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Candidates running for the Granbury ISD School Board came together on Oct. 2 for a candidate forum where the community got a chance to learn more about each candidate at the Lake Granbury Conference Center.
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Parents, students, and Granbury ISD School Board Trustees Melanie Graft and Karen Lowery stand outside of Granbury Middle School 
protesting after a bullying incident took place inside the school.
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Granbury Middle School parents 
protest after bullying incident 

GISD Board Trustee candidates come together for candidate forum

An interview 
with Dr. Jeremy 
Glenn, Part two
Voter Approval Tax Rate 
Election or VATRE
BY SAM HOUSTON
Publisher

Last week the HCN presented the first half of an exten-
sive interview with Dr. Jeremy Glenn, Superintendent of the 
Granbury Independent School District, which focused on 
the school bond issue proposition on the Nov. 7 ballot. This 
edition shall present the balance of Dr. Glenn’s interview, 
focusing on the other proposition on the ballot, the Voter 
Approval Tax Rate Election or VATRE.

If the VATRE is approved by the community the propos-
al will enable GISD to secure an additional $8.2 million in 
additional annual funding, while still reducing the overall 
school tax rate from the previous year. Due to action by 
the Texas state legislature, the overall GISD tax rate will 
decrease in the upcoming year. Rather than compress the 
tax rate to the maximum level allowed by law, the Board of 
Trustees of GISD has set the total tax rate at just over 93 
cents per $100 of assessed value.

Importantly, much of the $8.2 million created will not be 
subject to the state “Robin Hood” act which allows the state 
to recapture money from the wealthier school districts 
and redistribute the money to poorer districts. In 2023 
Granbury ISD sent more than 11 million tax dollars back to 
the state through this process.

The additional funds created by the VATRE would al-
low GISD to provide pay raises to teachers and staff, to 
add personnel thus reducing the student/teacher ratio in 
classrooms and to pay for security improvements on all 
campuses.

Opponents of the VATRE proposition believe taxpayers 
should receive the maximum tax reduction the legislature 
has provided, and while there will be a reduction if the 
VATRE passes, the reduction will be even more if the mea-
sure fails. There is also concern among voters that with the 
current economy, taxpayers should not be asked to provide 
pay increases to teachers when so many homeowners are 
suffering with rising expenses and inflation.

Publisher: Why are we having a VATRE election ?
Glenn: We are trying to generate more funds so we can 

compete in a market where Texas has seen a teacher short-
age, and we want to have money to improve security across 
our district. When we talk about the best practice for 
schools, we know the smaller the class sizes and the more 
one-on-one between the teacher and student tends to im-
prove the test scores, so these VATRE funds will allow us to 
do these things.

Publisher: By approving the VATRE proposition the GISD 
will receive an additional $8.2 million from the state annu-
ally. If the voters reject the VATRE proposition, GISD will 
not receive those funds?

Glenn: That is correct
Publisher: Why do teachers need a raise?
Glenn: For the school administration, we know how 

hard they work and how valuable an asset they are to what 

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Candidates running for the 
Granbury ISD School Board 
came together on Oct. 2 for 
a candidate forum where the 
community got a chance to 
learn more about each can-
didate at the Lake Granbury 
Conference Center.

The event was a two-hour 
long forum where candi-
dates were able to answer 
submitted questions from 
the community and con-
nect with voters that filled 
the room of the conference 

center.
Some in attendance 

included GISD School 
Board President Barbara 
Herrington of Place 1, 
Trustee Barbara Townsend 
of Place 6, and Trustee Billy 
Wimberly of Place 5.

Councilman Eddie 
Rodriguez of Place 2 was 
also in attendance as well as 
Councilman Steven Vale of 
Place 5.

Candidates include Mike 
Moore who currently serves 
on the board for Place 1 
(hoping to be reelected), 
Jessica Wark and Rhonda 

Rogers Williams are also run-
ning for Place 1. 

 Wark is running as a par-
ent and an alumnus of the 
Granbury district. Williams 
has been serving the com-
munity for 35 years and 
noted that she was a part of 
the City of Granbury Parks 
and Recreation board and 
has worked with Mission 
Granbury. 

Nancy Alana and Alejandra 
Muñoz are running for Place 
2 to replace Dr. Barbara 
Herrington whose term ex-
pires this year. 

Alana previously served 

on the school board for 12 
years and has served as both 
a teacher and principal in the 
district.

Muñoz came to the United 
States 35 years ago and is 
a mother of five. She ex-
pressed she is wanting to 
bring diversity to the com-
munity and live out the 
American dream. 

The event began with 
opening statements from 
each candidate then moved 
on to questions. 

The topics of the questions 
ranged from the proposed 
VATRE bond, the Homestead 

Exemption Act, how the 
candidates will give back to 
educators, Senate Bill 763, 
the Career and Technology 
Program at Granbury High 
School, thoughts on educa-
tors carrying firearms and 
supporting students creating 
clubs, improving educational 
ranking, and teacher pay. 

The candidates all want 
to focus on accountability, 
transparency and doing what 
is best for the educators of 
Granbury ISD if they are se-
lected to serve as a trustee 
on the school board. 

Voter registration informa-

tion is available at https://
www.votetexas.gov/register-
to-vote/. The last day to reg-
ister to vote is Oct. 10. 

Early voting begins on 
Monday, Oct. 23 and ends on 
Friday, Nov. 3. Early voting 
dates and times are listed be-
low and will take place at the 
Hood County Annex located 
at 1410 W. Pearl Street in 
Granbury, TX 76048.

Oct. 23 to Oct. 27, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Oct. 28, 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Oct. 29, from 
12 p.m. to 6 p.m., Oct. 30 to 
Nov. 3, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Erin Davis’ sixth-grade son 
was hit twice in the eye and 
had hand sanitizer put in his 
eye on Sept. 13, she said in an 
interview with the HCN.

This led Davis to open 
an investigation with the 
Granbury Police Department 
on Sept. 16. She also filed a 
grievance packet with the 
district on Sept. 26 after she 
claimed GMS did not follow 
the Granbury Independent 
School District’s code of 
conduct.

According to Davis, her son 

has seen the attacker still in 
school, which indicates he 
or she is not at the Behavior 
Transition Center. BTC is a 
setting for students who have 
exhibited either serious or 
persistent misbehavior on 
the originating campus.

“We are going to stand out 
here every day and protest 
until something is done,” 
Davis said during the protest.

Davis’ child has been afraid 
to attend school in fear the 
attacker is walking the halls. 

Davis and other parents 

stood outside GMS this week 
with signs in order to draw 
attention to the incident and 
to demand the student who 
attacked her son be placed 
into BTC. GISD Trustees 
Karen Lowery and Melanie 
Graft were in attendance on 
Oct. 4 to hear the parents’ 
concerns. 

The HCN requested a com-
ment from Graft and Lowery, 
but Lowery said, “We cannot 
speak on behalf of the dis-
trict. We are just here speak-
ing with parents and hearing 
their concerns.” 

Johnny Rose is one of the 
parents who protested out-
side the school, where two of 
his children attend. He also 
has two students who go to 
Nettie Baccus Elementary 
and fears for them to come 
to GMS. 

“It seems the school dis-
trict and in particular GMS 

has a reputation of isolating 
the victim and not the bully,” 
Rose said.

Maggie Reynolds, who is a 
friend of Davis, shared, “The 
school needs to stand with 
the kids.” 

Davis created a “Moms 
against Bullying” group on 
Facebook on Sept. 25 and 
hundreds of parents have 
joined the group.

According to Davis, many 
parents have confided in 
her with stories of bullying 
across the district and the 
parents are concerned with 
GMS’ handling of Davis’ son’s 
incident. 

The group plans to move 
its protest to the administra-
tion building to gain more at-
tention; members also plan to 
attend the next GISD School 
Board meeting slated for Oct. 
16. 

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

G
ranbury Middle School parents pro-
tested outside the middle school Tues-
day, Oct. 3 after a bullying incident took 
place inside a classroom during school 

hours in September.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS

RIBBON CUTTINGS

Your voice 
matters
Register to vote and make a 
difference in local elections

Chamber Message

In the vibrant tapestry of democracy, every 
citizen’s voice is a thread that weaves the fabric 
of our collective future. As we approach a pivotal 
moment in local governance with school board 
and city council elections on the horizon, it is im-
perative to understand the crucial role register-
ing to vote plays in shaping our communities. In 
the state of Texas, the deadline to register to vote 
is fast approaching, making this the perfect time 
to emphasize the importance of participation in 
these fundamental local elections. 

While national and state-level elections often 
dominate the headlines, it is local elections that 
have a direct impact on our daily lives. The deci-
sions made by school board members and city 
council representatives influence our schools, 
streets, neighborhoods, and public services. They 
determine property taxes, allocate budgets, and 
set policies that impact the quality of life for 
residents. 

School board elections are of paramount im-
portance as they influence the education of our 
children. School boards make decisions about 
curriculum, funding, teacher hiring and school 
policies. The quality of our local schools directly 
affects property values, the future workforce 
and the overall well-being of the community. By 
participating in school board elections, you have 
a say in the educational foundation of future 
generations. 

City councils are the heart of local governance. 
They oversee municipal services, zoning regu-
lations, infrastructure development and public 
safety. Their decisions shape the character and 
development of our cities. By participating in 
city council elections, you contribute to the cre-
ation of safer, more prosperous, and sustainable 
communities. 

To make your voice heard in the upcoming local 
elections, you must be registered to vote. In the 
state of Texas, the deadline to register is Tuesday, 
Oct. 10, 2023. The registration process is simple 
and can be done online at www.votetexas.gov/
register-to-vote/ or by filling out a voter registra-
tion application and mailing it to your county’s 
election office. Don’t miss this crucial deadline! 

Voting in local elections empowers you as a citi-
zen. It gives you a direct role in shaping the poli-
cies and priorities that affect your daily life. Local 
officials are often more accessible and respon-
sive to their constituents, making your vote even 
more impactful. Your participation can sway the 
outcome of these elections, as local races can be 
decided by a small number of votes. 

The upcoming school board and city council 
elections are opportunities to make a difference 
in your own backyard. By registering to vote and 
participating in these elections, you help create 
the community you want to live in. Don’t let oth-
ers decide your future for you — register to vote 
by Oct. 10 in Texas and make your voice heard in 
the upcoming local elections. Your vote is your 
power, and together, we can build stronger, more 
vibrant communities. 

We would also love you to join us Monday, Oct. 
9 for our next Candidate Forum for the Granbury 
City Council. This candidate forum will be held at 
the Lake Granbury Conference Center from 6-8 
p.m. Doors will open to the public at 5:30 p.m. 

CHAMBER NEWS

Residential Residential Residential Residential Residential • Commercial  Commercial  Commercial • Industrial Industrial

www.choosewisechem.comwww.choosewisechem.com
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NOW
HIRING

We appreciate your business!We appreciate your business!We appreciate your business!

The Pan Handle: Ribbon 
Cutting to celebrate the 
Grand Re-opening of The 
Pan Handle, located at 106 
N. Crockett Street. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Blushes Salon and 
Spa: Ribbon Cutting 
to celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of Blushes 
Salon and Spa, located at 
5464 Acton Highway. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Brew Aleworks: Ribbon 
Cutting to celebrate the 
one-year anniversary of 
Brew Aleworks, located 
at 715 Autumn Ridge Dr. 
#106
COURTESY PHOTO
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

A teacher’s “burning” lesson set a career path

There’s more inside 
than just headlines.
hcnews.com/subscribe

R
ecently, I was told 
a tale by a good 
friend regarding his 
elementary school 

days in Abilene. 
It would seem my friend 

was a typical west Texas 
boy of the late ‘50s. He rode 
stick horses, played ball, 
and had a group of friends 
with whom he was joined at 
the hip. They played at the 
vacant lot in the neighbor-
hood when school was out, 
spent the night at one an-
other’s houses, and sat close 
to each other in their class-
room. They ate their lunch 
together, played at recess, 
and fussed and fought with 
each other over the usual 
boyhood issues. Boys being 
boys, they would sometimes 
be ornery.

One day one of the boys 
brought a small package of 
Diamond wooden matches 
to school with him. Since 

this was a time when many 
people smoked cigarettes, 
matches were plentiful and 
found almost everywhere. 
Jimmy Jack took this box 
from the kitchen, where his 
mother used them to light 
the kitchen stove when she 
was ready to cook. The box 
was small but full of wooden 
matches and was easily con-
cealed in Jimmy Jack’s back 
pocket as he bounded out 
the door to school. 

Jimmy Jack did not really 
have a plan on what to do 
with the matches, and he 
fully understood he was not 
supposed to have them in 
his possession. His mother 
had warned the 8-year-old of 
the dangers of matches and 
forbade him from playing 
with them lest he start a fire 
or burn himself. The boy was 
not a bad boy, and though 
he knew he was disobeying 
his mother, he weighed the 

possible anger of his mother 
with the admiration of the 
other boys for bringing 
matches to school, and the 
choice was made. 

While standing as a group 
on the playground before the 
school day started, Jimmy 
Jack could not wait to tell 
the other boys what he had 
done. When they saw what 
Jimmy Jack pulled out of 
his back pocket, there was 
an audible, collective “wow” 
of admiration and disbe-
lief. Naturally, the urge to 
use one of the matches was 
overwhelming, so the boys 
went around the corner of 
the gym where their ac-
tions would be less visible. 
Jimmy Jack stuck one of the 
matches and lit a small pile 
of dried leaves on fire.

Just as the leaves caught 
fire, Miss Etta Mae Ewing, 
the school secretary, was 
walking up the sidewalk and 
smelled the smoke. She in-
vestigated, and as she came 
around the corner, the boys 
saw her and attempted to 
stomp out the evidence of 
their “crime.” Unfortunately, 
Miss Ewing knew something 

was up and told the boys to 
go to the principal’s office.

All five of the boys walked 
the slow walk of death to 
the office, knowing they 
were in serious trouble. Mr. 
Hunsucker, the principal, 
was a big man and, while 
friendly, intimidated the stu-
dents with his stature and 
authority. When he asked 
who had brought the match-
es, none of the boys spoke 
up. Jimmy Jack was silent be-
cause he wanted to avoid the 
consequences of his actions, 
and the other four, because 
they could not stand the idea 
of being a “squealer” on their 
buddy. Whatever punish-
ment would be dealt out, 
they would rather suffer the 
consequences than turn on 
their friend.

After making several inqui-
ries as to who was responsi-
ble and getting nothing in re-
sponse but blank stares from 
the culprits, Mr. Hunsucker 
announced since no one 
would come forward, all the 
boys would get a “lick.” He 
ordered the boys to line up, 
facing the wall, had them 
bend over, and proceeded 

to go down the line and 
give each boy a swat on the 
backside with his paddle. 
Two licks had been delivered 
as Mr. Hunsucker worked 
down the line to Jimmy Jack. 
When he delivered his blow 
on the offender, the paddle 
landed exactly where the 
box of matches was hidden. 
The box ignited, creating 
flames and smoke coming 
from the backside of Jimmy 
Jack’s britches. Seeing the 
smoke and feeling the heat 
of the incineration, the boy 
dropped on his backside and 
dragged himself on the hall-
way floor like a wormy dog, 
hoping to get away from the 
heat. The shocked principal 
scampered to put out the 
fire and protect Jimmy Jack 
from injury. The other boys 
screamed and shouted, un-
sure what had happened. It 
was quite a scene.

The fire was soon extin-
guished, and while Jimmy 
Jack had a small burn on his 
backside, no more “licks” 
were delivered that day. Each 
of the boys had to spend a 
day after school writing, “I 
will not play with matches” 

200 times and could not go 
outside to recess for a week.

My friend claims the in-
cident was a great educa-
tional moment. He maintains 
a sense of pride as all the 
boys protected their friend 
with their silence, even if it 
meant putting themselves in 
jeopardy.

Another lesson was also 
learned. None of the boys 
ever brought matches to 
school again, and curiously, 
Jimmy Jack may have been 
inspired to his future profes-
sional calling, as years later 
he became a fireman! 

Educators never know 
what impact they will have 
on their students. 

Thought for the day: The 
best teachers are the ones 
that tell you where to look, 
but not what to see.

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com |
817-573-7066, ext. 260
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Amerson Meyers

FolksFolksaround town

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.

BY SAM HOUSTON

Marketing Consultant
BRITTANY BOWERS

brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Amerson Meyers!

“I’ve lived in Granbury all 21 years of my life” said 
Amerson Meyers. She loves being the first smiling-
faced folks checking into the Hilton Garden Inn see. 
She also works and loves interacting with customers 
and staff at the “Super-cute” Arts & Letters Bookstore 
on Granbury Square, where reading anything but text-
books bring her great joy. Both positions help pro-
vide her with opportunities to exercise her excellent 
customer service skills, which she has a real knack for. 
Meyers followed in the footsteps of her parents and 
graduated from Granbury High School in 2020, what 
she refers to as the “COVID class”. Meyers then con-
tinued her education at University of Texas at Tyler to 
earn a degree in psychology with a minor in market-
ing. Meyers said that there is a lot she loves about life 
here in Hood County, it was a wonderful place to grow 
up, but her future plans include spreading her wings 
beyond the county line. Wherever her career takes her, 
Meyers plans to continue to check out Hood County 
News social media posts to keep up with latest home 
town headline news.

Granbury child falls victim
to fatal shooting incident
BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Nayeli Carranza, an eight-
year-old student at Brawner 
Elementary School, was shot 
by another juvenile on Sept. 
25, in the 2900 Block of Oak 
Trail Shores subdivision 
in Granbury, according to 
the Hood County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Carranza was flown 

by air medical to Cook’s 
Children’s Hospital in Fort 
Worth and was later pro-
nounced deceased. 

According to Hood 
County Sheriff Roger Deeds, 
“The incident is still un-
der investigation, and the 
District Attorney’s Office is 
taking the lead.”  

The Texas Rangers 
also are working with the 
District Attorney’s Office on 

this investigation.  
“Nayeli was the most pre-

cious little girl. She loved 
school, loved her teachers, 
and loved her friends. She 
came in the door every 
single day with the biggest 
smile on her face,” Sandy 
Ruiz, Brawner Elementary 
School Principal said. 
“Nayeli gave the best hugs. 
She was loved beyond mea-
sure at Brawner, and we will 

never forget this precious 
angel and her contagious 
smile.” 

Brawner students and 
staff members wore purple 
on Sept. 29 in honor of 
Nayeli as that was her fa-
vorite color. An account has 
been set up at First National 
Bank to help the family with 
funeral expenses.

City extends moratorium through October 2024
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

The Granbury City 
Council voted unanimously 
at its regular meeting on 
Oct. 3, to extend the city’s 
current development ban 
within the central, western, 
and eastern corporate city 
limits and extraterritorial 
jurisdiction.

“This is an ordinance that 
we have. There’s no sense 
in elaborating on that,” 
said City Manager Chris 
Coffman, during the meet-
ing on Tuesday. “We’ve been 
down this road before. We 
still don’t have the capacity, 
or the permit cleared from 
the appeal process.”

A moratorium — mean-
ing a temporary ban — was 
first enacted for new de-
velopment in the eastern 
part of the city in December 
2020, when there was a 
delay in building the sec-
ond wastewater treatment 
plant caused by protests 
of the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) permit application.  

In September 2022, TCEQ 
commissioners sent the 
dispute to the State Office 
of Administrative Hearings 
(SOAH) for a contested case 
hearing, according to a pre-
vious article in the HCN. 
TCEQ unanimously ap-
proved the city’s wastewa-
ter permit request on Oct. 5, 

2022.In October 2021, city 
officials made the moratori-
um city-wide due to growth 
in other parts of the city and 
because the current waste-
water treatment plant was 
reaching capacity. Although 
upgrades are currently be-
ing made to that facility, city 
officials say that its’ capac-
ity cannot be expanded.

The city’s moratorium is 
not a total halt to all devel-
opment in the city, how-
ever. According to the city 
website, projects that meet 
certain timetables and/or 
conditions are allowed to 
proceed. This moratorium 
limits additional demand 
being added to an already 
overburdened wastewa-

ter system. Once the East 
WWTP is constructed and 
operational, the system is-
sues will be resolved.  

This is the fourth time 
that Granbury’s morato-
rium has been extended, 
from its original enaction 
in December 2020, to an 
extension on April 6, 2021, 
Oct. 4, 2021, and Sept. 20, 
2022.

For more information or 
for questions on develop-
ment, call the Community 
Development Department 
at 817-573-1114.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243
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TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS
Information should be 

submitted at least two 
weeks prior to the event 
for consideration. The 
Community Calendar is 
a free listing in the Hood 
County News to inform 
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should 
be open to the public 
and free to attend. Email 
the who, what, when and 
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street 
address for the location. 
The topic for the meeting, 
program or guest 

speaker must be included. 
Email to: 
calendar@hcnews.com. 
Calendar information 
runs in chronological 
order as space 
IS available. 

space 
available. 

pace 
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SATURDAY, OCT. 7

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC 
Women of Hood County 
Annual Scholarship Lun-
cheon.  Guest speaker: Gloria 
Campos, Retired Dallas News 
Anchor & Blanco County 
Democratic Party Chair.  Si-
lent Auction. 11:00 a.m., De-
Cordova Bend Estates Coun-
try Club.  $35, with proceeds 
benefitting local high school 
scholarships.  Details: 254-
716-5195.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
Church of Granbury is having 
their fall rummage sale at 300 
W. Bridge St. between 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Don’t miss out on 
fabulous items at very low 
prices.

SUNDAY, OCT. 8

INFORMATIONAL MEET-
ING for American Heri-
tage Girls and Trail Life Boys 
at noon at Promise Point 
Church, 5904 Walnut Creek 
Circle, Granbury. After the ini-
tial meeting American Heri-
tage Girls and Trail Life boys 
will meet on the first and 
third Sundays of the month. 

MONDAY, OCT. 9

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC 
Women of Hood County 
monthly meeting. Program:  
Candidates for Granbury 
ISD School Board.  11:00 a.m. 
Spring Creek Barbeque, 317 E. 
Hwy 377, Granbury.  Details: 
254-716-5195.

THE NORTH Central Texas 
Civil War Roundtable will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at Spring 
Creek Bar-B-Que, 317 E. 
Hwy 377. The program will 
be presented by one of our 
members, David Wells. David 
is a retired Marine who spent 
30 years in the Corps, serv-
ing in a variety of positions, 
including a tour as an infantry 
commander in Vietnam. A 
graduate of the University of 
Texas, with graduate degrees 
from Georgia State University 
and the Naval War College, 
he will speak on “Marines in 
the Civil War.” Visitors are wel-
come, and there is no charge 
for first-time attendees. For 
more information, visit our 
website at http://www.ncent-
excwrt.com.

LGAA GENERAL meeting at 
6 p.m. at Shanley House, 224 
N. Travis Guest artist Clara 
Johnson who will demo her 
silk painting technique and 
hold a two-day workshop. 
For more information, please 
email Sue Bagwell at Lgaa-
Workshops@gmail.com

CALENDAR

CORRECTION
Under the division of Individuals, the category of Car Salesperson, James Osborne of Mike Brown Hyundai was listed as the winner, however, we were 
told he had retired, and Mike Brown Hyundai is not in business, so runner up, Aaron Lemons with Van Griffith Kia, received the first-place winner certifi-
cate, and the runner up was given to Aubrey Lopez with Van Griffith Kia.

Under the division of Home Services, the category of Pest Control, there was a tie for the runner up. Wise/Chem Safe Pest Control was not listed in our 
section.

We apologize for the oversight.

IN FAVOR OF VATRE

Our schools have always been 
the heart of our community, but by 
failing to pass the school bond last 
year, the voters have constrained 
GISD’s ability to effectively address 
our population growth. Despite this, 
the district has done a superb job of 
managing our scarce resources to 
serve our students. This outstand-
ing fiscal management has been 
recognized by the Texas Education 
Agency who gave GISD a score of 
100% on Financial Integrity, award-
ing them a rare “A” score!

The board has presented a new 
proposition, laser focused on the 
immediate needs of our community. 
They want funds for a new elemen-
tary school, campus improvements, 
buses, and increases in teacher pay. 

We have not built a new elemen-
tary school since 1996. Our elemen-
tary and middle schools are beyond 
capacity, forcing the district to 
house students in portables. These 
structures are not secure, leaving 
our students vulnerable.   The bond 
would provide a new elementary 
school behind HEB and would ex-
pand Acton Middle School, gaining 
us much-needed classroom space. 
The bond also provides for safety 
enhancements and some renovation 
of all the elementary schools plus 
the 2 middle schools. This will allow 
GISD to better serve the students 
academically in a safe and comfort-
able environment. 

Many individuals have expressed 
concerns about the safety and well-
being of their children as they ride 
the buses.  The beginning of the 
school year has been excessively 
hot, resulting in air conditioning 
and maintenance problems. This 
bond will provide for a new bus barn 
in the north part of the district and 
30 new buses, thereby shortening 
runs, rectifying maintenance issues, 
and reducing travel time. The cost 
of this bond is a reasonable $151.7 
million.

The second proposal is for a Voter 
Approved Tax Rate Election (VATRE) 
which will provide a 10% permanent 
raise for all teachers and staff (cus-
todians, bus drivers, cafeteria work-
ers, etc.). We have lost many talent-

ed teachers and staff members to 
neighboring communities who offer 
better financial compensation. In or-
der to attract and keep high quality 
teachers, we must be able to offer 
competitive salaries. The best part 
of the plan is that, if approved, the 
state will help fund this increase.

The bottom line for many individ-
uals is how this will affect our taxes. 
The good news is that GISD dem-
onstrates superb financial steward-
ship. The facilities bond ($151.7M), 
is like a mortgage loan, and will not 
increase this year’s school taxes. 
When considered with VATRE the 
state formula permits GISD to re-
duce the tax rate from the current 
99 cents to 93 cents per hundred. 
This places GISD next to the bottom 
of all ISDs in Northern Texas, an 
admirable position for our citizens 
and community. 

I most strongly recommend vot-
ing “yes” on both Prop A, the VATRE 
10% raise for teachers and staff, 
and Prop B, facilities to address 
the student growth in GISD! Let’s 
make these common-sense proposi-
tions happen, and God Bless Hood 
County!

Ron Massingill
Hood County Judge

TEXAS TAXPAYERS SHOULD NOT 
PROVIDE MONIES FOR PRIVATE 
SCHOOLS

I write this letter out of concern 
for the idea that taxpayers of Texas 
should provide monies for stu-
dents to attend private schools. I 
am opposed to this idea for several 
reasons which I will outline below. I 
am certainly not an expert on this is-
sue, but I do have some experienced 
background as all four of my grand-
children are graduates of private 
schools. This was possible because 
their mothers were faculty mem-
bers at their respective schools and 
as such standard tuition fees were 
waived.

First, I think we can all agree that 
most students attending private 
schools come generally from finan-
cially affluent families. The question 
is whether the proposed $8,000 an-

nual stipend will go to all students 
or just those whose parents would 
be financially challenged relative to 
their ability to afford private school 
tuition, books, extracurricular activi-
ties, etc. If it goes to all students, 
then the program is largely a “hand-
out” to affluent folk. I hope this is 
not the case!

Secondly, assuming the payout 
is only going to students whose 
parents cannot afford send their 
child(ren) to a private school with-
out a taxpayer funded stipend, then 
who might these students be? I be-
lieve it safe to assume the students 
will be from upper middle class 
working families that can afford 
to send their children to private 
schools, but the financial burden 
would be considerable. I also sus-
pect that the students will need to 
be of above-average aptitude. If this 
is true, what sort of student does 
that leave in our public schools? 
And of equal importance, what 
“power” do the parents of the new 
public school student population 
have in terms of influencing public 
educational policies and associated 
funding? Whether we like it or not, 
affluent folk have greater impacts 
on school policies than do financial-
ly challenged parents. My concern 
is that the educational advocacy for 
public schools will further decline if 
we use taxpayer monies to enhance 
opportunities for a greater num-
ber of students to attend private 
schools. Concurrently, that means 
advocacy for using taxpayer dollars 
to fund public schools will decrease 
rather dramatically.

Finally, what funding level is going 
to be required by private schools to 
expand and upgrade private school 
infrastructure? Do you believe 
private school advocates might at-
tempt to garner additional pub-
lic funds to expand private school 
infrastructures? If successful in 
garnering such funds, I expect that 
will come at the expense of our pub-
lic schools. God only knows what 
the long-term impacts of that will 
be. From my perspective, I believe 
when a government refuses to fund 
public schools at a reasonable and 
fully sustainable level, our future 
is rather dim as we fail to prepare 

the next generation for responsible 
governing.

Rod Heitschmidt
Granbury

WATCH OUT FOR THOSE DRAGONS

As the whole free world knows, 
Donald J. Trump is a loud-mouthed 
bully. I normally don’t listen to 
anything he or his brain-dead 
Republican disciples say by simply 
changing the channels. Through 
news sources and social media, 
Trump likes to threaten people who 
can’t respond simply because they 
don’t demand the kind of news cov-
erage he does. And what can you say 
about social media other than it is 
a cesspool of questionable human 
behavior.

Recently, Trump threatened death 
to one of our national heroes, for-
mer Chairman of the Joint-Chiefs of 
Staff General Miley, a combat vet-
eran who earned three purple hearts 
serving our country in past wars.

Trump’s mouth may yet come 
back to haunt the man. I remem-
ber an old saying developed from 
watching nighttime flights of Puff 
the Magic Dragon in Viet Nam in 
1966. The saying went like this, “If 
you can’t take the heat, don’t tickle 
the dragon”. 

Grady Smith
Granbury

GUIDELINES FOR 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

 Submit letters to www.hcnews.
com/forms/letters. Letters must 
include author’s first and last name, 
and home address. Specific address 
will not be published.

Writers are limited to one letter 
every 30 days.

Letters should be 500 words or 
less. All letters are subject to edit-
ing. All submissions to the Hood 
County News will become the prop-
erty of the Hood County News. 
Letters to the Editor will appear in 
the Saturday edition of the Hood 
County News.

Questions: Call 817-573-7066 or 
contact Publisher Sam Houston.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COMMUNITY BUSINESS
BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

“Cherry Creek 
Mortgage is 
a full-service 
mortgage bank 
that combines the 
best of both large 
and small lenders. 
We continue to 
look for potential 
new partners with 
strong local teams, 
a history of growth 
and community 
commitments.” 
Thank you for 
joining the 
Granbury Chamber 
of Commerce! 

COURTESY PHOTO

“An innovative, 
learner-driven 
approach to 
education that 
celebrates personal 
responsibility, 
creative freedom, 
and leadership! 
An independent 
private school in 
Hood County where 
learners become 
leaders.” Thank 
you for joining the 
Granbury Chamber 
of Commerce!

COURTESY PHOTO
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BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

A Hood County EMS em-
ployee recently received a 
prestigious honor from the 
North Central Texas Trauma 
Regional Advisory Council 
(NCTTRAC). 

Ricky Reeves, executive di-
rector for Texas EMS in Hood 
County, was honored with 
the Journey of Excellence 
Award in September.

According to the 
NCTTRAC news release, the 
Journey of Excellence Award 
is awarded to an individu-
al, group, or organization 
recognized for exemplary 
performance and whose con-
tribution has exhibited in-
tegrity, vision, collaboration, 
inspiration, leadership and 
a strong commitment to the 
mission, goals, and values of 
NCTTRAC.

Reeves — who has served 
45 years total in both EMS 
and the fire service — was 
described by the NCTTRAC 
as someone who is “well-re-
spected” and “valued” for his 
knowledge and expertise in 
“all things EMS.”

“To me, the Journey of 
Excellence Award says a lot 
(coming from) from your 
peers,” Reeves told the HCN. 
“I’ve lived in EMS my entire 
45 years, and I still do it. 
I love it. God gave me the 
knowledge and expertise 
to be able to help manage 
and help my community 
and that is giving back to 
the community that I love. 
This award comes from our 
North Central Texas Trauma 
Advisory Council, so it was 
a group of people from hos-
pitals and EMS, so getting 
the award from your peers 
is just very rewarding for 
recognizing what you’ve 
worked on and achieved (is 
being noticed).”

Reeves’ EMS journey began 
when he was only 18 years 
old, as his servant’s heart led 
him to pursue a career where 
he could not only provide for 
his mother but also give back 
to the community of Mount 
Pleasant.

“I grew up in a very, very 
poor family,” he explained. 
“My mom and dad split when 
I was very young, so I was 
raised by my mother, who 
couldn’t work. I had a lot of 
the community help us, like 
churches, organizations, and 
mentors of mine who helped 
mold me. When I turned 18, 
I went to the local hospi-
tal and started inquiring 
about how you get into the 
medical field. They had an 
EMT class, so I got enrolled 
and then from that point, I 
went to medical school in 
Texarkana.”

Reeves said once he got 
his paramedic’s license, he 
returned to his hometown 
to “give back to the commu-
nity” that had supported him 
and his family over the years.

In 1978, he started work-
ing as an EMT for the Mount 
Pleasant hospital district, 
while also serving on the 
Mount Pleasant Volunteer 
Fire Department, where he 
eventually moved up the 
rank to become a captain. 

In 1992, the Texas Board of 
Health divided the state into 
22 regions, called “trauma 
service areas,” and a regional 
advisory council (RAC) was 
formed in each region to 
develop and implement the 
trauma system for that re-
gion, according to texasjrac.
org.

Reeves then served on 
the F region committee for 
Mount Pleasant, where he 
eventually became chair 
elect and then chair — re-
maining as chair until 2000.

In 2000, he went to work 
for the Lewisville Fire 
Department as the EMS chief, 
where he became involved 
with that region’s RAC as the 
finance chair and then later 
the chair elect, and chair. 

“I was on one of the origi-
nal forming committees that 
created the Emergency Task 
Force that we have today,” he 
explained. “We respond to 
the hurricanes and the fires, 
and then I was on all kinds of 
committees with the state.”

Reeves was a member of 

the Texas EMS Alliance Board 
of Directors, as well as the 
Governor’s EMS & Trauma 
Advisory Council (GETAC) 
EMS Committee.

In 2015, however, an un-
predictable finding from 
doctors changed Reeves’ life 
forever, when it was discov-
ered that he had a tumor on 
his brainstem, leading him 
to have immediate brain 
surgery.

“It wasn’t supposed to be a 
very good outcome, but I ac-
tually had a blessed, success-
ful surgery — two of them 
actually in one week — and 
they removed the tumor,” 
he explained. “With all that, 
in 2016 I was awarded the 
Department of State Health 
Services EMS Administrator 
of the Year Award which is 
one award given out in the 
state for that role, so I’ve re-
ceived it and numerous oth-
er accolades over the years.”

He was also recently 
awarded the President’s 
Award for his commitment 
to EMS in Texas from the 

Texas EMS Alliance (TEMSA), 
a Texas EMS trade organi-
zation representing all EMS 
providers across Texas.

