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Dylynn Pennington, age 8 and Rowan Pinksa, age 7 assisted by mom Chelsey Pinksa serve Lemonade for Youth Entrepreneur Day at Hood County Famers Market.
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Youth Entrepreneur Day at the Hood County Farmers Market

Granbury hopeful for grant to improve transportation, recreation

Burn Ban 
announced for 
Hood County
BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

On July 18, the Hood County Fire Marshal’s 
Office issued a burn ban for all of Hood County.

‘With the current weather conditions, which 
include temperature, humidity, winds and the 
amount of moisture in soil and vegetation, the 
decision was made to place Hood County under 
an emergency seven day burn ban,” Jeff Young 
Fire Marshal said. “Any fires that start now have 
the potential to spread extremely fast and are 
difficult to extinguish.”

The burn ban includes any outdoor burning. 
It also now requires any outdoor welding to be 
done with a water source on hand as well as a 
designated person on fire watch. 

“Barbecue grills and chimeneas on the pool 
deck would be okay, but we ask that they take 
extra precautions to make sure it is complete-
ly out, or cold and dark, before they leave it,” 
Young said.

Young listed some things to be aware of while 
traveling.

“Keep an eye on trailer tires. Pulling a trailer 
with a flat can cause sparks that can ignite grass 
fires along the roadway,” he said. “Also ensure 
that trailer chains are not dragging as this can 
cause sparking. If you are a smoker, do not 
discard smoking materials out the window of 
your vehicle. Any heat source has the ability to 
cause grass fires that put people and property 
in danger.”

According to Texas A&M Parks and Wildlife, 
97 counties are currently under a burn ban out 
of the 254 counties. 

On July 25 in Commissioners Court, there will 
be a discussion of whether or not to put forth a 
90 day burn ban. 

“The only thing that would prevent the burn 
barn extension would be a long, soaking rain, 
which is not predicted in the forecast,” Young 
said. 

A fine for breaking this ban is $500. If you see 
someone outside burning, please call the fire 
marshal’s office at 817-579-3335 or visit the of-
fice at 401 Deputy Larry Miller Dr. Granbury, TX 
76048.

Boyfriend 
charged in 
2020 Stinson 
murder case
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Bond was set 
at $1 million for 
Richard Anthony 
Metten, who was ar-
rested for the mur-
der of 31-year-old 
Andrea Stinson.

Stinson’s body 
was found in a shed 
on Metten’s prop-
erty in November 
2020. She had been 
shot to death.

According to 
Sheriff Roger Deeds, 
Metten was her boy-
friend and the two 
were living together at the time of her murder.

Deeds issued a statement on Friday, July 
14, announcing that his office, along with the 
Texas Department of Public Safety-Ranger 
Division, had arrested Metten in the almost 
three-year-old case. Metten was already incar-
cerated for seven felonies that include traf-
ficking and sex assault of a child.

Stinson was the mother of three children 
who are now in their teens.

In an email to the Hood County News, Deeds 
stated that investigators “worked tirelessly to 
bring a successful resolution to this case.”

kcruz@hcnews.com | 817-579-1886

Richard Anthony Metten

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

In December of 2022, the City 
of Granbury adopted the Active 
Transportation and Recreation 
Plan.

The plan would serve as the 
city’s first plan that addresses 
both mobility and recreational 
needs through active transpor-
tation infrastructure. The plan 
would help as a guide for the fu-
ture when it comes to implanting 
multi-use trails, on-street bike-
ways and sidewalks. 

The city has applied for a 
grant from TxDot for funding 
of the plan, and if awarded the 

commission date would be Oct. 
2023. The project estimate is 
$4,189,111, with the city being 
responsible for paying 20 percent 
of that, making the award total 
$3,351,289 dollars. 

When TxDOT is determining 
who to grant the award to, they 
base it off a scoring system. They 
assess the needs of funding, see 
if the city has done their research 
and studies, as well as look at 
how the plan would impact the 
community. 

“We’re in competition with lots 
of other cities for these funds, 
and at this time we just wait and 
see what TxDOT decides and if 
we are awarded these funds,” 

Aaron Mclain Internal Services 
Director of the City of Granbury 
said.

The city has partnered with 
an outside consultant, Halff 
Associates for their expertise 
on the grant application as well 
as the future of the engineering, 
construction and architecture of 
further transportation and recre-
ation plans. 

“You are highly more likely of 
getting these projects funded 
for your residence and com-
pleted residence if you hire 
people that have that expertise,” 
Jeff Newpher Communications 
Manager of the City of Granbury 
said. 

The benefits of the plan out-
lined economic drivers, safety 
and health. The economic driv-
ers provide economic oppor-
tunities for the city, homeown-
ers and business owners. Safety 
improvements such as widening 
trails and sidewalks, increased 
signage and wayfinding tools are 
outlined. There is also a better-
ment of health by having access 
to healthy lifestyle choices and 
exercise areas with the trails and 
bike paths. 

The plan has five phases out-
lined. Phase one focuses on 
collecting data and inventory, 
phase two focuses on community 

Eager young businesspeople 
shared the sentiment that sales 
had been good. Some expressed 
surprise and delight that though 

the heat was oppressive the 
community had still turned out 
in good numbers. 

“Family” was the word of the 

day. At youth booths, parents 
helped their young entrepre-
neurs and at regular vendors, 
children worked alongside par-
ents to assist them. 

Youth products ranged from 
edible items to wearable art 
to free hand-painted rocks. Of 
course, the cold lemonade booth 
was well visited. 

Gracia Schoonover, age 8, was 
excited to share her brand-new 
product “Joy-Dough.” Home-
made “Joy-Dough” is a “non-
toxic dough made for playtime” 
using natural ingredients and 
plant dyes. “Joy-Dough” is a 

product for all ages. 
“It’s okay if your children eat 

it, it’s organic. They may not 
want to eat it, it’s salty!” Gracia 
said, commenting on the safety 
of her product. 

Gracia was assisted by her 
mom Esther who says they are 
working on a website and online 
ordering options. 

Scarlett Marciniak, age 8, is 
the proprietor of “Double M” 
jewelry which offers hand-made 
earrings. Remarkably light-
weight, they are made in a large 

BY EDEN DUNCAN GILBREATH
Special to the Hood County News

T
here is no shortage of fresh produce and 

homemade goods to be found at several local 

Farmers Markets in Hood County. Saturday, 

July 15 was “Youth Entrepreneur Day” at the 

Hood County Farmers Market. Fifteen youth booths 

joined 15 regular season vendors to share their wares. 

PLEASE SEE YOUTH | A15

PLEASE SEE GRANT | A3
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July 13 Ribbon Cutting for Stella Rose Homes, “You Have a Dream, We Have a Plan”. Picture of Family, Ambassadors, & Local Community partners & friends
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Granbury 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
spotlights 
Ambassadors
Chamber Message

In a city that thrives on collaboration and 
community spirit, the Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce is proud to highlight the invaluable 
contributions of its Ambassadors, an excep-
tional group of professionals dedicated to 
strengthening the local business community. 
These remarkable volunteers form the back-
bone of the chamber and play a vital role in 
promoting economic growth, fostering mean-
ingful connections, and championing the inter-
ests of businesses in our region. We appreciate 
their unwavering commitment and passion to 
move the mission of the Granbury Chamber 
forward. 

Our Ambassadors act as the public relations 
arm of the chamber, serving as advocates and 
connectors for both new and existing busi-
nesses. They extend a warm welcome to new 
members, guiding them through the cham-
ber’s resources and helping them navigate 
the local business landscape. This welcoming 
approach creates a strong foundation for new 
enterprises, facilitating their integration into 
the community and enhancing their chances of 
success. Our Ambassadors also actively engage 
with our chamber members, providing sup-
port, and promoting collaboration. By attend-
ing networking events, ribbon cutting ceremo-
nies, and other business functions/events, they 
foster relationships among entrepreneurs, 
encouraging partnerships, and facilitating op-
portunities for growth. Their presence helps 
create an atmosphere of unity and camarade-
rie, where business owners can exchange ideas, 
share experiences, and form valuable alliances.  

Moreover, the Ambassadors of the Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce go above and beyond to 
support local businesses by actively participat-
ing in ribbon cutting, anniversary and ground-
breaking ceremonies.  These dedicated individ-
uals understand the significance of celebrating 
milestones and achievements within the 
business community. Whether it’s a new store 
opening, an expansion, a relocation, a rebrand-
ing effort or an anniversary, Ambassadors 
show up with enthusiasm and encourage-
ment, providing a strong show of solidarity 
and support.  Their presence not only boosts 
the morale of business owners but also gener-
ates awareness and interest among the broader 
community. 

The Granbury Chamber of Commerce is 
grateful for our Ambassadors’ tireless efforts 
and recognizes their indispensable contribu-
tion to the economic vitality of Granbury and 
our surrounding business community. 

To learn more about 
how you can serve 
as an Ambassador, 
please visit our web-
site at www.gran-
burychamber.com or 
feel free to call our of-
fice at 817-573-1622. 
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Ambassador Duo, Jon and 
Shelly Black with AmCap 
Home Loans - Granbury have 
been Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce Ambassadors for 
the past nine months. Their 
love of community is what they 
like about being ambassadors.

“We enjoy meeting new peo-
ple, supporting local business-
es, and helping with the cham-

ber events,” they replied.
A fun fact about Jon and 

Shelly is, “We were best friends 
in high school and went our 
separate ways after graduation, 
then married 29 years later and 
are still best friends.”

Thank you, Jon and Shelly, 
for being Ambassadors of 
the Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce.

This week’s New Member 
Spotlight is The Grove Wood 
Fired Pizza. Check them out 
and have some delicious wood 
fired pizza this weekend on 
Friday and Saturday from 5-9 
p.m. They are located at 6106 
Rollins Rd in Acton. Thank 
you for joining the Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce.

Scan QR code to visit The Grove 
Wood Fired Pizza on Facebook.

HOME IN ON MORE BUYERS

PLACE YOUR AD TO RUN IN PRINT AND ONLINE AT CLASSIFIEDS.HCNEWS.COM



SATURDAY, July 22, 2023 Hood County News A3  

www.hcnews.com

OUR MISSION: The Hood County News shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that educates,  
enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.

CLASSIFIED

Have a car to sell?  Want to  
rent your house? Planning a 
garage sale?

Phone:  (817) 573-7066

Metro:  (817) 279-9718

Toll Free:  (1-800) 588-7066

Fax:  (817) 279-8371

email: classads@hcnews.com

Classified billing questions? 
Call 817-573-7066 and ask for 
classified billing.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Saturday issue:  
10 a.m. Wednesday

RETAIL  
ADVERTISING

P.O. Box 879
1501 South Morgan St., 
Granbury, Texas 76048

hcnews.com

Hood County News
A Hyde Media Group, LLC Company

CIRCULATION

For delivery or billing questions, subscriptions 
and vacation stops call, (817) 573-7066 or (817) 
279-9718

Managing Editor 
CLAUDIA PEREZ RIVAS
claudia@hcnews.com 

Senior Staff Writer 
KATHY CRUZ

kcruz@hcnews.com

Staff Writer 
ASHLEY INGE

ashley@hcnews.com

Staff Writer 
EMILY NAVA

emily@hcnews.com

Designer
HILARY McALLISTER
hilary@hcnews.com

Digital Technologies 
WADE BLAKE

wade@hcnews.com

Publisher

SAM HOUSTON
sam@hcnews.com

For more information:  
(817) 573-7066 or (817) 279-9718

136 YEARS  

IN HOOD COUNTY

USPS 249-520
P.O. Box 879, Granbury, Texas 76048

Phone: (817) 573-7066
Fax: (817) 279-8371

The HOOD COUNTY NEWS is published at 1501 S. Morgan 
St., Granbury, TX 76048 weekly on Saturdays. Periodicals postage 
paid at Granbury, Tx. 76048. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the HOOD COUNTY 
NEWS, P.O.  Box 879, Granbury, Tx. 76048. Any erroneous reflection 
upon character, standing or reputation of any person, firm or 
corporation, which may occur in the HOOD COUNTY NEWS will 
be gladly corrected once brought to the attention of publisher 
or editor. The publisher is not responsible for copy omissions or 
typographical errors that may occur other than to correct them in 
the nearest issue after it is brought to his attention and in no case 
does the publisher hold himself liable for damages further than 
the amount received by him for actual space covering the error. 
The HOOD COUNTY NEWS is an award-winning member of the 
Texas Press Association, North & East Texas Press, West Texas Press 
and National Newspaper Association.

Delivery in county:  Granbury, Lipan, Tolar, Paluxy, 
Cresson, Bluff Dale, Glen Rose, Rainbow and Nemo

1 Year  $65
2 Years $125

1 Year, digital  $50
1 month, digital $14.95

Delivery to remainder of Texas: 

1 Year $85
2 Years $160

1 Year, digital  $50
1 month, digital $14.95

Delivery to out of state:

1 Year $100
2 Years $190

1 Year, digital  $50
1 month, digital $14.95

Comptroller
STEPHANIE HYDE

stephanie@hcnews.com

Marketing Consultant
HEIDI GEBHARDT

heidi@hcnews.com

Marketing Consultant
KAREN CHANDLER
karen@hcnews.com

Marketing Consultant
MADISON LAZARO

madison@hcnews.com

Classifieds
NANCY PRICER

classads@hcnews.com

Almost 30 years ago, I was 
in the horse business and 
owned a significant num-
ber of equines. There were 
several stallions as well as 
broodmares and performance 
show horses. I loved it when 
the mares would foal out and 
I could witness the innocence 
of their babies. Watching 
them stand for the first 
time or learning to walk and 
run was so interesting and 
amusing. 

Once foals were placed out 
in the pasture to graze and 
exercise, I was reminded of 
watching human children go-
ing to kindergarten. The foals 
would run, play, annoy and 
aggravate the other foals and 

their mothers. They would 
learn from the other animals 
as they experienced their new 
surroundings. It was always 
interesting to watch a foal 
ease over and try to nurse 
off a mare other than their 
mother and see the mare turn 
and gently bite or “cow kick” 
the intruder to teach it to stay 
with its own mom. A lesson 
learned.

It was spring, the grass had 
just turned green, and I had 
let three, two-year-old fillies 
out into a small pasture of 
about 10 acres. The field had 
a board fence around the pe-
rimeter so there was no fear 
of the young horses getting 
caught up in a wire fence or 

barbed wire. There was 
a pond for the horses to 
drink from, and the grass 
had to be tantalizing to 
the youngsters who had 
been eating nothing but 
hay or grain all winter. The 
pasture even had a little 
stand of tightly bunched 

trees which would provide 
some shade if the spring sun 
became too warm.

I led the horses from the 
barn, through the pasture 
gate, removed their hal-
ters and turned them loose. 
Immediately they took off 
running as a group, kick-
ing up their heels, bucking, 
nickering, and in general, 
celebrating life. It was spring 
and it was obvious they felt 
good about being out in the 
sunshine with plenty of grass 
to eat. It only took a short 
time before all three horses 
had their heads down, con-
tent with their surroundings 
and the fresh grass they were 
consuming.

I went about my chores, 
only occasionally glancing at 
the three. After completing a 
few additional tasks, I went to 
the house to grab a morning 
cup of coffee, only to be inter-
rupted by one of the farm-
hands. All he could say was, 

“You are not going to believe 
this!”. 

As I quickly followed the 
farmhand towards the pas-
ture, my mind raced. Had 
one of the horses stepped in 
a hole and broken a leg? Did 
a dog or a coyote run them 
through the fence? My heart 
was pounding!

As I got closer, I could see 
two of the horses facing and 
staring at the third. She was 
also standing in the middle 
of the little clump of trees. 
From a distance the situa-
tion looked innocent enough. 
What was the farm hand talk-
ing about?

As I got to the trees, it was 
clear what had happened. 
Years ago, two of the trees 
had sprouted only a few feet 
apart. Over time they had 
grown to nearly 20 feet high, 
but their trunks at the base 
were only 30- or so inches 
apart. The young animal had 
been grazing and thus had 
its head down as it walked 
along and ate. It grazed be-
tween the two trees and kept 
grazing and moving forward. 
The problem was that once 
the horse moved forward, 
the trunck of the two trees 
touched the horse’s sides. A 
horse’s natural reaction when 

startled is to run. When this 
mare felt something touch its 
sides, it became startled and 
ran forward. Unfortunately, 
the space between the two 
trees was so small the horse 
could not pass. This made 
matters worse, because 
when the horse felt like it 
was stuck, instinct told it to 
run forward to get free, and 
it became even more stuck. 
Now the horse was wedged so 
tightly between the two trees 
that it could not move at all!

I will never be able to rep-
licate the glance my young 
horse gave me when I arrived. 
Her look was a mixture of em-
barrassment, fear, and being 
ashamed for having gotten 
themselves in such a position. 
While I was concerned for my 
mare’s health and welfare, 
it was also hard not to laugh 
at the predicament. A horse 
stuck in a tree?

After assessing the situa-
tion, I tried to push the horse 
back through the opening to 
no avail. The mare was sim-
ply wedged too tightly. I tried 
dishwashing soap, but even 
its slippery nature was not 
enough to free the impris-
oned equine. It finally came 
down to either cutting down 
one of the trees or getting the 

tractor and placing a rope 
around the horse to pull the 
horse backwards towards 
freedom.

Turns out the tractor did 
a pretty good job of freeing 
the animal. The horse had a 
few scrapes on its side but 
was otherwise uninjured. For 
me, I learned that horses can 
somehow find a way to get 
themselves in trouble seem-
ingly no matter what precau-
tions you take. They are just 
as curious as us humans and 
just as apt to get in trouble.

From that time on the 
young mare and I had a bond. 
It is like she understood I had 
rescued her and perhaps she 
was hoping I would not tell 
the other horses of her em-
barrassing situation. I never 
told this story to an outsider 
until the horse had passed. 
Friends don’t tell on their 
friends…do they?

Thought for the day: Do 
something good and no one 
sees it. Do something embar-
rassing and it feels like it is 
going to be on the national 
news.

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com | 
817-573-7066, ext. 260

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.

BY SAM HOUSTON

You’re kidding me…a horse stuck in a tree?

T
here is something unique about the re-

lationship between a human being and a 

horse. Like all emotionally satisfying con-

nections, the relationship between man 

and horse is based on trust, communication, and ac-

ceptance. Over time the horse learns to speak “hu-

man” and the man learns to speak “horse”.

Say hello to our neighbor, Carol Grigston!

Carol and her husband Al moved to Granbury last year. 
They love living here because there are so many fun and 
meaningful things to do in Granbury. After visiting Carol’s 
sisters who live here, the couple fell in love with Granbury 
and settled here permanently following Al’s long Army 
career. Hood County’s rich history, lake activities, arts, 
entertainment, theater, and shopping were all part of the 
drew for the Grigston’s. Carol feels it’s very important she 
gives back to the community, she started at Stonewater 
Church on Sundays, then she heard about the need for vol-
unteers at the Salvation Army. Then came co-chair for the 
Daughters of the American Revolution silent auction. Carol 
will be serving with others on the Wreaths Across America 
local committee. Carol’s newest opportunity and passion 
is working as an administrative assistant to the amazing 
Mary Flores in the Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary GAP 
program. She also volunteers with the Paluxy River CAC 
when there is a need. Carol says she loves the Hood County 
News and its talented staff. “I’m not one to say I’m retired, 
let someone else do it,” Carol said. “Hood County News 
keeps us so well informed about what’s happening and the 
groups that make up our county.”

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Carol Grigston

Folksaround town

engagement, phase three fo-
cuses on assessing the needs, 
phase four will look at the 
development of recommen-
dations, and phase five will be 
implementation of action. 

In 2020 the City of 

Granbury updated the Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space 
Master plan to improve proj-
ects, funding opportunities 
and recommendations for ex-
pansions and improvements 
to serve the community.

“We saw that we needed 
more information on trail 
systems, we needed updating 
on existing systems, enhanc-

ing of existing systems, and 
looking at new routes for the 
future,” Mclain said. 

 Since that adoption, the 
city has created a new park 
loop trail as well as trail ame-
nities including educational 
signage, nature themed play 
elements and benches located 
in Lambert Branch Park. 

“Many requirements have 

to be fulfilled, so it can be 12 
months after it’s awarded be-
fore you ever start any shovel 
in the dirt work,” Mclain said. 
Looking to the future, resi-
dents of Granbury can expect 
to see changes if awarded the 
grant within the next couple 
of years. 

GRANT
FROM PAGE A1

TxDOT seeks public input for projects in Texas
Staff Reports

As the Texas population 
continues to boom, TxDOT is 
drafting a record-breaking 10-
year transportation plan and 
now the public is invited to 
weigh in on the projects pro-
posed in their communities.

To help guide transporta-
tion projects over the next 
decade, TxDOT is seeking 
public input on the draft 
2024 Unified Transportation 
Program (UTP), the state’s 
10-year transportation plan. 
The draft 2024 UTP totals 
$100 billion, which is $15 bil-
lion more than the 2023 plan. 
The increase primarily comes 
from growth in revenues 
from Proposition 1 (passed in 
the 2015 legislative session) 
generated by oil and gas sev-
erance fees dedicated to high-
way improvements.  

“The UTP is TxDOT’s road 
map to developing projects 

across the state,” TxDOT 
Executive Director Marc 
Williams said. “It’s important 
to work with our transporta-
tion partners and hear from 
the public to guide transpor-
tation improvements that ad-
dress congestion and enhance 
safety.”

Projects included in the 
UTP will improve safety, ad-
dress congestion and connec-
tivity, and preserve roadways 
for Texas drivers. The UTP 
also addresses public trans-
portation, maritime, aviation, 
rail, freight and international 
trade, and bicycle and pedes-
trian connectivity.

The virtual public meeting 
was held on July 6 at 2 p.m. 
(CST) and a virtual public 
hearing will be held on July 25 
at 2 p.m. The public may join 
the meeting and hearing by 
phone or online via https://

www.txdot.gov/projects/
planning/utp/utp-public-in-
volvement.html

The draft 2024 UTP pub-
lic comment period began 
Friday, July 7, 2023, and will 
end Monday, Aug. 7, 2023, 
at 4 p.m. (CDT). There are 
multiple ways to comment 
throughout the process, and 
they can all be found on the 
Public Involvement section of 
TxDOT.gov, along with re-
cordings and presentations 
from each meeting and hear-
ing. Comment forms are also 
available in English, Arabic, 
Cantonese, Hindi, Mandarin, 
Spanish and Vietnamese.

The UTP is updated annu-
ally, and TxDOT works with 
its transportation partners 
to identify projects to be 
included. Public comments 
and feedback are a very im-
portant part of developing 

the plan. Available in English 
and Spanish, a UTP Fact 
Sheet provides an overview 
of the program.

The Texas Transportation 
Commission approves the 
UTP annually in accordance 
with Texas state law at its 
August commission meeting 
and publishes the approved 
UTP on TxDOT.gov.

The Texas Department of 
Transportation is responsible 
for maintaining 80,000 miles 
of road and for supporting 
aviation, maritime, rail, and 
public transportation across 
the state. Through collabora-
tion and leadership, we de-
liver a safe, reliable, and inte-
grated transportation system 
that enables the movement of 
people and goods.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
COMING TOGETHER  

REGARDLESS OF DIFFERENCES
The 4th of July parade 

in Granbury is a wonderful 
event. I participated in the 
Democratic float for the sec-
ond year in a row. Our theme 
was “Liberty and Justice for 
All”. Unfortunately, being a 
Democrat in Granbury can 
be uncomfortable, and even 
dangerous. 

As we marched down the 
streets and around the his-
toric square of our town on 
the 4th of July most people 
cheered and waved as we 
sang songs and threw candy 
to the children. There were 
even a few small groups 

who happily yelled to us, 
“We didn’t know there were 
Democrats in Granbury!” Of 
course, there were small rude 
groups of people who would 
boo us, but as we rounded 
the square by Granbury Live 
the negative reactions from 
the crowd became very loud. 
It started at one end of the 
street and spread all the way 
down the block. Some of 
the loudest protesters were 
church groups. “BOO! You’re 
ruining our country!” This 
was vicious and mean.

How can people behave this 
way about their own neigh-
bors and fellow Americans? 
We braved the heat just like 

everyone else. One of my 
young friends who was walk-
ing with our float said that 
she got a sinking feeling in 
the pit of her stomach and 
was visualizing the worst that 
could happen.

Our country was founded 
on freedom for all people, 
regardless of political per-
suasion, religion, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, or gender 
identification. 

We’re still here. Let’s come 
together in Love, not Hate.

Sherry Johnson
Granbury

GUIDELINES
Email letters to sam@hc-

news.com. Letters must in-
clude author’s first and last 
name, and home address. 
Specific address will not be 
published.

Writers are limited to one 
letter every 30 days.

Letters should be 500 
words or less. All letters are 
subject to editing. All sub-
missions to the Hood County 
News will become the proper-
ty of the Hood County News. 
Letters to the Editor will ap-
pear in the Saturday edition 
of the Hood County News.

Questions: Call 817-573-
7066 or contact Publisher 
Sam Houston.

STAY CONNECTED AT HCNEWS.COM
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The top graphic shows the housing market statistics for June 2023 in Hood County. Above graphic shows the 2nd quarter housing report for Hood County. Bottom left shows 
the housing report for the 2nd quarter of 2023 in Hood County. The bottom right shows the June 2023 housing report for Hood County.

TO SUBMIT 

CALENDAR ITEMS

 Information should be 
submitted at least two 
weeks prior to the event 
for consideration. The 
Community Calendar is 
a free listing in the Hood 
County News to inform 
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprof-
it events. The event should 
be open to the public 
and free to attend. Email 
the who, what, when and 
where. Include the meet-
ing location and a street 
address for the location. 
The topic for the meeting, 
program or guest  
speaker must be included. 
Email to: 
calendar@hcnews.com. 
Calendar information 
runs in chronological 
order as space is 
available. 

HCNEWS.COM

JULY

TUESDAY, JULY 25

MID CITIES Stamp Club-
Granbury Branch will meet 
on Tuesday, July 25 at 7 p.m. 
at the Bentwater Activities 
Center located at 1800 Emer-
ald Bend Court in Granbury. 
Activities: Pitcairn Islands 
from the Bounty to British 
Overseas Territory by Gary 
McNamee. For more informa-
tion call 817-910-8174.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26

SIGNATURE BEAUTY Bar 
& Fashions 6th Anniversary 
Sparkle & Shine Soiree will 
be held at Diamond A Ranch,  
9855 Lipan Hwy, Lipan, from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. To reg-
ister, please call 817-219-9899.

THURSDAY, JULY 27

MARINE CORPS League 
Detachment 1297 will hold 
its monthly meeting at the 
American Legion Hall located 
at 3409 Davis Rd. in Granbury. 
Chow is at 18:00, meeting 
at 19:00. Marines, FMF Navy 
Corpsman/Navy Chaplains 
Memberships available. As-
sociate memberships also 
available. all hands welcome. 
Semper Fidelis. 682-498-3250

FRIDAY, JULY 28

HOOD COUNTY Hospital 
District Board of Directors 
regularly scheduled meet-
ing will be held at noon in the 
Annex I meeting room, 202 
Deputy Larry Miller Dr. For 
more information, please call 
817-579-3200.

SATURDAY, JULY 29

SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST 

Church will be having a Craft 
Fair & Garage Sale on Satur-
day, July 29, from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in their air-conditioned 
gym at the Southside Baptist 
Church located at 910 Paluxy 
Rd. in Granbury. For more in-
formation call 817-573-1462.

CALENDAR

Hood County
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 81.6%
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144 in June 2023

Days on market 50
Days to close 27

Total 77
22 days more than June 2022
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It was from Hap that Roger 
“Cotton” Howell, Hood 
County’s justice of the peace 
for Precinct 1, learned that in-
tegrity “is who you are when 
nobody’s looking.”

“My dad was an amazing 
man,” said the three-term 
elected official.

During his years on the 
bench, Cotton, who asked 
that he be referred to 
throughout this article by 
his first name, has possibly 
been watched more, and by 
more people, than his father 
ever was. It’s probably safe 
to say that with every case 
presented in his court, one 
party, maybe even both, left 
unhappy with his decision or 
with the way he ran his court. 
But in a county where politics 
is a rough-and-tumble game, 
Cotton has developed a repu-
tation for refusing to play. He 
has not been soiled by mud-
slinging, perhaps because he 
has refused to engage in it.

In more ways than one, his 
departure at the end of his 
term will be the end of an era.

By his own admission un-
savvy in the ways of social 
media, the former longtime 
rodeo judge chose a recent 
Commissioners Court meet-
ing rather than a Facebook 
post to announce that he will 
not seek re-election. He stated 
that he was making the an-
nouncement as a courtesy 
so that anyone wanting to 
seek that office would have 
time to prepare and mount a 
campaign.

The filing period for the 
2024 spring primary election 
will open on Saturday, Nov. 
11 and run through Monday, 
Dec. 11.

Although the filing period 
is still months away, some 
have already announced their 
intention to run for public of-
fice. County offices that will 
be on the ballot in 2024 are 
district attorney; county com-
missioner, precincts 1 and 3; 
sheriff; tax assessor-collec-
tor; county attorney; peace 
justices for precincts 1 and 
4; and constables for all four 
precincts. 

As he prepares to head 
home to his woodshop and 
his wife Carolyn, Cotton is 

also preparing to leave the 
staff on whom he relies: office 
manager Sissy Freeman, clerk 
Cameron Cozart and part-
time clerk Courtney Robbins.

“Whatever gold sold for this 
morning, they’re more valu-
able to me, and to the county, 
than that,” he said of the 
women.

Probably few people, in-
cluding Cotton, would have 
thought that the young-
est child of Hap and Beulah 
Howell would one day wear 
a judge’s robe. Hap had only 
a third-grade education be-
cause he was forced to work 
the family farm after his fa-
ther died. Beulah had only a 
sixth-grade education.

Cotton, 71, was more for-
tunate. He completed all 12 
grades in public school. He 
also had a couple years of col-
lege under his belt when he 
took office in January 2013. 
He speaks candidly about 
things in his background that 
made him an unlikely candi-
date for a robe and a gavel.

Before taking the bench in 
the JP courtroom at the Ralph 
H. Walton Jr. Justice Center, 
Cotton appeared at the coun-
ter of the justice of the peace 
office more than once to pay 
traffic fines related to rushing 
his kids and niece from one 
rodeo to another. He remem-
bers paying a $186 traffic 
ticket at former longtime JP 
Martin Castillo’s office, who 
later became his friend and 
colleague.

Roads, both literally and 
figuratively, have played an 
important part in Cotton’s 
life.

Years ago, while driving 
to Groesbeck in his pickup 
truck, Cotton, whose first 
marriage had ended in di-
vorce, suddenly pulled over 
to the side of the road and 
prayed for God to take con-
trol of his life.

It was truly a “Jesus, Take 
the Wheel” moment, but for 
Cotton, it wasn’t a joke or a 
corny country song. He meant 
it.

When Cotton pulled back 
onto the road, he knew his 
life was going in a different 
direction.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

Cotton was born and raised 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
He was the youngest of four 
children. His now-deceased 
sister Ann was the oldest of 
the siblings. Oldest brother 
Dean is also deceased, but 
Wayne, an equine veterinar-
ian known as “Doc,” is alive 
and well and, on one occa-
sion, rang up his little brother 
as Cotton was delivering a 
guest sermon at Triple Cross 
Cowboy Church.

As for Cotton’s childhood, 
it was happy, and he knew 
he was loved. His nickname 
came from his white hair and 
the fact that a family friend 
always affectionally referred 
to him “Little Cotton Picker.”

“I had the best parents in 
the world,” Cotton said of his 
upbringing. “You know, they 
were just common farmer-
country people. But my mom 
and dad both had integrity. 
We didn’t go to church, or 
anything like that, but they in-
stilled the idea that there was 
a God and that his son was 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
savior. And I grew up with 
that, not that I paid much at-
tention to it most of my life, 
but it was always there.”

Cotton left Albuquerque 
immediately after graduating 
from high school.

“I graduated on a Friday 
night. Saturday morning, I 
got on an airplane to Ocala, 
Florida to exercise race-
horses,” he said. “Somebody 
in our family always had 
racehorses.”

In 1970, Hap and Beulah’s 
boy joined the U.S. Marines, 
serving until 1974. He was 
stationed in Japan, Vietnam, 
and the New River Air Station 
in North Carolina where 
he participated in rodeos 
through a regional rodeo 
association.

Cotton bought a “car act” 
from a rodeo clown who was 
getting out of the business 
and worked as a rodeo clown 
for the next three or four 
years.

“I really enjoyed that,” he 
said. “You get a chance to just 
be goofy and get paid for it.”

After a while, though, 
Cotton missed competing. He 
started riding saddle broncs 
in rodeos.

Upon leaving the Marine 
Corps and the rodeo as-
sociation, Cotton moved 
to Oklahoma. He attended 
Oklahoma state for a cou-
ple of years but left col-
lege to shoe horses. He 

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace Cotton Howell, whose parents did not finish grade school, has worn a 
judge’s robe in his years-long service to Hood County. 
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of a Marine

After three terms in office, Justice of the 
Peace Cotton Howell to hang up his robe

Case closed

BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff Writer

O
scar “Hap” Howell — the “Hap” was 

short for “Happy” — was an unedu-

cated man where formal schooling was 

concerned, but he was the wisest man 

his youngest son has ever known.

