
Hyder-Burks Pavilion, Cookeville

uchba.com
931-528-7472
home@uchba.com

UpperCumberland
Home Builders
Association

Presented by

2 for 1 tickets Friday from 12-2 | Kids 12 & under - FREE!

Exhibits | Barn Sale
Cooking Stage | Shopping
Food Trucks | Giveaways



2  HERALD-CITIZEN HOME & GARDEN SHOW SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2023

SHOWROOM
851 S. WILLOW AVE., COOKEVILLE

LET’S
MAKE YOUR

HOME

Beautiful
AGAIN!

931-WINDOW-1



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2023 HOME & GARDEN SHOW HERALD-CITIZEN  3
herald-citizen.com

President’s Message: Welcome to the Home Show
Welcome to the 2023 Home & Garden Show. The Home Builders Association 

of the Upper Cumberland works hard to enrich our community with an experi-
ence that allows you to explore, connect, and build your dream home.

Our community and our region are seeing record growth as people continue 
to seek out the Upper Cumberland to reside and make a home. As they should, 
our region off ers world class natural areas, beautiful lakes and scenery, commu-
nity charm, and opportunity.

Members of our Association work hard not only to provide quality work, exper-
tise, and products. We also work diligently to improve the community. Proceeds 
from this event will help build our Association and give back. Through educa-
tion outreach within our schools, we seek to inspire the minds of our future. Our 
organized membership meetings help us to better our trades so we can provide 
the community with skilled craftsman and quality vendors. Thank you for your 
support and please enjoy our Home & Garden Show!

Tom Sergio, J. A. Sergio & Sons, Inc.
2023 President HBAUC
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Will Enochs and Al Enochs of 
First Realty Company hang their 
sign inside the Hyder-Burks 
Pavilion in preparation for last 
year’s home show.
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A Cut Above Landscaping
A Cut Above Roofing
Action Heating and Cooling
*Acts Interiors
Advanced Propane
Advanced Termite
All American Gutter
Alliant Building Supply
Aloha Heating and Air
American Home Builders
Better Business Bureau
*Bluewaters Rentals
Bondi Bowls
*Brendan Johnson Landscaping
Busy Bee HVAC
Budget Blinds
Byrdstown-Pickett County Chamber 

of Commerce
CLM Enterprises
Contain a Pet of Tennessee
Cookeville Electric Department
*Cookeville Kitchen Sales
Cookeville Lifestyle Magazine
Cookeville Pressure Wash
Country Boys Kettle Corn
*Cove Generators
Crossville Chamber of Commerce
*Culligan Water
Cumberland Duct Cleaning
Cutco
David Benjamin
Eco Panels of TN
Elite Gutters & Sunrooms
Ever-Seal
*EXIT Rocky Top Realty
*First Realty
Gainsboro-Jackson County Chamber 

of Commerce
Gray’s Pet Service
Gorgeous Glassware Yard Art
H20 Waterbiz
Hacker Woodworks
Handy Linx
Helgas Photos
Hiller

Hip Cookeville
Historic Granville
Homes & Land
*Honest Abe
Imagine Foundry
Innovative Restoration
Jay Jay’s Unique Creations
*Jeff Woods Construction/ Premier 

Generators
Jamie’s Eats & Sweets
Kona Ice
Landers Trade
LeafFilter of N Tennessee
LeafGuard
Leaf X of Tennessee
Magnolia Granite
McClouds Asphalt
McGees Lemonade
*Meadows Homes
Mr. Sandless® Mid Tennessee 
Paper Pie
Pella Windows and Doors
Pinnacle
Plateau Metal Sales
ReMax One
Renewal by Anderson
Rich Marine
Roots Coffee
Rugby & Morgan County
Sams Club
Selk Painting and Coatings
Selk Pressure Washing & Roof Clean-

ing
Shelton Roofing
Smith’s Wild Animal Control
Southern KY Wood Furnaces
Stonecom
Stover’s
T&L Honey/ TNT Dips
Tennessee Dept. of Agriculture
Tennessee Division of Forestry
Tennessee Water and Air Technology
Terminix
The French Cookie
The Foundation Specialists

*The Realty Firm
*The Technology Store
Thompson Machinery
Tosh Bros Waste Collection
Townecraft
Tranquility
TriGreen Equipment
True Blue Realty
*Twin Lakes
United Country Real Estate
Upper Cumberland Electric Member-

ship Corporation
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
*U.S. Bank
*VanhooseCO
Vintage Owl
Vision 2020/ Red Boiling Springs
Visit Gainesboro
*Warrior Precast
*Willow Window
*Wilson Bank & Trust
Window Depot Nash
Youth Villages

 * indicates Upper Cumberland Home 
Builders Association member.

