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BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Following a special meet-
ing on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 
the Gatesville City Council 
voted unanimously to ap-
point Interim City Manager 
Brad Hunt to the perma-
nent role of Gatesville City 
Manager.

The vote came after an 
executive session on the de-
cision. City Council Member 
Meredith Rainer made the 
first motion to offer Hunt 
the position of city man-
ager and to also hire Mike 
Halsema permanently as 
Deputy City Manager.

“I am honored that Mayor 
Chumley and the city coun-
cil members agree with that 
vision and chose to appoint 
me to lead the way for-
ward,” Hunt said.

Mayor Gary Chumley 
expressed that Hunt has 
demonstrated leadership 
skills in the past four 
months that the city council 
has been looking for.

“He has done an excellent 

job with the budget, and we 
are pleased with his vision 
for the future of Gatesville,” 
Chumley said. “He has also 
become an integral part 
of the community being 
involved in the schools and 
sports activities with his 
children.”

Following Scott Albert’s 
exit as Gatesville City Man-
ager in May, Hunt stepped 
up to take on the position 
as the interim city manager. 

“As I continued to work 
with council, our citizens, 
and our city department 
heads over the past three 
months, I enjoyed our sense 
of teamwork and everyone’s 
willingness to work toward 
common goals,” Hunt said. 
“I was able to see the many 
opportunities here in Gates-
ville for service to our com-
munity, as well as develop-
ing the start of a long-term 
vision for improving the 
quality of life here.” 

Hunt also mentioned that 
with Halsema’s input and 
the staff’s expertise, the city 

has laid out a foundation 
for great things to come.

“I believe that leading 
starts with serving, both 
internally and externally, in 
any organization,” he said. 
“I will continue to mentor 
and develop our team-ori-
ented approach to meeting 
the challenges and needs of 
the city. We’ve made great 
strides in a short time, 
and we are positioned to 
continue for a long time to 
come.”

Hunt formerly served as 
the Gatesville Police Chief 
before he accepted the role 
as city manager. He stated 
that Interim Police Chief 
Georg Cleverley will remain 
in her interim role while 
a search for a new police 
chief is conducted. The 
position will be posted pub-
licly in the coming weeks to 
seek out a servant-oriented 
leader for the permanent 
appointment.

Kaylee Dusang contrib-
uted to this report.

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

With the annual Spurfest 
festival just around the 
corner, Coryell County 
Museum Board Member 
Catherine Fulton gives a 
first-hand look at the activi-
ties the museum is bringing 
to the community this year. 

On Sept. 21, Spurfest will 
not only return with some 
of its customary events, but 
also with a few addi-
tions. Fulton said new 

games this year include 
a cornhole contest in the 
Gilbreath Room and a scav-
enger hunt that encourages 
kids and visitors to explore 
the museum. 

“People love scavenger 
hunts, and so we’ve been 
trying to figure out one (for 
a while),” Fulton said.

Fulton said the scavenger 
hunt will begin in the Cory-
ell Room, which will include 

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

When Rebel Brown was 
in elementary school, 
his father encouraged 
him to join the band. His 
father, Robert Lee Brown, 
purchased a 1921 Silver 
Conn Baritone horn, which 
he himself played in the 
Gatesville High School 
band in the 1930s. He 

would later instill his love 
of music in his children.

“Daddy wanted us to be 
in the band, three of us 
out of four ended up in 
the band,” he said. 

Rebel Brown would 
join the GHS band in the 
1960s. “I carried that 
from sixth grade through 
my first year in college,” 

Brown said.
Brown played the very 

same Baritone tuba that 
his father played when he 
was in school. In addition 
to the baritone, he played 
all the brass instruments. 
He said that one year they 
were shy of tuba players, 
so they switched him 
over to playing the tuba. 

“It was the year that we 
went over to play bi-dis-
trict,” he said.

While attending Gates-
ville High School, Brown 
also held a job at Modern 
Food Market. “They would 
let me get off for out-of-
school activities. I always 

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

A man from McLennan 
County has been charged 
with intoxication man-
slaughter related to a fatal 
wreck that killed a woman 
from Gatesville on Dec. 21, 
2023. 

A Coryell County grand 
jury indicted 29-year-
old Connor Jason Hill on 
Aug. 23 for driving while 
intoxicated, which led to 
the death of 57-year-old 

Brad Hunt named Gatesville City Manager 
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Pictured left to right: Gatesville City Manager Brad Hunt, Mayor Gary Chumley, and Deputy City Man-
ager Mike Halsema.

Following in his father’s musical footsteps
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Museum volunteer Rebel Brown shows the Baritone tuba that both he and his father played in the Gatesville High School Band.
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Connor Hill booking photo 

Man arrested in connection 
with vehicle fatality 

Spurfest returns for 
its 23rd year with new 
games and traditions 

PLEASE SEE ARREST | A2
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BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

The Coryell County Tax 
Office in Gatesville recently 
moved to a new location at 
800 E. Main Street, Suite B 
next to the Coryell County 
Main Street Annex.  

According to a press re-
lease distributed by County 
Tax Assessor Collector 
Justin Carothers, this move 
provides taxpayers with 
enhanced accessibility and 
improved services.  

“We are excited to of-
fer our taxpayers a more 
convenient and efficient 
location,” Carothers said in 
the press release. “The new 
Gatesville Tax Office will 

provide a welcoming and 
accessible environment for 
all our residents.”

Located in the former 
Extraco Bank building, 
the new tax office offers 
a drive-thru window that 
makes it easier for residents 
to conduct tax-related busi-
ness without leaving their 
vehicles. 

Carothers said that 
the convenient feature is 
designed to save time and 
reduce wait times. Now, 
taxpayers can renew their 
vehicle registration and pay 
property taxes at the drive 
thru.

The tax office started its 

initial move in July. It was 
previously located at 201 
South 7th Street in down-
town Gatesville.  

This new location will 
also house the Early Voting 
Center. All early voting 
will be conducted in a new, 
spacious room to allow 
for a more efficient vot-
ing process, according to 
Carothers. 

The tax office will main-
tain its regular business 
hours. For more informa-
tion or to contact the 
Gatesville Tax Office, please 
call 254-248-3144 or visit 
coryellcountytax.com 
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Spurfest will include a scavenger hunt for various artifacts located throughout the museum. 

Donna Henry, of Gatesville, 
according to court docu-
ments. 

KWTX reported on Aug. 
26 that Waco police arrest-
ed Hill on a Coryell County 
warrant charging him with 
intoxication manslaughter 
in the death of Henry. 

A spokesperson for 
the Coryell County Sher-
iff’s Office said Hill was 
released from the Coryell 

County Jail on Monday on a 
$100,000 bond. 

The Texas Department 
of Public Safety investi-
gated the two-vehicle crash 
that took place in Coryell 
County in December. The 
incident happened around 
6:15 p.m. at the intersec-
tion of U.S. Highway 84 and 
Knowles Road. 

According to a report by 
Texas DPS, a Dodge Ram 

truck operated by Hill was 
traveling eastbound on 
Highway 84 at an “unsafe 
speed” on wet roads before 
it hydroplaned and collided 
into a Honda Civic. 

Texas DPS identified the 
driver of the Honda Civic 
as Henry. The report says 
she was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

a collage of photos of 
artifacts that players will 
need to find. Visitors will 
be given a sheet that will 
list the items, and people 
can check them off as they 
discover them in the mu-
seum. She said there will 
be prizes for those who 
complete the game. 

As for traditional festi-
val performances, Fulton 
said the Karem Cowboys 
will return for their 
Western-inspired show in 
the museum’s garden. 

Other favorite Spurfest 
activities will return this 
year, including: 

• Book signings from 
local author and artist Jon 
Brown 

• ‘Guess the beans’ 
contest 

• Photo opportunities 
• Games in the School 

Room 
• A Medieval arts show 

on the square 
Food samples include 

classic biscuits and gravy 
and churned butter, and 
a new homemade torti-
lla demonstration at the 
blacksmith shop.  

Fulton encourages the 
community to participate 
in the ongoing Spurfest 
raffle. Prizes include an 
Austin motif quilt created 
by Grace Dallimore and 
two matted and framed 
pointillism prints featur-
ing the Coryell County 
Courthouse and Fort Gates 
by Jon Brown. 

The drawings for the 
raffle will take place dur-
ing Spurfest. Tickets are 
$20 each, and each one of-
fers three chances to win. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at the Coryell Museum or 
at The Gatesville Messen-
ger. 

Spurfest not only pro-

vides a full day of enter-
tainment, but also gives 
locals and out-of-towners 
the opportunity to con-
nect with Coryell County 
history and pay homage to 
the museum’s renowned 
spur collection.

“The main purpose 
has always been for us 
to thank the community 
for their support and to 
showcase the museum,” 
Fulton said.

Along with Spurfest, 
festival goers can attend 
the 38th annual Cruzin 
Cruzers Car Show on the 
courthouse square.

Spurfest will take place 
on Saturday, Sept. 21 at 
the Coryell County Muse-
um and Historical Center.  
The museum is open from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday 
through Saturday. Admis-
sion to the museum is 
free.
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The Coryell County Tax Office has moved to 800 E. Main Street, Suite B. 

Gatesville Tax Office relocates 
to old Extraco building  
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2323ndnd Annual Annual

SPURFEST

At Coryell Museum
718 E. Main Street, Gatesville   (254) 865-5007

FREE ADMISSION
Spurs • Demonstrations • Contests • Music • Kid’s Games • Drawings

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21ST H 9AM-4PM

ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE
227 Memorial Drive, Building 2  |  Gatesville, TX  

(254) 865-2166  |  CoryellHealth.org

WHERE YOU ALWAYS FEEL AT HOME

ATTENTION
All Central 
Texas Athletes 
Saturday 
Sports 
Injury Clinic:

Saturdays      
10 AM – 12 PM
Coryell Health 
Medical Clinic,
Building 2

Coryell Health Saturday Sports Injury Clinic provides prompt 
access to an orthopedic specialist during the designated sports 

clinic hours without needing a prior appointment.

Kristin Hill, APRN FNP-C RNFA, Orthopedic Specialist  |   Dr. Jacob Battle, Orthopedic Surgeon 
          

Saturday Sports  Injury Clinic Practitioners

Coryell Health
Saturday Sports 
Injury Clinic

Services O�ered: 
Evaluation, treatment & management of sports injuries through November 8, 2024.



To many, the day is just 
another holiday, which for 
some marks the unofficial 
end of summer and the 
beginning of fall. It is usu-
ally the same weekend that 
college football kicks off 
and dove hunting season 
opens, and so it seems to 
be a natural bridge from the 
heat and strain of a long 
hot summer and the fun-
filled activities of fall.

Being a child raised in a 
city with a strong organized 
labor presence, it saddens 
me a little when people 
do not note the profound 
historical and cultural 
significance of Labor Day 
and the contributions and 

achievements of the Ameri-
can labor movement. This 
holiday honors the relent-
less efforts of workers and 
the labor organizations 
that fought for improved 
working conditions, fair 
wages, and basic rights in 
the workplace. Understand-
ing Labor Day’s importance 
requires delving into the 
rich history of the American 
labor movement and rec-
ognizing the strides made 
toward improving labor 
conditions in the United 
States.

The origins of Labor 
Day trace back to the late 
19th century, a time when 
the American industrial 

revolution was in full swing. 
The rapid industrialization 
of the country led to an 
increase in factory jobs, but 
these positions were often 
characterized by grueling 
hours, hazardous working 
conditions, and minimal 
wages. Workers, including 
men, women, and children, 
who labored long hours for 
meager pay, often in unsafe 
environments. This period 
was marked by significant 
labor unrest and the rise of 
various labor organizations 
seeking to address these 
inequities.

One of the pivotal events 
in the American labor 
movement was the Pullman 
Strike of 1894. Workers 
at the Pullman Company, 
which manufactured rail-
road cars, went on strike 
to protest wage cuts and 
high rents in company-
owned housing. The strike 
escalated into a nationwide 
railway strike, disrupting 
transportation and draw-
ing national attention to 
the plight of workers. The 
federal government’s in-
tervention, which involved 
deploying troops to break 
the strike, highlighted the 
tense relationship between 
labor and management 
and the need for organized 

labor advocacy.
Amidst these struggles, 

the labor movement made 
significant gains. Unions 
such as the American 
Federation of Labor played 
a crucial role in advocating 
for workers’ rights. The AFL 
focused on securing better 
wages, working conditions, 
and hours through collec-
tive bargaining. Another im-
portant labor organization 
was the Knights of Labor, 
which sought broader social 
reforms and inclusive labor 
practices. These organi-
zations, through strikes, 
negotiations, and public 
advocacy, laid the ground-
work for labor reforms that 
would follow.

Labor Day itself emerged 
as a symbol of these efforts 
and achievements. The first 
Labor Day was celebrated 
Sept. 5, 1882, in New York 
City, organized by the Cen-
tral Labor Union. The idea 
quickly gained traction, and 
by 1894, Labor Day became 
a federal holiday. The estab-
lishment of Labor Day was a 
recognition of the contribu-
tions of workers and a nod 
to the importance of labor 
organizations in advocating 
for fair labor practices.

The significance of Labor 
Day extends beyond its 

historical roots; it is a cel-
ebration of ongoing labor 
struggles and victories. 
Over the years, labor unions 
have continued to advocate 
for workers’ rights, leading 
to significant improvements 
in workplace safety, fair 
wages and reasonable work-
ing hours. Legislation such 
as the Fair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938, which estab-
lished a minimum wage and 
overtime pay, and the Occu-
pational Safety and Health 
Act of 1970, which aimed to 
ensure safe working condi-
tions, were direct results of 
labor advocacy and demon-
strate the lasting impact of 
the labor movement.

I am sure many young 
people cannot imagine a 
workplace with no overtime 
pay for mandatory overtime 
hours worked. Nor might 
they imagine children — 
some younger than 10 years 
old — working a full-time 
job or being hurt on the job 
with no recourse. I doubt 
they can imagine labor riots 
where men risked their lives 
for the right to earn a living 
wage. For the most part, 
these sort of conditions 
no longer exist, and that is 
because of the efforts and 
vigilance of the American 
labor movement.

Labor Day represents 
much more than a break 
from work; it is a tribute to 
the struggles and successes 
of the American labor 
movement. It honors the 
contributions of workers 
and the pivotal role of labor 
organizations in shaping 
fair labor practices.

Monday may have been 
a great day for a cookout, 
or boating at the lake, 
or simply dozing in the 
hammock in the backyard. 
Hopefully, sometime during 
the holiday weekend there 
was a moment of pause 
to reflect on the progress 
made in labor relations and 
the challenges that remain. 
The American worker is the 
best in the world. Their role 
in producing the products 
and services we need plays 
a vital role in maintaining 
our freedom and indepen-
dence. Thank you for all 
you have done!

Thought for the day: “The 
American labor movement 
was the principal force that 
transformed misery and 
despair into hope and prog-
ress”. — Martin Luther King

Until next time …I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out!
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Labor Day should not be taken for granted

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood 
County News. He is also an actor, author, 
playwright, performer and entertainment 
producer/promoter. sam@hcnews.com | 
817-573-7066, ext. 260

T
his past Monday, most of us had a day 
off from work as we celebrated the Labor 
Day holiday.
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LUTE SULLINS

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Lute Sullins!

Lute Sullins is a local real estate agent and the owner 
of Tejas Real Estate, where he serves buyers and sell-
ers in all areas of Coryell County. He offers clients 
seasoned knowledge of the Central Texas real estate 
market and an intimate understanding of what makes 
Gatesville so special and unique. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in finance from Tarleton State University, is 
a graduate of the Realtor Institute, a graduate of the 
Leadership Program of Coryell County, a 2020 graduate 
of the Texas Realtor’s Leadership Program, and one out 
of ten individuals selected to participate in the 2018 
Leadership Central Texas Program. When he is not serv-
ing his clients, he enjoys spending time with his wife, 
Kristen, and two children, Grant and Kendall. He also 
enjoys golfing and piddling around on his family farm.

Lute likes to read The Gatesville Messenger to stay 
informed on what’s happening in our community.

If you happen to see Lute around town, say hello! He 
is one of us!
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Staff Reports

In honor of Labor Day, 
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission (TWC) is recogniz-
ing the state’s workforce 
for making Texas the best 
place to live and work.

The Lone Star State 
upholds a prestigious 
reputation due to the 
skill and dedication of its 
workforce and the vast 
opportunities for its busi-
nesses. In recognition of 
Labor Day, TWC spotlights 
these qualities by celebrat-
ing yet another year of 
record-breaking growth for 
the Texas labor force.

By the Numbers (as of 

Labor Day 2024):
- Texas has the largest 

seasonally adjusted civil-
ian labor force in history 
with more than 15.3 mil-
lion people.

- Second in the nation 
for annual job growth, 
Texas employment grew 
by 265,500 positions be-
tween July 2023 and July 
2024.

- Texas ranked first in 
terms of private sector 
jobs change with 206,000 
private sector positions 
added from July 2023 to 
July 2024.

- Texas’ annual employ-
ment growth has outpaced 

the national average in 
eight out of the 11 major 
industries.

- There are more than 
657,000 employers in 
Texas, the most in our 
state’s history, and the en-
gine behind the many jobs 
being created in the state.

As the workforce in 
Texas continues to grow 
at a record-setting pace, 
TWC remains committed 
to serving all who make 
this state the best place to 
do business. Their services 
ensure Texans in the work-
force can thrive as they 
progress in their careers. 
They also provide train-

ing, information, and skills 
development for long-term 
success in a wide range of 
occupations. For individu-
als experiencing unem-
ployment, TWC can assist 
with the transition to new 
jobs and careers.

Texas Workforce Com-
mission is a state agency 
dedicated to helping Texas 
employers, workers, and 
communities prosper eco-
nomically.

For further details, 
visit the TWC website at 
https://twc.texas.gov/ or 
visit one of the more than 
170 Workforce Solutions 
offices around Texas.

Texas Workforce Commission 
recognizes the work of Texans

Staff Reports

Local crisis resource center, 
Righteous Roots, has an-
nounced that they will hold 
a bingo night on Thursday, 
Sept. 26, at the Texas Station 
Event Center, located at 305 
Old Fort Gates Road.

Doors to bingo night will 
open at 6 p.m., and the games 
will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased 
for $60 on the night of the 
event or online for $50 by 
visiting ticketbud.com.

Each ticket will include 10 
games and three cards per 
game. To increase your chanc-
es of winning, additional 

cards will be available for five 
dollars each or three for $10.

Prizes will be awarded to 
both men and women ages 18 
and up.

There will be a concession 
stand provided to those at-
tending the bingo night.

All proceeds from the event 
will go directly to Righteous 
Roots to support their facility. 
Righteous Roots is a non-prof-
it crisis resource center which 
provides free social services to 
any individual suffering from 
trauma as a result of past or 
present abuse.

For further details, contact 
Righteous Roots at 254-651-
3600.

Righteous Roots to hold bingo 
night fundraiser Sept. 26



20 YEARS AGO (2004)
 Four condemned struc-

tures were demolished by 
the City of Gatesville in a 
continuing effort to clean 
up the city.

The Texas Department of 
Public Safety troopers do-
nated $500 to the Gatesville 

Police Department’s Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education 
(D.A.R.E.) program.

The Coryell Museum and 
Historical Center opened 
a new exhibit focusing on 
Laerdal.

