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Many of the passengers transported by The Transit System are around the same age as Danny Smith, TTS’ contract coordinator and fill-in driver. Smith, who retired from the mortgage industry, isn’t one to sit 
around. He views his full-time job at TTS as a ministry. 
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Hood County GOP chair sues county judge
Free speech, decorum at public meetings at issue

SEE MORE INSIDE

Tolar moves closer to forming 
police department. Please see 
story, A3.

GHS graduate runs Boston 
Marathon after only two years 
of training. ‘Daytripper’ host 
Chet Garner to celebrate 
tourism week in Granbury 
May 2. GISD’s Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts program to strengthen 
student/teacher connections. 
Please see stories, B1.

STAY CONNECTED AT

HCNEWS.COM

BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff Writer

Hood County Republican Party 
Chair Steve Biggers has filed a 
federal lawsuit accusing County 
Judge Ron Massingill of violat-
ing his First Amendment rights to 
share his viewpoint and petition 
his government during open pub-
lic meetings of the Hood County 

Commissioners Court.
The lawsuit was filed April 14 

in the United States District Court 
Northern District of Texas-Fort 
Worth Division.

The action followed a demand 
letter dated Feb. 13, to which 
Massingill reportedly did not re-
spond. The letter cited several oc-
casions when Massingill allegedly 
displayed “open hostility” toward 

Biggers and treated him different-
ly from others.

Clashes between Biggers and 
Massingill have led to raised voic-
es and the two speaking over each 
other.

Incidents cited in the petition 
include the Commissioners Court 
meeting on April 26, 2022, when 
Massingill asked Sheriff Roger 
Deeds to escort Biggers from the 

meeting while Biggers was speak-
ing at the podium and the meeting 
on Jan. 10 when Massingill threat-
ened to do so again.

At the Jan. 10 meeting, Biggers 
attempted to play a recording 
of a private conversation made 
by County Clerk Katie Lang 
prior to the start of the regular 
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‘I JUST THRIVE ON IT’
At 74, Danny Smith finds fulfillment  
with The Transit System

BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff 
Writer H

ood County is known as 
a mecca for retirees, but 
not all who moved here 
spend their days on the 

lake or the golf course.
That kind of stuff doesn’t par-

ticularly interest Pecan Plantation 
resident Danny Smith, who quali-
fied for a gold watch a while ago. 
He’s a worker and a people per-

son, and retirement from the 
mortgage industry didn’t change 
that. Clients of The Transit System 
are reaping the benefits of his 
worker-bee attitude and the fact 
that he views his position with the 
company as not just a job, but a 
ministry.

Smith has no plans to call it 
quits, especially since the county’s 

growth and the coming expan-
sion of U.S. Highway 377 will likely 
cause more people to turn to The 
Transit System for help in getting 
where they need to go.

The Glen Rose-based public 
transport service, largely funded 
by federal and state dollars, is 
available at low cost to people 
of all ages. Its drivers even drive 

people to DFW Airport, Love 
Field Airport, and to destina-
tions around the Metroplex, with 
discounted rates for groups up 
to four that are picked up and 
dropped off at the same location.

Recognizing the increased im-
portance of public transporta-
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“It’s been good for me in a lot of ways. It’s kept me busy and gives me a purpose.”

DANNY SMITH
The Transit System contract coordinator

County approves sheriff’s request for driver emergency alert system
BY KATHY CRUZ

Senior Staff Writer

The Hood County 
Commissioners Court has given 
unanimous approval to Sheriff 
Roger Deeds’ request to implement 
an emergency alert system that will 
notify drivers when deputies are 
working a road emergency or “run-
ning code” and fast approaching 
their vehicle.

Approval by the Commissioners 
Court was needed because the 
special pricing involves a five-year 
contract to be signed by the county 
judge.

Although patrol vehicles are 
equipped with sirens and flashing 
lights, their high speed can pose 
dangers to other motorists who 
may not immediately see the lights 
in their rearview mirror or hear the 
siren until the patrol car is a short 

distance from them.
Through HAAS Alert technology, 

once lights and sirens have been ac-
tivated, motorists of many vehicles 
manufactured in 2018 or later will 
receive alerts on their dashboard or 
the music they are playing will be 
interrupted.

“When you turn on your lights 
and sirens, you’re trying to make 
sure everybody knows you’re com-
ing and alert people ahead of you 

with the sound of the sirens, with 
the flashing lights,” Deeds told the 
Hood County News. “That in itself 
helps alert people so (that) you’re 
safe. But this sends out a signal 
even farther out ahead of you.”

The sheriff noted that drivers 
whose vehicles are not equipped 
with the technology that will allow 
them to receive the alerts will pre-
sumably still benefit because they 
will see other vehicles pulling over 

and will hopefully do the same.
HAAS Alert’s digital alerting plat-

form, Safety Cloud, was launched 
in 2016 as the nation’s first-ever 
digital alerting service, according to 
the company’s website. The alerts 
are received by drivers through 
navigation platforms and through 
the infotainment screens of con-
nected vehicles. In addition, emer-
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Look forward to a healthy future by taking care of yourself now. 

At Lakeside Physicians, our healthcare providers take the time to identify 

your health risks and can help you prioritize good health. Regular 

checkups and age-appropriate screenings are important to be healthy 

now – and to stay well in the future. 

With same-day appointments and online scheduling, we make it easy to 

make an appointment right now. You can even see us from the comfort 

of home via telehealth. 

Make a strong choice for a healthy future. Make the most important 

appointment today. 

Visit LakeGranburyPrimaryCare.com 

or call 817-672-9677.

to face the future with confidence.

Make an Appointment

tion, the city of Granbury recently 
partnered with the company to 
pave a large parking lot at TTS’ 
Granbury office so that it can 
serve as a park-and-ride. The 
building at 1416 S. Morgan St. 
across from Brookshire’s was once 
used by the Texas Department of 
Transportation. Phase two of the 
parking lot project was recently 
completed, Smith said, resulting 
in a total of 180 parking spaces.

It may take time before that lo-
cation truly becomes a park and 
ride, but it has been handy for 
driving people to and from the 
square during special events, such 
as commemorating Memorial Day 
and celebrating the Fourth of July.

With more people moving to 
Hood County, the community’s 
newest residents include seniors 
who enjoy using The Transit 
System.

“Our ridership just recently has 
picked up so much,” Smith said. 
“I’m not really supposed to be 
a driver, per se, but I’m helping 
out right now because they are 
slammed.”

How can he possibly retire at 
the young age of 74 when so many 
people need him?

“And do what?” Smith posed 
when asked about taking it easy. 
“Sit around and watch Gunsmoke 
all day? No thanks.”

Who needs Gunsmoke when 
dealing with traffic in one of the 
fastest-growing counties in the 
country can get pretty western?

ROAD TO FULFILLMENT

Smith did retire once. That’s 
when he and his wife Patricia 
moved to Hood County from 
Bedford. It was in October 2015. 
They moved here because Pat 
loves Granbury.

But Smith soon grew bored and 
began thinking about taking a job 
to keep him busy.

One day he saw a sign that 
said drivers were needed for The 
Transit System. He didn’t know 

what The Transit System was but 
assumed it might have something 
to do with 18-wheelers, in which 
case he wasn’t interested. But 
when Smith noticed the sign again, 
he decided to call.

After hearing about how seniors 
and others rely on the transport 
service for help with errands and 
medical appointments, Smith ac-
cepted a job as a driver. Today, he 
is the transit company’s contract 
coordinator, working out of the 
Granbury office. He also oversees 
the company’s advertising pro-
gram and partnerships and helps 
with administrative tasks such as 
fuel reports and vehicle mainte-

nance. He has particularly enjoyed 
developing friendships with se-
niors and joking with them when 
he fills in as a driver.

Every morning, TTS drivers drive 
seniors to the Hood County Senior 
Center and back home again. 
Smith said that they enjoy eating 
lunch with friends and staying at 
the center longer on days when 
there are Bingo games.

“They get so excited,” he said 
about the fun they have and the 
prizes they win playing Bingo, 
adding, “The Senior Center is re-
ally a neat deal.”

Smith’s office is located near 
the intersection of South Morgan 

Street/SH 144 and U.S. Highway 
377, considered to be one of the 
busiest intersections in the coun-
ty. Because of the traffic conges-
tion there, Smith never turns left 
when leaving the transit office. 
Instead, whether he is driving 
his own car or a transit sys-
tem vehicle, he turns right, then 
takes another right by RaceTrac. 
He follows Meadows Drive to 
Paluxy Highway by Lake Granbury 
Medical Center.

Smith feels that traffic has 
definitely gotten worse since he 
moved to Granbury.

“Something’s got to be done 
with 377,” he said. “It’s like living 

in South Fort Worth, especially at 
4 or 5 o’clock in the afternoon. We 
do everything we can to find all 
kinds of alternate routes.”

There have been times when 
Smith has called 911 because of 
traffic accidents in front of the 
TTS office. One week, there were 
three wrecks, he said.

TxDOT has plans to expand 
U.S. Highway 377 from four lanes 
to six over a nine-mile stretch 
through the most congested part 
of town. The first phase will in-
clude reconfiguring the 144/377 
intersection. Such projects take 
years to complete.

Meanwhile, TTS dispatch is 
sometimes having to send a 
back-up driver when a driver in 
Granbury is stuck in traffic.

“It can be quite stressful, es-
pecially when you’re under time 
constraints,” such as trying to get 
a rider to a medical appointment, 
Smith said.

When Granbury’s main artery is 
finally wide enough to ease traffic 
congestion, Smith might still be on 
the job.

“Hopefully, when I take my last 
breath, I’ll be doing what I’m do-
ing right now,” he said. “Some of 
my best days are when you make 
things happen and you’re produc-
tive and then you go home and 
feel so good you’re as high as a 
kite.”

Although Pat isn’t working a 
paying job, she, too, is involved in 
helping the community. She helps 
with the Prayers and Squares 
quilt ministry at Lakeside Baptist 
Church, Smith said, and started 
a ministry for missionaries. She 
is a member of the Granbury 
Newcomers Club and the Opera 
Guild, serving as an usher during 
performances.

“She doesn’t have a lazy bone in 
her body,” Smith said.

As for his job with The Transit 
System, Smith said, “It’s been 
good for me in a lot of ways. It’s 
kept me busy and gives me a pur-
pose. I just thrive on it.”

kcruz@hcnews.com |  
817-579-1886

DAVID MONTESINO | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Danny Smith is devoted to The Transit System, a public transportation system largely funded by state and federal dollars. 
Available to everyone, TTS offers low-cost rides, even to Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport and Love Field Airport. To 
book a ride, call 254-897-2964.
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Commissioners Court meeting on 
Nov. 8. In that private conversa-
tion, which involved Massingill, 
a local pastor, and Precinct 3 
Commissioner Jack Wilson, 
Massingill criticized Biggers 
and spoke of starting a new 
Republican organization.

The lawsuit was addressed at 
Tuesday’s regular meeting of the 
Commissioners Court. Precinct 4 

Commissioner Dave Eagle placed 
an item on the agenda to discuss 
and take appropriate action to 
determine whether Hood County 
government had a duty to defend 
Massingill or pay any expenses, 
including any deductible to the 
Texas Association of Counties re-
lated to the judge’s defense in the 
lawsuit.

The judge, who presides over 
Commissioners Court meetings, 
opened the discussion by disput-
ing Biggers’ claims and saying 
that he had distributed to the four 

commissioners a copy of the law 
requiring that legal representation 
be provided to any county official 
acting in their official capacity.

“Every allegation that he does 
make in that complaint stems 
from my interactions with Mr. 
Biggers in this court,” Massingill 
said.

He also noted that Biggers’ mo-
tion for an ex parte injunction had 
been denied by the federal court. 
An ex parte injunction is when a 
case is heard without the other 
party being present or having an 

opportunity to respond.
Eagle said that in his view 

Massingill had “exceeded his 
scope” in his dealings with Biggers 
and that the lawsuit could have 
been avoided if the judge had 
apologized.

Eagle also said that “time and 
time again” people who oppose 
him politically are allowed to 
speak at Commissioners Court.

“They impugn my integrity ev-
ery time they come up here, and 
he does nothing,” he stated of the 
judge.

Following Eagle’s remarks, 
Massingill asked whether there 
would be a motion.

“No, sir. Not from me,” Eagle 
replied.

No motion to take action 
was offered by Precinct 1 
Commissioner Kevin Andrews, 
Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Nannette Samuelson, or Precinct 3 
Commissioner Jack Wilson.

kcruz@hcnews.com | 
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Texas Association of Appraisal Districts issues guidance
Submitted Item

AUSTIN – The Texas Association 
of Appraisal Districts has an-
nounced another year of sus-
tained growth in Texas real estate 
values.

According to a recent news 
release from the association, re-
gions around the state have seen 
increases in values between 10-35 
percent since last year.

Roland Altinger, president of the 
association and chief appraiser 
of Harris County said, “The Texas 

real estate market continues its 
steady and sustained growth and, 
while it is good news that a per-
son’s investment is increasing in 
value, it can come with added ex-
posure to property taxes depend-
ing on a variety of factors. But 
keep in mind, we are not respon-
sible for setting the tax rate. We 
follow the law, state regulations, 
and the reality of real estate mar-
ket sales when making our value 
determinations.” 

In a state without a personal 

income tax, cities, counties, hos-
pitals, school districts and com-
munity colleges all rely heavily on 
property taxes. These same politi-
cal subdivisions set the tax rates 
that determine the amount of tax-
es paid by homeowners and busi-
nesses. An increase in property 
taxes is sometimes needed to keep 
the police and fire departments 
adequately funded, along with our 
schools, hospitals, and other vital 
services for our communities. 

A few notable areas of the state 

— along with Hood County — and 
their RESIDENTIAL property value 
changes are as follows:
 Hood County – 20.1% increase
 Bexar County / San Antonio – 

14.8% increase 
 Dallas County – 12.7% increase
 El Paso County – 14% increase 
 Harris County / Houston area 

– 16% increase 
 Tarrant County / Ft. Worth 

area – 20% increase
 Travis County / Austin area – 

0.4% increase

 Williamson County / Round 
Rock area – 11% DECREASE

The right to protest to the 
Appraisal Review Board (ARB) is 
one of the most important rights 
you have as a taxpayer. A protest 
must be filed by May 15, or no lat-
er than 30 days after the Appraisal 
District delivers a Notice of 
Appraised Value to you, whichev-
er is later. If the protest deadline 
falls on a weekend or holiday, then 
the protest deadline is the first 
business day after that date.

“Hopefully, when I take my last breath, I’ll be doing what I’m doing right now.  

Some of my best days are when you make things happen and you’re productive 

 and then you go home and feel so good you’re as high as a kite.”

DANNY SMITH
The Transit System contract coordinator
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Recently I watched a TV news-
cast where they gave an update 
about an adoption. There are 
tens of thousands of people who 
seek to adopt a child, but unfor-
tunately, most of them have their 
heart set on adopting a baby, or at 
the very least, a very young child. 
Some speculate the older children 
already have special needs or emo-
tional baggage that they simply do 
not want to undertake. Once a child 
reaches the age of 8, the adop-
tion likelihood drops significantly. 
Imagine how forlorn those children 
must feel, sitting and waiting for a 
family that never appears.

There are approximately 450,000 
U.S. children who are in foster care, 

and around 28,753 are in Texas. 
Of that number 5,925 are seeking 
to be adopted. The story I watched 
was about a 14-year-old boy who 
was adopted by a 50-ish single 
male. The man had never mar-
ried but always wanted a son. He 
was only too happy to adopt the 
young man and the story and ac-
companying video were more than 
heartwarming. 

The adopting parent did every-
thing he could to make the child 
feel comfortable and loved. The 
two rode motorcycles togeth-
er, went fishing, and embraced 
all sorts of activities where they 
could participate together. When 
I watched the video of the two, it 

was obvious the new family was 
“over the moon happy” with be-
ing in each other’s lives. How cool 
is it that a young person with no 
family finally has someone to love 
him, nurture him, and make him 
feel like part of a family? How cool 
is it that the adult is finally able to 
fulfill his dream of being a father? 
Looks to me like life dealt both the 
man, and the teenager, a great hand 
of cards. This is one of the “sweet’ 
bites in life.

On the other hand, I went to see 
my 93-year-old friend on Saturday. 
She had recently been in the hos-
pital for a week as she recovered 
from some internal issues. Instead 
of returning to assisted living, she 
was sent to a facility so she could 
rehab and strengthen herself. 

The rehab facility is pleasant 
enough. It is clean and she appears 
to be well taken care of, but my 
friend was upset because she was 
not able to return to her assisted 
living facility, which she considers 
home.

I spent the day taking every step 
I could to make her comfortable. 
I brought her favorite food to her, 
moved a special chair from her res-
idence to her new location, and did 

anything else I could to make her 
happy. Nothing seemed to work.

At one point during the day, my 
friend let me know she thought she 
might never be able to leave where 
she was and return to her assisted 
living facility. She pointed out a 
very elderly and infirm woman who 
was sitting in a wheelchair in the 
hallway. The woman was asleep, 
and her head hung down precipi-
tously as she snored. My friend 
said, “You see her, she is much 
better off than I am because she 
doesn’t know what is happening to 
her; She is past that. I know what 
is happening to me and know I am 
deteriorating.”

There wasn’t much I could say 
to my friend. She was right, the old 
woman in the wheelchair was not 
cognizant of her surroundings and 
seemed to be oblivious to where 
she was. My friend knows she is 
failing, and the end is not as far 
away as it once was. 

I tried to encourage Miss Jayne, 
saying the exercise she was doing 
would improve her and she would 
be better before she knew it. My 
friend was not convinced. I paused 
for a moment and then explained 
to her, “The end comes for every-

one Jayne and we never know if it 
will be today or next week or next 
year. The secret is to face the reali-
ty of the end with dignity and hold-
ing on to the love of those around 
you who care.” It was a bitter bite 
to take, but one which had to be 
swallowed.