Upper Cumberland Home & 

Garden Show

Hyder-Burks Pavilion, 

2390 Gainesboro Grade 

Cookeville

March 3-4

Noon to 7 p.m. Friday

 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday

2023 Upper Cumberland Home 
& Garden Show Exhibitors
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Wood cookies will 
be on the menu, so to 
speak, at the Imagine 
Foundry’s display 
during the Upper 
Cumberland Home 
Builders Association 
Home and Garden 
Show.

“We chose to go 
with wood rounds, 
or what I call wood 
cookies, for our 
exhibit,” said Jes-
sa Hershner. “It’s a 
round piece of a log or 

branch that you can 
do a custom design 
on with paint or paint 
markers. We’ll have 
them ranging in sizes 
from very little — 
like an inch — up to 
maybe three to four 
inches around.”

Creative types will 
be invited to make 
things like coasters, 
keychains or “the 
little things that hang 
from your rearview 
mirror.”

“We’ll have some 
templates to help 
trace or draw some-

thing that you would 
like on your wood 
cookie and then you 
get to paint it and 
take it with you,” 
Hershner said. “We’re 
also going to have 
one of our kid entre-
preneurs, Jadyn’s 
Handmade Designs, 
there selling her own 
paintings and art.”

Inspiring creativity 
among the “makers” 
in the world is part of 
what Imagine Found-
ry is all about.

“Imagine Foundry 
started in January of 

2019 out of the trunk 
of my car,” Hershner 
said. “We had a little 
blue wagon full of dif-
ferent tinkering and 
crafting items that 
we would take to the 
park or the library or 
different community 
events and just en-
courage making and 
tinkering among kids 
and their families.”

Over the last four 
years, they were able 
to acquire a build-
ing space at 1225 S. 
Willow Ave. “with 
15 different maker 
studios.”

“We have every-

thing from arts and 
crafts to sewing and 
textiles to woodwork-
ing and a variety 
of tools,” she said. 
“We host daytime 
programs and after 
school programs, 
and then we have 
workshops that teach 
the specific equip-
ment and skills to 
use it. Really any age 
range, from two and 
up, could find some-
thing interesting and 
exciting to do in our 
maker space.”

She said the found-
ry is designed “with 
families in mind.”

“We have our mak-
er lab and academy 
as a place for imagi-
nation, tinkering, ex-
ploration, engineer-
ing creativity and 
purposeful play,” she 
said. “It’s a place with 
opportunities to make 
discoveries, design 
prototypes, build and 
construct your ideas, 
solve problems and 
make mistakes, find 
solutions and think 
outside the box.”

For more informa-
tion, visit imagine-
foundry.com or stop 
by their booth at the 
home show.

Imagine Foundry inspires creativity in young makers
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info@jeffwoodsconstruction.com
(931) 787-7715

At Jeff Woods Construction, we value
our outstanding reputation and
continuously strive to achieve
excellent workmanship using the
highest quality products and materials
available in the roofing industry. Our
roofing contractors work hard to
ensure that customers feel safe and
secure in their decision to allow Jeff
Woods Construction to be a part of
their project. We are covered by
workers’ compensation insurance and
guarantee that all roofs are installed
and flashed properly. We are both a
GAF Master Elite Certified Contractor
and an Owens Corning Preferred
Contractor to better serve our
customers.

for Over 20 Years

�oofin�
�idd�e �ennessee

JIM HERRIN | HERALD-CITIZEN

Jessa Hershner, center, enjoys one of the many rooms at the 
Imagine Foundry with Kase, Frankie and their dog pal, Max.
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The date was Jan. 2, 
2002 when Thompson 
Machinery fi rst opened 
its doors in Cookeville, 
off ering “parts, service 
and sales” for a variety 
of heavy construction 
equipment.

