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Guest speaker Chet Garner, host of The Daytripper travel series that airs on PBS, added even more energy to the already upbeat “Sweet on 
Tourism” awards ceremony.
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Ah, Sugar: Visit Granbury honors 
helpers with Sweet on Tourism event 

Granbury seeks 
tourism-boosting 
Texas Cultural 
District label
BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff Writer

After a years-long effort led largely by volunteers, the 
city of Granbury may finally be on the cusp of being des-
ignated as a Texas Cultural District, also referred to as a 
cultural arts district.

A draft application to the Texas Commission on the 
Arts is set to be filed Monday.

If approved, which appears likely, the designation is 
expected to bring Granbury’s tourism industry to a new 
level, resulting in an even greater impact to the local 
economy. Last year, for the first time, Granbury exceed-
ed $1 million in Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT), an indi-
cation that tourism has regained its footing after the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The work to get to this point in the Texas Cultural 
District application process was done by the seven-
member, City Council-appointed Granbury Cultural Arts 
Commission. Members give of their time to serve.

The Texas Cultural Districts program was created by 
The Texas Commission on the Arts for certain cities that 
have significant walkable arts districts.

Beginning in 2011, the Granbury Art Association be-
gan applying for the designation but had no success. 
According to the city, the group was eventually told 
that in order for Granbury to be considered as a Texas 
Cultural District, city government had to have a stated 
commitment to public art.

In June 2018, the city formed the Granbury Cultural 
Arts Commission and approved an annual budget fund-
ed through HOT revenues. The city also established a 
Public Arts Policy at that time to guide GCAC members 
in creating a Master Plan.

The Granbury Public Art Master Plan was approved by 
the council in April of last year.

In late January, the city submitted a Letter of Intent to 
apply for cultural district designation and received ap-
proval from the Texas Commission on the Arts to move 
forward.

In February, several GCAC members along with Visit 
Granbury Director Tammy Dooley attended the Texans 
for the Arts’ 2023 Texas Arts Advocacy Summit in sup-
port of arts advocacy during the 88th Texas legislative 
session, meeting with TCA representatives and leader-
ship. Meetings were held with District 22 State Sen. Brian 
Birdwell, R-Granbury, and District 59 State Rep. Shelby 
Slawson, R-Stephenville.

On March 2, city representatives participated in 
an online Zoom meeting with Ernest Luna, the Texas 
Commission on the Arts’ program administrator, to go 
over the application.

At its regular meeting Tuesday night, May 16, the City 
Council voted unanimously to adopt a resolution ap-
proving and supporting the submission of the applica-
tion to the state.

“We’re finally getting there,” City Manager Chris 
Coffman said of the long process. He indicated that the 
creation of a Master Plan and budgetary commitments 
“shows the state that we’re not just trying to get a plaque 
to hang on the wall.”

Prior to the vote, the council heard a presentation from 
GCAC chair Cora Werley. She stated that the GCAC had 
been given a letter of support signed by County Judge 
Ron Massingill.

In addition to Werley, the Commission consists of 
Janice Horak, Cheshe Langford, Barbara Loyd, Stacey 
Martin, Mickey Parson, and Mary Ella Riley. City staff liai-
sons are Dooley and Visit Granbury Assistant Director/
Sales Manager Kristen Gibson.
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Federal funds could expand Granbury’s Hike and Bike Trail
BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff Writer

The Granbury City Council has 
adopted a resolution approving a 
grant application that could lead to 
expansion of the popular Moments 
in Time Hike and Bike Trail, includ-
ing to Granbury High School.

The funds are through the Texas 
Department of Transportation’s 
Transportation Alternatives Set-
Aside (TA) Program. The mon-
ey is available because of the 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act of 2021, also known as the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill.

The city has been preparing to 
seek some of that money.

In January, the city engaged Halff 
Associates for assistance in prepar-
ing both a preliminary and detailed 
grant application.

After TxDOT completed a review 
of preliminary applications, the 
state agency informed the city that 
it can move forward with the de-
tailed application process.

The detailed application packet is 
due June 5.

In addition to approving the sub-
mission of the detailed application, 
the resolution that was unanimous-
ly approved by the City Council at 
its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
May 16, acknowledges funding re-
quirements that would be the city’s 
responsibility.

The TA grant application is for 
funding of a 10-foot-wide shared 
use path along the west side of 
Howard Clemmons Road from 

Crossland Drive to Pearl Street and 
along the north side of Pearl Street 
from Howard Clemmons Road to 
Park Drive.

The project would include cross-
walks, at-grade crossings, a pedes-
trian bridge over a drainage chan-
nel, and associated signage.

The trail would connect to the 
existing Moments in Time trail and 
provide access to Granbury Middle 
School, Granbury High School, sev-
eral county buildings, and the City 
Park.

The total project cost is estimat-
ed to be $4.2 million. If approved 
for the grant, the city would be re-
imbursed $3.35 million and would 
pay a match of about $838,000.

The Tolar City Council approved 
a similar resolution seeking TA 
grant funds at its regular meeting 
Monday night.

kcruz@hcnews.com |  
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The organization, 
which serves as the city’s 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, honored its part-
ners and volunteers recently 
with a morning awards cer-
emony at the Lake Granbury 
Conference Center.

The event was held just 
days before National Travel 
and Tourism Week, May 
7-13.

The theme was “Sweet on 
Tourism” and there was no 
shortage of sugar, both in 
terms of the food and the ap-
preciation that was shown.

Attendees who posed 
for a photo in front of Visit 
Granbury’s “donut wall” 
earned the right to pick a 
treat of their choice off one 

of the wall’s pegs. There 
were also pastries and as-
sorted colorful candies as 
well as balloons. Female 
staffers of Visit Granbury 
added another special touch 
to the festive occasion: 

matching boots with silver 
sparkles.

Guest speaker was 
Chet Garner, host of The 
Daytripper travel series that 
airs on PBS.

Mayor Pro Tem Trish 
Burwell also took the stage 
to read an official proclama-
tion and to recognize the 
impact of travel tourism on 
Granbury and Hood County.

According to Travel Texas, 
travel direct spending in 
Texas was $91.7 billion in 

2022, up more than 21% from 
2021 when travel began to 
recover from the impact of 
COVID-19.

In Granbury, $58.1 million 
was attributed to travel direct 
spending, according to Visit 
Granbury Director Tammy 
Dooley, along with $4.6 mil-
lion in direct tax receipts.

Dooley noted that in 2022, 
Granbury exceeded $1 mil-
lion in Hotel Occupancy Tax 
revenue for the first time.

BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff Writer

T
ourism is Granbury’s No. 1 industry, but 

its success is not solely due to the efforts 

of Visit Granbury, and no one knows that 

better than Visit Granbury’s staff.

Lori Marshall, second from left, 
was honored as Visit Granbury’s 

V.I.P. (Volunteer Information 
Professional) of the Year.
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CARRIE L. MORRIS, M.D.
OCULOFACIAL AESTHETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE PLASTIC SURGERY

 COSMETIC LASER SURGERY

817-326-3134
600 S. Harbor Court | Granbury, TX 

817-326-3134
Refreshedface@carriemorrismd.com
www.radiancewellnessmedispa.com

Eyelid & Facial Plastic Surgery •  C02 Laser Resurfacing 

Laser Liposuction •  Botox • Filler • Facials

Can bank specials or products. 

Buy and save now-use later.

MAY SPECIALS

$500 OFF

$500 OFF

$950

BUY 1 GET ONE

GLOW BRIGHTER THAN 

THE SUN THIS MAY: 

RESTORE YOUR GLOW!

FIRST AND ONLY PHYSICIAN SUPERVISED 

MEDSPA IN HOOD COUNTY

Skinpen packages
($450 value)

HALF OFFHALF OFF

FREE 
SUNSCREEN

FREE 
SUNSCREEN 

With purchase over $500

Get one Area Smartlipo Get 2nd Area 

HALF OFFHALF OFF

20% OFF20% OFF

($5000+ value) 

Memberships

Cosmetic Surgery 

Now Available at 

Granbury Location

Botox & Filler 

Appointments Now 

Available Mon-Sat

Voted 

Best 

MedSpa 

in Hood 

County!

FREEFREE
BIOJUVE Skin Biome Kit with HydraFacial 

package (3 sessions) *Deluxe/Platinum

TRY OUR 

NEW FREE 

PRACTICE APP

HONORS/AWARDS

Listed below are those 
who were in attendance and 
were recognized for their 
help in promoting tourism.

Visit Granbury VIPs 
(Visitor Information 
Professionals): Betty Moss, 
Arlis Holland, Carolyn 
Reeves, Dana Norma, 
Debra Mayer, Dee Wilcox, 
Dan Vanderburg, Dicey 
Smith, Eva Margel, Gloria 
Enriquez, Holly Martin, Jan 

Caldwell, Kent McKern, Lois 
Vicars, Lori Marshall, Lori 
Sipowicz, Lori Vale, Mary 
McDonough, Mirta Wallace, 
Neva Sundvahl, Patricia 
Boyles, Sharon Bridges, Sue 
Ooten, Suzanne Walsch, 
Tammy Quisenberry, Terry 
Evans, and Tristand Stewart. 
Marshall was recognized as 
Volunteer of the Year.

Sponsors of the 
Goosebump Jump winter 

guest event: LKCM Media 
KHITS 95.5, Jr Spas, Hilton 
Garden Inn, Hood County 
News, Granbury Lodging 
Association, Texas EMS, and 
the city of Granbury.

Sponsors of Spartan 
& Tough Mudder: LKCM 
Media Group-Hank FM/The 
Ranch Radio, Hood County 
News, Historic Granbury 
Merchants Association, 
Granbury Chamber of 
Commerce, Visit Cleburne, 

the city of Cresson, Hilton 
Garden Inn, Hotel Lucy, 
La Quinta, Best Western, 
Oakdale Park & Off the Vine 
RV, Waste Connections, 
Revolver Brewery, Comfort 
Inn & Suites, Martha’s Ranch 
& True Grit Ranch, and the 
city of Granbury.

Media Partner of the Year: 
WFAA Channel 8, Good 
Morning Texas, Hannah 
Davis and Paige McCoy 
Smith. Distinguished 

Friends of Tourism Awards: 
Hue Drone-Sven Lars, 
Mammoth Ice Age Run — 
Michael Powers; Blazin’ 
Saddles Bike Run 75 — Mike 
Keel and Dieter Scholtyssek; 
Gary Marks — Nature 
Photography, BCE Brian 
Clowdus Experiences — 
Brian Clowdus; Texas Music 
Office of the Governor — 
Chip Adams; Granbury Jazz 
Fest-Jazz Society of Hood 
County — Matt and Reagan 

Demming; HGMA Chili on 
the Beach — Ken Hackett 
and Debby Gorden; LKCM 
Media Group KHITS/Hank 
FM/The Ranch — Norma 
Savage and Gerri Schlegel; 
LGCC Award K12 A Stride 
Company — Mallory 
Litchfield and Sara Hooker.

Dooley said that tourism 
is “truly a team effort.”

She stated, “It makes me 
so proud of what we do here 
in Granbury.”

kcruz@hcnews.com |  
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SWEET
FROM PAGE A1

COURTESY PHOTO

The Mambrino Elementary School newspaper students and teachers stopped by the Hood County News to learn about the newspaper industry and take a tour of the pressroom. Pictured, from left, are Rebecca 
Ballew, Ashlyn Adams, Mrs. Karisa Glenn, Ms. Randi McPhate, Harper Fox and Annabel Ross.

MAMBRINO NEWSPAPER STUDENTS VISIT HOOD COUNTY NEWS

According to Travel Texas, travel direct spending in Texas was $91.7 billion in 2022,  

up more than 21% from 2021 when travel began to recover from the impact of COVID-19.
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From staff reports

They say everything is big-
ger in Texas, and when it 
comes to mosquitoes that 
may be true.

It is officially mosquito 
season but then again, due 
to Texas’ warmer tempera-
tures, mosquitoes can be 
a problem for much of the 
year, with spring and early 
summer being particularly 
problematic. Warmer night-
time temperatures create a 
perfect breeding ground for 
the nuisance insects.

The city of Granbury is on 
it, though.

Starting in early June, 
trained crews will be doing 
chemical fogging to help 
control the mosquito popu-
lation. Spraying will continue 
through September.

Spraying will not be done 
in rain or mist and will only 
be done when the tempera-
ture is above 65 degrees and 
winds are no higher than 10 
miles per hour, according to 

information released by the 
city.

Crews try to schedule 
the spraying between 8:30 
p.m. and 12:30 a.m. when 
fewer people and pets are 
outdoors.

No one needs to do any-
thing, but for those who 
want to take extra precau-
tions, here is what the city 
recommends: 
 Remain indoors with 

children and pets and cover 
any ornamental fish ponds, 
beehives or organic gar-
dens. Stay indoors at least 
an hour after spraying has 
concluded.
 Close windows and 

doors and turn off window-
unit air conditioners or set to 
recirculate indoor air only.
 Do not let children play 

near or behind truck-mount-
ed applicators when spray-
ing is taking place.
 Drive cautiously around 

the spray vehicle and pass it 
with care.

 Avoid eye or skin con-
tact with the spray if you 
are outside and wash any 
exposed skin with soap and 
water if you come in contact 
with the spray.

Mosquito spraying will 
not eliminate mosquitoes 
completely. The city asks 
that residents take action to 
help prevent mosquito in-
festation as well. Residents 
should empty and replace 
outside water sources for 
pets daily to prevent inges-
tion of sprayed chemicals. 
Other areas of outdoor 
standing water should be 
eliminated, when possible, to 
remove favorable mosquito 
breeding conditions. These 
include planters, buckets, 
tires, children’s swimming 
pools, and gutters. Chemical 
“donuts” are available at 
hardware and home im-
provement stores for resi-
dents to purchase to place in 
detention basins and aban-
doned pools.

Mosquitos are most active 
at dusk and dawn. Residents 
can protect themselves from 
mosquito bites by applying 

an insect repellant contain-
ing DEET and by wearing 
protective clothing.

Anyone with questions or 

concerns regarding mos-
quito spraying can call 
the Public Works office at 
817-573-7030.
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To accomplish our goal, we need-
ed to make changes in our staffing 

and coverage patterns. In the past 
few weeks and in anticipation of 

the change, we have added several 
full-time staffers and multiple free-
lance writers. These additions will 
allow us to cover community news 
that has previously fallen through 
the cracks. There are a lot of activi-
ties going on in Hood County and it 
is quite a task to keep up with all of 
them, yet this is our commitment. 

I am tremendously excited to 
add Micky Shearon to our staff. He 
will be managing our social media 
and video needs, as well as writing 
an occasional feature story on one 
of our neighbors or on one of the 
many wonderful activities in our 
town. Many of you know Micky as 
the Director of the Opera House or 
from his time serving on the GISD 
school board. He and I have been 
hatching up plans on how the HCN 
can bring you more information, 
faster, and in an entertaining way. 
It is going to be a lot of fun, and I 
am overjoyed to be working with 

my friend as he starts this new 
chapter in his life.

I hope your readers are get-
ting excited about what the future 
holds. I promise you are going to 
love the weekly paper and the ease 
and efficiency of our website to 
view breaking news.

Visitors to the HCN
This week it was my great plea-

sure to have teachers Karisa Glenn 
and Randi McPhate bring their 
students Rebecca Ballew, Ashlyn 
Adams, Harper Fox, and Annabel 
Ross to the Hood County News for 
a tour. These four students are a 
part of the Mambrino Elementary 
School newspaper. They are infatu-
ated with newspapering and their 
teachers wanted to take them to 
the newspaper so they could ex-
perience a first-hand look. It was 
our pleasure to host the students 
and demonstrate how the news-
room works, discuss the obliga-

tion of journalists to be factual and 
objective, and let them watch the 
press print a paper. The girls were 
very attentive and asked wonder-
ful questions, and there was no 
doubt in my mind the students 
were soaking up as much informa-
tion as they could. Congratulations 
to Ms. Glenn and Ms. McPhate for 
going the extra mile. We are al-
ready making plans for next fall to 
include portions of the Mambrino 
Elementary School newspaper in 
the HCN. I am looking forward to it 
and bet you are too.

Thought for the day: The only 
way to make sense of change is to 
plunge into it, move with it, and en-
joy the dance.

Until next time … I will keep ri-
din’ the storm out

sam@hcnews.com |  
817-573-7066, ext. 260

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.

BY SAM HOUSTON

I
n the last edition of the HCN, we announced we would be 

transitioning from a twice-a-week newspaper to a once a 

week. I am “over the moon” with this decision because it 

will allow us to continue to evolve to what we believe will 

be the epitome of a 21st Century community newspaper. The 

new version of the Hood County News, which will be unveiled 

on June 10, is bigger, more complete, and full of information 

about our community, our people, and our activities. With our 

dedication to being ‘hyper local,” I believe there will be some-

thing for everyone, in every edition.

We have every reason to feel good about the future

After 45 years with city of Granbury, Johnson heads home to Tolar
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Terry Johnson has official-
ly left the building.

Last election cycle, the 
longtime Tolar mayor retired 
from public life. Last week, 
he retired from the city of 
Granbury, where he had 
worked for 45 years.

City staff and family mem-
bers packed the council 
chambers at Granbury City 
Hall for Johnson’s retire-

ment party. The room was 
so full of well-wishers that 
City Manager Chris Coffman 
regretted not having 
booked the Lake Granbury 
Conference Center.

