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Bees baseball runs in Baxter blood
BY BRADEN WALL
HERALD-CITIZEN

For the Upperman High School
baseball team, it could be argued
that winning runs in the blood of the
players and coaches.
The Bees’ 2-0 championship win
over Covington in the state ﬁ nal on
Saturday, May 28 wouldn’t have been
possible without the team’s deep
roots in Baxter.
Upperman High School started its
ﬁ rst baseball team nearly 50 years
ago in 1973. Danny Huddleston, father of Chad Huddleston and grandfather of current Bee baseball players Eli Huddleston, Evan Huddleston
and Ty Stanton, was on that team.
“I’ve always been proud that I
was on the ﬁ rst team even though it
SEE ROOTS, PAGE 4

Former and current Upperman High School baseball players, from left, Chad, Evan, Eli and Danny Huddleston
with Ty and Jason Stanton, celebrate the Bees’ state championship win as a family.

Congratulations to the 2022
State Champions Bees Baseball!
Owners of Jackson Heating,
Cooling and More...
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CONGRATS FROM MATT AND THE GANG AT NAPA OF BAXTER!

Above, from
left, Chad
Huddleston, Eli
Huddleston, Ty
Stanton, Danny
Huddleston and
Evan Huddleston
reflect on their
historic stake in
the team.
Left, Chad
and Danny
Huddleston
celebrate the
1993 win.

CONGRATS
BEES!
Appliance Mart
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The 1993 Upperman High Bees, front row, from left, Randy Simmons, Daniel Sutton, Shannon Maynard, Jeremy Palmer, Lyle Daniels, Ell Huddleston,
Tim Carr and Bo Hensley; back row, Head Coach Wayne Shanks, Forrest Smith, Cody Bass, Johnnie Allison, Chad Ramsey, Dustin Hedgecoth, Robert
Shanks, Danny Tucker, Barry Hedgecoth, Brent Bush, Chris Austin and Assistant Coach Jere Watson celebrated a state title.

ROOTS: Bee baseball connections span through generations
FROM PAGE 2
makes me old,” Danny said, laughing. “You relive your youth through
your kids and grandkids. It was great
[to see them win another state championship this year].”
Danny was assigned the jersey
number 24 from his coaches, and
that number has been passed down
through the generations to Chad and
Eli. Evan hopes that one day Eli will
hand the jersey down to him after Eli
graduates.
“It was cool to win a championship
since my dad and grandpa did it,”
Eli said. “Maybe my kids can do it
someday.
“We’re looking to do the same
thing next year. Pressure is coming
from everybody. Every team is going
to be trying to beat us even more
than they were this year.”
It’s been nearly 30 years since the
Bees’ most recent state championship victory in 1993 where they took
down Huntland 8-3 in Class A to complete a 31-4 season on the team’s 20th

anniversary. Chad was on that team.
“It was always an honor to be an
Upperman Bee, especially on the
baseball team,” Chad said. “Being on
a state championship team is something I’ll never forget with Coach
Wayne Shanks. I hope that my kids
do what I did and keep their kids
involved in the program and in the
school.”
As the last out approached in the
Bees’ championship win this past
May, Chad’s memories from his time
as a Bee reignited.
“In the ‘93 championship, I was
in the dugout as an eighth grader,”
Chad said. “Getting that last out,
knowing that the game was over and
they’ve clinched and won is just a
special feeling. It’s also special to
know you’re the only team in your
classiﬁcation to end your season on
a win.”
Chad was called up to the team as
an eighth grader by the head coach
at the time, Wayne Shanks. Coach
Wayne told Chad, a right-handed
pitcher, to come out and practice

with the team. Chad then pitched
in a B-game, and Wayne, seeing his
potential, let him stay on the team.
Wayne Shanks, father of current Bees’ head coach Wes Shanks,
coached the Bees from 1974-93 and is
a member of the Tennessee Baseball
Coaches Association Hall of Fame.
He coached the Bees to 408 wins, 14
district tournament wins, 12 region
tournament wins, one state run-

ner-up and two state title wins.
“I remember going to the ballpark
and watching dad coach,” Wes said.
“Now, 29 years later, my son and my
daughter are doing the same things.”
Not only did Wes watch his dad
coach, but he played baseball for the
Bees under one of his dad’s assistants, Jere Watson, from ‘99 to 2004.
“The history—the Bees baseball
pride behind this and the community