About 18 years 
later (June 2020), they 
added the option of 
renting the equipment 
from their location on 
Horace Lewis Road.

“We rent everything 
from the smallest ex-
cavators to the biggest 
excavators, dozers, 
skid steers, earth-mov-
ing equipment and 
a full-line of aerial 
equipment — from 
scissor lifts all the way 
to 135-foot telescopic 
boom lifts,” said Lane 
Mayberry, territory 
sales representative. 
“Pretty much anything 
you can think of, we 
have here.”

Some of that equip-
ment will be on dis-
play at the Thompson 
Machinery exhibit that 
will be part of the 2023 
Upper Cumberland 
Home and Garden 
Show.

“We’re going to have 
some stuff  for the kids 
to crawl around on 
and play on,” Mayber-
ry said. “I guess they 
call it Touch A Truck. 
We’re going to have 
some excavators, and 
depending on where 

we can put it, we may 
have some bigger 
(equipment) like bull-
dozers.”

Thompson will also 
have fl yers and other 
information to hand 
out to current and po-
tential customers.

“We try to cater to 
everybody,” Mayber-
ry said. “The general 
contractor, the sub, or 
we have a ton of cus-
tomers that are land-
scapers, pool builders 
and some weekend 
warriors that are just 
looking to do some 
stuff  around their 
farm or around their 
house.”

He said custom-

ers can rent by the 
day, week or month, 
depending on their 
needs. They can also 
purchase insurance or 
can provide it on their 
own.

“We want the cus-
tomers to be safe,” he 
said. “We want them 
to be informed. We 
want them to take care 
of our stuff  and make 
sure they know how 
to use it, and that they 
feel comfortable using 
it.”

For more infor-
mation, stop by the 
Thompson Machinery 
booth at the Home 
Show or visit thomps-
onmachinery.com.
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Th ompson Machinery to display equipment

Lane Mayberry shows off  one of the 
pieces of equipment that Thompson 
Machinery plans to have set up at the Upper 
Cumberland Home and Garden Show.
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By MEGAN REAGAN
HERALD-CITIZEN

Cookeville Kitch-
en Sales will be 
welcoming visitors 
of this year’s Home 
and Garden Show 
to “their island,” as 
they showcase var-
ious kitchen island 
designs at the cook-
ing stage.

Owner Danny Lee 
said they didn’t bring 
much for the 2022 
show as it was their 
first return after 
COVID-19, but he is 
excited about 2023 
and is sure it will be 
better than ever.

At the cooking 
stage, Cookeville 
Kitchen will have 
chefs demonstrating 
and cooking every 
hour on the hour.

In addition to the 
kitchen demonstra-
tions, Cookeville 
Kitchen will have 
kitchen island dis-
plays.

“‘We’re going for 
an island theme — 
‘Welcome to our 
Island,’” he said 
jokingly. “We didn’t 
do as much last year 
because it was the 
first return. This 
year, though, we will 
be taking more and 
displaying newer 
things.”

Cookeville Kitchen 
Sales, located with-
in the Washington 
Crossing retail space 

on North Washing-
ton Avenue, features 
craftsman-built cus-
tom and spec cabine-
try and countertops.

But according to 
Lee, the business 
is also starting to 
branch out with seat-
ing designs.

“The kitchen is 
really a gathering 
place,” he said. 

“Seating, you have 
to have it in every 
kitchen now. When 
you get into some of 
the larger homes, 
some kitchens have 
two islands. One 
is for cooking and 
preparation while 
the other is for the 
gathering spot. A 
kitchen has always 
been the gathering 

spot, but we’re start-
ing to see that as a 
trend.”

Lee spoke on other 
trends he is seeing 
in home renovations 
and new builds, and 
some of that includes 
quartz countertops 
and painted cabinets 
rather than finished 
wood; however, fin-
ished wood is mak-

ing a comeback, he 
said.

“We’ve been seeing 
a lot of requests for 
white oak,” he said.

Located at 1227 N. 
Washington Ave., 
Cookeville Kitch-
en Sales features a 
4,000-square-foot 
showroom and a 
35,000-square-foot 
warehouse space 

where the cabinet- 
and counter-making 
magic happens.

