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It’s been months since the election,
but former contenders for county at-
torney are still sparring over their dif-
fering prosecution philosophies.

Even though the county attorney’s

office handles misdemeanors, not felo-

nies, the stakes are nevertheless high.
It is the county attorney’s respon-
sibility to seek justice for victims and
ensure that innocent people don’t end
up with a criminal record.
Atissue is County Attorney Matt
Mills’ dismissal of cases since taking
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Case dismissed

Current and former county attorneys disagree over dropped cases

office last month. Six of
those cases involved al-
legations of family vio-
lence.

Former County Attor-
ney Lori Kaspar, whom
Mills defeated in last
year’s Republican prima-
ry, feels her former op-
ponent is mishandling cases. She has
criticized him on social media.

The way Kaspar sees it, criminals and
abusers are being allowed to walk free.
In cases of family violence, that puts
victims in greater danger, in her view.

County Court-at-Law Judge Vincent

Messina acknowledged that there are
times when, for various reasons, fam-
ily violence cases must be dropped,
but said that dismissals “should be the
absolute last resort.”

There’s more.

Mills’ handling of family violence
cases isn’t Kaspar’s only issue with
him. She posted this message on her
Facebook page:

“In January 2017, the Hood County
Attorney’s Office convicted less than
half the number of drug offenders as
it did in January '16. What kind of mes-
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WHAT IT MEANS

FORMER County Attorney Lori Kaspar has been

criticizing new County Attorney Matt Mills for
dropping cases.

THE cases in question include alleged drug of-

fenses and family violence.

MILLS, who has broken a long-standing tradition

in Hood County of not dropping family violence
cases even when the alleged victim does not
want to prosecute, acknowledged that he has
dropped six such cases since taking office last
month, but said that none of the women wanted

to prosecute and none had visible injuries.

KASPAR and county Court-at-Law Judge Vincent
Messina, who himselfis aformer county attor-
ney, said it is common for victims to be reluctant
witnesses because they are being threatened or
intimidated by their abusers.

KASPAR, who was defeated by Mills in last year’s
Republican primary, also said that no visible in-
juries does not mean that there was no assault,
and that Mills’ office should be investigating be-
yond the law enforcement incident report.

Carriage driver
recovering from
severe Injuries

Benefit auction next Saturday

BY BETHANY KURTZ
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

her injuries, Gil-
bert said. But her
Spirits are return-
ing and the sisters
are able to have
some fun even in
the hospital.

“She is clucking
- as in urging the
horses to ‘move up’ - and using
that left hand in a whipping mo-
tion. I provided a straw as her
‘whip’ and she is bopping imagi-
nary horses and people with it.
We are laughing!” Gilbert said.

“She can receive visitors for
short visits. They may sign the
visitors journal in her room.
Please do not over-tire her.”

Even though the recovery
will go on for a while, Gilbert
has faith in her sister’s spirit to
press on.

“Toughness with a positive at-
titude will carry her far,” Gilbert

As Granbury carriage driver
Wendy Inga recovers in the hos-
pital, a local business is prepar-
ing to support her.

Tammy and Rock Pistillo, Inga
owners of SpellBound on the
square, will hold a silent auc-
tion from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. next
Saturday in their shop.

All profits from the sale will
be donated to a GoFundMe ac-
count set up by Inga’s family to
help pay her medical bills and
other bills until she can return
to work.

“We knew her before the acci-
dent,” Rock said. “We liked hav-
ing her here in Granbury. She is
areally great lady.”

“She is a real asset to the com-
munity,” Tammy added.

On Feb. 1, Inga was crushed
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One of three fires

A firefighter finished extinguishing a fire at a mobile home in Deer Run
Acres northeast of Granbury Thursday afternoon. No one was home
when the fire started. The resident said he turned on his air conditioner,
leftand returned only to see his home on fire. It was one of three fires that

broke out mid-afternoon during a period of high fire risk due to low hu-
midity, high wind and unseasonably warm temperatures. The other two
were grass fires.

while working with one of her
horses inside a trailer. One leg
was broken and she had mul-
tiple internal injuries, according
to her sister Diane Gilbert. Since
then, Inga has been recovering
in a Fort Worth hospital.

Inga started therapy this
week, but her recuperation and

said.

The Pistillos hope their auc-
tion will draw out the commu-
nity to support Inga.

Auction items will include a
1906 Player Piano, fully refur-
bished and electrified, and a
1939 slot machine that runs
on dimes instead of the typical

Only one
election
this May

According to election of-
ficials, only one election will
be held in May, and it will be
for the Acton Municipal Util-
ity District (AMUD).

Lipan holds city and school
district contests in May, but
no incumbents are being
challenged.

For AMUD, four contenders
are vying for three at-large
seats.

Incumbents Don Cleve-
land, John Featherston and
Ron Cotton are seeking an-
other term.

A challenge is being posed

What about that RV in the yard?

BY KATHY CRUZ
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Granbury City Manager Chris
Coffman has alerted the City
Council to the need for a zon-
ing ordinance update after
awoman filed more than 75
complaints about RVs that are
allegedly out of compliance.

The woman took the action
after her Homeowners Asso-
ciation and the city’s Zoning
Board of Adjustment (ZBA) did
not side with her on an issue
involving her own RV.

Coffman explained the situ-
ation to the council at its regu-
lar meeting Tuesday night.

He said that the woman’s
HOA prohibits RVs from being
stored.

She sought a variance
through the ZBA, but it was

City to address codes
for boats, RVs and trailers

City staff sent the woman a
letter and waited 10 days for
her to comply.

Meanwhile, Coffman said,
“neighbors vocalized their
concern,” asking when the city
“was going to enforce the law.”

“Ultimately, we got compli-
ance from the homeowner, but
since that time the homeowner
has been driving all over the
city limits identifying RVs that
are parked at other people’s
homes, regardless of whether
there is an HOA or not,” the
city manager said.

Coffman stated that there
are clear rules about parking
on the street, but there are am-
biguities in the city’s ordinanc-
es that need to be addressed.

who have boats, RVs and trail-
ers in residential areas claim
that city staffers have told
them in the past “exactly what
they needed to do in order to
be legal.”

Coffman said that city staff-
ers are currently working to
address “any ambiguity” with
current codes, and that there
will probably need to be “some
rewriting.”

“Boat, RV and trailer storage
- that’s kind of a gray area in
our zoning code,” he said, add-
ing that it is “where this lady is
finding her footing to file over
75 complaints.”

“We’ve got a lot of work to
do here on this ordinance,”
Coffman stated.