PLEASE SEE COTTON | A6
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The center focuses on 
providing resources for 
at risk youth and families 
in need of support. The 
center provides support 
through many programs 
and educational activities 
that benefit not only stu-
dents but also parents, all 
at no cost. 

“Ranchos’ primary 
platform is preventive 
education and in any 
way that we can prevent 

abuse and neglect and 
children, household fam-
ily violence, substance 
abuse and any preven-
tive education safety we 
can provide,” Sharla Caro 
Executive Director said. 

With over 20 years of 
operation the center has 
grown tremendously. The 
start of the center was a 
small tent that was just 
a vacation bible school, 
which evolved into a 

small building then into a 
habitat home. After a tor-
nado wiped through the 
center in 2013, the build-
ing was destroyed. When 
rebuilt, the building 
was made three times 

its original size. 
“That was identified 

after the tornado that 
the community definitely 
needed more larger spac-

EMILY NAVA | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The center is located at 3701 Sundown Trail, Acton, TX 76049. 

THE

of

2019

RUNNER-UP

eventually went back into the 
racehorse business, living near the 
Texas-Louisiana border not far 
from Delta Downs.

When the 69th Texas Legislature 
enacted the Texas Racing Act 
in 1986, establishing the Texas 
Racing Commission, Cotton moved 
to Granbury to be near Trinity 
Meadows Race Track in Willow 
Park.

Eventually, he left the shoeing 
and racehorse business and took 
a different road, doing something 
completely different. He went to 
work for Hood County in the main-
tenance department.

WINDING ROAD

As a member of the county’s 
maintenance team, Cotton had a 
chance to visit every county office. 
By doing so, he met county em-
ployees. He saw them working and 
learned about their departments.

In 2012, the JP office that served 
Precincts 1 and 2 split, creating the 
need for an additional peace jus-
tice to serve the growing county. 
Cotton’s friends from the county 
encouraged him to run for the 
seat, he said. After some thought 
and prayer, he decided to do it. 
He beat a Republican challenger 
in the primary and went on to win 
the November election in a county 
where there is rarely a Democratic 
candidate on the ballot.

It was an odd turn of events, but 
in Cotton’s view, it was just another 
result of that spontaneous pullover 

on the road to Groesbeck.
He can’t tell you the day or the 

year that it happened, but he still 
remembers which tree he stopped 
under. Although he was attempting 
to live as a Christian, he had never 
prayed for God to come into his life.

A few missteps along the way 
almost cost Cotton his driver’s li-
cense but he still has his marriage 
license. He and his beloved Carolyn 
have been married for more than 
30 years.

Cotton helped raise his stepson, 
David Sanford, from the time the 
boy was 11. Sanford is now a game 
warden in Louisiana raising a son, 
Marcus, with his wife, Kizzy.

Cotton’s son Shawn owns a tap 
room in Fort Worth. He and his wife 
Margaret have two sons, Kingston 
and Ivan.

With less than a year and a half 
to go until he heads home for good, 
the peace justice knows that life 
always goes on. Work in the JP-1 
office will continue with a newly 
elected official at the helm.

“I’ll miss these folks,” he said 
of his staff and others who work 
for the county. “This has been a 
great job. This has probably been 
the best job I’ve had my whole life. 
There’s been a couple of people 
that have put things on Facebook 
about, you know, they wish they’d 
find me in a bar ditch somewhere. 
But that’s okay. That’s their pre-
rogative. But I’ve enjoyed working 
here. I’m blessed.”

kcruz@hcnews.com |  
817-579-1886

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS FILE PHOTO

Roger “Cotton” Howell was all smiles the night he won the Republican primary in 
the Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace race. He has held that seat for a decade.

COTTON
FROM PAGE A5

Rancho Brazos Community Center: 
Offering a future with hope

“Our goal is to leave the world better than we found it” 

BY EMILY NAVA

Staff Writer

T
he Rancho Brazos Community 

Center is a nonprofit center for at-

promise families in the Ranch Bra-

zos, Sandy Beach, and Park 377/

Carter Court communities. 

PLEASE SEE RBCC | A7

Thanks to Kubota, the center now has their own garden 
where they grow fruits and vegetables. 
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OAG conducts operations to tackle illegal spam calls
Submitted item

The Office of the Attorney 
General (OAG) has an-
nounced that Texas, along 
with the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) and a 
coalition of law enforce-
ment partners nationwide, 
is conducting Operation 
Stop Scam Calls to combat 
the nationwide problem of 
illegal telemarketing and ro-
bocalls by which companies 
and scammers target and 
harass U.S. consumers. 

The joint state and fed-
eral law enforcement sweep 
aims to deter and punish 

illegal telemarketers and 
anyone else who enables 
their unlawful conduct, 
including the companies 
who hire them, lead genera-
tors who provide them with 
consumers’ contact infor-
mation, and the Voice over 
Internet Protocol (“VoIP”) 
service providers who 
transmit their calls to U.S. 
consumers.  

By joining this coalition, 
the OAG aims to protect 
the people of Texas from 
deceitful telemarketing 
companies and the nuisance 
of spam calls. As part of 
Operation Stop Scam Calls, 

the OAG previously filed a 
multistate lawsuit against 
Michael D. Lansky, LLC, 
which does business under 
the name Avid Telecom, its 
owner Michael Lansky, and 
its vice president Stacey S. 
Reeves for the alleged ini-
tiation and facilitation of 
billions of robocalls, includ-
ing hundreds of millions of 
unlawful calls made to num-
bers in Texas. 

The OAG also shut down 
a massive Texas-based ro-
bocall operation in March 
2023, securing judgments 
totaling over $244 million 
against two individuals op-

erating an illegal robocall 
scheme that affected mil-
lions of Americans. 

Alongside Texas and the 
FTC, other contributing 
law enforcement agencies 
include the attorneys gen-
eral from all 50 states and 
the District of Columbia, 
the Social Security 
Administration Office of 
the Inspector General, U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service, 
the U.S. Department of 
Justice, and the Federal 
Communications 
Commission. 

The OAG provides more 
information on preventing 

phone scams here.

Guidance from the FTC  
can be found here. 

es to serve out of. Through 
COVID we identified a need 
for more space to be able 
to serve at a higher volume. 
When I started here, we 
maybe served 400 people 
a year, and now we serve 
considerably more than 
that,” Carrol said. 

The center has many 
resourceful programs 
such as their after-school 
program for kindergar-
ten through 12th grade 
students. The program fo-
cuses on academic enrich-
ment where they focus on 
all sorts of topics. Another 
program offered is Parents 
Café. The program allows 
conversations to be had 
with other parents and es-
tablish a community within 
a community as well as to 
build friendships. There is 
also a big focus on men-
tal health awareness. The 
center recently started 
a program called seek-
ing safety, which is a teen 
support group. They learn 
coping skills, how to deal 
with grief, PTSD, anger and 
much more. They also part-
ner with Cook Children’s as 
well as Community Health 
Collaborative. There is also 
a rehoming program where 
families are looking for 
items for their home. 

“One thing that we 
pride ourselves on here at 
Rancho is coming along-
side a family and meeting 
the needs building them up 
so that they become self-
sufficient and that opens 
a space for a new family 
to come in and be served. 
With these families we’ve 
established a relationship 
with and build that trust 
with, we’ve heard some 
families speaking about 
re-engaging their children 
in school after having been 
withdrawn,” Carrol said.

Rancho has a big proj-
ect in the works that they 
are beyond excited for. 
Thanks to the help from 
Commissioner Jack Wilson, 
the center was able to agree 
to a 99-year lease for $1 per 
year, which Commissioner 
Wilson paid for. 

“Once that happened 
there was a chain of events. 
We had the opportunity 
to apply for $100,000 
grant through Kubota and 
we won,” Jan Neal Board 
President said. 

After the grant was 
awarded, the vision was 
created, and plans were 
drawn up. Five phases were 
planned for the future of 
the center. The first phase 
focuses on a community 
garden, phase two mod-
els the launch for the new 
Douglas Long Outreach 
Center, and phase three 
focuses on an indoor recre-
ation center. 

“In the last month, we’ve 
finally been able to break 
ground and start moving 
dirt. The vision is coming 
to reality, which is really 
cool to see play out the 
way we had all hoped and 
dreamed. It’s with the love 
from the community that’s 
what’s making this vision 
really come true,” Neal 
said. 

The soon-to-be 5-acre 
space has been prepared 
for a pad to be laid. The 
center also created a small 
building committee to stay 
updated on the progress of 
the new space. 

Ranchos also has a big 
fundraising event “Wild, 
Wild West” coming up on 
Aug 3. The event will fea-
ture live music, cornhole 
and horseshoe tourna-
ments, bingo, raffles, cater-
ing by Natty Flats Barbecue 
and much more. Tickets 
are $65 per person. The 
event will take place at 
Oasis Tranquillo located 
at 950 Williamson Road in 
Granbury. All proceeds will 
go towards the programs at 
Rancho.  

The center always wel-
comes donations, mon-
etary as well as pantry do-
nations, furniture, clothes 
and household goods. 

“If there is any church or 
neighborhood that would 
like to do a pantry drive, 
were always welcome to 
that,” Caroll said.

To volunteer at the cen-
ter or for more informa-
tion, visit their website at 
ranchobrazoscommunity-
center.org, call 817-910-
8144 or email rbccs2019@
gmail.com. 

RBCC
FROM PAGE A6Excessive heat warning: Knowing 

the effects and how to stay safe

Governor Abbott announces statewide 
film friendly Texas workshop

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
expands statewide disaster response network
Agency expands, realigns Disaster Assessment and Recovery 
unit to enhance programming, response capabilities

Staff reports

Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott announced a state-
wide Film Friendly Texas 
Workshop to be held virtual-
ly on Thursday, August 10. 
The workshop, hosted by 
the Texas Film Commission, 
is open to community repre-
sentatives from across the 
state interested in learning 
about the media production 
industries of Texas and how 
to become Film Friendly 
Texas certified to attract 
new jobs and investments.

“In promoting Texas as 
a premier moving image 
production destination, the 
Texas Film Commission has 
attracted $1.95 billion in 
local spending and created 
more than 183,000 produc-
tion jobs across the state 
from 2007 to 2022,” Abbott 
said. “By completing the 
Film Friendly Texas training 

and certification process, 
certified communities are 
prepared to help match lo-
cal businesses with produc-
tion-related needs, stimu-
lating the local economy 
by creating jobs for Texas-
based crew members and 
local residents, as well as 
creating on-site spending at 
local businesses.”

The statewide Film 
Friendly Texas Workshop is 
being held virtually and in 
partnership with the city of 
Marfa, a Film Friendly Texas 
certified community, along 
with Visit Big Bend.

Marfa and the Big Bend 
Region have long been fea-
tured in films, including 
Giant in 1956, No Country 
for Old Men in 2007, and 
Abilene in 2022. As noted 
in a recent Variety feature 
about the burgeoning film 
industry in Texas, coopera-
tion between Texas com-

munities is one secret to 
the success and growth 
of the Film Friendly Texas 
program: “A production bol-
stering the local economy 
by filming in a particular 
town disseminates those 
spending dollars into the 
next, paying for lumber, 
food, and lodging in the 
surrounding areas. The eco-
nomic boost links the com-
munities together.”

The target audience for 
this workshop is commu-
nity representatives who 
will serve as the commu-
nity’s point-of-contact for 
facilitating media produc-
tion requests. Most commu-
nities choose a member of 
their city or county gov-
ernment, Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Chamber 
of Commerce, or Economic 
Development Corporation.

This workshop includes 
presentations from Texas 

Film Commission staff and 
discussions with media in-
dustry professionals in the 
region addressing topics 
such as:
 Media production 

as an economic develop-
ment opportunity for your 
community
 What to expect when 

working with different 
types of media productions
 How to create filming 

guidelines and permit sys-
tems for your community
 How to facilitate and ex-

pedite production requests
 How filming locations 

are chosen
 How to take and sub-

mit photos of potential 
filming locations in your 
community
 Understanding loca-

tion agreements, produc-
tion insurance, and other 
documents
 Film tourism opportuni-

ties for your community

The Statewide Film 
Friendly Texas Workshop 
Virtual, co-hosted by the 
city of Marfa and Visit Big 
Bend will take place on 
Thursday, August 10, 2023, 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

For registration and ad-
mission information, please 
visit: gov.texas.gov/film/
page/fftx_workshops

For more than 50 years, 
the Texas Film Commission 
has helped communities 
across Texas grow local jobs 
and economies by promot-
ing the Lone Star State as 
the premier destination for 
film, television, commercial, 
animation, visual effects, 
video game, and extended 
reality (XR) production. For 
more information about the 
Film Friendly Texas pro-
gram, visit: gov.texas.gov/
film/page/fftx_overview

Submitted item

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service Disaster 
Assessment and Recovery, 
DAR, unit is expanding its 
statewide disaster prepared-
ness, response and recovery 
efforts following the  ap-
propriations to support the 
“Keeping Texas Prepared” 
initiative in the 88th legisla-
tive session.

“The expansion of AgriLife 
Extension Service’s Disaster 
Assessment and Recovery 
unit will benefit the entire 
state,” said John Sharp, 
Chancellor of The Texas 
A&M University System. “We 
learned valuable lessons 
from Hurricane Harvey and 
the Commission to Rebuild 
Texas, and we know we can 
accomplish more for our 
state when agencies work 
together for emergency re-
sponse and recovery.”

“As we further unify the 
geographic and program-

matic abilities of our DAR 
unit, AgriLife Extension will 
continue to serve as an inte-
gral part of our state’s capac-
ity to prepare and respond 
to disaster and to assist local 
recovery,” said Rick Avery, 
Ph.D., Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service director. 
“Through the strength of 
our statewide agent net-
work, we continue to oper-
ate as a force multiplier, 
under the direction of Texas 
Department of Emergency 
Management, TDEM, to serve 
the growing needs of Texans 
in all 254 counties. We are 
grateful to our state lead-
ers for providing resources 
to strengthen our agency’s 
work in support of local ju-
risdictions, our sister agen-
cies and FEMA emergency 
support functions.”

An expanding effort to 
reflect the growing Texas 
population

To fulfill the increased 

responsibilities granted by 
the Texas Legislature, the 
DAR unit will restructure to 
bolster its disaster prepared-
ness, response and recov-
ery capabilities statewide to 
more closely align its efforts 
with the state’s disaster dis-
tricts and other Texas A&M 
University System Disaster 
Response and Recovery 
Agencies including the 
Texas Division of Emergency 
Management, TDEM, 
Texas A&M Forest Service, 
Texas Veterinary Medical 
Diagnostic Laboratory and 
the Texas A&M Engineering 
Extension Service.

The DAR unit responded 
to 12 in-state and one out-
of-state deployments for 
the 2021-2022 fiscal year. 
In June alone, the DAR unit 
was deployed in multiple 
counties affected by severe 
weather and tornados in the 
Panhandle, Rolling Plains 
and East Texas. 

In total, DAR plans to 
add 13 positions. This will 
increase the total amount 
of field agents embed-
ded across the state to 28. 
Additionally, DAR will add 
three area chiefs who will be 
assigned to oversee the 28 
agents along with a logistics 
coordinator and recovery 
coordinator.

The first phase of hiring 
new positions began July 
10. The new organizational 
infrastructure is effective 
Sept. 1.

‘Unique’ agent statewide 
network

With a presence in all 254 
Texas counties, AgriLife 
Extension has embedded 
local teams built from the 
communities they serve. 
This layered, comprehensive 
AgriLife Extension network 
positions DAR to offer one 
of the most unique and ef-
fective disaster response in-
frastructures nationwide.

“Across AgriLife 
Extension, our county strike 
teams and unit leadership 
collaborate with DAR field 
positions to significantly 
augment manpower, coor-
dinate supplies and assist 
in distribution of these sup-
plies to the hard-hit areas,” 
said Monty Dozier, Ph.D., 
DAR unit coordinator, Bryan-
College Station.

Dozier commended the 
work of all agents over the 
past several years. He said 
from hurricanes and tor-
nados to extreme drought 
and winter storms, AgriLife 
Extension has always an-
swered when Texans call.

“We are grateful for our 
agents, staff in county of-
fices and centers statewide,” 
Dozier said. “It’s a true bless-
ing to work alongside the 
AgriLife Extension agent net-
work, always ready to lend a 
hand wherever needed.”

BY EMILY NAVA

Staff Writer

The National Weather 
Service issued an excessive 
heat warning July 12 for 
multiple counties in Texas 
including Hood. 

The temperatures that 
fall under an excessive heat 
warning are a range from 95 
degrees to 109 with a heat 

index of 105 degrees to 114. 
The average high tempera-

ture for Hood County in July 
is about 97 degrees and a 
low of 74 degrees. 

“This extreme heat we 
have been feeling is due 
to the Gulf of Mexico has 
been extremely warm which 
causes the air to be more 
humid. The fact that we’ve 
had good soil moisture and 

rain for some made the heat 
index brutal,” Evan Andrews 
FOX4 Meteorologist said. 
“We’ve had a heat index over 
115 many times. I can never 
remember a summer like 
that… even the hot ones,” 
Andrews said. 

With such dangerous tem-
peratures, it is important 
to know the signs of heat 
related illnesses such as 

heat stress, heat rash, heat 
exhaustion or in more severe 
cases, heat stroke, and who 
can be affected.

Heat stress is a milder 
related heat illness that oc-
curs when the body’s tem-
perature regulating system 
is overwhelmed or over-
worked. This can be a result 
of working in extreme heat 
mixed with improper hydra-

tion. Outdoor workers, those 
who are 65 years or older, 
pregnant women, those over-
weight, people with heart 
disease, or who have high 
blood pressure are more at 
risk. 

Warning signs of heat 
stress include fatigue, ex-
cessive sweating, thirst, 
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Classifieds

1050

Homes for Sale

1510

Apartments for Rent

STORAGE
10x10, $75
10x20, $125
682-279-1570

Apartment, Cabin 1 bedroom , bath
and kitchen. $700, utilities included.
Available Aug.21st. (817) 776-2319

1540

Homes for Rent

SINGLE FAMILY HOME - GRANBURY
Brick 3/2/2, Close to town, small pet
okay with deposit. 1750 a month,
1000 deposit. 603 Ranch Rd. (817) 219
-8718

1/1 CABIN in Glen Rose. W/D hook-
ups. Vaulted ceilings in den. 720 Sq ft
$925/mo $500 dep. Water/sewer in-
cld. 2 pet limit with $200 non-refund-
able dep each (254) 386-7387

2010

Automobiles

Cadillac DTS, 2010, 68,700 miles,
loaded, black with gray leather in-
terior. Best offer. 214-862-4116.

2070

Pickups & SUVs

2004 Silver Chevy Trailblazer with
less than 127,000 miles $5,000

call Roy Cooper AKA Pops
(817) 578-4744

5240

Masonry

ANYTHINGWITH STONE
*RetainingWalls *Patios

*Houses *Repairs *Flower Beds
*Planting *Bobcat Work

*Tornado Shelters
*20+ years *Senior Discount

Insured (817) 919-4487

AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK
*Sidewalks *RetainingWalls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces

No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK

Clean-outs, French Drains, and

French Pit. Free Estimates.

We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

5270

Sand/Gravel/Soil

SAND AND GRAVEL
Will haul sand, gravel, top soil,

road base, etc.
Call Carroll, (817) 219-2436

5280

Roofing

ROOF HAIL DAMAGE?

Resdential and Commercial
FREE Roof Inspections

A+ BBB Rating
Repairs from $125

All types repairs and reroofs, shingles,
metal, flat, hot tar,

torch down, TPO, rubber.
Granbury since 1978
Alpine Roof Systems

817-296-2880

6010

Boats & Water Sports

17’ 2007 Hurricane boat, 115 hp
Yamaha motor, 4 stroke, motor
needs work. $4100 OBO 817-487-
8946.

6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM: We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL

DENOMINATIONS.

Call 817-559-3131

Ladies boots, size 7, new, still in
boxes: white with front zipper,
white fur around zipper; paper bag
bootie, side zipper, charcoal; dingo
slough w/ harness, tan. Beautiful
handbags. White Puma shoes, 7,
worn once. Signature Levi Strauss
jeans, totally shaping 22M, W36,
L32, never worn, some with tags.
817-986-7291, Mary

MEANS MEATS Certified Angus beef
for sale! High choice/prime beef: grain
fed, aged, antibiotic free, hormone
free. Available July & August. Call to
reserve your whole or half beef. Craige
(254-977-2790) Jay (254-977-2379)

6630

Musical Instruments

For sell Yamaha electronic piano. (817)
910-8422

6670

Wanted

LOCAL BUYER-Buying used or in
need of repair: 5th wheel or
bumper pull campers, pontoon,
fishing or larger boats, pickups
and cars, trailers, cargo trailers,
compressors, propane tanks,
forklifts, tractors and farm
equipment, misc. Call local resi-
dent Dan at 817-629-7531.

5110

Construction

Carpenter, framing carpenter or
carpenter crew needed Lipan, TX.

Call (254)646-2697 or email
tjswagyucattle@gmail.com

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC

NO JOBS TOO SMALL! (817) 613-
1465, (817) 266-7239

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.

Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

5170

Fencing

MAX-FENCING
All Types of Fence

Ornamental. Iron. Pipe. Wood.
Privacy. Chain Link. Farm. Barb
Wire. Non-Climb Fence. RV Cov-
ers. Metal Buildings. Pipe Fence.

Carports. Welding Service.
Dock Repairs. Free Estimates.

(817)559-2333
maxjuarez2018@gmail.com

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION

Since 1970.
Quality cedar fences.

Redwood patio pergolas.
Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

FENCING

254-434-1967

5200

Home Improvement

COUNTRY BOY HANDYMAN

DECK, PERGOLAS,

CARPENTRY, PAINTING & MORE.

(682)234-7852

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair

Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939

Dependable, Affordable Choice!

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS
New construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial,

residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Replace light fix-
tures, ceiling fans, leaky faucets,
new furniture assembly, blind in-
stallation, light carpentry, punch
lists, and other odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

SNODGRASS PAINTING

AND REMODELING, INC One Stop
Shop

A-Z Construction & Painting
A+ BBB Member

Accepting Credit Cards
snodgrasspaintingremodeling.com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

PROFESSIONAL TILE SERVICE
~ Premier Designs ~

Exceptional showers with 25 yr
warranty. Complete bathroom re-
modeling. Dustless tile/wood floor
removal. Concrete countertops.
Knowledge * Patience * Integrity.
www.PremierDesigns4u.com 817-

905-4441 Free Estimates.

CONSTRUCTION
Trench digging, Bobcat work, Land
clearing, Brush Hog mowing, Tree
work, Excavating, Gravel driveways,
Demo and haul-off. Free estimates.
Call Keith 817-559-0100

5210

Home Services

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT

GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

SHORT CUT
Lawn Care Service

SHORT CUT LAWN CARE
Tree and Bush trimming.
Flowerbed Maintenance.
Brush hauling, weedeat,

blowing, mowing, leaf cleanup.
Call or text for free estimate.

817-736-5671

CALL FOR SPECIALS

Tree work, gutters. Flower beds,
shrubs. Brush hogging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE Serving
Hood County more than 8 years

with 19 years Exp. Professional, de-
pendable, competitive prices. Free

estimates. (817)395-3490

TEXAS TREE CARE

Proudly serving Hood County
longer than any other tree service.
Third generation arborist. Pruning,
removals, sick tree diagnoses, root
zone fertilization, Oak Wilt injec-
tions, stump grinding, tree hazard
inspection and mistletoe removal.
We are your tree care professionals.
Free estimates and senior discount.
Residential & Commercial, Free Es-
timates.

(817) 894-9449
TexasTreeCare@yahoo.com

2080

Vans & Campers

2005 SOUTHWIND 32V 63,000 8.1
Chevy; 2slideouts;2roof a/c;leveling
jacks;4dr.,refrig.satellite;2tv;r;5.5
kw gen. $34,900. 661-478-4432.

3030

Feed & Pasture

Custom hay baling and hay for sale.
(817)688-0550 or (817)253-7369

5070

Cement/Concrete

PATTERSON CONCRETE
Quality Work with Pride. Professional

Craftsmanship. 817-219-7483.

SINCE 1970

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
andmore. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450
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Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm

Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday

Saturday issue, 10am Thursday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers

Free classified ads. Miscellaneous 

items up to $100. Some restrictions 

apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 

vehicle for only $59.95. The ad will run 

until it sells or up to 2 months.

Classified Advertising Cost
Classified ads for the Wednesday & 

Saturday editions are $16 per week 

for 4 lines for less. Each 

additional line is $2.25. Your ad will 

also appear on www.hcnews.com 

during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to check their 

ad immediately after it 

appears in the paper and report at 

once any error found. Claims for 

adjustment should be made at that 

time. The Hood County News is 

responsible for an incorrect ad only 

the first time it runs, so check your 

ads carefully.

817-573-7066

CALL 817-573-7066 AND GET RESULTS • HCN CLASSIFIEDS ON THE WEB: WWW.HCNEWS.COM/CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY

Real Estate for Sale

1010 Acreage for Sale
1020 Cemetery Lots
1030 Commercial for Sale
1040 Duplexes for Sale
1050 Homes for Sale
1060 Waterfront Homes
1070 Lots for Sale
1080 Mobiles for Sale
1090 Waterfront Mobiles
1100 Real Estate Notes
1110 Townhomes & Condos
1120 Property For Trade
1130 Want To Buy

Real Estate for Rent

1510 Apartments for Rent
1520 Commercial for Rent
1530 Duplexes for Rent
1540 Homes for Rent
1550 Mobiles for Rent
1560 Rooms for Rent
1570 Roommates Wanted
1580 Spaces & Lots
1590 Townhomes & Condos
1600 Want to Rent

Vehicles

2010 Automobiles
2020 Parts & Accessories
2030 Big Trucks & Trailers
2040 Classic Automobiles

2050 Four-Wheel Drive
2060 Motorcycles
2070 Pickups & SUVs
2080 Vans & Campers
2090 Trailers
2095 Heavy Equipment

Farm & Ranch

3010 Corrals & Fencing
3020 Farm Equipment
3030 Feed & Pasture
3040 Stock Trailers
3050 Related Items

Finance

4010 Business Opportunities
4020 Insurance
4030 Investments
4040 Mortgages & Notes

Home & Business Services

5010 Adult/Elderly Care
5020 A/C Heating Repair
5030 Appliance  Repair
5040 Automotive Services
5050 Bulldozer Services
5060 Business Services
5065 Carports
5070 Cement/Concrete
5075 Chimney Sweeping
5080 Child Care
5090 Cleaning Services
5100 Computer Services

5110 Construction
5120 Clock Repair
5130 Dock repair/Rebuild 
5140 Electrical
5150 Electronics Repair
5160 Exterminating
5170 Fencing
5180 Floor Coverings
5190 Health Care
5200 Home Improvement
5210 Home Services
5220   Landscaping/Tree Service
5230 Interior Design
5240 Masonry
5250 Mobile Home Service
5260 Moving/Hauling
5265 Plumbing
5270 Sand/Gravel/Soil
5280 Roofing
5290 Painting
5295 Pressure Washing
5300 Septic/Sewer
5310 Small Engine Repair
5320 Secretarial/Office
5330 Storage
5340 Tractor Service
5350 Welding

Sports & Recreation

6010 Boats & Water Sports
6020 Recreation
6030 Golf
6040 Guns
6050 Hunting/Fishing
6060 Pools & Spas

6070 RV’s/Travel Trailers
6080 Sporting Goods

Merchandise

6510 Antiques
6520 Appliances
6530 Arts & Crafts
6540 Building Materials
6550 Computers
6560 Electronics
6570 Firewood
6580 Furniture
6590 Health
6600 Air Conditioners
6610 Lawn Equipment
6620 Miscellaneous
6630 Musical Instruments
6635 Pocket Stuffers
6640 Portable Buildings
6650 Tools
6660 Trees
6670 Wanted

Education

7010 Tutor/Instruction
7020 Music
7030 Computer
7040 Art Instruction

Livestock & Pets

8010 Livestock
8020 Livestock Lost & Found
8030 Pets
8040 Pets Lost & Found

Employment

8510 General
8520 Construction
8530 Food Services
8540 Medical/Dental
8550 Office Employment
8560 Professional
8570 Sales
8580 Salon Personnel
8590 Employment Wanted
8600 Employment Information
8610 Carpool Information

Notices

9010 Happy Notes
9020 Free
9030 Public Notices
9040 Notices
9050 Personal Lost & Found
9070 Card of Thanks

Public Sales

9570  Auctions
9580  Flea Markets
9590  Out of Town Sales
Cresson Garage Sales 76035
Granbury Garage Sales 76048
Granbury Garage Sales 76049
Lipan  Garage Sales 76462
Tolar  Garage Sales 76476

Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Saturday issue, 10am Wednesday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. 
Miscellaneous items up to $100. 
Some restrictions apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $65.95. the ad 
will run until it sells or up to 2 
months.

Place your ad online at 
www.hcnews.com, call 
817-573-7066, or visit us at 
1501 S. Morgan St.

Classified Advertising 
Cost
Classified ads for the 
Saturday edition are $17.60 
per week for 4 lines or less. 
Your ad will also appear on 
www.hcnews.com during the 
ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to 
check their ad immediately 
after it appears in the paper 
and report at once any error 
found. Claims for adjustment 
should be made at that time. 
The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect 
ad only the first time it runs, 
so check your ads carefully

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR SALE

10
50 Greg Willis, Broker. Call: (817) 894-1013.

Granbury's Original Full Service $avings Realtor!
26 Years Experience!
Over 1450 Homes Sold!
Broker & Company Born in Granbury!
Over 275 5-Star Reviews at WillisReviews.com

Texas Real Estate Savings

BestListingRate.com

1050

Homes for Sale

Subscribe Today!

817-573-7066

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR RENT

 VEHICLES

The HCN 

Classifieds...

Measuring up to
your expectations

one ad a time.

 FARM &
 RANCH 

 HOME & 
 BUSINESS
  SERVICES

stay connected — hcnews.com

5200

Home Improvement

Subscribe 

Online

www.hcnews.com/
subscribe

 SPORTS &
 RECREATION 

Local. Honest. Community.

The paper you 
love brought to 
life in print, on 
your desktop, 
tablet, and smart 
phone. 

817-573-7066
hcnews.com/subscription

 MERCHANDISE

CLASSIFIEDS

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians, 
Mechanics, 
Carpenters,

Painters, 
and more...

w w w. h c n e w s . c o m
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8010

Livestock

Eggs, chickens, roosters and lots of
pullets for sale. (817)964-9065, 3800
Paluxy Hwy, Granbury.

8030

Pets

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

ANIMAL PLANET’S JACKIE BIBBY
OF RATTLESNAKE REPUBLIC

WILL BE HOSTING THE 23nd Annu-
al Snake-Proofing

Seminar Hunters, working dog/
pets. Snake-proof your dog August

26, 2023.
Click on Snake-Proofing Seminar at

www.carringtonkennels.com
or e-mail to:

carringtonkennels@gmail.com
(254)835-4010 or (817)776-1117

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact
Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

8510

General

EDUCATION - CREATIONS CHILD
CARE Now hiring fun, loving, reli-
able teachers. Must have High
School diploma or equivalent.
(817) 573-2808 GRANBURY.CREATI
ONS@GMAIL.COM

GUTTER INSTALLERS
Must have current DL.
Experience preferred.

Immediate openings available.
Call: (817) 243-6560

WE’RE HIRING!

MINERAL WELLS AND SURROUNDING
AREA POSITION

Santo Propane is looking for a full-
time propane delivery route driver for
our Mineral Wells and surrounding
service area.

Basic duties include delivering
propane to residential and commer-
cial customers in a safe and efficient
manner; while also maintaining
records with regulations and company
procedures.

Candidate should possess a Class A
CDL License, Tanker Endorsement,
Hazmat Materials Endorsement and
be able to pass a drug screen. (Rail-
road Commission License would be a
plus!)

Please contact 254-646-2237 for more
information regarding this position.
You may also come by our Lipan or
Granbury location to fill out an appli-
cation.

You can email completed application
and resume to the following email:
monty@santopropane.com

WE’RE HIRING!

GRANBURY AND SURROUNDING
AREA POSITION

Santo Propane is looking for a full-
time propane delivery route driver for
our Granbury and surrounding service
area.

Basic duties include delivering
propane to residential and commer-
cial customers in a safe and efficient
manner; while also maintaining
records with regulations and company
procedures.

Candidate should possess a Class A
CDL License, Tanker Endorsement,
Hazmat Materials Endorsement and
be able to pass a drug screen. (Rail-
road Commission License would be a
plus!)

Please contact 254-646-2237 for more
information regarding this position.
You may also come by our Lipan or
Granbury location to fill out an appli-
cation.

You can email completed application
and resume to the following email:
monty@santopropane.com

Needing gutter installer or
helper for local seamless gutter
company. 817-994-8778.