Highly compli-
mentary of his staff, 
Lee said all those 
who work in the 
warehouse are “mas-
ter craftsmen.”

To schedule a con-
sultation at Cookev-
ille Kitchen Sales, 
call 931-259-4166.

Cookeville Kitchen Sales on the cooking stage

HERALD-CITIZEN FILE

Cookeville Kitchen Sales owners and staff  celebrated the opening of their new location and showroom. From left 
are Buddy Hancock, Randy Wilkerson, Laura Bynum, Taylor Poore, Danny Lee, Cyndi Lee, Katelyn Grantz, Terry 
Poindexter, Joe Lauretta, Kara Morgan and Carl Ringwald.
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Shelton’s Roofing is a leading residential roofing contractor serving the areas of Cookeville
and all the Upper Cumbeland. Get in touch with us today to learn about how we can help you

receive your free roofing consultation and estimate from trained roofing professionals.

Know Who is Doing Your Roof!
Come see us at our booth at
the Upper Cumberland Home

& Garden Show at
The Hyder-Burks Pavilion in
Cookeville. March 3-4, 2023.

SHELTON’S
ROOFING

(931) 881-5200
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VISIT US AT THE PUTNAM COUNTY HOME AND GARDEN SHOW!

MARCH 3RD & 4TH

What is the Home Builders Association 
of the Upper Cumberland?

The Home Builders 
Association of the 
Upper Cumberland 
includes contractors 
and others involved 
in the construction 
industry throughout 
the Upper Cumber-
land Region. During 
construction, homes 
are touched by many 
hands to create 
comfort, style, and 
durability.  Our mem-
bers take great pride 

in their jobs, and we 
support and promote 
the important work 
that they do. 

 The right builder 
is a key step in creat-
ing the home of your 
dreams. A home is 
the single biggest in-
vestment that most of 
us make in a lifetime, 
so if you choose the 
people to do it right, 
you will be glad you 
did.  The associa-

tion is comprised of 
much more than just 
builders.  Did you 
know that it takes an 
average of 22 differ-
ent subcontractors to 
build a home?  From 
realtors to mortgage 
professionals, sub-
contracting special-
ists, landscapers, and 
interior designers, 
you can find help to 
buy your first home, 
repair or upgrade 

your present home, 
or build your dream 
home. 

The home is cen-
tral to American life. 
It is where dreams 
thrive, and the future 
takes shape. It is 
where families make 
lifelong memories, 
and children are 
nurtured so they can 
build a better to-
morrow. Owning the 
home that plays such 

an important role in 
their lives is a cher-
ished ideal for most 
families. Homeown-
ership provides peace 
of mind, long-term 
security and a place 
to call your own.  
Residential construc-
tion has a long-term 
impact on the local, 
state and federal 
economy by provid-
ing jobs and generat-
ing tax revenue.

HBAUC serves the 
following counties: 
Clay, DeKalb, Jack-
son, Macon, Overton, 
Pickett, Putnam, 
Smith, Trousdale, 
Van Buren and 
White.  If you are 
ready to build or 
remodel your Dream 
Home, contact the 
professionals listed 
in the membership 
directory at www.
uchba.com. 
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President: Tom Sergio, Sergio & Sons Construction
VP Builders: Josh Jackson, DelMonaco Construction
VP Associates: Danny Lee, Cookeville Kitchen Sales

Treasurer: Kassandra Newman, Swallows Newman Insurance
Secretary: Mallory Hill

Offi  cers:
Chad Gilbert, Putnam Contracting Services

Donnita Hill, EXIT Rocky Top Realty
Freddie Holloway, Holloway and Sons Construction

Seth Hudson, HD Homes
Robert McCormick, Robert McCormick Contracting

Jake Reel, Allen’s Roofi ng and Interiors
Ray Smith, Herren Glass and Mirror
Larry Suggs, Watermill Construction

Eric Walker, Walker Construction
Lee Williams, Williams Wholesale

Tim Woodward, VanHooseCo Precast

Upper Cumberland Home 
Builders Association 

Board of Directors
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Come See Our Booth at the
2023 Upper Cumberland Home Show!

Wood Shutters

Our personalized experience,
your peace of mind.