POCO Automotive sug-
gested an oil change every 

3,000 miles.
30 YEARS AGO (1994)
Bill Bradley and Dwain 

Place were named co-chair-
men of that year’s Gates-
ville Care Center’s “Food for 
Families” drive.

Police were seeking a sus-
pect in connection with the 

sexual assault of a 90-year-
old Gatesville woman.

The Gatesville Police 
Department increased viola-
tions for wrongful parking.

The Cruzin’ Cruzers of 
Gatesville were set to host 
their 8th annual Fun Run.

Pathways to Discovery: 
A Children’s After School 
Program was set to begin at 
the First United Methodist 
Church.

40 YEARS AGO (1984)

Floyd Williams was in-
stalled as president of the 
Gatesville Exchange Club.

Lt. Col. Cliff Barkley was 
named county chairman for 
the Beautify Texas Council.

Plans were underway for 
a 25th anniversary celebra-
tion for the Class of 1959.

The Gatesville Volunteer 
Fire Department was giving 
away two bicycles in order 
to encourage donations.

50 YEARS AGO (1974)

The Southwest corner 
of Gatesville’s downtown 
square was dressed up with 
the remodeling of the front 
of the Sure-Save Food Store.

Federal Judge Willliam 
Wayne Justice ordered the 
closing of the Gatesville and 
Mountain View Schools for 
Boys.

James Bruce Bomar was 
sworn in as the new post-
master at Mound.

Whatever happened to …
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 “Before that he played 
in the Aggie Band and was 
the corps bugler.  I was 
also the corps bugler when 
I went to Texas A & M.  We 
all played in the dance 
band up there.  My son 
played in the dance band 
while he was in the Aggie 
Band.  So did my brother.  
That’s all we knew.  Just 
music.”

Jim has organized sev-
eral bands around Liberty, 
and his man-cave is full of 
all kinds of musical instru-
ments, some of which 
he made.  Occasionally, 
he holds a jam session 
there.  Jim has studied 
organ building and has 
made several.   He loves to 
play practical jokes.  Once 
he put a duck call into a 
church organ, and every 
time a certain key was 
hit the duck caller would 
sound.  He has conducted 
musicals at the civic the-
ater and directs the choir 
at his church.

“We call it the Canter-

bury Chorale.  It’s mainly 
Episcopalians, but we aug-
ment with some others, 
because my choir is not 
big enough to do things 
like ‘The Messiah’ that we 
do about every other year.  
I threatened the members 
this year and told them 
we may change the name 
of our group to the OK 
Chorale.”

When Jim was at A&M, 
he went to the university’s 
Maritime Academy to 
prepare him for a career 
in the U.S. Navy.  Students 
took 3-month cruises 
every summer on a ship 
called The Texas Clip-
per.  It went to Northern 
Europe, the Mediterranean, 
or to South America.  

“I started a little 
25-piece band on board 
ship that played on many 
summer cruises.  I wrote a 
lot of the music, because 
we didn’t have a budget. 
So, I got some paper and 
wrote the songs.  Every 
time we would go to a 

foreign port we would 
play the national anthem 
of that country.  We did 
that in the morning when 
we raised the foreign flag 
right after we raised the 
United States flag.  When 
I graduated, I turned over 
my baton to my assistant.

“The very first port for 
him was Cork, Ireland on 
the southern coast of that 
country. They had a really 
strong headwind that was 
blowing the ship off the 
pier.  It had two tugboats 
hooked up to it trying 
to keep the ship pushed 
against the pier.  These 
Irishmen were holding 
these lines with all their 
might so the ship wouldn’t 
blow across the river and 
into the rocks.  

“The band was there, 
ready to play.  The guys 
are still struggling with the 
lines when the bandmaster 
started playing the Irish 
National Anthem and you 
know where this is going.  
These Irishmen popped to 
sharp attention, dropped 
the lines, and gave a Brit-
ish salute, and the ship 
starts blowing across the 
river toward the rocks.  
Well, these tugboats got 
pushed around just in 
time to save the ship and 
they got it tied up again.  
The captain was less than 
enthused with this.  As 
soon as the ship got tied 
up, he sent the band 
members below deck, fired 
the band director - and 
the band was never seen 
again.”   

TUMBLEWEED SMITH

A perilous salute            
to the Irish flag

J
im Sterling of Liberty is part of a musical 
family.  “My dad played with Dorsey back 
in the 30s,” says Jim. 

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For Appointment

Walk-ins Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

BIG YARD SALE
PIDCOKE METHODIST CHURCH

SEPT. 14TH • 8 am–2 pm
Furniture, Appliances, Tools, Collectables, 

Clothes, and more.

11230 FM 116 
(between 
Gatesville
and Cove)

We’ll Buy Your 
Gold & Silver

Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 9/4/24).......

$2498.60
SILVER (XAG/USD 9/4/24)..........

$28.24

PHOTO COURTESY OF GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Rebel Brown’s father, Robert Lee Brown, as a GHS sophomore in 1932 playing the Baritone tuba. He 
is pictured second row from the bottom, far left.

worked before school, 
after school, and on Satur-
days,” he said. 

Brown remembers the 
wool uniforms the march-
ing band members had to 
wear. “We had black bot-
toms and hats – something 
like a military hat. They 
were murder to wear in the 
heat, and in the summer, 
our band director would 
let us wear white shirts 
instead of the wool tops, 
and we would march from 
the high school, around 
the courthouse, and then 
disband around the post 
office. This was in August, 
and it was pretty hot to be 
marching in the parade.” 

In the 1966 edition of 
the Crescent yearbook, 
during Brown’s senior 
year, he is listed as being a 
band member and partici-
pating in the Band Follies 

from 1963-1966, and also 
being in Stage Band from 
1964-1966.

Following his graduation 
from GHS in 1966, Brown 
enrolled at Texas A&M 
where he continued to be 
in the band.

Later, Brown recalls leav-
ing A&M, “I got out and 
went into the U.S. Air Force 
and stayed there for seven 
years, where I received my 
associate’s degree.”

On the 100th anniversa-
ry of the making of his be-
loved Baritone tuba, Brown 
decided to donate the 
instrument that both he 
and his father had played 
in the Gatesville High 
School band to the Coryell 
Museum. “Well, I held on 
to it until it became 100 
years old in 2021. It was 
made in 1921 – I looked it 
up by the serial number. 

So, in 2021, I donated it to 
the museum.”

Visitors are welcome to 
drop by the museum locat-
ed at 718 E. Main to view 
the massive spur collec-
tion. Coryell Museum and 
Historical Center is open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 
as is the gift shop. Yearly, 
Coryell Museum member-
ships are $20 for singles, 
$30 for families, and $40 
for businesses, which 
includes free admission 
to the museum, plus four 
newsletters. Of course, 
large and small donations 
are welcome at all times.

Coryell Museum offers 
area schools and tour 
groups a delightful, guided 
tour through the museum 
with docents at many 
exhibits. Call the museum 
at 254-865-5007 to plan a 
visit.

BROWN
FROM PAGE A4

PHOTO COURTESY OF GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

The Gatesville High School Marching Band in 1966. Rebel Brown is on the top row. From the left, he is 
fifth to the right.

Staff Reports

Grace Assembly Chris-
tian Church has an-
nounced that it will host 
“A Call To Action” event 
on Monday, Sept. 9 at 5:30 
p.m.

The church will host 
guest speaker Lorena 
Garza, Director of Chap-

lain Affairs of the Na-
tional School Chaplain 
Association (NSCA), to 
discuss promoting school 
chaplains as legitimate and 
necessary members of a 
school staff.

The call-to-action event 
is open to the public and 
welcomes all local pastors, 
ministers, teachers, and 

school officials to attend 
as well.

Light snacks will also be 
served.

For further details or 
to register for the event, 
contact Grace Assembly 
Christian Church at 254-
865-6949. The church is 
located at 2315 Osage 
Road.

Grace Assembly to host 
“A Call To Action” Sept. 9

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Senior 
Center has partnered with 
the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Office to host a 
class on Monday, Sept.16, 
to discuss healthy carbo-

hydrates.
The class will begin at 10 

a.m. and will feature a pre-
sentation to show how to 
incorporate carbohydrates 
into your diet.

The final session will be 
held on Oct. 21, beginning 

at 10 a.m.
All classes are free and 

open to the public.
For further details, con-

tact 254-865-8234.
The Senior Center is 

located at 208 North Lut-
terloh Avenue.

Senior Center to host 
nutrition class Sept. 16



The tentative total cur-
rently is $13,703. There 
were 141 in attendance 
with 22 of those being lit-
tle kiddos. Linda Ray said 
that there were 50 cars 
on the grounds. Everyone 
enjoyed Dr. Charles Pat-
terson’s lesson on rest. 
Several former Killeen ISD 
faculty and staff were in 
attendance to visit with 

Dr. Patterson, who was 
their long-time superin-
tendent. A big thank you 
goes out to all involved in 
this silent auction and fish 
fry. It is an undertaking 
of monumental propor-
tions. To Linda Ray, who 
gathers all of the auction 
items throughout the year, 
to all who made dona-
tions of auction items, to 

all of those who helped 
in tagging those items, to 
those who brought food, 
to those who endured the 
heat and humidity to cook 
all of the fish and fixings, 
and to all of those who 
made those generous bids 
on the items, a huge thank 
you is just not enough 
said. Thanks to all these 
wonderful volunteers, His 
Kids will get to attend 
Christian camp and obtain 
scholarships to further 
their education. Ultimate-
ly, to God be the Glory as 
great things He has done!

The next Pearl Blue-
grass and Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore Day is Sept. 14. 
The Bluegrass jamming 
goes on all day, and the 
stage show begins at 1 
p.m. This is a free event. 
The Bluegrass Kitchen has 
delicious homemade food 
available for purchase at 
very reasonable prices 
(cash only) from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. (The desserts 
are out-of-this-world 

awesome!) The bookstore 
opens at 9 a.m. and closes 
at 3 p.m. Most everything 
in the bookstore is “buy 
what you want, pay what 
you want,” and all pro-
ceeds go toward local 
charities. There are over 
6,000 books in excellent 
condition as well as vari-
ous other items. Gather 
your family and friends 
and make a day of it in 
Pearl. You won’t regret a 
minute of it!

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Ephesians 
4:29—Let no corrupt 
word proceed out of your 
mouth, but what is good 
for necessary edification, 
that it may impart grace to 
the hearers. NIV

Be sure and like the 
Pearl Community Center, 
Texas Facebook page, and 
the Pearl Cottage Book-
store and Resale Shop 
Facebook page. Please 
submit any Pearl news to 
betsyclark47@yahoo.com
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T
he Pearl Church of Christ reports a 

great day last Sunday during the an-

nual Labor Day Atchley Fish Fry and 

Silent Auction for His Kids. 

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News 
Correspondent

PEARL NEWS

Last week’s fundraiser was huge success

Market Day

Vendors can sign up under the Market Days tab at 
www.gatesvillechamber.com 

or stop by the Chamber office M-F from 9AM-2PM.

Held the 2nd Saturday of each month, March-December.

SATURDAY • 8AM-NOON

SEPT. 14
Cotton Belt Depot Parking Lot
2307 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 
Call 254-466-5128

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

Gatesville and Coryell 
County residents have 
undoubtedly noticed the 
recent invasion of crickets.

Late summer and early 
fall often signal the begin-
ning of cricket season in 
Texas. Vast swarms of the 
irritating insects begin to 
invade central Texas for 
their annual visit.

It has been noted that a 
dry summer often increases 
their numbers, which can 
certainly easily be applied 
to situations in Coryell 
County.

Considering the fact that 
female crickets can lay up 
to 400 eggs at a time, situ-
ations can sometimes get 
out of hand when dealing 
with the annoying insects. 
A female cricket, once she 
mates, spends most of her 
life laying up to 2,000 eggs.

In the past, it has been 

reported that some busi-
nesses in Texas have been 
forced to close their doors 
as thousands of crickets 
line the sidewalks and cling 
to the walls of buildings. 
Another disadvantage of 
the cricket invasion is the 
horrible smell they emit as 
they die, and their small 
carcasses begin to rot.

Crickets don’t pose a 
threat to humans. They 
don’t bite or sting but can 
cause other issues such as 
unsanitary situations with 
dead bugs littering streets, 
buildings, and lawns.

Seasonal crickets can 
often be prevented by 
controlling outdoor light-
ing. Outside lights should 
be dimmed, and blinds or 
curtains, when using in-
door lights, should be kept 
closed to prevent a swarm 
from invading a residence. 
The insects are often at-
tracted to light, food, and 

shelter.
Weatherstripping around 

doors and windows can 
also be a big asset in the 
prevention of crickets in-
vading homes. Areas open 
around air vents or pipes 
can also allow them to gain 
entry.

However annoying crick-
ets can be, it can be hard 
to admit they are useful 
insects that help to balance 
the ecosystem. They are 
considered to be omnivores 
that eat a variety of plants, 
flowers, fruits, and some-
times other insects.

However disgusting it 
may sound, in Cambodia 
and Vietnam, crickets are 
sometimes considered 
to be a delicacy. In other 
cultures, they are a sign of 
good luck.

In Coryell County, they 
are just considered “annoy-
ing pests.”

Staff Reports

Gatesville’s Exchange 
and Lions Clubs will be 
hosting their 24th Annual 
Golf Scramble on Saturday, 
Sept. 14, at the Gatesville 
Country Club.

Registration will begin at 
7:30 a.m., and there will be 
a shotgun start at 9 a.m.

Team prizes, based on a 
14-team field, will be $500 
for first place, $400 for 
fourth place, and $200 for 
eighth place. Those inter-
ested can form their own 
four-person team or sign-
up for a team list, which 

will be $200 per team or 
$50 per member. The price 
includes green fees, golf 
cart, and food.

There will be a $5,000 
Hole-in-One contest plus 
three other Hole-in-One 
prizes, which are spon-
sored by the First National 
Bank.

For more information, 
contact Alan Mathis at 
254-289-1651, or Linda 
Klontz at 937-206-6418.

The Gatesville Country 
Club is located at 1212 
Golf Course Road.

Crickets descend on Gatesville once again

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Thousands upon thousands of crickets cling to the rock walls near the City Pool.

Golf Scramble set for Sept. 14

Staff Reports

The 8th annual MATES 
Reunion will be held at the 
Mountain Community Cen-
ter on Saturday, Sept. 21. 
The doors will open at 10 
a.m., and the reunion will 
last until approximately 4 
p.m.

The meal will be potluck 
and will be served at noon. 

Members attending are 
asked to bring a covered 
dish.

Please spread the word 
about the reunion to those 
who do not have Facebook 
or receive The Gatesville 
Messenger.

For more information, 
call Gene Martin at 254-
865-7163.

8th Annual MATES Reunion 
scheduled for  Sept. 21

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

The 38th annual Cruzin 
Cruzers car show will be 
held on Saturday, Sept. 21, 
from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. on the 
courthouse square.

The Cruzin Cruzers car 
show was first held in 
1986 with only 22 entries. 
They have grown to 200+ 
cars every show, rain or 
shine. The club gives out 
65 award plaques and a 

trophy for best of show. 
Their non-profit organi-
zation uses the earnings 
from the show to give 
scholarships to local high 
school students attending 
trade school.

For more information, 
visit their website at cruz-
incruzers.com, or the car 
club can be reached at cru-
zincruzers@yahoo.com.

Cruzin Cruzers car show 
to be downtown Sept. 21
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The program for the 
Sept. 10 meeting of the Co-
ryell County Genealogical 
Society will be presented 
by Sherry Lawrence, who 
will speak on the Historical 
Texas Sites Atlas.

The Texas Historical 
Commission maintains this 
state-wide atlas on their 
website, and it is a wonder-
ful resource for historians, 
genealogists, and Texas 
travelers.  The site has 
historical descriptions and 
locations pinpointed on 
a Texas map, and Cory-
ell County has over one 
hundred identified sites. 
Historical sites include 
cemeteries, archeological 
investigations, buildings, 
and other entities that 

have received Texas His-
torical Markers.   

While the atlas is a 
valuable research tool, 
the main purpose of the 
information is to provide 
protection to historical 
sites that are in proposed 
construction or land de-
velopment areas.  For this 
reason, the THC is updat-
ing the atlas and has solic-
ited the assistance of the 
Coryell County Historical 
Commission.  It is hoped 
that expanding an interest 
in the atlas will bring more 
Coryell County historical 
sites under the protective 
umbrella of state law.

The public is invited 
to attend this important 
meeting at the Gatesville 
Public Library at 6 p.m.

Gladys Louise McClure, 
age 80, passed away on 
Friday, Aug. 30, 2024, in 
Gatesville.

Funeral service were 
held on Wednesday, Sept. 
4, 2024 at 11 a.m. at First 
Baptist Church of Oglesby 
with Reverend Jeremy 
Sanders officiating. Burial 
followed at Post Oak Cem-
etery in Oglesby. 

Louise was born on 
Dec. 29, 1943 to Loyd and 
Gladys Venita (James) Goff 
in Magazine, Arkansas. She 
was a longtime resident 
of Coryell County. Louise 
was a member of First 
Baptist Church of Oglesby 
and enjoyed her 60-plus 
group there.  She was co-
owner with her husband of 
Central Paint Company of 
Waco. She later worked at 
Wal-Mart in Belton and in 
Gatesville as a cashier. 

Preceding her in death 
were her parents; hus-
band, John D. McClure, 
Sr.; stepfather, John Henry 
Cole; stepmother, Sue Goff; 
great-grandson, Daniel 
Cooper; sister, Betty Cole; 
and brother, Jimmy Goff.

Survivors include her 
children, Paul Matthews 
and wife, Deborah, of Hot 

Springs, Arkansas, Paula 
Vincent and husband, Jay, 
of Gatesville, Cathy Burks 
and husband, Paul, of 
Belton, John D. McClure, Jr. 
and wife, Debbie, of Gates-
ville, Jimmy McClure, of 
Waco, Teresa Edwards and 
husband, Loyd, of Oglesby; 
15 grandchildren; 21 great-
grandchildren; brother, 
Johnny Goff; sisters, Peggy 
Rogers, Willie May Wester-
man; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to First 
Baptist Church (60 plus 
group) 120 College Ave., 
Oglesby, Texas 76561.

Gladys Louise McClure
Dec. 29, 1943 - Aug. 30, 2024

James George Barron, age 
86, of Jonesboro, passed 
away at his home on Sept. 
1, 2024. 

Funeral services will be 
held at Scott’s Funeral 
Home at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 7, 2024, with 
Pastor Matt Dossey offici-
ating. Interment will follow 
at Jonesboro Cemetery. 
The family will receive visi-
tors on Friday, Sept. 6 from 
5 - 7 p.m. at the funeral 
home.

James Barron was born 
in Lamesa in 1938 to the 
late James Francis and 
Alice Grace Barron. James 
graduated from high 
school in Post and then 
graduated from Wayland 
Baptist University in 
Plainview. He received his 
Master’s Degree in Educa-
tion from Tarleton State 
University in Stephenville 
and taught school for a 
total of 34 years in the 
following school districts: 
Tulia, Mound, Turnersville, 
and Gatesville, where he 
retired. James was also a 
rancher in Jonesboro and 
won most of the battles 
with the cows and horses. 