BEES BASEBALL
510 West Jackson Street
931-372-9663 | www.winelllee.com
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Back row from left, former Bees’ head coach Wayne Shanks, Johnnie
Allison, Chad Huddleston, Jason Stanton, Robert Shanks, Jeff ‘Petey’
Goolsby (statistician), Brent Bush, Johnny Madewell and David Allison
celebrate a state title with, front row from left, current Bees’ head coach
Wes Shanks, Rookie Allison, Evan and Eli Huddleston, Ty Stanton and
Caden and Carter Shanks.
of it—[makes this state title] mean so
much more,” Wes said. “That’s why
I took a different role in my career
path. I wanted to get into baseball,
speciﬁcally Upperman High School
baseball. That’s what I dreamed
about. I wanted to push a program
and get it back to the position where
it was before. I guess that’s just in my
blood.”
“Some of the players that were critical for [my dad] were Jason Stanton
and Johnny Madewell.”
Jason Stanton is Ty Stanton’s
father, who was on the ‘91 championship team when the Bees were the
ﬁ rst Putnam County high school
team to win a state title. Johnny
Madewell attended the Bees’ ‘22
championship win, and he was the
only senior with the Bees in ‘91.
The Bees’ right ﬁelder this past
season, Carter Shanks, and his
brother Caden Shanks, a shortstop
and a rising junior, are the sons of
Robert Shanks. Robert played on
Upperman’s ‘93 team.
Brent Bush, Carter and Caden’s
uncle, was also in attendance at

their championship win. Bush, who
was named Mr. Baseball in ‘94, was a
junior in the Bees’ ‘93 win. Following
the state title win, he won the tournament’s ﬁ rst Most Valuable Player
award after grabbing two wins on the
bump and going 5-8 at the plate with
a home run, a double, ﬁve walks and
ﬁve runs scored.
In the title game after a shaky start
on the mound where he allowed three Upperman state title rings from 1991 and 1993
hits and three runs, he regrouped
and struck out 11 batters while allowing only two more hits to help the
Bees to the win.
Johnnie and David Allison were
both members of championship
teams and they were at the state
championship game this year. Johnnie is Rookie Allison’s father. Rookie
was the Bees’ catcher this season.
Upperman statistician Jeff ‘Petey’
Goolsby has been the statistician for
Libby Capps
the Bees on all three championship
winning teams.
931-260-4186
“They’ll have a big bullseye on
931-400-8820
(Office)
them come next March,” said Chad.
LibbyCapps.com
“They’ll have to enjoy it while they
can, but get back to business.”

Congratulations
Upperman Baseball
on a Great Season
& Your State
Championship!
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STATE CHAMPIONS
Bees faced arduous journey

with four wins and no losses, but the
challenges of their season started
right off the bat with a season-opening road trip to highly-ranked Baylor
in Chattanooga.
“That ﬁ rst game in March was
deﬁ nitely circled on our calendars,”
UHS head coach Wes Shanks said.
“We knew we were facing off against
the number one team in the state
across all classiﬁcations, whether it
was MaxPreps, CoachT, TBCA (Tennessee Baseball Coaches Association)
or whatever because Baylor has eight
(NCAA) Division I commitments.
“It was looking like we might get
shut out, but when Justin Fallon
came up from sliding over home plate
screaming with his ﬁst pumping, the
dugout coming to celebrate with him