Blinds � Shutters � Shades � Drapes � Home Automation

We�re your local neighborhood experts and are proud
to be backed by the #1 provider of custom window
coverings in North America. And we do it all for you.
We expertly measure your space, install beautiful
window treatments, and back it up with the best
warranty in the business so you can sit back and relax.

©2019 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and
Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

Call for your free consultation right at home:

931-528-7616
BudgetBlinds.com

Upper Cumberland 
Home Show is a spring 

celebration
Are you ready 

for spring flowers, 
spring cleaning, and 
spring home projects?  
Instead of just f lip-
ping through maga-
zines and scrolling 
through Pinterest for 
new ideas, come to 
the Home & Garden 
Show to see real prod-
ucts and services that 
are available locally. 

You can talk to the 

professionals, and 
shop for everything 
in one place at great 
show prices!  

The event each 
March has been a 
tradition for nearly 
50 years, and it is 
really more than just 
a Home Show with 
home-related exhib-
its.  

It is actually sev-
eral different events, 

combined into one.  
The Upper Cumber-
land Tourism “Stay 
and Play Travel 
Expo,” and the “Boom 
at the Barns” barn 
sale are also includ-
ed under one roof 
during the weekend.  

The Home Show 
provides an import-
ant service to bring 
businesses and con-
sumers together. 



Learn the ins and 
outs of loans for 
construction before 
diving into a new 
home build. 

The terms, rates 
and even how the 
money arrives may 
surprise you, in 
particular if you’ve 
never built your own 
house. Here’s what 
you need to know 
about new construc-
tion financing:

DIFFERENT RATES
Construction loans 

necessarily have 
shorter lifespans 
than home mortgag-
es, which typically 
stretch to 15 or 30 
years. Properties 

must usually be 
built out within a 
year, and that in-
cludes securing an 
issued certificate 
of occupancy. Be 
prepared for a bit of 
sticker shock: The 
rates on these short-
term loans are usual-
ly higher, since they 
present a higher risk 
for banks than with 
an existing property. 
Construction costs 
might skyrocket, or 
problems with con-
tractors might create 
lengthy delays. The 
rates are also typi-
cally variable, mean-
ing they rise and fall 
with the prime rate.

DRAFT SCHEDULING

Once your financ-
ing is approved, 
the bank will set 
up a draft sched-
ule that follows a 
pre-submitted con-
struction timetable. 
Builders typically 
make interest-only 
payments while the 
property is being 
built. Be prepared for 
bank-sponsored in-
spections, which will 
be held in order to 
monitor progress and 
to ensure the draft 
schedule is properly 
aligned. There will 
also be one or more 
appraisals along the 
way. Expect any-
where from four to 
six visits throughout 
the course of con-
struction.

COVERED EXPENSES
These loans cover 

the cost of land, la-
bor, building mate-
rials and required 
permits. Furnishings 
aren’t usually includ-
ed, unlike permanent 
elements like land-
scaping or applianc-
es. Best to overesti-
mate your needs. The 
extra funds can go 
into a contingency 
reserve, in case un-
expected costs arise. 
This additional mon-
ey may also come in 

handy if you decide to 
make select upgrades 
after construction is 
underway. 

GETTING STARTED
As with other 

forms of financing, 
construction loans 
require a good credit 
score, proof that you 
have sufficient out-
side income to keep 
up with payments, 
and a low debt ratio. 
There will be a cash 
down-payment re-
quirement, and lend-

ers may require an 
upfront construction 
plan before evaluat-
ing your application. 
They sometimes also 
ask for an appraisal 
to estimate how much 
the completed prop-
erty might be worth. 
So do your homework 
before contacting the 
bank. It will save you 
the hassle of having 
to make multiple 
visits with additional 
documentation.

It’s the one element 
of your home build 
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EXCEPTIONAL BUILDINGS,
QUALITY MATERIALS

931-839-6771
TROYERPOSTBUILDINGS.COM

New Construction Financing:
These loans are quite different than a conventional mortgage  

must usually be Once your financ-
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that can’t be altered 
later.

Of course, ele-
ments inside the 
home like furniture, 
fixtures and paint 
can be updated. Ren-
ovations can even 
correct any issues 
you may have with 
the layout in the 
future. But the plot 
where your home 
will sit will remain 
unchanged.