Granbury ISD is currently looking for
full-time and substitute CAFETERIA
employees to join our outstanding
team for the 2023-2024 school year.
Only responsible and qualified candi-
dates need apply. Criminal back-
ground checks and fingerprinting will
be required. Starting pay is $15 per
hour for full time and $14/hour for
subs, with excellent benefits, includ-
ing health insurance and retirement.
Apply online at www.granburyisd.org.
Granbury ISD is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

- EXPERIENCED POOL CLEANING
TECH C & C Pool Service is currently
looking for an experienced pool
cleaning tech. Will consider train-
ing the right person but prefer ex-
perienced. 4 day work week,12
pools per day. Top pay for right in-
dividual. Must have own trans-
portation. If interested please call
Holli at 432-288-5574 (432) 288-
5574

8540

Medical/Dental

NOW HIRING

EEOC    kamii_minchew@csnhc.com

Charge Nurse 
LVN / RN

Certified  
Medication Aide

Certified 
Nurse Aide

Come be a part of a caring team 


301 S. Park St • 817-573-3726 
Granbury, Texas

8560

Professional

AGRICULTURE/FORESTRY/FISHING
- WILDLIFE CONSULTANT

Large Hood County Ranch search-
ing for Wildlife Consultant.
Includes deer, fish, dove, ducks, dif-
ferent types of birds, and interest-
ing grass and flowers. Qualified
and interested applicants, please
send resume and references to
roranchemail@yahoo.com

North Central Texas Academy is
seeking chemistry/math teacher,

assistant volleyball coach and assis-
tant basketball coach. Full and part

time positions available.
Apply at https://www.northcentralt
exasacademy.org/about-hhfa/em-
ployment/teacher-application/

8590

Employment Wanted

GRANBURY MEDICATION DELIVERY
DRIVER NEEDED

We are looking for a dependable, reli-
able, individual to deliver pharmacy
medication to local residences.
Part time work Monday-Friday (No
Weekends) Pickup twice a day at
10am and 3:30pm.
This position is great for someone who
is a retiree, a stay-at-home mom, or
currently does other delivery services.
Please Text RYAN at 210-249-8040
with your NAME, NUMBER, AND LOCA-
TION.

 LIVESTOCK 
 & PETS 

 EMPLOYMENT

GRANBURY

Crew Members $14/HR

Flexible schedule hours 
between 10am - 10pm

Start a career with DQ TODAY!

APPLY ONLINE:
www.richesondq.com

HELP WANTED

8510

General
8510

General

The City of Granbury has Full Time
open positions for Senior Planner, First
Class Lineman, Parks Laborer, Utility
Equipment Operator, Utility Line Loca-
tor, Light Equipment Operator, Water
Plant Operator. The city offers a com-
petitive starting salary, depending on
qualifications and experience, and a
full range of leave and insurance ben-
efits. The city participates in the Texas
Municipal Retirement System at a 7%
employee deposit rate with a city
matching ratio of 2:1. A detailed job
description and employment applica-
tion can be found at
www.granbury.org or 116 W Bridge St,
Granbury, TX. EOE
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Professional

817-573-7066

classifieds.hcnews.com

TexSCAN Week of 
July16-22, 2023

ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-

ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 

Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 

www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION

California couple promises baby warm, loving home. 

Secure future, educational opportunities. Generous 

living expenses paid, relocation possible. Rob and 

Katrina 714-729-3014 or attorney 310-663-3467.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 

now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

EVENTS

NARO – National Association of Royalty 

Owners Convention, July 26-29, San Antonio, 

Learn How To Better Manage Your Minerals. Over 

19 sessions: ‘Mineral Law 101’,’How To Read 

Surveys & Plats’, ‘Property Transfers & Estate 

Planning’,’Operators: Friends or Enemies?’ Register  

online: WWW.NARO-US.ORG/EVENT-5151387. 

Call to register: (918) 794-1660.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 

and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 

Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 

offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 

Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-

1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Need help with your retirement plan? If you have 
questions about your pension, 401(k) or profit sharing 
plan, call the South Central Pension Rights Project at 
800-443-2528 to get free legal advice. Funded by the 
U.S. Administration on Aging, SCPRP staff provides 
free legal assistance to anyone with a question about 
their retirement plan. Call us today 800-443-2528.

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

 WANTED

We buy cars, trucks, SUVs. We love classics:  
Broncos,  Corvettes, Camaros, heavy duty trucks! Any 
conditions! Send pictures and the lowest price you 
would take to 832-693-2335. We pick up, we pay cash!

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads
Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads
Start at $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. 

We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 

or the Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Free

JUNK REMOVAL We haul your clutter
off. Appliance removal to entire house
cleanouts. Reasonable rates and fast
service. (817) 578-5510
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Public Notices

Application has been made for a
Private Club Registration Permit for
Starr Hollow Private Club, Inc., a
domestic non-profit cor­poration
doing business as Starr Hollow
Club, located at 5717 Starr Hollow
Court, east side, 8 miles north Int.
Hwy. 377 and Hwy. 201, Tolar,
Hood County, Texas, Martha V.
Leonard, President, Madelon L.
Bradshaw, Vice President, and John
H. Maddux, Secretary. Said applica-
tion has been made to the Texas Al-
co­holic Beverage Commission in
accordance with the provisions of
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Proper-
ty Code, Guardbox Storage in
Granbury, which is located at 1400
Weatherford Hwy., Granbury, TX
76048, will hold a public auction of
property being sold to satisfy a land-
lord’s lien online at www.
Storagetreasures.com. The auction
will end on or around 11:00 A.M. on
August 1, 2023. Property will be sold
to the highest bidder. A $100.00 cash
deposit for removal and cleanup will
be required. Seller reserves the right
to withdraw property from sale. Prop-
erty being sold includes contents in
spaces of the following tenants:
Stephanee Liming- golf clubs, chairs,
boxes

Contact Guardbox Storage-Granbury
817-573-2416

Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a WINE AND MALT BEV-
ERAGE RETAILER'S OFF-PREMISE
PERMIT by RICHARD TARNOFF dba
LET IT BRIE, to be located at 2441 E
HWY 377, SUITE 107, GRANBURY,
HOOD, Texas. OWNER is RICHARD
TARNOFF.

The FEMA Region 6, Regional Adminis-
trator announces a Public Meeting for
the Comanche Peak Nuclear Power
Plant (CPNPP) biennial evaluated exer-
cise. The meeting will be conducted
via Zoom on August 1 at 10:00 with
the following agencies participating:
the Texas Department of State Health
Services (DSHS), Radiation Control
Program; the Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management (TDEM); The
Texas Department of Public Safety;
and both Hood and Somervell County
Emergency Responders. The FEMA Re-
gional Assistance Committee (RAC)
Chair will invite representatives of par-
ticipating Offsite Response Organiza-
tions (OROs), the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC), and other Federal
agencies. Members of the public and
the media are invited to attend this
Zoommeeting.
Meeting URL:
https://fema.zoomgov.com/j/1605701
241
Meeting ID: 160 570 1241
Password: 328170

Granbury Independent School District
is soliciting proposals 2023-16 for Li-
brary Books, eBooks, and Online Sub-
scriptions as well as 2023-17 for CTE
Instructional Supplies.
Bid proposals are available online on

https://granbury.ionwave.net. The
bids are open immediately and will
close July 27th, 2023.
Please contact purchasing manager

Houcine Chraibi or purchasing assis-
tant Bradee Watson with any ques-
tions at (817) 408-4087.

Request for Qualifications
The City of Granbury is requesting
Statements of Qualification (SOQ)
from professional firms for the pur-
pose of providing Sewer Collection
System Smoke Testing Services. Sub-
mission is due by 2:00pm Central
Standard Time on Tuesday, August 8,
2023, at the following address:
City of Granbury Municipal Service
Center
Attn: Purchasing Department/ Christy
Russell
"RFP NO. 22-23-18 sewer Collection
System Smoke Testing Services"
401 N. Park Street
Granbury, TX 76048
Inquiries regarding this RFQ should be
directed to Purchasing Manager, at
817-570-7030 or
crussell@granbury.org. The docu-
ments may be obtained from the City
of Granbury website or by emailing
the purchasing department at
purchasing@granbury.org starting on
Monday July 17, 2023, at 1:00pm.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons
interested in the Estates of CHRISTO-
PHER ADAM MONINGER, Cause No.
P10121, County Court of Hood County,
Texas.
CANDACE MONINGER in the above

numbered and entitled estate filed an
Application to Determine Heirship and
declare who are the heirs and the only
heirs of the said Estate of CHRISTO-
PHER ADAM MONINGER, deceased,
and their respective shares and inter-
ests in this Estate.
Said application will be heard and

acted on by said court at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration of ten days from date of
publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury,
Texas.
All persons interested in said estate

are hereby cited to appear before said
Honorable Court at above mentioned
time and place by filing a written an-
swer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of

said court at office in Granbury, Texas
this 13th day of July 2023.
KATIE LANG
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By/s/CHRISTINE LEDERMANN, Deputy
Clerk

LEGAL AD
A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, August 8th, 2023, at 9 a.m. during
the Hood County Commissioners’
Court in the Central Jury Room of the
Ralph H. Walton Jr. Justice Center,
1200 West Pearl Street, Granbury,
Texas. The Commissioners’ Court will
meet to discuss, consider, and take ap-
propriate action on the concept plan
for PALUXY VALLEY ESTATES, located
at 11819 Baker’s Crossing Rd, Bluff
Dale, TX

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons
interested in the Estates of DAKODAH
HORTON, Cause No. P10038, County
Court of Hood County, Texas.
CYNTHIA JAN HORTON in the above

numbered and entitled estate filed a
Second Amended Application to De-
termine Heirship and declare who are
the heirs and the only heirs of the said
Estate of DAKODAH HORTON, de-
ceased, and their respective shares
and interests in this Estate.
Said application will be heard and

acted on by said court at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration of ten days from date of
publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury,
Texas.
All persons interested in said estate

are hereby cited to appear before said
Honorable Court at above mentioned
time and place by filing a written an-
swer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of

said court at office in Granbury, Texas
this 14th day of July 2023.

KATIE LANG
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/CHRISTINE LEDERMANN, Deputy
Clerk

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons
interested in the Estates of SHARON
ANN STEELE, Cause No. P09793, Coun-
ty Court of Hood County, Texas.
SANDY GATES BUGBEE in the above

numbered and entitled estate filed an
Application to Declare Heirship and
declare who are the heirs and the only
heirs of the said Estate of SHARON
ANN STEELE, deceased, and their re-
spective shares and interests in this Es-
tate.
Said application will be heard and

acted on by said court at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration of ten days from date of
publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury,
Texas.
All persons interested in said estate

are hereby cited to appear before said
Honorable Court at above mentioned
time and place by filing a written an-
swer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of

said court at office in Granbury, Texas
this 14th day of July 2023.
KATIE LANG
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/CHRISTINE LEDERMANN, Deputy
Clerk

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
H. T. Martin, Deceased, were issued on
June 28, 2023 in Cause No. P10064,
pending in the County Court of Hood
County, Texas, to: Tammy Dawn
Payne.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Pamela A. Walker
201 E. Bridge St.
Granbury, Texas 76048

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Ancillary Letters Testamentary for the
Estate of JANICE W. SOUDBASH, De-
ceased, were issued on July 6, 2023, in
Cause No. Pl 0021, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
to: STEVE F. SOUDBASH.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law:
Estate of Janice W. Soudbash
c/o: Steven G. Kuban
Attorney at Law
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
Rummage Room Open Tues & Thurs,
8am-2pm, First Sat. of the month 9am
-1pm 306 Kings Plaza. 817-573-7801.

ESTATE SALE: GRANBURY 4007 SCENIC

HILL LN. 76048 .- ESTATE/MOVING

SALE, FRI/SAT 7/21 & 7/22 - TOOLS,

FURNITURE, CHINA, LOTS OF GOOD-

IES! GREAT DEALS!

5469 Lake Granbury Trail- Moving
Sale! Fri & Sat July 21 & 22, 8am-5pm.
Beds-twin & full, lots of things.

 NOTICES

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR AN AIR QUALITY STANDARD PERMIT FOR  
PERMANENT ROCK AND CONCRETE CRUSHERS 

 

PROPOSED AIR QUALITY REGISTRATION NUMBER 173326 
 
APPLICATION.  Bng Services, LLC, 10260 Westheimer Road Suite 211, Houston, TX 77042-3109 has applied to the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for an Air Quality Standard Permit, Registration Number 173326, 
which would authorize construction of a permanent rock and concrete crusher. The facility is proposed to be located at the 
following driving directions: From the intersection of Texas Highway 4 and South Caddo Street, travel East for 
approximately 1.7 miles. Turn right on Gas Plant Court. Travel South for approximately 0.65 miles to find the site entrance 
on the right. Cross over the cattle guard to enter property. Crusher is approximately 1 mile South on Oilfield Road, in 
Lipan, Hood County, Texas 76462.  This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a 
public courtesy and not part of the application or notice.  For exact location, refer to application. 
https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-98.010717,32.490161&level=13.  This application was submitted 
to the TCEQ on July 11, 2023.  The executive director has determined the application was technically complete on July 
14, 2023. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT.  Written public comments about this application may be submitted at any time during the public 
comment period.  You may submit public comments either in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 
Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087, or electronically at 
www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/.  Please be aware that any contact information you provide, including your name, 
phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public record.  The deadline to 
submit public comments is 30 days after newspaper notice is published. 
 
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS.  A written response to all relevant comments will be prepared by the executive director 
after the comment period closes.  The response, along with the executive director’s decision on the application, will be 
mailed to everyone who submitted public comments and requested to be added to the mailing list.  The response to 
comments will be posted in the permit file for viewing. 
 
The executive director shall approve or deny the application not later than 30 days after the end of the public comment 
period, considering all comments received within the comment period, and base this decision on whether the application 
meets the requirements of the standard permit. 
 
CENTRAL/REGIONAL OFFICE.  The application will be available for viewing and copying at the TCEQ Central Office 
and the TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth Regional Office, located at 2309 Gravel Drive, Fort Worth, Texas  76118-6951, during 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, beginning the first day of publication of this notice. 
 
INFORMATION.  For more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the Public 
Education Program toll free at 1-800-687-4040.  Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 
 
Further information may also be obtained from Bng Services LLC, 10260 Westheimer Road Suite 211, Houston, TX 
77042-3109, or by calling Mr. Aaron Hertz, Environmental Consultant at (512) 709-4251. 
 
Notice Issuance Date:  July 17, 2023 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The following Public Hearings will be
considered by the PLANNING & ZON-
ING COMMISSION of the City of
Granbury on Monday, August 14,
2023, at 6:00 p.m. The Public Hearings
will also be considered by the
GRANBURY CITY COUNCIL on Tuesday,
September 5, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. All
Public Hearings will be held within the
Council Chambers of Granbury City
Hall, 116 W. Bridge Street, Granbury,
Texas.

1. PL-2022-05, Request of Vaquero Ac-
ton Highway Partners, LP to Final Plat
a 1.403-acre tract of the Joshua Minett
Survey, Abs. #353 as Lot 1, Block 1 Va-
quero Acton Pl. This property is locat-
ed at 5642 Acton Hwy.
2. PL-2022-16, Request of Joe Faust on
behalf of QT South, LLC to Replat Lot
4, Block 2 of the Luton Ranch Addition
as Lot 4R, Block 2 of the Luton Ranch
Addition. The property is located east
of the intersection of Meander Rd. and
E. Hwy. 377.
3. PL-2022-17, Request of Tony Cal-
loway, to Final Plat a 6.231-acre tract
of the Milam County School Land Sur-
vey, Abs. #348 as Lots 1-4, Block 1 of
Corridor 51 Business Center Addition.
The property is addressed as 1109 and
1211 Weatherford Hwy.
4. PL-2022-23, Request of Jason Britt
to Final Plat, a 59.801 acre tract of the
Joshua Minett Survey, Abs. #351, B.W.
Perkins Survey, Abs. #445 as Lots 1-6,
Block 15, Lots 1-30, Block 16, Lots 1-
32, Block 17, Lots 1-16, Block 18, Lots 1
-10, Block 19, Lots 1-7 & Common Area
I, Block 20, Lots 1-16, Block 21, Lots 1-3
& Common Area H, Block 22, Lots 1-
31, Block 23, Lots 1-12, Block 24 Lots 1
-34, Block 25, and Lots 1-32, Block 26
of the Saratoga Phase 3 & 4 Addition.
The property is located approximately
3000 feet south of the intersection of
Saratoga Blvd. and E. Hwy 377.
5. PL-2022-29, Request of CRB Asset
Management to Replat Lot 1 Block 1
of Enterprise Addition as Lot 1R, Block
1 Enterprise Addition. The property is
located south of Old Granbury Road,
approximately 135 feet east of Opal
Ct.
6. Z-2023-02, Request of Tryon Devel-
opment Corp. to rezone a 15.147-acre
tract of the Milam County School Land
Survey, Abs. #348 from Planned Devel-
opment [PD] to Residential - 7,000 [R-
7]. The property is located at the
southwest corner of the intersection
of Nettie Baccus Rd. and Loop 567.
7. PL-2023-04, Request of Tryon Devel-
opment Corp. to Preliminary Plat a
15.147-acre tract of the Milam County
School Land Survey, Abs. #348 as Lots
1-23, Block 1; Lots 1-27, Block 2 and
Lots 1-15, Block 3 of the Bella Vista Ad-
dition. The property is located at the
southwest corner of the intersection
of Nettie Baccus Rd. and Loop 567.
8. SUP-2021-12, Request of Mary Ann
Williamson for a Specific Use Permit to
allow Single Family, Attached in a
Central Business District (CBD) zoning
district. The property is addressed as
210 E. Ewell St.
9. PL-2021-10, Request of Mary Ann
Williamson to Replat a 0.549-acre tract
of the Milam County School Land Sur-
vey, Abs. #903, known as a part of
Block 8 of the Barton Addn. as Lots 6R-
11R, Block 8 of the Barton Addition.
The property is addressed as 210 E.
Ewell St.
10. PL-2023-15, Request of Jim Tate to
Replat Lot 37 of the Woodcreek Subdi-
vision, Section 4 as Lots 37-R1 and 37-
R2 of the Woodcreek Subdivision, Sec-
tion 4. The property is addressed as
612 W. Woodcreek Ct.
11. Z-2023-08, Request of Manish Ri-
mal to Rezone a portion of Lot 1, Block
1 of the 40RTH Enterprise Addition
from Residential - 8,400 [R-8.4] to
Light Commercial [LC]. The property is
addressed as 1100 W. Pearl St.
12. SUP-2023-19, Request of Manish
Rimal for a Specific Use Permit to al-
low the operation of a "Convenience
Store with Gas Pumps" in a Light Com-
mercial zoning district. The property is
addressed as 1100 W. Pearl St.
13. CP-2023-04, Request of Stacey
Watkins Martin to amend the Future
Land Use Map contained within the
2016 Comprehensive Plan on part of
Lot 2 and part of Lot 4, Block 167 of
the Thrash Addition from Low Density
Residential to Retail/Office. The prop-
erty is addressed as 1001 W. Pearl St.
14. Z-2023-09, Request of Stacey
Watkins Martin to rezone part of Lot 2
and part of Lot 4, Block 167 of the
Thrash Addition from Residential -
10,000 [R-10] to Light Commercial [LC]
. The property is addressed as 1001 W.
Pearl St.
15. CP-2023-05, Request of Jerry
Moore to amend the Future Land Use
Map contained within the 2016 Com-
prehensive Plan on a 2.17-acre tract of
the W.G. Terrell Survey, Abstract # 562
from Retail/Office to Commercial. The
property is addressed as 4426 E. Hwy
377.
16. Z-2023-10, Request of Jerry Moore
to rezone a 2.17-acre tract of the W.G.
Terrell Survey, Abstract # 562 from
Light Commercial [LC] to Heavy Com-
mercial [HC]. The property is ad-
dressed as 4426 E. Hwy 377.
17. Z-2022-03, Request of Sand Hill
Land & Cattle Company. LLC to rezone
a 6.128-acre tract of the Marcus Smith
Survey, Abs.#504 from Light Commer-
cial [LC] to Planned Development [PD]
with a base Multiple Family [PD/MF].
The property is located north of the in-
tersection of Crawford Ave. and Har-
bor Lakes Dr.
18. PL-2022-25, Request of Sand Hill
Land & Cattle Company to Preliminary
Plat a 6.128-acre tract of the Marcus
Smith Survey, Abs. #504 as Lot 1, Block
1 of the Sundance on Lake Granbury
Addition. The property is located
north of the intersection of Crawford
Ave. and Harbor Lakes Dr.

For more information, contact Com-
munity Development at 817-573-
1114, Granbury City Hall, 116 West
Bridge St., Granbury, TX 76048.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Frank Bade
Thieme, Jr., Deceased, were issued

on July 7, 2023, under Docket No.
P10055, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas
to Terri Lee Thieme.
Claims may be presented in care of

the attorney for the estate, addressed
as follows:
Representative,
Estate of Frank Bade Thieme, Jr.
c/o Robin C. Crow
CROW-HENLEY LAW PLLC
9203 Plantation Dr., Ste. 3
Granbury TX 76049
All persons having claims against the

estate, which is currently being ad-
ministered, are
required to present them within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
Dated July 17, 2023
By Robin C. Crow
Attorney For Applicant

The City of Granbury is accepting
sealed competitive bids for the pur-
chase of RO Membranes and Brine
Seals for the Water Treatment Plant
until August 8, 2023, at 3:00 pm CST,
at which time they will be opened
publicly at 401 N Park St. Granbury, TX
76048. Bids should be mailed or hand-
delivered to the City of Granbury Mu-
nicipal Service Center at 401 N. Park
Street, Granbury, TX 76048.

City of Granbury Municipal Service
Center
Attn: Purchasing Department
"Granbury Water Treatment Plant Ro
Membranes and Brine Seals RFP No.
22-23-19"
401 N. Park Street
Granbury, TX 76048

The bid packet and documents will be
available on the City of Granbury web-
site https://www.granbury.org/72/Pur
chasing starting July 24, 2023, at 2:00
pm CST. Specific information regard-
ing this bid shall be requested by, Pur-
chasing Manager at 817-573-7030 or
crussell@granbury.org. The City re-
serves the right to reject any and/or
bids and to waive any formality in
connection therewith.

 PUBLIC SALES
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Walts was in the Rancho 
Brazos Community Centers 
Crossroads for Youth pro-
gram (a private, nonprofit 
treatment agency that serves 
at-risk children and youth) 
when the HCSAC impacted 
her life in a way that she had 
never felt before.

“The Hood County 
Substance Abuse Council is 
how I learned most about 
prevention, substance use 
and misuse, and some of the 
symptoms and dangers,” she 
explained.

Now, at 22, Walts is the 
new program coordinator at 
HCSAC for the Pennies for 
Prevention campaign — an 
idea she came up with to 
provide education on sub-
stance use and prevention 
services to youth in Hood 
County. 

“For me, it’s all about going 
back to my teenage roots,” 
she explained. “When I was a 
teenager and TMAD (Teens 
Making a Difference) was 

going on, they were talking 
to us about these teenagers 
who want nothing more than 
to live beyond what their 
generational cycles have 
taught them, and honestly 
for me, that was the biggest 
thing. 

“I come from a family 
predisposed to poverty, sub-
stance use, and domestic vi-
olence so for me, personally 
hearing that there are people 
who come from the same 
walks of life and can over-
come those generational cy-
cles made an impact on me. 
And if it made an impact on 
me, I want to make that same 
impact for that 14-year-old 
who is looking at their life 
saying ‘There’s no way I’m 
gonna get out of this. What 
do I do?’ I want to be able to 
throw that lifeline and say, 
‘There is a way. Let me help 
you. Come talk to me. I will 
figure it out with you.’”

Additionally, with the 
increase in fentanyl use in 

Hood County, Walts is moti-
vated to start her youth edu-
cation as soon as possible.

“Personally, it’s hitting 
close to home, and I want to 
make sure that Hood County 
remains and stays a healthy 
community where children 
can go outside and play and 
not have to worry about if 
they pick something up off 
the ground and it has some-
thing laced in it,” she said. 
“For me, it’s really just trying 
to connect the Hood County 
Substance Abuse Council 
more into the teenagers and 
into the residents of Hood 
County.”

Starting Tuesday, Aug. 15 
through Friday, Oct. 6 — the 
week before Red Ribbon 
Week — Walts will be collect-
ing money for the Pennies 
for Prevention campaign.

“We’re (launching the 
campaign in) August be-
cause August is Overdose 
Awareness Month, and 
August 31 is International 
Overdose Awareness Day,” 
she said. “We’re actually 
trying to get the square lit 
up purple as purple is actu-
ally the color (for Overdose 
Awareness Month), so even 
by someone wearing purple 
and spreading the word, 
that’s even helping towards 

that campaign as well.”
Walts said proceeds from 

the Pennies for Prevention 
Campaign will go toward 
family engagement activities 
for Red Ribbon Week, plus 
future substance abuse edu-
cation seminars.

She said she also plans 
to collaborate with local 
schools and businesses to 
display change jars around 
the buildings.

“At Hood County 
Substance Abuse Council, we 
are all about collaborating 
with local law enforcement, 
community organizations, 
youth programs, partner 
agencies, individuals, and 
groups to take actions that 
reduce substance use and 
misuse in Hood County,” 
Walts explained. “We want to 
provide education and pre-
vention services to our youth 
of Hood County to confront 
substance use for overall, a 
healthier community.”

She added that although 
Pennies for Prevention is 
the name of the campaign, 
individuals are not limited 
to only pennies for their 
donation.

“It’s not just pennies; it’s 
just one of those catchy little 
things that makes you think 
of money,” Walts said, with 

a chuckle. “But it can be dol-
lars, it can be online, a check 
can be mailed, like, whatever. 
If someone wants to give 
to it, all they have to do is 
contact me and we will find 
a way.”

Anyone wishing to do-
nate to the campaign can 
email Walts at Harley.

WaltsHCSAC@gmail.com.
She added, “(HCSAC) 

helped me stay on the 
straight and narrow, so if it 
helped me, it’s got to help 
another teenager.” 

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243
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SENIOR CARE PROGRAM
 Weekly grocery delivery to homebound seniors.

 Ramps and other safety needs for qualifying seniors.

 Utility and medication support.

Mission Granbury is always
#heretohelp

You know there is suffering you don’t see...

CHOOSE to see.
CHOOSE to help.

Scan QR code to purchase from  
Amazon Wishlist to support our 
SENIOR CARE PROGRAM

STAY CONNECTED AT 
HCNEWS.COM

COURTESY OF HARLEY WALTS

Misty Sklark, left, Hood County Substance Abuse Council program 
director, poses with HCSAC Program Coordinator Harley Walts, right, as 
they promote the launch of the Pennies for Prevention campaign next 
month. 

HCSAC to launch Pennies for 
Prevention substance abuse campaign
BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

H
arley Walts was just a teenager when 

her life changed forever — and it’s all 

because of the Hood County Substance 

Abuse Council (HCSAC). 

headache, dizziness, mus-
cle cramps, and nausea. 
Progression can lead to con-
fusion, fainting, rapid heart-
beat and loss of conscious-
ness. Heat stress can also 
turn into heat exhaustion, 
heat cramps, heat rashes, as 
well as heat stroke. 

Heat rash is when the skin 
becomes irritated due to ex-
cessive sweating due to high 
temperatures and humidity. 
Symptoms include red clus-
ters of pimples or small blis-
ters that usually appear on 

the neck, upper chest, groin, 
under breasts, and in elbow 
creases. 

Heat exhaustion is a higher 
level of heat related illness 
that can occur after several 
days in high temperatures 
and inadequate or unbal-
anced replacement of fluids. 
According to the CDC those 
who are more at risk of hav-
ing heat exhaustion include 
elderly people, those with 
high blood pressure, and 
anyone who works outside in 
a hot environment. 

The signs of heat exhaus-
tion include heavy sweating, 
paleness, muscle cramps, 

tiredness, weakness, diz-
ziness, headache, nausea, 
vomiting, and fainting. 

If left untreated, it can 
progress to heat stroke. If 
symptoms worsen or last 
longer than an hour it is 
important to seek medical 
attention. 

Heat stroke is a form of a 
serious heat-related illness. 
It occurs when the body is 
no longer able to control its 
temperature. Your body tem-
perature will rise quickly, 
and your body will fail to 
produce sweat making you 
unable to cool down. It can 
cause body temperatures to 

rise to 106 degrees or higher 
within 10 to 15 minutes. 
Heat stroke can result in per-
manent disability or death if 
not treated.

Heat stroke warning signs 
can vary from person to per-
son but can include a body 
temperature above 103, 
red hot and dry skin with 
no sweating, rapid pulse, 
throbbing headache, dizzi-
ness, nausea, confusion and 
unconsciousness. 

Other conditions that can 
impact your body’s ability 
to regulate its temperature 
include dehydration, heart 
disease, mental illness, poor 

circulation, prescription 
drug use and alcohol use.

To prevent heat related ill-
nesses, it is important to do 
a few things. Stay cool, hy-
drated and informed.

According to the CDC, it is 
important to wear appropri-
ate clothing such as some-
thing lightweight and loose-
fitting. Carefully schedule 
outdoor activities by going 
outside when it’s coolest 
such as the morning and 
evening hours. Pace yourself 
and take breaks often in the 
shade. Wear sunscreen that 
is SPF 15 or higher and apply 
30 minutes before going and 

continue to reapply. 
Stay hydrated by drink-

ing more fluids even if you 
aren’t more active than usu-
al. Do not wait until you feel 
thirsty to drink. It also helps 
to stay away from sugary 
and alcoholic drinks because 
such can cause you to lose 
more body fluid. 

Stay informed by check-
ing the temperature for the 
week and be on the lookout 
for any warnings posted. 
Knowing the signs of a heat 
related illness can prevent 
you or a loved one from fall-
ing to the dangers of the 
heat. 

HEAT
FROM PAGE A7
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• Residential and Commercial Propane Delivery 

• New Construction Propane Tank Sets

• Service and Repair Work

CALL US TODAY!

LIPAN 254-646-2237 | TOLL FREE  800-448-7803

2411 E. Highway 377

It’s grilling season y’all!! Are your tanks full for 

your BBQ’s, Smokers and Grills? We can assist. 

Please stop by one of our locations to fill as 

many cylinders as you like. Locations off 377 in 

Granbury, off Hwy 281 in Lipan and Stephenville. 

Easy pull in and pull out. Happy Summer!!

NOW HIRING!
Full Time - Propane Delivery Drivers

Mineral Wells, Granbury & Surrounding Area

SANTO PROPANE

www.santopropane.com

Scan or Call Office

We Sell
Granbury

Let’s Talk

817-219-0456

R E A L  E S T A T E

WeSel lGranbury .com

Realtor Felicia Peters talks ‘resource building’ in Leadership Granbury
COMMUNITY BUSINESS

LAKE GRANBURY MEDICAL CENTER

“It gives you a different 
view of different things in 
Granbury,” she explained. 
“I’ve lived in Granbury 30 
years this year, but I didn’t 
know everybody, so it was 
interesting to get to meet 
new people.”

Leadership Granbury is 
a program that creates an 
awareness of community 
resources and needs, en-
hances leadership skills, 

and helps identify future 
leaders, according to the 
website.

By investing in the com-
munity, the program allows 
Hood County business own-
ers, government officials, 
civic leaders, healthcare 
providers, educators and 
more to participate in team 
building exercises and learn 
more about the community 
that they call “home.”

“You have to fill out the 
application, and once they 
accept you, you go one 
morning and have all these 
team building exercises. 
It rained a lot that day, so 
there were a couple of exer-
cises you didn’t have to do, 
which I went ‘Yay,’” Peters 
said, chuckling.

Leadership Granbury be-
gins with a mandatory full-
day retreat that acquaints 
participants with each other 
and the program. The re-
treat is the first step in cre-

ating bonds and friendships 
that will last a lifetime, ac-
cording to the website. 

The course then consists 
of one full-day sessions each 
month — from September 
through May — that offer 
learning opportunities and 
challenge participants to 
become actively involved in 
building a better tomorrow 
for Granbury.

Peters said that her fa-
vorite activity was build-
ing three mobile chicken 
coops for Rancho Brazos 
Community Centers in 
March. 

“I really enjoyed building 
the chicken houses. I got a 
huge kick out of that,” she 
said. “It was rainy and over-
cast that day, but everyone 
worked together well.” 

As she had previously 
completed a realtor leader-
ship program several years 
ago, Peters was already 
acclimated to the type of 
projects and tours that she 
would have to complete in 

Leadership Granbury.
“One day we went to the 

police station, and jail, and 
that was so funny,” she said, 
chuckling. “I was like intimi-
dated going to the jail.”

She explained how she hid 
behind Cheshe Langford of 
Southern Star Market on the 
square — although the plan 
didn’t have quite the effect 
she was looking for, as both 
ladies are five foot two. 

“It was very interesting,” 
she said, chuckling.

The group also got to visit 
the schools and meet Hood 
County Sheriff Roger Deeds 
and Chief of Police Mitch 
Galvan.

