, we already know that student 
growth is taking place…and within a couple of 
years, several elementary campuses will be at 
or above capacity.   We also know that teach-
ers in GISD are significantly underpaid com-
pared to their peers in surrounding districts, 
and are having to deal with overcrowding and, 
in some instance, a lack of classroom space.  
Temporary buildings aren’t the answer…nev-
er have been, never will be.  In fact, they cost 
MORE to operate over time than a well-built 
and maintained brick and mortar facility…and 
are one of the worst places to be in hail and 
tornado season.  YES Matters for the compen-
sation of teachers and staff, and the safety 
and security of students, teachers and staff.

On Nov. 7, you have a clear choice…help so-
lidify our future workforce; invest in safety, 
security and infrastructure; send a message to 
our teachers and staff that we value the work 
that they do; believe in the long-term success 
of our schools, students and teachers.  Or not.  
If you have students in the district, the answer 
should be an easy YES.  If you don’t have stu-
dents in the district, ask yourself this ques-
tion before you vote…will your home’s value 
improve over time if the schools don’t?  YES 
Matters when you have a choice to do the right 
thing.

At its September meeting, the Chamber’s 
Board of Directors unanimously passed a 
resolution of support for both GISD ballot 
initiatives…the bond election and VATRE.  
Businesses needs good schools…and good 
schools need businesses.  The Chamber real-
izes that our businesses can’t grow and thrive 
without employees.  Our businesses can’t 
grow and thrive without new customers.  Our 
businesses can’t grow and thrive without ac-
knowledging the value of an educated work-
force. On Nov. 7, YES Matters.

CHAMBER NEWS
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Courtney Current, managing partner for Concho Hearts Hospice of 
Granbury, said she found a “deeper connection” with other professionals 
after joining Leadership Granbury.
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connection’ in Leadership Granbury
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Staff Report

The Granbury Volunteer 
Fire Department (GVFD) 
welcomed firefighters from 
seven counties for its dis-
trict training on Saturday, 
Oct. 7, at the GVFD training 
field.

In conjunction with a 
North Central Texas District 
of the State Firefighters’ 
and Fire Marshal’s (SFFMA) 
meeting, a total of 75 fire-
fighters representing 19 fire 
departments attended the 
hands-on training, which 
focused on flashover evolu-
tion and vehicle extraction.

During flashover evolu-
tion, the firefighters ob-
served how fire spreads 
from a small fire to an en-
tire room. They learned the 
fire science of how a fire 
responds when it consumes 
the oxygen in a room and 
when the room is ventilated. 
Through this, the firefight-
ers learned how to read a 
fire and safely extinguish it.

The vehicle extraction 
training taught firefight-
ers how to safely remove 

injured drivers and passen-
gers from wrecked vehicles 
by removing a vehicle’s 
doors and roof.

Persons interested in be-
coming firefighters should 
contact the GVFD online 
at GVFD.org or by calling 

GVFD’s Station No. 1 at 
817-579-1111.
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

No place I’d rather live than Texas

I do enjoy traveling and 
love to visit places like the 
Monterey coast of California, 
feeling the energy and vi-
brancy of New York, and 
taking in the scenic beauty 
of the Ozarks. Those are all 
places to go and visit, not 
places I would choose to 

reside.
My heart tells me if I left 

Texas, I would miss the 
unique feeling of its people, 
its places, and its style. I 
would yearn to drop into Joe 
T Garcia’s or Mi Terra and 
experience some Tex-Mex 
cuisine. I would miss fresh 

gulf shrimp, Texas smoked 
meats, and unique Texas-
style desserts like banana 
pudding, pecan pie, and 
peach cobbler.

There would be no place 
like Gruene Hall to drink a 
Shiner nor a bar called the 
Frosty Armadillo to consume 
a freshly made margarita.

I would miss diners lo-
cated in out of the way 
places. The ones that serve a 
uniquely-Texas chicken fried 
steak, with beans slowly sim-
mered and laced with a hint 
of jalapeno. A place where 
the biscuits are the size of an 
oilfield roughnecks’ fist, and 
where at a corner table each 
morning, a group of old men 
are slurping coffee while 
they gossip and discuss the 
news of the day.

I would disapprove of liv-
ing in a place where a cow-
boy hat was seldom seen 
and where cowboy boots and 
rodeo were only an “attrac-
tion” which came to town 
once a year.

If I moved, my homesick 
mind would wander to im-
ages of live oak trees, the 
open plains, and the rolling 
hills. Wherever I were, the 
landscape would eventually 
grow tiresome and lose its 
luster because no matter its 
attributes, it would not be 
Texas.

No place else could sur-
pass the excitement of a high 
school football game, Texas-
sized homecoming mums, 
and the sense of commu-
nity created by Friday night 
lights.

The sight of cattle grazing, 
an oilfield pump maintaining 
its never-ending rhythm, and 
the snow white of a cotton 
patch ready to be harvest-
ed, are not sights I wish to 
abandon.

Of all the places I have vis-
ited I have never seen women 
more attractive than those 
found in Texas, children who 
were more respectful to their 
elders, nor men who shook 
hands with more authority. 
No other location would be 
an improvement.

Perhaps most of all, I 
would miss passing people 
on the street, having them 
smile and say, “good morn-
ing” and knowing they mean 
it.

When the day comes 
and I retire, there will be 

many places I wish to visit. 
Yellowstone and Yosemite 
are on the list. There will be a 
trip to Maine during the fall 
to witness firsthand a New 
England autumn, a visit to 
the Smithsonian, and maybe 
one last trip to Europe. But I 
will always come back home 
to Texas. I will always be 
proud Texas is my home. I 
will never wash her imprint 
from my soul. If you are a 
Texan, you feel the same 
way.

Thought for the day: I may 
live in my own little world, 
but it is OK. It is my home, 
and they know me here.

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com |
817-573-7066, ext. 260
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Tyler Keckler

FolksFolksaround town

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.

BY SAM HOUSTON

Marketing Consultant
BRITTANY BOWERS

brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Tyler Keckler!

First drawn by the small-town feel and friendly atmo-
sphere, the Keckler family has made Hood County their 
home since 2020. Living close to family and the love of 
water sports makes Hood County living even better for 
the Keckler family. Tyler has served as a firefighter, a law 
enforcement officer for The National Park Service, and is 
now a paramedic for Texas EMS. Tyler goes to the Hood 
County News online to catch up on the local news, and 
keep informed about local events and happenings.

L
iving in Texas is a privilege. It is exactly 
where I want to spend the rest of my life. I 
would not consider moving to another lo-
cation, and in fact, if someone suggested 

moving somewhere else, I am certain I could not 
conjure up a place I would rather go.

AARP Tax-Aide program seeks 
volunteers for next season
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

An AARP Foundation pro-
gram is seeking local volun-
teers to assist Hood County 
taxpayers with preparing 
and filing their taxes for the 
2023 season.

Tax-Aide is the nation’s 
largest free, volunteer-run 
tax preparation and assis-
tance service that provides 
free tax return preparation 
for people who want help 
with basic uncomplicated 
returns. People with low-to-
moderate incomes, seniors, 
people with disabilities, and 
those with limited English 

skills usually qualify for this 
free service.

“Basically, what Tax-Aide 
is, we work through the 
VITA, Voluntary Income 
Tax Assistance, which is an 
Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) program,” said Sharay 
Boynton, coordinator for the 
AARP Tax-Aide program. 
“All counselors are VITA-
certified, and we provide 
tax preparation, not just 
to those over 65, but really 
anybody who needs assis-
tance, who has a tax return 
within our scope of abilities. 
But what we’re looking for at 
this time of year is gathering 
volunteers.”

Tax-Aide volunteers 
receive specialized train-
ing and have the option of 
serving in a variety of roles 
— tax volunteers, client 
facilitators, technology co-
ordinators, and leadership 
administrators.

Tax Volunteers: Tax volun-
teers receive free tax training 
in December and January. 
Once trained, they work a 
few hours a week from late 
January through mid-April, 
interacting with clients by 
filling out tax returns. Even if 
you don’t have accounting or 
tax preparation experience, 
becoming a tax volunteer 
may be right for you if you 

enjoy working with com-
puters and have a knack for 
numbers.

Client Facilitators: Client 
facilitators make sure the 
clients have all the necessary 
paperwork before meeting 
with a tax volunteer and they 
also manage the flow of cli-
ents being served.

Technology Coordinators: 
Technology coordinators 
manage computer equip-
ment, work to ensure taxpay-
er data security, or provide 
technical assistance to vol-
unteers at multiple sites on 
technology issues.

GVFD hosts district training 
for 19 local fire departments

COURTESY PHOTO

A total of 75 fi refi ghters representing 19 fi re departments attended the hands-on training, which 
focused on fl ashover evolution and vehicle extraction.
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TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS
Information should be 

submitted at least two 
weeks prior to the event 
for consideration. The 
Community Calendar is 
a free listing in the Hood 
County News to inform 
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should 
be open to the public 
and free to attend. Email 
the who, what, when and 
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street 
address for the location. 
The topic for the meeting, 
program or guest speaker 
must be included. Email to: 
calendar@hcnews.com. 
Calendar information 
runs in chronological 
order as space 
is available. is available. 

HCNEWS.COM

SATURDAY, OCT. 14

BENTWATER CRAFT Fair 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at 1800 West Emerald 
Bend Court with an onsite 
food truck from the Local 
Cafe. 

EMMANUEL LUTHER-
AN Church Blessing of the 
Animals (Pet Blessing) on Sat. 
Oct. 14 at 10 a.m. Bring your 
humans for a celebration of 
God’s creation, creatures, and 
companionship that bless us 
daily. Donations of Pet Food 
will be accepted and deliv-
ered to Mission Granbury’s 
Food Bank. 2301 Fall Creek 
Highway, Granbury 76049 At 
the Pavilion 

THURSDAY, OCT. 19

AFTER OPERATING for 17 
years, the Bridge Street His-
tory Center, 319 E. Bridge St., 
will celebrate their ongoing 
educational programs with 
a ribbon cutting event. The 
museum doors will open at 3 
p.m. with the ribbon cutting 
commencing at 4 p.m. 

HOOD COUNTY Democrat 
Club will meet Thursday, 
Oct. 19, at Panchito Mexican 
Restaurant, 506 Weatherford 
Highway, Granbury 76049. 
Dinner at 6 pm, meeting be-
gins at 7 pm. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 21

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS 
Automotive, 3809 E. Hwy 377, 
will be partnering with sever-
al local churches to offer free 
oil changes to single moms 
and widows in need on Sat-
urday, Oct. 21st from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. For more information, 
please call 817-573-3911. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN Church 
invites the community to 
celebrate their 150th an-
niversary during a two-day 
celebration beginning at 10 
a.m. to approximately 12:15 
p.m. at the Langdon Center 
Concert Hall, 308 E Bridge 
St. — the original location of 
First Christian Church. The 
service will feature former 
ministers, and a barbecue 
luncheon with speakers will 
follow. Saturday’s program 
features Dan Vanderburg 
speaking on the early history 
of Hood County and the city 
of Granbury. The founding 
families of the church in 1873 
will be highlighted. Marc Is-
took, a direct descendant of 
Randolph Clark, will speak on 
the history of the Clark fam-
ily and AddRan College. The 
Music Ministry will be lead-
ing the attendees with hymn 
singing. Pastor Justin will 
conclude with a “High noon 
communion.” For more infor-
mation, call 817-573-5431.  

CALENDAR

HCNEWS.COMLeadership 
Administrators: Leadership 
and administrative posi-
tions at the local and district 
levels manage volunteers, 
make sure program opera-
tions run smoothly, track 
volunteer assignments and 
site activities, along with 
ensuring adherence to the 
program’s processes.

Volunteers will be pro-

vided with free tax law train-
ing and materials to prepare 
basic individual income tax 
returns. Volunteers learn 
many aspects of tax return 
preparation and the hours 
are flexible. Volunteers gen-
erally serve an average of 
eight hours per week from 
mid-January through April 
15.

“We just need people 
who would like to work,” 
Boynton said. “We typically 
work starting the first week 
in February, through the 

middle of April, and we pre-
pare tax returns on Mondays 
through Thursdays at the 
Hood County Library from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., so it’s not 
a real long-term commit-
ment. We do some Saturday 
appointments, and we 
work around volunteer 
schedules.”

Volunteer positions are 
open to anyone local and are 
not limited to Hood County 
residents. Volunteers do 
not have to be AARP mem-
bers or have any kind of tax 

experience.
“We actually start training 

in the middle of November 
with Zoom or online meet-
ings because VITA requires 
tests to be taken,” Boynton 
said. “So, we do have a week-
long in-person training ses-
sion, but we do it about six 
weeks prior to that with just 
those of us that can pop on 
whenever we can pop on 
once a week. We’re just look-
ing for people who want to 
help and want to work in 
their community.” 

Boynton said last year, 
the Tax-Aide program had 
about 17 volunteers for the 
Hood County area.

“I don’t think we can have 
too many,” she added.

For more information, 
contact Boynton at sharay-
boynton@gmail.com. If you 
are interested in volunteer-
ing, fill out an application 
online at aarpfoundation.
org/taxaidevolunteer.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1232
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metroplex.”
Due to the VATRE elec-

tion happening next month, 
the HCAD decided to delay 
sending out the tax bills; it 
will determine the actual tax 
rate that will calculate tax 
bills after the election takes 

place.
“If I were to mail out tax 

bills today, I would have to 
use the rate the GISD has 
adopted, which is the rate of 
93 cents, and some people 
would start paying as soon 
as they get the bill,” Law 
said. “The risk of mailing 
tax bills in October, rather 
than waiting, could poten-

tially double the cost of 
sending tax bills this year 
and creates some unneeded 
taxpayer confusion. It would 
be more prudent just to wait 
and see what the voters say 
and mail a correct tax bill 
one time.”

Mailing tax bills later than 
normal will not change any 
of the payment options for 

taxpayers or the delinquen-
cy dates, penalties, or inter-
est.  Property taxes for 2023 
will still be due upon receipt 
of the tax bill, and property 
taxes will not be delinquent 
if they are paid by January 
31, 2024. 

“Once the appraisal dis-
trict gets the official tax rate 
that’s been set, then we can 

calculate those bills and 
mail those out to everyone,” 
Law said. “After that vote 
takes place on Nov. 7, we 
will move forward immedi-
ately, get the tax roll calcu-
lated and tax bills printed, 
and get them in the mail as 
soon as possible. I believe 
that we can have the tax bills 
mailed around Nov. 17.” 

TAX
FROM PAGE A1

low enough, I think it’s a 
good thing the way this all 
works out and I just wanted 
to give you my sincere, 
‘thank you,’” Criswell said.

Richard Hoefs, a member 
of Granbury’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission, cited 
inconsistencies in the bud-
get on the “subtotal” and 
“total” lines.

“The dollar numbers are 
right in the budget — it’s 
just the percentages that 
are incorrect in just the 
total and subtotal lines, so 
I would encourage you to 
continue to move forward 
with the great work you’ve 
done, and vote to approve 
the budget with the proviso 
that either that percentage 
column be deleted, or that 

it be validated as correct 
before published to the pub-
lic so there’s no concern or 
miscommunication,” Hoefs 
said.

Kidd explained to Hoefs 
that the errors are due 
to exporting the Excel 
spreadsheet.

Granbury resident Tina 
Brown questioned why the 
budget showed the district 
attorney was given an incen-
tive pay and salary supple-
ment totaling $23,200.

Kidd then explained that 
the extra funds were due to 
three investigators complet-
ing their master certificate 
pay program and that the 
extra funds are not going to 
the district attorney.

Doherty also recommend-
ed that the Hood County 
Commissioners Court go 
into recess to make sure the 
numbers in the budget were 

correct before taking a final 
vote, which spurred Precinct 
2 Commissioner Nannette 
Samuelson to make a mo-
tion for a 15-minute recess.

“This is the most impor-
tant thing that we do as 
commissioners is to ensure 
that the accuracy and the 
budget is correct,” she said.

Following the recess, the 
commissioners approved 
the budget as presented 
with a 4:1 vote, as Precinct 
4 Commissioner Dave Eagle 
voted “Nay.”

TAX RATE
The tax rate, as recom-

mended by Hood County 
Auditor Becky Kidd is a .048 
(or 15%) decrease from the 
2022 tax rate of .331129 
and is a “nickel less” than 
the no-new revenue rate of 
.287622. 

With the new tax rate, 
the average homeowner 

would pay $73 less, and the 
total tax levy on all proper-
ties increased by 1.8% or 
$456,467.

“If you compare the No 
New Revenue Rate with the 
one Commissioners Court 
approved, the difference 
is only $17 more, and the 
homeowner is still paying 
less than last year,” Kidd 
said, in an email to the HCN. 
“But the difference in rev-
enue of $450,872 would buy 
9-12 new vehicles or cover a 
good portion of the raises/
benefits given for fiscal year 
2024.” 

“I appreciate all the ef-
forts that have been put 
forth in this budget cycle, 
and I certainly appreci-
ate Commissioner (Kevin) 
Andrews cutting down a 
little bit more from what 
was proposed in the begin-
ning,” Eagle said, during the 

meeting. “I had proposed 
a rate that was another .58 
cents lower than this one, 
and I feel like that was a do-
able rate. It didn’t get any 
marinated discussion, and 
it didn’t get much traction, 
which is fine. We’re not the 
school board up here. We 
don’t have to all agree, so 
nothing personal. No emo-
tional charge to this, but I 
think we could go lower, but 
that’s my comment.”

Samuelson asked what the 
rate was that Eagle had pre-
viously proposed, which he 
replied as being .276800.

The property tax rate of 
.282622 was then voted on, 
with Eagle voting “Nay,” in a 
4:1 vote. The motion carried.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

BUDGET
FROM PAGE A1

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
TAKING CARE OF OUR 
TEACHERS

Maybe you are wondering 
why a sheriff is writing let-
ters about the school bond 
proposals. It is because suc-
cessful schools have a direct 
impact on a community’s 
crime rate. Recent studies 
have shown that a commu-
nity’s investment in public 
schools reduces adult crime 
(https://record.umich.edu/
articles/public-school-in-
vestment-reduces-adult-
crime-study-shows/).

Students in better-fund-
ed schools were 15% less 
likely to be arrested. Having 
strong, involved families 
raising good kids in good 
schools is a superb formula 
to prevent future crime. 
In Hood County, we are 
blessed with an active ISD 
with great leadership, lots 
of academic and career op-
tions, and a heavy emphasis 
on citizenship.

Our teachers and staff are 
critically under-compensat-
ed, resulting in a talent drain 
where neighboring ISDs are 
hiring our best and brightest 
away. This, along with over-
crowding, is hindering our 
community’s ability to pro-
duce capable adults who will 
contribute to our communi-
ty in constructive ways.

After a resounding “no” 

on last year’s costly bond 
proposal, GISD listened to 
the community’s concerns 
and has presented fiscally 
responsible proposals. This 
will give us many needed 
upgrades while keeping our 
tax rate the same. 

Proposition A is a Voter 
Approved Tax Rate Election 
(VATRE) that will provide 
a 10% permanent salary 
increase for teachers and 
staff, improving our ability 
to attract and keep talent-
ed teachers. Smaller class 
sizes and skilled instruc-
tors lead to better academic 
outcomes and future suc-
cess for our students. This 
benefits everyone, whether 
we have children in school 
or not. 

Proposition B is a $151.7M 
bond that provides for a 
new elementary school on 
the north side of Granbury 
behind HEB and the expan-
sion of Acton Middle School. 
This reduces reliance on 
portable buildings, im-
proves safety, and address-
es student growth. This 
makes my job easier and 
minimizes dangerous situa-
tions in the future. The bond 
also includes renovation of 
all lower schools to enhance 
the learning environment, 
provides a new northern bus 
hub, and 30 new buses. This 
will shorten runs, improve 

maintenance and safety, and 
reduce traffic.

Taking care of our teach-
ers and the schools that 
serve our children should 
be at the top of our concern 
list. Nobody likes taxes but 
we must understand the bal-
ance between taxes, their di-
rect impact on our personal 
budgets and the quality of 
life our community provides 
for our children. By reducing 
adult crime, communities 
create social savings greater 
than the costs of increased 
school funding. That be-
ing said, our trustees are 
presenting a bond that not 
only addresses the needs 
of our growing community 
but does so with a school 
tax rate that actually goes 
down 6 cents per $100 of 
valuation. This makes good 
common sense and is a con-
cept we all should embrace. 
Please do your own research 
and I am confident you will 
all see why propositions A 
and B are necessary.

Remember, better schools 
produce better citizens and 
better citizens avoid crimi-
nal situations. Join me in 
voting YES to Propositions 
A and B!

Roger Deeds
Hood County Sheriff 

IN FAVOR OF VATRE
After 22 years of Naval 

service and 25 years of ex-
ecutive retailing (Costco, 
AutoZone, Estee Lauder), my 
wife and I have lived all over 
our country. When it came 
time to retire, we wanted 
to select a location with 
a wonderful community, 
close to our granddaughter, 
a lake for me to fish in, and 
great neighbors. Granbury 
was the perfect choice, and 
our 10 years here have been 
superb.

Giving back to my commu-
nity is an important family 
value, and I am fortunate to 
be able to have the time and 
the opportunity to do so. 
Helping the children in our 
community is the best way 
to invest in the future of our 
town, as well as our state 
and our nation, so I joined 
the Paluxy River Children’s 
Advocacy Center (PRCAC) 
Board as my first step. From 
there I began assisting GISD 
with volunteer needs, from 
scholarships to solutions 
for growth issues.

There are two proposi-
tions up for a vote this year. 
Prop A, the VATRE, (Voter 
Approved Tax Rate Election) 
is for staff salaries, and 
Prob B is for facilities. Both 
are critical to meeting our 
kids’ needs as our com-

munity grows. The VATRE 
brings our teacher and staff 
salaries to competitive lev-
els with a 10% permanent 
wage increase, a major step 
in hiring and retaining the 
best staff in GISD. Prop B is 
a $151.7M bond that adds a 
new elementary school, the 
first since 1996. It also adds 
classroom space to Acton 
Middle School, addressing 
overcrowding caused by 
increased enrollment num-
bers. It improves elemen-
tary and middle schools 
with increased security and 
much-needed repair and 
renovation, enhancing the 
academic environment. 
Further, it will put a new bus 
barn in the north section of 
the district plus 30 new bus-
es to improve and shorten 
the travel experiences for 
our young children.

Unfortunately, there is 
quite a small, but vocal seg-
ment of our community that 
votes negatively on every-
thing that requires money or 
updating. They are lining up 
against these two common-
sense bonds, even though 
the propositions will lower 
the school taxes (6 cents 
per $100) and provide more 
classrooms for GISD’s rap-
idly increasing numbers of 
students. Please, research 
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The Sons of the Republic of Texas honored the Gold Star Family of Michael (Mic) and JoAnne Stephens 
whose son SFC Riley Stephens died in combat in 2012 in Afghanistan.

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

Veteran Ronald Kenneth Horton was honored during the October meeting by the Sons of the Republic 
of Texas.

SONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS HONOR GOLD STAR FAMILY AND VETERAN

making policies, it’s best to talk to 
the public first before making any 
decisions.

“I’ve dealt with leadership my 
whole life,” he said. “I’ve done two 
tours in Afghanistan and one in Iraq. 
I’ve been the leader. My soldiers 
don’t follow me because of the fact 
that I’ve given them an order; they 
follow me, because they trust my 
judgment.”

Wolf said the most important role 
for a city council member is to “ac-
curately represent the community 
that they serve.”

“This includes being transparent, 
this includes being accountable, and 
this includes being accessible,” he 
said.

Corrigan said that the most im-
portant role of a city council mem-
ber is to make the best decisions 
possible.

“The only way to make appropri-
ate decisions is by being available, 
being involved, and being engaged 
on a regular basis, which I have had 
the pleasure of doing for the last 12 
years,” Corrigan said.

For Benson, solving problems is 
the most important role of a council 
member. 

“The ability to evaluate, analyze, 
and make ethical decisions, and 
viewing the outcome through the 
lens of the citizen is the most impor-
tant role of an elected representa-
tive,” Benson said.

Overdier said he believes the most 
important job of a Granbury City 
Councilman is to provide for the 
health, safety, and security of the 
residents of Granbury.

“You do that through approv-
ing a reasonable budget that covers 
all the needs of the Granbury city 
staff,” Overdier said.

BUSINESS-FRIENDLY TOWN
Morrow then posed the next 

question of, “Do you believe that 
Granbury is a business-friendly 
town?”

Wolf responded by saying both 
“yes” and “no.” He explained 
that it makes him proud when he 
drives through the square and sees 
how many people are visiting the 
Granbury shops and businesses.

However, he said that between 
the moratorium and the upcom-
ing Highway 377 expansion, many 
businesses are “afraid to bring their 
business to Granbury.” He made the 
comment of how many business 
owners think there’s “a lot of red 
tape” when it comes to opening a 

business here in town.
“I think we need to resolve the 

moratorium, and then I’d like to take 
a look at some of that red tape when 
elected,” Wolf said.

Corrigan said he believes that 
Granbury is business-friendly, add-
ing that he doesn’t mean that the 
town is perfect. He pointed out that 
other cities always pose the ques-
tion, “Why is your city the hardest to 
deal with?”

“That is why we are actually in the 
process now and have been for over 
the last few years of reviewing all of 
our ordinances, making appropri-
ate changes, and making sure that 
we are only regulating the things 
that we need to be regulated and not 
causing people any undue hardship 
within their business,” he said.

Benson said, as he is the only 
candidate vying for Place 4 who has 
owned a business in Granbury, he 
is able to “shed some light on this 
topic.” 

“Over the last 25 years, I’ve owned 
and operated 26 movie theaters 
across eight states,” he said. “This 
gives me a pretty wide view of many 
cities and regulations and burdens 
that affect businesses in various 
places all over the country. That 
said, yes, Granbury is one of the 
most business-friendly places we’ve 
operated.”

Overdier also agreed that 
Granbury is business-friendly, add-
ing that Lance LaCour was hired as 
the city’s new director of economic 
development.

“Lance had used chapter 38 of the 
government code,” he explained. “It 
allows us to get loans and grants to 
help new businesses. It helps us to 
use city staff, to use city facilities, 
we can use them at a minimal or 
no charge. I think we do a great job 
of trying to attract new business-
es, and I think that the Economic 
Development Department is doing a 
great job.”

Beard, like Wolf, said both “yes” 
and “no” in regard to Granbury be-
ing a business-friendly town, adding 
that “we can do more.”

“I know that this square has dif-
ferent events, but we need to pro-
mote our local families,” Beard said. 
“We need to keep the big businesses 
at a standstill, get our environments 
together, and continue to support 
and champion, because without the 
small businesses, what are we going 
to have? I hope that together as a 
team, we can be unified, and we can 
think about that and be as one fam-
ily and talk in peace.”

MORATORIUM
Morrow’s next question referred 

to the moratorium. “Tell us your 
thoughts about the moratorium on 
new developments in Granbury. Do 
you think it is keeping Granbury 
from growing? Yes or no, and why?”

Corrigan said the moratorium 
is “exactly where it needs to be 
for the time being,” and that he 
doesn’t think it’s causing a lack of 
growth within the city. He said that 
Granbury cannot take on any new 
developments that would cause ad-
ditional infrastructure issues or ad-
ditional use of the wastewater treat-
ment plant.

“The moratorium has caused 
roughly 100,000-plus in businesses 
that have loved to come here, but 
they can’t at the moment,” he said. 
“It doesn’t mean they’re not still 
going to, it doesn’t mean that they 
don’t still have plans to, but until 
the moratorium is lifted, it’s not cur-
rently causing issues with business 
growth — but it will be very soon.” 

Benson also said he believes 
the moratorium has not stopped 
Granbury from growing, but that it 
has slowed growth to some degree. 
He said it has kept out some busi-
nesses that would be advantageous 
to Granbury.

“I think the wastewater treatment 

plant needs to get completed ASAP 
so the moratorium can be lifted, and 
city strategic plans can be properly 
utilized going forward,” he said.

Overdier said the moratorium has 
stopped any new development from 
being approved due to the wastewa-
ter treatment plant being at maxi-
mum capacity.

“Right now, there are already 
plans and developments that have 
been approved before the mora-
torium was put in place, so those 
plans and those developments can 
continue before the moratorium 
is lifted,” he explained. “In addi-
tion to that, we’ve had some people 
that have come and spent their own 
money to start new developments, 
and they’ve been very creative by 
using what’s called an onsite sanita-
tion facility, basically a septic tank. 
If a development uses an onsite sew-
age facility that’s approved, they can 
go ahead and do their development. 
They actually had the caveat that 
when the moratorium is lifted and a 
new Granbury water treatment plant 
is built, they will then hook up to the 
current sewer system.”

Overdier said at the end of the 
day, the moratorium has stopped 
more new construction, but hasn’t 
totally stopped development in 
Granbury.

Beard said he believes that the city 
needs to put “the brakes” on new 
development. He said the city needs 
to first address traffic, water, sew-
age, trash, city employees, and com-
petitive salaries to retain qualified 
individuals.

“We are arguing over putting in a 
water sewage plant, and we want to 
entertain additional developments,” 
he said. “Fast expansion suppresses 
the economy income and causes 
even more taxes that will be difficult 
to maintain.”

Wolf said an “indefinite morato-
rium is absolutely throttling the de-
velopment of Granbury.” He said the 

city should look at any means neces-
sary to fix this crisis.

“Our leadership hasn’t been prop-
erly planning ahead,” he said. “We 
need to create a true five-year and 
10-year plan and we need to look at 
the direction that Granbury is going 
in.”

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
The next question asked the can-

didates their thoughts on the waste-
water treatment plant.

Benson said no one wants a sewer 
plant in their backyard, but that he 
lives a few doors down from the cur-
rent wastewater treatment plant and 
“they’re really not a bad neighbor.”

He explained how he would 
take his Labrador Brody on walks 
through the Harbor Lakes Golf 
Course near the waterfall where 
treated wastewater is released.

“I think we should stop being 
scared of the wastewater treatment 
plant and embrace the fact that we 
need a new one and the new one is 
going to be even better in the long 
run,” he said.

Overdier explained how in 2016, 
the wastewater treatment plant ex-
ceeded capacity, and therefore, a 
new plant was needed.

“I will say there is nothing wrong 
with that plant, and the new plant is 
going to be just as efficient, just as 
clean, and there’ll be no pollution on 
Lake Granbury,” he said.

Beard said he does approve of the 
plant but is confident that “no real 
location in the city wastewater treat-
ment plant will satisfy all citizens or 
communities.”

“Common knowledge, there are 
odors, and if Granbury wants to 
increase population, they have to 
make tough decisions,” he said.

Wolf said that if the city broke 
ground on the new wastewater treat-
ment plant tomorrow, Granbury 

FORUM
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MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Place 4 candidate Brad Benson, left, speaks during the Granbury City Council 
Candidate Forum on Oct. 9, while Place 4 candidate Greg “Skip” Overdier, right, 
listens on.

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Place 4 candidate Charles Beard, left, and Place 6 candidate Greg Corrigan, 
right, listen as Place 6 candidate Alex Wolf, middle, responds to a question from 
moderator Eric Morrow.
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Respiratory virus season is among us:  
Becoming aware and informed 

would still be two years away 
from the facility getting com-
pleted. He said the city coun-
cil needs actual plans with 
deadlines.

“I think a lot of people are 
frustrated because this has 
not been communicated 
properly,” he said. “I think 
the council needs to have a 
leadership role and say ‘We’re 
doing this by this day. Here’s 
how it’s being solved.’”

Corrigan said the planning 
of the wastewater treatment 
plant started in 2016 and he 
reiterated that the plant is 
“exactly where it should be.”

“People say that it could 
have been done sooner, which 
is not exactly accurate,” he 
said. “The state has certain 
guidelines on when cities are 
to start building to start plan-
ning sewer plants. They say 
that we don’t communicate. I 
can get that. The difference is 
that if there’s nothing to com-
municate, then there’s noth-
ing to say. I do believe that 
we will be under construction 
soon, and then we can get this 
moratorium moving.”

INFRASTRUCTURE DEBT
Morrow then asked the 

candidates their thoughts 

about adding debt in the fu-
ture to pay for infrastructure 
projects.

Overdier explained that 
infrastructure projects are 
“definitely multimillion dol-
lar projects,” and that the 
city typically tries to get a 
bond to take care of those 
projects. He said Granbury 
actually has a “double A” 
bond rating, which works 
similar in how a good credit 
rating lowers interest rates 
on mortgages.

“The city of Granbury has 
an extremely low rate on 
their bonds, which literally 
saves us millions of dollars 
every time we do that,” he 
explained. “We just com-
pleted a new set of plans to 
do some infrastructure along 
Pearl Street that’s going to al-
leviate some of the flooding 
that goes on down there, and 
that’s all done with grants 
that we use for infrastruc-
ture. All those things are 
things that could save the 
people of Granbury money, 
and it’s all because of the 
things that we’ve done in the 
past that has gotten us that 
double A bond rating.”

Beard said he doesn’t be-
lieve in any debt but that he 
is “fully for anything that the 
public wants.”

“I want to be the voice 

between you and special 
agendas and that’s what it 
comes down to,” he said. “If 
I get elected, we will work 
together as a team. We need 
to make sure that the public 
knows every aspect of these 
bonds, every little thing that 
can possibly come up, be-
cause the public’s not getting 
the full picture.”

Wolf said debt is not un-
common in cities and that in 
his opinion, Granbury is do-
ing “reasonably well.”

“Myself, I don’t actually 
like to have debt, but it’s un-
derstandable with the city,” 
Wolf said.

With his remaining time, 
Wolf then posted a question 
to Corrigan on his previ-
ous response regarding how 
there was “nothing to com-
municate” on the wastewater 
treatment plant.

“You thinking that there’s 
nothing to communicate is 
actually part of the problem, 
and I’d like to ask when soon 
is,” Wolf asked Corrigan.

Corrigan said infrastruc-
ture projects are necessary, 
especially over time as every-
thing ages.

“We are fortunate to have 
such a great bond rating that 
has allowed us the last two 
bonds to be purchased at 
a premium,” he said. “Our 

finance department that 
gets debt paid off as quickly 
as possible allows us to not 
only service those bonds, but 
to service them sooner than 
we may have otherwise been 
able to do, so yes, if it’s need-
ed, I would be for additional 
future debt for infrastruc-
ture projects.”

Benson said he hates 
debt in his personal life and 
that he believes in fiscal 
responsibility.

“I believe debt financing 
should be kept to a mini-
mum and used only when 
the annual budget just can’t 
accommodate a genuine 
need,” he said.

TAX INCREASE
Morrow then mentioned 

the recent tax increase 
that was approved by the 
Granbury City Council 
and asked the candidates 
for their thoughts on the 
decision.

“I’m not raising taxes. 
Simple as that,” Beard said. “I 
don’t believe the community 
needs to put up with it. The 
property taxes are already 
ridiculous.”

He said the city council 
needs to get together as a 
team to find out ways that 
they can help everyday 

citizens.
“There’s other ways of 

common solving problems 
without raising taxes,” Beard 
said.

Wolf explained that gas 
and groceries are expensive 
due to inflation. He said that 
the council could’ve kept the 
exact same rate, but every-
one’s property taxes still 
would’ve been raised.

“If you wanted no new tax-
es, my opponent would have 
had to lower your tax to .361. 
Instead, they raised it by half 
a cent which in my opinion 
is beyond tone deaf, I would 
have voted ‘no,’” he said.

Corrigan explained that 
he voted ‘yes,’ but explained 
that during the budget meet-
ing, the council requested 
staff to figure out a way to 
include two of the three fire 
trucks that have become nec-
essary over the last year.

“Staff met with all depart-
ments and were able to cut 
an additional $246,400 — 
not that it wasn’t needed 
— but that could be waited 
on leaving $103,600 of the 
$350,000 needed to pur-
chase those trucks, and that 
is exactly what the half cent 
rates covered and that is 
why I voted ‘yes’ for public 
safety,” he said.

Benson said he would have 

“absolutely voted ‘no’ for 
the half cent tax increase,” 
and that it was “absolutely 
unnecessary.”

“I’m a big believer in keep-
ing government small,” he 
said. “Once taxes go up, they 
almost never go back down. 
We should accept that tax 
increases are OK when a city 
is growing sufficiently to 
cover its budget without rate 
increases.”

Overdier explained that 
the city had a $69 million 
budget for this year, but 
upon approving the budget, 
it was revealed that the city 
was roughly $100,000 short 
of having a balanced budget. 
He said the Hood County 
Appraisal District had given 
the city a check a few weeks 
before that for $100,000.

“Instead of putting it in 
reserve, we could have just 
put it in the budget, and that 
would have balanced the 
budget, and we would not 
have had to have a tax in-
crease, so I would have voted 
‘no’ for the tax increase,” he 
said.
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With October here and 
temperatures dropping, 
flu season has arrived, new 
COVID-19 vaccines are here, 
and it’s time to get prepared 
and informed.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, “Fall and winter 
are a time when viruses that 
cause respiratory disease 
usually circulate more heav-
ily in the community.”