BY BEN CRAVEN
HERALD-CITIZEN

The Upperman High School baseball team faced a long, arduous
journey on the way to its 2022 TSSAA
Class 3A State Championship, playing
40 total games.
The Bees started with 29 regular
season games, ending in a 20-7 record.
They weren’t perfect in the postseason, but the Bees cemented their spot
in the ﬁnal bracket by winning three
out of four District 7-3A Tournament
games, one of two Region 7-3A Tournament games and a sectional game
at Lenoir City (6-3) the same day as
graduation.
The Bees claimed the title by
playing perfectly in Murfreesboro

Congratulations
TO THE UPPERMAN

BASEBALL BEES!
e city admires all of your hard work and dedication!
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one of the best in the
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A few games afte
e the SMHS split,
after
the Bees dropped a close 3-2 decision
to highly-ranked,
highly ranked C
Class 4A Mt. Juliet

Bee freshmen Rookie Allison, left, and Branson Turnbow turn up the
excitement before a state tournament game.

SEE CHAMPS, PAGE 8

CONGRATS

UPPERMAN

BEES BASEBALL!
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UHS head coach Wes Shanks tips his cap to the fans after winning the
2022 Class 3A state championship and the coach’s award.

CHAMPS: Bees earn title
FROM PAGE 7
but followed it up with a sweep of District 7-3A rival Livingston Academy
1-0 and 6-2. Errors reared their ugly
head one more time as the Bees shut
out Cumberland County 18-0 but lost
to the Jets 18-16 three days later.
“We got shocked against Stone
Memorial early in the season, and
that was the eye-opener,” Wes Shanks
said. “We had eight or nine errors
in that game, and that showed our
players that anybody can win at any
given time. We refocused, moved on
and won a 1-0 road matchup against a
red hot Livingston squad. We went on
to win the second game with them the
next night, and that set us in a very
good position for the rest of the year.”
After one more 3-2 loss to Mt. Juliet, the Bees went on a 10-game win
streak before closing the regular season with a 2-1 loss to highly-ranked
Station Camp.

“We kind of found our stride midway through the district schedule,”
Wes Shanks said. “Once we ﬁnally got
through a couple key games against
Livingston and Crossville teams, we
took off. Everybody found their roles,
and our pitchers were just spot on,
allowing us to be successful with the
bats. That’s exciting because we were
throwing freshman and sophomore
pitchers a lot of the time.
“We started the season good, got
through the middle of the season
very good and ended the season as a
great team. What got us there was our
hitting. Typically, teams have two or
three hitters you have to stay away
from, but by the end of the season,
we had seven or eight guys that could
cause havoc to any pitching staff in
the state.”
The Bees opened the postseason
with a 5-0 shutout of Macon County in
the district tournament, but pressure
mounted when they dropped a 5-4

CONGRATUALTIONS

Upperman Bees!
2022 STATE CHAMPIONS!

Catcher Rookie Allison

377 W Jackson St. • Cokeville, TN | 931-526-5458
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decision to DeKalb County. However,
they responded with a narrow 7-6
if-necessary win over the Tigers and a
12-2 rout of Cumberland County in the
district title game.
Upperman opened the region tournament with a 7-2 win over Page, but
pressure mounted once again with a
16-6 loss to Tullahoma in the championship game. Still, the Bees took care
of business with a win at Lenoir City.
“Once we had the success of that
10-game win streak, it gave our guys
a lot of conﬁdence, and they did not
relinquish it. Once we got to the state
tournament, I was not nervous as a
head coach even though I thought
I would be. Our team was just so
conﬁdent that it gave me conﬁdence.
It didn’t matter if we were down four
runs against a team like South Gibson
because I knew we’d come out and
score ﬁve.
“We lost the region championship,
but we took that and didn’t hesitate or
freak out. We didn’t start to question
everything. We just stuck to the grind
with our quality at-bats, and it really
paid off.”
The Bees allowed six runs in the