That’s why this de-
cision is so import-
ant. As you search, 
keep these key ques-
tions in mind:

ENOUGH SPACE?
Some people crave 

wide-open spaces 
with acres of sur-
rounding land. 
Are you looking to 
include an out build-
ing, like a workshop 
or garage? Are you 
interested in a pool 
or other water fea-
ture? Will you ever 
add on? Do you think 
you might want to 
take advantage of 
your green thumb 
and plant a personal 
garden? If you are 
planning on any of 
these amenities, or 
think you might one 
day want them, extra 
footage has to be 
built into any pro-
spective plot of land. 
Of course, others 
prefer a lower-main-

tenance option with 
smaller yards. Ask 
yourself pointed 
questions before you 
begin looking in or-
der to make the right 
choice for today – 
and tomorrow. 

CONVENIENT LOCATION
Location is also 

important for a va-
riety of lifestyle rea-
sons. You may want 

to stay close to fam-
ily, or to eliminate a 
long daily commute 
to work. How close is 
your potential new 
build to emergency 
services? This may 
become more crit-
ically important if 
you plan to remain 
there into your 
golden years. Do you 
prefer easy access to 
stores, gas stations, 

arts institutions or 
restaurants – or is 
enjoying the peace 
and quiet of country 
living important 
enough to accept a 
longer drive? 

FAMILY CONSIDER-
ATIONS

If you’re part of a 
growing family, you 
may need a larger 
house – or a house 

you can expand 
upon. Depending on 
family members’ in-
terests and hobbies, 
you may need a more 
spacious outdoor 
area. You may also 
limit your search to 
selected areas in or-
der to guarantee ad-
mission into certain 
schools because of 
their academic suc-
cess, sports options 

or other amenities. 
If you’re planning on 
taking in older rela-
tives, you may also 
need the room to add 
on. Empty nesters 
or older builders, on 
the other hand, may 
want less space in 
order to avoid spend-
ing so much time 
on yard work and 
general landscape 
upkeep. 

Finding the Right Spot:
 Site selection needs to happen before almost any other planning



It’s easy to simply 
select the lowest 
number, but not 
always the right 
choice.

Home builders 
need to understand 
the entire estimate 
in order to make an 
informed decision. 
The biggest prob-
lem sometimes is 
that bidding follows 
a lengthy process 
– and impatience 
might be setting in.

Contractors are 
only hired after 
blueprints have been 
submitted and then 
approved by local of-
ficials. Architectural 
consults evaluate, 
address and monitor 
key code and struc-
tures details. It all 
takes time, leaving 

future occupants 
frustrated. 

It’s important not 
to rush in order to 
get to the actual 
building phase more 
quickly. You might 
regret signing on for 
something without 
knowing exactly 
what’s in the agree-
ment. Here’s what to 
look for when hiring 
a contractor:

DISCUSS STRATEGIES
Every contractor 

uses a method in 
order to prepare an 
estimate. They may 
include square-foot 
pricing, assembly 
pricing and unit 
pricing. Square-foot 
pricing, as it sounds, 
is based on the size 
of the structure. The 

value of materials 
are usually aver-
aged, however, mak-
ing this a less accu-
rate bid. Assembly 
pricing focuses on 
your specific design, 
pricing pre-selected 
components for more 
accuracy. 

Unit pricing takes 
longer to compile, 
since it details all 
the materials and 
supplies that will be 
needed to complete 
the construction. If 
your bidder utilizes 
unit pricing, make 
sure they build in a 
contingency fund for 
overages and delays. 
Some contractors 
will leave these 
needed funds un-
mentioned in order 
to present a lower 

initial bid – setting 
you up for the poten-
tial of a nasty finan-
cial surprise. 

KEY DOCUMENTS
Be sure to ask 

for estimates from 
several contractors, 
in order to compare 
and contrast pricing 
and approaches. 

They should all 
receive a document 
package including 
your blueprints 
and other building 
instructions, along 

with a sheet specify-
ing materials and ap-
pliances to be used. 

Be as detailed as 
possible, since this 
will help ensure a 
more accurate bid. 
Any assumptions 
they have to make 
could lead to inaccu-
rate estimates – and 
unscheduled costs 
down the road. 

BRING IN EXPERTS
Once you have all 

of the bids in hand, 
time to bring in the 

experts for a second 
opinion. 