James married Edith Mar-
ilyn Youngblood on Aug. 
24, 1958, in House, New 
Mexico and they remained 
married for 66 years. 
James and Edith started 
their family in Tulia before 
moving to Jonesboro circa 
1965, where they put down 
permanent roots.  James 
had a deep love for history 
and shared this love with 
his family and students. He 
had a genuine love for his 
students and tried to see 

them the way God would 
see them. James and his 
family were the first to 
bring Brangus cattle to the 
area, as featured on the 
Johnny Watkins television 
show. James loved the 
church and served as a 
pastor for a period of time 
at a church in Justiceburg. 
He will be remembered for 
his love for God and his 
family. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents and several 
aunts and uncles. 

James is survived by his 
wife, Edith Barron; chil-
dren, Mike Barron, and 
wife, Sonya, Dr. Kay Eaton 
and husband, Mark, Karen 
Williams and husband, 
Steve, Dr. Randall Barron 
and wife, Shelley, grand-
children, Leila Fincher, 
Dane Barron, Jamie Bar-
ron, Jeremy Eaton, Wil-
liam Eaton, Lucas Eaton, 
Lindsey Williams, Natalie 
Williams, Racheal Barron, 
Rylie Barron, Reese Barron, 
and Ryan Barron; 11 great-
grandchildren; sisters, 
Frances Spencer and Diana 
Truett, and nieces and 
nephews.

James Barron
Jan. 6, 1938 - Sept. 1, 2024

JW Featherston passed 
away on Aug. 31, 2024, 
surrounded by his family. 
Funeral services were held 
on Wednesday, Sept. 4 at 
2 p.m. at Scott’s Funeral 
Home with Rev. Garland 
Baker and Rev. Kurt Fues-
sel officiating. Interment 
followed at Greenbriar 
Cemetery. 

JW (Scoopy) Featherston 
was born on Dec. 22, 1945, 
to the late Robert and 
Pearl Estelle Featherston in 
Gatesville. JW was raised in 
Gatesville and joined the 
Navy where he met the love 
of his life while stationed 
in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Joan and JW were married 
in 1967 and celebrated 57 
years of marriage. After 
having children, they 
returned to Gatesville to 
raise their family. Scoopy 
retired from the military 
and civil service after a 
total of 34 years of service 
to his country. In retire-
ment, Scoopy spent his 
time fishing, hunting, and 
loving his grandchildren. 
JW was a member of Moun-
tain Baptist Church, and he 
loved his church family. He 
was also on the Board of 
Directors for the Green-
briar Cemetery. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents and sisters, 

Betty Hooker and Cath-
erine Smith.

Scoopy is survived by 
his wife, Joan Featherston; 
daughter, Tammie Clover 
and husband, Don; sons 
Robert Featherston and 
wife, Jenny, and Jimmy 
Featherston and wife, 
Janet; grandchildren, Bre-
anna, Katie, Luke, Jacob, 
Seth, Lauren and husband, 
Trent, Jeremy, Kallie, and 
future great-granddaugh-
ter, Bonnie; sisters, Nancy 
Thompson, Martha James, 
and Ruby Barnard; and 
brothers, Leslie Feather-
ston, Ray Featherston, and 
John Featherston. He is 
also survived by numerous 
nieces and nephews and 
the fish he did not catch.

JW Featherston
Dec. 22, 1945 - Aug. 31, 2024

Lloyd Wayne Mitchell, 
Jr., 89, passed away sur-
rounded by his family 
Friday, Aug. 30, 2024, in 
Big Spring. He was born 
on Dec. 3, 1934 to Lloyd 
Wayne and Madge (Mc-
Brayer) Mitchell in Lorena. 
Wayne was a proud mem-
ber and served as a Deacon 
at the First Baptist Church 
of Stanton. He earned his 
Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Science from 
Baylor University. Wayne 
retired as Superintendent 
of Stanton ISD in 1992. 
After his retirement, he 
served as the interim Su-
perintendent in 16 school 
districts until 2007. He 
also served on the Martin 
County Hospital Board 
and the Martin County 
Appraisal District Board. 
Wayne enjoyed ranch-
ing in Howard and Jones 
Counties. He served as the 
Director of Academy of 
Western Artists.

He is loved and missed 
by his wife, Dixie (Perry-
man) Mitchell; daughters, 
Natalie Trampe and hus-
band, Michael, and Valerie 
Smith and husband, Jim; 
bonus children, Margaret 
Hunt and husband, Truett, 
John S. Henry and wife, 
Blake, Patrick Henry and 
wife, Wendy, Elizabeth 
Baize and husband, Craig, 
Maria Flavin and husband, 
Kevin, Anne Frances Meeks 
and husband, Terry, James 
Perryman Henry and wife, 
Heather; grandchildren, 
Micah Trampe and wife, 
Bailey, Nathan Trampe and 
wife, Callie, Matai Trampe 
and wife, Amanda, Sava-
nah Tunnell and, husband, 
Josh, Sean Smith and wife, 

Lauren; great-grandchil-
dren, Melanie, Caleb, and 
Brailynn; sisters, Mary 
Catherine Mitchell and 
Charlotte Wetzel and 
husband, Grayson; broth-
ers, Billy Tom Mitchell and 
wife, Barbara, and Jimmy 
Neil Mitchell; numerous 
nieces, nephews, other rel-
atives, and many friends.  

He is preceded in 
death by his wife, Natha 
(McMinn) Mitchell; and 
parents, Lloyd Wayne and 
Madge (McBrayer) Mitchell.

Funeral services were 
held at Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Rosewood Chapel 
at Big Spring on Tuesday, 
Sept. 3. Interment followed 
at Trinity Memorial Park in 
Big Spring. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Wayne and Natha Mitchell 
Scholarship Fund, 200 N. 
College, Attn: Brad Hol-
land, Stanton, TX 79782.  

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton.  
Online condolences can be 
made at www.npwelch.com

Lloyd Mitchell, Jr.
Dec. 3., 1934 - Aug. 30, 2024

Mark Lee Locke, age 
55, of Jonesboro, passed 
away on Aug. 29, 2024. A 
Celebration of Life will be 
held on Sept. 14, 2024, at 
2 p.m. at Gatesville Church 
of Christ with Miles Locke 
officiating.

Mark was born on Nov. 
19, 1968, in Gatesville to 
Miles and Linda Locke. 
Mark grew up in Gatesville, 
graduating in 1987.  As 
a child, Mark loved Star 
Wars and Rubrics Cubes, 
which he could complete in 
a minute or less. He loved 
playing chess and video 
games and putting togeth-
er electronic kits from Ra-
dio Shack. Mark had three 
children and raised them 
in Gatesville. Mark mar-
ried Jeanne Lock in 2003 
and was blessed with two 
more children. Mark had 
a brilliant mind and loved 
computers and technology. 
He designed and built CNC 
routers for Engiplast and 
other companies and was a 
self-taught engineer.  Mark 
worked at Engiplast, Inc. in 
Fort Gates for many years 
before purchasing the 
business in 2016 with his 
nephew.

He was preceded in death 
by his younger brother, 
Matthew Worthington and 
sister, Jeanna Worthington; 

cousin, Rusty Trustcott; 
and grandparents, Cleo 
and John Dyson and Lucille 
and Miles Locke, Sr.

Mark is survived by 
his wife, Jeanne Locke; 
parents, Linda Worthing-
ton and husband, Eugene 
and Miles Locke and wife, 
Linda; children, Kaylie 
Locke, Michael Locke, 
Bryan Locke, Joseph Easter 
and Dylan Easter; and sis-
ters, Jennifer Tzoumas and 
Julie Robison.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
be made to Solaris Hospice 
205 N US Highway 281, 
Hamilton, TX 76531.

Mark Locke
Nov. 19, 1968 - Aug. 29, 2024

CCGS program 
to feature county 
historical sites

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY
 Obituaries can be submitted to The Gatesville 
Messenger online at www.gatesvillemessenger.com/
obituaries. Advance payment is required.
 Obituaries should come from the funeral home. 
Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified 
with a death certificate or by the facility handling 
the body. You must provide the contact information 
for verification when submitting the obituary.
 The Gatesville Messenger deadline for obituaries 
is 10 a.m. Tuesday for the Saturday paper. 
Deadlines are subject to change during holidays.

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

An Austin, Texas motif quilt created 
by Grace Dallimore and two matted and 
framed pointillism prints featuring the 
Coryell County Courthouse and Fort 
Gates by Jon Brown, will be raffled during 
Spurfest this year.

Tickets will be sold at $20 each. Each 
ticket will give the purchaser three chanc-

es to win. Tickets can be purchased from 
museum board members, at the Coryell 
Museum, or at The Gatesville Messenger. 

Any volunteers interested in selling 
tickets can contact Catherine Fulton at 
254-223-0014.

The drawing will take place during 
Spurfest on Sept. 21st.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell Museum board members Jann Dworsky and Hal Davidson display raffle items.

Coryell Museum to hold 
raffle at annual Spurfest



Press Release

 The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) an-
nounces changes to the 
Farm Service Agency’s 
(FSA) Farm Loan Programs, 
effective Sept. 25, 2024 — 
changes that are intended 
to increase opportunities 
for farmers and ranchers to 
be financially viable. These 
improvements, part of the 
Enhancing Program Ac-
cess and Delivery for Farm 
Loans rule, demonstrate 
USDA’s commitment to 
improving farm profitability 
through farm loans de-
signed to provide important 
financing options used by 
producers to cover operat-
ing expenses and purchase 
land and equipment.

Farm loan policy changes 
outlined in the Enhancing 
Program Access and Deliv-
ery for Farm Loans rule, are 
designed to better assist 
borrowers to make strategic 
investments in the enhance-
ment or expansion of their 
agricultural operations.

The three most notable 
policy changes include:

• Establishing a new 
low-interest installment 
set-aside program for 
financially distressed bor-
rowers. Eligible financially 
distressed borrowers can 
defer up to one annual loan 
installment per qualified 
loan at a reduced interest 
rate, providing a simpler 
and expedited option to 
resolve financial distress in 
addition to FSA’s existing 
loan servicing programs.

• Providing all eligible 
loan applicants access to 
flexible repayment terms 
that can increase profitabil-
ity and help build working 
capital reserves and sav-
ings. By creating upfront 
positive cash flow, borrow-
ers can find opportunities 
in their farm operating plan 
budgets to include a reason-

able margin for increased 
working capital reserves 
and savings, including for 
retirement and education.

• Reducing additional 
loan security requirements 
to enable borrowers to le-
verage equity. This reduces 
the amount of additional 
security required for direct 
farm loans, including reduc-
ing the frequency borrow-
ers must use their personal 
residence as additional 
collateral for a farm loan.

Additional Farm Loan Pro-
gram Improvements

USDA’s FSA has embarked 
on a comprehensive and 
systemic effort to ensure 
equitable delivery of Farm 
Loan Programs and improve 
access to credit for small 

and mid-size family farms. 
FSA has also included 
additional data in its an-
nual report to Congress to 
provide information that 
Congress, stakeholders, and 
the general public need to 
hold USDA accountable on 
the progress that has been 
made in improving services 
to underserved producers. 
This year’s report shows 
FSA direct and guaran-
teed loans were made to a 
greater percentage of young 
and beginning farmers 
and ranchers, as well as 
improvements in the par-
ticipation rates of minority 
borrowers. The report also 
highlights FSA’s microloan 
program’s new focus on ur-
ban agriculture operations 

and niche market lending, 
as well as increased sup-
port for producers seeking 
direct loans for farm owner-
ship in the face of increas-
ing land values across the 
country.

FSA has a significant ini-
tiative underway to stream-
line and automate the Farm 
Loan Program customer-
facing business process. For 
the over 26,000 producers 
who submit a direct loan 
application annually, FSA 
has made several impactful 
improvements including:

• The Loan Assistance 
Tool that provides cus-
tomers with an interactive 
online, step-by-step guide 
to identifying the direct 
loan products that may be a 

fit for their business needs 
and to understanding the 
application process.

• The Online Loan Ap-
plication, an interactive, 
guided application that 
is paperless and provides 
helpful features, includ-
ing an electronic signature 
option, the ability to attach 
supporting documents such 
as tax returns, complete a 
balance sheet, and build a 
farm operating plan.

• An online direct loan 
repayment feature that 
relieves borrowers from the 
necessity of calling, mail-
ing, or visiting a local USDA 
Service Center to pay a loan 
installment.

• A simplified direct loan 
paper application, reduced 

from 29 pages to 13 pages.
USDA encourages produc-

ers to reach out to their 
local FSA farm loan staff 
to ensure they fully under-
stand the wide range of 
loan and servicing options 
available to assist with 
starting, expanding, or 
maintaining their agricul-
tural operation. To conduct 
business with FSA, please 
contact your local USDA 
Service Center.

For more information, 
visit, www.fsa.usda.gov.
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RECIPE
This recipe appeared in the “Methodist Best” cookbook in 2008. The Gatesville Messen-

ger is running a series of recipes from that cookbook. If your church has a cookbook, or if 
you would like to submit your own recipe of a favorite dish for possible publication, please 
email it to: editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Aug. 28
3:44 a.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 2600 
block of Mears Drive.

8:42 a.m., an assault was 
reported in the 2400 block 
of Bridge Street.

9:23 a.m., illegal dumping 
was reported in the 1600 
block of E. Main Street.

4:46 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
100 block of FM 116.

Aug. 29 
3:44 a.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 2600 
block of Mears Drive.

8:42 a.m., an assault was 
reported in the 2400 block 
of Bridge Street.

11:33 a.m., a wanted/
stolen person/property was 
reported in the 2600 block 
of Mears Drive.

4:46 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
100 block of FM 116.

Aug. 30
1:19 a.m., a burglary was 

reported in the 500 block of 

Andrews Street.
3 a.m., a threat was re-

ported in the 1300 block of 
Westview Drive.

8:11a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1300 block of 
Green’s Private Drive.

2: 16 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 800 block of 
Golf Course Road.

Aug. 31
12:04 a.m., a noise distur-

bance was reported in the 
100 block of Sunny Lane.

10:30 p.m., an intoxi-
cated driver was reported 
in the1600 block of E. Main 
Street.

10:38 p.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
500 block of Bridge Street.

Sept. 1
12:18 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
100 block of Magaldi Street.

4:34 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 400 
block of N. 14th Street.

8:27 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
100 block of S. 23rd Street.

11:06 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 

the 1700 block of St. Louis 
Street. 

Sept. 2
6:52 a.m., a burglary was 

reported in the 100 block of 
S. State Highway 36 Bypass.

4:55 p.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 2600 block of E. Main 
Street.

11:35 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 1700 block of E. Main 
Street.

11:50 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
2300 block of Bridge Street.

Sept. 3
9:13 a.m., harassment was 

reported in the 2600 block 
of Mears Drive.

4:34 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 1200 block 
of E. Main Street.

5:49 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of S. 23rd Street.

7:29 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 1200 block 
of W. Main Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Aug. 28
9:43 a.m., criminal mis-

chief was reported in the 
700 block of Northern Hills 
Road.

10:35 a.m., shots fired 
were reported in the 700 
block of Lutheran Church 
Road.

12:18 p.m., burglary of 
a building was reported in 
the 2700 block of Willow 
Loop.

1:37 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
500 block of E. Leon Street.

Aug. 29
2 p.m., criminal trespass 

was reported in the 4400 
block of FM 1113.

3:36 p.m., a major ac-
cident was reported on E. 
Hwy 84 and County Road 
268.

5:41 p.m., a scam was 
reported in the 2700 block 
of Willow Loop.

6:42 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 100 
block of Harrell Drive.

Aug. 30
10:28 a.m., a suspicious 

vehicle was reported in the 
200 block of S. 1st Street.

1:47 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 100 
block of Benjamin Circle.

2:25 p.m., a stolen vehicle 
was reported in the 100 
block of Main Street.

7:59 p.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 900 block of 
Wedgewood Drive.

Aug. 31
10:58 a.m., trespassing 

was reported in the 200 
block of Harrell Drive.

11:20 a.m., missing live-
stock was reported in the 
1500 block of FM 930.

5:15 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2500 
block of FM 1783.

8:26 p.m., shots fired 
were reported in the 600 
block of FM 116.

Sept. 1
12:47 a.m., trespassing 

was reported in the 200 
block of Harrell Drive.

3:44 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported on Old 
Oglesby Road, 1 mile down.

4:43 p.m., shots fired 
were reported in the 2800 
block of Mulberry Drive.

5:22 p.m., deadly conduct 
was reported in the 2800 
block of Mulberry Drive.

Sept. 2
5:45 p.m., a hunting 

violation was reported on 
Lutheran Church Road.

7:07 p.m., a minor ac-
cident was reported on FM 
182 and N. Highway 36.

7:14 p.m., shots fired 
were reported in the 2800 
block of Mulberry Drive.

8 p.m., a robbery was 
reported in the 100 block of 
McKelvaine Street.

Sept. 3
12:24 p.m., fraud was 

reported in the 100 block of 
Baird Street.

3:54 p.m., abandoned 
property was reported in 
the 3800 block of FM 116.

8:30 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
500 block of E. Leon Street.

10:08 p.m., a major ac-
cident was reported on 
Highway 190/N. Clark and 
Clear Creek.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of Aug. 28 – Sep. 3.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of 
more significant activity. People are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the 
Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

The DISPATCH

ZUCCHINI CASSEROLE
BY DOROTHY LOVELACE

6-8 zucchini or squash   1 lb. grated cheese
1 sm. jar sliced pimento  1 pkg. cornbread jalapeno or plain
1 green pepper, chopped  1 can mushroom soup undiluted
1 onion, chopped

Peel and slice zucchini; slightly boil 10-15 minutes and drain. Sauté green pepper until 
tender (do not brown). Mix cornbread and bake. Break cornbread into small pieces. Add 
to zucchini or squash. Then add soup, green pepper, onion, pimento, and cheese. Mix 
well. Pour into greased casserole dish and bake at 350 until done.