state tournament and they all came in
the ﬁ rst two games. They took care of
Munford 5-1 to start but had to rally
for a 6-5 win over South Gibson.
From there, the Bees shut out South
Gibson 7-0 in the second matchup and
Covington 2-0 in the ﬁnal game.
“That ﬁ rst game in the state tournament was key. We faced three really
good teams from west Tennessee,
starting with Munford. I had my top
pitcher in, and I knew they’d have
their top guy going. But man, we just
hit the ball so well, which gave us a lot
of conﬁdence. The second game was
probably the turning point because
they were playing one of the top 10
pitchers in the state, and we did well
against him. They earned some runs
as a quality team should, but we
matched them on the way to a grueling 8-inning win.”
UHS ended the season with a .329
batting average, 368 hits and 283 runs,
compared to an average of .219, 222
hits and 130 runs from opponents.
Upperman’s pitchers ended up with a
31-9 record, a 2.23 Earned Run AverA few of the Upperman Bee ball players and head coach Wes Shanks, left,
age, 314 strikeouts, 106 walks and 85
show off their nearly completed list of team goals.
earned runs.

Congrats to
BASEBALL!
UPPERMAN BEES!
606 W Main St. • Cookeville • 931-400-0001
122 South Willow Ave. • Cookeville • 931-528-2226
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Pinch runner Tyler Jared slides safely back to first base.

Third baseman Caden Colson fields a grounder during the
championship game.

Center fielder Justin Fallon smacks a pitch to the outfield fence.

Ace pitcher Eli Huddleston delivers a strike during the championship game.
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Upperman High School
Baseball State Champs

Bees’ assistant coach Derek Allen shows pure joy after winning the title.

First baseman Will Penland snags a throw in the dirt for an out.

LAFEVER
CONGRATS BEES BASEBALL!
Located in the
Town Plaza

727 S. Jefferson Ave.
Cookeville, TN

Insurance Agency

Hours
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday

Learn more about LaFever Insurance Agency:

Auto Motorcycles • Preferred risk • Young drivers • Older drivers • DUI • Tickets
Accidents • SR-22s ﬁled • Instant state-required insurance • Low monthly payments

Daniel LaFever - Agent
Telephone 931.526.3377 | Fax 931.526.3377

#

Grade

Name

Position

21
28
25
6
24
20
15
19
8
17
9
1
7
22
2
11
23
3
12
10
14

Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Jr.
Jr.
Jr.
Jr.
Jr.
Jr.
Jr.
Jr.
So.
So.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Carter Shanks
Will Penland
Caleb Rawdon
Caden Colson
Eli Huddleston
Tyler Jared
Ty Stanton
Braden Williams
Peyton Huie
Kabett Brown
Elijah Doughty
Caden Shanks
Wyatt Curtis
Bobby-Ray Kilpatrick
Julian Liano
Justin Fallon
Alec Wilson
Branson Turnbow
Evan Huddleston
Rookie Allison
Karsen Holroyd

SS/CF
1B
3B
1B/3B/P
OF/P
C/OF
INF/OF
OF/P
OF
INF
OF
SS/P
1B/OF/P
3B/P
INF/P
CF/P
1B/P
INF/OF/C
OF/P
C/OF/P
INF/C/P

CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR STATE CHAMPIONSHIP!
Compliments of
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Back row from left, Darryl Huddleston, Wes Shanks, David King, Braden Williams, Peyton Huie, Elijah Doughty, Will Penland, Wyatt Curtis, Caden
Colson, Bobby Ray Kilpatrick, Alec Wilson, Caden Shanks, Carter Shanks, Caleb Rawdon, Justin Fallon, Derek Allen, Jeff Goolsby; front row from left,
Julian Llano, Rookie Allison, Branson Turnbow, Eli Huddleston, Tyler Jared, Kabett Brown, Ty Stanton, Karsen Holroyd, Evan Huddleston and Bryant
Allen celebrate the Bees’ state title win.

WINGS UP
UPPERMAN
BASEBALL TEAM!
Congratulations to our hometown
stars on the Upperman Bees
Baseball Team, State Champs in
TSSAA Class 3A!
www.tntech.edu