“Zoning ordinances are hard
to change, and it takes time.”

rehabilitation process will be

lengthy due to the severity of PLEASE SEE AUCTION | 2A
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HELPING WENDY: Tammy and Rock Pistillo, owners of SpellBound on the
Granbury square, will hold a silent auction benefiting Wendy Inga’s recov-
ery fund from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. next Saturday. Inga, who, with her horses,
gave carriage rides around downtown Granbury. She was injured in an ac-

by Richard Huckel. denied. He said that some citizens Keruz@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 258 cidenton Feb. 1.
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State asks
for Tolar RR
crossing to close

The Tolar City Council is
considering a request from the
Texas Department of Transpor-
tation (TxDOT) to close the rail-
road crossing on Oak Street.

First, though, they want to
hear the views of local residents
and do a traffic study.

“The state has offered us up
to $150,000 to close it,” Mayor
Terry Johnson said of the cross-
ing, which does not have cross-
ing arms.

The mayor said that the re-
quest is a new development and,
even though it was discussed
during Tuesday night’s regular
City Council meeting, most citi-
zens don’t know about it yet.

Johnson said that he is not in
favor of the move, which would
require traffic to be rerouted.

AUCTION

FROM PAGE ONE

quarters and nickels.

“We are trying to do unique
things - one-of-a-kind things
that people would really care
about,” Rock said.

Other items include a neon
roping Nolan Ryan sign, Vera
Bradley TCU and Texas A&M
print bags, a signed Dak
Prescott print, an Elgin watch
counter display and several
Texas-themed wall-art pieces.

Bidding will start at a mini-
mum open bid for each item,
and there will be refreshments
available throughout the auc-
tion, Tammy said.

Top bidders will be notified
after the end of the sale if they
are not present, she said.

To make a donation directly
to Inga, visit https://www.go-
fundme.com/xbKky34n7-wend-
ys-medical-fund.

BY KATHY CRUZ
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

new water plant is about 50
percent complete, according
to Public Works Director Rick
Crownover.

Phase one is expected to go
online around Oct. 1 when the

The first phase of Granbury’s

www.hcnews.com

Water and Treatment System
(SWATS) contract expires.

At Tuesday night’s regular
meeting of the City Council,
Crownover thanked the elected
officials for purchasing a “pie-
shaped” piece of property next
to the plant, which is located
on East Pearl Street across from

“I feel certain that an ad-
ditional storage tank will be
needed in the not too distant
future,” he said.

Crownover said that the
city’s current water plant has
been shut down “for a couple
of weeks,” but that this is a
good time of year for that to

He said that, at 1.4 or 1.5 mil-
lion gallons per day, the aver-
age daily consumption is lower
than during peak summer
months, when daily consump-
tion averages 3.2 or 3.3 million
gallons.

The city is relying on well wa-
ter for now, as the first phase

city’s contract with the Surface

the Plantation Inn.

happen.

of the new $16 million desali-

New city water plant at halfway mark

nation water treatment plant
progresses.

Crownover said that “slab
and containment for chemi-
cal storage” will be done in the
next couple of weeks.

“I'would say, construction-
wise, (the plant) is probably in
the neighborhood of halfway
complete,” he said.

MILLS: Taking only strongest cases to trial better use of resources

FROM PAGE ONE

sage does that send?”

She also posted this: “In January
2016, the Hood County Attorney’s Of-
fice convicted 68 defendants. In January
2017, only 23 were convicted.”

It looks bad. But is it?

ATRUER FORM OF JUSTICE?

In Mills’ mind, his record thus far
sends a message of fairness, a greater
chance for offenders to turn around
and prudent use of county resources
and jurors’ time.

He said that cases can be dismissed
“for a variety of reasons.”

For instance, Mills said that he some-
times drops lesser cases when a defen-
dant is facing multiple charges.

By doing so, he said, offenders -
many of whom are indigent - have a
better shot at paying fines and court
costs, thus extricating themselves from
the system and not staying in jail for
months at taxpayers’ expense.

He also said that he focuses on charg-
es that can be enhanced.

“I'm going to take strong cases to trial
and not poor cases to trial,” Mills said.

Regarding the family violence cases
that were dropped, Mills said that none
of victims - all of whom are women -
wanted to prosecute. Also, he said, none
had any visible injuries in photos taken
by law enforcement.

“Give me a black eye, give me a cut,”
he said, as he showed the Hood County
News photos taken in those cases in
which no injuries were apparent.

“If she’s not going to be a witness
who'’s cooperative, I need to have some-
thing to back (the abuse claim) up,” the
county attorney said.

Mills also said that the alleged vic-
tims in some cases might have been
drunk, or might “have an ax to grind,” a
criminal record or some other issue that
could affect their credibility.

KASPAR’S VIEW

Kaspar presented a different view of
how family violence cases should be
handled.

It is common, she said, for an abuse
victim to say they don’t want their abus-
er prosecuted, even though abuse did
occur and they do want help from the
justice system.

Most cases, she noted, involve a male
abuser and a female victim.

The reason victims say they don’t
want to follow through with prosecu-
tion, she said, is because they are afraid
and are being threatened or intimidated
by their abuser.

Messina, himself a former county at-
torney, agrees with this.

He said he found during his time as a
prosecutor that pressure placed on vic-
tims of family violence can be “physical,
emotional, sexual or financial - or all
four combined.”

“This led me to conclude that the saf-
est approach would be simply to have a
‘no dismissal’ policy when dealing with
family violence cases,” he stated.

Mills has broken that long-standing

Hood County policy.

Unlike his predecessors, he has
dropped a case based on a victim’s affi-
davit for non-prosecution.

He noted, however, that he has also
refused to drop cases in which such af-
fidavits were presented.

“It's a factor,” Mills said of the affi-
davits, “and it’s something you have to
consider if the other evidence in your
case is weak.”

Kaspar said that victims are often
threatened in an attempt by their abus-
ers to get them to sign the affidavits.

She further stated that a lack of vis-
ible injuries does not mean that an as-
sault did not occur. The abuser may
have pulled the victim’s hair, or shoved
them, she said.

She said that during her tenure, inves-
tigator Pete Wilkerson, who has since
retired, “worked endless hours” to get
to the bottom of what occurred in cases
of family violence.

Most of the time, she said, a police or
sheriff’s deputy report is not going to
contain all the information needed to
prove up a case and that further investi-
gation is needed.

Kaspar noted that Mills does not have
a full-time investigator.

She said that family violence cases
sometimes take time to prove, and
that’s why a prosecutor shouldn’t
simply rely on an incident report and
whether there were any visible injuries.

Kaspar said that she and Wilkerson
at times were able to prove abuse cases

after spending a good deal of time mon-
itoring an offender’s phone calls and
letters from jail, which is permissible
under the law.

DIFFERENT PHILOSOPHIES

Mills points out that statistics from
the Office of Court Administration
show 26 acquittals during Kaspar’s
term in office - seven by the judge, and
19 by juries.