Johnson officially began 
working for the city in the 
electric department at age 
19, but actually did work pri-
or to that, starting at around 
14. He helped his dad, E.W. 
“Tony” Johnson, read me-
ters. The elder Johnson led 
Granbury’s street depart-

ment for 30 years.
As a young teen, the hard 

hats worn by work crews 
were large on him, Johnson 
indicated. He laughed as he 
recalled how the men would 
place a hand on top of his 
head and spin the hard hat.

During his time with the 
city of Granbury, Johnson 
also worked in the “me-
chanic shop” and in building 
maintenance. At the time of 
his retirement, he was assis-
tant public works director.

Now that he is retired, 
Johnson could sleep in but 
his internal clock still has 
him rising before dawn, just 
as he did when he would 
stop at his mother’s house to 
prepare breakfast for her be-
fore heading to work to have 
coffee made before other 
employees reported for duty.

Johnson’s mother recently 
passed away. He has been 
spending his first days of re-
tirement settling her estate.

Over the years, Johnson 

also lost co-workers through 
death or retirement. He said 
that he viewed his colleagues 
at the city as a second family.

“You spend more waking 
hours with these people than 
you do your own family,” he 
said.

Johnson and his wife 
Kathy have four grown 
children: Daughters Terri 
Sue Robertson and Jessica 
Johnson and sons James 
Daniel Hunter and Tony 
Johnson. They also have sev-

en grandchildren.
Kathy and several other 

family members attended 
the retirement party, where 
there were snacks and cake 
along with a lot of laughs, 
hugs, and handshakes.

“I’ve had a good time,” 
Johnson stated of his many 
years with the city.

kcruz@hcnews.com |  
817-579-1886

Tolar City Council approves grant appeal for path project
BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

TOLAR — The City 
Council, at its regular meet-
ing Monday night, May 15, 
adopted a resolution sup-
porting the city’s application 
for a TxDOT grant that could 
be a big deal for the growing 

town.
The money could mean 

sidewalks and shared-use 
paths along the U.S. Highway 
377 corridor in Tolar, as 
well as sidewalks that link 
schools to the downtown 
area.

The council voted unani-
mously to apply for the 

funds, which are available 
because of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, 
also known as the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Bill. The fed-
eral statute was enacted 
by the 117th United States 
Congress and signed into 
law by President Joe Biden 
on Nov. 15, 2021.

The Texas Department 
of Transportation’s 
Transportation Alternatives 
Set-Aside Program provides 
money for bicycle and pedes-
trian infrastructure projects.

TxDOT officials will rec-
ommend projects from 
around the state to the Texas 
Transportation Commission 

for disbursement of funds 
through the Transportation 
Alternatives program.

Last week, Tolar city of-
ficials sought input from 
residents in case the city is 
selected to receive some of 
the grant funds.

City Administrator 
Michelle Burdette said that 

a Town Hall meeting about 
the project will be scheduled 
soon.

kcruz@hcnews.com |  
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City preparing to start 
spraying for mosquitoes

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY

The city of Granbury is preparing to begin the process of chemical fogging in early June to help control 
the mosquito population. Fogging will last through September. Residents can sign up to receive email/
text notifications for mosquito spraying in their area at www.granbury.org/notifyme online. 

CITY OF GRANBURY MOSQUITO CONTROL MAP 
revised 6.17.20 

To sign-up to receive email/text 

notifications for mosquito spraying, 

visit www.granbury.org/notifyme 

Contact information: 

City of Granbury 

Public Works 

817.573.7030 
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There has been a lot of talk 
about a “cashless” society, but 
it’s not here yet. In fact, cash 
can still be a valuable element 
of your overall financial pic-
ture – if you employ it wisely. 
But how?

Consider these four key 
uses of cash:

EVERYDAY SPENDING

Of course, you need suffi-
cient cash on hand to pay for 
your cost of living – mortgage, 
debt payments, utilities, gro-
ceries, etc. You’ll likely rely on 
your savings or checking ac-
counts to pay for these needs.

UNEXPECTED 

EXPENSES AND 

EMERGENCIES

It’s never 
a bad idea to 
establish a 

monthly budget. But, as you 
know, life is unpredictable – 
and sometimes you may en-
counter “budget-busting” ex-
penses, such as a major home 
repair or a large medical bill. If 
you haven’t planned for these 
costs, you might be forced to 
dip into your long-term in-
vestments, such as your IRA 
and 401(k), which can result 
in taxes, penalties and less 
money for your retirement. 
A better alternative is to pre-

pare in advance by building an 
emergency fund containing up 
to six months’ worth of living 
expenses in cash, or at least in 
a highly liquid account, held 
separately from your regular 
checking or savings account 
so you won’t inadvertently 
spend the money.

SHORT-TERM SAVINGS GOAL

When you are investing for a 
long-term goal – especially re-
tirement – you will likely need 
to own a reasonable percent-
age of growth-oriented vehi-
cles, such as stocks and stock-
based mutual funds. The value 
of these investments will fluc-
tuate, so, if it’s possible, you’ll 
want to avoid selling them 
when their price is down – 

which may make them unsuit-
able for short-term goals.  But 
if you’re aiming for a goal that 
you want to achieve in a year 
or so – a wedding, a long vaca-
tion, and so on – you’ll want to 
be sure a specific amount of 
money is there for you when 
you need it. Consequently, 
you’ll want to put away cash 
for this type of goal, possi-
bly in a short-term savings or 
investment vehicle that might 
pay somewhat higher interest 
than a regular checking/sav-
ings account. 

SOURCE OF INVESTMENT

In regard to your longer-
term investment strategy, 
cash can play two important 
roles. First, it can serve as its 

own asset class, alongside 
other classes, such as stocks 
and fixed-income vehicles. 
Unlike these other classes – 
especially stocks and stock-
based mutual funds – cash 
won’t fluctuate in value, so it 
can potentially help lessen the 
impact of market volatility on 
your portfolio. And second, 
having the cash available in 
your portfolio gives you the 
opportunity to quickly take 
advantage of other invest-
ment opportunities that may 
occur. And you may be able to 
use your existing investments 
to help replenish the cash in 
your portfolio. For example, if 
you choose to take stock divi-
dends in cash, these dividends 
can be “swept” into your 

brokerage account and held 
there until you’re ready to in-
vest them. (However, depend-
ing on your comprehensive 
financial strategy, it may be a 
good move to simply reinvest 
the dividends into the same 
stocks or stock funds.) Keep 
in mind that you won’t want 
your investment accounts to 
contain too much cash, as its 
purchasing power can erode 
due to inflation. 

By managing your cash effi-
ciently, and putting it to work 
in different ways, you can gain 
some key benefits – and you’ll 
help yourself to keep moving 
toward your short- and long-
term goals. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Consider the four ways to use cash wisely
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Brian Todd Brawner
August 31, 1965 - May 13, 2023

Brian Todd Brawner, 57,
of Granbury, Texas passed
away peacefully on May
13, 2023 after a coura-
geous battle fighting brain
cancer.

Brian was born on Au-
gust 31,1965 in Fort Worth
to John and Lynnell Brawn-
er, the second of three
sons. He grew up in Hood
County and was a lifelong
Methodist, having been
christened at the Cresson
church and confirmed at
the Granbury First United
Methodist Church.

Brian graduated from
Granbury High School in
1984 and continued his
education at The Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin
where he received his
bachelor's degree in busi-
ness administration. In ad-
dition, Brian earned a mas-
ter's degree in business
administration from The
University of Texas at Ar-
lington.

In 1987, while attending
the University of Texas, he
met his future wife, Melis-
sa Webb, whom he married
in 1989. They have two
beautiful children,
Matthew and Ashley. He
loved his family fiercely
and he was their provider,
protector and encourager;
He was always present for
his children's sporting,
school, and special events.
He was proud of his family
and their well-being was
his first priority.

Brian worked 32 years
as a Business Contracts
Manager at Lockheed Mar-
tin before he retired in Au-
gust of 2020. Nothing
brought Brian more joy
than coaching his chil-
dren's basketball teams
from grade school through
high school. This was a
year-round activity for
many years. After retiring,
he spent his time riding
his bike, taking care of cat-
tle with his brother and
dad, and most importantly
supporting his beloved
Texas Longhorns. As a co-
founder of Papa's Tailgate,
he enjoyed gathering with
many friends each week-
end in the fall and strate-
gizing about the game.

Brian is survived by his
wife Melissa and his two
children: Matt and Ashley;
parents: John and Lynnell
Brawner; two brothers:
Brett (Christine) and their
children Ryann, Will, and
Clay; Bo (Madonna), and
their children Kaylee, Kin-
sey, Kori, and Kyle. He will
also be missed by his ex-
tended family, a host of
friends, and his beloved
dogs, Jax and Jynx.

Brian will be remem-
bered as a hard-worker
and a man of integrity and
for his positive influence
on those who knew him
best. He was known for his
quick wit, his intelligence,
and his competitive spirit.

Brian's Celebration of
Life Service will be held at
Granbury First United
Methodist Church on May
25, 2023, at 1:30 p.m. visi-
tation followed by the ser-
vice at 2:30 p.m. Inurn-
ment in the Columbarium
will follow in the Prayer
Labyrinth. The family re-
quests that you wear burnt
orange and/or white to
honor Brian's love for the
University of Texas
Longhorns. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family ask that do-
nations be made to any of
the following as Brian felt
very deeply about those in
need: Food for the Hungry
(fh.org), First United
Methodist Church food
pantry (fumc.org - desig-
nate "food ministry"), or a
charity of choice.

"Fear not, for I am with
you; be not dismayed, for I
am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help
you, I will uphold you with
My righteous right hand."-
Isaiah 41:10

Yvonne Cogswell Rosen-
quist passed away peace-
fully on Monday, May 8, 
in Glen Rose, Texas. She 
leaves behind many family 
members who remember 
her joyful smile and laugh-
ter: daughters Angie Dear 
of Littleton, Colorado and 
Camille Willis of St Louis 
Park, Minnesota, sons Dr. 
Edward Rosenquist III and 
his wife, Marina, of Irving, 
Texas, Jack Rosenquist and 
his wife, Cathy, of Gaines-
ville, Virginia. Yvonne was 
preceded in death by her 
husband of 58 years Ed-
ward A. Rosen-quist, Jr. and 
her parents, Wilson and Ca-
milla Cogswell, her siblings 
Mar-garet Cogswell, Annette 
Pearce, Bobbie Harris and 
Dr. Jack Cogswell.

Yvonne’s loving legacy 
as “Mimi” is celebrated by 
her grandsons Jared Dear, 
E.A.”Ted” Rosenquist IV, 
James Rosenquist, Andrew 
Willis and her granddaugh-
ters Jennifer Cook, Dr. 
Elizabeth Willis, Yvonne 
Clements, Janie Rice, Dal-las 
Dear and Amy Frazier and 
their respective spous-es in-
cluding Megan Dear, Elaina 
Rosenquist, Adam Cook, 
Ken Clements and Matthew 
Frazier. Mimi also loved 
celebrating life with her 
six great-grandchil-dren, 
Maddie, Jack, Josie, Anna, 
Colt and Deacon. She dearly 
loved her church family 
at the Granbury Church 
of Christ - especially her 

co-volun-teers with whom 
she served every week at 
the Christian Service Center 
Pantry.

Yvonne was born at 
home on May 20, 1932 in 
Lockney, Texas. She gradu-
ated from Hillsboro High 
in 1947 and moved to the 
new family farm in Eddy, 
Texas the same day. She 
attended Abilene Christian 
College and North Texas 
State College (University of 
North Texas) graduating 
with honors in 1951. She 
taught elementary school 
in Houston and in 1954 
was selected for a teaching 
contract at the Socony-
Mo-bil School in Caracas, 
Venezuela. There she met 
a handsome petroleum en-
gineer from Southern Cali-
fornia - Edward Rosen-quist. 
Ed and Yvonne mar-ried in 
Venezuela in 1955, began 
their family in West Covina, 
CA, followed by a move in 
1960 to Durango, CO and 
to Dallas, TX in 1963. She 
returned to school and be-
came a regis-tered dietician 
and worked for the Dallas 
Independent School District 
to help with her children’s 
college expenses.

In 1984 they left the U.S. 
for an opportunity with 
Aramco in the kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia where they 
lived for eight years. While 
based there Yvonne led 
tours to over 70 countries 
and also created a jewelry 
business, “Yvonne’s Origi-

nals” creating over 2,500 
personalized custom jew-
elry pieces from beautiful 
stones, beads, and arti-facts 
from her travels.

In 1992, after Ed retired, 
they moved to their final 
home in Pecan Planta-
tion on the Brazos River. 
The sprawling house and 
grounds were often full 
of guests and gatherings 
in-cluding church group 
par-ties, reunions with dear 
friends and many family 
outings. In 2000, Yvonne 
and Ed started an annual 
Mimi Camp for her grand-
children and eventually her 
great-grandchildren that 
lasted until 2018. Each year 
the cousins would sport 
matching T-shirts that read 
“I survived Mimi Camp”. 
Just last year, 25 members 
of her family gathered 
in Granbury to celebrate 
Mimi’s 90th Birthday! 
These gatherings provided 
many opportuni-ties for 
wonderful conver-sations 
and deepening friendships 
between friends and family 
while everyone was enjoy-
ing the amazing back porch 
of the house on Buena Vista 
Dr.

Yvonne lived her life 
in faithful service to God 
and his people. She is well 
known for teaching young 
wives about loving their 
husbands and also sharing 
biblical wisdom with young 
mothers about rais-ing their 
children (Mother-ly Love 
group). Yvonne was well 

loved by her friends and 
family and will be dearly 
missed.

Graveside Service was 
held, Thursday, May 18, 
2023, at 11:15 a.m. at Dal-
las Fort Worth National 
Cemetery located at 2000 
Mountain Creek Pkwy, Dal-
las, Texas 75211. Visita-tion 
will be Friday, May 26, 5 
p.m.-7 p.m. at Martin’s Fu-
neral Home at 100 S. Mor-
gan St, Granbury, Texas. On 
Saturday, May 27 at 1 p.m., 
there will be a Celebra-
tion of Life for Yvonne at 
Granbury Church of Christ 
in Granbury, Texas, with a 
re-ception onsite to follow. 
The family looks forward 
to these celebrations and 
would love to hear your 
stories and memories!

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials honoring her life can 
be sent to the Christian Ser-
vice Center which supports 
Yvonne’s well-loved food 
pantry. http://granburycoc.
net/ab out/christian-ser-
vice-cen-ter/

Yvonne Cogswell Rosenquist
May 20, 1932 - May 8, 2023OBITUARIES

consignment gal lery
• Consign your quality furniture & home decor.

• Gently-worn women’s clothing & accessories.

Call for appointment or more details on the “Bella Experience”

E-mail photos of your furniture to pjsbellarosa@yahoo.com

Don’t miss out...New Inventory Daily

1452 E. HWY 377 | Granbury | 817-578-8588

Follow us on Facebook!

Allie O'Nita Merritt
June 8, 1931 - May 12, 2023

Allie Onita (Nita) Martin
Merritt passed away at the
age of 91 on Friday, May
12, 2023, surrounded by
family in Granbury Texas.
She was born at home in
Flomot, Texas on June 8,
1931, to Wade A. and Opal
Ella (Barton) Martin. She
earned her bachelor's de-
gree in education from
Texas Tech University in
1958, and her master's de-
gree in education from
West Texas State Universi-
ty in 1964. She taught ele-
mentary school for 30
years, where she trained
hundreds of children to
read and write.

She married Coyle Ervin
Merritt on November 2,
1950, at Whiteflat, Texas,
and together they had two
sons. She was a devoted
mother, grandmother, and
great-grandmother, and
she was also passionate
about her hobbies that in-
cluded quilting, sewing,
and gardening. She was ac-
tive in Acton Methodist
Church, where she loved,
and was loved dearly by,
her many friends there.

Nita was proceeded in
death by her husband, par-
ents, and her two brothers,
Wilburn Z. and Herbert A.

Martin. She is survived by
her sister, Wayde (Ronald
Clay) of Flomot, Texas, her
two sons and their wives,
Tom and Cheryl (Bryant)
Merritt, and Steve and Su-
san (Root) Merritt, all liv-
ing in Granbury, Texas.
She is also survived by six
grandkids, 14 great-grand-
kids, and numerous nieces
and nephews.

The funeral service will
be at 10:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, May 22, 2023, at Ac-
tion Methodist Church in
Acton, Texas. Visitation
will begin at 9:30 a.m. on
that same day. Interment
will be at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, May 24, 2023,
at the Flomot Community
Cemetery in Flomot, Texas.

Obituaries are submit-
ted online at obituaries.
hcnews.com. Advance pay-
ment is required and you 
may do so online when 
placing the obituary.

Obituaries should come 
from the funeral home. 
Obituaries placed by next 
of kin must be verified 
with the facility handling 
the body or the church 

where service will be held. 
You must provide the 
contact info for verifica-
tion when submitting the 
obituary.

The memorial day dead-
line schedule is as follows:

Edition Deadline
5-24 10 a.m. 5-19
5-27 10 a.m. 5-23
5-31 10 a.m. 5-26

 SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY  

ADVANCED DEADLINES



Deadlines: Wednesday issue, 10 a.m. Monday • Saturday issue, 10 a.m. Wednesday (817) 573-7066 Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday • 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday

Classifieds

1010

Acreage for Sale

JERRY PYBURN REAL ESTATE
Comanche County 250 +/- acres.