When Miss Jayne heard those 
words, she paused and then smiled 
and told me she loved me. I blinked 
repeatedly to keep my eyes dry and 
nodded a smile to her. There wasn’t 
much else to say. 

The two incidents might not 
seem connected, but they are. Life 
has so many ups and downs. It is 
important to appreciate the good, 
and attempt to cope with the bad. 
It is all part of the journey we all 
must travel. One story may bring 
sadness in its inevitability, and the 
other brings joy knowing “good” 
may come from a bad situation. It 
is all part of the journey of life.

Thought for the day: Life is a 
journey. It is not where you end up 
but how you got there.

Until next time, I will keep ridin’ 
the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com |  
817-573-7066, ext. 260
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Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter.

BY SAM HOUSTON

Focusing on the highs during the ups, downs of life

A
very wise man told me to try and swallow life in 

small bites, because there will be mouthfuls that will 

be particularly bitter and others especially sweet. By 

taking small bites, one minimizes the extremes. 

A SMALL GROUP IN  
HOOD COUNTY

Hood County is an incredible 
Texas success story. Seemingly ev-
ery year, it is nominated or selected 
as one of the state and nation’s 
best communities to live in. It is 
hard to visit any community in the 
county and not get a sense of pride 
from everyone you meet.

Well, almost everyone.
A small group that has taken 

over the county Republican Party 
would have you believe that Hood 
County is a third-world country run 
by warlords and leftist dictators. 
They show up at every open meet-
ing, make sure a camera is on, and 
then begin to rant and rave about 
something they are dissatisfied 
with, only stopping once the cam-
era is turned off. They offer zero 
solutions – only complaints.

County Republican Chair Steve 
Biggers leads this chorus of mis-
information and half-truths. Last 
week, he decided to attend the 
first regular meeting of the United 
Republicans of Hood County – a 
group working to curb the toxic 
culture Biggers has worked to 
spread in Hood County. Though 
this was a private event (yes, even 
though it was announced in this 
newspaper), Biggers refused to 
leave when asked.

Once the meeting was over, 
Biggers immediately went to 
Facebook to share his misinfor-
mation and outright lies with his 
tens of followers. He mischarac-
terized every single speaker at 

the event, including myself (Sorry 
Steve – I never said I haven’t read 
the Republican platform. On the 
contrary, I’ve read it numerous 
times.). He even criticized the 
opening prayer and the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Of course, this isn’t the first time 
Biggers has assailed this group – 
he did so in this section just last 
month, criticizing people who, 
at the time, weren’t even associ-
ated with the group. But that’s 
what Biggers does: he shouts down 
what he fears. But his screams and 
tantrums won’t work this time. 
The United Republicans of Hood 
County will continue to meet and 
grow, and unlike Biggers, the group 
will bring positive benefits to the 
county and its communities.

Judson Meeks 

Mineral Wells

GUIDELINES FOR 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

  Email letters to sam@hcnews.
com. Letters must include author’s 
first and last name, and home ad-
dress. Specific address will not be 
published.

Writers are limited to one letter 
every 30 days.

Letters should be 500 words or 
less. All letters are subject to edit-
ing. All submissions to the Hood 
County News will become the 
property of the Hood County News. 
Letters to the Editor will appear in 
the Saturday edition of the Hood 
County News.

Questions: Call 817-573-7066 or 
contact Publisher Sam Houston.

Tolar moves closer to forming police department

LETTER

BY KATHY CRUZ
Senior Staff Writer

Tolar city officials are moving 
forward with administrative tasks 
involved in re-establishing a li-
censed police department.

The town has had a few police 
chiefs over the years but has had 
no one in that role for almost a 
decade.

At its April monthly meeting, one 
month after the Tolar City Council 
voted unanimously to hire Ray 
Wilson to serve as police chief, the 

council passed an ordinance to cre-
ate a police department.

Wilson explained that the ordi-
nance is part of the process for 
becoming licensed again through 
the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement.

“Everything has been can-
celed out” since the Tolar Police 
Department ceased to exist in 
January 2014, Wilson said, and a lot 
has changed in the years since.

“We had to do a new ordinance 
to create a police department,” he 

explained. “We are still working 
through the application process be-
cause there are several other items 
that have to be done before we can 
have a full-blown police depart-
ment that is licensed.”

Wilson said he does not yet con-
sider himself Tolar’s police chief 
“because we don’t have a depart-
ment to be chief of, because until 
TCOLE licenses us, I can’t act as a 
police officer because I don’t have 
an agency to represent.”

Wilson stated that he will send 

a copy of the meeting minutes to 
TCOLE along with various policies 
outlining how the department will 
handle such things as use of force, 
pursuit, and domestic violence 
cases.

“I’ve got to go through this ad-
ministrative side of it in order to 
get the department up and run-
ning,” Wilson said.

There are other paperwork relat-
ed tasks as well, Wilson noted, such 
as crime victims assistance pam-
phlets. In addition, there is a need 

to stock up on items such as flares 
and traffic cones in the event of a 
traffic accident or some other event 
that necessitates a road closure.

Wilson, who is also Tolar’s vol-
unteer assistant fire chief, works 
out of a cubicle at City Hall and will 
likely be a one-man department for 
a while. But Tolar is growing, and 
that’s why the City Council decided 
it was time to re-establish a police 
presence.

kcruz@hcnews.com | 817-579-1886

VETERANS VOICE

Acute suicide care now offered to veterans

T
his is a difficult subject to 
talk about, but important 
if we are going to care for 
veterans in crisis.  Suicidal 

thoughts, threats or attempts are 
a serious medical emergency and 
fortunately we have an impor-
tant resource to assist with that.  
Eligible veterans, even some with 
other than honorable discharges 
may now go to any VA or non-VA 
hospital for emergency care and 
services will be paid by the VA if 
the first responder or emergency 
provider diagnoses “acute suicidal 
crisis.”

The VA will cover ambulance 
services, 30 days of inpatient 
residential treatment, 90 days of 
outpatient treatment and related 
prescription medication.  Those eli-
gible must be veterans who served 
prior to Sept. 7, 1980 and discharge 

with other than dishonorable, 
enlisted or commissioned after 
Sept. 7 1980 or entered active duty 
after Oct. 16, 1981 and served 24 
months or full period of their active 
duty period and discharged with 
other than dishonorable unless 
they were discharged for medical 
conditions caused by or aggravated 
by their service.

If discharged with an “Other than 
Honorable,” they must have served 
at least 100 cumulative days in 
support of contingency operations 
directly or at another location as 
drone operators, or were a victim 
of sexual assault or harassment.  
Active-duty service members who 
suffer military sexual trauma or 
PTSD may sometimes self-medicate 
with illegal drugs or suffer silently 
unable to endure military life, are 
derelict in their duties and end up 
getting discharged with less than 

Honorable.
We will NEVER judge veterans 

by their discharge because we are 
aware these things happen and 
are happy to assist with a review 
of their records once they are ap-
propriately diagnosed with PTSD or 
MST and awarded disability com-
pensation for those injuries.  To 
access information about the Acute 
Suicide Care Program, caregivers, 
family and friends are encour-
aged to visit the Community Care 
page here at: https://www.va.gov/
COMMUNITYCARE/programs/vet-
erans/Emergency_Care.asp

Pecan Valley Centers, through 
a grant from Texas Veterans 
Commission, offer free counseling 
services to veterans and their fami-
lies, so please take advantage of 
that through the Veterans Service 
Coordinator Josh Morrison 817-
736-6089.  Please also keep handy 
the Veterans Crisis Line: Dial 988, 
then press 1 or text 838255 and a 
crisis councilor will be there to as-
sist you.  Let’s look after each other, 
keep lines of communication open 
and know where to get help.  

lmallon@co.hood.tx.us | 
817-579-3292

Linda Mallon, a retired Army master 
sergeant, found her niche working with 
veterans and their families in Granbury. 
She is a former claims administrator for 
Blue Shield of New Jersey and later senior 
personnel sergeant, taking care of soldiers’ 
careers for more than 20 years.

BY LINDA MALLON

gency vehicle manufacturers have 
made Safety Cloud a standard 
safety feature on new emergency 
vehicles, the website states.

Deeds said he heard about the 
service from Texas EMS Executive 

Director Ricky Reeves. Reeves told 
the HCN that his company is in 
the process of implementing the 
system in its four Tahoes and eight 
ambulances.

Deeds told the Commissioners 
Court that he will use funds from 
his forfeiture account to pay the 
$500 set-up fee as well as the $150 
annual fee to equip 20 vehicles 

with the technology for the first 
year.

The sheriff told the HCN, “We’re 
going to want to give it a try and 
get it hooked up on those 20 ve-
hicles and see if we can keep the 
roads as safe as we can.”

kcruz@hcnews.com | 817-579-1886
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Becoming part of a blended 
family can certainly be re-
warding. Of course, as is the 
case in all families, there will 
be challenges, one of which 
is financial. A blended family 
must deal with some specific 
financial issues, so it’s a good 
idea to become familiar with 
them.

In particular, consider 
these areas:

SEPARATE OR JOINT  

ACCOUNTS?

Should your two family 

units combine 
all your financ-
es or maintain 
separate ac-
counts? There’s 
no one correct 
answer for ev-
eryone, because 
this issue has 

emotional and psychologi-
cal components to it, as well 
as financial considerations. 
But the nature of your new, 
blended family might guide 
you to a choice that makes 
sense for your situation.

So, for example, if you are 
remarrying at a later stage in 
life, and you and your new 
spouse have adult children, 
you might think the best 
move is to keep separate ac-

counts. But if you are joining 
households with a spouse or 
partner with younger chil-
dren, you may want to merge 
accounts to pay for house 
hold expenses and work to-
ward your new, shared finan-
cial objectives. And it doesn’t 
have to be an “either- or” 
approach—you might decide 
to blend some accounts and 
keep others separate.

DEBTS AND CREDIT RATINGS

It’s likely that you and your 
new spouse or partner, and 
perhaps even some children, 
will bring debts into your 
blended family. As these 
debts can affect your family’s 
finances in several ways, in-
cluding your ability to borrow 

and your credit ratings, you 
will want to know what every-
one owes, and the amount of 
monthly payments needed to 
meet these obligations. After 
that, you may be able to find 
ways to consolidate debts or 
find other ways to reduce or 
eliminate them.

LEGAL ISSUES

When you establish a 
blended family, you may 
want to review, and possibly 
update, the beneficiary desig-
nations on your life insurance 
policy and retirement ac-
counts, such as your IRA and 
401(k).These designations 
can supersede instructions 
you may have left in your es-
tate planning documents — 

including your last will and 
testament—so it’s important 
to ensure they reflect your 
current wishes. And speak-
ing of your estate plans, you 
may well need to revise them, 
too, in consultation with your 
attorney.

ATTITUDES TOWARD MONEY

Attitudes toward money—
yours and those of your new 
spouse or partner — should 
be addressed when starting 
a blended family. Is one of 
you more of a saver while the 
other spends more freely? As 
investors, does one of you fa-
vor taking more risk while the 
other is more conservative? 
It’s important to reconcile 
these differences as best you 

can, especially if you plan on 
merging your finances. This 
means that you both may 
need to compromise some- 
what, but you should strive 
to avoid having either of you 
feeling uncomfortable in your 
choices. In any case, open and 
honest communication is the 
first step in achieving a har-
monious financial strategy. 
These aren’t the only finan-
cial considerations involved 
with blended families, but 
they should give you some 
things to think about—and 
the earlier you start thinking 
about them, the better.
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Evelyn Smith Owen
November 30, 1923 - April 21, 2023

Evelyn Smith Owen, age 
99, of Sandston, Virginia 
born in Weatherford, 
Texas, passed away Friday, 
April 21, 2023 surrounded 
by loved ones. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents Mode Burke Smith 
and Clara Card Smith, her 
husband Wood Darwin 
Owen, brother Mode Smith, 
brothers-in-law Mather 
Owen and Dennard Owen. 
Sisters Velma Bac-cus, 
Anita Baccus, sister-in -law 
Helena Endsley, son 
Rodney Burke, grandson 
David Seward, Jr., and 
niece Martha Jo Baccus Hy-
man.

She is survived by her 
children, Jerry Darwin 
Owen (Diane) and Melody 
Owen Foster (Matthew); 
along with grandchildren, 
Michael Darwin Owen
(Nong), Michelle Owen 
Weikert, and step grand-
children Amy Shinn and 
Brian Turner. Great-grand-
children Sean Owen, Lucas 
Weikert and Owen Weikert, 
and step great grandchil-
dren Benjamin, William and 
Shinn.

Her surviving family in 
Texas include sisters-in-law 
Jane Owen (Mather) and 
Joan Smith (MB). Nephews 
Eugene Baccus
(Shirley), John Baccus Jr.
(Darla), Gary Baccus (Phyl-
lis), Rick Owen (Dallas), 
Rick Baccus (Cindy), Ran-
dall Baccus (Robin), and 
Daniel Smith. Nieces 
Karen Owen Finkler
(Todd), Brenda Owen Mor-
ris (Phillip) and Glenda 
Owen Michelin (Greg).

Evelyn was born and 
raised in Weatherford, 
Texas. She graduated from 
Granbury High School in 
1942, where she met her 
husband.

She loved her family. 
Cooking was her specialty, 
and her famous meringue 
pies were quickly snatched 
up at church bake sales. 
After moving to Sandston, 
Virginia in 1953, she and 
her husband joined Corinth 
United Methodist Church 
where they estab-lished the 
first couples Sunday school 
class. This class became 
very benevo-lent over the 
years, earn-ing money by 
preparing an annual turkey 
dinner en-joyed by the 
community, and organizing 
a yearly yard sale and 
baked goods sale. Her 
Sunday school class was 
instrumental in 
coordinating the building 
of the present day sanctu-
ary. Evelyn remained a 
member there until her 
death.

The visitation and ser-
vice will take place at 
Corinth United Methodist 
Church, Sandston, Va., Sat-
urday, April 29, 2023. The 
family will receive friends 
from noon to 1 p.m. in the 
social hall and the service 
will be held at 1:30 p.m. In 
lieu of flowers and food, 
the family respectfully re-
quests memorials be made 
to: Regional Animal Shel-
ter, 20201 King William 
Road, PO Box 215, King 
William, VA, 23086.

Harold Lee Russell
December 25, 1941 - April 20, 2023

Harold Lee Russell was
born on Dec. 25, 1941 to
Howard and Marion Broth-
erton Russell in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma. Harold
was proud to be born on
the day celebrated as Je-
sus's birthday. When
Harold was two years old,
the family moved to Little
Rock, Arkansas. He attend-
ed the neighborhood Bap-
tist church. When the
church group went to a Bil-
ly Graham Crusade, Harold
accepted Jesus as his sav-
ior. He was later baptized
by Pastor Brother Jack.
Harold attended Little
Rock schools. After high
school, Harold worked for
his father's company,
Sheridan Furniture Manu-
facturing Company. He
traveled in the middle and
north central states for
several years. In 1962,
Harold was introduced to
Patsy Merritt for a blind
date. They dated for a year
then married at Gardner
Methodist Church on June
22, 1963, in North Little
Rock, Arkansas. They
moved to Texas for Harold
to work at the Furniture
Mart and to travel in the
Texas area. Patsy was
hired by Arlington ISD as a
teacher, so they moved to
Arlington. Several months
later, Harold started work-
ing at the Arlington Gener-
al Motors plant where he
worked for forty years. He
retired in 2004. Harold
joined the National Guard
in 1966 and served for six
years. They began their
family and were blessed
with Brad, Chad, and Paige
Ann who was called to Je-
sus in 2018 and has wel-
comed Harold to heaven.
God blessed them again
with the birth of their
grandson, Justin Russell in
1998. They belonged to
the Pantego Bible Church
where Patsy accepted Je-
sus. Harold served as
Chief Ranger of the Chris-
tian Service Boys Brigade
for several years. In 2001,
Harold and Patsy built a
home in Granbury on a
high bluff overlooking the

Bravos River. He loved
fishing, boating, and feed-
ing the deer. Harold was
gifted with mechanical,
and wood working skills
and made many beautiful
items. Harold enjoyed
studying God's word. He
and Patsy enjoyed playing
poker with friends at the
Granbury VFW and Ameri-
can Legion. They also en-
joyed trips to WinStar for
fun and good food. They
are members of the Fellow-
ship at Weatherford
Church where they were
blessed with the fellow-
ship and friendship of
many believers. Harold
went home to Jesus on
April 20, 2023, after a bat-
tle with heart failure.
Harold was preceded in
death by his parents,
grandparents, and his pre-
cious Paige in 2018. Sur-
vivors include his wife of
59 years, Patsy; sons Brad
Russell and his wonderful
wife Diana of Weatherford,
Texas; Chad Russell of
Saginaw, Texas and grand-
son Justin Russell of Mans-
field, Texas. Other sur-
vivors include brothers
Jack Russell of Arlington;
Jerry Russell of Benton,
Arkansas; Frank Russell of
Sherwood, Arkansas; sister
Shirley Bridges of Little
Rock, Arkansas and many
nieces and nephews. A Cel-
ebration of Life service will
be on May 6, 2023, at
11:00 a.m. at The Fellow-
ship at Weatherford
Church 2721 S. Main St. in
Weatherford, Texas.
Memorials may be made to
the church in honor of
Harold.

Michaeleen Meyer Toler
September 29, 1942 - April 20, 2023

Michaeleen Ferstl Meyer
Toler passed away peace-
fully on April 20, 2023 sur-
rounded by family in her
home in Granbury, Texas.