The National Foundation 
for Infectious Diseases held 
its annual conference on pre-
venting disease during the 
fall and winter on Sept. 28.

“This season is more com-
plex than ever as in addition 
to flu and COVID-19, we also 
have respiratory syncytial 
virus,” Patsy Stinchfield, 
pediatric nurse practitioner 
and president of the NFID 
said during the conference. 
“The good news is that for 
the first time we also have 
vaccines available to help 
protect against these three 
viruses responsible for the 
most hospitalizations in the 
United States.” 

THE FLU
According to the CDC, 

“The flu is a contagious re-
spiratory illness caused by 
influenza viruses that infect 
the nose, throat and some-
times the lungs. It can cause 
mild to severe illness and 
sometimes lead to death.” 

During the 2022-2023 sea-
son, the CDC reported the 
peak of flu season was in ear-
ly December, where for the 
entire season there were 31 
million people who got sick 
with the flu, 14 million who 
visited a health care pro-
vider, 360,000 were hospi-
talized with flu, and 21,000 
people died due to flu illness 
or related complications. 

There were also 176 flu-re-
lated deaths among children 
reported, which is the third 
largest number of deaths in 
children reported during flu 
season since reporting began 
in 2004.

Everyone is at risk of get-
ting the flu but some at 

higher risk include those 65 
years and older, and anyone 
with certain chronic medical 
conditions such as asthma, 
diabetes, or heart disease. 
Some at risk also include 
women who are pregnant 
and children younger than 
5 years old and especially 
those two and younger.

Flu symptoms can include 
fever, chills, cough, sore 
throat, runny or stuffy nose, 
muscle or body aches, head-
aches, and fatigue. 

Most people who get the 
flu will recover in a few days 
to less than two weeks, but 
some will develop compli-
cations such as pneumo-
nia, sinus or ear infections, 
inflammation of the heart, 
brain, or muscle tissues, and 
multi-organ failure accord-
ing to the CDC.

Children need to get medi-
cal attention immediately if 
they have trouble breathing, 
bluish lips or face, ribs pull-
ing in with each breath, chest 
pain, severe muscle pain, 
dehydration, seizures or are 
not alert.

Adults need to seek medi-
cal care immediately if they 
experience difficulty breath-
ing or shortness of breath, 
persistent pain or pressure 

in chest or abdomen, persis-
tent dizziness, confusion, 
inability to arouse, seizures, 
not urinating, severe muscle 
pain, severe weakness or 
unsteadiness, fever or cough 
that improves but then wors-
ens upon return and wors-
ening of chronic medical 
conditions. 

Some steps that can help 
relieve flu symptoms include 
drinking fluids like water, 
warm soup, and drinks that 
contain minerals. It’s also 
important to rest at home 
and take pain medicine, ac-
cording to the Mayo Clinic. 

The CDC says that the best 
way to prevent the flu is by 
getting a flu vaccine every 
year. During the 2022-2023 
flu season, 49 percent of the 
overall U.S. population six 
months and older received a 
flu vaccine. This is a two per-
cent decrease from the previ-
ous season. 

“Flu vaccination reduces 
the burden of flu illness, hos-
pitalization, and death and 
getting vaccinated could also 
help protect others who are 
at higher risk of serious flu 
illness, like babies and young 
children, older people, and 
people with certain chronic 
health conditions,” accord-

ing to the CDC.
Flu shots are available at 

your local pharmacies or lo-
cal health care provider.

COVID-19
According to the CDC, 

“COVID-19 (coronavirus 
disease 2019) is a disease 
caused by a virus named 
SARS-CoV-2.” 

According to the most re-
cent update on trends from 
the CDC in March, a total 
of 14,842 cases have been 
reported in Hood County 
with a total of 302 reported 
deaths. 

Last year, the highest num-
ber of cases came from the 
month of January with the 
highest daily average at 94. 
January also had the high-
est number of patients that 
were hospitalized with 1,017 
being the peak, compared to 
2021 when the peak reached 
1,055 people. 

Symptoms of COVID-19 
can range from mild to se-
vere and may appear two to 
14 days after exposure to 
the virus. Some symptoms 
can include fever or chills, 
cough, shortness of breath 
or difficulty breathing, fa-
tigue, muscle or body aches, 

headache, new loss of taste 
or smell, sore throat, conges-
tion or runny nose, nausea 
or vomiting, and diarrhea.

Symptoms can differ de-
pending on one’s vaccination 
status.  

It is important to seek 
medical attention if some-
one is experiencing trouble 
breathing, persistent pain or 
pressure in the chest, new 
confusion, inability to wake 
or stay awake, pale, gray, 
or blue-colored skin or nail 
beds, depending on skin 
tone. 

Some ways to relieve 
symptoms include drinking 
fluids, getting plenty of rest 
and taking pain medicine. 

The CDC recommends ev-
eryone six months and older 
to get an updated COVID-19 
vaccine this season. The 
vaccines are from Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna. 

“The virus that causes 
COVID-19 is always chang-
ing, and protection from 
COVID-19 vaccines declines 
over time. Receiving an up-
dated vaccine can restore 
protection and provide en-
hanced protection against 
the variants currently re-
sponsible for most infec-
tions and hospitalizations 
in the U.S. Last season, those 
who received a 2022-2023 
vaccine saw greater pro-
tection against illness and 
hospitalization compared to 
those who did not receive an 
updated vaccine,” according 
to the CDC.

To receive an updated 
COVID-19 vaccine, visit 
your local pharmacy or local 
health provider. 

RESPIRATORY SYNCYTIAL 
VIRUS

RSV is a common respira-
tory virus that causes mild, 
cold-like symptoms. Most 
people recover in a week 
or two, but it can become 
serious. Infants and older 
adults are more likely to de-
velop severe RSV and need 
hospitalization. 

According to the CDC, 
each year in the United 
States, RSV leads to approxi-
mately 2.1 million outpatient 

(non-hospitalization) visits 
among children younger 
than 5 years old, 58,000-
80,000 hospitalizations 
among children younger 
than 5 years old, 60,000-
160,000 hospitalizations 
among adults 65 years and 
older, 6,000-10,000 deaths 
among adults 65 years and 
older and 100 to 300 deaths 
in children younger than 5 
years old. 

Symptoms usually appear 
within four to six days after 
getting infected. Symptoms 
usually include a runny nose, 
decrease in appetite, cough-
ing, sneezing, fever and 
wheezing. Vaccines are avail-
able to protect older adults 
from severe RSV. 

Symptoms typically ap-
pear in stages and not all at 
once.

RSV can also cause more 
severe infections such as 
bronchiolitis, an inflamma-
tion of the small airways in 
the lung, and pneumonia, an 
infection of the lungs. It is 
the most common cause of 
bronchiolitis and pneumonia 
in children younger than one 
year of age.

Healthy adults and infants 
infected with RSV do not 
usually need to be hospital-
ized. But some people with 
RSV infection, especially old-
er adults and infants young-
er than six months of age, 
may need to be hospitalized 
if they are having trouble 
breathing or are dehydrated. 
In the most severe cases, a 
person may require addition-
al oxygen, or IV fluids (if they 
can’t eat or drink enough), or 
intubation (have a breath-
ing tube inserted through 
the mouth and down to the 
airway) with mechanical ven-
tilation (a machine to help a 
person breathe). In most of 
these cases, hospitalization 
only lasts a few days.

Some ways to relieve 
symptoms include drinking 
fluids, getting plenty of rest 
and taking pain medicine. 

For more information on 
the flu, COVID-19 or RSV, 
speak with your local health 
care provider or visit cdc.
gov. 
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According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Fall and winter are a time when viruses 
that cause respiratory disease usually circulate more heavily in the community.”
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Classifieds

1020

Cemetery Lots
2 Cemetery Plots in Holly Hills Memo-
rial Park, Garden of Prayer, Lot 129-C,

spaces 3&4. Total $2500.
Contact Lee Velta 718.614.2490;

lee.velta@gmail.com

1050

Homes for Sale

1080

Mobiles for Sale

MOBILE HOME - GRANBURY Hello,
my name is Brian I’m looking for a
mobile home, a fixer upper.
I have about $20,000 if you have an
old mobile let me know. Call or
text...thanks (817) 881-6722

14x60 older 2-bed, 1-bath mobile.
Fenced yard, concrete drive, carport.
No owner financing. $45,000 cash an
carry offers. Chris 682-202-5008

JRT CONSTRUCTION *Remodel *Re-
taining Walls *Driveways *Slabs *Rock
work. FREE ESTIMATES. Cell: Israel

(817) 894-2493

ROCKING Y
New Construction &

Remodeling
All Phases Design & Planning
Additions, Kitchens, Baths
CustomWindows & Doors

Outdoor Kitchens
Robby York 817-597-5502

SNODGRASS PAINTING

AND REMODELING, INC

One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting

A+ BBB Member
Accepting Credit Cards

snodgrasspaintingremodeling.com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair

Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939

Dependable, Affordable Choice!

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS
New construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial,

residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Replace light fix-
tures, ceiling fans, leaky faucets,
new furniture assembly, blind in-
stallation, light carpentry, punch
lists, and other odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

5210

Home Services

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT

GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

SPEEDY LAWN CARE
Lawnmowing, edging

&mulching. Tree trimming
& removal. 817-559-5152

CALL FOR SPECIALS Tree work, gut-
ters. Flower beds, shrubs. Brush hog-

ging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 8
years with 19 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

TEXAS TREE CARE

Proudly serving Hood County
longer than any other tree service.
Third generation arborist. Pruning,
removals, sick tree diagnoses, root
zone fertilization, Oak Wilt injec-
tions, stump grinding, tree hazard
inspection and mistletoe removal.
We are your tree care professionals.
Free estimates and senior discount.
Residential & Commercial, Free Es-
timates.

(817) 894-9449
TexasTreeCare@yahoo.com

5240

Masonry
AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK
*Sidewalks *RetainingWalls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces

No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING SERVICES Pruitt Plumb-
ing is still in business for all your
plumbing needs. Service and new
construction. Residential & Com-
mercial, Licensed & Insured, Free
Estimates. (817) 279-9708
hhpruitt@gmail.com

5270

Sand/Gravel/Soil

5070

Cement/Concrete

Concrete*Driveways *Patios
*Sidewalks*Bob Cat Work*Top Soil

*Sod Laying and installation
CALL JOSE - 817-538-6297

SINCE 1970

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

5100

Computer Services
NEED COMPUTER HELP?

Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
andmore. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450

5110

Construction

GENTRIFIED PATIO COVERS We Of-
fer You An Array Of Options To Get
You Covered FromThe Elements
And The Bugs! From Screen Room
Enclosures of Wood Or All Alu-
minum. Solar or Clear View Insect
Screen. Patio Covers, Carports,
Sheds, Fences, Decks, Even If You
Just Need A Re-stain. No Job Too
Big Or Smaller! We Are Locally-
owned. Google Gentrified Patio
Cover for more pictures. Residen-
tial, Insured, Free Estimates.
Gentrifiedpatiocovers.com (817)
243-4525

CONSTRUCTION CLEAN-UP

& HAULING Lumber, Limbs, Trees

and Household trash.

Call 682-205-6860.

5120

Clock Repair
ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC
NO JOBS TOO SMALL!

(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

5170

Fencing

FENCING

254-434-1967

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION

Since 1970.
Quality cedar fences.

Redwood patio pergolas.
Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

Al's Fencing. *Chain Link, *Barbed
Wire, *Pipe, *Cable, *Field Fence,
*Privacy, *Iron, *Game Fence, *Cat-
tle Pens, *Cattle Guards, built and
installed. *Carports, Fence Repairs,
*Tree Removal, "EntranceWays,

*Construction Clean-Up.
Commercial and residential.

Cell-682-205-6860.

5200

Home Improvement

COUNTRY BOY HANDYMAN

DECK, PERGOLAS,

CARPENTRY, PAINTING & MORE.

(682)234-7852

PROFESSIONAL TILE SERVICE
Exceptional showers and tile work.
Complete bathroom remodeling.
Knowledge * Talent * Integrity.

www. PremierDesigns4u.com
* Premier Designs * 817 905-4441

CONSTRUCTION
Trench digging, Bobcat work, Land
clearing, Brush Hog mowing, Tree
work, Excavating, Gravel driveways,
Demo and haul-off. Free estimates.
Call Keith 817-559-0100

FREE ESTIMATES
Paint. Power washing. Siding.

Window & door installation. Soffit.
Framing. Pergolas. Porches.

Cleanup. Junk removal. Storage
building. Trim work. Dry wall.
Fences. Concrete & rock work.

817-219-2666

3 BD/2 BA MOBILE HOME 4 RENT
2 available now for $1595

Very nice w/ wood look floors, new
bathrooms, covered porches, all
kitchen appliances. Pool, play-
grounds, and lake access in both

neighborhoods.
Crystal Wilson

Empire Realty Group, LLC
817-964-4300

Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday
Saturday issue, 10am Thursday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. Miscellaneous 
items up to $100. Some restrictions 
apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $59.95. The ad will run 
until it sells or up to 2 months.

Classified Advertising Cost
Classified ads for the Wednesday & 
Saturday editions are $16 per week 
for 4 lines for less. Each 
additional line is $2.25. Your ad will 
also appear on www.hcnews.com 
during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to check their 
ad immediately after it 
appears in the paper and report at 
once any error found. Claims for 
adjustment should be made at that 
time. The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect ad only 
the first time it runs, so check your 
ads carefully.

817-573-7066

CALL 817-573-7066 AND GET RESULTS • HCN CLASSIFIEDS ON THE WEB: WWW.HCNEWS.COM/CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY
Real Estate for Sale

1010 Acreage for Sale
1020 Cemetery Lots
1030 Commercial for Sale
1040 Duplexes for Sale
1050 Homes for Sale
1060 Waterfront Homes
1070 Lots for Sale
1080 Mobiles for Sale
1090 Waterfront Mobiles
1100 Real Estate Notes
1110 Townhomes & Condos
1120 Property For Trade
1130 Want To Buy

Real Estate for Rent
1510 Apartments for Rent
1520 Commercial for Rent
1530 Duplexes for Rent
1540 Homes for Rent
1550 Mobiles for Rent
1560 Rooms for Rent
1570 Roommates Wanted
1580 Spaces & Lots
1590 Townhomes & Condos
1600 Want to Rent

Vehicles
2010 Automobiles
2020 Parts & Accessories
2030 Big Trucks & Trailers
2040 Classic Automobiles

2050 Four-Wheel Drive
2060 Motorcycles
2070 Pickups & SUVs
2080 Vans & Campers
2090 Trailers
2095 Heavy Equipment

Farm & Ranch
3010 Corrals & Fencing
3020 Farm Equipment
3030 Feed & Pasture
3040 Stock Trailers
3050 Related Items

Finance
4010 Business Opportunities
4020 Insurance
4030 Investments
4040 Mortgages & Notes

Home & Business Services
5010 Adult/Elderly Care
5020 A/C Heating Repair
5030 Appliance  Repair
5040 Automotive Services
5050 Bulldozer Services
5060 Business Services
5065 Carports
5070 Cement/Concrete
5075 Chimney Sweeping
5080 Child Care
5090 Cleaning Services
5100 Computer Services

5110 Construction
5120 Clock Repair
5130 Dock repair/Rebuild 
5140 Electrical
5150 Electronics Repair
5160 Exterminating
5170 Fencing
5180 Floor Coverings
5190 Health Care
5200 Home Improvement
5210 Home Services
5220   Landscaping/Tree Service
5230 Interior Design
5240 Masonry
5250 Mobile Home Service
5260 Moving/Hauling
5265 Plumbing
5270 Sand/Gravel/Soil
5280 Roofing
5290 Painting
5295 Pressure Washing
5300 Septic/Sewer
5310 Small Engine Repair
5320 Secretarial/Office
5330 Storage
5340 Tractor Service
5350 Welding

Sports & Recreation
6010 Boats & Water Sports
6020 Recreation
6030 Golf
6040 Guns
6050 Hunting/Fishing
6060 Pools & Spas

6070 RV’s/Travel Trailers
6080 Sporting Goods

Merchandise
6510 Antiques
6520 Appliances
6530 Arts & Crafts
6540 Building Materials
6550 Computers
6560 Electronics
6570 Firewood
6580 Furniture
6590 Health
6600 Air Conditioners
6610 Lawn Equipment
6620 Miscellaneous
6630 Musical Instruments
6635 Pocket Stuffers
6640 Portable Buildings
6650 Tools
6660 Trees
6670 Wanted

Education
7010 Tutor/Instruction
7020 Music
7030 Computer
7040 Art Instruction

Livestock & Pets
8010 Livestock
8020 Livestock Lost & Found
8030 Pets
8040 Pets Lost & Found

Employment
8510 General
8520 Construction
8530 Food Services
8540 Medical/Dental
8550 Office Employment
8560 Professional
8570 Sales
8580 Salon Personnel
8590 Employment Wanted
8600 Employment Information
8610 Carpool Information

Notices
9010 Happy Notes
9020 Free
9030 Public Notices
9040 Notices
9050 Personal Lost & Found
9070 Card of Thanks

Public Sales
9570  Auctions
9580  Flea Markets
9590  Out of Town Sales
Cresson Garage Sales 76035
Granbury Garage Sales 76048
Granbury Garage Sales 76049
Lipan  Garage Sales 76462
Tolar  Garage Sales 76476

Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Saturday issue, 10am Wednesday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. 
Miscellaneous items up to $100. 
Some restrictions apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $65.95. the ad 
will run until it sells or up to 2 
months.

Place your ad online at 
www.hcnews.com, call 
817-573-7066, or visit us at 
1501 S. Morgan St.

Classified Advertising 
Cost
Classified ads for the 
Saturday edition are $17.60 
per week for 4 lines or less. 
Your ad will also appear on 
www.hcnews.com during the 
ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to 
check their ad immediately 
after it appears in the paper 
and report at once any error 
found. Claims for adjustment 
should be made at that time. 
The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect 
ad only the first time it runs, 
so check your ads carefully

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR SALE

10
80 $45,000 lisa.eads@ymail.com

3 BR/2 BA Mobile Home and Lot in Canyon Creek for sale
by owners. Mobile home may be able to be refurbished.
Area has HOA. No financing. Has 3 storage sheds on
property. There is another room that was added on but
needs to be removed.

2209 Angelina St

Grabury Mobile Home

10
50 Call: (817) 296-7999.

I can save you from foreclosure & having your credit
ruined for 7 years. Give me an opportunity to show what
we can do. Call or text today.

If you've missed 1, 2 or 3 payments,

Granbury Property Sales

10
50 Lee Overstreet Realtor, Winston Properties (817) 219-5246

Beautiful, 3-2.5-2 townhome. Walking distance to the golf
course, clubhouse, swimming pool & marina. Open & airy
with raised ceiling, covered patio, fenced yard. Enjoy the
many club amenities including golf, tennis, lake access,
etc. Price Improvement $334,900.

4515 Overlook Court

DCBE - Gated Community

PENDING

stay connected — hcnews.com
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Homes for Sale

Deliver your 
ads to 

thousands 
twice a week!

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds!

Hood County News
817-573-7066

1080

Mobiles for Sale

1080

Mobiles for Sale
1080

Mobiles for Sale

 HOME & 
 BUSINESS
  SERVICES

5200

Home Improvement

CLASSIFIEDS

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians, 
Mechanics, 
Carpenters,

Painters, 
and more...

w w w. h c n e w s . c o m

 MERCHANDISE
6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM: We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL

DENOMINATIONS.

Call 817-559-3131

Subscribe Today!
817-573-7066
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8030

Pets

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION? If
you are looking for a companion

animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact
Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

8510

General

HERITAGE CLEANERS

is now hiring pressers & front
counter. Apply in person. Heritage
Cleaners esta ahora planchadoras.
600 S. Morgan St.

817-579-9274

One of the largest Insurance and
Financial Services Agencies in
north Texas and located in
Granbury, is hiring for sales and
service-related positions. Candi-
dates should be able to show a
successful work history in the areas
of sales or customer-related ser-
vice. The positions pay between
$20.00 and $25.00 per hour plus a
very generous commission. Prop-
erty and Casualty & Life and Health
licensing are a plus and for the in-
vestment practice a Series 6 & 63 li-
cense would be required. Send cur-
rent resumes in confidence to;
Sales/Service Position, PO Box 879,
Granbury, TX 76048.

OTHER/NOT CLASSIFIED - WORK-
ERS NEEDED Landscape company
looking for general laborers. Pay
dependent upon experience.

DRIVER’S LICENSE REQUIRED.
(817) 326-2321 or (817) 243-5455

Busy cleaning business needs
responsible people to help clean
residential/commercial some
nites/weekends. Must speak

English. Must have clean driving
record - pass background.

254-396-3417

PECAN PLANTATION
817 573-2641

Job details on ppoaweb.com

Facilities Maintenance
w/ knowledge of HVAC,

Roads & Grounds Maintenance,
6 opens, $14-$18, Ext 342

Contact daniel@ppoaweb.com

Security Patrol, Security Gate Staff
$13 - 16 depending on exp. Ext 351
Contact harold@ppoaweb.com or

brendarhine@ppoaweb.com

F & B Servers
Contact sfoster@ppoaweb.com,

Cooks & dishwashers
Contact jray@ppoaweb.com

Ext. 319
Pay rate based on experience

8530

Food Services

DeCordova Country Club
NowHiring Line Cooks, day and
night shifts available, competi-
tive pay, benefits available after
90 days. Interested applicants

please send resumes to
sarah@dcbeweb.com or

call 817-326-2381.

8550

Office Employment
ADMIN HELP NEEDED!

Fossil Manufacturing is hiring an
Administrative Assistant.

The potential candidate should have
experience with QuickBooks and

Microsoft Office.

The candidate will be assisting with in-
ventory, product ordering, and data

entry among other
administrative duties.

Benefits include Health, Dental, and
Vision insurances as well as paid

vacation and holidays.

Email resumes to erica@fossilmfg.com
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Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Proper-
ty Code, Guardbox Storage in
Granbury, which is located at 1400
Weatherford Hwy., Granbury, TX
76048, will hold a public auction of
property being sold to satisfy a land-
lord’s lien online at www.
Storagetreasures.com. The auction
will end on or around 11:00 A.M. on
October 23, 2023. Property will be sold
to the highest bidder. A $100.00 cash
deposit for removal and cleanup will
be required. Seller reserves the right
to withdraw property from sale. Prop-
erty being sold includes contents in
spaces of the following tenants: Allen
Strickland- boxes, toybox

Contact Guardbox Storage-Granbury
817-573-2416

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Jerry A. Goin, Deceased, were issued
on September 27, 2023, in Cause No.
P10140, pending in the County Court
of Hood County, Texas, to: Barbara
Jean Williams-Goin. All persons having
claims against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are required
to present them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
c/o: Daren R. Van Slyke
Cuccia Wilson, PLLC
108 E. Chambers Street
Cleburne, Texas 76031

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATOR

Notice is hereby given that Letters of
Independent Administration for the
ESTATE OF RICKY LEE NEWTON, DE-
CEASED, were issued on September
27, 2023, in Cause No. P10169, pend-
ing in the County Court of Hood Coun-
ty, Texas, to RHIANNON LEE EASTES,
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATOR, who
resides in Fort Worth, Tarrant County,
Texas.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law. Claims should
be addressed in care of the represen-
tative’s attorney, Deborah G. Cleve-
land, 4200 S. Hulen Street, Suite 506,
Fort Worth, Texas 76109.
DATED this day of October, 2023.
Deborah G. Cleveland
State Bar No. 04378000
4200 S. Hulen, Suite 506
Fort Worth, Texas 76109
Telephone: (817) 737-4688
Telecopier: (817) 377-4262
Email: deb.cleveland@sbcglobal.net

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Hood
County Hospital District Board of Di-
rectors will hold a public hearing to
discuss the adoption of the 2023/2024
budget for the Hood County Hospital
District on Friday October 27, 2023.
This public hearing will be held at the
Hood County Courthouse, 100 East
Pearl Street, Granbury, TX in the sec-
ond- floor courtroom at 12:00 noon.
Members of the public will be given
the opportunity to be heard, all per-
sons desiring to address the Hood
County Hospital District Board of Di-
rectors regarding this proposed bud-
get will be permitted to so at that
time.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons
interested in the Estates of BRIAN
TODD BRAWNER, Cause No.P10091,
County Court of Hood County, Texas.
MELISSA ALICE BRAWNER in the

above numbered and entitled Estate
filed an Amended Application for
Independent Administration and Let-
ters of Independent Administration of
said Estate of BRIAN TODD BRAWNER,
deceased, and their respective shares
and interests in this Estate.
Said application will be heard and

acted on by said court at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration of ten days from date of
publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury,
Texas.
All persons interested in said estate

are hereby cited to appear before said
Honorable Court at above mentioned
time and place by filing a written an-
swer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of

said court at office in Granbury, Texas
this on this the 5th day of October
2023
KATIE LANG
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/ Christine Ledermann, Deputy

Notice of Public Sale

Pursuant to Chapter 59 Texas Property
Code, DONE Storage, located at 4508
Old Granbury Road, Granbury, TX
76049 will begin an online auction at
www.LockerFox.com of contents to
satisfy a landlord’s lien. The sale will
begin online on October 28, 2023.

Unit contents will be sold as-is to the
highest bidder for cash only. Cleanup
deposit is required. Contents must be
removed from the property within 72
hours of the winning bid. Seller re-
serves the right to reject any bid or
withdraw the property at any time be-
fore the sale. All units contain house-
hold items unless additional items are
noted. Contents from the following
tenants will be sold: Steven Jackson,
Marco Cabrera.

 LIVESTOCK 
 & PETS 

 EMPLOYMENT
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Public Notices

 Posted this 16th day of August 2023 (Publicado este día 16 de Agosto 2023)     

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION 
(AVISO DE ELECCION GENERAL) 

 
To the registered voters of the City of Granbury, Texas:  
(a los votantes registrados del Ciudad de Granbury, Texas:) 
 
Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., on November 7, 
2023, for voting in a general election to elect a Councilperson Place Four (4) and Councilperson Place Six (6). 
(Notifíquese, por la presente, que los sitios de votación citadas abajo se abrirán desde las 7:00 a.m. hasta las 7:00 
p.m. el 7 de Noviembre de 2023 para votar en la elección general para elegir un Concejal Lugar Cuatro (4) y Concejal 
Lugar Seis (6)) 
 
LOCATION OF ELECTION DAY POLLING PLACES  
(DIRECCION(ES) DE LAS CASILLAS ELECTORALES) 

Acton Methodist Church      Calvary Church   
3433 Fall Creek Highway, Granbury, Texas 76049  4800 Glen Rose Highway, Granbury, Texas 76048 
First Baptist Church      Generations Church  
1851 Weatherford Highway, Granbury, Texas 76048 5718 E. Highway 377,  Granbury, Texas 76049 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church    Hood County Annex 1 
4530 Acton Highway, Granbury, Texas 76049  1410 W. Pearl Street, Granbury, Texas 76048 
Lipan Church of Christ Fellowship Hall   Pecan Activity Center (PAC) 
119 N. Caddo Street, Lipan, Texas 76462   9145 Plantation Drive,  Granbury, Texas 76048 
St. Frances Cabrini      Tolar Community Center   
2301 Acton Highway, Granbury, Texas 76048  120 Tolar Cemetery Road, Tolar, Texas 76476   

  
Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted at Hood County Annex 1, 1410 West Pearl Street, Granbury, 
Texas 76048, during the following hours: 
(La votación adelantada en persona se llevará a cabo de Lunes a Viernes en el Hood County Annex 1, localizado en 
1410 West Pearl Street, Granbury, Texas 76048, durante las siguientes horas:) 
 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 October 23 October 24 October 25 October 26 October 27 October 28 
 8:00 a.m. –  

5:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. 

8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. 

8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. 

8:00 a.m.- 
5:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. – 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
October 29 October 30 October 31 November 1 November 2 November 3  
9:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. –  
7:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. –  
7:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. –  
7:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. –  
7:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. –  
7:00 p.m. 

 

 
Applications for Ballots by Mail (ABBMs) and Federal Post Card Applications (FPCAs) must be received no later 
than the close of business on Friday, October 27, 2023. Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to: 
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votarán adelantada por correo y La Tarjeta Federal Postal de Solicitud deberán 
recibirse no más tardar de las horas de negocio el viernes, 27 de Octubre de 2023. Las solicitudes para boletas que 
se votarán adelantada por correo deberán enviarse a:) 
 
Stephanie Cooper, Hood County Elections Administrator, 1410 West Pearl Street, Granbury, Texas 76048 
Telephone Number (Número de teléfono): (817) 408-2525 
Email Address (Dirección de Correo Electrónico): SCooper@co.hood.tx.us 
Early Voting Clerk’s Website (Sitio web del Secretario/a de Votación Adelantada): http://co.hood.tx.us 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
 

Sealed bids addressed to LGI Homes – Texas, LLC for Cresson MUD No. 1 of Hood County, will be 
received physically at the office of the Engineer, Pape-Dawson Engineers, 6105 Tennyson Parkway, Suite 
210, Plano, Texas 75024, Phone 214-420-8494 until 2:00 PM, local time, Thursday, November 9th, 2023, 
and then publicly opened and read at the office of the Engineer, and also read via the telephone number 
210-926-0892 with Conference ID 159 020 571 for the construction of the following project: 

 
“Construction of Brookside Phase 1 Utilities and Paving for Cresson MUD No. 1” 

Project No. 70193-01 
 

Scope of Work of the Contract includes: 
WSD&D: 

1. Approximately 17,000 LF of 3-inch through 12-inch water main and appurtenances. 
2. Approximately 2,741 LF of 6-inch raw water line and appurtenances. 
3. Approximately 13,100 LF of 6-inch through 18-inch sanitary sewer main and 

appurtenances. 
4. Approximately 4,050 LF of 18-inch through 42-inch storm sewer and appurtenances. 

Paving: 
1. Approximately 3,400 SY of 4-inch reinforced concrete pavement 
2. Approximately 44,800 SY of 6-inch and 8-inch reinforced concrete pavement 
3. Approximately 1,950 SY of 2-inch and 6-inch asphalt pavement 

 
A mandatory pre-bid conference will be held at 2:00 PM, local time, Wednesday, October 25th, 2023, 

physically at the office of the Engineer, Pape-Dawson Engineers, 6105 Tennyson Parkway, Suite 210, 
Plano, Texas 75024, and by calling in the telephone number 210-926-0892 with Conference ID 102 648 
360. Electronic access information to be provided prior to the meeting. Please contact Ted Nelson via email 
at tnelson@pape-dawson.com to obtain Microsoft Teams access information. 

 

Instruction to Bidders and other bid documents will be available for review at the office of the Engineer 
and will be provided electronically, through CivCast, to prospective bidders. 

 
The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any informalities or minor defects. 

In case of the lack of clarity or ambiguity in prices, the Owner reserves the right to accept the most 
advantageous or reject the bid. All bids received after the closing time designated above will be returned 
unopened. 

 
The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or 

Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly 
or intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of that subchapter. 

TexSCAN Week of 
Oct. 1-7, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 www.dental50plus.
com/txpress #6258

  WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
social media sites.
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NOTICE OF ELECTION 
 

 TO THE RESIDENT, QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT: 
 
 TAKE NOTICE that an election will be held in said District as provided in an ORDER CALLING A SPECIAL 
ELECTION FOR GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT duly passed by the Board of Trustees of said 
District, which Order is substantially as follows: 

 
ORDER CALLING A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT  

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of the Granbury Independent School District (the “District”) 

deems it advisable to call the bond election hereinafter ordered (the “Election”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board hereby finds and determines that the anticipated capital improvements identified in 

Proposition B may be submitted to the qualified voters of the District as a single proposition pursuant to Section 
45.003(g) of the Texas Education Code because these capital improvements will be predominantly used for educational 
and administrative purposes, none of which are the type of facilities described in Section 45.003(g)(1) – (6) of the 
Texas Education Code; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Election is subject to the provisions of Section 45.003, Texas Education Code, and the District 

is contracting with Hood County, Texas (the “County”) for the administration of the Election pursuant to an interlocal 
agreement with the County (the “Election Contract”); and  

 
WHEREAS, the County, acting through its Elections Administrator (the “Elections Administrator”) in 

accordance with the Election Contract will provide for the administration of the Election; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this Order was adopted was 

open to the public, and public notice of the time, place, and purpose of the meeting was given, all as required by the 
Texas Government Code, Chapter 551. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE GRANBURY 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT: 
 
Section 1.  Findings.  The statements contained in the preamble of this Order are true and correct and adopted 

as findings of fact and operative provisions hereof. 
 
Section 2.  Election Ordered; Polling Places.  The Election shall be held in the District between the hours of 

7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on November 7, 2023 (“Election Day”).  The Election is to be conducted by Hood County, as 
provided by Chapter 271, Texas Election Code (the “Code”) at the polling places designated by the Hood, Johnson, 
Parker and Somervell County Elections Administrators (collectively, the “Elections Administrators”) in accordance 
with the provisions of one or more joint election agreements and contracts for election services with each of such 
Elections Administrators (collectively, the “Contracts”) in the name of said District, as determined by the Hood County 
Elections Administrator.  The locations of such polling places are set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto.  Exhibit A 
shall be modified to include additional or different Election Day polling places designated by the Elections 
Administrators and to conform to the Contracts. 

 
Section 3.  Early Voting.  Early voting shall be administered by the County.  Early voting shall be conducted 

by personal appearance at the locations and during the period early voting is required or permitted by law, being 
October 23, 2023 through November 3, 2023, on the dates and at the times set forth in Exhibit B attached hereto.  
Exhibit B shall be modified to include additional or different early voting locations designated by the Elections 
Administrators and to conform to the Contract. 
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Section 4.  Election Officials. The appointment of the Presiding Election Judge, Alternate Judges, Early 
Voting Clerks, the Presiding Judge of the early ballot board and other election officials for the Election shall be made 
by the Elections Administrator in accordance with the Contract and the Code.  The Elections Administrators may 
employ other personnel necessary for the proper administration of the Election, including such part-time help as is 
necessary to prepare for the Election, to ensure the timely delivery of supplies during early voting and on Election 
Day, and for the efficient tabulation of ballots at the central counting station.  The Board of Trustees hereby authorizes 
the Superintendent, President, Vice President or the Secretary of the Board of Trustees to execute or attest on behalf 
of the District the Contract with each County, as necessary or desirable for the proper administration of the Election. 

 
Section 5.  Voting by Mail.  Applications for voting by mail for all residents of the District shall submitted 

by personal delivery not later than October 27, 2023, or shall be mailed to the address below and received (not 
postmarked) by October 27, 2023: 
 

Voters in Hood County Voters in Parker County 
Hood County Annex 1 
1410 W. Pearl Street 

Granbury, Texas  76048 

Jenise “Crickett” Miller, Early Voting Clerk 
PO Box 639 

Weatherford, Texas  76086 
 

Voters in Johnson County 
Patty Bourgeois, Early Voting Clerk 

P.O. Box 895 
Cleburne, Texas 76033 

 
Voters in Somervell County 

Somervell County Elections Administration 
P.O. Box 1355 

Glen Rose, Texas 76043 
 

Section 6.  Early Voting Ballots.  An Early Voting Ballot Board shall be created to process early voting results 
of the Election and the Presiding Judge of the Early Voting Ballot Board shall be designated by the Elections 
Administrator.  The Presiding Judge of the Early Voting Ballot Board shall appoint two or more additional members 
to constitute the Early Voting Ballot Board members and, if needed, the Signature Verification Committee members 
required to efficiently process the early voting ballots. 

 
Section 7.  Qualified Voters.  All qualified electors of and residing in the District, shall be entitled to vote at 

the election. 
 
Section 8.  Propositions.  At the Election the following PROPOSITIONS shall be submitted in accordance 

with law: 
 

GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT SPECIAL ELECTION 
GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPOSITION B 

 
Shall the Board of Trustees of the Granbury Independent School District be authorized to issue the 
bonds of the District, in one or more series, in the aggregate principal amount of $151,725,000 for the 
purpose of acquiring, constructing, renovating and equipping school facilities and the purchase of 
necessary sites for school facilities, with the bonds to mature, bear interest, and be issued and sold in 
accordance with law at the time of issuance; and shall the Board of Trustees be authorized to levy and 
pledge, and cause to be assessed and collected, annual ad valorem taxes, on all taxable property in the 
District, sufficient, without limit as to rate or amount, to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds 
and the cost of any credit agreements executed in connection with the bonds? 

 
Section 9.  Ballots.  The official ballots for the Election shall be prepared in accordance with the Texas Election 

Code so as to permit the electors to vote “FOR” or “AGAINST” the aforesaid PROPOSITION with the ballots to 
contain such provisions, markings and language as required by law, and with such PROPOSITION to be expressed 
substantially as follows: 
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GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT SPECIAL ELECTION 
GRANBURY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPOSITION B  

FOR  ______ 
 
 
AGAINST ______ 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

THE ISSUANCE OF $151,725,000 OF BONDS BY THE GRANBURY INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL FACILITIES AND THE PURCHASE OF LAND, 
AND THE LEVY OF TAXES SUFFICIENT TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND 
INTEREST ON THE BONDS AND THE COST OF ANY CREDIT AGREEMENTS 
EXECUTED IN CONNECTION WITH THE BONDS. THIS IS A PROPERTY TAX 
INCREASE. 