Front paved FM 2486. Cattle, hunting,
building sites, investment. $8000/ac.

Call or text
Jerry Pyburn, Broker

(254) 842-4547

1050

Homes for Sale

NEW LISTING FOR SELL BY OWNER
Owner Finance with 15 to 20% Down

4-2-2 in Acton $325,000.
Completely renovated and move in

ready.
Call Patty at 817-219-4555

5200

Home Improvement

CONSTRUCTION
Trench digging, Bobcat work, Land
clearing, Brush Hog mowing, Tree
work, Excavating, Trench Digging,
Gravel driveways, Demo and haul-off.
Free estimates. Call Keith 817-559-
0100

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair

Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939

Dependable, Affordable Choice!

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS
New construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial,

residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

ALLEN’S HANDYMAN SERVICES
Serving Hood County

817-776-3757

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Replace light fix-
tures, ceiling fans, leaky faucets,
new furniture assembly, blind in-
stallation, light carpentry, punch
lists, and other odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC One Stop

Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting

A+ BBB Member
Accepting Credit Cards

snodgrasspaintingremodeling.com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

COUNTRY BOY HANDYMAN
DECK, PERGOLAS,

CARPENTRY, PAINTING & MORE.
(682)234-7852

5210

Home Services

NO KILL BEE REMOVAL
AND RELOCATION

Call Allen
817-776-3757

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT
GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

Attic insulation. Commercial and
residential. Save up to 40% on your
electric bill. Call for a free quote.
(318) 393-4234

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

SPEEDY LAWN CARE
Lawnmowing, edging

&mulching. Tree trimming
& removal. 817-559-5152

SHORT CUT LAWN CARE
Tree and Bush trimming.
Flowerbed Maintenance.
Brush hauling, weedeat,

blowing, mowing, leaf cleanup.
Call or text for free estimate.

817-736-5671

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 8
years with 19 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

CALL FOR SPECIALS
Tree work, gutters. Flower beds,

shrubs. Brush hogging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

TEXAS TREE CARE
Proudly serving Hood County
longer than any other tree service.
Third generation arborist. Pruning,
removals, sick tree diagnoses, root
zone fertilization, Oak Wilt injec-
tions, stump grinding, tree hazard
inspection and mistletoe removal.
We are your tree care professionals.
Free estimates and senior discount.
Residential & Commercial, Free Es-
timates.

(817) 894-9449
TexasTreeCare@yahoo.com

CUT DEALS LAWN CARE
I mow small to regular size lawns.
Mow, weedeat and clean up.

Serving all of Granbury & Acton.
Call or text (817)881-6722
www.cutdealslawncare.com

Riding lawn mower repairs. Free pick-
up/delivery available in Granbury area.
Will buy riding lawn mowers, running

or not. 817-736-6511.

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK
*Sidewalks *RetainingWalls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces

No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

ANYTHINGWITH STONE
*RetainingWalls *Patios

*Houses *Repairs *Flower Beds
*Planting *Bobcat Work

*Tornado Shelters
*20+ years *Senior Discount

Insured (817) 919-4487

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS
Usually same or next day service,
no job too large or small. Free Esti-
mates. We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK
Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.
We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

5270

Sand/Gravel/Soil

SAND AND GRAVEL
Will haul sand, gravel, top soil,

road base, etc.
Call Carroll, (817) 219-2436

1510

Apartments for Rent

2bd - 1 bth Downstairs
No Pets - No W&D Connections
Laundry Room on property
$700/mo + $700 deposit

682-279-4228

1520

Commercial for Rent

WAREHOUSE
3,000/6,000 sq ft. Large parking. 2
people doors, multiple ground level
doors & one dock level door. Office
and 2 bathrooms. (817)279-6622

INDIVIDUAL OFFICE SPACE
Newly Remodeled Individual Of-
fices (11x20 and 12x14) with com-
mon waiting and conference area.
Ample parking and great location

301 S. Morgan
Email tcallaway@cds25.com or
call 214-535-6480 for info.

1540

Homes for Rent

Cute 1BR/1BA on quiet street/cul-de-
sac. Washer/dryer included, central a/
c, storage building. No pets or smok-
ing. Credit Report required. $850/mo,

$600 deposit. (817)781-2311

1560

Rooms for Rent

Furnished room for rent. $500/mo, all
bills paid. 817-736-6511

2060

Motorcycles

Loaded with extras, 1800 2003
Honda Trike 15,000 miles, with
trailer, $25,000. 817-578-9906.

2070

Pickups & SUVs

1936 CHEVROLET 1.5 ton flatbed.
More pics and video on Classic Au-
totrader. By Owner, $17,500 (817)
219-9906

2090

Trailers

2004 PACE TRAILER Perfect for
hauling. Great cond. 14.6’L x 6’8"W
x 14’4"L. $5500 cash or cashiers
check only. Text 972-333-3118.

5070

Cement/Concrete

PATTERSON CONCRETE
Quality Work with Pride. Professional

Craftsmanship. 817-219-7483.

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

5090

Cleaning Services

KAREN'S EXPERT CLEANING SER-
VICES Residential/Commercial.

New &make ready. Serving area since
1994. (817) 776-0260

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
andmore. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450

5110

Construction

CONSTRUCTION CLEAN-UP
& HAULING Lumber, Limbs, Trees

and Household trash.
Call 682-205-6860.

DURA MAR KITCHEN & BATHWe of-
fer FREE estimates with no hidden
fees! Come see us for your new
kitchen & bathroom countertops,
shower(s) and more! Residential &
Commercial, Free Estimates. (817)
279-0535

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC

NO JOBS TOO SMALL! (817) 613-
1465, (817) 266-7239

ELECTRICAL WORK
Residential and Commercial.
No job too large or small.

Free Estimates. We take all credit
cards. Call 817-566-4785

5170

Fencing

Al's Fencing. *Chain Link, *Barbed
Wire, *Pipe, *Cable, *Field Fence,
*Privacy, *Iron, *Game Fence, *Cat-
tle Pens, *Cattle Guards, built and
installed. *Carports, Fence Repairs,
*Tree Removal, "EntranceWays,

*Construction Clean-Up.
Commercial and residential.

Cell-682-205-6860.

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION
Since 1970.

Quality cedar fences.
Redwood patio pergolas.

Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115
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Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm

Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday

Saturday issue, 10am Thursday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers

Free classified ads. Miscellaneous 

items up to $100. Some restrictions 

apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 

vehicle for only $59.95. The ad will run 

until it sells or up to 2 months.

Classi�ed Advertising Cost
Classified ads for the Wednesday & 

Saturday editions are $16 per week 

for 4 lines for less. Each 

additional line is $2.25. Your ad will 

also appear on www.hcnews.com 

during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to check their 

ad immediately after it 

appears in the paper and report at 

once any error found. Claims for 

adjustment should be made at that 

time. The Hood County News is 

responsible for an incorrect ad only 

the first time it runs, so check your 

ads carefully.

817-573-7066

CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY

Real Estate for Sale

1010 Acreage for Sale
1020 Cemetery Lots
1030 Commercial for Sale
1040 Duplexes for Sale
1050 Homes for Sale
1060 Waterfront Homes
1070 Lots for Sale
1080 Mobiles for Sale
1090 Waterfront Mobiles
1100 Real Estate Notes
1110 Townhomes & Condos
1120 Property For Trade
1130 Want To Buy

Real Estate for Rent

1510 Apartments for Rent
1520 Commercial for Rent
1530 Duplexes for Rent
1540 Homes for Rent
1550 Mobiles for Rent
1560 Rooms for Rent
1570 Roommates Wanted
1580 Spaces & Lots
1590 Townhomes & Condos
1600 Want to Rent

Vehicles

2010 Automobiles
2020 Parts & Accessories
2030 Big Trucks & Trailers
2040 Classic Automobiles

2050 Four-Wheel Drive
2060 Motorcycles
2070 Pickups & SUVs
2080 Vans & Campers
2090 Trailers
2095 Heavy Equipment

Farm & Ranch

3010 Corrals & Fencing
3020 Farm Equipment
3030 Feed & Pasture
3040 Stock Trailers
3050 Related Items

Finance

4010 Business Opportunities
4020 Insurance
4030 Investments
4040 Mortgages & Notes

Home & Business Services

5010 Adult/Elderly Care
5020 A/C Heating Repair
5030 Appliance  Repair
5040 Automotive Services
5050 Bulldozer Services
5060 Business Services
5065 Carports
5070 Cement/Concrete
5075 Chimney Sweeping
5080 Child Care
5090 Cleaning Services
5100 Computer Services

5110 Construction
5120 Clock Repair
5130 Dock repair/Rebuild 
5140 Electrical
5150 Electronics Repair
5160 Exterminating
5170 Fencing
5180 Floor Coverings
5190 Health Care
5200 Home Improvement
5210 Home Services
5220   Landscaping/Tree Service
5230 Interior Design
5240 Masonry
5250 Mobile Home Service
5260 Moving/Hauling
5265 Plumbing
5270 Sand/Gravel/Soil
5280 Roofing
5290 Painting
5295 Pressure Washing
5300 Septic/Sewer
5310 Small Engine Repair
5320 Secretarial/Office
5330 Storage
5340 Tractor Service
5350 Welding

Sports & Recreation

6010 Boats & Water Sports
6020 Recreation
6030 Golf
6040 Guns
6050 Hunting/Fishing
6060 Pools & Spas

6070 RV’s/Travel Trailers
6080 Sporting Goods

Merchandise

6510 Antiques
6520 Appliances
6530 Arts & Crafts
6540 Building Materials
6550 Computers
6560 Electronics
6570 Firewood
6580 Furniture
6590 Health
6600 Air Conditioners
6610 Lawn Equipment
6620 Miscellaneous
6630 Musical Instruments
6635 Pocket Stuffers
6640 Portable Buildings
6650 Tools
6660 Trees
6670 Wanted

Education

7010 Tutor/Instruction
7020 Music
7030 Computer
7040 Art Instruction

Livestock & Pets

8010 Livestock
8020 Livestock Lost & Found
8030 Pets
8040 Pets Lost & Found

Employment

8510 General
8520 Construction
8530 Food Services
8540 Medical/Dental
8550 Office Employment
8560 Professional
8570 Sales
8580 Salon Personnel
8590 Employment Wanted
8600 Employment Information
8610 Carpool Information

Notices

9010 Happy Notes
9020 Free
9030 Public Notices
9040 Notices
9050 Personal Lost & Found
9070 Card of Thanks

Public Sales

9570  Auctions
9580  Flea Markets
9590  Out of Town Sales
Cresson Garage Sales 76035
Granbury Garage Sales 76048
Granbury Garage Sales 76049
Lipan  Garage Sales 76462
Tolar  Garage Sales 76476

Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday
Saturday issue, 10am Wednesday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. 
Miscellaneous items up to $100. 
Some restrictions apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $59.95. the ad 
will run until it sells or up to 2 
months.

Place your ad online at 
www.hcnews.com, call 
817-573-7066, or visit us at 
1501 S. Morgan St.

Classified Advertising 
Cost
Classified ads for the 
Wednesday & Saturday edi-
tions are $16 per week for 4 
lines or less. Each additional 
line is $2.25. Your ad will also 
appear on www.hcnews.com 
during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to 
check their ad immediately 
after it appears in the paper 
and report at once any error 
found. Claims for adjustment 
should be made at that time. 
The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect 
ad only the first time it runs, 
so check your ads carefully

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR SALE

10
50 Text me if interested 512-466-4206, asking 550,000. Nego.

3-2 ranch style, on lake, 2-car attached carport w/ 400
square foot storage room w/ electricity. Fenced in back
yard, stone walkway to 3-stall boat house w/ electric boat
lifts. Large back porch. CH/A, w/ butane fireplace. Needs
cosmetic upgrades, interior painting, new carpet, etc.

3-2-2CP ranch style home on lake

617 Aqua Vista Dr

10
50 Greg Willis, Broker. Call: (817) 894-1013.

Granbury's Original Full Service $avings Realtor!
26 Years Experience!
Over 1450 Homes Sold!
Broker & Company Born in Granbury!
Over 275 5-Star Reviews at WillisReviews.com

Texas Real Estate Savings

BestListingRate.com

Decordova-House for sale by owner.
3BR/2BA, 2300 sq ft. 210 ft golf course

frontage on #3 hole. $425,000.
(817) 326-4385.

817-573-7066

Deliver your 
ads to 

thousands 
twice a week!

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds!

Hood County News
817-573-7066

1050

Homes for Sale

Leaving    
   Town

Noon Monday to suspend the Wednesday edition

Noon Thursday to suspend the Saturday edition

Call sooner around the holidays,

and need to 

   suspend your 

      subscription?

817-573-7066

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR RENT

 VEHICLES

Subscribe 

Online

www.hcnews.com/

subscribe

 HOME & 
 BUSINESS
  SERVICES

GOING MOWING 10 years serving
Granbury with exceptional lawn ser-
vice. Also mulching and lot clearing
services. Call or text 817-219-2359.

5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service
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6620

Miscellaneous

FRESH ROASTED COFFEE
Roasted in Tolar, TX Medium &
Dark Coffee Whole Bean or Ground.

Unique Coffee Blends like Bourbon
Barrel Aged & BBQ Smoked
order: whiskeymorningcoffee.com
or (817) 243-6882

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

WAGON YARD.COM: We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

6670

Wanted

LOCAL BUYER Buying used or in
need of repair: campers, pon-
toon, fishing or larger boats,

pickups and cars, trailers, cargo
trailers, airplanes, compressors,
generators, propane tanks, fork-
lifts, tractors and farm equip-
ment. Also industrial or com-

mercial equipment or materials.
Call local resident Dan at

817-629-7531.

7020

Music

DRUM LESSONS Snare drum. $10
intro lesson. $30 per lesson. Re-
tired, taking 10 students. Hills of
Bear Creek, Cresson (817) 688-9654
sm481764@gmail.com

8030

Pets

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

Use Happy Jack Skin Balm on cats &
dogs to treat hot spots, flea allergies
without steroids! At Tractor Supply.
(www.fleabeacon.com)

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact
Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

Found: Yellow colored cat, very friend-
ly, Tip Top area. 817-573-4723.

8510

General

GUTTER INSTALLERS
Must have current DL.
Experience preferred.

Immediate openings available.
Call: (817) 243-6560

The Hood County News is hiring
responsible, committed part
time help in our insert room.

Flexible times and hours.

Competitive pay and
great work environment.

Please apply at
1501 S. Morgan St.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

Busy cleaning business needs
responsible people to help clean
residential/commercial some
nites/weekends. Must speak

English. Must have clean driving
record - pass background.

254-396-3417

Now hiring a FT/PT position ener-
getic, responsible and mature indi-
vidual with customer service expe-
rience. Must be able to lift 50
pound package. Apply in person at
UPS Store, 1030 E Hwy 377, Suite
110.

Granbury ISD is currently looking for a
Groundskeeper to join our outstand-
ing Maintenance team. Only responsi-
ble and qualified candidates need ap-
ply. Criminal background checks and
fingerprinting will be required. Com-
petitive wages and excellent benefits,
including health insurance and retire-

ment. Apply online at
https://www.granburyisd.org/jobs

Granbury ISD is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FRONT GATE ATTENDANT
needed at North Central Texas
Academy. Please pick up an ap-
plication at our front gate locat-
ed at 3846 N. Hwy. 144,
Granbury, TX 76048.

PECAN PLANTATION
**Facilities, Grounds & Roads
Maintenance Workers needed
Rate $14 to $17 depending on

experience, 4 Full-time
Contact daniel@ppoaweb.com

or Ext 342
**Security Gate Staff and Patrol Offi-
cers $12 to $15 (PT and FT). Contact

harold@ppoaweb.com or
brendarhine@ppoaweb.com or Ext

351
**Golf Course Maintenance Workers

$12 to $15 (PT and FT) Contact
jd@ppoaweb.com or Ext 357

**Food & Beverage Servers and Cooks
PT / FT needed
Contact Shelby

sfoster@ppoaweb.com; Jordan
jray@ppoaweb.com or Ext 319

**Accounty office clerk, date entry and
filing, part time, $13-$14/hr. Contact

Nancy Smith Ext 332 or
nancy@ppoaweb.com.

Great Benefits to
FT employees
817-573-2641

nancy@ppoaweb.com

8540

Medical/Dental

8560

Professional

North Central Texas Academy is
seeking elementary teacher, high
school English teacher, chemistry/
math teacher, assistant volleyball
coach and assistant basketball

coach. Full and part time positions
available.