Michaeleen was born in
September, 1942 in Fort
Worth to John Michael Fer-
stl and Frances Cope Fer-
stl. She was an honor grad-
uate of Poly High School
where she was Drum Major
of the Poly Band. She went
on to earn her bachelor's
and master's degrees in
education at Texas Chris-
tian University, and was
the head twirler of the
TCU Horned Frog Band.

Michaeleen and Jerry
Lewis Meyer were married
in 1969 in Fort Worth.
They joined Michaeleen's
parents who owned Ferstl
Inc. making and designing
furniture, and eventually
became lead designer for
Vecta Furniture, a division
of Steelcase. She and Jerry
owned several convienence
stores throughout the Fort
Worth and Burleson area.
She lost Jerry to cancer in
2002.

Michaeleen and Ray Tol-
er were married in 2004 at
the Fort Worth Botanical
Gardens. They moved to
Granbury two years later
and have loved living on
the lake. Michaeleen de-
signed their home which
became a center of activity
for family and friends in-
cluding four weddings.
Michaeleen is survived by

her husband Ray, two
daughters: Holly Gonzalez
and her husband Ron, and
Mikey Rollins and her hus-
band Charlie; stepsons Ray
Toler, Jr. and his wife
Mary, Eric Toler and his
wife Fawne, and Julie Tol-
er, whose husband Bryan
Toler preceded Michaeleen
in death. She is also sur-
vived by 16 grandchildren,
four great-grandchildren,
two sisters: Diana Stock-
dale and Cheryl Merchant,
and nieces and nephews
Michelle, Georgia, Anita,
Leanna, Whitney and John
Michael.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks that you con-
sider a donation to the Ea-
gles Nest Children's Home
in Guatemala.

A memorial service will
be held from 1:00 p.m. to
2:00 p.m. on May 13, 2023
at Acton United Methodist
Church, 3433 Fall Creek
Highway, Granbury TX,
76049.

OBITUARIES

STAY CONNECTED ATHCNEWS.COM

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY

Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.hc-
news.com. Advance payment is required and you 
may do so online when placing the obituary.

Obituaries should come from the funeral home. 
Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified with 
the facility handling the body or the church where 
service will be held. You must provide the contact info 
for verification when submitting the obituary.

The Hood County News deadline for obituaries is 10 
a.m. Monday for the Wednesday paper, and 10 a.m. 
Wednesday for the Saturday paper. Deadlines are 
subject to change during holidays.

Managed Lands Deer Program enrollment 
is open for the 2023–24 hunting season
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department

AUSTIN — Enrollment in 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s Managed 
Lands Deer Program (MLDP) 
opened for the 2023-24 
hunting seaso. Open en-
rollment for the MLDP 
Conservation Option runs 
April 2 through June 15; the 
Harvest Option opens May 1 
and ends Sept. 1.

MLDP is a program in-

tended to foster and support 
sound management and 
stewardship of native wild-
life and habitats on private 
lands in Texas. Deer har-
vest is an important aspect 
of habitat management and 
conservation. Landowners 
enrolled in either the 
MLDP Harvest Option or 
Conservation Option can 
take advantage of extended 
seasons and property-spe-
cific customized harvest 
opportunities.

Fees are charged for 
each enrollment op-
tion. Enrollments and 
fee payments can all be 
made through the Land 
Management Assistance on-
line system at https://lma.
tpwd.state.tx.us/. Payments 
can be made by credit card 
only. The online system will 
require landowners hoping 
to enroll to create an ac-
count and draw a property 
boundary. An email address 
is required for the landowner 

and any designated agents 
the landowner may assign to 
the account.

Enrollment fees for each 
MLDP option are as follows:

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

Perpetual Care Cemetery

and Masoleum

WE OFFER MARKERS 

AND MONUMENTS, 

CEMETERY PLOTS, 

CREMATION GARDENS, 

MAUSOLEUM CRYPTS 

AND NICHES

Call us, or come by, and 

we’ll help you plan ahead 

& save.

(817) 279 - 7270

1909 Weatherford Hwy

Granbury, TX
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Classifieds

1020

Cemetery Lots

One burial lot at Holly Hills Memo-
rial Park’s, almost sold out "Faith

Section" $500.
Call 817-564-1750

1050

Homes for Sale

2090

Trailers

2004 PACE TRAILER Perfect for
hauling. Great cond. 14.6’L x 6’8"W
x 14’4"L. $5500 cash or cashiers
check only. Text 972-333-3118.

5070

Cement/Concrete

SINCE 1970
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Slabs. Driveways. Patios.
Retainer Walls.

Metal Buildings-RV Covers
Licensed & Bonded 817-279-8115

PATTERSON CONCRETE
Quality Work with Pride. Professional

Craftsmanship. 817-219-7483.

5100

Computer Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training
andmore. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial

(817) 579-8450

5110

Construction

CONSTRUCTION CLEAN-UP
& HAULING Lumber, Limbs, Trees

and Household trash.
Call 682-205-6860.

5120

Clock Repair

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIR
Specializing in older clocks

Work guaranteed. 20 yrs exp.
Call anytime, (817) 559-9123

5140

Electrical

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
TECL#22551 50+ years
Residential/Commercial
AZZ-IZZ Enterprizes, LLC

NO JOBS TOO SMALL! (817) 613-
1465, (817) 266-7239

5170

Fencing

DOUG STULTS CONSTRUCTION
Since 1970.

Quality cedar fences.
Redwood patio pergolas.

Licensed & bonded. 817-279-8115

Al's Fencing. *Chain Link, *Barbed
Wire, *Pipe, *Cable, *Field Fence,
*Privacy, *Iron, *Game Fence, *Cat-
tle Pens, *Cattle Guards, built and
installed. *Carports, Fence Repairs,
*Tree Removal, "EntranceWays,

*Construction Clean-Up.
Commercial and residential.

Cell-682-205-6860.

5200

Home Improvement

FREE ESTIMATES
Paint. Power washing. Siding.

Window & door installation. Soffit.
Framing. Pergolas. Porches.

Cleanup. Junk removal. Storage
building. Trim work. Dry wall.
Fences. Concrete & rock work.

817-219-2666

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION
Residential and commercial con-
struction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a
free estimate (817) 905-0983

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY
No job too small! Replace light fix-
tures, ceiling fans, leaky faucets,
new furniture assembly, blind in-
stallation, light carpentry, punch
lists, and other odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair

Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939

Dependable, Affordable Choice!

CONSTRUCTIONWERKS New
construction, remodel,

carpentry, paint, sheetrock, tile,
stone, cement, doors, windows.
Interior, exterior. Commercial,

residential. Insured.
817-363-7656

ALLEN’S HANDYMAN SERVICES
Serving Hood County

817-776-3757

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC

One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting

A+ BBB Member
Accepting Credit Cards

snodgrasspaintingremodeling.com
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

Jason's Handyman Service
Fencing, carpentry, painting,
sheet rock, tile, doors, light fix-
tures, fan installation andmore.

(817) 903-2217

CONSTRUCTION
Trench digging, Bobcat work, Land
clearing, Brush Hog mowing, Tree
work, Excavating, Trench Digging,
Gravel driveways, Demo and haul-off.
Free estimates. Call Keith 817-559-
0100

RELIABLE AND PROMPT
Home remodeling and handyman
services. Please check out our
website. Residential, Insured.

Rumneyhomeimprovements.com
(817) 559-9802

5210

Home Services

NO KILL BEE REMOVAL
AND RELOCATION

Call Allen
817-776-3757

MDDMDESIGN &MANAGEMENT
GROUP LLC Residential plans for
custom homes, additions & remod-
els. mdixon@mddmgroup.com
Mike Dixon, 817-559-1686

Decordova-House for sale by owner.
3BR/2BA, 2300 sq ft. 210 ft golf course

frontage on #3 hole. $425,000.
(817) 326-4385.

1140

Open Houses

1510

Apartments for Rent

2bd - 1 bth Downstairs
No Pets - No W&D Connections
Laundry Room on property
$700/mo + $700 deposit

682-279-4228

2BR 1 BA APT - GRANBURY-ACTON
Fenced backyard, Carport, W/D
hook-up. Quite parklike setting. Pet
possible. Leave phone message. No
texting. $1,200/mo (682) 205-3079

1540

Homes for Rent

3BR SINGLE FAMILY HOME -
GRANBURY 3 BR/2 BA, Single Fami-
ly Home, Large fenced Backyard, all
SS Appliances email or text for de-
tails. 1680 sq ft. $1,950/mo (817)
894-9599 dbarnett10@msn.com

Single Family Home, 2bdr 1 bath,
new carpet, fresh paint, $500 de-
posit, $850 mo. No pets, no smok-
ing. 682-500-5543.

1550

Mobiles for Rent

GRANBURY Mobile Home, 3/1 for rent.
$750 a month, $750 deposit. Front
gate in OTS. (817) 894-6800

1580

Spaces & Lots

Lake lot, RV ready, lake access, for
lease. 817-320-0529.

2010

Automobiles

2001 F150 Super Crew V8 Triton 4X4,
runs great, needs transmission work.
$3000 See at 3006 Sycamore Ct (682)
260-8120 (682)500-8782

2070

Pickups & SUVs

1936 CHEVROLET 1.5 ton flatbed.
More pics and video on Classic Au-
totrader. By Owner, $17,500 (817)
219-9906
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Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm

Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday

Saturday issue, 10am Thursday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers

Free classified ads. Miscellaneous 

items up to $100. Some restrictions 

apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 

vehicle for only $59.95. The ad will run 

until it sells or up to 2 months.

Classi�ed Advertising Cost
Classified ads for the Wednesday & 

Saturday editions are $16 per week 

for 4 lines for less. Each 

additional line is $2.25. Your ad will 

also appear on www.hcnews.com 

during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to check their 

ad immediately after it 

appears in the paper and report at 

once any error found. Claims for 

adjustment should be made at that 

time. The Hood County News is 

responsible for an incorrect ad only 

the first time it runs, so check your 

ads carefully.

817-573-7066

CLASSIFIEDS DIRECTORY

Real Estate for Sale

1010 Acreage for Sale
1020 Cemetery Lots
1030 Commercial for Sale
1040 Duplexes for Sale
1050 Homes for Sale
1060 Waterfront Homes
1070 Lots for Sale
1080 Mobiles for Sale
1090 Waterfront Mobiles
1100 Real Estate Notes
1110 Townhomes & Condos
1120 Property For Trade
1130 Want To Buy

Real Estate for Rent

1510 Apartments for Rent
1520 Commercial for Rent
1530 Duplexes for Rent
1540 Homes for Rent
1550 Mobiles for Rent
1560 Rooms for Rent
1570 Roommates Wanted
1580 Spaces & Lots
1590 Townhomes & Condos
1600 Want to Rent

Vehicles

2010 Automobiles
2020 Parts & Accessories
2030 Big Trucks & Trailers
2040 Classic Automobiles

2050 Four-Wheel Drive
2060 Motorcycles
2070 Pickups & SUVs
2080 Vans & Campers
2090 Trailers
2095 Heavy Equipment

Farm & Ranch

3010 Corrals & Fencing
3020 Farm Equipment
3030 Feed & Pasture
3040 Stock Trailers
3050 Related Items

Finance

4010 Business Opportunities
4020 Insurance
4030 Investments
4040 Mortgages & Notes

Home & Business Services

5010 Adult/Elderly Care
5020 A/C Heating Repair
5030 Appliance  Repair
5040 Automotive Services
5050 Bulldozer Services
5060 Business Services
5065 Carports
5070 Cement/Concrete
5075 Chimney Sweeping
5080 Child Care
5090 Cleaning Services
5100 Computer Services

5110 Construction
5120 Clock Repair
5130 Dock repair/Rebuild 
5140 Electrical
5150 Electronics Repair
5160 Exterminating
5170 Fencing
5180 Floor Coverings
5190 Health Care
5200 Home Improvement
5210 Home Services
5220   Landscaping/Tree Service
5230 Interior Design
5240 Masonry
5250 Mobile Home Service
5260 Moving/Hauling
5265 Plumbing
5270 Sand/Gravel/Soil
5280 Roofing
5290 Painting
5295 Pressure Washing
5300 Septic/Sewer
5310 Small Engine Repair
5320 Secretarial/Office
5330 Storage
5340 Tractor Service
5350 Welding

Sports & Recreation

6010 Boats & Water Sports
6020 Recreation
6030 Golf
6040 Guns
6050 Hunting/Fishing
6060 Pools & Spas

6070 RV’s/Travel Trailers
6080 Sporting Goods

Merchandise

6510 Antiques
6520 Appliances
6530 Arts & Crafts
6540 Building Materials
6550 Computers
6560 Electronics
6570 Firewood
6580 Furniture
6590 Health
6600 Air Conditioners
6610 Lawn Equipment
6620 Miscellaneous
6630 Musical Instruments
6635 Pocket Stuffers
6640 Portable Buildings
6650 Tools
6660 Trees
6670 Wanted

Education

7010 Tutor/Instruction
7020 Music
7030 Computer
7040 Art Instruction

Livestock & Pets

8010 Livestock
8020 Livestock Lost & Found
8030 Pets
8040 Pets Lost & Found

Employment

8510 General
8520 Construction
8530 Food Services
8540 Medical/Dental
8550 Office Employment
8560 Professional
8570 Sales
8580 Salon Personnel
8590 Employment Wanted
8600 Employment Information
8610 Carpool Information

Notices

9010 Happy Notes
9020 Free
9030 Public Notices
9040 Notices
9050 Personal Lost & Found
9070 Card of Thanks

Public Sales

9570  Auctions
9580  Flea Markets
9590  Out of Town Sales
Cresson Garage Sales 76035
Granbury Garage Sales 76048
Granbury Garage Sales 76049
Lipan  Garage Sales 76462
Tolar  Garage Sales 76476

Business Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8am-5pm
Friday, 8am-1pm

Deadlines
Wednesday issue, 10am Monday
Saturday issue, 10am Wednesday

Special Offers
Pocket Stuffers
Free classified ads. 
Miscellaneous items up to $100. 
Some restrictions apply.

Wheels & Deals
Place your ad with photo of your 
vehicle for only $59.95. the ad 
will run until it sells or up to 2 
months.

Place your ad online at 
www.hcnews.com, call 
817-573-7066, or visit us at 
1501 S. Morgan St.

Classified Advertising 
Cost
Classified ads for the 
Wednesday & Saturday edi-
tions are $16 per week for 4 
lines or less. Each additional 
line is $2.25. Your ad will also 
appear on www.hcnews.com 
during the ad run.

Error Responsibility
Customers are asked to 
check their ad immediately 
after it appears in the paper 
and report at once any error 
found. Claims for adjustment 
should be made at that time. 
The Hood County News is 
responsible for an incorrect 
ad only the first time it runs, 
so check your ads carefully

 REAL ESTATE
 FOR SALE

Call: (817) 964-9645

Come join our tour of homes, in Tolar and Bluff Dale, TX! 3
-5 bedrooms, 2-3.5, baths all these properties are on
LAND! Get your stamped card at #1 property and continue
tour to place your card in the drawing pot for prizes! Start
at 6700 Paluxy Hwy to get your information!

TOLAR AND BLUFF DALE,TX

MULTI OPEN HOUSE April 29 From 12:00 PM to 4:00
PM

10
50 Greg Willis, Broker. Call: (817) 894-1013.

Granbury's Original Full Service $avings Realtor!
26 Years Experience!
Over 1450 Homes Sold!
Broker & Company Born in Granbury!
Over 275 5-Star Reviews at WillisReviews.com

Texas Real Estate Savings

BestListingRate.com

10
50 Scott Ashford Real Estate, LLC 682-444-3700

It's your hard earned equity in your home! Why not keep
more of it! I offer full service Real Estate without the 6%
fee. You still get professional photos, drone photos,
lockbox, sign, extensive advertising, and at least 1 open
house! Top 10 Realtor in Hood County since 2015!

Full Service Real Estate - No 6% Fee!

4% Is All You Pay For Real Estate!

10
50 Text me if interested 512-466-4206, asking 550,000. Nego.

3-2 ranch style, on lake, 2-car attached carport w/ 400
square foot storage room w/ electricity. Fenced in back
yard, stone walkway to 3-stall boat house w/ electric boat
lifts. Large back porch. CH/A, w/ butane fireplace. Needs
cosmetic upgrades, interior painting, new carpet, etc.

3-2-2CP ranch style home on lake

617 Aqua Vista Dr

10
50 $380,000 Contact Lee Overstreet, Agent 817-219-5246

convenient location on the Fort Worth side of town. Open
and airy floor plan with large kitchen island, walk-in
pantry, 4 bedrooms with split arrangement, 2 baths and
oversize garage. Covered patio, sprinkler system, wood
privacy fencing. Shows well. Winston Properties, LLC.

Very nice one-owner, brick home in a

GEMSTONE ESTATES

1050

Homes for Sale

1050

Homes for Sale
1050

Homes for SaleDeliver your 
ads to 

thousands 
twice a week!

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds!

Hood County News
817-573-7066

Find Contractors,

Service Technicians,

Landscapers, 

Plumbers,

Electritians,

Mechanics,

Carpenters,

Painters,

and more in the

CLASSIFIEDS
www.hcnews.com

1140

Open Houses

stay connected — hcnews.com

REAL ESTATE
 FOR RENT

VEHICLES

classifieds.hcnews.com

 HOME & 
 BUSINESS
  SERVICES

Subscribe Today!

817-573-7066
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5220

Landscaping/Tree 
Service

SPEEDY LAWN CARE
Lawnmowing, edging

&mulching. Tree trimming
& removal. 817-559-5152

SHORT CUT LAWN CARE
Tree and Bush trimming.
Flowerbed Maintenance.
Brush hauling, weedeat,

blowing, mowing, leaf cleanup.
Call or text for free estimate.

