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Jaw-dropping fea-
tures can sell a home 
in a heartbeat. A 
penthouse apartment 
with fl oor-to-ceiling 
windows and a pan-
oramic view of a city 
skyline likely won’t 
prove a hard sell, nor 
will a home with an 
infi nity pool over-
looking a landscape 
of rolling hills. As 
awe-inspiring as such 
features can be, some 
more subtle compo-
nents, such as authen-
tic hardwood fl oors, 
also can do much to 
make a home more ap-
pealing to prospective 
buyers.

Hardwood fl ooring 
is a sought-after com-
modity. Data from the 
National Association 
of Realtors indicates 
that 54 percent of 
home buyers are will-
ing to pay more for 
hardwood fl oors. In 
fact, NAR fi gures in-
dicate that 28 percent 
of buyers between 
the ages of 35 and 54 
consider hardwood 
fl oors “very import-
ant” when looking for 
a home. Homeowners 
who are considering 
selling their homes, 
or those who simply 
want to upgrade their 
existing fl ooring, 
may want to consider 
installing hardwood 
fl ooring. Though it’s 
a project best left to 
professionals, hard-
wood fl ooring can be 

installed by skilled 
DIYers. In such in-
stances, homeowners 
may want to keep 
these dos and don’ts 
in mind.

DO hire a profes-
sional if you have 
limited or no DIY 
fl ooring experience. 
Hardwood fl ooring 
installation is not 
generally a project for 
novice DIYers. Hard-
wood fl ooring projects 
may present some 
common challenges, 
but no two homes are 
the same. So un-
less they have prior 
experience installing 
fl oors in multiple 
rooms or homes, 
homeowners may 
save themselves time, 
trouble and a signifi -
cant amount of money 
hiring a professional 
to do the job.

DON’T ignore the 

subfl oor. New hard-
woods won’t erase the 
problem of subfl oors 
in poor condition. Ac-
cording to the home 
renovation experts at 
BobVila.com, squeaky 
fl oors could be an 
indication that the 
subfl oor has begun to 
warp or twist. Sink-
ing fl oors are another 
indicator of deteri-
orating subfl oors. 
Subfl oors should be 
somewhat level before 
new hardwoods are 
installed, so DIYers 
should inspect and 
address subfl oor is-
sues before installing 
new fl ooring.

DO expose wood 
fl ooring to the ele-
ments in your home 
prior to installation. 
The home improve-
ment resource Build-
Direct recommends 
acclimating hard-

woods to the space 
where they will be 
installed. Skipping 
this important step 
could result in gaps 
during the winter 
and cupping over the 
summer. To acclimate 
hardwoods, open the 
boxes and spread 
them out for about a 
week while running 
the air conditioner 

or heater at normal 
levels. When storing 
hardwoods prior to 
installation, avoid 
keeping them in po-
tentially moist areas 
like a basement.

DON’T skimp on 
tools. A DIY hardwood 
fl ooring installation 
might be less expen-
sive than hiring a pro-
fessional, but home-

owners should resist 
any temptation to 
increase those savings 
further by purchas-
ing less costly tools 
or fewer tools than is 
necessary to complete 
the job. BuildDirect 
notes that DIYers 
will need at least a 
miter saw, table saw, 
cleat-nailer or stapler, 
fi nish nailer, compres-
sor, jamb saw, chalk 
line, nail set, and 
tape measurer when 
installing hardwood 
fl oors. Purchase all 
necessary tools and 
read product reviews 
to ensure each tool is 
up to the task.

Wood fl oors can be 
awe-inspiring. Some 
homeowners can 
install such fl ooring 
on their own, and the 
project can be much 
easier if they learn 
as much about in-
stallation as possible 
prior to beginning the 
project.

Wood fl oor installation dos and don’ts
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Spring and summer 
are perhaps the busiest 
times of year for gar-
deners. However, fall 
also is a prime time to 
tend to gardens.

The tree and bare 
root retailer Bower & 
Branch advises that soil 
temperatures in many 
regions of the country 
may still be warm 
enough to encourage 
root growth well into 
the start of winter. 
Furthermore, fall is 
often the ideal time to 
plant, fertilize and keep 
a garden going or to 
get a head start on next 
year’s bounty. 

Here are some tips to 
make the most of the 
fall gardening season.

• Think about fall 
annuals and bulb 
planting. Near the end 
of September, start 
planting cool-weath-
er-loving pansies and 
violas for pops of color 
as summer fl owers fade. 
Also, it’s a good idea 
to stock up on bulbs 
that will bloom in the 
months to come before 
they sell out in stores. 
Wait until the tempera-
tures really cool down 
before planting them in 
desired spots for spring 
sprouts.