Apply at https://www.northcentralt
exasacademy.org/about-hhfa/em-
ployment/teacher-application/

9020

Free

JUNK REMOVAL We haul your clutter
off. Appliance removal to entire house
cleanouts. Reasonable rates and fast
service. (817) 578-5510

9031

Public Notices

CONSTABLE’S SALE - REAL ESTATE
On June 3, 2021 in the 355th District
Court of Hood County, Texas, in Cause
No. C2019320, CAZ CREEK TX, LLC as
Intervenor, and GRANBURY INDEPEN-
DENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, HOOD COUN-
TY, AND PRIORITY LIEN FEES recovered
judgment against:
Judy Garcia (in Rem Only), Fred Morris
(in Rm Only) and Peggy Morris (In Rem
Only)
By virtue of an Order of Sale, I did on

May 10, 2023, levy upon the Defen-
dant’s interest, if any, in the following
described land as the property of the
above-named Defendant(s), situated
in Hood County, Texas, to wit:
ACCT: NO. 12970.001.0034.0
(R000018977 and R018977); Lot 34,
BLOCK1, LAKE GRANBURY ESTATES
SECTION OAK TRAIL SHORES SUBDIVI-
SION, AN ADDITION TO HOOD COUN-
TY, TEXAS, ACCORDING TO THE MAP
OR PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN CAB-
INET ’A’, PAGE 374-B, PLAT RECORDS
OF HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS
And I will on JUNE 6, 2023, the same

being the first Tuesday in JUNE A.D.
2023, starting at approximately 10:00
a.m. in the morning, offer the said
land for sale for cash to the highest
bidder, at the Hood County Court-
house, said location being the 2 Floor
Courtroom in the Hood County Court-
house, located at 100 E. Pearl Street, in
the City of Granbury, Texas.
For questions or payoff amounts,

please contact Yanira Reyes with Har-
rison & Duncan, PLLC at (210) 821-
5800.
Chad Jordan
Constable, Precinct 4
Hood County, Texas

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Cynthia Elizabeth Payne, Deceased,
were issued on May 10, 2023, in Cause
No. P09969, pending in County Court
of Hood County, Texas, to: Anna Cath-
leen Payne c/o Spooner Thompson
Law, PLLC, P.O. Box 2384, Keller, Texas
76244. All persons having claims
against this estate which is currently
being administered are required to
present them within the time and in
the manner prescribed by law. All per-
sons having claims should address
them in care of the representative at
the address stated above.
Alicia R. Thompson
Spooner Thompson Law, PLLC
(817) 264-7041
athompson@spoonerthompson.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The following items will be considered
at a Public Hearing conducted by the
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT of
the City of Granbury on Tuesday, May
30, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., at Granbury City
Hall, 116 West Bridge Street,
Granbury, Texas.

1. ZBA-2023-03, Request of Stacie
Parker for a Variance to Zoning Ordi-
nance, Section 11.2.D "Parking Table"
to reduce parking requirements; and a
Special Exception to Zoning Ordi-
nance, Section 11.7.C.12 "Articulation
Standards". The property is located on
Weatherford Hwy, north of the
Granbury Cemetery and is the future
Lot 4, Block 1 of the Corridor 51 Busi-
ness Center Addition.
2. ZBA-2023-04, Request of Karrie
Jackson for a Special Exception to
Zoning Ordinance, Section 11.2.A.4
"Off-Street Parking General Provisions"
to enclose an existing 1-car garage
and construct a carport in-lieu of an
enclosed two-car garage; and a vari-
ance to Zoning Ordinance, Section
11.10.B.2.a "Accessory Structures in
Residential Districts" to allow a carport
to be constructed within the front
yard setback. The property is ad-
dressed as 1412 W. Torrey St.
3. ZBA-2023-05, Request of Trey Clark
for a variance to Zoning Ordinance,
Section 5.5.C "R-10 Height, Area, Yard,
and Lot Coverage Requirements" to
reduce the front and rear setbacks on
a new residential structure. The prop-
erty is addressed as 109 Hawthorne.

A. § 551.071. Consultation with Attor-
ney. The Zoning Board of Adjustment
may convene in executive session to
conduct a private consultation with its
attorney on any legally posted agenda
item, when the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment seeks the advice of its attor-
ney about pending or contemplated
litigation, a settlement offer, or on a
matter in which the duty of the attor-
ney to the governmental body under
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Profes-
sional Conduct of the State Bar of
Texas clearly conflicts with the provi-
sions of Chapter 551.

For more information, contact the
Community Development Depart-
ment at (817) 573-1114, Granbury City
Hall, 116 West Bridge Street.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Robert Emmitt
Poer, Deceased were issued on May
10, 2023, in Docket No. PI 0007 in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
to Independent Executrix, Carolyn Eliz-
abeth ("Beth ") Clark.
The residence of the Independent

Executrix is 1935 Ports O Call,
Granbury, Hood County, Texas 76048
and the Independent Executrix desires
that all claims be presented to her at
the following address:
SANDRAW. REED
Attorney at Law
4556A C.R. 2011
Walnut Springs, Texas 76690
All persons having claims against this
Estate, which is currently being ad-
ministered, are required to present
them within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law.
Dated the 10th day of May, 2023.
Carolyn Elizabeth ("Beth") Clark
Independent Executrix of the Estate of
Robert Emmitt Poer

ORDINANCE NO. 23-36
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS,
AMENDING THE GENERAL FUND FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023.

ORDINANCE NO. 23-37
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF GRANBURY, TEXAS,
ADOPTING GENERAL TAX ABATEMENT
GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA, HEREIN
REFERRED TO AS A GENERAL TAX
ABATEMENT POLICY, UNDER CHAPTER
312 TEXAS TAX CODE TO ENTER INTO
TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENTS WITH
ELIGIBLE ENTITIES FOR ECONOMIC DE-
VELOPMENT PURPOSES.

These ordinances are on file in the Of-
fice of the City Secretary, 116 W Bridge
St. and can be seen in its entirety dur-
ing normal business hours.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters of Administration With Will An-
nexed for the Estate of JOETTA
MASSEY, Deceased, were issued on
May I l, 2023, in Cause No. P07521,
pending in the County Court of Hood
County, Texas, to: AMY HARRISON.
All persons having claims against

this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
c/o: Steven G. Kuban
Attorney at Law
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
DATED the 12th day of May, 2023
Steven G. Kuban
Attorney for Amy Harrison
State Bar No.: 24078807
107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 573-8872
Facsimile: (817) 579-1651
E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

9570

Auctions

Cresson 76035

Garage Sales 76035

4602 Milburn Rd, Cresson, TX Furni-
ture, tools, medical equipment-walk-
ers, wheel chair etc, kitchen stuff and
nick nacks. Fri-Sun 5/19-5/21, 7-5

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

South Harbor Community- Located
behind 1st Nat’l on Morgan. Fri & Sat
5/19 & 5/20 starting at 8. Come and
get some good items at good prices.

318 N Thrash St- Fri. 5/19 & Sat. 5/20
8am-5pm. Lots of home & kitchen
decor. Hall tree, makeup table. Lots of
misc stuff.

1217 N Lipan Dr- Tools material, clos-
ing plumbing shop. Fri-Sun, 7am-dark.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 514 Skyline
Dr.- Family sale . Clothes, house items,
dishes, etc. Fri. 5/19 & Sat. 5/20 from
8am-2pm.

809 West Bridge- Huge sale. Starts at
8:00am. Tools, home decor, lamps,
garden pots. Come find your trea-
sures. Something for everyone. Rain or
Shine. Friday May 19, Saturday May 20
Sunday May 21

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

Multi-Family, 3112 Rim Rock Ct. Sat,
May 20, 7:30am-1pm. Men’s, boy’s,
girl’s plus size women’s clothes. Shoes,
home decor, toys and much more.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY Laguna
Tres Community Garage Sale: May
19 -20th. Starts both days at 8 AM.
Join us for lots of household items!
ST Hwy 51, 3 miles N of Granbury.
Rain or Shine.

Community Garage Sale

Sat, May 20, 8am-5pm. 324 Sardius
Blvd. Clothing and more. Cassette
tapes, DVDs, exercise equipment,
Christmas items, clothing, floor clean-
er, stand up walker, cookware.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY
799 ROLLING TERRACE CIRCLE

Fri/Sat - 8am - 4pm
Furniture, Fridge, Washer/Dryer, Decor
Items, lots of misc., New Cultivator
ALL Priced to move!!! Rain or Shine.

3233 Golden Oaks Cir - "ALMOST ES-
TATE" SALE! MAJOR DOWNSIZING.
Clearing out man shop and household
items. Power tools, sprayers, yard
equipment, BBQ smokers, fire pit, Yeti,
coolers, bicycles, kitchen table/chairs,
cedar chest, kitchenware, clothes and
MORE! Rain or shine. Fri-Sat, May 19-
20, 8am-?

 MERCHANDISE

 EDUCATION

 LIVESTOCK 
 & PETS 

CLASSIFIEDS

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 
Plumbers,

Electricians, 
Mechanics, 
Carpenters,

Painters, 
and more...

w w w. h c n e w s . c o m

EMPLOYMENT

classifieds.hcnews.com

 NOTICES
9031

Public Notices

Subscribe 

Online

www.hcnews.com/

subscribe

 PUBLIC SALES
9570

Auctions

stay connected — hcnews.com

Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 
up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 
County using one of 

today’s greatest 
social media sites.

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

LOCAL.
HONEST.
COMMUNITY.

hcnews.com/subscr ibe
(817) 573-7066

Hood
County
News

MOVING SALE- 617 Aqua Vista Dr
Cannon Gun safe with 4 shelves. Stor-
age for 16 rifle/shotguns & 9 hand-
guns $550.00. Ammunition-12 gauge
$15/box, 22LR $10/box, 22 magnum
$20/box. 22 Magnum Remington rifle
model 597, 2 clips, bushnel scope
3X10 with 2 boxes of ammo $775.

All prices negotiable.
Text/call (512)466-4206.

2 Qu comforter sets, new Qu bed
linens still in pkg, ladies handbags and
sz 6.5 shoes & boots, stamps, Bissell
rug cleaner, clothes steamer, portable
TV, incline treadmill, 2 book shelves
and
armoire. Too many things to list.
Text/call (512)466-4206 or come look

617 Aqua Vista Dr

Waples UMC church-wide garage sale.
9am-noon., Thurs-Sat, May 18, 19, 20.
4323 Waples Rd.

Tolar 76476

Garage Sales 76476

YARD SALE: TOLAR 6600 West
Hwy 377 Tolar TX. Under the BIG
American Flag. Massive Multi-
Family yard sale. Furniture,
decor, clothes & shoes all sizes,
toys, tools, hunting gear and
more. 8am-? May 19-21
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IN AGREEMENT 
 WITH COLUMN

Thumbs up to Sam Houston 
for his column in the April 
19th edition, which views to-
day’s political landscape.

Steve Biggers, Hood County 
Republican Chair, and his 
followers should read Mr. 
Houston’s words and ex-
amine their actions. Their 
actions do not align with 
most of the conservative 
Republicans in Hood County. 
Mr. Biggers is an embarrass-

ment to the party that he was 
elected to represent. Perhaps 
he would be better suited to 
Travis County politics.

Darlene Scott

Granbury

WOW, I DO BELIEVE  
THE COLEMANS DON’T 
LIKE ME! 

To invoke a quote about 
evil from a German Lutheran 
pastor, theologian, and anti-
Nazi dissident, and compar-

ing it to current issues with 
homeowners’ right to control 
and maintain their own prop-
erty here in Hood County, 
well ... seems a little extreme. 

Let’s address the subject 
and clear the air. 

First, it is no secret where 
I stand on this topic.  I have 
challenged this “rule” for four 
years (since 2019). For three 
of those four years, I main-
tained my aerobic system on 
my own with NO contract. 
Only when I became “Mr. 
GOP” (thanks, Colemans), did 

the county have an issue with 
my independence. Obvious 
effort to discredit and embar-
rass in public eyes. 

If the state LAWS say a 
homeowner can maintain 
with no contract, then what 
is the motive for local poli-
ticians to go beyond those 
laws?  How about ... “Follow 
the money.”  A couple of 
years back (public record) 
Mr. Colman stated he has 
2,500-plus contracts at an 
average of $175, that is close 
to 1/2 million bucks a year. 
For showing up three times a 
year!  That’s 60 bucks for 15 
minutes of work! 

The county rule makes 
some, again some, homeown-
ers buy this “maintenance 
contract.” If not ... fear and 
intimidation tactics. Fines, 
court litigation, “don’t pol-
lute the lake,” etc. THAT IS 
EXTORTION! 

There is also the issue of a 
commissioner sitting on the 
court and being in the sep-
tic business. Never recusing 
when the matter came up! 
So, it is pure speculation on 
my part, but I bet some of the 
“contract” money made it to 
some of those local elected 
folks’ campaigns. 

So, my stance... The new 
changes just shift the respon-
sibility from the providers 
(who I believe are opportun-
ists) to a fully trained home-
owner, as I am. I took the 
Texas A&M course in 2019 
and have been taking care of 
my system 24/7 since. 

The Commissioners Court 
saw the wisdom and the fun-
damental right of a citizen to 
have “sovereignty of prop-
erty” (Texas GOP Platform re-
flects that in #3, #5, #23, and 
#221), and changed the rule 
so that interested homeown-
ers that become trained in 
one of four approved courses 
can self-maintain.  How in the 
world can someone not sup-
port this? 

It’s better for the commu-
nity, the system is watched 
24/7, and with the property 
tax assessor out of control, a 
financial break to homeown-
ers.  A trained citizen is a bet-
ter citizen. 

Mr. Coleman stated ...”wit-
nessing neglected dangerous 
situations” ... in his “Chosen” 
profession, well there are 
rules on the books now and 
people are breaking them. 
This happens with every rule. 

So, in closing, Mr. Coleman, 
I will leave you with one of 
my favorite quotes, (outside 
of the Bible), “The only thing 
necessary for the triumph 
of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.” – Edmund Burke. 

I strive to be a good, righ-
teous man through the mercy 
and grace of Jesus. Don’t al-
ways succeed but strive. And 
not about to do nothing while 
holding my current elected 
position! 

Steve Biggers

Granbury

GHS EX-STUDENTS 
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL 
ALL-CLASS REUNION

Legacy is a word that seems 
to be less and less impor-
tant in today’s world but 
it’s still alive and well in the 
hearts of a multitude of GHS 
ex-students.

The first Saturday of June 
each year 200-plus ex-stu-
dents gather for a great re-
union. Last year a student 
from Class of 1943 attended! 

Classes of 1956 and beyond 
show up in large percentages. 
Classes of ’66, ’67, ’68, ‘69 is 
always a rowdy crowd recall-
ing the glory days on Pirate 
Field. Somehow the classes 
of 1970, 71, 72 have melded 
into a super-class and are 
hard to separate. This year 
we’ll be celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of the Class of 
1973.  Just to call out a few. 

We gather because we have 
a great shared experience 
at Granbury ISD despite any 
controversies – we’ve always 
had them. This is still true to-
day because many of the stu-
dents that graduated in the 
last 10-15 years up until 2023 
recall their school experience 
fondly. We cherish relation-
ships with classmates; friend-
ships with mentors, teachers, 
coaches, and administrators; 
and memories of incredible 
events, both highs and lows. 
Characters were formed in 
large part in those hallways, 
courts, fields, band halls, 
kitchens, shops, labs, chorus, 
and drama venues and maybe 
even in a few classrooms. We 
remember where we were 
when certain world events 
happened, and we remember 
those we lost along the way.  
We were together either liter-
ally or figuratively and that’s 
where we wanted to be.

 If you’re yearning to relive 
some of those stories and 
see some of those friends – 
the first Saturday in June is 
always your opportunity. It’s 
like that permanent address 
that should always work – a 
super-networking event. 

I urge every student who at-
tended (not necessarily grad-
uated from) Granbury schools 
that would love to see what 
the old gang looks like now, 
hear “the rest of the story,” 
and catch up on everything 
in between, to consider at-
tending the All Class Reunion 
on Saturday, June 3, 9:00 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Granbury 
Middle School located at 2000 
Crossland Street.

We give scholarships each 
year, and to support those ef-
forts we charge a registration 
fee of $20 per person with 
catered lunch paid in advance 
by May 20, or $10/person 
at the door without lunch 
to come and visit.  For more 
information or to secure a 
registration form contact 
Joyce Dorsey, 281-782-8880.  
We sincerely hope to see you 
there.  Yay Purple, Yay Gold!! 
Pirates forever.

Joyce Dorsey

Granbury

RESPONSE TO A 
 BUS ACCIDENT

I am a retired school bus 
driver from GISD. Nine years 
retired, last year. In my nine 
years of driving Bus No. 14, I 
averaged at least seven cars 
and trucks running my reds 
every week when I was load-
ing and unloading students. 
We give plenty of warning, 
yellow flashers as we slow, 
then red flashers and RED 
FLASHING STOP SIGNS when 
we open the doors. They 
don’t seem to care.

How could this woman not 
have seen this was happen-
ing as she slammed full speed 
into the back of that bus on 
Wednesday afternoon? Was 
she texting? Distracted on her 
cell phone? Drinking? Asleep? 
Who knows, but the bottom 
line is nothing will change 
because of it. Many of the 

people who have moved here 
just don’t care. When I first 
came to Hood County in 1996 
it was a quiet place. Granbury 
was a small town with a beau-
tiful lake and pristine coun-
tryside. The politicians and 
developers have destroyed all 
that and now we are left with 
a quagmire of traffic and a 
severe shortage of infrastruc-
ture and law enforcement. 
Many more things like this 
will happen and the students 
and employees of GISD will 
pay the price. 

