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Gatesville resident, Dixie Neel, recently celebrated her 93rd birthday. Neel, who is known as an avid reader, visits the Gatesville Public 
Library every week and collects two bags of books, which she reads and then returns to the library the following week for two new bags. 
Neel could be considered one of the library’s best customers or patrons. At 93, the love of reading continues to be a joy in her life. Pic-
tured left to right are GPL Director Shea Harp, library employee Adara Fincher, Dixie Neel, and library employee Becky Jones.

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

Subcontractors and 
representatives from the 
county were served a 
barbeque lunch on Thurs-
day, June 20, to celebrate 
the progress of the new 
building. 

The purpose of a 
“topping out” ceremony 
is to honor a project’s 
milestone. According to 
Miron Construction, the 
ceremony is a construc-
tion tradition that occurs 
when the final structural 
beam is raised into place, 
completing the building’s 
frame. 

Also called the Leon 
Street Annex, the building 
is scheduled to be com-
pleted by January 2025. It 
will house the 440th Dis-
trict Court, justice-of-the-
peace courts, constables 
for Precincts 3 and 4, and 
Texas Game Wardens. 

GRIB’S CONSTRUCTION
& SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

GARY GRIBBLE, OWNER
254-865-1236
254-248-4171

• State Certified Installer of Septic Systems
• Asphalt • Dirtwork • Gravel Roads & Drives
• Backhoe & Maintainer

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION 
& SEPTIC TANK 

SERVICE

Staff Reports 

Although the Coryell 
County Disaster Recovery 
Center closed on June 26, 
residents impacted by re-
cent storms between April 
26 and June 5 can still ap-
ply for disaster assistance 
until July 16.

To apply for disaster 
assistance online or by 
phone, visit the following 
resources:

• Go online to disaster-
assistance.gov/

• Download the FEMA 
App for mobile devices: 
https://www.fema.gov/
about/news-multimedia/
mobile-products.

• Call the FEMA helpline 
at 800-621-3362 between 
6 a.m. and 10 p.m.

For other Disaster Re-
covery Center locations, go 
online to fema.gov/drc.

For the latest informa-
tion on Texas disaster 
recovery, visit fema.gov/
disaster/4781

Disaster assistance for 
private roads and bridges 

FEMA may also provide 
funds to repair private-
ly-owned access roads 
and bridges that were 

damaged by the storms, 
according to a media advi-
sory distributed by FEMA. 
To qualify, residents must 
be the owner, and the 
home must serve as the 
primary residence. 

A FEMA inspection is 
required to determine if 
repairs are necessary for a 
vehicle to access the prop-
erty. In addition, property 
owners must meet at least 
one of the following condi-
tions:

• The road and/or 
bridge is the only access to 
the property. 

• No one can access the 
home due to damaged 
infrastructure.

• The homeowner is 
responsible (or shares 
responsibility with other 
homeowners) for maintain-
ing the privately-owned 
access route.

• The safety of the 
home’s occupants could 
be adversely affected, be-
cause emergency services 
vehicles, such as an am-
bulance or fire truck, can-
not reach the residence. 
However, this will only be 

ANOTHER CHAPTER FOR DIXIE NEEL FEMA assistance 
still available

PLEASE SEE FEMA | A2

‘Topping out’ celebration held at new district court site 

KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Butler-Cohen, one of Coryell County’s contractors for the development of a new district court in downtown 
Gatesville, held a topping out ceremony for the project’s construction team. 
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Staff Writer

U.S. Independence Day is 
just around the corner, and 
there are plenty of oppor-
tunities to catch a firework 
show, parade, or festival in 
Central Texas.  

The following local events 
offer plenty of opportuni-
ties to celebrate the Fourth 
of July and create memories 
with family and friends: 

Gatesville City Fireworks 
Show

Gatesville’s annual 
firework show will take 
place on July 4, starting 
approximately at 9 p.m. 
The fireworks will set off in 
the field behind McKamie 
Stadium on S. 27th Street.

Viewers can sit in the 
vicinity of Gatesville ISD 
campuses, such as setting 
up chairs in parking lots or 
setting down blankets and 
chairs in grassy areas. 

This year’s show is 
sponsored by the City of 
Gatesville with a generous 
donation from H-E-B.