• Sow salad seeds. 
Lettuce, spinach, 
radishes, and arugula 
tolerate cooler tem-
peratures. Try new and 
interesting lettuce va-

rieties and enjoy salads 
well into the fall season.

• Fill in landscaping 
gaps. Some fall plants 
can add color around 
the landscape and 
brighten up homes to 
add curb appeal. In 
addition to pansies and 
violas, asters, kale and 
chrysanthemums are 

fall blooms. Keep in 
mind that mums can 
come back year after 
year. So take them out 
of those fl ower pots 
and get them into the 
ground. They can be 
enjoyed next year as 
well, sprouting in early 
spring and develop-
ing leaves and buds 

through late summer.
• Clean up unwanted 

growth. Fall is an ideal 
time to cut back spent 
vegetable plants and 
get rid of errant weeds. 
Rather than bagging 
leaves, mow them with 
a grass catcher and 
then add the mix to a 
vegetable garden as an 
excellent soil insula-
tor. The nitrogen and 
carbon will fertilize the 
soil, enhancing grow-
ing possibilities and 
limiting weed growth.

• Propagate plants in 
the fall. As tempera-
tures gradually begin 
to cool, start taking 
cuttings from peren-
nials, gathering seed 
pods from azaleas and 

rhododendrons and 
dividing hardwood cut-
tings, says the resource 
Gardening Know How. 
Consult with a garden 
center or horticulturist 
on the proper ways to 
propagate stems using 
rooting hormone and 
other techniques.

• Continue to water 
plants. Water is es-
sential in the fall and 
winter as roots can still 
be growing. Gradu-
ally reduce watering 
duration as plants go 
dormant.

Fall planting and 
maintenance can ex-
tend gardening season 
and improve the chanc-
es of growing a healthy 
spring garden.
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Many seniors want to 
spend as long as possible 
residing in the comforts of 
their own homes. Accord-
ing to AARP’s 2021 “Home 
and Community Prefer-
ences Survey,” more than 
three-quarters of U.S. adults 
age 50 and older prefer living 
at home. But getting older 
often comes with certain 
defi cits that may not make 
current living situations the 
safest for seniors.

Retirement Living re-
ports that an older person 
is treated in an emergency 
room for a fall-related injury 
nearly once every 10 sec-
onds. Falls cause millions of 

injuries and 32,000 deaths a 
year, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Seniors may 
be aff ected by low vision, 
mobility limitations, cogni-
tive decline, balance issues, 
and loss of muscle strength. 
Certain adaptations may be 
necessary if seniors want to 
stay in their homes.

• Change knobs to levers. 
This is an easy modifi cation. 
Levers are much easier for 
individuals with arthritis or 
persons who lack dexterity 
in their hands. Everything 
from doorknobs to faucet 
knobs can be replaced with 
levers.

• Create zero-threshold 
entryways. Zero-threshold 
entryways, also known as 
fl ush entries, do not require 
crossing a lip or any raised 
barrier. They can appear 
on doorways and showers 
and make it easy for people 
who have mobility issues, as 
well as those using scooters, 
walkers and wheelchairs, to 
move about unencumbered.

• Clear clutter/move ob-
structions.One inexpensive 
modifi cation is to remove 
extraneous furniture and 
accessories. Such a change 
widens walking spaces in 
a room and accommodates 
walkers and wheelchairs. In 

addition, furniture can be 
pushed to the room’s perim-
eter to make moving around 
easier. It’s also important to 
remove area rugs, as they’re 
often tripping hazards.

• Install grab rails and 
supports. Minimizing falls 
could come down to provid-
ing support in key rooms of 
a home. Adding grab rails in 
the bathroom near the toilet 
and in the shower can help 
a person use those facilities 
without assistance. Install a 
grab rail close to seating in 
the kitchen to add support.

• Consider smart light-
ing. Motion-activated or 
darkness-activated lighting 

switches and fi xtures can 
automatically turn on lights, 
thereby improving visibility. 
Also, rocker light switches 
are easier to maneuver than 
standard toggles.

• Invest in a stairlift. 
Single-story homes are 
preferable for growing older 
gracefully, but many seniors 
live in multi-story homes. A 
stairlift makes a multi-fl oor 
home more accessible. Stair-
lifts make it easier to tra-
verse staircases and reduce 
the risk for falls.

