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BY JOHN ENGLISH
Contributing Writer

The Oglesby High School 
football team had its best 
season in school history 
last year.

The Tigers finished as un-
defeated district champions 
and advanced all the way 
to the state championship 
game before coming up 
short against Benjamin.

Several factors have 
contributed to the Tigers’ 
success in recent years, not 
the least of which is the 
leadership of head coach 
Jeb Dixon, a man with local 
ties and a penchant for 
6-man football.

“I played 11-man, but I 
watched a ton of 6-man 
football growing up,” Dixon 
said. “There are two things 
I love about the 6-man 
game. One is the speed. 
The 6-man is a wide-open 
game. It’s like basketball on 
turf. I love that element of 
it. The other thing is that 
I believe the little man can 
still play in 6-man football. 
The little guy gets taken out 
of 11-man, but the little guy 
can play in 6-man football. 
I love that it doesn’t take 
any kids out of consider-
ation because of size or 
anything.”

Dixon, 48, grew up in 
Gatesville and played tight 
end on the Hornets football 
team.

He walked on at Howard 
Payne University before 
getting injured and served 
as defensive coordinator 
at Jonesboro High School 
and head coach at Gorman, 
both 6-man schools, before 
coming to Oglesby, a city 
less than 16 miles from his 

hometown.
That, for Dixon, was a big 

part of the appeal.
“It got me back closer 

to home,” Dixon said. “My 
uncle actually coached at 
Oglesby in the late 70s and 
early 80s, so I knew some of 
the people from the area. I 
just felt like it was where I 
was called to be. The school 
board is great. The adminis-
tration is great, so it’s been 
a really good run here.”

Oglesby went 13-1 this 
past season with its only 
loss coming in the state 
title game, and Dixon said 
his players’ tenacity and 
perseverance are probably 
what impressed him most.

“I’m proud of our kids,” 
Dixon said. “They really did 
a great job on and off the 
field. It’s something we’ve 
been trying to grow over 
here for a long time. I think 
it’s our reward for doing 
things the right way. Watch-
ing them play through 
injuries and adversity— it’s 
something that as a coach 
you really want to see.”

The Tigers certainly took 
their fair share of lumps, 
losing one of their best 
defensive players, middle 
linebacker Cash Lee, to 
a torn ACL in the third 
game of the season against 
Covington. Another player 
sustained a shoulder injury 
yet continued to compete 
all the way through the 
playoffs. Multiple players 
fought through ankle inju-
ries and played hurt, but 
never gave up.

“We had some guys that 

Submitted by Casey 
Melton, OISD Principal

On Thursday, June 13, 
Keegan Webb and myself 
had the opportunity to 
present at the 2024 TEPSA 
Summer Conference.

TEPSA (Texas El-
ementary Principals and 
Supervisors Association) 
has served prekinder-
garten through eighth 
grade school leaders since 
1917 and has over 5,900 
members who direct the 
activities of three mil-
lion in PK-eighth grade 
to collaborate and get a 
fresh boost to advance 

their practices and enrich 
student learning for the 
upcoming school year.

This journey began for 
us back in November of 
2023, after attending the 
TEPSA Grow conference 
in Austin. We collaborated 
and wanted to share with 
others the great things we 
know and do on our own 
campuses to help build a 
positive school culture for 
staff, students, and the 
community.

In January of 2024, we 
submitted our proposal 
for a Taylor Swift themed, 
“In Our Culture Era,” 

presentation. The goals of 
the session were to help 
others understand the 
foundations of establish-
ing a campus culture and 
how it helps to support 
teacher retention and to 
develop a high-performing 
campus. We also shared 
ideas on how to be pur-
poseful in your work as 
a campus administrator, 
because a positive school 
culture does not happen 
by chance, but rather by 
design.

Lastly, we wanted our 
attendees to leave with 
resources that they could 

take back and utilize on 
their own campus allow-
ing them to take action in 
their own ‘culture era.’

The opportunity was 
an amazing experience, 
and we loved getting to 
share with the 100-plus 
attendees in our session. 
Keegan and I look forward 
to future collaborations 
and accelerating the posi-
tive school culture of our 
staff, students, and the 
community at Oglesby 
ISD as we venture into the 
new school year together 
as a dynamic administra-
tive duo.

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

In the early morning 
hours of Saturday, May 
5, raging flood waters 
from nearby Coryell Creek 
entered the 95-year-old 
house of worship known 
as Pecan Grove Baptist 
Church. Lifelong members 

of the church said that it 
was the highest the water 
had ever been in the build-
ing. Pews, hymnals, church 
furnishings, and the pulpit 
were all displaced. 

Since the church was 
flooded, it was consid-
ered that Sunday services 

could be held underneath 
the tabernacle, which is 
located on the church 
grounds, but the ground 
was too muddy. It was 
then decided that they 
would hold services in 
the Oglesby Community 
Building until the church 

could be repaired.
A second blow came a 

few weeks after the flood 
when a thunderstorm with 
high winds blew through 
the area and uprooted a 
large pecan tree on the 

Prayers answered at 
Pecan Grove Baptist

PLEASE SEE PRAYERS | A2

Jeb Dixon named 
Coach of the Year

COURTESY PHOTO

Oglesby Tigers head coach, Jeb Dixon.
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Oglesby ISD Principals Casey Melton (left) and Keegan Webb are pictured at the 2024 TEPSA Summer Conference.

Melton, Webb attend TEPSA Conference
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PRAYERS
FROM PAGE A1

Ear, Nose or
Throat Problems?
CORYELL HEALTH HAS YOU COVERED

(254) 865-2166
CoryellHealth.org

For over 20 years, our new ENT,
Dr. Bradford Holland, MD, has been providing 
high-quality ENT care to patients of all ages.

Dr. Ashley Brindley, Au.D., has practiced 
audiology in Central Texas for over nine years 

for both adults and children. 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS IN GATESVILLE

Hometown Floors
206 S. 7th St.

Gatesville • 254-248-1192

We’ve Got You Covered!

• Carpet • Tile
• Vinyl  • Laminate
• Wood 
• Professional
  Installation

254-865-2190 Locally Owned & Operated
Free Estimates Brandon Latham
Delivery Available  Brandon@wbsupplies.com

We offer 
a 

complete 
line of 
metal 

building 
systems 

Building Supplies
WHITTW

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL • RESIDENTIAL

Give us a call for all your project needs, large or small!

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass
Gatesville, Texas 76528

plus 
a wide 
range 

of 
building 

materials
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Pecan Grove Baptist Church continues to do repair and restoration work on the structure after the dev-
astating flood heavily damaged the building in May.

grounds of the church. “It 
was the largest pecan tree 
on the church property, and 
it fell on and crushed one 
corner of our historic tab-
ernacle,” said Pecan Grove 
Pastor, Jeff Huckeby.

 When the restoration of 
the church began, Huckeby 
reported, “The restoration 
got off to a slow start with 
all the rain we had follow-
ing the flood. Drying out 
the building took longer 
than expected because of 
the high humidity. At this 
point, the restoration and 
repairs are expected to take 
about 10 weeks.”

The church’s flood insur-
ance only covered some of 
the structural damage, but 
not any of the contents ac-
cording to Huckeby.

“There were several items 
we had not considered 
when estimating the total 
repair cost. In January, we 
had just purchased new 
upholstered chairs for our 
fellowship hall, and those 

will have to be replaced. 
One big expense and sur-
prise for us was the cost of 
replacing the pew cushions. 
Just those two things added 
an additional $8,000 to 
$9,000,” Huckeby said. 

“Last Sunday, the 23rd, 
after we received the full 
restoration estimate, the 
deacons and I met and 
discussed our financial 
situation and how much 
we lacked in paying for the 
repairs. I told them I was 
confident that God would 
provide, because the mis-
sion and ministry of our 
church has been an impor-
tant part in the lives of so 
many people and families in 
the county and community 
for the past 142 years that 
many would not hesitate 
to step up and help. And, 
Praise God, they did,” he 
said.

Huckeby set up a Go 
Fund Me page last week and 
he reported that within a 
couple of hours they were 

already getting donations. 
Then a long-time church 
member stepped forward 
and donated $50,000 to 
cover the cost of whatever 
was needed to repair and 
restore the church. Prayers 
were answered.

Huckeby also mentioned 
the assistance from other 
sources. “There have been 
two local churches that 
have taken up special offer-
ings to help our church. We 
have had numerous offers 
of ‘hands on’ assistance 
from individuals and an of-
fer from a student services 
organization at Baylor to 
come and do some work as 
needed,” he said.

With the generosity of 
those making donations 
and those offering to help 
in other ways, Pecan Grove 
Baptist should be back 
on its feet in a matter of 
months. God has listened, 
and prayers are being 
answered on the banks of 
Coryell Creek.

were pretty beat up,” Dixon 
said. “It was a lot. In a sea-
son that long, there are go-
ing to be some bumps and 
bruises, but we had a player 
with an ankle injury in week 
three who never missed a 
beat and never came out of 
the game. There was just a 
toughness and determina-
tion about this team that 
was pretty cool.”

Apparently, the Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame felt 
the same way. Oglesby’s 
grit and resilience were 
acknowledged when the 
team was honored with the 
Gordon Wood Award for 
their efforts in the 2023 
season, a gesture that 
meant a lot to the team and 
community.

“It’s big,” Dixon said. 
“That award is not just 

about winning games, it’s 
about your actions on the 
field and being good team-
mates and role models on 
the field; so, that was a big 
thing for us. It’s some-
thing that shows that the 
program is doing the right 
thing and heading in the 
right direction, and some-
thing I’m really proud of. 
We have great kids here, 
and the way they act on 
and off the field has been 
exemplary... but this award 
really speaks for our school 
district and the whole com-
munity.”