In 2018, Reeves retired 
from the Lewisville Fire 
Department as EMS divi-
sion chief and moved to 
Granbury, where he began 
his role as executive director.

“I knew where Granbury 
was, but I never dreamed I 
would come to this,” he said. 
“I had never been down here. 
I had never seen it until I 
came and did my interview, 
but I just kind of fell in love 
with the place.”

Reeves has now been the 
executive director of Texas 
EMS in Granbury for five 
years — but there’s one 
component of the job that 
he wishes more residents 
understood.

“Texas EMS is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit,” he explained. 
“We do not receive subsi-
dies from the county, city, 
or hospital. We are only run 
through our reimbursements 
from our transports and any 
donations. We are unique 
in that we’ve been here 22 
years, and it’s one of the very 
few agencies in the state of 
Texas that has that business 
model.”

Texas EMS was formerly 
called Granbury and Hood 
County EMS before it was re-
branded to its current name 
in 2006. However, Reeves 
explained how the name led 
to some misunderstandings 
that the city or the county 
owned the emergency medi-
cal service organization, 
which is not the case.

“It’s not financially sup-
ported by anybody, but now 
people think that because we 
say Texas EMS, they think it’s 
owned by the state of Texas 
now,” he explained. “People 
see that thinking we’re a 
big organization owned by 
somebody else and we’re 
not. We’re homegrown, we’re 
home owned, and we have a 
board of directors that man-
age the organization.”

Reeves compared Texas 
EMS to other nonprofit orga-
nizations like Ruth’s Place 

and United Way of Hood 
County.

“We rely on donations and 
reimbursements to keep us 
flowing and it’s beginning to 
get harder and harder with 
the changes in the healthcare 
industry, but people need to 
know that the 911 ambu-
lance service they rely on is 
nonprofit,” he said.

Due to the growth in Hood 
County, Reeves said it’s be-
coming harder for Texas EMS 
to bring in enough revenue 
to support the organization.

“We’re out and we ask for 
donations,” he said. “We 
have a membership that 
people can pay to help cover 
and offset the cost of an EMS 
ambulance ride.”

Not only does Reeves have 
45 years of experience in 
the EMS and fire service, but 
he has also served over 30 
years working with Regional 
Advisory Councils, specifi-
cally NCTTRAC, and over 
15 years serving at the state 
level, working in support 
of EMS and hospitals with 
GETAC and other associated 
organizations.

“It is a long journey, 45 
years,” he added. “Most med-
ics are in the business about 
five years, so to be able to 
be where I’m at today, it’s a 
blessing, and it’s something 
that I love to do.” 

Reeves said he will con-
tinue to serve in some capac-
ity with Texas EMS for the 
foreseeable future until he 
decides he’s ready to retire.

“We have a bunch of pro-
fessional men and women 
dedicated to making sure 
that everyone they come in 
contact with is treated like 
their family and gives them 
the best care,” he added. 
“That’s what I push and 
that’s what I believe in.”

Reeves is a resident of 
Granbury, where he lives 
with his fiancé Kathy, and 
stepson Kealon.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

817.692.5555
www.tikiturf.net

 PREMIUM 
SYNTHETIC GRASS

� Pet relief areas
� Golf putting and 

chipping greens
� Pool-side lawns and 

accents 

� Outdoor 
entertaining spaces

� Playgrounds
� Sporting fields

PET TURF 

Many of our 
clients with both 
large and small 
yards desire turf 
that will stand up 
to their pets daily 
living.  We offer 
antimicrobial infill 
and organic zeolite 
which control the 
growth of bacteria, 
suppress odors, 
absorb moisture, 
are weather 
permeable, are long-
lasting, and look 
and feel natural.  
Best of all, no more 

PUTTING GREENS

Whether you're an 
avid golfer, new to the 
game, or enticing your 
5 year old to play golf, 
a Tiki Turf installed 
putting green will 
upgrade your backyard.  
We offer small putting 
greens that can fit into 
unused corners of your 
yard, or transform an 
entire backyard into 
a chipping range and 
putting course.  We are 
lifelong golfers and we 
take pride and pleasure 
installing golfing 
features.  

AESTHETICS 
WITHOUT 

MAINTENANCE 

Installing any 
of our various 
synthetic grass 
solutions will create 
an outdoor living 
space that's always 
wonderful to look 
at and enjoy.  No 
more monthly 
maintenance 
expenses or 
increasing water 
prices will benefit 
the environment 
and your wallet. 
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Executive Director of Texas EMS in Granbury Ricky Reeves, middle, was awarded the Journey of 
Excellence Award from the North Central Texas Trauma Regional Advisory Council (NCTTRAC) in 
September. 

Texas EMS executive director receives NCTTRAC Journey of Excellence Award
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BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Granbury Volunteer Fire 
Department is operated by 68 
volunteers to keep the communi-
ty safe every single day with three 
stations in Granbury.

These volunteers are certified 
through the State Firefighters Fire 
Marshal Association. Training is 
done through the Hood County 
Fire Academy in a 10-week pro-
gram where a portion is done 
through an online class and then 
through hands-on work in the 
field.

“They cover every single part 
of the state curriculum. They 
cover tarps, ladders, to fire sup-
pression to filling air bottles and 
everything in between. It’s a full 
program. There’s a ton of infor-
mation we give them,” Chief Matt 
Hohon said. “If they showed up 
for everything and passed all the 
online classes, they’re eligible for 
their State Firefighters and Fire 
Marshals skills testing and writ-
ten testing. Our program can be 
in lieu of a career academy.” 

The department has a wide 
range of ages between the volun-
teers with some being straight 
out of high school, to some retir-
ees. This wide range gives ample 
opportunities for the different 
generations to learn from one 
another. 

Many wonder why the depart-
ment is only run by volunteers 
and not full-time firefighters.

“One of the hardest things to 
explain to the public, is a volun-
teer’s mentality. Your volunteers 
are committed to this,” Hohon 
added. “I am fully open to the 
challenge of explaining and de-
fending the department in the 
ultimate justification.” 

According to Hohon many fac-
tors play into this including fiscal 
reasons, physical performance, 
and crew numbers.

Hohon said one of the biggest 
differences between working for 
a volunteer department versus a 
career department is being able 
to see the true impact of giving 
back to the community that same 
day. 

“You definitely know the im-
pact you have. I would argue 
that’s probably the most valuable 

thing I’ve learned from it. A vol-
unteer fire department’s impact 
on a community can be truly gi-
gantic not only from the service 
point of view but from the fiscal,” 
Hohon added.

As a volunteer firefighter, there 
are no set schedules, and the 
members are able to come and 
go as they please. A day in the 
life can include basic chores of 
the station including cleanup and 
making the station look present-
able. Members also are expected 
to continually study the trucks 
and familiarize themselves with 
the equipment. 

Hohon noted the average time 
it took a crew to get out of the 
station and onto a call in 2022 
was two minutes, 29 seconds. 

“The national standard for a 
career department is 90 seconds. 
The national standard for vol-
unteers is 10 minutes just to get 
out. So, we’re far exceeding the 
national standard,” Hohon said. 
“Part of the reason our response 
times are so low is because we 
have a culture of people hanging 
out at the station.” 

From the beginning of this year 
to August the station received 
1,053 calls with the medical-relat-

ed calls being the highest at 228 
and the hour with the most calls 
being around 3 p.m. 

Hohon added that on average 
at any given time there are typi-
cally two to six members at the 
station during the day and one to 
three members during the night.

The department has multiple 
squad vehicles, rescue vehicles, 
brush trucks, tankers, a light and 
air truck, engine trucks, an attack 
truck, ladder trucks and boat 
operators. 

Hohon added the department 
is well-funded and well taken 
care of by the city and the county.

“You have to start looking at 
other cities that have career de-
partments that are kind of like 
us and then you say, ‘does this 
city have Granbury Live, does this 
city have an arts program, does 
this city have a thriving square?’ 
You start going through it and 
you think how on earth does 
Granbury have all that? How are 
they even having the opportunity 
to consider a discussion about 
an arts center and wine walks? 
The fact of the matter is, it’s that 
volunteer fire department allows 
that because we don’t represent 
this huge fiscal chunk of the bud-

get,” Hohon said. 
Hohon noted it is important for 

the department to remain trans-
parent with the city, and how 
they are operating — even when 
they are struggling.

Hohon added that many fire 
departments around the country 
are having a hard time getting 
more employees, but his depart-
ment has done well with market-
ing and recruiting volunteers.

“I think we’re on the right path 
because our membership num-
bers are up and I’m going to keep 
pushing it up,” Hohon said. 

When it comes to the future, 
Hohon noted his goal is to “al-
ways maintain a quality level of 
service to the citizens. It’s all for 
naught if we can’t provide a qual-
ity level of service.”

Hohon has created everlasting 
memories while serving as chief. 
“The memories I have at the sta-
tion are by far the best memories 
I have and there are hundreds 
and hundreds of them. By far the 
most rewarding part as Chief is 
knowing I’m saving the citizens 
a ton of tax money. The ability to 
set a goal and a direction for the 
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The Granbury Volunteer Fire Department responds to a large � re. 
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“Grindstone Investigations is a private investigation 
business built on decades of experience and 
dedicated professionalism with a focus on 
conducting investigations, employment 
background screenings, personal security, law 
enforcement and business management.” Thank you 
for joining the Granbury Chamber of Commerce!

COURTESY PHOTO

We are very thankful for our amazing ambassador, 
Carrie Spivey! Carrie has served as a Chamber 
Ambassador for one year! When asked what she 
loves about being an ambassador, she said, “Being 
connected to my city, businesses that make this 
town awesome, & the opportunity to share about 
how incredible our town is.” Fun Fact about Carrie: 
“I was an extra in the movie ‘Born on the Fourth of 
July!” Thank you, Carrie, for being an ambassador of 
the Granbury Chamber of Commerce!

Scott Ashford 
Real Estate, 
LLC

Scott Ashford
Realtor Sales Agent

Proudly serving all of 
Hood, Somervell, and Erath Counties

4% is all you ever pay for 
full service Real Estate!

Proud parent 
of a Marine

Berry Wealth Group, LP is a registered investment advisor.

817.573.9595
920 Whitehead Dr.
Granbury, TX 76048

BerryWG.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
AS BIG AS TEXAS ITSELF.

Michelle Berry 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

Call for a Free Consultation.

 

Personal Planning  •  Capital Management  •  Investment Consulting 
 Tax E�ciency  •  Risk Management  •  Legacy Planning

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

AMBASSADOR SPOTLIGHT

COMMUNITY 
BUSINESS

Granbury’s Volunteer Fire Department Chief works to 
serve the community and create a positive environment

PLEASE SEE GVFD | A7
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we do. More importantly, 
our Board of Trustees looks 
around at other districts 
in our area, like Crowley, 
Burleson, Cleburne, and 
Weatherford. Those districts 

are paying substantially more 
than we are paying and we 
have lost good, experienced 
teachers to those districts. It 
is not just in the difference in 
annual salary but how it af-
fects a teacher’s retirement. 
Teachers do not receive social 
security and their retirement 

is based on their five highest-
earning years. So, the top five 
years are extremely impor-
tant because they determine 
the amount a teacher receives 
for the life of their retire-
ment. When a teacher with 
experience starts to look at 
their retirement future, they 

quickly understand they need 
to maximize their salary and 
thus they are inclined to move 
job locations for a higher pay-
ing job. We have lost quality 
staff to these other districts 
which pay substantially more, 
because we are not competi-
tive. I do not think it is our 
goal to say Granbury pays 
more than anyone else, but we 
do need to be competitive to 
keep quality staff in place.

Publisher: How many teach-
ers are in the district?

Glenn: Approximately 600
Publisher: Isn’t it true a 

significant number of teach-
ers left last year, and many of 
those losses were due to com-
pensation issues?

Glenn: The last two years 
we have seen a heavy loss of 
staff. Teaching is a hard pro-
fession with increasing state 
mandates. There are a lot of 
ways we want to improve our 
culture, but it always starts 
with fairly compensating the 
staff. It is an issue that must 
be dealt with.

Publisher: How does the tax-
payer benefit from the district 
receiving better facilities and 
retaining their best teachers?

Glenn: Parents want good 
schools for their kids. As a 
community, we want to be 
proud of our schools and the 
students they produce. We 
are a growing community and 
sometimes that can create 
frustration as we manage the 
growth. I think if you look at 
communities in west Texas 
which have seen businesses 

dry up and disappear and 
then the schools suffer, you 
can see the overall loss in the 
community. It slowly dies.

We feel like the school is 
the center of the community. 
Good schools mean our kids 
have a place where they are 
safe, where they grow and 
prosper, and they have the 
keys to the American dream 
of a brighter future.

The economic reality is that 
good schools are a driving 
force in increased value for 
homes. Good schools also 
bring business to town be-
cause businesses want their 
employee’s children to receive 
the benefit of quality schools. 
All of this improves the local 
business community and thus 
the local economy. 

Publisher: I think many peo-
ple wonder how we can have 
teacher pay increases and add 
more staff, and not have a tax 
increase. Is the school district 
misleading the voters?

Glenn: Absolutely not and 
let me be clear. Because of 
the action of the legislature 
the school tax rate will be less 
next year. The school board 
believes that not taking the 
maximum tax compression 
permitted and utilizing only 
a portion of it will still reduce 
the tax burden on our resi-
dents, but generate funds to 
fulfill GISD’s needs. Voters 
will see a year-over-year 
reduction. This is what the 
VATRE is all about… giving 
the school the authority to not 
take the maximum compres-

sion of the tax rate and using 
a portion of the compression 
to fund raises for teachers 
and additional staff.

Publisher: Can you summa-
rize what both Proposition 
A and Proposition B are, and 
their impact on the tax rate?

Glenn: Proposition A is 
the VATRE. Approval of this 
proposition will generate 
more local and state revenue 
for GISD. We will use this rev-
enue to fund staff raises and 
reduce student/teacher ratios 
in classes and enhance securi-
ty. If approved, Granbury will 
not decrease to the maximum 
school tax rate under SB2, 
but instead will only decrease 
approximately 6 cents. If ap-
proved, our overall school 
tax rate would be just over 
93 cents. Last year the overall 
school tax rate was just over 
99 cents. 

Proposition B is a bond for 
school facilities. If approved 
by the voters, Granbury ISD 
will use the $151.7 million to 
construct a new elementary 
school, and provide life cycle 
replacements and renovations 
to all other district elemen-
tary schools and both middle 
schools. Additionally, the 
bond would support a new 
bus hub and 30 additional 
school buses. The district’s 
current I &S tax rate of 14.5 
cents will remain the same if 
the bond is approved; how-
ever much like a home mort-
gage, the district will be tak-
ing out a 30-year note to pay 
off these bonds.

County approves sewage maintenance 
classes for single-family homeowners
BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

Single-family homeowners 
can now maintain their own 
septic systems upon comple-
tion of one of three qualify-
ing classes, following a 3-1 
vote from the Hood County 
Commissioners Court on Sept. 
26.

For some, this new devel-
opment has stoked fears of 
possible contamination of 
Lake Granbury and the state 
no longer allowing it to be a 
recreational lake, according to 
a previous article in the Hood 
County News.

Several questions and con-
cerns about allowing home-
owners this freedom as op-
posed to contracting with a 
knowledgeable service provid-
er led to a few disagreements 
in the 30-minute discussion.

Four classes were placed 
on the agenda, but one was 
later removed by the recom-
mendation of Hood County 
Environmental Health Director 
Jeannie Stacks, who claimed 
the Environmental Training 
Systems course was an ad-
vanced continuing education 
class and was not tailored for 
homeowners.

The three classes available 
for single-family homeown-
ers who wish to maintain their 
own septic systems are: Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension (of-
fered as an online course), 
Texas Engineering Extension 
Service (TEEX) located in 
College Station, and Texas On-
Site Wastewater Association 
(TOWA) located in Bridge City.

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Nannette Samuelson said 
that approving these classes 
was a requirement based on 
the order that was approved 
by the Texas Commission of 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
a few weeks prior. 

Hood County Judge Ron 
Massingill then asked if any-
one from the Brazos River 
Authority (BRA) would like 
to come up and speak on the 
topic. 

Mike McClendon, regional 
manager for the BRA, ex-
plained that the BRA is an au-
thorized agent that precludes 
homeowners from entering 
into maintenance agreements 
and taking care of their own 
systems unless they meet two 
qualifications: they must be a 
certified maintenance provid-
er, and they must hold a class 
E wastewater license before 
being certified by the manu-

facturer of the aerobic system.
“Any measures that the 

Commissioners Court would 
take that would enhance 
the water quality of Lake 
Granbury BRA will be sup-
ported,” he stated.

Massingill then asked 
McClendon if a Hood County 
resident lives in “close prox-
imity” to Lake Granbury, 
and if they take one of these 
classes, would it “adequately 
protect” Lake Granbury?

“It all depends on the in-
dividual,” McClendon said. 
“But some of the organiza-
tions that you have up here 
are renowned for wastewater 
treatment, so it depends on 
the individual and how much 
they put into it in their sys-
tem. There (are) some people 
that can operate it and that 
should be allowed to, but 
there’s some that probably 
shouldn’t.”

Stacks followed by saying 
that residents who do live 
near the lake are required by 
the BRA to have chlorinators 
on their systems that would 
shut the entire system down 
if levels became too high and 
would remain off until the 
chlorination is back within the 
recommended levels.

“The Brazos River 
Authority’s rules are 75 feet 
from lakes and streams, 
TCEQ’s rules are 50 feet,” she 
stated. “In that instance, the 
Brazos River Authority’s rules 
are actually more stringent.”

Massingill then asked for 
clarification from Stacks that 
homeowners who maintain 
their own septic systems must 
have a contract with a licensed 
maintenance provider.

Stacks said that was correct, 
until the new order took place. 
She explained that now home-
owners who maintain their 
own septic systems have to 
have a contract with a licensed 
maintenance provider for the 
first two years.

She added that all other 
aerobic treatment systems, 
including commercial, multi-
family systems, and specula-
tive rental properties are re-
quired to have contracts with 
licensed maintenance provid-
ers per state law. 

“If you have a duplex, you 
can’t live in both sides of that 
duplex — you can only live in 
one side,” she explained. “So, 
you will be required by law to 
have a contract. Even though 
you are a licensed homeowner 
living in one side of that du-
plex, you’re renting the other 
side out.”

Massingill then asked 
Stacks if the Hood County 
Environmental Health 
Department would be tasked 
with inspecting each On-Site 
Sewage Facility (OSSF) system 
to ensure that every home-
owner is complying with the 
order.

“We have the right to enter 
any property that has a sys-
tem every single time and in-
spect, so if the court requires 
that we inspect those sys-
tems once a year, we can do 
that,” she explained. “Other 
than that, we should be going 
off of what the reports say. 
If they turn in a fault, we can 
go check and see what that 
fault is. If we receive a report 
from a maintenance provider 
that says the area goes out, 
we go out and initiate a com-

plaint and see if the aerator 
is still out, or if it hasn’t been 
repaired.”

Samuelson said that Stacks 
is also in the process of post-
ing the form on the Hood 
County Environmental Health 
Department’s website for 
residents who wish to take the 
class.

“(They’ll) complete the 
form, take the class, provide 
evidence of the class, and sign 
an authorization that they are 
taking the responsibility for 
maintaining their system and 
that they understand what 
that means, as far as the fre-
quency of testing and turning 
in the report, and they will file 
that with the Environmental 
Health Office,” Samuelson 
said. 

Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Dave Eagle recited Texas 
Health and Safety Code 
366.0515 (g), which states, 
“The owner of a single-family 
residence shall maintain the 
system directly or through a 
maintenance contract.”

“Even the state statute gives 
the homeowner of a single-
family residence an option,” 
he said. “But it goes further 
than that. 

“If you’ve got a population 
of at least 40,000, if there’s 
a violation that occurs for a 
homeowner that’s maintain-
ing his own system, he’s writ-
ten up and has 10 days to fix 
it. If he fixes it, fine, everybody 
goes down the row. But that 
starts a three-year clock tick-
ing that within three years, 
if he gets another violation, 
he must go contract with a 
provider. He gets a warning 
for the first time, he fixes it, 

it’s fine. But if he gets another 
one, he has to go get a pro-
vider, and if he doesn’t fix it, 
he has to go get a provider. 
So, that’s the state rule right 
there.”

Eagle continued by say-
ing he knows there’s concern 
about being in close proxim-
ity to a lake but said that his 
argument has always been for 
stronger regulations.

“Does it really fix any-
thing? Maybe it does, maybe it 
doesn’t,” he said. “I think that 
we’ve got something here that 
matters. I would hope that’s 
reasonable, but that’s between 
what we have and what the 
state allows. I assume that 
people are going to do the 
right thing, and the govern-
ment tends to assume they’re 
going to do the wrong thing, 
and I just don’t agree with 
that.”

Massingill then asked 
Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Kevin Andrews if he received 
an email from Hood County 
resident Todd Garner. 

“Basically, the question 
is, how will it benefit the 
quality of Lake Granbury?” 
Andrews said, before sum-
marizing Garner’s questions. 
“’How many areas in the state 
of Texas allow homeowner 
maintenance? How many BRA 
watersheds allow homeowner 
maintenance? Has a recom-
mendation come from the 
Brazos River Authority con-
cerning the change in the pol-
icy and the effect that would 
have on Lake Granbury?’ 
Actually, I think for the two 
questions, the vast majority of 
the state allows homeowner 
inspections.”

Following more discussion, 
Massingill stated that he is 
opposed to “any homeowner 
that’s close to the lake main-
taining their own aerobic sep-
tic system, period.”

“I think that Lake Granbury 
is so important to Hood 
County and the city of 
Granbury,” he said. “I’m to-
tally against this, and we’ll see. 
It may be too late to do any-
thing about it if people do not 
inspect their system and do 
what they’re supposed to do.” 

Samuelson then reminded 
the public that requirements 
for testing or reporting on 
the status of each homeown-
er’s sewage system have not 
changed.

“Jeannie still has all her 
authority to cite individuals, 
homeowners, septic provid-
ers, and maintenance provid-

ers if they’re not doing the 
job,” she said. “Nothing along 
those lines have changed.”

Massingill then asked about 
the current test results for 
Lake Granbury, as he was 
concerned about potential 
contamination. 

“It is my understanding 
that there are three testing 
pods on Lake Granbury at this 
point,” Stacks said. “One is 
at the 51 bridge, one is at the 
377 bridge and other one is at 
the dam. Those are the only 
places that are currently being 
tested.”

When asked if any of the 
three were showing problems, 
Stacks said the Highway 51 
bridge “has been increasing” 
over the last few years, but she 
didn’t have her current num-
bers in front of her. 

Samuelson then talked 
about a professor from 
Texas A&M University, 
Anish Jantrania, who came 
to speak at a previous Hood 
County Commissioners Court 
meeting. 

“He came up and talked to 
us a few months back when 
we weren’t finished with the 
process,” she said. “His com-
ments were what he’s seen 
across the state is that when 
homeowners are trained to do 
their own maintenance, the 
status actually improves so 
coming from someone who 
that’s their life and their pro-
fession, that was a really good 
thing to hear.”

Andrews chimed in next by 
saying an “educated home-
owner is the best weapon” 
against a contamination 
problem.

“The vast majority of people 
I know don’t want to live in 
their own sewage,” he said. 
“They’re willing to take care 
of this. There needs to be 
enforcement for those that 
don’t, but let people do the 
right thing. I clean my house; 
I expect other people to do it, 
too.”

“Only time will tell,” 
Massingill said. “It may be too 
late.”

Samuelson then made 
the motion to approve the 
qualifying classes excluding 
the Environmental Training 
Systems. 

With Precinct 3 
Commissioner Jack Wilson ab-
sent, the motion passed with 
a 3-1 vote, with Massingill vot-
ing “No.”

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

COURTESY PHOTO 

Upon completion of one of three qualifying classes, single-family homeowners can now maintain their 
own septic systems.

GLENN
FROM PAGE A1

organization and being able 
to have the membership em-

brace it.”
 Fire prevention week takes 

place from Oct. 8-14. The de-
partment is working with both 
public and private schools in 

the area throughout the week 
to educate students on fire 
safety.

Hohon noted the best fire 
prevention tip is to make your 

home has working smoke de-
tectors and to change out the 
batteries every year. For traf-
fic safety, Hohon encourages 
everyone to stay off the phone 

while driving, as it is not only 
against the law but can also 
cause deadly accidents. 

The department is always 
in need of volunteers; the pro-

cess requires a background 
check and an interview.

For those interested in 
learning more about becom-
ing a volunteer, visit gfvd.org. 

GVFD
FROM PAGE A6
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Classifieds
10

50 Lee Overstreet Realtor, Winston Properties (817) 219-5246

Beautiful, 3-2.5-2 townhome. Walking distance to the golf
course, clubhouse, swimming pool & marina. Open & airy
with raised ceiling, covered patio, fenced yard. Enjoy the
many club amenities including golf, tennis, lake access,
etc. Price Improvement $334,900.

4515 Overlook Court

DCBE - Gated Community

1020

Cemetery Lots
2 Cemetery Plots in Holly Hills Memo-
rial Park, Garden of Prayer, Lot 129-C,

spaces 3&4. Total $2500.
Contact Lee Velta 718.614.2490;

lee.velta@gmail.com

1050

Homes for Sale

1080

Mobiles for Sale

MOBILE HOME - GRANBURY Hello,
my name is Brian I’m looking for a
mobile home, a fixer upper.
I have about $20,000 if you have an
old mobile let me know. Call or
text...thanks (817) 881-6722

14x60 older 2-bed, 1-bath mobile.
Fenced yard, concrete drive, carport.
No owner financing. $45,000 cash an
carry offers. Chris 682-202-5008

5090

Cleaning Services
HOUSECLEANING Call Army Neill

817-964-8019.
References available.

KAREN'S EXPERT CLEANING SER-

VICES Residential cleaning. Serving
our area since 1994. (817)776-0260

5100

Computer Services
NEED COMPUTER HELP?

Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
andmore. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450

5110

Construction

GENTRIFIED PATIO COVERS We Of-
fer You An Array Of Options To Get
You Covered FromThe Elements
And The Bugs! From Screen Room
Enclosures of Wood Or All Alu-
minum. Solar or Clear View Insect
Screen. Patio Covers, Carports,
Sheds, Fences, Decks, Even If You
Just Need A Re-stain. No Job Too
Big Or Smaller! We Are Locally-
owned. Google Gentrified Patio
Cover for more pictures. Residen-
tial, Insured, Free Estimates.
Gentrifiedpatiocovers.com (817)
243-4525

5120

Clock Repair
ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC
NO JOBS TOO SMALL!

(817) 613-1465, (817) 266-7239

5170

Fencing

FENCING

254-434-1967

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION

Since 1970.
Quality cedar fences.

Redwood patio pergolas.
Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

5200

Home Improvement

COUNTRY BOY HANDYMAN

DECK, PERGOLAS,

CARPENTRY, PAINTING & MORE.

(682)234-7852

PROFESSIONAL TILE SERVICE
Exceptional showers and tile work.
Complete bathroom remodeling.
Knowledge * Talent * Integrity.

www. PremierDesigns4u.com
* Premier Designs * 817 905-4441

CONSTRUCTION
Trench digging, Bobcat work, Land
clearing, Brush Hog mowing, Tree
work, Excavating, Gravel driveways,
Demo and haul-off. Free estimates.
Call Keith 817-559-0100

FREE ESTIMATES
Paint. Power washing. Siding.

Window & door installation. Soffit.
Framing. Pergolas. Porches.

Cleanup. Junk removal. Storage
building. Trim work. Dry wall.
Fences. Concrete & rock work.

817-219-2666

ROCKING Y
New Construction &

Remodeling
All Phases Design & Planning
Additions, Kitchens, Baths
CustomWindows & Doors

Outdoor Kitchens
Robby York 817-597-5502

SNODGRASS PAINTING

AND REMODELING, INC

One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting

A+ BBB Member
Accepting Credit Cards

snodgrasspaintingremodeling.com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair

Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939

Dependable, Affordable Choice!

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS
New construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial,

residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Replace light fix-
tures, ceiling fans, leaky faucets,
new furniture assembly, blind in-
stallation, light carpentry, punch
lists, and other odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

5210

Home Services

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT

GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

SPEEDY LAWN CARE
Lawnmowing, edging

&mulching. Tree trimming
& removal. 817-559-5152

CALL FOR SPECIALS Tree work, gut-
ters. Flower beds, shrubs. Brush hog-

ging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 8
years with 19 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

1510

Apartments for Rent

1540

Homes for Rent
1.3/2/2, New flooring, paint, storage
building, fenced. Pets accepted with
approval. $1950./MO.+$1950.DEP.

2. 3/2/2 on 2.5 acres, fenced, 30ftx40ft
shop, sprinklers, pets OK, 16ftx40ft
pad for motor home, trailer, etc.
$3200/MO. + $3200.DEP. 817-296-
7999 Parson Properties

1550

Mobiles for Rent
Weatherford Schools. 3-2, appliances,
mowing and trash paid. NO PETS.
$900 + deposit. Call 817-613-1465.

3-2 brand new mobile, never lived in
for lease. All appliances, W/D hookups.
$1400/mo, $1400 deposit. 817-776-
1559.

5010

Adult/Elderly Care
Personal elderly care with lots of love.
Cleaning, laundry, meal prep, dr appts
etc. Experienced with dementia pa-
tients. Bobbie Smith (682)500-0652

5070

Cement/Concrete

Concrete*Driveways *Patios
*Sidewalks*Bob Cat Work*Top Soil

*Sod Laying and installation
CALL JOSE - 817-538-6297

SINCE 1970

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115
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Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday
Saturday issue, 10am Thursday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. Miscellaneous 
items up to $100. Some restrictions 
apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $59.95. The ad will run 
until it sells or up to 2 months.

Classified Advertising Cost
Classified ads for the Wednesday & 
Saturday editions are $16 per week 
for 4 lines for less. Each 
additional line is $2.25. Your ad will 
also appear on www.hcnews.com 
during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to check their 
ad immediately after it 
appears in the paper and report at 
once any error found. Claims for 
adjustment should be made at that 
time. The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect ad only 
the first time it runs, so check your 
ads carefully.

817-573-7066

CALL 817-573-7066 AND GET RESULTS • HCN CLASSIFIEDS ON THE WEB: WWW.HCNEWS.COM/CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY
Real Estate for Sale

1010 Acreage for Sale
1020 Cemetery Lots
1030 Commercial for Sale
1040 Duplexes for Sale
1050 Homes for Sale
1060 Waterfront Homes
1070 Lots for Sale
1080 Mobiles for Sale
1090 Waterfront Mobiles
1100 Real Estate Notes
1110 Townhomes & Condos
1120 Property For Trade
1130 Want To Buy

Real Estate for Rent
1510 Apartments for Rent
1520 Commercial for Rent
1530 Duplexes for Rent
1540 Homes for Rent
1550 Mobiles for Rent
1560 Rooms for Rent
1570 Roommates Wanted
1580 Spaces & Lots
1590 Townhomes & Condos
1600 Want to Rent

Vehicles
2010 Automobiles
2020 Parts & Accessories
2030 Big Trucks & Trailers
2040 Classic Automobiles

2050 Four-Wheel Drive
2060 Motorcycles
2070 Pickups & SUVs
2080 Vans & Campers
2090 Trailers
2095 Heavy Equipment

Farm & Ranch
3010 Corrals & Fencing
3020 Farm Equipment
3030 Feed & Pasture
3040 Stock Trailers
3050 Related Items

Finance
4010 Business Opportunities
4020 Insurance
4030 Investments
4040 Mortgages & Notes

Home & Business Services
5010 Adult/Elderly Care
5020 A/C Heating Repair
5030 Appliance  Repair
5040 Automotive Services
5050 Bulldozer Services
5060 Business Services
5065 Carports
5070 Cement/Concrete
5075 Chimney Sweeping
5080 Child Care
5090 Cleaning Services
5100 Computer Services

5110 Construction
5120 Clock Repair
5130 Dock repair/Rebuild 
5140 Electrical
5150 Electronics Repair
5160 Exterminating
5170 Fencing
5180 Floor Coverings
5190 Health Care
5200 Home Improvement
5210 Home Services
5220   Landscaping/Tree Service
5230 Interior Design
5240 Masonry
5250 Mobile Home Service
5260 Moving/Hauling
5265 Plumbing
5270 Sand/Gravel/Soil
5280 Roofing
5290 Painting
5295 Pressure Washing
5300 Septic/Sewer
5310 Small Engine Repair
5320 Secretarial/Office
5330 Storage
5340 Tractor Service
5350 Welding

Sports & Recreation
6010 Boats & Water Sports
6020 Recreation
6030 Golf
6040 Guns
6050 Hunting/Fishing
6060 Pools & Spas

6070 RV’s/Travel Trailers
6080 Sporting Goods

Merchandise
6510 Antiques
6520 Appliances
6530 Arts & Crafts
6540 Building Materials
6550 Computers
6560 Electronics
6570 Firewood
6580 Furniture
6590 Health
6600 Air Conditioners
6610 Lawn Equipment
6620 Miscellaneous
6630 Musical Instruments
6635 Pocket Stuffers
6640 Portable Buildings
6650 Tools
6660 Trees
6670 Wanted

Education
7010 Tutor/Instruction
7020 Music
7030 Computer
7040 Art Instruction

Livestock & Pets
8010 Livestock
8020 Livestock Lost & Found
8030 Pets
8040 Pets Lost & Found

Employment
8510 General
8520 Construction
8530 Food Services
8540 Medical/Dental
8550 Office Employment
8560 Professional
8570 Sales
8580 Salon Personnel
8590 Employment Wanted
8600 Employment Information
8610 Carpool Information

Notices
9010 Happy Notes
9020 Free
9030 Public Notices
9040 Notices
9050 Personal Lost & Found
9070 Card of Thanks

Public Sales
9570  Auctions
9580  Flea Markets
9590  Out of Town Sales
Cresson Garage Sales 76035
Granbury Garage Sales 76048
Granbury Garage Sales 76049
Lipan  Garage Sales 76462
Tolar  Garage Sales 76476

Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Saturday issue, 10am Wednesday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. 
Miscellaneous items up to $100. 
Some restrictions apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $65.95. the ad 
will run until it sells or up to 2 
months.

Place your ad online at 
www.hcnews.com, call 
817-573-7066, or visit us at 
1501 S. Morgan St.

Classified Advertising 
Cost
Classified ads for the 
Saturday edition are $17.60 
per week for 4 lines or less. 
Your ad will also appear on 
www.hcnews.com during the 
ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to 
check their ad immediately 
after it appears in the paper 
and report at once any error 
found. Claims for adjustment 
should be made at that time. 
The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect 
ad only the first time it runs, 
so check your ads carefully

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR SALE

10
80 $45,000 lisa.eads@ymail.com

3 BR/2 BA Mobile Home and Lot in Canyon Creek for sale
by owners. Mobile home may be able to be refurbished.
Area has HOA. No financing. Has 3 storage sheds on
property. There is another room that was added on but
needs to be removed.