Nine of those acquittals were in fam-
ily violence cases. There was one family
violence conviction.

By comparison, the total number of
convictions was 24 - less than the num-
ber of acquittals.

These numbers represent only con-
tested cases. Most cases handled by the
county attorney’s office involve plea
bargains and don’t go to trial.

To Mills, the number of acquittals un-
der Kaspar - and the waste of time and
resources they represent - are “unac-
ceptable.”

He said he also feels that Kaspar’s
criticism is nothing more than “sour
grapes” over losing the election.

“He can say that. That’s his opinion,”
Kaspar said. “But I think people have
aright to know (about the dismissals),
and people can decide for themselves.”

As for Mills, he summed up his pros-
ecution philosophy this way: “We try to
know when to hold ’em and know when
to fold 'em.”

keruz@henews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 258

THIRD PLACE: Emily Brite, 11th grade, shows off her third-place finishin the
Southdown lamb show in San Antonio.

Hood 4-H’ers shine in San Antonio

BY BETHANY KURTZ
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Hood County 4-H students
are making a strong showing at
the San Antonio Stock Show.

The show runs through Sun-
day. So far, Hood County stu-
dents have placed seven times
in the breeding and market
shows and four times in con-
tests.

“Itis really a good group of
youth with a hard work ethic.
We have a lot of parents and
leaders who support and help
them with their projects,” Hood
County AgrilLife Extension
Agent Marty Vahlenkamp said.

Emily Brite, a junior, has
stacked up the most wins at
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HOOD COUNTY 4-H

IN THE SALE: Tori Taylor shows off her medium wool lamb that finished

in eighth place and made the sale in the market show.

HOOD COUNTY 4-H

There’s an easier way
to get newspaper photos.

the show, placing first, second,
fifth and eighth in the Breeding
Sheep Show and third with her

Southdown in the Market Show
to make the sale.

She also won a $1,000 schol-
arship for her second place
finish in the Senior Sheep
Skillathon.

“Emily has been working at
this since third grade,” Vahlen-
kamp said, explaining the
skillathon is a knowledge-based
contest of the sheep industry.

Contestants have to take a
test and know about feeds,
breeds and medicines. Finalists
have to do hands-on skill sta-
tions and give a speech.

Eighth-grader Kyle Vahlen-
kamp won the Intermediate

Sheep Skillathon with a $250
scholarship, and third-grader
Rylee Vahlenkamp was second
in the Junior Sheep Skillathon,
earning a $200 scholarship.

Fifth-grader Wyatt Oldham
exhibited his breeding Duroc in
the Junior Breeding Swine Show.
He did not place in that class,
but earned the 10th spot in the
open show.

Tori Taylor, a senior, finished
eight with her medium wool in
the market show and made the
sale.

Sixth-grader Camey Powers
was the seventh high individu-
al in the Junior Horse Judging
Contest.

bkurtz@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 256

PHOTO COURTESY OF HOOD COUNTY 4-H

SKILLS DRILL: 4-H students com-
peted in different levels of the
Skillathon. From left, Emily Brite
was second in the Senior Sheep
Skillathon, Kyle Vahlenkamp won
the Intermediate Sheep Skillathon
and Rylee Vahlenkamp was second
in the Junior Sheep Skillathon.
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Welcome!

9:30 a.m. Sunday mornings

“Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, a parish in good standing with
the Episcopal Church in the United States of America,
a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion.”

The Episcopal Church welcomes all
who worship Jesus Christ.

EPISCOPAL

CHURCH, .
Good Shepherd

The Rev. Dr. Suzi Robertson, Priest in Charge 832-723-3129
Ian Moore, Sub Deacon 817-219-5382
Leslie Guinn, Sub Deacon 817-219-3510

2016 Acton Hwy - Hwy 4 across from Morrison Supply 5
at Seventh Day Adventist Church g

A FAST CLIP: Public Works Director Rick Crownover said that crews are get-
ting work done so quickly that the Downtown Streetscape and Pedestrian
Improvement Project may be finished early. As it stands, the project is ex-
pected to be finished in September. Crownover urged everyone to remem-

ber that the Bridge-Houston intersection area on the square is“a construc-
tion area.”Some people are not using the crosswalks, he said, adding thata
woman recently fell.

Square project progressing quickly

BY KATHY CRUZ
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Granbury Public Works Di-
rector Rick Crownover said
this week that work is going so
quickly on the square improve-
ment project that it might be
finished ahead of schedule.

The almost $3 million project,
which is largely being funded
through a grant, has been slated

for completion around Septem-
ber.

“These guys are... moving
fast,” Crownover said when he
addressed the City Council at
its regular meeting Tuesday
night.

He said that crews had pres-
sure tested the 8-inch water line
on Monday and had put in new
curbs on the inside diameter by
the courthouse.

They have finished the
“demo” on the Bridge-Houston
intersection, removed pavers
and put in pedestrian cross-
walks, he said.

“I'would like to remind every-
body that this is a construction
zone,” Crownover cautioned.

He stated that a lot of pedes-
trians have not been using the
crosswalks.

“I'worry about that,” he said.

“I think it was yesterday, or Sat-
urday, we had a lady fall.”

Crownover said that crews
are busy hauling debris, and
that two of his men are on site
every day.

“I think we’re moving forward
at areally good pace,” he said.

When finished, the square will
have wider, safer sidewalks, and
there will also be lighting and
landscaping improvements.

City manager works to fix drainage problem

BY KATHY CRUZ
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

More than 8 months after
floods caused soil erosion on
Doyle Springs Road near the
lake, City Manager Chris Coff-
man is still trying to help home-
owners find a way to prevent
future problems.

Although, according to Coff-
man, the city is not liable for the

erosion that damaged two prop-
erties, he is nevertheless “work-
ing to come up with a solution.”
Coffman said that two home-
owners claim the area was not
properly developed. A concrete
drainage ditch, probably putin
back in the '70s, wasn’t “poured
all the way to the lake,” he said.
Compounding the problem is
an underground spring.
Coffman told the City Coun-

cil that an insurance claim was
submitted to the Texas Mu-
nicipal League (TML), but it was
denied.

“The city has immunity over
drainage issues,” he said.

Coffman stated that he vol-
unteered to get a structural
engineer “to see what we can do
to complete the drainage struc-
ture.”

This pleased one homeowner,

but did not appease the other,
the city manager said.

“These folks, not only have
they suffered from this storm
drainage, but they suffered be-
cause their entire property is
sloughing into the lake,” Coff-
man said.

“We do have erosion prob-
lems there.”

keruz@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 258

Tolar husband, 31, charged with pointing gun

Wednesdays & Thursdays
Call 210-240-0788

1301 Crawford Ave. Ste. 3
(behind Chicken Express)

Enhance Your Natural Beauty

Restylane Lyft is an FDA-approved treatment to provide
fullness to the cheeks and to smooth smile lines.