Grace Bible Church July 4th 
Celebration 

The community is wel-
come to join Grace Bible 
Church for their annual 
Independence Day celebra-
tion on July 4 from 5:30 
p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

The event includes a 
variety of free food and ac-
tivities, including barbeque 
sandwiches and hot dogs, 
train rides, music, bingo, 

inflatables, and more. Food 
is served until 8 p.m. 

Grace Bible Church is lo-
cated at 4012 U.S. Highway 
84 in Gatesville. 

Copperas Cove 4th of July 
Celebration

LaunchPoint Community 
Church is hosting its fourth 
annual Copperas Cove 4th 
of July Celebration at Ogle-
tree Gap on July 4. 

The festival includes food 
trucks, live entertainment, 
local market vendors, rides, 
inflatables, a firework show, 
and more. 

Gates for the event open 
at 3 p.m. The cost to enter 
is $5 for parking. Ogletree 
Gap is located at 1878 Post 
Office Road, Copperas 
Cove, TX. 

Belton’s 4th of July Celebra-
tion

The Belton Area Chamber 
of Commerce will kick off 
its weeklong 4th of July Cel-
ebration with a downtown 
street party on Saturday, 
June 29. The event will fea-
ture live music, food trucks, 
craft beer and wine, activi-
ties and games, and more.

This family-friendly event 
is open to the public at no 
charge in downtown Belton.

Live musical entertain-
ment will be performed 
on the Vista Real Estate & 
Cory Herring Homes Stage 
in front of the Historic Bell 
County Courthouse. The 
street party starts at 5:30 

p.m. with live music start-
ing at 6:30 p.m.

Belton will also hold its 
Fantastic Patriotic Parade 
on July 4. The Patriotic 
Program will start at 8 a.m. 
and the parade will begin at 
9 a.m.  

This year’s theme is “100 
Years of Rodeo.” The pa-
rade begins at Main Street 
(FM317) from the Univer-
sity of Mary Hardin-Baylor 
south to the Bell County 
Courthouse, then east on 
Central Avenue and north 
on Birdwell to the Belton 
Police Memorial. 

Fourth of July Fun Fest & 
Fireworks Show in Temple

Celebrate Independence 
Day at the 26th Annual H-E-
B Fourth of July Fireworks 
Show at Crossroads Park 
in Temple on July 4. Park 
guests are encouraged to 
bring lawn chairs, picnic 
baskets, and blankets. 

Admission is free and 
open to the public. The 
park opens at 6 p.m., and 
the firework show will start 
at 9:30 p.m. with a new 
Drone Show introduction 
provided by Texell Credit 
Union. 

Crossroads Park is 
located at 1020 Research 
Parkway. 

Red, White & Blue Music 
Festival in Killeen 

The Red, White & Blue 
Music Festival will take 
place in historic downtown 
Killeen at 200 East Avenue 

D on July 6 from 6-10 p.m. 
The festival will include 
fireworks, food trucks, live 
entertainment, and a Jeep 
Jam. 

The firework show begins 
at 9:30 p.m. The event is 
free, and lawn chairs are 
welcome. 

Fourth on the Brazos in 
Waco

The annual Fourth on the 
Brazos celebration in Waco 
will take place on July 4 at 
Touchdown Alley next to 
Baylor University’s McLane 
Stadium, located at 1001 S. 
MLK Blvd. Gates will open 
at 6 p.m. 

The event will feature 
food, drinks, and live music 
and entertainment from DJ 
Eddie Rose, former Journey 
lead vocalist Steve Au-
geri, a patriotic ceremony 
by the Waco Community 
Band, and HEB fireworks.  
The fireworks will be shot 
above the river between 
Touchdown Alley and the 
Ferrell Center and will be 
visible along both sides of 
the river, the Ferrell Center, 
and from areas around the 
Baylor campus.

Admission is free. For 
more information about 
parking or the event, visit 
https://www.brazosnight-
swaco.com/fourth-on-the-
brazos

Schedule of events: 
• 6:30 p.m. – DJ Eddie 

Rose
• 7:30 p.m. – Former 

Journey lead vocalist Steve 
Augeri

• 9:10 p.m. – Patri-
otic Ceremony by the Waco 

Community Band
• 9:15 p.m. – H-E-B Fire-

works Extravaganza

Ear, Nose or
Throat Problems?
CORYELL HEALTH HAS YOU COVERED

(254) 865-2166
CoryellHealth.org

For over 20 years, our new ENT,
Dr. Bradford Holland, MD, has been providing 
high-quality ENT care to patients of all ages.