2209 Angelina St

Grabury Mobile Home

10
50 Call: (817) 296-7999.

I can save you from foreclosure & having your credit
ruined for 7 years. Give me an opportunity to show what
we can do. Call or text today.

If you've missed 1, 2 or 3 payments,

Granbury Property Sales

stay connected — hcnews.com

1080

Mobiles for Sale
1080

Mobiles for SaleDeliver your 
ads to 

thousands 
twice a week!

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds!

Hood County News
817-573-7066

1050

Homes for Sale

PENDING

Deliver your 
ads to 

thousands 
twice a week!

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds!

Hood County News
817-573-7066

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT

October Special
3-bedroom, 1-bath - $800 plus $800 desposit
2-bedroom, 1-bath - $700 plus $700 deposit

CALL TODAY 
for more details about the special!

Lola Wesson, Broker
817-578-5939

tmrealest@gmail.com

1510

Apartments for Rent

classifieds.hcnews.com

 HOME & 
 BUSINESS
  SERVICES

JRT CONSTRUCTION *Remodel *Re-
taining Walls *Driveways *Slabs *Rock
work. FREE ESTIMATES. Cell: Israel

(817) 894-2493

1520

Commercial for Rent

Subscribe 
Online

www.hcnews.com/
subscribe

5200

Home Improvement
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5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK
*Sidewalks *RetainingWalls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces

No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

5270

Sand/Gravel/Soil

6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM: We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

HOLLY HILLS MAUSOLEUM CRYPT
Exterior True Companion (Head to
Head) Level 6 #707 $5000. (817)
559-9201

8030

Pets

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION? If
you are looking for a companion

animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact
Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

8510

General

HERITAGE CLEANERS
is now hiring pressers & front
counter. Apply in person. Heritage
Cleaners esta ahora planchadoras.
600 S. Morgan St.

817-579-9274

One of the largest Insurance and
Financial Services Agencies in
north Texas and located in
Granbury, is hiring for sales and
service-related positions. Candi-
dates should be able to show a
successful work history in the areas
of sales or customer-related ser-
vice. The positions pay between
$20.00 and $25.00 per hour plus a
very generous commission. Prop-
erty and Casualty & Life and Health
licensing are a plus and for the in-
vestment practice a Series 6 & 63 li-
cense would be required. Send cur-
rent resumes in confidence to;
Sales/Service Position, PO Box 879,
Granbury, TX 76048.

OTHER/NOT CLASSIFIED - WORK-
ERS NEEDED Landscape company
looking for general laborers. Pay
dependent upon experience.

DRIVER’S LICENSE REQUIRED.
(817) 326-2321 or (817) 243-5455

8530

Food Services

DeCordova Country Club
NowHiring Line Cooks, day and
night shifts available, competi-
tive pay, benefits available after
90 days. Interested applicants

please send resumes to
sarah@dcbeweb.com or

call 817-326-2381.

9020

Free

CLEANUP SERVICES from appliance re-
moval to house cleanouts we do lots
of things. Family owned reasonable
rates. Call for info (817) 578-5510

9040

Notices

CANYON CREEK POA ANNUAL
CHILI COOKOFF

Saturday, Oct 7, 9am to 6 pm
100% of the proceeds go to
INDIAN HARBOR VOLUNTEER

FIRE DEPT.
Accepting entries for ribs, chili,
brisket, salsa and jambalaya.

Silent Auction.
Raffles. Food plates for sale

at 11 a.m. Livemusic.
Vendor booths. Bake sale.

2300 Club Dr, Granbury 76048

9031

Public Notices

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF
GRANBURY, TX

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS RFQ NO. 23001

Architectural/Engineering Services

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON
Julia Richardson, Executive Director

Telephone: (817) 573-1107
E-Mail: julia@granburyhousing.org

TDD/TTY: 800-735-2989(800-RELAYTX)

HOW TO OBTAIN THE RFQ DOCU-
MENTS ON THE EPROCUREMENT

MARKETPLACE
1. Access

ha.internationaleprocurement.com
(no "www").

2. Click on the "Login" button in the
upper left side.

3. Follow the listed directions.
4. If you have any problems in access-
ing or registering on the Marketplace,

please call customer support at
(866)526-9266.

PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE
NONE SCHEDULED

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT QUESTIONS
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2023, 3:00 PM CST

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL RETURN
Attn: J. Richardson, Executive Director

503 N. Crockett Street, Granbury,
Texas 76048

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL DEADLINE
Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023, 3:00 PM CST

[Section 3, Minority- and/or women-
owned businesses are encouraged to

respond]

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Noreen Mae Aiken, Deceased, were is-
sued on September 27, 2023, in Cause
No. P10135, pending in the County
Court of Hood County, Texas, to: Don-
na Wiles.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Donna Wiles
1426 W Torrey St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 27th day of September,
2023.
E. Mark Piland
Attorney for Donna Wiles
State Bar No.: 16008870
1107 W. Pearl St, Ste 101
Granbury, TX 76048
Telephone: (817) 579-0207
Facsimile: (866) 406-4629
E-mail: markpiland@pilandlaw.com

Notice To All Persons Having Claims
Against the Estate of Dorethea Y.

Steele, a/k/a DoretheaYvonne Steele,
Deceased

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Dorethea Y. Steele, a/k/a Dorethea
Yvonne Steele were issued on
September 27, 2023, in Cause No.
P10164, pending in County Court of
Hood County, Texas, to James E.
Steele.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law to:
James E. Steele
c/o George T. Johns
Holland, Johns & Penny, L.L.P.
306 West 7th Street, Suite 500
Fort Worth, Texas 76102-4982
DATED on this the 28th day of
September, 2023.
Holland, Johns & Penny, L.L.P.
By: s/George T. Johns

George T. Johns
State Bar No. 10675600
306 West 7th Street, Suite 500
Fort Worth, Texas 76102-4982
(817) 335-1050 Telephone
(817) 332-3140 Telecopy
Email: gtj@hjpllp.com
Attorneys for the Independent Ex-

ecutor

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice to Creditors for Estate of Phillip
Alton Groom, Deceased. Notice is
hereby given that Letters of Indepen-
dent Administration upon the Estate
of Phillip Alton Groom, Deceased,
were granted to the undersigned on
the 27th day of September 2023, by
the County Court of Hood County,
Texas. All persons having claims
against said estate are hereby re-
quired to present the same to Betsie
Hoefner, Independent Administrator,
within the time prescribed by law.

My address is
c/o Jessica L. Dunne
Farrow-Gillespie Heath Wilmoth LLP
1900 N. Pearl Street, Suite 2100
Dallas, Texas 75201
Independent Administrator of the Es-
tate of Phillip Alton Groom, Deceased.
CAUSE NO. P10128

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
ALLIE ONITA MERRITT, Deceased, were
issued on September 27, 2023, in
Cause No. Pl0144, pending in the
County Com1 of Hood County, Texas,
to: RALPH STEVEN MERRITT.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Steven G. Kuban
Attorney at Law
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the c),g
Attorney for Ralph Steven Merritt
State Bar No.: 24078807
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 573-8872
Facsimile: (817) 579-1651
E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters of Administration for the Es-
tate of Richard Martin Williamson, De-
ceased, were issued on 9-27-23, in
Cause No. P09937, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
to: Teresa Lynn Williamson. The resi-
dence of the Independent Administra-
tor is Hood, Texas; the post office ad-
dress is: c/o: Mark B. Dewitt, Attorney
at Law, PO Box 1274, Granbury, Texas
76048 1274. All persons having claims
against this Estate which is currently
being administered are required to
present them within the time and in
the manner prescribed by law. Dated
on the October 2, 2016. By: Mark B.
Dewitt, PO Box 1274, Granbury, Texas
76048, ph. 817-573-1181, Attorney for
the Estate.

5265 

Plumbing

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service
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Deliver your 
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Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electritians,
Mechanics,
Carpenters,

Painters,
and more in the

CLASSIFIEDS
www.hcnews.com
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Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY Co-
manche Cove OA Community
Garage Sale. Oct. 6th, 7th, 8th.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 2021 Clive
Dr-Multiple homes/The Hideaway in
Harbor Lakes
Fri 10/6 8am-4pm Sat 10/7 8am-3pm

ISLAND NEIGHBORHOOD GARAGE
SALE! - 1210 Water’s Edge Drive -
Gates Only Open 7am-11:30am
Saturday, October 7 / Rain or Shine

Canyon Creek POA
Fall Garage Sale.

Oct 13-15, 8am-5pm.

Yard Sale. Comanche Cove. 2714 Bra-
zos River Dr. Saturday only. Oct. 7,
8am-4pm. Lots of ladies’ clothes,
shoes, lots more!

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 1032
Pawnee Trail- Oct. 6th & 7th. Gates
open 8am-5pm. Glass, Tools, type set
drawers, utility sink, bike, and more!

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
Rummage Room Open Tues & Thurs,
8am-2pm, First Sat. of the month 9am
-1pm 306 Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

300 Granbury Ct- Sat. Oct. 7th. A multi
family garage sale. Items from A-Z.
Open @ 7am. Church pews, Church or-
gan, plus lots more!

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

DECORDOVA RANCH
COMMUNITY SALE
Sat, October 7
8am-4pm

Entrance is on Davis Rd.

GARAGE SALE:
401 Abes Landing

"Community Garage Sale"
Welcome to Abe's Landing Sub-

division
Oct. 6th & 7th Fri-Sat. 8am-6pm

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 6515 Dayla
Ct-clothing men and women House
hold goods. Man man stuff etc. From 8
-3. No early birds. Oct 7th and 8th

YARD SALE: GRANBURY
716 Neptune Dr

Bed frame, dishwasher, jeans,
sweaters, quilts, dishes, shelf, printer,
steammop, pottery, a lot of miscella-
neous items. Fri, Oct 6 and Sat, Oct 7 in

Sky Harbour. Rain or Shine.

Tolar 76476

Garage Sales 76476

BENEFIT SALE: TOLAR Tolar UMC, 8812
W. Highway 377- 9 to 3, clothing, fur-
niture, benefit Tolar Fire Dept. and
United Methodist Missions. Rain or
Shine. Saturday October 07

9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
ORDINANCE NO. 23-64 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 16-50 WHICH APOPTED THE 2016 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS; BY AMENDING THE 
MAP OF THE FUTURE LAND USE PLAN [FLUP], CONTAINED WITHIN THE 2016 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR CERTAIN AREAS WITHIN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; 
REVISING THE MAP OF THE FUTURE LAND USE PLAN IN ACCORDANCE 
THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
      

ORDINANCE NO. 23-65 
 
AN ORDINANCE, AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY CHANGING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION 
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by rezoning the hereinafter property and 
area; described as property as 7.468-acre tract of land described in Exhibit “A”, located at 4900 
(4955) East US Highway 377, in City of Granbury, Hood County, Texas: From Interim Holding 
[IH] to Heavy Commercial [HC] 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-66 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-189, THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY GRANTING A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR 
CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by granting a Specific Use Permit (SUP) 
on the property located on a 7.468-acre tract as described in Exhibit “A”, within the City of 
Granbury, Hood County, Texas, and located in the Heavy Commercial zoning district. 
 
The Specific Use Permit (SUP) shall be issued to allow for the operation of an Auto Sales, Used; 
and Automobile Repair, Major and Automobile Repair, Minor in a Heavy Commercial zoning 
district, as defined within the City’s Zoning Ordinance under the following conditions: 
 
1. Prior to permit issuance, the parking lot landscaping shown on the site plan and landscape 

plans shall meet the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. 
2. Except as provided in these conditions, all development shall be in compliance with the site 

plan and landscape plan. 
3. Except as provided in these conditions, all development shall comply with the City Code and 

Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-67 
 
AN ORDINANCE, AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY CHANGING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION 
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by rezoning the hereinafter property and 
area; described as a 6.184-acre tract of the Marcus Smith Survey, Abstract No. 504, City of 
Granbury, Hood County, Texas, and being more fully described by Exhibit ‘A’ attached hereto 
and incorporated herein: From Light Commercial [LC] to Planned Development, Multiple Family 
[PD/MF] 
 
Requirements for PD/MF to allow for 58 unit, townhome development Zoning District. (Standards 
or Requirements that are not listed as follows must meet the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, 
[MF] Multiple Family District and what is presented below and on the plans listed below in Exhibit 
B. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Height and Area Regulations  

Development Standard Zoning Ordinance 
Sec. 5.11 MF District  

 
Requested Variance 
PD/MF District  

Max. Height Not to exceed 35 ft. Not to exceed 45 ft. 
Side Yard     
     Interior Lot 15 ft. minimum 10 ft. 
     Street Side 25 ft. minimum 10 ft. 
Rear Yard 30 ft. minimum 15 ft. 
Front Yard 25 ft. minimum 20 ft. 
Lot Size 10,000 sq. ft. minimum 200,000 sq. ft. 

Lot Depth 120 ft. minimum >120 ft 
Lot Width 80 ft. minimum >80 ft. 
Dwelling Area 2-
bedroom 

650 sq. ft. >700 sq.ft. 

Dwelling Area 3- 
bedroom 800 sq. ft. >900 sq.ft. 

Building Coverage 50% of lot area max. 25% 
Impervious Coverage 70% of lot area max. 65% 
Minimum Landscape 
Area 20% of lot area 35% of lot area 

Min. Building Separation 20 ft. 
10 ft. up to 30 square feet of 
opening for fire-rated doors to fire 
riser rooms 

Min. Roof Pitch 4:12 4:12 Typical - 80% of roof area at 
4:12; 20% of roof area at 1/8:12 

Development Standard Zoning Ordinance 
Sec. 5.11 MF District  

Requested Variance 
PD/MF District 

Parking 
3 Bedroom 48 @ 2.5 each 
= 120 
2 Bedroom 10 @ 2 each 
= 20 
Visitor parking +10% = 
14 
  

  
154 parking spaces 

  
Garage parking = 116 
Overflow parking = 24 
Visitor parking = 14 
TOTAL Parking = 154 

 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-68 
 
AN ORDINANCE, AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY CHANGING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION 
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by rezoning the hereinafter property and 
area; described as property as 15.147-acre tract of land described in Exhibit “A”, located at 1101 
Loop 567, in City of Granbury, Hood County, Texas:  
  
From Planned Development for R-7 Single-Family Residential and Commercial [PD/R-1 and 
Commercial] to R-7 Single-Family Residential [R-7]; 
 
And with this condition: The City shall, within 90 days of approval of the Change of Zoning by 
the City Council, consider an application to amend the Comprehensive Land Use Plan to modify 
the Future Land Use Map designation from the existing Retail/Office to Low Density Residential. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-69 
 
AN ORDINANCE, AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY CHANGING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION 
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by rezoning the hereinafter property and 
area; described as property as 0.692-acre tract of land described as Lot 1 and Lot 2, Block 1 
4ORTH Enterprise Addition, located at 1100 W. Pearl Street, in City of Granbury, Hood County, 

1   The Specific Use Permit for the Convenience Store with Gas Pumps use. 
2.  The Convenience Store with Gas Pumps use and operations shall conform to the site plan as in 

Exhibit B and all activities subject to the Zoning Ordinance and applicable City Code 
requirements. 

 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply 
with or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not 
more than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-71 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-189, THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY GRANTING A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR 
CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by granting a Specific Use Permit (SUP) 
on the property located on an approximate 1.86-acre portion of land described as Lot 2A-2, Block 
1, Kroger Marketplace Addition, located at 3925 East US Highway 377, within the City of 
Granbury, Hood County, Texas, and located in the Light Commercial zoning district. 
 
The Specific Use Permit (SUP) shall be issued to allow for the operation of a Carwash, Self-
Service business, in a Light Commercial zoning district, as defined within the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance under the following conditions: 
 
1 The Specific Use Permit for the Carwash, Self-Service use shall not be required any term limit 

and is considered permanent. 
2. The Carwash, Self-Service use and operations shall conform to the site plan as in Exhibit A 

and all activities subject to the Zoning Ordinance and applicable City Code requirements. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-72 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, AS AMENDED, THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY GRANTING A SPECIFIC USE 
PERMIT FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by granting a Specific Use Permit on the 
property located on an approximate 0.153-acre tract of land described as Lot 2B Block 124, Thrash 
Addition, City of Granbury, Hood County, Texas addressed as 407 W Torrey St. and located in 
the R-10 Single Family Residential Zoning District. 
 
The Specific Use Permit shall be issued to allow for “Short-term Rental (STR) Residential 
Unhosted”, as defined by the City of Granbury Zoning Ordinance under the following terms and 
conditions: 
 
1. The Specific Use Permit shall automatically expire 5 years from City Council approval 

(September 11, 2028). 
2. Except as required by these conditions, the site shall conform to the site plan (Exhibit A) and 

the floor plan (Exhibit B). 
3. Prior to issuance of a short-term rental permit, low height shrubs to provide parking headlight 

"sweep" screening shall be installed along the north side of the driveway. 
4. The short-term rental shall be limited to not more than 2 bedrooms. 
5. Except as provided in these conditions, the Specific Use Permit shall be subject to the 

Supplemental Standards as contained in the Zoning Ordinance. 
6. This Specific Use Permit is subject to all other City Code requirements, permits, periodic 

inspections; and an inspection fee as established in the City's Master Fee Schedule. 
7. Any violation of the supplemental land use standards or terms and conditions stipulated in the 

SUP may be deemed in violation of the zoning ordinance and the Specific Use Permit may 
become null and void and/or the Certificate of Occupancy may be revoked. 

 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 23-73 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-819, AS AMENDED, THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY GRANTING A SPECIFIC USE 
PERMIT FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by granting a Specific Use Permit on the 
property located on an approximate 0.46-acre tract of land described as Lot 1R1 Block 12, Original 
Town, City of Granbury, Hood County, Texas addressed as 204 N. Brazos and located in the TH 
Townhome Zoning District. 
 
The Specific Use Permit shall be issued to allow for “Short-term Rental (STR) Residential 
Unhosted”, as defined by the City of Granbury Zoning Ordinance under the following terms and 
conditions: 
 
1. The Specific Use Permit shall automatically expire 5 years from City Council approval 

(October 3, 2028). 
2. Except as required by these conditions, the site shall conform to the site plan (Exhibit B) and 

the floor plan (Exhibit C). 
3. Prior to issuance of a short-term rental permit, low height shrubs to provide parking headlight 

"sweep" screening shall be installed along the west of the driveway. 
4. The short term rental shall be limited to not more than 3 bedrooms. 
5. Except as provided in these conditions, the Specific Use Permit shall be subject to the 

Supplemental Standards as contained in the Zoning Ordinance. 
6. This Specific Use Permit is subject to all other City Code requirements, permits, periodic 

inspections; and an inspection fee as established in the City's Master Fee Schedule. 
7. Any violation of the supplemental land use standards or terms and conditions stipulated in the 

SUP may be deemed in violation of the zoning ordinance and the Specific Use Permit may 
become null and void and/or the Certificate of Occupancy may be revoked. 

 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-74 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, EXTENDING ORDINANCE NO. 
22-52, THE MORATORIUM STAYING THE ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF 
CERTAIN PERMITS IN THE EASTERN PORTION GRANBURY CITY LIMITS AND 
EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION, PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT, 
DEFINITIONS, APPLICABILITY, PURPOSE, ENACTMENT, DURATION, EXTENSION, 
EXCEPTIONS AND EXEMPTIONS, DETERMINATION AND APPEALS, REPEALER, 
SEVERABILITY, ENFORCEMENT, EFFECTIVE DATE, AND PROPER NOTICE AND 
MEETING. 
 
The City shall have the power to administer and enforce the provisions of this Ordinance as may 
be required by governing law. Any person violating any provision of this Moratorium is subject to 
suit for injunctive relief as well as prosecution for criminal violations, and such violation is hereby 
declared to be a nuisance. 
 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as a waiver of the City's right to bring a civil action 
to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance and to seek remedies as allowed by law and/or equity. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-75 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, EXTENDING ORDINANCE NO. 
22-53, THE MORATORIUM STAYING THE ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF 
CERTAIN PERMITS IN THE CENTRAL AND WESTERN GRANBURY CITY LIMITS AND 
EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION, PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT, 
DEFINITIONS, APPLICABILITY, PURPOSE, ENACTMENT, DURATION, EXTENSION, 
EXCEPTIONS AND EXEMPTIONS, DETERMINATION AND APPEALS, REPEALER, 
SEVERABILITY, ENFORCEMENT, EFFECTIVE DATE, AND PROPER NOTICE AND 
MEETING. 
 
The City shall have the power to administer and enforce the provisions of this Ordinance as may 
be required by governing law. Any person violating any provision of this Moratorium is subject to 
suit for injunctive relief as well as prosecution for criminal violations, and such violation is hereby 
declared to be a nuisance. 
 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as a waiver of the City's right to bring a civil action 
to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance and to seek remedies as allowed by law and/or equity. 

These ordinances as adopted by the Granbury City Council on October 3, 2023, are on file in the 
Office of the City Secretary, 116 W Bridge St. and can be seen in its entirety during normal business 
hours. 
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Texas: From Residential - 8,400 [R-8.4] to Light Commercial [LC]. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-70 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 01-189, THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS, BY GRANTING A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR 
CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GRANBURY; REVISING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS HEREOF; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Ordinance No. 01-819, as amended, is hereby amended by granting a Specific Use Permit (SUP) 
on the property located on an approximate 0.692-acre portion of land described Lot 1 and Lot 2, 
Block 1 4ORTH Enterprise Addition, located at 1100 W. Pearl St., within the City of Granbury, 
Hood County, Texas, and located in the Light Commercial zoning district. 
 
The Specific Use Permit (SUP) shall be issued to allow for the operation of a Convenience Store 
with Gas Pumps business, in a Light Commercial zoning district, as defined within the City’s 
Zoning Ordinance under the following conditions: 
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But now after 30 years, 
The Pan Handle has 
changed ownership once 
again, with new residents 
and husband-and-wife-duo 
Jose and Bronwyn Jimenez 
excited to take the reins 
of a store that has always 
served up precise culinary 
know-how.

The Pan Handle held its 
30-year celebration and offi-
cial grand reopening ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Sept. 
29, with many community 
members and Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce staff 
members also present to 
join in the festivities. 

“As a family, we thank 
you for welcoming us into 
this community,” Jose 
said. “We’ve been here for 
about a year now by way 
of Virginia, but it’s been a 
great place and a great com-
munity and outreach. All 
of the events here make it 
feel like our new home, and 
this is what we bring — little 
changes here.”

Bronwyn explained to the 
public that it’s “just so bit-
tersweet when you know 
God gives you an edge,” 
mentioning how she has a 
20-year background in the 
food service industry.

“Our number one mission 
here besides (keeping) kids 
at the table is bringing com-
munity back into your home 
in U.S.-made products, so 

we’re about 30% there,” she 
said. “I just love the im-
ports and meeting so many 
incredible craftsmen in this 
country, so you will see a lot 
more to come from Ohio, 
Chattanooga, and right here 
in Texas, like Spicewood 
and Granbury. We have a lot 
of great products coming 
in, so we hope you make us 
your first stop.”

HISTORY
The Pan Handle opened 

for business back in 1993, 
with then-owner, Heather 
Cleveland, believing the 
business was “more than 
just making a buck,” accord-
ing to a 2003 article from 
The Hood County News.

In 2016, the business 
was later bought by found-
er of the Olde Homestead 
Company, Sara Monroe 
(who at the time was known 
as Sara Miskovic).

For the past seven years, 
Monroe has been taking 
care of The Pan Handle — 
but it wasn’t until Bronwyn 
walked into the store that a 
big change started to take 
place.

“I happened to come in 
shopping with my sons, and 
I went, ‘I just love this store 
so much,’ and we just kind 
of went, ‘We would really 
love to contribute to this, 
maybe they want a business 
partner,’” Bronwyn said. “I 

left two notes and an email 
for Sara, and then she called 
me, and we got to talking. 
Eventually, by May 18, we 
were signing papers.”

“We had been looking for 
an opportunity, not only to 
be a bigger part of the com-
munity, with school and our 
family, but just this square 
has so much life that we 
decided when that opportu-
nity came in to take a leap of 
faith,” Jose said. “We want to 
be here for the long run, and 
that really spoke to us that 
this has been here for so 
long and (has) been a big sta-
ple of the community, but 
that we could also continue 
that for our kids to show 
them community, hard 
work, and what it takes to be 
a success in this country.”

FINDING THEIR HOME
The Jimenez family moved 

to Granbury in August from 
a small town in Virginia 
called Clifton, which was 
the first town in the state to 
receive electricity, according 
to Jose.

“Abraham Lincoln rode 
the railroad through there 
during the Civil War,” he 
said. “There wasn’t a lot 

there, there were no stop-
lights, and it was a small 
enclave of Washington D.C. 
without being anywhere 
near it. This community just 
reminded us a lot of what 
that brought.”

Bronwyn explained how 
they had been wanting to 
move to Texas for years, 
but finally decided to make 
the jump when they found 
Granbury.

“It reminded me of my 
childhood, a little town in 
northern California,” she 
said. “We just fell in love so 
quickly.”

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
When asked how to de-

scribe The Pan Handle for 
residents or tourists who 
haven’t yet explored the 
store, Bronwyn simply 
explained it as being the 
“store where you will find 
something you never knew 
you needed.”

“It could be a bag of 
Amish popcorn from 
Indiana. It could be a colan-
der made in Massachusetts. 
It could be gardening sup-
plies,” she said.

“It could be one of the 

64 flavors of coffee that 
we have where you could 
grind your own beans and 
get your morning fix right 
here,” Jose chimed in.

Men have also started to 
frequent the store, Bronwyn 
said, with many showing in-
terest in wing sauces, spic-
es, and cutting boards.

“We’re going to do a hatch 
chili class, because a woman 
lives here now that’s from 
Hatch, New Mexico,” she ex-
plained. “She came in, saw 
one of my dips, the hatch 
chili bacon dip, and she’s 
like ‘Oh my goodness, I’m 
from there.’”

Live cooking demonstra-
tions will also be held at the 
store as well as Homework 
Happy Hour, set from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday.

“One of our biggest areas 
will be trying to not only 
outsource to local entrepre-
neurs that are here in the 
community, but also just 
U.S.-made products,” Jose 
said. “Just giving back to 
others that have worked so 
hard to make handcrafted 
items from somebody that 
puts their whole passion 
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Bringing joy 
to every plate
The Pan Handle celebrates 30-year 
anniversary, grand reopening.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Pan Handle, located at 106 N. Crockett St., celebrated its 30th anniversary and grand reopening celebration on Friday, Sept. 29.

The Pan Handle is Hood County’s own gourmet tool shop 
specializing in love with a side of co� ee, home goods, and 
kitchenware. 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

F
or the past three decades, there has al-
ways been one gourmet tool shop that has 
never failed to bring magic and flavor to 
home-cooked meals in Hood County.
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BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Mary Pike is the owner of 
Blushes Salon and Spa in 
Granbury, where the salon 
just celebrated its 40th anni-
versary on Sept. 28.

Pike did not plan on own-
ing a salon, but after a few 
successful businesses and a 
love for nails, Blushes Salon 
and Spa came into creation. 

Originally from New 
Orleans, Pike never expected 
to be living in the small town 
of Granbury. After visiting 
once, she fell in love with the 
town and decided to make 
the move in 1980.

Pike did not start in the 
salon business first though, 
instead, she expanded a pet 
shop in town, adding 4,000 
square feet for horses after 
realizing there was a need for 
horse care in the town. She 
added horse equipment and 
provided boarding. This was 
Pike’s first time ever owning 
a business, and she had a lot 
of success with it, but later 
sold the shop to someone 
and kept the building.

The person Pike sold the 
building to left after about 
two months in the middle of 
the night and took every-
thing inside the building.

A year later, she created 
a laundromat and attached 
a car wash to go along with 
it. Pike then started running 
nail services after adding 
on the building after she 
realized her love for nails 
and talent. She got her nail 
technician license in 1982 
and was running three busi-
nesses under her belt with 

Blushes opening in 1983.
“Nowhere else could you 

get that type of service,” Pike 
said.

These three business-
es caught the attention of 
WFAA Channel 8, where 
Pike was featured on Good 
Morning Texas and featured 
on the Ellen DeGeneres show. 

The nail clients kept 
flooding in, and Pike had a 
customer once tell her they 
wished they could get their 
hair done along with their 
nails. Suggestions kept being 
made to Pike, thus the reason 
massages became a service, 
as well as facials and perma-
nent makeup. 

After the need for more 
space, Blushes moved to its 
current location out in Acton 
in 2001 that covers two acres 
and has been there ever 
since. 

The salon serves as a hid-
den oasis with close to 20 
rooms total in a 100-year-old 
house, as well as both private 
rooms and cabins that you 
get to through an outdoor 
walkway for hairstylists to 
work out of. The salon also 
provides manicures and 
pedicures, massage servic-
es, facials, and permanent 
makeup. 

“We have just about ev-
erything you can get done. 
You’ve never seen anything 
like it,” Pike said. “You won’t 
find anything else like this in 
the country.”

Pike has some stylists who 
have worked with her from 
20 to 34 years, and she noted 
that the salon is a family. 
Pike also added that she has 
customers that visit the sa-

lon that have been with Pike 
since she first started the sa-
lon in 1983.

The salon recently under-
went some indoor renova-
tions about four weeks ago 
all completed by the employ-
ees after they pitched in, 
while Pike has been at home 
after recently undergoing 
back surgery. 

“Everything is different. I 
was blown away. I’ve pretty 
much done everything my-
self and with my husband. 
I’ve never had people just 
step up to offer so much help 
to remodel the place. It’s 
beautiful and it’s got all of 
the (employees’) touches now 
instead of just what I put in 
there,” Pike said. 

Pike noted that the most 
rewarding part of her job is 
helping people. 

“I really like helping peo-
ple, and we help so many 
people,” Pike said. “All of my 
businesses have been some-
thing that is needed to help 
people.” 

The salon recently had 
a ribbon cutting on Sept. 
28 to celebrate its 40th 

anniversary. 
“This was the biggest rib-

bon cutting I’ve ever seen,” 
Pike said. 

Many from the commu-
nity were in attendance, in-
cluding Granbury Chamber 
of Commerce Board of 
Directors Diane Hedges and 
JC Stone. Granbury City 
Manager Chris Coffman and 
Granbury city councilman 

Eddie Rodriguez were also in 
attendance. The Chamber of 
Commerce staff, including 
President Brian Bondy, Holly 
Martin, Tisa Nacapuy, and 
Maegan Derryberry were also 
in attendance.

“For us, this is extra spe-
cial as ambassadors and 
those that have been with 
the Chamber (of Commerce), 
because (Mary) is a huge part 

of the ambassador team, and 
so we’re so proud to be here 
and partner with her,” Randy 
Emerson, Vice Chairman of 
Ambassador of the Chamber 
of Commerce said. 

The manager of the salon, 
Laura Petty, on behalf of the 
salon, presented Pike with 
an award to celebrate the 
anniversary.  

“I want to congratulate our 
staff. We have a wonderful 
group of girls and guys here, 
and we wouldn’t be here 
today with(out) you all. I ap-
preciate everything you do,” 
Petty said. 

The celebration was a big 
success and gave everyone in 
the community a chance to 
talk with one another while 
celebrating a great Granbury 
achievement by Pike. 

For more information on 
Blushes Salon and Spa, visit 
their website at blushessa-
lon.com, or call 817-326-
0197. The salon is located at 
5464 Acton Hwy in Granbury 
and is open Monday through 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

© Patten Companies. All Rights Reserved. Grand Ranch Reatly, LLC, Broker. Equal Housing Opportunity. Obtain the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before 
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 COMING SOON!
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PROUD PECAN PLANTATION PROPERTY OWNERS
SINCE 2003

 - ALL ASPECTS OF PERSONAL CARE -
 - RESPITE OR LONG TERM - 

 - COMPANIONSHIP -
 - TRANSPORTATION -

 - HOUSEKEEPING AND PET CARE -
 - UP TO 24/7 COVERAGE -

WHAT SETS US APART
   - Brain Health Specialization Utilizing HIPPO Campus           
   - Certified Stroke Specialists on Staff 
   - Certified Dementia/Alzheimer Specialists on Staff              
   - Remote Patient Monitoring
   - Care Academy Specialized Training for Caregivers              
   - Alexa Smart Companion (free to our Veterans)
   - Clear Care Software (keeping families, caregivers and providers connected)

Clearpathhomecare.com       817-631-7710

*Ask us for our Proven and Professional Home Health and Hospice Recommendations• All aspects of personal care
• Up to 24/7 coverage
• Homemaker services
• Companion care
• Alzheimers/Dementia care
• Transition to home
• Veterans care
• Respite or Long Term 

• Independently and family owned and operated
• Certified Dementia /Alzheimer Specialists on Staff
• Certified Stroke Specialists on staff
• Care Academy Specialized Training for caregivers

Ask us about our proven and professional Home Health, 
Hospice and Elder Care recommendations 

Rozina Pittman 
Elder Care Advisor

254•246•2830
Clearpathhomecare.com

From the 
ground up
Granbury businesswoman 
celebrates owning and operating 
her salon for 40 years

 PHOTOS BY EMILY NAVA | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Mary Pike is the owner of Blushes Salon and Spa located in Granbury.

M.A.M.A Sweets Cookies brought in some sweet treats for the 40th

anniversary celebration of the salon. 
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ACROSS
  1  “box” south of the 
       border
  5  computer operator
  6  TXism: “____ your
      tongue” (shut up)
  7  “Father of Texas”
      (init.)
  8  old XIT Ranch was
      in parts of ___
      Panhandle counties
  9  TX poet Naomi
       ______ Nye
15  TXism: “____ by”
      (saves money)
16  Russian counter-
      part to TX Alan
      Bean or Neil
      Armstrong
19  William Faulkner  
      manuscript kept 
      at UT
21  basketballer 
      Radisav Curcic’s  
      Italian home 
      before Dallas
22  words ending in “ly”
27  TXism: “sticks out
      like a ____ thumb”
28  TXism: “tame __
      _  ___ dog”
29  Iceland “dinero” (pl.)
30  eastern Texas
      region: “Post ___ 
      ____”
32  most Texans who
      fought in WW __
      are deceased
33  victorious a second
      time (2 wds.)
36  this Preminger      
      directed TX Gene 
      Tierney in “Laura”
37  hallucinogenic drug

  1  coffee mug
  2  TXism: “naked
      __  _ jaybird”
  3  football shirts
  4  Jerry Jones before
      Dallas (2 wds.)
  8  running honky
      tonk bills

38  shadow clock
39  actor Jerry of 1996 film 
      “Jerry Maguire” with
      TX Renee Zellweger
41  former maker of the
      Metro, Prizm or Storm
42  TXism: “_  _____ of    
      Sundays” (long time)
45  Texas country singer,
      Blaze
46  init. of 6th governor, 
      Runnels (1857-59)

47  Gulf shrimp
      catcher (2 wds.)
48  TXism for “just
      a little” (2 wds.)
49  going a different
      way (2 wds.)
52  TXism: “expensive
      __  ___ created by
      a dead man”
53  LBJ daughter ____   
      Baines Johnson
54  TXism: “___ pilot”
      (preacher)
55  TXism: “fit __  _
      fiddle”

  9  TXism: “make  
      ____  ____  
      ______” (leave)
10  “Dawn at the Alamo”
      artist _  _ McArdle
11  TX Ernest Tubb’s
      “__ Walking the
      Floor Over You”
12  early name: “______ 
      ___ Stock Show”
13  TXism: “a day late
      ___  _ dollar short”
14  TXism: “jump
      ____” (escape)
15  retriever type
16  TXism: “a real ____
      puller” (drinker)
17  seats without a 
      passageway?