Michael Dugan

Granbury

A HEARTFELT  
THANK-YOU

On Saturday, May 6, the 
Joyce Carver Memorial 
Scholarship Committee, in 
partnership with the Texas 
Democratic Women of Hood 
County, hosted a fundraiser 
BBQ picnic at Hewlett Park. 
Besides the BBQ, we had a 
wine pull, dessert table, and 
silent auction. We want to 
thank everyone who helped 
organize, cook, serve, and in 
general donated their time to 
make it a success. 
Space limitations preclude us 
giving individual “shout-outs” 
to everyone, but some con-
tributors must be mentioned. 
First, we want to recognize 
the city of Granbury, Parks 
& Recreation Department, 
for making their beautiful 
park available to us. We also 
want to thank those organi-
zations and individuals that 
donated items for the BBQ 
and the other activities, in-
cluding Hoffbrau Steak and 
Grill House, Pam and Rickey 
Carver, Brooks Note Winery 
(among others), the Woods, 
the McPhersons, the anony-
mous donor who single-hand-
edly underwrote one of the 
scholarships, and the many 
others who contributed food-
stuffs, auction items, des-
serts, and most importantly, 
their time. Thank you. 
Turnout was wonderful, and 
the Joyce Carver Memorial 
Scholarship Committee 
raised enough money to fund 
three scholarships this year. 
Without the dedication and 
generosity of these sponsors 
and numerous volunteers it 
would not have been possible. 
Thanks to all, 
Joyce Carver Memorial 
Scholarship Committee 
Susan Wood, Patricia 
McPherson, Ralph Gomez, 
Charlie Stonick, and the rest 
of the committee members.

Charles Stonick

Granbury

GUIDELINES FOR 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

  Email letters to sam@
hcnews.com. Letters must 
include author’s first and last 
name, and home address. 
Specific address will not be 
published.

Writers are limited to one 
letter every 30 days.

Letters should be 500 
words or less. All letters are 
subject to editing. All sub-
missions to the Hood County 
News will become the proper-
ty of the Hood County News. 
Letters to the Editor will ap-
pear in the Saturday edition 
of the Hood County News.

Questions: Call 817-573-
7066 or contact Publisher 
Sam Houston.

CASACASA Every child deserves a Every child deserves a 

chance...it’s you!chance...it’s you!

Every day people making a difference

A CASA (Court Appoionted Special Advocate) 

is a trained community volunteer who is 

appointed by a judge to advocate for the 

best interests of an abused or neglected 

child.

New classes begin in May

Contact Justin Rossner Contact Justin Rossner 
at 682-936-4838

APPLY HERE!

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

, CFP®, AAMS™ 

6-month 4.45

1-year 4.60

4.353-month

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/09/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal 
and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to 
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose 
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all 
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by 
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

, CFP®, AAMS™ 

Taylor A. Mobly 
Financial Advisor

401 Temple Hall Hwy Ste3
Granbury, TX 76049
817-268-9137

Ty Andrew
Financial Advisor

716 E Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-0488

Chad C. Carroll, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

2007 Rockview Dr.
Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-6115

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

, CFP®, AAMS™ 

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

%

%

%

APY*
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APY*

, CFP®, AAMS™ 

6-month 5.10

1-year 5.10

5.053-month

Tolar Oaks holds opening weekend events after final plats approved by City

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TOLAR – The Tolar City 
Council unanimously ap-
proved final plats for two 
new developments at its reg-
ular meeting Monday night.

The final plats were for 
Tolar Oaks and The Parks of 
Tolar.

The Parks of Tolar, a 90-

home subdivision near FM 
56 and Parkview Circle, will 
provide the town its first 
public park. The developers 
have donated nearly seven 
acres to the city.

This weekend — Saturday 
and Sunday, May 20-21 — is 
opening weekend for Tolar 
Oaks, where there are 98 lots 
for sale.

Realtor Anita Ice said that 

those who wish to attend are 
welcome to bring a builder 
but that representatives of 
Flippin Construction and 
Custom Homes and Loving 
Homes and Construction will 
be on site, as will lenders and 
insurance representatives.

There will also be vendors 
and food trucks, she said.

Lot shopping will kick off 
at 9 a.m. Saturday and 10 

a.m. Sunday with no set end-
ing time. Ice said she will 
remain on site as long as 
necessary to accommodate 
those interested in building a 
home in the development.

“I’m super excited,” she 
told the Hood County News 
on Tuesday.

Tolar Oaks will have public 
utilities and trash pick-up 
as well as fiber-optic cable 

and highspeed internet, Ice 
stated.

Lot sizes vary. One lot in 
the development is an acre 
in size, and one is a half-acre, 
she said. Interior lots are .2 
acre and corner lots are .3 
acre.

Minimum build size is 
1,600 square feet, Ice stated.

If driving to Tolar from 
Granbury, Ice said to turn 

right on Oak Street by Tolar 
Church of Christ to find 
Tolar Oaks. Oak Street dead-
ends into the subdivision, 
she said.

“It is centrally located in 
downtown Tolar,” the realtor 
said of the development.

kcruz@hcnews.com |  
817-579-1886

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

hcnews.com/subscribe

817-573-7066

NEWS ON  

THE GO
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WE SELLSELL GRANBURY.COMCOM

R E A L  E S T A T ER E A L  E S T A T E

$1,500,000$1,500,000 $439,000$439,000

The Waterfront Experts

$519,000$519,000

600 Crestview Drive, Granbury600 Crestview Drive, Granbury 1107 Calinco Drive, Granbury1107 Calinco Drive, Granbury

517 Sterling Drive, Benbrook517 Sterling Drive, Benbrook

$949,900$949,900

1106 W. Iberian Court, Granbury1106 W. Iberian Court, Granbury

and The Authority on Real Estate.

Call the Experts Today. 

LARGE CUSTOM HOME W/ POOLLARGE CUSTOM HOME W/ POOL
in The Peninsulain The Peninsula

FAMILY HOME IN BENBROOKFAMILY HOME IN BENBROOK
W/ 4 Car Garage.W/ 4 Car Garage.

NEW LISTING ON GOLF COURSENEW LISTING ON GOLF COURSENEW MAINBODY LISTINGNEW MAINBODY LISTING

817-219-0456

KNIEPER REAL ESTATE

Homeowners have incredible equity to leverage right now

“Housing wealth (home eq-
uity or net worth) gains are 
built up through price appre-
ciation and by paying off the 
mortgage.”

The equity you build up 
over the years can be used 
to your advantage when you 
sell your current house and 
buy your next home. If you 

no longer have the space 
you need, it might be time 
to move into a larger home. 
Or it’s possible you have too 
much space and need some-
thing smaller. No matter the 
situation, your equity can 
be a powerful tool you can 
use to help you make a move 
in today’s market. That’s 
because it may be some (if 
not all) of what you need for 
your down payment on your 
next home.

And how much equity you 
have may surprise you. A 
recent survey from Realtor.
com finds many homeown-
ers today estimate they’ve 
built up a significant amount 
of equity: 74% of homeown-
ers today estimate that they 
have more than $100,000 in 
home equity, 20% estimate 
they have over $300,000 in 

home equity.
The latest data from 

CoreLogic helps solidify 
why homeowners are feel-
ing so good about the equity 
they’ve likely gained over 
time. As Selma Hepp, Chief 
Economist for CoreLogic, 
said: “While equity gains 
contracted in late 2022 due 
to home price declines in 
some regions, U.S. home-
owners on average still have 
about $270,000 in equity, 
nearly $90,000 more than 
they had at the onset of the 
pandemic.”

If you’re looking to lever-
age your equity to boost 
your buying power in today’s 
market, having a trusted 
agent by your side makes a 
difference. A real estate pro-
fessional can help you better 
understand the value of your 

home, so you’ll get a clearer 
picture of how much equity 
you are likely to have. As a 
recent article from Bankrate 
says: “Hiring a skilled real 
estate agent can give you a 
realistic estimate of home 
prices in your area and how 
to price your current home. 
Using that figure, you can 
calculate how much equity 
you have and what your net 
proceeds will look like, so 
you can apply that money to-
ward the down payment and 
closing costs of your new 
home.” 

Having a solid understand-
ing of your equity is key 
when it comes to making 
decisions about buying or 
selling your home. A skilled 
agent can help you navigate 
the often-complicated pro-
cess of selling your house 

and ensure the transaction 
goes smoothly.

Today, many homeowners 
are sitting on a substantial 
amount of equity, and you 
may be one of them. Let’s 
connect so we can estimate 
how much equity you have 
and plan how you can use it 
toward the purchase of your 
next home. As always should 
you have questions or com-
ments, please give us a call at 
817-219-0456 or visit us on-
line at www.WeSellGranbury.
com.

pamK@knieperteam.com | 
817-219-0456

E
ven though home prices have moderated 

over the last year, many homeowners still 

have an incredible amount of equity. But 

what is equity? In the simplest terms, eq-

uity is the difference between the market value of 

your home and the amount you owe on your mort-

gage. The National Association of Realtors (NAR) 

explains how your equity grows over time:

Pam Knieper, Broker/Owner of Knieper Real 
Estate, is and has been the #1 Top Producer 
for more than 15 years in Hood County and 
running. She is known as the Waterfront 
Expert and the Authority on Real Estate.

BY PAM KNIEPER

Portions of this article 
were sourced, with permis-
sion, from KeepingCurrent-
Matters.com.

TO SUBMIT 

CALENDAR  ITEMS

 Information should be sub-

mitted at least two weeks 

prior to the event for con-

sideration.  The Community 
Calendar is a free listing in the 
Hood County News to inform 
readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprofit 
events. The event should be 
open to the public and free to 
attend. Email the who, what, 
when and where. Include the 
meeting location and a street 
address for the location. The 
topic for the meeting, pro-
gram or guest speaker must 

be included. Email to calen-
dar@hcnews.com. Calendar 
information runs in chrono-
logical order as space is avail-
able. 

MAY
SATURDAY, MAY 20

STROLL ACROSS Texas. 
Please join us for the annual 
Stroll Across Texas at the 
Acton Cemetery located at 
3600 Fall Creek Highway on 
May 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
This family-friendly event 

will bring early Texas history 
to life with demonstrations 
and displays, interpreters and 
re-enactors, live music and 
live cannon fire. Stroll back in 
time to learn about various 
Texas historical events. Come 
and go as you please. Free to 
all.  www.texasheroesfounda-
tion.org 

BRAZOS RIVER Assembly 
Mother/Daughter High Tea 
on Saturday, May 20 from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Daughters ages 
11 to 21. The event will take 
place at 1700 Weatherford 
Highway in Granbury. RSVP 
to 817-219-1628

TUESDAY, MAY 23

MID CITIES Stamp Club-
Granbury Branch will present 
“My Collection”. This is where 
members present their per-
sonal collections on Tues-
day, May 23 at 7 p.m. at the 
Bentwater Activities Center 
located at 1800 Emerald Bend 
Court. For more information 
call 817-910-8174.

FRIDAY, MAY 26

HOOD COUNTY Hospital 
District Board of Directors will 
hold their regular meeting on 

Friday May 26 at noon. The 
meeting will be held in the 
Annex 1 Meeting Room locat-
ed at 200 Deputy Larry Miller 
Dr. For more information call 
817-579-3200

WATERVIEW MEET and 
Greet Car Show at Waterview 
Senior Living will take place 
on Friday, May 26, at 10:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The car show 
will be held at 100 & 101 Wa-
termark Blvd. For more infor-
mation call 817-573-9505 or 
email kmurillo@waterview-
life.com

JUNE
FRIDAY, JUNE 9

5TH ANNUAL ‘Shoot for a 
Cause’ Clay Shoot benefiting 
Forward Training Center of 
Hood County will take place 
on June 9 at at 8:30 a.m. at 
the Clay Sports Ranch in Fort 
Worth. To purchase tickets go 
to https://forwardtraining-
center.org/5th-annual-shoot-
for-a-cause-clay-shoot/

CALENDAR

OUR MISSION: The Hood County News shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that 
educates, enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.



Shipp is no stranger to GISD — 
previously serving as teacher and 
instructional specialist at Oak 
Woods School before spending the 

last three years as assistant prin-
cipal at Nettie Baccus Elementary 
School.

While working alongside Baccus 

Principal Julie Rohleder and other 
staff, Shipp was also instrumen-
tal in improving the campus’s ac-
countability rating last year.

In 2022, Baccus received a B (88) 
accountability rating from the 
Texas Education Agency — an im-
pressive jump from its F (57) rating 
in 2019. 

“When you come into a school 
that is in need for an accountabil-
ity change, it’s hard because you 
have to evaluate all your programs 
at the beginning, so we took it back 

to just the bare basics of what we 
needed, and then we pushed for-
ward from there,” Shipp explained. 
“I think the coolest part has been 
able to see not only the staff, but 
the kids reach goals that they never 
thought they could reach. We’re big 
here on student data, and kids be-
ing in charge of their own data and 
their own learning. Nobody wants 
to present bad data, so everybody 
works really hard to improve here.”

Shipp said her favorite part about 
being assistant principal at Baccus 

the last three years has been being 
part of a family that leans on each 
other. 

“We work hard together, and we 
play hard together,” she said. “Just 
seeing the growth that we’ve been 
able to make over the last several 
years together as a campus is not 
because of the leadership neces-
sarily — it’s because of all of us, 
because we all came together and 
said, ‘We’re going to do what’s best 

BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

A
familiar face will be joining the STEAM Academy 

at Mambrino campus starting this summer. 

The Granbury Independent School District 

school board named Melissa Shipp as the next 

Mambrino principal during its monthly meeting on May 15.

ASHLEY INGE | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Melissa Shipp has been the assistant principal at Nettie Baccus Elementary School for the past three years. She said being able to get the campus back on track from an F to a B accountability rating is all because 
of the staff who came together and decided they were going to do “what’s best for kids.”
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A ‘LIFER’ IN EDUCATION

GISD program to provide free meals for all students beginning in fall

GISD board approves dual credit partnership with Tarrant County College

GISD board names Baccus’s Melissa Shipp as new Mambrino principal

BY ASHLEY INGE 

Staff Writer

A new district program will soon 
provide every student at Granbury 
Independent School District with 
free breakfast and lunch — a pro-
gram comparable to the COVID-era 
free lunch waiver that expired in 
June 2022. 

The GISD board of trustees ap-
proved the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Community Eligibility 
Provision (CEP) program for the 
2023-24 academic year during 
Monday’s school board meeting. 

The Community Eligibility 
Provision (CEP) is a non-pricing 
meal service option for schools 
and school districts in low-income 
areas. CEP allows the nation’s high-
est poverty schools and districts 
to serve breakfast and lunch at 
no cost to all enrolled students 
without collecting household ap-
plications, according to the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
website.

“CEP, it is a special program that 

school districts can do if they’re al-
ready operating under the National 
School and School Breakfast 
Program,” said GISD’s Director of 

Child Nutrition Amy Whiteley dur-
ing the board meeting. “There’s a 
formula that goes with it that al-
lows us to be able to feed our stu-

dents breakfast and lunch for free 
for the entire year. It’s one of those 
programs that was created several 
years ago, and districts that qualify 
for it, they have to be within a cer-
tain percentage of economically 
disadvantaged to be able to operate 
under that program — and we do 
qualify for that.” 

GISD Superintendent Jeremy 
Glenn explained that every year, 
the district’s economically disad-
vantaged population increases. 

“During COVID, from a federal 
level, lunches became free. They 
were taken care of for all students, 
so this would allow us to opt into 
essentially a similar type of pro-
gram,” he said. “However, I do cau-
tion that it does come with a small 
amount of risk. If our economi-
cally disadvantaged population 
begins to fall, there is the possibil-
ity we would be on the hook for 
those who do not qualify for the 
program.” 

The program operates on a four-
year qualification cycle, mean-
ing once a district qualifies, it will 

qualify for the program for the next 
four years. 

Whiteley added though that GISD 
can still opt out of the program at 
the end of any year if desired.

Although parents wouldn’t have 
to fill out the free and reduced-
price lunch form this year, every 
household will still have to com-
plete the socioeconomic informa-
tion form.

“It has pretty much the exact 
same information and questions 
on it as it does for the free and re-
duced application,” Whiteley said. 

Barabara Herrington, GISD school 
board president, commented that 
increased student participation in 
the CEP program is a “pro.” 

“Especially on the secondary 
level, there’s a lot of lunch sham-
ing for the kids that qualify,” she 
said. “They should qualify, but they 
don’t because they don’t want any-
body to know that they’re economi-
cally disadvantaged.”

Granbury resident Jennifer 
Kochis spoke about the CEP pro-

SCREENSHOT OF MAY GRANBURY ISD SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

GISD Director of Child Nutrition Amy Whiteley speaks during the May 15 
Granbury ISD school board meeting regarding the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program.

BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

Granbury Independent School 
District will soon have a new col-
lege partner for dual credit classes 
that will potentially offer students 
more courses and will also be a less 
expensive option overall for Hood 
County parents.

A unanimous decision was made 
during Monday night’s school 
board meeting to dissolve the cur-
rent dual credit agreement with 

Weatherford College and to ap-
prove a dual credit partnership 
with Tarrant County College. 

“Six weeks ago, we were noti-
fied by Weatherford College that 
the price for a three-hour course 
was going up to $456,” Assistant 
Superintendent Jimmy Dawson 
said during the meeting. “So, Mr. 
(Todd) Gibson, Mr. (Jeremy) Ross 
and myself did an informal evalu-
ation and investigation just to see 
what other school districts were 
doing and who they were using.”

The three met via Zoom with 
administrators from McMurry 
Dual Credit Academy, Hill College, 
Tarrant County College, and Cisco 
Community College.

“McMurry Dual Credit Academy 
was $200 for a three-hour course, 
Tarrant County was $192, Hill 
College was $363, and Cisco 
Community College was $210,” 
Dawson said. “That really spurred 
us to say ‘Wow, the same services 
for a much less price,’ and we want 
to be fiscally responsible for our 

families.”
A review panel consisting of a 

parent and three dual credit teach-
ers — Jana Reid, Jacqui Bradshaw, 
and Cindy Leatherman — was 
formed to discuss the various dual 
credit options. 