 
Section 10.  Compliance with Federal Law. In all respects, the Election shall be conducted in accordance 

with the Code.  Pursuant to the federal Help America Vote Act (“HAVA”) and the Code, at each polling place there 
shall be at least one voting system that is equipped for disabled individuals, and each such voting system shall be a 
system that has been certified by the Texas Secretary of State as compliant with HAVA and the Code. The District 
hereby finds that the voting systems to be used by the Elections Administrator in administering the Election is such a 
system, and orders that such voting equipment or other equipment certified by the Texas Secretary of State shall be 
used by the District in its elections. 

 
Section 11.  Debt Obligations.  The following information is provided in accordance with the provisions of 

Section 3.009(b), Texas Election Code. 

(a)  The proposition language that will appear on the ballot is set forth in Section 9 hereof. 

(b)  The purpose for which the bonds are to be authorized is set forth in Section 8 hereof. 

(c)  The principal amount of the debt obligations to be authorized is $151,725,000. 

(d)  If the bonds are approved by the voters, the Board of Trustees will be authorized to levy annual ad 
valorem taxes, on all taxable property in the District, sufficient, without limit as to rate or amount, to pay the 
principal of and interest on the bonds and the cost of any credit agreements executed in connection with the 
bonds. 

(e)  Based upon the bond market conditions at the date of adoption of this Order, the maximum interest 
rate for any series of the bonds is estimated to be 5.25%.  Such estimate takes into account a number of factors, 
including the issuance schedule, maturity schedule and the expected bond ratings of the proposed bonds and 
notes.  Such estimated maximum interest rate is provided as a matter of information, but is not a limitation on 
the interest rate at which the bonds or notes, or any series thereof, may be sold. 

(f)  If the bonds are approved, they may be issued in one or more series, to mature serially, over a 
period not to exceed 40 years from the date of issuance of each series of bonds.  

(g) The aggregate amount of the outstanding principal of the District’s debt obligations as of the date 
of this Order is $76,845,000.00. 

(h)  The aggregate amount of the outstanding interest of the District’s debt obligations as of the date 
of this Order is $29,553,374.50. 

(i)  The ad valorem debt service tax rate for the District as of the date of this Order is $0.1450 per $100 
of taxable assessed valuation. 
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EXHIBIT A 
ELECTION DAY VOTING 

 
Voters residing in Hood County: 

On Election Day, Voters in Hood County may vote at ANY location listed below: 
 

Acton Methodist Church 
Youth Building 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy, Granbury 
 

First Baptist Church 
1851 Weatherford Hwy, Granbury 
 

 

Hood County Annex 1 
Meeting Room 
1410 W Pearl St, Granbury 
 

Lipan Church of Christ 
Fellowship Hall 
119 N Caddo St, Lipan 
 

 

Calvary Church 
4800 Glen Rose Highway 
 

Tolar Community Center 
120 Tolar Cemetery Rd, Tolar 
 

 

Pecan Activity Center (PAC) 
9145 Plantation Dr, Granbury 
 

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church 
2301 Acton Hwy, Granbury 
 

 

Generations Church 
5718 E. Hwy 377, Granbury 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
4530 Acton Highway 

 

 
Voters residing in Johnson County: 

On Election Day, Voters in Johnson County may vote at the locations listed below: 
 

Voters residing in Johnson County Election 
Precinct No. 1: 

Chisholm Summit Community Church 
9705 CR 1016 
Burleson, Texas 76028 
 

 

Voters residing in Johnson County Election 
Precinct No. 15: 

Bono Baptist Church 
6349 Bono Rd. 
Godley, Texas 76044 
 

 

Voters residing in Johnson County Election 
Precinct No. 30: 

City Park Pavilion of Godley 
104 E. Allen Ave. 
Godley, Texas 76044 

 

 
 

Voters residing in Parker County: 
Residents of Parker County may vote at any of the following Vote Centers on Election Day: 

 
Silver Creek United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
2200 Church Rd, Azle 
 

Azle City Hall 
Community Room 
505 W Main St, Azle 
 

Reno City Hall 
Community Center 
195 W Reno Rd, Azle 
 

Springtown Senior Center 
Community Room 
1070 N Main St, Springtown 
 

Legacy Church 
Lobby 
3591 E Hwy 199, Springtown 

Parker County North East Annex 
Court Room 
1020 E Hwy 199, Springtown 
 

Friendship Baptist Church 
Gym 
801 Friendship Rd, Weatherford 
 

Agnes Baptist Church 
Foyer 
350 Agnes North, Springtown 

Harberger Hill Community  
Large Room 
701 Narrow St, Weatherford 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Fellowship Hall 
 1500 Ball St, Weatherford 

Poolville Global Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
230 North Church, Poolville 
 

Peaster ISD Rock Gym 
Back Room 
8512 FM 920, Peaster 
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Whitt Fire Department 
Training Room 
4312 N FM 52, Whitt 
 

Bethesda United Methodist Church 
Johnson Room 
6657 FM 113 N, Weatherford 
 

Calvary Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
1900 N Main St, Weatherford 

Shady Grove Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
2470 W Lambert Rd, Weatherford 
 

Union Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
3451 Sarra Ln, Springtown  

Victory Baptist Church 
Youth Building 
1304 Fort Worth Hwy, Weatherford 

Cherry Park Community Center 
Main Room 
300 S Alamo St, Weatherford, TX 
 

Grace First Presbyterian Church 
Great Hall  
606 Mockingbird Ln, Weatherford 

Santa Fe Drive Baptist Church 
Family Life Center 
1502 Santa Fe Dr, Weatherford 

Weatherford College 
1st Floor Community Room 
225 College Park Dr, Weatherford 

Millsap Community Center 
Community Room 
102 Fannin St, Millsap 
 

Harmony Baptist Church 
Gym 
242 Harmony Rd, Weatherford 

Tin Top Community Center 
Community Room 
101 Old Tin Top Rd, Weatherford 
 

Parker County Precinct Barn #3 
Break Room 
1111 FM 1189, Brock 

First Baptist Church Dennis 
Old Fellowship Hall 
7600 FM RD 1189, Dennis 

Spring Creek Baptist Church 
Gym 
100 Spring Creek Rd, Weatherford 

Greenwood Fire Department 
Training Room 
1418 Greenwood Cut-Off Rd, 
Weatherford 
 

Morningstar Amenity Center 
Main Room 
128 Heather Wind Ln, Aledo 
 

Hudson Oaks Public Safety Bldg. 
Council Chambers 
150 Oak Ridge Dr, Hudson Oaks 
 

Cross Timbers Church 
Welcome Center 
601 Ranch House Rd, Willow Park 

Bear Creek Community Church 
Lobby 
18600 Hwy 377, Cresson 
 

City of Aledo Community Center 
Main Room 
104 Robinson Ct, Aledo 
 

Aledo ISD Admin Building 
Louden Room 
1008 Bailey Ranch Rd, Aledo 
 

New Faith Baptist 
Fellowship Hall 
3303 West FM RD 5, Annetta 

Parker County PCT Barn # 4 
Conference Room 
1320 Airport Rd, Aledo 

Lakeshore Drive Baptist Church 
Sanctuary 
200 S Lakeshore Dr, Hudson Oaks 

 

 
Voters residing in Somervell County: 

Somervell County Expo 
Main Entrance 

202 Gibbs Boulevard 
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EXHIBIT B 
EARLY VOTING 

 

Voters residing in Hood County: 

Hood County Annex 1 
1410 W. Pearl St, Granbury 

Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

Friday 

October 23, 2023 
October 24, 2023 
October 25, 2023 
October 26, 2023 
October 27, 2023 
October 28, 2023 
October 29, 2023 
October 30, 2023 
October 31, 2023 
November 1, 2023 
November 2, 2023 
November 3, 2023 

8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
7am – 7pm 

12pm – 6pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 

Voters residing in Johnson County: 

Johnson County Elections 
103 S. Walnut St, Cleburne 

Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

Friday 

October 23, 2023 
October 24, 2023 
October 25, 2023 
October 26, 2023 
October 27, 2023 
October 28, 2023 
October 29, 2023 
October 30, 2023 
October 31, 2023 
November 1, 2023 
November 2, 2023 
November 3, 2023 

8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 

7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 

Voters residing in Parker County: 

Parker County Courthouse Annex, Annex Kitchen 
1112 Santa Fe Dr, Weatherford 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 

October 23, 2023 
October 24, 2023 
October 25, 2023 
October 26, 2023 
October 27, 2023 
October 28, 2023 
October 29, 2023 
October 30, 2023 
October 31, 2023 
November 1, 2023 
November 2, 2023 
November 3, 2023 

8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
7am – 7pm 
CLOSED 

8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 

Springtown Senior Center, Community Room 
1070 N Main St, Springtown 
Peaster ISD Rock Gym, Back Room of Gym 
8512 FM 920, Peaster 
Aledo ISD Admin Building, Louden Room 
1008 Bailey Ranch Rd, Aledo 
Hudson Oaks City Hall, Council Chambers 
210 Hudson Oaks Dr, Hudson Oaks 
Azle City Hall, Community Room 
505 W Main St, Azle 
PCT 3 County Barn, Break Room 
1111 FM 1189, Brock 
Springtown ISD Elementary School, Auditorium 
416 E 3rd St, Springtown 
Poolville ISD Technology Building, Main Room 
16025 FM 920, Poolville 
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Voters residing in Somervell County: 

Somervell County Annex 
Conference Room 
206 Elm St, Glen Rose 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 

October 23, 2023 
October 24, 2023 
October 25, 2023 
October 26, 2023 
October 27, 2023 
October 28, 2023 
October 29, 2023 
October 30, 2023 
October 31, 2023 

November 1, 2023 
November 2, 2023 
November 3, 2023 

8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
CLOSED 

8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
8am – 5pm 
7am – 7pm 
7am – 7pm 

9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices

What is a Public Notice? 
- Defining Characteristics of a Public Notice -
A public notice informs citizens of government or 

government-related activities that affect citizens' everyday 
lives. A public notice has four elements:

Independent: A public notice is published in a forum independent of 
the government, typically in a local newspaper. 

Archivable: A public notice is archived in a secure and publicly 
available format.

Accessible: A public notice is capable of being accessed by all 
segments of society.

Verifiable: The public and the source of the notice are able to verify 
that the notice was published, usually by an affidavit 
provided by the publisher.
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AVISO DE ELECCIÓN 
 

 PARA LOS ELECTORES HABILITADOS QUE RESIDEN EN EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR 
INDEPENDIENTE DE GRANBURY: 
 
 TOME CONOCIMIENTO de que se celebrará una elección en dicho Distrito como se dispone 
en una ORDEN QUE CONVOCA UNA ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL PARA EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR 
INDEPENDIENTE DE GRANBURY debidamente aprobada por la Junta de Regentes de tal Distrito; 
dicha Orden expresa sustancialmente lo siguiente: 

 
ORDEN QUE CONVOCA UNA ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL PARA EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR 
INDEPENDIENTE DE GRANBURY  

 
VISTO que la Junta de Regentes (la “Junta”) del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Granbury 

(el “Distrito”) considera aconsejable convocar la elección de bonos que se ordena a continuación (la 
“Elección”); y 

 
VISTO que, por el presente, la Junta determina y declara que las mejoras estructurales 

anticipadas identificadas en la Proposición B pueden presentarse a los votantes habilitados del Distrito 
como una proposición única de conformidad con la Sección 45.003(g) del Código de Educación de 
Texas, debido a que estas mejoras estructurales serán predominantemente utilizadas con fines 
educativos y administrativos, ninguna de las cuales es el tipo de instalación descrito en la Sección 
45.003(g)(1)-(6) del Código de Educación de Texas; y 

 
VISTO que la Elección está sujeta a las disposiciones de la Sección 45.003 del Código de 

Educación de Texas, y que el Distrito contratará con el Condado de Hood, Texas (el “Condado”) para 
la administración de la Elección conforme a un acuerdo interlocal con el Condado (el “Contrato 
Electoral”); y  

 
VISTO que el Condado, por medio de su Administrador de Elecciones (el “Administrador de 

Elecciones”) de acuerdo con el Contrato Electoral, proveerá para la administración de la Elección; y 
 
VISTO que por este medio se determina y declara oficialmente que la sesión en la cual esta 

Orden fue aprobada estaba abierta al público, y que se dio aviso público acerca del horario, el lugar y 
el propósito de la sesión, todo como se requiere en el Capítulo 551 del Código de Gobierno de Texas. 

 
POR LO TANTO, LA JUNTA DE REGENTES DEL DISTRITO ESCOLAR 

INDEPENDIENTE DE GRANBURY ORDENA: 
 
Sección 1. Determinaciones. Las declaraciones contenidas en el preámbulo de esta Orden son 

fidedignas y correctas y se adoptaron como determinaciones de hechos y disposiciones operativas en 
este caso. 

 
Sección 2. Elección ordenada; sitios de votación. La Elección se celebrará en el Distrito entre 

las 7:00 a.m. y las 7:00 p.m. del 7 de noviembre de 2023 (“Día de las Elecciones”). La Elección se 
realizará por el Condado de Hood, según lo dispuesto en el Capítulo 271 del Código Electoral de Texas 
(el “Código”) en los sitios de votación designados por los Administradores de Elecciones de los 
Condados de Hood, Johnson, Parker y Somervell (colectivamente, los “Administradores de 
Elecciones”) de acuerdo con las disposiciones de uno o más acuerdos de elección conjunta y contratos 
de servicios electorales con cada uno de dichos Administradores de Elecciones (colectivamente, los 
“Contratos”) en nombre de dicho Distrito, según lo determine el Administrador de Elecciones del 
Condado de Hood. La ubicación de dichos sitios de votación se establece en el Anexo A adjunto. El 
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Anexo A será modificado para incluir sitios de votación adicionales o diferentes para el Día de las 
Elecciones designados por los Administradores de Elecciones y para cumplir los Contratos. 

 
Sección 3. Votación adelantada. La votación adelantada será administrada por el Condado. 

La votación adelantada se llevará a cabo personalmente en los sitios y durante el periodo de votación 
adelantada requerido o permitido por la ley, que se extiende desde el 23 de octubre de 2023 hasta el 3 
de noviembre de 2023, en las fechas y los horarios establecidos en el Anexo B adjunto. El Anexo B 
será modificado para incluir sitios de votación adicionales o diferentes para la votación adelantada 
designados por los Administradores de Elecciones y para cumplir el Contrato. 

 
Sección 4. Funcionarios electorales. La designación del Juez Presidente de la Elección, los 

Jueces Suplentes, los Secretarios de Votación Adelantada, el Juez Presidente de la junta de votación 
adelantada y otros funcionarios electorales para la Elección la realizará el Administrador de Elecciones 
de acuerdo con el Contrato y el Código. Los Administradores de Elecciones podrán emplear todo otro 
personal necesario para la administración apropiada de la Elección, incluyendo toda ayuda a tiempo 
parcial como sea necesaria para preparar la Elección, asegurar la entrega oportuna de suministros 
durante la votación adelantada y el Día de las Elecciones, y para la tabulación eficiente de las boletas 
en la estación central de recuento de votos. Por el presente, la Junta de Regentes autoriza al 
Superintendente, al Presidente, al Vicepresidente o al Secretario de la Junta de Regentes a celebrar o 
certificar en nombre del Distrito el Contrato con cada Condado, según sea necesario o conveniente 
para la administración apropiada de la Elección. 

 
Sección 5. Votación por correo. Las solicitudes para votar por correo para todos los residentes 

del Distrito deberán entregarse personalmente a más tardar el 27 de octubre de 2023, o pueden enviarse 
por correo a la dirección citada a continuación y recibirse a más tardar el 27 de octubre de 2023 (la 
fecha del sello postal no se considerará como la fecha de recepción): 
 

Votantes en el Condado de Hood Votantes en el Condado de Parker 
Hood County Annex 1 
1410 W. Pearl Street 

Granbury, Texas  76048 

Jenise “Crickett” Miller, Early Voting Clerk 
PO Box 639 

Weatherford, Texas  76086 
 

Votantes en el Condado de Johnson 
Patty Bourgeois, Early Voting Clerk 

P.O. Box 895 
Cleburne, Texas 76033 

 
Votantes en el Condado de Somervell 

Somervell County Elections Administration 
P.O. Box 1355 

Glen Rose, Texas 76043 
 

Sección 6. Boletas de votación adelantada. Se creará una Junta de Boletas de Votación 
Adelantada para procesar los resultados de la votación adelantada de la Elección, y el Juez Presidente 
de la Junta de Boletas de Votación Adelantada deberá ser designado por el Administrador de 
Elecciones. El Juez Presidente de la Junta de Boletas de Votación Adelantada deberá designar dos o 
más miembros adicionales para constituir la membresía de la Junta de Boletas de Votación Adelantada 
y, de ser necesario, los miembros del Comité de Verificación de Firmas requeridos para procesar de 
manera eficiente las boletas de la votación adelantada. 

 
Sección 7. Votantes habilitados. Todos los electores habilitados que residen en el Distrito 

tendrán derecho a votar en la elección. 
 
Sección 8. Proposiciones. En la Elección se someterán las siguientes PROPOSICIONES de 

acuerdo con la ley: 
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ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL DEL DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE 
GRANBURY 

PROPOSICIÓN B DEL DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE 
GRANBURY 

 
¿Se autorizará a la Junta de Regentes del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Granbury 
a emitir bonos del Distrito, en una o más series, por un importe total de capital de 
$151,725,000 para la adquisición, la construcción, la renovación y el equipamiento de 
instalaciones escolares, y para la compra de los lugares necesarios para instalaciones 
escolares, y los bonos vencerán, devengarán interés y se emitirán y venderán de 
acuerdo con la ley vigente al momento de la emisión; y se autorizará a la Junta de 
Regentes a imponer y prendar, y a hacer que se evalúen y recauden, impuestos ad 
valorem anuales sobre todas las propiedades gravables en el Distrito, sin límites en 
cuanto a la tasa o el importe, suficientes para pagar el capital y el interés sobre los 
bonos y el costo de todo arreglo crediticio ejecutado en relación con los bonos? 

 
Sección 9. Boletas. Las boletas oficiales para la Elección se prepararán de acuerdo con el 

Código Electoral de Texas a fin de permitir que los electores voten “A FAVOR” o “EN CONTRA” de 
la PROPOSICIÓN anteriormente mencionada, y las boletas contendrán dichas disposiciones, marcas 
y lenguaje exigidos por la ley, y dicha PROPOSICIÓN deberá expresarse sustancialmente como sigue: 
 

ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL DEL DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE GRANBURY 
PROPOSICIÓN B DEL DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE GRANBURY  

A FAVOR  ______ 
 
 
EN CONTRA ______ 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

LA EMISIÓN DE BONOS POR EL IMPORTE DE $151,725,000 POR EL DISTRITO 
ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE GRANBURY PARA INSTALACIONES ESCOLARES 
Y LA COMPRA DE TERRENO, Y LA IMPOSICIÓN DE IMPUESTOS SUFICIENTES 
PARA PAGAR EL CAPITAL Y EL INTERÉS DE LOS BONOS Y LOS COSTOS DE 
CUALQUIER ACUERDO DE CRÉDITO EJECUTADO EN CONEXIÓN CON LOS 
BONOS. ESTO REPRESENTA UN INCREMENTO EN EL IMPUESTO PREDIAL. 

 
Sección 10. Cumplimiento con la ley federal. En todos los aspectos, la Elección se 

administrará de acuerdo con el Código. De acuerdo con la Ley Ayude a América a Votar (“HAVA”, 
por sus siglas en inglés) federal y el Código, en cada sitio de votación deberá haber por lo menos un 
sistema de votación dotado para personas discapacitadas, y cada uno de dichos sistemas de votación 
deberá haber sido certificado por el Secretario de Estado de Texas como un sistema que cumple con la 
ley HAVA y el Código. El Distrito por el presente determina que los sistemas de votación a ser usados 
por el Administrador de Elecciones para administrar la Elección es tal sistema, y ordena que el Distrito 
deberá usar en sus elecciones dicho equipo de votación u otro equipo certificado por el Secretario de 
Estado de Texas. 

 
Sección 11. Obligaciones de deuda. La siguiente información se provee de acuerdo con las 

disposiciones de la Sección 3.009(b) del Código Electoral de Texas. 

(a) El lenguaje de la proposición que aparecerá en la boleta se establece en la Sección 9 del 
presente. 

(b) El propósito para el cual se autorizarán los bonos se establece en la Sección 8 del presente. 

(c) El importe de capital de las obligaciones de deuda a autorizarse es de $151,725,000. 

(d) De ser aprobados los bonos por los votantes, se autorizará a la Junta de Regentes a imponer 
impuestos ad valorem anuales sobre todas las propiedades gravables en el Distrito, sin límites en cuanto 
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a la tasa o el importe, suficientes para pagar el capital y el interés sobre los bonos y el costo de todo 
arreglo crediticio ejecutado en relación con los bonos. 

(e) Dada la condición del mercado de bonos prevalente a la fecha de adopción de esta Orden, 
la tasa de interés máxima para cualquier serie de los bonos se estima que será del 5.25%. Dicho 
estimado considera varios factores, incluyendo el calendario de emisión, el calendario de vencimientos 
y la calificación prevista de los bonos y las obligaciones propuestos. Dicha tasa de interés máxima 
estimada se provee con fines informativos, y no representa un límite en cuanto a la tasa de interés a la 
que se venderán los bonos o las obligaciones, o cualquier serie de los mismos. 

(f) De ser aprobados los bonos, dichos bonos podrán emitirse en una o más series, y vencer 
igualmente en serie, durante un periodo que no sobrepasará los 40 años a partir de la fecha de emisión 
de cada serie de bonos.  

(g) El importe total del capital a pagar con respecto a las obligaciones de deuda del Distrito a 
la fecha de esta Orden es de $76,845,000.00. 

(h) El importe total del interés a pagar con respecto a las obligaciones de deuda del Distrito a 
la fecha de esta Orden es de $29,553,374.50. 

(i) La tasa de impuesto ad valorem para servicio de deuda del Distrito a la fecha de esta Orden 
es de $0.1450 por $100 de valoración catastral gravable. 
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ANEXO A 
VOTACIÓN EL DÍA DE LAS ELECCIONES 

 
Votantes que residen en el Condado de Hood: 

El Día de las Elecciones, los votantes en el Condado de Hood pueden votar en CUALQUIERA de los sitios que se listan a 
continuación: 
 

Acton Methodist Church 
Youth Building 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy, Granbury 
 

First Baptist Church 
1851 Weatherford Hwy, Granbury 
 

 

Hood County Annex 1 
Meeting Room 
1410 W Pearl St, Granbury 
 

Lipan Church of Christ 
Fellowship Hall 
119 N Caddo St, Lipan 
 

 

Calvary Church 
4800 Glen Rose Highway 
 

Tolar Community Center 
120 Tolar Cemetery Rd, Tolar 
 

 

Pecan Activity Center (PAC) 
9145 Plantation Dr, Granbury 
 

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church 
2301 Acton Hwy, Granbury 
 

 

Generations Church 
5718 E. Hwy 377, Granbury 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
4530 Acton Highway 

 

 
Votantes que residen en el Condado de Johnson: 

El Día de las Elecciones, los votantes en el Condado de Johnson pueden votar en los sitios que se listan a continuación: 
 

Votantes que residen en precinto electoral 
N.º 1 del Condado de Johnson: 

Iglesia Comunitaria Chisholm Summit 
9705 CR 1016 
Burleson, Texas 76028 
 

 

Votantes que residen en precinto electoral 
N.º 15 del Condado de Johnson: 

Iglesia Bautista Bono 
6349 Bono Rd. 
Godley, Texas 76044 
 

 

Votantes que residen en precinto electoral 
N.º 30 del Condado de Johnson: 

Pabell6n del parque de la ciudad de Godley 
104 E. Allen Ave. 
Godley, Texas 76044 

 

 
Votantes que residen en el Condado de Parker: 

Los residentes en el Condado de Parker pueden votar en cualquiera de los siguientes Centros de Votación el Día de las 
Elecciones: 

 
Silver Creek United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
2200 Church Rd, Azle 
 

Azle City Hall 
Community Room 
505 W Main St, Azle 
 

Reno City Hall 
Community Center 
195 W Reno Rd, Azle 
 

Springtown Senior Center 
Community Room 
1070 N Main St, Springtown 
 

Legacy Church 
Lobby 
3591 E Hwy 199, Springtown 

Parker County North East Annex 
Court Room 
1020 E Hwy 199, Springtown 
 

Friendship Baptist Church 
Gym 
801 Friendship Rd, Weatherford 
 

Agnes Baptist Church 
Foyer 
350 Agnes North, Springtown 

Harberger Hill Community  
Large Room 
701 Narrow St, Weatherford 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Fellowship Hall 
 1500 Ball St, Weatherford 

Poolville Global Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
230 North Church, Poolville 

Peaster ISD Rock Gym 
Back Room 
8512 FM 920, Peaster 
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Whitt Fire Department 
Training Room 
4312 N FM 52, Whitt 
 

Bethesda United Methodist Church 
Johnson Room 
6657 FM 113 N, Weatherford 
 

Calvary Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
1900 N Main St, Weatherford 

Shady Grove Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
2470 W Lambert Rd, Weatherford 
 

Union Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall 
3451 Sarra Ln, Springtown  

Victory Baptist Church 
Youth Building 
1304 Fort Worth Hwy, Weatherford 

Cherry Park Community Center 
Main Room 
300 S Alamo St, Weatherford, TX 
 

Grace First Presbyterian Church 
Great Hall  
606 Mockingbird Ln, Weatherford 

Santa Fe Drive Baptist Church 
Family Life Center 
1502 Santa Fe Dr, Weatherford 

Weatherford College 
1st Floor Community Room 
225 College Park Dr, Weatherford 

Millsap Community Center 
Community Room 
102 Fannin St, Millsap 
 

Harmony Baptist Church 
Gym 
242 Harmony Rd, Weatherford 

Tin Top Community Center 
Community Room 
101 Old Tin Top Rd, Weatherford 
 

Parker County Precinct Barn #3 
Break Room 
1111 FM 1189, Brock 

First Baptist Church Dennis 
Old Fellowship Hall 
7600 FM RD 1189, Dennis 

Spring Creek Baptist Church 
Gym 
100 Spring Creek Rd, Weatherford 

Greenwood Fire Department 
Training Room 
1418 Greenwood Cut-Off Rd, 
Weatherford 
 

Morningstar Amenity Center 
Main Room 
128 Heather Wind Ln, Aledo 
 

Hudson Oaks Public Safety Bldg. 
Council Chambers 
150 Oak Ridge Dr, Hudson Oaks 
 

Cross Timbers Church 
Welcome Center 
601 Ranch House Rd, Willow Park 

Bear Creek Community Church 
Lobby 
18600 Hwy 377, Cresson 
 

City of Aledo Community Center 
Main Room 
104 Robinson Ct, Aledo 
 

Aledo ISD Admin Building 
Louden Room 
1008 Bailey Ranch Rd, Aledo 
 

New Faith Baptist 
Fellowship Hall 
3303 West FM RD 5, Annetta 

Parker County PCT Barn # 4 
Conference Room 
1320 Airport Rd, Aledo 

Lakeshore Drive Baptist Church 
Sanctuary 
200 S Lakeshore Dr, Hudson Oaks 

 

 
Votantes que residen en el Condado de Somervell: 

Somervell County Expo 
Main Entrance 

202 Gibbs Boulevard 
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ANEXO B 
VOTACIÓN ADELANTADA 

Votantes que residen en el Condado de Hood: 

Hood County Annex 1 
1410 W. Pearl St, Granbury 

Lunes 
Martes 

Miércoles 
Jueves 
Viernes 
Sábado 

Domingo 
Lunes 
Martes 

Miércoles 
Jueves 
Viernes 

23 de oct. de 2023 
24 de oct. de 2023 
25 de oct. de 2023 
26 de oct. de 2023 
27 de oct. de 2023 
28 de oct. de 2023 
29 de oct. de 2023 
30 de oct. de 2023 
31 de oct. de 2023 
1 de nov. de 2023 
2 de nov. de 2023 
3 de nov. de 2023 

De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 

De 12 p.m. a 6 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 

Votantes que residen en el Condado de Johnson: 

Johnson County Elections 
103 S. Walnut St, Cleburne 

Lunes 
Martes 

Miércoles 
Jueves 
Viernes 
Sábado 

Domingo 
Lunes 
Martes 

Miércoles 
Jueves 
Viernes 

23 de oct. de 2023 
24 de oct. de 2023 
25 de oct. de 2023 
26 de oct. de 2023 
27 de oct. de 2023 
28 de oct. de 2023 
29 de oct. de 2023 
30 de oct. de 2023 
31 de oct. de 2023 
1 de nov. de 2023 
2 de nov. de 2023 
3 de nov. de 2023 

De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 

CERRADO 
CERRADO 

De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 

Votantes que residen en el Condado de Parker: 

Parker County Courthouse Annex, Annex Kitchen 
1112 Santa Fe Dr, Weatherford 

Lunes 
Martes 
Miércoles 
Jueves 
Viernes 
Sábado 
Domingo 
Lunes 
Martes 
Miércoles 
Jueves 
Viernes 

23 de oct. de 2023 
24 de oct. de 2023 
25 de oct. de 2023 
26 de oct. de 2023 
27 de oct. de 2023 
28 de oct. de 2023 
29 de oct. de 2023 
30 de oct. de 2023 
31 de oct. de 2023 
1 de nov. de 2023 
2 de nov. de 2023 
3 de nov. de 2023 

De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 

CERRADO 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 

Springtown Senior Center, Community Room 
1070 N Main St, Springtown 
Peaster ISD Rock Gym, Back Room of Gym 
8512 FM 920, Peaster 
Aledo ISD Admin Building, Louden Room 
1008 Bailey Ranch Rd, Aledo 
Hudson Oaks City Hall, Council Chambers 
210 Hudson Oaks Dr, Hudson Oaks 
Azle City Hall, Community Room 
505 W Main St, Azle 
PCT 3 County Barn, Break Room 
1111 FM 1189, Brock 
Springtown ISD Elementary School, Auditorium 
416 E 3rd St, Springtown 
Poolville ISD Technology Building, Main Room 
16025 FM 920, Poolville 

9031
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9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
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Public Notices
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Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

Canyon Creek POA
Fall Garage Sale.

Oct 13-15, 8am-5pm.

Lots of misc houseware, dishes, chil-
dren’s clothes, toys, child’s desk, fish
aquarium, some furniture. 1301 N
Meadows, Apt 23. Sat, Oct 14, 8am-?

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
Rummage Room Open Tues & Thurs,
8am-2pm, First Sat. of the month 9am
-1pm 306 Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY
1801 Yucatan- THE PENINSULA NEIGH-
BORHOOD GARAGE SALE TRAIL.
Sat, Oct 14th only! Gate opens at 7am.
No early birds! Multiple homes partici-
pating! Lots of goodies! 1801 Yucatan

YARD SALE: GRANBURY 207 S Cherry
Lane- Christmas, home decor, crafters,
gardeners, misc.
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday October 14

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049
GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 200 Donna
Cir- Ashley Oaks community garage
sale. Oct. 13th & 14th. 8am-5pm.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY Foun-
tain Village- Saturday October 14th
Gates Open 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Off James Road

ESTATE SALE: GRANBURY 3902 Mon-
terrey Dr- Laguna Vista, Multi-Family,
stuff in every room of the house! Fri-
Sat 8-5, Sun 9-2, 10/6-20/8

507 & 508 Aqua Vista Dr- HUGE
Garage/Living Estate Sale. Fri 10/13,
8am-5pm & Sat 10/14, 8am-12pm.
Quilts, comforters, TV’s & computers.

Port Ridglea West Neighborhood-
Community GARAGE SALE - PORT RID-

GLEA WEST
Friday/Saturday, October 13 & 14
Begin at 8:00am and end at 3:00pm

each day. Rain or Shine.
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Votantes que residen en el Condado de Somervell: 

Somervell County Annex 
Conference Room 
206 Elm St, Glen Rose 

Lunes 
Martes 
Miércoles 
Jueves 
Viernes 
Sábado 
Domingo 
Lunes 
Martes 
Miércoles 
Jueves 
Viernes 

23 de oct. de 2023 
24 de oct. de 2023 
25 de oct. de 2023 
26 de oct. de 2023 
27 de oct. de 2023 
28 de oct. de 2023 
29 de oct. de 2023 
30 de oct. de 2023 
31 de oct. de 2023 
1 de nov. de 2023 
2 de nov. de 2023 
3 de nov. de 2023 

De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 

CERRADO 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 8 a.m. a 5 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 
De 7 a.m. a 7 p.m. 

 

9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices

 PUBLIC SALES
Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

stay connected — hcnews.com

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049
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FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/20/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917

6-month 4.45
1-year 4.60

4.353-month

EdwardJones® 
> edwardjones.com I Member SIPC 

Compare our CD Rates 
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured 

3-month 5.20 
6-month 5.35 
1-year 5.35 

L-

Call or visit your local financial advisor today. 

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS™ 

Financial Advisor 
510 W Pearl St 
Granbury, TX 76048 
817-573-6917 

• Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/28/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to 
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose 
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all 
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by 
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (OTC). 

FDl-1867L-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., LP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 

Taylor A. Mobly
Financial Advisor

401 Temple Hall Hwy Ste3
Granbury, TX 76049
817-268-9137

Ty Andrew
Financial Advisor

716 E Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-0488

Chad C. Carroll, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

2007 Rockview Dr.
Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-6115

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/30/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917

6-month 5.20
1-year 5.15

5.203-month

5.405.40
5.405.40

5.455.45

10/06/202308/28/2023. 10/06/202308/28/2023. 10/06/2023

24-hour Crisis Hotline 844-579-684824-hour Crisis Hotline 844-579-6848

Thank you for your support!
817-579-6866

You know there is suffering you don’t see...

CHOOSE to see.
CHOOSE to help.
Between September 1, 2022 and August 31, 2023, we provided services 
for 259 residential and non-residential clients. 139 were women, 109 were 
children and 11 were men.
We answered 944 hotline calls and housed 107 women and 58 children in 
the Ada Carey Shelter for Women and Children.

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELPHERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP
Please consider making a donation to support any 
of the various programs available at Mission Granbury. 
Learn more and donate at
https://www.missiongranury.org/donate 
or scan the QR code.

OCTOBER IS OCTOBER IS
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTHAWARENESS MONTH

Native Sun Productions. “Native 
Sun Productions is a multiple 

award-winning, full-service 
production company. With 

three decades of experience 
and a lifelong passion for 

quality and authenticity, Native 
Sun has built an extensive 

network of internationally 
known talent for every project 

and production.” Thank you for 
joining the Granbury Chamber 

of Commerce! 
COURTESY PHOTO

Tikiz on the Bosque. “VW & 
Cynthia are “Bringing Sweets to 
the Streets!” with Tikiz Patented 

“Surv-Board”. From the exotic 
Hawaiian beach themed wrap 
and the inviting tropical steel 

drum music, playing to the self-
serve “Surv-board” where kids 

and adults can dispense their 
own custom shaved ice syrup 

creations, The Tikiz Experience 
is fun for all ages!” Thank 

you for joining the Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce!

COURTESY PHOTO

“From Dream to reality. We 
are a small mom and pop 

marketplace specializing in 
charcuterie � xings. So come 

in and � nd everything you 
need to create an amazing 

charcuterie board for yourself, 
to share with others, or for a 

special occasion. We can even 
custom make your board for 

you!” Thank you for joining 
the Granbury Chamber of 

Commerce!
COURTESY PHOTO

C.J. Prater. We are very thankful 
for our amazing Ambassador, 
C.J. Prater. C.J. has served as a 

Chamber Ambassador for one 
year. When asked what he loves 
about being an ambassador, he 

said, “I love being able to meet 
new people and businesses 

along with having the ability 
to tell people about the new 

businesses that I have been to. 
I also love being able to help 

the community grow!” Fun 
Fact about C.J.: “I was the 2006 

World Champion Jump Roper!” 
Thank you C.J. for being an 

ambassador of the Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce!

COURTESY PHOTO

A Plus Roo� ng & Construction. 
“If you’re looking for a reliable, 
trustworthy, and e�  cient 
Roo� ng Contractor to tackle 
your projects, then you’ve come 
to the right place!”