The Gordon Wood Award 
is given to the “team that 
displayed good sportsman-
ship, the ability to over-
come challenges, had the 
support of the community 
and achieved success on the 

field,” according to Dave 
Campbell’s Texas Football.

The Tigers have won four 
straight district champion-
ships with Dixon at the 
helm, and the Oglesby 
coach was quick to share 
the praise for the team’s 
success. “It’s the commu-
nity support and it’s the ad-
ministration giving us what 
we need to be successful,” 
Dixon said. “The teachers 
over here are phenomenal. 
We work hand-in-hand daily 
together to help these kids 
get to where they need to 
be. Without a good admin, 
a good staff, and a strong 
community, the struggle is 
real, so when you have all 
of that set up it makes it 
much easier for success.”

Dixon got a late start 
to coaching at the high 

school level, opting to 
help grow youth sports in 
Gatesville for several years 
before making the jump. 
He helped to start a tackle 
football league in the city 
of Gatesville before making 
the move to the high school 
game, and Dixon has always 
coached 6-man football, 
even with its most unique 
challenges from 11-man 
football.

“Depth is the biggest 
thing,” Dixon said. “You’ve 
really got to have some 
depth to be able to sustain 
a season. Then there’s the 
fact that our kids are play-
ing every facet of the game, 
so just trying to find those 
guys that can go in and 
take some snaps here and 
there and not miss a beat. 
Making sure you’ve got the 

numbers and the kids who 
can play the right positions 
when needed can be tough.”

Dixon comes from a 
family of athletes, with his 
wife Tara being a former 
all-state basketball player at 
Gatesville High School. The 
Dixon’s three children were 
also in sports, with son, 
Cannon, playing football, 
daughter, Laney, playing 
basketball, and daughter, 
Matti, who will be playing 
college golf for McLennan 
Community College. Can-
non and Laney were both 
all-state selections in their 
respective sports.

Dixon, who helped lead 
Jonesboro to an appearance 
in the state championship 
game as a defensive coor-
dinator and won multiple 
playoff games as the head 

coach at Gorman, said his 
philosophy toward coaching 
goes far beyond what his 
players can accomplish on 
the football field. “For me, 
we try to instill good values 
and high character,” Dixon 
said. “We want them to be 
good adults. We want them 
to be good husbands and 
fathers. We want them to be 
good members of society. 
My biggest thing, and we 
talk about this all the time, 
is that this is hard work. 
One of the things we say is 
that you can have bad plays 
and bad games, but you can 
always put out maximum 
effort even during those 
times. We want our guys 
to come out of here and be 
good people.”

DIXON
FROM PAGE A1



Whether it be hanging a 
Christmas stocking, hiding 
eggs at Easter, or serving 
special foods at Thanks-
giving, each one of our 
traditions reminds us of all 
the holidays we have expe-

rienced in our past and the 
special people and family 
we share the holidays with.

Granted, we cannot at-
tempt to equate the signifi-
cance of religious holidays 
like Easter and Christmas 

with Halloween. Two of 
them have deeply religious 
significance and the other is 
a commercial event created 
for fun, frivolity and con-
sumerism. Yet, each holiday 
seems to have its own tradi-
tions and rituals.

I commonly mark the 
comings and goings of 
holidays by my calendar. 
Anymore it is impossible 
to judge the change by my 
surroundings, because the 
Halloween items are on dis-
play at Walmart seemingly 
before the kids start back 
to school. Heck, Christmas 
stuff is up in the stores just 
about the time you would 
expect to see the Halloween 
items. It can be confusing!

This week, we celebrate 
the Fourth of July and what 
a special day that is. It is 
full of cookouts and bar-
becues, parades, hotdogs, 

and fireworks. My memo-
ries include smoldering 
ribs, ice cold watermelon, 
homemade ice cream, and, 
my favorite: fresh corn on 
the cob. On July 4, it was 
tradition to have a roasting 
ear firmly gripped in my 
hands with butter delicately 
rolling down my chin. I will 
never forget the sensation 
or the taste. It’s one of 
my favorite Fourth of July 
memories.

My memory takes me 
back to the bicenten-
nial when the USA was 
200 years old and what a 
big celebration that was. 
Now the USA is getting 
closer and closer to 250 
years old! Uncle Sam and I 
have both aged these last 
50 years. We have seen a 
lot of change and suffered 
through some crises and 
challenges. Through it all, 

there is something still 
special about a Fourth of 
July parade, seeing the flags 
unfurled, the bunting hang-
ing from the businesses 
lining the street while the 
band plays the “Stars and 
Stripes Forever.”

Sometimes, I wonder if 
people stop and think how 
our forefathers created a 
nation out of nothing but 
wilderness; how they de-
feated one of the mightiest 
military forces in the world 
to win our freedom, and 
then our brilliant forefa-
thers had the smarts to cre-
ate a new form of govern-
ment which had previously 
never existed. It allowed 
individuals to be free, while 
ensuring domestic tranquil-
ity and peace. They were 
sure a smart bunch of guys. 
I hope we stay grounded 
and honor their memory 

while maintaining the 
sacred trust which has been 
passed down to us.

Let us not forget a nation 
is formed by the willingness 
of each of us to share in the 
responsibility for upholding 
the common good. As a na-
tion, we are only as good as 
we allow our weakest citi-
zen to suffer and endure. 
We are a country that has 
liberty as a statute! Think 
about that for a moment 
and give thanks for where 
you live and who you are. 
Now, that is worth celebrat-
ing.

Thought for the day: 
“Humanity has won its 
battle … liberty now has a 
country.” — The Marquis 
de Lafayette, French citizen 
and American Revolution-
ary War hero.

Until next time ... I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out.
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

July 4: A special celebration of the human spirit

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist 
and newspaper executive. He is also 
an author, actor, playwright and 
entertainment producer and promoter. 
sam@hcnews.com

H
olidays come and go throughout the 
year, and I do not think I am making an 
overstatement by saying people look 
forward to the unique customs and tra-

ditions connected with each event. 
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EVA SALLE

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Eva Salle!

Eva is the manager at Prima Pasta and said, “I think 
the best part about my job is that 90 percent of the 
time I actually look forward to going into work. Sure, I 
have random days off, but the majority of the time I am 
just ready to get in there and see my family, because 
that is what my coworkers and customers are…fam-
ily.” She moved to Gatesville when she was 14 years old 
and has moved away several times in between, but she 
finally came back seven years ago and has worked at 
Prima Pasta for about five years now. She said that she 
loves Gatesville, because we are not just a large group 
of people but an actual community where everyone 
seems to know everyone and are there for each other in 
time of need.

Eva reads The Gatesville Messenger and expressed 
that she enjoys reading about the garage sale ads. “It is 
amazing to me the things you can find at a good garage 
sale by looking in the newspaper,” she said.

If you happen to see Eva around town, say hello! She 
is one of us!

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

The Boys & Girls Club Re-
sale Shop was recently fea-
tured on KWTX’s Thursday 
evening broadcast, Brady’s 
Backyard BBQ, which high-
lights a local nonprofit in 
Central Texas.

The news station encour-
ages the public to nomi-
nate their favorite local 
nonprofit for the segment, 
which is sponsored by 
Slovacek’s Sausage in West. 
The restaurant serves free 
barbeque to the nonprofit 
volunteers while Chief 
Meteorologist Brady Taylor 

shares the story and mis-
sion of the selected organi-
zation. 

Director of the Resale 
Shop Lisa Steward said 
staff and volunteers of the 
local consignment store 
were surprised and proud 
to be chosen. 

“It takes many people 
many hours to sort, clean, 
price, and display all the 
donations we get each day, 
so this was a wonderful 
way to be rewarded,” Stew-
ard said. “We appreciate 
Slovacek’s and KWTX for 
making this happen.” 

Steward adds that about 

20 volunteers and 12 staff 
were on hand to enjoy the 
barbeque. As a local, sec-
ondhand store, the Resale 
Shop’s support from the 
community mainly stems 
from donations, volunteers, 
and customers. 

Profits from the Resale 
Shop benefit the Boys & 
Girls Club of Gatesville, 
a branch of the national 
organization that promotes 
the growth of leadership, 
health, career development, 
artistic, and life skills in 
children ages 6 to 18. The 
current total membership 
of the club in Gatesville is 

over 550 kids. 
Brady’s Backyard BBQ’s 

feature on the Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop aired 
on Thursday, June 27, on 
the 6 p.m. broadcast. To 
nominate a Central Texas 
nonprofit, visit www.kwtx.
com/backyardbbq/  

The Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop is located at 
1706 E Main St, Gatesville, 
TX 76528. The store is 
open Tuesdays through 
Fridays from 8 a.m.- 5 p.m., 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.- 
3 p.m.

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville’s Boys & Girls Resale Shop was nominated for KWTX’s evening broadcast, Brady’s Backyard BBQ. Sponsored by Slovacek’s West, 
volunteers were rewarded with free barbeque on Thursday, June 27.  

Boys & Girls Club Resale Shop chosen 
for KWTX, Slovacek’s newscast 



Pulled Pork, Hamburgers, 
Hot Dogs, Salads & Desserts

11am to 3pm
at

American Legion, 
Post 43

214 Watts Lane
Gatesville, TX

Sponsored by
American Legion Post 42

and 
Exchange Club of  Gatesville
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Whatever happened to …
20 YEARS AGO (2004)
The Coryell County 

Sheriff’s Office had Project 
ChildSafe Gun Locks avail-
able to the public.

The Texas Highway Patrol 
investigated 22 rural traffic 
accidents in Coryell County 
during May.

Pidcoke Baptist Church 
was set to host Vacation 
Bible School.