817-736-5671

JOSE LAWN CARE mowing, tree re-
moval limbs, weeding. Also, clean-
up, painting concrete & trim car-
penter. Free est. Jose (817) 538-
6297

SUPERIOR LAWN CARE
Serving Hood County more than 8
years with 19 years Exp. Profession-
al, dependable, competitive prices.
Free estimates. (817)395-3490

Tree work, gutters. Flower beds,
shrubs. Brush hogging, tractor work.
Senior discounts. 817-793-2245

TEXAS TREE CARE
Proudly serving Hood County
longer than any other tree service.
Third generation arborist. Pruning,
removals, sick tree diagnoses, root
zone fertilization, Oak Wilt injec-
tions, stump grinding, tree hazard
inspection and mistletoe removal.
We are your tree care professionals.
Free estimates and senior discount.
Residential & Commercial, Free Es-
timates.

(817) 894-9449
TexasTreeCare@yahoo.com

JASON’S LAWN SERVICES
Mow, edge, weed-eating, tree &
shrub trimming, fence repair.
Small Yards starting at $20.
Acre yards starting at $50.
Call Jason (817) 903-2217

LANDSCAPING AND TREE SERVICES
Greenscape Granbury. We are a lo-
cal, veteran owned company, pro-
viding services for your lawn. We
offer landscape design, new veg-
etable garden creation, tree prun-
ing, mowing and fertilization,
stump removal, and much more.
Visit our website, email us, or call
the phone number shown. Our
rates are low! References are avail-
able. Residential & Commercial.
www.greenscapellc.com (682) 500-
5281 sales@greenscapellc.com

CUT DEALS LAWN CARE
I mow small to regular size lawns.

Small lawn $30-$35
Regular size lawn $40-$50

Mow, weedeat and clean up. Serv-
ing all of Granbury & Acton. If price
is an issue I will match or beat com-
petitors by $5. Call or text (817)881
-6722 www.cutdealslawncare.com

Riding lawn mower repairs. Free pick-
up/delivery available in Granbury area.
Will buy riding lawn mowers, running

or not. 817-736-6511.

5240

Masonry

AFFORDABLE ROCKWORK *Side-
walks *RetainingWalls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces

No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

5260

Moving/Hauling

HAULING & CLEAN-OUTS Usually
same or next day service, no job
too large or small. Free Estimates.

We take all credit cards.
Call 817-566-4785

5260

Plumbing

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK
Clean-outs, French Drains, and
French Pit. Free Estimates.
We take all credit cards.

Call 817-566-4785

5270

Sand/Gravel/Soil

SAND AND GRAVEL
Will haul sand, gravel, top soil,

road base, etc.
Call Carroll, (817) 219-2436

6070

RV’s/Travel Trailers

1998, 29’ Citation (needs new roof),
12’ slide out. $3300 OBO. 817-776-
0005.

6580

Furniture

Bernina sewing machine in cabinet
with carrying case $125. Solid
wood oval kitchen table with 2
leaves & 4 chairs $150. Wooden
bookcase 6ft tall X 3 ft wide $100.
Hall tree with storage $125. 4 an-
tique tables in excellent shape
$150 each-round table, sofa table,
square decorative table, rectangle
decorative table. China cabinet,
$150. 3 antique table lamps $15
each. Antique pole lamp $20.
(817)279-0456

6620

Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM: We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

FRESH ROASTED COFFEE
Roasted in Tolar, TX Medium &
Dark Coffee Whole Bean or Ground.

Unique Coffee Blends like Bourbon
Barrel Aged & BBQ Smoked
order: whiskeymorningcoffee.com
or (817) 243-6882

Camillus Buck Deer "American
Wildlife" Series pocket knife in orig-
inal box with blade sharpener.
$150 negotiable. Call or text

(512)466-4206

GARAGE CLEAN OUT
Exercise equipment, fishing equip-
ment including rods, reels, lures
and rod stand. Golf clubs, men’s
work and cowboy boots, deep

freezer, mini fridge and lots more.
Text or call (512)466-4206.

8030

Pets

JULIE’S DOG HOUSE GROOMING
Very Reasonable; Senior Discount

(817) 408-5288
wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550Weatherford Highway,

Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

8040

Pets Lost & Found

IF YOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,

please contact
Hood County Animal Control,

1550Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.

817-573-4277

8510

General

GUTTER INSTALLERS
Must have current DL.
Experience preferred.

Immediate openings available.
Call: (817) 243-6560

SEASONAL PART TIME POOL ATTEN-
DENTS NEEDED for May - September.
Call Comanche Cove OA 817-573-
7822.

HOUSEKEEPING needed at North
Central Texas Academy. Please pick
up an application at our front gate

located at 3846 N. Hwy 144,
Granbury, TX,

or download from our website,
northcentraltexasacademy.org.

The Hood County News is hiring
responsible, committed part
time help in our insert room.

Flexible times and hours.

Competitive pay and
great work environment.

Please apply at
1501 S. Morgan St.

Come join the
Hood County News team!

COOK, DIETARY AIDE NEEDED Apply in
person at Harbor Lakes, 1300 E 2nd St,
Granbury. Only responsible, hardwork-
ing, self-motivated.

Lake Granbury Harbor is looking for a
part time maintenance person to join
our team. This person must have gen-
eral maintenance knowledge. Tractor
and mower experience is a plus. Con-
tact us at 817-573-6171 or 817-771-
0825. Leave us a message and we will
return your call ASAP.

Full time job openings, courtesy
gate/courtesy patrol/maintenance.
Pick up job application at front
gate. 2001 Steepleridge Cir.

Canyon Creek POA.

8540

Medical/Dental

8560

Professional

North Central Texas Academy is
seeking elementary teacher, high
school English teacher, chemistry/
math teacher, assistant volleyball
coach and assistant basketball

coach. Full and part time positions
available.

Apply at https://www.northcentralt
exasacademy.org/about-hhfa/em-
ployment/teacher-application/

9020

Free

JUNK REMOVAL We offer cleanup and
haul off services. From metal to whole
house clean outs. Affordable rates fast
service (817) 578-5510

9031

Public Notices

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Judy Annette Mayfield, Deceased,
were issued on March 29, 2023, in
Cause No. P09973, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas.
All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time
and in the manner prescribed by law.

Amy Thalia Jeffreys.
c/o: Mauerhan & Associates P.C.
1501 Southeast Parkway
Azle, Texas 76020

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS: To all persons
interested in the Estates Of PATSY LEE
MACLEOD, Cause No. P09743, County
Court of Hood County, Texas.
SARAH FLORES (MACLEOD) in the

above numbered and entitled estate
filed an Application To Determine
Heirship and declare who are the heirs
and the only heirs of the said Estate of
PATSY LEE MACLEOD, deceased, and
their respective shares and interests in
this Estate.
Said application will be heard and

acted on by said court at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the first Monday next after the
expiration of ten days from date of
publication of this citation, at the
County Courthouse in Granbury,
Texas.
All persons interested in said estate

are hereby cited to appear before said
Honorable Court at above mentioned
time and place by filing a written an-
swer contesting such application
should they desire to do so.
Given under my hand and seal of

said court at office in Granbury, Texas
this 25th day of April, 2023.
KATIE LANG
Hood County Clerk
P.O. Box 339
Hood County, Texas 76048
By /s/ CHRISTINE LEDERMANN, Deputy
Clerk

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Barna Allen Richards, Deceased, were
issued on April 12, 2023, under Docket
No. P09975, pending in the County
Court of Hood County, Texas to Zo-
tyne Almond Richards.
Claims may be presented in care of

the attorney for the estate, addressed
as follows:
Representative,
Estate of Barna Allen Richards
c/o Robin C. Crow
CROW-HENLEY LAW PLLC
9203 Plantation Dr., Ste. 3
Granbury TX 76049
All persons having claims against the

estate, which is currently being ad-
ministered, are required to present
them within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law.
Dated April 25, 2023
By Robin C. Crow
Attorney for Applicant

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Sharon Ann Steele, Deceased, were is-
sued on December 21, 2022, under
Docket No. P09793, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas
to Sandy Gates Bugbee and Becky
Hurlbut.
Claims may be presented in care of

the attorney for the estate, addressed
as follows:
Representative,
Estate of Sharon Ann Steele c/o Robin
C. Crow
CROW-HENLEY LAW PLLC
9203 Plantation Dr., Ste. 3
Granbury TX 76049
(682) 205-1243
rcrow@crowhenleylaw.com
All persons having claims against the

estate, which is currently being ad-
ministered, are required to present
them within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law.
Dated April 25, 2023
By Robin C. Crow
Attorney for Applicant

Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048
Granbury 76048

Garage Sales 76048

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY Clothing,
craft items & household items
Fri Apr 28th and Sat Apr 29th

8am to 2pm
805 W Bluff St, Granbury TX 76048

MOVING SALE One day only! Sat, April
29, 8am-8pm. Tools, household, cloth-
ing, furniture, etc. Everything must go!
744 N Crockett.

GARAGE SALE: GRANBURY 2300 Club
Dr- Canyon Creek POA Spring garage
sale. April 28th-30th. 8am-5pm

YARD SALE: GRANBURY 806 Tahiti Dr-
Furniture, kitchen stuff, household
items/decor, clothes, kayak...Fri & Sat,
April 28-29, 8am-4pm

MOVING SALE: GRANBURY
1105 Penrod Dr

Saturday April 29 - 9 am until every-
thing’s gone. Trundle bed, swivel rock-
ers, large wood frame mirror, small

storage cabinets, retail supplies & dis-
plays, old projectors & radios. In the

garage, rain or shine.

YARD SALE: GRANBURY Three Multi-
family Community Yard Sale: 401 E
Pearl St Upper & Lower Parking Lots,
1520 Crawford St & 905 Paluxy Rd.
Rain or Shine. Saturday April 29th,
8:30 am-1:30 pm.

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

1210 North Fork Rd- Household decor,
clothes, yard decorations, something
for everyone. Fri 4/28 - Sun 4/30, 8-6.

2200 Cobblestone Ct.- Fri. 4/28 8am-
4pm & Sat. 4/29 8am-12pm. Refrigera-
tor, patio furniture, furniture, dishes,
RV supplies, tools, electronics, books.

MOVING SALE: GRANBURY 8816 Cle-
burne Hwy, Granbury 76049- Items for
Sale are Washer/Dryer, Round Kitchen
Table w/4 chairs, Dining Room Table
w/6 chairs, 1 Couch/Loveseat & Ot-
toman, Large TV, various Side Tables.
Please call Richard 817.894.5057 to
schedule a viewing of items. Rain or
Shine.

GARAGE SALE 4620 Stoney Creek Ct-
April 28-29, 9am-3pm, Furniture, tools,
decor, clothes, wedding decor and
dresses.

Tolar 76476

Garage Sales 76476

2 Family Sale. 5204 Shaw Rd. Off 377
W between Granbury & Tolar. Clothes,
household, decor, misc. Fri & Sat 4/28
& 4/29, 7-6.

 SPORTS &
 RECREATION

 MERCHANDISE

 LIVESTOCK 
 & PETS 

stay connected — hcnews.com

 EMPLOYMENT

NOTICES

 
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID 

CITY OF GRANBURY 
 
The City of Granbury (Owner) will receive sealed Bids for the Knox 1 Ground Storage Tank 
Improvements, until 2:00 p.m. local time on Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at the Granbury Service Center, 
located at 401 N. Park Street, Granbury, Texas 76048.  At that time the Bids will be publicly opened and 
read. 
 
Bids shall be addressed to the City of Granbury, 401 N. Park Street, Granbury, Texas 76048, attn: Chester 
Nolen, Public Works Director.  Bidding Documents and Contract Documents, including Drawings and 
Technical Specifications, may be examined at: 
 
ENPROTEC / HIBBS & TODD, INC.    ENPROTEC / HIBBS & TODD, INC. 
1310 WEATHERFORD HIGHWAY, STE. 116   402 CEDAR STREET 
GRANBURY, TEXAS 76048     ABILENE, TEXAS 79601 
 
Bidding Documents and Contract Documents including Drawings and Technical Specifications are 
available from the engineer via CivCast. 
 
Please visit www.civcastusa.com 
 
Each Bid shall be accompanied by a Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter 
into a proper Contract and execute Bonds on the forms provided in the Contract Documents.  Bid sureties 
will be returned to all but the three lowest acceptable bidders within ten days after the opening of Bids.  
Remaining bid sureties will be returned in accordance with Item No. 102.13 of the Standard Specifications 
for Public Works Construction North Central Texas. 
 
The surety company providing the Bid Bond must conform to the same requirements for surety companies 
providing Performance and Maintenance Bonds, and Payment Bonds described below. 
 
The successful bidder must furnish Performance and Payment Bonds on the forms furnished with the 
Contract Documents in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total Contract price, from a surety 
company holding a permit from the State of Texas to act as surety.  The surety company must have a 
minimum Best’s Key Rating of “B” or better.  The surety company, the agency and agent issuing the 
Performance and Maintenance Bond and Payment Bond must be authorized to issue such bonds in Texas 
in an amount equal to or greater than the total contract price. 
 
 
 
Date Issued: April 29, 2023  
By:  Mr. Chester Nolan, Public Works Director 
  City of Granbury 

9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices
9031

Public Notices

On April 25, 2023, the Cresson City
Council adopted Ordinance No. 2023-
001, amending the Cresson Zoning Or-
dinance by changing the zoning of
1.440 acres described as Lot 1, Block 1
of the B.B.B.&C. R.R. Co. addition to the
City of Cresson, Parker County, Texas,
from Rural Residential "RR," to
Planned Development "PD," and pro-
viding that any person, firm or corpo-
ration who violates the ordinance
shall be fined not more than Two
Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each
offense; each day that a violation is
permitted to exist is a separate of-
fense.

PUBLIC SALES

Find us on 
Facebook.

facebook.com/hcnews

Keep up with 

up-to-the-minute 

happenings in Hood 

County using one of 

today’s greatest 

social media sites.

Granbury 76049

Garage Sales 76049

817-573-7066
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TO SUBMIT 

CALENDAR  ITEMS

 Information should be sub-

mitted at least two weeks 

prior to the event for con-

sideration.  The Community 
Calendar is a free listing in the 
Hood County News to inform 

readers of programs, spe-
cial meetings and nonprofit 
events. The event should be 

open to the public and free to 
attend. Email the who, what, 
when and where. Include the 
meeting location and a street 
address for the location. The 
topic for the meeting, pro-

gram or guest speaker must 
be included. Email to calen-
dar@hcnews.com. Calendar 

information runs in chrono-
logical order as space is avail-

able.

 SATURDAY, APRIL 29

HOOD COUNTY Library will 
hold a ribbon cutting and lo-
cal resources fair on Saturday, 
April 29 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
library located at 222 North 
Travis in Granbury. There will 
be popcorn, a bounce house, 
yard games and more.

MAY
TUESDAY, MAY 2

OPERA GUILD of Granbury 

monthly meeting/luncheon 
will take place on May 2 at 
DeCordova Country Club 
located at 5301 Country Club 
Dr. Social/Check-in 10:30 
a.m. Entertainment/Meet-
ing 11:00 a.m. Matt Beutner, 
Granbury Theatre Academy 
Director and some of the 
Academy Students, Student 
Actors will be preforming a 
few theater showtunes and 
some jazz. Noon Buffet Lunch 
optional ($18), no lunch, $5 
includes water, coffee, or tea. 
Reservations required no 
later than April 28, contact 
granburyog@gmail.com  or 
817-776-2898. General Mem-
bership, single $25.00 joint 
$35.00 Business Member-
ship $35.00. The guild is an 
all-volunteer organization 
whose mission is to support 
the Granbury Opera House 
and its allied arts.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3

LAKE GRANBURY Art As-
sociation’s Hood County stu-
dent art exhibit will take place 
on May 3-20, 2023 Art teach-
ers, please bring your stu-
dents’ artwork to the Shanley 
house located at 224 N. Travis 
Street (across from the Hood 
County Library) on Saturday, 
April 29 1:00-4:00 p.m. or Sun-
day, April 30 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
The work will be hung up for 
exhibit on June 2, 2023. The 
reception will be held on May 
20, 2:00-4:00 p.m. for the stu-
dents, their families, friends, 
and the public. All are invited 
to attend. Questions? Contact 
loyd.barbara@gmail.com

THURSDAY, MAY 4

LAKE GRANBURY Newcom-
ers Club will have a meeting 
on Thursday, May 4, 2023, 
at the De Cordova Bend 
Country Club located at 5301 
Country Club Drive in Gran-
bury. Social hour will begin 
at 9 a.m. and the meeting will 
start at 10:15 a.m. Reserva-
tions are required by noon on 
Friday, April 28, 2023. We will 
be announcing the recipients 
of the three female seniors 
from Hood County for the 
LGNC Scholarships and an-
nounce the recipients of the 
five nonprofit organizations 
that will receive a donation 
from LGNC. There will also be 
a presentation from the own-
er of B Blumen Flower Farm.

FRIDAY, MAY 5

FRIENDS OF the Library is 
having a $1.00 Book Sale on 
May 5 and 6 from 9 a.m. until 
5 p.m. each day at the Friends 
of the Library bookstore lo-
cated at 222 N Travis St. All 
proceeds from the sale go 
directly to the Hood County 
Library. For more information 
contact is Ann Jalbert, fol-
hoodcounty@gmail.com.

MELODY BELLES singers 
present a Spring Concert, 
“Down Memory Lane”. The 
concert will take place on Fri-
day May 5, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Langdon Center Concert Hall 
located at 308 E. Bridge St. 
Event is free to the public. Do-
nations welcome.  Call (817) 
326-2687, for information.