 PHOTO COURTESY OF NODASHOFGLUTEN 

Zucchini Casserole

Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

SALE EVERY 
WEDNESDAY AT NOON

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

Sept. 4, 2024:

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 350-410 
300-400 lb. 325-410 
400-500 lb. 275-325
500-600 lb. 250-280
600-700 lb. 230-260
700-800 lb. 220-240
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 300-390
300-400 lb. 285-335    
400-500 lb. 245-285
500-600 lb. 225-255
600-700 lb. 210-235
700-800 lb. 195-225
Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 130-144
Low Yielding 115-125     
Fats 120-135
Thin & Shelly 100-115
Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 145-176
Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   2700-3200
Young Fair 2200-2700
Aged Pairs Split & Weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 1650-2500
Number of Head 540

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT NOON

3199 Hwy. 6, Clifton, Texas
254-675-7717

HAULING AVAILABLE ANY DAY: 
JARED HUNT 254 223 2486

9-4-24 SALE
Weigh  Bulls 145-160
Weigh Cows 115-139

Cow Calf Pairs  NO TEST
Bred Cows NO TEST
Replacement Bulls  NO TEST

#1 Type Steers
200-300 lb. NO TEST
301-400 lb.             320-337
401-500 lb. 300-321
501-600 lb. 240-265
601-700 lb. 220-235

#1 Type Heifers
200-300 lb. NO TEST
301-400 lb. 295-321
401-500 lb. 240-257    
501-600 lb. 227-246
600-700 lb. 207-235

ANDY’S SALE BARN CAFE
WEDNESDAYS @ 11 AM – BUFFET • BURGERS • SANDWICHES

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

USDA updates farm loan programs
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BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY BAPTIST
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; 
Sunday Bible study 10 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN BAPTIST
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS 
BAPTIST
Bob Phillips, pastor; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD BAPTIST
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesville; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 
a.m., adult Bible study 6 
p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ & youth Bible study 
6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 
a.m.; Wednesdays – 
Prayer & Bible Study 7 
p.m.; Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Supper first 
Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast 
second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
912 E. Main St., Gatesville;
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 
a.m., Wednesdays – 
Children & Youth 5:30-7:00 
p.m. (supper provided)
FIRST BAPTIST 
OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
120 College Ave.; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m., Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY BAPTIST
Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; 2819 S. Hwy. 36, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY BAPTIST
A.C. Painter, pastor; 
1750 FM 215, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY BAPTIST
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO BAPTIST
Matt Dossey, pastor; 
11420 N. State Hwy. S; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:50 
a.m.
KING BAPTIST
Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY BAPTIST
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 
& HWY 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m. & 
1 p.m., Family Bible Study 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK BAPTIST
Pastor Matthew Hamilton; 
113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday eve-
nings: Choir at 5:30 p.m., 
Children & Youth Activities, 
Adult Bible Study at 6:15 
p.m.
MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 
6319 US-84, Gatesville; 

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com 

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com 

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7 
p.m. Wednesday.
OSAGE BAPTIST
Chris Thomas, pastor; 
7505 FM 185, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY 
CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE BAPTIST
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE BAPTIST
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY 
BAPTIST
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 
301, Jonesboro; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PURMELA BAPTIST
Pastor: Brenden Hough; 
875 FM 932, Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME BAPTIST
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 
p.m.
SPANISH BAPTIST
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.
TRINITY BAPTIST
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
BAPTIST
Jon Crosby, Pastor; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW BAPTIST
Pastor: Malachi Houser; 
1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL BAPTIST
Mike Barron, pastor; 
2040 CR 238, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 10 a.m.; 
Sunday  worship 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
WHITE MOUND BAPTIST
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: 
P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 
76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third 
Saturday at 8 a.m. Inside: 
3075 FM 931, outside: 
2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, 
Mound, TX 76558.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 
a.m. (English) & 12 
p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. 
& Wednesday-Friday at 
7 a.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Deral McWhorter, 
minister; 104 Cedar 
Ridge, Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 
W. Brooks Dr., Evant; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 
a.m., Sunday worship 
10:20 a.m. &  12:30 p.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
FORT GATES CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
4605 St. Hwy. 36 S., 
Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m. 

GATESVILLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Justin Hall, minister; 
2417 E. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Bible class 9:30 
a.m., Sunday service 
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday 
Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
clases y servicios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays 
– Bible Study 5:30 p.m.; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or 
Steve 254-865-3559.
PEARL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE 
CHURCH OF GOD
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 
Lutheran Church Rd., 
Copperas Cove; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m.   
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, 
Coryell City; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m.
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 
1114, The Grove; Sunday 
School 9 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED 
METHODIST
2 miles north of Ireland on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT METHODIST
235 US-281, Evant; 
Dennis Dutton, Pastor; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
FIRST METHODIST 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD (during school 
year): Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
$3; youth, Children & 
Adult Bible Studies at 6 
p.m. AA meets Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday at 
6:30 p.m. 254-865-2520.
GATESVILLE UNITED 
METHODISTS
All are welcome. Meetings 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. at J&M BBQ. 
For more information, call 
254-223-0665.
OGLESBY UNITED 
METHODIST
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m.
PIDCOKE METHODIST
Rev. Pete Harris; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
Sacrament services 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
CHURCH
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 W.; Sunday 
services 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday service 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m., 

Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; 
Sunday school 10 a.m., 
Sunday services 11 a.m. & 
6 p.m., Thursdays 7 p.m.; 
2518 Bridge St.; 254-392-
9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Wray Nunn, pastor; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday worship 
6:30 p.m.; Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 
Osage Rd., Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesville; 865-6222. 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Pat Cole, Pastor; 4460 FM 
930, Levita;  Sunday Bible 
Study 9:45 a.m.; Sunday 
worship  10:45 a.m.; 
Tuesday OWLS Kid Group 
6-8 p.m.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, 
Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 
236; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
TABERNACLE OF 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, 
Gatesville;  Sundays 10 
a.m.; Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
254-206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesdays Bible 
Study 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday service, 7:30 
p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor; 1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

REFORMED
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY 
CHURCH
Worship Saturdays 5 p.m., 
Bible fellowship Sundays 
10 a.m.; 4995 FM 929

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
Youth Sunday Service 
9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-
4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles
103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North

Gatesville, Texas 76528
254-865-6131

You will seek me 
and find me when 
you seek me with 
all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 
(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE BUSINESSES.

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint
Plumbing • Electrical

Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 
needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX
254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION
& SEPTIC TANK 
SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE
254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 
DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE

Call 254-865-5212
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Central Texas Horseshoeing
Corrective shoeing and trim-
ming. 36 years experience.
John Capella 254-216-3684 
00031011

037

Help Wanted
Johnson Roofing is current-
ly hiring Experienced Com-
mercial Roofers, Experienced 
Metal Framers Immediately. 
$500 Hiring Bonus after 1st 
week of employment! Top 
Pay and Benefits! Email re-
sumé HR@JRoof.com 00031027

 

 
TREE WORKS Tree Service: 
tree trimming, removal & 
stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd, (254)223-
3287. 00031022

 

 

 

 

Featuring FABRIC Tues, 09/10 
- Sat, 09/14. The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main. Open Tuesday-Friday, 
8am-5pm & Saturday, 9am-
3pm 00031005

 

Parking Lot Sale! Saturday, 
Sept. 7, 9am-Noon. The Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. 00031013

 

BIG YARD SALE
PIDCOKE METHODIST 
CHURCH
SEPT 14TH 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Furniture, Appliances, Tools, 
Collectibles, Clothes, and 
more.
11230 FM 116 (between 
Gatesville and Cove) 00031029

 

 

3BR, 2BA on 1/2 acre. Stove, 
refrigerator and dishwash-
er furnished, CH/A, carpet, 
carport, storage building. 
Jonesboro or Gatesville ISD. 
No pets! 5430 FM 182. 254-
216-9153. 
00031008

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Margaret Su-
san Watson, Deceased, were 
issued on 8-1-24, in Cause 
No. 24-11030, pending in the 
County Court-at-Law of Co-
ryell County, Texas, to: Dawn 
Renee Hill.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within 
the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o: Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney at Law
907 S. Main St.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522

DATED the 26 day of Aug., 
2024.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Dawn Renee Hill

State Bar No.: 04091800

907 S. Main St., Copperas 
Cove, TX 76522

Telephone: (254) 547-6000

Facsimile: (254) 547-4157

Email: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com 

00031010 

 

 

 **FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE WITH 
ONE YEAR COMMITMENT FOR SPECIFIC AREA’S LVNS, 

CMAS, CNAS
  BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments 
 Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 404-2500
fax: (254) 248-6288 Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts   
 for Charge Nurse & Nursing
• Occupational Therapist – FT
• COTA- FT

• Physical Therapist   
 Assistant – PRN
• CNA/NA – FT All Shifts
• CMA/CNA – FT All Shifts

EOE.

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge Nurse and Nursing

       
 

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at
www.CoryellHealth.org

humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation 
• Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

   • Matching 457B    
      investments 
   • Tuition Reimbursement 

• Health, Dental, Life and    
   supplemental Insurances

EOE.

SOME POSITIONS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN ON BONUS. 
ASK FOR DETAILS.

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT 
LIVING:
• CNA – FT & PRN
MEDICAL CLINIC:
• Clinic Registration Supervisor
• LVN 
• CCMA
MEDICAL CLINIC MILLS 
COUNTY: 
• LVN – FT
• CCMA – FT
MEDICAL CLINIC MCGREGOR: 
• Registration Clerk – FT 
• LVN – FT
CULINARY: 
• Patient Dining Associate 
• Cook
DIALYSIS: 
• Charge Nurse RN 
EMS:
• Paramedic – PRN
• EMT –  PRN
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT:
• RN – FT Night Shift 
• PRN – All Shifts 

HOME HEALTH: 
• RN – FT
HOUSEKEEPING: 
• Housekeepers – FT and PT
• Housekeeping Supervisor – FT 
• Laundry Attendant – FT 
• Floor Janitor – FT
ICU: 
• RN – FT All shifts
LAB: 
• Point of Care Assistant – FT
MAINTENANCE: 
• Landscaper – FT or PT
MED/ SURG: 
• Night Shift House Supervisor
• RN or LVN – PRN Day & Night 
Shifts Available
RADIOLOGY: 
• CT/X-Ray Tech - PRN; TDH 
MRT & ARRT W/1 yr. exp. in 
CT/X-Ray
SURGERY: 
• Pre-op/PACU RN – FT 
• Cath Lab Tech – PRN 
• Certified Scrub Tech – FT 
• General Surgery Circulating RN

ESTATE SALE
304 Stoneridge Dr.

Sept. 13-15
Fri.-Sat. • 8am-3pm

Sun. • Noon-3pm
House and shed full, 

Native American items, 
tools, furniture, dolls, 

kitchenware & much more.
Hardbargain Estate Sales

H New Well
 Installation & Repair
H Windmill 
 Installation & Repair
H Storage Tanks
H Maintenance & Winterization
H Water Treatment
H Solar Powered Wells
H Pipe Installation
H Camera Surveys
H Retrieval of Water Well Equipment

FREE 
QUOTES

206 S. 7TH STREET, GATESVILLE

ESTATE SALE
1108 Pleasant Street

Gatesville, TX
Fri. & Sat. • SEPT. 6 & 7 • 9-3

Household Items • Outdoor Furniture 
Living Room & Dining Room Furniture

Plants • Pots • Tools • Dishes • Books
Sewing Machines • Xmas Decor • Lots More

Sale conducted by

Gatesville Pickers
Owner - Debbie Buster ~ (254) 223-1455

gatesvillepickers1@gmail.com
    Gatesville Pickers Estate Sales | Find us on EstateSales.net

015

Farm & Ranch

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company serv-
ing all Central Texas area. 
Commercial and Residential.
Free Estimates! 254-466-5128 
00031020

Dry Creek Trash Service: 
Weekly Pickup and Roll-
off container rentals. Ofc. 
(254) 463-4988/Cell (254) 
206-1512/drycreektrash-
service.com 00031021

R&M FENCING & DOZING: 
barbed wire, custom pipe, en-
tryways, corrals, barns, fence 
row clearing, metal buildings, 
residential & game fencing, 
solar gate openers, dozer 
work. Free estimates. Larry 
Riddle, 254-248-2205;  Joyce 
McAdams, 254-248-4318. 
00031024

CENTRAL TEXAS REMOD-
ELING AND HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 00031025

Jason Paul Constuction: Paint-
ing, Decks, Roofs, Texture, 
Flooring, Windows, Sheet-
rock, Porches, Add Ons, Metal 
Buildings, Trash Haul Off and 
Dump Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 00031028
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It pays to
advertise!
865-5212
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Houses for Rent

099

Public Notices

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL IT, CALL 
THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER AT 254-865-5212. 

099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
RECORDS ARCHIVE FEE PLAN

Pursuant to Local Government Code §118.025, Coryell Coun-
ty, hereby gives notice that a public hearing will be held at 
9:00 a.m. on September 24, 2024, in the Coryell County Com-
missioners’ Courtroom, 800 E Main Street, Suite A, Gatesville, 
Texas, to receive public input on the Records Archive Fee 
Plan, a written plan for funding the preservation and resto-
ration of the County Clerk’s records archive in Coryell County. 

At the hearing, interested persons are entitled to speak and 
present evidence for or against the Records Archive Fee Plan.

00031012

JENNIFER NEWTON
CLERK OF THE COUNTY COURT
P.O. BOX 237
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 76528

ATTORNEY OR PERSON FILING CAUSE
MICHAEL E. BOURLAND
8004 WOODWAY DR. STE 400
WACO, TX 76712

TO: DECEDENT’S UNKNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF LAUREN 
MARIE LEIHGABER, DECEASED. CAUSE NO 24-11042, COUN-
TY COURT OF CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS.

MONTGOMERY WILLIAM RAY GILLIS FILED IN THE COUNTY 
COURT OF CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS ON THE 5TH DAY OF 
JULY 2024, APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP SAID LAU-
REN MARIE LEIHGABER, DECEASED.

SAID APPLICATION SHALL BE HEARD AND ACTED ON BY 
SAID COURT ON OR AFTER THE FIRST MONDAY NEXT AFTER 
THE EXPIRATION OF TEN DAYS FROM DATE OF POSTING THIS 
CITATION, THE SAME BEING THE 16TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 
2024, AT THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE IN GATESVILLE, TEXAS.

ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN SAID ESTATE ARE HEREBY CIT-
ED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COUNTY COURT OF CORYELL 
COUNTY AT THE SAME ABOVE-MENTIONED TIME AND PLACE 
BY FILING A WRITTEN ANSWER CONTESTING SUCH APPLICA-
TION SHOULD THEY DESIRE TO DO SO.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE COUNTY 
COURT OF CORYELL COUNTY IN GATESVILLE, TEXAS THE 3RD 
DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2024.

JENNIFER NEWTON
CORYELL COUNTY CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS

BY: K. TALLEY

00031014

070

Land & Lots

Recycle Your Stuff for
Cash in the Classifieds.

Call or
go online

to browse,
buy or sell.

The Gatesville Messenger
CLASSIFIEDS

www.gatesvillemessenger.com • 254-865-5212

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas
Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054
TACLA27524C  www.schumansair.com

060

Garage Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject
to the Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin, or
an intention, to make any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination.” Familial
status includes children un-
der the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people
securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity
basis.
To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 1-
800-669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

You never
know what
you might

find...
CARS -- TRUCKS
BOATS -- PETS

FURNITURE
JOBS -- TOOLS

HOUSES -- PETS
RV’s -- PLUMBERS

CARPENTERS



102

Real Estate

099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices

102

Real Estate

To see all listings: www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

Johnny Burks 
254-223-0833

• 117 N. Rice St., Hamilton, TX, Rustic Lantern, over 7,000 sq ft, 2 stories w/ 2 
staircases, kitchen area, old safe, great commercial property for restaurant, office, 
or retail. $432,000

• 520 N. Rice St. Hamilton, TX. Commercial building with over 7,200 sq ft of space, 
two large spaces on the first floor, with a commercial kitchen, second story has 
several rooms with four full baths. $599,000

• 3 Br, 2 Ba home, 202 Liberty St., Gatesville. Laminate wood flooring, vaulted ceil-
ing in living room, fireplace, large backyard, storage shed, 2-car garage. $275,000

• 1.603 ac., 204 ft. of Hwy. 281 frontage & 300 ft. of frontage on Bell St. Great loca-
tion for a convenience store, strip center or any retail business. $369,000

• 5.01 ac., Lot 63 Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision Evant, Langford Branch, rolling 
terrain, scattered tree cover, electricity at road, Fiber Optic Internet, $155,000

• 8.01 ac. Lot 54 in Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Langford Branch, rolling ter-
rain, scattered tree cover, electricity at road. Fiber Optic Internet $150,000

• 10.01 ac. Lot 44 Phase 6 Rio Escondido Subdivision Evant, TX. Dry Branch, 
good tree cover, rolling terrain, gated subdivision. electricity at road, fiber optic 
internet service. OWER FINANCING AVAILABLE. $125,000

• 10.01 ac. Lot 39 Phase 6 Rio Escondido Subdivision Evant, TX. good tree cover, 
electricity at road, Fiber Optic Internet service. $123,000

• 10.01 ac. Lot 63 Phase 6 Rio Escondido Subdivision Evant, TX, season creek 
runs through the middle, good tree coverage, rolling terrain, subdivision is gated 
with private roads. $128,000

• 10.01 Ac. Lot 53 in Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Langford Branch, rolling 
terrain, scattered tree cover, electricity at road. Fiber Optic Internet $167,000

• 10.182 ac. Lot 14 Ph 3 Rio Escondido Subdivision Evant, TX, Langford Branch, 
good tree coverage, rolling terrain. Electric & Fiber Optic Internet. $239,900

• 10.697 ac. Lot 9 Phase 4 Rio Escondido Subdivision Evant, TX, small seasonal 
stream through the property, good tree coverage, rolling terrain, subdivision is 
gated with private roads. $122,500

• 10.85 ac. Lot 9 Phase 5, Flint Rock Court Evant, TX Rio Escondido Subdivision, 
good tree cover, great views, electricity at road, fiber optic internet service, gated 
subdivision. $119,000

• 15 ac. East of Evant on Bear Branch Rd, great views, scattered tree cover, small 
pond, electricity across road, will need to drill water well for water. $150,000

• 16.5 ac. Turnersville, open pasture, good views, paved CR 220. Electricity across 
road, check w/ Coryell City Water on availability of water meter. $206,500

• 18.1 ac. south of Evant, near Adamsville, Lampasas County, Hwy. 281 & CR 
2830. Water well, electricity, carport, rolling terrain, good tree cover. $260,000

• 20 ac. Lot 23 Ph 1, Rio Escondido Subdivision, Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
rolling terrain, gated subdivision, electric available, Fiber Optic Internet. $215,000

• 24.98 ac. 350 Cold Road Evant, stock tank, small creek, two outbuilding, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain. Property is fenced, multi-county water, on-site septic, 
electricity on the property. $350,000

• 25.06 ac. Pottsville, TX, Lot 31 Paloma Vista Subdivision. rolling terrain, scattered 
tree cover, great views. Electricity available, you will need to drill a water well for 
water. $225,000

• 33.912 ac. near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage, rolling 
terrain, good views. $275,000

• 39.378 ac. W. of Gatesville, Hwy. 36 frontage, scattered tree cover, rolling terrain. 
Good fences, water meter on property, electric available, Jonesboro ISD. $395,000

• 47.332 ac. South of Ireland, TX. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 
3 sides, southside will need to be fenced. $350,000

• 68.9 ac. 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville. Approx. 2900 ft. Leon River 
frontage, ceramic tile floors, carpet in bedrooms, vaulted ceiling, rock fireplace, 
granite countertops, breakfast bar, garden tub, metal building 45’x24’ barn, cattle 
pens, 1 tank, approx. 48 ac of coastal. $1,249,500

• 129.81 ac. Purmela, TX, Coryell County, heavy tree cover, rolling terrain, one 
stock tank, Honey Creek,  fenced on three sides, west boundary line will need to 
be fenced, deeded 40 ft. access easement. $975,000

• 210 ac. Carlton, Comanche County, approx. 5000 ft. Resley Creek frontage, 
small cabin, water well, electricity, cattle pens, 2 tanks one approx. 2.4 ac, good 
tree cover, 48 ac. improved grass, good exterior & interior fences. $1,450,000

• 620 ac. 3 Br, 2 Ba home, fireplace, ceramic tile floors, covered outdoor cooking 
patio, 38 ft X 25 ft. building. 2 lakes, one being approx. 10 acres and the other 
one just under 5 acres and 3 smaller stock tanks, approx. 8500 ft of Bee Creek 
running through the property with 20 ft to 40 ft limestone bluffs along the creek, 
good rolling terrain, good tree cover. $6,200,000 Ad1

BROKER: 
Calvin Burks

Bus. 254-471-5738
Cell 254-865-3601

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525

Lindy Burks
254-206-0643

AGENTS:

SPEED THINGS 
UP WITH THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

Need Something
Sold?

Ad Rates start at

ONLY $14.50
In print & online!

Call or go online to place 
your ad in minutes!