“I loved the variety of 
people in the class,” Peters 
added. “We had a number of 
people who were involved 
in the YMCA, and it was in-
teresting to hear the input 
from the number of people 
who worked for nonprof-
its. When they start talking, 
there’s verbiage and a lingo 
that they all get into.”

Peters is currently the bro-
ker/owner of Peerless Realty 
Group — a business that she 
founded in 2017. She has 
been a licensed realtor since 
1999. 

She added that she was 
also surprised at the variety 
of ages from other members 
in the class.

“I’m 68, and there were 
other people in their 60s, 
30s, 40s, and 50s,” she add-
ed. “It was just a very inter-
esting experience all the way 
around.” 

Although anyone is 
eligible to apply or make a 
nomination to Leadership 
Granbury, the board selects 
a maximum of 25 qualified 
individuals every year.

To learn more about 
how to become a part of 
Leadership Granbury, email 
leadershipgranbury@gmail.
com. 

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243

BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

Leadership Granbury is a program that creates an 
awareness of community resources and needs, enhances 
leadership skills, and helps identify future leaders. Every 
week, the HCN will feature one of the 24 graduates of the 
program from the 2022-2023 class. 

A
n unexpected illness almost caused local 

realtor Felicia Peters to be dropped from 

the Leadership Granbury program.

But with a determined attitude and perse-

verance, Peters was able to graduate from a program 

that she describes as being “resource building.” 

COURTESY PHOTO

Felicia Peters.

How to prevent heat exhaustion
Lake Granbury  
Medical Center

Temperatures across the 
United States are rising, and 
so are incidents of heat ex-
haustion. In fact, between 
2016 and 2021, the number 
of patients diagnosed with 
heat exhaustion between 
the months of May and 
September rose by 53%. 

Heat exhaustion is the 
body’s response to an ex-
cessive loss of water and 
salt. Symptoms include diz-
ziness, headache, nausea, 
and muscle cramps and 

the condition is more likely 
to affect the elderly, those 
with high blood pressure, 
and people who work in a 
hot environment, according 
to the Centers for Diseases 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 

If heat exhaustion is left 
untreated, it can cause heat 
stroke, which can lead to 
permanent disability or 
death. 

“We spend more time 
outside in the summer, 
whether that’s working, 
playing or lounging around, 
which increases the risk of 

excessive heat exposure and 
exhaustion,” Nicole Cuellar, 
Nurse Practitioner at 
Lakeside Physicians Internal 
Medicine said. “By under-
standing the symptoms of 
heat exhaustion and how 
to prevent it, you can stay 
safe and healthy all summer 
long.” 

To help prevent heat ex-
haustion, Cuellar recom-
mends the following tips: 

Cover up: When out-
side, wear lightweight and 
loose-fitting clothing, hats, 
sunglasses, and broad-
spectrum sunscreen of at 

least 15 (but 30 to 50 SPF 
is better) to protect against 
sunburn, which affects the 
body’s ability to cool down. 

Keep cool: When the tem-
perature is up, take cool 
showers, go swimming, or 
apply wet towels on the 
neck or forehead to help 
lower body temperature. 

Hydrate: Drink fluids, es-
pecially water, throughout 
the day to stay hydrated. 
Avoid excessive consump-
tion of alcohol and caffeine, 
which can contribute to 
dehydration. 

Stay in the shade: Stay in 

shaded areas or indoors 
during the hottest parts of 
the day, which are usually 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Rest often: If working 
outside or participating in 
outdoor activities, make it a 
point to take regular breaks 
to cool down in a shaded 
area where you can rest and 
rehydrate. 

Spending time outside, 
enjoying the sunshine and 
warm weather is why so 
many people love the sum-
mer, but it can be danger-
ous without the proper 
precautions. 

“If you or a loved one ex-
perience symptoms of heat 
exhaustion, and you can’t 
cool down, it’s time to seek 
medical care,” Cuellar said. 

For more information 
on heat safety and preven-
tive measures, please visit 
https:// www.lakegranbury-
medicalcenter.com/health-
library. To learn more about 
Nicole Cuellar or to sched-
ule an appointment, please 
call (817) 573-8805 or visit: 
https://lakegranburymedi-
cal.com/NicoleCuellar
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  riding ____back

      (without a saddle)

  5  TX Janis Joplin

      was a drug ____

  6  “Texas Central” is

      proposing a high-

      speed ____ line

  7  TXism: “not a lick”

  8  TXism: “I’m at the

      ___ of my rope”

  9  highly recommend-

      ed film (2 wds.)
16  early band of

      TX Roy Orbison:

      “____ Kings”

18  Texans, because

      of their country

21  “_  _ Siecke State 

      Forest”

22  “____ Bell Cream-

      eries in Brenham

23  cowboy’s bolo

24  feudal serf

30  a horse with no

      one aboard

34  Gov. James “__”

      Ferguson

35  TX King Vidor

      directed 1937 film:
      “______ Dallas”

36  retail blowout  

37  Houston Rockets

      had this Daniel for

      2021 season

39  TXism: “long as _

      _______  ____”

43  TXism: “I ___  __”

      (intend)

44  TXism:”he can’t

      carry a ____  __  _

      bucket” (bad singer)

45  19th governor:

      _  _ “Sul” Ross

  1  first president of
      Republic of Texas;

      name of city/county

  2  TXism: “busy __  _

      ___-armed paper

      hanger”

  3  TX-born Autry sang

      “Rudolph, the Red-

      Nosed ________”

  4  honorary Texas

      Ranger:  ____

      Stanley Gardner

  9  wife of 34-across

10  rain protection

11  TXism: “she could

      ____ ice cubes to

      eskimos” 

46  blood vessel

47  it was needed in World

      War I (2 wds.)

49  honky tonk, e.g. (2 wds.)

52  a four-bagger as a stat

53  Marlin High class

54  seat of Rains County

55  before he was a Ranger,

      Jorge Cantu played for

      the Miami _______

58  TXism: “playing with _

      ____ deck” (unlucky)

59  TX Jim

      Reeves hit: 

      “__  _ Losing 

      You” (1957)

60  air mover

61  dir. to Clyde from

      Greenwood
12  accurate

13  TXism for “nap”

14  8th governor, Clark

      (init.)

15  “chow down”

17  TXism: “_____  __  _

      calf crying for mama”

19  TXism: “___  __  __

      the bud” (stop early)

20  TX Gene Tierney

      1951 film: “The
      Mating ______”

24  TX Tobolowsky was

      in Texas-based 1989

      film “Roe __ Wade”
25  TX Tanya sang “One

      Love __  _ Time”

26  Waco’s Branch

      Davidians, e.g.

27  swamp

28  dark moon: 

      _  _____ eclipse

29  bowling alleys

31  Buchanan ___, TX

32  UT grad, Wallach

33  37th governor,

      Allan

38  late country music

      TV host, Ralph

40  Daly of television 

      show “Wings” with

      TX Crystal Bernard  

41  single strand

      nucleic acid

42  speed trap town in

      Hall County on

      U.S. 287

48  Deer Park FM, or

      El Paso AM

50  in the middle of

51  ___ Ormy, Texas

56  TXism: “hot as _

      ____ griddle”

57  Ruth of 1950

      western, “Dallas,”

      with Gary Cooper
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OBITUARIES

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY

Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.hcnews.
com. Advance payment is required and you may do so 
online when placing the obituary.

Obituaries should come from the funeral home. 
Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified with the 
facility handling the body or the church where service 
will be held. You must provide the contact info for verifi-
cation when submitting the obituary.

The Hood County News deadline for obituaries is 10 
a.m. Monday for the Wednesday paper, and 10 a.m. 
Wednesday for the Saturday paper. Deadlines are sub-
ject to change during holidays.

To be successful in most 
endeavors, it’s important to 
develop good habits — and 
that’s certainly the case for 
investors. And the earlier one 
develops these habits, the 
better. So, if you have teenag-
ers who may be starting to 
work at part-time jobs, now 
may be a great time to intro-
duce them to investing — and 
one place to begin might be a 
Roth IRA.

As you may know, a Roth 
IRA is a popular retirement 
savings vehicle — its earnings 
can grow federally tax-free, 

provided with-
drawals aren’t 
taken until the 
investor is at 
least 59½ and 
has had the ac-
count five or 
more years. But 

because a Roth IRA is funded 
with after-tax dollars, contri-
butions can be withdrawn at 
any time, penalty-free, to pay 
for any expenses — includ-
ing college. Roth IRA earnings 
can also be used to help pay 
for college, although these 
withdrawals will be taxable. 
However, if a child is the ac-
count owner, a lower tax 
bracket will likely apply.

In 2023, up to $6,500 per 

year can go into your teenag-
er’s Roth IRA, as long as the 
amount contributed doesn’t 
exceed the amount of their 
taxable compensation for the 
year. And your child doesn’t 
have to put all the money in 
— you and the child’s grand-
parents can also contribute. 
In fact, you might want to 
“match” your child’s con-
tributions up to the limit to 
provide an incentive for them 
to continue investing in the 
Roth IRA. Not only will your 
matching contribution help 
build the Roth IRA’s assets 
but it can also instill in your 
child’s mind the benefit of 
earning a match – which can 
prove valuable later on, when 

your child is in the workforce 
full time and has a chance to 
receive an employer’s match-
ing contributions in a 401(k) 
or similar plan.

Your child may well find 
a job at a local restaurant or 
shop, as these businesses 
have experienced a shortage 
of workers the past couple of 
years. But if you have a fam-
ily business, you can employ 
your teen to provide income 
that can go into a Roth IRA. 
Furthermore, if the business 
is one parent’s sole propri-
etorship, or it’s a partnership 
in which each partner is the 
parent, the payments for a 
child younger than 18 are not 
subject to Social Security and 

Medicare taxes. As an em-
ployee, your child must per-
form reasonable tasks neces-
sary for the business and be 
paid reasonable wages — that 
is, wages comparable to what 
you’d pay a regular employee 
for the same work.

But wherever your child’s 
wages come from, using 
some of them to help fund a 
Roth IRA can be a good move. 
For one thing, it gives you a 
chance to explain the value 
of putting time on your side 
when you invest — simply 
put, the more years you in-
vest, the greater your chances 
of accumulating the resourc-
es you need to meet your 
goals. And by helping your 

teen open a Roth IRA, which 
holds stocks, mutual funds 
or virtually any other type of 
security, you can discuss the 
different risk/reward char-
acteristics of various types 
of investments — the kind of 
basic knowledge that all in-
vestors should have.

 Once your teen’s first 
paychecks start coming in, 
consider bringing up the idea 
of opening a Roth IRA — you 
may well be opening the door 
to a lifetime of consistent and 
informed investing.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Help get your teen started with a Roth IRA
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Louella Poston Van Zandt
March 2, 1928 - July 18, 2023

Louella Poston Van
Zandt was born in Bon-
ham, Texas on March 2,
1928 to Gerald Bennet Pos-
ton and Hallie Jo McMa-
hon. Louella Van Zandt at-
tended University of North
Texas and studied Educa-
tion and Music Theory. In
1946, Louella married
Frank Van Zandt in Dallas,
Texas, the love of her life
and father of her future
children. During the fol-
lowing decade from 1950
to 1960, Louella and Frank
gave birth to five loving
children, Allen, Ann, Paul,
David, and Carol. While
raising her children, Louel-
la, known to most as Lou,
shared her love for music
as the children's choir di-
rector of East Dallas Chris-
tian Church and as a
kindergarten music teach-
er. She later became the di-
rector of a childhood
preschool. After Frank
passed away in 1976, Lou
took charge of his newly
established vending com-
pany, Van Vending. Louel-
la's entrepreneurial spirit
flourished, and she suc-
cessfully ran Van Vending
for 40 years with territo-
ries in the DFW metroplex,
Houston, San Antonio,
Waco, and Austin.

With her business estab-
lished, Lou moved to De
Cordova Bend Estates in
Granbury, Texas in 1984.
She began joining different
groups within DCBE and
the Granbury community.
Lou established herself as
a leader in the community
by serving on various
DCBE committees, and
then as a member of the
DCBE board of directors.
Lou continued her service
to DCBE as caretaker for
the community library for
many years.

Over the years, Lou de-
veloped passions in her
life. She took up garden-
ing, continually finding
happiness in nurturing the
growth of her plants and
flowers. This passion even-
tually led to a Master Gar-
deners' Certification when
she was in her 80s, which
became one of the proud-
est accomplishments of
her life. Lou also grew her
passion for music and the
arts leading her to service
in the Granbury Brigade
and participating in the
Melody Belles singing
group and dancing with
the De Cordova Rockettes

well into her 70s and 80s.
Both groups were service-
oriented and performed lo-
cally as well for nursing
homes and care units in
Fort Worth. Louella was
also very passionate for
her religious beliefs. She
was a longtime active
member of Acton
Methodist Church. She
cherished her Sunday
School class of which she
was President for several
years.

Lou's greatest and
proudest passion however
was for her family. To Lou
however, family meant so
much more than blood or
a last name. She treated
every person who stepped
through her doorway as a
"Van Zandt," as someone
who deserved her love,
friendship, and compas-
sion. Louella never met a
stranger, and she passed
that trait on to her family.
She embodied the role as
the matriarch to her loving
family of five children, two
daughter-in-laws, nine
grandchildren, and nine
great-grandchildren. By ex-
ample, she taught them to
be a blessing every day
and love the people who
crossed their paths.
"Grandma" did not waste a
minute of life, serving as a
constant role model instill-
ing values such as kind-
ness, compassion, joy, and
family. She will continue to
leave a legacy with her
family and plethora of
friends.

Lou will be honored in a
Celebration of Life at Ac-
ton Methodist Church on
Saturday, July 29, at 10:00
a.m. Although Lou very
much loved flowers, re-
membrances in her honor
to St. Jude Children's Re-
search Hospital, her fa-
vorite organization, help
continue her legacy of
helping and serving oth-
ers.

Jerry Dent Biles
December 21, 1949 - June 10, 2023

Jerry Dent Biles Jr. 73
Born December 21, 1949
Died June 10, 2023
He and his wife of 51

years, Debbie, lived in
Granbury for the past 30
years.

Jerry was an electrician
by trade for 50 plus years,
working at Menasco and
Granbury ISD.

He was an avid out-
doorsman, and constant
"Mr. Fix-it" for all. He en-
joyed family and friends.

Jerry was preceded In
death by his parents Jerry
Sr. and Betty Biles and sis-
ter Sandy Hamilton.

Jerry is survived by his
wife Debbie, daughter
Kimberly Ray, son Joshua
Biles, sister Karen Angle
and husband George,

brothers Charlie Biles, and
Rusty Biles.

He was also blessed with
five grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

Memorial service will be
held July 29 at St. Luke's in
Haltom City at 10 a.m.

Michael Buhlin
February 5, 1961 - July 13, 2023

Michael Buhlin passed
away Thursday, July 13,
2023. Service: was held
2:00 p.m., Friday, July 21,
2023, Wiley Funeral Home
Chapel, Granbury with
burial to follow at Acton
Cemetery. Family received
friends from 1:00 p.m -
2:00 p.m., Friday, July 21,
2023, Wiley Funeral Home
Chapel, Granbury.

Michael's hobbies and
loves were wrestling, play-
ing video games, fishing,
hunting, motorcycles,
scary movies, grilling and
helping others. He was
preceded in death by his
mother Monika Molder and
nephew, Corey Buhlin.

Michael is survived by
his stepfather, Joe Molder,
siblings, Donna & John
Sweatt, Ralph & Cheryl
Buhlin and Mark & Emily
Williams, and nieces and
nephews, Sharla & Payton
Hogan, Kena Shellenberg-
er, and Eli Williams.

Psalm 23:
The LORD is my shep-

herd, I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down

in green pastures, he leads

me beside quiet waters,
he refreshes my soul. He

guides me along the right
paths for his name's sake.

Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil, for you
are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort
me.

You prepare a table be-
fore me in the presence of
my enemies. You anoint
my head with oil; my cup
overflows.

Surely your goodness
and love will follow me all
the days of my life, and I
will dwell in the house of
the LORD forever.

Linda Gail Harvey
July 26, 1948 - July 13, 2023

Linda Gail Harvey, 74, of
Granbury, Texas beloved
wife, mother, and grand-
mother, passed away early
on Thursday, July 13, in
Glen Rose.

Visitation will begin at
10 a.m., on Saturday, July
22, at the Wiley Center,
410 Highway 377 East, in
Granbury. A Celebration of
Life service will follow at
11 a.m., Saturday, at the
Wiley Center.

Committal will take
place Monday, July 24, at 2
p.m., at the Coastal Bend
State Veterans Cemetery in
Corpus Christi, Texas.

Linda was born on July
26, 1948, in Lewisburg,
West Virginia to the late
Charles and Gladys McMil-
lion. She married Scotty
Harvey. Linda was a per-
son who loved her Lord Je-
sus which was evident by
the way she lived her life.
She enjoyed Bible study
and was a Prayer Warrior.
Always desiring to help
others in need, Linda vol-
unteered at the Woman's
Shelter and the Food
Pantry. Additionally, she
was a Red Cross chaplain
and minister. Linda owned
and operated her own
beauty salon. She loved ev-
eryone unconditionally
and will affectionately be
remembered for her infec-
tious smile and her unfor-
gettable laugh!

Linda is survived by her
husband, Scotty; her chil-

dren, Timothy and wife
Denise Jefferson, Kimberly
and husband Jarrod Lat-
tinville, Matthew and wife
Heather Harvey, and Jen-
nifer Harvey and fiancée,
Ethan K. Hudson; her
grandchildren, Eric, Megan,
Stephanie, and Jaylen; 4
great-grandchildren; and
by her sister-in-law,
Francine McMillion.

In addition to her par-
ents, Linda was preceded
in death by her siblings.
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Staff Writer

The Brazos River 
Authority is focusing on 
Lake Granbury for a “Hearth 
Stability Analysis” project. 

According to an annual 
maintenance inspection re-
port in 2019, the DeCordova 
Bend Dam Hearth Sill is rec-
ommended to be cleaned. 
Most of the drains within the 
spillway section below the 
gates appear to be clogged. 

The Dam hearth has hun-
dreds of four-inch drain 
holes spaced throughout the 
concrete slabs of the Hearth 
Sill. The drain holes help 
relieve the uplift pressure, 
but due to their location the 
holes are difficult to clean 
and collect debris. 

Project Manager, Lacey 
Darr said, “The drains have 
been getting clogged since 
the construction of the dam 
in 1969. We try to clean 
them, and then debris flows 
down and clogs another 
drain… this is all just regular 

maintenance for the dam.”
An engineering stability 

analysis is recommended 
to evaluate the criticality of 
these drains and to deter-
mine the adverse effects on 
the stability of the hearth 
due to the clogging of these 
drains. The analysis will de-
termine the degree of redun-

dancy at the dam.
We’ve never noticed any 

kind of public issue. The 
dam has several features to 
prevent and reduce uplift 
pressures. This is just one 
piece of those. We think that 
there’s redundancy to pre-
vent any dam safety issues,” 
Wesly Williams, Project 

Engineer said. 
The project is currently in 

scope and fee negotiations. 
A notice to proceed will be 
issued in October, which will 
be followed by preliminary 
engineering reports that will 
be completed roughly six 
months after. 

COURTESY PHOTO

According to an annual maintenance inspection report in 2019, the DeCordova Bend Dam Hearth Sill 

is recommended to be cleaned. 
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Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

PAYMENT OPTIONS

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

HOME IN ON MORE BUYERS

PLACE YOUR AD TO RUN IN PRINT AND ONLINE AT CLASSIFIEDS.HCNEWS.COM

EVERY DAY

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS  Do you or someone 
you know have a problem 
with alcohol? Meetings daily 
at 10 a.m., noon and 7 p.m. at 
1205 Lipan Hwy, Granbury.

ACTON 12-STEP Group. 
Meeting daily at 7 p.m. 3609 
Acton Highway (behind Mad-
ison Park).

EVERY SATURDAY

WOMEN’S WAY Out AA-Al-
coholics Anonymous. Closed 
discussion for women only. 
Meets every Saturday at 10 
a.m. at 301 W. Bridge St. For 
more information call 317-
772-8124

EVERY SUNDAY

STARTING A New Life is 
a grief support group for 
those who have lost a loved 
one through death. This in-
cludes the loss of a spouse, 
child, parent, sibling, or close 
friend. For the past 26 years 
this group has helped people 
work through their grief 
process. If you, or someone 

you know, is suffering from 
the loss of a loved one, come 
or bring them to our next 
session that began March 
19,2023. We are Christian 
based, nondenominational, 
and welcome all who are suf-
fering. We meet 3-5 p.m. on 
Sundays in the Parish Hall of 
St. Frances Cabrini Catho-
lic Church. For more infor-
mation, call Ben Bradley at: 
575.706.5703 or Sherry Bing-
ham 817.657.0822

EVERY MONDAY

PROMISES AL-ANON 
group meets every Monday 
at 6 p.m. First Presbyterian 
Church, Fellowship Hall, west 
entrance, 303 W. Bridge St.

EVERY TUESDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 
A non-contact boxing and 
fitness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s. First 
Christian Church, 2109 W. U.S. 
Highway 377 (next door to 
Tractor Supply). 

GRIEFSHARE 14-WEEK 
seminar Sept 13. -  Dec. 13, 
6:30 - 8 p.m. Presented by 
StoneWater Church, Gran-
bury, this program is a sup-
port group designed to help 
rebuild lives. Book for course, 
$20, “Finding hope after the 
loss of a loved one.” Regis-
ter: GriefShare.StoneWater-
Church.com or call 817-579-
9175.

AMATEUR RADIO Weekly 
Social Hour Net. All licensed 
Amateur Radio Operators 
welcome. 7:00 pm, on the 
147.240 MHz Repeater, +600 
offset, PL 162.2. 

EVERY THURSDAY

TAKE OFF Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS). 8:45 - 10:45 a.m. Lake-
side Baptist Church, room 
133C, 500 W. Bluebonnet 
Drive. Maximun weight scale: 
400 pounds.

GRIEFSHARE RECOVERY 
seminar and support recov-
ery seminar and support 
group meets at 10 a.m. at 
Interim Hospice, 1314 Paluxy 

Drive, Suite 200. Childcare is 
not provided.  Fee for Grief-
share workbook is $15. De-
tails: 817-573-7474.

RE|ENGAGE MARRIAGE 
Enrichment meets every 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
StoneWater Church in Gran-
bury. For more information 
email to paige.kitchens@
stonewaterchurch.com

EVERY FRIDAY

PUNCHIN’ PARKINSON’S 
in Granbury. 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 
A non-contact boxing and 
fitness program designed for 
people with Parkinson’s. First 
Christian Church, 2109 W. U.S. 
Highway 377 (next door to 
Tractor Supply). 

FIRST MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S  SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

FIRST TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30 
- 11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

SECOND SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT breakfast 
for anyone grieving the loss 
of someone they love at 10 
a.m. , Fuzzy’s off the Square. 
Details: Amy or Danny 
Dwight.  817-894-2449 or 817-
219-9833

THIRD MONDAY

ALZHEIMER’S  SUPPORT 
Group, join others to share 
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton 
Methodist Church 3433 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-2355.

WAMS (WESTERN Area 
Modeling Society) radio con-
trol club meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at Spring Creek BBQ, 317 W 
US Hwy 377. R/C aircraft, cars, 

boats, gliders, helicopters, 
etc. Details: 817-475-2194

THIRD TUESDAY

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIV-
ERS support group, 10:30 
- 11:30 a.m. in the 1894 Build-
ing at Acton Baptist Church, 
3500 Fall Creek Highway. For 
caregivers, family members, 
friends and anyone in the 
community. Details: 817-326-
4693.

FOURTH TUESDAY

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT 
Group, 1 p.m. at Lakestone 
Terrace, 916 E. U.S. Highway 
377.  Open for  those with 
Parkinson‘s and their families 
wanting to understand more 
about this disease. Details: 
817-999-1470.

FOURTH SATURDAY

GRIEF SUPPORT breakfast 
for anyone grieving the loss 
of someone they love at 10 
a.m. , Fuzzy’s off the Square. 
Details: Amy or Danny 
Dwight.  817-894-2449 or 817-
219-9833

SUPPORT SYSTEMS

SUPPORT SYSTEM calendar will feature recurring activities that provide group support and are open to the public. These items will run each Wednesday.  Submit Support System listings to  
calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - including street address.

Linda Jon Watkins
December 22, 1941 - June 21, 2023

Our sweet Aunt Linda
left this world peacefully
to be reunited with her
sidekicks, sister Ruth and
their doggies Jaison, Sher-
man and Biskit. We know
that she is also happy to
be with the loved ones that
preceded her. Mother Nor-
ma Watkins, Father Barney
Watkins and Siblings Fran,
Joann, Kenneth and Fred-
dy. She was known for her
generous heart and some-
time ornery spirit. She was
always quick to help and
she was full of love and
life. She is survived by
her brother Billy Watkins
and wife Laly Watkins. Sis-
ter-in-laws Sharon and
Shirley as well as a niece
and three nephews. She
had great-nieces, great -
nephews and a great-great
niece who she loved dear-
ly. Please keep her in your

heart every day and share
the generosity that she
carried with others the
same way that she did. We
love you Aunt Linda and
may you always be happy
and at peace.

A memorial service will
be held from 2:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. on Aug. 5, 2023
at Neeley House, located
304 E. Rucker St.

Carolyn Lee Thomas
January 22, 1946 - July 11, 2023

Carolyn Lee Thomas, 77,
beloved wife and mother
and longtime resident of
Granbury, passed away
late on Tuesday, July 11, at
her Granbury home.

Cremation has taken
place and all services will
be private at a later date.

Carolyn was born on
January 22, 1946, in Fort
Worth, to O.D. and Edna
McCauley. She married
Danny K. Thomas and to-
gether had her son, Kyle.
Carolyn was involved in
children's education for
many years. She taught el-
ementary school for many
years in Granbury. Carolyn
later owned and operated
her child's day care center.
She enjoyed cooking and
entertaining. She also en-
joyed traveling. Most of all,

Carolyn will be remem-
bered for her loving dedi-
cation to all children.

Carolyn is survived by
her husband, Danny K.
Thomas and by her son,
Kyle Gallagher.

Carolyn was preceded in
death by her parents and
older sister.

OBITS
FROM PAGE A13 Brazos River Authority to Check 

Lake Granbury’s Dam Stability  

Governor’s Small Business Summit — Stephenville
From Staff Reports

The Governor’s Small 
Business Summit – 
Stephenville aims to help 
Texas small business own-
ers and aspiring entrepre-
neurs reach new heights by 
connecting them with the 
resources and information 
needed to start, strengthen, 
and grow a business. 

This event offers a variety 

of sessions bringing together 
local, state and federal re-
source partners to provide 
key insights on critical busi-
ness topics. It’s also an op-
portunity to network with 
other business owners and 
meet experts who will share 
timely, relevant, and action-
able advice on a multitude of 
small business subjects. 

Panel Topics: 
Access to Finance and 

Funding 
Cybersecurity: Protecting 

Your Company in a Digital 
Economy

Employee Recruitment and 
Retention

Marketing & E-Commerce 
Essentials 

The summit is scheduled 
for July 27, 2023, from 8 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Tarleton 
State University – Barry B. 

Thompson Student Center 
Ballroom located at 1333 W. 
Washington, Stephenville, TX 
76402. Registration is $20 
and includes access to all 
sessions, lunch and compli-
mentary headshots. 

To register, go to https://
web.cvent.com/event/
bc74f4cc-99a6-4e00-
b258-753c8c659f7c/
summary
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Come support the charitable work of the Granbury Kiwanis Club at our 
fifth annual Voice of Granbury Audition Night, where audience votes
determine our winning singer. Contestants are Michael James, Cara 

Hernandez, Tee Etheridge, Rebecca Faiola, Alex Southern, Jen Maroney, 
Daniel Hernandez, Frank Faiola, Jenn Kelly, C.J. Sexton, Hayden Phillips, 

and Nick Pannell.

Buy your tickets today for $30 each at www.thenewgranburylive.com

Daniel HernandezC.J. Sexton

Frank Faiola Jen Maroney

GAIN FINANCIAL 

SECURITY, EXPERIENCE 

FINANCIAL PEACE, 

ENJOY FINANCIAL 

HAPPINESS, THROUGH 

EXPERT WEALTH 

MANAGEMENT 

GUIDANCE.

4800 Acton Hwy. | 817-910-8055
dan.phillips@michelsfamilyfinancial.com

Dan Phillips, CFP® , CRPC® , AAMS®  

Certified Financial PlannerTM

A BETTER PATH FORWARD

Experience a fiduciary advisor, putting 

clients best interests first 

for 35 years in the 

industry.

PlainsCapital Bank. Member FDIC. PCB10837769982023

*The annual percentage yield quoted above is current as of July 3, 2023. Interest rate is 5.20% for 13 months. All rates are subject to 

change at Bank’s discretion. CD renews automatically into a 13 month CD with the current 12 month rate at the time of expiration. 
Interest will be paid quarterly. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal and will reduce earnings. Fees could reduce earnings on 
the account. $1,000 minimum balance required to open CD. $2.5 million maximum per tax ID. Offer does not apply to public funds.

5.29 
A P Y *

%

FOR 13 MONTHS

  T H A T  L A S T S   W I T H   

BUILD A FUTURE  

To apply, stop by our branch or visit us online.

1100 East Highway 377, Ste 101

817.573.2342

PlainsCapital.com

Kiwanis members from Texas and Oklahoma converge on 
Lake Granbury for the 105th Annual District Convention. 
The focus will be training for leadership positions, making friends, and establishing new partnerships plus exploring new service programs.

Local businesses will be 
visited by organized tours, 
which will be held over three 
days of the convention. This 
year, the convention has a 
patriotic theme, and the con-
vention T-shirts have large 
American flags on the back. 
Granbury residents will be 
treated to “Flag Row” on 
Pearl St. along the front of 
the convention center during 
the convention. 

“We are thrilled to be host-
ing the Texas-Oklahoma 
Kiwanis District Convention 
in Granbury at the Lake 
Granbury Conference 
Center,” Tammy Dooley, 
Director Visit Granbury said. 
“This convention will gener-
ate over 300 room nights 

into the Granbury market. 
It is the largest convention 
we have hosted at the con-
ference center. It has us at 
maximum capacity and is 
sold out with registrations. It 
involves catering, meetings, 
events, music and more. The 
Trolley will also be shutting 
conventioneers between 
hotels.”

Many businesses in 
town have donated funds 
or auction items to help 
the convention be as 
strong as possible, such 
as The Hilton Garden 
Inn Granbury, Patience 
Creek Mini Aussie, First 
National Bank, Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Forge Laser Creations and 

Design, Farina’s, D Vine 
Wine of Granbury, and Visit 
Granbury.

“This is the first time that 
the annual convention has 
been held in Granbury,” 
Dooley said. “Last year, 
the Visit Granbury Team 
traveled to the host city, 
Georgetown, to present to 
the convention to bring them 
to Granbury and Granbury 
was selected. It has been a 
team effort to coordinate 
their event and we are ex-
cited to see so many District 
Kiwanians in Granbury stay-
ing overnight, shopping in 
our stores and eating in our 
restaurants.” 

The Kiwanis big service 
projects during the con-
vention will go to support 
Joseph’s Locker and Rancho 
Brazos. 

“Kids need Kiwanis, in our 
community and in commu-
nities around the world,” 

Marshall Kregel, Marketing 
Director for the district said. 
“Our organization supports 
projects that would not oth-
erwise happen without our 
support. We’re here to make 
sure all the children in our 
communities have what they 
need to thrive, prosper, and 
grow.”

For Joseph’s Locker, they 
are collecting non-perishable 
food items, hygiene items, 
school supplies and chil-
dren’s books. Items in bags 
or boxes may be dropped 
off at the Lake Granbury 
Conference Center for the 
entire week prior to the 
Convention.

For Rancho Brazos, there 
will be a three-day silent auc-
tion during the convention 
with all proceeds from the 
auction going to the organi-
zation. If you or your busi-
ness would like to donate 
an item or gift basket to the 

silent auction, send a note 
to GranburyKiwanis@gmail.
com or call to 817-219-2513 
and a drop off location or 
pick up will be scheduled. 

“Even more heartfelt is the 
desire of David Southern, 
former Granbury Mayor 
and Kiwanian, for Granbury 
to host this convention,” 
Dooley added. “As you know 
David was the Granbury 
Mayor during the time the 
LGCC and Hilton projects 
were begun and opened. 
He was a lifelong Kiwanian. 
There will be a special me-
morial tribute to him during 
the convention. Let’s honor 
his legacy and give these 
convention-goers a great 
Granbury welcome!”

ABOUT KIWANIS 

Founded in 1915, Kiwanis 
International is a global 
organization of clubs and 

members dedicated to serv-
ing the children of the world. 
Kiwanis and its family of 
clubs, including Circle K 
International for university 
students, Key Club for stu-
dents ages 14–18, Builders 
Club for students ages 11–
14, K-Kids for students ages 
6–12 and Action Club for 
adults living with disabili-
ties, annually dedicate more 
than 18.5 million service 
hours to strengthen commu-
nities and serve children. 