SATURDAY, MAY 6

SPRING PICNIC and Schol-
arship Fundraisers benefit-
ting GISD Seniors will take 
place on Saturday May 6 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Park Pavilion located at Pearl 
Street in Granbury. This event 
is sponsored by the Hood 
County Democratic Club and 
the Texas Democratic Wom-
en. The public is invited to a 
Family Picnic and BBQ Lunch. 
Adults $15 and children $5. 
Entertainment Pirates vs 
Hollywood. All proceeds will 
benefit GISD Scholarships. 
For more information call 817-
776-3724.

ACTON CEMETERY Annual 
Meeting will take place on 
May 6, 2023 at First National 
Bank of Granbury located 
at 3000 Fall Creek Highway 
76049. Any lot owners are 
welcome to come. Bring a 
covered dish. We will start at 
11:00 a.m. with lunch then the 
meeting will follow.

HONORING OUR Firefight-
ers is a ceremony taking 
place on Saturday, May 6 and 
is organized by Friends of 
Memorial Lane to come and 
say “thank you” to these he-
roes. The ceremony begins 
at 10 a.m. and will be held 
at the Jim Burks Firefighters 
Memorial Part located at 561 
N. Travis in Granbury. Please 
arrive by 9:30 a.m. and shuttle 
or walk over to the park. 
There will be refreshments 
furnished by VFDSupport 
Brigade, and there will be hel-
mets for kids. Members of the 
nine Hood County Stations 
will be honored and recog-
nized and “Firefighters of the 
Year”. A special firefighter flag 
will be presented to Judge 
Massingill to be displayed at 
the courthouse in honor of all 
firefighters that fought some 
big fires this past couple of 
years. Everyone is invited. For 
more information call 817-
308-7427.

MONDAY, MAY 8

THE NORTH Central Texas 
Civil War Roundtable will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
May 8, at Spring Creek Bar-
B-Que located at 317 E. Hwy 
377. The program will be 
presented by Dr. Curt Fields, 
who will be dressed as Union 
General Ulysses S. Grant, and, 

as General Grant, will discuss 
some of his experiences dur-
ing the war. Dr. Fields has spo-
ken to the group before and 
presents a program that you 
will not want to miss. Visitors 
are welcome, and there is no 
charge for first-time attend-
ees.  For more information, 
visit our website at http://
www.ncentexcwrt.com. 

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC Wom-
en of Hood County monthly 
meeting will take place on 
May 8 at 11:00 a.m. at Spring 
Creek Barbeque located at 
317 E. Hwy 377, Granbury. The 
guest speaker will be local 
author and historian Melinda 
Ray. She will talk about the 
founding families of Hood 
County and their democratic 
values. For more information 
call 254-716-5195.

LGAA WILL hold its monthly 
meeting on Monday, May 8 
at 6 p.m. There will also be a 
two-day workshop May 9 and 
10 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost 
to attend is $160 for members 
and $180 for non-members. 
There is no supply fee. Regis-
ter at lgaaworkshop@gmail.
com

TUESDAY, MAY 9

THE SALVATION Army 
Women’s Auxiliary of Hood 
County May 9 at De Cordova 
Bend Country Club located at 
5301 Country Club Dr. Meet 
and Greet starts at 10 a.m. 
and meeting & presentation 
will begin at 10:30 a.m. The 
program will be Founder’s 
Party & Installation of 2023-
2024 Officers. Chloe Stein-
hagen, Founder of Women’s 
Service League/SAWA will 
share personal stories of the 
history and inspirations be-
hind SA and SAWA. Lunch will 
be served at 11:30 a.m. The 
menu will be Chicken breast 
stuffed with wild rice & mush-
rooms, sides, and dessert. 
Please bring $20.00 cash for 
lunch. RSVP by to saauxilia-
ryofhoodcounty@gmail.com 
to attend meeting only or 
meeting and luncheon.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

, CFP®, AAMS™ 

6-month 4.45

1-year 4.60

4.353-month

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/25/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to 
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose 
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all 
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by 
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

, CFP®, AAMS™ 

Taylor A. Mobly 
Financial Advisor

401 Temple Hall Hwy Ste3
Granbury, TX 76049
817-268-9137

Ty Andrew
Financial Advisor

716 E Hwy 377
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-0488

Chad C. Carroll, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

2007 Rockview Dr.
Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-6115

Tony Mobly, CFP®, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

510 W Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-6917
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

, CFP®, AAMS™ 

6-month 5.00

1-year 5.05

4.903-month

CALENDAR

CASACASA Every child deserves a Every child deserves a 

chance...it’s you!chance...it’s you!

Every day people making a difference

A CASA (Court Appoionted Special Advocate) 

is a trained community volunteer who is 

appointed by a judge to advocate for the 

best interests of an abused or neglected 

child.

New classes begin in May

Contact Justin Rossner Contact Justin Rossner 
at 682-936-4838

APPLY HERE!

Congratulations on 
your achievements! 
Remember to take 
life just one pitch at a 
time!

We are so proud of 
you!

Grandma & Granpa

Joey

2 col. x 4” ad (actual size)

$55.
00

includes colorincludes color

Class of 2023

ATTENTION
Parents, Grandparents, & Loved Ones

Tell your special graduates 

how proud you are of 

them in the special section 
“Class of 2023” to be 

published in the Hood 

County News May 24, 

2023 and distributed at the 

graduation ceremony.Scan this QR code 

to get started!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE

May 8, 2023

HCNEWS.COM
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Granbury Home StatsGranbury Home Stats

It's Time to List Yours,It's Time to List Yours,
Call the Experts.Call the Experts.  

 407 407    Active ListingsActive Listings
  183183   Under Contract   Under Contract
 395 395  Closed This year  Closed This year
$205$205  Average Price per Sq. Ft.   Average Price per Sq. Ft. 
      7171   Average Days on Market   Average Days on Market
     59  59  Waterfront Sales This Year Waterfront Sales This Year
      4949  Waterfront Active Listings  Waterfront Active Listings
$308$308  Waterfront Price Per Sqft.  Waterfront Price Per Sqft.

All Statistical Information was obtained from the North Texas Real Estate Information System 
(NTREIS) for sales in Hood County between 01/01/2023 - 04/26/2023. Information is deemed to 

be reliable but not guaranteed. 

This year’s prompt:

WHAT JUNETEENTH
MEANS TO

ALL AMERICANS

Miss Opal Lee
Grandmother of Juneteenth

“NONE OF US ARE FREE,

UNTIL ALL OF US ARE FREE.”

Deadline to submit

MAY 1, 2023
Please forward all submissions to

sam@hcnews.com

HIGH SCHOOL
1st Place ...................$100
2nd Place ...................$75
3rd Place ................... $50

500 max word count

MIDDLE SCHOOL
1st Place .....................$75
2nd Place .................. $50
3rd Place ....................$25

350 max word count

Contestents must be a middle or high school 
student residing in Hood County & also attach a 
cover sheet that includeds their Name, School, 

Grade, Phone Number, Email Address,
Mailing Address, and their Parent’s Name.

F
or the first quarter of 
2023 in Hood County, 
there were 296 closed 
“Residential Sales” 

compared to 355 for the same 
period in 2022. With inven-
tories up more than 168% 
over last year, this could be 
perceived as a sign of gloom 
and doom looming on the 
horizon. Fewer sales, more 
houses on the market, sounds 
foreboding at best, but the 
truth is the market is still 
very good. In fact, the median 
price range for Hood County 
is up approximately 9% over 
last year’s first quarter. 

If you dig a little deeper, 
you will find that the increas-
es are primarily happening in 
homes priced between $200-
$400K. Obviously, the great-
est demand for housing is 
within those affordable prices 
so it makes sense that some 
modest price inflation would 
continue to occur. 

Bidding wars, while still 
happening, are fewer and far-
ther between than last year, 
and while that may disap-
point some sellers, keep in 
mind the opportunities it 
presents. You can now sell 
your existing home at an ex-

ceptionally good price and 
then purchase a new home 
without having to offer to 
throw in your first-born child 
and an extra $100K. 

Waterfront sales have al-
most doubled this year over 
the last, primarily because 
there are three times as many 
lake homes for sale. But again, 
the good news is prices are 
holding steady and in some 
instances are slightly higher.

So why are so many people 
concerned about the future 
of Real Estate? One obvi-
ous answer is interest rates. 
With each rate increase, 
REALTORS® get a little grayer 
and gain a few more worry 
lines. But the fact is, today’s 
rates really are not that bad. 
We had a great run of rates 
as low as 2%, averaging well 
below 5%, but consider this … 
In 1970 the average house-
hold income was $9,870 and 
the average interest rate for 
a 30-year fixed mortgage was 
7.31%. In 2023 the Household 
Income is being estimated 
at $79,405, an almost 700% 
increase over the 70s, and an 
average 6.34% mortgage rate, 
which is 15% LESS than it was 
53 years ago. All things con-

sidered; 6-7% mortgage rates 
really aren’t that bad. 

So, what are the negatives? 
More houses coming onto the 
market means more compe-
tition, which in turn means 
prices will continue to level 
off and it will take a little lon-
ger to sell. Buyers are enjoy-
ing the luxury of multiple 
choice for the first time in a 
long time and sellers are go-
ing to need to be prepared to 
do a little more negotiating 
than in years past.

None of these things would 
have been considered devas-
tating before the wild ride we 
were on in recent years. I be-
lieve that once we have all had 
time to process everything, 
we will see that we are simply 
“getting back to normal,” and 
normal is not a bad place to 
be. 

It is my opinion that we 
can expect to see continued 
sales and great strides to-
ward a more stable real estate 
market, and The Knieper 
Team will be right here to 
help guide buyers and sellers 
through this latest shift in the 
market. 

As always please feel free 
to contact us with ques-
tions or comments. Give us 
a call at 817-219-0456 or 
contact us online at www.
WeSellGranbury.com. We 
would love to hear from you.

pamK@knieperteam.com |  
817-219-0456

Pam Knieper, Broker/Owner of Knieper Real 
Estate, is and has been the #1 Top Producer 
for more than 15 years in Hood County and 
running. She is known as the Waterfront 
Expert and the Authority on Real Estate.

BY PAM KNIEPER

KNIEPER REAL ESTATE

So how is the real estate market … really?

CONSERVATION OPTION

 Standalone Property: $300 

for the first management unit, 

$30 for each additional man-

agement unit

 Aggregate Site: $300

 Wildlife Management 

Cooperative member: $30 per 

management unit 

HARVEST OPTION

 Standalone Property: $30 

per management unit

 Aggregate Site: $30 

The Harvest Option is an 

automated, “do-it-yourself” 

option for MLDP participation 

that provides landowners with 

a deer harvest recommenda-

tion, tag issuance, and general 

guidance about wildlife and 

wildlife habitat management. 

Participation in the Harvest 

Option does not require habitat 

management practices, deer 

population data or the par-

ticipant to work directly with a 

TPWD wildlife biologist.

The Conservation Option 

offers program participants 

the opportunity to work with a 

TPWD biologist to receive cus-

tomized, ranch-specific habitat 

and deer harvest recommenda-

tions and MLDP tag issuance for 

white-tailed deer and/or mule 

deer. This option requires the 

reporting of certain types of 

deer data as well as completion 

of specific habitat management 

practices each year to remain in 

the program.

MLDP participation is com-

pletely voluntary. Once en-

rolled, program participants 

must meet MLDP requirements 

for the full year of enrollment.

TPWD
FROM PAGE A4



COURTESY OF THE DAYTRIPPER/CHET GARNER 

“The Daytripper” star Chet Garner will be visiting Granbury again on Tuesday, May 2, at the Lake Granbury Conference Center in 
celebration of National Travel and Tourism Week. 

COURTESY OF JIM WREN

Valerie Lemmons, a 2006 graduate of Granbury High School, ran in the Boston Marathon on Monday, April 17, with a finishing time of three hours, 44 minutes. 

Hood County News
SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2023

BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

Visit Granbury will soon be 
celebrating National Travel 
and Tourism Week and who 
better to celebrate with than 
with famous Texplorer Chet 
Garner?

ABOUT CHET GARNER

Garner is the host of the six-
time Emmy Award-winning 
travel series “The Daytripper” 
on PBS — a show centered on 

one-day adventures exploring 
the food, culture, and history 
of Texas towns throughout the 
Lone Star state. 

“We show everybody what 
they can see and do if they 
were in Granbury for instance,” 
Garner told the HCN by phone. 
“A couple of years ago, we 
actually made a Granbury 
episode. It’s been one of our 
more popular episodes that’s 
for sure, because Granbury is 

BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

Maintaining a positive student/teacher 
relationship is not always easy — especially 
with the student tragedies that recently be-
fell our beloved district.

But the implementation of one program at 
Granbury ISD could help strengthen those 
connections while also creating a safe and 
welcoming environment for students.

The GISD school board unanimously ap-
proved the purchase of Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts professional development pro-
gram during Monday night’s school board 
meeting. 

Capturing Kids’ Hearts is a program that 
equips professionals in K-12 education to 
implement transformational processes 
focused on social-emotional wellbeing, 
relationship-driven campus culture, and 
student connectedness, according to the 
website.

“Staggering statistics from the CDC, the 
APA — American Psychological Association 
— and the Office of the Surgeon General 
show that recent National Youth Surveys 
have shown an alarming increase in the 
prevalence specifically of certain mental 
health challenges that our young people are 
facing,” said Stacie Brown, director of curric-
ulum and instruction at the meeting. “All of 
the research points to the power of connect-
edness and fighting against those things.” 

In reading the memo affiliated with the 
program, Brown added that Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts “trains teachers, staff, and adminis-
trators overarching skills to use in helping 
to develop self-management with our stu-
dents, high performance classrooms, using 
team building skills and social contracts, 
techniques for dealing with conflict, nega-
tive behavior, and issues with disrespect.”

When the program’s training is combined 
with a systemic approach, Brown explained, 
the researched-based process improves 
five big indicators of school performance 
— “fewer discipline referrals, improved 
attendance, higher student achievement, 
lower dropout rates, and higher teacher 
satisfaction.” 

The total cost of the program was not 
revealed during the meeting, but it was 
disclosed that the district will be using car-
ryover funds from federal funding — spe-
cifically Title II-A and Title IV-A — for the 
purchase. 

“These carryover funds are past funds 
that were not spent that went back to the 
federal government,” Brown explained. 
“If we do not spend the funds specifi-
cally on what we said we were going to 
spend the funds on — which is only pro-
fessional development specific to Safe and 
Healthy Students, which is Title IV — then 
all of the money goes back to the federal 
government.”

Granbury ISD used the Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts program in the past, Brown said, but 
only purchased certain products — “a la 
carte” as she called them. 

“This specific purchase is not only over-
arching, but it allows for implementation 
support, so it allows for Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts to join with us and have a monthly 
call,” she said. “And we have a strategist 
that comes and plans with our teachers 
and continues to push success in the pro-
gram. Those were things that we did not 

‘Daytripper’ host Chet 
Garner to celebrate 
tourism week in 
Granbury May 2

Capturing 
Kids’ Hearts
GISD’s new program 
to strengthen student/
teacher connections

PLEASE SEE KIDS | B2

PLEASE SEE GARNER | B2

FULL SPEED AHEAD

GHS graduate runs Boston Marathon after only two years of training

However, if you had told 
her back when she was at-
tending Granbury High School 
in the mid-2000s that she 
would be running in the 2023 
Boston Marathon, she would’ve 
laughed. 

“I disliked (running) so much 
as a younger person,” she said. 
“And I wasn’t very good at it.” 

In fact, Leta Andrews’ daugh-
ter Lisa was Lemmons’ basket-
ball coach when she was young-
er. Lemmons said that Lisa 

couldn’t believe that Lemmons 
enjoys running now. 

“Leta was my coach in high 
school, but her daughter actu-
ally coached me from when I 
was young all the way through 
when I got into high school, and 
she has actually just been flab-
bergasted that I run because 
it was just something that I’d 
never get into,” Lemmons ex-
plained. “She’s told me as much 
that she’s just shocked that I’m 
running now.” 

Lemmons, who graduated 
from GHS in 2006 as the class 
valedictorian, said she first be-
came interested in running dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020. 

“I was with the kids at home 
all day, not being able to get out 
much because everything was 
closed,” she said, thinking back. 
“I needed an outlet, I guess, to 
just have some time to myself, 
so I was like, ‘Well running is 
something I can do even with 
the kids,’ because I had a double 
stroller at the time, and I could 
push them in it. My husband 
was kind enough to agree to 
let me get a treadmill for that 
Christmas in December of 2020, 
and so that’s what really kicked 
off running for me.”

Lemmons joined a local run-
ning club in her current town of 
residence, Conway, Arkansas 

— and that’s when her spark for 
running was ignited. 

“I’m a really competitive per-
son, so I think I needed a com-
petitive outlet,” she said. “The 
great thing about running is you 
can kind of just compete with 
yourself; you don’t have to win. 
While that’s fun, of course, it’s 
not really the main goal. It’s just 
kind of interesting to see your-
self get better and better.”

She began training for her first 
marathon in the fall of 2021 af-
ter she realized she wasn’t “half 
bad at running.” 

“I was like, ‘Well, I’ll just do 
one of these marathons every-
body talks about, and if I’m gon-
na do this, I’m going to try and 
qualify for the Boston Marathon, 
because why not?’” she said.

After putting in several 
hours of work and effort — 

BY ASHLEY INGE

Staff Writer

M
any athletes who strive to run in the Boston 

Marathon train for years to qualify — and 

sometimes never do.

But for 35-year-old Valerie Lemmons, all it 

took was a couple years of training. 

PLEASE SEE MARATHON | B2
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COURTESY OF THE DAYTRIPPER/CHET GARNER

Chet Garner, host of the PBS television show, “The Daytripper,” visited Granbury for an episode back in 2015. He said he ate tacos at Stumpy’s, visited Jesse James’ grave, went to the top of the courthouse to see 
the old clock, and went swimming at Granbury City Beach Park. 

so well loved. We told the story of 
John Wilkes Booth. We ate tacos 
at Stumpy’s. We went to the top 
of the courthouse and saw the old 
clock. We went to Jesse James’ 
grave, and we went swimming at 
City Beach.” 