The Gatesville 
Messenger Classifieds

www.gatesvillemessenger.com
254.865.5212
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SUDOKU
Puzzle answers 

from the Sept. 5, 

2024 issue.
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES
3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723
Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Ja
yd

ie
 D

ix
on

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 216-1516
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
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254.865.2190 Office 
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254.865.9137 Fax

chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 
your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002
COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM
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LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE
254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS
254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
Fence Row Clearing 

Barbed Wire
Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Advertise.
Inspire. Sell.

Call The Gatesville Messenger to 
reserve this space, 254-865-5212.

Submitted by Joyce Talbott

The Gatesville Men’s 
Prayer group meets at 12 
p.m. every Thursday, and 
the community is welcome 
to meet and pray at their 
table.

As we pray for unity in 
our community, let us also 
pray for reunification in 
our nation. May our na-
tion come together to act 
justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with our God. The 
economic, cultural, and 
political stresses of the past 
years have revealed deep 
cracks in our foundation. 
Our political environment 
is polarized, divided, angry, 
and charged with emotion. 
May God empower us to 
pray and treat others with 
dignity, respect, and love. 
May we be an educated 
electorate who will examine 
the issues and the candi-
dates and vote in a way that 
is best for the nation, not 
just our own well-being. Fill 
us with TRUTH and DIS-
CERNMENT, so that we may 
cast votes that reflect your 
Word. 

“We are not seeing ter-
rible things in our culture 
because we vote the wrong 
way. We are seeing ter-
rible things in our culture, 
because men love darkness 
more than light.” Voddie 
Baucham said.

Let us not only pray for 
our nation but all nations. 
Offer prayers for protection 
of Christian ministries from 
conversion therapy, protec-
tion of Christians from loss 
of jobs and arrests for living 
like Christians, that govern-

ments would not continue 
to implement blasphemy 
laws, and that society would 
use its freedoms well – not 
becoming enslaved to debt, 
drugs, pornography, or 
other idols that harm. Pray 
forgiveness for the church’s 
failure to speak clearly and 
courageously. 

“Without God, there is no 
virtue, because there’s no 
prompting of the con-
science. Without God, we’re 
mired in the material, that 
flat world that tells us only 
what the senses perceive. 
Without God, there is a 
coarsening of the society. 
And without God, democra-
cy will not and cannot long 
endure. If we ever forget 
that we’re one nation under 
God, then we will be a na-
tion gone under.” President 
Ronald Reagan said on Aug. 
23, 1984.

Many local churches have 
committed to prayer during 
this time, and congrega-
tions have organized prayer 
vigils. Any, and all, are wel-
come to join from wherever 
they are. Don’t wait to sign 
up for a prayer slot, don’t 
wait for the vigil to start, 
and don’t stop when it ends. 
Pray the word, pray without 
ceasing, pray – shine the 
light into darkness.  

First Methodist Church 
will have their doors open 
from Saturday, Sept. 7 from 
6 a.m. to Sept. 8 at 6 a.m.

Those desiring more 
information can contact 
Debbie Martin at 254-216-
0907, or Joyce Talbott at 
254-223-0032, or by email 
at cjtalbott304@gmail.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHARLES TALBOTT

Sixteen individuals are pictured meeting at a local restaurant for their prayer group, which includes Don Strieber, Eric Moffett, Gene Braziel, 
John Tombaugh, Wes Whitzel, Ed Leach, Keller Clements, Dawson Abrams, Seth Yorgesen, Kent Hollenbech, Sam Rhudy, Tom Creek, Paul 
Parker, Richard Mitchell, Jim Page, and Charles Talbott (taking photo).

United Prayer Event to be held Sept. 7



BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

After successfully open-
ing CandY Pet Palace 17 
years ago, owner Yvonne 
Williams is stepping into a 
new role where she can help 
other businesses thrive in 
the community. 

As the Gatesville Cham-
ber of Commerce’s newest 
Chamber Liaison, Williams 
aims to collaborate with 
local businesses and non-
profits by helping them 
grow their recognition in 
the public. 

“I’m very big about get-
ting businesses into the 
community’s eye as far as 
advertising, such as social 
media, the newspaper, and 
website,” Williams said. 
“There are several avenues 
that I can go to help get our 
members out there in the 
community.” 

Williams plans to uti-
lize different marketing 
techniques to highlight 
the events and expertise 
of Chamber members and 
other businesses, such as 
through Facebook and Ins-
tagram Reels.

“There are a lot of busi-
nesses that have a lot to 
offer, but people may not 
know exactly what,” she 
said. “That’s what I would 
like to do – start showing 

what people offer.”
Along with promoting 

businesses within the com-
munity, Williams hopes to 
share some of the resources 
and knowledge she has 
gained from operating her 
own business with other 
entrepreneurs. “I built that 
business from the ground 
up,” she said. 

Williams’ work experience 
begins at HEB Grocery Store 
where she started working 
at only 16 years old. After 
20 years at HEB, she used 
her savings to open CandY 
Pet Palace – a pet groom-
ing, boarding, and mobile 
boarding business. 

Without a college busi-
ness degree, Williams said 
she had to navigate the 
industry on her own.  

“It is possible for some-
one who doesn’t have a 
college degree to own a 
business. There are a lot of 
certificates out there that 
I think people don’t know 
about,” Williams said. “I’m 
going to try to get all of 
that kind of information 
out.” 

While her parents taught 
her work ethics and morals, 
she said the managers at 
HEB helped show her how 
to use those work ethics.

“As far as running a busi-

ness, that’s how it really 
prepared me to do this be-
cause this is basically what 
(the Chamber) is – even 
though it’s a nonprofit, it's 
still a business organiza-
tion,” Williams said. 

Williams first got involved 
with the Chamber after 
volunteering to help orga-
nize the Art in the Shadow 
event, an art show for 
local artists that took place 
during the weekend of the 
total solar eclipse in April.  
This experience led her 
to join the Chamber as an 
ambassador, so she could 
continue contributing to the 
community.  

“It just kind of lit a fire 
under me,” she said.

After helping with the 
Chamber’s annual Gates-
ville Shivaree event, she 
knew she wanted to take on 
the role as Chamber Liaison 
when the position became 
available. 

Chamber of Commerce 
President Mason Matthews 
said via email that he looks 
forward to seeing Williams 
fulfill the organization’s 
mission statement, “Grow-
ing Business. Building Com-
munity.”

“The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce is proud to 
welcome Yvonne Williams 
as the newest Chamber 
Liaison,” Matthews said. 
“Yvonne brings a wealth of 
business knowledge and 
community-minded ideas 
to the Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce. As a 17-year 
business owner of CandY’s 
Pet Palace and More, 
Yvonne knows the impor-
tance of doing business lo-
cally and the value that the 
Chamber of Commerce may 
add to one’s business.”

As she settles into the 
role, Williams said she is 
always open to fresh ideas 
from the community that 
she can implement at the 
Chamber. Some of her 
own plans include opening 
the Chamber’s office, the 

Historic Cotton Belt Depot, 
as a space that people can 
rent for smaller events like 
birthday parties. In addi-
tion, she hopes to begin a 
series of classes that dif-
ferent businesses can host 
so people can learn more 
about their area of exper-
tise.

Williams encourages busi-
ness owners and people in 
the community to help sup-
port the Chamber’s efforts 

by becoming a member or 
an ambassador. 

“It is really a lot of fun, 
because you get to fellow-
ship, you get to conversate, 
and you get to meet all 
kinds of people in differ-
ent walks of life,” she said. 
“It really is fun and is very 
rewarding.” 

The Chamber of Com-
merce serves as a resource 
and meeting spot for local 
businesses that helps 

promote their growth in 
Gatesville. It also serves as 
a visitors’ center, offer-
ing maps, business cards, 
pamphlets for surrounding 
areas, visitor guides, Texas 
State Park information, and 
more. 

To learn more, visit gates-
villechamber.com 
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Williams becomes Chamber of Commerce’s newest Liaison

COURTESY PHOTO

The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recently welcomed their new Chamber Liaison, Yvonne Williams. 

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

With National Nutrition 
Week being observed from 
Sunday, Sept. 1 to Saturday 
Sept. 7, local senior cen-
ter Nutrition Supervisor 
Camilla Edge sheds light on 
the importance of a healthy 
meal.

“Nutrition is important 
for seniors because of their 
age. They need to be as 
healthy as they can be,” 
Edge said.

Since she prepares around 
500 meals a week on her 
own, she makes it a prior-
ity to visit the grocery store 
at least twice a week to 
restock what she needs for 
her kitchen.

She makes each meal 
based off a recipe guide-
line book, which gives the 
proper measurements to 
give the seniors enough 
nutritional value. Each plate 
will always include a main 
entree with two sides of 

various vegetables.
When Edge first began 

her journey with the senior 
center, she was only assem-
bling around 25 meals a day 
for both Meals on Wheels 
clients and the congregation 
at the facility. Since then, 
she now prepares around 
92 meals a day.

“A lot of the times, the 
food from the senior center 
is all they get,” she said. “I 
know how important my 
job is, and it is an honor to 
feed the Meals on Wheels 
people, but I also realize 
that they need that one 
meal, and some of them 
depend on it.”

Her job holds a special 
place in her heart since she 
personally has ties to hav-
ing to take care of elderly 
members of her family.

“I took care of my 
mother-in-law when she got 
Alzheimer’s,” she said. “She 
didn’t know when she was 
hungry or when she needed 

to eat, but when I put food 
in front of her, she would 
eat it.”

“People have lives and 
they don’t mean to forget 
about their loved ones; they 
have to work and pay their 
bills, but a lot of the time 
the elderly struggle and 
need extra support, so that 
is what I am here for,” she 
said.

She expressed that she 
wants her seniors to have a 
hot meal everyday just like 
everyone else does.

Due to a recent increase 
of Edge preparing over 
1,700 meals a month, Direc-
tor Pam Rudolph and Edge 
were recognized for provid-
ing hot meals to elderly in-
dividuals in the community.

“I love my seniors, and I 
want them to be healthy,” 
Edge said.

To enjoy a hot meal each 
week, visit the Gatesville 
Senior Center located at 208 
North Lutterloh Avenue.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Nutrition Supervisor Camilla Edge is pictured preparing a hot meal for the senior center and her Meals 
on Wheels clients.

Edge provides nutritious meals 
to folks at the senior center



BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Contributing Writer

Rayshon Smith ran for 255 
yards and three touchdowns, 
and the Gatesville defense 
forced seven turnovers as 
the Hornets opened their 
season with a 42-27 win over 
the Taylor Ducks on Aug. 30.

Though Gatesville was 
clearly the better football 
team from the start, they 
only dominated the game for 
a brief stretch in the third 
quarter when they turned a 
7-7 halftime tie into a 28-7 
lead in a matter of minutes. 
They committed six turn-
overs in the game – including 
one inside the Taylor 5-yard 
line - and had a touchdown 
run called back due to a pen-
alty. 

All of it added up to a win 
even if head coach Aaron 
Hunter didn’t love the way it 
looked. Or felt. 

“To say that I felt like we 
won, I would be lying. I liter-
ally had like a bad taste in 
my mouth,” said Hunter. 
“But we did win. I think for 
us to respond the way we did 
and make the plays we need 
and make them in order for 
us to still have a chance to 
win the game…it’s good. It’s 
good to battle.”

In addition to the battle 
being waged on the field, 

Gatesville also had to ac-
count for the battle against 
nerves as a significant num-
ber of players were making 
their varsity debuts. Hunter 
thought nerves played a part 
in Gatesville’s uneven offen-
sive performance.

Though all of the new 
starters played on Gates-
ville’s 2023 junior varsity 
district championship team, 
Friday nights are just a dif-
ferent experience. 

“Oh yeah, 100%. Our 
quarterback and four out 
of our five offensive line-
men played on JV last year. 
Then you look at like in the 
secondary, we have basical-
ly, we only have like four to 
five guys that are playing the 
same position,” he said. 

Gatesville’s first turnover 
of the game came when 
quarterback Gehrig Keeton 
was drilled in the back as he 
threw, and the ball landed 
in the hands of a Taylor de-
fender, who ran it back 57 
yards for a score and a 7-0 
lead. 

In his first varsity start, 
Keeton threw for 121 yards 
and guided the Hornets on 
six scoring drives. He con-
nected on deep passes to 
Amos Phillips and Jack Er-
win and on short screens to 
Smith and fullback Brayden 

Saunders. In between, he 
kept handing it to Smith and 
Saunders, who helped Gates-
ville rack up 340 rushing 
yards total in the game. 

Hunter lauded his junior 
signal-caller for enduring a 
wild first start.

“I told him after the game 
Friday, he literally got put 
through fire. It’s his first 
game, everything’s going 
wrong, we’re not protecting. 
Yeah, he got put through it,” 
said Hunter.

After the Ducks took their 
7-0 lead, Daniel Gonzalez 
quickly tied the game 7-7 on 
the next offensive posses-
sion went he took a jet sweep 
and raced 51 yards un-
touched to tie the game. 

Neither team would score 
again in the first half as 
the Hornets defense put 
the Ducks offense on lock 
down. The Hornets had four 
interceptions in the game, 
including two on the first 
half. Phillips picked off his 
first pass of the season in 
the first quarter. Then fresh-
man Grady Keeton picked up 
an interception in the second 
quarter. 

In the second half, Smith 
took over. 
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BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Across Central Texas, you 
will see various “Our Adopted 
School” signs, marked with 
U.S. Army units. The signs are 
meant to represent a school 
district taking part in the 
“Adopt-A-School” (AAS) pro-
gram, which is what Oglesby 
Independent School District 
recently accomplished.

The Adopt-A-School pro-
gram allows soldiers from 
different units within Fort 
Cavazos to partner with 
schools to be an extra re-
source. The soldiers adopt a 
school to teach, coach, men-

tor, and inspire students 
throughout the school year.

Fort Cavazos’ Adopt-A-
School program spans within 
nine school districts consist-
ing of 116 schools partnered 
with over 90 military units.

“One of our junior high 
teachers, Amanda Fisher, 
had reached out to me last 
year about having affiliation 
with a military group from Ft. 
Cavazos and inquired about 
getting them involved with 
school for special events, such 
as our Veterans Day Program, 
our annual Elementary Christ-

BY TOM NORRELL
Contributing Writer

The Oglesby varsity Tigers 
are number two in Division II 
and fell to number two Divi-
sion I, Abbott Panthers, by the 
score of 68-40 on Friday, Aug. 
30 in Oglesby.

The Tigers scored the first 
two touchdowns of the night 
and remained close with half 
ending 30-28, Abbott. Miscues 
and turnovers in the second 
half allowed the panthers to 
pull away for the win. 

Offensively for the Tigers, 
senior number one, Kyler Fos-
sett, six-man preseason player 
of year, did not disappoint, 
scoring three touchdowns, 
and passing for 109 yards for 
total of 351 total yards. 

Senior number seven, Alex 
Castillo, rushed for 134 yards, 
including a 70-yard kickoff 

return for touchdown and one 
pass reception for 41 yards 
and a touchdown. 

Junior number 20, Jack Hen-
dricks, had 11 carries for five 
and a half yards, two recep-
tions for 22 for total of 33.5 
total yards, and scored two 
receiving PAT’S. Hendricks 
also blocked well from his end 
position. 

Freshman number four, 
Holdyn Goff, had two carries 
for 12 yards and one 10-yard 
kickoff return for a total of 22 
yards. 

Sophomore number 10, Kay-
son Campbell, had two recep-
tions for 53 yards. 

Senior number five, Hunter 
Ewing, provided great block-
ing throughout the night. 

Number 32, Jaxon Markum, 

Smith, Saunders, and stout defense lead Gatesville past Taylor
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GHS varsity football standouts, pictured clockwise, are Zavier Clater, Rayshon Smith, Brayden Saunders, 
and Logan Morgan.PLEASE SEE HORNETS | B3
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Oglesby ISD Principals Casey Melton and Keegan Webb are pictured with the 120th Infantry Brigade Green Team in front of the campus’ 
“Our Adopted School” sign.

OISD partners with Fort 
Cavazos for “Adopt-A-
School” program

COURTESY PHOTO

The Oglesby varsity Tiger football team played against Abbott High School on Friday, Aug. 30.
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OHS Tiger football 
falls to Abbott, 68-40

PLEASE SEE TIGERS | B3



FALL SPORTS UPDATE
   …GHS Cross Country: 

The annual Bill Bradley In-
vitational will be held here 
Sept. 12.

   It’s the chance for you 
to watch locally as GHS and 
GJHS runners participate.  
High school races will be 
held that morning, and ju-
nior high divisions will run 
in the afternoon.

   In recent outings, the 
Hornet boys were 5th among 
33 team entries at the 
Brownwood Invitational.  Jas-
tin Muegge (12th), Jack Arm-
strong (14th), and Malachi 
Olvera (15th) emerged with 
Top 15 finishes.  The Hornet 
girls came in 16th out of 33 
teams.  The JH 8th girls won 
their division!   

   …GHS Football: Varsity 
will be playing at Mexia in 
its next outing Sept. 13, then 
host old rival McGregor in 
the GHS Homecoming game 
on Sept. 20.  

   For those that will be 
returning for Homecoming, 

you will want to check out 
GHS’ Homecoming Festival 
on Thursday, Sept. 19, on 
the Methodist Church field.  
There will be plenty of games 
and attractions, food and 
drink vendors, Senior march 
and the Lighting of the G.

   …GHS Team Tennis: The 
Hornets will play at Glen 
Rose on Sept. 12.  GHS re-
cently swept Waco Univer-
sity, winning all 19 matches 
that were played in that 
head-to-head match.

   …GHS Volleyball: As the 
start of District 23-4A play 
inches closer, GHS has a pair 
of non-league road games 
next week – Tuesday at Lam-
pasas, Friday at Waco High.

   The Hornet varsity just 
recently completed its 
3-week tournament stretch, 
playing 22 matches in a span 
of 19 days, claiming gold in 
one and winning consolation 
at another stopover.

NOTES AND DOTES
   …And speaking of the 

Bill Bradley Invitational, 
for those that do not know, 
it’s named in honor of the 
former GHS principal, girls’ 
coach, and administrator.  
Bradley fielded some power-
ful teams in basketball, cross 
country, and track.  He led 
the then-Hornette cagers 
to the 1976 state tourna-
ment, and he could tell you 
a day or two before most 
track meets within a point 
or two how most district 
track meets were going to 
finish.  He was notorious 
for walking the halls of GHS 
that week searching for a few 
more fourth, fifth, and sixth 
places.

   …Friday night coverage: 
Hornet football has plenty of 
coverage each Friday night.  
Lee Jaynes and Hornet Radio 
provide live stream play-by-
play, Jason Moore handles 
GHS’ live stats and updates 
for MaxPreps, and Chris All-
man does a knock-out job of 
handling the Hornets’ social 
media presence and cover-
age within these pages.

   …If you’d like to keep up 
with all Hornet teams, check 
out GISD Athletics’ Daily 
Updates at www.gatesvil-
leathletics.com and click the 
Update link in the News/
Messages box.  Updates are 
posted Monday-Saturday 
each week and include that 
day’s schedule of events, re-

sults from the previous day, 
and other news.

COLLEGE COMMITMENTS
   GHS has already had 

two senior student-athletes 
make early commitments to 
extend their careers to their 
collegiate level.

   Kinlee Gardner and Ray-
lee Glover have verbally com-
mitted to Navarro College 
and Weatherford College, 
respectively.  There will be 
at least two other athletes 
make their commitments 
later in the 2024-2025 school 
year.