Dr. Ashley Brindley, Au.D., has practiced 
audiology in Central Texas for over nine years 

for both adults and children. 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS IN GATESVILLE

Fireworks
Show

Thursday, July 4, 2024
Begins at Dark (around 9:30 pm)

The fireworks will be set off in the vicinity of 
Gatesville I.S.D. and will be visible from 

multiple parking areas. 

FREE TO EVERYONE

Presented by Sponsored by

Celebrate July 4th with these local patriotic events  

considered if access was 
available before the disaster 
occurred. 

When multiple house-
holds share a privately-
owned access route, 
assistance is shared among 
applicants, requiring ad-

ditional coordination and 
documentation between 
FEMA and each applicant. 

The U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA), 
FEMA’s federal partner 
in disaster recovery, may 
also help provide financial 

assistance to repair private 
roads and bridges. Home-
owners who share private 
access roads and bridges 
with other homeowners 
may be eligible for SBA 
disaster loans. Agricultural 
property is not eligible, 

but a private access road 
to the farmer’s residence 
and personal contents may 
be eligible under disaster 
home loan criteria. 

Learn more about SBA 
Disaster Loans by calling 
customer service at 800-

659-2955. For those who 
are deaf, hard of hearing, 
or have a speech disability, 
please dial 7-1-1 to access 
telecommunications relay 
services or email Disaster-
CustomerService@sba.gov.

For information on agri-

cultural property, please 
contact the local Farm 
Service Agency through 
the USDA Service Center 
Loactor: https://offices.
sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/
app?state=tx&agency=fsa 

FEMA
FROM PAGE A1
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A photo taken  from last year’s fireworks display hosted by the City 
of Gatesville. 



She is a phenomenon, an 
icon, and an entertainer 
whose success is truly not 
comparable to those who 
came before her. Since her 
entrance into show busi-
ness in 2006, she has been 
nothing short of a musical 
comet soaring across the 
heavens with an intensity 
never previously experi-
enced. 

She is the first performer 
whose wealth comes 
primarily from music, who 

can genuinely be classified 
as a billionaire. She sold 
over 200 million records by 
2019!

This past year Taylor 
began her “Eras Tour,” and 
tickets were priced at a ri-
diculously high amount. But 
no one ever experienced the 
sticker shock Swift fans re-
ceived once her April 19 al-
bum was released. Once her 
new music was introduced, 
her remaining nine U.S. 
tour shows had an aver-

age, just-to-get-in-the-door, 
price of $2,600 a ticket! No, 
that is not a misprint; I am 
not hallucinating: accord-
ing to Billboard Magazine, 
it is a fact. This means for 
two 16-year-olds to go to a 
concert in New Orleans or 
Indianapolis, the cost would 
be over $5,000! What does 
it say that the shows were 
sold out?

Here are some numbers 
that will shock you. Accord-
ing to Billboard, if, instead 
of going to the concert in 
New Orleans, a “Swifty” 
would travel to Paris to see 
the same show, the base 
ticket price was 87% less! 
This literally means two 
people could buy concert 
tickets for a Paris show, fly 
there, stay in a nice hotel, 
experience Paris and return 
home, and still be money 
ahead. Why were tickets 
cheaper in Europe? There 
was still a large demand, 
and the shows sold out, but 
Europeans would simply 
not pay like Americans, and 
the promoters knew that.

I am not going to chal-

lenge the affection fans 
have for Taylor Swift. They 
adore her, and there is 
nothing wrong with that. 
Just two weeks ago some-
one who I musically admire, 
George Strait, had the larg-
est ticketed event in the his-
tory of North America. Over 
110,000 fans attended the 
show with the host, Texas 
A&M, setting prices from 
$59 to $3,000 per ticket. 
Remember, 110,000 people 
were at this single show. 
Clearly, paying huge num-
bers for a concert ticket 
is not limited to young 
teenage girls; it crosses all 
demographics.

The thought that runs 
through my mind is: how 
many people who went to 
those shows were late mak-
ing their car payment, ran 
up the balance on a credit 
card that was already too 
big, or failed to meet some 
other financial obligation 
because they went to the 
show? I am afraid to learn 
the answer.

Personally, I have a hard 
time trying to imagine 

spending this kind of mon-
ey for a couple of hours 
of entertainment. These 
are not people saving their 
lunch money and doing 
without because they want 
to go to the concert next 
weekend. These are people 
spending three or four 
months’ worth of groceries 
to go to a show, maybe even 
the cost of several months’ 
worth of house payments! 
Their priority was not on 
the amount of the expendi-
ture, but what they wanted 
to do in the instant. Not 
only do they want to do 
whatever they wish, but 
they also seem to feel like 
they are entitled to it. 