Restylane Silk is an FDA-approved treatment specifically
for lips and the lines around them.

S

Actual patients.
Individual results
may vary.

817-579-LIPO (5476)
1315 Waters Edge Dr. | Ste. 107 | Granbury, TX 76049

Sheriff’s deputies arrested a man
Monday for pointing a rifle at his wife,
said Public Information Officer Lt.
Johnny Rose

Monday around 1 p.m., deputies re-
sponded to the 7000 block of Highway

377 West in response to a distur-
bance, he said.

They were told that Isaac William
Ives, 31, of Tolar, had pointed a rifle
at his 25-year-old wife during an argu-
ment.

No one was injured during the inci-
dent.

Ives was arrested and charged with
aggravated assault with a deadly
weapon/family violence, a first-degree
felony with a $75,000 bond.

OPHTHALMOLOGY ASSOCIATES

It’s a Beautiful World. See it Well.

ADULTS

SI®

UNDER 12

Ready to help you...
with any of your eye care needs.

DRINKS & DESSERT

FRIDAYS
MAR 3 - APR 7

General Ophthalmology/Eyecare
Diabetic Exams

FAMILY
FRIENDLY

Cataract Evaluations
LASIK Evaluations
Glaucoma Evaluations

ST FRANCES CABRINI PARISH [ 2301 ACTON HWY

Retina Disorders
Contact Lens Exams

77k Yo/

Thank you to all who contributed to the 2016-2017
Habitat for Humanity Matching Funds Drive.
We so appreciate your support for this
needed housing ministry.

Back to School Eye Exams

CALL 817-579-0100

or visit us online at fortworth2020.com

We want to thank:
- The Inge Foundation -
- First National Bank of Granbury -
and
Several anonymous donors.
These generous groups and individuals
contributed the Matching Funds.

When you spend
money with your
neighbors, you
are providing
jobs, keepin
money circulation
in Hood County
and helping
create even
more shopping
opportunities as
businesses grow.

Also, another big thanks to all individuals and groups
who gave during the Matching Funds Campaign.
Your generosity will enable us to continue building
simple, decent homes for God’s people in need.

Thank you from all of us at Habitat
and may you have a blessed 2017!

By sh i

sr¥1§ll?$§¢nz§'e in ';‘\‘\ o

fact ShopRing big \'fﬁ' Habitat
: for Humanity®

of Hood County
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Wonders

of the
World?

ith the rancor running ram-
pant in the world today, it’s
remarkable that the Seven
Wonders of the World are
staying stitched, at least so far.

This day, I cite three personal “won-
derments,” none of which rises to the
level of minutia.

They have long been bewildering to
me. Perhaps you'd prefer making your
own list.

Your call...

- Recorded messages: We're all

weary of the worn response about how

much our calls are
appreciated, but are
disappointed that
typically “associates
are busy assisting
other customers.”
My curiosity is
piqued by this fre-
quent reminder:
“Please listen to the
following prompts,

THEIDLE
AMERICAN

since some of them
may have changed.”

Oh, really? Has
anyone ever learned
- beyond reason-
able doubt - that any prompt has ever
changed?

Further, when one prompt leads to
another, to another and to another, are
we finally justified in wondering if our
calls are all that important?

Is there a better gamble to reach a
“live” person quickly than to immedi-
ately hit “0” at the outset of recorded
messages? I wonder...

- Does anyone else tire of TV news-
casts invariably beginning with these
words, or something akin thereto?
“Breaking News.” (Brace yourself. If
news gets worse, we may be in for
“compound fractured news.”)...

- Each of us has a memory of larg-
er-than-life figures believed to best
typify THE OLD WEST. How about The
Marlboro Man? Roy Rogers? The Lone
Ranger?

My vote goes to Dr. Marvin Knight,
the Stetson-wearing, cigarette-smoking
surgeon who roamed the Dallas Cow-
boys’ sidelines for 27 years.

He never had a contract with the
team, and never cared if he did. Devoid
of pretense, he was recognized as a
world leader in orthopedic surgery.

No wonder injured players checked
into the 18-bed Muenster General Hos-
pital, where Knight preferred to con-
duct surgeries during his final 16 years
of practice.

This allowed him to return to his be-
loved ranch ASAP. Next to “doctoring,”
that’s where he most liked to be...

- Books could be written - and
should be - about this pioneering phy-
sician who introduced orthopedic sur-
gery to West Texas. His was a revered
name and stories of his experiences
are legion.

Patients came from miles around,
particularly for knee surgeries. One he
spoke of was a highly successful knee
fix-up of an immensely wealthy wom-
an with vast ranching interests.

After several follow-up visits and
declared ready to resume normal ac-
tivities, she mentioned she had yet to
receive a bill for the surgery...

- “I'know,” Dr. Knight said. “I've been
thinking about sending one, but I can’t
decide how much to charge.”

The woman bristled.

“I'd like to be billed at the going
rate,” she snapped.

“Oh, that it could be so simple,” Dr.
Knight explained. “More than half of
the surgeries I perform are on patients
without portfolio.”

He said he never expected to get a
dime from names on his, uh, “dead-
beat list.”

She asked what he expected her to
do about the ne’er do wells.

“I'was thinking of triple-billing you
to cover your surgery and for two oth-
ers who didn’t pay.”

Again, she objected, saying she’d
never pay on this basis...

- “That’s pretty much the response I
expected,” he grinned. “Paying is your
option. If you choose not to, I'll just
add your name to my deadbeat list.”

She wrote the “check for three” be-
fore leaving the office. When he died
at age 91 in 2000, one of the nation’s
most distinguished - and most color-
ful - went on to glory.

He may not have been the eighth
Wonder of the World, but he came
close...

Don Newbury
Guest columnist

Dr. Newbury is a speaker in the Me-
troplex. Inquiries/comments to: new-
bury@speakerdoc.com. Phone: 817-
447-3872. Web: www.speakerdoc.com.

www.hcnews.com
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February’s spring-like weather has drawn many Hood Countians out to enjoy the great
outdoors. While some frolicked along the shoreline, others enjoyed strolls along the
boardwalk at Granbury City Beach Park. The weekend weather outlook calls for cooler

Warm winter weather

temperatures. The next opportunity for rain comes Tuesday with a 20 percent chance of
thunderstorms.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
MISSING IN ACTION

To say that the first month of the
Trump administration has been
“rocky” would be an understatement;
virtually every nomination, executive
order, and bill have been extremely
contentious, and the administration
itself has been mired in accusations
of scandalous (and potentially trea-
sonous) contacts with Russia, con-
flicts of interest and abuses of public
office for private gain.