The first episode of “The 
Daytripper” premiered on Oct. 9, 
2009, and the show hasn’t slowed 
down since. Garner has traveled 
throughout Texas, showcasing fa-
mous landmarks, hideaways, and 
obscure dives. 

“It’s a 30-minute show, and my 
goal is to inspire people to hit the 
road more than just like, ‘Hey, a 
cool Travel Channel show.’ I want 
to make people say ‘What? I didn’t 
know that was there,’ and they get 

off their couch and jump in the 
car,” he explained.

Garner, who grew up in south-
east Texas, spent a lot of his time 
traveling abroad before realizing 
that some of the greatest sights 
were right here in his home state. 

“I just realized that some of the 
best things on Earth don’t require 
a plane ticket and a wallet full of 
cash; they’re a lot closer than we 
think,” he said. “Sometimes you 
have to step away from your home 
to realize how special it was, so I 
left Texas, and then would come 
back and explore and be like, ‘This 
is better than that thing I paid 
2,000 bucks to go see on a plane,’ 
and so I just kind of got this in-
spiration that people needed to 
celebrate their state more. Texans 
are proud, but I wanted to give 
people lots of reasons to be proud 
of their state — real, true things 

they’ve experienced rather than 
just something that we’re mimick-
ing back.” 

TOURISM CELEBRATION BRUNCH

Visit Granbury has invited 
Garner to help celebrate National 
Travel and Tourism Week with the 
second annual Friends of Tourism 
celebration from 9-10:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday, May 2, at the Lake 
Granbury Conference Center. 

Garner, a resident of 
Georgetown, will be discussing 
his lifetime endeavor to explore 
Texas to hopefully inspire local 
residents to head out on their own 
Texas-sized adventures. 

“It’s a celebration breakfast 
inviting in people from the city, 
people who are involved in tour-
ism, and kicking off National 
Tourism week,” Garner explained. 

“Tourism is one of the biggest 
drivers of economies in small 
towns — especially in a town like 
Granbury. Tourism’s a great in-
dustry; it drives billions of dollars 
in the state of Texas, so it’s super 
important, and it’s cool to be able 
to kick it off in Granbury because 
there’s no place like it in Texas.”

The event is free but requires an 
RSVP as seating will be limited to 
200 people. Tourism stakehold-
ers and community members who 
support travel and tourism are in-
vited to attend.

“Travel is at the heart of 
Granbury — powering a strong 
Granbury tourism economy, creat-
ing jobs, and strengthening our 
community’s culture and iden-
tity,” Tammy Dooley, director of 
Visit Granbury stated in a news 
release. “This National Travel and 
Tourism Week, we are proud to 

celebrate all that travel does for 
our community now, and all that it 
will contribute in the future.”

Dooley said during the celebra-
tion brunch, Mayor Pro Tem Trish 
Burwell will read the official proc-
lamation recognizing National 
Travel and Tourism Week, as well 
as its impact of travel tourism to 
Granbury and Hood County. 

“The proclamation will cele-
brate and create awareness of the 
special occasion,” she added in 
the news release. “The Friends of 
Tourism Celebration will also rec-
ognize volunteers and some very 
special Friends of Tourism.” 

To RSVP for the celebration 
brunch, call Visit Granbury at 
817-573-5548 or email Rhiannon 
Crump at rcrump@granbury.org. 

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

“We show everybody what they can see and do if they were in Granbury for instance, a couple of years ago,  

we actually made a Granbury episode. It’s been one of our more popular episodes that’s for sure,  

because Granbury is so well loved. We told the story of John Wilkes Booth. We ate tacos at Stumpy’s.  

We went to the top of the courthouse and saw the old clock. We went to Jesse James’ grave,  

and we went swimming at City Beach.” 

CHET GARNER
Host of  “The Day Tripper”

GARNER
FROM PAGE B1

have access to before, and it was 
something that has made this 
specific contract much more ap-
pealing from an implementation 
perspective.” 

Barbara Herrington, school 
board president, commented that 
the program is rather costly, but 
agrees that it’s in the best inter-
est for the district’s staff and 
students. 

“Secondary (schools) needs it 
most of all because my experience 
has been that secondary teachers 
teach subjects; elementary teach 
kids, and this helps secondary 
teach kids and develop that rela-
tionship,” she said. 

Herrington added that with the 
latest tragedies, there wasn’t a bet-
ter time for this board to look at 
a program that might strengthen 
the connections between the staff 
and the students — and potential-
ly save a life. 

“This is a lot of money, but the 
life of one kid is worth more than 
this,” she said. “And I can’t help 
but believe that this is something 
that could stand in the gap for 
some of those youngsters who feel 
disconnected and feel there’s no 
other way out, so I think this dis-
trict has no better time than today 
to look at this and consider it.” 

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

KIDS
FROM PAGE B1

plus running several miles — she 
ran a marathon in Arkansas in 
November of 2021, which was ex-
actly what she needed to qualify 
for the Boston Marathon.

“My time had to be a sub-3:35 for 
my age and I think I raced that in 
3:26 or something so that quali-
fied me. I was pretty shocked,” she 
said. 

Lemmons ran in the 127th 
Boston Marathon on April 17 of 
this year, and there were nearly 
30,000 runners competing. 

“The Boston Marathon was last 
Monday and I’m just now walking 
normally again,” she said, with a 
chuckle.

One major aspect of the mara-
thon that shocked Lemmons, she 
said, was how big of a spectacle 
the event is for Boston. 

“I didn’t know how big of a deal 
it was, but once I got into the run-
ning community, I realized ‘Oh, 
this is like, the goal for people to 
qualify for this race,’” she ex-
plained. “And then I still didn’t 
realize how big it was until I got 
to the race and saw how many 
came out for this thing. I think 
there were a million spectators 
that came out, not just from the 
families that came with the run-
ners, but like, all of Boston came 
out. There was not a stretch of the 
course that didn’t have somebody 
cheering for you. It was a really 
cool experience.” 

Lemmons finished the 26.2-mile 
race in three hours and 44 min-
utes, which did not qualify her for 
another Boston Marathon — but 
her results did not deter her in the 
slightest. 

“It wasn’t a qualifying time for 
another marathon, but I had al-
ready run one this past December 
that qualified me, so I was kind 
of just training to get across the 
finish line, not necessarily to get 
a great time,” she said. “I was just 
kind of there for the experience, 
so it was a pretty good time for my 
training considering I hadn’t put in 
too much effort.” 

Since she started running, 
Lemmons said the constant activ-
ity has helped not only her physi-
cal health, but her mental health 
as well. 

“I guess I needed an outlet from 
the pandemic and the stress from 
that,” she explained. “It’s been re-
ally good to have the friendships 

I’ve made and the benefits to my 
mental health from just making 
connections. Also being outside 
and getting the sunshine helps a 
lot too.” 

With a marathon she ran in 
December, Lemmons had already 
qualified for another Boston 
Marathon — but she’s still unsure 
if she’s going to return there for a 
future race. 

“I’m actually the president now 
of the Conway running club and in 
Arkansas, we have this thing called 
the Arkansas Grand Prix, which is 
a series of road races ranging from 
a mile to marathon distance over 
the course of a year that you get 
points for, and at the end of the 
year, whoever races and gets the 
highest points at these races gets 
an award,” she said. “Last year, I 
actually was the top female of the 
Arkansas Grand Prix — which was 
wild, and I don’t know how I man-
aged that — so my goal is just to 
run in a few more Grand Prix races 

this year and doing local races, 
that type of thing.”

Lemmons said that she is thank-
ful for her husband, James (Jim) 
Wren, for taking care of their two 
kids: Dashiell, 5, and Merritt, 3, 
whenever she goes for a run. 

She added that she encourages 
other aspiring runners to join a lo-
cal running club for peer encour-
agement and motivation, to run 
outside for some fresh air, and 
to run at a slower pace when first 
starting out to build up endurance.

“I mostly want people to know 
that you really can do this,” she 
added. “I know you think ‘Oh, I 
hate running’ or ‘I’m not good at 
running,’ but running is a sport 
that you can really improve at no 
matter who you are, and you can 
actually get pretty good. All it 
takes is consistency.” 

ashley@hcnews.com | 
817-573-1243

“I was with the kids at home all day, not being able to get out much because 

everything was closed. I needed an outlet, I guess, to just have some time to myself, 

so I was like, ‘Well running is something I can do even with the kids,’ because I had 

a double stroller at the time, and I could push them in it. My husband was kind 

enough to agree to let me get a treadmill for that Christmas in December of 2020, 

and so that’s what really kicked off running for me.”

VALERIE LEMMONS
Participant in the 127th Boston Marathon

THE PAPER YOU LOVE, BROUGHT TO LIFE IN PRINT, ON YOUR DESKTOP, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE

MARATHON
FROM PAGE B1
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736 Hwy. 377 E.      Granbury      817-573-2604

Downtown Granbury

817-573-5321

wagonyard.com 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us.
1 John 4:12

www.vgkia.com  
817-573-0400

AUTO • HOME • LIFE HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

817-573-2118

817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650

Granbury, TX 76049

“While opening our arms to all 
creatures, we strive to practice 
exceptional medicine and care.”
Dr. Carmine Esposito, DVM, PharmD

5700 E. US Hwy 377 | Granbury

817-326-6262

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt O’Grady, D.D.S.

(817) 57FLOSS

(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd. 

Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not learn on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Funeral Home

100 S. Morgan 
Granbury

Locally Owned
& Operated

817-573-1154

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury

817-573-7720

www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

817.579.8450
400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com
Computer Repair | Upgrades

Networks | IT Services

SANTO  PROPANE

Propane Sales System Installations • Tank Leases & Sales

1-800-448-7803

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

817.279.1408

www.MyTexasEms.org

WAXAHACHIE • MIDLOTHIAN • RED OAK
• BURLESON • GRANBURY • WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 • TownSquareTiTle.com

Boyd Enterprises
Cleaning Supplies and Paper Products

Commercial & Residential Cleaning Services

817-573-7589 - 888-242-2901 Hub # 1742117881900
boydenterprise9346@sbcglobal.net WM Vendor #965322

www.boyd-enterprises.com

Angela Boyd 
Owner

817-573-2400 817-573-4521
5530 W Hwy 377, Tolar, TX 76476

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Locally owned and operated since 1986

817-279-7777
GG@ggelectricservice.com

3805 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury
TECL#17531

Special thanks to 

John and PJ Gibbs

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury

www.granburynissan.com

GRANBURY

INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Follow us

(817) 776-5877

25 pc
Tenders special
$3.00 off
with this ad

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches 
Call Us For Church Catering Needs

2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 
steadfast love, O LORD, helped me up. 
When the cares of my heart are many, Your 
consolations cheer my soul.

Psalm 94:18-19

310 LIBERTY ROAD, GRANBURY, TEXAS 76049 • 817-326-5311

WWW.GLENNAIRECOMPANY.COM

T
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E Serving 

Hood County 
Since 1975

“Exceeding Expectations in Comfort and Efficiency”

APPLIANCES
• Refrigerators
• Washer/Dryer
• Dishwasher
• Cooktops
• Ranges
• Wall Ovens

FLOORING
• Tile

• Wood Look Tile
• Wood

• Vinyl Plank
• Carpet

817-579-7440
100 Corporate Drive • Granbury, TX 76049

WILEY  FUNERAL  HOME
“Home owned and operated”

Granbury  •  817-573-3000

Michelle Berry, CFP®

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 

817-573-9595
www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

A guide to Granbury-area churches  
and a verse for inspiration.

ANGLICAN

Good Shepherd Anglican 
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., 
817-326-2035

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Crossing Place 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
214-930-7339

Elm Grove Assembly Of God 
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar 
254-835-4755

Faith Assembly Of God 
300 Granbury Court 
817-326-2270

First Assembly Of God 
1900 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-1581

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist 
3500 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4693

Allison Baptist 
9926 Allison Ct., Lipan 
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist 
4804 E. Hwy. 377 
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist 
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy. 
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist 
1840 Acton Hwy. 
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist 
5041 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City 
Hwy. 56 
254-965-3840

First Baptist 
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan 
817-613-2322

First Baptist 
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan 
254-646-2484

First Baptist Thorp Springs 
2815 Lipan Hwy. 
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist 
201 West Gibbs Blvd., 
Glen Rose 
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist 
1200 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-4943

Granbury First Baptist 
1851 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-573-7137

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca 
Viva 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa 
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist 
500 W. Bluebonnet 
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist 
1625 Mambrino Hwy. 
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen 
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd. 
817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist 
4501 Peppertree Rd. 
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist 
1844 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist 
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan 
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist 
7178 Fall Creek Hwy. 
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist 
1571 North Fm 200, Rainbow 
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist 
910 Paluxy Rd. 
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist 
820 Paluxy Rd. 
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist 
400 Tolar Hwy. 
254-835-4375

Vineyard Baptist 
320 W. Pearl St. 
817-573-5318

Waples Baptist 
1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 
817-579-0509

Western Hills Baptist 
507 Western Hills Trail 
817-573-7588

BIBLE

Grace Bible 
201 E. Clifton Rd. 
682-498-3014

CATHOLIC

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
2301 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian 
3314 S. Clifton 
817-573-0107

First Christian 
2109 W. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino Nuevo 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church 
5904 Walnut Creek Circle 
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian 
608 Shady Grove Dr. 
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of Christ 
310 W. Pearl St. 
 817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ 
1905 W. Pearl 
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ 
112 N Caddo St., Lipan 
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of 
Christ 
4219 Old Granbury Rd. 
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of Christ 
3006 Thorp St. 
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ 
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God 
1106 Weatherford Hwy. 
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal 
4530 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah’s Witnesses 
3734 W. Hwy. 377 
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca 
2301 Fall Creek Hwy., 
480-529-9852

Our Savior Lutheran 
1400 N. Meadows Dr. 
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton United Methodist 
3433 Fall Creek Hwy. 
817-326-4242

Anchoor Fellowship 
3200 Acton School Rd. 
512-940-2991

Cresson United Methodist  
110 South Crook St., Cresson 
469-730-6496

Granbury First United 
Methodist 
301 Loop 567, 
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global  
Methodist Church 
201 E. Pearl St. Suite C207 
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United Methodist 
5601 Temple Hall Hwy., 682-
317-9385

Tolar United Methodist 
8812 Hwy. 377, Tolar 
254-835-4005

Waples United Methodist 
4323 Waples Rd. 
817-573-9076

MORMON

The Church Of Jesus Christ Of 
Latter-Day Saints 
1226 Ross Lane 
817-573-6825

NAZARENE

Granbury Church Of The 
Nazarene 
921 Lipan Dr. 
817-573-4041

PENTECOSTAL

Hood Pentecostal 
3100 Beechwood St., 
817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury 
4800 Glen Rose Hwy 
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian 
303 W. Bridge St. 
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day 
Adventist 
2016 Acton Hwy. 
817-326-3573

OTHER

Bear Creek Community 
18553 South Hwy. 377, 
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries 
1950 Acton Hwy. 
817-579-0968

Calvary Family 
3306 Oak Trail Dr. 
314-606-1211

Center Point 
4332 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society 
528 N. Crockett 
817-573-0457

Church On Thistle Ridge 
4900 Sonterra Ct. 
917-326-5501

Crossroads 
200 S. Crook St., Cresson 
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood 
County 
2401 Cedar Crest Dr., 
817-579-9332

Generations Church Of 
Granbury 
5718 E. Hwy. 377, 
817-326-5378

Hope Community 
3206 W. Hwy. 377 
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy 
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan 
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries 
3755 Acton Hwy. 
817-910-8777

Pure Praise 
2901 Glen Rose Hwy. 
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel 
6101 Rock Church Hwy 
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission Of 
Granbury 
5031 Bandy Rd. 
817-573-2669

Stonewater 
911 E. U.S. Hwy. 377 
817-579-9175

The Bridge 
1107 Weatherford Hwy 
254-522-5330

The Heights 
1921 Acton Hwy 
817-558-2121

The Sanctuary 
4400 Daugherty Ct. 
817-326-2709

Triple Cross Cowboy 
3470 Lipan Hwy 
817-279-2470

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 
This Devotional & Directory  

is made possible by these businesses  
who encourage all of us to attend  

worship services.

VOTED “BEST ROOFER” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

u

817-579-7800

Caring, It's what
we do best! ❤

174 Bed Facility
Private Rehab suites
22 Bed Secure hall
Skilled Nursing 

 Rehabilitation Services 
Long Term Care

 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

To schedule a tour, call
 

(817) 573-3726

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

Granbury Family MedClinic
P.A.

Robert L. Lee, M.D.
J. Kelcie Moody FNP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, 
I am the one who helps you.’”

Isaiah 41:13

 
 

       
 

Schedule for the Week 
Sunday:  8:45 am Sunday School 

   10:00 am Worship 
Wednesdays March 22nd & 29th 

5:45 pm Fellowship Meal 
7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 

Services live streamed on Facebook 
facebook.com/OurSaviorLutheranChurchGranbury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1400 N. Meadows Dr. 
817 573 5011 

oursaviorgranbury.com 
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COURTESY OF MIKE ACOSTA

Pictured, from left, are Patrick Grages, Jan Grages and Andre Missfeldt. Andre Missfeldt lives in DeCordova subdivision and Patrick and Jan were visiting Andre from Germany. They enjoyed catching some nice 
Granbury striped bass this last weekend.