After looking them 
all over carefully, 
consult with your 
builder and archi-
tect. 

Their review of 
the documents might 
turn up things you 
potentially missed. 
This is critically 
important, since the 
smallest miscalcu-
lation could lead to 
much larger prob-
lems as construction 
continues. 
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PREMIERGENERATORS.COM | 931-787-9107

NEW NAME, SAME QUALITY & SERVICE

After You Get the Bids:
Picking the right contractor will be one of your biggest decisions
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There are a variety 
of important choices 
to consider, all based 
on how you’ll be 
using the space. 

You may ultimate-
ly choose to handle 
these things yourself 
– or to bring in an 
expert. Either way, 
approaching the out-
side with the same 
level of imagination, 
planning and atten-
tion to detail as the 
inside will ensure 
that your new build 
is perfectly comple-
mented. 

LIFESTYLE CHOICES
Do you want a spa-

cious area that can 
serve as an outdoor 
living room? Or are 
you more interested 
in privacy? Do you 
want something 
more elaborate, or 
to create a lawn and 
garden that mini-
mizes the environ-
mental impacts? 
Landscaping, like 
building or deco-
rating a new build, 
all comes down to 
personal needs and 
wants. Just remem-
ber to do your home-
work: If you are very 
busy or don’t have a 
green thumb, avoid 
high-maintenance 
plantings that will 
require your atten-
tion. 

Be aware of water 

and shade require-
ments, keeping in 
mind that you may 
not be able to create 
a strictly symmet-
rical look on both 
sides of your home 
because of your 
alignment with the 
sun. 

Many people are 
also adding specific 
elements to attract 
birds or pollinators, 
or to ward off wild-
life that may want 
to munch on certain 
plants. 

The more thought 
and planning you 
put into all of this 
beforehand, the bet-
ter suited your lawn 
will be to grow with 
you and your family.

HIRING A PRO
For some, land-

scaping couldn’t 
more different 
than home build-
ing. They’re handy 
with a hammer, but 
stupefied by a shov-
el. If that fits your 
description, consider 
hiring a professional 
to create the perfect 
setting for your new 
home. Landscape ar-
chitects are experts 
at designing outdoor 
spaces that are both 
beautiful and func-
tional. That some-
times means going 
above and beyond 
lawns and gardens 

to construct one-of-
a-kind driveways, 
decks, water features 
or sidewalks. 

They can also en-
dure that the plant-
ings match your 
climate, expertise 
and level of commit-

ment to upkeep.

LITTLE EXTRAS
Keep in mind that 

the best landscaping 
goes beyond seeds 
and trowels. Sur-
round all of those 
new plants – not 

to mention larg-
er construction 
projects like water 
features or decks – 
with smart lighting 
choices, comfy and 
function outdoor 
furniture, and other 
personalized ele-

ments like a grill, 
fire pit or sports 
options. 

Consider dedicat-
ing space to specific 
family activities, 
including a picture 
area or space to 
watch movies. 

Don’t Forget the Landscaping:
Don’t make the common mistake of focusing exclusively on the inside

f k i l lik ill



The good news is, 
homes can be con-
structed to better 
withstand many of 
these dangers. 

It may take a little 
research, but once 
you’ve mapped out 
the history of your 
area, you’ll be pre-
pared to select the 
appropriate materi-
als and building ap-
proaches. Resilient 
design options can 
help structures with-
stand these dangers, 
or aid in quicker 
recovery.

When it’s all said 
and done, you’ll have 
a little more peace 
of mind when fac-
ing disasters such 
as storms, f loods or 
wildfires. 

LOSING POWER
Losing power is 

the most typical 
challenge when 

facing storms, so 
it’s no surprise that 
contractors and ar-
chitects are focusing 
their efforts in this 
area. In some cases, 
that means installa-
tion of whole-house 
generators or solar 
systems that make 
use of backup batters 
to keep homes up 
and running even 
when the electrical 
grid fails. 

Resilient designs 
also take into ac-
count surrounding 
environmental ele-
ments like passing 
cooling or heating by 
positioning the home 
to take advantage of 
the sun or cooling 
sea breezes. There 
may be extra costs 
associated with some 
of these choices, but 
they’re more than 
offset in times of 
emergency.