18  lukewarmly
20  bank note
22  Russian assault
      rifle: __-47
23  created in Texas:
      __ Pepper
24  wedding pledges
25  TXism: “sour  
      ______ to pucker 
      a pig”

26  Dallas Olympian  
      Michael Johnson
28  Monte ____, TX
31  cut into glass
34  U.S. soldier
35  Whitesboro class
37  mother of TX
      Ginger Rogers
40  informal letter
43  this Shaquille went
      to high school in
      San Antonio
44  Texas publication:
      “Minority Business   
      ____  ___”
50  a language in India
51  Austin univer.
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DOWN

OBITUARIES

If you’re a long-term in-
vestor, your portfolio may 
stay fairly stable over time. 
However, that doesn’t mean 
you will never sell any invest-
ments. But when should you 
sell — and why?

Here are some scenarios to 
consider: 

• If an investment has con-
sistently underperformed 
– For one reason or another, 
some investments may not 
live up to your expectations. 
Rather than holding these 
investments in the hope that 
they will eventually show 
consistently positive returns, 
you might be better off sell-

ing them and 
using the pro-
ceeds to buy 
other invest-
ments that 
could help you 
make progress 
toward your 

goals. Keep in mind, though, 
that short-term price swings 
are inevitable for virtually all 
investments, so you may not 
want to sell an investment af-
ter just a few price drops, as 
it may still have strong funda-
mentals and good prospects.

• If the investment itself 
has changed – The nature of 
some investments, such as 
stocks, can change over time. 
Stocks represent companies, 
and companies can evolve 
and adapt — or not. So, you 

may own shares in a com-
pany whose management has 
changed or whose products 
are less competitive than they 
once were. If this company 
no longer seems like a sound 
investment, you may con-
sider selling your shares and 
moving on. 

• If an investment is “re-
dundant” – Over time, you 
may have added investments 
that are similar to others you 
already own. If you do have 
too many investments that 
are alike, you risk not having 
a fully diversified portfo-
lio, and while diversification 
can’t always protect against 
all losses or guarantee prof-
its, it can help reduce the 
impact of market volatility on 
your holdings. Consequently, 

you might want to sell an 
investment that may now be 
“redundant” to your portfolio 
and replace it with another 
one that could boost your di-
versification efforts.

• If an investment takes 
up too much space in your 
portfolio – If you bought an 
investment years ago, and it’s 
grown substantially in value, 
it could eventually take up 
more space in your portfolio 
than you had intended, which 
could expose you to more 
risk than you’d like — be-
cause too much of any single 
investment may leave you 
more vulnerable to market 
downturns. Of course, if the 
investment is still appropri-
ate for your needs, and still 
has a good outlook, you may 

not want to totally liquidate 
it, but you could consider 
scaling back on the shares 
you own. 

• If your own needs have 
changed – You originally cre-
ated your investment mix 
to help you reach certain 
goals, such as a comfort-
able retirement. And dur-
ing much of your working 
life, you could possibly af-
ford to invest primarily for 
growth, accepting the risk 
that comes along with that 
approach, as you knew you’d 
have time to potentially over-
come the short-term volatil-
ity that’s part of investing. 
But as you near retirement, 
you may want to lower your 
risk level. Consequently, you 
could decide to sell some of 

your growth-oriented invest-
ments and move the money 
into income-producing ones. 
However, even during retire-
ment, you’ll still need your 
portfolio to provide some 
growth opportunities to help 
you ahead of inflation.

Generally speaking, you 
may not want to do a lot of 
selling (or buying) of invest-
ments once you’ve built a 
portfolio that’s appropriate 
for your goals, risk tolerance 
and time horizon. But if you 
are going to sell investments, 
make sure you do so for the 
right reasons. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

When is the right time to sell your investments?

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

817-573-1154

WILEY 
FUNERAL 

HOME AND 
CREMATION 

SERVICES
“Family owned
and operated”

GRANBURY
817-573-3000

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

@HCNEWS

TAYLOR MOBLY
Edward Jones 
Financial Adviser

Mobly

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery
and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS 
AND MONUMENTS, 
CEMETERY PLOTS, 

CREMATION GARDENS, 
MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS 

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and 
we’ll help you plan ahead 

& save.
(817) 279 - 7270

1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, TX

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

Ricky Wayne Howell
April 2, 1961 - September 29, 2023

Ricky Wayne Howell, Sr.
gained his Angel wings, at
62 years of age, on
September 29, 2023, sur-
rounded by his mother,
children, and closest loved
ones.

Ricky was a graduate of
Granbury High School,
where he was a star foot-
ball player for the
Granbury Pirates. After
graduation, he would fol-
low in his father's foot-
steps and become the
owner of Howell Trucking.
After retiring from the
trucking industry, he be-
came a volunteer for the
Parker County Center of
Hope, where he touched
many people's lives with
his joyful laughter, smiles,
and helping heart. He was
a man of Christ and gave
God's love to all who knew
him.

Ricky was the biggest
Dallas Cowboy fan, and
you can bet as soon as he
got through the gates of
Heaven and met his loved
ones that he went and
found Tom Landry so they
could work on a plan to
get the Cowboys back to
the Super Bowl. He loved
hollering, "How 'bout them
Cowboys?" Win or lose the
Cowboys were his and
God's team, and he let ev-
eryone know it.

Ricky's heart and soul
were his children. From
the day he became a father
to his last moment, he
loved being a dad, and his
children knew that he
would do anything he
could for them. His friends
and family all felt love
from his loving heart, and
we are all sure his heart is
beaming with abundant
love and joy in Heaven
now.

Ricky is survived by his
four children: son, Ricky
Howell, Jr. (wife, Erica),
daughter, Cherisse Glaze
(husband, Bryce), daugh-
ter, Jennifer Howell, and
daughter, Jessica Mayhall,
all of Weatherford, TX; his

mother, Lou Ann Howell of
Weatherford; two siblings:
sister, Tammy White (hus-
band, Teddy) of Millsap,
TX, and sister, Debbie
Childers of Weatherford;
nine grandsons; eight
granddaughters; one great-
grandson; several aunts,
uncles, nephews, nieces,
cousins, and even more
friends; and his true love
and mother of his chil-
dren, Lisa Howell.

Ricky was preceded in
death by his daddy, Nor-
man Howell; grandparents,
G.W. and Lou Jaun Howell;
grandmother, Lula Russell;
and son, Christopher How-
ell.

The family had visitors
on Wed., October 4, 2023,
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., at
Galbreaith Pickard Funeral
Chapel, 913 N. Elm St,
Weatherford, TX 76086.

The funeral service was
held Thurs., October 5,
2023, at 10 a.m., also at
Galbreaith Pickard Funeral
Chapel; followed by the
graveside ceremony at
Huckabay Cemetery, in
Huckabay, TX.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations
in honor of Ricky Howell,
Sr. to the Ausome Allen
Foundation @
ausomeallen.com., a non-
profit very dear to Ricky's
heart as the name's sake
of the foundation is one of
his grandsons, or dona-
tions may be made to The
Parker County Center of
Hope.

Maureen Rogers
LaFont Anderson
May 8, 1928 - October 1, 2023

Born May 8, 1928 to
Clarence and Maudie
Rogers in Portageville, Mis-
souri.

She passed from this
earth, at her residence in
Cape Girardeau, Missouri
on Sunday October 1,
2023, at 95 years young.

In 1946, she married
Samuel "Gene" LaFont at
Saint Eustatius Catholic
Church, Portageville, MO.

Born to "Gene" and Mau-
reen, were their sons-Rick-
ey LaFont, Cape Girardeau
and Patrick LaFont, Sike-
ston, Missouri who sur-
vives.

Also, survives- daughter-
in-law, Terry Brewer-La-
Font, Sikeston.

Grandson- Lance (Tara)
LaFont, Oxford, Mississippi

Step-grandson- Jared
(Ashley) Brewer, Sikeston.

Great-granddaughters-
Brie and Wesley Claire La-
Font, Oxford, MS

Sister- Polly (Alan) Ward,
Gainesville, Florida

Brother- Michael "
Martha" Rogers, Steele, Al-
abama

She will be missed by
many nieces and nephews
and friends.

In 1965 Maureen mar-
ried Torsen "Bugsy" Ander-
son in Fort Worth, Texas.
He preceded her in death
in 1995.

Maureen enjoyed life to
the fullest in DeCordova
Bend Estates, Granbury,
Texas. Golfing, bridge, and
entertaining and table
scaping were her passions.

She restored and collect-
ed dolls from the eigh-
teenth and nineteenth cen-
tury - She helped manage
the "Wagon Yard Antiques"
in Granbury for many

years. She relished and en-
joyed making custom " Pe-
riod" doll clothing and
sewing for others. An ex-
cellent seamstress until
the end of her life.

She was one of the coun-
try's renowned top "Period
Doll Collectors," having
sold to celebrities and all
that loved vintage dolls.

Preceding Maureen in
death besides her parents -

brother, Dale Rogers, St.
Louis and Imogene Clark,
Portageville, MO

Her inurnment will be
by her mother's grave site
in Steele, Alabama.

Maureen adored her cat
"Freckles" in honor of her
love of animals. The family
requests memorials to be
made to:

Sikeston "PAWS" Pet and
Animal Welfare Services -
1900 Compress Road - BB
Highway

Sikeston, MO 63801
or
Safe Harbor Animal

Sanctuary
359 Cree Lane - Jackson,

MO 63755
The Hutchings-Pender-

grass Funeral Chapel in
Marble Hill, Missouri is in
charge of the arrange-
ments for Ms. Anderson.

PLEASE SEE OBITS | A14

Kenneth Charles Callihan
May 30, 1962 - September 24, 2023

Kenneth Charles Calli-
han passed away at home
on September 24, 2023 in
Kremmling, Colorado.

A Celebration of Life will
be held on October 29,
2023 at CSU Extension Hall
at 210 11th Street Kremm-
ling Colorado, 80459 from
1-4 p.m. Please RSVP to
bethmoreynolds@gmail.co
m by October 7, 2023.

Kenneth Charles Calli-
han was born in Lovington,
New Mexico on May 30,
1962 to James and Dova
Callihan. He went to
school in Roswell, New
Mexico and was a proud
Goddard Rocket football
player. As an adult he was
an enthusiastic coach for
all three of his children in
their various sports and a
passionate Bronco's fan.
He was an avid outdoors-
man and hunter. He loved
Colorado and planned to
make Colorado his forever
home when he moved to
Kremmling in 2005. He
was strong in his character
and could make anyone
laugh with his story
telling. His laugh would
make the sun shine on a
cloudy day. Ken worked as
an Operating Room Surgi-
cal Technician and Taxi-
dermist. He was the hus-
band and best friend to
Cynthia Ann Callihan for
36 years and beloved fa-
ther to three children; Am-
ber Renee Callihan,
Bethanie Mae Linn, and
Eric Joseph Overbey.

He is preceded in death

by his father James C. Cal-
lihan.

He is survived by wife
Cynthia Ann Callihan; their
three children Amber Re-
nee Callihan, her husband
Greg Pino and their two
children Livia Alayna Loya
and Michael James Loya;
Bethanie Mae Linn and her
husband Scott Linn; Eric
Joseph Overbey and his
two children Aurora Eliza-
beth Overbey and Franklin
Joseph Anthony Overbey.
His mother Dova K. Run-
yan and her husband Troy
Runyan. His brother James
Dean Callihan, his wife
Lisa Callihan and their two
children Randi Lynn
Williams and her husband
Blake Williams and their
two children; James Craig
Callihan and his two chil-
dren.

In lieu of flowers, please
donate to the Rocky Moun-
tain Elk Foundation or to a
nonprofit of your choosing
with a mission to conserve
Rocky Mountain wildlife in
Ken's honor.

Carol Ruth Harris
April 9, 1938 - September 30, 2023

It is with the love of
Christ for mom and the
Granbury community that
we announce that Carol
Harris went home to be
with the Lord on Saturday
evening, September 30.
After a long earthly fight
with Parkinson's and a
serious lung condition, she
is now resting in the arms
of Jesus. After relocating
to Granbury from Santa
Cruz, California, she
became active in three
churches and a number of
organizations. Infamously
known as the "doll lady",
hundreds of her dolls
reside at our local
Granbury Doll House
Museum. She is survived
by her husband of 64
years, Tom Harris, her
three children, (Christian
Harris, Geoff Harris, and

Jennifer Holland), along
with nine grandchildren
and three great-
grandchildren. A memorial
service will be held at the
DeCordova Bend Country
Club Sunday, October 8 at
4 p.m. as we celebrate the
faithfulness of God in the
life and ministry of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
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EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS. Do you or someone 
you know have a problem 
with alcohol? Meetings daily 
at 10 a.m., noon and 7 p.m. at 
1205 Lipan Hwy, Granbury.

ACTON 12-STEP Group. 
Meeting daily at 7 p.m. 3609 
Acton Highway (behind Mad-
ison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Al-
coholics Anonymous. Closed 
discussion for women only. 
Meets every Saturday at 10 
a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For 
more information, call 817-
772-8124

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Life is 
a grief support group for 
those who have lost a loved 
one through death. This in-
cludes the loss of a spouse, 
child, parent, sibling, or close 
friend. For the past 26 years 
this group has helped people 
work through their grief pro-
cess. If you, or someone you 
know, is suffering from the 
loss of a loved one, come or 

bring them to our next ses-
sion. We are Christian based, 
nondenominational, and wel-
come all who are suffering. 
We meet 3-5 p.m. on Sundays 
in the Parish Hall of St. Frances 
Cabrini Catholic Church. For 
more information, call Ben 
Bradley at: 575.706.5703 or 
Sherry Bingham 817.657.0822

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON 
group meets every Monday 
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian 
Church, Fellowship Hall, west 
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St.

GRIEF CONNECTION, a dis-
cussion-based support group 
for anyone grieving any loss. 
We meet on Mondays, 6:00-
7:30 p.m., Sept. 11 to Oct. 30. 
First Christian Church, 2109 
W. US Hwy 377, enter on the 
side by Tractor Supply. For 
info, call Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 
A non-contact boxing and 
fitness program designed for 

people with Parkinson’s. First 
Christian Church, 2109 W. U.S. 
Highway 377 (next door to 
Tractor Supply). 

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK 
seminar Sept 13. -  Dec. 13, 
6:30 - 8 p.m. Presented by 
StoneWater Church, Gran-
bury, this program is a sup-
port group designed to help 
rebuild lives. Book for course, 
$20, “Finding hope after the 
loss of a loved one.” Regis-
ter: GriefShare.StoneWater-
Church.com or call 817-579-
9175.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly 
Social Hour Net. All licensed 
Amateur Radio Operators 
welcome. 7:00 pm, on the 
147.240 MHz Repeater, +600 
offset, PL 162.2. 

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensi-
bly (TOPS). 8:45 - 10:45 a.m. 
Lakeside Baptist Church, 
room 133C, 500 W. Bluebon-
net Drive. Maximum weight 
scale: 400 pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY 
seminar and support recov-
ery seminar and support 

group meets at 10 a.m. at 
Interim Hospice, 1314 Paluxy 
Drive, Suite 200. Childcare is 
not provided.  Fee for Grief-
share workbook is $15. De-
tails: 817-573-7474.

RE ENGAGE marriage Enrich-
ment meets every Thursday 
at 6:30 p.m. at StoneWater 
Church in Granbury. For more 
information, email paige.
kitchens@stonewaterchurch.
com

EVERY FRIDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 
A non-contact boxing and 
fitness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s. First 
Christian Church, 2109 W. U.S. 
Highway 377 (next door to 
Tractor Supply). 

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRST TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30 
- 11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends, and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT breakfast 
for anyone grieving the loss 
of someone they love at 10 
a.m., Fuzzy’s off the Square. 
Details: Amy or Danny 
Dwight.  817-894-2449 or 817-
219-9833

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

WAMS (WESTERN Area 
Modeling Society) radio con-
trol club meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at Spring Creek BBQ, 317 W 
US Hwy 377. R/C aircraft, cars, 
boats, gliders, helicopters, 

etc. Details: 817-475-2194

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30 
- 11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FOURTH TUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone 
Terrace, 916 E. U.S. Highway 
377.  Open for those with 
Parkinson‘s and their families 
wanting to understand more 
about this disease. Details: 
817-999-1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT group for 
anyone grieving a loss in their 
life. This is an informal gath-
ering over breakfast.  Please 
join us for conversation and 
community. Location varies. 
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight 
817-219-9833

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday. Submit Support System listings to 
calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.

Fish Day!Fish Day!
It’s time to restock your pond!

Fish WagonFish Wagon
TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL
8 0 0 - 6 4 3 - 8 4 3 9
w w w . f i s h w a g o n . c o m

L I K E  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K !

    TUESDAY, OCT. 17
Mineral Wells: 11:45am-12:30pm at
MINERAL WELLS FEED & FARM SUPPLY

Stephenville: 1:30-2:15pm at
HAY & FEED RANCH

Granbury: 3:00-3:45pm at
RUSSELL FEED

Glen Rose: 4:15-5:00pm at
BUTLER FEEDS

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 18
Cleburne: 7:30-8:15am at
ROWLETTE HARDWARE

Fish Day!Fish Day!
It’s time to restock your pond!

    TUESDAY, OCT. 17
Mineral Wells: 11:45am-12:30pm at

into it. Our biggest change 
is slowly finding the right 
products for the right people 
and being able to give that to 
them.”

FAMILY-ORIENTED
The Jimenez family aims to 

have a family-oriented busi-
ness — something that their 
children, Xavier, Kasper, and 
Jose are learning already.

“They’re not just respecting 
grownups at their jobs, but 
they’re also just watching,” 
Bronwyn said. “They can ob-
serve the excitement, and the 
hustle and bustle.”

She said the family also 
leaves little items around 
the store to make The Pan 
Handle, simply, theirs.

“My kids put the Desert 
Hot Wheels around the store, 
and my husband puts Army 
men and gnomes around the 
store, so you’ll see things that 
are very much our family,” 
Bronwyn said.

The Pan Handle is open 
from noon to 5 p.m. Monday 
and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, and noon to 6 p.m. 
on Sunday.

“Jose and I had been 
dreaming and dreaming for 
so long to do something 
around food, and now our 
home team can do this,” 
Bronwyn added. “You’ll al-
ways see family in here, so 
it’s just fun to make that 
dream a reality.” 

For more information 
about The Pan Handle, visit 
thepanhandle.com online, or 
call 817-579-1518.

“Sample something — it’s a 
sampling of what’s to come,” 
Bronwyn added.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243
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Fredi Martinez
October 21, 1982 - September 30, 2023

Fredi Martinez, 40,
beloved son, brother, uncle
and friend, of Lipan,
passed away unexpectedly
on Saturday morning,
September 30, 2023 near
his home.

Visitation was held
Thursday, October 5, 2023,
from 5 to 8 p.m., at the Li-
pan Cowboy Church, 205
W. Lipan Dr., in Lipan. Fu-
neral services celebrating
his life were held at 11
a.m., Friday, October 6, at
the Lipan High School
gymnasium on Kickapoo
St. Burial followed at Bish-
op Cemetery, Lipan, Texas.

Fredi was born in
Stephenville, Texas on Oc-
tober 21,1982, to Priscil-
iano and Maria Martinez.
He was a lover of music
and had many friends he
supported in his interest.
Fredi was known for his
love of roosters and for
his big heart! He could al-
ways be found near the
grill. A competitive athlete,
Fredi loved playing basket-
ball and soccer. In 1997,
Fredi was the number one
goalkeeper in the state of
Texas! He worked for the
Keg 1 O'Neal Beverage
Company for over 14
years. He had the capacity
for making others happy
with his infectious laugh.
Most of all, Fredi will be
remembered for being a
role model to many and

for always being there for
anyone in need.

Fredi his survived by his
siblings, Archibald and
wife Stephanie Martinez
and Zully and husband
Jose Espinosa; his parents,
Prisciliano and Maria Mar-
tinez; his special compan-
ion, Chaley Linker; his
nieces, Presleigh Martinez
and Priscila Espinosa; his
stepdaughter, Tyler Linker;
grandmother, Granny Rose
Tipton; and by numerous
aunts, uncles, cousins, and
friends.

Fredi was preceded in
death by his paternal
grandparents, Prisciliano
and Juana Martinez; ma-
ternal grandparents, Juan
and Esther Escalante; and
by his Paw Paw Charles.

Funeral arrangements
for Fredi were entrusted to
the Wiley Funeral Home in
Granbury, Texas.

OBITS
FROM PAGE A13

Robert ("Bob") Dean
Mosbarger

July 23, 1938 - September 27, 2023

Robert ("Bob") Dean
Mosbarger, 85, beloved fa-
ther and grandfather,
passed away on Wednes-
day, September 27, 2023,
in Granbury, Texas.

Bob was born on July 23,
1938, in Kellerton, Iowa, to
the late Robert & Irma
Mosbarger. He graduated
from Mount Ayr High
School and married Sharon
Bonham in 1959. He
served his country in the
US Army. He spent the
next 34-years with Hy-Vee
Food Stores, Inc., golfing
when he could find time,
active in many civic orga-
nizations and attending
Iowa Hawkeye football
games for many years.

Upon his retirement,
Bob and Sharon moved to
the state of Texas where
he cheered on the Dallas
Cowboys and "helped"
Tiger Woods with his golf
game from his recliner.
Bob was an avid golfer, en-
joyed entertaining while
grilling up steaks for
guests. Bob will be remem-
bered for his generosity
willingness to always help
his family and friends.

Bob is survived by his
daughters, Jan (Terry) Gib-
son of Des Moines Iowa,
Joi Mosbarger of Dallas,
Texas, and Jillian Lambert
of Texas; his grandchil-
dren, Grayson Gibson of

Thorton, Colorado, Gina
Gibson of Carroll, Iowa,
Garret Gibson, of Des
Moines, Iowa, and Brooke
Lambert of Austin, Texas;
and by his siblings, Nancy
Phillips of Richmond, Vir-
ginia, Raymond Mosbarger
of Albia, Iowa, and Thrisha
(Tim) Auge, of Bella Vista,
Arkansas. In addition to
his parents and wife,
Sharon, Bob was preceded
in death by his brother,
Richard ("Dick") Mosbarg-
er.

A private family memo-
rial service celebrating his
life will be held at a later
date.

On his bathroom mirror
he taped a note to remind
himself "Relax, Take the
Day off, I'll take it from
here - signed, God." In
agreement, Bob would say,
"Amen...A-Woman!"

Dana Ballez
February 22, 1957 - September 21, 2023

Dana L. Ballez born
February 22, 1957 on a
military base in Japan,
raised in Germany, Virgina
and Benson, AZ in a large
family of sisters; passed
away peacefully September
21, 2023 surrounded by
family and friends. The
long-time Granbury resi-
dent was a public servant
for decades working at
both the county clerk's of-
fice and for the City of
Granbury. She did lots of
volunteer work with vari-
ous organizations for chil-
dren, the elderly veterans
and many of her own indi-
vidual projects bringing
joy to the citizens of Hood
County. Ms. Ballez was
also a published author,
and had many hobbies in-
cluding restoring travel
trailers, motorcycles and

every craft imaginable. She
was preceded in death by
her loving husband George
S. Ballez, and survived by
her "angel" and reason for
being; her daughter
Danielle S. Ballez.

A gathering will be held
on Saturday, October 7,
2023 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
at Martin's Funeral Home.

Ferman "Ray" Smith
April 6, 1945 - September 27, 2023

Ferman "Ray" Smith
passed to his heavenly
home on September 27,
2023. He was one of the
most generous men you
would ever meet. He en-
joyed helping others,
working on his cars, and in
his yard.

Ray served in the Army
Reserves for six years. He
worked 42 years at Bell
Helicopter, working many
different jobs during that
time. He was a member of
Acton Baptist Church and
he also served as a Deacon
at Maplewood Baptist
Church.

He is survived by his
wife of 56 years, Betty
Smith, son and wife: Chris
and LaDonna Smith, son
and wife: Craig and Kris
Smith, grandchildren:
Danielle Mitchell and hus-
band Michael; Ashley Gier
and husband Cody;
Zachary Smith; Kayley
Smith; Elisabeth Hamilton
and husband TJ; Desiree
Coston, 12 great-grand-

children, Sister: Debbie
McDowell, and Brother:
Hartford Smith.

A visitation will be held
on Saturday, October 7,
2023, 10 to 11 a.m. at Ac-
ton Baptist Church.

Service will follow at 11
a.m., Saturday, October 7,
2023 at Acton Baptist
Church.

Interment will be at Ac-
ton Cemetery.

Service arrangements
under the direction of Wi-
ley Funeral Home.

SUBMITTING 
AN OBITUARY

Obituaries are 
submitted online at 
obituaries.hcnews.
com. Advance pay-
ment is required and 
you may do so online 
when placing the obitu-
ary. Obituaries should 
come from the funer-
al home. Obituaries 
placed by next of kin 
must be verified with 
the facility handling 
the body or the church 
where service will be 
held. You must provide 
the contact info for veri-
fication when submit-
ting the obituary. The 
Hood County News 
deadline for obituaries 
is 10 a.m. Wednesday 
for the Saturday paper. 
Deadlines are subject to 
change during holidays.



SATURDAY, Oct. 7, 2023 Hood County News A15
www.hcnews.com

R E A L  E S T A T E

www.WeSellGranbury.com817-219-0456
...and The Authority on Real Estate.The Waterfront Experts

Find out How to Sell Your 
Home in This Market.

Call Us Today for a Free Call Us Today for a Free 
Market Analysis.Market Analysis.

HOOD COUNTY SENIOR CENTER

KNIEPER REAL ESTATE

Why didn’t my house sell?

If your listing expired and 
your house didn’t sell you 
are probably feeling frus-
trated. For most sellers the 
first and most natural as-
sumption is that it was the 
REALTOR’S® fault. In some 
instances that may be true, 
as in any other profession 
there are good ones and bad 
ones. However, it is impor-
tant to remember that sell-
ing your home is a Team 
Sport. It takes the Owner 
and Agent working together 

to accomplish a successful 
sale, so here are three ques-
tions to ask yourself as you 
consider what to do next.

Did you limit access to 
your house? One of the 
biggest mistakes you can 
make when selling your 
home is to restrict when it 
can be shown. Being flex-
ible with your schedule is 
important when you’re sell-
ing your house. It can be 
stressful, even annoying, to 
drop everything and leave 

the house at a moment’s 
notice, but minimal access 
means minimal exposure, 
and when selling the pri-
mary objective is MAXIMUM 
EXPOSURE. 

Sometimes, the most 
determined buyers might 
come from far away. Since 
they’re traveling to see your 
house, they may not be able 
to change their plans eas-
ily if you only offer limited 
times for showings. So, try 
to make your house avail-
able as much as you can to 
accommodate them. It’s 
simple. If no one’s able to 
look at it, how’s it going to 
sell?

Did you make your house 
stand out? When selling 

your house, the old saying 
matters: you never get a sec-
ond chance to make a first 
impression. Putting in the 
work to make the exterior of 
your home look nice is just 
as important as how you 
stage it inside. 

Picture your home on a 
shelf in a store lined up 
alongside other homes 
similar in age, size, quality, 
and price. Will you blend 
in or stand out? Which one 
will the consumer reach for 
first? Pretty packaging has 
always been a sound mar-
keting practice, so consider 
your curb appeal to be your 
pretty package. Freshen up 
the landscaping, paint the 
front door, sweep away the 

cobwebs and do all you can 
to make sure yours is the 
one they want to see first.

Were you overpriced? 
Setting the right price is 
extremely important when 
you’re selling your home. 
While it is tempting to 
push the price, overpric-
ing can scare away buyers. 
Once again comparing your 
home to the competition 
is critical. If your house is 
priced substantially higher 
than others just like it, why 
would the buyers even both-
er to look at yours until they 
have seen all the more rea-
sonably priced homes that 
meet their criteria? Odds 
are they will find what they 
are looking for before they 

ever get through your front 
door, and the longer you are 
on the market the harder it 
will be to generate interest 
and excitement about your 
property.

If you have questions 
about why your home didn’t 
sell, please give us a call. 
We would love to help. Give 
us a call at 817-219-0456 
or visit us online at www.
WeSellGranbury.com.

Portions of this ar-
ticle were sourced, with 
permission, from www.
KeepingCurrentMatters.
com.

pamK@knieperteam.com | 
817-219-0456

Pam Knieper, Broker/Owner of Knieper Real 
Estate, is and has been the #1 Top Producer 
for more than 15 years in Hood County and 
running. She is known as the Waterfront 
Expert and the Authority on Real Estate.

BY PAM KNIEPER

Not your great-grandma’s senior center 
Hood County Senior Center proudly offers a variety of services to the local senior population

It is no secret that I have a 
heart for the elderly. I have 
spent the better part of my 
adult career in Granbury 
ensuring our senior popu-
lation has the resources 
and care they need for the 
best quality of life pos-
sible. Therefore, it should 
come as no surprise that I 
have been extremely proud 
over the past 13 years to 

be involved with the Hood 
County Senior Center 
(HCSC) on various levels, 
most recently as a board 
member. The HCSC has 
been a hub of activity for 
our local seniors since 1999 
at its current location on 
Moore Street. Previously, 
the Shanely House Program 
served our seniors begin-
ning in 1977. There has 

been an unwavering focus 
on serving the local senior 
community for nearly 50 
years, and much growth has 
happened during that time. 

MEAL DELIVERY 
FIVE DAYS A WEEK

Short term or long term, 
qualified clients who are 
in need can have a nutri-
tious meal delivered by the 
center five days a week. 
Currently the HCSC deliv-
ers 280 meals per day. Local 
volunteers ensure those 
meals are delivered rain 
or shine. In addition, these 
volunteers are sometimes 
the only contact a client 
may have during the day, 

which has proven over the 
years to be a lifeline in the 
event of a health crisis, or if 
a client needs other imme-
diate attention. The center 
understands and maintains 
relationships with the com-
munity resources that meet 
those needs.

AN AMAZINGLY 
ACTIVE BUNCH

While delivering meals to 
clients is a major operation, 
it isn’t the only service of-
fered. Did you know there 
are weekly dances at the 
center featuring live music? 
The house is always packed! 
Also, are you aware that 
the center provides daily 

in-house meals and other 
activities? Stay cool, listen 
to music, take a class, or 
just enjoy good fellowship. 
And let’s talk field trips 
and transportation! There 
are regular opportunities 
for day trips to ballgames, 
shopping excursions, and 
other venues. If you need 
transportation to a doc-
tor, bank or other appoint-
ments, the center provides 
that, too!

PROUD TO SERVE 
LOCAL SENIORS

If you are in your golden 
years, and looking for an 
active lifestyle, the Local 
Hood County Senior Center 

is definitely the place to be, 
proudly offering a variety of 
activities and other services 
to help local seniors enjoy a 
great quality of life. Please 
feel free to join us any time!

The Hood County Senior 
Center has been commit-
ted to providing services 
tailored to the unique needs 
of Hood County Senior 
Citizens for nearly 50 years. 
If you would like more in-
formation on client servic-
es for yourself or a family 
member, please contact the 
Center at (817) 573-5533, 
or donate directly online 
to the LOCAL Hood County 
Meals on Wheels Program 
at | Meals on Wheels Hood 
County (mowhctx.org).

Trish has been an involved resident of Granbury 
for nearly 20 years and currently serves as a Board 
Member for the Hood County Senior Center 
(HCSC). She spent15 years as a healthcare liaison, 
and in 2010 initiated healthcare networking 
group, Resources and Education for Caregivers 
of Aging People (RECAP) with the purpose of 
creating a better quality of life for our senior 
population.

BY TRISH BURWELL



Serving North Texas For Over 50 Years

www.comfortexpertsinc.com

It’s Time To Tune-Up Your Systems!

 Plumbing

 Electrical

 Service/Repair

 AC Services 

 Heating Services

 New System Installation

 Indoor Air-Quality

 Duct Cleaning

 Renewable Energy
TACLA 20501C

$49
A/C 

Tune-Up

817-341-5166817-341-5166

People-First Automotive Care

Granbury • cbac.com/granbury • 817-910-4247

1208 Fall Creek Hwy, Suite C
Granbury, Texas 76049

(817) 894-7650 • willsteedhomes.com

THE

of

THE

of

7 years in a row

WWW.HYDEF IRM.COM

827 W PEARL ST.
GRANBURY, TX 76048
817-579-LWYR (5997)

817-573-HYDE (4933) fax

HYDEHYDE
The

LAW FIRM, PLLC

Seek Information, Not Affirmation

Scents
of Humor

110 N. Lambert St.
Granbury, TX 76048

817-953-4550 | sohcandlecompany.com

Hand crafted scented candles, 
Humor

Hand crafted scented candles, 
Humor

Soaps with clever-fun names, 
and Home decor

CARRIE L. MORRIS, M.D.MORRIS, M.D.MORRIS, M.D.
OCULOFACIAL AESTHETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE PLASTIC SURGERY

 COSMETIC LASER SURGERY
OCULOFACIAL AESTHETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE PLASTIC SURGERY

Eyelid & Facial Plastic Surgery 
C02 Laser Resurfacing 

Laser Liposuction •  Botox • Filler • Facials

817-326-3134
600 S. Harbor Court | Granbury, TX 

817-326-3134
Refreshedface@carriemorrismd.com
www.radiancewellnessmedispa.com

FIRST AND ONLY PHYSICIAN SUPERVISED 
MEDSPA IN HOOD COUNTY

PRUITT PLUMBING
& REPAIR

200 Kings Plaza  
Granbury, TX 76049

Office: 817-573-9708  |  Metro: 817-279-9708
Email: hhpruitt@gmail.com

Granbury, TX 76049

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS:
Residental • Commercial • New & Repair • Water Heaters

for 50 Years!