“We learned a lot through the 
process,” Dawson said. “We delib-
erated several times, both through 
face-to-face and then through an 
email system and we came up with 
pros and cons.” 

The pros with Tarrant County 

College, he said, included a once-a-
month department chair meeting 
and an assigned liaison to assist 
with questions. 

“They (TCC) offer the highest 
compensation for the teachers, 
and they have the lowest price per 
course for our students and fami-
lies,” Dawson explained. “They do 
provide an online tutorial opportu-
nity for our students, they provide 
a TSI exam online, and they have 

PLEASE SEE SHIPP | B2

PLEASE SEE MEALS | B2

PLEASE SEE CREDIT | B2
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COURTESY PHOTO

The Auxiliary of Lake Granbury Medical Center celebrated its 50th anniversary during the May meeting. Lynn Price was installed as the first president on May 7, 1973. The early volunteers earned money by 
hosting bake sales, etc. We now have our Gift Shop located in the main hospital. There are currently 50 volunteers, who bring a multitude of talents to the organization. Our volunteers are retired teachers, 
engineers, bankers, nurses, and military, to name a few. They staff 12 different stations within the hospital complex and work an average of 1,100 hours a month. The auxiliary, aside from helping at the hospital, 
has donated to various community organizations. They gift $12,000 a year in scholarships from the proceeds of the Gift Shop. These volunteers are the best of the best.

AUXILIARY OF LAKE GRANBURY MEDICAL CENTER CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

for kids.’ The most exciting thing is 
seeing the growth on this campus, 
and then seeing the change in our 
culture on campus with our teach-
ers, students, and staff; it’s a big 
family.” 

Originally from the Dallas area, 
Shipp grew up in Garland, where 
she attended Naaman Forrest High 
School.

She attended Texas Wesleyan 
University in Fort Worth and ob-
tained her education degree in 
2002.

The first year that she taught at 
Fort Worth ISD, Shipp met her now-
husband, Scott. 

“He has been there from day 
one,” she said. “I met him in the 
middle of my first year. After my 
award ceremony my first year, he 
went and bought a ring and pro-
posed and said, ‘If she can love 
these kids, and stand there and talk 
about those kids, then she can talk 
about my kids.’ We’ve been togeth-
er ever since.” 

Shipp spent four years teach-
ing fifth grade at Carroll Peak 
Elementary and two years at 
Leonard 6th Grade Center in Fort 
Worth before starting at Granbury 
ISD in 2008.

“I taught fourth grade for one 
year and third grade for seven 
years at Oak Woods, and I was self-
contained,” she explained. “Then, 
I came to Baccus actually, as the 
instructional specialist, and I was 
here for two years. I worked under 
Mr. (Robert) Herrera, who was the 
principal at the time. I went back to 
Oak Woods to go back to the class-
room to teach fourth grade writing. 
It was something I had never done, 
so it was a new adventure for me. I 
was also a part time instructional 
specialist, so I did a dual role for 
a year, and then I became the full-
time instructional specialist there.” 

Shipp came back to Baccus in 

2020, where she assumed the role 
of assistant principal alongside 
Rohleder — a position that fueled 
her desire to eventually become 
principal. 

“I knew whenever I started in-
terviewing for assistant principal 
jobs that ultimately I wanted to go 
to a principalship,” she explained. 
“But you have to learn and I learned 
a long time ago from a mentor, 
‘Don’t skip any steps — really sit in 
each job role all the way up, so that 
you learn it really well,’ and that 
way you can do a really good job 
when you are at the top because 
you’ve done everything below. I 
haven’t been in a hurry. I’ve loved 
all three years at Baccus and grow-

ing with Julie. She has spent a lot of 
time mentoring me one-on-one and 
pouring into me to prepare me for 
this, as well as district admin. They 
have done a really good job of guid-
ing me towards that decision and 
helping me to see that I am ready to 
take that next step.” 

She said the biggest change in 
transitioning from a teacher to a 
principal position is the number of 
children that you impact daily. 

“When you’re a teacher, you’re in-
fluencing one or maybe two classes 
depending on what grade you 
teach, so maybe 20 to 60 kids de-
pending on your age range,” Shipp 
explained. “Taking a step out of the 
classroom was hard for me because 

I love the classroom. I love building 
relationships with kids but getting 
to build a relationship with 400-
plus kids instead of just 20 kids (is 
amazing). The biggest difference is 
just being able to impact more kids 
— and that’s one thing I’m super 
excited about with Mambrino. It is 
one of the largest elementaries in 
our district, and I’m excited to be 
able to influence even more kids.” 

She said her husband, Scott, has 
been her biggest supporter — help-
ing to shuttle their twin 16-year-
olds — Addison and Cooper — 
while she pursues her dream job of 
becoming principal. 

“He will tell you he’s the proud-
est husband ever,” she said. “He 

likes to be in support of all this 
and he knows that this is definitely 
a calling and a mission for me. I 
love kids and I love spending time 
with them every day. I’m a lifer in 
education.” 

Shipp said her goal as princi-
pal for Mambrino is to keep the 
school’s accountability rating at an 
A — but more than anything, she 
wants Mambrino to become her 
family.

“It’s going to be my home away 
from home, so we’re going to do 
what’s best for kids every single 
day,” she said. “I’m excited to jump 
in, get to know them, and take 
them to that next level — to really 
get them to the top where they 
want to be.” 

Granbury ISD Superintendent 
Jeremy Glenn also expressed his 
support for Shipp during Monday’s 
school board meeting.

“Baccus has had a huge turn-
around over the last few years and 
just a lot of support,” Glenn said. 
“We’re looking forward to great 
things from you, Mrs. Shipp. You’ve 
been in the district a long time. 
You’ve earned this opportunity, 
and we’re looking forward to great 
things for our students and teach-
ers on that campus.” 

Shipp will officially become the 
new principal at Mambrino on July 
10.

“I’m sad to leave Baccus because 
this is my family and I love it here,” 
she added. “I love the teachers and 
the students here. I’m going to miss 
them dearly, but I am excited about 
the new challenge and getting to 
step out on my own and lead a 
campus. I will always and forever 
be their biggest cheerleader from 
across the lake, and I hope that 
they will do the same for me. I’m 
excited to see where we go.”

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243
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Melissa Shipp, assistant principal at Nettie Baccus Elementary School, was named the next principal of STEAM Academy at 
Mambrino during Granbury ISD’s school board meeting on May 15. 

gram at the meeting during the 
citizens comments portion of the 
agenda.

“Back in October of this year, I 
was kind of noticing something 
was going on,” she said. “I have al-
ways packed extra lunches with all 
of my kids from day one, and this 
year was a little different because 
there wasn’t ever enough food.” 

Kochis said when she was a child, 
she always depended on meals at 

school, and that’s why she always 
packed extra meals for her kids be-
cause “you never know who’s in a 
situation where their parents may 
not have enough money in that 
week.”  

She said by working with 
Granbury High School Principal 
Jeremy Ross, they were able to 
learn and obtain helpful informa-
tion regarding the best way to help 
students.

“We realized that we were in the 
midst of a perfect storm,” Kochis 
said. “We had inflation going on. 
We had a lot of parents that have 

not recovered from COVID from 
their jobs. We had just lost our 
funding for free breakfast and 
lunches from COVID, and we real-
ized that our kids were hungry. 
We put in place what we could, 
but there were so many kids that 
just didn’t qualify, or they were 
ashamed and embarrassed to say 
anything. I’m looking forward to 
the CEP child nutrition program to 
get passed, so that way I know that 
my work this year is done, and that 
next year our kids can go to school 
and have a meal waiting for them.” 

Barabara Townsend, GISD school 

board vice president, said she was 
able to obtain information regard-
ing meals served in the district 
from academic years 2021-22 and 
2022-23 — and the results, she 
said, were “telling.” 

“At the high school, when 
(lunch) was free, we had 135,821 
meals that were served, and when 
that went away, it went down to 
63,561,” she said. “Fifty-three 
percent of our kids were no lon-
ger getting lunch, and that is the 
reason why I think this program 
is so needed just from the situa-
tion we’re in. When I looked at the 

elementary schools, it wasn’t that 
different, but it was up at the high 
school where it really made a dif-
ference, so I think that meal sham-
ing — if you want to call it that — is 
real and I’m excited about this pro-
gram being put in.” 

The GISD school board voted 
unanimously to approve the CEP 
program and it will start at the be-
ginning of next semester. 

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243
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online support to become Core 
Complete. There’s just more op-
portunities for students through 
Tarrant County College.” 

He said one specific question 
had already been asked regarding 
whether Tarrant County College 
would offer GISD the same dual 
credit courses as Weatherford 
College does currently. 

The short answer to that ques-
tion, he said, is yes. 

“We’ll get the same courses, but 
the other option on that is pos-

sibly a lot more offerings,” he 
said. “Note, this is just the aca-
demic side. We’ll continue with the 
technical side with Weatherford 
College at this time but knowing 
that there’s a lot to offer through 
Tarrant County College through 
the technical side as well.” 

Dawson said it is his recommen-
dation that the district provides 
a 30-day notice to Weatherford 
College notifying them of their in-
tent to terminate the current mem-
orandum of understanding (MOU). 

He also recommended that 
the school board provide GISD 
Superintendent Jeremy Glenn with 

the authority to execute an agree-
ment with Tarrant County College 
for dual credit academic courses 
through Granbury High School.

“It’s a passion of mine,” Glenn 
said of dual credit during the 
board meeting. “AP is great. We 
have a lot of great course offer-
ings through CTE, but when we 
talk about dual credit, we’re talking 
about kids. They’re going to leave 
us and they’re going to go pursue 
that four-year degree, and research 
shows that if a student takes 23 
hours of dual credit coursework, 
they’re 50% more likely to get their 
four-year degree.”

Glenn added that he’s talked 
with students who attended Texas 
Christian University, Texas Tech 
University, and Baylor University, 
and they all said they were overly 
prepared for college, thanks to the 
dual credit courses they took in 
high school. 

“In addition to that, when we 
talked about kids that are Core 
Complete, you’re talking about the 
opportunity to knock off a full year 
of college for students,” Glenn said. 
“At Texas A&M, that’s $25,000 to 
$30,000, and so being able to take 
10 classes — which is 30 hours 
at $192 a class — you’re talking 

about less than a $2,000 invest-
ment in something that is essen-
tially a $25,000 return or more. I 
feel like this is a good opportunity 
to switch. 

“Weatherford College has been a 
tremendous partner, but now it’s 
just about value for our students. 
At the price point we were original-
ly given, which was over $450 for a 
class, it was just turning kids away; 
parents couldn’t afford that, so this 
brings it back to something that’s 
more affordable.” 

ashley@hcnews.com |  
817-573-1243
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736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury

817-573-5321

wagonyard.com 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118

817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

“While opening our arms to all 
creatures, we strive to practice 
exceptional medicine and care.”
Dr. Carmine Esposito, DVM, PharmD

5700 E. US Hwy 377 | Granbury

817-326-6262

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS

(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 

Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not learn on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury

817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408

www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 

John and PJ Gibbs

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury

www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches 
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

Auto Repair & Lube Center

• Alignments
• Oil Change
• State Inspection
• Routine Maintenance
• Auto Repairs
• A/C Repair

621 West Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 79048

817-573-0202

Family Owned 

& Operated

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311

WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM
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E Serving 

Hood County 
Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

APPLIANCES
• Refrigerators
• Washer/Dryer
• Dishwasher
• Cooktops
• Ranges
• Wall Ovens

FLOORING
• Tile

• Wood Look Tile
• Wood

• Vinyl Plank
• Carpet

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches  
and a verse for inspiration.

ANGLICAN

Good Shepherd Anglican 
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2035

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Crossing Place 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
214-930-7339

Elm Grove Assembly Of God 
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar 
254-835-4755

Faith Assembly Of God 
300 Granbury Court 
817-326-2270

First Assembly Of God 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-1581

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist 
3500 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4693

Allison Baptist 
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan 
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist 
4804 E. Hwy. 377 
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist 
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy. 
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist 
1840 Acton Hwy. 
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist 
5041 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City 
Hwy. 56 
254-965-3840

First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-613-2322

First Baptist 
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan 
254-646-2484

First Baptist Thorp Springs 
2815 Lipan Hwy. 
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist 
201 West Gibbs Blvd., 
Glen Rose 
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist 
1200 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-4943

Granbury First Baptist 
1851 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-7137

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa 
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist 
500 W. Bluebonnet 
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist 
1625 Mambrino Hwy. 
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist 
4501 Peppertree Rd. 
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist 
1844 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist 
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan 
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist 
7178 Fall Creek Hwy. 
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist 
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow 
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist 
910 Paluxy Rd. 
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist 
820 Paluxy Rd. 
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist 
400 Tolar Hwy. 
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist 
320 W. Pearl St. 
817-573-5318

Waples Baptist 
1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 
817-579-0509

Western Hills Baptist 
507 Western Hills Trail 
817-573-7588

BIBLE

Grace Bible 
201 E. Clifton Rd. 
682-498-3014

CATHOLIC

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
2301 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian 
3314 S. Clifton 
817-573-0107

First Christian 
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church 
5904 Walnut Creek Circle 
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian 
608 Shady Grove Dr. 
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of Christ 
310 W. Pearl St. 
 817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ 
1905 W. Pearl 
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ 
112 N Caddo St., Lipan 
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ 
4219 Old Granbury Rd. 
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of Christ 
3006 Thorp St. 
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ 
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God 
1106 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal 
4530 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah’s Witnesses 
3734 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca 
2301 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2201

Our Savior Lutheran 
1400 N. Meadows Dr. 
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton United Methodist 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4242

Anchoor Fellowship 
3200 Acton School Rd. 
512-940-2991

Cresson United Methodist  
110 South Crook St., Cresson 
469-730-6496

Granbury First United 
Methodist 
301 Loop 567, 
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global  
Methodist Church 
201 E. Pearl St. Suite C207 
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United Methodist 
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385

Tolar United Methodist 
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4005

Waples United Methodist 
4323 Waples Rd. 
817-573-9076

MORMON

The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints 
1226 Ross Lane 
817-573-6825

NAZARENE

Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene 
921 Lipan Dr. 
817-573-4041

PENTECOSTAL

Hood Pentecostal 
3100 Beechwood St., 
817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury 
4800 Glen Rose Hwy 
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian 
303 W. Bridge St. 
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist 
2016 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-3573

OTHER

Bear Creek Community 
18553 South Hwy. 377, 
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries 
1950 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-0968

Calvary Family 
3306 Oak Trail Dr. 
314-606-1211

Center Point 
4332 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society 
528 N. Crockett 
817-573-0457

Church On Thistle Ridge 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
917-326-5501

Crossroads 
200 S. Crook St., Cresson 
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County 
2401 Cedar Crest Dr., 
817-579-9332

Generations Church Of 
Granbury 
5718 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-326-5378

Hope Community 
3206 W. Hwy. 377 
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy 
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan 
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries 
3755 Acton Hwy. 
817-910-8777

Pure Praise 
2901 Glen Rose Hwy. 
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel 
6101 Rock Church Hwy 
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission Of 
Granbury 
5031 Bandy Rd. 
817-573-2669

Stonewater 
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-579-9175

The Bridge 
1107 Weatherford Hwy 
254-522-5330

The Heights 
1921 Acton Hwy 
817-558-2121

The Sanctuary 
4400 Daugherty Ct. 
817-326-2709

Triple Cross Cowboy 
3470 Lipan Hwy 
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 
This Devotional & Directory  

is made possible by these businesses  
who encourage all of us to attend  

worship services.

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Caring, It's what
we do best! ❤

174 Bed Facility
Private Rehab suites
22 Bed Secure hall
Skilled Nursing 

 Rehabilitation Services 
Long Term Care

 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

To schedule a tour, call
 

(817) 573-3726

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

Granbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, 
I am the one who helps you.’”

Isaiah 41:13

CALL TODAY TO 

ADVERTISE ON THE 

HOOD COUNTY NEWS 

CHURCH PAGE

817-573-7066

YOUR AD 

COULD BE HERE
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Checking the trolling mo-
tor batteries/charger before 
you head out is possible if 
your charger indicates OK, 
but even then you may not 
know for sure. Pulling out 
the voltmeter may be an op-
tion, but a battery that is not 
fully charged or an old bat-
tery may look good before 
you head out but may die 
prematurely. Best policy is 
to check them periodically, 
so you know the general 
condition.

A small load bank tester 
and a voltmeter can be your 
friend. The load bank puts 
the battery on a load that will 
tell you its ability to perform 
under load. Make sure you 
fully charge the battery be-
fore you use the load bank 
tester so that you get a valid 
test. 

Checking the output of the 
charger with a voltmeter will 
let you know if the charger 
is working. If you have 13 
to 15 volts on charge, the 
charger is working. If you 
have a multi-bank charger all 
banks should be putting out 
relatively equal voltages dur-
ing charging. If you have one 
that is lower, you may have a 

battery issue on that bank.
The on-board charger will 

and can fail on occasion. 
Usually one bank will fail, 
but I have lost all three banks 
on one occasion. Sometimes 
a fuse replacement will solve 
the issue and sometimes not. 
A spare charger can come 
in handy when this occurs 
until you can get it repaired 
or replaced. I actually have 
a spare three-bank charger 
just in case. Having a spare 
battery may also be a con-
sideration as sometimes you 
need that battery immediate-
ly. I have two boats with nine 
batteries, not to mention 
vehicles and other equip-
ment, so having a spare may 
be prudent. 