The Kiwanis International 
family comprises more than 
702,000 adult and youth 
members in more than 79 
countries and geographic 
areas. Visit www.kiwanis.org 
for more information.  

The Kiwanis Club of 
Granbury meets at Farina’s 
Café on the square every 
Thursday at Noon. The street 
address is 202 N. Houston 
St., Granbury, 76048. 
Community members with 
an interest in helping fami-
lies and children are encour-
aged to visit with us and 
see what we do. For more 
information contact us at 
granburykiwanis@gmail.
com or call us at 817-219-
2513. Our website is www.
GranburyKiwanis.org 

Staff Reports

T
he 105th Texas Oklahoma Kiwanis 

District Convention kicks into gear on 

August 3 through August 6 at the Lake 

Granbury Conference Center. For the 

first time, Granbury will host as many as 300 

Kiwanis members from all over the district as 

popular guest speakers talk about great service 

projects, classes are held for future leaders, and 

members learn new service projects to offer in 

their communities. 

variety of shapes and colors 
including double decker 
type designs. Marciniak uses 
her earnings to buy food 
and supplies for her Tolar 
Junior Future Farmers of 
America project. The pur-
chase of “Will” the lamb was 

fully funded by Scarlett’s 
business. 

She felt sales had been 
good. 

“I have had a great time 
and I am thankful for all the 
buyers and people who do-
nated. I can’t wait for every-
one to see Will and to show 
him in January,” Marciniak 
said. 

She was joined by her 

mom Maren and sisters 
Moriah, age 6 and Jordyn, 
age 3. “Double M Jewelry” is 
also sold at boutique “Willow 
Lane” and at other local 
booths. 

Regular vendor Campbell 
Decker was assisted by his 
son Campbell Decker Jr., age 
7. The two were there rep-
resenting their family ranch 
“Native Beef TX” (nativebeef.

com) out of Mineral Wells. 
One of the main reasons the 
Decker family began their 
grass-fed beef business was 
so they could spend more 
time together. 

Hood County senior 
Brewer Newton says he and 
his new bride Vicki come to 
the Hood County Farmers 
Market every week. They are 
regular customers at Tay’s 

Treats booth. 
“Oh yes, isn’t this wonder-

ful? We come out here every 
week. We have to get reload-
ed with peanut butter treats 
for the dog,” Newton said.

The Hood County Farmers 
Market is located at the 
YMCA every weekend at 9 
a.m. during the. The Acton 
Farmers Market is held 
on the second and fourth 

Saturdays and the Square 
Farmers Market is held 
once a month on the fourth 
Sunday. “The Feed Lot” in 
Tolar also holds a market 
the third weekend of ev-
ery month. More informa-
tion can be found on their 
Facebook pages.

YOUTH
FROM PAGE A1
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DAN PHILLIPS, CFP®, CRPC®, AAMS® 

Certified Financial PlannerTM

4800 Acton Hwy 
817-910-8055

dan.phillips@michelsfamilyfinancial.com

A FIDUCIARY FINANCIAL ADVISOR 
with 35 years experience in the industry.

Personal Care

Hospice Support

Memory Care

682.205.3366

HomeInstead.com/786

Scan me!

115 Reed Rd.

Granbury

817-396-5355

Thank you for voting Daffan your 

home’s best friend for 13 years!

817-757-4270

TACLA29191E

THE

of

2019

CELEBRITY POOLS.COM

Celebrity
Swimming Pools

Your Hometown Pool Builder

817.326.1468
Celebrity Pools, Inc.

We help make your occasions special  
with gifts that create memories!

St. Helen’s on Granbury Square  sthelensgranbury
www.sthelenstx.com

1 stop shopping for all your 

HOT TUB needs! 

4500 Fall Creek Hwy | Granbury | (817) 579-7727 | jrspaservice.com

Salim Bhaloo, DO

Texas Sinus and 

Allergy.com

682-936-4081682-936-4081

Reinke Family Owned Since 1999 
www.creations-childcare.com

Behind Acton Elementary
3015 James Rd.
817-326-5330

2111 E. Hwy. 377
817-573-2808

Voted one of Hood County’s 

 BEST DAY CARES for

 10 CONSECUTIVE YEARS!

Serving Hood County  
for 3 Generations

Between  & Kroger

Complete automotive repair

           

           SE Certified Technicians

                    L

                    

Between  & Kroger

           

           SE Certified Technicians
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                    Nice difference.®

817-573-3911817-573-3911
cbac.com/granburycbac.com/granbury

3809 E US Highway 377 Granbury, TX 760493809 E US Highway 377 Granbury, TX 76049

Free local courtesy shuttle

ASE Certified Technicians
3 year 36,000 Mile Warranty

Fixing cars, driving joy

THE

of

2019

THE

of

2020

“Proudly Serving Granbury” |817-573-2311
Equipment Repair 
New Equipment Installation 
Pool Maintenance 
Mastic

817-714-4270817-714-4270
www.pjslawn.com

Computer Design • Seasonal Planting

Mowing • Yard Maintenance
Tree Trimming • Stump Removal

GigiGigiinfo@jewelersworkshopgranbury.com

224 S. Morgan St. | 817-573-4322
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tue-Fri

Gigi & staff appreciate 
your votes!

817-573-8833  
1151 E. Hwy 377 Granbury, TX

A TEX-MEX TRADITION  A TEX-MEX TRADITION  

SINCE 1940SINCE 1940

NOW UNDER NEW  NOW UNDER NEW  

OWNERSHIPOWNERSHIP

PRUITT PLUMBING
& REPAIR

Office: 817-573-9708  |  Metro: 817-279-9708

Email: hhpruitt@gmail.com

200 Kings Plaza

Granbury, TX 76049

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS:

Residental • Commercial • New & Repair • Water Heaters

for over 

50 Years!

817.573.5597  

  2305 East Hwy 377  

Granbury, TX 76049

3501 E Highway 377
Granbury, Texas 76049

817-573-1111

OCULOFACIAL AESTHETIC & 
RECONSTRUCTIVE PLASTIC SURGERY 

COSMETIC LASER SURGERY

refreshedface@carriemorrismd.com

  972-922-3016
  817-326-3134

www.radiancewellnessmedispa.com

Carrie L. Morris, M.D.

Life is full of moments that matter. Let's 

help you get ready for your next moment.

MKT-5894M-A

Audrey C Dake, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

3232 Fall Creek Hwy 

Granbury, TX 76049 

817-326-2825

> edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

L

, CFP® 

       4575 N. HWY 144 • GRANBURY,TX • 254-897-3097 • SOMERVELLFLOORS.COM

O L D E S T  A N D  L A R G E S T  F L O O R I N G  S T O R E  I N  G R A N B U R Y  F O R  2 6  Y E A R S !

Drive a little save a lot!

Why shop the rest  
when you can 
shop the best!

Thank you everyone who voted us #1 AGAIN! 

1314 Weatherford Hwy
actexasmade.com

817.579.9377

Owner 
Ronnie Daffan 

26 years experience

LICENSE #TACLB19165C

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

Go to HCNews.com and vote for 
the retailer, service provider, or 
professional that you believe to be the 

Best of Hood 
County in 2023. 

www.pearldentures.com
Family dental care with a woman’s touch – where kindness and dentistry meet

Vote NowVote Now!!
VOTING ENDS  VOTING ENDS  

SUNDAY SUNDAY 
JULY 23JULY 23
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From left, Christina Giusti 3rd and Sierra Smith 1st place district champion girls 8 and under xtreme forms.

EMILY NAVA | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Seven Granbury FFA students received their Lone Star Degree at the Texas State FFA 
Convention. 
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EDUCATION

SCAN QR CODE TO VISIT  

HTTPS://WWW.HCNEWS.COM/ 

BESTOF2023/#//

VOTE NOW FOR THE BEST OF HOOD COUNTY THROUGH JULY 23 AT HCNEWS.COM

Vote NowVote Now!!
LAST CHANCE! VOTING ENDS SUNDAY.

Changing lives 
and changing tires 
Michael Beauchamp, Granbury ISD’s 
Secondary Teacher of the Year

Granbury FFA students 
receive Lone Star Degree

Texas Elite celebrates champions

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

Seven Granbury FFA students 
received a Lone Star Degree 
and walked the stage dur-
ing the 95th Texas State FFA 
Convention.

A Lone Star Degree is the high-
est degree that can be earned 
at the state level. To earn this 
degree, students must have 
yearly or ongoing Supervised 
Agricultural Experience. SAEs 
are outside of class projects 
that can include anything from 
raising livestock for shows, re-

search projects, and can include 
service projects.

Students are required to com-
pile records and maintain their 
finances for at least two years. 
They also are required to main-
tain their grades, participate in 
FFA chapter planning, demon-
strate leadership skills, be active 
in multiple areas of the pro-
gram, and participate in com-
munity service activities. 

“They learn vital leadership, 
communication, project man-
agement and problem-solving 
skills that will carry with them 

throughout their future careers 
and life. We know that when a 
student earns their Lone Star 
degree, that we have helped set 
them up for a success in their 
future endeavors… We hope 
to encourage more students to 
pursue their Lone Star Degree,” 
Erin Wilson said.

The Lone Star Degree was 
awarded to the following 
students: Sarah Boyd, Molly 
Grossman, Cadence Morisette, 
Andrew Nickell, Blythe Ogburn, 
Kelley Sanders and Savanna 
Seeton. 

BY MICKY SHEARON
Special to the  
Hood County News

Michael Beauchamp, 
an Auto Mechanics/Shop 
teacher at Granbury High 
School, has been selected as 
the Granbury Independent 
School District Secondary 
Teacher of the Year for the 
2022-2023 school year. His 
dedication to his students 
and inspiring journey from 
military service to the class-
room has earned him this 
well-deserved recognition.

Born and raised in Phoenix, 
Arizona, Beauchamp’s up-
bringing was shaped by a 
strong work ethic instilled 
in him by his father, who 
was an electrician, and his 
mother, who worked in sales. 
He has three brothers, one 
of whom is his older brother, 
Dan Beauchamp, a retired 
military helicopter pilot 
living in nearby Granbury. 
Michael’s other brother, Brad 
Beauchamp, serves as the 
elected County Attorney for 
Gila County, Arizona, and 
plans to join Michael as a 
neighbor in the near future. 
His youngest brother, James, 
resides in Phoenix and works 
in management.

Reflecting on his child-
hood, Beauchamp shared, 
“Growing up in Phoenix left 
me with many great experi-
ences, one of which was a 
paper route I shared with 
my brother Brad. We learned 
from a very young age the 
value of a strong work ethic, 
which was reinforced by our 
father.” Michael is happily 
married to his wife, Katie, 
who serves as the Children’s 
Pastor at Generations Church 
of Granbury. They have three 
children, Preston, Sarah, and 
Jonah.

Michael attended Apollo 
High School in Glendale, 
Arizona, where he gradu-
ated in 1987. Despite being 
offered a scholarship to 
the University of Arizona, 
Michael decided to forego 
higher education at that time 
and instead embarked on 
a career to become a hard 
worker, just like his father.

His journey took an unex-
pected turn when he found 
himself unemployed and 
without a place to live after 
a company bankruptcy. In 
a twist of fate, Beauchamp 
enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps at the start of 
the Gulf War. His military 
career lasted an impressive 
30 years, during which he 
held various positions and 
achieved the rank of Master 
Gunnery Sergeant. He served 

as a helicopter mechanic, 
earned flight status, and 
became a Huey Crew Chief. 
Beauchamp’s leadership 
skills were evident as he led 
200-300 Marines in an Attack 
Helicopter Squadron.

Beauchamp pursued 
higher education while in 
the Marine Corps and ob-
tained a Bachelor of Science 
in Workforce Education and 
Development from Southern 
Illinois University. The teach-
ing field appealed to him, 
given his affinity for sharing 
knowledge and experience 
with others. 

“When I retired from the 
Marine Corps, I enjoyed the 
time off spent with my fam-
ily, whom I was away from 
for so long. But it didn’t 
take long for me to real-
ize that the servant’s heart 
simply can’t be turned off,” 
Beauchamp said. 

He seized the opportu-
nity to become a teacher at 
Granbury High School and 
hasn’t looked back since.

Beauchamp’s teaching 
philosophy is deeply rooted 
in his experiences with two 
influential math teachers, Mr. 
Law, and Mr. Bailey, during 
his own education. 

“Nobody cares how much 
you know until they know 
how much you care,” he 
stated. 

Building relationships and 
trust with each student is 
paramount to him, tran-
scending the curriculum and 
focusing on shaping better 
citizens and human beings.

His dedication to teach-
ing and his students led to 
Beauchamp being chosen as 
the Granbury ISD Secondary 
Teacher of the Year. 
Reflecting on this honor, he 
expressed his overwhelming 
gratitude, acknowledging the 
incredible educators and in-
dividuals within the district. 

“There are so many gifted 
educators and amazing 
human beings working in 
the district that this award 

COURTESY PHOTO

Michael Beauchamp

The district is composed 
of schools from Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma and 
Texas. Three Texas Elite 
ATA athletes competed in 
the World Championships in 
Phoenix, Arizona the week 
of July 9 to July 15. Texas 
Elite marked their new sea-
son opening Saturday, July 
15 with a couple of wins as 
well. 

The Champions of the 
South District Competition 
were as follows:

Aubrey Ward, age 17 from 
Glen Rose, Champion of 

both “Combat Sparring” and 
“Traditional Sparring”

Ezra Barget, age 16 
from Cleburne, Champion 
“X-treme Forms”

Sierra Smith, age 9 from 
Granbury, Champion 
“X-treme Forms”

Natalie Ward, age 13 
from Glen Rose, Champion 
“X-treme Weapons”

Caitlin Schmidt, age 17 
from Glen Rose, Champion 
“Traditional Weapons”

BY EDEN DUNCAN GILBREATH
Special to the Hood County News

T
he Texas Elite ATA Martial Arts Cle-

burne/Glen Rose/Granbury school cel-

ebrated the success of garnering eight 

championship titles among seven of 

their athletes at the South District Championship 

Competition held in June. 

Miranda Smith Hankis — a 1st degree black belt — won District 
Title in Sparring. She is pictured with son Aodhan.

PLEASE SEE  
CHAMPIONS | B3

PLEASE SEE GISD | B2
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Staff Reports

The Granbury ISD Board of 
Trustees officially announced 
a new role for Granbury High 
School Defensive Coordinator 
Sonny Galindo on July 17, 
during the monthly school 
board meeting. 

Galindo — who had previ-
ously served in his last role 
since 2016 — is now the new 
interim head football coach 
and boy’s athletic coordinator 
at GHS for the 2023-24 aca-
demic year.  

The role was previously 

vacated by Chad Zschiesche, 
who stepped down from his 
position to pursue other ca-
reer opportunities on June 
29. 

Galindo has 25 years of 
experience as a coach, with 
stops at Hamilton, Saginaw 
and Weatherford High School 
before coming to Granbury — 
heading to the postseason a 
total of 11 times.

“I’d like to thank Dr. Jeremy 
Glenn and Dwight Butler 
for this opportunity. I am 
so thankful and excited to 
continue leading these great 

young men next season,” 
Galindo said. “I look forward 
to working with a tremen-
dous staff and school district 
and being involved in this 
outstanding community.”

During his 25-year career, 
Galindo has been a coordina-
tor on both offense and de-
fense, mostly as a defensive 
coordinator at the 4-6A levels 
for much of the last 14 years. 

He got his career started 
at Hamilton in 1998 and was 
quickly elevated to defensive 
coordinator from 2002-09. 
During his time at Hamilton, 
Galindo and the Bulldogs 
made the playoffs for six 
seasons. 

From 2009-15, Galindo 
coached at Saginaw where he 
was an offensive coordina-
tor for his first season and 
defensive coordinator for 
the last four seasons, help-
ing guide the Rough Riders 
to four postseason berths. 
He then spent one season at 
Weatherford before arriving 
in Granbury.

“Coach Galindo is a tre-
mendous leader and coach,” 
GISD Athletic Director Dwight 
Butler said. “Coach Galindo 
has made a career of coach-
ing winning programs and 
building relationships with 
his players, staff, parents, 
and community members. We 
are excited about the future 
of the Granbury football pro-
gram under Coach Galindo’s 
direction.”

In addition to football, 
Galindo spent 14 years as 
the head track coach while 

at Hamilton and Saginaw. He 
has also served as a softball 
and volleyball coach in his 
career. Galindo has excelled 
as a teacher as well, having 
been named Hamilton’s High 
School Teacher of the Year 
in 2003 and Granbury High 
School Teacher of the Year in 
2019.

Galindo earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree from 
Tarleton State University 
and a master’s degree from 
Stephen F. Austin.

Robinson will be joining 
GHS after his last two suc-
cessful years as principal of 
Boerne Middle School South 
in Boerne ISD.

“We are very excited to 
welcome Jamie Robinson 
to Granbury High School 
to lead our faculty and 
students towards their 
greatest potential,” GISD 
Superintendent Dr. Jeremy 
Glenn said. “He is a dedicat-
ed and proven leader, and he 
will be a tremendous asset 
to Granbury High School and 
the district.”

Robinson is taking over 
for Jeremy Ross who has 
served as principal for GHS 
since 2010 and recently an-
nounced he is stepping down 
to be the assistant principal 
for academics at Cleburne 
High School.

“I would also like to thank 
Jeremy Ross for his 13 years 
of leadership and commit-
ment to Granbury ISD, serv-

ing as principal of GHS,” 
Glenn added. “We wish him 
all the best in his next pro-
fessional chapter.”

Prior to Boerne Middle 
School South, Robinson 
was tasked with opening 
Van Raub Elementary as the 
school’s first principal. 

An educator for over 
20 years, Robinson began 
in Boerne ISD as an assis-
tant principal, and then 
was principal at Fair Oaks 
Ranch Elementary School 
from 2015-17. Before mov-
ing to Boerne ISD, Robinson 
served as an assistant prin-
cipal at Walzem Elementary 
(Northeast ISD) and Bradford 
Elementary (San Angelo). 

Robinson started his pub-
lic education career in the 
classroom in 2001, where 
he was a teacher for 10 
years having taught sec-
ond, fourth, fifth, and sixth 
grades in San Angelo ISD 
before moving to campus 

administration. 
Other accomplishments of 

Robinson’s include:  
Team presenter at the 

2022 National Model Schools 
Conference in Orlando, 
Florida for Boerne ISD (one 
of eight districts selected 
nationwide) 

Successful academic and 
extracurricular progress at 
multiple campuses

Member of the Fair Oaks 
Ranch Rotary Club - Paul 
Harris Fellow recipient

Thompson Executive 
Leadership Institution 2022-
23 Principal Cohort

Created the process man-
ual for opening three new 
Boerne ISD campuses 

National recognition for 
unique campus initiatives

Developed multiple staff 
for their next roles and 
opportunities for career 
advancement

Nominated three times 
for the HEB Excellence in 
Education Principal Award

2012 Finalist and 
Recipient of the Angelo State 
Distinguished Graduate 
Student Award

Nominated for the 
DisneyHand Award for 

Creative Teaching
“I am thrilled to join 

Granbury ISD and serve as 
the principal of Granbury 
High School,” Robinson said. 
“I am thankful to get to work 
alongside great educators, 
families, and community 
members who focus on help-
ing our students reach their 
full potential. I look forward 
to creating a welcoming and 
motivating environment 
that encourages all of our 
students and staff to be suc-
cessful every day.” 

Robinson — who was 
inspired by great teachers 
to become the first col-
lege graduate in his fam-
ily — earned his Bachelor of 
Science and master’s degrees 
from Angelo State University 
and completed his Texas 
Superintendent Certification 
through Lamar University. 

He has been married to 
his wife, Sheryl, for 24 years. 
They have a son, Sterling, 
who attends the University 
of North Texas and a daugh-
ter, Ireland, who attends 
the University of Texas San 
Antonio. 

Robinson believes in bring-
ing out the best in others 
and his educational mission 
is: “So others may learn.”  

Eric Sullivan
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817.894.4115

esullivan@txfb-ins.com
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Enrollment for K-6 Day Students
(Fall, 2023)

Private, Fully-Accredited (Cognia: SACS CASI) College-Preparatory, K-12

Day/Boarding/International Christian Academy

Elementary Music & Art I Spanish I 3rd-6th Grade Horsemanship Available After School

8:1 Student to Teacher Ratio I Bus Service Granbury

For information, call 254.897.4822

Or, visit us online atwww.NorthCentralTexasAcademy.org

was the last thing I ever 
thought I would receive,” 
he said.

When asked about his fa-
vorite aspect of teaching, 
Beauchamp revealed, “The 
one thing I missed the 
most after retiring from 
the Marine Corps was not 
being able to spend my 
day with young Marines 
anymore. My favorite part 
of teaching is spending 
time with the kids!” 

He sees his students as 
an opportunity to change 
lives and impart valuable 
skills, even if it’s some-
thing as simple as teaching 
them how to change a tire.

If there’s one thing 
Beauchamp wishes for 
students to grasp and hold 
onto, it’s the understand-
ing that someone in their 
life genuinely cares about 
them. Encouraging them 
to influence others in a 
positive way, he believes in 
the power of each individ-
ual to make a difference. 

“Never underestimate 
your ability to influ-
ence another person,” 
Beauchamp advises. 
“Spend the rest of your 
lives looking to influ-
ence all those around you 
in a positive way so that 
someday you will become 
the Mr. Law and Mr. Bailey 
of another person’s life. I 
believe, as people, this is 
what we are all called to 
do.”

Michael Beauchamp’s 
story serves as an inspira-
tion to his students, col-
leagues, and the Granbury 
community. From his early 
days in Phoenix to his dis-
tinguished military career 
and impactful role as a 
teacher, Michael’s commit-
ment to service and educa-
tion is a testament to his 
character and dedication. 
As he continues to shape 
the lives of his students, 
he leaves an indelible 
mark on the community 
he calls home.

GISD
FROM PAGE B1

Sonny Galindo named GHS interim head football coach

GISD school board names new principal of GHS

COURTESY OF GRANBURY ISD

Sonny Galindo, left, was recently 
named as the new interim head 
football coach and boy’s athletic 
coordinator at Granbury High 
School. Galindo had previously 
served as the GHS defensive 
coordinator since 2016.

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF GRANBURY ISD

Jamie Robinson, the previous principal of Boerne Middle School 
South in Boerne ISD, was appointed as the new Granbury High 
School principal by the Granbury ISD Board of Trustees on July 17.

Staff Reports

T
he Granbury Independent School Dis-

trict Board of Trustees announced the 

appointment of Jamie Robinson as the 

new principal of Granbury High School 

during the school board meeting on July 17. 
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Another misconception 
held by the public is that the 
average school day lasts sev-
en hours and that teachers 
are paid for a shorter-than-
average workday. To clarify 
this mistaken belief and to 
put all figures into proper 
perspective, several basic 
figures must be taken into 
account.

The average teacher yearly 
salary in Texas is $57,091 
before taxes. Since salary 
is based on 180 days per 
school year and the average 
school day is seven hours, 
that brings the yearly total of 
hours of classroom teaching 
to 1260. When the yearly in-
come is divided by the teach-
ing hours, the average teach-
er earns slightly more than 
45 dollars per hour. Seems 
quite reasonable. Right?

However, the full picture 
is not seen at this point. 
According to a recent article 
in  “Business Inside,” teach-
ers commonly work extra 
hours each day to meet all 
academic and social needs 

of their students. Additional 
responsibilities include com-
municating with parents, 
planning lessons, grading 
papers, attending required 
after-school meetings 
and professional develop-
ment sessions, along with 
after-hours school social 
functions. 

According to a recent 
study quoted in the above 
source, a typical teacher 
works an average of 54 es-
sential hours per week. That 
brings the total working 
hours per year to 1,944. That 
brings a teacher’s hourly pay 
to $29. All states require a 
minimum certification of 
a bachelor’s degree, while 
many states require a mas-
ter’s degree.

When one considers that 
hourly 29 dollar rate as, per-
haps, being fair and equita-
ble, one must also consider 
that minimum wage of $15 
for drive-through restaurant 
workers that often – but not 
always – require either a high 
school diploma or GED.

There such a significant 
nation-wide shortage of 
teachers? What is the rea-
son for such a level of dis-
satisfaction? It is true that 
teachers believe they should 
be paid for essential work 
performed, as it is with other 
professions. However, there 
are other reasons for the 
number of teachers leaving 
the profession.

Various studies indicate 
that teachers are experi-
encing heavier workloads 
caused by either outside 
situations or increased local 

and state paperwork; lack of 
classroom discipline brought 
on teachers’ and/or adminis-
trators’ inability to effective-
ly discipline, thereby causing 
classroom distractions and 
interruptions; increased stu-
dent mental health issues; 
lack of support for meeting 
teachers’ increased needs.

When teachers must take 
time off for health reasons 
or family needs, they often 
feel guilty because they re-
alize an added burden is 
placed on one or more of 
their colleagues. The absent 

teacher’s students are often 
split up among other teach-
ers, thus adding stress to 
those teachers who must 
now care for their own class 
– plus an added number of 
students. This scenario is 
played out more often than 
the public realizes, due to 
the low number of substitute 
teachers in many districts.

Add to this already-stress-
ful situation, the pandemic 
that complicated teachers’ 
lives even more. With virtual 
learning during that time, 
teachers had to oversee the 

learning process in  never-
before-thought-of methods 
of instruction. Many stu-
dents did not participate in 
their lessons due to parents 
not being at home or lack of 
interest during that time.

Educators estimate that 
the crucial learning time 
(nearly two years) lost during 
the pandemic will require up 
to four years to catch stu-
dents up on their expected 
learning objectives. Yet not 
all the blame can be placed 
upon the pandemic. Many 
warning signs were evident 
before that time. An in-
creased number of society 
members cannot do basic 
math in their heads or write 
a proper sentence or para-
graph. Some cannot read 
cursive writing.

cgheizer@gmail.com

Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!

	 	 	 			●		NO	second	visit
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	get	numbed	multiple	times
	 	 	 			●		NO	goopy	impressions	(it’s	all	done	digitally)
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	wear	temporary	crowns	for	weeks	and	weeks

CONTACT	US	TODAY	TO	LEARN	ABOUT	OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr.	Alexander	Smith	|	Dr.	Katrina	Fisher

310	W.	Bluff	St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com
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Solution for the puzzle on 
July 15 (Puzzle 39). 
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Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
social media sites.

I’VE BEEN THINKING 

“How many 
hours do most 
teachers work?”

COURTESY PHOTOS

Many people have misconceptions about the amount of work teachers do.

Carol Goodman Heizer is an author who 
moved to Hood County from Louisville, 
Kentucky in 2019. She has had short stories 
published in eight editions of “Chicken Soup 
for the Soul” books. Her column for the Hood 
County News will appear every two weeks.. 
She was a public school teacher for 17 years, 
earlier in her professional career.

CAROL GOODMAN HEIZER

M
any individuals mistakenly believe 

that teachers work approximately 

nine months a year and get paid for 

12 months. To clarify this misconcep-

tion, teachers receiving a summer check had ex-

tra money withheld from their checks during the 

school year to cover the summer months. During 

those summer months, teachers are often review-

ing new or adjusted curriculum, becoming famil-

iar with newly adopted academic standards, and 

becoming familiar with researched-based learning 

strategies, attending summer professional devel-

opment sessions, and – if time permits – catching 

up on needed rest in preparation for the upcom-

ing school year.

During summer months, 
teachers are often reviewing 
new or adjusted curriculum, 
becoming familiar with newly 
adopted academic standards, 
and becoming familiar with 
researched-based learning 
strategies, attending summer 
professional development 
sessions, and – if time permits 
– catching up on needed rest in 
preparation for the upcoming 
school year.

Samuel Barget, age 18 
from Cleburne, Champion 
“Traditional Sparring”

Miranda Smith, age 31 
from Granbury, Champion 
“Traditional Sparring”

A total of 28 students 
from Texas Elite ATA were 
invited to compete for dis-
trict titles and the school 
took home 32 medals at the 
event. 

“We are incredibly proud 
of all of our students at 
Texas Elite ATA. The vic-
tories of these champions 

serve as an inspiration to 
aspiring martial artists and 
a testament to the power 
of discipline and persever-
ance. As they bask in their 
well-deserved triumphs, 
these champions continue 
to push the boundaries of 
what is possible in the world 
of martial arts,” shared 
Janet Giusti, Marketing and 
Tournament Coordinator 
for Texas Elite ATA.

Texas Elite ATA Martial 
Arts Champions who 
achieved World rank-
ings traveled to Phoenix, 
Arizona for the World 
Championship. Out of 
25,000 Black Bets in the 

ATA only 1,500 make it 
to compete for the World 
Champion. Athletes Elisha 
Rosenkranz, Caitlin Schmidt 
and Miranda Smith Hankis 
traveled to compete in the 
Tournament of Champions. 

Placing 3rd in the world 
in both “Xtreme Forms” 
and “Xtreme Weapons” was 
Martial Arts Owner, Chief 
Instructor and 5th Degree 
Black Belt, Rosenkranz. 
Rosenkranz had achieved 
top ten in the world stand-
ing. Going into the world 
Tournament of Champions 
Rosenkranz ranked fifth 
in the world for “Creative 
Forms,” fifth in the world 

for “Creative Weapons,” 
sixth in the world for 
“X-treme Weapons,” 
and 10th in the world 
for “X-treme Forms”. 
Rosenkranz competes in 
the 4th and 5th degree 
black belt women age 30-39 
division. 

Placing 7th in the world 
in “Traditional Weapons” 
and 8th in the world in 
“Traditional Forms”, 
was co-owner of ATA 
Martial Arts Glen Rose and 
Lead Instructor, Schmidt. 
Schmidt had achieved top 
10 in the world standing. 
Schmidt is South District 
Champion in “Traditional 

Weapons” and was ranked 
fifth in the world for this 
event. She is ranked ninth in 
the world for “Traditional 
Forms.” Schmidt is a 1st 
degree black belt who com-
petes in the 1st degree 
black belt girls ages 15-17 
division. 

Miranda Smith Hankis 
received District Champion 
in “Traditional Sparring” in 
order to have competed at 
the World Championship. 
Hankis is a 1st degree black 
belt who competes in the 
1st degree black belt women 
age 30-39 division. Hankis 
placed in the top 15 in the 
world in her division. 

The Saturday Super 20 
Tournament on the 15th 
was the first tournament 
of the new season. Canyon 
Smith placed 2nd in the 
1st degree black belt ring 
ages 10-12 division. New to 
tournament competition 
Branch Ward placed 3rd in 
“Sparring” in the color divi-
sion of the 9–10-year-old 
division. Samula Barget, 
1st degree black belt men 
in the ages 18-29 division, 
received 3rd in “Creative 
Forms.” This puts all three 
of these athletes in first in 
their division in points after 
this season opener.

CHAMPIONS
FROM PAGE B1
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The RVIP provides educational loan repayment assistance or payment of tuition and fees to eligible veterinarians and veterinary medicine 
students.

“I know what it’s like to 
be the parent of newborns, 
and paying for college was 
not always at the top of my 
mind,” Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar said. “That’s 
why we’re reminding new 
parents to take advantage 
of the opportunity to lock in 
this year’s rates and lay the 
foundation for their chil-
dren’s future educational 
opportunities.”

With the Texas Tuition 
Promise Fund, participants 
can purchase tuition units 
and lock in the costs of un-
dergraduate resident tuition 
and schoolwide required 
fees at Texas public colleges 
and universities, excluding 
medical and dental insti-
tutions, based on today’s 
prices.

For additional flexibility, 
the plan also can be used at 
Texas medical and dental 
institutions, Texas private 
colleges and universities, 
out-of-state colleges and 
universities, career schools 
and registered apprentice-
ship programs, where tu-
ition is not locked in, and 

the benefits and payouts 
would be based on the 
Transfer Value.

Enrollment at 2022-23 
prices closed on Feb. 28 
for children 1 year of age 
and older. The next annual 
enrollment period begins 
on Sept. 1, with new con-
tract prices based on Texas 
public college tuition and 
schoolwide required fees 
costs for the 2023-24 school 
year.

Complete plan informa-
tion, including the plan 
description and agreement, 
current sales prices, enroll-
ment forms and more, is 
available at TuitionPromise.
org or by calling 800-445-
GRAD (4723), Option 5. 

The plan’s outreach team 
also offers free webinars 
that provide an overview of 
the plan and discuss the dif-
ferent tuition unit types and 
payment options, as well as 
provide information about 
Texas Match the Promise 
Foundationsm matching 
scholarship opportunities. 
Go to the Texas Tuition 
Promise Fund website at 

https://www.texastuition-
promisefund.com/events/ 
for information about how 
to register to attend upcom-
ing webinars.

(817) 776-6459(817) 776-6459
SparksMusicSchool.com

• We teach kids and adults

• We offer group and private 

  lessons, and homeschool 

  band

FOR FALL NOW!
REGISTERING

Music lessons for the 

whole family!

FREE INSPECTIONS!

     New Roof?For A

Let Our Experience Work For You!