This week marks the first recess of
the 115th Congress, which would be
a perfect time for our state represen-
tatives to come home and talk about
how things are going in Washington.

Unfortunately, there has been little
to no response to requests for local
town halls from either of our state
senators, Ted Cruz and John Cornyn,
or from our District 11 representa-
tive, Mike Conaway.

And this isn’t just happening in
Hood County; Republican represen-
tatives across the state and across
the country have gone missing-in-
action at a time when they should be
meeting face-to-face with their con-
stituents.

They're almost certainly worried
that they’ll be bombarded with lib-
eral backlash, but some of the issues
facing us right now - such as the ad-

ministration’s mysterious ties to the
country that tampered with our elec-
tion - are not partisan issues: They
affect all of us and demand immedi-
ate investigation and explanation.

Mr. Conaway is part of the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, which is responsible for
oversight of the intelligence commu-
nity. This committee is in a position
to investigate Michael Flynn and the
rest of the Trump administration for
potential collusion with Russia, but
Devin Nunes, the committee chair, is
stonewalling the process.

What does Mr. Conaway have to
say about this? Does he support Mr.
Nunes’ position or will he press for
an investigation?

We don’t know because he appar-
ently won’t be holding a town hall
meeting to answer these questions
and to hear our concerns.

How can representatives listen to
their constituents as long as they
write us off as paid protesters or fake
news peddlers, refuse to meet with
us, fail to answer their phones and
allow their voice mailboxes to remain
full?

The troubling answer is this: They
can't.

Mr. Conaway, if you're reading this,
then please hold a town hall meeting
in your district. Please don’t forget

that your district, state and country
are made up of people of all stripes.

We all (liberals and conservatives
alike) feel a deep love for our coun-
try and worry desperately about its
health in times like this.

I have not been paid to write this,
and I do not work for a news organi-
zation; 'm merely a concerned citi-
zen. I have no wish to rail or shout or
be verbally abusive. All I want, and
what so many others want as well, is
to a have a conversation with you so
that we can understand what’s go-
ing on and work together on these
issues.

Your silence makes it seem like you
don’t want to listen. I appreciate that
your office has been better than Mr.
Cornyn’s or Mr. Cruz’s at answering
the phones; but even so, we’d really

like to talk to you in person.
Please meet with us!
Josh Castle
Granbury
ALETTER TO LACELLE
Ma’am:

Thank you for your response to
my letter “Somewhere in the Middle”
printed in the Feb. 11 issue of this pa-
per. Please consider the following:

In paragraph 1: Please describe the

absurdities and their resolutions.
Derision is not an argument. Use the
opportunity to educate.

In paragraph 2: Please explain why
this is the case. The strawman: “...
there are still people...” is not an ar-
gument. Disagreement is not a flaw;
itis a feature of our country.

Paragraph 3: We agree extremism
is dangerous. My assertion is there
is less danger in the politics of the
Right because there is no compulsion
on the right to compel.

Paragraph 4 and 5: The ridicule of
President Trump is not an argument.
Why are his policies ridiculous? What
makes his “cohorts” unfit? How will
this administration destroy the coun-
try? Please be specific.

Paragraph 6: Pointedly, is it that
anyone who disagrees with your
positions divides the country? I pro-
pose good argument from all citizens
serves a unifying purpose.

In closing, I offer the following
thoughts: From the Right (paraphras-
ing Thessalonians 3:10): If you don’t
work, you don’t eat. The Left re-
quires: “If you don’t obey, you don’t
eat.” Iwill take my chances with the
politics of the Right.

Peter Stroempl
Granbury

YOURTURN

Do you think Texas should eliminate daylight saving time?

Gene Barrett

“Ido think it should be eliminated. I'm a
retired farmer, and daylight saving time
messes up farmers.”

“l wish they'd just leave it like it is. | think

the school kids probably benefit from it

Debby Williams

“We prefer it. We love the evenings living

on the lake. My dad was so against it he'd
refuse to set his clocks”

MEMBER: National Newspaper Association Texas Press Association West Texas Press Association North/East Texas Press Association

PR s
Ellen Kile
“I think it should be eliminated. It's so

confusing. Although | do enjoy the extra
daylight”
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Amber Morrison, center, and her daughter Tegan joined

7

to show off the rocks they were going to hide. The Facebook
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around Hood County to spread inspirational thoughts or hap-

Hood County Rocks founder Hadlee Jackson in Shanley Park  group allows people to decorate, hide and search for rocks  pyfeelings to others.

BY BETHANY KURTZ
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

cult or stressful moments in my
life, I found myself looking for
“signs” on my morning walk,
such as a heart shaped rock or
a piece of sea glass. I perceived
this ‘sign’ as a divine message
or the random inspiration I
needed to signify that things
would be okay.”

She started painting rocks to
encourage others, and it grew
from there.

Jackson said she had seen
other rock groups in her Face-
book friends’ communities and
decided to get one going with
her friends and associates in
the area.

“I didn’t expect it to get so

e

ocks with cheerful mes-

sages or whimsical crea-

tures are being scattered

across Hood County in
an effort to brighten the world
just a little.

Abox of brightly painted
rocks in one hand, Hadlee Jack-
son points out great hiding plac-
es in Shanley Park just north-
west of the Granbury square.

Jackson started the Hood
County Rocks page this fall and
said she still feels blessed by
how many people have given
their time and talents.

“It’s just to spread kindness
and give people a reason to
smile. Hopefully, they will re-
hide the rock or replace it with
one of their own to share that
smile with someone else,” she
said.

The premise of Hood County
Rocks, and the international
Kindness Rocks Project, is sim-
ple. Anyone can decorate a rock
with paint, marker or whatever
they can find. The message or
image should be encouraging
and child-friendly.

On the back should be a mes-
sage encouraging the finder to
share their find on a social me-
dia page and then either rehide
the rock or make a new rock to
share with others.

“Living near the ocean, I walk
the beach daily. The beach is
where many go when they seek
insight or a peaceful place to
think,” said Kindness Rocks
founder Megan Murphy on the
group’s webpage. “During diffi-

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

—————

To be truly independent your personal
emergency device needs to work on the go.

"

s
MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
HIDE AND SEEK: Tegan Morrison,
4, shows off a good place to hide
a rock for the Hood County Rock
hunters to find. Started in the fall,
the Facebook group has grown to
more than 1,000 rock hounds.
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many people to continue to
work on it,” she said.

GROWN TO 1,000 MEMBERS

The Hood County Rocks Face-
book page started in October,
she said. Today it has more
than 1,000 members includ-
ing some local artists who lend
their talents to the project.

One such artist is Lois Ray
Craft.