OUR VISION FOR OUR 
HOME IS TO PROVIDE 

A SAFE, LOVING 
ENVIRONMENT FOR 
THOSE WE CHERISH

Assisted Living and Memory Care Home
1900 Acton Hwy, Granbury, TX 76049

CALL JUHREE AT 817-886-4109 OR 817-602-9798

ASSISTED LIVING AND MEMORY CARE HOME 

1928 W COLLEGE LANE

NOW ADMITTING RESIDENTS!

ALL PRIVATE ROOMS WITH 3/4 BATHROOMS

24 HOUR CAREGIVER ASSISTANCE 

DIETICIAN APPROVED MEALS 

ACTIVITIES PROGRAM

HOUSEKEEPING AND LAUNDRY PROVIDED

REGISTERED NURSE ON STAFF

DIRECT TV SERVICE 

PRIVATE PAY 

COVID-19 SAFTEY PLAN IN PLACE

CALL SAMI AT 575-964-7161

$500 ADMISSION FEE
REG. PRICE $2,000

4500 Fall Creek Hwy | Granbury | 817-579-7727
Tues-Sat 10-6 | TECL-27589

Your local
HOT TUBHOT TUB

dealer

$500 off
any 500 series
HOT TUB

with this ad

Jimmy Layland, Owner

817-714-4270
pjslawn@yahoo.com • www.pjslawn.com

PJ’s Lawn Care
         & Landscaping

PJ’s Lawn Care
         & Landscaping

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Lawn Maintenance

Landscape

irrigation

tree triMMing

Veranada • Xpress • Nautic Star • Crownline

4301 E. U.S. Hwy 377, Granbury, TX 76049
817.573.0400817.573.0400

2023 Kia EV6 Wind RWD2023 Kia EV6 Wind RWD

See dealer for details.See dealer for details.

www.ucs.net

Follow us on           for more events & food specialsFollow us on           for more events & food specials

Best Live Venue 
in Hood County

4021 Acton Hwy • Granbury, TX • 817-326-4752

BBQ   GREAT FOOD
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1986Locally Owned & Operated Since 1986
TECL #17531

Texas State Licensed Master & Journeymen Electricians • Bonded & Insured
Criminal Background Checks | Electrical Engineer & Electrical Inspector on Staff

Complete Electrical Service
Residential | Commercial | Industrial

817-279-7777
3805 Weatherford Hwy ( Hwy 51 North)

www.ggelectricservice.com | gg@ggelectricservice.com

World-Wide Naturopathic Health Service
ENHCenter, LLC.

... let fruit be for food 
and leaf for healing.

Ezekiel 47:12

817-736-3004 • www.kulisz.com
1315 Water’s Edge Dr., Ste 112 Granbury

We are a Christian naturopathic health practice. We are a Christian naturopathic health practice. 
We provide health services using 
natural modalities and rememdies 

proven over thousands of years 
to support and enhance human lives.
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Lauren Hopkins' two-run cumulative time of 5.9 seconds helped her rope the title at the second rodeo of the 2023-24 Central Plains season. 
Hopkins stopped the clock in 2.7 seconds to place in the fi rst round, then followed that with a 3.2-second run to share the championship-
round victory. 

COURTESY PHOTO

October is National Bullying Prevention Month.
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EDUCATION

Lipan’s Hopkins 
ropes in title
Submitted item

ALVA, Okla. – When Lipan resident Lauren Hopkins 
transferred to Northwestern Oklahoma State University a 
little more than a year ago, she was looking for the right 
opportunity. 

She found it with the Alva school, and she’s been proving 
that value early this Central Plains Region season. After finish-
ing third two weeks ago in Colby, Kansas, she stepped it up 
this past weekend by winning the breakaway roping champi-
onship at the Southeastern Oklahoma State University rodeo 
in Durant. 

“I just hit a lick toward the end of the summer rodeos and 
rolled it into this fall season,” said Hopkins, originally from 
Lincoln, California, now living in Lipan, Texas. “I didn’t have 
that great of a season last year, so I wanted to step it up. I’m 
more in tune with my horse, and things have been pretty 
good.” 

Hopkins stopped the clock in 2.7 seconds to place in the 
first round, then followed that with a 3.2-second run to share 

PLEASE SEE HOPKINS | B3

NATIONAL BULLYING PREVENTION MONTH

Hood County schools work to keep students safe

The campaign initially oc-
curred during the first week 
of October, but expanded to 
the entire month in 2010.

PACER developed the 
initial campaign, National 
Bullying Prevention and 
Awareness Week, to raise 
awareness about bullying.

“National Bullying 
Prevention Month is a won-
derful opportunity to pre-
vent bullying by encouraging 
everyone to act with kind-
ness, acceptance and inclu-
sion. Now more than ever, it 
is crucial to join together in 
creating communities that 
are kinder, more accepting 
and more inclusive,” Julie 
Hertzog, Director of PACER’s 
National Bullying Center 
said.

The National Center for 
Education Statistics found 
that bullying is seen most 
in seventh grade; sixth and 
eighth grades fall just below 
seventh. 

According to the Texas 

Association of School 
boards, the Texas Legislature 
adopted new requirements 
regarding bullying in public 
schools in 2021. Senate Bill 
(SB) 2050 built on an existing 
law requiring each district 
to have a policy that pro-
hibits bullying, including 
cyberbullying.

Granbury ISD, Lipan ISD, 
and Tolar ISD student hand-
book section regarding bul-
lying reads as follows: “The 
district strives to prevent 
bullying, in accordance with 
the district’s policies, by 
promoting a positive school 
culture; building healthy 
relationships between stu-
dents and staff; encouraging 
reporting of bullying inci-
dents, including anonymous 
reporting; and investigat-
ing and addressing reported 
bullying incidents. Bullying 
is defined in state law as a 
single significant act or a 
pattern of acts by one or 
more students directed at 

another student that exploits 
an imbalance of power and 
involves engaging in written 
or verbal expression, ex-
pression through electronic 
means, or physical conduct 
that: 

• Has the effect or will 
have the effect of physically 
harming a student, damag-
ing a student’s property, or 
placing a student in reason-
able fear of harm to the stu-
dent’s person or of damage 
to the student’s property; 

• Is sufficiently severe, per-
sistent, or pervasive enough 
that the action or threat cre-
ates an intimidating, threat-
ening, or abusive educational 
environment for a student;

• Materially and substan-
tially disrupts the educa-
tional process or the orderly 
operation of a classroom or 
school; or 

• Infringes on the rights of 
the victim at school. Bullying 
includes cyberbullying. 
Cyberbullying is defined in 
state law as bullying that is 
done using any electronic 
communication device, in-
cluding through the use of 
a cellular or other type of 
telephone, computer, cam-
era, electronic mail, instant 
messaging, text messaging, 
a social media application, 
an internet website, and any 
other internet-based com-
munication tool.

Bullying is prohibited by 
the district and could in-
clude hazing, threats, taunt-
ing, teasing, confinement, 
assault, demands for money, 
destruction of property, 
theft of valued possessions, 
name-calling, rumor-spread-
ing or ostracism. The district 
will use an age-appropriate 
survey regarding school cul-
ture that includes relevant 
questions on bullying to 
identify and address student 
concerns. Each campus has 
a committee that addresses 
bullying by focusing on pre-
vention efforts and health 
and wellness initiatives. 
The committee will include 
parents and secondary stu-
dents. For more information 
on this committee, includ-
ing interest in serving on the 
committee, contact the cam-
pus principal. If a student 
believes he or she has expe-
rienced bullying or witness-
es the bullying of another 
student, the student or par-
ent should notify a teacher, 
school counselor, principal, 
or another district employ-
ee as soon as possible. Any 
district employee aware of a 
report of a bullying incident 
will relay the report to an ap-
propriate administrator.”

GRANBURY ISD
According to the GISD 

website, “Granbury ISD 

prohibits bullying and ha-
rassment. A safe and civil 
environment is needed for 
students to learn and attain 
high academic standards 
and to promote healthy 
human relationships. The 
district believes bullying, 
harassment based on a pro-
tected class (such as sexual 
harassment), discrimination, 
intimidation, violence, and 
other similar disruptive be-
havior are detrimental to the 
establishment of a safe and 
civil learning environment.”

A student at Granbury 
Middle School was allegedly 
attacked inside a classroom 
and was hit twice in the eye 
as well as having hand sani-
tizer put in his eye on Sept. 
13 according to the student’s 
mother Erin Davis.

This led to Davis to open 
an investigation with the 
Granbury Police Department 
on Sept. 16; she filed a griev-
ance packet with the district 
on Sept. 26 after she claimed 
GMS did not follow the dis-
trict’s code of conduct.

GMS Principal Andy 
Smith made a statement 
on Facebook on Sept. 22 
that read, “GMS Families, 
Granbury Middle School is 
aware of the situation cir-
culating on social media 
regarding the poor choic-
es a few students made 
last week. Campus leaders 

worked with students and 
parents to determine a posi-
tive course of action to en-
sure Granbury Middle School 
has the type of climate and 
culture where all students 
feel safe and have limitless 
opportunities to succeed. 
School administrators and 
local law enforcement have 
investigated the situation 
and administered appropri-
ate disciplinary consequenc-
es according to the student 
code of conduct. We strive to 
work closely with parents to 
ensure all students feel safe 
and are supported within 
our schools. We encourage 
any parents with a con-
cern to contact the campus 
directly.”

The HCN requested a state-
ment from Smith about the 
incident where Smith re-
sponded, “We are aware of a 
situation that was reported 
to us. GMS administration 
investigated the incident and 
issued disciplinary conse-
quences in line with the stu-
dent’s behavior.” 

To prevent further bul-
lying Smith noted in his 
response to the HCN, “As a 
campus we discuss social 
skills with our students that 
include anti-bullying strate-
gies. We have videos and 
announcements through-

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

N
ational Bullying Prevention Month takes 
place during October and started as a 
campaign in 2006 founded by Parents 
Advocacy Coalition for Educational 

Rights (PACER) and the National Bullying Preven-
tion Center.

PLEASE SEE BULLY | B2
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Tolar ISD works to improve district 
through campus improvement plans
BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Tolar ISD is working to 
improve its district and 
the three campuses that lie 
within it as part of its ongo-
ing campus improvement 
plan.

For the district as a whole, 
the plan notes strengths in 
the culture and staff quality 
include campus leadership, 
campus collaborations, 
safety, class sizes, resourc-
es, autonomy in classrooms, 
and bonuses. Some of the 
needs are focused on evalu-
ating the salary schedule, 
pay increases, benefits, and 
more professional develop-
ment opportunities for spe-
cial education.

Under curriculum col-
laboration, Measures of 
Academic Progress (MAP) 
testing and Texas Formative 
Assessment Resource 

(TFAR) are highlighted while 
needs focus on resources, 
behavior training, and more 
STAAR training.

When it comes to family 
and community involve-
ment, the district strengths 
include communication 
tools, volunteers, and the 
support for initiatives. 
There is a need though for 
more reliable communica-
tion tools.

The district’s technology 
strengths include improved 
WiFi, having a technol-
ogy person, Apple TVs and 
teacher iPads, with needs 
focused on more technol-
ogy department staff, up-
grading of Chromebooks, 
repairs and teacher laptops. 

There is also a need for 
more clubs and organiza-
tions as well as exposure to 
various cultures. 

Academically, the district 
highlights that students are 

above average in region and 
state levels across all grade 
levels, test scores increased 
on all tests from third to 
eighth grade and strategies 
have been made for closing 
gaps. The district is working 
on growth in students with 
disabilities, growth in eco-
nomically-disadvantaged 
students and to increase the 
number of students reach-
ing master’s level as part of 
STAAR testing as well as en-
suring growth from meets 
to masters.

When it comes to district 
organization, it was noted 
campuses do well with com-
munication with parents 
and their junior high and 
high school schedules. The 
need to work on increasing 
communication was noted.

TOLAR ISD 
Superintendent Travis 

Stilwell highlighted what he 

said are items the district 
is continuing to work on 
across the campuses for im-
provement including: 

• Tolar HS has a heavy 
emphasis on improving its 
current health science pro-
gram to provide students 
with an opportunity to learn 
skills and grow an appre-
ciation for various medical 
professions. 

• Tolar HS will work to 
increase its dual credit par-
ticipation by utilizing and 
communicating with its 
students about the FAST 
program for economically-
disadvantaged students.

• District wide, there will 
be a continual emphasis 
on character development. 
Tolar HS will implement 
the CAN DO YOU character 
education program for all 
students.

• District wide, the Parent 
Square mass communica-

tion tool for increased/im-
proved communication with 
our stakeholders has been 
implemented.

• District wide, there is 
continued focus on all aca-
demic areas for academic 
growth and improvement 
for all students.

• District wide, all cam-
puses will utilize MAPS 
testing in order to monitor 
student growth and plan for 
acceleration/remediation 
opportunities as needed.

• District wide, staff and 
faculty will continue to 
work internally and coop-
eratively with local agencies 
to provide for the safety and 
welfare of our students. 

• District wide, every stu-
dent has access to an elec-
tronic device for instruction 
(1:1 ratio)

• District wide, a cre-
ative calendar to provide 
teachers ample workdays 

throughout the year for 
planning and curriculum 
development has been 
implemented.  

• District wide, the ag 
barn has been renovated/
expanded to create more 
opportunities for student 
projects and participation.

• District wide, four por-
table classrooms have been 
installed behind the elemen-
tary school for expansion 
and reduction in class sizes. 

“Many of the items listed 
in the campus/district plans 
aren’t very exciting for pub-
lic consumption.  However, 
we continue to focus on 
providing the best academic 
opportunities for our stu-
dents as we possibly can,” 
Stilwell said.

For more information on 
the district campus im-
provement plan and spe-
cifics on each school, visit 
tolarisd.org. 

Safety is priority for Lipan ISD
BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Lipan ISD held its regular-
ly scheduled school board 
meeting Sept. 28 at the 
Lipan library.

During the meeting, the 
board reviewed the State 
of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness 
(STAAR) test, the End of 
Course (EOC) exams from 
2022 and the accountability 
ratings.

Superintendent Ralph 
Carter noted the district has 
not received its rating be-
cause the Texas Education 
Agency delayed the release 
of ratings statewide. Ratings 
had been scheduled to be 
released on Sept. 28.

Carter said the rat-
ing is now expected to 

come in around the end of 
October or the beginning 
of November and that he is 
eager to see how the district 
is rated. Carter added that 
for the last 20-plus years, 
Lipan ISD’s rating has been 
superior. 

The board also discussed 
installation of a new six-
foot fence to wrap around a 
part of the campus as part 
of safety measures and up-
dates. Carter noted this is 
currently being worked on 
and will be ready in the next 
month or so. 

“It’s going to keep our 
kids safer,” Carter said dur-
ing the meeting. “No one 
from the outside will be 
able to see inside. It would 
be good to have the perim-
eter completely cut off if 
possible.”

The board also talked 
about upcoming construc-
tion of a roadway near the 
track. The district will post 
updates on its Facebook 
page and let the community 
know when to stay off the 
track.

The pitcher’s mound and 
batter boxes at the softball 
field are undergoing up-
dates, including placement 
of clay bricks to prevent a 
ditch from forming again.

Carter informed the board 
that two Raptor (software 
for school safety) tests have 
been done so far with the 
students; both went really 
well. 

The district will conduct 
a safety practice at the be-
ginning of next year, Carter 
said. Students, staff, faculty 
and parents will participate 

in the drill, with students 
practicing going to one of 
three buildings designated 
as reunification sites in case 
of emergency. Parents will 
pick up their students as 
part of the practice run.

“God forbid something 
like that happens, but at 
least the students and par-
ents will know what to do,” 
Carter said. “We’re going to 
have bulletproof glass put 
in the site rooms, not just 
level three ballistic glass. It 
costs a little bit more, but it 
will be safe and one of the 
safest places to be.” 

Carter also mentioned his 
recent emergency manage-
ment meeting with Hood 
County, which school dis-
tricts within Hood County 
are required to attend twice 
a year.

“We’re looking at getting a 
quote for 15 Motorola high-
powered radios because the 
county radios don’t work in 
our district. In the event of 
an emergency, especially an 
active shooter, we need to 
have some way to commu-
nicate effectively,” Carter 
said. 

The board also discussed 
Senate Bill 763 which allows 
public schools to employ or 
accept volunteer chaplains.

“We have the option to say 
we don’t ever want chap-
lains to serve in any capac-
ity to volunteer or you can 
say we can hire chaplains 
and they can be a classroom 
teacher and they can take 
the place of counselors. I’m 
not going to recommend 
that. The third option is to 
just let them do what they 

do and be here for cata-
strophic events,” Carter 
said. 

The board voted 6-0 to 
approve chaplains to serve 
only on a volunteer basis.

Finally, the board dis-
cussed injecting lime into 
the elementary school’s 
foundation as well as re-
placing the air duct at-
tached to the outside of 
the gymnasium. The board 
decided to look further into 
the foundation injections, 
but approved replacement 
of the air duct by a vote of 
6-0. 

The board then went into 
executive session for 10 
minutes before adjourning 
the meeting. 

The board’s next meeting 
will take place on Oct. 25 at 
5:30 p.m.

out the year that point out 
how to treat each other. Our 
counselors do intervention 
groups as well to allow stu-
dents to talk through issues 
and resolve conflicts. As a 
campus this year we have 
also implemented Capturing 
Kids Hearts as a way of 
building stronger relation-
ships on campus.” 

Davis thinks more should 
be done.

“We just want to put pres-
sure on Granbury to do the 
right thing. I don’t want to 

fight Granbury (ISD). All I’m 
asking is for GISD to follow 
and implement their code of 
conduct,” Davis said in an in-
terview with the HCN. I think 
(Smith) made poor choices. 
He’s allowing people to come 
into his home and bully his 
kids. A simple ‘I’m sorry, we 
should have looked into this 
more’ would have sufficed 
me, and I would have been 
fine. Do the right thing and 
I’ll shut up.”

As part of National 
Bullying Prevention Month, 
the district shared on its 
website, “We take com-
plaints of bullying very seri-
ously. Learn how we identify, 

prevent and investigate bul-
lying. Our ultimate goal as a 
district is to eliminate bully-
ing in all its forms, whether 
online or in-person. Help us 
curb the national issue of 
bullying by taking action as 
a community and discussing 
the importance of preven-
tion with your family.” 

Other schools in the dis-
trict are talking to students 
of all ages about bullying 
such as Brawner Elementary 
School where counselor, 
Ronda Herrin is going to 
hold guidance lessons for 
students and teach them 
about the importance of 
bullying. 

Acton Elementary is also 
participating in becoming 
more aware about bullying 
as part of prevention month. 

“Acton Elementary School 
has a strong character edu-
cation program. We teach 
kids positive character traits 
such as responsibility, trust-
worthiness, respect, fair-
ness, caring, citizenship, and 
decision-making through-
out the year. In October, we 
celebrate Red Ribbon Week 
which focuses on making 
healthy choices and recog-
nizing and resisting peer 
pressure,” Jill Jernigan, AMS 
counselor said. “We teach 
the students how to recog-

nize bullying, the difference 
between bullying and teas-
ing, and what to do if they 
see bullying happening. We 
take all reports of bullying 
seriously, investigate and 
put procedures in place to 
help students feel safe. We 
also have wonderful student 
leadership groups such as 
student ambassadors and 
bus leaders who help teach 
younger students by model-
ing good behavior and re-
porting incidents to adults. 
We want our students to love 
school, feel safe and know 
what to do and who to talk to 
if they see something unsafe 
happening. These are just a 

few of the ways we combat 
bullying at our school.”

To submit an anonymous 
bullying report to GISD visit 
its website at granburyisd.
org. 

TOLAR ISD
Tolar High School Principal 

Clint Gardner noted he 
fortunately has seen very 
few cases of bullying while 
serving in his first year as 
principal. 

“Teachers, students, and 
administrators have been 
proactive in this regard. If 
they see students that are 
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I’VE BEEN THINKING

“Beauty 
secrets 
revealed”

COURTESY PHOTO

Edda van Heemstra Hepburn-Ruston  would later be known 
to legions of fi lm fans as Audrey Hepburn – the daughter of 
an English banker and a Dutch baroness.

On May 4, 1929, Edda van Heemstra Hepburn-
Ruston was born in Ixelles (near Brussels), 
Belgium. She would later be known to legions of 
film fans as Audrey Hepburn – the daughter of 
an English banker and a Dutch baroness.

“Someone once asked Hepburn, who truly 
was one of America’s most beloved Hollywood 
actresses, to reveal her beauty secrets. She was 
ranked by the American Film Institute as the 
third-greatest female screen legend from the 
Classical Hollywood cinema and was inducted 
into the International Best Dressed Hall of Fame 
List. 

In a culture where external beauty is of prime 
importance, Hepburn gave her surprising 
answer that described her focus on one’s in-
ner beauty. Her response was later read at her 
funeral.

“To have attractive lips, speak kind words. 
To have a loving look, look for the good side of 
people. To look skinny, share your food with 
the hungry. To have beautiful hair, let a child 
cross it with his own fingers once a day. To have 
a beautiful poise, walk knowing you’re never 
alone because those who love and loved you ac-
company you.

“People, even more than objects, need to be 
fixed, spoiled, awakened, wanted, and saved; 
never give up on anyone. Remember, if you 
ever need a hand, you will find them at the end 
of both your arms. Then you discover that you 
have two hands – one to help yourself and one 
to help others. 

“The beauty of a woman is not in the clothes 
she wears, in her face, or in her way of fixing her 
hair. The beauty of a woman is seen in her eyes 
because that is the door that’s open to her heart 
– the source of her love.

“The beauty of a woman doesn’t lie in her 
makeup, but the true beauty of a woman is re-
flected in her soul. It is the tenderness that gives 
love, the passion that it expresses. 

“The beauty of a woman grows over the 
years.”

Carol Goodman Heizer is an author 
who recently moved to Hood 
County from Louisville, Kentucky. 
She has had short stories published 
in eight editions of “Chicken Soup 
for the Soul” books. Her column for 
the Hood County News will appear 
every two weeks.

CAROL GOODMAN HEIZER
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the championship-round vic-
tory. Her two-run cumulative 
time of 5.9 seconds helped 
her rope the title at the second 
rodeo of the 2023-24 Central 
Plains season. 

“I drew well, but the biggest 
thing is my horse,” she said of 
Patròn, a 5-year-old sorrel geld-
ing she’s had for a couple of 
years. “He’s absolutely changed 
my game and has been one of 
my biggest blessings. He was 
broke when I got him, but I 
trained him in the breakaway. 
We know each other really well. 
He reads the calf really well, 
and he’s solid in the box and 
gives me a good start every 
time. He makes my job really 
easy.” 

With the win, Hopkins moved 
into the regional lead. That’s 
nice, but with eight events re-
maining on the schedule, the 
goal is to be in that same spot 
come the end of next April. 
That’s when winners will be 
crowned and earn their spots 
at the College National Finals 

Rodeo, which features only the 
top three individuals and top 
two teams in the standings. 

“Obviously, everybody wants 
to win, and for me, the goal 
is to win the Central Plains in 
breakaway and get to the col-
lege finals,” Hopkins said. “I 
also compete in ProRodeo, so I 
hope to continue to do that and 
have success. I have a full-time 
horse-training business as well, 
so I want to keep making that 
work as long as I can.” 

She was among about a 
dozen Rangers who competed 
in Durant’s short round and 
was joined in the final perfor-
mance by fellow breakaway 
ropers Aluxyn Hollenbeck, 
of Valentine, Nebraska, and 
Jayden Jensen, of Valentine, 
Nebraska, the latter of whom 
was 2.6 to finish in a tie for 
third place in the opening 
round. Goat-tier Dale Lee 
Foreman of Ree Heights, South 
Dakota, also earned a spot in 
the championship round. 

Jacob Haren of Callaway, 
Nebraska, paced the men’s 
team, winning the all-around 
title for the second straight ro-
deo. Haren earned points in tie-

down roping, steer wrestling 
and team roping; he and team-
mate Kade Chace of Cherokee, 
Oklahoma, finished third in 
the first go-round. Another all-
around cowboy, Tanner Meier 
of Garden City, Kansas, placed 
in both rounds and the aggre-
gate in tie-down roping. 

Kyler Altmiller, a header 
from Canadian, Texas, fin-
ished fifth in both rounds and 
the average while team roping 
with Cody Newell of Dodge City 
(Kansas) Community College. 

In steer wrestling, Cam 
Fox of Tulsa placed in both 
rounds and finished second 
overall, while Logan Mullin of 
Clay Center, Kansas, collect-
ed points in both rounds and 
placed fourth. Sterling Lee of 
Goetebo, Oklahoma, was sixth 
overall, while Trisyn Kalawaia 
of Waiakea, Hawaii won the 
first round. Grandy Aasby 
of Highmore, South Dakota, 
joined his teammates in the 
short round. 

“We had a lot of those 
(Northwestern) black vests in 
the short round,” Hopkins said. 
“I would like to think we have a 
good team and will continue to 

be represented well at the short 
rounds all year.”

Hopkins began her college 
career at Eastern New Mexico 
University. She spent three 
years in the Southwest Region 
before moving over to the 
Central Plains. She likes Alva’s 
proximity to her home in Lipan, 
where she continues to work at 
her craft. 

“Winning this past weekend 
was definitely awesome, and I 
feel super blessed,” she said. 
“I’ve been doing this for five 
years, and this was my first 
college win. I’m pretty lucky 
to have good horses and good 
friends behind me to support 
me. 

“When I made my short-
round run, I just wanted to be 
smart and place again. I wanted 
to be behind the barrier and 
catch my calf, and fortunately 
that worked out well enough to 
get the win.”

When it comes to success, 
being consistent is the biggest 
weapon a competitor can have. 
It just happens that Hopkins 
has that in herself and her 
horse.

HOPKINS
FROM PAGE B1

The Lady Pioneers defeated 
Benbrook on Tuesday, Oct. 3, 
2023. Pictured is Lady Pioneer 
Jana Cetkovic. She reached 
500 kills in her high school 
career (two years junior and 
senior year).
PHOTO BY CHRISTY DODSON

LADY 
PIONEERS 
VOLLEYBALL
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GAME ONHOOD OUTDOORS

Striped bass 
fall movement

SCREENSHOT COURTESY PILLOW CASTLE GAMES

A long hotel hallway with some objects that are oddly large. 

As a licensed professional fi shing 
guide, Michael Acosta shows you 
how to fi nd them. A Granbury 
resident of more than 35 years, he 
has been fi shing all of his life, and 
has been a licensed guide since 
1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

COURTESY PHOTO BY MIKE ACOSTA

Pictured is Sandra Acosta with some good Granbury 
fi sh caught this last weekend.

Several years back, I came across an interesting 
study done on hybrid and striped bass in Virginia. 
This article discussion is on the movement of 
striped bass on our inland lakes. As we all know, 
the temperature of the water drives the striped 
bass and hybrids in their movements along with the 
availability of forage.

Striped bass are moving machines, and many 
will start to move with the cooling temperatures. 
According to this article/study that used results of 
telemetry devices attached to the fish, striped bass 
move on average between 0.5 km/day to 3.0 km 
day. These fish tend to move more in the fall and 
spring, as most of us know, and tend to move slight-
ly more at night. Another expected conclusion is 
that these fish are generally more active during low 
light periods. The same movement frequency and 
activity conclusions generally apply for the Hybrid 
Striped bass; however, movement may be greater 
during spring and summer than fall and winter.

Both species (Hybrid and Striped bass) exhib-
it a springtime spawning migration followed by 
movements back to deeper main-lake habitats. 
Apparently not all Hybrid Striped bass participate 
in this migration, some stay in the main reservoir 
throughout the year. Hybrid Striped bass migrate to 
spawn at about 15 to 16 degrees C (59 to 61 degrees 
F) which is in between the parental white bass at 13 
to 15 degrees C (55 to 59 degrees F) and the Striped 
Bass at usually 17 to 18 degrees C (62 to 64 degrees 
F). Springtime flows can trigger these spawning 
migrations. With no springtime flow, some striped 
bass may abandon the spawning run and stay in the 
reservoir. 

After spawning, these fish will stay in upstream 
shallow areas for 8 to 22 days prior to returning to 
the main reservoir body. 

Another conclusion in this paper is that the mor-
tality rate for striped bass is much higher than the 
hybrid striped bass, especially for larger striped 
bass. This agrees with what we have been told by lo-
cal biologists. The striped bass is less tolerant of the 
heat than its cousin the hybrid striped bass. This 
is the reason that most of the full-blooded striped 
bass in Texas waters do not grow to the sizes found 
elsewhere in other deeper cooler reservoirs in other 
states.

The exact temperature preferences for the hybrid 
striped bass are still in question. It is this study’s be-
lief that the hybrid preference is in a zone between 
its parents the white bass and the striped bass (ap-
proximately 21 to 27 degrees C or 70 to 80 degrees 
F. White bass generally prefer 28 to 30 degree C wa-
ter (82 to 86 degrees F), and striped bass generally 
prefer 20 to 24 degrees C (68 to 75 degrees F).
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It’s all a matter of perspective

SUPERLIMINAL

You wake up in a generic ho-
tel room with a classic digital 
clock. At first things are pretty 
normal. You’ll find that you 
can pick up objects across the 
room that appear small in per-
spective, but when you pick up 
an object and bring it closer 
to you, it grows to a ridiculous 
size. Or you can pick up an 
item close to you and cause it 
to shrink by placing it further 
away.

The premise of the game is 
that you’re in a dream ther-
apy session, and this is part 
of the therapy – a series of 
puzzles that can be completed 
by using optical illusions and 
forced perspective. Dr. Pierce 
communicates with you via a 
series of radios, communicat-
ing your progress, and creat-
ing a narrative for the story.

Some of the puzzles can be 
solved by picking up objects 
and making them larger, so 
that you can get on top of 
them. Some puzzles must be 
solved by finding the right 
perspective in a two-dimen-
sional image. Once the image 
is complete, the object can be 
picked up to solve the next 
puzzle. 

Things start to get weird 
when the player fails to wake 
up, and ends up back in the 
dreamworld, waking up in-
side the generic hotel room 
with the digital clock again. 
Dr. Pierce tells you through 
the radio that they have lost 
track of where you are in the 
simulation. 

Eventually the AI that is 
running the dream therapy 
session tells you that you 

must initiate an “Explosive 
Mental Overload” to trigger 
the “Emergency Exit Protocol” 
and escape the dreamworld. 
However, the attempt fails, 
and the player is trapped in 
the dreamworld. Eventually, 
you’ll complete the puzzles 
and escape, returning to the 
room you started in and wak-
ing up. 

All in all, it’s definitely a sur-
real experience, and will make 
you feel as if there’s some-
thing really creepy about these 
liminal spaces that you’re in. 
A liminal space is an area that 
you usually see with people, 
that for some reason is empty. 
It’s very much like being in 
an area of a hotel conven-
tion center where you took 
the wrong turn while looking 
for the bathroom. No matter 
how many hallways you walk 
down, you can never find the 
door that leads to the out-
side. Fortunately, there’s no 
Backrooms monster to scare 
you in this game, it’s just a se-
ries of visual puzzles.

Superliminal was developed 
by Albert Shih and his team 
with Pillow Castle Games, 
many of whom were recruit-
ed from the Entertainment 
Technology Center at Carnegie 
Mellon University. When those 

students graduated, he had to 
hire more people to finish the 
job. It was released on Steam 
on Nov. 5. 2020. Five addi-
tional ‘Group Therapy’ maps 
and a cooperative mode were 
available as a free update in 
December 2021.

Shih’s goal was to make a 
first-person game that was 
just ‘moving cubes around.’ 
He was inspired by the tourist 
photos of people pretending 
to hold up the Tower of Pisa. 
Shih wanted an open world 
concept with several solu-
tions to the puzzles, so that 
players could think creative-
ly about solving problems. 
“Superliminal is a first-person 
puzzle game based on forced 
perspective and optical illu-
sions. Puzzles in this game 
give you a sense of the unex-
pected. Players need to change 
their perspective and think 
outside the box to wake up 
from the dream.”

Superliminal has been 
generally enjoyed by play-
ers with its unique gameplay, 
the only complaint being that 
the game is too short. It was a 
finalist for “Most Innovative 
Gameplay” on Steam in 2020. 
Available on SteamOS for Mac 
and PC for $19.99.

I
n the game Superliminal, by Pillow Castle Games, 
you’re helping Dr. Glenn Pierce test its Som-
naSculpt technology by going through a dream 
therapy program. 

My opinions on computer gaming and 
some of my favorite games. I’ve been 
playing games on the home computer since 
the days of the Trash 80. I love indie, open-
world, unique, puzzle, and resource games. 
The cake is a lie.

BY JENNIFER HARRISON

Hepburn died on January 
2, 1993, in Tolochenaz, 
Switzerland, at the age of 63.

Audrey Hepburn realized 
that true beauty lies within 
an individual, yet it can be 
expressed in her external fea-
tures. In the grand tapestry 
of life, the beauty of a woman 
emerges not just from her 
physical appearance, but from 
the depth of her soul, the vi-
brancy of her spirit, and the 
substance of her character.

Someone once observed 
that true beauty is the full ac-

ceptance of who we are and 
the constant refinement on 
becoming a better human be-
ing. That principle goes far 
beyond our physical appear-
ance. Instead, we can display 
our inner beauty by demon-
strating qualities such as kind-
ness, compassion, love, and 
honesty.

Hepburn was obviously 
speaking to women, yet the 
same attributes and attitudes 
can easily and accurately be 
said of men. Simply substi-
tute the word “beauty” for the 
word “handsomeness.” Then 
substitute the pronoun “her” 
for the word “his.”

Additional qualities that 

make a man “handsome” in-
clude strong character, hon-
esty, loyalty, and a sense of 
responsibility. 

I recently came across a list 
of 12 signs of people with true 
inner beauty, regardless of 
ethnicity, religion, age, or gen-
der. Perhaps it would be good 
for each of us to “grade” our-
selves on these listed qualities.

1. They’re humble.
2. They are sincere. 
3. They acknowledge 

everyone.
4. They are selfless. 
5. They’re positive (but not 

in a fake way).
6. They don’t compare them-

selves to others. 