30+ Years Experience Of Residential & Commercial Roofing

(817) 503-2177 | www.csiroofers.com

706 Springdale Road Bedford, TX 76021
Emergency Roofing Service Available

817-578-3131

Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm
Sat. 10am-4pm

20% OFF20% OFF
Purchase
With this coupon

Some exclusion may 
apply. Expires 8/30/2023

Immune Support 
Large Selection of  
Vitamins, Herbs& 

Essential Oils
Zyto Scans

Bee Healthy 
Nutrition Center

1450 E. Hwy. 377,
 GRANBURY, TX 76048

OUR MISSION: The Hood County News shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that edu-
cates, enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.

Texas Prepaid Tuition Plan newborn 
enrollment deadline approaches

Apply for 2023 Rural Veterinarian 
Incentive Program Education Assistance 

Staff Reports

T
exas families have through July 31 to 

enroll their newborns at 2022-23 prices 

in the Texas Tuition Promise Fund®, the 

state’s prepaid college tuition plan. New-

borns are children younger than 1 year of age at 

the time of enrollment.

COURTESY PHOTO

With the Texas Tuition Promise Fund, participants can purchase 
tuition units and lock in the costs of undergraduate resident 
tuition and schoolwide required fees at Texas public colleges and 
universities, excluding medical and dental institutions, based on 
today’s prices.

Staff reports

The Texas Animal Health 
Commission (TAHC) 
is now accepting Rural 
Veterinarian Incentive 
Program (RVIP) applica-
tions for the 2023 cycle. 
Applications may be sub-
mitted through September 
5, 2023. 

The RVIP provides edu-
cational loan repayment 
assistance or payment of 
tuition and fees to eligible 
veterinarians and veteri-
nary medicine students. In 
return for commitment to 
work in designated rural ar-
eas in Texas, up to a total of 
$180,000 may assist quali-
fying recipients. 

“The RVIP offers a great 
opportunity to receive up 
to $45,000 for each year of 
full-time veterinary ser-
vice in rural communities 
in need of a veterinarian,” 
Dr. Andy Schwartz, TAHC 
Executive Director and State 
Veterinarian said. “We are 
pleased that this program 

seeks to provide assistance 
to veterinarians and veteri-
nary medical students and 
the designated rural com-
munities that will benefit 
from veterinary services in 
their areas.” 

To qualify for this pro-
gram, applicants must meet 
the following requirements: 
 be a currently en-

rolled student or graduate 
of a Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine program at Texas 
Tech University’s School 
of Veterinary Medicine or 
Texas A&M University’s 
School of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical 
Sciences; o Graduates must 
have graduated within four 
years of the application date 
and be a licensed veterinar-
ian. o Students currently 
enrolled in an out-of-state 
accredited college of veteri-
nary medicine may apply 
if they graduated from a 
Texas high school or under-
graduate institution. 
 be a U.S. citizen or a 

Legal Permanent Resident; 

 not be currently fulfill-
ing another obligation to 
provide veterinary medical 
services as part of a scholar-
ship agreement, an educa-
tional loan agreement, or 
another educational loan 
repayment agreement; 
 have received an eligible 

education loan for at least 
50 percent of the funds 
for tuition and fees for one 
or more academic years 
while enrolled in an accred-
ited school of veterinary 
medicine; 
 agree to practice veteri-

nary medicine full-time in 
an eligible rural county in 
Texas for at least one calen-
dar year; and 
 be otherwise eligible to 

receive payment from the 
funding source. 

Applications are submit-
ted to the RVIP Committee 
through a process facilitat-
ed by the TAHC. Applicants 
should submit the complet-
ed RVIP Application Form 
and all required attach-
ments by email to rvip@

tahc.texas.gov or by mail to 
Rural Veterinarian Incentive 
Program; Texas Animal 
Health Commission; P.O. 
Box 12966; Austin, Texas 
78711. 

For the 2023 application 
cycle, participants are only 
eligible to receive assis-
tance for qualified educa-
tional loan debt incurred 
after March 3, 2021, and 
can only receive assistance 
for service obligation peri-
ods that will be completed 
before December 31, 2024, 
due to the source of funding 
under Section 9901 of the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2021 (Subtitle M of the 
Title IX of Pub. L. 117-2). 

Learn more about the 
RVIP, who qualifies, and 
how to apply: https://www.
tahc.texas.gov/vets/rvip.
html.
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BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

The waves have already de-
stroyed your sandcastle.

They’ve brought fresh grit 
for the kids to bury you un-
der, and that’ll make a good 
base for your beach um-
brella, too. Now you’re kick-
ing your feet, slapping your 
hands on the ocean’s sur-
face, getting everybody wet 
and it’s okay. Everyone’s hav-
ing fun but in the new book, 
“Chasing Shadows” by Greg 
Skomal, you’re not the only 
one enjoying the water.

Even though he was just a 
kid, Greg Skomal knew from 
the first moments of a 1968 
Jacques Cousteau TV special 
that he wanted to work with 
sharks. It wasn’t just an in-
terest; it was a passion. With 
an eye toward the ocean, 
he attended college, then 
looked for a job. 

He was lucky, he says, to 
have landed work with a 
series of mentors who were 
giants in the field. The “shar-
kophile” learned a lot from 
them.

In the early 1900s, sci-
ence knew very little about 

sharks; sharks were just an-
other tournament fish but by 
the 1950s, Florida’s “Shark 
Lady,” Eugenie Clark, had 
begun positing that sharks 
“had gotten a bad rap.” 
Encouraged by this, other 
scientists, often spurred by 
shark attacks, began study-
ing the creatures with fresh 
eyes – while at the same 
time, weary locals some-
times called for total annihi-
lation of all sharks, period.

A certain 1975 movie 
about a shark didn’t help the 

creatures’ reputation.
Still, marine biologists and 

researchers – who still have 
holes in their knowledge of 
sharks –strove to change 
how people perceived a crea-
ture that’s built for chomp-
ing. Tournaments urged tag-
ging, not killing. Laws sprang 
up to protect the sharks. 
Knowing more about sharks 
often meant seeing them in 
their own turf, which Skomal 
thought was “so cool.” 
Saving sharks was about 
wanting “to figure out how 
to conserve them. It wasn’t 
about shark attacks.”

And yet, it is Skomal 
said, “My perspective has 
changed, as I’ve seen what 
white sharks can do to 
people. It’s very rare, but it 
happens. I’m no longer the 
scientist that says it doesn’t 
happen.”

There’s a towel in your 
beach bag, and some sun-
screen. You brought snacks 
and sunglasses. Now toss 
“Chasing Shadows” in there, 
and you’re all set.

This book is really the per-
fect summer getaway book: 
it’ll thrill you, teach you, 

scare you, and charm you 
– possibly all on the same 
page. Author Greg Skomal 
(with Ret Talbot) brings the 
most appealing, wide-eyed 
Gee-Whiz to his story and 
his factualness makes you 
want to spend time with him, 
mostly because he doesn’t 
talk down to readers. He 
obviously wants you to be 
as excited and respectful of 
sharks as he is; it helps that 
between Skomal’s personal 
story are tales of shark en-
counters and some of them 
didn’t turn out well. How can 
you resist?

This is a great book for 
anyone who wishes they’d 
become a marine biologist, 
or for someone who might 
anyhow someday. It’s ab-
solutely for beach-reading, 
and for abundant watchful-
ness in this summer of shark 
bites. If you think you might 
skip “Chasing Shadows,” 
you’re all wet.

Now, he’s going for anoth-
er national title and record 
as he will be competing in 
the 15-16 age group at this 
year’s AAU Junior Olympics 
in Des Moines, Iowa July 26-
Aug. 5. Joining him will be 
his younger brother, Malachi, 
who competes in the Boys 
8-Under division.

The duo also qualified for 
the USA Track & Field Junior 
Olympics, going on Eugene, 
Oregon next week, but they 
opted to go Des Moines 
instead.

The pair compete for Mach 
I Track Club in Weatherford. 

“I have seen Gannon giving 
advice to his little brother 
at practice at times. As a 
coach, it’s nice to see that the 
older brother is taking the 
time and giving guidance to 
Malachi,” Mach I Coach Lupe 
Torres said. “Both are re-
ally hard workers and really 
competitive.”

The two also recently com-
peted at the USATF Region 
12 Meet at Clark Stadium in 
Fort Worth, turning in solid 
performances that earned 
them the JO qualifications in 
that organization.

Gannon won the 1500 with 
a time of 4:15.7 and the 3000 
in 9:22.93. Malachi topped 
the field in the 1500, clock-
ing a 6:03.58.

Also competing from 
Granbury in the girls cat-
egory were sisters Josefina 
and Karolina Berry in the 
17-18 division, along with 
Aiden Lemens in 15-16 Boys. 
Natalia Fabian also qualified 
among Girls 17-18 but did 
not compete.

Josefina and Karolina nar-
rowly missed qualifying for 
the USATF Junior Olympics, 
finishing ninth and 10th 
in the 3000 with time of 
5:55.17 and 6:14.14, respec-
tively. The top eight quali-
fied to move on.

Josefina was also 15th in 
the 800, posting a time of 
2:50.17.

Lemens was, likewise, 
close to qualifying for na-
tionals. He was 10th in the 
3000 with a clocking of 
10:06.02.

SEALS SWIMMING
The Granbury SEALS 

swim team competed at 
the Amateur Athletic Union 
All-Star Invitational in 
Texarkana this past week-
end, a prelude and qualify-
ing event for the AAU Junior 
Olympics in Des Moins, Iowa. 
The swimming portion of the 
AAU JO is July 27-30.

Qualifiers for the SEALS 
this year include Bethany 
Crowe (Girls 15-18), Heath 
Crowe (Boys 15-18), Logan 
Crowe (Boys 13-14), Leah 
Citzler (Girls 9-10), Carmen 
Citzler (Girls 13-14), 
Madeline Baysinger (Girls 
8-Under), Davis Moore (Boys 
8-Under), Bailey McDermont 
(Girls 15-18), Tyler 
McDermont (Boys 15-18), 
Bailey Stone (Girls 13-14), 
John Stone (Boys 9-10) and 
Mason Prince (Boys 9-10).

Junior Olympics is a quali-
fying meet by times. The 
times can be swum any time 
during the season. 

“I think it makes meets a 
little more exciting,” SEALS 
Coach Janet Steenberge said.

The Crowe siblings com-
peted last year at the AAU 
JO. Bethany earned three 
bronze medals.

“They came back with so 
many stories, more are inter-
ested!” Steenberge added.

And now, more are going.

Here are the SEALS results 
from the All-Star Invitational

Distances in yards

Girls

8-Under
50 free: 1. Madeline 

Baysinger, 56.94; 3. Eliana 
Sanchez, 1:11.18.

50 back: 2. Sanchez, 
1:11.07; 3. Baysinger, 
1:13.41.

9-10
100 breast: 1. Leah Citzler, 

2:09.99.
100 back: 3. Citzler, 

2:06.24.
200 IM: 1. Citzler, 4:22.01.
50 free: 3. Citzler, 48.49.
50 back: 2. Citzler, 58.65.

11-12
400 free: 1. Annabel Ross, 

7:15.99.
50 fly: 1. Ross, 42.61.
100 back: 1. Lilly McKelvy, 

1:41.54
200 IM: 2. Ross, 3:47.40.
50 free: 1. McKelvy, 39.04; 

3. Kaia Boulware, 39.74.
50 back: 1. McKelvy, 46.40; 

2. Boulware, 47.65.
12-Under
200 free relay: 1. Boulware, 

McKelvy, Citzler, Ross, 
2:48.75.

13-14
50 free: 1. Bailey Stone, 

35.09.
100 back: 2. Stone, 1:42.72.
200 free: 1. Carmen 

Citzler, 2:46.57; 3. Stone, 
3:07.59.

100 fly: 2. Citzler, 1:37.46.
100 free: 1. Citzler, 

1:19.17; 2. Stone, 1:20.77.
200 IM: 1. Citzler, 3:22.06.
200 back: 1. Citzler, 

3:00.87.
200 fly: 1. Citzler, 3:44.16.

15-18
200 free: 1. Bethany Crowe, 

2:35.72.
200 breast: 1. Crowe, 

3:10.78.
100 fly: 2. Crowe, 1:25.79.
100 breast: 1. Crowe, 

1:28.57.
200 IM: 1. Crowe, 2:52.70.

Boys

8-Under
50 free: 5. Davis Moore, 

1:02.48.
50 back: 4. Moore, 1:13.32.

9-10
200 free: 1. Mason Prince, 

3:15.18.
50 fly: 1. Prince, 41.03; 3. 

John Stone, 54.39.
200 back: 1. Prince, 

1:41.78; 2. Stone, 1:49.14.
200 IM: 1. Prince, 3:43.56.
50 free: 1. Prince, 38.39; 

2. Stone, 40.13; 5. Jaxon 
McKelvy, 56.01.

50 back: 1. Prince, 46.37; 
2. Stone, 49.37; 6. McKelvy, 
1:12.76.

11-12
400 free: 3. Cameron 

Brinkman, 7:28.32.
200 free: 3. Brinkman, 

3:35.91.
100 breast: 4. Brinkman, 

2:08.94.
50 free: 4. Brinkman, 

46.50.

12-Under
200 free relay: 1. 

Brinkman, Prince, Stone, 
McKelvy, 3:12.63.

13-14
50 free: 1. Logan Crowe, 

31.84.
100 back: 1. Crowe, 

1:20.21.
200 free: 1. Crowe, 2:28.60.
200 breast: 1. Crowe, 

3:25.92.
100 fly: 2. Crowe, 1:36.33
100 breast: 1. Crowe, 

1:33.51.
200 IM: 1. Crowe, 3:07.42.

15-18
200 breast: 1. Heath 

Crowe, 3:10.65.
100 fly: 2. Crowe, 1:18.90.
100 breast: 1. Crowe, 

1:26.50.

WOMEN’S RODEO
Tolar’s Jordan Briggs 

is atop the Women’s 
Professional Rodeo 
Association barrel racing 
standings with $99,303.33 
won as of last week. She is 
one of three area competi-
tors in the top 50.

Granbury’s Stevi Hillman 
is 21st with $41,189.73 and 
Tolar’s Keyla Costa is 38th 
with $25,524.73.

In breakaway roping, 
Sarah Angelone of Lipan is 
in fifth place, having won 
$61,106.31, while McKenna 
Hickson, also from Lipan, 
is 25th with winnings of 
$26,906.87.

MEN’S RODEO
Patrick Smith of Lipan 

is in fifth place among 
team roping-heelers on 
the Professional Cowboys 
Association circuit. As of last 
week, he had money win-
nings of $68,026.79.

Among bareback riders, 
Bodee Lammers of Tolar is 
also in the top 50. He sat in 
47th place with winnings so 
far this season of $21,901.38.

COURTESY PHOTOS BY AMBER STONE

Bethany Crowe (left) and Jaxon McKelvy (right) compete at the Amateur Athletic Union All-Star Invitational in Texarkana. Bethany will be 
returning to the AAU Junior Olympics swim meet July 27-30 in Des Moines, Iowa. She earned three bronze medals there in 2022.

Dolan returning to nationals, bringing brother with him
SEALS qualify many for Junior Olympics
BY RICK MAUCH
Special to the Hood County News

L
ast year Gannon Dolan of Granbury ran 

faster than any boy ever had before in 

3000-meter race in the Boys 13-14 divi-

sion at the Amateur Athletic Union Junior 

Olympics. He set a national record in winning with 

a time of 8 minutes, 59 seconds.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MACH I TRACK CLUB

Malachi (left) and Gannon Dolan will be competing in the Amateur 
Athletic Union Junior Olympics track meet in Des Moines, Iowa July 
26-Aug. 5. Malachi will be in the Boys 8-Under division and Gannon 
in the Boys 15-16. Last summer, Gannon set a national record in the 
Boys 13-14 division by winning the 3000-meter race in a time of 8 
minutes, 59 seconds.

The perfect summer getaway book…if you like sharks

COURTESY PHOTO BY  
KIMBERLY SKOMAL

Author Greg Skomal.

“Chasing Shadows: My Life 
Tracking the Great White Shark” 
by Greg Skomal with Ret Talbot 

C.2023, WILLIAM MORROW,  

$29.99, 354 PAGES
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STEPHENVILLE — 
Beginning fall 2023, 
Cleburne High School stu-
dents can earn university 
credit before they gradu-
ate, thanks to Tarleton 
State University’s dual 
enrollment program, 
Tarleton Today.

Tarleton and Cleburne 
Independent School 
District leaders signed the 
agreement in April.

“This partnership 
strengthens our commit-
ment to educational at-
tainment for all Texans,” 
said Tarleton President 
James Hurley. “Earning 
university credit while 
learning the expectations 
of higher education helps 
high school students 
bridge the transition to 
college while also saving 
them money.”

Tarleton already works 
with more than 350 
school districts state-
wide, including Cleburne, 
through its nationally 
acclaimed Distinguished 
High School Partners out-
reach. Launched in 2020, 
the program guarantees 
admission and provides 
annual scholarships to 
qualifying seniors.

Students participating 
in Tarleton Today take 
university courses over 
a traditional school year, 
receiving the high school 
portion of their instruc-
tion from their high 

school teacher and the 
university portion from a 
Tarleton professor. In ad-
dition to course content, 
Tarleton faculty empower 
students with university-
ready skills and provide 
professional development 
for collaborating teachers.

“This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our stu-
dents, especially those 
considering the study of 
veterinary medicine in 
college,” said Dr. Mark 
McClure, Cleburne ISD 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Student Services. 
“They will be receiving 
high school credit and 
four hours of college 
credit with successful 

completion of the course. 
Students will challenge 
themselves academically, 
as the class will reflect the 
rigor of the college class-
room, while also achiev-
ing college credit at a rea-
sonable price. It’s a real 
win-win for our students.”

Agriculture science 
teacher Wacey Newman 
will attend three days of 
training at Tarleton as the 
high school’s instructor 
of the dual-credit class. 

“We are excited to add 
this to the list of dual-
credit courses available 
at the high school and 
our career and techni-
cal education program,” 
Dr. McClure said. “This is 

one more example of the 
partnership we have with 
Tarleton, and we are very 
appreciative of this col-
lege-level learning experi-
ence for our students.”

Tarleton is developing 
dual enrollment oppor-
tunities in agricultural 
and STEM areas with 
school districts through-
out Texas. Districts will 
choose the courses they 
offer.

Dual enrollment classes 
use the same lesson 
materials and learn-
ing objectives as cours-
es taught at a Tarleton 
campus. Students who 
continue their education 
at Tarleton automatical-
ly qualify for additional 
scholarships.

A founding member of 
The Texas A&M University 
System, Tarleton is 
breaking records — in 
enrollment, research, 
scholarship, athletics, 
philanthropy and engage-
ment — while transform-
ing the lives of more 
than 16,000 students in 
Stephenville, Fort Worth, 
Waco, Midlothian, Texas 
A&M-RELLIS and online. 
True to Tarleton’s values 
of excellence, integrity, 
and respect, academic 
programs emphasize real 
world learning and ad-
dress regional, state and 
national needs.

STEPHENVILLE — by Fort Worth 
Inc. magazine. He is cited among 
the movers and shakers in the 
education category of the Summer 
2023 issue.

“It is an honor to receive this 
prestigious mention along with 
others who are doing so much 
in the name of education in Fort 
Worth and North Texas,” said Dr. 
Hurley. “I am humbled to join such 
an elite group of visionaries.”

Tarleton State has become one 
of the country’s fastest growing 
comprehensive public universities 
since Dr. Hurley’s arrival in 2019.

Under his leadership, the uni-
versity created and implement-
ed Tarleton Forward 2030: Our 
Future-Focused Strategic Plan, a 
blueprint for becoming the pre-
mier comprehensive public univer-
sity in the nation. During this time, 
Tarleton has elevated its academ-
ics, research, enrollment, retention 
rates, graduation rates, diversity, 
fundraising, athletics, and regional 
engagement.

Dr. Hurley’s signature initia-
tives include the distinguished 
high school and community col-
lege partnership programs, the 
President’s Excellence in Research 
Scholars (PERS), and membership 
into the prestigious Association 
of Public Land-Grant Universities 
(APLU).

He launched the largest-ever 
comprehensive capital campaign 
in Tarleton history. The university 
shattered the $100 million goal in 
2022, raising and eclipsing a new 
target of $125 million two years 
ahead of schedule.

The 400 has been a Fort Worth 

Inc. staple since 2018, recogniz-
ing Tarrant County residents who 
wield significant influence in edu-
cation, arts and leisure, banking 
and finance, economic develop-
ment, government, healthcare and 
life sciences, industry, nonprofits 
and foundations, philanthropy, 
professional services, real estate, 
religion, sports and transportation.

The honorees were guests at a 
June 18 reception at the Fort Worth 
Club.

A founding member of The 
Texas A&M University System, 
Tarleton is breaking records — in 
enrollment, research, scholarship, 
athletics, philanthropy and engage-
ment — while transforming the 
lives of more than 16,000 students 
in Stephenville, Fort Worth, Waco, 
Midlothian, Texas A&M-RELLIS and 
online. True to Tarleton’s values of 
excellence, integrity, and respect, 
academic programs emphasize 
real world learning and address re-
gional, state and national needs.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY  

Intercollegiate Tennis Association announced that Tarleton is an ITA All-Academic Team for the ninth time since 2012

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY  

Tarleton State University President 

James Hurley has been honored as 

one of the 400 most influential North 

Texans.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Cleburne High School students enrolling in Advanced Animal 
Science starting in 2023 will achieve both high school and 
college credit through a partnership with the Tarleton State 
University Tarleton Today program. The dual-enrollment class 
will result in four hours of college credit.

Cleburne ISD signs Tarleton 
State Dual Enrollment Pact

FW Inc. names Tarleton 
President Hurley to Top 
400 Most Influential

Tarleton tennis team named ITA  
All-Academic Team for 5th straight season

This week, the 
Intercollegiate Tennis 

Association announced 
that Tarleton is an ITA 

All-Academic Team for 
the ninth time since 2012, 
including all three years at 
the NCAA Division I level. 
The ITA All-Academic Team 
award is open to any ITA 
program that has a cumula-
tive team grade point aver-

age of 3.20 or above (on a 
4.00 scale). All varsity let-
terwinners are factored into 
the cumulative team GPA 
for the current academic 
year.

Five student-athletes were 
also named Women’s Tennis 

ITA Scholar-Athletes; Elsa 
Boisson, Martha Makantasi, 
Emma Persson, Audrey 
Pacheco, and Celia Vaudiau. 
This marks the third such 
awards for each of Boisson, 
Makantasi and Vaudiau, 
with Persson and Pacheco 

earning their first.
The Texans’ success on 

the court was no different, 
with the team posting a .778 
winning percentage,S

TEPHENVILLE – For the fifth consecutive 

season, Tarleton Tennis has claimed one 

of the top academic honors as a team in 

their sport.
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Summertime has many 
folks using the lakes and 
waterways and many will 
visit other bodies of water. 
The TPWD states that “The 
best way to prevent the 
spread of many harmful 
aquatic invasive species is 
to clean, drain and dry your 
boats and equipment every 
time.”

Transporting prohibited 
aquatic invasive species in 
Texas is illegal and pun-
ishable with a fine of up to 
$500 per violation for the 
first offense. It’s also the 
law that boaters must drain 
all water from their boat 
and onboard receptacles, 
including bait buckets, be-
fore leaving or approaching 

a body of fresh water. They 
must also remove all inva-
sive plants from the boat 
and trailer before leaving a 
lake.

Zebra mussels and giant 
salvinia continue to spread 
to new areas in Texas. While 
they remain as some of the 
biggest threats to Texas 
lakes, other highly invasive 
species that boaters can 
transport include water hya-
cinth, crested floating heart 
and quagga mussels.

Zebra mussels can be at-
tached to boats or micro-
scopic zebra mussel larvae 
can be transported in re-
sidual water in the boat. 
Taking just a few minutes 
to clean, drain and dry 
boats can make a huge dif-
ference. Zebra mussels are 
now found in 36 Texas lakes 

across seven river basins. 
Once they’ve been intro-
duced and become estab-
lished in a lake, nothing can 
be done to control or eradi-
cate them.

Giant salvinia, a free-float-
ing aquatic fern that can 
double its coverage area in 
a week, is one of the major 
threats to our lakes. This 
highly invasive plant can 
produce thick surface mats 
that make fishing, boat-
ing, swimming, and other 
water recreation nearly 
impossible.

TPWD urges boaters to 
follow these three simple 
but crucial steps to clean, 
drain and dry boats and 
gear before traveling from 
lake to lake.

Remove plants, mud, and 
debris.

Drain all water from the 
boat and gear.

Once back home, open 
compartments and allow 
everything to dry com-
pletely for at least a week, if 
possible.

If a boat has been stored 
in the water at a lake with 
invasive mussels, it is 
likely infested and poses 
an extremely high risk for 
transporting these inva-
sive species to a new lake. 
Before moving the boat, call 
TPWD at (512) 389-4848 
for guidance. To learn more 
about zebra mussels and 
other invasive species in 
Texas, visit tpwd.texas.gov/
StopInvasives. 

HOOD COUNTY  

FISHING REPORT

Lake Granbury is full 
thanks to the water releas-
es from Possum Kingdom. 
Water temperatures are in 
the upper 80s to low 90s 
(Hot). A thermocline is pres-
ent around 15 – 20ft depth 
in most areas. Despite the 
hot water, fishing has been 

Fair to good for many spe-
cies. Best reports are to fish 
early and late most days and 
pray for some cooling rain. 
Striped bass to 10lbs are 
possible on the lower ends 
on live bait and downrigging 
jigs. Crappies numbers are 
good on small jigs and min-
nows fished on submerged 
structure about 10 to 15 
feet down. Largemouth bass 
are good to 7lbs near flats 
adjacent to creek channels 
and near shaded docks.  
Some morning schooling ac-
tion has been reported near 
Decordova. Sandbass are 
on structure in 10 to 15 feet 
of water and can be had on 
spinner baits and slabs. Best 
sandbass catches are from 
Indian Harbor to Decordova 
subdivision. Catfish are best 
at night on cut-bait. 

On other reservoirs. 
Crappie limits are common 
on Benbrook on jigs and 
small minnows.  Whitney 
striped bass limits continue 
to be common on live/cut 
bait on channel ledges from 
Mccown to Bear Creek in 30 
feet of water.  

COURTESY PHOTO

According to the TPWD, best way to prevent the spread of many harmful aquatic invasive species is to 
clean, drain and dry your boats and equipment every time.

HCNJunior
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N A T I O N A L

D A Y

AmeliaAmeliaAmeliaAmelia
EARHART

Amelia Earhart was an amazing and courageous 
woman who became a famous pilot. She lived 

a long time ago, in the early 1900s, but 
her story still inspires people today.

Amelia loved to explore 
and try new things. When she 

was a little girl, she built a 
homemade roller coaster in 
her backyard and even flew 

a homemade kite. But her 
real passion was airplanes. 
She dreamed of flying 
high in the sky like a bird.

When she grew 
up, Amelia became 
the first woman to 
fly solo across the 
Atlantic Ocean. That 

means she flew all 
by herself in a tiny plane 

from one side of the ocean 
to the other. She was very brave 

to take on such a big adventure!
Amelia didn't stop there. She 

wanted to be the first woman to fly 
around the whole world. Sadly, during 

her attempt, her plane disappeared 
and she was never found. Even though 

she didn't finish her journey, Amelia's 
spirit and determination continue to 

inspire people around the world.
Amelia Earhart showed 

us that with hard work and 
determination, we can achieve 
our dreams. She proved that 
girls can do anything they 
set their minds to, even if 
it seems impossible. So 
whenever you see an airplane 
flying in the sky, remember 
Amelia Earhart and let her 
story remind you to never 
give up on your dreams!

J u l y  2 4

Amelia Earhart

Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

S E R O L P X E V Y

P Y S W Z J G A D X

I C I T N A L T A C

R W O M A N N C M Q

I T H C A E N A L P

T O N A V I G A T E

Z L J D Y B G V R M

R I P L O C E A N D

V P F K A I M Z V N

Z E R U T N E V D A

Word Bank

1. plane 2. spirit 3. fly 4. navigate

5. adventure 6. woman 7. explore 8. pilot

9. ocean 10. atlantic

Scientists found pieces of plane 
wreckage on the coral island of 
Nikumaroro in 1991. They have 

used radiation to observe writing 
on the rusted metal and believe 

that the pieces belonged to 
Earhart’s plane. 

CIRCUMNAVIGATE

To travel all the way around

When Earhart and her plane 
went missing, she was 

attempting to circumnavigate 
the Earth

Behind Acton Elementary

3015 James Rd.
Granbury, TX
817-326-5330

2111 E. Hwy. 377
 Granbury, TX
817-573-2808

Reinke Family
Owned Since 1999 

www.creations-childcare.com

THE

of

2018

COURTESY OF MIKE ACOSTA

Pictured left to right are Sam 
Conghiundi, Don O’Brien and 
Ben VanDyke. Don took his two 
visiting sons-in-law striped bass 
fishing on Granbury. Don is a 
Granbury resident.

Clean, drain and 
dry your boat

As a licensed professional fishing guide, 
Michael Acosta shows you how to find 
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35 
years, he has been fishing all of his life, and 
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

T
he Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

(TPWD) is stressing to Clean, Drain and 

Dry your boat to prevent the spread of 

invasive species on all our Texas waters.
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BRIDGE STREET HISTORY CENTER

Another look at the Mitchell-Truitt Feud 

It’s a story that has its be-
ginning right here in Hood 
County. I have discovered 
that the closer you look into 
the facts about the feud, the 
more the story pulls you in 
and the more you see aspects 
of the story you may have 
overlooked in previous ex-
aminations. When I have an 
opportunity to tell people 
about the feud, I normally 
tell them about the principal 
players and the main facts of 
the tragedy. 

How far I go into the facts 
from there is determined by 
their perceived interest in the 
story. Although the principal 
players and the facts sur-
rounding the feud are not the 
primary focus of my column 
today, I do need to review 
a few details for you very 
quickly. 

The dispute between the 
Mitchells and the Truitts 
came to a head on the 
Mambrino road on Saturday, 
March 28, 1874. The Truitt 
and Mitchell families were 
returning to their homes in 
Tankersly’s Bend (now known 
as Mitchell Bend) after the 
completion of a trial on a civil 
dispute over money. Nelson 
“Cooney” Mitchell had sued P. 
M. Truitt for money Mitchell 
said Truitt owed him and 
Truitt said he did not owe. 
The jury agreed with Truitt. 

Emotions were running very 
high after the trial and an 
argument broke out between 
the families as they rode 
home. 

The dispute escalated and 
brothers Sam and Isaac Truitt 
were killed in a shoot-out 
with the Mitchell “boys.” Sam 
received a shotgun blast in 
the back. Isaac, who was only 
16 years old, was killed by 
two gunshot wounds to the 
head, so closely fired that 
one witness who saw Isaac 
after the shooting said there 
were powder burns on his 
face. The oldest Truitt boy, 
James, was critically wound-
ed by a shot gun blast to his 
shoulder. Cooney’s son, Bill 
Mitchell, and his friend, Mit 
Graves, fled the county after 
the shooting. Cooney, W. J. 
Owens, and D. A. Shaw were 
all arrested the next day for 
the murders of Sam and Isaac 
and the wounding of James. 

The defendants were all 
quickly tried and convicted 
for their alleged roles in the 
shoot-out. Owens and Shaw 
were sent to prison. Cooney 
was sentenced to death by 
hanging. This is where it gets 
problematic for me and for 
the residents of Hood County, 
in 1874. Long story short, it 
appears to me from the avail-
able information that the 
people of Hood County tried, 

convicted, and hung an in-
nocent man. Everyone knew, 
including the prosecutor, the 
judge and James Truitt (the 
primary witness for state), 
that Cooney did not par-
ticipate in the actual shoot-
out. He was never accused 
of direct involvement in the 
shooting of the Truitts. The 
records show that Cooney’s 
only “crime” was his en-
couraging Bill and the other 
assailants to “give ‘em hell 
boys” as they rode past him 
headed for what turned out 
to be the bloody shoot-out. 
Those words were enough for 
the 12 good men on the jury 
to convict Cooney of murder. 
He was hanged on October 
9, 1875. The shooting and 
Cooney’s hanging were just 
the opening salvo of the 
Mitchell-Truitt Feud, but that 
portion of the story will have 
to suffice for today. 

 What I want to do today, 
and next week, is tell you 
about two men who both had 
ancillary roles in the Feud. 
They weren’t Mitchell’s or 
Truitt’s, and neither was actu-
ally involved in the contro-
versy surrounding the feud; 
however, they both have 
interesting ties to the feud. I 
want to tell you about Wilson 
Hopkins Barker and J. G. 
Swofford. I think Mr. Barker 
and Sheriff Swofford may 
have known each other, but I 
can’t say that with certainty 
since they each entered the 
story at different points in 
the history of the feud. In oth-
er words, their tie is that they 
both had a link to the feud. 