Her daughter Tanya Patterson
said medical issues keep her
mother in bed most days, but
that Craft loves to sit and paint
rocks. Patterson clear coats the
rocks to protect the paint be-
fore she and her granddaughter
hide them.

“When someone finds a rock
and reports it, we show it to her
and she asks if they liked it,”
Patterson said. “One rock got
found twice so she was so tick-
led it had been rehidden.”

In the first week Craft painted
rocks for the project, she made
at least 60.

On Tuesday, Facebook pro-
file user Monica Plata Polichetti
posted a photo of her dog and a
rock she had found.

“We found this cute rock in
Granbury Park. Good way to
spread a nice and kind mes-
sage. Rock relocated,” Polichetti
wrote.

Facebook profile user Jeremy
Raines posted a photo Tues-
day of a rock that said “We do
together like peanut butter and
jelly” with small cartoon sand-
wich characters.

“My son found his first rock
at the park! We hid it again,”

Raines wrote.

As Jackson began painting
rocks to spread around Hood
County, she also rediscovered a
part of her childhood, she said.
Her father was an artist and
owned a business on the Gran-
bury square. The two of them
used to paint rocks to give away
as Christmas presents, but she
found several of the ones she
had painted saved carefully
amongst his possessions after
he passed away.

Jackson said she can’t do the
same level of artwork as many
other local artists can, but her
designs are inspired by the sea-
son and upcoming holidays.

“Right now, everything is
green, purple and yellow for
Mardi Gras,” she said with a
chuckle.

Jackson’s favorite spots to
hide the palm-sized or smaller
rocks are in the local parks,
near the hospital or at restau-
rant tables.

“Everybody is finding them. I
have men posting about a rock
they found at Walmart or Home
Depot. And they are excited
about it,” she said. “I love to hit
the playground because of the
kids and their smiles.”

But after four months of hid-
ing rocks, she has to be careful
now.

People who frequent the
parks have identified her and
will sometimes swarm the area
after she leaves, looking for the
latest deposits.

So she hides them in her
pockets until she can slip them,
unnoticed, onto park benches,
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HIDE US: A collection of rocks is ready to be hidden. Local artists, children
and anyone with a desire to can decorate rocks with characters, words, or
just twirls and lines, as long as the message is positive and child friendly.
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picnic tables, near light poles
and other frequented areas.

“Thave gone through several
30-pound bags of rocks,” she
said, estimating she has painted
about 100 rocks.

The Hood County Rocks Face-
book page includes a complete
set of instructions including
warnings not to trespass or
steal rocks from private or busi-
ness landscaping.

The instructions also caution
against leaving rocks in dan-
gerous places like in the grass
where they could get picked up
and thrown by lawn mowers.

Rocks should also not be used

dish Our Best Deal Ever!

as advertising or for discourag-
ing purposes. Group members
will also questions about hiding
or decorating rocks.

As Jackson left the park on
Wednesday, two ladies ap-
proached her, asking if she was
the one leaving the rocks they
had found around the park.

After Jackson explained the
project, the women asked if
they could take a few of her re-
maining rocks and hide them
around town.

“It has been so much fun, and
[ have met so many nice people
through this,” Jackson said with
a beaming smile.
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Rattlers’ season
ends with Bowie

loss,

BY GRANT MCGALLIARD
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The 2017 basketball season
came to an end for the Tolar
Rattlers in Azle on Tuesday
with a 63-51 loss to the Bowie
Jackrabbits.

The Rattlers were riding
a two-game win streak that
earned them the final playoff
spot in District 7-3A, but were
matched up in the bi-district
round of the University In-
terscholastic League playoffs
against a Bowie squad that had
marched through District 8-3A
with a perfect 14-0 record.

Tolar didn’t get overpowered.
The Rattlers held a 24-12 lead
in the second quarter on the
strength of their four senior
starters.

“I felt like my best chance was
to give those seniors the game,
like I did the last couple of
games,” Tolar head coach Kent
Caruthers said. “I just think we
got a little worn out.”

Those seniors - Will Bonnell,
Bryce Farmer, Michael Gola and
Devin Hodges - put up 46 of the
Rattlers’ 51 total points.

The Rattlers initially were able
to deny entry passes into Bowie
big men Daniel and Gary Mos-
ley, two brothers who manned
the paint for the Jackrabbits.

Tolar used the strength of
this defense to jump out to a
7-2 lead, but Bowie came back
to claim a 12-11 advantage with
2:50 left in the first quarter.

63-51

The Rattlers refused to back
down to pressure, and Bonnell’s
corner three near the end of
the quarter made it 18-12 Tolar
through one.

Bryce Farmer opened up the
second quarter with two threes
from the exact same spot in the
left quarter, and for a brief mo-
ment, it looked like Tolar would
build on their 24-12 lead and
upset Bowie.

But the Jackrabbits were too
good of a team to go down. Dan-
iel Mosley’s 8 second-quarter
points gave Bowie life on the
offensive end, and they took a
29-26 lead into the half.

The Mosley brothers provided
a defensive problem for Tolar
- when the Rattlers fronted the
post to prevent Daniel Mosley
from catching an entry pass,
they also gave up rebounding
position. Great Tolar defen-
sive possessions were wasted
throughout the night as Bowie
was able to continually get sec-
ond chances.

The wave of momentum for
Bowie carried into the second
half, as the Jackrabbits took a
41-33 lead.

Tolar couldn’t string together
enough positive offensive pos-
sessions in the second half to
cut into Bowie’s lead.

The Rattlers trailed Bowie
46-38 at the end of the third
quarter.

The fourth quarter saw Tolar
endure another scoring drought
that lasted until a Farmer layup

www.hcnews.com

ACROBATIC: Tolar’s Bryce Farmer adjusts in mid-air
under the basket against the Bowie Jackrabbits in

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS | BUY REPRINTS AT HCNEWS.COM/GALLERIES
Azle on Tuesday. Farmer’s 15 points helped lead Tolar,
but the Rattlers fell to Bowie 63-51.

University Interscholastic League bi-district action in

with 5:21 remaining. The Rat-
tlers kept the deficit under 10
points for most of the quarter,
but Bowie slowly pulled away
towin 63-51.

For Caruthers, the end of the

season means having to say

goodbye to an enjoyable senior

class that also includes guard
Austin Boatman.

“They’re a fun group of kids
to be around,” Caruthers said.

“They enjoy being around each
other, they rib each other a
good bit, and they have a lot

of fun.”

grant@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 254

Pirates face pair of shootouts

GRANT MCGALLIARD
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Granbury boys and girls
soccer teams both traveled to
Burleson Tuesday night for a
matchup with Burleson High
School, and both matches went
down to the wire.

The boys squad used a Zach
Moore goal from a Logan Moore
assist and a Javier Espinoza
penalty kick to level with Burle-
son at 2-2 when the final whis-
tle blew.