COURTESY PHOTO

COMMUNITY 
BUSINESS

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

AMBASSADOR  SPOTLIGHT

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Troy Aikman net.
  5  TXism: “I double
      dog ____ ya”
  6  small biting fly
  7  sprint car org. at
      Abilene Speedway
  8  TXism: “smart as
      a bunkhouse ___”
  9  TXism: “happy as
      a ___ in mud”
12  TXism: “sharp as
      _  ____”
17  Taylor County seat
19  TXism: “hair trigger
      ______” (quick
      to anger)
21  old road in
      Nacogdoches: “__
      _____ del Norte”
22  increase the size
23  TXism: “______
      driller” (dentist)
28  TV award given to
      TX Carol Burnett
29  Dan Quinn to Mike 
      McCarthy (abbr.)
30  Texas Tech grad 
      Lakas was president
      of this Central       
      American country
31  _____ of beef
35  unarmed (2 wds.)
36  city dump: “____
      ___  ____ eyes”?
42  song written in 1941:
      “____  __  ___  
      heart of Texas”
44  on I-20, 23 miles
      west of 17-across
46  TXism: “a legend 
      in his own mind”
48  1980 song “Raisin’  
      ____  __ Texas”

 1  UT has the desk of
      this 3-name poet
  2  a Texas city, county,
      and river (2 wds.)
  3  Cowboy & Texan
      preparation
  4  shrimp catchers
  9  ship steering wheel
10  TX Pride’s “My Eyes
      Can ____  ___  __ 
      ___  __ You”
11  tell a horse to 
      “giddy” up
12  TXism: “table 
      grazed”
13  fall event in Dallas:
      “_____  _____ Fair”
14  music boosters

49  American multinational
      conglomerate
50  sheriff’s huntin’ party
51  Texas “Chicks” 3rd 
      album: “Shouldn’t 
      _  ____ You That”
52  TXism: “__  _ hog had  
      wings he’d be an eagle”
53  TXism: “a squeaky 
      wheel ____ the grease”
54  TXism for “disrespectful”
56  George W. party (abbr.)

57  TXism:
      “spread like
      gossip __  _ 
      church meeting”
58  TX George W. to 
      George H. W.

15  TXism: “tax
      wranglers”
16  Jayton is seat 
      of this county
18  “Gone to Texas”
      came to mean
      “on the ___”
20  car path (abbr.)
23  “The Pelvis” (init.)
24  noted female south  
      Texas rancher: 
      Mary ___ West
25  cattle auction
      indication (2 wds.)
26  PGA golfer Andrew
      who grew up in
      Dallas
27  shell of a flightless
      bird (2 wds.)

32  TX George Strait
      1991 hit: “__ I
      Know Me”
33  TXism: “it’ll __
      nicely”
34  TXism: “let ‘__ rip”
36  TXism: “____        
      beans” (in the pod)
37  TXism: “pay __
      __ never mind”

38  TX Tim Jo was in
      season 4 of “____
      __ Us”
39  “Ripley’s Believe
      It __  ___”
40  film spools
41  Oklahoma town
43  TX Ernest Tubb’s
      “___ Walking the
      Floor Over You”
45  TX Sam Rayburn’s
      birth state (abbr.)
47  “you never _____
      __ amaze me”
48  crafty
55  language south of
      the border (abbr.)

P-1659
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OBITUARIES

It’s not as well-known as 
Halloween, but National 
Retirement Security week 
happens every October – the 
third week, to be precise — 
and while it doesn’t involve 
ghosts and goblins, it does 
deal with something even 
more frightening: the risk 
of not being able to enjoy 
a comfortable retirement. 
Through various events, this 
occasion highlights ideas 
about building retirement 
security. What steps can you 
take?

Here are some 
suggestions:

• Don’t un-
derestimate 
your longevity. 
Consider this: 
65-year-old 
men can expect 
to live anoth-
er 20 years, 

while 65-year-old women 
can anticipate almost 22 
more years, according to the 
Society of Actuaries. And 
these figures are just averag-
es, meaning you could well 
exceed these ages, perhaps 
by many years. So, in think-
ing about how much money 
you’ll need as a retiree, be 
aware that you could spend 
two, or even three, decades 
in retirement.

• Don’t underestimate 

health care costs. When you 
retire, some of your ex-
penses — such as transpor-
tation, wardrobe and other 
costs associated with your 
career — will drop. Others 
will not and may even in-
crease. Health care is a prime 
example: Many people as-
sume that Medicare or their 
Medicare Advantage plan 
will take care of virtually all 
their health care costs in re-
tirement, but that’s not the 
case. Generally speaking, 
you could plan on spending 
$4,500 to $6,500 per year 
on health care costs during 
retirement, excluding the 
large expenses connected 
with long-term care. Your 
actual costs could be higher 

or lower, depending on your 
health, prescription drugs 
and supplemental insurance 
coverage, but make sure you 
plan for sizable health care 
costs in your projected re-
tirement budget.

• Contribute as much as 
you can afford to your retire-
ment plans. Try to put in as 
much as you can afford to 
your 401(k) or other employ-
er-sponsored retirement 
plan and try to increase 
your contributions when-
ever your salary goes up. 
You may also be eligible to 
contribute to a traditional or 
Roth IRA, which offers tax 

Start moving toward retirement security

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

817-573-1154

WILEY 
FUNERAL 

HOME AND 
CREMATION 

SERVICES
“Family owned
and operated”

GRANBURY
817-573-3000

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

@HCNEWS

CHAD CARROLL
Edward Jones 
Financial Adviser

Carroll

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS 
AND MONUMENTS, 
CEMETERY PLOTS, 

CREMATION GARDENS, 
MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS 

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and 
we’ll help you plan ahead 

& save.
(817) 279 - 7270

1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX

PLEASE SEE OBITS | A14

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY
Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.hcnews.com. Advance payment is required and you may do so online when 

placing the obituary. Obituaries should come from the funeral home. Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified with 
the facility handling the body or the church where service will be held. You must provide the contact info for verification 
when submitting the obituary. The Hood County News deadline for obituaries is 10 a.m. Wednesday for the Saturday pa-
per. Deadlines are subject to change during holidays.

Jerry Lee Carlisle
January 3, 1939 - October 7, 2023

Jerry Lee Carlisle was
born January 3, 1939, in
Meridian, Mississippi to
parents Pinkie Lorenzo
and Naomi (Riley) Carlisle.

Jerry grew up in Enter-
prise, Mississippi with his
brothers and sister in the
home his mother shared
with her sister and brother
-in-law, Bertha and Calvin
Dearman. He enjoyed a
boyhood filled with
chores, fishing, hunting,
Boy Scout hikes and camp-
ing trips. In high school he
played clarinet in the band
and was a member of FFA
and the Science Club. He
played baseball, boxed
Golden Gloves, and was
fullback on the undefeated
Enterprise High Bulldogs
football team. He also
found time to work at the
nearby Johnson Chevrolet
dealership. Graduating in
1956, he enlisted in the
United States Air Force. On
December 23 of that year,
he married Eloise Overby
in the Pine Hill Baptist
Church. From 1957 to
1964, his USAF assign-
ments were as a radar spe-
cialist in remote Alaska;
Syracuse, New York; Den-
ver, Colorado; Key West,
Florida; and Crystal
Springs, Mississippi. Jerry
worked for 37 years as an
adjuster in the insurance
industry in Louisiana, Al-
abama, and Texas. He com-
pleted his work with eight
years of catastrophe duty
with the Small Business
Administration helping re-
store communities follow-
ing devastating hurricanes.

Jerry trusted Christ as a
boy and was baptized in
the Enterprise Baptist
Church. Ordained as a dea-
con in his twenties by the
Florida Boulevard Baptist
Church in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, he taught
Fourth Grade Sunday
School for more than 25
years. He also led Royal
Ambassadors, a missions
education ministry for
boys and young men, for
more than 10 years. A
member of Lakeside Bap-
tist Church in Granbury
for the past 29 years, he
was a key leader in the
church's relocation, which
resulted in exponential
growth by the congrega-
tion. He loved his Pecan
Plantation golf buddies
very much.

Jerry Carlisle loved his
wife and his children, car-
ing for them and support-
ing them in every endeav-
or. He was the favorite un-
cle of every niece and
nephew. He adored his
grandchildren and doted
on his great-grandchildren.

His ready smile and con-
sistent kindness invited
friendships and earned
trust in every part of his
life.

The family is grateful
for the hospitality of First
Baptist Church of Burleson
and Pastor Ronny Marriott
in hosting the funeral ser-
vice.

Jerry is survived by his
loving wife Eloise Carlisle,
children Dr. Jerry Carlisle
and his wife Dedi and Amy
Carlisle Harvison and her
husband Mark; grandchil-
dren Randal (Bo) Ketchum
and his wife Tiffany, Laura
Harvison, Dr., Elyse Griffin
and her husband Jeffrey,
Collin Carlisle and his wife
Dr. Kerrie Carlisle, Caleb
Carlisle and his wife Jessi-
ca; great grandchildren
Trey Ketchum, Tucker
Simms, Sydney Forosisky,
Elliott Griffin, Troy Griffin,
Cavin Carlisle, Colter
Carlisle, Brenley Grifin,
Cooley Carlisle, Rowan
Carlisle and Caden
Carlisle. He was preceded
in death by his parents;
brothers Lamar, P.L. and
Wayne Carlisle; sister
Doris Little and great
granddaughter Emma Kate
Griffin.

Pallbearers were Collin
Carlisle, Caleb Carlisle, Jef-
frey Griffin, Bo Ketchum,
Jim Moss and Tom Taylor.

A funeral service was
held Thursday, October
12, 2023, at 1 p.m. at First
Baptist Church of
Burleson, 317 W Ellison St.,
Burleson, Texas 76028. A
visitation directly followed
the funeral service. Dr. Jer-
ry Carlisle officiated.

Jerry will be laid to rest
with military honors at
1:15 p.m., Wednesday, Oc-
tober 18, 2023, at the DFW
National Cemetery, Dallas,
Texas.

Those wishing to make
Memorial Gifts can direct
them to the Texas Baptist
Missions Foundation
(missionsfoundation.org),
7557 Rambler Road, Suite
1200, Dallas, TX 75231-
2388. Please designate
your gift "Carlisle
Memorial."

Charles Kelly Harding
April 14, 1948 - October 1, 2023

Charles Kelly Harding,
who was known by his
middle name, passed into
the hands of his Lord and
savior on October 1, 2023
in Granbury, Texas. A pri-
vate service will be
planned at a later date.

Kelly was born on April
14, 1948 in Pikeville, Ken-
tucky. His parents were
Aaron Goss Harding and
Ruby Sterling Harding and
they instilled in him his
love of God, Country, ani-
mals and family and the
importance of a strong
work ethic. His friends
knew him as a man who
could be counted on to
help at any time. He gradu-
ated from Hellier High
School in Hellier, Kentucky
and then enlisted in the
Air Force in 1968. He was
stationed in Thailand dur-
ing the Viet Nam War and
had obtained the rank of
Staff Sargent when he was
honorably discharged in
1973.

He completed two years
of college and worked sev-
eral jobs in California be-
fore making his way to
Texas. In 1980, he was
hired by Brown and Root
as a welder to begin con-
struction on Comanche
Peak Nuclear Power Plant.
In 1983, he was hired by
TXU as a mechanic and in
1986, he applied for the
position of a mechanical
maintenance planner. He
held this position until he
retired in 2006 after a 23-
vear career.

Kelly was a proficient
and avid bird hunter, skeet
shooter, wood crafter and
jack of all trades. There
did not seem to be any-
thing that he could not fix.
In his free time, he en-
joyed playing tennis with
his wife and friends. He
willingly donated his time
as a volunteer for several

years to the Memory Walk 
for the North Central 
Texas Chapter of the 
Alzheimer's Association, 
the Pecan Plantation Own-
ers' Association and the 
Pecan Plantation Tennis 
Association. He attended 
First Presbyterian Church 
in Granbury, Texas.

He was predeceased in 
death by his parents Aaron 
Goss Harding and Ruby 
Sterling Harding his sister 
Eva Harding Belcher and 
his brother Aaron G. Hard-
ing.

He is survived by his 
wife of 39 years Susan 
Spurck Harding his daugh-
ter Suzanne Harding Men-
doza (Leon), his sister Ellen 
Harding Gentry (John), 
granddaughters Cheyenna 
Mendoza, Sierra Mendoza 
Kirk (Jessy) and Mollie 
Mendoza, and great-
grandson Eliot Kirk. He is 
also survived by numerous 
cousins, nieces, nephews 
and in-laws.

Should contributions in 
his memory be desired, 
suggested charities are 
The North Central Texas 
Chapter of the Alzheimer's 
Association, 2630 West 
Freeway, Suite 100, Fort 
Worth, Texas 76102-7117 
or The Friends for Ani-
mals, 2885 Fall Creek 
Highway, Granbury, Texas 
76049.

James Alvin Weaver
January 21, 1936 - October 3, 2023

James Alvin Weaver, 87,
of Comanche and formerly
of De Leon, passed from
this life October 3, 2023,
with his loving family at
his side. He was born Jan-
uary 21, 1936, in Gorman,
Texas to Estel Weaver and
Lois Mauney Weaver.
James married his loving
wife of 68 years on August
8, 1955.

James was raised in De
Leon and attended De
Leon schools. James was
baptized in Johnson Bap-
tist Church (now Liberty
Baptist Church in the
Rucker community) as a
young boy and later at-
tended Duster Baptist
Church. In his later years
he attended St. Joe Baptist
Church. After he and Mary
married, they moved to
Fort Worth where James
was employed with Gener-
al Dynamics for several
years. He later worked for
Bell Helicopter where he
retired after decades of
service and commitment.
After living in Fort Worth
for many years, James and
Mary returned home to
DeLeon to be near family
and to help out with the
family farm. They eventu-
ally moved to Lake
Granbury.

He loved his retirement
time there where he was
able to boat and fish every
day with Mary at his side.
He also loved to hunt deer,
dove, and quail. Another
favorite activity was gar-
dening and he loved
spending time outdoors as
much as possible. They
once again returned home
to De Leon to live on the
farm and then eventually
made one last move to Co-
manche to reside near
their only daughter. He
was always a devoted hus-
band, father, and grandfa-

ther who worked tirelessly
to make sure his family
had the best life possible.
He was a special friend to
many and will be missed
beyond measure.

James is survived by his
loving and devoted wife,
Mary Lou Johnson Weaver;
daughter, Christy Leigh
Chester and husband, Jim-
my Don Chester; grand-
daughter, Alex Peyton
Chester; and other extend-
ed family. He has been re-
united with his parents,
and sister, Johnnie Lois
Weaver.

The Weaver family re-
ceived friends for visita-
tion Friday, October 6,
2023, from 1 to 2 p.m. at
Nowlin Anders Funeral
Chapel. Funeral services
began at 2 p.m. with Broth-
er Jim Farley officiating.
Interment followed in De
Leon Cemetery. Serving as
pallbearers were Teddy
Bridier, Sam Robinett, Jim-
my Mahan, John Hodges,
Randy Barnes, and George
Froneberger. Jackie
Pounds was an honorary
pallbearer.

If desired, memorial
contributions may be
made to the charity of
your choice in memory of
James. Condolences may
be offered online at
www.nowlinandersfh.com.

William Prater, Jr.
January 10, 1956 - October 4, 2023

William Floyd Prater, Jr.,
67, passed away October 4,
2023 in Weatherford,
Texas. A service will be
held on Thursday, October
12, 2023 at 12:30 p.m. at
St Frances Cabrini Catholic
Church. The interment will
follow at Holly Hills Memo-
rial Park.

Bill was born January
10, 1956 in Fort Worth,
Texas to William Floyd
Prater, Sr., and Margaret
Ann Boyle. Bill attended
Tarleton State University
in Stephenville, Texas
where he received a bache-
lor's degree in teaching.
Bill was a member of St.
Frances Cabrini Catholic
Church of Granbury.

Bill is survived by his
dad, William Prater Sr.; sis-

ter: Beth Martin; brothers:
Tim Prater and Tom
Prater; and numerous lov-
ing family members.

In lieu of flowers, make
a memorial donation in
Bill's name to the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association.
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EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Do you or someone 
you know have a problem 
with alcohol? Meetings daily 
at 10 a.m., noon, and 7 p.m. at 
1205 Lipan Hwy, Granbury. 

ACTON 12-STEP Group. 
Meeting daily at 7 p.m. 3609 
Acton Highway (behind Mad-
ison Park). 

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Al-
coholics Anonymous. Closed 
discussion for women only. 
Meets every Saturday at 10 
a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For 
more information, call 317-
772-8124. 

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Life is 
a grief support group for 
those who have lost a loved 
one through death. This in-
cludes the loss of a spouse, 
child, parent, sibling, or close 
friend. For the past 26 years, 
this group has helped people 
work through their grief pro-
cess. If you, or someone you 
know, is suffering from the 
loss of a loved one, come or 

bring them to our next ses-
sion. We are Christian-based, 
nondenominational, and wel-
come all who are suffering. 
We meet from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Sundays in the Parish Hall 
of St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
Church. For more informa-
tion, call Ben Bradley at: 575-
706-5703 or Sherry Bingham 
817-657-0822. 

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON 
group meets every Monday 
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian 
Church, Fellowship Hall, west 
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St. 

GRIEF CONNECTION, a dis-
cussion-based support group 
for anyone grieving any loss. 
We meet on Mondays, 6:00-
7:30 p.m., Sept. 11 to Oct. 30. 
First Christian Church, 2109 
W. US Hwy 377, enter on the 
side by Tractor Supply. For 
info, call Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833 

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury, from 12:30 p.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. A non-contact 

boxing and fitness program 
designed for people with 
Parkinson’s. First Christian 
Church, 2109 W. U.S. High-
way 377 (next door to Tractor 
Supply).  

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK 
seminar Sept 13. -  Dec. 13, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Presented by StoneWater 
Church, Granbury, this pro-
gram is a support group de-
signed to help rebuild lives. 
Book for course, $20, “Finding 
hope after the loss of a loved 
one.” Register: GriefShare.
StoneWaterChurch.com or 
call 817-579-9175. 

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly 
Social Hour Net. All licensed 
Amateur Radio Operators 
welcome. 7 p.m., on the 
147.240 MHz Repeater, +600 
offset, PL 162.2.  

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensi-
bly (TOPS), from 8:45 a.m. to 
10:45 a.m. Lakeside Baptist 
Church, room 133C, 500 W. 
Bluebonnet Drive. Maximum 
weight scale: 400 pounds. 

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY 
seminar and support recov-

ery seminar and support 
group meets at 10 a.m. at 
Interim Hospice, 1314 Paluxy 
Drive, Suite 200. Childcare is 
not provided.  Fee for Grief-
share workbook is $15. De-
tails: 817-573-7474. 

RE ENGAGE marriage Enrich-
ment meets every Thursday 
at 6:30 p.m. at StoneWater 
Church in Granbury. For more 
information, email to paige.
kitchens@stonewaterchurch.
com. 

EVERY FRIDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury, from 12:30 p.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. A non-contact 
boxing and fitness program 
designed for people with 
Parkinson’s. First Christian 
Church, 2109 W. U.S. High-
way 377 (next door to Tractor 
Supply).  

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355. 

FIRST TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, from 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the 
1894 Building at Acton Bap-
tist Church, 3500 Fall Creek 
Highway. For caregivers, 
family members, friends, and 
anyone in the community. 
Details: 817-326-4693. 

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT breakfast 
for anyone grieving the loss 
of someone they love at 10 
a.m., Fuzzy’s off the Square. 
Details: Amy or Danny 
Dwight.  817-894-2449 or 817-
219-9833. 

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355. 

WAMS (WESTERN Area 
Modeling Society) radio con-
trol club meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at Spring Creek BBQ, 317 W 
US Hwy 377. R/C aircraft, cars, 
boats, gliders, helicopters, 
etc. Details: 817-475-2194 

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, from 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the 
1894 Building at Acton Bap-
tist Church, 3500 Fall Creek 
Highway. For caregivers, 
family members, friends, and 
anyone in the community. 
Details: 817-326-4693. 

FOURTH TUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone 
Terrace, 916 E. U.S. Highway 
377.  Open for those with 
Parkinson‘s and their families 
wanting to understand more 
about this disease. Details: 
817-999-1470. 

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for 
anyone grieving a loss in their 
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast.  Please 
join us for conversation and 
community. Location varies. 
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833. 

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to 
calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.
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Maureen Rogers
LaFont Anderson
May 8, 1928 - October 1, 2023

Born May 8, 1928 to
Clarence and Maudie
Rogers in Portageville, Mis-
souri.

She passed from this
earth, at her residence in
Cape Girardeau, Missouri
on Sunday October 1,
2023, at 95 years young.

In 1946, she married
Samuel "Gene" LaFont at
Saint Eustatius Catholic
Church, Portageville, MO.

Born to "Gene" and Mau-
reen, were their sons-Rick-
ey LaFont, Cape Girardeau
and Patrick LaFont, Sike-
ston, Missouri who sur-
vives.

Also, survives- daughter-
in-law, Terry Brewer-La-
Font, Sikeston.

Grandson- Lance (Tara)
LaFont, Oxford, Mississippi

Step-grandson- Jared
(Ashley) Brewer, Sikeston.

Great-granddaughters-
Brie and Wesley Claire La-
Font, Oxford, MS

Sister- Polly (Alan) Ward,
Gainesville, Florida

Brother- Michael "
Martha" Rogers, Steele, Al-
abama

She will be missed by
many nieces and nephews
and friends.

In 1965 Maureen mar-
ried Torsen "Bugsy" Ander-
son in Fort Worth, Texas.
He preceded her in death
in 1995.

Maureen enjoyed life to
the fullest in DeCordova
Bend Estates, Granbury,
Texas. Golfing, bridge, and
entertaining and table
scaping were her passions.

She restored and collect-
ed dolls from the eigh-
teenth and nineteenth cen-
tury - She helped manage
the "Wagon Yard Antiques"
in Granbury for many

years. She relished and en-
joyed making custom " Pe-
riod" doll clothing and
sewing for others. An ex-
cellent seamstress until
the end of her life.

She was one of the coun-
try's renowned top "Period
Doll Collectors," having
sold to celebrities and all
that loved vintage dolls.

Preceding Maureen in
death besides her parents -

brother, Dale Rogers, St.
Louis and Imogene Clark,
Portageville, MO

Her inurnment will be
by her mother's grave site
in Steele, Alabama.

Maureen adored her cat
"Freckles" in honor of her
love of animals. The family
requests memorials to be
made to:

Sikeston "PAWS" Pet and
Animal Welfare Services -
1900 Compress Road - BB
Highway

Sikeston, MO 63801
or
Safe Harbor Animal

Sanctuary
359 Cree Lane - Jackson,

MO 63755
The Hutchings-Pender-

grass Funeral Chapel in
Marble Hill, Missouri is in
charge of the arrange-
ments for Ms. Anderson.

benefits and a wide vari-
ety of investment options. 
(Contributions to a Roth IRA 
may be limited based on 
your income.)

Once you reach retire-
ment, you can still make 
some moves that could 
help boost your financial 
security:

• Maintain an appropri-

ate investment mix. When 
you retire, you might be 
tempted to shift most of 
your portfolio into highly 
conservative investments to 
“lock in” gains and avoid be-
ing over-exposed to market 
volatility that could cause 
short-term losses. Yet, even 
in retirement, you should 
still own some growth-ori-
ented investments that can 
potentially help keep you 
ahead of inflation. In fact, 
it’s important to periodi-

cally rebalance your invest-
ments back to your pre-
ferred mix to avoid taking 
too much or too little risk, 
so you may want to consult 
with a financial advisor. 

• Identify a suitable with-
drawal rate. You don’t want 
to take out so much from 
your portfolio each year 
that you run the risk of 
outliving your money. So, 
you’ll want to determine an 
annual withdrawal rate that 
can reduce this danger. A 

common withdrawal rate 
to start retirement is 4%, 
but your own rate should 
be based on several factors: 
your age, size of portfolio, 
other sources of income and 
so on.

It can be challenging to 
make all the moves neces-
sary to help achieve retire-
ment security — but it’s 
worth the effort. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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these issues and learn how 
these propositions will re-
solve them. Detailed factual 
information is available at 
www.granburyISD.org under 
the heading “Election.” Turn 
out and vote, preferably ear-
ly. Whether you are a young 
family with children in the 
schools, businesspeople, or 
seniors who have benefitted 
from having a well-educated 
and strong community, it is 
time to embrace the future 
to help our children. Please 
remember, it takes about 3 
years to build a new school, 
and during that time our 
population continues to 
grow, so the time to act is 
now. My friends, please be-
come engaged to help our 
children prepare for the fu-
ture by providing them with 
the support they need and 
show our wonderful teach-
ers you value their hard 
work. Vote “yes” on Prop A 
and B!

Gene Auerbach
Captain, SC, USN (Ret)

RESPONSE TO MY 
FRONT PORCH DATED 
OCT. 7, 2023

Hello Sam. I am writing 
this letter is response to the 
inspiration I got from your 

weekly article. I related to 
the article and it reminded 
me of my youth days.

I am 84 years old, born 
and raised in Waco. My 
youthful days described by 
your friend from Abilene 
happened a little earlier. My 
dad died in 1945 in WWII as 
a pilot of a B-24 bomber. I 
was six years old at the time. 
After his death, me, my 
brother, sister and mother 
temporarily moved in with 
our grandparents. This was 
common in those days, 
as too many families lost 
their fathers to that tragic 
war. My grandparents were 
the “rock” upon whom we 
depended.

But boys will be boys. In 
the late ‘40s we were sub-
ject to the same youthful 
ignorance that caused so 
many of us to make youth-
ful mistakes.

I also had a gang of 
friends doing all kinds of 
things. There was no tele-
vision in those days, only 
radio. We would listen to 
such programs as “the 
Lone Ranger,” “the Green 
Hornet” and “Mister District 
Attorney.” I, too, along with 
my friends, got caught play-
ing with matches with the 
appropriate punishment. 
We used to play medieval 
knights using wooden 
swords and trash can lids as 
shields to do battle. We used 
to play “Tarzan” swinging 
from vine (rope) to vine in 

the jungle (trees), some-
times missing and crashing 
to the jungle floor.

One of the most idiotic 
things we did was to builda 
“secret cave”. In my friend 
Bobby’s back yard, behind 
the detached garage, the 
three of us dug straight 
down several feet with the 
intention of enlarging our 
cave. We even created a 
hoist with a bucket to get 
the dirt out. At the end of 
the day, before Bobby’s dad 
got home, we would cover 
the work up with limbs 
for camouflage. One day 
Bobby’s dad came home 
early and caught us “red-
handed”. He made us get 
out of the hole and stomped 
on the edge, causing the 
whole thing to collapse. He 
then made us fill the hole. 
When he removed his large 
black leather belt to admin-
ister the appropriate pun-
ishment, I took off running 
home, only to be subjected 
to the same result.

Just one more example 
of youthful ignorance. Our 
grandparents also had 
chickens for eating and 
eggs. I would go with my 
grandmother to help her 
gather eggs. I noticed that 
some of the eggs had a 
little “X” marked on them 
in pencil. I asked “Big 
Mamma” what that meant. 
She informed me that those 
eggs will hatch and become 
chickens. From that time, 

until way too late in life, I 
believed that the way you 
make chickens was to mark 
the eggs with an “X”.

I could go on, but you get 
the point. As a young boy 
you learned from life’s les-
sons; some were useful, 
some were painful. If you 
survived them all you be-
came a man.

To all young boys and 
girls. Enjoy life as it is pre-
sented to you.

Victor Flatt

GUIDELINES FOR 
LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

 Submit letters to www.
hcnews.com/forms/let-
ters. Letters must include 
author’s first and last 
name, and home address. 
Specific address will not be 
published.

Writers are limited to one 
letter every 30 days.

Letters should be 500 
words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing. All 
submissions to the Hood 
County News will become 
the property of the Hood 
County News. Letters to 
the Editor will appear in 
the Saturday edition of the 
Hood County News.

Questions: Call 817-573-
7066 or contact Publisher 
Sam Houston.

LETTERS
FROM PAGE A4

When you spend 
money with your 
neighbors, you 
are providing 
jobs, keeping 
money circulating 
in Hood County 
and helping 
create even 
more shopping 
opportunities as 
businesses grow. 

By shopping 
small, you are in 
fact shopping big 
for Hood County.
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‘Community-driven,’ customer-focused
Independent Financial celebrates fifth anniversary at Acton location
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

Independent Financial 
reached an important mile-
stone earlier this week, as 
employees and community 
leaders gathered on Oct. 5 to 
celebrate the bank’s five-year 
anniversary with a ribbon 
cutting at its Acton location, 
3301 Fall Creek Highway.

Although Independent 
Financial hasn’t been in 
Hood County long, the com-
pany itself has quite an inter-
esting history.

According to its web-
site, Independent Financial 
started 35 years ago in 
Farmersville and has since 
expanded to more than 90 
financial centers across both 
Texas and Colorado. 

Independent Financial is 
described as being “one of 
the strongest and most re-
spected banks in the region,” 
according to its website, 
with “community and com-
pany culture” remaining at 
the forefront of its business 
standard.

The website also states 
that through its growth 
over the years, Independent 
Financial has continued 
to “emphasize the impor-
tance of building meaning-
ful connections with every 
customer.” 

“We’re truly community-
driven,” Michelle Smith, 
regional manager for 
Independent Financial, said 
during the ribbon cutting 
celebration. “We’re about 
community. We’re a com-
munity bank. We do every-
thing on the commercial 
side, and we do everything 
on the consumer side. If 
there’s anything we can do 
to be a positive resource for 
your business, or anyone you 

know, or here in the com-
munity, that’s what we’re all 
about — and that’s what I 
love about this company.”

Ann Towles, financial cen-
ter manager for the Acton 
location, started her position 
at Independent Financial in 
July 2022 and said it’s an 
“amazing company to work 
for.” 

“It’s very much a commu-
nity bank,” she said. “We 
thrive on relationships.”

Employee relationships 

are also important to the 
team, as a prior employee 
of Northstar Bank remained 
with the company after the 
business was acquired by 
Independent Bank in 2018. 

“Although we’ve been 
around for, like Michelle 
said, 35 years, we’ve been 
here in Acton for the past 
five years,” Towles ex-
plained. “We have Nancy, our 
teller. She’s been here for 40 
years this year.”

What sets Independent 

Financial apart from other 
banks, Towles said, is the 
company’s business model 
of building partnerships and 
friendships with customers.

“We’re all about relation-
ships, and we’re all about the 
community,” she said. “We’re 
not going to give you a 1-800 
number to call whenever you 
have an issue with your debit 
card. We’re going to dive in 
and say, ‘You know what? 
Here’s my card. You call me 
personally, and I’m going to 

help you fix whatever issue 
you’re having.’ Even though 
we’ve been Independent 
Financial for five years here, 
we have kept those relation-
ships from Northstar Bank, 
because we have the same 
caring people who work 
here, who have been here for 
years, who have taken that 
standard and brought it to 
Independent Financial.”

Towles added the team 
is happy to be a part of 
the community and looks 

forward to the company’s 
growth in Hood County.

“We hope to see everybody 
here for our 10-year ribbon 
cutting,” she added.

For more information 
about Independent Financial, 
visit independent-bank.com 
online or call 817-573-5905.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Independent Financial employees and community leaders gathered on Oct. 5 to celebrate the bank’s � ve-year anniversary with a ribbon cutting at its Acton location, 3301 Fall 
Creek Highway.
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Part of Reagan’s proc-
lamation from 1988 read, 
“National observance of 
Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Awareness Month, 1988, of-
fers us the opportunity to 
increase our understanding 
of the great tragedy involved 
in the deaths of unborn and 
newborn babies. It also en-
ables us to consider how, as 
individuals and communi-
ties, we can meet the needs 
of bereaved parents and 
family members and work 
to prevent causes of these 
problems.”

Later in 2002, Robyn Bear, 
Lisa Brown, and Tammy 
Novak, who lost their own 
babies, wanted to create an 
entire day of remembrance. 
Through bipartisan congres-
sional resolutions, Oct. 15 
since then has marked a day 
of remembrance. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, one in 100 preg-
nancies will end in stillbirth 
in the United States, which is 
equivalent to 24,000 babies 
every year. 

A stillbirth is the loss of 
a baby before or during de-
livery. Both miscarriage and 

stillbirth fall under pregnan-
cy loss but differ based on 
when the loss occurs.

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, most miscarriages 
happen during the first 
trimester of pregnancy, 
which is the first 13 weeks. 
Non-Hispanic Black wom-
en and American Indian/
Alaska Native women are 
twice as likely to experience 
stillbirth in comparison to 
Non-Hispanic Whites, Asian 
or Pacific Islanders, and 
Hispanics.

“Miscarriages are very 
common and it’s not uncom-
mon for a woman to even 
have two miscarriages in her 
reproductive life and rarely 
does it have anything to do 
with women but rather the 
genetic makeup of the baby 
at the time. These women 
need to know it’s not their 
fault but lots of women do. 
It is never a punishment, it’s 
just life,” Kim Irwin, who 
serves as the executive direc-
tor at the Brazos Pregnancy 
Center in Granbury said. “We 
deal with this quite often. It 
seems to be that all the preg-
nancy centers are seeing a 
lot of miscarriages and this 

last year we saw more than 
the average we usually see. 
Hopefully some studies will 
be done about it. This is a 
traumatic time for a woman, 
and we always want to be 
there for them.” 

The center offers informa-
tion on dealing with loss, 
comfort, gifts to help with 
grieving, prayer and referrals 
for counseling services. 

Some ways to get involved 
include lighting a candle at 7 
p.m. on Oct. 15 as part of the 
International Wave of Light, 
participating in moments 
of silence, sharing stories if 
you have experienced loss 
and offering compassion or 
a listening ear for those who 
have undergone a loss.

For those who have suf-
fered a loss it is important to 
reach out to those closest to 
you for support, seek coun-

seling, and allow plenty of 
time to grieve and remember 
according to the American 
Pregnancy Association. They 
also note that men and wom-
en grieve differently. 

Parents or other family 
members who have expe-
rienced the loss of a baby 
between conception and the 
first month of life can re-
ceive a free March of Dimes 
bereavement kit by contact-
ing the Fulfillment Center at 
1-800-367-6630 or at bkit@
marchofdimes.org

For more information on 
the Brazos Pregnancy Center, 
call or text 817-579-1233, 
visit the website at bra-
zospregnancycenter.org or 
email bpc@brazospregnan-
cyclinic.com. 

The center is open Monday 
through Thursday from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. 

LAKE GRANBURY MEDICAL CENTER

COURTESY PHOTOS

Lake Granbury Medical Center and Lakeside Physicians welcome 
Kathryn Kline, M.D., and Casey Dean, D.O.

Lake Granbury Medical 
Center and Lakeside 
Physicians welcome two 
new physicians to Granbury

GRANBURY, TX — Lake 
Granbury Medical Center 
and Lakeside Physicians are 
pleased to welcome Kathryn 
Kline, M.D., and Casey Dean, 
D.O., to Granbury. 

Dr. Kline and Dr. Dean 
practice family medicine at 
Fall Creek Medical, located at 
601 Fall Creek Highway. 

Dr. Kline received her 
medical education at the 
University of Cincinnati 
College of Medicine in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and she 
completed her residency at 
the Waco Family Medicine 

Institute in Waco, Texas.
Dr. Dean received his 

medical education at the 
University of North Texas 
Health Science Center in 
Fort Worth, Texas, and he 
completed his residency at 
the Waco Family Medicine 
Institute in Waco, Texas.

Both care for patients of all 
ages, as well as helping them 
improve their health and 
wellness, both physical and 
mental.

Schedule an appointment 
online at LakesidePhysicians.
com or call (817) 326-3900.

Becoming more aware this month 
of pregnancy and infant loss
BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

I
n 1998, President Ronald Reagan pro-
claimed October Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Awareness Month. This month is meant to 
raise awareness and honor and mourn those 

babies who lost their lives.

COURTESY PHOTO

In 1998, President Ronald Reagan proclaimed October Pregnancy 
and Infant Loss Awareness Month. This month is meant to raise 
awareness and honor and mourn those babies who lost their lives.

hcnews.com
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Glenn carrying on family (running) tradition

COURTESY OF KARISA GLENN

Granbury freshman Jaxon Glenn is enjoying great success in his fi rst 
varsity season on the Pirates cross country team. He comes from a 
family of successful runners.

Volleyball led Lady Pirate to several positives
BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County 
News

F
or Brooke Marak, vol-
leyball has been a con-
stant in her life ever 
since she was little. It 

has led her to some excit-
ing experiences — includ-
ing a quest to help get the 
Granbury Lady Pirates back 
to the playoffs.

“I first started playing vol-
leyball when I was in third 
grade and honestly, I don’t 
remember what drew me to 
the sport,” Marak said with 
a smile. “I used to cheer 
as a little elementary kid 
and maybe because all of 
my friends were doing it I 
decided to give it a chance. 
I picked up volleyball and 
never looked back.

“Volleyball was the only 
constant in my life as my 
family and I moved from 
Austin to Granbury during 
the middle of my sixth-grade 
school year. It was a way 
for me to meet new people, 
make new friends, and to 
just be on a team.”

GOOD TIMING
Marak, a right-side hit-

ter/middle blocker, joined 
the varsity squad for the 
first time this season, and 
the timing couldn’t have 
been better for her. The 
Lady Pirates look good for 
a return to the playoffs and 
Marak’s play is one of the 
reasons.

“Brooke is a smart player. 
She is really good with place-
ment, and that is definitely 
an asset to the team,” Lady 
Pirates coach Desiree Shahan 
said.

After a slow start, 
Granbury went on a win 
streak in District 5-5A that 
included a victory over de-
fending league champion 
and state-ranked Northwest.