Veranada • Xpress • Nautic Star • CrownlineJimmy Layland, Owner

817-714-4270
pjslawn@yahoo.com • www.pjslawn.com

Lawn Maintenance 
Landscape Irrigation • Tree Trimming

YOUR AD  
COULD BE HERE

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE ON THE  

HOOD COUNTY NEWS SCENE OR 

ACTIVITIES PAGES

817-573-7066
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Spring is my favorite time for enjoying camping, fishing in nearby locations

HOOD OUTDOORS

You don’t have to go 
far, as you can camp on 
our own Lake Granbury, 
Possum Kingdom Lake, Lake 
Whitney, Lake Proctor, the 
coast or many other lakes/
parks across the state or 
other states. Wherever you 
go, this is the season for 
it. If you are interested in 
what’s available in Texas, 

visit the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife web site at www.
tpwd.state.tx.us for more 
information.

Planning your camp-
ing trip with the typical 
spawning times for white 
bass, crappie, catfish and/
or black bass is always an 
option. For example, the 
Colorado River above Lake 

Buchanan near Bend, Texas 
is one of the many popu-
lar spots across the state 
for sand bass fishing in the 
spring. Camping on a river/
creek or the lake and run-
ning trotlines for catfish is 
another option that is also 
enjoyable this time of the 
year. The kids love the antic-
ipation of seeing what will 
be on the end of the trotline.

Eating outdoors is some 
extra work, but I enjoy the 
good eating and fun prepar-
ing it. A good fish fry, if the 
fishing is good, is a lot of 
fun. If the fish don’t cooper-
ate, no one I know will com-
plain about hamburgers, 
hotdogs and all the fixins.

This may also be a good 
time to try one of those 
lakes that you’ve been tell-
ing yourself you’re going to 
visit one day for those lunk-
er bass or monster striped 
bass. Most every body of 

water will have campsites 
available. This type of small 
vacation is relatively inex-
pensive and is enjoyed by 
many. The Texas State Parks 
generally require a reser-
vation. The most popular 
spots are booked solid in 
the spring. Call ahead and 
make a reservation if neces-
sary to ensure you have a 
campsite before you head 
out. Other private parks 
may not require a reserva-
tion, but I would call ahead 
and make sure before you 
go there.

Be prepared and be safe. 
Springtime brings out the 
biting insects and other crit-
ters. Keep the sunblock bot-
tle handy even during this 
time of the year and don’t 
forget the first-aid kit.

michael.acosta@att.net | 
254-396-4855

S
pring is my favorite time to go camping. 

The weather is usually agreeable, and the 

children have a great time in the outdoors, 

hopefully giving their electronics a break. 

If you’re like me, I will generally try to make sure 

there is water and fishing close by. Enjoy the re-

laxation and leave your work at work.

As a licensed professional fishing guide, 
Michael Acosta shows you how to find 
them. A Granbury resident of more than 35 
years, he has been fishing all of his life, and 
has been a licensed guide since 1998.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

HOOD COUNTY FISHING REPORT

Lake Granbury levels are falling some, making it dif-
ficult in some areas to launch and navigate. We need 
some heavy run-off to fill the lake. Water tempera-
tures are near the 70-degree mark on the main lake 
and even higher in the backs of sloughs and creeks. 
Striped bass are good to 11 pounds on live bait fished 
near DeCordova and near Blue Water Shores. Large 
blue and yellow catfish continue to be caught on cut 
bait on the upper ends near Hunter Park. Sand bass are 
being caught on slabs and spinners in town and near 
DeCordova subdivision near channel breaks in about 20 
feet of water. Crappie catches are reported best under 
docks mid-lake. Largemouth bass numbers are good on 
soft plastics and on crankbaits later in the day. Some 
good topwater action has been reported early near 
main lake points. 

OTHER AREAS

Other reservoirs with great fishing reports include 
Lake Whitney for striped bass limits with an occasional 
fish to 13 pounds on minnows or live shad. Possum 
Kingdom Lake striped bass are also good to 15 pounds 
from Hogs Bend south on live bait and top water plugs 
early.
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Lakewood Crossing Apartments

• 2&3 Bedroom Floor Plans

• Fully Equipped Kitchens
   with microwaves

• Ceiling Fans

• Washer & Dryer
   in each apartment

• Community Clubhouse

• Playground

• Fitness Center

• Business Center
   with computers

• 24-hr Emergency Maintenance

AMENITIES INCLUDE:

NOW OPEN & 

LEASING at

500 Parkwood Ln

(682) 205-1406

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

T
he role is yours, if you want it.

You can play the part on a stage or in a 

film, but there are a few requirements: 

You have to be able to sing and dance 

and speak with an accent. Can you convince an au-

dience that you’re someone you’re not? As in the 

new book, “House of Cotton” by Monica Brashears, 

can you play dead? I
t would be daunting for 
researchers half his age, 
but it didn’t stop Dr. Ray 
Van Cleef from recon-

necting with his baseball 
players from six decades ago.

The longtime Texas com-
munity college administrator 
couldn’t resist trying. Late in 
2022, the search began.

At age 94, he employed 
the usual communications 
efforts--some of them dead 
ends — to reach Sul Ross 
State University baseball 
players he coached in Alpine, 
Texas, from 1958-1964.

POSITIVE INFLUENCES

Relying on email, letters, 
phones and word of mouth, 
he wanted to reconnect with 
the 75 athletes he coached. 
For many, he could find no 
contact information. A few 
are deceased, and some 
simply failed to answer his 
appeals.

Fifteen responded, how-
ever, providing information 
about their lives, careers and 
offspring.

“I’m extremely proud 
of these men, all of whom 
have contributed positively 
to society, most of them in 

THE IDLE  
AMERICAN

Roll call, 
60 years 
later

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime 
public speaker and former 
university president who writes 
weekly.

BY DON NEWBURY

BOOK REVIEW

‘House of Cotton’ 
unfolds as a weird, 
heartbreakingly 
beautiful novel

Mama Brown wouldn’t 
have liked all the pray-
ing and singing, not at all. 
Nineteen-year-old Magnolia 
knew that for sure. Also 
for sure, Mama’s funeral 
was the last time Magnolia 
would go to church. Wasn’t 
anything there for her 
anymore.

No, she’d just go to her 
overnight job at People’s 
Gas Station, and try to 
avoid her landlord, Sugar 
Foot, who offered to trade 
sex for rent. She’d try to 
keep homeless “Cigarette” 
Sammy from eating out of 
trash barrels. She’d swipe 
on Tinder and, using a 
pseudonym, she’d sleep 
with random men.

She’d try to forget that 
she was pregnant and 
alone. 

And then one night, a 
well-dressed man came to 
the gas station and told 
Magnolia that she could be 
a model. Was it a come-on, 
a cliche that every almost-
pretty girl hears? She 
couldn’t afford to ignore 
his offer and so she walked 

across Knoxville, walked 
across town, to a funeral 
home where her new job 
was ready for her.

Cotton was the man’s 
name; he said he was a seer 
and he’d inherited the busi-
ness from his uncle.  Under 
his ownership, the funeral 
home was offering a new 
feature: for a fee, mourn-
ers who didn’t have closure 
over a loss could talk to 
Magnolia, who was made 
to look like their dearly de-

parted, thanks to profes-
sional make-up and light-
ing. For an hour of her time, 
Magnolia would earn more 
money than she would in a 

month at the gas station.
It was an easy job. Cotton 

didn’t charge her rent for 
living in the home. For once 
in her life, Magnolia had 

money. She also had ghosts 
from the past, nudging her 
for her sins...

Sitting somewhere be-

COURTESY PHOTOS

Pictured is author Monica 
Brashears

COURTESY PHOTOS

“House of Cotton” by Monica Brashears

C.2023, FLATIRON BOOKS. $27.99. 304 PAGES.

PLEASE SEE IDLE | B7PLEASE SEE BOOK | B8
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Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming 

Brush Chipping Service • Gutter Cleaning 

Shrub Trimming

Emergency Service • Storm Damage

Darrell Mercer

Residential & Commercial

mercertreeservice.net

817-247-5651

Insured                                         

Free Estimates

Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT! 
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and 

worry free!

	 	 	 			●		NO	second	visit
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	get	numbed	multiple	times
	 	 	 			●		NO	goopy	impressions	(it’s	all	done	digitally)
	 	 	 			●		NO	need	to	wear	temporary	crowns	for	weeks	and	weeks

CONTACT	US	TODAY	TO	LEARN	ABOUT	OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
Dr.	Alexander	Smith	|	Dr.	Katrina	Fisher

310	W.	Bluff	St.		|		Granbury		|		817.886.8297		|		www.westbluffdentalcare.com

Friday, 28 April 2023 - Thursday, 04 May 2023

Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret (PG13)
Fri, Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:35PM, 7:10PM, 9:45PM.

Sat: 10:45AM, 1:20PM, 3:55PM, 6:30PM, 9:05PM.

Sun: 10:45AM, 1:20PM, 3:55PM, 6:30PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 1:20PM, 3:55PM, 6:30PM

Big George Foreman (PG13)
Fri: 1:10PM, 4:05PM, 7:00PM, 9:55PM.

Sat: 10:20AM, 1:15PM, 4:10PM, 7:05PM, 10:00PM.

Sun: 10:20AM, 1:15PM, 4:10PM, 7:05PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 1:15PM, 4:10PM, 7:05PM.

Thurs: 4:40PM, 7:35PM

Evil Dead Rise (R)
Fri: 2:45PM, 5:10PM, 7:35PM, 10:00PM.

Sat: 10:35AM, 1:00PM, 3:25PM, 5:50PM, 8:15PM, 10:40PM.

Sun: 10:35AM, 1:00PM, 3:25PM, 5:50PM, 8:15PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 1:00PM, 3:25PM, 5:50PM, 8:15PM.

Thurs: 2:15PM, 4:50PM, 10:30PM

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 (PG13)
Thurs: 3:00PM, 6:30PM, 7:00PM, 10:30PM

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 in 3D (PG13)
Thurs: 3:30PM, 10:00PM

Guy Ritchie’s The Covenant (R)
Fri: 1:05PM, 3:55PM, 6:45PM, 9:35PM.

Sat: 10:15AM, 1:05PM, 3:55PM, 6:45PM, 9:40PM.

Sun: 10:15AM, 1:05PM, 3:55PM, 6:45PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 1:05PM, 3:55PM, 6:45PM.

Thurs: 2:00PM, 7:15PM, 10:10PM

The Super Mario Bros. Movie (PG)
Fri: 1:20PM, 2:20PM, 3:40PM, 4:40PM, 6:00PM, 7:00PM, 

8:20PM, 9:20PM,

10:40PM.

Sat: 11:00AM, 12:00PM, 1:20PM, 2:20PM, 3:40PM, 4:40PM, 

6:00PM,

7:00PM, 8:20PM, 9:20PM, 10:40PM.

Sun: 11:00AM, 12:00PM, 1:20PM, 2:20PM, 3:40PM, 4:40PM, 

6:00PM,

7:00PM, 8:20PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 1:20PM, 2:20PM, 3:40PM, 4:40PM, 6:00PM, 

7:00PM,

8:20PM.

Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:20PM, 6:40PM, 9:00PM

(682) 260-5920  |  cinergy.com/locations/granbury/

• Showtimes Subject to Change Without Notice

PETS OF THE WEEKPETS OF THE WEEK
Lobo is a neutered male Chihuahua mix. He is approximately 11 
years old and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Lobo is friendly, social 
and good with other dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. His 
adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies vaccination, HomeAgain 
microchip, the first round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
Rico is a neutered male terrier mix. He is approximately 9 years old 
and weighs about 15-20 pounds. Rico is friendly and good with other 

dogs. He is ready to find his forever home. 
His adoption fee of $25 includes his rabies 
vaccination, HomeAgain microchip, the first 
round of vaccines, and dewormer.   
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Hood County Animal Control
 1550 Weatherford Highway • (817) 573-4277

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm; 

First Saturday of each month (adoptions only) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Adoptable cats can be found at PetSense in Granbury!

  Check us out on Facebook at Hood County Animal Control, TX

Pluto is a female Catahoula mix dog. She is approximately 10-12 months 
old and weighs about 55 pounds. Pluto is our long-time resident and de-

serves a family to call her own. Special adoption fee of $25.00! The adoption 
fee includes sterilization, rabies vaccination, the first round of vaccines, 

Pyrantel dewormer, and a HomeAgain microchip.

Diego is a male domestic short-hair cat. He is approximately 2 years old. 
Diego is super friendly and loves attention. Special adoption fee of $25.00! 

The adoption fee includes sterilization, rabies 
vaccination, the first round of vaccines, Pyran-

tel dewormer, and a HomeAgain microchip.
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SUDOKU
Solution for the puzzle on 
April 29 (Puzzle 22). 

THE PAPER YOU LOVE, BROUGHT TO LIFE IN PRINT, ON YOUR DESKTOP, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE

• Trimming
• Removals
• 24 Hour Storm Response
• No Tree Too Small or Large
• Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment
• Tree Repair Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Lot Clearing

FREE ESTIMATE & INSPECTIONS

817-296-2880

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

Insured
& Certified

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS& HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS

PLEASE CALL US FOR

FATHER & SON
TREE SERVICE

WE COVER YOU

STAY CONNECTED AT

HCNEWS.COM

CALL 817-573-7066 OR VISIT HCNEWS.COM 

 TO SUBSCRIBE OR ADVERTISE TODAY

GO PLAY calendar will fea-
ture recurring activities that 
are open to the public. These 
items will run each week 
along with other activities 
across the area. Submit Go 
Play listings to calendar@
hcnews.com and include the 
day, date, time and location - 
including street address.

MONDAYS

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 

exercise classes. 9 a.m. ex-
ercise; 10 a.m. Tai Chi; 10: 
30 a.m. exercise; 11:15 a.m. 
chair yoga. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club, 
ACBL-sanctioned duplicate 
bridge game, noon at Texas 
Cottage, 5920 Henslee Court.  
$8, earn Masterpoints. De-
tails: 817-480-4472. 

SONS OF the American 
Legion Post 491 of Gran-
bury Burger Night. 5 - 7 p.m. 
American Legion Post, 3409 
Davis Road. Funds raised 
are used to support veteran 
and community youth pro-
grams. Open to members 
and guests. Details: 515-554-
6498.

 GRANBURY CIVIC 

Chorus rehearsals, 7 
p.m. at Acton United 
Methodist Church, 3433 
Fall Creek Highway. Details: 
granburycivicchorus2001@
gmail.com.

MODERN SQUARE Dancing 
lessons every Monday at the 
Granbury YMCA at 1 p.m. For 
more information contact 
Ted at 435-720-6920 or Faye 
at 682-309-8504.

TUESDAYS

LINE DANCING 2 p.m. 
Healthy Connections, 1321 
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 

1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

GRANBURY JAM Session 
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Brock’s 
Food and Drink, 4012 Acton 
Highway. Bring your instru-
ment or get up and sing! De-
tails: 505-710-5100.

WEDNESDAYS

HAND AND Foot game day. 
10 a.m. Healthy Connections, 
1321 Waters Edge Drive, 
Suite 1001. Details: 817-579-
2979.

HABITAT FOR Human-
ity of Hood County volun-
teers needed. Go to 3710 S. 
Sagecrest Court, Rancho Bra-
zos. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Lunch and 
tools provided. Details: visit 
habitatofhoodcounty.org or 
call 817-573-2812.

GRANBURY BRIDGE Club 
offers a “fun duplicate” 
bridge game at noon at the 
Texas Cottage, 5920 Henslee 
Court.  $4. Details: 817-480-
4472. 

THURSDAYS 

HEALTHY CONNECTIONS 

exercise classes. 9 a.m. ex-
ercise; 10 a.m. tai chi; 10: 
30 a.m. exercise; 11:15 a.m. 
chair yoga. 1321 Waters Edge 
Drive, Suite 1001. Details: 817-
579-2979.

CHESS CLUB, 5-9 p.m. at 
YMCA, 1475 James Road. U.S. 
Chess Affiliate, all ages and 
skill levels, children 10 and 
under must be accompanied 
by adult. Y membership 
not required. Details: 
HoodCountyChess.com.

GENERAL TRIVIA, 7-9 p.m. 
at Brew Drinkery, 206 E. Pearl 
Street. Prizes and fun. Use 
your phone to play. Free.

SATURDAYS

HABITAT FOR Human-

ity of Hood County volun-
teers needed. Go to 3710 S. 
Sagecrest Court, Rancho Bra-
zos. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Lunch and 
tools provided. Details: visit 
habitatofhoodcounty.org or 
call 817-573-2812.

HOOD COUNTY Hummers 
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meet 
every Saturday at Hilton 
Garden Inn, 635 E. Pearl St., 
for 5K or 10K walk for fun, fel-
lowship and fitness. Details: 
972-567-3278.

THE GRANBURY Disc Golf 
Club has Mini tournaments 
every Saturday at 2 p.m. at 
600 W. Moore St. Welcoming 
all levels of disc golfers. Show 
up at least 15 minutes early 
to pay the $12 entry fee and 
warm up.

FIRST MONDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Amateur 
Radio Club meets on the 
first Monday each month at 
7 p.m. at the Hood County 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter, 401 Deputy Larry Miller 
Drive.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1 - 
3  p.m. Acton Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

FIRST TUESDAYS 

GRANBURY DOLL Club 
meeting, 2 p.m. Granbury 
Doll House Museum, 421 E 
Bridge St. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome!

SECOND TUESDAYS

GRANBURY KNITTING 

Guild meets to knit, learn 
and share knitting tips each 

month at First Presbyterian 
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge 
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and 
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

FOURTH TUESDAYS

HOOD COUNTY Histori-
cal Society meets the 4th 
Tuesday each month (except 
November and December) 
at 7 p.m. at the Historic Gran-
bury Railroad Depot, 109 E. 
Ewell St.  Contact Karen Nace 
817-279-2995 for additional 
details.