  Proud to say that GHS 
Athletics has had 16 ath-
letes sign National Letters of 
Intent in the last five years.  
It’s nice to see all of the hard 
work, commitment, and ex-
tra time from our kids and 
parents be rewarded.  As 
we always say, these things 
don’t just happen by acci-
dent.

Social media threads
   Several of our sports 

have their own social media 
accounts and do a great job 
of recognizing and promot-
ing their program and ath-
letes.  There are also some 
“friends of the program” 
that handle much of the so-
cial media work, adding an 
unbelievable professional 
touch to those sports’ com-

munication threads.

  CHECK OUT THESE 
SPORTS:

   GHS Baseball: Gatesville 
Hornet Baseball (Facebook), 
fightinhornetbaseball (Ins-
tagram), @GHornetBaseball 
(X).

   GHS Girls Basketball: Gates-
ville_girls_basketball (Insta-
gram), @GatesvilleB (X).

  GHS Boys Basketball: Gates-
ville Hornet Boys Basketball 
(Facebook), Gatesville_hoops 
(Instagram), @Gatesville-
Hoops (X).

   GHS Football: Gatesville 
Fightin’ Hornet Football 
(Facebook), Gatesville_foot-
ball (Instagram), @Fightin-
HornetFB (X).

   GISD Speed & Strength: @
GHSstrong (X).

   GHS Softball: Fighting Hor-
net Softball (Facebook), @
GatesvilleSB (X).

    GHS Tennis: Gatesville 
High School Tennis Team 
(Facebook).

   GHS Track and Cross Coun-
try: @1day2flat (Facebook), 
@GatesvilleX (X).

    GHS Volleyball: Gatesville 
Volleyball (Facebook), Gates-
ville_volleyball(Instagram).

    GJHS Boys Athletics: @
Gatesvillejh (X).

UPCOMING SCHEDULE
Monday, Sept. 9
Volleyball: 7th-8th at Rob-

inson

Tuesday, Sept. 10
Volleyball: Varsity-JV-9th 

at Lampasas

Thursday, Sept. 12
Cross Country: GHS Bill 

Bradley Invitational
Cross Country: GJHS Bill 

Bradley Invitational
Football: 9th-JV vs. Mexia
Football: JV White vs. Mar-

ble Falls
Football: 7th-8th at Mexia
Tennis: Varsity at Glen 

Rose, JV at Glen Rose
Volleyball: JV-9th in West 

tournament

Friday, Sept. 13
Football: Varsity at Mexia
Volleyball: Varsity-JV-9th 

at Waco High

Saturday, Sept. 14
Volleyball: JV-9th in West 

tournament
Volleyball: GJHS hosts 7th-

8th A-B tournament

HORNET FIGHT 
NEVER DIES!

Follow us: Gatesville Hor-
net Athletics on Facebook, @
FightinHornets on X, www.
gatesvilleathletics.com
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RICKEY PHILLIPS
GISD Athletic Director

Editors note: Rickey Phillips is the Athletic Director for Gatesville Independent School District. He was the volleyball head coach from 2001-2019, became interim athletic director in 2019, and 
assumed the athletic director’s position full-time in spring 2020. He is a native of Gatesville and a 1980 graduate of Gatesville High School. His wife, Charlotte and their three daughters, Caitlin, 
Kelsey, and Janey are all educators as well. Rickey will be writing a weekly column reporting on Gatesville ISD sports.

BY JOHN ENGLISH
Contributing Writer

Jonesboro Rolls Against 
Abilene Christian

The Jonesboro football 
team opened the season in 
style last week, defeating 
Abilene Christian by a score 
of 60-13.

Coach Eddie Gallegos said 
that he was pleased with the 
effort against the Panthers 
but said he still sees room 
for improvement.

“It was a typical week one 
game,” Gallegos said. “We 
had some things that we 
needed to clean up, but we 
played hard and were physi-
cal.”

Gallegos said he did have a 
couple of standout perfor-
mances in the game on the 
defensive side of the ball.

“Truett and Pate Foote 
created a ton of pressure 
on their quarterback and al-
lowed the defense to pitch a 
shutout,” Gallegos said.

Jonesboro will play at 6 

p.m. on Sept. 6, at West-
brook.

Oglesby Loses Season Open-
er to Abbott

The Tigers football team 
came up short against Ab-
bott on Friday night, losing 
to the Panthers by a score of 
68-40.

Abbott entered the game 
as the No. 2 ranked 1A/Six-
Man Division I team in the 
state and coach Jeb Dixon 
said that the Panthers pro-
vided his team with some 
top-level competition that 
would serve an important 
purpose in the Tigers’ quest 
for state.

“Abbott is a very good 
team,” Dixon said. “We had 
some good and bad mo-
ments. We have them on the 
schedule because we knew 
they would expose some 
things we need to fix. Our 
kids played hard.”

Kyler Fossett was 26-242 
with three rushing touch-
downs in the game, and 

Alex Castillo had a receiving 
touchdown for the Tigers.

Oglesby will play at 7 p.m. 
on Sept. 6, at May.

Lady Eagles Split With Cham-
pion, Place Second at Zephyr 
Tourney

The Jonesboro volleyball 
team defeated Bluff Dale 
on Thursday in the Zephyr 
Tournament but lost to them 
in the championship game of 
the tournament to finish sec-
ond overall.

Coach Tori Smith said her 
team’s performance in the 
win over Bluff Dales was a bit 
of a mixed bag.

“We had some communica-
tion issues and bad passes 
that got us down, but overall, 
a good match up when they 
are making some good judg-
ment calls and helping each 
other out to cover the short 
serves,” Smith said. “We have 
some things to work on be-
fore district, but we will be 
ready.”

Smith said she had a cou-

ple of strong performances.
“Julie Henderson has some 

great hits and dominated at 
the serve line,” Smith said. 
“Both setters Kyleigh Walker 
and Ella Gustin stepped up 
when we had to make those 
adjustments.”

The Lady Eagles beat San-
to, Rochelle, and Bluff Dale 
in the tournament.

Gatesville Has Strong Show-
ing in Athens

The Gatesville volleyball 
team went 4-1 in the Athens 
tournament this past week-
end.

Coach Janey Weber said 
that she was pleased with 
the showing at the tourna-
ment but said she was even 
more happy at the fact that 
she is able to continue to 
evaluate depth and talent.

“We were able to play some 
different teams that we 
normally don’t see,” Weber 
said. “Tournament season 
is nice, since you are get-
ting so many game reps in, 

but you also get to see what 
your team is doing well and 
what we need to work on. We 
are ready to get back in the 
groove of practices and con-
tinue to work hard. District 
is only a few weeks away.”

Hornets Place Fifth at Brown-
wood Invitational

The Gatesville boys cross 
country team finished fifth 
at the Brownwood Invitation-
al last week in a field of 26 
schools.

Three Hornets runners 
finished in the top 15 at the 
race.

Jastin Muegge was 12th 
overall with a time of 
17:37.14, while Jack Arm-
strong finished 14th with a 
time of 17:38.91, and Mala-
chi Olvera was 15th with a 
time of 17:42.04.

On the girl’s side, Vania 
Martinez was the top runner 
for Gatesville with a time of 
13:20.62 in the 3200 Meter 
run.

Lady Elks Reach Champion-
ship Bracket

The Evant Elks reached the 
championship bracket of 
the Zephyr Tournament this 
past weekend with 2-0 victo-
ries over Rochelle, Lometa, 
and Olfen.

Evant finished third overall 
in the competition.

Standout performances 
over the three-victory streak 
include the following:

Harley Weeks - 12 points, 
5 aces, 7 kills, 36 assists, 6 
digs

Jolyce Acosta - 18 points, 7 
aces, 3 kills, 6 digs

Molly Waldrum - 16 points, 
7 aces, 22 kills, 8 digs, 1 
block

Bree Ramirez - 23 points, 
11 aces, 8 kills, 6 assists, 11 
digs

Luwi Rodriguez - 17 
points, 5 kills, 7 digs

Izzy Gandy - 19 points, 6 
aces, 9 kills, 1 assist, 13 digs

Daritza Escamilla - 4 
points, 2 aces, 1 dig

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
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Come meet your new 
best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 
need a family to love them back.

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

 
Andrew Day, M.D., F.A.C.C.
will be seeing patients every month 

at the

Coryell Specialty Clinic

www.WacoCardiology.com

If you feel that you may need a cardiovascular evaluation, please 
contact your primary care physician about referring you for an 

appointment with Waco Cardiology Associates • (254) 399-5400.

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2024

On the first play of the 
second half, he ran past, 
over, and through the Tay-
lor defense for a 60-yard 
touchdown to give Gates-
ville a 14-7 lead. After the 
Ducks fumbled the kickoff, 
Smith scored again – this 
time from 3-yards out to 
push the lead to 21-7. 

On the ensuing kickoff, 
Grady Keeton recovered a 
surprise onside kick. Then 
Smith scored three plays 
later to give Gatesville a 
28-7 lead. 

The 255-yard effort 
against Taylor was the 
fourth 200-yard rushing 
game of Smith’s career and 
his second-highest single 
game total. He ran for 262 
yards as a sophomore in a 
win over Godley. He now 
has 3,030 rushing yards in 
24 career varsity games. 

“He was as advertised,” 
said Hunter. “He’s just a 
different kid. He’s typi-
cally very to-himself but 
he wasn’t on Friday night. 
He was even getting water 
for our defensive guys late 
in the game. And so for 
him to get those accolades 
and for him to have those 
moments, he’s definitely 
earned them.”

Smith’s partner in pain on 
Friday night was Saunders. 
The bruising fullback ran 
for 44 yards and two touch-
downs and also caught two 
passes for 50 yards. On his 
first reception, he leapt over 
a Taylor defender for ex-
tra yardage. On his second 
catch, he lowered his shoul-
der and separated a Taylor 
defender from their helmet.

“He’s blue collar. He’s 
just a tough, hard-nosed 
kid. He’s a hard-working 
kid, and you can coach him 
hard,” said Hunter. 

Taylor cut the Gatesville 
lead to 28-21 and had the 
ball in the fourth when ju-
nior Clark Allman hauled in 
Gatesville’s fourth inter-
ception of the night and 
returned it to the Tay-
lor 8-yard line. Saunders 
punched in his first touch-
down four plays later for a 
35-21 lead.

Taylor responded with a 
53-yard touchdown strike 
to cut the lead to 35-27 but 
Gatesville scored again on 
their ensuring drive. Smith 
ran for 22 yards on the 
first play of the drive. Then 
Saunders capped it with a 
22-yard scoring run. 

Taylor’s last-ditch effort 
was thwarted when line-
backer Zavier Clater forced 
a fumble that was recovered 
by Logan Morgan. 

Clater, Morgan, Phillips, 
Dutch Nielsen, and Kaden 
Coffman are all returners 
on defense and helped hold 
the Ducks to 34 yards rush-
ing and only 14 offensive 
points. 

Morgan had the best night 
of his career with 11 tack-
les, a fumble recovery, and 
an interception of his own. 
Clater had ten tackles, in-
cluding two for a loss and a 
sack. Nielsen and Coffman 
each had a tackle for a loss.

Saunders led the team in 
receiving with 50 yards on 
two catches, while Erwin (35 
yards), Phillips (21 yards), 
and Smith (15 yards) each 
had catches. 

Gatesville played No. 2 
ranked Glen Rose in their 
home opener on Sept. 6. 
They will travel to Mexia on 
Sept. 13 before returning 
home to host McGregor for 
Homecoming on Sept. 20. 

HORNETS
FROM PAGE B1

mas program, and Field 
Day,” Oglesby ISD Principal 
Casey Melton said.

“Of course, we jumped on 
the idea of having extra sup-
port on campus and loved 
that we could offer opportu-
nities to continue building 
our community outreach 
and involvement,” she said.

The rest became his-
tory, as Ogelsby ISD began 
to have a unit on campus 
throughout the year for var-
ious events and activities.

“The unit, as well as our 
campus, enjoyed the re-
lationship and support of 
having military personnel 
on campus so much that 
we inquired about mak-
ing it official and becoming 
an Adopt a Unit school,” 

Melton said. “With all the 
needed approvals, we were 
able to make that happen, 
and here we are this year 
kicking it off with our new 
unit and official signage.”

She mentioned that this is 
an opportunity for Oglesby 
ISD to partner with Fort 
Cavazos to receive military 
contributions such as re-
sources and services to sup-
port the intellectual, emo-
tional, social, and physical 
growth of children in this 
area.

“The intent is grounded 
in the conviction that a suc-
cessful public education 
system is directly related 
to a dedicated and support-
ive family and community,” 
she said. “We believe that 

parental and community 
involvement is essential for 
the maximum educational 
development of a child.”

The program provides 
military resources and ser-
vices to help schools nur-
ture the intellectual, emo-
tional, social, and physical 
growth of children. Stu-
dents can benefit from the 
connection they form with 
the soldiers who visit the 
school.

Melton expressed that 
there are numerous ways 
the AAS program will pro-
vide resources and services.

“We are still working 
with our unit to plan and 
increase involvement this 
school year, but we know 
our big events will include 

interactions at our Veteran’s 
Day program, support at 
our Elementary Christmas 
program, and engagement 
at our end of year field day 
event,” she said.

A few of the future part-
nership activities may in-
clude the military serving 
as guest readers, judging 
school-wide events, assist-
ing the school counselor, 
participation in Red Rib-
bon Week, and many other 
school activities related to 
mentors, tutors, and role 
models.

“The school can serve by 
inviting personnel from Fort 
Cavazos to participate or 
attend award ceremonies, 
recognize the partnership 
with thank you notes, and 

overall contribute many of 
our resources to developing 
a solid and friendly partner-
ship,” Melton said.

“The unit has been very 
supportive in attending 
school events this year as 
extra eyes and ears on our 
first day of school and being 
present at home sporting 
events,” she said.

“Our students benefit 
from the relationship it es-
tablishes with us and our 
neighboring military part-
ner,” she said. “Students 
get exposure to community 
involvement, positive in-
teraction with the military 
service members and op-
portunities to be mentored 
with positive adult relation-
ships.” 

ADOPT
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threw for two PAT’s and 
kicked one for a total of 
four points. 

Defensively for Tigers, 
Number seven, Alex Cas-

tillo, led defense with nine 
tackles. Number one, Kyler 
Fossett, had 8 tackles. Num-
ber four, Holdyn Goff, had 
six tackles. Number 20, Jack 

Hendricks, had five tackles. 
Number 10, Kayson Camp-
bell, had three tackles and 
one fumble recovery in the 
end zone for a touchdown. 

Number eight, Jakson Tip-
pit, had one tackle. Number 
14, Aiden Oxford, had one 
tackle. 

The Tigers re-grouped 

and traveled to May to take 
on the May Tigers on Friday, 
Sept. 6.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE B1

Press Release 

(GATESVILLE, TX – Au-
gust 29, 2024) Coryell 
Health Orthopedics is 
pleased to begin offering 
a special Saturday Sports 
Injury Clinic starting 
Saturday, Aug. 31 through 
Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. 

The Saturday Clinic will 
address any injuries sus-
tained during Friday night 
sports activities. Coryell 
Health understands inju-
ries can be an unfortunate 
part of athletics, and our 
goal is to provide prompt 
and professional care to 
ensure our local students’ 
health and safety. 

The Coryell Health Sat-
urday Sports Injury Clinic 

practitioners are Dr. Jacob 
Battle, Orthopedic Surgeon; 
Dr. Lance Ellis, Orthopedic 
Surgeon; and Kristin Hill, 
APRN FNP-C RNFA.

Details of the Saturday 
Sports Injury Clinic:

• Date: Every Saturday 
following Friday night 
sports events

• Time: 10 a.m. – noon 
If a student-athlete can-

not come to the Sports 
Injury Clinic during the 
scheduled hours, please 
contact us directly to 
schedule an appointment. 
We will do our best to ac-
commodate their needs. 

• Location: 227 Memo-
rial Drive, Clinic Bldg. 2, 
Gatesville, TX 76528

• Services offered: Evalu-
ation, treatment, and man-
agement of sports injuries.

“Providing specialized 
orthopedic care post injury 
for student athletes will 
provide convenience and 
peace of mind to our local 
athletic communities. We 
have already been in touch 
with local ISD trainers, but 
we also anticipate word of 
mouth to spread as par-
ents learn about the quick 
access care for injuries 
such as sprains, strains, 
fractures, and concussions. 
By offering this service on 
Saturdays, we aim to re-
duce the need for emergen-
cy room visits and ensure 
that local athletes receive 
the best care possible in a 

timely manner,” said Dr. 
Jacob Battle, board-certi-
fied orthopedic and sport 
medicine specialist. 

“Once the patients are 
accessed, they will be 
treated right there at the 
Saturday clinic or sched-
uled for advanced diag-
nostic testing, such as MRI 
or CT scan, and receive 
rapid appointments for 
specialty care referrals, if 
necessary,” said Kristin 
Hill, APRN FNP-C RNFA, 
orthopedic specialist. 

What to bring:
• Insurance information 

and/or school insurance 
information

• List of current medica-
tions

• Consent to treat (if 
without legal guardian)

Appointments are not 
necessary, as we will see 
patients on a first-come, 
first-served basis. How-
ever, if parents would like 
to schedule an appoint-
ment on a different date 
for their child, please feel 
free to contact us at (254) 
865-2166. 

Coryell Health is dedicat-
ed to providing the highest 
quality equipment and care 
with the most up-to-date 
education available to help 
young athletes return to 
their previous level of ac-
tivity as quickly and safely 
as possible.

Coryell Health opens Saturday sports injury 
clinic for student athletes  
Coryell Health Orthopedic Team available on Saturday mornings to treat sports injuries

COURTESY PHOTOS

Coryell Health’s Kristin Hill, APRN FNP-C RNFA, Orthopedic Specialist and Dr. Jacob Battle, Orthopedic Surgeon will be available on Saturdays to help treat the sports inju-
ries of student athletes.
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Tarleton State University Cross Country opens 
season with two 2nd place team finishes

Texan Soccer notches second victory of the 
weekend against Texas A&M-Commerce

Tarleton State Volleyball falls in final day of Lion Invitational

Tarleton State University

The match lasted over 
four hours, after a lengthy 
pair of weather delays

COMMERCE – Tarleton 
State Soccer notched its 
second-straight victory with 
a 1-0 victory against Texas 
A&M-Commerce Sunday, 
Sept. 1 at the Lions Soccer 
Field.

The Texans (3-1-3)  earned 
their second victory in three 
days, handing the Lions (1-
3-1) their first home loss 
of the season. A two-hour 
weather delay caused a four 
hour game from start to fin-
ish, the longest this season 
for either team.

Stevie Reynolds record-
ed her second goal in as 
many games to increase her 
Texan total to two as well. 
Adelaide Wyrzynski was ac-
tive taking three shots with 

a pair landing on goal.
Goalkeeper Mikayla 

Kendall had to earn all six 
of her saves for her second 
solo shutout and fourth 
total shutout of the sea-
son. Kendall thwarted many 
Lions’ chances along with 
her defense keeping the 
Lions scoreless throughout 
the 90 minutes.

The game started at 7 p.m. 
and lasted 10 minutes and 
12 seconds before play was 
halted due to lightning in 
the area. After a 42-minute 
delay, the weather cleared 
and teams started to warm 
up to resume play. Split sec-
onds before the match was 
set to restart, lightning was 
in the area again and play 
was delayed for a second 
time. After a total delay of 
two hours, play resumed 
just past 9:15 p.m. local 
time.