Have I ever spent money 
foolishly? I guess that 
would be a matter of opin-
ion and I am sure I have 
demonstrated poor judg-
ment a time or two. But 
what happened to meeting 
obligations first and then 
spending what is left over 
on fun and frivolity? I keep 
hearing people complain 
about how families are 
struggling, how inflation 

is robbing them, and how 
it is tougher to get by. I 
think some of that may be 
true, but at the same time 
it is a lot tougher when 
people spend money they 
don’t have on things they 
don’t need at a time when 
they shouldn’t be spending 
at all. Life never told you 
that you were entitled to 
something just because you 
desired it. There once was a 
time when folks knew that 
and practiced it. 

At the end of the day, I’m 
not sure the folks who go 
about seeking the instant 
gratification they cannot 
afford are any happier than 
their counterparts — they 
are just poorer.

Thought for the day: I 
want my children to acquire 
all the things I could never 
afford; then I am going to 
move in with them!

Until next time…I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out!
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Are times tough, or are expectations out of control?

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist 
and newspaper executive. He is also 
an author, playwright, actor, and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

O
ver the course of the past year, Taylor 
Swift has been performing concerts 
around the country and around the 
world. 
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DEADLINES:
Submit all news articles,  

classifieds and display advertising by 
10am Tuesday for the Saturday issue. 

Articles about events that have 
occurred 30 days prior to submission 

will not be accepted. However, they 
will be accepted as paid advertise-
ments. 

All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 
newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.
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WENDY COLE

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Wendy Cole!

Wendy has served as the City Secretary for the City of 
Gatesville for 13 years and has been employed with the 
city for over 30 years. She enjoys supporting the City 
Council and city staff with city projects and continu-
ing efforts to make Gatesville an excellent place to live 
and work. She has lived in Gatesville since 1977. When 
asked what her favorite thing about Gatesville is, she 
said, “That we are able to live the slower-paced life, 
neighbors know one another and we recognize each 
other when we are out and about in town, and we look 
out for one another, and work together.”

Wendy likes to read The Gatesville Messenger and 
said, “We can read about what is happening in our town 
and the surrounding communities - local news and 
activities our citizens really want to know and need to 
be informed about including city and county activities, 
school and sports highlights, healthcare updates, and 
church activities. It’s great to have a hometown news-
paper that highlights and makes us aware of who’s 
doing great things for our community and lets us learn 
about local businesses, fundraisers, and events that 
matter so much to all of us!”

If you happen to see Wendy around town, say hello. 
She is one of us!

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

After two tornadoes hit 
the Temple area on May 
22 and caused destruction 
to several businesses and 
homes, first responders and 
staff from Gatesville went 
out of their way to help 
their neighboring communi-
ties. 

 Interim City Manager 
Brad Hunt recognized 
several individuals for their 
service, including members 
from the City’s Water Of-
fice, Street Department, and 
the Gatesville Fire Depart-
ment. They were presented 
with Meritorious Service 
Awards at a Gatesville City 
Council meeting on Tues-
day. 

Hunt said the City of 
Gatesville responded to the 
emergency in two ways. 

First, three crews set out 
to assist in the search and 
rescue efforts in Temple 
on the night the storm hit. 
Water Distribution Super-
intendent Chad Newman, 
Street Department Supervi-

sor Brent Kirchmeier, and 
Fire Chief Billy Vaden an-
swered the call and quickly 
gathered the crews and the 
heavy equipment that they 
needed. 

“Those crews then 
worked through the night, 
into the morning of May 23, 
in Temple, providing crucial 
support to the efforts 
there,” Hunt said. 

According to the Na-
tional Weather Service, an 
EF1 tornado and an EF2 
tornado touched down in 
the Temple area.  The EF2 
tornado had winds of up 
to 120 miles per hour and 
traveled for three miles on 
the evening of May 22.  The 
area also received damage 
from straight-line winds. 

Several local broadcast 
channels reported that at 
least 30 people were injured 
during the storms. 

Due to the severe weath-
er, the Water Intake Plant 
on Belton Lake lost electric-
ity and caused hundreds of 
power outages, including 

in Gatesville. The damage 
in West Temple directly 
affected Oncor’s service to 
the intake plant, because 
it receives electricity via a 
line across the lake, Hunt 
explains. 