The Friends of the Gates-
ville Public Library was set 
to host its first annual tal-
ent show.

30 YEARS AGO (1994)
Flentge Pharmacy & Ace 

Hardware advertised a 
variable event timer (lights 
timer) for $1.99 after 
rebate.

Jackie Palmer, of Gates-
ville, earned top honors 
in the Texas Department 
of Transportation’s Truck 
Driving Road-eo in Gates-
ville.

Higginbotham’s grand 
opening was scheduled.

Terry Wayne Mooney was 
recognized for academic 
achievement as a United 
States National Honor Roll 
Award winner.

American Red Cross’s 

blood drive was set to be 
held at First Baptist Church 
of Gatesville.

40 YEARS AGO (1984)
New openings were 

created for reservists in 
the 736 Heavy Equipment 
Maintenance Company in 
electronics and TOW missile 
maintenance.

Charlie Foust, of Gates-
ville, was named a $1,000 
winner in the Discovery 
Bingo Contest sponsored by 
H.E.B. Food Stores.

The House of Beauty was 
having a huge sale.

The Juarez Junction 
advertised “Great Mexican 
Food” as well as “Ladies 
Night Out.”

Beginning swimmers took 
their test at the City Pool.

50 YEARS AGO (1974) 
Mr. and Mrs. Atla H. 

Wilkins (one of the last 
couples to leave Ewing in 
1942 when the community 
was made part of the Fort 
Hood reservation) were hon-
ored as Ewing’s “Mr. and 
Mrs. Solid Citizen.”

An all-girl rodeo was set 
to be held in Gatesville.

Teacher Johnie C. Evans 
retired from the Gatesville 
High School faculty.

Charles Zeigler, superin-
tendent of the Gatesville 
public school system, was 
appointed to the executive 
committee of the Texas As-
sociation of School Admin-
istrators.

A Burt Reynolds film was 
being shown at the Drive-In 
movie theater.

 
Andrew Day, M.D., F.A.C.C.
will be seeing patients every month 

at the

Coryell Specialty Clinic

www.WacoCardiology.com

If you feel that you may need a cardiovascular evaluation, please 
contact your primary care physician about referring you for an 

appointment with Waco Cardiology Associates • (254) 399-5400.

“I’m an engineer and a 
lawyer and worked with a 
lot of startups and turned 
out the best place to try to 
get money from intellectual 
property was Marshall, 
Texas.”

He bought some down-
town property and turned 
it into a place for festivals 
and parties.  He started 
a Boogie Woogie Festival, 
one of the top attractions 
in Marshall, held every 
September.  Top musi-
cians from several musical 
genres perform.  Alan also 
bought the historic Ginoc-
chio restaurant.  The build-
ing used to be a hotel.  

“The Ginocchio, right 
across from the depot 
is one of the last stand-
ing railroad hotels in the 
country.  It was a fine 
hotel, supposedly one of 
the finest hotels between 
New Orleans and Denver a 

hundred and twenty years 
ago.  Charles Ginoccio, 
an Italian merchant was 
selling goods to the rail 
travelers and evidently was 
a darn good one, ‘cause 
he ended up building this 
hotel and one near Fort 
Worth.  The building had 
fallen into hard times in 
the more recent years, so 
we bought it out of fore-
closure and after two years 
of renovation, the build-
ing is just gorgeous.  With 
the curly pine, the stained 
glass, the tile, the Edison 
arches, it’s a combination 
of fine dining, history, and 
we try to pair it with good 
food, good service, and 
good beverages.”

He’s had the Ginocchio 
six years.  It was his first 
venture into the restaurant 
business.

“If you count when I 

was slingin’ burgers at 
the Dairy Queen in high 
school, that was the closest 
I got to a restaurant.  I was 
supposed to be a passive 
landlord and I had other 
partners who were going 
to run it.  That didn’t work 
out, so I’m an accidental 
restaurateur.  

The restaurant building 
was virtually unused for 
twenty years, so it required 
extensive renovation.  

“We really had to take the 
building almost apart.  We 
had rotten floor joists and 
things like that that needed 
to be replaced.  It was very 
much more time-consum-
ing and expensive than we 
originally imagined.”

The Ginocchio has its 
original bar, a gift from 
Don Henley of the Eagles 
who had previously bought 
it.   The restaurant features 
fine dining.

“Chef Renaldo is one of 
the best chefs that I’ve ever 
experienced, and I eat well.  
He’s got lamb, he’s got 
steak, he’s got seafood - it’s 
pasta.  You order Fettuc-
cine Alfredo, and he makes 
the sauce to order.”

There is no dress code 
for the Ginacchio, but a lot 
of people dress up because 
it’s their special night out.  
The bar is a more casual 
environment.

“I always say, as long 
as you’re wearing a smile, 
you’re welcome.”

TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Fine dining in Marshall

A
lan Loudermilk found a home in Mar-
shall. “I got here in 2009 for a patent 
case,” says Alan.  

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

The deadline to apply 
for FEMA assistance has 
been extended to Aug. 15, 
according to a FEMA press 
release.

Although disaster sur-
vivors in Texas now have 
more time to apply for 
FEMA assistance, FEMA en-
courages disaster survivors 
not to wait. The sooner 
they apply, the sooner they 
may be eligible for assis-
tance to help with their 
recovery from the recent 
storms.

In June, FEMA announced 
that homeowners and 
renters in Coryell County 
are eligible for disas-
ter assistance following 
severe storms that caused 
flooding, tornadoes, and 
straight-line winds between 
April 26 and June 5. 

Although the Disaster 
Recovery Center in Coryell 
County has closed, home-
owners and renters can 
visit any center in the state. 

For hours and locations, go 
to fema.gov/drc.

Residents do not need to 
visit a Disaster Recovery 
Center to apply for FEMA 
assistance – apply online 
through the following 
resources:

•  Go online to disaster-
assistance.gov.

• Download the FEMA 
App for mobile devices: 
www.fema.gov/about/
news-multimedia/mobile-
products

•  Call the FEMA helpline 
at 800-621-3362 between 6 
a.m.-10 p.m. 

Additional resources 
through FEMA include: 

• Disaster Unemploy-
ment Assistance: Apply 
online at Unemployment 
Benefit Services via the 
Texas Workforce Com-
mission or call the Texas 
Workforce Commission 
at 800-939-6631 between 
7 a.m.-6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Deadline is 
July 16.

• Disaster Legal Assis-
tance: Call the Texas State 
Bar Legal Hotline at 800-
504-7030 Monday-Friday, 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Phones 
are answered in English, 
Spanish, and Vietnamese.

• Crisis Counseling: Call 
the Substance and Mental 
Health Services Administra-
tion (SAMHSA) at 800-985-
5990. For Spanish, press 
“2.” 

For those with homeown-
ers or renters insurance, 
FEMA recommends filing a 
claim as soon as possible. 
FEMA cannot duplicate 
benefits for losses covered 
by insurance. 

If the policy does not 
cover all damage expenses, 
homeowners or renters 
may be eligible for federal 
assistance. Remember to 
keep receipts from all 
purchases related to the 
cleanup and repair.

For more information, 
visit fema.gov/disas-
ter/4781 

FEMA extends deadline
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CHURCH 
CAMP BAKE 
SALE

ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH | THE 
GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Youth members of the White 
Mound Baptist and Cowboy 
Church recently held a bake 
sale on Thursday, June 27, to 
raise funds for the opportu-
nity to go to summer camp 
this year. Four members of the 
youth group stopped by The 
Gatesville Messenger with 
Rice-Krispy treats, brownies, 
cookies, and more in hopes of 
raising donations for their trip. 
Pictured from left to right is 
Breatly Caplla, Fynlee Brown, 
Bailor Dahl, and Channing 
Pearce.
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The Bluegrass Kitchen 
opens at 11 a.m. and closes 
at 4 p.m. Admission is free 

to watch the stage show 
and to jam. The kitchen has 
delicious homemade food, 

which includes awesome 
pies and cakes, and the 
prices are very reasonable. 
The Pearl Cottage Book-
store opens at 9 a.m. and 
closes at 3 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome. Bring friends and 
enjoy a great day in Pearl!

The Pearl Church of 
Christ will hold its an-
nual Revival on July 6 and 
7 with an ice cream supper 
following the service on 
the 7th. Speaking will be 
Chris Halpayne. The church 
service will begin at 7 p.m. 
with the ice cream fellow-
ship immediately following. 
The Sunday morning church 
service begins at 10:30 
a.m. Everyone is invited to 
attend and to bring friends, 

family, and people you just 
met with you. 

The Pearl Community 
Center Board quarterly 
meeting will be held July 
22, with the fourth quar-
terly meeting being held on 
October 28, also at the Pearl 
Community Center. Both 
meetings of the Pearl Com-
munity Center Board will be 
at 6:30 p.m. All are invited 
to attend.

Breaking news from my 
Reliable Source from Pearl: 
Mr. M has discovered a new 
and improved way to gather 
eggs. His method includes 
talking charmingly to the 
hens and then putting a 
bucket over their heads. At 
least, I think he puts the 

bucket over the chicken’s 
heads, not his own, but I 
don’t know that for sure. 
I have asked for a photo-
graph, but one has not been 
received as of this writing 
(I think Mrs. Mc was not in 
favor of sharing such as she 
felt she might have to sleep 
in the chicken coop with 
said birds).  Now, I may 
have recently been named 
in a lawsuit for mentioning 
Mr. R. McD’s name again, so 
I must be vague to protect 
the innocent (namely me)! 
Therefore, I am not men-
tioning Mr. Ron McD’s name 
in order to present the new 
name which the aforemen-
tioned is now known: The 
East Gatesville Chicken 

Whisperer! Folks, my Reli-
able Source (whose last 
name may or may not be 
“Ray”) has assured me that 
this is not Fake News. Only 
in Pearl…and sometimes in 
East Gatesville!