The newer marine chargers 
are made for different styles 
of batteries like lead-acid/
deep cycle and Lithium so 
if you do have to buy a new 
charger that should be a con-
sideration. If you decide to 
go the newer style Lithium 
battery make sure you have 
one that can do either. The 
lithium batteries have differ-
ent voltage requirements for 
proper charging. 

There are a variety of bat-

tery chargers on the market 
and most will charge your 
batteries. Most chargers 
come with some kind of in-
strumentation that gives you 
some indication of the bat-
tery or the charger. There are 
also remote battery charger 
status panels that can be 
mounted on your dashboard 
for easy viewing. 

One thing to check periodi-
cally on batteries includes 
water levels, and poor/loose 
or dirty connections on the 
battery. For those batteries 
that require water, remem-
ber to only add water to 
the upper level after you 
fully charge your batteries. 
During charging, water levels 
will rise in the battery and 
you don’t want an acid spill. 
The only time you should 
add water before charging is 

if the water level had fallen 
below the top of the inter-
nal plates. In this case, add 
enough water to cover the 
plates but do not fill to the 
upper level until after the re-
charge is complete.

Many of the newer battery 
chargers are safe to leave 
connected as they will go to 
a safe trickle charge. Some of 
the older chargers can over 
charge and potentially boil 
the water and life out of a 
lead acid battery. 

One more thing, if you 
are plugged in to an out-
door receptacle that is GFI 
protected, the breaker may 
trip during a storm or rain. 
You don’t want to find out 
that your batteries did not 
charge when you wake up to 
go fishing. 

HOOD COUNTY  

FISHING REPORT

Lake Granbury water levels 
continue to be about 2 feet 
low. We did not get suffi-
cient run-off from the recent 
rains. Despite the lake level, 
fishing is excellent. Water 
temperatures are in the 70s 
and rising. Striped bass to 
15 pounds is possible on live 
bait on the lower ends. Sand 
bass action is fair to good on 
slabs from Indian Harbor to 
the DeCordova subdivision. 
Largemouth bass are good 
on variety of baits worked 
near main lake points and 
creek entrances. Crankbaits, 
spinner baits and soft plas-
tics will all put black bass in 
the boat. Large yellow and 
blue catfish continue to be 
caught on cut bait from the 

377 bridge north to Hunter 
Park. Crappie action is good 
on submerged timber and 
deeper docks on small jigs/
minnows. 

Other reservoirs in the 
vicinity are reporting great 
fishing. Lake Whitney striped 
bass limits continue to be 
the norm and are best on 
live shiners and shad. Lake 
Proctor catfish, hybrids and 
crappies are reported as 
excellent. Possum Kingdom 
striped bass continue to be 
good on live bait fished on 
the lower ends. Benbrook 
crappie fishing is reported as 
excellent as well.

michael.acosta@att.net | 
254-396-4855

COURTESY PHOTO

Don’t let battery woes ruin your fishing trip.

Veranada • Xpress • Nautic Star • Crownline

YOUR AD  
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CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE ON 

THE HOOD COUNTY NEWS SCENE  

OR ACTIVITIES PAGES

817-573-7066

HOOD OUTDOORS

Be prepared: Don’t risk disappointment stemming from battery woes

I
f you have batteries and chargers, sooner or 

later they will either get old or fail. The time 

to find out is not on the water, but many 

times the trolling motor battery or the char-

ger has an issue and you do find out when you are 

on the water. On the cranking battery you can turn 

the key before you head out to make sure that 

battery is OK, but the trolling motor batteries or 

the charger not functioning may not be as easy to 

catch before you head out. 

As a licensed professional fishing guide, 
Michael Acosta shows you how to find 
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35 
years, he has been fishing all of his life, and 
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

BOOK REVIEW

‘Turnaround Time’  
weaves warm tale of a 
man, his life, and his job
BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

S
eat backs up, tray ta-
bles in locked position.

You know the drill: 
wrestle your roll-on, 

carry-on, a jacket, phone 
and a book, fast-walk like 
an Olympian down a hall-
way, and pass through a 
hobbit-sized door. Heave 
one bag up and one down 
before plopping yourself 
into a minuscule seat, ready 
to go. In “Turnaround Time” 
by Oscar Munoz (with Brian 
DeSplinter), you’ll see behind 
the departure gate for that 
flight you’re taking.

If you didn’t know the 
whole story, you’d think that 
37 was Oscar Munoz’s cosmic 
number. Thirty-seven days 
after becoming CEO of United 

“Turnaround Time: Uniting an 
Airline and its Employees in the 
Friendly Skies” by Oscar Munoz 
with Brian DeSplinter C.2023, 
HARPER BUSINESS, $32.00, 220 PAGESPLEASE SEE BOOK | B5

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured is “Turnaround Time: 
Uniting an Airline and its 
Employees in the Friendly Skies” 
author Oscar Munoz
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Kirkpatrick matched her 
career-best high jump, clear-
ing 5 feet, 6 inches. It earned 
her a silver medal and spot 
in the GHS history books.

It is believed to be the best 
performance ever by any 
Granbury athlete at the state 
meet. Not since Madison 
Northcutt won a bronze 
medal in the pole vault in 
2010 have Lady Pirate fans 
been this excited about a 
track and field athlete.

And Kirkpatrick did not 
disappoint. She did not fin-
ish lower than second in any 
competition this season.

In fact, she was second at 
the Azle Relays on Feb. 23 
with a jump of 5-2. She then 
won six consecutive meets 
before her runner-up finish 
at state.

“The legacy that Kassidy 
is leaving is a huge one,” 
Shahan said. “She has gone 
out there and shown that 
you can do amazing things 

while being a multi-sport 
athlete. She has also shown 
our track kids that you can 
compete in multiple events 
and that is what we love to 
see as coaches.”

Kirkpatrick is also a talent-
ed long jumper and sprinter. 
She qualified for the regional 
meet in the long jump with 
a career-best leap of 18-6.25 
at the area meet and ran a 
leg of the area-qualifying 
400-meter relay.

Oh, and she’s a pretty 
danged good volleyball 
player. She was named First 
Team All-District 5-5A.

After her performance at 
state, Kirkpatrick gave praise 
and credit to Shahan, say-
ing, “Coach Shahan believed 
I could be a high jumper 
freshman year and has not 
only formed me into the 
person I’ve always wanted to 
be, but has stood by my side 
through all the losses and 
wins.”

Kirkpatrick now turns her 
attention to college. She will 
compete for Tarleton State 
University and major in 
psychology.

And yes, along with being 
multi-talented, she is also 
very smart.

“She has done a great job 
of leading her volleyball and 
track team for four years, 
all while maintaining a 4.3 
GPA,” Shahan said.

FRESHMAN’S PERFORMANCE 

BRINGS OPTIMISM

While Kirkpatrick is leav-
ing a mighty legacy at GHS, 
another athlete is hoping 
he is just starting. Without 
question, the first phase 
went well as freshman Miller 
Schenewark reached the 
state meet in the high jump, 
finishing seventh.

Schenewark’s final per-
formance resulted in him 
matching his career-best 
jump, clearing 6-6.

Schenewark’s first season 
at the high school level re-
sulted in him winning both 
district and area champion-
ships. He then finished third 
at regionals and earned a 
state berth as a wild card.

“It was a big stage and he 
competed well, great ex-
perience for him that will 
help him moving forward,” 
Pirates track coach Jody 
Brown said. “Very proud of 
his efforts — and remember, 
he’s just a freshman.”

Airlines, he’d finished up a 
run near his Chicago home 
when he began to feel ill. He 
called 911 when he realized 
he was having a heart attack. 
Thirty-seven minutes later, 
he was connected to life 
support. 

In America, he says, some-
one dies of cardiac arrest ev-
ery 37 seconds.

Prior to his health scare, 
Munoz had been on a whirl-
wind trip back and forth 
across the country on a 
fact-finding journey for his 
new position. At that time, 
United Airlines had a lot to 
fix; it was nobody’s preferred 
airline and complaints were 
sky-high. Fortunately, before 
he fell ill, Munoz had hired 
many talented people who 
took over while he was re-
cuperating, and until he was 
ready to work again.

The way to turn a company 

around, he said, is to “Listen, 
learn, and only then lead” 
your employees. Listen – not 
just to their phone calls and 
emails, but visit them in their 
own spaces. Strive to pull 
everyone together as a team 
and always follow through, 
which shows that you’re 
paying attention. Ask for 
employee feedback in all cor-
ners of your business.

If there are problems, let 
customers vent, and heed 
their concerns. Know your 
own “knowledge of contri-
bution.” And remember that 
“Trust is a commodity that 
resists an easy valuation. 
But when you need it, it’s 
priceless.”

There are two rath-
er distinct ways to see 
“Turnaround Time.” It’s 
either a personal biography 
with a business flair, or it’s 
the biography of a business 
with a personal touch. Either 
way, it’s an enjoyable read.

From the dusty roads of ru-
ral Mexico to the pinnacle of 

an international airline, au-
thors Munoz and DeSplinter 
offer readers a true boot-
straps kind of tale that pays 
homage to Munoz’ family 
and the opportunities they 
gave him. Munoz’ stories of 
his grandmother are particu-
larly sweet, and readers will 
wish there were more; pas-
sages about his recovery are 
likewise harrowing, and feel 
like a medical thriller. These 
tales, and those of the airline 
and its revival, flow back 
and forth so smoothly you 
might forget, at its basis, that 
this is a business book. If 
you doubt that, look for the 
advice that’s embedded and 
randomly scattered. 

Readers wanting juicy tell-
all flight stories will be disap-
pointed, just so you know. 
This isn’t that kind of book; 
instead, it’s a warm tale of 
a man, his life, and his job. 
If that sounds like the per-
fect airport read, then find 
“Turnaround Time” and lock 
it up.

BOOK
FROM PAGE B4

Kirkpatrick won a medal and left a legacy

PHOTO COURTESY OF DESIREE SHAHAN

Kassidy Kirkpatrick, who will be competing for Tarleton State University next season, finished second 
in the high jump at the Class 5A State Track and Field Meet, leaving a legacy as one of the best athletes 
ever to come through Granbury High School.

BY RICK MAUCH

Special to the Hood County News

F
our years ago, Kassidy Kirkpatrick took a 

leap of faith.

Or perhaps it might be better termed a 

jump of faith.

At the encouragement of Granbury High School 

jumps coach Desiree Shahan, Kirkpatrick, a fresh-

man, decided to focus on the high jump as her 

specialty. That decision was capped at the Class 

5A State Track and Field Meet in Austin on May 12.

STAY CONNECTED AT 
HCNEWS.COM

BRIDGE STREET HISTORY CENTER

The mysterious Phoebe Walters
BY ROGER ENLOW

T
here wasn’t much 
for snot-nose kids 
to do in the form 
of paid entertain-

ment in Granbury, Texas 
in the mid-1960s. In the 
wintertime there was the 
Palace Theatre on the south 
side of the square where we 
huddled and watched John 
Wayne, James Bond and 
Dracula while slurping icy 
Dr Peppers and devouring 
Milk Duds. In the summer-
time the movies would shift 
a few blocks west to the 
Brazos Drive-In where we 
sat quietly under the stars 
unless we were being jerks 
and jumping around and 
giving the manager Old Man 
Poor fits.

Another form of enter-
tainment existed in pre-Lake 
Granbury days: Phoebe, the 
fortune teller.

Phoebe Walters was an 
old, tiny Black lady who 
lived in a small clapboard 
house on Travis Street, just 
north of the present-day 
library. To tell the truth, we 
were about half-scared of 
her. We had no reason to 
be, other than the fact she 
was Black, which made her a 

little mysterious in the eyes 
of a naive 11-year-old.

But there we were, getting 
up the nerve to approach 

her house one night and 
stand shaking on her door-

COURTESY PHOTOS

Pictured is Pheobe Walters.

PLEASE SEE HISTORY | B7
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Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!

	 	 	 			●		NO	second	visit
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	get	numbed	multiple	times
	 	 	 			●		NO	goopy	impressions	(it’s	all	done	digitally)
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	wear	temporary	crowns	for	weeks	and	weeks

CONTACT	US	TODAY	TO	LEARN	ABOUT	OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr.	Alexander	Smith	|	Dr.	Katrina	Fisher

310	W.	Bluff	St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com

Friday, 19 May 2023 - Thursday, 25 May 2023

Book Club: The Next Chapter (PG13)
Fri: 1:30PM, 4:05PM, 6:40PM, 9:15PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 2:45PM, 5:20PM, 7:55PM.
Sun: 10:00AM, 12:35PM, 3:10PM, 5:45PM, 8:20PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 1:00PM, 3:35PM, 6:10PM, 8:45PM.
Thurs: 1:15PM, 3:50PM, 6:25PM, 9:00PM

Fast X (PG13)
Fri: 1:00PM, 2:00PM, 4:05PM, 5:05PM, 7:10PM, 8:15PM, 
10:10PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 12:00PM, 1:00PM, 3:05PM, 4:05PM, 6:10PM, 
7:10PM,
9:20PM, 10:15PM.
Sun: 10:00AM, 10:50AM, 1:00PM, 1:55PM, 4:05PM, 5:00PM, 
7:10PM,
8:15PM.
Mon: 1:00PM, 2:00PM, 4:05PM, 5:10PM, 7:10PM, 8:10PM.
Tues, Wed: 1:00PM, 2:00PM, 4:05PM, 5:05PM, 7:10PM, 
8:10PM.
Thurs: 1:20PM, 4:15PM, 7:10PM, 10:05PM

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 (PG13)
Fri: 1:00PM, 2:45PM, 4:15PM, 6:00PM, 7:30PM, 9:15PM.
Sat: 11:00AM, 2:15PM, 3:45PM, 5:30PM, 7:00PM, 8:45PM.
Sun: 10:30AM, 12:25PM, 1:45PM, 5:00PM, 7:00PM, 8:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 1:00PM, 2:00PM, 5:20PM, 7:35PM, 8:35PM.
Thurs: 1:15PM, 4:30PM, 7:45PM

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 
Sensory Friendly (PG13)
Sat: 11:30AM
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 in 3D (PG13)
Fri: 10:45PM.
Sat: 12:30PM, 10:15PM.
Sun: 3:40PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 4:15PM

The Little Mermaid (PG)
Thurs: 4:00PM, 6:00PM, 7:00PM, 9:00PM
The Little Mermaid in 3D (PG)
Thurs: 3:00PM, 10:00PM

The Super Mario Bros. Movie (PG)
Fri: 2:10PM, 4:30PM, 6:50PM, 9:10PM.
Sat: 12:35PM, 2:55PM, 5:15PM, 7:35PM, 9:55PM.
Sun: 10:05AM, 11:00AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 6:00PM, 8:20PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:20PM, 6:40PM, 9:00PM.

(682) 260-5920  |  cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming 

Brush Chipping Service • Gutter Cleaning 

Shrub Trimming

Emergency Service • Storm Damage

Darrell Mercer

Residential & Commercial

mercertreeservice.net

817-247-5651

Insured                                         

Free Estimates

WE COVER YOU

STAY CONNECTED AT

HCNEWS.COM

CALL 817-573-7066 OR VISIT HCNEWS.COM 

 TO SUBSCRIBE OR ADVERTISE TODAY

THE PAPER YOU LOVE, 
BROUGHT TO LIFE IN PRINT, 
ON YOUR DESKTOP, TABLET 

OR SMARTPHONE

PETS OF THE WEEKPETS OF THE WEEK
Lobo is a neutered male Chihuahua mix. He is approximately 11 
years old and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Lobo is friendly, social 
and good with other dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. His 
adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies vaccination, HomeAgain 
microchip, the first round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
Rico is a neutered male terrier mix. He is approximately 9 years old 
and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Rico is friendly and good with other 

dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. 
His adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies 
vaccination, HomeAgain microchip, the first 
round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
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Hood County Animal Control
 1550 Weatherford Highway • (817) 573-4277

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm; 

First Saturday of each month (adoptions only) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Adoptable cats can be found at PetSense in Granbury!

  Check us out on Facebook at Hood County Animal Control, TX

Pluto is a female Catahoula mix dog. She is approximately 10-12 months 
old and weighs about 55 pounds. Pluto is our long-time resident and de-

serves a family to call her own. Special adoption fee of $25.00! The adoption 
fee includes sterilization, rabies vaccination, the first round of vaccines, 

Pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain microchip.

Diego is a male domestic short-hair cat. He is approximately 2 years old. 
Diego is super friendly and loves attention. Special adoption fee of $25.00! 

The adoption fee includes sterilization, rabies 
vaccination, the first round of vaccines, Pyran-

tel dewormer, and a HomeAgain microchip.
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Puzzle by websudoku.com

SUDOKU
Solution for the puzzle on 

May 17 (Puzzle 28). 