Neither team was able to 
push anything across in the 
first half. The Lions out-
shot the Texans, 10-2 with 
a 4-1 advantage on goal. 
Wyrzynski had the best 
Texan chance of the first 
half in the final five min-
utes. A diving Lions keeper 
kept the game deadlocked 
at zero.

The Texans struck first 
less than two minutes into 
the second half. Reynolds 
found a loose ball that 
sneaked away from the 
goalie out in front of the 
goal and deposited it in the 
back of the net for her sec-
ond goal of the season.

Less than 15 minutes 
later, the Lions had their 
best scoring chance of the 
match at that point, when a 
Lion attacker fired a point-
blank shot at Kendall at the 
corner of the post. Kendall 

deflected it out preserving 
the Texans 1-0 lead.

The Lions nearly tied the 

game in the final minute. 
The Commerce attacker 
hit the far-left post and it 

bounced away, the final 
Lion attempt at breaking 
the tie.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Tarleton State Football’s 2024 schedule has been altered, with four changes announced June 10 to the 
previously announced campaign.

Tarleton State University

FORT WORTH – Tarleton 
State Cross Country start-
ed off its 2024 campaign 
with a pair of second-
place team finishes and 
nine runners in the top 
20 at the John McKenzie 
Invitational at the TCU/ AP 
Ranch Championship Cross 
Country Course.

A year after both teams 
earned fifth place finish-

es at the John McKenzie 
Invitational, the Texans im-
proved to place both teams 
in the top two. Tarleton 
notched the best finishes of 
both men and women among 
WAC teams participating.

“It was a great day for our 
program,” said Tarleton 
State track and field and 
cross country head coach 
Bobby Carter. “Both the 
men’s and women’s teams 
taking second is a great step 

improving from last year to 
this year. We want to be at 
the top of the conference, 
and we can build from here 
to reach our goal.”

Standout performances 
led the Texan programs to 
its best finish at the John 
McKenzie Invitational. The 
duo of Morgan Lamberson 
and Sage Lancaster head-
lined the five Texan women 
who placed in the top 20. 
The duo finished fourth 

and seventh, respectively. 
The men’s pack, led by Jace 
Poole’s 10th place finish, 
placed four men in the top 
15.

“I really appreciate ev-
eryone’s effort this sum-
mer and into the fall and it 
showed today,” said distance 
coach Christopher Zent. “I 
liked that the guys ran as a 
pack and moved together 
and moved past conference 
competition. The women’s 
team moved up after a good 
start and they were aggres-
sive and competitive. They 
looked a lot stronger than 
previous years and I am very 
excited to see what they can 
do moving forward.”

WOMEN’S
The women’s 5K kicked 

off the competition with 
the starting gun at 7:45 a.m. 
After the first kilometer, the 
Texan duo of Lamberson 
and Lancaster found them-
selves in the front with 
Kailey Sykora and Georgina 
Balderas right behind them. 
In total, five Texans landed 
in the top 20, with a pair 
in the top 10. Last year 
Lancaster was the top fin-
isher in 17th.

Lamberson fought hard 
for a fourth-place finish 

followed behind closely by 
Lancaster who crossed sev-
enth. Lamberson clocked 
in at 18:40.68 a year after 
missing the cross country 
regular season and miss-
ing last year’s opener at 
TCU. Lancaster was just 10 
seconds back finishing in 
18:50.69. Sykora crossed in 
11th at 19:05.09. Georgina 
Balderas and Ella Smart 
rounded out the Texan 
five scoring runners finish-
ing in 18th and 19th place, 
respectively.

TCU earned the women’s 
team title with four run-
ners finishing in the top six 
overall. TCU’s 24 points led 
the pack, with Tarleton’s 55 
earning the Texans second 
place. TCU’s duo of Tabitha 
Ngao and McKenzie Bailey 
earned the top two individ-
ual finishes in 17:47.95 and 
17:58.32, respectively.

MEN’S
The men’s 5K started 

shortly after the conclusion 
of the women’s top finish-
ers. The Texans traveled 
in a pack with the group 
of seniors Angel Gomez 
and Angel Contreras and 
newcomers Poole and Toby 
Eaton taking the lead. The 
quad each recorded top 15 

finishes.
Poole led the group of four 

that finished consecutively 
from 10th to 13th place. 
Poole led the pack finish-
ing in 15:18.26. Gomez was 
not far behind finishing in 
15:21.67 for 11th place. 
Freshman Toby Eaton was 
the third Texan to finish, 
trailing just behind Gomez at 
15:22.99. Contreras rounded 
out the pack claiming 13th 
in 15:24.27. Diego Flores 
was the last Texan scor-
ing runner notching 25th in 
15:50.46.

Once again, TCU grabbed 
the team title boosting a 
perfect score of 15 with 
a first through fifth place 
sweep. The Texans regis-
tered as the second finishing 
team with 66 points. TCU’s 
Graydon Morris took the in-
dividual crown with a time of 
14:48.31. Three TCU runners 
eclipsed the 15-minute mark 
with a pair just a second over 
to round out the top five.

Tarleton will be back in ac-
tion in two weeks, heading to 
the Texas A&M Invitational 
Friday, Sept. 13. The race 
will mark the first of three 
times this season the Texans 
will head to Bryan-College 
Station to compete at the 
Watts Cross Country Course.
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Tarleton State Football’s 2024 schedule has been altered, with four changes announced June 10 to the 
previously announced campaign.

Tarleton State University 

COMMERCE – The 
Tarleton State volleyball 
program dropped the finale 
of the Lion Invitational in 
four sets (23-25, 20-25, 25-
15, 18-25) to the host, Texas 
A&M-Commerce Saturday, 
Aug. 31 at The Field House.

After their first tourna-
ment of the season, the 
Texans end the weekend 
0-3. Texas A&M-Commerce 
finishes the weekend 2-1. 
Arkansas-Little Rock was 
the Lion Invitational cham-
pion with a perfect 3-0 slate.

Allison Bryant led or tied 
for the Texan lead in kills 
in each of the three games 
this weekend. Throughout 
the three games she com-
bined for 41 kills, 15 digs, 
two blocks and an ace. On 

Saturday against the Lions 
she tied for the team-lead 
in kills with Madison Frank 
each totaling 14.

Megan Hodges, a night 
after setting a new career 
high in assists, posted 35. 
Addison Goss led the way 
with 23 digs, followed by 
Emma Halcomb with 19. 
Stéphanie Sarmezan made 
her first start of the season 
and notched four blocks.

The first set was the defi-
nition of back-and-forth fea-
turing 14 ties and eight lead 
changes. Neither team led 
by more than three at any 
time during the set and that 
was a rare occasion. Bryant 
led the attack for the Texans 
notching six kills during 
the first frame. The Texans 
forced ties on multiple 

points, but were unable to 
break through for the lead 
until a block by Burke and 
Hodges gave the Texans 
a 6-5 advantage. Tarleton 
dropped behind but was 
able to regain the lead 16-15 
on a kill by Tatum Busch. 
Ultimately the Lions used a 
3-0 run to take a 23-20 lead, 
which the Texans were un-
able to surmount, falling 25-
23 in the opening stanza.

The second frame started 
out the same with neither 
team taking more than a 
three-point advantage un-
til Commerce took a 22-18 
lead. The set featured nine 
ties and four lead changes. 
Tarleton used a 4-1 run to 
take its biggest lead of the 
match, 12-9. The Lions re-
sponded to tie the frame at 

15 all. Back-to-back points 
gave the Texans their final 
lead of the stanza, 17-15. 
The Lions claimed seven of 
the final nine points of the 
frame to take the second 
set, 25-20.

The Texans broke through 
on the third stanza with 
a statement. After start-
ing the frame even at four, 
Tarleton exploded with a 
12-2 run to distance them-
selves with the Lions, 16-6. 
During the run, Busch tal-
lied three aces in a mini 7-0 
run. Tehana Mo’o added a 
pair of kills during the run 
as well. The Lions shortened 
the Texan lead to seven, but 
four consecutive points put 
the frame out of reach for 
A&M-Commerce. Tarleton 
notched its second set vic-

tory of the season, 25-15.
The Lions responded in 

the fourth set taking con-
trol with only two ties and 
one lead change. The two 
teams swapped points with 
the game tied at two. The 
Lions broke the game open 
with a 6-1 run to lead, 9-3. 
The Purple and White was 
unable to shrink the deficit 
as the Lions used 6-2 run 
to grow their lead to 16-8. 
Tarleton fought back late 
ending the game on a 5-2 
run, but ultimately falling 
in the fourth and final set, 
25-18.

The Texans led many sta-
tistical categories over the 
Lions. The Purple and White 
led in kills (55-50), assists 
(51-44) and service aces 
(7-6).

Tarleton will head to St. 
Paul, Minnesota next week 
for the Tommie Invitational 
Tournament. The Texans 
will take on host, St. 
Thomas, Northern Illinois 
and Valparaiso in the three-
day tournament running 
from Thursday to Sunday at 
the Schoenecker Arena.
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Contributing Writer

The Oglesby JV Red 
team opened the 2024 
football season with a 
30-7 convincing win over 
Division 1 Abbott JV 
Panthers on Aug. 29, in 
Abbott. The young Tigers 
took control of the game 
early and never looked 
back. 

The Tiger offense’s 
leading rusher for the 
night was number seven, 
Callen Webb, who had 18 
carries for 237 total yards, 
scored all of the Tiger 
touchdowns, and the 
longest 40-yard scamper 

to the end zone. Number 
32, Kegan Redford, car-
ried the ball seven times 
for 21 yards. Number 10, 
Camden Webb, completed 
one pass for four yards 
to number nine, Blayze 
Fisher.

Defensively for the 
Tigers, Camden Webb led 
the defense with five solo 
tackles, three assists, two 
fumble recoveries, and 
one interception. 

 Number nine, Blayze 
Fisher, was deep in mix 
with three solo tackles 
and seven assists for a 
total of 10 tackles and one 

fumble recovery. Number 
four, Jayce Aaron, had 
four solos and four assists 
for total of eight tackles. 
Number seven, Callen 
Webb, had four solos and 
three assists for total of 
seven tackles. Number 32, 
Kegan Redford, had two 
solos and two assists for 
four tackles. Number 41, 
Couper Wulfkhule, had 
one solo tackle. 

The JV Red Team played 
the May Tigers in Evant 
on Thursday, Sept. 5 at 6 
p.m.

BY TOM NORRELL
Contributing Writer

The Oglesby Tiger JV 
White team pulled off a 
hard-fought win on Thurs-
day, Aug. 29, by defeat-
ing the Division 1 Avalon 
Eagles 14-12 at Gholson to 
open up the season.

The leading rusher for 
the Tigers was Number 
32, Treyton Linder, who 
had eight carries for 110 
total yards, including 
a 44-yard touchdown 
scamper to the end zone. 
Number seven, Paydon 
Garrett, had two carries 
for four yards. Number 
four, Gunner Riley, had 

two carries for nine yards 
and one PAT. Number 
one, Jacob Taylor, had 
one carry for two yards 
and one PAT. Number 10, 
Tucker Melton, threw one 
pass for a 15-yard touch-
down strike to number 
four, Gunner Riley. 

Defensively for the JV 
White team, number 32, 
Trenton Linder, led the 
defense with four solo 
tackles, one assist for five 
tackles, one interception, 
and one blocked punt. 
Number one, Jacob Taylor, 
had one solo, four assists 
for five tackles, and one 

fumble recovery. Num-
ber four, Gunner Riley, 
had two solos and three 
assists for five Tackles. 
Number 82, Rolando Gon-
zales, had two solos and 
four assists for six tack-
les. Number 10, Tucker 
Melton, had one solo 
tackle. Number 41, Aiden 
Aviles, had one assist. 

The Oglesby JV White 
Team played the Coving-
ton Owls in Covington 
on Thursday, Sept. 5 at 6 
p.m.

OHS Red JV football takes 
on Abbott Panthers

OHS JV White team football 
defeats Avalon, 14-12

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville Elementary School students (from left to right) Magnolia Streetman, Landon Deax, and 
Adalynn Gregory recently worked on setting one-word goals for the school year in Mrs. Smith’s and 
Mrs. Tobias’s class. Students were able to write how they plan to meet their goal and made bracelets 
with their one-word goal.

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Country 
Club will host a Gatesville 
Homecoming Scramble on 
Saturday, Sept. 21, at 10 
a.m.

The scramble will cost 
$75 for each golfer or 

$300 per team. There 
will be hole in one prizes, 
raffle items, and a silent 
auction.

Lunch will be served fol-
lowing the event.

All proceeds from the 
scramble will benefit 
local non-profit organiza-

tion Charlie’s Wags and 
Whiskers.

For further details, con-
tact the Gatesville Country 
Club at 254-865-6917.

The Gatesville Country 
Club is located at 1308 
Golf Course Road.

Submitted Item

The Gatesville High 
School classes of 1974 
and 1984 will host their 
50th and 40th class 
reunions at Texas Station 
Event Center on Saturday, 
Sept. 21, beginning at 5 
p.m.

There will be a catered 
meal served at 6:30 p.m., 
with live music to start at 
7:30 p.m.

Additional informa-
tion about Homecoming 
Weekend can be found on 
the respective Facebook 
pages for each class or 
the Gatesville ISD website. 

The announcement may 
be updated as further 
details are obtained prior 
to the event.

Texas Station Event 
Center is located at 305 
Old Fort Gates Road in 
Gatesville.

Staff Reports

With Grandparent’s Day 
just around the corner, 
Evant Independent School 
District has decided to 
host a Grandparent’s Day 
lunch on Tuesday, Sept. 
10 for its elementary 
students.

Evant ISD announced 

that they want the event 
to be special for their 
elementary kids, therefore 
sixth through 12th grade 
students will not be re-
leased from their classes 
during that time.

Lunch times will be pre-
kindergarten and kinder-
garten at 10:45 a.m., first 
and second grade at 11:10 

a.m., and third through 
fifth grade at 11:30 a.m. 
It will cost five dollars per 
adult and two dollars for 
children under four years 
of age.

For further information, 
contact Evant ISD at 254-
471-5536.

Evant ISD is located at 
339 North Memory Lane.

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH 
Staff Writer

National Grandparents 
Day is a special day desig-
nated to honor the grand-
parents in our lives. The an-
nual observance day is held 
on the first Sunday after La-
bor Day in the United States 
and recognizes the wisdom, 
guidance, and support that 
grandparents provide to 
their grandchildren.

National Grandparent’s 
Day will be observed on 
Sunday, Sept. 8

The day was first brought 
to light in the early 1970’s 
by Marian McQuade, a 
housewife from West Vir-
ginia. McQuade wanted to 
establish a day that would 
acknowledge the important 
role that grandparents play 
in families and society to 
encourage intergenerational 
bonding.

Her efforts to establish 
the holiday were success-
ful, and in 1978, President 
Jimmy Carter signed a proc-

lamation officially recogniz-
ing National Grandparents 
Day.

Since then, grandparents 
are now celebrated annually 
with various activities and 
events that give grandchil-
dren an opportunity to 
show appreciation for their 
grandparents. From home-
made cards and gifts to 
special outings and family 
gatherings, the day pro-
vides a chance to express 
gratitude and affection for 

the elder members of the 
family.

Grandparents hold a 
special place in the lives 
of many individuals, often 
serving as mentors and 
confidants. They pass down 
family traditions, are pillars 
of support, and offer guid-
ance based off their life ex-
perience. Their presence in 
the lives of their grandchil-
dren can have a profound 
impact, shaping values, 
instilling wisdom, and cre-

ating lasting memories.
In addition to the emo-

tional support that grand-
parents provide, they also 
play a plethora of roles 
in families, whether that 
may be offering childcare, 
assistance with household 
tasks, or a sense of stabil-
ity. Their presence can 
help bridge the generation 
gap and strengthen family 
bonds, fostering a sense of 
belonging and unity across 
different age groups.

As society continues to 
evolve, the role of grand-
parents remains crucial in 
providing a sense of con-
tinuity, grounding, and fa-
milial connection. National 
Grandparents Day serves as 
a reminder to cherish and 
appreciate these important 
figures in our lives and to 
recognize the contributions 
they make to our families 
and communities.

STUDENT GOALSGatesville Country Club to host 
homecoming scramble Sept. 21

GHS 50 and 40 year class 
reunions to be held Sept. 21

Evant ISD to host Grandparent’s 
Day lunch with students Sept. 10

National Grandparent’s Day to be celebrated Sept. 8
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BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

In her obituary, Lizzie 
Lockard was described as a 
“gray-haired lady who had 
greeted thousands of boys 
and girls on that momen-
tous day when they first 
started school.” 

Lockard, a native of 
Alabama, would begin her 
teaching career, which 
would span more than 
half a century, beginning 
in Caldwell County, Texas 
in 1888. She began teach-
ing in Gatesville in 1889, 
then returned to Caldwell 
County, but, eventually, 
returned to Gatesville to 
teach in 1902 where she 
remained as a primary 
school teacher for the next 
40 years, retiring in 1941.

In addition to her teach-
ing duties, she was the pri-
mary advisor of the Gates-
ville school from 1913 
through 1932. She was also 
the guardian of the local 
Campfire Girls from 1914 
to 1925, and shortly after-
ward organized the first 
Coryell County Girl Scouts 
troop.

Over the years, Lockard 
can be credited with inspir-
ing a few students who 
went on to do great things. 
According to a 2014 article 

about her life that ap-
peared in the Coryell Kin 
publication, “She had many 
students who became suc-
cessful businessmen and 
professionals. Among her 
students were Truman Big-
ham, economics professor 
at the University of Florida; 
W.L. Ayres, professor at 
the University of Michigan; 
Lytle Powell, a concert 
pianist; Murray Kendrick, 
a voice teacher at Texas 
State College for Women; 
Dr. Newton Mayo, super-
intendent of a hospital in 
Brownwood; Dr. O.K. Mayo, 
the owner of several Texas 
dental offices; Mayo Holt, 
the winner of a Pulitzer 
scholarship; and Jack Re-
esing, the Outstanding Stu-
dent at Baylor University 
from 1940-41 and recipient 
of a Tulane scholarship.”

Her summers were spent 
travelling and studying – 
always wishing to expand 
her own education and 
knowledge. Among the 
universities she attended 
to gain additional training 
were the University of Chi-
cago, Columbia University, 
and the University of Tex-
as. Additionally, she took 
many specially conducted 
tours to points of interest 

and historical sites across 
the United States, includ-
ing New York City, Boston, 
and Virginia. She would 
always return from these 
trips with new knowledge 
to share with her students 
in Gatesville.

Upon her retirement, it 
was written that she had 
been an educator in Gates-
ville for 40 years and that 
her teaching career had 
spanned 53 years. In the 
years following her retire-
ment, Lockard would al-
ways enjoy it when former 
students would drop by for 
a visit at her home on Leon 
Street. Students would 
often recall her teaching as 
a great inspiration.

Lockard died in 1951 at 
the age of 82. She was bur-
ied at Restland Cemetery 
in her adopted hometown 
of Gatesville.

Five years following 
her death, in 1956, the 
Gatesville High School 
future teachers selected 
the “Lizzie Lockard Future 
Teachers of America” as 
the name for their organi-
zation.

An early Coryell County educator of 50 years is remembered

PHOTO COURTESY OF CORYELL MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL CENTER

Miss Lizzie Lockard who taught school in Gatesville for 40 years.