These suggestions are 
just a few of the many home 
modifi cations that can help 
seniors safely age in place. 

Safety upgrades for seniors’ homes
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Gardening enthusi-
asts recognize that fall 
is not a time to rest on 
their laurels. In fact, 
fall is a great season 
to spend time in the 
yard. The Center for 
Agriculture, Food and 
the Environment at 
the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst in-
dicates fall is the ideal 
time to improve the 
soil for next season. 
Amending the soil in 
the fall allows it to 
react accordingly over 
time and reap the ben-
efi ts in spring. UMass 
suggests getting an 

accurate soil test to 
see what is needed in 
the garden. Samples 
should be taken from 
various areas. Avoid 
doing so when the 
soil is very wet. At-
home kits can test for 
nitrogen, potassium 
and phosphorous and 
determine the soil’s 
pH. Gardeners should 
till the soil and add 
compost or manure, 
which will counter-
act many nutritional 
defi ciencies. Worm 
castings also are good 
to add, particularly 
for summer vegetable 

gardens. The garden-
ing company Park 
Seed says that worm 
castings are high in 
minerals and eff ective 
at holding water — so 
much so that they even 
can be used alone in 
place of potting soil. 
Crushed egg shells, 
coff ee grounds and ba-
nana peels also can be 
added in the fall, even 
if they are not part of 
a compost pile. The 
nutrients will break 
down throughout the 
fall and winter, and be 
available just in time 
for summer plantings.

Improving garden soil
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Fireplaces are useful features in 
a home. Fireplaces are sources of 
ambient heat and also add style to 
indoor spaces. 

Fireplaces can complement just 
about any interior style. Fireplaces 
can be traditional and burn wood or 
connect to a home’s natural gas sup-
ply for on-demand ambiance. What’s 
more, fi replaces may come in vented 
or ventless varieties, depending 
on homeowners’ preferences. That 
means a chimney or fl ue may not be 
needed.

Certain trends have emerged 
among fi replace fans in recent years. 
Here’s a look at what’s getting con-
sumers fi red up about these home 
decor elements.

• Minimalist style: Many fi replaces 
are designed in neutral colors with 
minimal trim that directs focus on 
the fi re and not the appliance. When 
the fi replace is not in use, it blends in 
with surroundings and will not com-
pete for attention with other design 
elements.

• Convertible fi replaces: Home-
owners can choose between open or 
sealed fi replaces. A convertible fi re-
place enables homeowners to have 

the best features of these options. A 
convertible fi replace can be convert-
ed to wood from gas, or the opposite, 
in as little as 30 minutes.

• Nature-inspired materials: Natu-
ral stone continues to be a material 
of choice in fi replace surrounds. 
Light colors work well for a fi replace, 
and also fi t with today’s lighter color 
interior design preferences. Natural 
stone also works perfectly with both 
contemporary and rustic decor.

• Vintage fi replaces: Vintage con-
tinues to be a buzzword in 2022, and 
the choice to go vintage also applies 
to fi replace styles. A room decorated 
in vintage elements can be comple-
mented with a vintage fi replace or 
one designed to look vintage.

• Integrate into wall decor: Fire-
places that are built right into a wall 
save space. One can have a television 
and a fi replace on the same wall. 
These types of fi replaces work well 
in modern home designs. Other fi re-
places may be built into bookshelves 
or other wall features.

Fireplaces can improve the ap-
peal of a home. Various trends are 
popular this year, making fi replaces 
highly coveted features.

Fireplace trends help create 

attractive, comfortable rooms
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Modern homes show-
case many dazzling 
features, but perhaps 
none draw as much as 
instant attention as 
fl oor-to-ceiling win-
dows. Often seen in 
high-rise apartments 
that boast panoramic 
city views, fl oor-to-
ceiling windows also 
are right at home in 
single-family dwellings. 

Homeowners consid-
ering fl oor-to-ceiling 
windows may have 
lots of questions. The 
following rundown can 
provide some basic in-
formation that can help 
homeowners decide if 
fl oor-to-ceiling win-
dows are right for their 
homes.

Cost is often the 
primary consideration 
when mulling a home 
renovation, and that’s 
even more signifi cant 
as the world confronts 
the rising costs associ-
ated with infl ation. The 
cost of installing fl oor-
to-ceiling windows de-
pends on a host of vari-
ables, including how 
many windows will 
be needed and where 
homeowners live. Ac-
cording to Modernize®, 
a service that facilitates 
connections between 
renovation-minded 
homeowners and local 
contractors, a fl oor-to-
ceiling window wall 
costs somewhere be-

tween $700 to $1,600 per 
linear foot. Framing 
and glazing will add to 
those costs. Homeown-
ers considering fl oor-
to-ceiling windows are 
urged to receive several 
estimates for the proj-
ect prior to choosing a 
contractor.