Water Production Supervi-
sor Zeb Veazy and his crew, 
along with Newman and his 
crew, worked throughout 
the night to maintain water 
production and ensure that 
water storage tanks would 
not run empty before power 
was restored.  

“Throughout the night 
and into the day on May 
23, we became aware that 
it could take an extended 
time to restore electricity 
to the intake plant,” Hunt 
said. “While working to ad-
dress this emergency, your 
city staff faced extreme 
challenges with continuing 
severe weather, sleep depri-
vation, flooded roadways 
to the intake plant, and 
a non-functional back-up 
generator.” 

Hunt adds that Oncor 

was able to restore power 
about an hour before the 
water storage tanks ran dry, 
and a water emergency was 
averted.

 The service awards were 
presented to the following 
staff: 

• Water Production Super-
visor Zeb Veazy and crew, 
including Andrew Cullar, 
Bodie James, Chris Barr, 
and Matt Hlavinka 

• Water Distribution Su-
perintendent Chad Newman 
and crew, including Crew 
Supervisor Dale Allen, and 
Water Maintenance Opera-
tor Nic Ortega 

• Street Department 
Supervisor Brent Kirchmeier 
and crew, including Equip-
ment Operator Garrison 
Shaffer, and Street Main-
tenance Operator Steven 
Mitchell

• Fire Department Chief 
Billy Vaden and crew, 
including Firefighter Phil 
Gregory and Lieutenant Sam 
Hendricks  

KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Interim City Manager Brad Hunt presented several City of Gatesville staff members with Meritorious Service Awards for their efforts in re-
sponding to severe weather that hit the area in May.  

Gatesville first responders, staff honored 
for service during Temple storms 

Come meet your new 
best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 
need a family to love them back.
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Whatever happened to …
20 YEARS AGO (2004)
Main Street manager 

Jenny Mabry was hired by 
the City of Gatesville and 
would serve as a communi-
cations director.

The Gatesville City 
Council was developing an 
ordinance to require resi-
dents to take responsibility 
for keeping structures and 
yards clean, sanitary, and 
safe.

The Gatesville Indepen-

dent School District was 
expected to receive more 
money from the state after 
trustees designated hazard-
ous routes to the school.

The American Legion Post 
42 presented two new flags 
to Coryell County Judge 
John Hull.

Counselor II Ronnie East 
was named the May “em-
ployee of the month” for 
the Gateway Foundation.

30 YEARS AGO (1994)

Former President George 
W. Bush was set to visit 
Gatesville in July.

A new county map was 
finished for the 911 ad-
dress plan.

The Red Barn Restaurant 
in Jonesboro advertised 
catering services.

The Coryell County Mu-
seum had copies of its 1994 
Cookbook for sale.

A man was stabbed at 
Smitty’s Bar.

40 YEARS AGO (1984)
William Electric and Sup-

ply Company opened at 
116 State School Road on N. 
Highway 36.

Gatesville City workers 
began laying 6” pipes to 
improve water service to 
residents along College 
Street.

The overpass that would 
carry Highway 36 loop traf-
fic over Highway 84 in East 
Gatesville began to take 

shape.
Texas Governor Mark 

White filed a formal request 
that Coryell County be de-
clared a disaster area due to 
drought conditions and the 
previous winder’s freeze.

Unemployment continued 
to decline in Coryell and 
Bell counties.

50 YEARS AGO (1974) 
Robert M. Scott resigned 

as city judge.
Dr. Stephen Eeds an-

nounced his intentions to 
leave Gatesville.

Coryell County decided to 
wait to re-roof the county 
courthouse.

A completely remodeled 
Dairy Queen was set to have 
its grand opening.

Sure-Save Food Store 
advertised ice cream for 69 
cents per ½ gallon.

SUDOKU
Puzzle answers 

from the June 22, 

2024 issue.
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bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For Appointment

Walk-ins Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

We’ll Buy Your 
Gold & Silver

Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 6/26/24).......

$2297.60
SILVER (XAG/USD 6/26/24)..........

$28.71

Submitted item 

A Barrel & Pole Jackpot 
Benefit will be held on 
Friday, July 12, for Jessica 
Blanchard. The event will 
be hosted by the National 
Timed Pattern Racing As-
sociation and will be held 
at 301 Veterans Memorial 
Drive in Gatesville. Sign ups 
open at 5:30 p.m., and there 
will be no late fee or dress 
code.