WIND AND WATER
Home construc-

tion has come a long 
way when it comes 
to durability in the 
face of earthquakes 
and strengthening 
storms. Sturdier 
construction ap-
proaches, metal roof-
ing and multi-planed 

glass make most 
homes essentially 
impenetrable. There 
have also been huge 
leaps in fire-resis-
tant materials. 

At the same time, 
contractors may be 
able to elevate your 
home through dirt, 
foundation or struc-

tural work in order 
to lift it out of a 
potential f lood zone. 
They’ll also devel-
op plans to gather 
water and make it 
f low away from your 
home. It’s import-
ant when building 
to take into account 
future development 

as well, since that 
could lead to storm 
runoff issues where 
there had been none 
before.

COST CONSIDERATIONS
One estimate 

placed about a third 
of housing in the U.S. 
at risk of natural 
disasters, or some 
24 million homes. 
Protecting against 
these dangers can be 
pricy: Storm shut-
ters cost about $600 
per window, while 
things like back-
up generators and 
garage-door rein-
forcements run into 
the thousands. But 
every dollars saved 
in construction 
can add up to $4 or 
more in future costs 
when these natural 
emergencies strike, 
according to the New 
York Times. 
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Come make 'n take a project with us
at the show on March 3rd and 4th!

854 S Willow Ave
Cookeville, TN 38501

931-559-8783
www.TrueBlueRealty.net

Come see us
at the Home

Show on March
3rd & 4th for
a chance to

register and win
an adirondack
patio set!

Disaster Planning:
Consider the threats associated with where you’ll be building

WIND AND WATER glass make most tural work in order
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Cooking Stage Schedule

1 P.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 3
Diego Alvarez of Royal House of Cheese 
will be curating a charcuterie board. The 
Royal House of Cheese was established in 
2018 and has gone on to quickly become 
a successful and popular business in 
Cookeville.  Diego is a food artist who is 
best known for gourmet grazing tables, 
cheese boxes, beautiful edible art, and 
luxurious picnics.  Come watch Diego 
create a feast for the eyes as well as the 
tastebuds.

2 P.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 3                                                        2 P.M. SATURDAY, MARCH 4

John Howard, founder of JH Health Solutions, will be demonstrating how to make veggie 
cake. Since 1974 we have been distributing a line of top quality cookware through in-home 
demonstrations. Our cookware is an American-made product, manufactured by Regal in 
West Bend, Wisconsin and guaranteed for life. 

3 P.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 3
Jamie Lankford with Jamie’s Eats and 
Sweets will be making a spring trifle. 
Lankford has always had a passion for 
making tasty treats and savory food for 
friends and family. At Jamie’s location on 
West Broad Street, they off er a variety 
of bakery items. From wraps, salads, 
specialty teas, espressos, and refreshing 
drinks to sweeter items like cakes, pies, 
cookies, cookies, muff ins, bread loaves, 
and pastries, there is something special for 
everyone.  

5 P.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 3

Grada Casey with Grade-A Catering will 
be presenting quick, easy and yummy 
appetizers. Casey is the owner of Grade-A 
Catering, Cookeville’s premiere full-service 
catering provider since 1990.  Over the 
years Grade-A Catering has become the 
benchmark for quality, dependability, and 
service in the Upper Cumberland Area. 
You’ll be sure to see something perfect to 
serve at your next gathering!

4 P.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 3
Rachel Smalling with 1854 Cocktail bar and 
lounge.
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1227 North Washington Avenue Suite 109
Cookeville, TN 38501

931-372-1289

Come See Us At The
Home Show Cooking Stage!

11 A.M., SATURDAY, 
MARCH 4

Chad Combs, owner 
of the Putnam Room, 
will be making 
shrimp and grits. 
The Putnam Room, 
Cookeville’s premier 
event space located 
on Cookeville’s 
Historic Square at 
319 E. Spring St. is 
available for any 
party or event you 
may have in mind 
and off ers monthly 
wine dinners. 

NOON, SATURDAY, MARCH 4

El Jefe Kitchen serves Salvadorian and Latin inspired foods from 
family recipes.  Angel Rivera will be demonstrating how to make 
their famous pupusas and will have plenty of samples for all!

Cooking Stage Schedule
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