One of the more 
appealing aspects of 
fl oor-to-ceiling win-
dows is all the natural 
light they allow in. 
Of course, all that 
light also can drive up 
energy costs on sunny 
summer days. One way 
around that is to install 
energy effi  cient win-
dows. Such windows 
include extra insulation 
to prevent cool air from 
escaping the home on 
summer days, which 
can reduce the need to 
lower the thermostat on 
your air conditioning. 
A wall of glass also can 
provide less insulation 
against the cold. The 
extra insulation in en-
ergy effi  cient windows 
also helps keep warm 
air from escaping a 

home in the winter. En-
ergy effi  cient windows 
may cost more than less 
effi  cient alternatives. 
However, over the long 
haul, a wall of less 
effi  cient fl oor-to-ceiling 
windows will likely 
cost more due to excess 
energy consumption. 

It’s easy to be over-
whelmed by the view 
fl oor-to-ceiling win-
dows provide, especial-
ly in homes surrounded 
by serene natural 
settings like woods or 
properties that abut wa-
terways. But that view 
outward also provides 
a view in, potentially 
compromising privacy. 
All that extra exposure 
to sunlight also can 
cause fabrics to fade 
over time. Floor-to-ceil-
ing blinds and shades 
can protect homeown-
ers’ privacy and reduce 
fading on furniture, but 
this extra feature will 
add to the fi nal cost of 
the project. Smart win-
dow tinting is another 
way to improve privacy 
and reduce fading, but 
this feature also will 
drive up the cost.

Floor-to-ceiling win-
dows can be awe-inspir-
ing. Homeowners con-
sidering such windows 
for their homes are 
urged to do their home-
work to ensure their 
homes are well-suited 
to this unique feature.

What to know about 

fl oor-to-ceiling windows
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The kitchen may be 
the heart of a home, 
but when it comes to 
entertaining, a dining 
room — if one is pres-
ent in a house — tends 
to be the prime gather-
ing spot for meals. 

Dining rooms may 
not be top on the list 
of spaces to renovate, 
as they tend to be used 
infrequently. But a 
dining room makeover 
may still be a worthy 
endeavor. Here are 
some simple ways to 
make the dining room 
more elegant and func-
tional.

• Clear out the 
clutter. The fi rst step 
toward improving a 
dining room eating 
area is to remove any 
extraneous items from 
the space. If the dining 
room table is not used 
very often, it likely 
has become a catch-all 
for other items, such 
as bills, newspapers 
or kids’ homework. 
Rather than using 
the dining space as 
a makeshift offi  ce or 

homework station, in-
vest in a rolling cart to 
store those papers and 
other items. Simply 
roll it into a closet or 
another room when it’s 
time to host a party.

• Hang a statement 
light. Few decorative 
items add as much 
drama and ambiance 
to a dining space as a 
new overhead light. 
People hear chandelier 
and think a bejeweled 
or crystal design. But 
various chandelier 
styles can fi t the aes-
thetic of a home. The 
light will be a focal 
point and instantly 
make the dining area 
more elegant. Install 
the light on a dimmer 
to adjust the illumina-
tion as needed to set 
the mood.

• Invest in new lin-
ens. Purchase coordi-
nating table linens that 
will be used for special 
occasions. A decora-
tive table cloth or table 
runner coupled with 
cloth napkins and 
placemats helps to set 

the scene of the dinner 
party.

• Add a piece of 
artwork. Many mod-
ern homeowners have 
eschewed the China 
cabinet that once was 
standard in dining 
rooms. Rather than a 
bulky piece of furni-
ture, a large piece of 
statement-making art-
work or framed photos 
over a more minimal-
istic buff et table or 
small service bar is 
preferable. Choose art-
work that complements 
the colors in the space.

• Include a center-
piece. Centerpieces add 
sophistication to the 
table and tie into the 
event. Floral arrange-
ments, a bowl or basket 
of fruit, pine cones or 
greens from outdoors, 
or collectibles like 
shells in a tall canister 
can serve as center-
pieces. 

There are many 
simple ways to dress 
up dining spaces and 
make them more ele-
gant.

Make a dining room more elegant
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