7. They don’t start an unnec-
essary conflict. 

8. They’re not obsessed with 
outer appearance.

9. They are appreciative.
10. They are not critical of 

others.
11. They are good listeners.
12. They are not ashamed of 

who they are.
In summary, I believe it 

would be safe to conclude that 
true inner beauty or hand-
someness could be summed 
up in saying that it reflects 
how we behave toward others. 

cgheizer@gmail.com
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Lady Pirates closing in on playoff return
Pirate golfers win in tourney honoring former player

Following their 3-2 win at 
home against Wichita Falls 
Rider on Sept. 29, the Lady 
Pirates (15-20 overall, 6-1 in 
district) entered the sec-
ond half of league play with 
a share of the top spot in 
District 5-5A with Aledo and 
defending champion Justin 
Northwest. Each of the three 
teams had defeated the oth-
er, with Granbury defeating 
Northwest, the Lady Texans 
defeating Aledo and the 
Ladycats downing the Lady 
Pirates.

That changed on Tuesday, 
Oct. 3 as the Lady Pirates are 
now in a two-way tie for first, 
having defeated Saginaw 
for a second time, 3-0, while 
Aledo defeated Northwest 
3-1. That left Granbury and 
Aledo tied for the top spot, 
with Northwest a match be-
hind in the standings.

The Lady Pirates were 
hosting Aledo, ranked No. 
25 in the state, last night. 
Ironically, Northwest is still 
the district’s highest state-
ranked team at No. 20, ac-
cording to the Texas Girls 
Coaches Association.

In defeating Rider, the 
Lady Pirates overcame a 2-1 
deficit. Rider won the first 
and third games 25-18 and 
25-20, sandwiched around 
a 25-22 Granbury win. The 
Lady Pirates tied the match 
with a 25-15 win in Game 4 
and carried that momentum 
into a 15-5 win in the decid-
ing contest.

“I am so proud of the way 
the girls have been play-
ing,” Granbury coach Desiree 
Shahan said. “The girls are 
finally playing together and 
are on the same page.

“It has been a few years 

since we have been in the 
race for first place, and it 
feels amazing.”

Standouts in the win over 
Rider were Sienna Watts 
(18 kills, 7 digs) and Blakely 
Bleeker (9 kills, 5 blocks).

Standouts against Saginaw 
were Allyson McCabe (30 
assists, 15 digs, 2 aces) and 
Rachel Poirier (12 kills).

The Lady Pirates last 
won a district champion-
ship in 2019, Shahan’s first 
year at the helm, when they 
shared the league title with 
Burleson. Their last outright 
district championship was 
in 2016 when they finished 
the regular season tied with 
Cleburne and won the title in 
a one-match playoff.

GRANBURY BOYS GOLF
The Granbury Purple 

Team won the Briggs 
Berry Invitational this past 
Monday, Oct. 2, at Pecan 
Plantation. Granbury Purple 
shot a team total 330 and 
won by 10 shots over Brock. 

Individually, Landon 
Womack won first place 
with a score of 79, beat-
ing his teammate Brayden 
Thackerson in a scorecard 
playoff. Other members on 
the Purple Team were Jacob 
Reagan (84), Caden Davis 
(88) and Quinn Bradley (89). 

Granbury Gold shot a 354. 
Individual scores included 
Jaxson Vaughn (82), Parker 
Jones (88), Kolton Montoya 
(89), Braxton Pugh (95) and 
Andrew Haynes (97). 

Granbury Black posted a 
365. Individual scores were 
Caden Rand (87), Kamden 
Aparicio (88), Will Webb (93) 
and Aiden Matherne (97). 

Granbury Gray team 
total was 376 with Miller 
Schenewark (83), Carter 
Martin (90), William Farmer 
(96), Ashton Heimer (107) 
and Jeff Bowerman (108).

The four lowest individual 
scores comprise the team 
total.

GRANBURY FOOTBALL
The Pirates (3-2 overall, 

1-2 in District 4-5A Division 
I) returned to play last night 
with a trip to defending dis-
trict champion Midlothian 
(5-1, 4-0). While the Pirates 
had a bye week last week, 
the Panthers were winning 
56-34 at previously unbeaten 
Killeen.

Next for the Pirates is a 
return home to host Lake 
Belton (5-1, 3-1 at press 
time). The Broncos were 
hosting Killeen last night.

After getting off to a 3-0 
start, Granbury came into 
last night having dropped 
back-to-back games at 
Cleburne, 13-6, and home to 
Killeen, 26-13. The Broncos’ 
lone loss through the first 
six games was a 38-34 shoot-
out at home to Red Oak.

Through its first five 
games, Granbury’s ground-
based offense was averag-
ing over 239 yards rushing 
per game (74 passing), led by 
quarterback Hayden Meyer 
(371 yards, 3 TD passing; 
290 yards, 2 TD rushing). 
Running back Tyler Rodgers 
had 370 yards and five TD 
rushing, while fellow run-
ning back Jadon Rogers led 
the team in touchdowns 
with six and had 262 rushing 
yards.

The defense was limit-
ing opponents to 240 yards 
per game (121 rushing, 119 
passing). Linebacker Rylan 
Brenish (44 tackles) led the 
defense, along with end 
Chase Cantrell (40 tackles). 
Four different players had 
an interception and six dif-
ferent ones had recovered 
a fumble, including two by 

linebacker Michael Gifford.
Lake Belton was led offen-

sively through six games by 
the combination of quarter-
back Elijah Mascarenas (73% 
completion, 1,570 yards, 16 
TD, 3 interceptions passing; 
195 yards, 8 TD rushing) and 
wide receiver Micah Hudson 
(33 catches, 677 yards, 8 TD). 
On defense, the Broncos fea-
ture safety Peanut Brazzle 
(38), linebacker Garrett 
Roland (39) and lineman 
Garrett Combs (43) who 
combined for 120 tackles.

TOLAR FOOTBALL
The Rattlers, ranked No. 

3 in the state in Class 2A 
Division I, started District 
5-2A Division I play with 
a 38-0 victory at Hamilton 
on Sept. 29, their second 
straight road game. Last 
night, they returned home to 
host Coleman.

Next is another road trip 
to DeLeon (5-1, 2-0 at press 
time) on Friday, Oct. 13. The 
Bearcats were playing at San 
Saba at press time.

In defeating Hamilton, 
Tolar (4-1 overall) was led by 
quarterback Isaac Blessing 
on offense. He completed 
10 of 12 passes for 99 yards 
and two touchdowns, while 
rushing 13 times for 170 
yards and another score.

Matthew Behrens (3 catch-
es, 69 yards) caught one of 
Blessing’s touchdowns while 
Garrison Nation caught the 
other. Nation also com-
piled 132 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Defensively, linebacker 
Drake Owens paced the 
Rattlers with 11 tackles, 
while lineman Cutter Cain 
registered nine. linebacker 
Jaxon Riddle and Cash Clark 
each had eight and lineback-
er Ty McClure had seven.

Brook Stone kicked a 27-
yard field goal.

Through its first five 
games, Tolar was led offen-
sively by Blessing (427 yards, 
5 TD passing; 504 yards, 

6 TD rushing) and Nation 
(336 yards, 5 TD rushing). 
Behrens had 13 catches for 
200 yards and a TD. 

On defense, they were be-
ing led by Riddle with 50 
tackles (5 for a loss), and 
Owens had 41. Nation, at de-
fensive back, had 35, Clark 
had 34 (3 for loss, 2 sacks), 
and defensive end Hunter 
Michels had 33.

Defensive back Clayton 
Stembridge had four in-
terceptions and a fumble 
recovery.

With five wins in their first 
six games, DeLeon had al-
ready almost doubled their 
victory total of 2022.

TOLAR VOLLEYBALL
With only four teams 

in District 8-2A, the Lady 
Rattlers are guaranteed a 
playoff berth. However, 
coach Misty Rhodes and her 
team want more, a return 
to the top of the league, like 
they were in the 2019 and 
2020 seasons.

That quest begins to-
day, Oct. 7, with a trip to 
Hamilton to begin league 
play. They wrapped up pre-
district play on Sept. 29 with 
a 3-1 victory at Rio Vista as 
Senne Imel led the victory 
with 15 kills and a pair of 
aces.

GRANBURY CROSS COUNTRY
The Pirates took the top 

spot for a second straight 
week as they won their own 
Race For The Loot on Sept. 
29 at the Granbury Disc Golf 
Course. The Lady Pirates 
placed fourth.

The Granbury boys scored 
54 points, outdistancing 
runner-up Arlington Martin 
with 70.

Jaxon Glenn once again 
paced the Pirates, taking 
third individually. The fresh-
man ran the 5K course in a 
time of 16 minutes, 47.95 
seconds. 

Also for the Pirates, Alec 

Wilkinson placed 11th with 
a time of 17:34.39, Bryan 
Hailey (17:40.61) was 13th, 
Aiden Lemens (17:43.51) fin-
ished 16th and Bryce Young 
(17:50.22) placed 18th.

Also for the Pirates, Aiden 
Turpin placed 29th and 
Jacob Wolfe was 40th.

Freshman Kambry 
Zschiesche led the Lady 
Pirates with a 13th-place 
individual finish, clocking a 
time of 21:10. Emery Kirby 
was 17th with a 22:18.

Also, Josefina Berry was 
22nd;  Zaeda Sedgwick, 26th; 
Alexie Patrick, 34th; Aubrey 
Ward, 44th; Karolina Berry, 
46th; and Presley Davis, 
63rd.

The junior varsity Pirates 
also won their division, with 
Samuel Valdez (19:47.29) 
placing third, Kolden Rand 
(20:01.55) finishing eighth 
and James Barber (20:06.63) 
was 10th.

The Lady Pirates did not 
have enough runners for 
a team score. Individually, 
Kimberley Martinez was 
28th.

Granbury was running 
at the Brewer Invitational 
at press time. It was being 
held at Central Park in White 
Settlement, the same site 
as the District 5-5A Meet on 
Friday, Oct. 13.

LIPAN/TOLAR CROSS COUN-
TRY

The Indians and Lady 
Indians competed in the Ken 
Gaston Race for the Lake 
Invitational at Lynn Creek 
Park in Grand Prairie on 
Sept. 29.

Annslee Tarpley led all 
Lipan runners, taking 25th 
among varsity girls. Court 
Gaylor led Lipan boys, finish-
ing 40th.

Tolar’s top runner was 
Hunter Keith, who was 83rd.

Both Tolar and Lipan 
teams will compete in the 
District 11-2A Meet in Lipan 
on Monday, Oct. 9.

BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County News

A
fter a rare absence from the playoffs in 
2022, the Granbury Lady Pirates volley-
ball team is once again chasing a spot 
in the postseason.

The Granbury Lady Pirates were victorious against the Azle Lady Hornets on Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2023, in Granbury. 
 PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

LADY PIRATE VOLLEYBALL
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The final part of the ruck activities is a shot in honor of SFC Riley Stephens. A local bagpiper and the Tarleton ROTC Color Guard lead in the participants to the Riley Stephens 
Memorial Post Saturday when the 22K Ruck was finished up. 

The Ruck begins as the participants start their 22K or 13-mile Ruck across Hood County . The Ruck March brings the participants through the middle of the square down Houston Street.

 PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

All the participants of the Ruck Forward March Saturday morning.

Ruck Forward

struggling with relation-
ships, they usually bring it 
up and address it head on 
in order to eliminate any es-
calation or misunderstand-
ing that may be present,” 
Gardner said. 

The district has many ac-
tivities utilized to prevent 
bullying such as: 

Educating students at the 
secondary level through uti-
lization of the Pacer National 
Prevention Guide — Creating 
a World without Bullying. 

At Tolar Junior High 
School, students create slo-
gans and information post-
ers and utilize quick tips and 
short animated clips to ad-
dress bullying

Utilization of student 

groups to create positive 
environments (Sunshine 
Committee)

Utilization of “club days” 
to allow students of differing 
backgrounds to meet and en-
joy each other in a relaxing, 
fun manner

At Tolar Elementary 
School, the Character Strong 
program focuses on nine es-
sential character traits:

Respect, responsibility, 
gratitude, empathy, perse-
verance, honesty, coopera-
tion, courage, and creativity.

These traits are talked 
about routinely in morning 
assembly and teachers pro-
vide activities in classrooms 
routinely.

Students are celebrated 
for standing up for others 
and showing positivity with 
a “Rattler Rave” where they 
can ring the bell in the hall-

way. Each six weeks, they 
have a “Celebration Rally” to 
celebrate displays of good 
character.

Utilization of confidential 
channels for students, par-
ents, and staff to report in-
cidents of bullying. We take 
each report seriously and 
investigate promptly.

“In today’s society, bul-
lying is an ongoing prob-
lem. This is especially true 
for school-age children. At 
Tolar ISD, one of our strate-
gic goals is to provide and 
maintain safe, healthy, and 
nurturing environments 
that promote character and 
service to others. As part of 
this goal, each campus par-
ticipates in numerous activi-
ties to help prevent bullying 
from occurring on cam-
pus,” Superintendent Travis 
Stilwell said. “Our district’s 

anti-bullying efforts are 
aimed at creating a culture 
of respect, empathy, and 
kindness. We believe every 
child deserves to learn and 
grow without the fear of bul-
lying. We strive daily to help 
our students become better 
students and citizens. In my 
opinion, each campus within 
the Tolar ISD does a great 
job with that.”

If a student believes he/
she has experienced bully-
ing or has been a witness to 
bullying of another student, 
it is important for the stu-
dent or parent to notify a 
teacher, counselor, principal 
or another district employee 
as soon as possible. For this 
purpose, forms are available 
in the elementary and junior 
high offices for anyone who 
may need to report a bully-
ing incident. It is important 

that all areas of these forms 
be completed accurately and 
completely in order for us 
to investigate the report ap-
propriately. The reporter’s 
name(s) will not be revealed 
in order to prohibit retalia-
tion. Students or parents can 
also report bullying anony-
mously via the district’s web-
site at tolarisd.org. 

LIPAN ISD
“We take bullying very 

seriously and act immedi-
ately on all reports. We use 
an anonymous alert sys-
tem so students can report 
bullying anonymously and 
24/7,” Superintendent Ralph 
Carter said. “Bullying must 
be stopped but it takes all 
of us partnering together: 
students, staff, home, school 
and community. We continu-

ally educate students to stop 
bullying.”

Students or parents may 
report an alleged incident of 
bullying, orally or in writ-
ing, to a teacher, counselor, 
principal or other district 
employee. Students or par-
ents may contact the district 
to obtain an incident report 
form that may be used to 
submit the complaint.

“Please note that after 
submission of the complaint 
to the district employee, the 
district may assign the com-
plaint to a campus admin-
istrator to follow up on the 
submitted complaint and 
any other important matters 
pertaining to the complaint. 
We encourage you to com-
municate with your desig-
nated campus administrator 
during this time,” Lipan ISD’s 
website reads. 

BULLY
FROM PAGE B2
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Tarleton State University

FAYETTEVILLE, AR. – The 
Texans met stiff competi-
tion in their third meet of 
the season on Friday, Sept. 
29, going up against three 
Power Five conference 
programs thus far in TCU, 
Texas A&M and Arkansas.

Senior Kevin Baez once 
again led the Texans on 
both sides with a top-30 
overall finish.

“[I’m] proud of the way 
our kids ran today in some 
tough conditions,” said 
coach Chase Rathke. “[The] 
girls battled a few injuries 
during the race that hurt a 
lot. [The] guys had a solid 
day and were able to knock 
off some conference foes 
in UTA, SFA, and ACU. I like 
where our confidence is at 
going forward and being 
able to get a little rest before 
conference.”

WOMEN (5K) 30TH
The Texans competed 

in the Women Harter’s 
Habanero 5k. Junior Sage 
Lancaster led the pack for 
the Purple and White. She 
finished in 78th place out of 
297 runners with a time of 
18:39.9.

Following behind 
Lancaster was a pair of 
Texans in junior Kailey 

Sykora and senior Aimee 
Landers-Wilburn. Sykora 
finished in 189th with a 
time of 19:37.3. Landers-
Wilburn finished four spots 
later in 193rd with a time of 
19:39.6.

Freshman Emily Teal 
crossed the finish line with 
a time of 20:31.9 in 249th 
place. Rounding it out for 
the Purple and White in 
268th place was senior 
Magaly Lopez 21:13.3.

MEN (8K) 16TH
After Baez made his 

return two weeks ago in 
Aggieland with a second-
place finish, he once again 
led the Texans at the home 
of the Razorbacks. Baez 
placed 27th out of 292 
in the Men’s “McDonnell 
Memorial” 8k with a time of 
24:58.5.

Just outside of the top-50 
was junior Angel Contreras 
in 53rd with a time of 
25:23.0. Accompanying 
Contreras in the top 100 
was Freshman Kellen Frickel 
with a time of 26:08.8 lock-
ing up 100th place. Fellow 
freshman Christopher 
Moreno finished in 144th 
with a time of 26:43.3.

Junior Angel Gomez and 
freshman Diego Flores fin-
ished back-to-back in 156th 
and 157th place respective-

ly. Gomez finished with a 
time of 26:53.1 while Flores 
came in hot on his heels 
with a time of 26:53.5.

Rounding it out for the 
Purple and White were soph-
omores Ricky Tolentino 
and Alan Alfaro. Tolentino 
came across the finish line 
in 251st place with a time 
of 28:27.3. Alfaro wrapped 
it up for the Texans squad 
with a time of 29:03.3, plac-
ing him in 274th place.

Next up, the Texans will 
make their first of two trips 
down I-20 in October to 
WAC foe Abilene Christian. 
The Texans will compete in 
the ACU Naimadu Classic 
on Friday, Oct. 13. The meet 
will be held at the Wildcat 
Cross Country Course in 
Abilene.

The Texans (4-1, 1-0 
UAC) held off Southeastern 
Louisiana (0-5, 0-1 SLC) 14-
13 on Saturday, Sept. 30 
at Strawberry Stadium in 
Hammond, Louisiana.

Whitten won his 100th 
at the helm of the Texans, 
now 100-51 (.662) all-time 
with the Purple and White, 
125-79 (.613) all-time as a 
college football head coach. 
He is just the 12th head 
coach among all current 
NCAA Division I schools in 
Texas to reach 100 wins with 
one program in the history 
of college football, joining 
TCU’s Gary Patterson (181, 
2000-21), Texas’ Darrell 
Royal (167, 1957-76), 
Houston’s Bill Yeoman (160, 
1962-86), Texas’ Mack Brown 
(158, 1998-2013), Rice’s Jess 
Neely (144, 1940-66), Texas 
A&M Commerce’s Ernest 
Hawkins (132, 1964-85), Sam 
Houston’s Ron Randleman 
(131, 1982-2004), Baylor’s 
Grant Teaff (128, 1972-92), 
Texas A&M’s R.C. Slocum 
(123, 1989-2002), North 
Texas’ Odus Mitchell (122, 
1946-66), and TCU’s Dutch 
Meyer (109, 1934-52).

“It’s a great day for our 

program - the 100 wins, 
that’s awfully nice I guess, 
but the thing I’m most ex-
cited about is being 4-1 right 
now,” Whitten told Tarleton 
Sports Network postgame. 
“I think this is kind of a sig-
nature win for our program 
right now, to come on the 
road here and win a close 
ballgame where we really 
had to pull our neck and 
anchor down and play hard, 
and we did.”

Tarleton has started 4-1 
for the second straight sea-
son, improving to 2-1 on 
the road with back-to-back 
overall wins. This was the 
first all-time meeting be-
tween Tarleton and SLU, and 
already the Texans’ second 
win in Louisiana this season, 
as they won at McNeese to 
start the year.

Once No. 15 in the Stats 
Perform FCS Top 25 Poll this 
year, Southeastern Louisiana 
has lost six straight games, 
dating back to last season, 
their longest skid since 
2015-16. These are unusu-
al times for the Lions, who 
have been a powerhouse 
at the FCS level in recent 
years, making it to the sec-

ond round of the NCAA FCS 
Playoffs three times in the 
last four years.

Tarleton scored all 14 
points in the first quarter. 
Defensive back Blake Smith 
returned an interception 
for a touchdown on the first 
Texan defensive play of the 
game. Running back Kayvon 
Britten scored his team-lead-
ing sixth touchdown of the 
season on a 15-yard run late 
in the opening frame to give 
Tarleton the lead 14-7.

It remained 14-7 until the 
5:17 mark of the fourth quar-
ter. Southeastern Louisiana 
scored to seemingly tie 
the game, but the Texans 
blocked the extra point to 
cling on to a one-point lead. 
Tarleton refused to give SLU 
the ball back, bleeding out 
the last 5:17. After exhaust-
ing all of the Lions’ timeouts, 
Tarleton chose to go for it on 
4th-and-1 with 1:29 left at 
midfield. The offensive line 
opened a hole for Britten to 
power four yards to ice the 
victory for the Purple and 
White.

The Texan defense played 

lights out again, proving to 
be one of the toughest de-
fenses in the nation. They 
forced three turnovers in 
the game, a Smith pick-six, 
a Keldric Williams intercep-
tion, and a forced fumble 
and recovery by freshman 
Steve Albert Jr. They also 
forced a turnover on downs, 
forced a missed field goal, 
plus had five tackles for loss, 
including a sack by Kasyus 
Kurns.

Jalen Carr and Kyle Taylor 
each led the team with nine 
tackles apiece, Carr add-
ing a TFL and pass breakup, 
Taylor a pass breakup and 
quarterback hurry. Patrick 
Jones had eight tackles, with 
a second quarter fourth 
down stuff to give Tarleton 
the ball.

The Texans had entered 
the game with already the 
most defensive touchdowns 
across the entire FCS on the 
season with three. They add-
ed their fourth in five games 
to start 2023 with Smith’s 
pick-six to open the defen-
sive possession, returning 
it 23 yards to put Tarleton 

up 7-0 with 12:05 left in the 
opening frame.

SLU answered back on 
the next possession, driv-
ing 65 yards to tie the game 
7-7 with 7:55 left in the 
first quarter, capped off 
by a Bauer Sharp 19-yard 
scamper.

On the Lions’ next posses-
sion, Tarleton’s defensive 
line tipped Eli Sawyer’s pass, 
and Williams came down 
with it for the interception at 
the SLU 46-yard line. Texan 
quarterback Victor Gabalis 
led them on a 54-yard scor-
ing drive, with Britten scor-
ing from 15 yards out.

It was all defense from 
there, until SLU’s Zachary 
Clement found Darius Lewis 
from nine yards out to make 
it 14-13 Tarleton with 5:17 
to play in the fourth quarter. 
The Texans blocked reign-
ing Southland Conference 
Special Teams Player of the 
Week Austin Dunlap’s extra 
point to maintain the lead.

On Tarleton’s clock-bleed-
ing final drive, Britten and 
Derrel Kelley III rushed a 
combined nine times for 

three first downs to send the 
Texans back to Stephenville 
with the win.

Britten finished with 87 
yards on 18 rushes (4.8 yards 
per carry), to go with his 
touchdown. Kelley had 71 
yards on 16 carries (4.4 YPC). 
Gabalis completed 8-of-21 
passes for 62 yards and an 
interception. Quarterback 
Daniel Greek led one drive 
in the third, going 1-for-2. 
Wide receiver Jaden Smith 
returned for his first game 
back since his injury at Texas 
Tech, finishing with three re-
ceptions for 38 yards.

The Texans now turn 
their attention back to 
conference play for a UAC 
showdown at Memorial 
Stadium on Saturday, 
Oct. 7, at 6 p.m. Tarleton 
State hosts Southern Utah 
in Stephenville for their 
Legends Game, where the 
Texans will honor the 2002-
03 men’s basketball team. 
Tarleton is 2-0 at home this 
year and 11-3 at Memorial 
Stadium since 2021.

Carson Gallaher leads Texans 
in second straight tournament 
at GMAC Invitational

Texans meet 
tough competition 

Todd Whitten 
wins 100th 
at Tarleton
Texans beat Southeastern 
Louisiana on road to start 4-1

Women’s Soccer drops tight 
battle at Abilene Christian

COURTESY PHOTO

Tarleton State Football head coach Todd Whitten reached one of the rarest marks in coaching lore - 100 wins with a single program.

COURTESY PHOTO

Senior Kevin Baez once again led 
the Texans on both sides with a 
top-30 overall finish.

Tarleton State University 

H
AMMOND, LA. - Already the winningest 
coach in program history, Tarleton 
State Football head coach Todd Whit-
ten reached one of the rarest marks in 

coaching lore - 100 wins with a single program.

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — 
Tarleton State Women’s 
Soccer was unable to over-
come a first half deficit and 
fell, 2-1, to Abilene Christian 
on Sunday, Oct. 1 evening at 
Elmer Gray Stadium.

The Wildcats improve to 
7-4-1 overall and 2-1-0 in 
the WAC and the Texans fall 
to 4-6-3, 1-1-1.

Avery Harr tallied her 
second goal of the season 
in the first half to tie the 
match at one.

Mikayla Kendall added 
four saves to her WAC-
leading 81.

Abilene Christian struck 
first on the scoreboard 
with Chayse Thorn scor-

ing her WAC-leading 12th 
goal of the season threading 
through the defense in the 
ninth minute.

Harr tied the match at 
one, in the 14th minute. The 
play originated off a pass 
from Jaycie Bass at mid-
field. Harr took the pass 
down field before execut-
ing a spectacular crossover 
to weave past two Wildcat 
defenders. She found her-
self in a one-on-one with the 
keeper, and she found the 
back right of the net to tie 
the match.

In the 24th minute, the 
Texans nearly retook the 
lead. Rylee Low took a free 
kick from just over the mid-
field line on the Tarleton de-
fending half. Her kick one-

hopped the goal and just 
found the tips of the ACU 
keepers leaping hands to 
keep the match deadlocked 
at one apiece.

After a back and forth 
in front of the net, ACU’s 
Amelia Leggett was able 
to push the ball just past 
Kendall to give the Wildcats 
a 2-1 advantage in the 37th 
minute of the contest.

Neither team was able to 
threaten in the second half 
only combining for five total 
shots and two shots on goal.

The Wildcats held the ad-
vantage, 12-3 in shots and 
6-1 on goal. Once again, 
the Texans committed less 
fouls than their opponent 
limiting five to ACU’s, 12.

Tarleton State University

ONEONTA, Ala. – Carson 
Gallaher was as consis-
tent as they come, turning 
in a 73 in each of his three 
rounds to lead the Texans 
for a second straight tour-
nament to begin Tarleton 
State’s 2023-24 campaign.

Gallaher went +3 overall 
at the Graeme McDowell 
Invitational, the GMAC 
Invitational for short, 

at Limestone Springs 
Golf Course in Oneonta, 
Alabama, from Sunday 
to Tuesday. He finished 
tied-35th.

Cristobal Sepulveda was 
tied-51st at +7 (71, 77, 75), 
Max Bengtsson tied-71st at 
+13 (78, 73, 78), and Bladen 
Samaniego finished 82nd at 
+23 (80, 79, 80).

As a team, the Texans 
placed 13th at +28 (296, 
295, 301).

The host team, UAB, took 
medalist honors, as Seb 
Cave won a one-hole playoff 
after finishing -10. UAB also 
took the team title at -22 
(290, 268, 284).

Tarleton has two weeks 
before their third of four 
fall tournaments. They’ll 
next be at the Oregon State 
Invitational at Trysting 
Tree Golf Club in Corvallis, 
Oregon, Oct. 9-10.

FOR THE LATEST TARLETON SPORTS ACTION  
OR TO BUY GAME TICKETS, VISIT

TARLETONSPORTS.COM
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She said she’d never marry 
a farmer.

She was going to leave her 
parents’ home and move to 
the big city to be an artist. 
She would paint and sculpt, 
and the world would be hers 
– but when Helen Rebanks 
was just a teen, she fell in 
love with a boy named James 

whose heart was back on a 
farm.

And oh, James tried! He 
followed her from city to 
city, they took short jaunts 
and weeks away from their 
homes in England to various 
parts of Europe to sample 
what life had to offer an art-
ist and her man, but he was 

never comfortable. Being 
around tall buildings and 
cafe society felt all wrong 
for someone who longed for 
open pastures and newborn 
lambs. 

They argued, but they 
loved one another, and they 
married.

James took a job nearby, 
then two of them when their 
first child was born, but he 
struggled. She struggled, too: 
Rebanks was overwhelmed 
by motherhood, alone and 
depressed, and felt as though 
she’d lost the person she 
knew she was. 

Things were better when 
the second baby came along, 
and by then, James’ dream 
of farming had caught fire. 
He loved the land, and it was 

Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!
			●		NO second visit
			●		NO need to get numbed multiple times
			●		NO goopy impressions (it’s all done digitally)
			●		NO need to wear temporary crowns for weeks and weeks

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr. Alexander Smith | Dr. Katrina Fisher

310 W. Bluff St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com
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Solution for the puzzle on
Sept. 30 (Puzzle 50). 
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Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
social media sites.

HCNJHCJHCuniorHCuniorHCNuniorNJuniorJHCJHCuniorHCJHC

Advertiser

greeting cards
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

C R A F T E G K U Y
K E P O L E V N E M
B I R T H D A Y T V
G R G N I T E E R G
L A E I P O D R A C
U J T P M L X V Z Q
E Y P P A H B N X C
W U E H T P R I L U
P X Y B S V U G T B
V A A Y I D P W L Z

Word Bank
1. diy 2. craft 3. happy 4. glue
5. stamp 6. card 7. paper 8. birthday
9. envelope 10. greeting

Dictionary.com

Creating your own greeting card 
is a fun and heartfelt way to show 
someone you care. To make your 
very own special card, you'll need 
some colorful supplies like paper, 
markers, crayons, stickers, and glue. 
Here's how you can do it:

FOLD THE PAPER 
Take a piece of paper and fold it 

in half. This will be the base of your 
card.

DESIGN TIME
Now, let your creativity shine! 

Draw pictures, write a message, or 
both on the front of the card. You 
can make it for a birthday, holiday, 
or just because.

DECORATE
 Use markers, crayons, or colored 

pencils to add bright and cheerful 
colors. Don't forget to add your per-
sonal touch!sonal touch!

Stickers and Glitter
 If you have stick-
ers or glitter, they 

can make your 
card even 

more spe-
cial. Stick 
them on 
your card 
to make it 
sparkle.

INSIDE MESSAGE
 Open the card and write a sweet  Open the card and write a sweet 

message to the person you're giving message to the person you're giving 
it to. Tell them how much they mean it to. Tell them how much they mean 
to you.

ENVELOPE
 Find an envelope that fits your  Find an envelope that fits your 

card or make one from paper. Write card or make one from paper. Write 
the person's name on it.

DELIVERY 
Give your card to the special perGive your card to the special per-

son. They'll love the effort and love son. They'll love the effort and love son. They'll love the effort and love 
you put into it!you put into it!

Making your own greeting card is Making your own greeting card is Making your own greeting card is 
a fantastic way to express your feela fantastic way to express your feel-
ings and make someone's day extra ings and make someone's day extra 
special. Have fun crafting and sharspecial. Have fun crafting and shar-
ing your love and creativity!ing your love and creativity!

WorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorldWorld
Card Making
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YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE ON THE HOOD COUNTY JUNIOR PAGE

817-573-7066

Hi ho the dairy-oh, farmer's in the dell

COURTESY PHOTO

“The Farmer’s Wife: My Life in 
Days” by Helen Rebanks

C.2023, HARPER HORIZON, 
$29.99, 312 PAGES

BOOK REVIEW

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

I
n the old children’s song, the farmer’s in the 
dell and lots of things happen. His child takes 
a dog, and the dog takes a cat. Rats appear, 
and mice arrive. It sounds like dreadful chaos 

in merry lyrics with a bouncy tune. Fortunately, for 
the poor guy, he makes one decision before he does 
anything else: he takes a spouse and in “The Farm-
er’s Wife: My Life in Days” by Helen Rebanks, that’s a 
very good thing.

COURTESY PHOTO

Helen Rebanks

PLEASE SEE BOOK | B9
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GOOD FOR HOOD

Business Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES 
3 Months: $40/week   |   6 Months: $35/week    

12 Months: $30/week

Hood County News

3 bedrooms with ensuites
We sleep 12 people, no minimum

Self catered kitchen - Two night minimum

6495 Smoky Hill Ct.6495 Smoky Hill Ct.
Acton (Granbury), TX 76049

Retreat Center for Retreat Center for 
creative people to creative people to 
come together &come together &

➻➻ Sew
➻➻ Scrapbook
➻➻ Make Jewelry
➻ Create a craft

817-326-3287 |  www.PattisLastResort.com  817-964-3333
Menu

Join Mama’s mobile 
COUPON CLUB

Text mamas to 21333 for 
specials and information

Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds

CARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATECARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATE
Located in the Home Source Showroom CenterLocated in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury
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Building Creative pools in Granbury since 1996

682-936-4081

Dr. Bhaloo

Brittany Bowers
817-573-7066 ext. 232 / brittany.bowers@hcnews.com

Heidi Gebhardt
817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidii@hcnews.com

Madison Lazaro
817-573-7066 ext. 236 / madison@hcnews.com

Countertops

shutters

Floors

Call or stop by For a Free estimate

817•326•5172 | 4815 Fall Creek Hwy

This 
Space 

Available
Call 817-573-7066

Register for ClassesRegister for Classes
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734682-600-5734

GALT ICE SOLUTIONS      
5 STAGE ULTRA FILTERED

8905 Glen Rose Hwy

CARTER LANDSCAPE
DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

• LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
•  IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE
• RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN

CARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM
682-936-4028

TO ALL BUSINESSES WITH 5-500 EMPLOYEES

You have less than 6 months to get your ERC $$$
I have helped North Texas businesses file for over 
$10 million dollars in refunds even if they got PPP.

$2.2 TRILLION dollars has been set aside and the 
rules have been updated so you may now qualify.

Call Mike Larose at 
817-429-6894 

LOCAL 
REFERENCES 

AVAILABLE

F A Walker Services
Hate cleaning? We love it!

254.396.1964
fabiolaisasmendi@hotmail.com

Free
Estimates!

F A Walker Services
Hate cleaning? We love it!

254.396.1964
fabiolaisasmendi@hotmail.com

Estimates!

SERVICES
•CLEANING

•LAUNDRY

•NEW CONSTRUCTION

•MOVE IN & 
  MOVE OUT

CALL
ROY J. COOPER 

(817) 578-4744

MEDICARE

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or Large
• Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS
817-296-2880

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

Insured
& Certified

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
PLEASE CALL US FOR

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Saturday, Oct. 14 at 10 a.m.Saturday, Oct. 14 at 10 a.m.

Bring your humans for a celebration of God’s 
creation, creatures and companionship that bless 
us daily. Donations of pet food will be accepted 
and delivered to Mission Granbury’s Food Bank.

2301 Fall Creek Hwy | Granbury | At the Pavilion

Blessing of the Animals

There’s more inside 
than just headlines.
hcnews.com/subscribe

contagious, but she would 
have to give up her dreams 
to make it happen. 

They looked into taking 
the leap.

“There are many ways to 
live,” Rebanks says, “many 
ways to be a woman. I know 
lots of women don’t want 

what I want. But this is how I 
want to live.”