“We really showed up and 
showed out for that game. 
Playing that game was one 

of the most exciting games 
I think I’ve ever played in,” 
she said “Our season did 
start out a little rough; with 
tough preseason games it 
makes for a difficult time. 

“Ever since district has 
started we have really got 
our minds right and we are 
determined to make it into 
playoffs and hopefully far 
in.”

Marak made her return 
from an injury in that match. 
It was a triumphant return 

as she posted a dozen kills 
and three blocks in the 
come-from-behind victory.

She had a collateral liga-
ment tear in her left ring 
finger. She was out almost 
three weeks.

“I was playing defense and 
I didn’t get my hands up fast 
enough and got my fingers 
jammed by the ball,” she 
said.

But even being injured 
didn’t stop Marak from help-
ing the team win.

“Even when she was out, 
she was still able to push 
our team by challenging her 
teammates with her aggres-
sive serves in practice to 
help push our team in serve-
receive,” Shahan said. “She 
also had a vital role in the 
squad talking to her hitters 
about what was open.”

Before joining the varsity, 
Marak received Offensive 
and Co-Offensive Player of 
the Year awards on the ju-
nior varsity.

OTHER SPORTS
While volleyball is her 

first love, Marak has played 
other sports. Last season 
she threw the discus and 
lettered on the varsity track 
team.

“I have thrown since my 
sophomore year and I plan 
to throw again this year,” 
she said.

Then, she added with a 
laugh, “I played softball my 
freshman year but it’s best 
left forgotten.”

CLUB AND COLLEGE
Marak also plays for 

the Fort Worth Fire vol-
leyball club. Last season 
they advanced to regional 
competition.

“I grew a lot in my mental 
game and my court aware-
ness. That is a huge success 
to me. I am excited to fin-
ish off my club years with 
212 volleyball club (in Fort 
Worth),” she said.  

She’s not finished playing 
volleyball after her days as 
a Lady Pirate are over. She 
will attend Brevard College 
in North Carolina where she 
will major in biology.

“I have always had a pas-
sion for science and I love 
learning the inner workings 
of things,” she said. “While 
I attend college I will also 
continue my volleyball ca-
reer there as well. I love the 
coaches and I can’t wait to be 
a Tornado!”

Lipan, Tolar runners advance to regionals

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

Brooke Marak shaking hands with Azle High School volleyball players after the game on Sept.  26, 2023 

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County 
News

The Lipan boys were sec-
ond and the girls third at 
the District 11-2A Meet in 
Lipan Monday. Tolar’s boys 
were fourth and the girls 
were fifth.

Both Lipan teams now 
advance to the Class 2A 
Region II Meet at Lynn Creek 
Park in Grand Prairie on Oct. 
24. They will be joined by 
Tolar’s Hunter Keith, who 
qualified individually. The 
top three teams and top 10 
individuals (some on quali-
fying teams) advanced to 
regionals.

From regionals, the top 
four teams and the top 10 
individuals not on those 
teams will advance to state 
at Old Settlers Park in 
Round Rock on Nov. 4.

The Indians scored 54 
points to trail only Poolville 
with 31.

“I believe we ran very 
well at our district meet. 
All the teams in our district 
showed up ready to run 
and made it a very competi-
tive day,” Indians coach Ty 
Johnston said. “We were 
lucky enough to make it out 
for regionals and are very 
excited to keep working 
hard and are hoping to ex-
tend this season for as long 
as possible.”

The Lady Indians scored 
56 points, trailing champion 
DeLeon with 44 and runner-
up Santo with 51. 

“Our district is very tough 
and our girls competed well 
to survive and advance,” 
Lady Indians coach Misty 
Little said. “We are very 
excited to get the opportu-
nity to compete as a team at 
regionals.”

The Lipan boys were 
led by Court Gaylor, who 
finished second individu-
ally with a time of 17:53.48 
over the 5K course. Wyatt 

Yates was fifth (18:15.42), 
and Colby Scott was 10th 
(19:13.92). Rounding out 
the Lipan contingent were 
Tucker Tims, 17th; Michael 
Bolfing, 20th; and Cash 
Bokenbarker, 28th.

The Lipan girls were 
paced by Annslee Tarpley, 
who was third over the 
3.2K course with a 12:58.22 
clocking. Jacy Bolton 
(13:14.30) was sixth. Also, 
Kinsley Robinson was 
14th, Taylor Branson 15th, 
Ashlyn Clark 18th and 
Harley Glover 26th.

The top five finishers 
comprise the team score.

For Tolar, Keith clocked a 
time of 18:07.58.

Bailey Gammons led the 
Tolar girls, finishing 12th in 
13:51.45. Olivia McClain was 
20th, Shadi Gammons 32nd, 
Kylie Carter 33rd, Mykah 
Kirbie 34th and Brittain 
Taylor 35th.

Also for the Rattlers, 
Ernesto Ramirez was 13th, 

Christian Noyola 19th, 
Andrew Wolf 22nd, Jaxon 
Boisjolie 26th, Connor 
England 29th and Relic 
Buckley 30th.

The Lipan JV girls 
won district as Addiline 
Lawrence posted a time of 
13:37.97 over 3.2K. Also, 
Zoe Bolfing was fifth, Jesse 

Yates sixth, Robinson 
Paisley eighth and Vegas 
Colas ninth.

COURTESY OF TY JOHNSTON

The Lipan boys cross country team qualifi ed for regionals after fi nishing second in the District 11-2A Meet Monday 
in Lipan. Pictured are (from left) Cash Bolenbarker, Wyatt Yates, Court Gaylor, Michael Bolfi ng, Colby Scott, and 
Carter Patton. Not pictured is Tucker Tims.

BY RICK MAUCHT
Special to the Hood County 
News

With all due respect to 
Bruce Springsteen, Jaxon 
Glenn was born to run.

And since he started doing 
so, he’s been the boss at the 
majority of meets in which 
he’s entered.

Glenn, a freshman runner 
for Granbury High School, 
comes from a family of run-
ners from his parents to his 
siblings. Once he entered 
the competitive realm of 
the sport, he’s been winning 
with more frequency than 
Taylor Swift turns out boy-
friend songs.

“My older brother ran in 
high school, and I went to 
his races and thought it was 
awesome,” Jaxon recalled. “I 
really wanted to follow in his 
footsteps, so I started run-
ning in seventh grade and 
have been running since then 
in cross country and track.

“Once I started, I realized 
I loved it, and I was good at 
it because I worked hard. My 

goal is to run at the colle-
giate level one day.”

In the meantime, most 
of his competition prob-
ably wish he was already in 
college.

He holds the Acton Middle 
School record for the fastest 
2-mile run at 11 minutes, 54 
seconds. In the fall of eighth 
grade, he played football, 
which he said kept him from 
competing at his best in 
cross country.

But he trained hard, and 
in the spring he was unstop-
pable. He went undefeated 
the entire eighth-grade track 
season, winning every race 
he entered in the 800, 1600 
and 2400 meters.

That springboarded him 
to the sensational freshman 
season he is currently hav-
ing as a Pirate. As of press 
time, Jaxon had competed 
in six meets with five top-
five finishes this season. He 
won the Birdville Flyin’ Hawk 
Invitational, along with two 
silver medals, one bronze 
medal and a fifth-place fin-
ish. His lowest finish of the 

season was eighth at the 
Paschal meet out of 211 
runners.

“Jaxon has a very high ceil-
ing. He’s very driven, has 
an extreme work ethic, and 
does all the little things right 
- diet, rest, stretching, taking 
care of his body,” Granbury 
coach Jody Brown said. “All 
those factors add up to and 
contribute to his success. 

“Most importantly, he’s 
strong academically. Glad we 
have him for four years.”

INSPIRATION
Jaxon said his inspiration 

is Roger Bannister, the first 
human to run a sub-four-
minute mile. He did so in 
1954.

“My dad told me about him 
as I started getting serious 
about running. I’ve done a 
lot of research on him. He 
inspires me to want to break 
the four-minute mile as well 
one day,” Jaxon said. “Right 
now, I am running about a 
4:42 mile, so I want 
to continue to get 
stronger and faster for 

track season.”
He also gets inspiration 

from his family. His older 
brother, Jayce, advanced to 
regionals in cross country as 
a Pirate, and his other older 
brother, Jayton, got there in 
track.

His mother, Karisa, ad-
vanced to regionals and state 
when she was a runner in 
high school.

“A new coach moved in 
during her junior year and 
started a cross country pro-
gram. That year, she and 
her team went to state to 
compete. I thought that was 
pretty cool,” Jaxon said.

BEST ABOUT SPORT
Jaxon said the thing he 

likes most about running 
cross country is no matter a 
person’s size or grade they 
are in, they can compete if 
they work hard enough and 
strive to be the best - two 
things he does consistently.

“I am the youngest on my 
team, but my entire team is 
encouraging, and they don’t 

PLEASE SEE GLENN | B4
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Finding Hope
BY EDEN DUNCAN 
GILBREATH
special to the Hood County 
Hews

H
eather Cleveland 
has been a staple 
of the Granbury 
scene for de-

cades both as a business-
woman, and as an involved 
participant in the local art 
scene. Cleveland was diag-
nosed with Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) in 
May 2021. On Saturday, 
Oct. 21, she will host an ALS 
walk in Granbury to sup-
port and provide funding for 
the ALS community, after 
hosting a walk last year in 
Weatherford — Weatherford 
and Granbury being her 
two “hometowns.” Here she 
shares with Hood County 
News readers the story of 
her diagnosis, struggles and 
words of hope in her own 
words. Cleveland is able to 
type her story by using tech-
nology that allows her to 
type using her eyes: 

“You have ALS.”
“Nothing can prepare you 

to hear those words or for 
the overwhelming sense of 
fear of the known and the 
unknown. You know what’s 
coming, but not exactly 
how or when. Every per-
son’s experience with ALS is 
different.

Amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis (ALS) — better known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease in 
the U.S. and Motor Neuron 
Disease in the rest of the 
world — causes the upper 
(brain) and lower (spinal 
cord) motor neurons to die. 
These are the neurons that 
signal voluntary muscle 
movement. 

Without those signals, 
your muscles begin to atro-
phy and cease to function. 

You lose the ability to walk, 
talk, swallow, and eventu-
ally breathe. There is no cure 
— yet.

Unless you opt for invasive 
procedures like a feeding 
tube or a tracheostomy, you 
are likely to only live an aver-
age of two to five years. It’s 
as if you’re in an increasingly 
constrictive straight jacket 
while your mind remains 
intact, unless you have ALS 
with FTD — frontotemporal 
dementia — a not uncom-
mon combination.

When my local neurolo-
gist delivered my diagno-
sis, based on my symptoms 
and a brain MRI, she readily 
admitted ALS was not her 
specialty. Within the week 
she had me scheduled for 
a confirmation diagnosis 
with a doctor she considered 
the top ALS neurologist in 
North Texas — Dr. Daragh 
Heitzman. He heads a multi-
disciplinary ALS clinic at 
Texas Neurology in Dallas. 

Diagnosing ALS is a pro-
cess of elimination because 
so many of the symptoms 
mimic other diseases. It 
takes a battery of tests, 
bloodwork, and scans to rule 
out everything else but ALS. 

One of the tests is an EMG 
where needle electrodes are 
inserted into your muscles 
to measure electrical activ-
ity.  A spinal tap is another 
diagnostic tool. It’s all as 
much fun as it sounds. From 
the onset of symptoms, the 
average time it takes to get 
a definitive diagnosis is 18 
months. For me it was about 
four months — only because 
I delayed seeing a doctor.

Sure enough, on May 3, 
2021, it was indeed con-
firmed I had ALS. At both 
neurologists’ offices, I felt 
like I had out-of-body expe-
riences. A preternaturally 

calm, detached 
me absorbed the 
information. 

It was a full 
week before the 
reality, tears, 
rage, and “why 
me?” finally hit, 
especially as I 
contemplated 
how I was going 
to let family and 
friends know. It 
wasn’t just my 
life that had been 
turned upside 
down and inside 
out. It felt as if the 
universe had just 
landed on me with 
both feet.

I suppose at this 
point I should explain the 
relevance of my experience 
to this article. But first a little 
background…

I was born in Hico and 
raised in Parker County on 
my family’s (maternal side) 
cattle ranch just south of 
Weatherford near the com-
munity of Tin Top and the 
Brazos River. 

Growing up a “4-H kid” — 
when I wasn’t on horseback, 
fishing, or looking after the 
cattle with my grandfather 
— I spent my formative years 
raising and showing rabbits, 
sheep and Dobermans while 
also developing a lifelong in-
terest in the arts, specifically 
photography.

After studying communi-
cations at Trinity University 
in San Antonio and photog-
raphy and art history at the 
University of New Mexico in 
Albuquerque, I got the idea 
of having a retail kitchen-
ware shop and began work-
ing on a business plan while 
still in New Mexico. 

It wasn’t that big a leap 
considering I’d spent most 
of my college years working 
retail jobs and had grown up 
learning a love of all things 
culinary from a particularly 
adventurous cook — my 
mother, Helen Cleveland.

My fondness for Granbury 
stemmed from my family’s 
(paternal side) connection to 
the town and many memo-
ries of times spent on the 
lake or the square as a kid 
and it never occurred to me 
to consider anywhere else to 
start a business.

So, in 1993 I founded 
and was the sole proprietor 
of The Pan Handle on the 
Granbury Square until 2016 
when I sold the shop. During 
those 23 years, I enjoyed 
prolific partnerships with 
Tarleton State University’s 
Dora Lee Langdon Cultural 
Center, and various chefs 
and sommeliers, to produce 
a series of popular culi-
nary and wine appreciation 
classes, tours, and trips. I 
also was an active member 
of the Historic Granbury 
Merchants’ Association and 
the Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce.

As a result of the classes, I 
developed a deep interest in 
the burgeoning Texas wine 
industry and in 2005, began 
studying viticulture through 

programs developed by 
Texas A&M University, Texas 
Tech University and the 
Texas Wine Grape Growers 
Association.

The Pan Handle is still a 
fixture on the square with 
its third set of brand-new 
owners and is celebrating 
its 30th “Panniversary” this 
year. 

I am very fortunate to have 
worked with so many won-
derful people who contrib-
uted to the success of the 
business. There are count-
less employees, customers, 
artisans, producers, and col-
laborators to whom I owe a 
massive debt of gratitude for 
their support and passion.

In 2011, I started Sanchez 
Creek South Vineyard in 
partnership with my mother, 
on the family’s cattle ranch 
and became a full-time 
“grape rancher” in addition 
to running the shop.

I was also a founding mem-
ber of the Granbury Wine 
Walk Committee, coordinat-
ing wineries and vendors as 
well as co-chairing the Sip & 
Savor event over the course 
of six years. 

In 2013, I joined the 
Granbury Arts Alliance 
(GAA) and was involved with 
the formation and accep-
tance by the city council of a 
public arts policy. This led 
to the successful petition-
ing of the city council for 
the creation of the Granbury 
Cultural Arts Commission, 
on which I served as chair-
person for its first two years. 

I was so thrilled and proud 
when the current commis-
sion members were able 
to complete the five- year 
plan begun by the inaugu-
ral commission and achieve 
the recent designation as a 
cultural district by the Texas 
Commission on the Arts. 
That was huge and a long 
time coming.

Also, as part of GAA, I 
was involved with the Moon 
Auction fundraiser created 
by Elise Techentine in con-
junction with the Harvest 
Moon Festival of the Arts 
(HMFA) during her tenure as 
chair of the annual event.

When she stepped down as 
chair of the HMFA, I happily 
took over the Moon Auction 
as a continuing fundraiser 
for GAA. It sort of became 
my pet project and every 
year I was overwhelmed by 

the generosity, talent, and in-
genuity of our local artists in 
contributing moon-themed 
artwork for the auction. 
It continues to be an even 
bigger success under the 
current direction of Teresa 
Houston.

What does all this have to 
do with ALS? When I got my 
diagnosis in May 2021, I was 
fully ambulatory, albeit with 
balance issues and a pro-
nounced limp. By November 
of that year, I was wheel-
chair dependent, only able to 
walk short distances with a 
walker. 

By the following March 
I had lost the use of my 
hands, and at the one-year 
mark in May 2022, very few 
people could understand my 
speech. I had what’s known 
as a limb-onset with fast 
progression.

Some people experience 
the opposite, their symp-
toms might start with their 
speech slurring — bul-
bar onset — and they may 
have slower progression. 
Everyone has a different 
journey, but in the end, ALS 
is 100% fatal.

In my case, I felt like I had 
been robbed of everything 
that had defined me as a per-
son. That was a dark place 
to be and wasn’t going to be 
sustainable if I were going to 
make the most of the time I 
have left.

Dr. Heitzman had several 
pieces of advice for increas-
ing both longevity and 
quality of life: a proactive 
and positive attitude, seiz-
ing every opportunity to do 
things while you’re still able 
to, belief in a higher power/
purpose, and not thinking in 
terms of having an “expira-
tion date” being key among 
them.

While I was figuring out 
how I was going to adjust to 
my new reality of being com-
pletely dependent on others 
for all my physical needs, a 
cousin happened to mention 
a young woman with ALS liv-
ing in Hico.

Her name is Sunny Brous 
and she writes an award-
winning blog about life with 
ALS (SunnyStrong.com). She 
was diagnosed at the age of 
27, and in the past 7 years 
has made it her mission to 
embrace everyone in the ALS 
community to let them know 
they are not alone.

She also has a social media 
presence — Talk ALS To Me 
— where she educates and 
talks about her efforts to 
spread awareness and advo-
cate for a cure. She has been 
all over the world and to 
Capitol Hill to testify about 
the need for more funding 
and faster access to finding 
a cure.

I reached out to her and 
after attending my first Walk 
to Defeat ALS hosted by 
Sunny in Hico in 2021, I was 
inspired to host a Walk the 
following year. 

With two lifelong friends 
as co-captains, we formed 
the team “Heather’s Heroes,” 
and had our first Walk to 
Defeat ALS in our home-
town of Weatherford, raising 
over $18,000. All proceeds 
went to the ALS Association 
whose mission it is to help 
discover treatments and a 
cure for ALS, and to serve, 
advocate for, and empower 
those affected by ALS to live 
their lives to the fullest.

We were overwhelmed by 
the generosity and show of 
support from the commu-
nity. And since I feel equally 
connected to both towns, 
I thought I’d try hosting in 
Granbury this year along 
with my co-captains — long-
time friends — Cindy Peters 
and Teri Ewing. I could not 
do this without them and so 
appreciate their willingness 
to dive in to help. 

We would love to see ev-
eryone who wants to join 
our walk of hope, awareness, 

COURTESY PHOTO

From left to right: Clint Calhoun, Heather Cleveland, Lauren Calhoun, Cooper Calhoun, and Carson Calhoun at the 
2022 Weatherford Walk to Defeat ALS

PLEASE SEE ALS | B3

COURTESY PHOTO BY VAL HIBBELER 

Heather Cleveland views artist Anila Agha’s work titled “A Beautiful 
Despair” at the Amon Carter Museum in 2022. 

COURTESY PHOTO BY AMY CLAPP.

Heather Cleveland 
photographed in 2018 Clapp.

Heather Cleveland shares diagnosis; 
Granbury ALS walk and hope for a cure
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Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!
			●		NO second visit
			●		NO need to get numbed multiple times
			●		NO goopy impressions (it’s all done digitally)
			●		NO need to wear temporary crowns for weeks and weeks

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr. Alexander Smith | Dr. Katrina Fisher

310 W. Bluff St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com
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Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
social media sites.

Myers of Granbury awarded scholarship at University of Arkansas

fellowship, and fundraising. 
There is a common saying 
among ALS advocacy groups, 
“ALS is not an incurable dis-
ease. It is an underfunded 
one.” Please join us in creat-
ing a world where no one 
ever has to fear the words 
“you have ALS” again.

As I learned to navigate my 
condition, my outlook has 
changed significantly from, 
“I’m dying of this disease” to 
“I’m living with this disease.” 
For all ALS takes away, it 
gives you clarity about what 
truly matters.

I have a lot to be grateful 
for: the love and support of 
friends and family and the 

constant and complete care 
by my mother; the drugs I 
take to slow the progression 
of the disease, which allows 
me more time with loved 
ones; and the possibility of a 
cure within my lifetime. I’m 
thankful for the technology 
that allows me to type with 
my eyes, allowing them to 
“speak” for me. And finally, 
I’m grateful for the recent, 
tremendous strides scientif-
ic research has made in un-
derstanding the underlying 
causes of ALS, and the poten-
tial impact of gene-editing 
and AI driven treatments. 
I remind myself of these 
blessings every day.”

From Heather’s team : 
Most people only know 

of ALS because of the Ice 
Bucket Challenge and the 

names Lou Gehrig and 
Stephen Hawking. The Ice 
Bucket Challenge is an ex-
ample of advocacy and 
funding that had a positive 
outcome. The Food and Drug 
Administration approved the 
first new drug in five years 
that significantly slows ALS 
disease progression and pro-
longs life. The drug develop-
ment was partially funded by 
the Ice Bucket Challenge. 

Every 90 minutes a person 
in this country is diagnosed 
with ALS and every 90 min-
utes another person will 
lose their battle against this 
disease. ALS occurs through-
out the world with no racial, 
ethnic, or socioeconomic 
boundaries. The purpose of 
the Walk to Defeat ALS is to 
bring hope, to raise aware-

ness, to provide resources 
and services to families free 
of charge, and to unlock the 
mystery of ALS. Families pay 
an average of $250,000 a 
year to support their loved 
one suffering with ALS. 

Heather and her sup-
porters would love you to 
join the Heathers Heroes 
Facebook page where you 
can find up-to-date infor-
mation. They ask that you 
please consider joining the 
team and “Walk to Defeat 
ALS.” The team is commit-
ted to raising funds and 
supporting those in the 
ALS community as well as 
spreading awareness of the 
urgency to find a cure. 

Anyone who joins the team 
and donates $100 will get 
an ALS “Unlock the Cure” 

T-shirt that can be worn at 
the event.

GRANBURY WALK 
TO DEFEAT ALS

Saturday, Oct. 21, 2023
9:30 a.m.
Granbury Square Pavilion
201 E. Pearl, Granbury

9:30-10:30 am: Check-
in, Visit with Heather, Live 
Music with Joseph Nevelle. 

10:30 a.m. Opening 
remarks 

10:50 a.m. Group photo
11:00 a.m.  Walk

Begin at Granbury Square 
Plaza, then walk past The 
Pan Handle on Crockett 
Street, left on Bridge Street 

to Houston Street, turning 
toward Shanley Park, con-
tinue on the walking trail to 
Memorial Lane/Firefighters 
Park and back. You may walk 
as much or as little as you 
like. The team is delighted 
to see a show of support for 
ALS and Heather Cleveland 
in whatever capacity. All 
proceeds go to the ALS 
Association to help discover 
treatments and a cure for 
ALS, and to serve, advocate 
for, and empower people 
affected by ALS to live their 
lives to the fullest.

To sign up and/or donate 
go to web.alsa.org/goto/
HeathersHeroes23

ALS
FROM PAGE B2

Submitted item

Members of Elizabeth 
Crockett Chapter, Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
(DAR), were joined by mem-
bers of Brazos Valley Chapter, 
Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR), along with 
neighbors, family and friends, 
adults and children alike, 
from across Hood County to 
commemorate Constitution 
Week, Sept. 17-23, 2023.   The 
week-long tribute consisted 
of visits to three local elemen-
tary schools, along with a 
program and bell-ringing cer-
emony held at the Granbury 
courthouse on Constitution 
Day, Sept. 17.  All festivi-
ties were arranged by Peggy 
Purser Freeman, chair of the 
chapter’s Constitution Week 
Committee. 

In addition to speeches, 
Constitution Week events fea-
tured reenactments of vari-

ous historical figures in cos-
tume and character.  Among 
the portrayals were:  Sybil 
Ludington, a sixteen-year-old 
who, like Paul Revere, rode 
on horseback to warn the 
militia of the approaching 
British troops, by Katheryn 
McGlathery; Ben Franklin 
by Robert Hollis; George 
Washington by Jim Hanlon; 
Elizabeth Bergin, a female 
spy, by Joan Bonneau; James 
Madison by Judge Earl “Dub” 
Gillum; King George by Steven 
Garrett; Thomas Jefferson by 
Ron Bonneau; and a minute-
man militia soldier character-
ized by Phil Harris.  Gary and 
Laurie Foreman presented 
Thomas Jefferson and Donna 
Thompson shared her fam-
ily’s involvement with the 
creation of the Articles of 
Confederation.  Speakers at 
the Constitution Day pro-
gram included Mike McAhon 

and Mark Forrest, with patri-
otic music provided by fid-
dler Ridge Roberts and vocal-
ists Steve Teel and the Brown 
family.  

The Constitution of the 
United States is the supreme 
law of the country and is the 
most important document in 
American history and govern-
ment.  Constitution Day was 
enacted by President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower on August 2, 
1956, from a congressional 
resolution petitioned by the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. President 
George W. Bush established 
Constitution Week in 2002.  
The annual commemora-
tion encourages citizens 
to reflect on our rights and 
freedoms afforded to us by 
the Constitution and our civic 
duties and responsibilities as 
citizens.

The National Society 

Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) is a wom-
en’s service organization 
whose members can trace 
their lineage to an individual 
who contributed to secur-
ing American independence 
during the Revolutionary 
War. Today’s DAR is dynamic 
and diverse, with more than 

185,000 members in 3,000 
chapters in the United States 
and abroad. DAR members 
annually provide millions of 
hours of volunteer service 
to their local communities 
across the country and world. 
DAR chapters participate in 
projects to promote historic 
preservation, education, and 

patriotism. More than one 
million members have joined 
the organization since its 
founding in 1890. 

For more information 
about DAR membership, 
visit www.texasdar.
org/chapters/
ElizabethCrockett/.

COURTESY PHOTO

Members of the Elizabeth Crockett Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), at the 
Constitution Day program, September 17.

Submitted item

Hannah Myers of 
Granbury was awarded the 
University of Arkansas Band 
Scholarship this fall from the 
Fulbright College of Arts and 
Sciences at the University of 
Arkansas.

This award was one of 960 
scholarships totaling $1.6 
million given to Fulbright 
College undergraduate and 
graduate students across 
four academic disciplines: 
arts, humanities, natural sci-
ences and social sciences.

“We want to celebrate 
Hannah for their incred-
ible achievement and re-
ward their hard work,” 
said Kathryn Sloan, interim 
dean of Fulbright College. 
“Hannah is an invaluable 
member of the Fulbright 
College family and the entire 
University of Arkansas com-
munity. We’re so proud to 
support their learning and 
research successes.”

This fall’s scholarships are 
made possible from the sup-
port of donors, who include 

alumni, faculty, staff and 
friends of Fulbright College, 
and aid students as part of 
the college’s commitment to 
student success. 

“Supporting our students 
requires a holistic approach: 
academically, emotionally, 
mentally and financially,” 
said Sloan. “The generous 
support of these friends of 
Fulbright College allows us 
to give our students those 
tools and resources for suc-
cess, and we’re so grateful 
for that opportunity.”

Each year, Fulbright 
College awards more than 
$3 million in scholarships 
to its students to support 
their academic success, 
including scholarships for 
study abroad, honors stud-
ies, research fellowships 
and more. Learn more about 
scholarships at fulbright.
uark.edu/scholarships.

About the Fulbright 
College of Arts and Sciences: 
The Fulbright College of 
Arts and Sciences is the 
largest and most academi-

cally diverse unit on cam-
pus with three schools, 16 
departments and numer-
ous academic programs and 
research centers. The col-
lege provides the majority 
of the core curriculum for 
all University of Arkansas 
students. Get the inside 
scoop on all things Fulbright 
College by subscribing to 
the digital Fulbright REVIEW 
publication.

About the University of 
Arkansas: As Arkansas’ flag-
ship institution, the U of 
A provides an internation-
ally competitive education 
in more than 200 academ-
ic programs. Founded in 
1871, the U of A contributes 
more than $2.2 billion to 
Arkansas’ economy through 
the teaching of new knowl-
edge and skills, entrepre-
neurship and job develop-
ment, discovery through 
research and creative activity 
while also providing training 
for professional disciplines. 
The Carnegie Foundation 
classifies the U of A among 

the top U.S. colleges and 
universities with the high-
est level of research activity. 

U.S. News & World Report 
ranks the U of A among the 
top public universities in the 

nation. See how the U of A 
works to build a better world 
at Arkansas Research News.

COURTESY PHOTO

Hannah Myers of Granbury was awarded the University of Arkansas Band Scholarship this fall from the 
Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Arkansas.

Constitution Week commemoration
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Tolar Friday Nights
Tolar High School Rattlers were victorious on Friday, October 6, 2023, during the Pink Out game against the Coleman High School Bluecats.

PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

Tolar High School Cheerleaders during the game Friday nightStudent section during the game Friday night for the pink out game

Student section congratulating the Rattlers after the game Rattler Saxaphone player during halftime Rattler Band Colorgaurd during halftime Cheerleaders doing a stunt during the game  

 Tolar Football player on the sidelines looking on ready to go Friday night

Issac Blessing with the quarterback keep Friday night against the Coleman Bluecats

treat me differently even 
though I’m a freshman and 
most of them are juniors 
and seniors,” he said. “I also 
love that it is a team sport 
as well as an individual 
sport. Your team can do 
well, and you can do well as 
an individual also.”

Jaxon is the second fresh-

man in as many years to 
be a standout runner for 
the Pirates. His teammate, 
Bryan Hailey, who is bat-
tling back from an injury, 
reached state and finished 
20th in Class 5A last season 
as a freshman.

Of course, Jaxon is hoping 
to duplicate that accom-
plishment and be running 
in Round Rock at state 
come the first weekend of 

November.

COMPETITIVE NATURE
Ever the competitor, 

Jaxon isn’t thinking of the 
wind blowing through his 
hair or the freedom of be-
ing alone in his own space 
when he’s running. He likes 
to win, and to do so, he likes 
to be aware of his surround-
ings at all times.

“When I’m running, I am 

always thinking about who 
is in front of me or behind 
me and how I’m going to 
stay in the lead or pass 
them on the course to ad-
vance in the race,” Jaxon 
said. “My mind is always fo-
cused on staying in the lead 
and finishing strong.” 

It’s a strategy that has 
paid off.

Jaxon said he’s given 
some thought to competing 

outside of school, but other 
than training himself and 
running some 5K events 
during the summer months, 
he hasn’t done so - yet.

“Starting this next year, I 
will begin attending college 
camps to help me achieve 
success at the next level,” 
he said.

He’s even competitive 
with himself when he trains. 
He runs at least twice a day 

- and he rarely takes a day 
off.

“Some days are long 
runs, some are for speed, 
and some are for strength 
training. They’re all very 
important in order to get 
better each time,” he said. 
“Although I’m only a fresh-
man, I know if I continue 
to put in the work, I can 
achieve success.”

GLENN
FROM PAGE B2
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Lady Pirates’ play has folks rejuvenated
BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County 
News

In the world of sports, a 
season of absence can seem 
like an eternity.

So, it’s no wonder coach 
Desiree Shahan and the 
Granbury Lady Pirates vol-
leyball team are excited as 
they near a return to the 
postseason after missing out 
in 2022. It was the program’s 
first time to miss the play-
offs since 2008.

But now it’s back to a fa-
miliar feeling for the coach-
es, the team, the school, and 
the community - and it feels 
great, Shahan said.

“The support and love 
that we feel from the 
school and community 
right now is amazing,” she 
said. “Everyone is onboard 
with the goal of us playing 
through November, and it 
feels great having so much 
support.

“The girls are putting the 
work in to grow, not only as 
athletes, but also as young 
women. We love this school 
and this community and ap-
preciate all the love we have 
received.”

The Lady Pirates fell out 
of a share of first place in 
District 5-5A with a 3-1 loss 
to league-leading Aledo at 
home on Oct. 6, ending a 
five-match winning streak. 
After a bye on Oct. 10, they 
were looking to start a new 
streak last night when they 
hosted Brewer (16-11, 3-4).

Against Aledo (27-8, 8-1), 
ranked No. 19 in the state, 
Rachel Poirier (14 kills, 9 
digs) and Sienna Watts (12 
kills, 12 digs) stood out on 
offense and defense, while 
Allyson McCabe had 16 kills 
and 38 assists.

The Lady Pirates (15-21 
overall) fell to 6-2 in district. 
At press time they were tied 
for second with Northwest 
(23-9, 6-2), whom they play 
in Justin on Tuesday, Oct. 17 
at 6 p.m.

The Lady Pirates defeated 
Northwest, No. 25 in the 
state, 3-2 when the teams 

met in Granbury on Sept. 22. 
The Lady Texans split their 
two matches against Aledo, 
and the Lady Pirates are 0-2 
against the Ladycats.

However, the title chase 
turns out, the Lady Pirates 
are in a strong position to 
return to the playoffs after 
missing them last season.

The Brewer match is 
Granbury’s last at home this 
season, barring hosting a 
postseason match. Following 
their trip to Northwest, they 
visit Azle (15-24, 3-5) on Oct. 
20 and Wichita Falls Rider 
(10-13, 1-7) on Oct. 24, both 
6 p.m. contests.

GRANBURY FOOTBALL
A pair of teams looking 

to keep slim playoff hopes 
alive will meet when the 
Pirates (3-3, 1-3 in District 
4-5A Division I at press time) 
travel to Killeen to face the 
Ellison Eagles (1-5, 1-3 at 
press time) on Friday, Oct. 20 
at 7 p.m.

Granbury was hosting Lake 
Belton (6-1, 4-1) last night, 
while Ellison was playing at 
Killeen (4-2, 2-2).

The Pirates were coming 
off a 49-15 loss at district-
leading Midlothian (6-1, 5-0) 
on Oct. 6. Running back 
Anthony DeBello had his 
best game of the season, 
rushing seven times for 96 
yards, including a 22-yard 
touchdown and a 54-yard 
run.

Also, quarterback Hayden 
Meyer threw a 31-yard touch-
down pass to Jace Kelley. 

The Granbury defense was 
led by Chase Cantrell with 
nine tackles, including one 
for a loss. Linebackers also 
stood out as Rylan Brenish 
had six tackles (one for a 
loss), while Augie Zapata and 
Matthew Gifford each had a 
sack.

On special teams, punter 
Christian Paddock averaged 
44 yards on four kicks.

“Midlothian is a very good 
football team. We made 
mistakes that can’t be made 
against a team like that,” 
Pirates coach Sonny Galindo 
said. “Our team has enough 

players that will continue to 
play hard and fight for each 
other.

Through six games the 
Pirates were outgaining their 
opponents in total yards by 
an average of 296-262. The 
offense was averaging 226 
rushing yards.

Eleven different players 
had carried the ball this sea-
son, led by Tyler Rodgers 
with 369 yards and five TD, 
along with Jadon Rogers 
with 306 yards and six TD. 

Meyer had 301 yards and a 
pair of rushing touchdowns. 
While the Pirates don’t throw 
much, he had thrown for 
four more scores and 417 
yards. His 17 completions 
had been spread among nine 
players, led by Carter Riley 
with six for 189 yards and 
a TD.

The defense had posted 
23 tackles for a loss, led by 
Brenish with five and Zapata 
with four. Zapata also had 
four of the team’s seven 
sacks. Brenish (50) and C. 
Cantrell had combined for 
97 tackles.

Daryl Cannie Jr. led the 
Ellison running attack 
through six games with 
239 yards and two TD. The 
Ellison defense has been led 
by Kesean Meeks (90 tackles, 
14 for loss, 2 sacks).

TOLAR FOOTBALL
The Rattlers (5-1, 2-0 in 

district at press time), No. 3 
in the state, returned home 
just long enough to make a 
statement with a 43-0 victory 
against Coleman (5-2, 2-1) in 
a key District 5-2A Division I 
contest on Oct. 6. Then, they 
were back on the road for the 
third time in their past four 
games at DeLeon (6-1, 3-0) 
last night.

Now, they are home again 
next Friday, Oct. 20, to face 
Bangs (1-5, 0-2) at 7 p.m. for 
homecoming. The Dragons 
were hosting San Saba (2-5, 
1-2) last night.

The win over Coleman was 
the second consecutive shut-
out for the Rattlers defense.

Meanwhile, the Tolar of-
fense got 261 yards of of-
fense and five touchdowns 
from quarterback Isaac 
Blessing. He threw for 141 
yards and three TD, along 
with rushing for 120 yards 
and two more scores.

His touchdown pass-
es went to Brylen Feist (3 
catches, 38 yards), Matthew 
Behrens (44 yards) and 
Braylen Rice (5 yards). Also, 
Clayten Stembridge had four 

catches for 42 yards.
Linebacker Drake Owens 

led the defense with a dozen 
tackles, while Ty McClure 
had eight, Jaxon Riddle had 
seven and Cash Clark had 
six. The Rattlers had seven 
tackles for a loss from seven 
different players. Also, 
Cutter Cain and Brooks 
Stone each had a sack.

Rice and Owens also had 
an interception each and 
Hunter Michels recovered a 
fumble.

Through six games, 
Blessing had eight touch-
downs passing with only 
two interceptions, along 
with rushing for 624 yards 
and eight TD. Running back 
Garrison Nation had 350 
yards and five TD rush-
ing, with two receiving TD. 
Behrens had 14 catches for 
244 yards and two TD.