Staff Reports

The Boys and Girls Club 
of Gatesville will host a 
“Day for Kids” on Satur-
day, Sept. 21 from 9 a.m.- 2 
p.m. and is open to the 
public. The event will fea-
ture music, activities, and 
vendors.

The event is held on the 
third Saturday of each year 
in September to encourage 
locals to get involved with 
activities that help kids 
develop and connect with 
their community.

Activities will include 

face painting, a bounce 
house, a popcorn ma-
chine, the teen center, the 
playground, and games 
in the main building. The 
Fire Department, EMS, and 
a handful of soldiers will 
attend the “Day for Kids” 
and will be parked in the 
Elementary School parking 
lot.

There will be plenty of 
vendors as well, such as 
Kendra Scott, The Pink 
Pearl, Gussied Up, Mochi 
Moon Waffles, Moonlit Cus-
toms, Riss’s Slappin Sips, 

and Bangin Bites.
The Boys and Girls Club 

is currently searching for 
sponsors, raffle items, and 
door prizes from local 
businesses.

This is a family event 
and is free with no ad-
mission; there will be no 
drop-offs.

The Boys and Girls Club 
is located at 2533 East 
Main Street.

For further details, 
contact the Boys and Girls 
Club at 254-865-8347.

Staff Reports

The Boys and Girls Club 
of Gatesville will host its 
20th anniversary alumni 
dinner and celebration on 
Sept. 21 from 6 - 9 p.m.

The dinner and cel-
ebration will include live 
entertainment, alumni 
speakers, auction items, 
and a homemade meal by 
Boys and Girls Club Direc-
tor Julie Hudson. The din-
ner will include chicken, 
green beans, mashed 

potatoes, salad, a roll, and 
chocolate cake.

The Boys and Girls 
Club is searching for 
table sponsors as well as 
alumni to speak at the 
dinner. If you are inter-
ested in speaking at the 
dinner or in having your 
photo and information 
displayed on a table, con-
tact the Boys & Girls Club 
at 254-865-8347 or visit 
www.bgca.org to register 
as an alumnus.

Hudson expressed, 

“I need the community 
to know how much we 
appreciate their support 
through the years.”

Only 150 tickets will 
be sold and will cost $25 
per person. Tickets can 
be purchased by visit-
ing the Boys and Girls 
Club, located at 2533 East 
Main Street, or online 
at https://bgcgatesville.
harnessgiving.org/
events/2082.

Staff Reports

The Gatesville High 
School cheer program will 
host a Lil’ Hornet Cheer 
Camp on Saturday, Oct. 12 
for kindergarten through 
sixth grade students look-
ing to strengthen their 

cheerleading skills.
The fall clinic will be 

from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and it will take place at 
Gatesville High School in 
the Sidney L. Pruitt Gymna-
sium, located at 205 South 
Lovers Lane.

Registration will be 

open from Monday, Sept. 
2 to Wednesday, Sept. 25. 
Contact Cheer Directors 
Amber Colson by email at 
acolson@gatesvilleisd.org 
or Cassie Perez by email at 
cperez@gatesvilleisd.org.

Staff Reports

The August meeting of 
the Central Texas Travel 
Club will be Thursday, 
Aug. 29, at Johnnys 
Steaks and Barbeque in 
Salado. They will begin 
gathering at 11 a.m. with 

the meeting beginning at 
11:30 a.m. The meeting is 
open to anyone interested 
in travel, with no dues 
or membership require-
ments.  

They will be discussing 
upcoming trips to San 
Antonio, Paris, Texas, 

Arkansas Train trip, and 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
for Christmas. For more 
information, contact us at 
centraltexastravelclub@
outlook.com, or on Face-
book.

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

The Senior Center en-
compasses many different 
programs, one of which is 
Meals on Wheels.

Meals on Wheels is a 
vital program that pro-
vides nutritious meals to 
homebound individuals 
who are unable to prepare 
or obtain meals for them-
selves.

This essential service not 
only ensures that recipi-
ents receive the nutrition 
they need to stay healthy 
and independent, but also 
provides them with social 
interaction and a sense of 
connection to their com-
munity.

Meals on Wheels is con-
ducted five days a week, 
Monday through Friday, 

and takes around 30 min-
utes to an hour to com-
plete, depending on the 
route taken. There are four 
different routes in Gates-
ville, and each Wednesday 
a route to Hamilton is 
taken.

Anywhere from 10 - 14 
clients are seen each day 
per route and around 250-
300 meals are prepared.

Senior Center Direc-
tor Pam Rudolph said, 
“Volunteering for Meals on 
Wheels is very important, 
because the purpose is to 
deliver meals to seniors 
who are shut in, cannot 
drive, or leave their home, 
as well as giving our cli-
ents a sense of purpose.”

Volunteer drivers play a 
crucial role in the success 

of Meals on Wheels by 
ensuring that meals are 
delivered to recipients in 
a timely and reliable man-
ner. These drivers not only 
deliver food, but also pro-
vide a friendly face and a 
moment of companionship 
for recipients who may be 
experiencing isolation and 
loneliness.

There is not a set 
schedule to volunteer, and 
drivers must provide their 
own vehicle.

For more information, 
contact Senior Center 
Director Pam Rudolph at 
254-865-8234.

The Gatesville Senior 
Center is located at 208 
North Lutterloh Ave. in 
Gatesville.

Boys & Girls Club presents 
Day for Kids Sept. 21

Lil’ Hornet Cheer Camp 
scheduled for Oct. 12

Meals on Wheels in need of 
volunteer delivery drivers

Central Texas Travel 
Club to meet Aug. 29

Boys & Girls Club alumni 
dinner & celebration to 
be held Sept. 21
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P
repare to be en-
chanted by the 
tiny wonders of 
the avian world 

as we celebrate National 
Hummingbird Day on 
September 7th! This special 
day is dedicated to honor-
ing these remarkable birds 
and appreciating their 
unique beauty and signifi-
cance in our ecosystems.

Hummingbirds are like 
living jewels, with their 
iridescent feathers and 
remarkable aerial maneu-
vers. Despite their small 
size, they are mighty fly-
ers, capable of hovering 
in mid-air, darting from 
flower to flower with light-
ning speed, and even flying 
backward!

One of the most fascinat-
ing aspects of humming-
birds is their incredible 
metabolism. These tiny 
birds have to eat almost 
constantly to fuel their 
high-energy lifestyles, 
consuming nectar from 
flowers as well as insects 
to meet their nutritional 
needs.

So, how can you celebrate 
National Hummingbird 
Day on September 7th? 
There are plenty of fun and 
educational activities you 
can do to learn more about 
these amazing creatures.

Consider setting up a 
hummingbird feeder in 
your backyard or com-
munity garden to attract 
these delightful birds. Fill 
it with a homemade nectar 
solution (a mixture of four 
parts water to one part 
sugar) and watch as hum-
mingbirds visit to feed, 
providing you with a front-
row seat to their aerial 
acrobatics.

You can also create a 
hummingbird-friendly 
garden by planting flowers 
and shrubs that attract 
hummingbirds, such as 
trumpet vine, bee balm, 
and salvia. Providing a di-
verse array of nectar-rich 
plants will not only attract 
hummingbirds but also 
support other pollinators 
in your area.

Another way to celebrate 
is by learning more about 
hummingbirds through 
books, documentaries, or 
online resources. Discover 
fascinating facts about 
their behavior, migration 
patterns, and conserva-
tion status, and share your 
newfound knowledge with 
friends and family.

And of course, no cel-
ebration of National 
Hummingbird Day would 
be complete without 
spending some time out-

doors, observing these re-
markable birds in their nat-
ural habitat. Grab a pair of 
binoculars, head to a local 
park or nature reserve, and 
see if you can spot hum-
mingbirds darting among 
the flowers.

So, let's come together on 
September 7th to celebrate 
National Hummingbird Day 
and give thanks for these 
incredible creatures that 
bring so much joy and won-
der to our world. Whether 
you're attracting them to 
your backyard, learning 
more about them, or sim-

ply marveling at their beau-
ty, there are countless ways 
to join in the celebration 
and show your apprecia-
tion for hummingbirds!

Remember, the most 
important thing is to en-
joy the magic of nature 
and take time to appreci-
ate the small wonders all 
around us. Happy National 
Hummingbird Day, every-
one! Let's make it a day to 
remember and celebrate 
these magnificent birds in 
style!

THESE SMART 
BIRDS CAN  

REMEMBER  
EVERY  
FLOWER AND  
FEEDER 

THEY'VE 
VISITED, AS WELL AS HOW 

LONG IT TAKES FOR A CERTAIN 
FLOWER TO REFILL

AVERAGING 
ABOUT 50 TIMES 
PER SECOND,  
HUMMERS REDEFINE 
THE LAWS OF FLIGHT. 
THEY HOVER OVER 
THEIR FOOD INSTEAD 
OF LANDING.

National

HummingbirdHummingbird
Day

Sep 7, 2024
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To sponsor the Coryell Kids pages, 
call Kaitlyn at 254-865-5212.

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

Dove hunting in Central 
Texas is a highly antici-
pated event by hunters. 
When September arrives, 
dove hunters will be found 
in the fields with a shot-
gun in hand ready to hunt 
some birds. Dove season 
is one of the most antici-
pated since it is the first 
season to open and kicks 
off for the other hunting 
seasons to come.

Dove season officially 
opened on Sunday, Sept. 1, 
and ends on Tuesday, Oct. 
29. It starts up again on 
Dec. 13, 2024, and ends 
on Jan. 14, 2025.

In Coryell County, the 
daily limit is 15 white-
winged, mourning, and 
white-tipped doves in 
the aggregate, to include 
no more than two white-
tipped. The possession 
limit is three times the 
daily bag limit. Legal 

shooting hours are from 
one-half hour before sun-
rise to sunset.

There are seven spe-
cies of doves and pigeons 
indigenous to Texas, of 
which only three (mourn-
ing dove, white-winged 
dove, and white-tipped 
dove) are currently 
hunted. Two species 
(red-billed pigeon and 
band-tailed pigeon) are 
currently listed as legal 
game birds by federal and 
state regulations but are 
not hunted in Texas due 
to limited numbers and 
distribution. 

All migratory game bird 
hunters must have a valid 
hunting license.

For more information 
about dove season, those 
interested can visit the 
website for Texas Parks 
& Wildlife Department at 
https://tpwd.texas.gov.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & WILDLIFE

Dove Hunting Season

Dove Season is 
officially open

BY MICKY SHEARON
Contributing Writer
micky@hcnews.com

We have all been there. 
Things we were once pas-
sionate about and that 
brought us fulfillment and 
joy suddenly start to seem 
like chores and drain our 
energy. Slowly, but surely, 
what we once looked 
forward to doing becomes 
just another thing we want 
to escape.

Welcome to burnout.
Burnout is becoming 

increasingly common in 
today’s fast-paced world, 
impacting people across 
different professions and 
lifestyles. While burnout is 
not officially classified as 
a mental health disorder, 
it is a chronic condition 
brought on by prolonged 
stress and an inability 
to meet the demands of 
daily life. Understanding 
the early signs of burnout 
is crucial for preventing 
its potentially debilitat-
ing effects. This article 
will explore the physical, 
emotional, and behavioral 
symptoms of burnout and 
provide practical strategies 
for recovery and preven-
tion.

WHAT IS BURNOUT?
Burnout is often misun-

derstood as simply being 
tired or overworked, but 
it’s a far more complex 
condition. Burnout is a 
state of emotional, physi-
cal, and mental exhaus-
tion caused by excessive 
and prolonged stress. 
When you are burned out, 
you feel overwhelmed, 
emotionally drained, and 
unable to keep up with the 
constant demands of life. 
Over time, this stress can 
strip away your interest 
and motivation in activities 
and responsibilities that 
once brought you joy.

PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS OF 

BURNOUT
The physical symptoms 

of burnout are often the 
first warning signs that 
something is wrong. 
Chronic fatigue is one of 
the most common indica-
tors. This isn’t just feeling 
tired after a long day; it’s a 
persistent exhaustion that 
doesn’t go away even after 
rest. Insomnia is also a fre-
quent companion of burn-
out, making it difficult to 
fall or stay asleep despite 
feeling utterly drained.

Other physical symptoms 
include frequent headaches 
and muscle pain, often 
caused by the body being 
in a state of constant ten-
sion. Digestive issues, such 
as stomach pain and bloat-
ing, are also common as 
stress disrupts the normal 
functioning of the diges-
tive system. A weakened 
immune system is another 
sign, as constant stress can 
make it harder for your 
body to fight off illnesses, 
leading to more frequent 
bouts of sickness.

EMOTIONAL SYMPTOMS 
OF BURNOUT

Burnout significantly af-
fects emotional well-being. 
Increased irritability is a 
common symptom, where 
small annoyances that 
wouldn’t typically bother 
you suddenly become ma-
jor sources of frustration. 
This emotional exhaustion 
can also lead to a pro-
found loss of motivation, 
not just in work or daily 
responsibilities, but even in 
activities that once brought 
you joy.

Emotional detachment 
is another key symptom 
of burnout. You may start 
to feel disconnected from 
your surroundings and re-
lationships, making it hard 
to find joy in anything. 
This detachment can strain 
both personal and profes-

sional relationships, lead-
ing to feelings of loneliness 
and isolation. Additionally, 
burnout often results in 
negative feelings toward 
work or caregiving respon-
sibilities, manifesting as 
cynicism, resentment, and 
a pervasive sense of dis-
satisfaction.

BEHAVIORAL SYMPTOMS 
OF BURNOUT

Behavioral changes are 
often the most notice-
able signs of burnout. In 
an attempt to cope with 
their overwhelming stress, 
individuals might turn to 
unhealthy behaviors like 
overeating, binge drink-
ing, or increased drug use. 
These behaviors might 
provide temporary relief 
but ultimately worsen the 
situation, leading to further 
health complications.

Procrastination is anoth-
er typical behavior linked 
to burnout. Tasks that 
once seemed manageable 
can become overwhelm-
ing, leading to delays and 
decreased productivity. 
Social withdrawal is also a 
common symptom, where 
individuals isolate them-
selves from friends, family, 
and colleagues because 
they feel too exhausted or 
overwhelmed to engage 
in social activities. This 
withdrawal can lead to a 
further decrease in pro-
ductivity, and increased 
feelings of inadequacy and 
frustration.

HOW TO REVERSE BURN-
OUT

The first step in revers-
ing burnout is recognizing 
that it’s happening. Once 
you’ve identified the signs, 
here are some strategies to 
help you recover:

Consult with a healthcare 
professional: Before trying 
to address burnout on 
your own, it’s important to 

consult with a healthcare 
provider. Some symptoms 
of burnout can overlap 
with other medical condi-
tions, so it’s crucial to rule 
out any underlying health 
issues.

Reduce your workload: 
One of the most effective 
ways to combat burnout is 
to reduce your workload. 
This might involve delegat-
ing tasks, saying no to new 
responsibilities, or taking 
a break from work alto-
gether.

Prioritize self-care: Incor-
porating self-care activities 
into your daily routine 
is essential for recovery. 
This could include regular 
physical activity, spend-
ing quality time with loved 
ones, or picking up a new 
hobby that brings you joy.

Practice mindfulness 
and relaxation techniques: 
Mindfulness practices such 
as meditation, deep breath-
ing exercises, and yoga can 
help you manage stress 
and improve your overall 
well-being. These activities 
promote relaxation and can 
help you regain a sense of 
control over your life.

Set boundaries: Setting 
boundaries is crucial in 
preventing and recover-
ing from burnout. Learn 
to recognize your limits 
and communicate them to 
others. It’s essential to pri-
oritize your well-being over 
pleasing others or meeting 
unrealistic expectations.

CONCLUSION
Burnout is a serious 

condition that requires at-
tention and care. By recog-
nizing the signs and taking 
proactive steps to address 
them, you can recover 
from burnout and prevent 
it from taking over your 
life again. Remember, your 
well-being should always 
be your top priority.

Battling burnout: How to spot the 
signs and reclaim your joy
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Staff Reports

The Gatesville Public 
Library has announced that 
it will host a Bridgerton Ball 
event on Saturday, Sept. 
28, which is inspired by the 
television series, “Bridger-
ton.”

The ball will commence at 
approximately 5 p.m. and 
will take place at the Gates-

ville Civic Center, which is 
located at 301 Veteran’s 
Memorial Loop.

The sponsorship and tick-
et options include the Dia-
mond Sponsorship, $1,000; 
Emerald Sponsorship, $750; 
Jewel Sponsorship, $500; 
VIP Table, $350; and Gen-
eral Admission, $55, which 
includes one ticket for a 
meal and a drink.

Registration will be 
opened on Thursday, Aug. 
1 and will end on Friday, 
Sept. 27. To register, you 
will need to create or use an 
existing account, by visiting 
teamsideline.com.

For further details on the 
Bridgerton Ball, contact the 
Gatesville Public Library at 
254-865-5367.

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

The Gatesville Parks and 
Recreation Department 
installed two regulation 
Pickleball courts at Raby 
Park, which were opened 
to the public in November 
of 2022. Since that time, 
Pickleball has surged in 
popularity in the Gatesville 
area with the formation 
of the Gatesville Pickleball 
Club, which can be found 
on Facebook. 

Parks and Recreation 

Director Seth Phillips said, 
“There is a need for an ad-
ditional court, maybe two.” 
Phillips said he hasn’t spo-
ken with the city manager 
yet about adding another 
court, but it is something 
he would like to do.

“There is room up there 
next to the other Pickleball 
courts. At the time we in-
stalled them, we wanted to 
offer additional things for 
the community to do. Plus, 
it was the time when Pick-

leball was becoming more 
popular, and now its really 
blown up since that time – 
not just in own community, 
but world-wide,” he said.

Phillips continued, “That’s 
the good thing about 
Pickleball: It’s for all ages. 
It’s not a sport where you 
have to move a lot, it’s not 
a ball that moves quickly, 
it’s a slower sport really on 
a smaller court. It’s a good 
game. For the public to 
know, it’s a very inexpen-

sive sport - all you need is a 
paddle.”

Pickleball was “born” in 
Bainridge Island, Washing-
ton. The founders were Joel 
Pritchard, Bill Bell, and Bar-
ney McCallum. Pritchard’s 
wife, Joan, a rower, named 
the game after the poorest 
performing rowers who 
populated what crew afi-
cionados called the pickle 
boat. Many reports that the 
sport was named after the 
family dog, Pickles, turned 

out to be incorrect as the 
dog was born five years 
after pickleball was first 
played in Pritchard’s vaca-
tion backyard.

Thousands of pickle-
ball players comprise a 
wide cross section of the 
population. Seniors, juniors, 
adults, men, and women 
enjoy the physicality as well 
as the feelings of camarade-
rie the sport invokes.

Phillips said, “I don’t 
think Pickleball is a fad; I 

think it’s something that’s 
going to hang around. 
Honestly, I’m surprised it 
wasn’t included in the sum-
mer Olympics. I think it’s 
something to look forward 
to in the next Olympics. I 
think there’s a good chance 
it will be added in the 
future because of how fast 
growing it has become and 
how popular it is.”

“Now, we’re to the point 
where an additional court 
would be really nice.”

Gatesville Public Library to 
host Bridgerton Ball Sept. 28

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA

Two ladies are presented to Emperor Franz Joseph at a ball in the Hofburg Imperial Palace, painting by 
Wilhelm Gause (1900)

Pickleball craze continues to grow in Gatesville

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Matt Brown and Amy Bass taking advantage of the cool morning weather and playing Pickleball at the courts located adjacent to the City Pool and Skate Park.
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