Fees will include $20 Bar-
rell Entry, $15 Pole Entry; 
$15 Office Fee; $5 per Exhi-
bition; and Barrels and Poles 
are each $100 added.

National Timed Pat-
tern Racing Association 
– Current Coggins Texas is 

required. The office opens 
at 5:30 p.m. Entries will be 
open until the last runner. 
Draw will be announced, 
and you can check your 
draw number on draw/
results board at the bottom 
of the announcer’s stand. 
Exhibitions are run before 
each event. Exhibitions will 
be offered for 30 minutes 
or until completed. Barrel 
Jackpot starts at 7 p.m. Pole 
Bending exhibitions and 
Jackpot will follow immedi-
ately after barrel race.

Pre-entries are now open. 
Contact Kaitlin at 254-223-
9123 for more information 
or to pre-enter.

Submitted Item

Marshall Brown, Sons of 
the Republic of Texas lec-
turer, will be the speaker 
at the July 9, 2024 meet-
ing of the Coryell County 
Genealogical Society. Mr. 
Brown is a Coryell County 

native, who is descended 
from the Nimrod Brown 
family.

“San Jacinto” is the 
topic for Mr. Brown’s 
program. San Jacinto is 
associated with several 
famous events in Texas 
history, including the Run 

Away Scrape that pre-
ceded the decisive Battle 
of San Jacinto.

Genealogists use his-
tory to enhance their 
understanding of their 
ancestors’ lives, and the 
study of our colorful 
Texas history can uncover 

some interesting family 
information.

The public is welcome 
to attend the 6 p.m. 
meeting at the Gatesville 
Public Library located at 
111 N. 8th Street.

Marshall Brown to present CCGS Program

Fundraiser set to benefit 
Jessica Blanchard

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

Coryell County has 
experienced significant 
flooding over the years, 
including recent damage 
in the spring that caused 
people to lose homes, 
livestock, and more. As 
a result, the county will 
receive a nearly $2.5 
million drainage study to 
help prevent and plan for 
future flood events.   

The Texas General Land 
Office (GLO) awarded 
the funds to Texas A&M 
AgriLife Blackland Re-
search & Extension Center 
in Temple who will lead 
the study alongside the 
American Conservation 
Foundation (ACF). The 
project will focus on the 
Leon River and Cowhouse 
Creek Watersheds – areas 
prone to flash flooding 
that impacts the county 
and its surrounding com-
munities. 

The GLO announced the 
grant money at a Coryell 
County Commissioners 
Court meeting on Tues-
day. 

“The whole intent 
from our viewpoint is to 
model the two rivers – the 
Cowhouse Creek and the 
Leon – and then suggest 
ways to build structures 
that might help with flood 
mitigation. Not just flood 
control, but also water 
storage and water man-
agement,” said Jet Hayes, 
the Deputy Director of 
Integration at the Texas 
General Land Office. 

The study is the begin-

ning of several projects 
that will focus on devel-
oping solutions to flood 
problems within the 
county. 

“Coryell County is 
uniquely situated near the 
center to the lower end of 
the Cowhouse Creek and 
Leon River Watersheds, 
but just above Lake Belton 
Dam, creating a situation 
that is prone to flooding,” 
said David Jones with Nat-
ural Resources Solutions 
(NRS), a consulting firm 
working with ACF on the 
project. “During the last 
10 years, Coryell County 
has experienced several 
flood-related disasters, 
which has prompted 
state and local officials 
to review and address 
flood problems in Coryell 
County.”

The study will help the 
research groups plan an 
automatic flood warning 
system that will alert local 
officials and citizens of 
roadway flooding in real-
time. Jones said Coryell 
County will monitor and 
receive notifications from 
the flood alert system 
once it is implemented.

“This will alert road-
way users in real-time 
of life-threatening flood 
hazards, and it will alert 
officials of incoming 
flood events, including 
the locations, extent, and 
duration of each event,” 
Jones said. “Additionally, 
this data will be used by 
state agencies as part of a 
state-wide monitoring and 
information system.” 

The study will also 
help develop surface and 
groundwater models that 
will use local data on 
lakes, creeks, and under-
ground water sources like 
aquifers to help predict 
current and future flood 
events. The models will 
also be used to build the 
flood warning system. 