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Proverbs 
15:18—Hot tempers cause 
arguments, but patience 
brings peace. Good News 
Translation

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page and the 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore, 
and Resale Shop Face-
book page. Please submit 
any Pearl news to betsyc-
lark47@yahoo.com

T
oday is Pearl Bluegrass and Pearl Cot-

tage Bookstore Day. The Bluegrass 

stage show begins around 1 p.m. but 

jamming goes on all day long.

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

PEARL NEWS

We’re jamming all day long at Pearl Community Center

Cedar Bluff Loop

Cedar Bluff Loop
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McCall Real Estate
817 East Main Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

LIFE AT CEDAR BLUFF
Enjoy the peaceful, serene beauty of what Cedar Bluff offers you and your family in 
establishing your dream home place. With the bluff and rolling terrain covered with 
cedar trees and other natural hill country landscape, the freedom of ranch living is 
yours to enjoy. The size of your future home place is of your choice. Whether you 
prefer a smaller or larger ranch, the seclusion and privacy awaits for you at Cedar Bluff.

Cedar Bluff is located just outside of 
Gatesville on the corner of 
State Hwy 116 and FM 1783.
The entrance into Cedar Bluff is on FM 1783.

Mendi McCall
Phone:  936-676-0822
Email : mendi@mccalltexas.com
Web : mccalltexas.com

RANCH STYLE LOTS FROM

2.5 - 11 acres
NEW HOMES OR 

BRING YOUR OWN BUILDER

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 
Call 254-466-5128

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

Celebrating July 4, also 
known as Independence 
Day, a majority of Texas 
residents enjoyed the 
holiday with traditional 
picnics, barbeques, family 
gatherings, and perhaps an 
outing to a lake or river. Of 
course, the evening hours 
are devoted to shooting off 
fireworks or attending a lo-
cal fireworks display.

Independence Day cel-
ebrations were not much 
different during the early 
days in Texas history. Even 
before Texas became a 
state, residents came to-
gether and celebrated much 
the same way we do today.

In a paper published by 
The Alamo organization 
in 2016, several narratives 
were included about how 
residents celebrated July 4, 
in 19th century Texas. The 
majority of the accounts 
were gleaned from letters 

written during that time.
One such letter reads: 

The Fourth of July was a 
fine day. The ladies spent 
the day in conversation 
and work, the young people 
dancing in the yard, the 
children playing under the 
trees, and the men talk-
ing politics. Well, it was a 
grand affair for the times. 
The young people thought 
it magnificent. The music 
was two fiddles. We ate 
barbecued meat, all sorts 
of vegetables, coffee, fowls, 
potatoes, honey and corn 
bread, but no cakes, as there 
was no flour in the country. 
The whiskey gave out early 
in the evening, and there 
was no fuss or quarreling. 
Everybody went home in a 
good humor.

In 1845, a newspaper ac-
count described how early 
Texans celebrated the day. 
On the night of the third, 
a pole was raised upon the 

public square, and when 
our citizens raised on the 
morning of the fourth, they 
saw waving proudly aloft, 
the stars and stripes of our 
Native land, which had been 
run up during the previous 
night amid various evi-
dences of individual rejoic-
ing; such as the burning of 
tar barrels, firing of guns, 
shouts, huzzas, etc.

In an 1853 letter writ-
ten by Carl Hilmar, he had 
the following to say about 
the July 4 celebration: The 
young people danced. At 
off times there were shoot-
ing matches, foot races, 
and jumping matches. The 
winner had to pay for the 
wine, which all enjoyed 
very much. The gay life 
lasted until 6:00 the next 
morning — July 5, when 
everybody had a cup of 
coffee. The celebration was 
not stiff, nor was it rough 
or unrestrained. It was most 

congenial.
Ten years before Texas 

became the 28th state in 
the United States, Benjamin 
Milam wrote the following 
to a friend in 1835 about 
celebrating Independence 
Day in the Republic of 
Texas: I hope you spent the 
4th of July pleasantly with 
your friends who feel some 
reverence for the day. As 
to myself, I can not say I 
enjoyed it. I got a bottle of 
vino muscale and drank to 
the Federal Constitution in 
all parts of America. I had 
no countrymen to join me or 
perhaps I should have done 
better.

Other letters and manu-
scripts mention the pride 
of the Texans when it came 
to celebrating July 4 and 
would often include stories 
about flying the U.S. flag 
and having a public official 
read the Declaration of 
Independence.

How Independence Day was celebrated 
in the early days of Texas History

PHOTO COURTESY OF METROCREATIVECONNECTION

Fireworks are a staple in today’s Independence Day celebrations.
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We Are
Hiring!

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-7575

APPLY AT: HILLSIDEML.COM

CNAs – ALL SHIFTS

HOUSEKEEPER – 6:30 AM - 2:30 PM

M E D I CA L  LO DG E

Benefits include Competitive 
Pay, Health, Dental, Vision, 

and 401K.

Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Sale every WEDNESDAY at noon

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

CLOSED WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 3RD FOR THE 4TH OF 

JULY HOLIDAY.
NEXT SALE JULY 10TH.

THANK YOU TO ALL THAT 
HAVE SERVED!

HAVE A SAFE AND

CORYELL CO. COMMISSION 
COMPANY

JODY & ROBIN THOMAS 

OBITUARIES

Melanie Jayne Schip-
per passed away peace-
fully on June 27, 2024 
in Stephenville.  She was 
born May 4, 1949, in 
Grand Prairie.  She was 
the daughter of Glenn 
and Alberta (Wolf) White 
of Gatesville.  After 
graduating from Gates-
ville High School in 1967, 
she married her high 
school sweetheart, David 
Schipper, with whom she 
had two children. They 
would later separate but 
remained friends. 

Melanie had a color-
ful work history before 
retiring several years ago.  
She worked for the Los 
Alamos Scientific Labora-
tory in Los Alamos, NM, 
the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice in 

Gatesville, and retired as 
a social worker with the 
State of New Mexico Be-
havioral Health Institute 
in Las Vegas.

After retirement, Mela-
nie moved to Stephenville 
to spend time with her 
children and grandchil-
dren, whom she dearly 
loved.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
her brother, Steve White.

She is survived by her 
children, Dr. Kelly Miller 
(Thad) and Jason Schip-
per (Barbara), both of 
Stephenville; her sister, 
Joann Washburn; and 
brother, David White, 
both of Gatesville, and 
her two beloved grand-
daughters, Emily and Erin 
Miller, both of Stephen-

ville.
At Melanie’s request, 

she will be cremated and 
her remains interred at 
Davidson Cemetery in 
Gatesville.  No service will 
be held.

 

Melanie Schipper
May 4, 1949 - June 27, 2024

COURTESY PHOTO

Celeste Drake with Keep Gatesville Beautiful’s beautification committee is pictured while cleaning up 
the flower beds at Raby Park. Drake worked hard in the heat to help fix the flower beds since the abun-
dance of rain produced a plethora of weeds. There is still work to be done, and Keep Gatesville Beautiful 
plans to add more plants since many were lost over this past summer.

BEAUTY IS HARD WORK

Staff Reports 

In the United States, 
people use fireworks to 
celebrate various major 
events and holidays, includ-
ing weddings, festivals, New 
Year’s, and the Fourth of 
July. 

However, for many, bright 
lights, loud noises, and 
the smell of smoke may 
cause distress and trigger 
unwanted memories. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs, 
fireworks can be a trauma 
reminder for those who 
served in combat or went 
through a fire, explosion, or 
gun violence.

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) is a mental 
health condition that’s trig-

gered by a terrifying event 
by either experiencing it or 
witnessing it. Symptoms 
may include flashbacks, 
nightmares, severe anxiety, 
or uncontrollable thoughts 
about the event.

Although July 4th has 
come to an end this year, 
fireworks might be used for 
other celebrations through-
out the year. 

If someone you know or care 
about might find fireworks 
triggering, the VA’s National 
Center for PTSD offers ways to 
show your support: 

• Ask the person if there 
is anything you can do.

• Offer words of support, 
such as: “You are safe” or “I 
am here with you, now.”

• Help the person remem-
ber the present environ-

ment: “You are at a [party, 
concert, etc.], and it is safe 
here.”

• Offer to do a breathing 
technique or mindfulness 
activity in the moment. 

For those hosting an event 
that will include fireworks, 
below are a few ways to check 
in with guests who might be 
impacted: 

• Consider the meaning 
and value of using fire-
works versus other alterna-
tives, like sparklers or light 
shows.

• If possible, ask guests 
if fireworks are a difficult 
reminder.

• Notify guests ahead of 
time if fireworks are a part 
of the celebration.

• Set a specific time for 
(or announce the start of) 

fireworks, so guests can 
plan for their own needs.

• Center activities around 
themes other than loud 
fireworks.

• Create space so that 
guests can be in small 
groups rather than a large 
crowd.

• Show compassion—
choose the celebration you 
want while also respecting 
the decisions others make 
for self-care.

Although fireworks might 
be unavoidable at some major 
events, like the Fourth of July, 
the VA offers additional tips 
for those who find fireworks 
affect their mental health: 

• For Veterans, focus on 
the meaning of military-re-
lated holidays that supports 
self-care.

• Read about an event 
or ask a host to learn if 
fireworks will be included 
in the celebration and the 
timing of them.

• Talk with someone 
close to you about your 
concerns and invite them 
along.

• Prior to the event, work 
on self-care, such as good 
sleep, breathing techniques, 
journaling, mindfulness, 
and limiting alcohol.

• Consider bringing ear-
plugs or headphones.