FIRST  THURSDAYS

BRAZOS RIVER Corvette 
Club  meets on the first 
Thursday each month 
for fellowship, planning 
events and other business. 
Dinner, if desired, at 6 p.m., 
meeting from 7-8 p.m. at 
Spring Creek Barbeque, 317 
E. U.S. Highway 377. Details: 
bskaggs8aol.com.

SECOND SATURDAYS

2ND SATURDAY Showoff 
at Fuzzy’s Taco Shop, 115 
W. Pearl St.  Car show, 8:30 - 
10:30 a.m.

THIRD MONDAYS

GRANBURY QUILTERS 

Guild meets on the third 
Monday each month at 
United Coop Electric, 320 Fall 
Creek Highway, 6 p.m. De-
tails: 817-296-8186.

LOVE KNOTS Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. The ministry is in 
need of people to crochet, 
knit, or use a knitting loom 
to make gifts to comfort the 
ill, bereaved, infants, etc. 1 - 
3  p.m. Acton Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 3500 Fall 
Creek Highway. Details: 817-
326-4693.

GO PLAY
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For orders or inquiries please 

TEXT 817-706-9794 TEXT 817-706-9794 
EMAILEMAIL valerie@texascookiecompany.com valerie@texascookiecompany.com

Specializing in artisan handcrafted  
all natural cookies baked to order!

All cookies are homemade with rich flavors, fresh 
ingredients & unique Texas style handcrafted recipes. 

Flavors like Fruity Pebble Marshmallow, Cinnamon 
Toast Marshmallow, and more.

Pie Cookies with pie crust crumbles in many flavors. 

Spicy cookies like Mango Habanero, Chocolate Chip 
Jalapeño, and more.

Find our full menu on Facebook!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

EXTENDED HOURS

WALK-INS WELCOME!

leadership positions,” Dr. 
Van Cleef said. “Though they 
played sports at a small col-
lege, they’ve given much to 
make a better world.”

AN ENCOURAGER

One reason for his deter-
mination to identify and 
showcase his athletes is 
that he was discouraged by 
some educators during his 
junior high years, called “too 
short,” and even worse.

One even tried to talk him 
out of taking college prepa-
ratory classes.

A coach, however, was an 
encourager. Perhaps he was 
most responsible for Van 
Cleef’s attending Rutgers 
University, where he played 
on the baseball team that 

participated in the College 
World Series and was named 
the most valuable player.

ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

He wants this column 
to spotlight the athletes, 
however, not him. It was he, 
though, who spent countless 
weeks, even months, collect-
ing data. (I was honored to 
help get his booklet into final 
form, and it should be noted 
that the respondents are joy-
ous that they now have ways 
to contact their old coach 
and each other.)

Nutshell wrap-up: Mike 
Compton, Billy Carthel, 
Jerry Tyson, Gregg Slape, 
Wilbur Huckle and Jerry 
Tyson played professional 
baseball. Buddy Antwine, 
brothers Robert and Frank 
Bice, Leldon Hensley, Ronnie 
Stephens and Marshall Bise 
were educators/coaches. 

Tom Cunningham was in 
pharmacy; Fred Davis, a 
State District Judge, and 
Daryle Gibbens, state insur-
ance executive.

Four are members of the 
Sul Ross Hall of Honor, in-
cluding Compton, Slape, 
Davis and Hudson. Hudson, 
that school’s first three-
sport letterman, was the 
Lobos’ football quarterback, 
baseball second-baseman 
and one season was national 
basketball free throw leader, 
hitting 90.1% .

ONE OR THE OTHER

Judge Davis might well 
have considered comedy, 
what with his experiences on 
the bench. Among his memo-
ries are excuses prospective 
jurors have used to avoid 
serving. One stands out. The 
prospect said he wouldn’t be 
able to serve, since his wife 

would be “conceiving a baby 
that day.”

“Don’t you mean deliver-
ing?” Davis countered.

The plea continued. “Either 
way, I need to be present.” 
Not sure if this worked.

BIG-GAME MOMENT

Space prohibits the de-
served attention to all re-
spondents, but some details 
must be included.

Frank Bice, accomplished 
life insurance executive and 
speaker, first coached. His 
boys basketball teams aver-
aged 27 wins annually for 
a decade. Compton — who 
spent his baseball career 
with the Philadelphia Phillies 
— developed an “English as 
a Second Language Program” 
that was eventually expand-
ed for all Latin American 
players. Carthel provided the 
greatest individual sports 

moment for me when I was 
sports information director 
at Sul Ross.

 I was thrilled when the 
Lobos had jumped to a big 
lead over the University of 
Arizona Wildcats in Tucson. 
Not surprisingly, the Cats 
whittled away at the defi-
cit, and in the bottom of the 
ninth were trailing 11-10, 
with bases loaded and no-
body out.

 Frustrated that all pitch-
ers had been used, Van Cleef 
asked if any of the other 
players had ever pitched. 
Third-baseman Carthel — 
responding that he had 
pitched in Little League 
— took over, striking out 
two and getting an infield 
pop-up to end the game and 
preserve the win. Days prior 
to the publication of Van 
Cleef’s booklet, Carthel was 
claimed by COPD. He was 79.

ADDENDUM

Here is where the retired 
athletes live now:

Buddy Antwine and Daryle 
Gibbens, Bandera.

Frank Bice, Cleburne.
Robert Bice, Mabank.
Marshall Bise, Conroe.
Mike Compton, Tampa, 

Forida.
Tom Cunningham, 

Temple.
Fred Davis and Ronnie 

Stephens, Fort Worth.
Leldon Hensley, Odessa.
Wilbur Huckle, Cross 

Plains.
Herman Hudson, Horizon 

City, Texas.
Gregg Slape, The 

Woodlands.
Jerry Tyson, San Antonio.

newbury@speakerdoc.com

IDLE
FROM PAGE B5

THE DOWNHOME CHEF

Springtime brings on warm thoughts — such as cheesecake adventures

This time of year is always 
fresh. The air smells like 
rain and life is growing all 
around us. I have been think-
ing on what to share with 
you this month and my mind 
keeps going to cheesecake. 
Probably because it is so ver-
satile and rich and creamy. 
Decadent really.

This weather kind of has 
me in a mood for something 
rich, yet delicate in nature. 
Therefore, I am going to 
share a fairly simple recipe 
with you for six-inch cheese-
cakes. It’s just big enough 
to share with your friend, 
your spouse, your partner or 
even your kids. (Who are we 
kidding though? Our kids al-
ready get everything, so be a 
little selfish!). Also, it makes 
two. So sharing really isn’t a 
problem.

I like cheesecake with 
a topping like strawberry 
glaze, or even a chocolate 
drizzle, but for today, I will 
share with you the straw-
berry topping recipe I like to 

use. These recipes are much 
simpler than you may think.

Generally you want a 
springform pan for cheese-
cake so you can pop it out 
of the pan and make it look 
good on a plate, but if you 
can’t find a six-inch one, it is 
OK to use a regular six-inch 
pan — just don’t try to take 
it out.

First, here is the recipe for 
strawberry topping. You will 
want to let it set while you 
make your cheesecake.

STRAWBERRY TOPPING 

INGREDIENTS

1 pound fresh strawber-
ries, hulled and diced

1/4 cup granulated sugar
1 tbsp lemon juice
1 tbsp cornstarch
2 tbsp water

INSTRUCTIONS

In a saucepan over me-
dium heat, add strawberries, 
sugar, lemon juice, corn-
starch, and water. Stir to 

combine. 
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat 

to medium-low and cook un-
til mixture has thickened and 
looks glossy (this could take 
up to 6-8 minutes). Remove 
from heat and cool. Transfer 
to another bowl and refriger-
ate until ready to use.

Now for the main dish, 
cheesecake:

CHEESECAKE INGREDIENTS

 1 1/2 cups graham crack-
er crumbs

 6 tablespoons butter, 
melted

 16 ounces full-fat cream 
cheese, room temperature 
(do not sub fat-free)

 2/3 cup granulated sugar
 2 eggs, room temperature 

INSTRUCTIONS

Preheat oven to 325F. 
1. Wrap the outside of a 

6x2 or 6x3 springform pan 
with foil. I generally do two 
layers tightly wrapped

2. In a large bowl, mix to-
gether the graham cracker 
crumbs and melted butter. 
Pat into the bottom and up 
the sides of the springform 
pans.

3. In a large mixing bowl, 
beat together the cream 
cheese and sugar until light 
and fluffy, about 2-3 min-
utes. Scrape down the bowl 
as needed. If you have one, 
use the paddle attachment 
of a stand mixer, because the 
whisk attachment tends to 
put too much air into your 
cheesecake mixture and it is 
also more difficult to get a 

full creamy texture.
4. Beat in the eggs, one at 

a time, until smooth (do not 
overbeat). 

5. Transfer the batter split 
between both crusts.

6. Place the springform 
pans inside an 8x8 or 
larger pan.

7. Pour hot tap water 
into the outside pan 
until the springform 
pans are halfway 
submerged in the 
water. Be careful 
to not get water 
inside the foil.

8. Bake 65-
75 minutes 
or until the 
edges are set 
and brown, 
the center 
is mostly set 
with some 
wiggling.

9. Remove 
from the oven and 
carefully run a knife 
along the edge to loosen 
the cheesecake. Cool 15 min-
utes in the water bath.

10. Remove the pan from 
the water bath and let cool 
at room temperature for 1 
hour.

11. Cover loosely with sa-
ran wrap and refrigerate at 
least four hours or overnight 
before garnishing and serv-
ing. Store leftovers in an air-
tight container in the refrig-
erator for up to seven days.

And there you have it, you 
can now make my favorite 
dessert at home. I do make 

this from time to time at The 
Square Café (at 137 E. Pearl 
St., in Granbury). I also want 
to mention that we have 
some lovely preserves, jams 
and peaches that I will occa-
sionally use for toppings.

It might seem like cheat-
ing, but there is nothing 
wrong with putting these 
things on the tops of your 
cheesecakes. After all, you 
probably broke a sweat mak-

ing these lovely desserts, 
so make it easy on yourself. 
Everything tastes good with 
cheesecake.

I hope you all are enjoy-
ing spring as much as I am. I 
hope your gardens are plen-
tiful and your flowers bloom 
well. And I hope to see your 
faces at The Cafe. Happy 
spring! 

felmcnel@gmail.com

H
ello, my foodie friends:

I hope today finds you well. The weath-

er has definitely been spring weather 

with all the rain. I’m seeing flowers 

bloom in my garden and bees coming out.

Felicity, a native Montanan, has been cooking 
and running kitchens for 27 years. She learned 
her trade from her mother, a master chef in the 
hotel industry. Felicity has 3 children and lives 
in Granbury.

BY FELICITY MCNELLEY

COURTESY OF FELICITY MCNELLEY 

Pictured is Chef Felicity McNelley’s cheesecake 
with strawberry topping.
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AUXILIARY GATHERING

The Pecan Plantation 
Volunteer Fire Department/
Emergency Medical Service 
Auxiliary will meet again 
Monday evening, May 1, at 
7 p.m. in the Charlie Lee 
Memorial EMS building on 
Monticello Drive. Members 
are busy planning upcom-
ing events, namely the an-
nual golf tournament set for 
Saturday, June 24. Ladies 
and gentlemen interested in 
supporting a group that fun-
draises for our community’s 
emergency personnel are 
welcome.

DONATION DAY

Following the success of 
past events, Pecaners will 
once again participate in a 
Red Cross blood drive hap-
pening Wednesday, May 3 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
PAC gym. Folks may visit 
redcrossblood.org and enter 
“Pecanplantation” to sched-
ule an appointment. Walk-
ins are also welcome on 
donation day. Furthermore, 
donors will be entered into 
raffle drawings to win items 
from businesses in Pecan 
Village.

MOTHER’S DAY

Saturday, May 6 at 2 p.m. 

will bring a free Mother’s 
Day craft class at the PAC 
where little ones will make 
terra cotta garden bells for 
their moms. Space is limited, 
and sign up is necessary: 
817-573-7952.

ART EVENT

The Pecan Plantation Art 
Guild is hosting a stained-
glass workshop on Tuesday, 
May 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
EMS Auxiliary meeting room. 
Instructor Kerian Massey will 
lead participants in making 
a colorful hanging stained 
glass feather. All supplies 
are provided with the $75 
registration fee, which is 
payable upon arrival at the 
event.

GOLF PLAY

Pecan’s golf course will be 
busy on May 5-7 when the 
Guys and Dolls Tournament 
arrives. Registration is hap-
pening now at the golf pro 
shop.

START ENGINES

A “Unique Car Show” is 
coming to the PAC parking 
lot on Saturday, May 13 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Pecan’s ex-

ecutive chef Jordan Ray will 
be present and serving bar-
becue and beverages.

BEVERAGE CART

Pecan is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of full 
beverage cart service for 
golfers has begun and will be 
operational six days a week. 
The cart will provide golf-
ers with a convenient way 
to stay refreshed by offer-
ing an assortment of drinks 
and various edibles, includ-
ing breakfast burritos from 
the 19th Hole, for purchase. 
Cash, credit/debit cards, and 
member charges are all ac-
ceptable forms of payment.

General Manager Rick 
Lantgen credits the beverage 
cart as one way to “enhance 
our members’ and guests’ 
experience on the course.”

GOOD READS

The Hood County Library 
District’s bookmobile is 
traveling to Pecan begin-
ning in May. Plans include 
the bookmobile stopping 
at the PAC on the first and 
third Wednesdays of each 
month from 9 to 11 a.m. A 
full-service library for check-
ing out books, DVDs, and 

audiobooks will be available. 
Patrons should bring their li-
brary cards when visiting the 
bookmobile.

PARTY TIME

Pecaners will enjoy a 
Kentucky Derby Party on 
Saturday, May 6 from 4 to 7 
p.m. at the clubhouse when 
attendees may show off 
“hats, ties, and skill for pick-
ing ponies during the first 
jewel of the Triple Crown.”

The Brazos Room staff 
will provide heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, and the bar will be 
open. Ladies are encouraged 
to decorate and wear hats, 
and men should don their 
best bow ties. There will be 
prizes for the best fashion 
accessories chosen by “spe-
cial guest judges.”

The Entertainment 
Committee will be selling 
door prize tickets that at-
tendees may use to choose 
winning horses. Prizes for all 
winners will be Pecan Bucks. 

Reservations are required 
as seating is limited. Call the 
clubhouse front desk to se-
cure a spot: 817-573-2641.

GENEALOGY GROUP

Pecan’s Genealogy Group 

is taking a field trip on 
Tuesday, May 16 to the 
Somervell County Library 
beginning at 10 a.m. Folks 
will meet at the library in 
Glen Rose, and everyone is 
welcome. While on site, at-
tendees will enjoy a tour of 
the genealogical resources 
which include not only Texas 
but all of the United States. 
After the May meeting, the 
Genealogy Group will recess 
until September.

For more information on 
the Genealogy Group and 
to be added to its email 
list, call or text Kay Holly at 
682-459-5718. 

PICKLEBALL NEWS

Pecan Plantation’s 
Pickleball Association con-
tinues to thrive under its 
leadership team. Serving this 
year are David Stilwell, past 
president and advisor; Sam 
Butler, president; Charlotte 
Bishop, vice president; 
Amy Diaz, secretary; Tracy 
Davis, treasurer; and Mo 
Romanowski, membership.

dianedlong@yahoo.com | 
817-579-9360
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NEW HOMESITES 

AVAILABLE

NEW MODEL HOME

 COMING SOON!

Stop by the Information Center 

for more details.

Artist rendering. Actual size and color may vary.

• Residential and Commercial Propane Delivery 

• New Construction Propane Tank Sets

• Service and Repair Work

NOW HIRING

CALL US TODAY!
  LIPAN 254-646-2237

TOLL FREE  800-448-7803

 2411 E. Highway 377

Propane low on that outdoor kitchen propane tank? 

We can help! Santo Propane can work with outdoor 

designers and contractors as your outdoor space 

is created. Santo Propane will provide install of the 

propane tank for that pool oasis area and outdoor 

kitchen-grilling area! We can communicate and 

coordinate with other contractors! Call us today to 

get a free estimate! 

www.santopropane.com

Propane Service Technician  
apply today through Facebook

PECAN PLANTATION BITS

Green Thumb Garden Club holding fundraiser today for beautification projects

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas 
transplant for 28 years, Diane Long is a 
wife, mother and English teacher who has 
written Pecan Plantation Bits for 15 years 
cumulatively. She spends her time gathering 
neighborhood news and teaching students 
how to avoid passive voice.

BY DIANE LONG

T
he Green Thumb Garden Club is host-

ing a sale of plants and garden art today, 

Saturday, April 29, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

at the PAC gym. All proceeds from the 

day will support Pecan beautification projects.

tween fairy tales and a 
suspense novel, hovering 
around both an erotic tale 
and a humor story, it’s pret-
ty safe to say that “House of 
Cotton” is unlike any other 
novel you’ve ever read. It’s 
weird, and it’s heartbreak-
ingly beautiful.

Author Monica Brashears’ 
main character, Magnolia, is 
someone you want to reach 
into the pages and hug – 
if you weren’t sure she’d 
push you away for it. She’s 
just learning how to be an 
adult, and not liking it; she’s 
smart, but innocent yet and 
that’s a bad combination in 
this great story. Once she 
finds a job with Cotton and 
his Aunt Eden, then, the 

book takes a dark, ominous 
turn, like a modern-day old-
fashioned Gothic novel. 

Readers shouldn’t be one 
bit surprised if they become 
nervous by then. It’s for 
good reason.

“House of Cotton” will 
surprise you. It’s not what 
you think it might be, and 
more; it’s a vacation read 
here for the packing, if you 
want it.

BOOK
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Read all about it!
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