I’ve written about Mr. 
Barker before, so let’s just 
start with him. We will talk 
about Sheriff Swofford next 
week. Mr. Barker came to 
Texas from Illinois in 1846, 

settling in what is now 
Hopkins County in east 
Texas. In search of more land, 
he moved with his wife, Eliza, 
and their children to this part 
of the state, in 1859. After a 
long journey by oxcart, the 
Barker’s originally settled 
near the entrance to what is 
today Fossil Rim, in Somervell 
County. However, by 1866, 
the year Hood County was 
formed, the Barkers were 
living in Hood County. Mr. 
Barker was elected by his fel-
low citizens to serve as one of 
the County’s original commis-
sioners. Because I don’t have 
time to tell you much more 
about Mr. Barker, I do want to 
tell you what I personally find 
most interesting about Mr. 
Barker. 

In 1901, he composed a 
series of what he referred to 
as “sketches.” Mr. Barker’s 
sketches were based on his 
personal recollections of 
what life was like in the early 
years following his arrival 
in the area in 1859. We have 
the fully restored original 
manuscript of his sketches 
on display at the history 
center. Mr. Barker’s sketches 
provide invaluable insight 
into what life was like dur-
ing the frontier years in this 
area of the state; however, the 
truly remarkable fact about 
Mr. Barker’s sketches is that 
when he wrote them, he was 
blind and had been blind for 
19 years. How do we know 
that you ask? Mr. Barker’s 
statement in the introduction 
to his sketches gives us in-
sight into how he was able to 
accomplish this feat: “My pa-
per and guide before me lies, 
with pencil in hand and two 
blind eyes. I have determined 
to write what comes to mind, 
although for 19 years being 
totally blind.” Suffice it to 
say that there is much more 
that could be said about Mr. 
Barker and about his account 
of life on the frontier in the 
early years, but the question 
for us today is: “How does Mr. 
Barker fit into the Mitchell-
Truitt Feud?” Well, it goes like 

this. 
In 1874, when the shoot-out 

occurred on the Mambrino 
road, Mr. Barker was liv-
ing with his family in the 
Tankersly Bend area of Hood 
County. In other words, 
he was a neighbor of the 
Mitchell’s and the Truitt’s. 
He knew both families. The 
way the story came down 
in the Barker family, as told 
to me by Mr. Barker’s great, 
great-granddaughter, Vircy 
Macatee, Cooney was sitting 
in a wagon in front of Mr. 
Barker when Bill Mitchell and 
his crew rode by on their way 
to what became the deadly 
shoot-out. Consequently, Mr. 
Barker knew firsthand that 
Cooney was not involved in 
the shoot-out. He did hear 
Cooney utter those fateful 
words, “give’em hell boys.” 
It was thereafter the opin-
ion of the Barker family that 
Hood County had hanged an 
innocent man. I believe the re-
cord supports their opinion. 
Another interesting twist to 
the Barker family’s tie to the 
feud is that, Mr. Barker’s son, 
B.F.”Doc” Barker, was one of 
the first men to come up on 
the scene after the shoot-out. 

He and two other men dis-
covered the bodies of Sam 
and Isaac Truitt and helped 
remove them from the scene. 
So, as I mentioned at the out-
set, when you start looking 
into the feud, you find that 
there are a lot of interesting 
“side” stories related to the 
main event. Next week we will 
talk about the story of Sheriff 
J. G. Swofford and how his 
tragic life was touched by the 
feud.

tdhdds@outlook.com

Dr. Tom Hamilton has been a Granbury 
resident since 1975, retiring from his dental 
practice in downtown Granbury after 40 
years. He is a member of the Bridge Street 
History Center’s Board of Directors and an 
avid golfer and gardener. Tom and Martha 
live in Water’s Edge and enjoy the lake and 

their grandkids.

BY TOM HAMILTON

O
ver the years I have written a number of 

columns on the various aspects of the 

Mitchell-Truitt Feud. It’s a fascinating 

story, with many twists and turns as it un-

folds. At the same time, it is a very sad and tragic tale 

that reveals how two families turned from friends 

and neighbors into bitter and ultimately deadly en-

emies. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured is Wilson Hopkins Barker.
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Mr. and Mrs. Allen share a kiss after their wedding ceremony at the Harbor Lakes Nursing and Rehabilitation Center on July 15.
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Gone but not 
forgotten

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

A Granbury woman found military items and 
memorabilia in her attic and eventually found 
the family of the items and returned them. 

Granbury resident Emily Hood was cleaning 
out her attic in preparation of turning it into 
an apartment. When she started to trash items, 
she noticed a box that stood out. It wasn’t until 
the next day she opened the box and found nu-
merous military-related items. 

She found annuals from school, pictures, 
military plaques, awards, and all sorts of 
things. 

“I was very touched when I looked through 
his things. It was like he was saying I’m free 
if that makes sense… It was a great feeling,” 
Hood said. “What was strange was it was July 
3rd and I just felt the need to try and find his 
family because he should be respected. He 
shouldn’t be sitting in a loft somewhere in a 
box.” 

Hood then took the information she had and 
put it out on Facebook to try to find anyone 
connected to Metcalfe, which is exactly what 
she did.

She found Metcalfe’s daughter on Facebook 
and connected through there. 

“I was shocked and very happy. It brought 
back memories to find out Emily had found my 
dad’s military memories,” Michelle Metcalfe 
said.

Roger Lee Metcalfe was born in 1942 and 
passed away in 2010. He began serving in the 
Air Force right after his 18th birthday in 1960 
and served until 1983. He was in the Special 
Investigations Unit as a Master Sergeant and 
was also a Purple Heart recipient and received 
the Meritorious Service Medal for outstanding 
service.

Michelle received two large booklets with 
certificates in them and a wooden plaque from 
the Office of Special Investigations. She also 
received two yearbooks from 1957 and 1959 
from Brady Texas. 

When Michelle received these items, she 
thought it was just her fathers’ things, but af-
ter looking through the items she found items 
that belonged to her grandfather, Woodrow 
Wilson Metcalfe.

Woodrow Wilson Metcalfe served in the 
Army for 15 years and was a Staff Sargent. He 
received a Certificate of Appreciation from the 
Department of the Army in 1981, as well as a 
Certificate of Retirement in recognition of his 
15 years of service.  

Both Roger and Woodrow were Master 
Masons at their Masonic Lodges. 

“I remember all the times they talked about 
their lives, family and jobs and were very 
proud to be Metcalfe’s. They also always bet 
one dollar on who was going to win the foot-
ball game. I still have one of the bills where 
my grandaddy signed it to my dad. They were 
both loving, caring and dedicated men that I 
am very proud to call my dad and grandaddy,” 
Michelle said. 

So next time you are cleaning out your attic, 
be sure to look at all the items before throwing 
them away because you never know what you 
are going to find. 

Calling all muggles

Love knows no age limit

COURTESY PHOTOS

Master Sergeant Roger L. Metcalfe received the 
Meritorious Service Medal for outstanding service 
on October 14, 1983. He served in the Special Forces 
of the Air Force.

The United States Air Force Office of Special 
Investigations presented Sergeant Roger L. 
Metcalfe a plaque for sincere appreciation for 
outstanding contribution to AFOSI District 7.

Nursing home residents find love

Jerre, who is 70 has been a 
permanent resident at Harbor 
Lakes since October of 2022 
and James who is 80 has been a 
permanent resident since Feb. 
2022. 

Charity Gabbert is a CNA at 
the Harbor Lakes facility and 
works directly with the Allen’s 
every day. “They’re really like a 
bunch of teenagers. They joke 
it up, they laugh it up. They’re 
probably the most loving couple 
I’ve ever seen. I want me and my 
husband to have the same rela-
tionship they do in 50 years. It 
feels like they’ve been married 
their whole life, that’s how con-
nected they are,” Gabbert said.

The two had known of each 
other but neither was interested 
in finding love. They were later 
introduced to each other in the 
dining room in November of 
2022 where their connection of 
spicy foods started it all.

After some conversation, 

Jerre wanted to give JC some 
Hot Cheetos, so he walked her 
to her room, and it was then 
that he gave her a kiss on the 
cheek. 

The next week, Jerre’s daugh-
ter, Sherri Seymore came to visit 
during bingo. 

“He was sitting at her table. 
He had never played with them 
before, so I was curious. I no-
ticed that as Pam Gladson the 
activities director was calling 
the numbers, my mom and JC 
were making googly eyes at 
each other. I told my husband 
I thought mother may have a 
little crush,” Seymore said.

During a visit the next week 
from Seymore, Jerre came up 
to her and told her she had a 
secret to which Seymore had 
caught on that she had a boy-
friend to which Jerre respond-
ed, “How did you know?” 

The couple dated until May 
of this year and then Jerre told 

Seymore that they were “pretty 
serious” and were consider-
ing moving in together at the 
facility, to which Seymore was 
thrilled to hear.

Allen took the next step and 
asked Jerre in front of the resi-
dents at the facility to marry her 
while at bingo. 

“She was so shocked, and 
it was a beautiful proposal,” 
Seymore said.

Jerre lost her best friend and 

sister soul mate in July of 2022. 
“I was worried she would nev-

er fully adjust to the loss of her 
best friend Debbie Cypress, but 
I believe her best friend sent JC 
to her,” Seymore said.

The families of Jerre and 
JC are overjoyed that the two 
found each other. 

“I never planned on finding 
love, but love comes when you 
least expect it,” Jerre Allen said. 

BY EMILY NAVA
Staff Writer

T
wo Harbor Lakes Nursing facility residents 

met, fell in love, and got married.

Jerre Dowty married James (JC) Carlos Allen 

on Sat. July 15 during an intimate ceremony 

with their close friends and family members. They are 

the first residents that have been married in the facility. 

Jerry Carlos Allen places a wedding ring on Kathleen Dowty during their 
ceremony at Harbor Lakes Nursing and Rehabilitation Center on July 15. 

Arts & Letters Bookstore to celebrate 
Harry Potter’s birthday July 29

BY ASHLEY INGE
Staff Writer

Muggles and wizards alike are in-
vited to the most magic-filled cele-
bration in all of The Wizarding World 
— and in Hood County. 

The Arts & Letters Bookstore, 113 
E. Bridge St., will be celebrating Harry 
Potter’s birthday from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Saturday, July 29. 

Harry Potter, the main protagonist 
from the best-selling book series by 
author J. K. Rowling, will be celebrat-
ing his 43rd birthday on July 31 this 
year. 

Brandy Herr, inventory manager 
and “Harry Potter expert” at Arts & 
Letters Bookstore, came up with the 

idea in 2019 to hold a birthday party 
for “The Boy Who Lived.”

“I’m just the resident Harry Potter 
girl,” she explained. “Anytime some-
one comes in looking for Harry 
Potter, I’m like, ‘What house are 
you?!’ I’m the nerd about that.”

Herr — who identifies as a 
Ravenclaw — sets up the free event 
each year, complete with wizard-
themed treats and a costume 
contest. 

COURTESY PHOTO

The Arts & Letters Bookstore will be 
celebrating Harry Potter’s birthday from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, July 29. 

PLEASE SEE POTTER | C2
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Having graduated from 
Granbury High School in 
2005, where she was voted 
“most spirited” by her class, 
Toth’s ties to the commu-
nity run deep. Her entre-
preneurial journey started 
early in life when she helped 
her mother pay for nursing 
school by selling items on 
eBay during her grade school 
years. Now things are com-
ing full circle for Toth. 

“My mother recently re-
tired from Nursing and has 
joined me working at the 
store again. We are both back 
to reselling full-time, like 
when I was a kid and she was 
in college!” Toth said.

After college, Toth worked 
for the Boys and Girls Club 
of Hood County and played 
a vital role in opening and 
managing their resale shop. 
This experience fueled her 
passion for “junkin’,” and in 
2016, she opened her first 
store called Gypsy Junktion. 
The store quickly outgrew 
its space, prompting Toth to 
move into a larger location 
inside Cool Junk in 2017. 
She had every intention of 
purchasing the store as soon 
as possible. In 2019, Sarah’s 
dream became a reality when 
she bought Cool Junk just 
five months before the pan-
demic hit. 

“We would not have sur-
vived the pandemic if it 
weren’t for our store being a 
wish local package center as 
well as forming partnerships 
with local farmers to provide 
fresh produce in-store,” Toth 
said.

Cool Junk, a beloved 
fixture located at 113 N. 
Cleburne, had been a part 
of the community for years. 
However, a few months ago, 
Toth received the unwel-
come news that the build-
ing had been sold, and she 
would need to relocate her 
business. 

“Unfortunately, our 7-year 
lease expired, and the build-
ing owner used that oppor-
tunity to cold call the neigh-
boring business and sell the 
property privately for well 
over the appraised price,” 
Toth recalled. “We weren’t 
allowed to match or beat the 
price. We were never con-
tacted by the previous prop-
erty owner at all. We were 
contacted by the new owner 
on the night of the sale clos-
ing (April 26) via Facebook 
and were asked to vacate by 
June 1.”

Determined to find a suit-
able location for Cool Junk, 
Toth embarked on a chal-
lenging search process. She 
initially tried searching on 

her own but soon sought the 
assistance of her friend Alex 
Peters from Peerless Realty. 
Together, they gathered list-
ings that might meet their 
relocation needs. However, 
finding a space with the 
necessary amenities proved 
more difficult than expected.

“After touring, research-
ing, and visiting 30 locations, 
we had lost all hope,” Toth 
admitted. 

The closest option they 
found was significantly more 
expensive in terms of rent, 
and none of the properties 
allowed for outdoor sales, 
which had been a unique fea-
ture of Cool Junk. Realizing 
that their entire business 
model would have to change 
to survive at any location, 
Sarah and her team consid-
ered alternatives.

Undeterred by the chal-

lenges, Toth and her team 
explored listings for sale, 
hoping to find a suitable 
option. To their delight, 
they stumbled upon a loca-
tion that had been unoc-
cupied for several years. 
They scheduled a tour and 
fell in love with the space. 
Although buying the prop-
erty was not an option, they 
decided to inquire about a 
lease offer, and fortunately, 
the owners agreed.

However, the new loca-
tion presented additional 
hurdles. 

“The property was not 
zoned correctly for retail, so 
we had to begin the process 
of asking the Granbury City 
Council to change their zon-
ing,” Toth said. “That pro-
cess was going to take over 
a month, so the new owner 
of our property graciously 

agreed to let us stay until 
July.

Throughout this challeng-
ing journey, the Granbury 
community rallied around 
Toth. Recognizing the finan-
cial burden of relocation, 
which required a minimum 
of $8,500 in fees and moving 
costs, Sarah’s customers sug-
gested creating a GoFundMe 
account. Reluctantly, she 
agreed, and the response 
was overwhelming. The com-
munity contributed approxi-
mately $7,500 in donations, 
demonstrating their unwav-
ering support for Toth and 
Cool Junk.

Reflecting on the com-
munity’s generosity, Toth 
expressed her gratitude, say-
ing, “We are home to over 
30 unique artisans, vendors, 
and collectors. We all depend 
on the income of Cool Junk 

to support our families. We 
are so grateful for the contin-
ued support of our town. We 
still have a long way to go, 
but we’re still alive and kick-
ing and plan to be around for 
many more years to come.”

Toth’s journey with Cool 
Junk has been a testament to 
resilience and the strength of 
community bonds. Despite 
the unexpected relocation 
challenges, Toth remains 
upbeat and determined to 
continue offering the unique 
and eclectic mix of trea-
sures that have made Cool 
Junk a beloved staple in the 
Granbury/Hood County area. 
The new Cool Junk location 
doors at 1600 West Pearl 
Street are set to open this 
weekend (July 21), promising 
a fresh chapter in the store’s 
storied history.

COURTESY PHOTO

Building owner, Brad Manning, presents the keys to Cool Junk owner, Sarah Toth to their new location at 1600 W Pearl Street in Granbury.
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133 E Pearl Street | GRANBURY | 817-579-0952
granburytheatrecompany.org

www.fnbgranbury.com • 817.573.2655  

CONNECT WITH US

consignment gal lery
• Consign your quality furniture & home decor.

• Gently-worn women’s clothing & accessories.

Call for appointment or more details on the “Bella Experience”

E-mail photos of your furniture to pjsbellarosa@yahoo.com

Don’t miss out...New Inventory Daily

1452 E. HWY 377 | Granbury | 817-578-8588

Follow us on Facebook!

From setbacks  
to success
Sarah Toth’s Resilience Pays Off

BY MICKY SHEARON

Special to the Hood County News

S
arah Toth, a lifelong resident of Gran-

bury and owner of the beloved Cool Junk 

store, recently faced a daunting challenge 

when she was forced to relocate her busi-

ness due to the sale of the building where it was 

housed. Despite the unexpected turn of events, 

Toth’s determination and the support of the 

community have helped her find a new home for 

Cool Junk and continue serving the area with her 

unique collection of treasures.

“We’re going to have a 
whole bunch of like themed 
snacks and treats,” she 
explained. “Square Cafe 
is making cupcakes and 
butterbeer cookies, and 
we’re going to have a little 
activities giveaway and a 
Fantastic Beast scavenger 
hunt throughout the store.”

The costume contest will 
allow attendees — both kids 
and adults — to dress up as 
their favorite “Harry Potter” 
character.  

“We’ll have a separate 
costume contest, so you 
don’t have to worry about 
competing with adorable 
little kids,” Herr said, with 
a chuckle. “You’ll sign a 
release, we’ll take your pic-
ture, and then we’ll post it 
on our Facebook page in the 
adult’s or children’s catego-
ry. Whoever gets the most 

likes on their photo will win 
the prize.”

As the costume contest 
will take place via Facebook, 
participants can arrive at 
any time during the event.

Herr said her favorite part 
about the party every year is 
being able to see the creativ-
ity and effort that people 
put into their costumes. 

“You get lots of 
Hermiones and Harrys, but 
I love the adult costumes 
because they really (go all 
out),” Herr said. “One year, 
we had a woman came in 
and she had this really nice 
cloak and had a stethoscope 
around her neck. She was 
a physician at St. Mungo’s. 
Then there was another one 
where she was a professor, 
and she just had a really 
cool prop book, so I like see-
ing the unique takes on the 
different characters.”

During the party, guests 
will also be able to pre-order 

the new MinaLima edition 
of “Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Askaban,” out in 
October. 

“It’s gorgeous,” Herr said. 
“The MinaLima edition is 
basically like an interac-
tive pop-up edition. There’s 
beautiful illustrations, but 
then some of the pages have 
pop-up elements where you 
can lift the flaps.”

Attendees can also take a 
picture under the staircase 
at Arts & Letters, similar to 
Harry Potter’s residence of 
the “cupboard under the 
stairs.” 

“We actually have a stor-
age closet under the stairs 
and it’s just a big white 
blank space, so I came up 
with the idea of a Harry 
Potter painting on the 
door,” Herr said. “Owner 
Roxanne Laney came up 
with the idea to do a sorting 
hat underneath, so we have 
that as a permanent fixture 

and people love taking pic-
tures with that.”

For more informa-
tion on the bookstore 
and its events, follow the 
Facebook page at Arts & 
Letters Bookstore or call 
682-936-2824.

“I’m excited to see the 
costumes and the enthu-
siasm that people have in 
getting to share a common 
interest,” Herr added. “I 
love seeing the smiles on 
everyone’s faces and seeing 
the depths that people go to 
for the costumes and being 
involved. I love seeing that 
coming together of at all.” 

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243

COURTESY PHOTO

Harry Potter, the main protagonist 

from the best-selling book series 

by author J. K. Rowling, will be 

celebrating his 43rd birthday on 

July 31 this year. 

POTTER
FROM PAGE C1
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My wife and I enjoyed “The 
Addams Family Musical” to 

the max. We’ve never been 
more entertained. Opening 

in Chicago in 2009, the play 
is chock full of lines (I’ve 
never known how much a 
“chock” measures) grammar 
butchers like the late Casey 
Stengel and Yogi Berra would 
have loved.

This pair of baseballers 
was famous for garbling 
interviews and would have 
been right at home in the 
zany play where one char-
acter admitted being com-
pulsive, but not until she’d 
thought about it for a while.

Anyways, fresh memories 
from the play and old ones 
from yesteryear helped us 
stay mentally alert for the 
drive home that ended at 

12:59 a.m.
Recalled were times when 

we enjoyed thigh-slapping 
humor far more often than 
now. I really miss such 
laughter and am afraid we’ve 
tossed aside the Biblical ad-
monition that a merry heart 
doeth good like a medicine.

Coming to mind were 
goofs made on radio, and TV 
situation comedies where vi-
gnettes played out repeated-
ly that still elicited laughs, no 
matter how many times we 
heard them on radio or saw 
them on TV. Who can forget 
Lily Tomlin, the persimmon-

W
hen one enjoys a musical comedy as 

much as we did recently on a trip to 

our hometown of Brownwood, mass 

laughter was a tonic. There’d been 

an almost sold-out crowd of some 300 at the Lyr-

ic Theatre, and the experience made the 140-mile 

drive commencing at 11 p.m. seem less daunting.

COURTESY PHOTO  

Newbury recalls a times when he enjoyed humor found on TV and radio.

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming 

Brush Chipping Service • Gutter Cleaning 

Shrub Trimming

Emergency Service • Storm Damage

Darrell Mercer

Residential & Commercial

mercertreeservice.net

817-247-5651

Insured                                         

Free Estimates

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 

exercise classes. 9 a.m. ex-
ercise; 10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 
30 a.m. exercise; 11:15 a.m. 
chair yoga. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club, 
ACBL-sanctioned duplicate 
bridge game, noon at Texas 
Cottage, 5920 Henslee Court.  
$8, earn Masterpoints. De-
tails: 817-480-4472. 

SONS OF the American 
Legion Post 491 of Gran-
bury Burger Night. 5 - 7 p.m. 
American Legion Post, 3409 
Davis Road. Funds raised 
are used to support veteran 
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members 
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

 GRANBURY CIVIC 

Chorus rehearsals, 7 
p.m. at Acton United 
Methodist Church, 3433 
Fall Creek Highway. Details: 
granburycivicchorus2001@
gmail.com.

TUESDAYS

LINE DANCING 2 p.m. 
Healthy Connections, 1321 
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session 
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s 
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton 
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing! De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

BEGINNERS’ CHAIR Yoga 
45-minute Class. Tuesdays 
at 1:30 p.m. - Donations for 
Local Charities are accepted. 
Class will take place at Em-
manuel Lutheran Church lo-
cated at 2301 Fall Creek Hwy, 
76049. For more information 
call 817-326-2201

PEDALING FOR Parkinson’s 
hosted by the Hood County 
YMCA will be from 1 to 2 
p.m. at 1475 James Road. The 
program is led by a certified 
group fitness instructor and 
consists of a pre- and post-

fitness evaluation, and 45 
minute spin/cycling session. 
Program will last 12 weeks 
For more information call 
817-624-9791 or e-mail com-
munityhealth@ymcafw.org.

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot game day. 
10 a.m. Healthy Connections, 
1321 Waters Edge Drive, 
Suite 1001. Details: 817-579-
2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club 
offers a “fun duplicate” 
bridge game at noon at the 
Texas Cottage, 5920 Henslee 
Court.  $4. Details: 817-480-
4472. 

THURSDAYS 

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 

exercise classes. 9 a.m. ex-
ercise; 10 a.m. tai chi; 10: 
30 a.m. exercise; 11:15 a.m. 
chair yoga. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 5-9 p.m. at 
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S. 
Chess Affiliate, all ages and 
skill levels, children 10 and 
under must be accompanied 
by adult. Y membership 
not required. Details: 
HoodCountyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m. 
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
Street. Prizes and fun. Use 
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
at 600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers. 
Show up at least 15 minutes 
early to pay the $12 entry fee 
and warm up.

 PEDALING FOR Parkinson’s 
hosted by the Hood County 
YMCA will be from 1 to 2 
p.m. at 1475 James Road. The 
program is led by a certified 
group fitness instructor 
and consists of a pre- and 
post-fitness evaluation, 
and 45 minute spin/cycling 
session. Program will last 12 
weeks For more information 

call 817-624-9791 or e-mail 
communityhealth@ymcafw.
org.

SATURDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Hummers 
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meet 
every Saturday at Hilton 
Garden Inn, 635 E. Pearl St., 
for 5K or 10K walk for fun, fel-
lowship and fitness. Details: 
972-567-3278.

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600 
W. Moore St. Welcoming all 
levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the 
first Monday each month at 
7 p.m. at the Hood County 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, 401 Deputy Larry Miller 
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1 - 
3  p.m. Acton Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

FIRST TUESDAYS 

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m. Granbury 
Doll House Museum, 421 E 
Bridge St. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome!

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 

Guild meets to knit, learn 
and share knitting tips each 
month at First Presbyterian 
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge 
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and 

meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the 4th 
Tuesday each month (except 
November and December) 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E. 
Ewell St.  Contact Karen Nace 
817-279-2995 for additional 
details.

FIRST  THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette 
Club  meets on the first 
Thursday each month 
for fellowship, planning 
events and other business. 
Dinner, if desired, at 6 p.m., 
meeting from 7-8 p.m. at 
Spring Creek Barbeque, 317 
E. U.S. Highway 377. Details: 
bskaggs8@aol.com.

SECOND SATURDAYS

2ND SATURDAY Showoff 
at Fuzzy’s Taco Shop, 115 
W. Pearl St.  Car show, 8:30 - 
10:30 a.m.

GRIEF SUPPORT breakfast 
for anyone grieving the loss 
of someone they love at 10 
a.m. , Fuzzy’s off the Square. 
Details: Amy or Danny 
Dwight.  817-894-2449 or 
817-219-9833

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS 

Guild meets on the third 
Monday each month at 
United Coop Electric, 320 Fall 
Creek Highway, 6 p.m. De-
tails: 817-296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1 - 
3  p.m. Acton Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

GO PLAY

GO PLAY calendar will feature recurring activities that are open to the public. These items will run each week along with other 
activities across the area. Submit Go Play listings to calendar@hcnews.com and include the day, date, time and location - in-
cluding street address.

PETS OF THE WEEKPETS OF THE WEEK
Lobo is a neutered male Chihuahua mix. He is approximately 11 
years old and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Lobo is friendly, social 
and good with other dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. His 
adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies vaccination, HomeAgain 
microchip, the first round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
Rico is a neutered male terrier mix. He is approximately 9 years old 
and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Rico is friendly and good with other 

dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. 
His adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies 
vaccination, HomeAgain microchip, the first 
round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
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Hood County Animal Control
 1550 Weatherford Highway • (817) 573-4277

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm; 

First Saturday of each month (adoptions only) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Adoptable cats can be found at PetSense in Granbury!

  Check us out on Facebook at Hood County Animal Control, TX

Buddy is a male Doberman mix. He is approximately 5-6 years old and 
weighs about 55 pounds. Buddy is playful and very social. Special adoption 

fee of $25! The adoption fee includes sterilization, rabies vaccination, the 
first round of vaccines, pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain microchip.

Sammy is a neutered male domestic shorthair cat. He is approximately 
8 years old. Sammy is friendly and thrives on attention. His adoption fee is 

$25. The adoption fee includes his rabies vaccination, the first round of vac-
cines, pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain 

microchip.

Friday, 21 July 2023 - Thursday, 27 July 2023

Barbie - 114 min (PG13)
Fri, Sat: 10:45AM, 1:30PM, 3:35PM, 4:15PM, 7:00PM, 

9:45PM.

Sun: 11:00AM, 1:45PM, 2:50PM, 4:30PM, 7:15PM, 8:30PM.

Mon: 11:15AM, 2:00PM, 4:45PM, 5:40PM, 7:30PM, 8:20PM.

Tues: 10:50AM, 12:55PM, 1:30PM, 3:40PM, 6:25PM.

Wed: 11:00AM, 11:15AM, 2:00PM, 4:45PM, 7:30PM, 8:30PM.

Thurs: 12:55PM, 3:35PM, 6:15PM, 8:55PM

Haunted Mansion - 122 min (PG13)
Thurs: 3:00PM, 5:50PM, 8:40PM

Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny - 154 min (PG13)
Fri, Sat: 11:20AM, 2:45PM, 6:10PM, 9:35PM.

Sun: 11:00AM, 2:20PM, 5:40PM, 9:00PM.

Mon, Wed: 11:35AM, 3:05PM, 6:40PM.

Tues: 12:55PM, 4:15PM, 7:35PM.

Thurs: 10:25AM, 1:45PM, 5:05PM, 8:25PM

Mission: Impossible - Dead Reckoning Part 1 -  
163 min (PG13)
Fri, Sat: 11:50AM, 3:20PM, 6:50PM, 10:20PM.

Sun: 11:25AM, 3:05PM, 6:45PM.

Mon, Wed: 12:00PM, 3:45PM, 7:30PM.

Tues: 11:35AM, 3:05PM, 6:35PM.

Thurs: 10:00AM, 1:30PM, 5:00PM, 8:30PM

Oppenheimer - 180 min (R)
Fri, Sat: 11:00AM, 2:45PM, 6:30PM, 9:15PM, 10:15PM.

Sun: 11:00AM, 12:00PM, 3:50PM, 7:40PM.

Mon: 11:20AM, 1:55PM, 3:10PM, 7:00PM.

Tues: 10:00AM, 2:00PM, 4:10PM, 6:00PM.

Wed: 11:00AM, 1:40PM, 3:00PM, 7:00PM.

Thurs: 10:00AM, 2:00PM, 6:00PM

Sonic the Hedgehog 2 - Kids’ Summer Series -  
122 min (PG)
Tues, Thurs: 10:00AM

Sound of Freedom - 131 min (PG13)
Fri, Sat: 10:45AM, 12:35PM, 1:45PM, 4:45PM, 6:15PM, 

7:45PM, 10:45PM.

Sun: 11:15AM, 2:15PM, 5:15PM, 5:30PM, 8:15PM.

Mon: 11:00AM, 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 8:00PM.

Tues: 1:00PM, 4:00PM, 7:00PM, 8:00PM.

Wed: 11:00AM, 2:00PM, 5:00PM, 5:30PM, 8:00PM.

Thurs: 11:00AM, 12:55PM, 3:55PM, 6:55PM

(682) 260-5920  |  cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

Want 
your news  
online?

Subscribe to the 

Hood County News 

and get breaking 

news, local events, 

sports coverage, 

classified ads, 

weather, videos, 

photos, coupons, 

sound off, opinion 

poll, garage sale maps 

at your fingertips.

hcnews.com

THE IDLE AMERICAN

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public 
speaker and former university president 
who writes weekly.

BY DON NEWBURY

Radio to  

the Rescue

PLEASE SEE RADIO | C7
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We have a new and excit-
ing approach to fundraising 
this December: The Forward 
Training Center Christmas 
Market! 

This one-night outdoor 
event is going to give you 
the most magical Christmas 
feel. We are bringing you 
the Christmas markets of 
Europe, with all the tastes 
and feels that you experi-
ence while shopping through 
festive lit tents, complete 
with authentic cuisine and 
brightly colored lights and 
holiday decor. There will be 
beautiful gifts to purchase, 
including some that we can 
personalize on the spot, so 
you can show your loved one 
the extra care you put into 
their gift. Forward Training 
Center wants to bring you an 
evening where you can es-
cape the hustle and bustle of 
every day and simply enjoy 
the wonder of Christmas. 

While this will be an eve-
ning of shopping and din-
ing on culinary treats, we 
also will be raising funds for 
classes at Forward Training 
Center. In addition to raffle 
items, including a custom 
made “nautical” item (stay 
tuned for the reveal), we also 
will have a new approach 
to fundraising that is sure 
to interest the traveler in 
everyone: We are excited to 
announce we are partnering 

with AMFUND to bring you 
exciting trips of a lifetime, 
both domestic and abroad, 
to be bid on through silent 
auction. No live auction this 
year! This is the perfect way 
to use your untapped travel 
funds and help a worthy 
cause at the same time!

The funds raised will 
benefit existing classes at 
Forward Training Center, 
as well as new classes com-
ing this fall. Some exam-
ples of classes offered are 
Powered for Life, classes for 
15–18-year-olds, prepar-
ing our younger population 
to embark on the career of 
their choice. This class helps 
develop conflict resolution 
skills, identifying how to 
accept feedback in a profes-
sional aspect, and adds new 
personal and professional 
skills to their resume. We 
are in our third year of fa-
cilitating this class and are 
seeing transformed lives. 
One of our new classes be-
ing introduced this fall is our 
Business Builders Workshop. 

This 14-session workshop 
is designed to provide par-
ticipants with a comprehen-
sive and dynamic approach 
to business ownership. This 
workshop provides par-
ticipants with personalized 
attention to their specific 
needs and business goals, 
utilizing hands-on activi-

ties, case studies, and group 
discussions. All the classes 
at Forward Training Center 
are offered at no cost to the 
community.

So, get ready and don’t 

miss the first, one of a 
kind, event to ever be held 
in Granbury and purchase 
those super special gift 
items found only at our 
unique Christmas Market.  

Please mark your calendar 
for Thursday, Dec. 7, from 6 
p.m.-9 p.m., at La Bella Luna. 
Experience a European like 
Christmas Market right here 
at home. You won’t want to 

miss this!

katy@forwardtraining 
center.org | 817-219-5655

BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

A program that could po-
tentially change the life of 
someone with Parkinson’s 
disease is now back in Hood 
County.