• Pause to remind your-
self that you are safe, even 
if the memories create a 
sense of danger.

• Focus on skills and 
techniques to ground you in 
the present moment:

• Try box breathing: 4 

counts inhale, 4 counts 
hold, 4 counts exhale, 4 
counts hold, repeat.

• Be mindful. Notice what 
you feel without judging or 
reacting, like eating a sour 
candy or spicy food and 
focusing on that sensation.

• Use the Mindfulness 
Coach mobile app.

• Remind yourself that 
this moment is temporary.

• Veterans might remind 
themselves that it took time 
to train themselves to be 
on alert to all threats, and 
it will take time to re-train 
themselves to not be on 
high alert when there is no 
threat.

Fireworks and PTSD: Ways to help veterans or loved ones  
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RECIPE
This recipe appeared in the “Methodist Best” cookbook in 2008. The Gatesville Messenger is running a series of reci-

pes from that cookbook. If your church has a cookbook, or if you would like to submit your own recipe of a favorite 
dish for possible publication, please email it to: editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

June 26
11:13 a.m., a theft was 

reported in the 300 block of 
S. State Highway 36.

3:40 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 600 
block of Golf Course Road.

4:33 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
500 block of S. Lutterloh 
Avenue.

7:20 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 600 
block of Park Street. 

June 27
1:17 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
100 block of S. 6th Street.

1:27 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
100 block of White’s Street.

5:05 p.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 400 
block of Gateway Circle.

11:41 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 2500 block of Business 
Highway 36.

June 28
2:13 a.m., criminal tres-

pass was reported in the 
100 block of FM 116.

9:39 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 1500 block of W. Main 
Street.

11:52 a.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 1300 block of St. Louis 
Street.

6:17 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 1200 block 
of E. Main Street.

June 29
1:42 p.m., criminal 

mischief was reported in 

the 500 block of Mountain 
Road.

4:01 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
300 block of S. 8th Street.

6:14 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
100 block of FM 116.

7:42 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
400 block of S. 8th Street.

June 30
1:43 p.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 300 
block of N. Lutterloh Av-
enue.

5:44 p.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 2800 block of S. State 
Highway 36.

8:22 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 3300 block 
of E. Main Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

June 26
9:10 a.m., trespassing was 

reported in the block of 
Ranier Road.

11:22 a.m., a scam was 
reported in the 700 block of 
County Road 354.

2:49 p.m., animal neglect 
was reported in the 1200 
block of Oak Springs Road.

6:35 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 900 block of 
Wedgewood Drive.

June 27
12 a.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 100 block of 
Harrell Drive.

12:49 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported on 
Cedar Circle.

2:17 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 

400 block of Old Pidcoke 
Road.

5:08 p.m., animal neglect 
was reported in the 2800 
block of Old Ft. Gates Road.

June 28
9:55 a.m., a neighbor 

dispute was reported in the 
200 block of Julia Drive.

11:16 a.m., a theft was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Knowles Road.

8:56 p.m., shots fired 
were reported in the 200 
block of County Road 253.

11:07 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
800 block of Twin Mountain 
Road.

June 29
8:32 a.m., a prowler was 

reported in the 4900 block 
of N. FM 116.

10:46 a.m., a dog bite was 

reported in the 2700 block 
of Abott Lane.

11:51 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported at 
Beapowell Road and Grimes 
Crossing.

1:44 p.m., a domestic 
dispute was reported in 
the 500 block of Mountain 
Road.

June 30
12:52 a.m., a reckless 

driver was reported at I-14 
and Clear Creek.

11:45 a.m., a domestic 
dispute was reported in 
the 1300 block of Lutheran 
Church Road.

12:39 p.m., a minor ac-
cident was reported in the 
1200 block of Lutheran 
Church Road.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of June 26 – June 30.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of 
more significant activity. People are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the 
Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

The DISPATCH

Advertiser

CORYELL
Kids

COLOR Time

National 
Hop A Park Hop A Park 

Day
July 6, 2024

"National Hop a Park 
Day" is a playful celebra-
tion encouraging families 
and kids to hop from one 
park to another, exploring 
the outdoor wonders each 
park has to offer. This day, 
often observed on July 1st, 
encourages a day of out-
door adventures, physical 
activity, and appreciation 
for the beauty of local 
parks.

For kids, National Hop 
a Park Day is an exciting 
opportunity to embark on 
a park-hopping adventure. 
Families can plan a route 
to visit different parks in 
their community, discover-
ing new playgrounds, sce-

nic spots, and recreational 
areas. It's a day to engage 
in various activities, from 
playing sports to having a 
picnic, fostering a love for 
the outdoors and promot-
ing an active lifestyle.

Parents and caregivers 
can make this day educa-
tional by sharing informa-
tion about each park, its 
history, and the impor-
tance of preserving green 
spaces. Kids can learn 
about the diverse features 
of parks, from wildlife 
habitats to community 
gathering spaces, enhanc-
ing their appreciation for 
the environment.

National Hop a Park Day 

emphasizes the benefits of 
spending time outdoors, 
enjoying the fresh air, and 
connecting with nature. 
Families can document 
their park-hopping jour-
ney with photos, creating 
a scrapbook or journal 
to capture the memories 
made throughout the day.

So, on National Hop a 
Park Day, lace up those 
sneakers, pack a picnic, 
and hop from one park to 
another with family and 
friends. It's a day filled 
with outdoor exploration, 
laughter, and the simple 
joys of discovering the 
treasures each park holds. 

To sponsor the Coryell Kids pages, 
call Kaitlyn at 254-865-5212.

HAMBURGER PIE
BY JANE HARVEY

2 lbs. ground beef
½ med. yellow onion, chopped
1 c. tomato soup
1 c. French style green beans, drained
4 med. potatoes, mashed

In skillet, brown ground beef with onion. Drain excess 
fat. Place meat in casserole dish and cover meat with 
soup. Pour drained green beans over soup. Top with 
mashed potatoes. Bake uncovered for 15 minutes at 350. 
Optional: add grated cheese on top or two tablespoons of 
butter, but not both.  PHOTO COURTESY OF YEYFOOD.COM

Hamburger pie

Submitted Item

Marshall Brown, Sons of 
the Republic of Texas lec-
turer, will be the speaker 
at the July 9 meeting of the 
Coryell County Genealogi-
cal Society. Mr. Brown is a 
Coryell County native, who 
is descended from the Nim-
rod Brown family.

“San Jacinto” is the topic 
for Mr. Brown’s program. 
San Jacinto is associated 
with several famous events 
in Texas history, includ-
ing the Run Away Scrape 

that preceded the decisive 
Battle of San Jacinto.

Genealogists use history 
to enhance their under-
standing of their ancestors’ 
lives, and the study of our 
colorful Texas history can 
uncover some interesting 
family information.

The public is welcome to 
attend the 6 p.m. meeting 
at the Gatesville Public 
Library located at 111 N. 
8th Street.

Brown to present 
San Jacinto program 
at CCGS meeting
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O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774
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Tarleton State summer commencement set for July 26

Texas A&M System Chancellor John Sharp to retire June 30, 2025

Tarleton State University

BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION 
— Porter Garner jokes that 
he is not sure John Sharp 
ever sleeps.

“It’s not uncommon to 
get a text from John late at 
night, or at four in the morn-
ing,” said Garner, longtime 
president of The Association 
of Former Students at Texas 
A&M University. “He has 
some new idea or con-
cept he’d like to discuss. 
Ultimately, it is about A&M, 
to benefit our students, 
our former students our 
university.”

“He’s the best chancellor 
we’ve ever had,” Garner add-
ed. “No chancellor in history 
has ever advanced Texas 
A&M and the Texas A&M 
University System like John 
Sharp has.”

Garner is among the 
Texans praising the era of 
the longest serving chan-
cellor in the history of the 
Texas A&M System. Sharp 
announced Monday he will 
retire as chancellor in 12 
months.

“Texas is grateful for 
Chancellor John Sharp’s 
unwavering commitment 
to improving higher educa-
tion in the State of Texas,” 
Gov. Greg Abbott said. 
“His extraordinary leader-
ship throughout his time as 
Chancellor of the Texas A&M 
University System provided 
young Texans with the tools 
they need to thrive in our 
booming economy.”

Sharp, who became 
Chancellor in September 
2011, sent a letter Monday 
thanking past and present 
regents, system employees 
and elected officials for their 
years of support.

“Leading this grand en-

terprise has been one of the 
great privileges of my life,” 
Sharp said. “I feel a deep 
sense of gratitude to all of 
you who have shown confi-
dence in me and contributed 
to our collective endeavor. 
Together we have lifted the 
Texas A&M System to his-
toric heights.”

The board of regents will 
conduct a national search 
in the coming months for 
Sharp’s successor, said 
Chairman Bill Mahomes.

“It’s an understatement 
to say we have giant boots 
to fill,” said Mahomes, a re-
gent since 2015. “John Sharp 
is an Aggie icon — bigger 
than life — and we all are 
the beneficiaries of his bold 
leadership. He has made the 
system smarter, more inno-
vative, and more responsive 
to the needs of Texans in ev-
ery corner of the state.”

Phil Adams, who served 
on the board of regents 
during the first 10 years of 
Sharp’s tenure, applaud-
ed the breadth of Sharp’s 
accomplishments.

“The A&M System has be-
come a dynamo nationally 
since John Sharp became 
chancellor,” Adams said. “He 
has had more vision, energy, 
and know-how than anyone 
else. Every year he had a big 
idea, and it got done.”

Some of the Sharp era 
achievements:

A historic building boom 
with $11.4 billion for 306 
projects that improved facili-
ties at all 11 system universi-
ties and eight state agencies.