In the shootout, Granbury fell
5-4 to the Elks. Ethan Campbell,
Sean Lewis, Zach Moore and Es-
pinoza converted their penalty
attempts.

The boys squad moved to

6-5-4 (3-3-2 in district) on the
season.

After a scoreless regulation,
the girls also went to a shoot-
out. The Lady Pirates were able
to pull out a 5-3 win from the
spot.

Kaitlyn Washburn, Andi
Smith, Kennedy Roy, Miriam
Espinosa and Laynee Pence put
away the extra penalty shots.

Lady Pirate head coach David
Winkleman said his defensive
unit played “outstanding” in the
win and credited keeper Payton
Bell with an “awesome” save in
the shootout.

The Lady Pirates now sit at
12-6 (6-4 in district).

grant@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 254

Lady Rattler softball edges Dublin, 9-7

GRANT MCGALLIARD
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Tolar girls used a hot
performance at the plate to beat
the Dublin Lions 9-7 on Tues-
day.

Kyndal Hall had a stellar day
from the leadoff position for

Hamm.

On the mound, April Rhine
allowed 5 earned runs in 7 in-
nings and struck out 6 Lion
batters.

The Lady Rattlers were ex-
tremely active on the basepaths,
swiping 10 total bases.

Tolar is currently taking part

GRANT MCGALLIARD
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

EASTLAND - Somewhere
between Ty Phillips’ third
three-pointer in the first
1:15 of the game and his

utes later, it became clear
1A basketball.

Use whatever dramatic
basketball adjective there
is - dominating, suffocat-
ing, white-hot - Lipan was
all those things and more
against Zephyr on Thurs-
through the area round of

tic League playoffs.

ing first quarter to put the
game out of reach after 8

before that.
in the first quarter, and the

same through the second,

fourth, which came two min-

that Lipan may just deserve
their No. 1 ranking in Texas

day in Eastland, beating the
Bulldogs 78-40 and breezing

the University Interscholas-

The Indians used a blister-

minutes, and truthfully even
At one point Lipan led 25-0

lead more or less stayed the

only continued to widen.
Lipan won the third quarter

26-6, and the final eight min-

utes were little more than a
formality.

Lipan head coach Brent
Gaylor said he was pleased

with his team’s start, despite

not knowing how Zephyr
would set up defensively.

“We didn’t know if they
were going to play us man
or zone,” Gaylor said. “We
just started moving the ball
around, and Ty Phillips got
hot.”

Phillips’ first three bas-
kets were corner threes,
and there wasn’t a Bulldog
defender within four feet of
him on any of those shots.

Even more impressive than
Phillips’ shooting was the In-

dians defense, which Gaylor
said was the key to the win.

“The biggest part of it was
our defense,” Gaylor said.
“We thought we would be
able to pressure them, and
that their guards wouldn’t
be able to handle our pres-
sure.”

the Lady Rattlers, going 4-4 with
3 runs and an RBI.

McKenna Tatum went 3-4 and
added 2 RBI. Railee Anderson
also added 2 RB]I, as did Alicia

with the Indians leading 43-
19 at the half.

The full-court press came
with the beginning of the
third quarter, and the gap

in the Glen Rose Tournament.
The Lady Rattlers began play
on Thursday and will compete
through Saturday.
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After the first quarter
shooting display, the second
quarter saw Lipan pound it
down low to forward Derrick
Cook, who used an array of

TAX, TIM

USIABOUT

Lipan runs over Zephyr

post moves to putup 9 in
the quarter.

Gaylor knows his team’s
ability to score from any-
where on the court is a big
bonus.

“We’ve had 8 or 9 guys that
have scored in double fig-
ures this year,” Gaylor said.
“We don’t rely on any one
guy to carry the load.”

Cook finished with 17
points, while Ty Phillips led
the Indians with 19.

Tate Phillips chipped in 14
points as well.

Lipan is built to go all the
way to the state title this
year, many think. Gaylor
says his team will have to
keep a level head if they’re to
make it to San Antonio.

“We can’t get too high, and
we can’t get too low,” Gay-
lor said. “We can’t get too
overenthusiastic. Just come
out, play our game, and have
fun.”

The road continues for
Lipan next week, when the
Indians play the winner of
Iredell and Gorman, contest-
ed on Friday night.

The Indians will play on
either Monday or Tuesday of
next week.
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Pirate golf places
top-6 in Azle

GRANT MCGALLIARD
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Granbury boys’ golf team
went to Azle’s Cross Timbers
Golf Course to compete in the
Buzzy Open on Tuesday.

Lawson Berry fired a 90 to
lead the Pirates. Cage Crain shot
a 96, Tyler Sheppard had a 99,
R.J. Howell shot 100, and Zane
Phelps added a 106.

Granbury finished in 6th
place out of 12 teams with a
team total of 385 after taking
the four best scores.

The Pirate boys will next head
to Burleson to play in the Cen-
tennial Tournament this week-
end.

NCTA basketball
rolls on

BY GRANT MCGALLIARD
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Tuesday was a good day for
the basketball squads of Happy
Hill Farms, as both the boys and
girls of North Central Texas
Academy earned victories in
the Texas Association of Private
and Parochial Schools playoffs.

The Pioneers easily knocked
off Longview Christian with a
81-42 win. The boys will play
Wichita Falls Notre Dame.

The Lady Pioneers beat Ath-
ens Christian 46-31 in the area
round to move on to the region-
al round. NCTA will play DeSoto
Canterbury Episcopal.

The Lady Pioneers played
Friday at 7 p.m. at King High
School. Check hcnews.com for
scores and stats.

grant@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 254

SARAH SCHULTZ
INSIDE POSITION: Kelsey Kacal has
her defender right where she wants
her as she waits for a pass from a
teammate. North Central Texas
Academy beat Athens Christian
Prep 46-31 on Tuesday.

HOME

1n on

more buyers

Place your ad to run in
print and online at
classifieds.hcnews.com

No Credit We
Check

2008 HYUNDAI ACCENT [ |

2000 LEXUS RX 300

Low Down Payment | Weekly, Semi Monthly, & Monthly Payments | FREE Warranty

Baran s Aute Z«demwe

2003 E HWY 377

GRANBURY

WWW.BARRONSAUTOENT.COM

APPLY ONLINE

817-573-2828

K23849
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GARY MARKS

FASTBREAK: Urged on by her teammate Sarah Callaway (33), Lipan’s Faith
Ross (5) turns defense into offense against Newcastle on Tuesday night in
Eastland. Lipan won 52-24 and advanced to the regional semifinals.

Pecan Plantation
hosts ladies’ playday

GRANT MCGALLIARD
HOOD COUNTY NEWS

The Pecan Plantation Country
Club Ladies’ Golf Association
held its Tuesday playday this
week, and several ladies went
home winners.