“Texas A&M and our 
group will work together 
over the next two years to 
build a flood model, and 
then we are going to build 
a flood warning system 
over that model – so that 
people don’t get stuck like 
they did a few weeks ago, 
and school buses aren’t 
driving through the water 
and that kind of thing,” 
NRS President Steve Man-
ning said. 

Last week, NRS distrib-
uted a survey on behalf 
of Coryell County that 
asked residents about 
how flooding has affected 
their home and commu-
nity. Jones said the data 
from the survey is an 
integral part of the infor-
mation they are collect-
ing for the overall flood 
project. 

“We felt it was impor-
tant to capture the pub-
lic’s flood event concerns 
as close as possible to an 
actual flood event, so we 
rolled the public survey 
out as soon as we could,” 
Jones said.

The research groups 
will eventually use the 
findings to develop a 
comprehensive flood miti-
gation program for the 

two watersheds, which 
will allow the county to 
apply for funds to help 
protect citizens from 
future flooding, such as 
adding bridges to low 
water crossings.

Following recent popu-
lation growth and severe 
drought conditions, short-
ages from local water 
sources, such as Belton 
Lake, are also a concern. 
June Wolfe, a research 
scientist with the Texas 
A&M Blackland Research 
Center, said the flood 
models will also help the 
county plan and search 
for alternate forms of 
water supply.  

“The models have 
multiple applications, not 
just for flood mitigation, 
but also for planning for 
future water supply for 
local citizens,” Wolfe said. 

The flood study is a 
joint effort between sev-
eral government agencies 
and regional organiza-
tions.  The Leon River Wa-
tershed covers more than 
1,300 miles across Central 
Texas, and the Cowhouse 
Creek Watershed mainly 
affects areas within Fort 
Cavazos. 

“This truly is, and I 
hope everyone appreci-
ates what a collective 
and team effort this has 
been,” County Judge 
Roger Miller said. “This is 
not just a Coryell County 
thing. This is a regional 
impact. It goes beyond 
borders.”

KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Representatives from Coryell County, the Texas General Land Office, Texas A&M AgriLife Blackland Research & Extension Center, American Conservation Foundation, and other local agencies, cities, and counties 
joined together on Tuesday at Commissioners Court to announce a nearly $2.5 million study on flood prevention for the county. 

Coryell County to become center of 
$2.5 million flood mitigation study  

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT NOON
CLOSED JULY 3RD

3199 Hwy. 6, Clifton, Texas
254-675-7717

HAULING AVAILABLE ANY DAY: 
JARED HUNT 254 223 2486

6-26-24 SALE
Weigh  Bulls 165-172
Weigh Cows 135-150

Cow Calf Pairs  NO TEST
Bred Cows NO TEST
Replacement Bulls  NO TEST

#1 Type Steers
200-300 lb. NO TEST
301-400 lb.             320-402
401-500 lb. 270-325
501-600 lb. 265-313
601-700 lb. 245-287

#1 Type Heifers
200-300 lb. NO TEST
301-400 lb. 285-315
401-500 lb. 265-317    
501-600 lb. 250-277
600-700 lb. 225-243

ANDY’S SALE BARN CAFE
WEDNESDAYS @ 11 AM – BUFFET • BURGERS • SANDWICHES



Kay and Corlisa will 
love seeing you, so stop 
by and visit and enjoy a 

shopping adventure. Also, 
the Pearl Bluegrass event 
is a great opportunity for 

nursing homes, retire-
ment homes, and assisted 
living residents to get out 
and enjoy a day of music 
and fun for free. There is 
no admission to sit in the 
auditorium to listen to the 
various bands that come to 
play on the stage. The stage 
show begins at 1 p.m. and 
usually goes on until about 
5 p.m. Besides listening to 
the bands, visiting and just 
being out in the country 
in Pearl is refreshing and 
delightful. Truly, there’s no 
place like Pearl! Please let 
your activity directors in 
the various area senior set-
tings know all about Pearl. 
They’ll love you for it.

The Pearl Church of 
Christ will hold its annual 
Revival on July 6 and 7, 

with an ice cream supper 
following the service on the 
7th. The church service will 
begin at 7 p.m., with the ice 
cream fellowship immedi-
ately following. The Sunday 
morning church service be-
gins at 10:30 a.m. Everyone 
is invited to attend and to 
bring friends, family, and 
people you just met with 
you. 

Two of our Pearl super-
stars are shining again. 
Cooper received fourth in 
4H State Animal Science 
Education, and Riley placed 
first in the 12/13 age group 
in discus at Crawford. We 
are so proud of these kid-
dos. The future of Pearl is 
looking bright indeed!