Almost always, when 
you grab a book, you know 
what kind of book it is. “The 
Farmer’s Wife” will surprise 
you, though, because it’s 
many things.

First of all, it’s a story 
of author Helen Rebanks’ 
forebears, which is en-
meshed with her own mem-
oir. Those tales are of hard 

lives and hard times, and 
they’re made of sandpaper 
and steel. Then this is a dual 
love story, to a man and to 
the land he belongs on, and 
it was a bit of a battle; no 
spoilers here, but this part 
lends excitement to the 
tale. Then, it’s a cookbook: 
readers will find relevant 
recipes sprinkled through-
out Rebanks’ narrative, with 
more at the end along with 

meal ideas and tips.
This book is a quiet sun-

rise with a hot cup of coffee 
and early birdsong. It’s a 
soft sunset from the door 
of a barn, stanchions gently 
clinking behind you. Yep, 
that’s the feeling you get 
here, reading this book.  Hi 
ho, “The Farmer’s Wife” is a 
book you’ll take.

BOOK
FROM PAGE B8

Another interesting fact 
is that when the hybrid and 
striped bass are stocked in the 
same reservoir, they generally 
tend not to school together. 
Even when the livable habitat 
was small due to the summer 
heat, the fish congregated in 
their own species groups in 
the same general vicinity. This 
generally agrees with what 
I have experienced on Lake 
Tawakoni, which is stocked 
with both species. You tend to 
catch hybrids in one spot and 
striped bass in others.

This study also found (as 

we would expect) that the fish 
are generally located near 
forage species as long as the 
dissolved oxygen content is 
sufficient. This goes along 
with what every striped bass 
or hybrid angler will tell you. 
Find the bait and you will find 
the fish.

HOOD COUNTY 
FISHING REPORT

Granbury water tempera-
tures are in the low 80’s. Water 
levels continue to be about 
two feet low. Crappie fishing 
continues to be excellent on 
small minnows/jigs fished 
near submerged structure 
midlake and near bridge pil-

ings. Sandbass (whitebass) 
are schooling on the surface 
on many areas of the lake to 
include Blue Water Shores, 
Decordova, and the Shores. 
Bigger striped bass continue 
to be on the lower ends are 
are good to 10lbs on live bait 
and trolling alabama rigs. 
Largemouth bass are good in 
numbers with an occasional 
bigger fish to 7lbs. Some good 
top water is reported early 
near main lake points. Many 
bigger largemouth are on shal-
low flats near dropoff and are 
best caught on crankbaits or 
texasrigged worms. Catfish 
are active and can be caught 
on various areas of the lake on 

cut bait. 
Comanche Creek (previ-

ously called Squaw Creek) 
reopened on Oct. 1, and nu-
merous reports of easy limits 
of channel catfish are being 
reported. This reservoir is also 
known for its large popula-
tion of largemouth bass and 
Tilapia. More reports to follow 
on this reservoir. 

On other reservoirs, Possum 
Kingdom striped bass are 
excellent, and limits are com-
mon. The same is true on Lake 
Whitney. Look for birds re-
turning to the area.

michael.acosta@att.net | 
254-396-4855 

OUTDOORS
FROM PAGE B4
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WE HELP VICTIMS
9 18-WHEELER ACCIDENTS
9 MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
9 SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURIESHYDEHYDE

The

LAW FIRM, PLLC

T

827 W PEARL ST.
GRANBURY, TX 76048

817-579-LWYR (5997)
817-573-HYDE (4933) fax

817.579.LWYR 
(5997)

hydefirm.com

NO FEE GUARANTEE
WE WORK ON A CONTINGENCY FEE BASIS. THIS MEANS YOU DO NOT PAY ANYTHING 
UNLESS AND UNTIL WE GET YOU MONEY THROUGH SETTLEMENT OR TRIAL, IN 
WHICH CASE THE CLIENT WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ATTORNEY’S FEES AND ALL 
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CASE.

ADVERTISEMENT

Attorney Paul Hyde is responsible for the content of this advertising

TOGETHER WITH



BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

M
ost people with 
an intense fear of 
heights usually 
avoid anything 

involving high altitudes — 
like, you know, falling out of 
a plane for instance.

But Carol Goodman Heizer 
isn’t most people.

The 78-year-old Granbury 
resident was recently 
featured in the popular 
“Chicken Soup for the Soul” 
book series for the eighth 
time, in which she tells a 
whirlwind firsthand account 
of the time she got to feel 
like a bird in the sky.

“Chicken Soup for the 
Soul: Get Out of Your 
Comfort Zone,” by Amy 
Newmark, is a collection of 
101 stories designed to help 
people overcome their fear 
and broaden their world — 
something Heizer got the op-
portunity to do at the age of 
70 when she went skydiving 
for the first time.

“I have always had such a 
terrible fear of heights, but 
one of the things I wanted to 
do was skydive, because my 
daughter had done it years 
ago,” she told the HCN. “(My 
daughter) said, ‘Mom, it’s the 
most thrilling, but the most 
terrifying thing you will ever 
do when you fall out of that 
plane.’ It was eight years ago 
on my 70th birthday, when 
she said, ‘Mom, you’re go-
ing into a new decade. What 
special thing would you like 
to do this year?’ I said, ‘I 

want to skydive.’ She said, 
‘Mom, you’re 70.’ I said, ‘Well 
George Bush did it at 90.’ She 
said ‘Yeah, but he did it dur-

ing the war. He knew what he 
was doing,’ and I said ‘No, I 
want to skydive.’”

Determined to pursue this 

newfound idea of hers all the 
way through, Heizer signed 
up not once, not twice, but 
three different times to 

skydive, as unfortunate bad 
weather led to her first two 
attempts being canceled. 

Now, many people might 

take two cancelations as a 
warning or a bad omen not 

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Now that October has ar-
rived, that means pumpkins 
are going to start popping up 
around the town. The pump-
kin is a signature mark of the 
month and of fall, but how 
do these pumpkins get to 
their destinations? 

First Baptist Church in 
Granbury is getting ready to 
get their shipment of pump-
kins on Oct. 14. This will be 
the church’s second time 
having a pumpkin patch.

The church got in touch 
with PumpkinsUSA, a family-
owned and operated organi-
zation that grows pumpkins.

PumpkinsUSA got start-
ed in 1974 where a church 
began to sell the pumpkins 
through Richard and Janice 
Hamby. There were no con-
tracts, or legal proceedings, 
just a handshake and trust.

Now the organization has 
grown to serving over 1,000 
organizations, covering 25 
denominations of churches, 
youth groups, schools, fra-

ternal organizations, Knights 
of Columbus, Scouts, habi-
tat groups, and other civic 
organizations. 

“The churches and non-
profit organizations trust 
us to grow and deliver great 
pumpkins. We trust those 
organizations to be diligent 
in selling their pumpkins, 

honest in reporting their 
sales, and attentive to pay-
ing our percentage of sales. 
We are responsible for all the 
costs associated with grow-
ing, harvesting and shipping. 
To ensure that our partners 
have a successful patch, we 
bear all the risk of loss due 
to theft and spoilage. While 

it is unusual in the business 
world, this relationship of 
trust has been very effective 
throughout the years,” part 
of the website reads.

Hurricane Hugo hit land-
fall north of Charleston in 
South Carolina as a category 
four storm with winds of 
135 to 140 miles per hour 

according to the National 
Weather Service. 

“Hugo produced the high-
est storm tide heights ever 
recorded along the U.S. East 
Coast, around 20 feet in 
Bulls Bay, South Carolina,” 
the NWS said.

After this hurricane 
hit, PumpkinsUSA moved 
farming operations to the 
Navajo Indian Reservation in 
Farmington, New Mexico.

“After being hit by 
Hurricane Hugo we moved 
our farming operations 
to the Navajo Indian 
Reservation in Farmington, 
NM. In cooperation with 
the Navajo Nation, we grow 
1,200 acres or approximately 
2 square miles of pumpkins 
and employ over 700 Native 
Americans during our har-
vest months of September 
and October. We also have a 
full-time off-season NM staff 
that is comprised of entirely 
Native Americans. This has 
a positive and lasting impact 
on a region with 42% unem-
ployment,” PumpkinsUSA 
website reads.

First Baptist Granbury is 
expected to get around 800 
pumpkins for this October at 
zero cost. 

The church agrees to sell 
the pumpkins to the best of 
their ability and sells them 
based on the size of the 
pumpkin.

With last year being First 
Baptist Church’s first year 
having a pumpkin patch, 
church member Tami Harlow 
said it went really well.

 “I was shocked because 
we had a short time to get 
the word out. This is such 
a great way for us to do 
something positive in the 
community and it’s a safe 
place for people to come and 
bring their kids. That’s why 
I wanted to do it,” Harlow 
said. “It’s a win-win for us, 
because (PumpkinsUSA) is 
allowing us to do this com-
pletely risk-free. We’re not 
responsible for pumpkins 
that don’t sell or that get 
damaged or stolen. We liter-
ally just report the sales and 

COURTESY PHOTO

The Brazos Chamber Orchestra performs their Christmas Concert in 2022. 
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LIFESTYLE
‘My determination overrode my fear’

Local church partners with out-of-state organization

COURTESY PHOTO BY TAMI HARLOW

Patrons walk around a pumpkin patch at First Baptist Granbury trying to � nd the best pumpkin during 
October of 2022.

Brazos Chamber Orchestra fall series to start soon

ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Local author and columnist Carol Goodman Heizer was recently featured in the popular “Chicken Soup for the Soul” book series for the eighth time in her career.

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

The Brazos Chamber Orchestra is 
getting ready to kick off its fall con-
cert series.

The series will present an eclec-
tic blend of live orchestra to the 
Granbury community as well as 
Burleson and Cleburne. 

This season the series will in-
clude, “American Spiritual Festival,” 
selections from “Oklahoma,” 
“American Civil War Fantasy” and 
the final piece of the concert will be 
“William Tell Overture” by Rossini. 

“The Brazos Chamber Orchestra 
has been performing in Granbury 
for several years. We recently have 
expanded our concert series from 
three concerts to a four-concert 
series. We encourage anyone who 
enjoys the musical arts to spend 
an evening of live orchestra music 
with friends and family,” Kathy 
Anavitarte, marketer for the cham-

ber said. “It’s a wonderful con-
cert with many types of musical 
selections. I enjoy these concerts 
because you never know what to ex-
pect from the director of music. He 
enjoys audience participation and 
excellence from the orchestra. It is 
a great venue to enjoy an evening 
out.” 

The concert is open to the public 
with free admission and donations 
are accepted. 

The series will kick off Oct. 16 in 
Cleburne then move to Burleson 
on Oct. 22, with Granbury’s taking 
place on Oct. 23 at the First United 
Methodist Church. 

If you miss the fall series, you 
will have a chance to attend the 
December and winter series that 
kicks off Dec. 4 in Burleson and will 
make its way to Granbury Dec. 11 
with Cleburne following the next 
day.

For more information on the BCO 
visit brazoschamberorchestra.org. 

Granbury author talks skydiving in eighth published ‘Chicken Soup’ story

PLEASE SEE HEIZER | C3 
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Cindy Dennis’ latest pickle 
customer is making her want 
to dance the “Boot Scootin’ 
Boogie.”

For more than a decade, 
Dennis has been selling her 
locally famous hot dill pick-
les and other pickled food 
items out of her home in 
Granbury to other residents 
and friends.

But now, the “Pickle Lady” 
has found a “Brand New 
Man” who enjoys her pickles 
and pickled okra — Ronnie 
Dunn, of American country 
music duo, Brooks & Dunn.

Dunn — who is a family 
friend of Dennis’ daughter 
Carrie Grider-Thompson and 
son-in-law Paul Thompson — 
received a couple of Dennis’ 
jars and felt compelled to 
call and thank her personally 
for the gift.

“I had made a jar of okra 
and a jar of pickles, and told 
my daughter, ‘If you don’t 
take these to him, I’m gonna 
kill ya,’” Dennis said, chuck-
ling. “I was just here one 
night, and I get this phone 
call, and Ronnie Dunn and 
his wife were on the phone. 
They said they loved the okra 
and (Dunn’s wife Janine) 
said, ‘You should sell these,’ 
and my son-in-law said, ‘She 
does!”

Dennis said Dunn kept 
talking about how much he 
loved her okra and pickles, 
and it surprised her when 
Dunn said he wanted to pur-
chase a case of them. 

“It was just really, really 
neat,” she said. “But after 
we hung up, I texted my 
daughter, and I said, ‘Are you 
kidding me? Is this a joke?’ 
But that’s when they took 
the picture (of them holding 
the jar) and sent it to me. I 
thought ‘Oh my god, this is 
really real.’”

But that’s not all of Dennis’ 
recent surprises. 

TEXAS STATE FAIR 
In August, Dennis also re-

ceived eight ribbons from the 
Texas State Fair for her pick-
les, okra, cauliflower, green 
beans, onions, peppers, and 
squash. 

Dennis was awarded first 
place for her green beans, 
hamburger dills, and okra; 
second place for her peppers 

and squash; and third place 
for her cauliflower, dill cu-
cumbers, and onions.

Since 2009, she has placed 
at the Texas State Fair every 
year (except in 2016 when 
she didn’t enter due to sur-
geries), accumulating a total 
of 58 ribbons. 

Dennis said she’s received 
so many ribbons over the 
years that she actually ran 
out of room to hang them on 
her walls.

“I’m hanging them on the 
ceiling now,” she said, chuck-
ling. “And every time I tell 
people (I’ve won another rib-
bon), I think they’re gonna be 
shocked, but they’re not be-
cause they know me. But ev-
ery year, I’m still just totally 
blown away.”

POPULAR PICKLES
What started as a recipe 

from her mom in the 1970s 
has now grown to a huge fol-
lowing — not only in Texas, 
but also in other parts of the 
United States. 

“My mother had a garden, 
and she got this recipe from 
a lady she worked with, so 
my mother started making 
them out of her garden,” she 
explained. “She had enough 
cucumbers to make eight 
jars, and so everybody, all my 
friends started having a fit 
about it, like ‘I love your pick-
les,’ so I had a pickle party.”

Consisting of six couples, 

Dennis and her friends 
started making pickles us-
ing her mom’s recipe — even 
washing the pickles in a baby 
swimming pool.

“Things were crazy back 
then,” she said, chuckling.

Dennis said there are four 
ingredients that go in the 
bottom of each jar — garlic, 
onions, jalapeno peppers, 
and fresh dill.

“After I put the whole pick-
les in there, I just start cut-
ting up pickles and I put little 
bitty chunks of the pickles 
on top,” she said, in a previ-
ous interview with The Hood 
County News.

Dennis currently has her 
pickles in four stores locally: 
Willow Lane, Bridge Street 
Market, and Bee Healthy 
Nutrition Center in Granbury, 
and Your Personal Chef in 
Aledo. 

“I have gotten very, very 
popular,” she said. “I’ve also 
had two people call me — 
both with Stage IV cancer. 
This man from Aledo called 
me and he said that he has 
opened so many jars of pick-
les because people that have 
had cancer and chemo, it de-
pletes all of their salt, so he 
craves pickle juice. The man 
said, ‘I finally found the right 
pickles, and it’s yours.’”

Dennis’ pickles have 
gained so much traction that 
she was even featured on the 
TV show, “Texas Country 
Reporter,” with host Bob 

Phillips in 2018.
“I get people that hide 

them from their kids,” she 
said. “I mean, I hear so many 
stories about people and how 
they hoard away my pickles.”

She said the growing de-
mand has also led to other 
stores contacting her with 
an interest in selling her 
products.

“I can be in 50 stores if I 
wanted to — I just can’t han-
dle it,” she said.

NEVER GIVING UP
With a recent back surgery 

on Aug. 8, it has become 
increasingly difficult for 
Dennis to continue to make 
the number of pickles that 
she always did in the past. 

“I’ve been having problems 
with making them, because 
of what’s going on with me. 
But I’m still trying,” she said. 
“It’s just been really, really 
hard.”

Although she continues to 
struggle with making enough 
pickles to curb the local — 
and now national — demand, 
Dennis doesn’t give up, be-
cause she aims to satisfy her 
customers.

“I was going to the Texas 
Country Reporter Show every 
year, and I was selling 400 
jars,” she said. “I’m person-
able with my customers. I’m 
not professional with them. I 
try to get to know something 
about people, so it’s not just 
business.”

Time will tell — but for 
now, Dennis’ pickles will con-
tinue to remain a big “dill” in 
Hood County for many more 
years to come.

ashley@hcnews.com | 
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A big 
‘dill’
Pickle Lady finds 
new customer in 
country music 
singer Ronnie Dunn

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY TERRY | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Granbury resident Cindy Dennis now has a new pickle customer — Ronnie Dunn, of the American 
country music duo Brooks & Dunn. For more than a decade, Dennis has been selling her homemade 
pickles out of her home in Granbury to other residents and friends.

Cindy Dennis, known around 
Granbury as “The Pickle Lady,” 
has now won a total of 58 
ribbons for her pickles and other 
pickled items from the Texas 
State Fair.

COURTESY PHOTO

Christian Brothers Automotive in Granbury is hosting its “cup car” 
campaign from Friday, Oct. 20 through Monday, Oct. 23, to generate 
awareness for the millions of single moms nationwide who need 
reliable transportation to provide for themselves and their families. 
Each cup on the car symbolizes how a simple co� ee purchase could 
be better used to assist single moms with car repairs.

Cup car campaign creates 
customer compassion
Christian Brothers Automotive to 
raise money for single moms, widows 

BY ASHLEY TERRY
Staff Writer

Since 1982, Christian 
Brothers Automotive (CBA) 
has sought to change the 
way customers think about 
auto service by providing 
honest, knowledgeable, and 
genuine car repairs and ser-
vice — seeking to change 
the stigma of the automo-
tive industry.

But now, the faith-based 
business is doing its part 
to give back to members 
of each community at 
various Christian Brothers 
Automotive locations, with 
its new “cup car” campaign, 
including right here in 
Granbury. 

Through a partnership 
with the Hub Garage — a 
nonprofit organization ded-
icated to repairing vehicles 
for single moms at no cost 
— various CBA locations 
will host a “cup car” event 
to raise awareness and do-
nations for the Hub Garage.

Made entirely out of col-
orful plastic cups resem-
bling a life-size Volkswagen 
Beetle, the “cup car” is de-
signed to remind everyone 
how using spare change 
to purchase a simple cup 
of coffee could be better 
well spent as a single dona-
tion to help single moms in 
need.

The car was created to 
generate awareness for the 
millions of single moms na-
tionwide who need reliable 
transportation to provide 
for themselves and their 
families. While the “cup 
car” isn’t a working car, 
organization officials hope 
this endeavor will keep 
single moms in the driver’s 
seat of their lives.

“It is strictly about help-
ing single moms,” explained 
Mike Loter, owner of CBA 
in Granbury. “Its goal is 
to help single moms have 
reliable transportation, 
because if they don’t, they 
can’t keep their job and 
they aren’t able to provide 
for their kids and family.”

Since May, the Hub 
Garage organization has 
hosted its “cup car” cam-
paign in seven states and 
is set to be at the CBA 
Granbury location from 
Friday, Oct. 20 through 
Monday, Oct. 23, in con-
junction with the Granbury 
location’s National Service 
Day on Saturday, Oct. 21. 

Every year in October on 
National Service Day, CBA 
Granbury partners with lo-
cal churches or non-profit 
organizations to offer a free 
oil change to single moms 
and widows in need.

“We’ll do 40 to 50 free oil 
changes on that Saturday,” 
Loter said. “Our team works 
for free that day serving 
single moms and widows 
with an oil change and of-
ten other needed repairs or 
service. Local suppliers of 
oil and filters also donate 
to the cause. We truly know 
that when we bless others, 
we receive a blessing as 
well.”

CBA Granbury opened in 
2012 as a “full-service auto 
repair shop,” and has been 
assisting drivers of most 
makes and models of ve-
hicles ever since. 

“We just believe in treat-
ing people like we would 
want to be treated,” Loter 
said. “We don’t take ad-
vantage of them, we don’t 
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www.cbac.com/granbury

(817) 573-3911  |  3809 E. US Hwy 377

Finding a qualified dealership alternative 
that’s easy to deal with.

(That’s driving joy.)

Fixing cars, driving joy.

$15 OFF $25 OFF

8 Year Winner

The Driving Hope For Her Tour 
Friday, Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday
October 20, 21, 23, and 24

The Hub Garage is encouraging people to follow the 
cup car’s journey around the country. Come take a 
picture with the colorful car... made entirely out of 
coffee cups to remind us how our spare change, spent 
on daily activities like a cup of coffee, could change a 
single mom’s life. Please share your picture to raise 
awareness and donations. 100% of donations go 
directly toward car repairs for single moms in need.

THANKS AGAIN FOR VOTING US #1 IN AUTO REPAIR 

FOR HOOD COUNTY FOR THE 9TH YEAR IN A ROW.

Locally-owned and operated by Mike & Donna Loter

Granbury  |  (817) 573-3911  | cbac.com/granbury 
3809 E. US Hwy 377 Granbury, TX 76409 

Keeping your community vibrant by 
supporting locally owned businesses.

(That’s driving joy.)

SCAN HERE 
TO DONATE#DrivingHopeForHer

Christian Brothers Automotive Granbury 
hosting ‘cup car’ to raise money for 
single moms car repairs.

3906 E. HWY 377
Granbury, TX 76049

682-260-5688
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Grumps to host “Burgers and Badges” event to benefit Granbury police

to entertain the idea any 
further, but Heizer was com-
mitted to her new skydiving 
hobby.

“We climbed to 10,000 feet 
in this small private plane, 
and on the way up, I kept 
thinking, ‘Why am I in my 
right mind going to jump 
out of a perfectly good plane 
and fall 10,000 feet to the 
earth?’” she said, chuckling. 

Heizer explained in her 
story “Flying High” that, dur-
ing the instructional skydiv-
ing lecture, she learned she 
would have a total of three 
parachutes on hand in the 
event that one or two failed.

“That thought was both 
comforting and terrifying 
and brought back my fear 

of heights in full force,” her 
story read. “Suddenly, every-
thing became real.” 

She recounted hearing 
the “reassuring hum of the 
plane’s engine one second,” 
and then the next hearing 
only the roar caused by her 
body “falling at one hundred 
miles per hour” in tandem 
with her instructor.

“I felt my skin sliding back-
ward as Mother Nature gave 
me a natural facelift,” her 
story reads.

Heizer said at 5,000 feet 
in the air, her body jerked 
violently upward as her para-
chute opened, followed by 
the surrounding of complete 
and utter silence.

“You can almost hear 
the quiet,” she said. “It was 
magical.”

Her story describes in 
detail what her experience 

was like as she descended, 
and how the earth “became 
a checkerboard of farmland, 
subdivisions, and concrete 
roads.”

“I loved doing it so much,” 
she said. “The magic of 
falling, especially after the 
parachute opens, and it’s so 
quiet. Now, I know how the 
birds feel up there in that 
quiet air just going with the 
air currents.”

As soon as she landed and 
her “heels dug into the sod,” 
she knew she wanted to sky-
dive again. 

Unfortunately, Heizer’s 
next jump was not meant 
to be. 

“The irony of it was that 
I landed, and I did fine. The 
only injury was to my blue 
jeans; I got a grass stain,” she 
said. “But two weeks later, 
I went to a friend’s house. I 

stepped off her back porch 
on the edge of a concrete 
slab and did a total spiral 
break of my foot. I tore up 
my ankle so severely, the 
surgeon said, ‘I promise you, 
this will hurt the rest of your 
life,’ — and it does.”

Heizer giggled as she ex-
plained the irony in the situ-
ation of stepping six inches 
off a porch and doing that 
much damage to her ankle 
but falling 10,000 feet out of 
an airplane and not even get-
ting a bruise.

“That’s one of the ironies 
of life,” she said, chuckling. 

Heizer said she even asked 
her orthopedic surgeon if 
she could ever skydive again, 
and he highly discouraged 
the idea and recommended 
she not take any chances.

“He said, ‘Well, let me put 
it to you this way, if you 

can’t live without skydiving, 
I guess go ahead. But one 
wrong landing, and you’re 
going to be crippled the rest 
of your life,’” she recounted. 
“And he said, ‘You have torn 
up that ankle so bad, you’d 
have been better off if you’d 
have just broken it.’ So, I got 
to thinking about it, and you 
know, I’ve been there, done 
that. I wanted to do it. I did 
it. The cost could be too, too 
much.”

Along with her several 
published works in the 
“Chicken Soup for the Soul” 
books, Heizer is an eight-
time published author. Her 
latest books include, “Losing 
Your Child-Finding Your 
Way,” “Seasons of a Woman’s 
Life,” and “Snapshots of Life 
from a Writer’s View.”

Her writing has also ap-
peared in several publi-

cations such as Christian 
Communicator and Mature 
Living.

Heizer’s “I’ve Been 
Thinking” column can be 
found twice a month in the 
Hood County News.

Following her giant leap of 
faith — literally — Heizer re-
counts how she learned that 
stepping out of one’s com-
fort zone can “bring tremen-
dous, satisfying rewards,” 
and how that realization 
gave her courage to consider 
trying other new adventures.

“I’m so afraid of heights,” 
she said. “I could no more 
climb up on the roof of my 
house. But I was so deter-
mined that I was going to 
(skydive), that my determi-
nation overrode my fear.”

ashley@hcnews.com | 
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BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Grumps in Granbury is 
hosting their 15th annual 
“Burgers and Badges” event 
that will help raise mon-
ey for Granbury’s Police 
Department. The event that 
was previously named “Tip a 
Cop,” will give the community 
a chance to interact with the 
local men and women who are 
part of the police department. 

The event was first created 
by Grumps’ owner, Collier 
Albright, and Rodney Casey. 

“Albright attended the 
Granbury Citizen’s Police 
Academy in its second year, 
and during that time, Albright 
and Casey discussed the need 
for additional funding, Shevin 
Schmitt, Manager of Corporate 
Services for Grumps said. 
“With similar programs al-
ready in place in other parts 
of the United States, they used 
those as a template, made 
some tweaks to make it a fit 
for Grumps, and we’ve used 
that concept ever since.”

The officers will serve up 
burgers and sides for $12 

with the choice between a 
hamburger or cheeseburger, 
home-fried chips with ranch, 
and tea. 

There will also be music, 
giant Jenga, wiffle ball, corn 
hole and fun for the whole 
family.

Tips and half of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the Citizen’s 
Police Academy Alumni 
Association that supports and 
helps with special programs 
and events created by the 
Granbury Police Department.

“Public servants are the 
heartbeat of the community. It 
is important to show that the 
community supports them, 
and we believe it is equally im-
portant for folks to be able to 
interact with and get to know 
these folks on a different level, 
rather than in an emergency 
situation or another scenario,” 
Schmitt said. 

The event will take place 
outdoors at the Grumps pavil-
ion on Oct. 12 from 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. 

Parking will be available off 
Cleveland Road as well as off 
Plaza East. There will be signs 
to lead guests to the entrance. 

COURTESY PHOTO 

Burgers and Badges event in 2021.
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DeCordova Bend 
Country Club Presents...
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then at the end, we take out 
our part of the profit, and 
write (PumpkinsUSA) a check 
for the rest.” 

This year, Harlow expects 
the patch to be even more 
successful with more time to 

prepare. 
“This year, I’m going to 

have more activities for kids 
to do like a slide and a teeter 
totter, just things for them 
to play. I’ve also partnered 
with four food trucks for 
Saturday, and we’re doing a 
joint car show. I also called 
all the daycares in Granbury 
this year for private ses-

sions before we’re open to 
the public, that way they can 
bring their class out. For me I 
love kids, and so I’m excited 
about that,” Harlow said. 

Whatever pumpkins don’t 
sell, the church donates 
them to local farmers to give 
to their livestock.

“A lot of people benefit 
from this activity. From 

the people who grow the 
pumpkins, the people who 
sponsor all that, and all the 
money we raise goes straight 
into the children’s ministry 
here at the church. There’s 
literally someone in my mind 
from the start of the pump-
kin growing until we finish 
who benefits. I just think it’s 
a great way for the commu-

nity to support that, and it’s 
just a fun activity to do with 
your kids,” Harlow said. 

The pumpkin patch will be 
open to the public starting 
Oct. 16, operating Monday 
through Friday from 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Saturday and 
Sunday from 12 p.m. to 
7 p.m. The last day of the 
pumpkin patch will be on 

Oct. 31.
First Baptist Church is lo-

cated at 1851 Weatherford 
Hwy in Granbury.

To learn more about 
PumpkinsUSA or get pump-
kins ordered for your orga-
nization, visit pumpkinsusa.
org. 

PUMPKIN
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Judy Griffin turns 103
Mary Judith Griffin, 

known as “Judy,” cele-
brated 103 years of life on 
Saturday, Sept. 30. Griffin 
was born in Waco on Sept. 
29, 1920. Her family goes 
back generations in Texas. 

Griffin’s grandmother was 
the first Anglo woman on 
the Chisholm Trail to arrive 
in Texas in the late 1800s as 
detailed in the Hood County 
News article of Feb. 20, 
2010. 

Griffin celebrated at 
her home with her family 
toasting her. She originally 
moved to Hood County to 
be closer to her children.  

Mary Judith Gri�  n, known as 
“Judy,” celebrated 103 years of 

life on Saturday, Sept. 30. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Camp Bluebird is a family camp for kids 6-18 and their parents who have experienced 
loss due to the loss of a loved one. Various activities 
are available for the kids to participate in from 
rec, games, bounce house, and painting.

PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 
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SHOP - DINE - PLAY - STAY

OCTOBER
Sep.21-30 Edgar Allan Poe Experience - B C Experience
6-8 Oktoberfest
7	 Romancing the Monarch Butterfly Festival
7	 Mission Granbury 5K/1K Ghost Run
13-15	 Here’s to Clue--Spooky Edition
14	 Granbury Rock N Blues Bash
14	 Brazos River Corvette Club Annual Charity Car Show
14	 Pub Shindy
21	 Monarch Celebration & Tagging Event
21-22	 Dallas Spartan Ultra 50K, Beast 21K, & Sprint 5K
28-29	 Harvest Moon Festival of the Arts

November
4-5 	 World Tough Mudder Dallas Event
11	 Veteran’s Day Ceremonies at Memorial Lane
11-12 	 Tough Mudder Dallas Event - Granbury, TX
10-11	 Granbury Winter Wine Walk
24	 Night of Lights Lighted Christmas Parade

2023LakeFest 
Lakefest was held Saturday, Sept. 30 at the Lake Granbury Conference Center. The family-friendly event kicked o�  at noon with all day activities for the whole family. This year, for the � rst time ever, the event 
featured a 15-to-20-minute drone show with 250 drones that included customized focused on Granbury. The Time Machine cover band performed music from the 70s to current songs. In addition, the country 
cover band Straight Tequilla Nights performed, who cover 90s country. PHOTOS BY LAYTH TAYLOR | HOOD COUNTY NEWS 
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Bentwater

CRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY
Oct. 14

10 am to 3 pm

1800 West Emerald Bend Court
Granbury

FOOD FOOD FOOD 
TRUCK 
from 
THE 

LOCAL 
CAFE

CRAFT FAIR

Thank you for blessing us for the 14th year as 

"THE BEST OF HOOD COUNTY" 

Want to know a secret? 
We think our customers are the best too! 

For trusting us in your homes, for the opportunity to 
take care of you,

We are truly grateful.

Sincerely,
Your Daffan Team

TACLA29191E

817-757-4270

They came from far and wide for vittles and dancin’
The Texas Cowboy Symposium and Chuckwagon Cookoff makes its mark on Granbury with two day event

BY EDEN DUNCAN 
GILBREATH
Special to the 
Hood County News

T
he smells of deli-
cious food filled 
the air during the 
days, and evenings 

brought live music and danc-
ing on Friday, Sept. 29 and 
Saturday, Sept. 30 as The 
Texas Cowboy Symposium 
and Chuckwagon Cookoff 
took place at Warren’s 
Backyard. It’s the first time 
an event of this kind has 
come to Hood County. 

In terms of numbers the 
event at least tied or pos-
sibly surpassed the larg-
est event that Warren’s 
Backyard ever hosted. In 
the first month the event 
was posted on social media, 
the venue received 76,000 
social media contacts. 
Estimates are around 1,800 
to 2,000 people attended 
the two-day symposium. 
The meal tickets sold out. 

The event was the brain-
child of Homer Robertson 
who is a lifelong resident 
of Granbury. Robertson 
competed in many such 
events in the 28 years since 
he began cooking over an 
open flame. Robertson 
found a Dutch oven at his 
grandmother’s house which 
began a lifelong pursuit of 
outdoor culinary cooking. 

In his decades of cook-
ing, Robertson won three 
national championships 
and appeared on the Food 
Network. Robertson desired 
to share with Hood County 
the western way of life and 
cooking, but people in fact 
came from all over Texas 
for the event and even 
from neighboring states. 
Robertson said, “It got big, 
it’s crazy how big. We were 
very fortunate; I was su-
per pleased. The commu-
nity really got behind us to 

support the Hood County 
Youth Livestock Show and 
the Granbury High School 
(GHS) culinary department. 
The sponsors were great.” 
Robertson went on laugh-
ing, “my phone has been 
blowing up with people 
wondering if we will host 
this again. I think we will 
have to, or we will be run 
out of Hood County.”

Jim Kelley, a resident 
of Hood County for over 
three decades as well as a 
Dutch oven cook himself, 
was delighted by the event. 
Kelley attended on Saturday 
from 3:30 p.m. to the end 
of the event at 10:30 p.m. 
Kelley has lived the west-
ern lifestyle both person-
ally and professionally in 
many capacities over the 
years. Kelley is a cattle-
man and horseman as well 
as working the stockyards 
as a superintendent of the 
Fort Worth Stock Show & 

Rodeo’s (FWSSR) Jr. Steer 
Show where he has volun-
teered since 1979. He is cur-
rently honorary vice presi-
dent for the FWSSR. 

Kelley shares, “It was just 
so refreshing. Old western 
swing music playing, folks 
dancing the two-step and 
the three-step. I saw every-
one from 8 years old to 93 
years old dancing. A little 
boy about 8 years old came 
dancing by with his sister. 
He was hearing the beat, 
making the steps correctly, 
and was having the time of 
his life. I complimented him 
and asked if the lady nearby 
was his grandmother. He 
said ‘Yes, Sir,” and he said 
that yes, his grandmother 
had taught him to dance.” 

Kelley was amazed to 
have seen so many people 
he has known over the 
years, including friends 
from college he hadn’t seen 

in decades. “I was almost 
taken aback. It reminded me 
of the ‘70s and ‘80s,” Kelly 
said. “Almost surreal, it was 
just that kind of wonderful, 
wholesome event, amaz-
ing food and great music, 
a bunch of friends sitting 
around talking. Just a great 
event.”