Riddle’s 57 tackles was 
leading the defense with 
Owens right behind with 53. 
Riddle also had five tackles 
for a loss, while Clark had 40 
tackles with a team-leading 
two sacks. The Rattlers’ pass 
defense has forced nine in-
terceptions, including four 
by Stembridge.

TOLAR VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Rattlers (17-13 

overall) began District 8-2A 
play with a 3-1 road loss at 
Hamilton on Oct. 7 before 
coming home for a 3-0 vic-
tory against Hico. 

Standouts against 
Hamilton were Maddie Rue 
(13 kills, 12 assists), Allie 
Terrell (9 kills), Abbie Soileau 
(2 aces, 18 assists) and Senne 
Imel (7 kills, 14 digs). Imel 
was also named a standout 
against Hico.

As the regular season is 
winding down, the Lady 
Rattlers were playing at 
DeLeon last night and will 
host Hamilton on Tuesday, 
Oct. 17 at 6:30 p.m.

GRANBURY CROSS COUNTRY
The Granbury Pirates 

won a team title for a sec-
ond consecutive week as 
they claimed first in the 
Brewer Invitational on Oct. 6. 
Meanwhile, the Lady Pirates 
finished third.

Jaxon Glenn and Bryan 
Hailey led the way for the 
Pirates, finishing first and 
third, respectively. Glenn 
clocked a time of 16 min-
utes, 54 seconds over the 5K 
course, while Hailey posted 
a 17:09.

The Lady Pirates were led 
by Kambry Zschiesche, who 
was seventh in 21:43.

Also running for the 
Pirates were Bryce Young, 
13th; Aiden Lemens, 15th; 
Alec Wilkinson, 19th; Jacob 
Wolfe, 27th; and Aidan 
Turpin, 39th.

Also running for the Lady 
Pirates were Alexie Patrick, 
13th; Zaeda Sedgwick, 18th; 
Emery Kirby; Josefina Berry, 
26th; and Aubrey Ward, 
27th.

The junior varsity Pirates 
had two runners finish in the 
top 10. Sam Valdez was run-
ner-up in 19:41 and Kolden 
Rand was ninth with a time 
of 20:20. Nolan Segars was 
12th.

Presley Davis finished 12th 
for the JV Lady Pirates.

The race was held at 
Central Park in White 
Settlement, the same site as 
the District 5-5A Meet, which 
was being held at press time. 

The top three teams and top 
10 individuals qualify for the 
Region I Meet in Lubbock, 
Oct. 23-24.

GRANBURY TENNIS
The Pirates/Lady Pirates 

(3-7 overall, 2-4 in District 
5-5A) ended the fall team 
season on a high note as they 
defeated visiting Brewer 12-7 
on Oct. 3.

“After graduating so many 
last year and roughly 14 
players being new to varsity 
team tennis, we are really 
proud of how this season 
went this year,” said coach 
Athan Laskaris. “We im-
proved tremendously, and 
these kids were just a joy to 
be around. Coach (Debbie) 
Hiler and I are very thankful 
for the opportunity to coach 
them, and we really look for-
ward to getting to work with 
them this offseason.”

Granbury victories were:
Boys doubles - Roland 

Krause/Oakley Boyd, 6-2, 
6-2; Tyler St. Don/Colten 
Whitefield, 6-2, 3-6, 10-2; 
Justin Rios/Kaden Bohney, 
6-4, 6-2.

Girls doubles - Katie 
Childs/Ava Hamrick, 6-4, 
1-6, 10-5; McKenna Moreno/
Allie Kazmier, 6-3, 6-3.

Boys singles - Krause, 6-2, 
6-3; Whitefield, 6-3, 3-6, 10-3; 
K. Bohney, 7-5, 7-5; St. Don, 
7-6 (7-5), 7-5; Boyd, 6-3, 6-1; 
Rios, 0-6, 6-4, 10-5; Chase 
Bohney, 8-1 (did not count in 
team score); Braxton Bailey, 
8-4 (did not count in team 
score).

Girls singles - Hamrick, 
6-3, 6-3.

LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

The Tolar High School Rattlers coming  out after halftime during Friday's shutout game against the Coleman Bluecats.

Brylen Feist with a Tolar Rattler touchdown. Issac Blessing throwing the ball to number nine Julien Rodriguez.Grant Sherley waiting for the snap.

Isaac Blessing, with the quarterback keep, scored the game-winning touchdown for Tolar.
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Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — After a 
strong first half, Tarleton 
State wasn’t able to keep 
the momentum going and 
Southern Utah mounted a late 
comeback to take the United 
Athletic Conference matchup.

The Texans (4-2, 1-1 
UAC) fell 27-26 on Saturday 
night at Memorial Stadium 
in Stephenville to the 
Thunderbirds (2-4, 1-1 UAC). 
Tarleton led 20-0 at halftime 
and 26-14 in the fourth quar-
ter, but Southern Utah scored 
two touchdowns over the 
final three minutes to steal 
the win.

SUU QB Justin Miller found 
an open Targhee Lambson 
for a 12-yard score with 
2:55 left, then safety Trevon 
Gola-Callard forced a Kayvon 
Britten fumble, which Josh 
Lopez returned 23 yards for 
the go-ahead, and eventual 

game-winning, touchdown 
with 2:29 remaining.

Texan QB Victor Gabalis 

finished 13-of-31 for 152 
yards and a touchdown, toss-
ing his score to Jaden Smith 

from 14 yards out in the first 
quarter. Britten rushed for 
93 yards on 17 carries (5.5 
yards per carry) and a touch-
down, scoring on an 11-yard 
scamper to make it 20-0 in 
the second quarter. Running 
back Caleb Lewis carried the 
ball 13 times for 82 yards 
(6.3 YPG) and his first Texan 
touchdown, an 8-yard run in 
the fourth quarter to make it 
26-14. Benjamin Omayebu led 
the receiving group with 44 
yards on six catches. Darius 
Cooper played his first game 
since the season opener, fin-
ishing with three catches and 
38 yards.

Defensively, Kasyus Kurns 
picked off Miller on Southern 
Utah’s first drive of the game 
that set up Smith’s touch-
down for the Texans. Kurns 
also added eight tackles. 
Patrick Jones and Devin 
Sterling each led the team 
with 10 tackles apiece. Kyle 

Taylor had nine tackles and 
a sack.

On special teams, Adrian 
Guzman shined, going 4-for-4 
on kicks, 2-of-2 on field goals 
from 40 and 35 yards out. 
He also averaged 42.6 yards 
across five punts, including 
a 58-yard boot that pinned 
the Thunderbirds inside 
the 5-yard line. Deangelo 
Rosemond had three kick-
off returns cover 107 yards, 
peaking at 51 yards long.

Southern Utah was led by 
Miller’s 34-of-45 passing for 
314 yards, three touchdowns 
and an interception. Aubrey 
Nellems had a game-high 14 
tackles, and the Thunderbirds 
had three sacks.

This was the third all-time 
meeting between Tarleton 
and Southern Utah, all within 
the last two years. All games 
have had chaotic endings, 
with each ending in a one-
possession game.

Saturday marked Tarleton’s 
Legends Game as the Texans 
hosted the 2002-03 men’s 
basketball team to honor 
them with a special presen-
tation in the second quar-
ter. The coaches from that 
team performed the coin 
toss just ahead of kickoff. 
Also pregame, Tarleton 
State President Dr. James 
Hurley and Vice President for 
Intercollegiate Athletics Lonn 
Reisman gave a team-auto-
graphed ball to head coach 
Todd Whitten for earning his 
100th win with the program 
last week.

The Texans will play at 
Eastern Kentucky next, 
returning to Richmond, 
Kentucky, where they played 
two years ago. They’ll match 
up with the Colonels on 
Saturday, Oct. 14, at 2 p.m. 
at Roy Kidd Stadium, Eastern 
Kentucky.

Tarleton State University

GLEN ROSE — Tarleton 
State Women’s Golf won the 
title at Texan Match Play after 
a narrow 3-1-1 victory in the 
title bout against Stephen 
F. Austin after 5-0 sweep of 
Texas Southern in the first 
round at the Lakes Course of 
Squaw Valley Golf Course in 
Glen Rose, Texas on Monday, 
Oct. 9.

The match play event fea-
tured a Ryder Cup style scor-
ing method with the pairing 
competing on a per hole basis 
and the first to win more 
holes than the other with less 
holes remaining to play was 
crowned the victor.

The Texans swept Texas 
Southern in the first round to 
advance to the Championship 
Match against Stephen F. 
Austin, who was victorious in 
the first round against Prairie 
View A&M winning four of the 
five matches.

For the Purple and White, 
Mathilde Brogens won her 
match after just 11 holes 
leading her opponent by eight 
with just seven holes left 
clinching the match in favor 
of Brogens. Lou Deltombe 
was the next into the club-
house playing in the third 
slot and defeating Shawnise 
Gregory after 12 holes, car-
rying a seven-hole lead with 
just six holes to play. Elle Fox 
clinched the victory for the 

Texans as she was the third 
to finish with a victory giv-
ing the Texans a 3-0 lead and 
advancing the squad into the 
final round. Sofia Rodriguez 
competed in the top slot for 
the Texans and needed just 
14 holes to earn the victory 
over Ashlie Howard-Hobbs by 
six holes. Rebeca Fernandez 
was neck-and-neck for all 18 
holes winning by just one af-

ter the final hole.
The Texans claimed the 

title after a 3-1-1 defeat of 
Stephen F. Austin. Rodriguez 
clinched her victory on the 
16th hole to give Tarleton the 
championship.

Deltombe was the first 
Texan victory defeating her 
opponent after the 11th hole 
and winning by eight holes. 
Brogens clinched her second 

victory of the day after the 
16th hole taking a three-hole 
lead with just two to play. 
Rodriguez closed out the title 
also on the 16th hole to give 
the Texans the third win of 
the bout and clinch the title. 
Fox was narrowly defeated on 
the final hole and Fernandez 
tied after completing all 18 
for the second time on the 
day.

After the conclusion of the 
final round, Jimenez’s Texans 
were awarded the trophy in 
a mini presentation. Jimenez 
thanked Texan Nation for 
attending the match and an-
nounced that Tarleton State 
was victorious in the first 
Texan Match Play.

Tarleton State will be back 
in action in two weeks for 
the second of three October 

events starting on Sunday, 
Oct. 22 at the Little Rock 
Women’s Classic.

TARLETON RESULTS  
BOTH ROUNDS

1st Round
Tarleton def Texas 

Southern 5-0
Sofia Rodriguez (TSU) def. 

Ashlie Howard-Hobbs (TSO) 
Up 6 & 4 to go

Rebeca Fernandez (TSU) 
def. Lyla Vaughn (TSO) 1 up

Lou Deltombe (TSU) def. 
Shawnise Gregory (TSO) Up 7 
& 6 to go

Mathilde Brogens (TSU) def. 
Alex Gonzalez (TSO) up 8 & 
7 to go

Elle Fox (TSU) def. Phaith 
Harris (TSO) Up 3 & 2 to go

2nd Round
Tarleton def. Stephen F. 

Austin, 3-1-1
Sofia Rodriguez (TSU) def. 

Sloane Bennett (SFA) 4 up & 
2 to go

Rebeca Fernandez (TSU) 
def. Sydni Leung (SFA) tied

Lou Deltombe (TSU) def. 
Jessica Aguirre (SFA) 8 up & 
7 to go

Mathilde Brogens (TSU) def. 
Avree Fields (SFA)  3 up & 2 
to go

Valerie Routzong (SFA) def. 
Elle Fox (TSU) 1 up

Late fumble costs Texans as Southern Utah mounts second half comeback

Women’s Golf wins Texan Match Play Championship

Texans fall to Redhawks on three-goal second half

Persson win over Texas Tech highlights Texans’ hard fight at ACU Women’s Fall Invite

COURTESY PHOTO

Tarleton State Women’s Golf won the title at Texan Match Play after a narrow 3-1-1 victory in the title bout against Stephen F. Austin.

COURTESY PHOTO

After a strong first half, Tarleton State wasn’t able to keep the 
momentum going and Southern Utah mounted a late comeback to 
take the United Athletic Conference matchup.

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — Tarleton 
State Women’s Soccer held 
Seattle University scoreless 
on Sunday, Oct. 8 in the first 
half but was unable to an-
swer three Redhawk goals in 
the second to fall 3-0 at the 
Tarleton Soccer Complex.

Seattle U (4-2-0 WAC, 6-8-1 
Overall) now has totaled 12 
points and holds the second 
spot in the WAC standings. 

Tarleton State (1-3-1, 4-8-3) is 
still in contention for a play-
off spot currently in seventh 
place but just two points be-
hind Abilene Christian.

Mikayla Kendall improved 
her WAC-leading saves total 
to 98 collecting seven against 
the Redhawks.

Avery Harr was responsible 
for three of Tarleton’s five 
shots with one of hers land-
ing on goal, increasing her 

season total to 13, just two 
away from tying the program 
record set by her last fall.

Seattle U started the second 
half out hot with a pair of 
goals in the first two minutes 
of the fresh half. Caroline 
Penner started the scoring 
finding the back left corner 
of the net from the middle 
of the 18-yard box to put the 
Redhawks ahead, 1-0.

Just 30 seconds later, 

Savannah Singleton found 
herself in the far-right corner 
of the 18-yard box, heavily 
guarded, when she flipped 
the ball in the direction of the 
left side of the goal. It popped 
over Kendal for the second 
goal of the contest.

Trailing by two in the 70th 
minute, Lauren Grissom 
launched a shot from just 
outside the 18-yard box that 
just barely found the leaping 

hand of the keep to push it 
over the crossbar and save 
the near goal.

Seattle U tacked on an in-
surance goal with less than 
two minutes remaining when 
Emma de la Cruz found 
Kailee Wilson in space who 
fired in her third goal of the 
season.

The Redhawks prevented 
any Texan scoring threats in 
the final two minutes to pre-

serve the 3-0 shutout.
Once again, the Texans re-

corded more saves than their 
opponent (7-3) and commit-
ted less fouls (8-2). Seattle U 
held the advantage in shots, 
20-5 and on goal, 10-3.

The Texans will stay in the 
Beehive State for a Sunday 
afternoon match against 
Southern Utah at 1 p.m. at 
Thunderbird Soccer Field in 
Cedar City.

Tarleton State University

ABILENE — The Texans 
competed in their second 
of four fall tournaments at 
Abilene Christian Friday, 
Sept. 29 - Sunday, Oct. 1. 
Emma Persson had a high-
light weekend with a semifi-
nals singles win over Texas 
Tech.

“I am proud of our team 
this weekend,” said head 
coach Elianne Douglas-
Miron. “We played a lot of 

matches and competed very 
well. Emma beating a top 
Texas Tech player and get-
ting to the finals of the A 
bracket is showing us why 
she was the WAC Player of 
the Year last year. She looked 
dangerous on court. Ximena 
[Morales] also competed very 
well and deserves a lot of 
credit for her strong showing 
this weekend.

Persson went 2-1 on the 
weekend advancing to the 
A draw singles finals. She 

started the weekend off 
with a win over host Abilene 
Christian’s Maria Cascos. 
Persson then faced off 
against Texas Tech for the 
first of two times, winning 
her semifinals match 6-2 and 
6-4 over Jermine Sherif.

Persson’s only defeat came 
on the final day of play in the 
finals. She once again faced 
off against Texas Tech, this 
time against Andreea Lila. 
Persson ultimately fell just 
short of what would have 

been a perfect singles run 
losing 6-3, 6-1.

“We continue to see im-
provements week in and 
week out and it’s showing in 
our results,” said head coach 
Elianne Douglas-Miron. “We 
look forward to putting in 
another two weeks of work 
before regionals.”

Persson also made a run 
on the doubles side of things 
with partner Morales. The 
pair went 2-1 on the week-
end making their way to the 

finals on Saturday. The two 
got off to a great start in the 
quarterfinals winning 8-4 
over host Abilene Christian’s 
Eva Arranz and Andrea 
Guerrero.

Persson and Morales 
matched up with UTSA in 
the semifinals winning 8-5 
to punch their ticket to the 
finals on Saturday. The pair 
for the Purple and White beat 
Magda Tuells and Ekua Youri 
of UTSA 8-5.

The dominating pair saw 

things come to an end in the 
finals Saturday as they took 
their first loss of the tourna-
ment to Texas Tech’s Arina 
Oreshchenkova and Camryn 
Stepp.

The Texans are compet-
ing in ITA Regionals which 
began on Oct. 12 and goes 
through Oct. 16. The region-
al competition is at Baylor 
University in Waco.
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First thing on the list is 
to make sure your batter-
ies are fully charged and the 
water level is normal. A ful-
ly-charged battery should 
not freeze. The summer sun 
and repetitive charging can 
“boil” the water out of the 
battery’s cell. This leads to 
an undercharged battery 
and loss of life. A battery 
that is not fully charged can 
also freeze which may de-
stroy it.  

The next item on my 
maintenance list is the 
lower unit. This is a good 
time to change the lower 
unit oil and look for any 
water in the oil. If you have 
water in the oil, you may 
have a bad seal. You defi-
nitely don’t want water in 
your lower unit when it gets 
cold enough to freeze as the 
chances are you will be in-
curring a large repair bill on 
the lower unit. This is also a 
good time to check the tilt/
trim and hydraulic steering 
for proper fluid levels.  

Periodically it is recom-
mended that you remove 
your prop and see if any 
fishing line is wrapped 

around the shaft. Fishing 
line can damage lower unit 
seals, which can lead to wa-
ter in the lower unit, which 
we just talked about. It is 
also a good idea to put some 
grease on the shaft before 
you put the prop back on.  

Other items that should 
be looked at include the 
“bulb” on the fuel line. This 
is an inexpensive item that 
can prevent fuel from get-
ting to your engine. All 
rubber hoses should be 
checked periodically as well. 

A fuel stabilizer is cheap 
insurance in the gas tank, 
especially if you are going to 
let your boat sit for a while.  

One item that is not men-
tioned much is the tightness 
of all hardware. It’s a good 
idea to check periodically. 
Start with the biggest hard-
ware including those bolts 
holding the engine to the 
transom or jack plate. Over 
time these can loosen for a 
variety of reasons. The same 
applies to your trailer. 

Check steering cables 
and lubricate as neces-
sary. A previous boat of 
mine would get water in the 

cables, and on those really 
cold mornings they would 
not move when the water 
froze. That’s not a good 
thing when you are trying to 
get on the water.  

Speaking of trailers, it is 
also a good time to check 
bearings and seals. Look for 
pitting in the bearings and 
replace seals regularly as 
the rubber can deteriorate 
with time.  

These are just a few 
items to check. Other items 
such as bilge and livewell 
pumps and hoses includ-
ing thru-hull fittings should 
be checked. Make sure all 
lights are functional on the 
boat and on the trailer.  

My best advice is to do a 
little maintenance up front 
and hopefully you will pre-
vent many of the break-
downs that can happen.  

HOOD COUNTY 
FISHING REPORT 

Lake Granbury continues 
to be about 2 feet low and 
falling slowly. We could use 
a lot more rain. Water tem-
peratures are falling into 
the upper 70s and lake turn-
over is in process. Striped 
bass continue to be good to 
10 pounds on live shad on 
the lower ends. Largemouth 
bass to 7 pounds are pos-
sible on spinner/crank baits 
on shallow humps and ma-
jor lake points. Sandbass 
are fair to good from the 
Shores to Decordova sub-
division on flats just off 
the channel ledges. Catfish 
continue to be best at night 
on cut bait near creek en-
trances. Crappie limits are 

being taken on submerged 
structure midlake and north 
of the railroad bridge.  

Comanche Creek (Squaw 
Creek) reopened Oct. 1 and 
folks are catching limits 
of eater channel catfish on 
cut bait and prepared baits. 
Largemouth bass are also 

excellent on soft plastics 
and crankbaits on many 
areas. Comanche Creek is 
open Thursday through 
Sunday.  

On other reservoirs, 
Whitney continues to boast 
of easy limits of striped 
bass on live shad fished on 

the lower ends. Some good 
topwater action for striped 
bass and largemouth bass 
near McCown Valley and 
Cedron Creek. Largemouth 
to 10 pounds have been re-
ported near the Bluffs.  

michael.acosta@att.net | 
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NationalNational
ChessChess

Day 
October 14, 2023

Every year on the second Sat-
urday of October, chess enthusi-
asts from all around the United 
States come together to cele-
brate National Chess Day. It's a 
special day dedicated to the an-
cient and fascinating game of 
chess.

Chess is often called the 
"Game of Kings" because it has 
a long and royal history. It's 
a game of strategy and intel-
lect where two players face off 
on an 8x8 grid, each with an 

army of 16 pieces, including 
kings, queens, knights, and 
pawns. The goal is to checkmate 
your opponent's king, which 
means putting their king in a 
position where it cannot move 
without being captured.

National Chess Day is a great 
time to learn how to play chess 
if you haven't already. Chess 
teaches important skills like 
critical thinking, planning 
ahead, and patience. It's also a 
fun way to make new friends 
and challenge your brain.

Many chess clubs and schools 
organize special events on this organize special events on this 
day, like chess tournaments and 
chess lessons for beginners. 
You can also play chess online 
or with friends and family at 
home.

So, whether you're a chess 
pro or just curious about this 
amazing game, National Chess 
Day is the perfect occasion to 
celebrate the world of chess and 
discover the joy of making stra-
tegic moves on the chessboard. 
Grab a chessboard, invite a 
friend, and let the games begin!

National Chess Day
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

V M Q U E E N R R J
C L O C K C O D E B
K B D Q F O I Q I E
I O O T K E A S H L
N E V A V S H L V T
G K S O R O C S H X
S C M V P D N G Y Y
I E D J V W I W U J
W H S G G N V G A E
K C D P K J R L N P

Word Bank
1. move 2. rook 3. board 4. pawn
5. king 6. knight 7. check 8. clock
9. queen 10. bishop

Dictionary.com

Behind Acton ElementaryBehind Acton Elementary
3015 James Rd.

Granbury, TX
817-326-5330

2111 E. Hwy. 3772111 E. Hwy. 377
 Granbury, TX
817-573-2808

Reinke FamilyReinke Family
Owned Since 1999 

www.creations-childcare.com

THE

of

THE

of

2018

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured is James Schultz with his limit of big striped bass caught the weekend of Oct. 7, 2023 on Lake 
Granbury.

HOOD OUTDOORS 

As a licensed professional fi shing guide, 
Michael Acosta shows you how to fi nd 
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35 
years, he has been fi shing all of his life, and 
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

Fall boat checklist 

I
t is that time of the year. Some folks put their 
boats up for the season and many of us keep 
right on using our boats throughout the year. 
Either way, it is a good idea to get that main-

tenance done especially before it freezes. You still 
have a little time before our first freeze.  

hcnews.com

>>>>>> Want your news online?
Subscribe to the Hood County News and get breaking news, local events, sports coverage, classified 
ads, weather, videos, photos, coupons, sound off, 
opinion poll, garage sale maps at your fingertips. >>>>>>
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Business Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES 
3 Months: $40/week   |   6 Months: $35/week    

12 Months: $30/week

Hood County News

3 bedrooms with ensuites
We sleep 12 people, no minimum

Self catered kitchen - Two night minimum

6495 Smoky Hill Ct.6495 Smoky Hill Ct.
Acton (Granbury), TX 76049

Retreat Center for Retreat Center for 
creative people to creative people to 
come together &come together &

➻➻ Sew
➻➻ Scrapbook
➻➻ Make Jewelry
➻ Create a craft

817-326-3287 |  www.PattisLastResort.com  817-964-3333
Menu

Join Mama’s mobile 
COUPON CLUB

Text mamas to 21333 for 
specials and information

Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds

CARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATECARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATE
Located in the Home Source Showroom CenterLocated in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury
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Building Creative pools in Granbury since 1996

682-936-4081

Dr. Bhaloo

Brittany Bowers
817-573-7066 ext. 232 / brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

Heidi Gebhardt
817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidii@hcnews.com

Madison Lazaro
817-573-7066 ext. 236 / madison@hcnews.com

Countertops

shutters

Floors

Call or stop by For a Free estimate

817•326•5172 | 4815 Fall Creek Hwy

This 
Space 

Available
Call 817-573-7066

Register for ClassesRegister for Classes
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734682-600-5734

GALT ICE SOLUTIONS      
5 STAGE ULTRA FILTERED

8905 Glen Rose Hwy

CARTER LANDSCAPE
DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

• LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
•  IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE
• RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN

CARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM
682-936-4028

TO ALL BUSINESSES WITH 5-500 EMPLOYEES

You have less than 6 months to get your ERC $$$
I have helped North Texas businesses file for over 
$10 million dollars in refunds even if they got PPP.

$2.2 TRILLION dollars has been set aside and the 
rules have been updated so you may now qualify.

Call Mike Larose at 
817-429-6894 

LOCAL 
REFERENCES 

AVAILABLE

F A Walker Services
Hate cleaning? We love it!

254.396.1964
fabiolaisasmendi@hotmail.com

Free
Estimates!

F A Walker Services
Hate cleaning? We love it!

254.396.1964
fabiolaisasmendi@hotmail.com

Estimates!

SERVICES
•CLEANING

•LAUNDRY

•NEW CONSTRUCTION

•MOVE IN & 
  MOVE OUT

CALL
ROY J. COOPER 

(817) 578-4744

MEDICARE

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or Large
• Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

Insured
& Certified

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
PLEASE CALL US FOR

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE

Renewed, reimagined, and ready for you.

Experience the inviting warmth of our newly renovated community 
designed for your comfort, security, and the freedom to live life fully. 
Schedule a private tour of our vibrant senior living community now.Schedule a private tour of our vibrant senior living community now.

Call (817) 776-4417
AvivaGranbury.com

More joy. More often.

INDEPENDENT LIVING |  ASSISTED LIVING |  MEMORY CARE

FORWARD TRAINING

Become a volunteer at Forward Training Center

Exciting News! Meet our 
Volunteer Team Captain, 
Donna Thompson, a pas-
sionate advocate for com-
munity empowerment. 
Donna’s mission is to help 
you discover the incred-
ible journey that awaits you 
upon becoming a part of the 
Forward Training Center 
(FTC) family.

Ready to dive in? Click 
here to explore volunteer 
opportunities in more 

detail:
https://forwardtraining-

center.org/volunteer/
Interested in knowing ex-

actly what our volunteers 
do at the Center? 

HERE’S A GLIMPSE
They Are the Heart: Our 

volunteers are the driving 
force behind our mission. 
They not only teach class-
es for youth and adults, 

they also serve as mentors, 
conduct mock interviews, 
assist with resume writing, 
introduce career opportuni-
ties from community busi-
ness leaders, and teach vital 
skills like finance, afford-
able housing, and comput-
er proficiency. Others are 
behind the scenes planning 
our graduations, fundrais-
ers, and future scope of 

our outreach, all being our 
ambassadors to the wider 
community.

The Power of Prayer
We have not one, but 

two Prayer Teams! “In Our 
Hearts” prays for students’ 
confidential requests, pro-
viding them with emotional 
support. The “FTC Prayer 
Chain” prays for our orga-
nization’s needs and staff. 
Since we are a faith-based 
organization, prayer forms 
the foundation of our work, 
guiding us in every step we 
take.

Transforming Lives
Our primary goal is to 

help students discover 
their self-worth and the 
value of every day work-
ing in any profession they 

choose. The center wants 
to raise up workers who 
will embrace the routine of 
creating a career one day 
at a time. Our Jobs for Life 
adult and Powered for Life 
youth classes work wonders 
in just a few weeks, guiding 
students toward the best 
path for their lives. The FTC 
graduations are a heart-
warming testament to the 
transformations we witness.

Why Do Volunteers Stay?
If you have a heart that 

yearns to uplift those who 
need a cheerleader, in their 
corner, consider becom-
ing a mentor. We provide 
comprehensive training to 
equip you in your role and 
match you with a student. 
Many volunteers describe a 
calling or a deep connection 
to our mission. The incred-
ible metamorphosis that un-
folds when individuals real-

ize their potential through 
our program is what keeps 
our volunteers refreshed 
and eager to stay involved.

Any role you play in the 
organization directly or in-
directly impacts the life of a 
student’s success story. 

If you’re ready to embark 
on this remarkable jour-
ney, give us a call at 817 
573-6677. Leave a message 
for our Volunteer Team 
Captain, Donna Thompson, 
who is eager to chat with 
you about the limitless pos-
sibilities awaiting you at 
Forward Training Center.

Come be a part of our 
family and let’s create posi-
tive ripples of change to-
gether. Join us at Forward 
Training Center and be the 
change you wish to see in 
the world, starting in your 
own backyard! 

katy@forwardtrainingcenter.
org | 817 219-5655

Katy Off utt is executive director of Forward 
Training Center of Hood County. Her 
community leadership roles include: Help 
Ministry coordinator, Stonewater Church; 
alumnus and past president, Leadership 
Granbury; vice president, Granbury 
Housing Authority; president, Public Facility 
Corporation; Nominating Committee chair, 
LGMA; and volunteer with Ada Carey Center.

BY KATY OFFUTT
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Donna Thompson
S

tep into the Heart of Forward Training Cen-
ter as a Volunteer for a transformational ex-
perience! 
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From haunted houses to pumpkin patches, Granbury off ers a 
variety of family-friendly activities that will make this Halloween 
unforgettable.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TAMMY DOOLEY

Participants climbed high during last year’s Tough Mudder event in Granbury that features a 10-to-12-mile-long obstacle course.

MARY VINSON | HCN FILE PHOTOS

The Cresson Fall Festival is set for Saturday, Oct. 21, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Historic Cresson School, 9304 Pittsburg St. The 
event will feature face painting and lots of other fun activities for 
children.
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LIFESTYLE
Unbe-leaf-able

Dirt, grime and a tough, muddy time
Granbury to host World’s Toughest Mudder event Nov. 4-5

Cresson Fall Festival returns
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

As cooler weather slowly approaches, we say goodbye to 
the scorching summer heat and hello to the rainy days of 
fall.

One of the best ways to celebrate the upcoming fall sea-
son is the Cresson Fall Festival, which is set for Saturday, 
Oct. 21, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Historic Cresson 
School, 9304 Pittsburg St.

The annual Cresson Fall Festival has been held for so 
many years that no one seems to know the exact date that 
it first began. However, speculation surrounding the age 
of the event is around 30 years old.

Although the event serves as a kickoff to fall, the main 
reason for the Cresson Fall Festival is to raise money for 
the Historic Cresson School.

According to cressontx.org, the Cresson School was first 
established in 1885 and began its school programs in a 
one-room schoolhouse. It was torn down in 1890 to make 
room for a frame structure that was used until 1918.

A new school opened in Oct. 1931, complete with an au-
ditorium and four large classrooms. The central parapet 
on the main façade was designed to resemble the curved 
parapet of the Alamo in San Antonio. Fundraisers held 
during subsequent years added a kitchen and indoor rest-
room facilities.

After Cresson consolidated with Granbury schools in 
1967, the school building sat abandoned. 

Today, the school continues to serve several different 

For the past three years, 
Granbury has been the host 
of both the Spartan Race and 
the Tough Mudder Race — 
but now the global leaders 
in obstacle course racing 
have announced that a third 
event will soon be coming to 
Granbury.

The World’s Toughest 
Mudder, an extreme 24-hour 
obstacle course challenge, 
will be held at True Grit 
Ranch, 6810 Old Granbury 
Road, on Nov. 4 and 5.

“Granbury was able to 
bring the Spartan and Tough 
Mudder events here three 
years ago, so a lot of the 
decision-makers and the 
contestants had been at 
previous Tough Mudder 

events, and they really loved 
Granbury and they really 
loved the ranch,” Tammy 
Dooley, executive director of 
Visit Granbury told the HCN. 
“When the World’s Toughest 
Mudder needed a place, 
they just said, ‘You know, 
Granbury would be a great 
place,’ so we were able to se-
cure that and bring it here.”

Every year, the World’s 
Toughest Mudder is held in 
a different state and town, 
with 800 finalists scheduled 
to make the trip to Granbury 
this November.

“Tough Mudder Dallas 
(Granbury) has been a staple 
of the season year after 
year, and we have made a 
home by hosting it in beau-

tiful Granbury to our loyal 
members of Texas Mudder 
Nation,” said Tyler Bradbury, 
Tough Mudder’s director 
of marketing, in the Visit 
Granbury news release. 
“We’re thrilled to get World’s 
Toughest Mudder to an 
easily-accessible portion of 
the country for thousands 
coming from around the 
globe. Granbury has the per-
fect dining, entertainment, 
and outdoor activity lineup 
to welcome our Mudders for 
a full weekend experience. 
The positive economic im-
pact this event will have in 
the region also is something 
we take great pride in.”

The World’s Toughest 
Mudder is a 24-hour ex-
treme endurance experience, 
where competitors battle 
it out overnight, running 
as many times as they can 
throughout a grueling 5-mile 
course. Tough Mudder 
puts on only one World’s 
Toughest Mudder per year, 
offering contestants a gru-

eling and unique action-
packed 24-hour challenge.

With the addition of the 
World’s Toughest Mudder 
event, Granbury will now 
host a total of three endur-
ance events this fall starting 
with the Dallas Spartan Ultra 
50K, Beast 21K & Spring 5K 
at Martha’s Ranch on Oct. 
21 and 22, followed by the 
World’s Toughest Mudder 
at True Grit Ranch on Nov. 4 
and 5, and finally the Tough 
Mudder will take place on 
Nov. 11 and 12, also at True 
Grit Ranch. 

The Spartan Race is a 
series of obstacle races of 
varying difficulty ranging 
from the miles to marathon 
distances, while the Tough 
Mudder is an endurance 
event series in which partici-
pants attempt 10-to-12-mile-
long obstacle courses.

“The thing that sets them 
all apart is they’re athletic 
events, and it’s exciting for 
us,” Dooley said. “We do a 
lot of festivals, a lot of enter-
tainment events, seasonal 
events and that kind of stuff, 
but this is more athletic 
competition. I would say 
that of the three, the Spartan 
event has very, very serious 
competitors. They’re all seri-
ous competitors, but we like 
to think of Spartan as the 
serious athletic event, and 
the Tough Mudder as the fun 
athletic event.”

Both the Spartan and 
Tough Mudder events have 
been in Granbury for two of 
a three-year commitment 
in partnership with Visit 
Granbury.

“This is the third year of 
our three-year partnership, 
so now the plans begin to try 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

W
hen Hood County residents hear 
about Granbury’s newest event, they 
will be as happy as a pig in the mud 
— literally.

Participants in last year’s Tough 
Mudder event in Granbury 
posed for a muddy, celebratory 
shot after completing the 
lengthy obstacle course. 

10 spooktacular 
ways to celebrate 
Halloween with your 
kids in Granbury
BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the Hood County News 

Halloween is just around the corner, and Granbury is 
the perfect place to celebrate this spooktacular holiday 
with your little ghouls and goblins. From haunted houses 
to pumpkin patches, Granbury offers a variety of family-
friendly activities that will make this Halloween unforget-
table. Here are ten ideas to get you started: 

1. Trick-or-Treat on the Historic Granbury Square
Dress up in your favorite costumes and head to the 

Historic Granbury Square for a safe and fun trick-or-
treating experience. Local businesses often participate, 
handing out candy and treats to the little ones. This year’s 
trick-or-treat event, sponsored by the Historic Granbury 
Merchants Association, is on Tuesday, Oct. 31, from 3:30-6 
p.m. 

2. Visit Granbury Ghosts and Legends Tour
For older kids who love a good scare, the Granbury 

Ghosts and Legends Tour is a must. Spend a spooky 
evening with the ghost stories and legends of histor-
ic Granbury, TX! Your tour guides will tell you these 
stories and more as they take you around Granbury’s 
Historic Downtown Square. Tours are given every Friday 
and Saturday night (weather permitting) at 7:00PM and 

PLEASE SEE HALLOWEEN | C3

PLEASE SEE CRESSON | C3

PLEASE SEE MUDDER | C2
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A LOVE STORY PAINTED IN 
SHADES OF GREEN

Jason and Sally Stanfield 
have been married for al-
most 16 years. While Jason 
is a Granbury native and a 
2001 graduate of Granbury 
High School, Sally moved 
to the area in 2007 after 
growing up in Austin. The 
couple met at a stoplight 
party while they were both 
students at Tarleton State 
University, where attend-
ees wear colors to signify 
their relationship status. 
“You would wear green if 
you were single, yellow if 
you weren’t looking, and 
red if you were in a rela-
tionship. We always say we 
met because of the color 
green,” Sally recalls with 
a smile. Jason insists he 
was unaware of the event’s 
theme, but Sally has her 
doubts. “He has stuck to 
this story since we met,” 
she adds, laughing.

EDUCATING THE 
NEXT GENERATION

Both Jason and Sally are 
educators at Weatherford 
High School, where they 
teach skills that extend be-
yond the classroom. Jason 
teaches electrical, plumb-
ing, and construction, 
relishing the opportunity 
to impart life skills to his 
students. “I enjoy teach-
ing students skills they can 

use throughout their lives, 
regardless of whether it 
falls in their career paths,” 
he says.