The Chancellor’s Research 
Initiative built up key re-
search fields by recruit-
ing elite faculty. With 
additional support from 
the Governor’s University 
Research Initiative, the ef-

fort has led to a five-fold 
boost in faculty who are 
national research leaders as 
evidenced by membership in 
the elite National Academies 
in engineering, science and 
medicine.

The transformation of 
Riverside Campus into Texas 
A&M-RELLIS, a high-tech 
hub of research labs and 
test ranges to innovate for 
national defense and a va-
riety of other needs. With 
backing from the U.S. Army 
Futures Command and nu-
merous other outside stake-
holders, the system and 
the state invested over $1 
billion at RELLIS in the past 
eight years. The campus also 
includes an innovative aca-
demic component.

The acquisition and 
growth of the Texas A&M 
School of Law, which has 
risen faster in national rank-
ings than any law school in 
history. It is now considered 
No. 2 in Texas.

The construction and reno-
vation of athletic facilities 
throughout the system, most 
notably Kyle Field. Reopened 
in 2015 with more than 
102,000 seats, it is the fourth 
biggest football stadium in 
the nation and the biggest in 
the SEC.

The 10-year agreement to 
co-manage the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, help-
ing with lab management, 
nuclear operations and na-
tional security and scientific 
research.

A more detailed list of ac-
complishments is available 
here.

“Chancellor Sharp has 
left an incredible legacy 
with The Texas A&M System 
and at Tarleton State,” said 
Tarleton State President 
Dr. James Hurley. “His sup-

port and friendship over the 
years has helped to elevate 
our university in countless 
ways, leaving a lasting im-
pact for generations to come. 
We are grateful for John’s 
service and leadership and 
wish him and his wife Diana 
the best in retirement.”

Sharp has overseen 19 
construction projects on the 
Tarleton State campus fund-
ed by hundreds of millions 
of dollars.

In his letter, Sharp noted 
proudly that “Texas A&M, 
in particular, has grown to 
become the school of choice, 
with one of the biggest en-
rollments in the nation” 
while “our culture, our tradi-
tions, and the patriotic fer-
vor of our students remain 
intact. We reflect the great 
traditions and culture of the 
state of Texas.”

Sharp earned a bachelor’s 
degree in political science 
from Texas A&M in 1972. He 
was a member of the Corps 
staff of the Corps of Cadets, 
and he was elected student 
body president.

Before becoming chan-
cellor, he had decades of 
public service, beginning in 
1978 when he was elect-
ed to the Texas House of 
Representatives. He later 
was elected to serve in the 
Texas Senate, on the Texas 
Railroad Commission and 
twice as state comptroller.

Twice Sharp played criti-
cal roles in debates on the 
future of taxation and state 
finance in Texas.

In 1991, with the state 
government facing looming 
deficits, Sharp, as the newly 
elected Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, issued a perfor-
mance report (Breaking the 
Mold) that found billions of 
dollars in efficiencies to side-

step the crisis.
Again in 2006, Sharp — 

by then out of office — was 
called by his old college 
friend and political rival, 
Gov. Rick Perry, to lead a tax 
reform commission and re-
solve a school finance crisis 
that threatened to close pub-
lic schools. The commission 
created a business tax in lieu 
of an income tax.

“I killed the income tax 
twice,” Sharp said.

Perry was not the only gov-
ernor to call on Sharp.

In 2017, Gov. Greg Abbott 
named Sharp as the leader of 
the Commission to Rebuild 
Texas in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Harvey. Sharp ac-
cepted the challenge and the 
unpaid position while con-
tinuing to serve as the chan-
cellor of the A&M System.

“Chancellor Sharp rose 
to the occasion and helped 
ensure victims received all 
the necessary resources to 
recover,” Abbott said.

Later, the state decided 
to improve coordination of 
disaster response by add-
ing the Texas Division of 
Emergency Management to 
the A&M System as its eighth 
state agency.

“I thank Chancellor Sharp 
for his dedication to char-
tering a brighter future for 
Texas,” Abbott said, “and 
I am proud of the work we 
achieved together for stu-
dents across our great state 
and for all Texans.”

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick called 
Sharp “a Texas institution.”

“Throughout his 45 years 
of public service in many 
different roles, Chancellor 
Sharp learned and perfect-
ed how to get things done 
in Austin,” Patrick said. 
“In his years as Texas A&M 
Chancellor he was a fierce 

advocate for the Aggies and 
will leave an indelible mark 
on higher education in Texas 
long after his retirement. 
Chancellor Sharp is ever a 
maverick; he managed to 
keep me on my toes through-
out my time as a public ser-
vant. I always enjoyed our 
meetings and dealings. He 
is truly one of a kind and 
I thank him for his public 
service.”

State Rep. Greg Bonnen, 
who chairs the House 
Appropriations Committee, 
placed Sharp in the panthe-
on of Aggie leadership.

“Texas A&M has had many 
great leaders like Sul Ross 
and James Earl Rudder, 
each leaving behind a legacy 
that reverberates through 
the character and values of 
Texas A&M,” Bonnen said. 
“As John Sharp’s tenure 
draws to a close, he steps 
into the history pages of this 
elite class of Aggie leaders, 
adding an indelible chapter 
of transformational advance-
ments and life-changing 
achievements. His practi-
cal and enthusiastic guid-
ance, driven by the spirit of 
the 12th Man, has forever 
changed Texas A&M and 
made our state and country 
safer and more prosperous 
for generations to come. I am 
grateful to Chancellor Sharp 
and his family for his many 
years of service to this great 
institution and the State of 
Texas.”

In his letter, Sharp said, 
“While I am retiring from this 
job, I will find ways to con-
tinue to serve the great state 
I love.”

He added, “One thing is for 
certain, I will never be too 
busy or too old to help Texas 
A&M and the Texas A&M 
System.”

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Texas A&M System Chancellor John Sharp, middle, announced Monday he will retire as chancellor in 12 months. Sharp is the longest-serving chancellor in the history of the Texas A&M System. 

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — Tarleton 
State University will confer 
diplomas during summer com-
mencement exercises at 9 a.m. 
Friday, July 26, at Memorial 

Stadium on the Stephenville 
campus.

Graduates from the College 
of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, Dr. Sam Pack 
College of Business, College of 
Education, Mayfield College of 

Engineering, College of Health 
Sciences, College of Liberal 
and Fine Arts, and College of 
Science and Mathematics will 
be recognized.

The ceremony will include 
both graduate and undergrad-

uate students. Tarleton State 
President Dr. James Hurley will 
preside.

For more information or to 
watch the proceedings live, go 
to www.tarleton.edu/gradua-
tion. A link for the live stream 

will be posted prior to 
the event. For  
directions to Memorial 
Stadium or maps of the 
Stephenville campus, including 
parking locations, visit www.
map.tarleton.edu.
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BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY BAPTIST
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; 
Sunday Bible study 10 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN BAPTIST
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS 
BAPTIST
Bob Phillips, pastor; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD BAPTIST
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesville; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 
a.m., adult Bible study 6 
p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ & youth Bible study 
6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 
a.m.; Wednesdays – 
Prayer & Bible Study 7 
p.m.; Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Supper first 
Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast 
second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
Dr. Pete Keough, Pastor; 
912 E. Main St., Gatesville;
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Children 
& Youth 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
(supper provided), Adult 
Bible Study 6-7:00 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
120 College Ave.; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m., Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY BAPTIST
Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; 2819 S. Hwy. 36, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY BAPTIST
A.C. Painter, pastor; 
1750 FM 215, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY BAPTIST
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO BAPTIST
Matt Dossey, pastor; 
11420 N. State Hwy. S; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:50 
a.m.
KING BAPTIST
Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY BAPTIST
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 
& HWY 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m. & 
1 p.m., Family Bible Study 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK BAPTIST
Pastor Matthew Hamilton; 
113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday eve-
nings: Choir at 5:30 p.m., 
Children & Youth Activities, 
Adult Bible Study at 6:15 
p.m.
MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 
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6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7 
p.m. Wednesday.
OSAGE BAPTIST
Chris Thomas, pastor; 
7505 FM 185, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY 
CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE BAPTIST
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE BAPTIST
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY 
BAPTIST
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 
301, Jonesboro; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PURMELA BAPTIST
Pastor: Brenden Hough; 
875 FM 932, Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME BAPTIST
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 
p.m.
SPANISH BAPTIST
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.
TRINITY BAPTIST
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
BAPTIST
Jon Crosby, Pastor; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW BAPTIST
Pastor: Malachi Houser; 
1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL BAPTIST
Mike Barron, pastor; 
2040 CR 238, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 10 a.m.; 
Sunday  worship 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
WHITE MOUND BAPTIST
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: 
P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 
76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third 
Saturday at 8 a.m. Inside: 
3075 FM 931, outside: 
2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, 
Mound, TX 76558.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 
a.m. (English) & 12 
p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. 
& Wednesday-Friday at 
7 a.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Deral McWhorter, 
minister; 104 Cedar 
Ridge, Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 
W. Brooks Dr., Evant; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 
a.m., Sunday worship 
10:20 a.m. &  12:30 p.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
FORT GATES CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
4605 St. Hwy. 36 S., 
Gatesville; Sunday 

worship 10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Justin Hall, minister; 
2417 E. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Bible class 9:30 
a.m., Sunday service 
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday 
Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
clases y servicios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays 
– Bible Study 5:30 p.m.; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or 
Steve 254-865-3559.
PEARL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE 
CHURCH OF GOD
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 
Lutheran Church Rd., 
Copperas Cove; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m.   
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, 
Coryell City; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m.
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 
1114, The Grove; Sunday 
School 9 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED 
METHODIST
2 miles north of Ireland on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT METHODIST
235 US-281, Evant; 
Dennis Dutton, Pastor; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
FIRST METHODIST 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children 
& Adult Bible Studies at 6 
p.m. AA meets Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday at 
6:30 p.m.
GATESVILLE UNITED 
METHODISTS
All are welcome. Meetings 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. at J&M BBQ. 
For more information, call 
254-223-0665.
OGLESBY UNITED 
METHODIST
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m.
PIDCOKE METHODIST
Rev. Pete Harris; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
Sacrament services 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
CHURCH
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 W.; Sunday 
services 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday service 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m., 

Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; 
Sunday school 10 a.m., 
Sunday services 11 a.m. & 
6 p.m., Thursdays 7 p.m.; 
2518 Bridge St.; 254-392-
9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Wray Nunn, pastor; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday worship 
6:30 p.m.; Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 
Osage Rd., Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesville; 865-6222. 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Pat Cole, Pastor; 4460 FM 
930, Levita;  Sunday Bible 
Study 9:45 a.m.; Sunday 
worship  10:45 a.m.; 
Tuesday OWLS Kid Group 
6-8 p.m.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, 
Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 
236; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
TABERNACLE OF 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, 
Gatesville;  Sundays 10 
a.m.; Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
254-206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesdays Bible 
Study 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday service, 7:30 
p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor; 1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

REFORMED
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY 
CHURCH
Worship Saturdays 5 p.m., 
Bible fellowship Sundays 
10 a.m.; 4995 FM 929

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
Youth Sunday Service 
9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-
4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles
103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North

Gatesville, Texas 76528
254-865-6131

You will seek me 
and find me when 
you seek me with 
all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 
(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE BUSINESSES.

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint
Plumbing • Electrical

Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 
needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX
254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION
& SEPTIC TANK 
SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE
254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 
DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE

Call 254-865-5212

SATURDAY, July 6, 2024�   The Gatesville Messenger    A9
www.gatesvillemessenger.com
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bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For Appointment

Walk-ins Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995 SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT NOON

3199 Hwy. 6, Clifton, Texas
254-675-7717

HAULING AVAILABLE ANY DAY: 
JARED HUNT 254 223 2486

ANDY’S SALE BARN CAFE
WEDNESDAYS @ 11 AM – BUFFET • BURGERS • SANDWICHES

We want to thank all of our buyers and sellers for 
their support. We will be closed July 3rd to 

celebrate the holiday.Have a safe 4th of July!

We’ll Buy Your 
Gold & Silver

Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 7/1/24).......

$2330.80
SILVER (XAG/USD 7/1/24)..........

$29.25

 

Hay  cutting  and  baling,  5x5 
1/2 round bales, net wrapped. 
Larry Riddle 254-248-2205 
00030894

035

Wanted
 

61 year old female looking for 
gentleman to spend time with. 
254-216-1431. 
00030906

037

Help Wanted
 

Johnson Roofing is currently 
hiring  Experienced  Commer-
cial  Roofers,  Experienced 
Metal  Framers  Immediately. 
$500  Hiring  Bonus  after  1st 
week  of  employment!  Top 
Pay and Benefits! Email re-
sumé HR@JRoof.com 
00030898

045

Services
 

ASHLEY’S 
LANDSCAPING & 

SERVICES:
Tree Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, French Drains, 

and Moving Services. 
254-239-8842

John 3:16
Like us on Facebook

00030896

 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial & Resi-

dential. Free Estimates.
254-466-5128

00030890
 

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00030891

 
074

Houses for Rent
 

3BR/2BA,  2  car  garage,  re-
cently  updated,  large  fenced 
backyard,  $1750/mo.,  $1750 
deposit. No pets. 1 year lease. 
Rental references, background 
and  credit  checks  required. 
254-248-5760 
00030888

099

Public Notices
 

The forever benefit on a land 
patent  located  in  Coryell 
County,  Texas  is  being  per-
fected  upon  Coryell  County, 
Texas.  Anyone  interested  in 
examining or challenging this 
claim  by  08.17.2024  do  so 
here:  http://AmericanMeet-
ingGroup.com/chase 
00030856

 

Application  has  been  made 
with  the  Texas  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Commission  for  a 
Wine and Malt Beverage Re-
tail  Dealer’s  On-Premise  & 
Food and Beverage Certifi-
cate  by  GPL  Restaurant  Inc 
DBA El Tapatio #2  to be  lo-
cated  at  1509 E Main Street, 
Gatesville,  Coryell  Co.,  Tex-
as. Officer of said corporation 
is Gustavo Perez - Pres/Sec 
00030881

 

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE OF SALE: NOTICE 
IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  BY 
HORNET  STORAGE  II  OF 
GATESVILLE  TX  TO  THE 
FOLLOWING  PERSONS 
LISA BROWN.
UNIT #28
THAT ON THE 5TH DAY OF 
APRIL AT 9AM AT 322 FM 
107 GATESVILLE, TX. THE 
GOODS  IN  YOUR  UNIT 
WILL BE SOLD IN ORDER 
TO SATISFY YOUR STOR-
AGE LIEN AS SET FORTH 
BY  TEXAS  LAW.  THIS  IS 
THE 3/22/2024. 00030889

 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas  Property  Code,  Ideal 
Self  Storage-Gatesville,  lo-
cated  at  425  SH-36  Bypass 
N,  Gatesville  TX  76528,  is 
having an online auction. The 
property is being sold to satis-
fy the landlord’s lien. The sale 
will be held at storageauctions.
com beginning Monday, July 
15,  2024  at  11  A.M.  Seller 
reserves the right to withdraw 
any  property  from  the  sale 
upon payment in full. Bidding 
sale will end on Monday, July 
22, 2024 at 11 A.M. Units to 
be  sold:  Meghan  Ranaghan, 
Jennifer  Takacs,  Cassandra 
Ward.  Inventory:  Household 
goods,  clothing,  tools,  and 
misc. 
00030882

 

NOTICE OF UNIT 
AUCTION

Notice  is  hereby  given  by 
Gatesville Storage of the sale 
of contents, by public auction, 
of the following units, pursu-
ant to the assertion of a man-
ager’s possessory lien against 
them,  in  order  to  collect  the 
amounts due on them:
Brown, Robert          K7
Firebaugh, Jonathan D17
Kennedy, Nikki        A09
Keown, Vicki           A16
Mora, Antonia          J12
Gober, Darlene         K18
Kruzenski, Scott       E11
The  auction  will  be  held  at 
9:00  a.m.,  Saturday,  July  20, 
2024 (weather permitting - no 
precipitation or freezing tem-
peratures), at Gatesville Stor-
age, 2215 E. Main St., Gates-
ville, Texas. 
Terms: Cash.  00030905

**FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE WITH 
ONE YEAR COMMITMENT FOR SPECIFIC AREA’S LVNS, 

CMAS, CNAS
BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments 
 Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• MDS Coordinator – FT
• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts   
 for Charge Nurse and Nursing
• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts   
 for Charge Nurse and Nursing 

• Occupational Therapist – FT
• Physical Therapist Asst – FT
• COTA – FT
• CNA/NA – FT All Shifts 
• CMA/CNA – FT All Shifts

EOE.

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at
www.CoryellHealth.org

humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation 
• Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

   • Matching 457B    
      investments 
   • Tuition Reimbursement 

• Health, Dental, Life and
   supplemental Insurances

EOE.

SOME POSITIONS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN ON BONUS. 
ASK FOR DETAILS.

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT
LIVING:
• CNA – FT & PRN, Night Shift
MEDICAL CLINIC:
• Clinic Registration Supervisor
• Clinic Nurse Manager 
CULINARY: 
• Patient Dining Associate 
• Cook 
DIALYSIS: 
• RN Charge Nurse
• LVN – Part Time
EMPLOYEE HEALTH: 
• Employee Health RN
EMS:

• Paramedic – FT & PRN
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT:
• RN – FT Night Shift 
• PRN – All Shifts 
HOUSEKEEPING:
• Housekeepers – FT
• Landscaper – FT or PT
ICU:
• RN – FT All shifts
LAB:
• Point of Care Assistant – FT
RADIOLOGY:
• CT/X-Ray Tech – PRN; TDH 
MRT  & ARRT w/1 yr. exp. in 
CT/X-Ray

MED/SURG: 
• RN House Supervisor – Night Shift
• RN or LVN – PRN Night Shift

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas
Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054
TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

Roads • Tanks • Driveways, 
Septic Systems • Land Clearing

Building Pads • Trenching
254-432-1705

CELL 254-216-2938

NOLTE’S CONSTRUCTION

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject
to the Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin, or
an intention, to make any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination.” Familial
status includes children un-
der the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people
securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity
basis.
To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 1-
800-669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

For complete listings: www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

Johnny Burks 
254-223-0833

• 3/2 Austin Stone Home, 378 Tom Sawyer St., Evant. Renovated bathroom, dual 
vanities, walk-in shower, large living room, all electric appliances in Kitchen, .579-
acre lot, small storage shed and attached garage. $193,000

• 1.469 ac. Lampasas River Place Subdivision, Lampasas River frontage, good tree 
cover, electricity along property line, Kempner water along front. $125,000

• 5.01 ac., Lot 62 Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Evant, Langford Branch, roll-

• 5.01 ac., Lot 64 Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Evant, Langford Branch, roll-

• 10.01 ac., Lot 53 in Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Langford Branch, rolling 

• 10.01 ac., Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido Subdivision, Evant, TX. Good tree 
-

sion. $109,000
• 10.01 ac., Lot 140 Phase 6 Rio Escondido Subdivision, Evant, TX. Rolling terrain, 

• 10.01 ac., Lot 3 Phase 6 Rio Escondido Subdivision, Evant, TX. Rolling terrain, 
good tree cover, stock tank, seasonal creek along back of the property. $130,000