In the 18-hole silver tees divi-
sion, Jeanne Green took first
place gross, ahead of Cindi
Pustejovsky. Bonnie Beatty had
the best net score, followed by
Mary Ann Green and Cecil Long.

In 18-hole green tees play,
Ann Peal won first-place gross
in the first flight, followed by
Billie Henderson. Madeline
Longmire took first place net
over Anne Drake.

The second flight saw Clara
Garcia win the gross score com-

LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH

WORSHIP

8:00AM - CHAPEL WORSHIP

For those who prefer classic” worship with a hymnal,
piano, and organ, consider joining us at 800 am.

9:15AM - CELEBRATION WORSHIP

Lets celebrate the Lordl The songs in this weekly service
draw from the most familiar songs of the church as well
as new songs of praise that focus our attention on Christ.

petition over Goldie Kelly. Gail
Masters beat out Pam Meyer for
best net score.

Joyce Kerin won the third
flight gross score, while Suzy
Stout came in second. Margie
Johnson had the best net score,
edging out Debbie Jansen.

First place gross in the fourth
flight went to Jeri Killingsworth,
while Sue Dewey took second.
Beverly Franzen posted the best
net score over Debbie Conaway.

In the 9-hole first flight divi-
sion, Caron Nicklas won the
gross competition while Nancy
Hill had the best net score.

Second flight in the 9-hole di-
vision had Delaine Sharkey win
the gross competition, while
Martha Sheets beat out Sharon
Harris for best net.

www.hcnews.com

McGee-Callaway
combo lead Lipan
to 5224 win

BY ROGER ENLOW
EDITOR

EASTLAND - The Lipan Lady Indians
are a good basketball team but much
better when hitting from the outside.

That opens up the middle for their
leader, senior post Maddie McGee.

The 6-foot lefty poured in 22 points
Tuesday night as the defending Class A
state champs dominated Newcastle 52-
24 in the regional quarterfinals.

But it was fellow senior Sarah Calla-
way’s long-range shooting that inspired
McGee.

Callaway drained five treys - four in
the first half - and McGee took over in
the second half with 18 of the Lipan’s
28 points.

“I think every team is like that,” Lipan
coach Amber Branson said. “Getting the
ball inside opens up the outside, and
when you start making outside shots, it
opens up the inside.”

Newcastle hit a pair of early 3-point-
ers to give the Ladycats a 6-3 lead, but
it was short-lived as the Lady Indians
turned up the defensive pressure. New-
castle scored only one goal in the last
quarter and half and trailed 23-9 at in-
termission.

It didn’t get any better for the La-
dycats who managed only two points
in the third quarter and found them-
selves in a 40-11 hole going into the last
stanza.

Newcastle won district - its fourth
straight - and had Branson worried be-
fore the game. She knew they had good
shooters and were aggressive defend-
ers.

But they were no match for the Blue
and Gold Tuesday night.

“I thought we played pretty dad-gum
good,” Branson said.

Callaway finished with 18 points,
Faith Ross added seven, Joy Miller four
and Blaire Vance one.

Lipan advanced to the regional semi-
final game against Slidell last night
at Mansfield High School. The winner
plays the winner of Huckabay and Dodd
City today at 2 p.m.

editor@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 245
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GARY MARKS

HUG IT OUT: Members of the Lipan Lady Indians celebrate after beating Newcastle 52-24 in Eastland

onTuesday to advance to the UIL regional semifinals.
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GARY MARKS
TROPHY TIME: The Lipan Lady Indians pose with their regional quarterfinal trophy after beating New-
castle 52-24. Lipan played Slidell in the regional semifinal on Friday in Mansfield.

Get Factual And Timely
Answers To These Questions:

« How can I keep the government out of my
estate settlement?

« What are the two biggest and most
expensive mistakes families make when

7 Estate Planning Mistakes
You Should Avoid in 2017

Thomas Walters, PLLC is Introducing a New Kind
of Estate Planning Program Exclusively for Texas Residents.

B0

ALTERS

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS

You’re Invited!

10:45AM - MODERN WORSHIP

During our final service, we gather for a time of
energetic. modern worship, prayer and engagement

with Gods Word

We offer LIFEgroups for adults in all three hours.
Preschool LIFEgroups available at 9:15 and 10:435.
Kids have LIFEgroup at 9:15 as well as Kids church at 10:45.
Our students meet at 9:15 for Serve One, Worship One.

(ive fouvarnd

lakesideloc.org

500 W Bluebonnet Dr. - Granbury

[] s [s]
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Everyone needs an Estate Plan. It’s vital for

any individual, couple, or family that owns

a home and has assets. It's time to make sure
your Estate Planning is in good order. You will
learn comprehensive estate planning can be
used to maximize your assets to provide care
for yourself and to reserve your legacy for your
family. This seminar will provide you with facts
that are STRAIGHTFORWARD and EASY TO
UNDERSTAND.

At our seminars you'll find out in simple straight
forward terms how a Living Trust can protect
against guardianship proceedings if you become
ill or disabled, and transfer your estate to the
loved ones of your choice upon your death
without going through a court probate process.

trying to avoid nursing home poverty? Fort Worth
« How can I keep my in-laws from having Tuesday, February 28
influence over my estate settlement? o 9
« How can my family avoid the 40% estate Pappasitos Cantina
tax, and other taxes when I die? 2704 West Freeway
« How do I start the five year look back . .
period for nursing homes, without having 11:30 to 1:00
to give everything away to my family
when I am alive?
« Should I have a Last Will or Trust (or both!)? Granbury
« Is my spouse well protected in case of my Tuesday, February 28
illness, disability, or death? Pecan Plantation
« How do I keep my estate plan up-to-date
without it costing a fortune? Country Club
« How do I ensure that my estate won’t incur Clubhouse Restaurant
legal expenses when I die?
8650 Westover Court
5:00 to 6:30
Make Sure Your Assets Go
to the People You Love

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Register Online at www.YouRSVP.com
(Code 52303) or Call 844-323-9027!

THOMAS WALTERS, PLLC
ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS
www.twestateplanning.law « 7430 Fall Creek Hwy. Suite C, Granbury, TX 76049

Leslie Thomas

Estate Planning & Administration Attorney

Named 2016 Top Estate Planning Attorney
Fort Worth, Texas Magazine

Hurst
Thursday, March 2
Abuelos Mexican Restaurant
850 Airport Freeway
11:30 to 1:00

Fort Worth,
Thursday, March 2
Pappadeaux Seafood
2708 West Freeway
6:30 to 8:00

Burleson
Tuesday, March 7
Outback Steakhouse
13265 South Freeway
11:30 to 1:00

Burleson
Thursday, March 9
Outback 