HCNEWS.COM

2023 Quilt Show
Granbury Quilters Guild

Stitching Our Community Together
Special Exhibits, Vendors, Boutique

June 2nd and 3rd 

Admission: $6.00 or $5.00 with  
a can of food for Mission Granbury

Lake Granbury Conference Center

Friday 10:00am to 6:00pm
Saturday 10:00am to 4:30pm

621 E Pearl St
Granbury, TX 76048

Granburyquiltguild.com

STAY CONNECTED AT 
HCNEWS.COM

GO PLAY calendar will fea-
ture recurring activities that 
are open to the public. These 
items will run each week 
along with other activities 
across the area. Submit Go 
Play listings to calendar@
hcnews.com and include the 
day, date, time and location - 
including street address.

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 

exercise classes. 9 a.m. ex-
ercise; 10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 
30 a.m. exercise; 11:15 a.m. 
chair yoga. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club, 
ACBL-sanctioned duplicate 
bridge game, noon at Texas 
Cottage, 5920 Henslee Court.  
$8, earn Masterpoints. De-
tails: 817-480-4472. 

SONS OF the American 
Legion Post 491 of Gran-
bury Burger Night. 5 - 7 p.m. 
American Legion Post, 3409 
Davis Road. Funds raised 
are used to support veteran 
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members 
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

 GRANBURY CIVIC 

Chorus rehearsals, 7 
p.m. at Acton United 
Methodist Church, 3433 
Fall Creek Highway. Details: 
granburycivicchorus2001@
gmail.com.

MODERN SQUARE Dancing 
lessons every Monday at the 
Granbury YMCA at 1 p.m. For 
more information contact 
Ted at 435-720-6920 or Faye 
at 682-309-8504.

TUESDAYS

LINE DANCING 2 p.m. 
Healthy Connections, 1321 
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session 
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s 
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton 
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing! De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

BEGINNERS’ CHAIR Yoga 
45-minute Class. Tuesdays 
at 1:30 p.m. - Donations for 
Local Charities are accepted. 
Class will take place at Em-
manuel Lutheran Church lo-
cated at 2301 Fall Creek Hwy, 
76049. For more information 
call 817-326-2201

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot game day. 
10 a.m. Healthy Connections, 
1321 Waters Edge Drive, Suite 
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

HABITAT FOR Human-
ity of Hood County volun-
teers needed. Go to 3710 S. 
Sagecrest Court, Rancho Bra-
zos. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Lunch and 
tools provided. Details: visit 
habitatofhoodcounty.org or 
call 817-573-2812.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club 
offers a “fun duplicate” 
bridge game at noon at the 
Texas Cottage, 5920 Henslee 
Court.  $4. Details: 817-480-
4472. 

THURSDAYS 

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 

exercise classes. 9 a.m. ex-
ercise; 10 a.m. tai chi; 10: 
30 a.m. exercise; 11:15 a.m. 

chair yoga. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 5-9 p.m. at 
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S. 
Chess Affiliate, all ages and 
skill levels, children 10 and 
under must be accompanied 
by adult. Y membership 
not required. Details: 
HoodCountyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m. 
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
Street. Prizes and fun. Use 
your phone to play. Free.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
at 600 W. Moore St. Welcom-
ing all levels of disc golfers. 
Show up at least 15 minutes 
early to pay the $12 entry fee 
and warm up.

 

SATURDAYS

HABITAT FOR Human-
ity of Hood County volun-
teers needed. Go to 3710 S. 
Sagecrest Court, Rancho Bra-
zos. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Lunch and 
tools provided. Details: visit 
habitatofhoodcounty.org or 
call 817-573-2812.

HOOD COUNTY Hummers 
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meet 
every Saturday at Hilton 
Garden Inn, 635 E. Pearl St., 
for 5K or 10K walk for fun, fel-
lowship and fitness. Details: 
972-567-3278.

SUNDAYS

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. at 600 
W. Moore St. Welcoming all 
levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the 
first Monday each month at 
7 p.m. at the Hood County 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, 401 Deputy Larry Miller 
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1 - 
3  p.m. Acton Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

FIRST TUESDAYS 

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m. Granbury 
Doll House Museum, 421 E 
Bridge St. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome!

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 

Guild meets to knit, learn 
and share knitting tips each 
month at First Presbyterian 
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge 
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and 
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the 4th 
Tuesday each month (except 
November and December) 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E. 
Ewell St.  Contact Karen Nace 
817-279-2995 for additional 
details.

GO PLAY

PLEASE SEE PLAY | B8
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Members’ work may be 
viewed at the Pecan club-
house, the PAC, and on 
the guild’s website: www.
pecanplantationartguild.
com online.

PICKLEBALL PLAY

The outdoor pickleball 
courts will be busy today, 
Saturday, May 20, as the 
Pecan Plantation Pickleball 
Association is hosting an 
outdoor pickleball tourna-
ment beginning at 8 a.m. 

HIGH FLYING

Pecan’s EAA Chapter 
983 will hold a free infor-
mation meeting for folks 
who have dreamed about 
learning to fly and would 
like help in getting started. 
The session is scheduled 
for today, Saturday, May 
20, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Planeview Park. Everyone 
is welcome. For more in-
formation on Pecan’s EAA 
chapter and its activities 
in our community, contact 
Tom Woodward at 817-
279-3080 or send email to 
buhwana@charter.net.

MUSIC TIME

Tonight, Saturday, May 
20, brings karaoke time to 
the Pecan ballroom.  Doors 
will open at 6 p.m. for a 
lasagna buffet with kara-
oke following at 7:45 p.m. 
Music will last until 10 p.m. 
Call the clubhouse front 
desk to make a reservation: 
817-573-2641.

DINNER GROUP

Pecan’s Widows and 
Widowers Club will gather 
on Tuesday, May 23 in the 
Terrace Room for a 5:30 
p.m. reception followed 
by dinner at 6. Attendees 
will enjoy a Broadway 
themed musical program 
presented by Ray Scott 
and Lois Akers. This group 
(which had 42 attendees at 
its April meeting) invites 
widows and widowers liv-
ing in our community for 
an evening out filled with 
meeting new friends and 
enjoying good food and 
entertainment. Need more 
information on this group 
and its next meeting? Send 

email to Caryl Mahaffey at 
caryl.mahaffey@charter.
net.

BREAKFAST CLUB

Pecan’s Breakfast Club 
will gather again on 
Wednesday, May 24 when 
attendees will hear from 
Pecan’s own Rene Garrett 
about CPR instruction. 
This gathering is the sec-
ond installment in a “Save 
a Life” series. Reservations 
are requested by noon on 
Tuesday, May 23. 

BOOKS GALORE

Hood County’s “Library 
on Wheels” made its first 
stop in Pecan Plantation 
last week, and it will arrive 
again on Wednesday, May 

24 at the PAC parking lot. 
Neighbors are invited to 
bring their library cards (or 
come apply for a card) and 
check out books.

AUXILIARY FUNDRAIDER

The Pecan Plantation 
Volunteer Fire 
Department/Emergency 
Medical Service Auxiliary’s 
next fundraiser will in-
clude pancakes and all the 
trimmings being served 
from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
at Planeview Park Pavilion 
(4500 Wedgefield Road) on 
Saturday, May 27. Tickets, 
which will be sold in ad-
vance and at the door, are 
$10 each for adults and $5 
for children (ages 5-10). 
Folks are invited to the 
airport park to eat as well 

as to enjoy a musical per-
formance by Frank and 
Rebecca Faiola (JetBlacq) 
beginning at 9 a.m.

In addition, the auxil-
iary’s annual golf tourna-
ment is set for Saturday, 
June 24 on the Pecan 
course, and auxiliary mem-
bers are selling tickets in 
advance of the tournament 
for prizes to be raffled. 

For folks wishing to do-
nate items or participate 
by assembling items or ser-
vices in a themed basket 
for the raffle, please con-
tact Julie Logan at 727-252-
3702 or Susan Lee at 972-
743-1292. No contribution 
is too small.

Finally, golfers may reg-
ister for the golf tourna-
ment at the Pecan Pro Shop 
(817-573-2645). The four-
person scramble will offer 
golfers three hole-in-one 
opportunities, which all 
boast fabulous prizes. 

MEMORIAL DAY

Pecan’s annual Memorial 
Day celebration will take 
place on Monday, May 29 
with day-long events at 
the clubhouse concluding 
with a street dance in the 
evening. A variety of food 
and beverage items will 
be available for purchase 
(with pre-purchased tick-
ets) in addition to a pool 
party. Bounce houses and 
face painting will be on 
hand for the youngest at-
tendees, and according to 
executive chef Jordan Ray, 
“We hope to make this a 
festival.” More information 
with specific times and ac-
tivities is forthcoming.

GOLF TIME

Pecan’s golf course 

Thank You 
Hood County
for 51 Years!

PRUITT PLUMBING
& REPAIR

200 Kings Plaza  |  Granbury, TX 76049

Office: 817-573-9708  |  Metro: 817-279-9708
Email: hhpruitt@gmail.com

For all your plumbing needs:
Residential & Commercial  |  New & Repair  |  Water Heaters

817-573-9708

License #RMP6810

step. We knocked, she answered 
the door and invited us in. When 
she talked she accidentally blew an 
impressive saliva bubble or two.

She took my hand. Her bony fin-
ger traced the lines of my palm. If 
I remember, she predicted I would 
become a lawyer or doctor. Must 
have been bad light in the house 
because I became neither ... far 
from it.

I don’t know if she possessed 
extrasensory skills, but many old-
timers claimed she could help 
people find a missing ring or other 
valuable possessions. One story 
tells of the time she helped author-
ities locate the body of a drowning 
victim on the Brazos River.

Phoebe, daughter of former 
slaves, provided domestic help for 
white families in Granbury. She 
was also a frequent babysitter. She 
was loved and respected by both 
white and Black Granbury. For 
years Phoebe lived without electric-
ity in her home, but Sam Knight, 
the late city manager, made sure 
that Phoebe got power in her latter 
years. Phoebe would always send 
grocer Milt Meyer a grocery list and 
Milt would run the groceries out to 
her. When he sold the grocery and 
became county judge, Phoebe con-
tinued to send him a list and Meyer 
would still run the groceries to her.

Phoebe didn’t trust banks but 
trusted banker Henry Zweifel who 
kept her money in his desk drawer.   

She died in 1973 and was laid to 
rest in the Granbury Cemetery.

The Black church where she was 
a member could not be used for 
her funeral because it was in such 
disrepair. Historian Mary Kate 
Durham, at the family’s request, ar-
ranged for the service to be held at 
the white Methodist church.

“Testimonials are given at Black 
funerals,” said Durham. “She was 
so loved by all of us that, after-
wards, we all said we had wanted 
to stand up and give a testimo-
nial about Phoebe. The things we 
could’ve said.”

HISTORY
FROM PAGE B5

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

COURTESY OF PPAG PUBLICITY

The Pecan Plantation Art Guild holds art pop up sales, art shows, 
and meets monthly at the PAC. Pictured is Artist of the Month for 
the guild, Linda Parks. 

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas 
transplant for 28 years, Diane Long is a 
wife, mother and English teacher who has 
written Pecan Plantation Bits for 15 years 
cumulatively. She spends her time gathering 
neighborhood news and teaching students 
how to avoid passive voice.

BY DIANE LONG

One busy group: Pecan Art Guild 
fills community with talent, beauty

T
he Pecan Plantation Art Guild is a 

talented (and busy!) bunch in our 

community often holding art shows, 

pop up art sales, and workshops. The 

guild meets collectively the second Tuesday of 

each month at 10:30 a.m. at the PAC. Guests 

and potential members (Pecan residents ages 

18 and over) are welcome. Annual guild dues 

are $35.
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THE IDLE AMERICAN

will be in full operation on Monday, 
May 29, Memorial Day, and it will be 
closed on Tuesday, May 30. In ad-
dition, the course will be closed on 
Monday and Tuesday, June 5 and 6, 
for aerification. 

MARINA DAYS

The newly updated marina menu 
has been a hit with Pecaners, and re-
cent spring weather has brought folks 
to enjoy good food and lake views. 
Food service hours run seven days a 
week from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

BIG SUCCESS

Thank you to all Pecaners who 
supported the recent American Red 
Cross blood drive at the PAC. Sixty-six 
units of blood were collected during 
the day.

dianedlong@yahoo.com |  
817-579-9360

PECAN
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FIRST  THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette Club  meets 
on the first Thursday each month for 
fellowship, planning events and other 
business. Dinner, if desired, at 6 p.m., 
meeting from 7-8 p.m. at Spring Creek 
Barbeque, 317 E. U.S. Highway 377. 
Details: bskaggs8aol.com.

SECOND SATURDAYS

2ND SATURDAY Showoff at Fuzzy’s 
Taco Shop, 115 W. Pearl St.  Car show, 
8:30 - 10:30 a.m.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS Guild meets on 
the third Monday each month at United 
Coop Electric, 320 Fall Creek Highway, 6 
p.m. Details: 817-296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl Ministry. The 
ministry is in need of people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom to make gifts 
to comfort the ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 
1 - 3  p.m. Acton Baptist Church Fellow-
ship Hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway. De-
tails: 817-326-4693.

PLAY
FROM PAGE B6

Leave it to the fraternities

Such was true for the 
1959-1960-1961 foot-
ball teams, when late 
Coach William (Red) 
Conkright — a collegiate 
grid star at the University 
of Oklahoma and later a 
professional player and 
coach — didn’t fare well 
at SFA.

His three-year record 
was 6-25-1, with his SFA 
tenure fading to black 
after the third season. 
Numerous pickets and 
banners at the November 
homecoming parade in 
1961 suggested that he, 
uh, leave. One banner on 
the parade route — un-
furled in front of what 
was then the Stone Fort 
Ban — pulled no punches. 
It read: “Win, Heck. Just 
Score.” And those frat 
guys didn’t even know 
how to spell “heck.”

LOWER EXPECTATIONS

Across the years, sports 
have loosened “message 
spigots” of cascading cre-
ative juices, particularly 
for collegians across the 
land.

For example, during 
a quarter-century end-
ing in the 1990s, Tom 
Osborne’s University of 
Nebraska teams marched 
roughshod over most op-
ponents. One usual vic-

tim was the University of 
Missouri. A Cornhusker 
faithful hoisted a two-
word banner: “Maul 
Missouri.”

The Tigers — as if flying 
a white flag long before 
kickoff — seemed content 
with building character 
instead of seeking foot-
ball lore. Their banner 
read: “Maintain Dignity 
Against Nebraska.”

GAME OF THE CENTURY

Arkansans and Texans 
whose memories stretch 
back a half-century re-
member the intense 
rivalries between the 
Universities of Texas and 
Arkansas. For several 
years, Longhorn Coach 
Darrell Royal pitted his 
wizardry against that of 
the Razorbacks’ Frank 
Broyles.

 Before the storied 
1969 game in Little Rock, 
a clever message ap-
peared on the marquee of 
a church in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. It provided a 
memory still found to be 
humorous decades later. 
It read: “Football is Only 
a Game. Spiritual Things 
are Eternal. Nevertheless, 
Beat Texas!”

 It was called “the game 
of the century” in col-
lege football’s 100th 
anniversary season, 

when the Longhorns 
and Razorbacks ranked 
one and two nationally. 
President Richard Nixon 
attended the game, arriv-
ing by helicopter in the 
end zone. Texas scored 
late, winning 15-14.

SOMEONE WHO CARES

It is worth the re-telling 
of Blackie Sherrod’s first 
day of retirement. Having 
written for the Temple 
Telegram, Fort Worth 
Press, Dallas Times-
Herald and The Dallas 
Morning News for more 
than 60 years, he had won 
all the major trophies, 
plaques and citations 
signifying his greatness 
among sports journalists.

Many fans think he was 
“the best there ever was.” 
They may be right.

Anyways (and that’s 
the way he introduced 
sentences regularly, just 
as predictably as his call-
ing baseball’s annual 

highlight, the “World 
Serious”), somewhere 
along the way, he spot-
ted a T-shirt he wanted 
to wear on his first day of 
retirement. He bought it, 
eager to wear it when his 
work was done.

No doubt he had dozens 
of T-shirts, but none was 
adorned with such clever 
words reflecting his view 
on things. A further guess 
is that the message ac-
curately summed up his 
reflection on a colorful 
life that was to span 96 
years. It read: “You Have 
Mistaken Me for Someone 
Who Cares.”

A ‘LEARNT’ MAN

Sherrod was a gradu-
ate of Howard Payne 
University, picking up his 
diploma there a decade 
before I crossed the same 
stage in 1961. During my 
HPU presidency, 1985-
1997, a highlight was con-
ferring the university’s 

highest recognition — an 
honorary doctorate — to 
Sherrod.

During his response, 
this sports writing ge-
nius — who never had 
a journalism course — 
credited the late Dr. Cleo 
McChristy, then a middle-
aged college English pro-
fessor, with teaching him 
most about writing. She 
was a veteran professor 
when I sat in her class-
es. Admittedly, she was 
genius, but she “learnt” 
Blackie more than she 
“learnt” me.

Sherrod’s fans at the 
commencement exercises 
shed tears — just as he 
did — when he accepted 
the award. One fan, ap-
preciative of Blackie’s 
rapier wit, observed, “I’m 
so glad I came today, if 
only to see Blackie weep. 
I didn’t think he had tear 
ducts.”

newbury@speakerdoc.com

S
tephen F. Austin State University, new-

est member of the University of Texas 

system, has a storied basketball histo-

ry, but in football — for a few seasons, 

at least — not so much.

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public 
speaker and former university president 
who writes weekly.

BY DON NEWBURY

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured is sportswriting icon Dr. Blackie Sherrod.