• 10.01 ac, Lot 41 Ph 6 Rio Escondido Subdivision, Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 

• -
cently remodeled, approx. 2400 sq. ft. living, rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, 
700 ft of Cow House Creek frontage. $589,000 

• 12.08 ac. Lot 23 Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision Evant, Langford Branch, great-

You will need to drill a water well. $275,000
• 16.64 ac. Lot N 31 PR 2902, Hamilton TX. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, fully 

fenced, electricity at the road. $140,000
• 16.5 ac. Lot 42 Phase 4 Rio Escondido Subdivision, Evant. Good elevation & tree 

• 20.02 ac. Lot 25 Phase 6 Rio Escondido Subdivision, Evant, TX, Dry Branch, 
good tree cover, rolling terrain. Electric & Fiber Optic Internet. OWNER FINANC-
ING AVAILABLE. $218,500

•
large master BR, his & her closets, 2 living areas, 14’x35’ sunroom, laminate 

for a carport, outbuildings, water well, rolling terrain, good tree cover. $639,500
• 24.437 ac. Tract 3, Purmela, TX, CR 182. Rolling terrain, good tree cover, paved 

country road, you will need to drill a well for water, no restrictions. $216,000
• 30.528 ac. East of Evant, great views, scattered tree cover, small pond, electricity 

across the road, you will need to drill a water well. $305,280.
• 38+/- ac. South of Pearl, TX, Coryell County, FM 183 frontage, rolling terrain, 

scattered tree cover, nice views, great home site. $372,400
• 41.0457 ac. Hamilton, CR 404, rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, approx. 25 

acres farmland, 2 tanks, & good fences. $449,000
• 58.51 ac. 3/2 frame home, 6630 FM 183, Evant, TX, water well, several 

outbuildings,rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, 2 tanks. $459,303
• 71.572 ac. Flat, TX, CR 931. rolling terrain & scattered tree cover, several out-

buildings, rural water & electric at barn, completely fenced, easements in place to 
preserve the agricultural & recreational resources of the land. $590,469

• 147.567 ac. CR 136, West of Gatesville, property is divided into three pastures, 
one stock tank and good perimeter fencing and cross fencing. $1,032,969

• 574.02 ac. Coryell & Hamilton County, Purmela, TX. 3/2 home, 3/2  mobile home, 
50 ft X 100 ft metal building with 2/1 living quarters, & smaller barn. Paved road 
frontage, Multi-County Water meter & water well. 3 stock tanks and seasonal 
creek, good tree cover, rolling terrain and over 100 ft change of elevation. The 
ranch is cross fenced and has a set of pipe working pens in the middle of the 
ranch. $3,932,037 Ad2

BROKER:
Calvin Burks

Bus. 254-471-5738
Cell 254-865-3601

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525

Lindy Burks
254-206-0643

AGENTS:

015

Farm & Ranch

037

Help Wanted
037

Help Wanted

045

Services
045

Services

TREE  WORKS  Tree  Ser-
vice:  tree  trimming,  removal 
&  stump  grinding.  Free  esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030892

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN: Tile, sheet-
rock, painting, decks, 
fences, flooring, windows, 
siding, roofing, texturing. 
Cecil Woodson, 254-216-
3835. 00030895

060

Garage Sale
MORE  ELECTRONICS! 
07/09  -  07/13!  The  Boys 
&  Girls  Club  Resale  Shop, 
1706  E.  Main.  Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m. 00030878

 

HUGE SALE: Sat., July 13, 
8-3. 919 Cedar Ridge Road. 
Antiques, Collectibles, Power 
Tools, Pottery Kiln, Pottery 
Wheel, Gas Edger, Riding 
Mower, Deer Feeder, Stamp 
Collection, Ton of Miscel-
laneous. You name it, we got 
it! Everything priced to sell. 
Don’t miss this sale. 00030907

070

Land & Lots

102

Real Estate
102

Real Estate

099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices

Need to
Place a

Classified
Ad?

Call 865-5212
116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX
(on the square)
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES
3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723
Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Ja
yd

ie
 D

ix
on

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 216-1516
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER
SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell
254.865.9137 Fax

chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 
your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002
COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE
254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS
254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
Fence Row Clearing 

Barbed Wire
Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Advertise.
Inspire. Sell.

Call The Gatesville Messenger to 
reserve this space, 254-865-5212.

Gatesville Animal Shelter honored with No-Kill Award
BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH 
Staff Writer

This past week, the Gates-
ville Animal Shelter and 
its animal control officers 
announced its recent rec-
ognition for achieving and 
maintaining “no-kill” status 
in 2023 by exceeding a 90 
percent save rate for cats 
and dogs.

“It means a lot to the ani-
mal shelter to get an award 
recognizing our effort to 
keep these animals alive 
and thriving until we find 
a placement for them out 
of our shelter, that being 
adoptions or transfers to 
rescues,” Interim Chief of 
Police Cody Lee said.

The award was given to 
the local shelter by the Best 
Friends Animal Society, 
which is a national animal 
welfare organization dedi-
cated to ending the killing 
of dogs and cats in Ameri-
ca’s shelters by 2025.

According to animalhu-
manesociety.org, “To be 
considered no-kill, a shelter 
or rescue must have at least 
a 90 percent placement 
rate for the animals in their 
care.”

Over the course of this 
past year, 47 dogs have 
been adopted out or trans-
ferred to an animal rescue 
center, including 20 cats.

“Most of the cats we get 
are outside community 
cats, who are then spayed 
and neutered and released 
thanks to our trap neuter 
and release (TNR) program,” 
Chief Lee said.

The TNR program has 
saved 41 cats as of June, 
this year.

Only two animal control 
officers, Douglas Glimp and 
Crystal Cockrell, take care 
of the animal shelter and all 
animal control calls in the 
city limits of Gatesville.

Each week, the number 
of dogs and cats taken in 
varies, but based on the 
current report in 2024, the 
Gatesville Animal Shelter 
has averaged rescuing three 
to four dogs a week. Due to 
the city’s TNR program, the 
number of cats taken in has 
reduced, though the shelter 
still averages about two 
to three a week, they are 
mostly trapped, neutered, 
and released.

The Gatesville Animal 
Shelter currently houses 15 
dogs and five cats that are 
available for adoption.

“Adopting from your local 
animal shelter and rescues 
is important because it 
directly impacts the lives 
and welfare of the animals 
in your area,” Chief Lee 
expressed.

To set up an appointment 
with the Gatesville Animal 
Shelter, call the Gatesville 

Police Department’s non-
emergency line at 254-865-
2226 or visit the police 
department’s lobby.

“We would be happy 
to show you any of the 
wonderful animals housed 
in the Gatesville Animal 
Shelter,” Chief Lee said.

The Gatesville Animal 
Shelter also takes dona-
tions, whether that be 
monetary or by providing 
dog and cat food as well as 
supplies. All donations are 
to be dropped off at the 
Gatesville Police Depart-
ment, located at 200 North 
8th Street.

“The animal shelter’s 
main goal is the health 
and welfare of the animals 
and the citizens of the City 
of Gatesville,” Chief Lee 
expressed. COURTESY PHOTO

Animal Control Officers Douglas Glimp (left) and Crystal Cockrell are 
pictured after receiving their recognition with ‘The Best Friends Net-
work’  for being a No-Kill Shelter.

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

The month of July has 
always been heralded as 
one of the hottest months 
in Coryell County. Today, 
with the humidity levels at 
record peaks, a 100-degree 
temp may feel like 105. 
Looking back through The 
Gatesville Messenger, a 
few hot dates in July stand 
out. The words used in 
these hot weather accounts 
include broiling, sweltering, 
and blistering.

July 26, 1957

The lowering clouds and 
scattered showers fur-
nished a measure of relief 
from the broiling July heat. 
It broke a string of five 
straight days of 100-de-
gree weather, Gatesville, 
which got only .08 inch of 
rain, after the mercury had 
bubbled to 105 on Sunday. 
The cooler weather served 
as a sound to charge for 
millions of crickets as well. 
They have been swarming 
into downtown Gatesville 
in a mass invasion covering 
the sidewalks and clinging 

to the fronts and sides of 
buildings.

July 20, 1962
Coryell County is current-

ly sweltering through a July 
heat wave that had seen 
temperatures climb to the 
100-degree mark or higher 
for eight straight days. The 
prospects were the ninth 
consecutive day of 100-de-
gree weather reading. While 
the hot weather has been 
hard on the human race, 
farm crops are thriving.

July 22, 1966

Mercury vaults to 104 
degrees.

The Gatesville area, swel-
tering in a July heat wave, 
wiped away the sweat and 
watched the temperature 
hit a blistering 104 degrees 
at mid-week with no relief 
in sight. It had topped the 
century mark again as the 
string of 100-degree days 
were stretched to seven.

August 2, 1968
In an ordinary year, 

Gatesville would have 
experienced several days 

of 100-degree weather by 
this time, but the mercury 
hasn’t reached the century 
mark this summer, accord-
ing to Martin Clary, junior 
high science instructor who 
is the Gatesville observer 
for the U.S. Weather Bureau.

July 26, 1997
By July 23, 1996, Gates-

ville residents had already 
endured 17 days of 100+ 
degree temperatures. So far, 
1997 is a different story. 
The first 100 days of the 
summer was reported by 

Nathan Cooper, Gatesville’s 
official weather observer 
for the National Weather 
Service. He reported the 
first official 100-degree day 
of the summer in Gatesville.

Texas is well known for 
its hot weather during the 
month of July. Some con-
sider Texas to be one of the 
hottest states in the United 
States. Some parts of the 
state experience peak tem-
peratures as early as May or 
as late as September. 

July heatwaves in Coryell County in years past
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