Pedaling for Parkinson’s — 
a free program that was pre-
viously named Pedaling with 
a Purpose — will take place 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 1 to2 p.m. at the Hood 
County YMCA located at 
1475 James Road. 

The 12-week program will 
allow those with Parkinson’s 
disease to participate in 
45-minute spin/cycling ses-
sions to help reduce their 
symptoms. 

“The last time that we 
(held the program), we had 
people who said their sleep 
improved drastically, which 
is one of the big things that 
they struggle with,” said 
Tracy Waddell, fitness in-
structor. “Constipation was 
also better, which is another 
thing they really struggle 
with. We did have some that 
had tremor reduction, but 
not as significant as what the 
statistics have been.”

According to the Pedaling 
for Parkinson’s flyer, re-
search has shown that the 
program has caused a 35% 
reduction in Parkinson’s 
symptoms from the simple 

act of pedaling a bicycle at a 
rapid pace — optimally, 80-
90 revolutions per minute. 
However, Waddell explained 
that many participants are 
in the advanced stages of 
Parkinson’s disease, and 
they are not able to pedal 
as fast as what’s recom-
mended in order to alleviate 

symptoms. 
“Most of the people who 

were in the program last 
time were very limited on 
what they could do, so with-
out being able to get all the 
way up to the recommended 
speed, you’re just not going 
to see the tremor reduction,” 
she explained. 

The program had previ-
ously allowed stroke victims 
and those with other mo-
bility issues like multiple 
sclerosis to participate, but 
the data-based program has 
since made some changes to 
its rules.

“They could use the re-
cumbent bikes, but now 

we can’t because they want 
every single person to have 
the exact same experience, 
so they’ll know whether the 
data is true or not. We’re 
having to use the spin bikes 
now,” Waddell said. “Before, 
they could also bring their 
husband or caregiver with 
them, and now they can’t do 

that — but it’s still a great 
program.” 

The class is led by a certi-
fied group fitness instructor 
and will also include a pre- 
and post-fitness evaluation 
to gauge how much the par-
ticipants are improving in 
the program. 

“For people in the begin-
ning stages of Parkinson’s, 
it would just be phenom-
enal to get started because 
the more you exercise, the 
better the symptoms are,” 
Waddell added. “They have 
found complete proof of 
exercise being about the 
only thing that alleviates the 
Parkinson’s symptoms — be-
sides medicine.” 

The program is ongo-
ing and free of charge. 
Participants do not have to 
be members of the Hood 
County YMCA to use the 
equipment. 

Participants will also need 
to present a doctor’s release 
form before they will be able 
to join the class.

For more information or 
to submit required docu-
mentation, email communi-
tyhealth@ymcaw.org or call 
817-624-9791.

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243

1507 N. PLAZA DR. • GRANBURY  

682-279-8980

You deserve a magical Granbury Christmas Getaway

Pedaling for Parkinson’s returns to Hood County YMCA

COURTESY PHOTO

La Bella Luna, located at 7700 Glen Rose Hwy will be transformed into the First unique Christmas Market shopping experience that is 
usually only possible internationally. Personalized gift items to take with you for your loved ones. Don’t miss Dec. 7, 2023, for Forward 
Training Center’s entirely new winter fundraiser to support where “Transformation through Education Elevates Employability.”

COURTESY OF TRACY WADDELL

Pedaling for Parkinson’s — a free program that was previously named Pedaling with a Purpose — is now back in Hood County. The spin/
cycling program will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1-2 p.m. at the Hood County YMCA, 1475 James Road. Pictured are 
participants from the last Pedaling with a Purpose program. 

FORWARD TRAINING CENTER

Katy Offutt is executive director of Forward 
Training Center of Hood County. Her 
community leadership roles include: Help 
Ministry coordinator, Stonewater Church; 
alumnus and past president, Leadership 
Granbury; vice president, Granbury 
Housing Authority; president, Public Facility 
Corporation; Nominating Committee chair, 

LGMA; and volunteer with Ada Carey Center. 

BY KATY OFFUTT

M
acy’s is doing it. Amazon Prime is do-

ing it. Kirkland’s is doing it. Christ-

mas in July! As such it feels like the 

right time for Forward Training Cen-

ter to jump on board with a Christmas in July an-

nouncement! 
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Furthermore, this summer, 
the Community Gardens 
Club has supported Pecan’s 
Emergency Medical Service 
by donating garden produce. 
Gardens Club member and 
EMS volunteer Donna Bullis 
prepared fresh green beans, 
and Susan Harris contrib-
uted a cucumber salad to a 
meal enjoyed by our emer-
gency responders. 

Recent garden harvest 
includes okra, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, green beans, on-
ions, garlic, and peppers. 
Gardens Club members meet 
for workdays the second 
Saturday of each month, 
along with pop-up workdays 
as needed. During a July 
gathering, members cleaned 
up the garden and harvested 
ripe produce.

In addition, several mem-
bers facilitated a most suc-
cessful fundraiser at the 
recent Independence Day 
street dance by operating 
carnival game booths.

Folks at all levels of gar-
dening are welcome to join 

the group. Applications are 
available at the PAC, and 
Susan Harris is the contact 
person for more informa-
tion: 214-926-1800. Annual 
membership dues are $25.

MARINA MUSIC

The Pecan Pit Patio at our 
marina will enjoy “live music 
by Eric and Jim” this evening, 
Saturday, July 22, from 4 to 
7 p.m. Neighbors and friends 
are invited to join.

BLOOD DRIVE

Carter Blood Care will be at 
the Pecan clubhouse parking 
lot on Monday, July 24 from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a blood 
drive. Joi Keahey at the PAC 
is the contact person for the 
event: joi@ppoaweb.com.

SUMMER GATHERING

The Widows and Widowers 
Club of Pecan has its next 
meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 25 with a re-
ception beginning at 5:30 
p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. The 

program for the evening is 
bunco play. The group gath-
ers on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month and welcomes 
all widows and widowers 
who live in Pecan. The sum-
mer events are relaxed with 
an emphasis on meeting and 
conversing with new friends, 
all the while enjoying good 
food and games. For more in-
formation on the group and 
its activities, contact Caryl 
Mahaffey at caryl.mahaffey@
charter.net.

BREAKFAST CLUB

The Pecan Plantation 
Breakfast Club will meet 
again on Wednesday, July 
26 and hear from Gordon 
Bond, owner and president 
of Bond Arms, the largest 
manufacturer of derringers. 
Breakfast service begins at 
8 a.m. and the program at 9 
a.m. Reservations are due by 
noon on Tuesday, July 25: 
817-573-2641.

SPECIAL EVENT

Pecan’s executive chef 
Jordan Ray will be hosting 
a specially themed Chef’s 
Table on Wednesday, July 
26 at 6 p.m. in the Terrace 
Room of the clubhouse. Fare 
will consist of four mono-
chromatic courses, each 
paired with a matching 
tequila cocktail. For more 
information on the event, 
contact Scott Wilson, Brazos 
Room lead server. The res-
ervations line is now open: 
817-573-2641.

MUSIC TIME

A free, community-wide 
concert featuring “the 
world’s greatest disco band,” 
Le Freak, will happen on 
Saturday, July 29 at 9 p.m. 
at the clubhouse. Beverages 
and snacks will be avail-
able for purchase. The event 

is part of the Men’s Golf 
Association’s Member/Guest 
Tournament.

TWINKLE TOES

Enchanted Summer Dance 
Camp will be a magical time 
for ladies ages 3 to 7 when 
princess dance classes hap-
pen at the PAC on Aug. 3 
through 5. Participants 
should bring princess attire 
and tap shoes as they will be 
focusing on ballet and tap 
technique while experienc-
ing the fun of portraying dif-
ferent princesses. Sign up at 
the PAC: 817-573-7952.

SING ALONG

A weekly karaoke class is 
coming to the PAC begin-
ning Tuesday, August 15 and 
running through Tuesday, 
Sept. 12. The six-week class 
will feature Rebecca Faiole 

(professional singer and 
Pecan resident) instruct-
ing students about their 
vocal range style as well as 
how to choose songs that 
fit a voice. Mastering proper 
vocal warmups and tech-
niques will also be part of 
the program, and students 
will showcase their talent at 
a “graduation” event at the 
clubhouse on Saturday, Sept. 
23. Class size is limited, 
sign up at the PAC (817-573-
7952), and email Rebecca for 
more information: rebec-
cashowbiz@gmail.com.

GOOD EATS

“Pizza and Wine 
Wednesdays” from 4 to 9 
p.m. are happening each 
week this summer in 
the Brazos Room of the 
clubhouse.

WIMBLEDON WHITES

In honor of recent 
Wimbledon tennis play, the 
Pecan Plantation Tennis 
Association held “Breakfast 
at Wimbledon” complete 
with strawberries and cream 
as well as breakfast snacks. 
Participants wore their ten-
nis whites and enjoyed ten-
nis on the lawn.

SYMPATHY

Our deepest sympathy 
goes to the family of Lola 
Ehrlich, who passed away 
July 8, to the family of Don 
Davidson, who passed away 
July 13, and also to the fam-
ily of Linda Harvey, who 
passed away July 13.

dianedlong@yahoo.com | 
817-579-9360

COURTESY PHOTO BY STEPH PHALEN

The Pecan Plantation Community Gardens Club has been a busy bunch this summer, and recent harvests 
were shared at a meal for Pecan emergency volunteers. Pictured left to right is Gardens Club member 
Susan Harris along with emergency personnel Juliana Eckley, Justin Slater, and Dawson Perry. 

SAVE SAVE 

THE THE 

DATE!DATE!
for the WWC Taste of Granbury for the WWC Taste of Granbury 

Whiskey and WineWhiskey and Wine

Enjoy tastings from 7 whiskey, beer, and wine vendors, 
and samplings from 11 food vendors. 

Reserve your table now at www.tasteofgranbury.com
or contact

Cathy Weeks
214-335-3518
Table of 8 - $1200  

Individual Tickets - $150

Proceeds go toward the Lois G. Cleveland Memorial Scholorship Fund to 
benefit female graduates from Hood County

THURS. SEPT 28THURS. SEPT 28THTH

5PM - 8PM5PM - 8PM

LA BELLA LUNALA BELLA LUNA

7700 GLEN ROSE HWY7700 GLEN ROSE HWY

201 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048

(817) 573-5548
www.visitgranbury.com

Information subject to change | Go to visitgranbury.com for more!

AUGUST
5 Blazin' Saddle 75 Bike Rally
19 Hood County Youth Rodeo

SHOP  -  DINE  -  PLAY  -  STAY

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

1-4 Labor Day Weekend Celebrations

23

Sep.21-30

30

6-8
7

7

13-15
14

Spooky Spectacle

21-Oct.30 Edgar Allan Poe Experience -  B C Experience 

Edgar Allan Poe Experience -  B C Experience 

HANK FM Lake Fest

Oktoberfest
Romancing the Monarch Butterfly Festival

Mission Granbury 5k/1k Ghost Run

Here’s to Clue – Spooky Edition
Brazos River Corvette Club Annual Charity Car Show

4 Labor Day Lighted Boat Parade on the Lake

24 Art in the Vines at Pemberton Cellars

CRYSTAL METAPHYSICAL CRYSTAL METAPHYSICAL 

BOUTIQUEBOUTIQUE

We specialize in: We specialize in: 

  Crystals Crystals 

  Custom Jewelry Custom Jewelry 

  Tarot ReadingsTarot Readings

  Reiki Services Reiki Services 

  Massage Massage 

  Yoga Classes Yoga Classes 

  Special Events Special Events 

  SO much MORE!SO much MORE!

817817--559559--33333333

Community Healing Circle FREE TO PUBLIC!Community Healing Circle FREE TO PUBLIC!
A unique dynamic offering A unique dynamic offering 
every Wednesday at 6pmevery Wednesday at 6pm

616 Fall Creek Hwy616 Fall Creek Hwy

Open Tue-Sat, 12-6Open Tue-Sat, 12-6

Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
social media sites.

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas 
transplant for 29 years, Diane Long is a 
wife, mother, and former English teacher 
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for 
16 years cumulatively. She spends her time 
both gathering neighborhood news and 
collecting new books to read. 

BY DIANE LONG

Community gardens hosts master 
gardener, shares harvest with 
pecan emergency volunteers

A
t a recent event hosted by the Pecan 

Plantation Community Gardens Club 

and Pecan Ace Hardware, Tom Scott, 

a Master Gardener since 2007, spoke 

about the “the fall vegetable garden.” Tom, who 

has specialties in vegetable gardening and green-

house management, noted that “we are lucky here 

in North Texas to have two full gardening sea-

sons.” He advised about planting cold crops, and 

the Gardens Club plans to follow Tom’s advice 

when planting this autumn. 
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For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11 

736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury

817-573-5321

wagonyard.com 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118

817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS

(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 

Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not learn on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury

817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane

Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408

www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 

John and PJ Gibbs

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury

www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches 
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

Auto Repair & Lube Center

• Alignments
• Oil Change
• State Inspection
• Routine Maintenance
• Auto Repairs
• A/C Repair

621 West Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 79048

817-573-0202

Family Owned 

& Operated

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311

WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM

T
A

C
L
A

 2
4
0
4
8
E Serving 

Hood County 
Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

APPLIANCES
• Refrigerators
• Washer/Dryer
• Dishwasher
• Cooktops
• Ranges
• Wall Ovens

FLOORING
• Tile

• Wood Look Tile
• Wood

• Vinyl Plank
• Carpet

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches  
and a verse for inspiration.

ANGLICAN

Good Shepherd Anglican 
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2035

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Crossing Place 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
214-930-7339

Elm Grove Assembly Of God 
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar 
254-835-4755

Faith Assembly Of God 
300 Granbury Court 
817-326-2270

First Assembly Of God 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-1581

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist 
3500 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4693

Allison Baptist 
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan 
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist 
4804 E. Hwy. 377 
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist 
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy. 
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist 
1840 Acton Hwy. 
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist 
5041 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City 
Hwy. 56 
254-965-3840

First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-613-2322

First Baptist 
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan 
254-646-2484

First Baptist Thorp Springs 
2815 Lipan Hwy. 
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist 
201 West Gibbs Blvd., 
Glen Rose 
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist 
1200 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-4943

Granbury First Baptist 
1851 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-7137

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa 
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist 
500 W. Bluebonnet 
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist 
1625 Mambrino Hwy. 
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist 
4501 Peppertree Rd. 
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist 
1844 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist 
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan 
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist 
7178 Fall Creek Hwy. 
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist 
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow 
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist 
910 Paluxy Rd. 
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist 
820 Paluxy Rd. 
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist 
400 Tolar Hwy. 
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist 
320 W. Pearl St. 
817-573-5318

Waples Baptist 
1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 
817-579-0509

Western Hills Baptist 
507 Western Hills Trail 
817-573-7588

BIBLE

Grace Bible 
201 E. Clifton Rd. 
682-498-3014

CATHOLIC

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
2301 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian 
3314 S. Clifton 
817-573-0107

First Christian 
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church 
5904 Walnut Creek Circle 
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian 
608 Shady Grove Dr. 
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of Christ 
310 W. Pearl St. 
 817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ 
1905 W. Pearl 
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ 
112 N Caddo St., Lipan 
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ 
4219 Old Granbury Rd. 
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of Christ 
3006 Thorp St. 
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ 
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God 
1106 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal 
4530 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah’s Witnesses 
3734 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca 
2301 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2201

Our Savior Lutheran 
1400 N. Meadows Dr. 
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton Methodist 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4242

Cresson United Methodist  
110 South Crook St., Cresson 
469-730-6496

Granbury First United 
Methodist 
301 Loop 567, 
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global  
Methodist Church 
201 E. Pearl St. Suite C207 
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United Methodist 
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385

Tolar United Methodist 
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4005

Waples United Methodist 
4323 Waples Rd. 
817-573-9076

MORMON

The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints 
1226 Ross Lane 
817-573-6825

NAZARENE

Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene 
921 Lipan Dr. 
817-573-4041

PENTECOSTAL

Hood Pentecostal 
3100 Beechwood St., 
817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury 
4800 Glen Rose Hwy 
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian 
303 W. Bridge St. 
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist 
2016 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-3573

OTHER

Anchor Fellowship 
3200 Acton School Rd. 
682-990-8551

Bear Creek Community 
18553 South Hwy. 377, 
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries 
1950 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-0968

Calvary Family 
3306 Oak Trail Dr. 
314-606-1211

Center Point 
4332 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society 
528 N. Crockett 
817-573-0457

Church On Thistle Ridge 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
917-326-5501

Crossroads 
200 S. Crook St., Cresson 
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County 
2401 Cedar Crest Dr., 
817-579-9332

Generations Church Of 
Granbury 
5718 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-326-5378

Hope Community 
3206 W. Hwy. 377 
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy 
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan 
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries 
3755 Acton Hwy. 
817-910-8777

Pure Praise 
2901 Glen Rose Hwy. 
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel 
6101 Rock Church Hwy 
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission Of 
Granbury 
5031 Bandy Rd. 
817-573-2669

Stonewater 
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-579-9175

The Bridge 
1107 Weatherford Hwy 
254-522-5330

The Heights 
1921 Acton Hwy 
817-558-2121

The Sanctuary 
4400 Daugherty Ct. 
817-326-2709

Triple Cross Cowboy 
3470 Lipan Hwy 
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 
This Devotional & Directory  

is made possible by these businesses  
who encourage all of us to attend  

worship services.

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Caring, It's what
we do best! ❤

174 Bed Facility
Private Rehab suites
22 Bed Secure hall
Skilled Nursing 

 Rehabilitation Services 
Long Term Care

 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

To schedule a tour, call
 

(817) 573-3726

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

Granbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, 
I am the one who helps you.’”

Isaiah 41:13

CALL TODAY TO 

ADVERTISE ON THE 

HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

CHURCH PAGE

817-573-7066

YOUR AD 

COULD BE HERE
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THE LAST CAMPFIRE

Created by Hello Games, 
who also made No Man’s Sky. 
The Last Campfire is a story 
about a little Ember who 
became separated from the 
others during their journey 
and found themselves in a 
strange place full of fellow 
Embers who have lost their 
spark. Your goal is to solve 
the puzzles and eventually 
light the Last Campfire.

This game works well as 
a casual puzzler. The visu-
als are absolutely beautiful. 
Little Ember is the narra-
tor, and she has the sweet 
voice of a British schoolgirl. 

However, the puzzles are not 
that challenging, and recycle 
some puzzles I’ve seen in 
other games. There’s some 
from real life too, like the 
sliding number puzzle and 
Laser Maze.

The Last Campfire is 
$14.99 on Steam. 6.5 hours 
of game play. Is it worth 
the money? Yes, I would 
say so, especially if you like 
low-stress visually appeal-
ing puzzle games. Age-
appropriate for 7 and up. 

BULB BOY

Bulb Boy is a horror game, 

but not a scary horror game. 
It’s the tale of a little boy 
who finds his home has been 
taken over by an evil pres-
ence. Grandpa has disap-
peared and there are mon-
sters everywhere.

It’s surreal, funny, and 
gross. There’s drool, snot, 
farts, blobs (or snakes) of 
poop, rotting disembodied 
arms, hair and mismatched 
teeth, demon turkeys that 
you have to entice into the 
oven, all in a monochromatic 
palette of mostly green or 
red. The animation is perfect 
for the subject matter, be-
cause after all, this is a hor-
ror game about a little boy 

with a light bulb for a head. It 
doesn’t take itself seriously.

Your first puzzle is to 
yank Grandpa’s teeth out of 
his mouth and put them in 
water, then turn off the TV, 
which conveniently teaches 
you the game mechanics 
- wave the mouse around 
until a hand or grabby hand 
appears, then click. Puzzles 
can be solved by picking up 
objects and applying them 
to the problem. Building 
your game with an interac-
tive background with active 
clickable fields can make 
the puzzles too easy, but in 
this case they’re still pretty 
difficult. The perfect game 

if you’re 8 years old, or an 
8-year-old in an adult’s body. 
Bulbware, 2015, 5.8 hours of 
game play.

MINI MOTORWAYS

Dinosaur Polo Club, 2021. 
Mini Motorways is a trans-
portation game - specifically, 
a traffic flow game. Your 
goal is to make sure that ev-
erybody can get to their des-
tination in a certain amount 
of time. 

It starts out slow at first, 
and then as the population 
increases, more people and 
businesses move in. You’ll 
get roads, traffic lights, 

roundabouts, highways and 
bridges. A variety of maps 
are available. The more peo-
ple get to their destination, 
the higher of a score you will 
achieve.

Daily and weekly chal-
lenges are also available. The 
game’s look is very clean and 
minimalist, and the music is 
meditative.

Another game that’s good 
to buy when it’s on sale. 
Available on Steam for $9.99.

TINY BUBBLES

Deceptively simple looking 
puzzle game consisting of 
colored bubbles. Match three 
of the same color together 
to pop the bubbles. This is 
a game of strategy and tim-
ing. If your bubble mass gets 
too big, the crabs come in 
to pop the bubbles. Some 
puzzles have a fish that 
comes in to introduce more 
bubbles. The game is all 
about planning out the com-
binations of colors you’ve 
been given to maximize the 
bubbles popped. Your goal 
is to pop all the bubbles 
within a certain number of 
moves. This puzzle game 
is not as relaxed - some of 
the bubbles require careful 
timing to combine colors so 
that they pop together. $9.99 
on Steam from Pine Street 
Codeworks LLC.
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Screenshot from The Last Campfire.

Harry Potter’s  
Birthday Party 
July 29, 11 am to 3 pm 

Costume contest, snacks, games, & more! 

Mark your calendar today! 

 

Hosted by 

111133  EE  BBrriiddggee  SStt  **  GGrraannbbuurryy,,  TTXX  7766004488  **  668822--993366--22882244  

CARRIE L. MORRIS, M.D.
OCULOFACIAL AESTHETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE PLASTIC SURGERY

 COSMETIC LASER SURGERY

817-326-3134
600 S. Harbor Court | Granbury, TX 

817-326-3134
Refreshedface@carriemorrismd.com
www.radiancewellnessmedispa.com

Eyelid & Facial Plastic Surgery •  C02 Laser Resurfacing 

Laser Liposuction •  Botox • Filler • Facials

Can bank specials or products. 

Buy and save now-use later.

MEDSPA 
Appointments 
now available 

Tue-Sat

JULY SPECIALS

GLOW BRIGHTER THAN 

THE SUN THIS JULY: 

RESTORE YOUR GLOW!

FIRST AND ONLY PHYSICIAN SUPERVISED 

MEDSPA IN HOOD COUNTY

FACIAL 
(DERMAPLANE, MICRONEEDLING, 

HYDRAFACIAL EXPRESS)

FREE MEMBERSHIPFREE MEMBERSHIP

FOR COSMETIC SURGERY
(including Laser Liposuction)

FREEFREE
Dermaplane with a 

Hydrafacial MD Deluxe

FREEFREE
SUNSCREEN 

with a Skinpen package

2 MONTHS

WITH ANY PACKAGE
(6 month commitment)

 
 
 

BEFORE AFTER

Southlake Office & Surgery Center:

Granbury Office:

SMARTLIPO

Voted Best 

MedSpa 

in Hood 

County!

$750 GIFT CARD$750 GIFT CARD

$450 GLOW FACIAL$450 GLOW FACIAL

PLEASE VOTE! 

BEST OF HOOD 

COUNTY 2023

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR SUPPORT!

Check out these 
casual puzzle games

My opinions on computer gaming and 
some of my favorite games. I’ve been 
playing games on the home computer since 
the days of the Trash 80. I love indie, open-
world, unique, puzzle, and resource games. 
The cake is a lie.

BY JENNIFER HARRISON

N
ot every game has to be an epic 100-

hour smash and bash shoot em up. 

Here’s some casual puzzle games that 

are easy to get into and won’t take too 

much of your time to complete.

lipped telephone operator 
on the weekly “Laugh In” 
TV show, and her question 
posed each time: “Is this 
the person to whom I am 
speaking?”.

Drive underway, I tuned in 
to satellite radio sports talk 
show. The interviewee was a 
professional baseball player 
who faces the decision of 
signing a multi-year base-
ball contract which will pay 
him hundreds of millions of 

dollars.
“I know I don’t need that 

much money, but maybe 
many of my ancestors will 
enjoy it,” he said.

Wow, I guess his answer 
qualifies for “paying it 
backwards.” 

I laughed for at least a 
dozen miles, withdrawing 
other funny moments for my 
memory bank, most of them 
sports related.

Forty-seven years have 
gone by since Thomas 
(Hollywood) Henderson ren-
dered his clever description 
of Terry Bradshaw’s intelli-

gence. “He couldn’t spell ‘cat’ 
if you spotted him the ‘c’ and 
the ‘t’,” he claimed prior to 
Super Bowl XIII.

And what about the base-
baller who was an excel-
lent switch-hitting batter? 
“Thank God, I’m amphibi-
ous,” he bragged.

We must not leave out bas-
ketballers, of course.

When Jason Kidd, cur-
rent Dallas Mavericks coach, 
was a Mavericks’ player, he 
vowed to work hard to im-
prove on the previous dismal 
season.

“We’re going to turn things 

around here 360 degrees,” 
he said.

Scanning the radio dial, I 
wondered if Radio Station 
KERF in Del Rio, TX, is still 
on the airwaves. With its 
broadcast tower across the 
Rio Grande River in Mexico, 
it had souped up power to 
cover much of the US.

Years ago, it featured 
30-minute blocks of preach-
ers, and each sermon was 
precisely timed. It was, uh, 
chopped off when 30 min-
utes had elapsed.

One night, a sermon ended 
with “All the medicine you’ll 

ever need is Jesus.” The next 
sermon began with a com-
mercial stating, “Follow the 
label; avoid excessive use.” 
Just before arriving home 
at 12;59 a.m., the names of 
Jimmy and Eddye Farren 
came to mind.

They were well-known 
regionally in the 1950s and 
wound up owning our com-
munity’s second radio sta-
tion, KEAN. Farm boys, they 
attended Hardin-Simmons 
University for one day, but 
joined up with the Harley 
Sadler tent show when it 
came to town. They were 

far better entertainers than 
grammarians. One day dur-
ing a newscast, Eddye an-
nounced that it had been 
raining “intermittently off 
and on in Brownwood.”

Okay, so I had a few 
“goofs” myself broadcast-
ing sports during college 
years. One New Year’s Eve, 
I wished everyone a “Happy 
Newbury!”

newbury@speakerdoc.com

RADIO
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THE PAPER YOU LOVE, BROUGHT TO LIFE IN PRINT, ON YOUR DESKTOP, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE



C8   Hood County News SATURDAY, July 22, 2023

www.hcnews.com

In 2022 Royal Caribbean 
opened their new cruise 
terminal at the Port of 
Galveston. For the first time, 
Galveston can now receive 
the large mega cruise ships 
that travel five to six thou-
sand passengers. These 
ships are destinations unto 
themselves! The Spring 
Break sailing of Allure of 
the Seas ship sold out over 
seven months in advance! 
Even more surprising is ev-
ery summer sailing for June, 
July and August were also 

sold out several months in 
advance. This is the new 
normal for popular cruise 
ships, itineraries, and travel 
seasons. 

Alaska CruiseTours with 
a seven-day sailing that in-
cludes Glacier Bay National 
Park and a three-day pre or 
post cruise stay at Denali 
National Park in the wilder-
ness lodges can sell out as 
far as a year in advance. You 
may find a last-minute deal 
on an Alaskan Cruise, but it 
likely won’t include Glacier 

Bay or Denali. So, is it really 
a deal? In my opinion, with-
out those two destinations 
you haven’t experienced 
Alaska.

Many European River 
Cruises will also sell out 
a year in advance. In fact, 
Viking River Cruises final 
payment due date is a year 
prior to sailing. The more 
luxurious AmaWaterways 
and Avalon Waterways 
often sell out a year in 
advance.

What about pricing mod-
els? Disney Cruise Line re-
leases their sailing itinerar-
ies 18 months in advance. 

They price on a supply and 
demand model. When the 
ship first opens for booking 
it is the cheapest it will ever 
be. As the rooms sell, the re-
maining rooms increase in 
price! Every time the capac-
ity hits a set threshold the 
price goes up. Last-minute 
bookings will pay the high-
est price, not the lowest.

How about Flights? Since 
the pandemic devastated 
the travel industry, airlines 
have experienced great 
staffing shortages. This has 
resulted in fewer flights. 
Every flight my clients and 
I have taken in the past 

couple years has been com-
pletely sold out. If you want 
an aisle seat on a nonstop 
flight, you better book far in 
advance! And be prepared 
for schedule changes, de-
lays, and cancellations.

All Inclusive Resorts dur-
ing the Holidays, Summer, 
and Spring Break are also 
full. One news station called 
it “revenge travel”. Many 
travelers who lost their va-
cations in 2020 and 2021 
are now taking multiple 
trips and longer trips to 
make up for lost vacations. 
This increase in travelers 
has a big effect on everyone.

Over the water bungalows 
at Sandals resorts in the 
Caribbean often sell out 12-
18 months in advance.

Americans who are afraid 
to travel internationally 
post pandemic are flooding 
Hawaii. You may find a ho-
tel last minute, but you’ll be 
hard pressed to find a rental 
car or a nonstop flight. 
Definitely, book at least six 
months in advance.

Don’t panic. Call your 
Travel Agent.

Zac@DaydreamVacations.
com | 817-559-7150

COURTESY PHOTO

It is recommended to book trips as far in advance as possible. Last-minute deals for popular destinations at peak travel times are a thing of 
the past, and limited availability combined with a high demand has created a lot of sold-out flights, resorts, and cruise ships.

GOOD FOR HOOD

Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES 

3 Months: $40/week   |   6 Months: $35/week    
12 Months: $30/week

Hood County News

3 bedrooms with ensuites
We sleep 12 people, no minimum

Self catered kitchen - Two night minimum

6495 Smoky Hill Ct. 
Acton (Granbury), TX 76049

Retreat Center for 
creative people to 
come together &

 ➻ Sew

 ➻ Scrapbook

 ➻ Make Jewelry

 ➻ Create a craft

817-326-3287 |  www.PattisLastResort.com  817-964-3333

Menu

Join Mama’s mobile 
COUPON CLUB

Text mamas to 21333 for 
specials and information

Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub SurroundsShower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds

CARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATECARPET |  T ILE  |  WOOD |  VINYL PLANK |  LAMINATE
Located in the Home Source Showroom CenterLocated in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury

       Doug’s
Floors Plus
              Doug’sDoug’s
FloorsFloors Plus Plus

Building Creative pools in Granbury since 1996

682-936-4081

Dr. Bhaloo

Karen Chandler

817-573-7066 ext. 232 / karen@hcnews.com
Heidi Gebhardt

817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidii@hcnews.com
Madison Lazaro

817-573-7066 ext. 236 / madison@hcnews.com

 F
IR

STTEXAS

GENERAL CONTRACTING
Your Roof Restoration Specialists

ROOFING     GuTTERS     SIdING

5412 SEmINOLE CT., GRANbuRy
www.FIRSTTEXAS.ORG
dOuG wEAvER - OwNER

FIR
STTEXAS

GENERAL CONTRACTING

ROOFING       GuTTERS     SIdING

817-964-7620
5412 SEmINOLE CT., GRANbuRy

www.FIRSTTEXAS.ORG
dOuG wEAvER - OwNER

This 
Space 

Available
Call 817-573-7066

ATTENTION, ALL wHO HAvE 
mEdICARE PARTS A ANd b

FOR $0 MONTHLY PREMIUM
Now you can get $125.00 added back to your 

social security check!!!

Also, $20,000 in Dental Benefits!!!
AND MUCH MORE!!!

FIND OUT HOW!! 
Carl Craig Bloomquist, LUTCF 

682-551-4121

Register for Classes
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734

RUMNEY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

rumneyhomeimprovements.com
Ronrumney@hotmail.com

Lake Granbury

817-559-9802
Ron Rumney

 All home improvements
 Lake rental property      
 maintenance & repair
 Handyman services
 Visit my website

Legacy Park SalonLegacy Park Salon
Shirley Barnett • 40 Years Experience

3501 Legacy Circle, Acton3501 Legacy Circle, Acton

(903) 641- 2221(903) 641- 2221
Call for appointmentCall for appointment

Haircuts $15Haircuts $15
Shampoo & Set $15Shampoo & Set $15

Perms $35Perms $35
Color $40Color $40

DAYDREAM ACHIEVER

Travel Booking: 
Don’t procrastinate!

Zac Wilson is a Certified Travel Advisor, 
ASTA Verified Travel Advisor, CLIA Master 
Cruise Counselor, and owner of Daydream 
Vacations Travel Agency in Granbury. www.
DaydreamVacations.com

BY ZAC WILSON

H
ow far in advance should I book my 

trip? Are there any last-minute deals? 

Why is everything sold out? These are 

questions travelers ask me daily. The 

short answers are book as far in advance as pos-

sible, last-minute deals for popular destinations at 

peak travel times are a thing of the past, and lim-

ited availability combined with a high demand has 

created a lot of sold-out flights, resorts, and cruise 

ships.