The cook-off part of the 

event required each of the 
14 chuckwagon teams to 
prepare a full meal includ-
ing meat, potato, beans, gra-
vy, bread and dessert. There 
were youth competitors as 
well from Granbury High 
School (GHS) culinary de-
partment. Part of the money 

PHOTOS BY MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Competitor with his wagon at the Texas Cowboy Symposium and Chuckwagon Cooko�  during the last 
weekend in September. 

Friends share a fan and a 
laugh at the Texas Cowboy 
Symposium and Chuckwagon 
Cooko�  on Saturday, Sept. 30.

Attendees chitchat while the bands play through the evening at the 
Texas Cowboy Symposium on Friday, Sept 29. 

PLEASE SEE COOKOFF | C7



SATURDAY, Oct. 7, 2023 Hood County News C7
www.hcnews.com

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
exercise classes: 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance); 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance); 
5 p.m. yoga. 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club 
will hold an ACBL-sanctioned 
duplicate bridge game at 
noon each week at the Ac-
ton Methodist Church, 3433 
Fall Creek HWY, Granbury, 
TX 76049. Entry $8/person. 
All are welcome, come with 
a partner and compete for 
ACBL masterpoints! Info & 
reservations: 225-933-4074.

SONS OF the American 
Legion Post 491 of Gran-
bury Burger Night. 5 - 7 p.m. 
American Legion Post, 3409 
Davis Road. Funds raised 
are used to support veteran 
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members 
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

GRANBURY CIVIC Chorus 
rehearsals, 7 p.m. at Acton 
United Methodist Church, 
3433 Fall Creek Highway. 
Details: granburyciviccho-
rus2001@gmail.com. De-
cember program will feature 
songs of Christmas from 
around the world. www.
granburycivicchorus.org

TUESDAYS

LINE DANCING 2 p.m. 
Healthy Connections, 1321 
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session 
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s 
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton 
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing! De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

BEGINNERS’ CHAIR Yoga 
45-minute Class. Tuesdays 
at 1:30 p.m. - Donations for 
Local Charities are accepted. 
Class will take place at Em-
manuel Lutheran Church lo-
cated at 2301 Fall Creek Hwy, 
76049. For more information, 
call 817-326-2201

PEDALING FOR Parkinson’s 
hosted by the Hood County 
YMCA will be from 1 to 2 
p.m. at 1475 James Road. The 
program is led by a certi-
fied group fitness instructor 
and consists of a pre- and 

post-fitness evaluation, and 
45-minute spin/cycling ses-
sion. Program will last 12 
weeks. For more information 
call 817-624-9791 or e-mail 
communityhealth@ymcafw.
org.

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot card game 
day. 10 a.m.; Dominoes (Mex-
ican Train) 11 a.m. Healthy 
Connections, 1321 Waters 
Edge Drive, Suite 1001. De-
tails: 817-579-2979.

HABITAT FOR Humanity of 
Hood County, Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. We are building in 
the 4000 block of Sundown 
Trail. No experience or tools 
needed. Just come build 
with us.

THURSDAYS 

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 
exercise classes. 9 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance); 
10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 30 a.m. ex-
ercise (strength and balance); 
11:15 a.m. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 5-9 p.m. at 
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S. 
Chess Affiliate, all ages and 
skill levels, children 10 and 
under must be accompanied 
by adult. Y membership not 
required. Details: HoodCoun-
tyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m. 
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
Street. Prizes and fun. Use 
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
at 600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers. 
Show up at least 15 minutes 
early to pay the $12 entry fee 
and warm up.

PEDALING FOR Parkinson’s 
hosted by the Hood County 
YMCA will be from 1 to 2 
p.m. at 1475 James Road. The 
program is led by a certi-
fied group fitness instructor 
and consists of a pre- and 
post-fitness evaluation, and 
45-minute spin/cycling ses-
sion. Program will last 12 
weeks. For more informa-
tion, call 817-624-9791 or 
e-mail communityhealth@
ymcafw.org.

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hummers 
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meet 
every Saturday at Hilton Gar-
den Inn, 635 E. Pearl St., for 5K 
or 10K walk for fun, fellow-
ship and fitness. Details: 972-
567-3278.

HABITAT FOR Humanity of 
Hood County Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. We are building in 
the 4000 block of Sundown 
Trail. No experience or tools 
needed. Just come build 
with us.

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600 
W. Moore St. Welcoming all 
levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the 
first Monday each month at 
7 p.m. at the Hood County 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, 401 Deputy Larry Miller 
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1 - 
3 p.m. Acton Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

FIRST TUESDAYS 

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m. Granbury 
Doll House Museum, 421 E 
Bridge St. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome!

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 
Guild meets to knit, learn, 
and share knitting tips each 
month at First Presbyterian 
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge 
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and 
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the 4th 
Tuesday each month (except 

November and December) 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E. 
Ewell St. Contact Karen Nace 
817-279-2995 for additional 
details.

FIRST THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette 
Club meets on the first 
Thursday each month for 
fellowship, planning events, 
and other business. Dinner, 
if desired, at 6 p.m., meeting 
from 7-8 p.m. at Spring Creek 
Barbeque, 317 E. U.S. High-
way 377. Details: bskaggs8@
aol.com.

SECOND THURSDAYS

HOOD COUNTY CERT meets 
on the second Thursday of 
every month at 6 p.m. at the 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter located at 401 Deputy 
Larry Miller Dr. HoodCo-
Cert@gmail.com

THIRD THURSDAYS

THE HOOD Sommerville 
A&M Club meets the 3rd 
Thursday (except June, July 
& August) at Spring Creek 
BBQ located at 317 W Hwy 
376 Granbury at 6 p.m., din-
ing/social, 6:30 p.m. meeting. 
Other activities, fundraisers, 
and meeting changes can be 
found at hscaggies.org

SECOND SATURDAYS

2ND SATURDAY Showoff 
at Fuzzy’s Taco Shop, 115 
W. Pearl St. Car show, 8:30 - 
10:30 a.m.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS 
Guild meets on the third 
Monday each month at 
United Coop Electric, 320 Fall 
Creek Highway, 6 p.m. De-
tails: 817-296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1 - 
3 p.m. Acton Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

PETS OF THE WEEKPETS OF THE WEEK
Lobo is a neutered male Chihuahua mix. He is approximately 11 
years old and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Lobo is friendly, social 
and good with other dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. His 
adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies vaccination, HomeAgain 
microchip, the first round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
Rico is a neutered male terrier mix. He is approximately 9 years old 
and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Rico is friendly and good with other 

dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. 
His adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies 
vaccination, HomeAgain microchip, the first 
round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
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Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway • (817) 573-4277

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm; 
First Saturday of each month (adoptions only) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Adoptable cats can be found at PetSense in Granbury!

  Check us out on Facebook at Hood County Animal Control, TX

Buddy is a male Doberman mix. He is approximately 5-6 years old and 
weighs about 55 pounds. Buddy is playful and very social. Special adoption 

fee of $25! The adoption fee includes sterilization, rabies vaccination, the 
first round of vaccines, pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain microchip.

Sammy is a neutered male domestic shorthair cat. He is approximately 
8 years old. Sammy is friendly and thrives on attention. His adoption fee is 

$25. The adoption fee includes his rabies vaccination, the first round of vac-
cines, pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain 

microchip.

GO PLAY

(682) 260-5920  |  cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

Friday, 06 October 2023 - Thursday, 12 October 2023

A Haunting in Venice (PG13)
Fri: 3:00PM, 5:30PM, 8:00PM, 10:30PM.
Sat: 11:20AM, 1:50PM, 4:20PM, 6:50PM, 9:20PM.
Sun: 11:20AM, 1:50PM, 4:20PM, 6:50PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:30PM, 5:00PM, 7:30PM

PAW Patrol: The Mighty Movie (PG)
Fri: 12:05PM, 2:30PM, 3:00PM, 4:55PM, 7:20PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 11:00AM, 12:25PM, 2:50PM, 5:15PM, 7:40PM.
Sun: 10:00AM, 11:10AM, 12:25PM, 2:50PM, 5:15PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:20PM, 4:45PM, 7:10PM

Saw X (R)
Fri: 5:25PM, 8:10PM, 9:45PM, 10:55PM.
Sat: 1:25PM, 4:10PM, 6:55PM, 9:40PM, 10:05PM.
Sun: 1:35PM, 4:20PM, 7:05PM, 7:40PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:15PM, 5:00PM, 7:45PM

The Blind (PG13)
Fri: 12:15PM, 2:00PM, 4:45PM, 7:30PM, 10:15PM.
Sat: 10:15AM, 1:00PM, 3:45PM, 6:30PM, 9:15PM.
Sun: 10:15AM, 1:00PM, 3:45PM, 6:30PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:45PM, 7:30PM

The Creator (PG13)
Fri: 1:00PM, 4:00PM, 7:00PM, 10:00PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 1:00PM, 4:00PM, 7:00PM, 10:00PM.
Sun: 10:00AM, 1:00PM, 4:00PM, 7:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 8:00PM

The Exorcist: Believer (R)
Fri: 2:00PM, 4:35PM, 7:10PM, 9:45PM.
Sat: 11:15AM, 1:50PM, 4:25PM, 7:00PM, 9:35PM.
Sun: 11:15AM, 1:50PM, 4:25PM, 7:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:25PM, 5:00PM, 7:35PM

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with 
other activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and loca-
tion - including street address.

HOME IN ON MORE BUYERS

PLACE YOUR AD TO RUN IN PRINT AND ONLINE AT CLASSIFIEDS.HCNEWS.COM

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming 
Brush Chipping Service • Gutter Cleaning 

Shrub Trimming

Emergency Service • Storm Damage

Darrell Mercer
Residential & Commercial

mercertreeservice.net

817-247-5651

Insured                                         
Free Estimates

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

WE BUY WE BUY WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

raised goes to the Hood 
County Youth Livestock 
Show and the GHS culinary 
department. Several auction 

items to that end included a 
pair of Klapper spurs which 
were auctioned for $6,500.

 “It was amazing! They 
knocked it out of the park. 
Homer was a total pro-
fessional putting on this 

event. Brett and Steve with 
Warren’s Backyard made it 
all possible,” said Tammy 
Dooley, executive director 
of Visit Granbury. “Such a 
great venue for this type 
of event — a true western 

event, cowboys and cowgirls 
everywhere, chuckwagons. 
A wonderful family event! 
It was great looking over to 
see ‘Sold Out’ on the sign 
outside, that’s just how well 
received this event was.”

COOKOFF
FROM PAGE C6

sell them things that aren’t 
needed, and we just advise 
them of what we found on 
their car. We try to address 
the problem they come 
in with, but we also make 
them aware of anything 
else that could possibly 
be an issue or leave them 
stranded on the road.”

The company tagline for 
CBA is “Love your neighbor 
as yourself,” — and that’s 
exactly what Loter and his 
team in Granbury aim to 
do; both with customer 

service and the “cup car” 
campaign.

“Our ultimate goal is to 
be a light in our communi-
ties,” Loter said. “We just 
happen to do it with auto 
repair. Since we opened in 
Granbury, we have been 
blessed to be a part of this 
community and want to 
give back to help others 
when needs arise.”

Hub Garage officials are 
encouraging everyone to 
follow the “cup car’s” jour-
ney around the country 
and take a picture with the 
colorful car to raise aware-
ness and donations for the 
organization. All proceeds 

from the campaign will go 
directly toward car repairs 
for single moms in need.

“We’re not just fixing 
cars; we’re trying to break 
generational poverty,” Hub 
Garage Managing Director 
Jonathan Carr said, in the 
organization’s news re-
lease. “There are over 10 
million single moms in the 
United States, and nearly 
30 percent of those moms 
are living below the poverty 
line. If these moms don’t 
have functioning transpor-
tation, it affects their ability 
to get to work and get their 
kids to school. It affects the 
trajectory of their lives.”

To donate to the Hub 
Garage and see or take a 
picture with the “cup car,” 
please stop by Christian 
Brothers Automotive 
Granbury at 3809 East Hwy 
377 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
beginning Friday, Oct. 21 
through Monday, Oct. 23.

For more information 
about the Hub Garage, visit 
thehubgarage.org online. 
For more information about 
CBA Granbury, visit cbac.
com/granbury online. 

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

CAR
FROM PAGE C2
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For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 
Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not learn on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

“Taking Care of our Member-Owners!”

817.444.3201 • tcectexas.com

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 
John and PJ Gibbs

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

Auto Repair & Lube Center

• Alignments
• Oil Change
• State Inspection
• Routine Maintenance
• Auto Repairs
• A/C Repair

621 West Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 79048

817-573-0202
Family Owned

& Operated

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311
WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM
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E Serving
Hood County

Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

APPLIANCES
• Refrigerators
• Washer/Dryer
• Dishwasher
• Cooktops
• Ranges
• Wall Ovens

FLOORING
• Tile

• Wood Look Tile
• Wood

• Vinyl Plank
• Carpet

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

Certified finanCial Planner™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches 
and a verse for inspiration.

ANGLICAN
Good Shepherd Anglican
3600 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2035
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Crossing Place
1900 W. Hwy. 377
214-930-7339
Elm Grove Assembly Of God
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar
254-835-4755
Faith Assembly Of God
300 Granbury Court
817-326-2270
First Assembly Of God
1900 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-1581
BAPTIST
Acton Baptist
3500 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4693
Allison Baptist
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan
254-646-9926
Bible Baptist
4804 E. Hwy. 377
817-579-5424
Brazos River Baptist
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy.
817-663-5384
Dennis First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-565-9027
Exalted Redeemer Baptist
1840 Acton Hwy.
817-247-7209
Fairview Baptist
5041 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-8968
Faith Baptist Of Hill City
Hwy. 56
254-965-3840
First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-613-2322
First Baptist
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan
254-646-2484
First Baptist Thorp Springs
2815 Lipan Hwy.
817-573-3339
Glen Rose First Baptist
201 West Gibbs Blvd.,
Glen Rose
254-897-2351
Granbury Baptist
1200 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-4943
Granbury First Baptist
1851 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-7137
Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
254-396-5773
Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa
3300 Oak Trail Dr.
Lakeside Baptist
500 W. Bluebonnet
817-573-2094
Mambrino Baptist
1625 Mambrino Hwy.
817-573-4901
Mission Bautista El Buen
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
817-573-4133
Oak Trail Baptist
4501 Peppertree Rd.
817-279-6430
Paluxy Baptist
1844 Acton Hwy.
817-579-5111
Patillo Baptist
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan
940-769-2968
Pecan Baptist
7178 Fall Creek Hwy.
682-205-1565
Rainbow Baptist
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow
254-897-2121
Southside Baptist
910 Paluxy Rd.
817-573-1462
Sovereign Grace Baptist
820 Paluxy Rd.
682-936-4988
Tolar Baptist
400 Tolar Hwy.
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist
320 W. Pearl St.
817-573-5318
Waples Baptist
1200 Temple Hall Hwy.
817-579-0509
Western Hills Baptist
507 Western Hills Trail
817-573-7588
BIBLE
Grace Bible
201 E. Clifton Rd.
682-498-3014
CATHOLIC
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
2301 Acton Hwy.
817-326-2131
CHRISTIAN
Dayspring Christian
3314 S. Clifton
817-573-0107
First Christian
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-573-5431
Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo
4900 Sonterra Ct.
817-578-0626
Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Circle
817-910-8868
The Evangelical Christian
608 Shady Grove Dr.
817-736-3041
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Downtown Church Of Christ
310 W. Pearl St.
 817-573-9862
Granbury Church Of Christ
1905 W. Pearl
817-573-2613
Lipan Church Of Christ
112 N Caddo St., Lipan
254-646-2297
Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ
4219 Old Granbury Rd.
817-573-6878
Thorp Spring Church Of Christ
3006 Thorp St.
817-776-1547
Tolar Church Of Christ
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4397
CHURCH OF GOD
Church Of God
1106 Weatherford Hwy.
817-279-6753
EPISCOPAL
Good Shepherd Episcopal
4530 Acton Hwy.
817-326-6074
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Granbury Jehovah’s Witnesses
3734 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-4259
LUTHERAN
Emmanuel Lutheran Elca
2301 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2201
Our Savior Lutheran
1400 N. Meadows Dr.
817-573-5011
METHODIST
Acton Methodist
3433 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4242
Cresson United Methodist 
110 South Crook St., Cresson
469-730-6496
Granbury First United 
Methodist
301 Loop 567,
817-573-5573
Solid Rock Global 
Methodist Church
201 E. Pearl St. Suite C207
682-498-3838
Temple Hall United Methodist
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385
Tolar United Methodist
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4005
Waples United Methodist
4323 Waples Rd.
817-573-9076

MORMON
The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints
1226 Ross Lane
817-573-6825
NAZARENE
Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene
921 Lipan Dr.
817-573-4041
PENTECOSTAL
Hood Pentecostal
3100 Beechwood St.,
817-279-0363
Calvary Church of Granbury
4800 Glen Rose Hwy
817-559-7372
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian
303 W. Bridge St.
817-573-2337
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist
2016 Acton Hwy.
817-326-3573
OTHER
Anchor Fellowship
3200 Acton School Rd.
682-990-8551
Bear Creek Community
18553 South Hwy. 377,
817-396-3245
Brazos Covenant Ministries
1950 Acton Hwy.
817-579-0968
Calvary Family
3306 Oak Trail Dr.
314-606-1211
Center Point
4332 E. Hwy. 377,
817-554-3432
Christian Science Society
528 N. Crockett
817-573-0457
Church On Thistle Ridge
4900 Sonterra Ct.
917-326-5501
Crossroads
200 S. Crook St., Cresson
817-886-9577
Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County
2401 Cedar Crest Dr.,
817-579-9332
Generations Church Of 
Granbury
5718 E. Hwy. 377,
817-326-5378
Hope Community
3206 W. Hwy. 377
254-243-0350
Lipan Cowboy
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan
254-396-3162
New Season Global Ministries
3755 Acton Hwy.
817-910-8777
Pure Praise
2901 Glen Rose Hwy.
817-279-3063
Rock Church Chapel
6101 Rock Church Hwy
Tolar, Texas 76476
St. John Victorian Mission Of 
Granbury
5031 Bandy Rd.
817-573-2669
Stonewater
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377
817-579-9175
The Bridge
1107 Weatherford Hwy
254-522-5330
The Heights
1921 Acton Hwy
817-558-2121
The Sanctuary
4400 Daugherty Ct.
817-326-2709
Triple Cross Cowboy
3470 Lipan Hwy
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

This Devotional & Directory 
is made possible by these businesses 
who encourage all of us to attend 

worship services.

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Caring, It's what
we do best! ❤❤

174 Bed Facility
Private Rehab suites
22 Bed Secure hall
Skilled Nursing
Rehabilitation Services
Long Term Care

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

To schedule a tour, call
(817) 573-3726

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

Granbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, 
I am the one who helps you.’”

Isaiah 41:13

CALL TODAY TO 
ADVERTISE ON THE 
HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

CHURCH PAGE

817-573-7066817-573-7066

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE
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The members of Pecan’s 
Green Thumb Garden Club 
have turned the front and 
back circles of our com-
munity into fall “sights 
to behold” for residents. 
Additional seasonal dé-
cor may be found at both 
entrances to The Retreat. 
Many hours of work deliv-
ered the lovely scenery as 
the GTGC welcomes fall fol-
lowing a very hot summer. 
Residents may partner with 
the GTGC both in mem-
bership and with financial 
contributions. For more in-
formation on the group and 
its activities, send email to 
Linda Kunzman at lindago-
go@msn.com. Many thanks 
go to the hardworking vol-
unteers for their efforts.

ART SCENE
The Pecan Plantation 

Art Guild will gather on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 at the 
PAC when Fort Worth art-
ist Brooke Lynne Weibe will 
present a demonstration 
and workshop focusing on 
acrylic paints, up-cycled 
canvases, exaggerated style, 
and retro themes with a 
southwestern, modern take. 
Attendees may register by 
using the QR code provided 
in “The Columns.”

BREAKFAST CLUB
Pecan’s Breakfast 

Club will meet again on 
Wednesday, Oct. 11 in the 
Terrace Room with break-
fast service beginning at 8 
a.m. and the program at 9. 
Attendees will hear from 
Dewey and Janet Powers 
when they present “You May 
Be a Birder!” The Powers 
have “chased birds from 
the west coast to Maine 
and led tours in search 
of the elusive Whooping 
Crane.” In addition, they 
are amateur photogra-
phers with “a great love of 
birds.” Breakfast Club goers 
are in for a treat with the 
Powers. Reservations for 
the morning are due by 12 
noon on Tuesday, Oct. 10: 
817-573-2641.

BOOKS TO GO
The Hood County 

Bookmobile will be at the 
PAC on Wednesday, Oct. 11 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Patrons 
may both check out and 
return library books at the 

bookmobile. 

NET NEWS
The Pecan Plantation 

Tennis Association will 
celebrate “Oktoberfest” 
on Friday, Oct. 13 at 6 p.m. 
Food (hotdogs and sausages 
from the grill), tennis play, 
and fellowship are on the 
menu for folks on the court.

GLOBAL EATS
“Dining around the 

World” will come to Pecan 
on Saturday, Oct. 14 
when dishes represent-
ing Germany, France, Italy, 
New Orleans, Polynesia, and 
Texas will be on the menu. 
No passport is needed to 
enjoy this four-hour din-
ing experience and enter-
tainment at the clubhouse. 
Executive Chef Jordan Ray 
says, “There will be five 
mini restaurants set up in 
and around the clubhouse, 
and members and guests 
will be invited to eat and 
drink to their heart’s con-
tent.” Ray also adds that the 
evening “will be all about 
fun.” The “tour” will begin 
with a champagne start in 
the clubhouse lobby that 
will include a photo oppor-
tunity with an ice sculp-
ture. Call the clubhouse 
front desk for reservations: 
817-573-2641.

GARAGE SALE
Pecan’s fall garage sale 

weekend is on the calen-
dar for Friday, Oct. 20 and 
Saturday, Oct. 21. Friday’s 
sale for members only will 
run from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
with Saturday’s operations 
happening from 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and open to the 
public. Residents received 
email with a QR code allow-
ing folks who desire to be 
included in the garage sale 
master list to add items 
available for purchase.

GROWING WELL
The Pecan Plantation 

Community Gardens is a 
busy place with its first fall 
crop in the ground. Some 
of the bounty to come in-
cludes zucchini, cucum-
bers, carrots, and lettuce. 
The next workday will hap-
pen Saturday, Oct. 14, and 
“Happy Hour” in the garden 
will occur Tuesday, Oct. 17. 
All Pecaners are invited to 
visit the garden on these 
dates to learn of its offer-
ings. In addition, new mem-
bers are always welcome. 
No previous gardening ex-
perience is necessary to join 
the group. Applications are 
available at the PAC front 
desk, and annual dues are 
$25.

INFO MEETINGS
The board of directors 

for Pecan’s Volunteer Fire 
Department/Emergency 
Medical Service will host 
two town hall meetings 
to discuss the proposed 
assessment increase in 
2024. Both meetings will 
take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 14 (one at 10 a.m. and 
the other at 2 p.m.) at the 
Charlie Lee EMS Building on 
Monticello Drive.

WOMAN’S CLUB
The next meeting of 

the Pecan Plantation 
Woman’s Club (PPWC) 
comes Thursday, Oct. 19, 
but reservations are due 
by Thursday, Oct. 12 at 12 
noon for ladies not on the 
permanent reservation list. 
Secure a spot by sending 
email to ppwcres@gmail.
com.

NIGHT GATHERING
The PPWC’s next evening 

social is on the calendar for 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 from 6 to 8 
p.m. when ladies will enjoy 
a meal together, learn about 

15% OFF LUNCH
Valid Monday-Friday | 11am - 3pm

Alcohol Excluded. Not Valid with any other offers.

817-579-9113 | www.mesquitepit.com

919 E. Pearl St. Granbury, TX

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

A Mississippi native who has 
been a Texas transplant for 
29 years, Diane Long is a wife, 
mother, and former English 
teacher who has written Pecan 
Plantation Bits for 16 years 
cumulatively. She spends 
her time both gathering 
neighborhood news and 
collecting new books to read. 

BY DIANE LONG

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN GOMEZ AND LINDA KUNZMAN

Pecan residents and members of the Green Thumb Garden Club 
have transformed the front and back circles with festive fall decor. 
Pictured are Linda Kunzman, Mark Kulcak, and Ronnie Herring at 
work in our community. 

THE IDLE AMERICAN

COURTESY PHOTOS

Randy Brooks, left, at age 36, when he began playing Jesus in “The Promise.” At right, Randy at 70, still 
playing and singing at venues throughout the Metroplex.

Down from the Cross

Randy Brooks, who 
portrayed Jesus in “The 
Promise” more than 6,000 
times, is nearing the 60-year 
mark in Christian ministry. 
But he still has “the look” -- 
the kind that causes head-
scratching when vaguely 
familiar faces are seen.

Randy was cast in the role 
in 1989, when the award-
winning musical began its 
34-year run at Glen Rose’s 
Texas Amphitheater. He 
later appeared for years in 
Branson, MO, at a New York 
City church and numerous 
performances internation-
ally before he ended the role 
when COVID arrived in 2020.

Long-haired since the mid-
1970s, he now is free to leave 
his gray hair au natural, un-
like most performance years 
when it was dyed to hide 
premature graying. Had one 
of the founding producers of 
the Glen Rose production not 
spotted Randy in a hair sa-
lon in 1989, he might never 

have been featured in “The 
Promise.”

“Can you sing?” she asked. 
Having been a pianist/vo-
calist since junior high, he 
quickly answered, not know-
ing that the producer was 
looking for a blue-eyed, long-
haired man to play Jesus. 
Then age 36, Randy--his 
commitment to God already 
strongly in place--signed on, 
the course of his life to be 
forever changed. He sang 
Word-produced songs such 
as “Closer than a Heartbeat,” 
“It is Written” and “Shalom.” 

Randy says he writhed and 
winced with imaginary pain 
on the cross, but never came 
close to portraying Jesus’ ac-
tual suffering. He remembers 
the challenge of holding onto 
nails and contorting his body 
to a 45-degree angle. (On the 
cross for 20 minutes at each 
performance, his total time 
there amounted to 83 24-
hour days).

Producers were never wor-

ried about his lacking both 
theological and theatrical 
training or changing his 
mannerisms. He sounded 
“way too southern,” howev-
er, so he underwent speech 
training to sound less so.

Throughout his career, 
Randy has been closely iden-
tified with gospel music, 
but he and his brother Bill 
also performed through-
out the nation for corporate 
groups, including Amway 
and American Airlines. 
Randy also hooked up with 
the Stamps Quartet, which 
provided vocal back-up for 
Elvis Presley.

He also was music direc-
tor on 58 episodes of TV’s 
“Country Crossroads,” 
and--with the Brooks 
Brothers Band--was named 
“Entertainer of the Year” 
in Texas for six consecu-
tive years by the Johnnie 
High Country Music Revue 
Association, and twice hon-
ored in Branson as the “Male 
Entertainer of the Year.”

In 2020, Randy returned to 
Texas, where he continues to 
perform, largely at churches, 
retirement centers and at 
various other venues.

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public 
speaker and former university president 
who writes weekly.

BY DON NEWBURY

PLEASE SEE IDLE | C10

Green Thumb Garden Club 
brings fall décor to Pecan

PLEASE SEE PECAN | C10
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It was a brief, but a wel-
come respite from the hot, 
dry weather. A couple days 
of rain and moderated 
temperatures gave many 
landscape plants what they 
needed to recover. 

Of course, it may be weeks 
or months before survivors 
are identified. Meanwhile, 
look for signs of recovery, 
such as fresh new buds and 
flowers, fruit or foliage. 
Roses, for instance, develop 
fruiting structures known 
as “hips.” Hips are the seed 
pods of rose plants. They 
start to form in late sum-
mer when flowers are pol-
linated, and then ripen in 
fall. Typically, hips are red 
or orange, but a number are 
purple or black. Some are 
smaller, but average hips 
are about the size of cherry 

tomatoes.
Rose hips are quite orna-

mental and are often used in 
dried floral arrangements. 
They are also edible — fit 
for wildlife and human con-
sumption. If you do a little 
homework, you’ll find that 
rose hips are used to make 
jellies and sauces, baked 
goods, soups and season-
ings, as well as tea. They 
are known to be a source of 
vitamin C and antioxidants. 
Never eat rose hips or any 
other plant source that has 
been treated with pesticides. 
And it’s always best to con-
sult with experts when for-
aging for food.

Wild shrub roses, also 
known as beach roses or 
Japanese roses (Rosa rugo-
so) are known for having 
some of the largest, most 

beautiful and tastiest hips. 
However, most roses can 
develop these lovely struc-
tures if the plants’ flowers 
are allowed to remain on the 
plant. If you dead head your 
roses, you will not see hips.

Rose hips become sweeter 
as they remain on the plant, 
even if they wrinkle. Harvest 
them when they are eas-
ily removed from the stem. 
Hips may be used fresh, 
dried or frozen. Always 
wash them thoroughly be-
fore consuming. You’ll need 
to cut them open or thor-
oughly strain them through 
cheesecloth to remove the 
seeds. Also remove the 
threadlike hairs growing 
inside. These hairs are ir-
ritating to the stomach if 
ingested. Consult someone 
“in the know” about proper 
preparation.

Rose hip displays are most 
abundant on plants with sin-
gle or semi-double blooms. 
While all roses inherently 
have the ability to set hips, 
some types produce flow-
ers with so many petals that 
they are difficult for pollina-
tors to enter and reach the 

pollen. Without pollination, 
hips cannot form.

In addition to R. rugo-
sa, another species rose, 
R. moyesii, also produces 
abundant rose hips. Hybrids 
and cultivars of these two 
species roses are reputed to 
do the same. If hip produc-
tion is a trait you seek, con-
sider antique shrub roses or 
select EarthKindTM roses 
known to develop hips, such 
as Carefree Beauty, Knock 
Out and Seafoam.

Remember, do not dead-
head roses that are intended 
for rose hip production. 

This may result in fewer 
flowers, but a longer orna-
mental season overall. If 
needed, prune hip-bearing 
roses in January/February. 
Remove dead or diseased 
canes or crossing growth at 
any time.

For answers to your hor-
ticulture questions, please 
call the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, Hood County at 
817-579-3280 or go online 
to visit lakegranburymaster-
gardeners.org.

pwebsterco@gmail.com | 
817-680-4849

A VERY 
SPECIAL 

THANK YOU!

Underwriters
Collinsworth Thoroughbred Racing, LLC

Henson Lumber 
Kroger

Sponsors
First National Bank of Granbury

H‑E‑B 
Hood County News

Food Vendors
Baked
Brock’s

Del Norte Tacos
Hoffbrau

Ketzler’s/Fisherman’s Corner
Mama’s Pizza
Mesquite Pit

Pub McDonough
Randy’s/Randy’s Shrimp and Oyster Bar

The Local Cafe

Beer, Wine, and 
Spirits Vendors

Acre Distilling
Barons Creek Vineyards

Blackland Distillery
Brew Drinkery / Brew Aleworks

D’Vine Wine
Silver Star Whiskey
Silver Spur Winery

Woman’s Wednesday Club of Granbury

We want to thank our 
underwriters, sponsors, 

vendors and attendees for 
making the 

2023 Taste of Granbury
so successful.

GARDEN PATCH

Phyllis Webster earned a degree in 
journalism before embarking on a long 
career in public relations and marketing. A 
Granbury resident since 1998, she has been 
deeply involved in the community. She is an 
award-winning writer and photographer, as 
well as a Master Gardener. She has authored 
Garden Patch since 2001.

BY PHYLLIS WEBSTER

COURTESY PHOTO

Hips are the seed pods of rose plants. They start to form in late 
summer when � owers are pollinated, and then ripen in fall

“My body told me it was 
time to slow down, so I have,” 
Randy said.

He feels that he has kept nu-
merous providential appoint-
ments in his life, including a 
recent visit to Shipshewana, 
IN, where his brother Bill is 
emcee in the tiny Amish/
Mennonite community’s two 
theaters.

With three shows left to per-
form, Randy was helping Bill 
move household furniture. A 
large mirror slipped, seriously 
cutting Randy’s right hand 
between his wrist and thumb. 
Fifteen stitches were needed 
to close the wound, but let’s 
not race ahead.

The nearest hospital was 12 
miles away, so Bill took Randy 
to his doctor’s office. Blood 
gushing, Randy learned that it 
was the doctor’s day off.

Coming through the back 
door, however, was the doc-
tor, who lives 20 miles away in 
Goshen.

“I had this strong feeling 
that I should come to the of-
fice,” he said.

Providence again, right?
Realizing that Randy had 

sustained a serious injury, 
the doctor initially suggested 
calling an ambulance to take 
him to a hospital. Then, he 
remembered treating numer-
ous victims of roadway acci-
dents during his Indianapolis 
internship.

He expertly completed the 
treatment. Randy, claimed to 
be “good as new,” performed 
the same evening and at the 
two closing shows the next 
day.

“I don’t solicit engagements, 
but enough still come to me,” 
particularly with Shiloh Road, 
a southern gospel quartet in 
the Metroplex. “I’ll serve the 
Lord until I can’t.”

Ever the “people person,” 
he now drives for UberEats 
between gigs. He hears nu-
merous comments about his 
“Jesus look,” and smiles.

“God is good, now and for-
ever,” he said. “With Him, I’m 
ready for whatever comes 
next.”

Amen.

newbury@speakerdoc.com | 
817-447-3872

IDLE
FROM PAGE C9

the PPWC and its presence 
in our community, and play 
trivia bingo. Send email to 
ppwcevening@gmail.com 
for reservation information.

BIG SUCCESS
The Pecan Plantation 

Volunteer Fire Department/
Emergency Medical Service 
Auxiliary sends loads 
of gratitude to everyone 
who played a part in last 
Saturday’s Fall Bazaar. Final 
numbers are being comput-

ed, and every cent of profit 
earned benefits our emer-
gency service volunteers.

TEAM SAFETY
Next week is “Fire 

Prevention Month,” and 
Pecan residents certainly 
have much to be thankful 

for when remembering our 
VFD personnel. Thank you 
to the men and women who 
keep us safe on a daily basis.

SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy 

goes to the family of Johnny 
Savage, who passed away 

Sept. 26, to the family of 
Cecil Gritz, who passed 
away Sept. 26, and to the 
family of Bob Mosbarger, 
who passed away Sept. 27.

dianedlong@yahoo.com | 
817-579-9360

PECAN
FROM PAGE C9

Fall brings rose hips

classifieds.hcnews.comThe trusted choice for
buy/sell in Hood County.

 shop the classifieds to save more and spend less.


	A1-A7
	HCN-100723-A08-B
	HCN-100723-A09-B
	HCN-100723-A10-B
	A11-A16
	B Section
	C Section