Sally, an art teacher, 
finds immense joy in nur-
turing the creative talents 
of her students. “Watching 
their growth and success 
as artists and humans is 
enormously rewarding,” 
she shares.

A FAMILY AFFAIR: THE 
STANFIELDS TAKE THE STAGE

The family’s involvement 
in theatre began when 
their daughter, Blaire, at-
tended a spring break 
camp at the Granbury 
Theatre Company (GTC). 
“She had seen the GTC pro-
duction of ‘Mary Poppins’ 
and was simply mesmer-
ized,” Sally recounts. Soon 
after, Tanner joined in, and 
the family’s love for the-
atre grew exponentially. 
Even Jason, who took a bit 
longer to enter the theatri-
cal world, has been in five 
productions since his de-
but in October 2022.

Between the Granbury 
Theatre Company and 
Academy and the Plaza 
Theatre Company in 
Cleburne, the Stanfields 
have collectively par-
ticipated in numerous 
shows, with Blaire leading 
the pack with 29 shows 
and four Junior Theater 

Festival (JTF) troupes. Sally 
noted the entire family has 
performed in two shows, 
“Miracle on 34th Street” 
and “The Music Man.”

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS
The family’s responses 

are heartfelt when asked 
about their favorite memo-
ries on stage. Sally cherish-
es the moments she shared 
with Blaire in “Matilda.” 
“I can’t imagine anything 
being quite as special,” 
she says. Jason finds joy 
in watching his children 
shine, while Tanner loves 
the comedic aspects of the-
atre. For Blaire, art means 
happiness and the op-
portunity to do what she 
loves.

THE HEARTBEAT OF 
A COMMUNITY

For the Stanfields, the 
arts are more than just a 
pastime; they are a corner-

stone of their lives and the 
community at large. “The 
arts are what connect us,” 
Sally explains. Jason sees 
it as a collaborative effort 
to create beautiful stories. 
At the same time, Tanner 
believes that “everything in 
life is art in its own way.”

Blaire sums it up perfect-
ly: “For the community, it 
inspires them, or it brings 
them happiness to simply 
see others making art.”

In a world where the 
hustle and bustle often 
drown out the finer things 
in life, the Stanfield family 
serves as a beautiful re-
minder of what it means to 
live artfully. Through their 
passion for education, the-
atre, and community, they 
paint a vivid picture of a 
life well-lived, one brush-
stroke and one curtain call 
at a time.

COURTESY PHOTO

Queen Nation, the #1 Queen Tribute Band in the United States, is set 
to perform three shows at the Granbury Opera House on Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 20-21.

133 E Pearl Street | GRANBURY | 817-579-0952
granburytheatrecompany.org

If you are interested in 
becoming a vendor
email Sarah Ligon 

sarah@dcbeweb.com

FREE PARKING

DeCordova Bend 
Country Club Presents...

20232023
October 14Saturday

5301 Country Club Drive
Granbury, TX 76049

FROM 10:00 AM - 6:00 AM

$5 Entry Ticket includes 
shopping, coffee, tea, desserts 

& door prize drawings

SAVE THE DATE!!!

1507 N. PLAZA DR. • GRANBURY  

682-279-8980

and secure this for another 
three years,” Dooley said. 
“Immediately after all these 
races, we will work with our 
partners with Spartan and 
Tough Mudder to hopefully 
secure Granbury as their 
site for the next three years. 
The two events a year for 
three years — which is six 
events — has brought in ap-

proximately $18 million in 
economic impact, and that 
does not include the World’s 
Toughest Mudder event, 
because that wasn’t in our 
original package; that is what 
we call a bonus.” 

The tourism economic 
impact for both the Spartan 
Race and the Tough Mudder 
Race is estimated to be $19 
million over three years, ac-
cording to the news release. 

The Spartan Race usu-
ally brings in 10,000 racers 

and 3,000 spectators with 
average hotel room nights 
of 5,980 per event weekend, 
with a total economic impact 
of $3.7 million. Registration 
was well over the average 
this year with 13,376 regis-
tered plus spectators. 

The Tough Mudder Race 
usually brings in 7,200 rac-
ers and 2,000 spectators 
with average hotel room 
nights of 3,974 per event 
weekend, with a total eco-
nomic impact of $2.7 million 

and over $6 million annually. 
Heavy rains and storms re-
duced numbers to 2,858 this 
year plus spectators for an 
estimate of 3,500-4,000 total 
in attendance. 

“The addition of the 
World’s Tough Mudder event 
will add an additional $5 mil-
lion dollars per year in tour-
ism economic impact to the 
Hood County region,” said 
Cherie Bortnick, senior direc-
tor of business development 
for Spartan Race, Inc., in the 

news release.
Combined, these three 

annual events will produce 
approximately $24 million 
annually, according to the 
news release.

“It’s a great feeling to se-
cure this for our commu-
nity,” Dooley added. “It is 
a picture-perfect tourism 
event where they can select 
any city in any state to go to 
and they chose Granbury. We 
will be working immediately 
on trying to secure the next 

three years — 2024, 2025 
and 2026.”

For more information 
about the Spartan Race, 
Tough Mudder Race, and 
World’s Toughest Mudder, 
go to visitgranbury.com 
online.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

Queen Nation rocks the 
Granbury Opera House

MUDDER
FROM PAGE C1

Artful Living: The Stanfield family’s journey 
through art, theatre, and community

COURTESY PHOTO

Meet the Stanfi elds: Jason, Sally, and their two children, Blaire and 
Tanner. 

A Royal Tribute to the Legends of Rock

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the 
Hood County News 

Get ready, Granbury! 
The kings of Queen trib-
ute bands are returning to 
Granbury, bringing the kind 
of rock and roll majesty 
that would make Freddie 
Mercury proud. You heard 
it right—Queen Nation, the 
#1 Queen Tribute Band in 
the United States, is set to 
perform three shows at the 
Granbury Opera House on 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 20-
21. If you were lucky enough 
to catch one of their shows 
here last year, you know this 
is not just a concert; it’s a 
full-blown royal celebration 

of one of the greatest rock 
bands in history!

“We just love Texas,” says 
Mike McManus, lead guitar-
ist for the band. “The hospi-
tality is just second to none. 
There really is something to 
be said about Southern hos-
pitality. Every time we come 
to Texas, everybody’s just 
so gracious! And y’all know 
how to rock in Texas!”

A BAND FIT FOR A QUEEN
For those who have yet to 

have the pleasure, Queen 
Nation is not your average 
cover band. These guys are 
the real deal. Comprising 
Gregory Finsley as Freddie 

PLEASE SEE QUEEN | C3

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the Hood County News

I
n the heart of Granbury, a family of four 
is redefining the meaning of artful living. 
Meet the Stanfields: Jason, Sally, and their 
two children, Blaire and Tanner. For them, 

art is not just a hobby or a career; it’s a way of 
life that brings joy, purpose, and a sense of com-
munity.
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9:15PM. Cost is $10 per 
person, $7 for children 12 
and under. Reservations 
are recommended. Space 
is limited! For reservations, 
contact 817-559-0849 

3. Pumpkin Picking at 
Local Farms

Take a short drive to one 
of the nearby pumpkin 
patches, where you can pick 
your own pumpkin. Many 
farms also offer hayrides, 
corn mazes, and petting 
zoos for a full day of fun. 

4. DIY Halloween Crafts
Get creative at home by 

making your own Halloween 
decorations. From paper 
bats to pumpkin paint-
ing, the possibilities are 
endless. Plus, it’s a great 
way to spend quality time 
with your kids. Michael’s 
in Granbury has a literal 
treasure trove of Halloween 
craft and decoration 
supplies. 

5. Take in a Live Spooky 
Show

For older teens and 
adults, a great way to get in 
a spooky Halloween mood 
is to attend a performance 

of one of the suspense-
ful and eerie live shows 
in Granbury. First, open-
ing at the Granbury Opera 
House on Friday, Oct. 27, is 
the Agatha Christie clas-
sic, “And Then There Were 
None,” which promises to 
keep you on the edge of 
your seat the entire per-
formance. Showtimes are 
Friday and Saturday at 
7:30p.m. and Saturday and 
Sunday at 2p.m. through 
Nov. 12. Or, you can take 
in the final weekend of the 
Edgar Allan Poe Experience 
at the Langdon Center 
nightly, Thursday through 
Sunday through Oct. 29. 

Just remember, these 
are for OLDER teens and 
ADULTS!

6. Spooky Movie Night
Create your own home 

theater experience by 
watching Halloween clas-
sics like “Hocus Pocus” 
or “The Nightmare Before 
Christmas.” Make it extra 
special with popcorn and 
Halloween-themed snacks. 

7. Halloween Scavenger 
Hunt

Organize a scavenger 
hunt around your neighbor-
hood or even just in your 
backyard. Create a list of 
Halloween-themed items 

for your kids to find, like a 
black cat or a witch’s hat. 

8. Bake Halloween Treats
Spend an afternoon bak-

ing delicious Halloween 
treats. Think pumpkin muf-
fins, ghost-shaped cookies, 
or even a spooky cake. Let 
your kids take the lead and 
enjoy the tasty results. 

9. Visit Acton Nature 
Center for a Nature Walk

Take a break from the 
scares and enjoy a peace-
ful walk at Acton Nature 
Center. Keep an eye out for 
wildlife and enjoy the beau-
tiful fall foliage. 

10. Host a Virtual 
Halloween Costume 
Contest

If you want to keep things 
low-key, host a virtual 
Halloween costume contest 
with friends and family. It’s 
a great way to show off your 
costumes and celebrate to-
gether, even if you’re miles 
apart. 

So, there you have it—ten 
spooktacular ways to cel-
ebrate Halloween with your 
kids of all ages in Granbury, 
Texas. Whether you’re look-
ing for scares, sweets, or 
simple family fun, Granbury 
has something for everyone. 
Happy Haunting! 

HALLOWEEN
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functions. The primary 
purpose of the building is 
that it houses the museum, 
which features many his-
torical items and facts from 
the early days of the school.

The building also houses 
many community events 
like parties, reunions, wed-
ding receptions, trainings, 
and corporate meetings. 
The cost to rent the building 
is $100 a day, along with a 
refundable security depos-
it of $100. The maximum 
capacity for the building is 
200 people.

Last year, the Cresson 
Fall Festival raised a total of 
$7,700.50 for the Historic 
Cresson School, which is 
above average compared 
to proceeds from previous 
years.

“I would have to say that 
the average amount that 
we raise is around $5,000, 
so we were thrilled,” said 
Norm Tindell, president of 
the Cresson Community 
Organization. “But we’re 
always just pleased with 
whatever we received, be-
cause it’s like a gift. That 
was something that was 
impressed upon us by one 
of our auctioneers. He said, 
‘No matter what you end 
up with, look at it as a gift.’ 
The money is used to pay 
monthly bills like the elec-
tric bill, water bill, and to 
make repairs and improve-
ments to the facility.”

Tindell said recent repairs 
and updates to the school 
have included repairing the 
plumbing in the restrooms, 
wrapping an exposed pipe 
for the winter, and replac-
ing the refrigerator in the 
kitchen.

“The two biggest repair 
jobs that we’re currently 
hoping to do — which we 
currently can’t afford yet, 
but we’re hoping we’ll be 

able to do soon — is to 
patch the roof and replace 
the wooden floor in the 
auditorium,” he said. “It’s 
original.”

The event will kick off on 
Saturday, Oct. 21, with a 
performance from DJ Mike 
Reed from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m., followed by country 
musician Brian Kelly from 
11 a.m. to noon.

“Brian has been perform-
ing live in places around 
Johnson County,” Tindell 
said. “He’s very popular 
with the local folks, so we’re 
really excited to have him 
performing for us. He sings 
classic country. Mike Reed 
will be back for the third 
year in a row, and he’s also 

been very popular with the 
fall festival goers. He does a 
little bit more upbeat coun-
try mix.”

A brisket lunch will be 
held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and will feature brisket, 
potato salad, coleslaw, and 
barbecue sausage. Desserts 
will include homemade 
peach cobbler, banana pud-
ding, pecan and pumpkin 
pies, and cupcakes. Iced tea 
and water will be available 
for drinks, while soft drinks 
will be available for an addi-
tional purchase.

A brisket plate with a 
drink and dessert is $8 
each, while a hot dog plate 
with two sides, a drink, and 
dessert will be offered for 

children at a reduced price 
of $4.

“The Cresson Community 
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) is gonna be serv-
ing lunch,” Tindell said. 
“We have a lot of volun-
teers coming from parts of 
the community to help us 
out, like the Cresson Fire 
Department.”

Tindell said the two ac-
tivities that raise the most 
funds for the event every 
year are the silent and live 
auctions. 

The live auction is set 
from noon to 2 p.m. and will 
feature new merchandise 
from local retailers like a 
microwave oven, an electric 
toothbrush system, a turkey 

fryer, children’s bicycles, 
and furniture.

The silent auction will 
take place from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m., with items ranging 
from quilts to gift certifi-
cates and gift baskets.

“It seems like the most 
popular gift basket in the 
silent auction every year is 
the wine basket. We have to 
keep an eye on it,” Tindell 
said, chuckling.

The Cresson Fall Festival 
will also feature raffles, bak-
ery, general store, museum, 
cake walk, kids’ activities, 
kids’ costume contest, and 
more.

“We currently have six 
people on the board of 
directors, and they have 

worked tirelessly to prepare 
the building for the auc-
tion by decorating, moving 
things around, cleaning, and 
going out and getting dona-
tions,” Tindell said.

He added that he would 
like to thank the donors 
for supporting the Historic 
Cresson School, which is 
a huge part of Cresson’s 
history.

“We have donors that give 
every year,” he said. “Most 
of those, of course, are re-
tailers and then we have do-
nors that come and go, but 
we’re always finding new 
donors. We’re grateful for 
those.”

Tindell said he is also 
thankful for the commu-
nity of Hood County, who 
have never wavered in their 
support — even during the 
pandemic. 

“Even when the economy 
is not so kind to people in 
the community, they still 
support the school, and 
it’s really heartwarming to 
always have a good turn-
out,” Tindell added. “During 
COVID, for instance, I men-
tioned to the other people 
that work on the Cresson 
Fall Festival, ‘This is going 
to be terrible, because peo-
ple are going to stay home,’ 
and they came out in even 
greater numbers. We had a 
great year, and it’s been that 
way consistently every year, 
so I’m always really im-
pressed at how people give, 
even when the economy is 
tough.”

Doors to the Cresson Fall 
Festival will open at 9 a.m. 
Admission to the event 
itself is free. All proceeds 
will benefit the Historic 
Cresson School, a 501(c)(3) 
organization.

For more information, 
follow the Historic Cresson 
School on Facebook.

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243

MARY VINSON | HCN FILE PHOTOS

The Cresson Fall Festival is always jampacked with raffles, bakery, general store, museum, cake walk, kids’ activities, kids’ costume contest, 
and more.

CRESSON
FROM PAGE C1

Second Annual Rancho Style Gala will 
fund new Douglas Long Outreach Center
Staff Reports

Thursday, Oct. 26 Rancho 
Brazos Community Centers 
501C (3), will host its sec-
ond annual Rancho Style 
Gala from 6-9 p.m. at Lake 
Granbury Conference 
Center. The event will in-
clude a live and silent auc-
tion, a pumpkin patch, a 
wine/whiskey pull and 
more. There will be a ca-

tered meal with a cash bar 
and live music. Dress is 
business casual. 

The Gala is held to benefit 
construction of the Douglas 
Long Outreach Center as 
part of the “Five Acres of 
Impact” project which in-
corporates the agricultural 
spaces and gardens that 
help meet the nutritional 
needs of residents of Hood 
County. 

The new Douglas Long 
Outreach Center will have 
a “free shopping pantry” 
called Paula’s Pantry, a 
“Children’s Closet” contain-
ing brand new clothes and 
shoes provided by chil-
dren’s charities and a larger 
space for the free programs 
provided to both children 
and adults in the commu-
nity. The space will also 
have warehouse space and 

a place for shelter in case of 
natural disasters. 

“The Douglas Long 
Outreach Center will al-
low us to better serve all of 
Hood County, including a 
place to allow more collabo-
ration throughout our local 
non-profit and governmen-
tal community. This will 
be a community education 
space which will allow us to 
devote our existing build-

ing back to our children’s 
programming,” shared 
Sharla Caro, executive direc-
tor of the Rancho Brazos 
Community Centers.

Your contribution to 
Rancho Brazos stays in 
Hood County where the 
center’s goal is to nurture 
healthy lifestyles, to allow 
every child to live in a safe 
environment and to en-
sure each at-promise fam-

ily knows they have a safe 
space in our community. 

Tickets to the event are 
$175 and packages start at 
$500. If you wish to con-
tribute, would like to buy 
tickers or a table or have 
any questions contact Jamie 
Franco, marketing and 
events director at rancho-
gala1@gmail.com or call 
817-910-8114

Mercury, Mike McManus as 
Brian May, Pete Burke as 
Roger Taylor, and Parker 
Combs as John Deacon, 
Queen Nation delivers a 
pitch-perfect, note-for-note 
rendition of Queen’s great-
est hits. From “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” to “We Will Rock 
You,” they’ve got it all, and 
they perform it with the 
kind of flair and passion 
that Queen themselves 
would applaud.

A NIGHT OF NOSTALGIA AND 
ROCK ‘N’ ROLL

What sets Queen Nation 
apart is its commitment to 
authenticity. Donning de-
tailed 70s and 80s Queen-
era costumes, the band 
takes you on a nostal-
gic journey back in time. 
Imagine the electrifying 
atmosphere as Finsley’s 
voice soars through the 
Opera House, hitting those 
high notes in “Somebody to 
Love” that give you goose-
bumps. Picture McManus 
shredding his guitar in a 

soul-stirring solo, Burke 
pounding the drums like a 
man possessed, and Combs 
laying down that groovy 
bassline. This is not just a 
concert; it’s a time machine.

“We try to keep it as pure, 
authentic, and true to the 
original Queen as possible,” 
noted McManus. “We want 
you to feel like you are see-
ing Queen as they were, say, 
in 1980 or 81 on ‘The Game’ 
tour. For example, there are 
only four of us in the band, 
like the original Queen line-
up. Most Queen tributes will 
have five guys. That’s be-

cause they bring in another 
keyboard player because 
their vocalist who sings 
those iconic Freddy Mercury 
vocals doesn’t play the pia-
no. Greg [Finsley], who sings 
the Freddy Mercury vocals 
for us, also plays the piano. 
So you get that authentic-
ity that comes across to real 
Queen fans.

THE LEGACY LIVES ON
Queen Nation isn’t just 

about the music; it’s about 
preserving the legacy of 
Queen. For more than nine-

teen years, with over 125 
shows annually and numer-
ous accolades, including 
induction into the California 
Music Hall of Fame, they’ve 
earned their crown as the 
kings of Queen tributes. 
And now, they’re bring-
ing that royal treatment to 
Granbury, a town known 
for its love of music and 
theater.

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
If you’re a die-hard Queen 

fan or even a casual listen-
er who appreciates good 

music, this is one event you 
don’t want to miss. Tickets 
are selling out fast, and 
given Queen Nation’s track 
record of over 100 sold-out 
shows a year, it’s safe to say 
that the Granbury Opera 
House will be packed to the 
rafters.

So, what are you wait-
ing for? Grab your tickets, 
put on your best rock and 
roll attire, and get ready to 
be a part of rock history. 
After all, we are the champi-
ons, my friends, and Queen 
Nation will keep on fighting 
till the end!

QUEEN
FROM PAGE C2
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“Little by Little” was cre-
ated by Granbury resident 
Chris Holt and his daughter 
Kadie Hawley who lives in 
Argyle. Holt focuses on the 
business side of the nonprof-
it and seeking donations, 
where Hawley has been on 
the ground. 

Hawley was the main cre-
ator behind Little by Little. 
She served as a therapy 
director in an assisted liv-
ing facility and had one 
resident who inspired her. 
Mrs. Elaine Anderson had 
dementia and would pack 
her bag saying she needed 
to visit the Tarahumara 
people. Anderson recently 
passed away, so Hawley de-
cided to donate to the kids 
of the community to honor 
Anderson.

After that donation, 
Hawley received receipts 
from Mexico showing her the 
real impact of her donation. 
After seeing with her own 
eyes the impact she made, 
she decided to make month-
ly donations alongside her 
husband Nate. 

Every month she was able 
to see just what these dona-
tions did for the orphanage 
in Tarahumara. 

In April, the orphanage re-
quested Hawley and her hus-
band make a bigger donation 
after one of the kids had a 
red, blistered face, and need-
ed to be seen by a doctor. 

“After that I was telling my 
husband, you and I can only 
do so much but if we make 
this into a thing and invite 
other people to join us, we 
can really do so much more 
than what we’re able to do 
just you and I,” Hawley said. 

Hawley and her husband 
visited the orphanage, which 
is run by a married couple, 
for the first time in June.

“It was fantastic.  They’re 
just doing such good things 
for these kids and are sup-
plying basic needs. The more 
support and resources, the 
more they are going to be 
able to do that,” Hawley said. 
“We want to equip them 
to do more, and help them 
have consistent monetary re-
sources coming in.” 

Also on site of the or-
phanage is a school and a 
community center that will 
hopefully provide two meals 
a day to the community and 
transportation to the school 
in the future. 

A kickoff party was held 
on Sept. 30 to make friends, 
family, and the commu-
nity aware about this new 
nonprofit. 

“ It’s always so encourag-
ing to me to talk about it to 
other people, and they say 
they want to help.  It was real-
ly beautiful to see a commu-
nity of people come around. 
 It’s a bit of restoration of my 
faith in humanity,” Hawley 
said. “I do really feel like this 
is something I was meant to 
do.” 

With a successful kickoff 
party, the couple bought 15 
beds for the orphanage as 
they were sleeping on nap 
mats before.

When it comes to the fu-
ture, Hawley and her entire 
family are looking forward 
to growing the nonprofit and 
seeing the change they  are 
able to make happen.

“It’s crazy what change can 
happen because of some-

one else’s kindness,” Hawley 
said. “It’s really empower-
ing to see the change hap-
pen right before your eyes. 
 It’s been very humbling and 
fulfilling.” 

The couple plans to visit 
again at the end of October. 

For more information on 
the nonprofit or to donate 
visit https://littlebylittlemx.
org/ or scan the QR code 
below. 

Fun-filled fall festivities for the whole family

Making a difference “Little by Little”

PHOTOS BY EMILY NAVA | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

From left, Traci Garner, Heather Bishop, Chris Holt, Kadie Hawley and Nate Hawley serve as the main operators of the nonprofi t.

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

A
father and daughter created a non-
profit to help, “Little by Little,” people 
living in the Tarahumara community in 
Chihuahua, Mexico.

Little by Little is a nonprofi t 
organization to help the 
Tarahumara kids in Chihuahua 
Mexico

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

As the air gets cooler, and 
the month of October goes 
on, many fall activities are 
underway or upcoming for 
everyone to have a chance 
to soak up the season. From 
pumpkin patches to festivals 
and everything in between, 
there is something for every-
one in the county.

GRANBURY 
As the celebration capi-

tal of Texas, Granbury has 
plenty of fall-filled activities 
for all ages. 

One of the most anticipat-
ed fall activities in Granbury 
is the Edgar Allen Poe ex-
perience. The Edgar Allen 
Poe experience follows the 
grandfather of the thriller as 
he is admitted to the hospi-
tal asylum for his final days. 

As the doctors and nurses 
try to subdue Edgar, he sees 
them transformed before 
his very eyes into his most 
iconic characters. The show 
is a part of Brian Clowdus 
Experiences. 

“You too will experience 
a maddening visit from The 
Raven in the night and hear 
the harrowing story of The 
Tell-Tale Heart, become a 
witness to The Fall of the 
House of Usher and attend a 
haunted dinner party hosted 
by a most mysterious Red 
Masked Man... are you a 
guest at Edgar’s final soiree 
or are you a fellow patient 
in the asylum,” the Brian 
Clowdus Experiences web-
site reads.

The experience lasts 
until Oct. 31 and takes 
place Thursdays through 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. and 9 
p.m. and Sunday’s at 7 p.m. 
located at The Gordon House 

at the Langdon Center at 308 
E. Bridge Street in Granbury. 
Tickets are available at www.
visitgranbury.com/bce/

Another highly-anticipated 
event is the annual Harvest 
Moon Festival of the Arts. 
The event is in its 45th year 
and celebrates art from all 
over the country. The festival 
highlights artists, makers, 
and craftspeople. The event 
also has artist gallery booths, 
food, entertainment, street 
dancing, and more. 

This year’s event will 
feature the first ever Wine 
Stroll, which allows guests 
to try and purchase a variety 
of wines while enjoying the 
festival.

The event will take place 
on Oct. 28 at 10 a.m. and last 
until 10 p.m. It will begin at 
10 a.m. and last until 4 p.m. 
on the 29. The art festival is 
free, but guests may pay to 
take part in the wine stroll. 

For tickets, visit https://bit.
ly/3PZE7A6 

There will also be an event 
featuring a life-size version 
of Clue. Guests can play as if 
they are actual characters in 
the game and play with life-
size board game pieces.

The fun will take place 
Friday, Oct. 13 through 
Sunday, Oct. 15, at The Neely 
House located at 304 E. 
Rucker St. Tickets for VIP are 
$40 each, while general ad-
mission tickets are $15 each. 
To purchase tickets, visit 
https://bit.ly/45r1SXs 

Granbury also has a pump-
kin patch for those classic 
photo opportunities and fun 
for the whole family. First 
Baptist Chruch is having 
their second pumpkin patch 
this year that will not only 
have plenty of pumpkins, 
but there will also be food 
trucks, kids’ activities, and a 
car show. 

The patch is open from 
11 a.m., to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First Baptist 
Church is located at 1851 
Weatherford Highway. 

LIPAN
There will be the Lipan 

Kick-A-Poo Classic Car Show 
that will feature vendors, 
food, auction items, raffles 
and more. All the money 
raised will benefit the Lipan 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

There will be 42 car awards 
given out and all sorts of ve-
hicles to be seen. 

The event is free to the 
public and will take place 
on Oct. 21 from 12 p.m. to 
4 p.m. at 200 Caddo Street, 
Lipan City Park North Caddo 
Street & Sears Street.

There will also be a “Boo 
Parade” at the Lipan campus 

on Oct. 27 at 9 a.m.
The school will also have 

a fall festival that will have 
games, food, barbecue, priz-
es, raffles, face painting, and 
much more. The festival will 
take place on Oct. 27 from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Osage 
Street. 

FlowerMarket4 also has 
pumpkins of all sizes, 
shapes, and colors for sale 
located at 102 W Lipan Drive.

TOLAR
Octolarfest is for the en-

tire community of Tolar to 
come together and support 
the Tolar Volunteer Fire 
Department. The event will 
feature live music, food, ven-
dors, bounce houses, corn-
hole, and more. 

The event will take place 
on Oct. 21 at The Feed Lot 
located at 8308 W. Hwy 377 
from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m.
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The 6th Annual Misson Granbury Ghost Fun Run 5K and 1K was held on Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023, in Granbury, Tx. The Ghost Run was chip timed by Race Day Event Services with medals for those placing 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd in each division. There were special trophies for Overall 5K Male/Female 39 & under, 40 - 59 and 60 plus. All runners received a participation medal.

 PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

People of all ages got in the spirit of Octoberfest by dressing up for the festivities during the Granbury Octoberfest last weekend. Vendors offered all sorts of shopping opportunities as well as food and beer. The 
Royal Klobasneks provided German music on Bridge Street while the Alraush German Dancers showcased different German dances.

 PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

GHOST RUN

OCTOBERFEST

THE PAPER YOU LOVE, BROUGHT TO LIFE IN PRINT, ON YOUR DESKTOP, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE
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25% OFF!
Salad Bar with Soup

*Must present coupon. Cannot combine with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/22.

Order Online (Groundedcs.com)
Drive Thru & Curbside Service

Daily Soups  /  Cater Special Events
Meeting Rooms (by reservation)

Join Us...

1207 NE Big Bend Trail / Glen Rose, TX / 254.269.0344 
Groundedcs.com        Mon-Sat 6am to 8pm

*Must present coupon. Cannot Combine with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/23

Complete Home Remodel
Kitchen Remodel

Bathroom Remodel
Outdoor Living Spaces

Pergola
Outdoor Kitchens

Fireplaces
Retaining Walls

Fencing
Golf  Cart Garage
Home Expansion

Exterior Makeovers

3518 S. Clifton Dr. / Granbury, TX 76049 

www.homeimprovementsbydoug.com

www.fnbgranbury.com • 817.573.2655  

CONNECT WITH US

Brian Clowdus Experiences opened the new “Edgar Allen Poe” on Thursday, Sept. 21 in Granbury to the delight of the community. Granbury was chosen as the site for the premier for the new experience that 
follows the grandfather of the thriller as he is admitted to the hospital. The event runs through Tuesday, Oct. 31. Tickets are available at visitgranbury.com/BCE

 PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Edgar Allan Poe Experience

hcnews.com

>>>>>> Want your news online?
Subscribe to the Hood County News and get breaking news, local events, sports coverage, classified 
ads, weather, videos, photos, coupons, sound off, 
opinion poll, garage sale maps at your fingertips. >>>>>>
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Comedian, Actor and Cowboy William Lee Martin brought laughs 
and a good time Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023, for his sold out show at 
Granbury Live.

Acton Nature Center
6900 Smoky Hill Ct.

Granbury, Tx
Long pants and closed-toed 

shoes are recommended

THE MONARCHS 
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and then to Mexico
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the Monarch Butterfly as they

journey to Mexico!

COMEDIAN, ACTOR AND COWBOY WILLIAM LEE MARTIN

Romancing the Monarch
The “Romancing the Monarch” 
event was celebrated on 
Saturday, Oct. 7. Sponsored 
by the Hood County Master 
Gardeners, attendants got 
to enjoy crafts, face painting, 
instructions on creating a 
butterfl y garden and the 
highlight, the releasing of the 
monarch butterfl ies. Further 
monarch festivities take place on 
Saturday, Oct. 21 from 10 a.m. – 
2 p.m. at Acton Nature Center.

 PHOTOS BY
MARY VINSON

HOOD COUNTY NEWS

OUR MISSION: The Hood County News shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that edu-
cates, enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.
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BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Granbury resident Adrienne 
Martin, who serves as chair of 
the Democratic party of Hood 
County created “Granbury for 
All,” a group that serves as 
a safe and supportive place 
for the LGBTQ community to 
come together.

The group was formed in 
August last year and contin-
ues to grow. 

Martin was inspired to cre-

ate the group after she was se-
lected to be a part of the HBO 
Max reality show, “We’re Here” 
that aired last November. 

Martin was featured on 
season three where the show 
focuses on three famous 
drag queens going around 
the United States and visiting 
small towns. In the series, the 
queens recruit a group of local 
residents to share their sto-
ries, increase awareness and 

Arriving at the airport to 
board your flight with an ex-
pired or damaged passport 
will do more than ruin your 
vacation. An invalid pass-
port is not a covered reason 
for cancellation under your 
travel insurance policy. This 
mistake can cost you thou-
sands of dollars and a huge 
disappointment. Here are 
some true tales of travelers 
I have met, stories from col-
leagues, and even some of 
my own clients I have helped 
save from disaster.

TALES OF A TRAVEL ADVISOR
Did you know that even 

the slightest damage to your 
passport can make it invalid? 
Does it have a few loose 
threads? How about a stain? 
Maybe a slightly torn page 
or bent and crumpled? Or 
maybe your husband washed 
his passport in his pants 
pocket, didn’t tell anyone, 
assumed it would be ok and 

went to the airport with it 
tattered and torn only to be 
denied boarding the flight. 
Any damage can invalidate 
your passport; it’s time for a 
renewal.

Did you know that the ex-
piration date is actually only 
valid until 6 months prior 
to your return to the US for 
many countries? Many popu-
lar travel destinations have 
entry/exit requirements that 
demand your passport have 
at least 6 months validity 
from the time of your sched-
uled departure from their 
country (the end of your 
trip) in order to enter their 
country. Don’t procrastinate, 
renew your passport early! I 
recommend renewing when 
you have 1 year left on your 
passport. Always check your 
expiration date before book-
ing your next trip.

Did you know that the US 
Department of State is cur-
rently experiencing a high 

volume of passport appli-
cations right now? This has 
increased the normal turn-
around time of 7-9 weeks 
up to 12 weeks or longer. Be 
sure to file your application 
with plenty of time. If your 
passport fails to arrive in 
time, you forfeit the cost of 
your nonrefundable vaca-
tion, and travel insurance 
will not cover any claim for 
failure to have a valid pass-
port. In current news, there 
is concern of a federal gov-
ernment shutdown. When 
this happens all passport ap-
plications and renewals stop 
until the shutdown ends. 
Apply now to get ahead of a 
potential shut down delay.

Did you know that pass-
ports for ages 16 and under 
are only valid for 5 years? 
Adult’s passports are valid 
10 years, and many times 
parents don’t realize their 
kid’s passport is only valid 
five years. It is a common 
problem when a family 
books a trip and assumes 
everyone’s passport has the 
same expiration date. A par-
ent looks at just their own 
passport (because the family 
got them all at the same time 
years ago for the previous 

trip) and the adult passport 
is valid; however, the kid’s 
passport is expired. Don’t as-
sume anything; check every 
passport.

Do you know the differ-
ence between the Passport 
Card and the Passport 
Booklet? Don’t make the 
mistake of getting the Card 
to save money. The Passport 
Card is only good for driving 
across the border at Mexico 
and Canada. You need the 
Passport Booklet to fly 
internationally. 

One final note: Make sure 
when booking air travel or 
cruise travel that you pro-
vide the full name exactly as 
it appears on the passport. 
Even a single letter or space 
difference, and you may 
not board the vessel. Fixing 
your name can be costly. A 
recent traveler had to spend 
$350 on a name change fee, 
plus the cost difference of 
rebooking the air at current 
rates compared to the cheap-
er rate they paid 10 months 
ago. All that just for a typo.

Zac@DaydreamVacations.
com | 817-559-7150

Light the Night

Please join us as we celebrate all survivors of domestic violence and 
remember the Texans who lost their lives to domestic violence in 2022.

Hood County 
Courthouse Gazebo

October 21, 2023
7 pm

CLASSIFIEDS

Find ContractorFind ContractorFind ContractorFind Contractors,
Service TechniciaService TechniciaService Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians, 
Mechanics, 
Carpenters,

Painters, 
and more 

in the

w w w. h c n e w s . c o m

THE IDLE AMERICAN

A man who 
got it right

Mention the name Walter 
R. Chambers to families 
with long connections to 
the tiny Coleman County 
community of Burkett, TX, 
and a hush of unreal pro-
portions is immediately 
evident.

Mr. Chambers’ views 
on all issues--school, 
sports, community and 
otherwise--carried the day. 
Respected as much as any 
educator of his era, he is 
most remembered for the 
boys’ basketball teams he 
coached during his entire 
career.

Oh, he was superinten-
dent, taught three math 
classes, and was a commu-
nity leader. He was there 
when the school opened 
in 1920 and wept with 
others when dwindling 
enrollment led to closure 
in 1957.

During the school’s 37 
years, 306 students gradu-
ated. Typically, there were 
about a dozen boys in high 
school, but they sched-
uled teams from Texas’ 
largest schools, usually 
emerging victorious. They 
won three-fourths of their 
games.

In the early years, the 
school didn’t even have 
a bus. “We were used to 
car rides to out-of-town 
games,” remembers Dick 
Koenig, a 1954 graduate 
who has remained in the 
community as a third-gen-
eration farmer.

Pat DeBusk, now a re-
tired industrial cleaning 
professional in Houston, 
was on the final team, fin-
ishing his last two years of 
high school in Coleman. 
He and Koenig--first cous-
ins--are the only remaining 
members of Chambers-
coached teams….

When the school opened, 
Burkett’s “sports facil-
ity” was an outdoor dirt 
basketball court. Interest 
grew, and soon all boys in 
high school--with one or 
two exceptions—went out 
for basketball every year. 
Chambers also coached 
girls’ teams when they 
had enough players. Soon 
Coach Chambers and his 
teams were the talk of the 
community.

Later, the Bluehawks 
played indoors, thanks to 
an abandoned old building 
in town. The owner didn’t 
charge rent but kept the 
gate receipts. In 1936, vot-
ers approved a $22,000 
bond issue for classrooms-
-and a gymnasium seating 
200 fans.

That a school bond 
would pass by a vote of 
44-4 says all one needs to 
know about the respect 
Mr. Chambers merited and 
maintained.

To say that he was a dis-
ciplinarian would be a seri-
ous understatement. “We 

knew he had a big board 
paddle, but we never saw 
it used,” Koenig said. 
“All of us respected him 
too much to cause him 
disappointment.”

The “survivors” don’t re-
member any players ever 
getting technical fouls. 
And they are certain that 
Chambers never got one.

The discipline and hard 
work paid off with three 
trips to the state tourna-
ment, including the final 
year of 1957. Leader of 
that team was Chambers’ 
grandson, who also was 
valedictorian.

Chambers’ two sons also 
played, and all his kin were 
leading scorers.

Koenig and DeBusk 
agreed that no one ever 
criticized the coach for 
anything.

Remarkably, he was able 
to keep everybody happy 
on all matters.

“Burkett would have 
made it to state a few 
more times except for the 
star player over at Avoca,” 
DeBusk remembers. The 
nemesis was Max Williams-
-later a basketball star 
at Southern Methodist 
University. He wound up 
his basketball association 
as general manager of the 
Dallas Chaparrals. The 
Chaps, members of the 
old American Basketball 
Association, moved to San 
Antonio, later to become 
the San Antonio Spurs of 
the National Basketball 
Association.

An aside: Details of 
Williams’ fascinating life 
in sports and oil explora-
tion are included in a won-
derful new book, “The Last 
Shot,” the final biography 
by the late and inimitable 
author, Caleb Pirtle III.

Small world observation: 
Mr. Chambers and Max 
Williams were cousins!...

The late Fred Sanner, 
Abilene Reporter-News 
sports editor, called 
Chambers “the dean 
of Texas High School 
Basketball Coaches.” High 
praise from a sportswriter 
who “called ‘em the way he 
saw ‘em.”

By all accounts, 
Chambers deserved every 
accolade. DeBusk summed 
it up well. “Players learned 
the game from Coach 
Chambers, who taught life, 
honor, and dignity first. To 
all who knew him, it was 
the ‘gospel according to 
Chambers.’”

A stroke claimed the be-
loved educator in 1975 at 
age 80.

Dr. Newbury, longtime 
university president, con-
tinues his regimen of writ-
ing and speaking. Contact: 

newbury@speakerdoc.com |
817-447-3872

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public 
speaker and former university president 
who writes weekly.

BY DON NEWBURY

COURTESY PHOTO

An invalid passport is not a covered reason for cancellation under your travel insurance policy. This mistake can cost you thousands of 
dollars and a huge disappointment.

DAYDREAM ACHIEVER

Zac Wilson is a Certifi ed Travel Advisor, 
ASTA Verifi ed Travel Advisor, CLIA Master 
Cruise Counselor, and owner of Daydream 
Vacations Travel Agency in Granbury. 
www.DaydreamVacations.com

BY ZAC WILSON

“They have the 
right to be here” 
Granbury resident creates 
group for LGBTQ community 

COURTESY PHOTO

Adrienne Martin was apart of the HBO Max show “We’re Here” that 
aired last year where Martin got to be a drag queen and put a spotlight 
on the LGBTQ+ community in Granbury.

Tips for renewing your passport

PLEASE SEE LGBTQ | C9
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MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNEC-
TIONS exercise classes: 9 
a.m. exercise (strength and 
balance); 10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 
30 a.m. exercise (strength 
and balance); 5 p.m. yoga. 
1321 Waters Edge Drive, 
Suite 1001. Details: 817-579-
2979. 

GRANBURY BRIDGE 
Club will hold an ACBL-
sanctioned duplicate 
bridge game at noon each 
week at the Acton Meth-
odist Church, 3433 Fall 
Creek HWY, Granbury, TX 
76049. Entry $8/person. All 
are welcome, come with a 
partner and compete for 
ACBL masterpoints! Info 
& reservations: 225-933-
4074. 

SONS OF the American Le-
gion Post 491 of Granbury 
Burger Night, from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. American Legion 
Post, 3409 Davis Road. 
Funds raised are used to 
support veteran and com-
munity youth programs. 
Open to members and 
guests. Details: 515-554-
6498. 

GRANBURY CIVIC Chorus 
rehearsals, 7 p.m. at Acton 
United Methodist Church, 
3433 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: granburycivic-
chorus2001@gmail.com. 
December program will 
feature songs of Christmas 
from around the world. 
www.granburycivicchorus.
org. 

TUESDAYS

LINE DANCING 2 p.m., 
Healthy Connections, 1321 
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 
1001. Details: 817-579-2979. 

GRANBURY JAM Session, 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m. at Brock’s Food and 
Drink, 4012 Acton High-
way. Bring your instrument 
or get up and sing! Details: 
505-710-5100. 

BEGINNERS’ CHAIR Yoga 
45-minute Class. Tuesdays 
at 1:30 p.m. - Donations for 
Local Charities are accept-
ed. Class will take place 
at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church located at 2301 
Fall Creek Hwy, 76049. For 
more information, call 817-
326-2201 

PEDALING FOR Parkin-
son’s hosted by the Hood 
County YMCA will be from 
1p.m. to 2 p.m. at 1475 
James Road. The program 
is led by a certified group 
fitness instructor and con-
sists of a pre- and post-
fitness evaluation, and 
45-minute spin/cycling ses-
sion. Program will last 12 
weeks. For more informa-
tion, call 817-624-9791 or 
e-mail communityhealth@
ymcafw.org. 

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot card 
game day. 10 a.m.; Domi-
noes (Mexican Train) 11 
a.m., Healthy Connections, 
1321 Waters Edge Drive, 
Suite 1001. Details: 817-579-
2979. 

HABITAT FOR Humanity 
of Hood County Wednes-
days and Saturdays from 
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. We are 
building in the 4000 block 
of Sundown Trail. No ex-
perience or tools needed.  
Just come build with us. 

THURSDAYS 

HEALTHY CONNEC-
TIONS exercise classes. 
9 a.m. exercise (strength 
and balance); 10 a.m. Tai 
Chi; 10:30 a.m. exercise 
(strength and balance); 
11:15 a.m. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 
817-579-2979. 

CHESS CLUB, from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at YMCA, 1475 
James Road. U.S. Chess Af-
filiate, all ages and skill lev-
els, children 10 and under 
must be accompanied by 
adult. Y membership not 
required. Details: Hood-
CountyChess.com. 

GENERAL TRIVIA, from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Brew 
Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
Street. Prizes and fun. Use 
your phone to play. Free. 

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Thursday at 5:30 
p.m. at 600 W. Moore St. 
Welcoming all levels of disc 
golfers. Show up at least 
15 minutes early to pay the 
$12 entry fee and warm up. 

 PEDALING FOR Parkin-
son’s hosted by the Hood 
County YMCA will be from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at 1475 

James Road. The program 
is led by a certified group 
fitness instructor and con-
sists of a pre- and post-
fitness evaluation, and 
45-minute spin/cycling ses-
sion. Program will last 12 
weeks. For more informa-
tion, call 817-624-9791 or 
e-mail communityhealth@
ymcafw.org. 

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hum-
mers Walking Club, 8 a.m., 
meet every Saturday at Hil-
ton Garden Inn, 635 E. Pearl 
St., for 5K or 10K walk for 
fun, fellowship and fitness. 
Details: 972-567-3278. 

HABITAT FOR Humanity 
of Hood County Wednes-
days and Saturdays from 
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. We are 
building in the 4000 block 
of Sundown Trail. No ex-
perience or tools needed.  
Just come build with us. 

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 
600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers. 
Show up at least 15 min-
utes early to pay the $12 
entry fee and warm up. 

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the 
first Monday each month 
at 7 p.m. at the Hood Coun-
ty Emergency Operations 
Center, 401 Deputy Larry 
Miller Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry 
needs people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort 
the ill, bereaved, infants, 
etc. 1 - 3 p.m. Acton Baptist 
Church Fellowship Hall, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: 817-326-4693. 

FIRST TUESDAYS 

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m., Granbury 
Doll House Museum, 421 E 
Bridge St. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome! 

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 
Guild meets to knit, learn, 
and share knitting tips 
each month at First Presby-
terian Church Annex, 303 
W. Bridge St. Coffee at 9:30 
a.m. and meeting from 10 

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Historical 
Society meets the 4th Tues-
day each month (except 
November and December) 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic 
Granbury Railroad Depot, 
109 E. Ewell St.  Contact 
Karen Nace 817-279-2995 
for additional details. 

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette 
Club meets on the first 
Thursday each month 
for fellowship, planning 
events, and other business. 
Dinner, if desired, at 6 p.m., 
meeting from 7 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at Spring Creek Bar-
beque, 317 E. U.S. Highway 
377. Details: bskaggs8@aol.
com. 

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT 
meets on the second 
Thursday of every month 
at 6 p.m. at the Emergency 
Operations Center located 
at 401 Deputy Larry Miller 
Dr. HoodCoCert@gmail.
com. 

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Sommerville 
A&M Club meets the 3rd 
Thursday (except June, July 
& August) at Spring Creek 
BBQ located at 317 W Hwy 
376 Granbury at 6 p.m., 
dining/social, 6:30 p.m. 
meeting. Other activities, 
fundraisers and meeting 
changes can be found at 
hscaggies.org. 

SECOND SATURDAYS

2ND SATURDAY Showoff 
at Fuzzy’s Taco Shop, 115 
W. Pearl St.  Car show, from 
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS 
Guild meets on the third 
Monday each month at 
United Coop Electric, 320 
Fall Creek Highway, 6 p.m. 
Details: 817-296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry 
needs people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort 
the ill, bereaved, infants, 
etc., from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Ac-
ton Baptist Church Fellow-
ship Hall, 3500 Fall Creek 
Highway. Details: 817-326-
4693.

PETS OF THE WEEKPETS OF THE WEEK
Lobo is a neutered male Chihuahua mix. He is approximately 11 
years old and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Lobo is friendly, social 
and good with other dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. His 
adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies vaccination, HomeAgain 
microchip, the first round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
Rico is a neutered male terrier mix. He is approximately 9 years old 
and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Rico is friendly and good with other 

dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. 
His adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies 
vaccination, HomeAgain microchip, the first 
round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
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Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway • (817) 573-4277

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm; 
First Saturday of each month (adoptions only) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Adoptable cats can be found at PetSense in Granbury!

  Check us out on Facebook at Hood County Animal Control, TX

Buddy is a male Doberman mix. He is approximately 5-6 years old and 
weighs about 55 pounds. Buddy is playful and very social. Special adoption 

fee of $25! The adoption fee includes sterilization, rabies vaccination, the 
first round of vaccines, pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain microchip.

Sammy is a neutered male domestic shorthair cat. He is approximately 
8 years old. Sammy is friendly and thrives on attention. His adoption fee is 

$25. The adoption fee includes his rabies vaccination, the first round of vac-
cines, pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain 

microchip.

GO PLAY

(682) 260-5920  |  cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

Friday, 13 October 2023 - Thursday, 19 October 2023

A Haunting in Venice (PG13)
Fri: 3:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:35PM, 7:10PM.
Thurs: 2:10PM, 5:00PM, 7:30PM

Killers Of The Flower Moon (R)
Thurs: 2:30PM, 6:45PM

PAW Patrol: The Mighty Movie (PG)
Fri: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 7:25PM, 9:50PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 1:55PM, 4:20PM, 6:45PM, 9:10PM.
Sun: 11:10AM, 1:35PM, 4:00PM, 6:25PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:30PM, 4:55PM, 7:20PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:25PM, 6:50PM

PAW Patrol: The Mighty Movie Sensory Friendly (PG)
Sat: 11:30AM

Saw X (R)
Fri: 3:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:45PM, 8:00PM.
Thurs: 7:45PM

TAYLOR SWIFT THE ERAS TOUR (PG13)
Fri: 6:00PM, 6:30PM, 10:00PM, 10:30PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 11:15AM, 1:30PM, 2:50PM, 5:00PM, 6:25PM, 
8:30PM,
10:00PM.
Sun: 10:00AM, 11:20AM, 1:30PM, 2:55PM, 5:00PM, 6:30PM.
Thurs: 3:30PM, 7:00PM

The Blind (PG13)
Fri: 3:45PM, 6:30PM, 9:15PM.
Sat: 10:15AM, 1:00PM, 3:45PM, 6:30PM, 9:15PM.
Sun: 10:15AM, 1:00PM, 3:45PM, 6:30PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:45PM, 7:30PM

The Creator (PG13)
Fri: 2:00PM, 4:25PM, 7:25PM, 10:25PM.
Sat: 12:25PM, 3:25PM, 6:25PM, 9:25PM.
Sun: 10:00AM, 1:00PM, 4:00PM, 7:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 7:30PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:45PM

The Exorcist: Believer (R)
Fri: 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM, 10:00PM.
Sat: 11:20AM, 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM, 10:00PM.
Sun: 11:00AM, 1:40PM, 4:20PM, 7:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with 
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion - including street address.

HOME IN ON MORE BUYERS

PLACE YOUR AD TO RUN IN PRINT AND ONLINE AT CLASSIFIEDS.HCNEWS.COM

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming 
Brush Chipping Service • Gutter Cleaning 

Shrub Trimming

Emergency Service • Storm Damage

Darrell Mercer
Residential & Commercial

mercertreeservice.net

817-247-5651

Insured                                         
Free Estimates

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

WE BUY WE BUY WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

promote acceptance in their 
communities. The residents 
get to compete in a one-
night-only drag show. 

“It was incredible. It was 
a really cool experience 
that was a once in a lifetime 
thing,” Martin said. “There 
was so much strife in the 
community and I saw all this 
hate online. You felt the en-
ergy in the air. It was so neg-
ative, but it gave me insight 
into how (LGBTQ) people are 
every day and they’re afraid.”

After the show aired, 

many residents of Granbury 
reached out to Martin ex-
pressing how alone they 
feel in the town as part of 
the LGBTQ community and 
some even expressed feeling 
threatened living in the town 
and unsafe. 

“We literally had nothing 
that was forming a com-
munity for LGBTQ people 
here in Granbury. We had to 
change that,” Martin said. 

Martin and her neighbor, 
who is a parent of a trans-
gender child, decided to cre-
ate “Granbury for all” and 
the group strives to be a last-
ing group that will continue 
to grow. 

The group started out on 
Facebook and now it holds 
monthly get-togethers. 

“My fear was that it would 
just be me showing up, but 
that hasn’t happened. We 
have anywhere from six to 
20 people show up. A lot of 
people really look forward to 
it. People are meeting people 
they wouldn’t ever have nec-
essarily met and feeling in-
cluded. I feel really proud of 
that,” Martin said.

“I want people to know 
and feel they’re supported, 
especially young people that 
maybe aren’t supported in 
their homes. Even if they 
don’t feel supported, they 

are. We’re here. There’s a lot 
of people who stand by them 
and will stand up for them,” 
Martin said. “That’s what we 
want to do. We want to watch 
this community flourish and 
make connections and feel 
safe and secure here. They 
have the right to be here just 
like anybody else, and no-
body has the right to intimi-
date people and make them 
feel like they don’t belong. 
They do belong.” 

To get connected to 
the group, just search 
for “Granbury For All” on 
Facebook. 

LGBTQ
FROM PAGE C8



C10 Hood County News SATURDAY, Oct. 14, 2023

www.hcnews.com

For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 
Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not learn on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

“Taking Care of our Member-Owners!”

817.444.3201 • tcectexas.com

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 
John and PJ Gibbs

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

Auto Repair & Lube Center

• Alignments
• Oil Change
• State Inspection
• Routine Maintenance
• Auto Repairs
• A/C Repair

621 West Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 79048

817-573-0202
Family Owned

& Operated

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM
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E Serving
Hood County

Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

APPLIANCES
• Refrigerators
• Washer/Dryer
• Dishwasher
• Cooktops
• Ranges
• Wall Ovens

FLOORING
• Tile

• Wood Look Tile
• Wood

• Vinyl Plank
• Carpet

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

Certified finanCial Planner™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches 
and a verse for inspiration.

ANGLICAN
Good Shepherd Anglican
3600 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2035
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Crossing Place
1900 W. Hwy. 377
214-930-7339
Elm Grove Assembly Of God
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar
254-835-4755
Faith Assembly Of God
300 Granbury Court
817-326-2270
First Assembly Of God
1900 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-1581
BAPTIST
Acton Baptist
3500 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4693
Allison Baptist
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan
254-646-9926
Bible Baptist
4804 E. Hwy. 377
817-579-5424
Brazos River Baptist
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy.
817-663-5384
Dennis First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-565-9027
Exalted Redeemer Baptist
1840 Acton Hwy.
817-247-7209
Fairview Baptist
5041 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-8968
Faith Baptist Of Hill City
Hwy. 56
254-965-3840
First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-613-2322
First Baptist
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan
254-646-2484
First Baptist Thorp Springs
2815 Lipan Hwy.
817-573-3339
Glen Rose First Baptist
201 West Gibbs Blvd.,
Glen Rose
254-897-2351
Granbury Baptist
1200 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-4943
Granbury First Baptist
1851 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-7137
Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
254-396-5773
Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa
3300 Oak Trail Dr.
Lakeside Baptist
500 W. Bluebonnet
817-573-2094
Mambrino Baptist
1625 Mambrino Hwy.
817-573-4901
Mission Bautista El Buen
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
817-573-4133
Oak Trail Baptist
4501 Peppertree Rd.
817-279-6430
Paluxy Baptist
1844 Acton Hwy.
817-579-5111
Patillo Baptist
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan
940-769-2968
Pecan Baptist
7178 Fall Creek Hwy.
682-205-1565
Rainbow Baptist
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow
254-897-2121
Southside Baptist
910 Paluxy Rd.
817-573-1462
Sovereign Grace Baptist
820 Paluxy Rd.
682-936-4988
Tolar Baptist
400 Tolar Hwy.
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist
320 W. Pearl St.
817-573-5318
Waples Baptist
1200 Temple Hall Hwy.
817-579-0509
Western Hills Baptist
507 Western Hills Trail
817-573-7588
BIBLE
Grace Bible
201 E. Clifton Rd.
682-498-3014
CATHOLIC
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
2301 Acton Hwy.
817-326-2131
CHRISTIAN
Dayspring Christian
3314 S. Clifton
817-573-0107
First Christian
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-573-5431
Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo
4900 Sonterra Ct.
817-578-0626
Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Circle
817-910-8868
The Evangelical Christian
608 Shady Grove Dr.
817-736-3041
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Downtown Church Of Christ
310 W. Pearl St.
 817-573-9862
Granbury Church Of Christ
1905 W. Pearl
817-573-2613
Lipan Church Of Christ
112 N Caddo St., Lipan
254-646-2297
Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ
4219 Old Granbury Rd.
817-573-6878
Thorp Spring Church Of Christ
3006 Thorp St.
817-776-1547
Tolar Church Of Christ
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4397
CHURCH OF GOD
Church Of God
1106 Weatherford Hwy.
817-279-6753
EPISCOPAL
Good Shepherd Episcopal
4530 Acton Hwy.
817-326-6074
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Granbury Jehovah’s Witnesses
3734 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-4259
LUTHERAN
Emmanuel Lutheran Elca
2301 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2201
Our Savior Lutheran
1400 N. Meadows Dr.
817-573-5011
METHODIST
Acton Methodist
3433 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4242
Cresson United Methodist 
110 South Crook St., Cresson
469-730-6496
Granbury First United 
Methodist
301 Loop 567,
817-573-5573
Solid Rock Global 
Methodist Church
201 E. Pearl St. Suite C207
682-498-3838
Temple Hall United Methodist
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385
Tolar United Methodist
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4005
Waples United Methodist
4323 Waples Rd.
817-573-9076

MORMON
The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints
1226 Ross Lane
817-573-6825
NAZARENE
Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene
921 Lipan Dr.
817-573-4041
PENTECOSTAL
Hood Pentecostal
3100 Beechwood St.,
817-279-0363
Calvary Church of Granbury
4800 Glen Rose Hwy
817-559-7372
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian
303 W. Bridge St.
817-573-2337
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist
2016 Acton Hwy.
817-326-3573
OTHER
Anchor Fellowship
3200 Acton School Rd.
682-990-8551
Bear Creek Community
18553 South Hwy. 377,
817-396-3245
Brazos Covenant Ministries
1950 Acton Hwy.
817-579-0968
Calvary Family
3306 Oak Trail Dr.
314-606-1211
Center Point
4332 E. Hwy. 377,
817-554-3432
Christian Science Society
528 N. Crockett
817-573-0457
Church On Thistle Ridge
4900 Sonterra Ct.
917-326-5501
Crossroads
200 S. Crook St., Cresson
817-886-9577
Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County
2401 Cedar Crest Dr.,
817-579-9332
Generations Church Of 
Granbury
5718 E. Hwy. 377,
817-326-5378
Hope Community
3206 W. Hwy. 377
254-243-0350
Lipan Cowboy
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan
254-396-3162
New Season Global Ministries
3755 Acton Hwy.
817-910-8777
Pure Praise
2901 Glen Rose Hwy.
817-279-3063
Rock Church Chapel
6101 Rock Church Hwy
Tolar, Texas 76476
St. John Victorian Mission Of 
Granbury
5031 Bandy Rd.
817-573-2669
Stonewater
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-579-9175
The Bridge
1107 Weatherford Hwy
254-522-5330
The Heights
1921 Acton Hwy
817-558-2121
The Sanctuary
4400 Daugherty Ct.
817-326-2709
Triple Cross Cowboy
3470 Lipan Hwy
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

This Devotional & Directory 
is made possible by these businesses 
who encourage all of us to attend 

worship services.

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Caring, It's what
we do best! ❤❤

174 Bed Facility
Private Rehab suites
22 Bed Secure hall
Skilled Nursing
Rehabilitation Services
Long Term Care

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

To schedule a tour, call
(817) 573-3726

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

Granbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, 
I am the one who helps you.’”

Isaiah 41:13

CALL TODAY TO 
ADVERTISE ON THE 
HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

CHURCH PAGE

817-573-7066817-573-7066

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE
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GLOBAL EATS
“Dining Around the World” 

is coming to Pecan today, 
Saturday, Oct. 14, from 5-9 
p.m., when dishes represent-
ing Germany, France, Italy, 
New Orleans, Polynesia, and 
Texas will be on the menu. 
No passport is needed to en-
joy this four-hour dining ex-
perience and entertainment 
at the clubhouse. Executive 
Chef Jordan Ray says, “There 
will be five mini restaurants 
set up in and around the 
clubhouse, and members 
and guests will be invited to 
eat and drink to their heart’s 
content.” Ray also adds that 
the evening “will be all about 
fun.” The “tour” will begin 
with a champagne start in 
the clubhouse lobby that will 
include a photo opportunity 
with an ice sculpture. Call 
the clubhouse front desk for 
reservations: 817-573-2641.

GROWING WELL
A workday is happen-

ing today, Saturday, Oct. 
14 at the Pecan Plantation 
Community Gardens, and 
“happy hour” in the gar-
den will occur Tuesday, 
Oct. 17. All Pecaners are 

invited to visit the garden 
to learn of its offerings. In 
addition, new members are 
always welcome. No previ-
ous gardening experience is 
necessary to join the group. 
Applications are available at 
the PAC front desk, and an-
nual dues are $25.

INFO MEETINGS
The board of directors 

for Pecan’s Volunteer Fire 
Department/Emergency 
Medical Service will host 
two town hall meetings to 
discuss the proposed as-
sessment increase in 2024 
today, Saturday, Oct. 14 (one 
at 10 a.m. and the other at 2 
p.m.), at the Charlie Lee EMS 
Building on Monticello Drive. 
Attendees will have the op-
portunity to learn about 
each department, as well as 
visit with board members, 
firefighters, and EMS crews. 
Displays, children’s activi-
ties, and demonstrations will 
also be a part of the day.

PAINT TIME
Tomorrow, Sunday, Oct. 15 

from 1-4 p.m. brings “Pecan 
Paint Along” with Kathy 
Yoders at the PAC. The day 

will include step-by-step in-
struction on completing an 
acrylic painting. No experi-
ence necessary; sign up at 
the PAC: 817-573-7952.

GENEALOGY GROUP
Pecan’s Genealogy Group 

will meet at 10 a.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 17 at the EMS meeting 
room on Monticello Drive. 
Everyone is welcome to the 
program covering the impor-
tance of fundamentals in ge-
nealogy presented by Carol 
Benson.

WOMAN’S CLUB
The next meeting of the 

Pecan Plantation Woman’s 

Club (PPWC) comes 
Thursday, Oct. 19. The day 
will include a business meet-
ing, lunch, and a program 
presented by Tootie Latte, 
a top accordionist in North 
Texas who charms audiences 
with Parisian, German, and 
Italian (and other types) of 
music. The tabletop char-
ity for the day will be Hood 
County Christmas for 
Children.

DINING DONATION
A recent project of the 

PPWC included procuring 
and donating leather bound 
menu covers for the Brazos 
Room. The new jackets 

made their debut the same 
day Pecan’s Executive Chef 
Jordan Ray revealed the new 
fall menu. 

GARAGE SALE
Pecan’s fall garage sale 

weekend is on the calen-
dar for Friday, Oct. 20 and 
Saturday, Oct. 21. Friday’s 
sale for members only will 
run from 3:30-7:30 p.m. 
with Saturday’s operations 
happening from 7 a.m.-5 
p.m. and open to the public. 
Residents received email 
with a QR code allowing 
folks who desire to be in-
cluded in the garage sale 
master list to add items 
available for purchase.

WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS
The next meeting of 

Pecan’s Widows and 
Widowers Club is coming on 
Tuesday, Oct. 24, and res-
ervations are due the week 
prior on Tuesday, Oct. 17. 
Secure a spot by sending 
email to caryl.mahaffey@
charter.net.

BOOKS TO GO
The Hood County 

Bookmobile will return to 
the PAC on Wednesday, Oct. 
25 from 3:30-5 p.m. Patrons 
may both check out and 
return library books at the 
bookmobile. 

HALLOWEEN HAPPENING
Trunk or Treat is coming 

to the PAC on Saturday, Oct. 
28 from 2-4 p.m., and volun-
teers are needed to distrib-
ute candy to the costumed 
little ones. Games, a costume 
contest, and loads of fun 
are on the menu. Call the 
PAC front desk to sign up: 
817-573-7952.

MORE IMPROVEMENT
Road work continues this 

week on Monticello Drive 

with the removal of the cur-
rent surface followed by ce-
ment stabilization. Weather 
permitting, this section of 
work will proceed to a point 
just before the front traffic 
circle.

WELCOME ABOARD
Congratulations to Pam 

Kuhlman on being selected 
to Pecan’s board of directors 
and best wishes for a suc-
cessful tenure.

GOLF WINNERS
Pecan’s Club Champion 

golf tournament last week-
end boasted more than 100 
golfers vying for titles at a 
most successful event.

Congratulations go to the 
winners for the day: Jared 
Harp, men’s winner; Kenna 
Harrison, ladies’ winner; Ken 
McCloud, men’s senior title; 
and Jeanne Green, senior 
women’s title. Many thanks 
also go to the pro shop staff 
and all volunteers who facili-
tated the day.

HOLIDAY OPPORTUNITY
Reggie Hargrove, a volun-

teer for Pecan’s Toys for Tots 
initiative, announces that 
the golf pro shop contains 
a bright red Toys for Tots 
donation box where donors 
may leave checks, which will 
in turn be used to purchase 
Christmas gifts for children 
in our community. In addi-
tion to leaving a donation in 
the box, folks may partici-
pate in the Toys for Tots Golf 
Tournament scheduled for 
Saturday, Dec. 2 when all 
proceeds will directly benefit 
Granbury’s local Toys for 
Tots group. Making this year 
“the biggest and best ever 
for as many local children as 
possible” is the goal for our 
golfing community.

dianedlong@yahoo.com | 
817-579-9360
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(817) 573-5548
www.visitgranbury.com

Information subject to change | Go to visitgranbury.com for more!

SHOP - DINE - PLAY - STAY

OCTOBER
Sep.21-30 Edgar Allan Poe Experience - B C Experience
13-15 Here’s to Clue--Spooky Edition
14 Granbury Rock N Blues Bash
14 Brazos River Corvette Club Annual Charity Car Show
14 Pub Shindy
21 Monarch Celebration & Tagging Event
21-22 Dallas Spartan Ultra 50K, Beast 21K, & Sprint 5K
28-29 Harvest Moon Festival of the Arts
November
4-5 World Tough Mudder Dallas Event
11 Veteran’s Day Ceremonies at Memorial Lane 
11-12 Tough Mudder Dallas Event - Granbury, TX 
10-11 Granbury Winter Wine Walk 
24 Night of Lights Lighted Christmas Parade 
24-Dec. 23 Santa’s House

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

COURTESY OF LANA ROBINSON

Tom Mareina, a member of the Pecan Plantation Safety and Security 
Committee, fi ngerprints Saylah Sullivan at last Saturday’s Fall 
Bazaar hosted by the PPVFD/EMS Auxiliary. For the fi rst time at 
this event, the committee fi ngerprinted little ones and distributed 
identifi cation kits to their parents and grandparents. Pecaners may 
watch for more opportunities at upcoming events. 

Auxiliary’s Fall Bazaar adds new offering for pecan residents
A Mississippi native who has been a Texas 
transplant for 29 years, Diane Long is a 
wife, mother, and former English teacher 
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for 
16 years cumulatively. She spends her time 
both gathering neighborhood news and 
collecting new books to read. 

BY DIANE LONG

A
t last week’s Pecan Plantation Vol-
unteer Fire Department/Emergency 
Medical Service Auxiliary sponsored 
Fall Bazaar, members of Pecan’s Safety 

and Security Committee fingerprinted children 
and distributed identification kits to their parents 
and grandparents. Residents may anticipate more 
such opportunities at upcoming neighborhood 
events.
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BY TERRI 
SCHLICHENMEYER

You heard there’s a spe-
cial creme inside them, so 
you’ll be sure to have one 
or five. The pies smell deli-
cious; sweetness and a nip 
of sour, your favorite. Cake, 
cookies, pile that plate and 
forget the diet. As in the 
new book, “The League 
of Lady Poisoners,” writ-
ten and illustrated by Lisa 
Perrin, some foods are sim-
ply to die for.

Poor Lucrezia Borgia.
Born in 1480 and rumored 

to be the love child of a 
Pope, it’s said that Lucrezia 
had a ring she wore every-
where. Supposedly, inside 
this beautiful piece of jew-
elry was a hidden compart-
ment that held a Borgia 
specialty — a poison that, 
when it benefited Lucrezia 
or her family (or both), was 
dumped into her enemy’s 
food.

Problem is, says Perrin, 
there’s no hard evidence 
that Lucrezia did what she’s 
accused of doing.

History likes to blame 
women of poisoning their 
lovers or others, and often 
for good reason: “most mur-
derers are men,” says Perrin, 
but “when women commit 
homicide, they are more 
likely to choose poison than 
a man is...” 

Keeping that fact in mind, 
says Perrin, we can’t lose 
sight of another truism: cen-
turies ago, when men held 
all the cards and women 
had few, if any, rights, wom-
en used poison because it 
was their best, most easily-
obscured way out of a bad 
situation.

“If you can look more 
closely at these women poi-
soners,” Perrin says, “you 
might... see their humanity 
as well...” 

There were, for instance, 
“professional poisoners” 
like Locusta, who worked 
as a hired assassin in first-

century Rome, and Giulia 
Tofana, who helped women 
escape “abusive relation-
ships.” Just more than a 
century ago, women of 
Nagyrev in Hungary partook 
in a “poisoning epidemic” 
to escape violent husbands. 
Sally Bassett provided poi-
son to her granddaughter 
for use against those who 
enslaved her. Mary Ann 
Cotton may’ve been one of 
England’s most prolific poi-
soners and in the U.S., Belle 
Gunness killed and killed 
and may have gotten away 
with it...

Here’s something you 
don’t see very often: a true 
crime book with a some-
what-lighthearted theme 
that begs its readers to be 
kind when considering its 
subjects. No, “The League of 
Lady Poisoners” isn’t mawk-
ishly sentimental, but it isn’t 
sensational, either.

That offers readers a 

chance to look at old mur-
ders in a different light. 

There’s no denying that 
author-illustrator Lisa 
Perrin includes some hor-
rible killers in this book, 
alongside tales of women 
who found themselves 
backed into a corner and 
did what they had to do. 
Easing the mood, there’s a 
little silliness tucked here 
and there, but you’ll mostly 
see that this book leans on 
women’s history as much as 
it does on true crime — and 
it does so with behind-the-
scenes info that invites you 
to feel a surprising sense of 
compassion. 

That makes “The League 
of Lady Poisoners” one of 
the most unusual, but wel-
come, true crime volumes 
you’ll ever read, and one of 
the most thought-provok-
ing. Look for it and you’ll 
see that this is a tasty little 
book.

SCREENSHOT COURTESY GIANT SPARROW

The approach to the Finches’ house, showing through the trees.

ASE CERTIFIED TECHS   ALL MAKES & MODELS  

www.cbac.com/granbury

(817) 573-3911  |  3809 E. US Hwy 377

Finding a qualified dealership alternative 
that’s easy to deal with.

(That’s driving joy.)

Fixing cars, driving joy.

$15 OFF $25 OFF

8 Year Winner

The Driving Hope For Her Tour 
Friday, Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday
October 20, 21, 23, and 24

The Hub Garage is encouraging people to follow the 
cup car’s journey around the country. Come take a 
picture with the colorful car... made entirely out of 
coffee cups to remind us how our spare change, spent 
on daily activities like a cup of coffee, could change a 
single mom’s life. Please share your picture to raise 
awareness and donations. 100% of donations go 
directly toward car repairs for single moms in need.

THANKS AGAIN FOR VOTING US #1 IN AUTO REPAIR 

FOR HOOD COUNTY FOR THE 9TH YEAR IN A ROW.

Locally-owned and operated by Mike & Donna Loter

Granbury  |  (817) 573-3911  | cbac.com/granbury 
3809 E. US Hwy 377 Granbury, TX 76409 

Keeping your community vibrant by 
supporting locally owned businesses.

(That’s driving joy.)

SCAN HERE 
TO DONATE#DrivingHopeForHer

Christian Brothers Automotive Granbury 
hosting ‘cup car’ to raise money for 
single moms car repairs.

GAME ON BOOK REVIEW

The bon-bons look yummy

COURTESY PHOTO

“The League of Lady Poisoners,” written and illustrated by Lisa 
Perrin C.2023, CHRONICLE BOOKS, $24.95,208 PAGES

What Remains of Edith Finch
A Gothic novel in an interactive graphic format

The game starts on a ferry 
in Oregon. It’s in first-person 
perspective, and we see an 
arm in a cast and a bouquet of 
lilies, so we know there’s been 
a tragic death. In the person’s 
lap is a diary with ‘Edith Finch’ 
written on the front. We open 
the diary, and Edith, the narra-
tor, starts talking.

“A lot of this isn’t going to 
make sense to you, and I’m 
sorry about that.” The scene 
changes, and you’re in the for-
est. Next to you is a pole with 
a “Missing” flyer for Edith’s 
brother Milton, who disap-
peared when she was four. 
Edith continues to narrate as 
you approach the house. As 
you look down, you’ll notice 
that Edith is visibly pregnant.

“The house was exactly like 
I remembered it. The way I’d 
been dreaming about it. As a 
child the house made me un-
comfortable in a way I couldn’t 
put into words. Now, as a 
17-year-old, I knew exactly 
what those words were. I was 
afraid of the house.” 

Edith’s mother leaves her 

a key in her will, and she ex-
plores the house and the sur-
roundings, discovering the 
Finch family history. You’re 
put into the first-person per-
spective of the family mem-
bers and the stories of their 
deaths. Every family member 
in the game dies in a weird and 
horrible way.

The story is set in a real 
place - Orcas Island, in 
Washington State. The settings 
are stylized but realistic, with 
a soft focus and muted colors. 
The interface is minimalist - 
no jumping, no object collect-
ing. It’s an oddly large open 
world environment, and you 
can do a lot of exploring. Some 
of it will advance the story, but 
most of it is completely unnec-
essary. To hear all the parts 
of the story, you’ll need to ex-
plore the entire environment, 
including all 13 rooms. Each 
one is marked with the de-
ceased family member’s name, 
birth year and year of death. 

This game is really more of 
a group of loosely connected 
stories in the Gothic horror 

tradition. The only puzzles 
you’ll solve are how to unlock 
each door, and there are no 
alternate endings. It’s a preset 
narrative. There are achieve-
ments within the game, based 
on how you play the individual 
minigame stories.

 Is there a Finch curse? The 
family certainly believed it. Is 
it only effective if you believe 
it exists? I suppose the game is 
presenting that as a question 
to be answered by the player.

I did not like this game. 
Absolutely no replay for me 
on this one - I have no inter-
est in ‘reading’ it again. One 
of the stories made me cry, 
and several left me feeling 
sad. It looks nice. They did a 
great job replicating the light 
of the Pacific Northwest and 
the green forest with dappled 
light and gray stone. The in-
teriors look great: highly-de-
tailed and no gaps. 

It won quite a few awards 
when it came out in 2017, in-
cluding Winner of Best Game 
at the 2018 BAFTA Game 
Awards, Best Narrative awards 
at the GDC 2018 Choice 
Awards, 2018 SXSW Gaming 
Awards, and The Game 
Awards 2017.

What Remains of Edith 
Finch (2017) was created by 
Giant Sparrow. Available on 
SteamOS for Mac and PC.

My opinions on computer gaming and 
some of my favorite games. I’ve been 
playing games on the home computer since 
the days of the Trash 80. I love indie, open-
world, unique, puzzle, and resource games. 
The cake is a lie.

BY JENNIFER HARRISON
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