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Psalm 46:  God 

is our refuge and strength, 
a very ready help in trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear, 
though the earth shakes, 
and the mountains slip into 
the heart of the sea; though 
its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains 
quake at its swelling pride. 
There is a river whose 
streams make the city of 
God happy, the holy dwell-
ing places of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her, 
she will not be moved; God 
will help her when morning 
dawns. The nations made 
an uproar, the kingdoms 
tottered; He raised His 
voice, the earth quaked. 
The Lord of armies is with 
us; the God of Jacob is our 
stronghold. Come, behold 
the works of the Lord, who 

has inflicted horrific events 
on the earth. He makes 
wars to cease to the end 
of the earth; He breaks the 
bow and cuts the spear in 
two; He burns the chariots 
with fire. “Stop striving 
and know that I am God; I 
will be exalted among the 
nations, I will be exalted 
on the earth.” The Lord of 
armies is with us; The God 
of Jacob is our stronghold. 
NASB

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page, and the 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore and 
Resale Shop Facebook page. 
Please submit any Pearl 
news to betsyclark47@
yahoo.com
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F
uture dates for Bookstore and Pearl Blue-

grass days are July 6, Aug. 3, Sept. 14 

(second Saturday due to a longstanding 

booking for a reunion), Oct. 5, Nov. 2, and 

Dec. 7. Mark your calendars. 

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

PEARL NEWS

Pearl Church of Christ Revival set for July 6 and 7

Pulled Pork, Hamburgers, 
Hot Dogs, Salads & Desserts

11am to 3pm
at

American Legion, 
Post 43

214 Watts Lane
Gatesville, TX

Sponsored by
American Legion Post 42

and 
Exchange Club of  Gatesville

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH 
Staff Writer

The City of Gatesville 
has announced that they 
will conduct a free chlorine 
burn during the month of 
July.

Free chlorine burns, also 
known as a free chlorine 
conversion, occur when a 
water system typically uses 
chloramine. The free chlo-
rine burn removes ammonia 
that is needed to form chlo-
ramine from the treatment 
process and disinfects the 
water with only chlorine.

The chlorine burn is a 
common practice by many 
public water systems 
throughout the country to 
reduce the number of bacte-

ria, so that a satisfactory 
disinfectant residual can be 
maintained throughout the 
distribution system.

The process can also be 
used as a preventative strat-
egy or to stop nitrification, 
which is a microbial process 
that converts ammonia and 
similar nitrogen compounds 
into nitrite, and nitrate and 
diminishes water quality.

According to a 2016 
EPA survey, 25-40% of the 
utilities that use chloramine 
reported using free chlorine 
burns to control nitrifica-
tion.

Prior to the free chlorine 
burn process, it is impor-
tant to know that when a 
proper conversion is con-

ducted it can often cause 
the water to have a differ-
ent taste and odor than 
when using chloramine for 
disinfection.

According to the Texas 
Commission on Environ-
mental Equality, there are 
no health effects associated 
with the change of taste 
and odor. Once the water 
system returns to using 
chloramine as a disinfec-
tant, the taste and odor will 
return to normal.

For further details, con-
tact the City of Gatesville at 
254-865-8951.

City of Gatesville to conduct chlorine burn during July

COURTESY PHOTO

City of Gatesville residents may notice a difference in the smell and taste of water during July.

Staff Reports

Mother Neff State Park 
has announced that it will 
host a walk to explore the 
Civilian Conservation Corp 
(CCC) and natural history 
of the park on Saturday, 
June 29, and on Saturday, 
July 13.

The walk will begin at 
9 a.m., so be sure to ar-
rive early to check-in. The 

check-in will be held by the 
bathrooms in the camp-
ground.

The walk will last for 
about one-and-a-half hours 
and will be a one-mile 
round trip. Those attending 
the walk will visit the CCC 
cabin area, the Rock Tower, 
and other CCC sites along 
the way, while also experi-
encing the biology, geology, 
and human impact in the 

park.
There is no cost to partici-

pate in the walk, but there 
will be a park entrance fee 
of two dollars per person 
and 12 and under get in 
free.

Be sure to wear the ap-
propriate clothing and 
footwear for the weather 
and terrain. Sunscreen, a 
hat, and insect repellent, is 
recommended.

Exploration walks at Mother Neff

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Senior 
Center will host a ‘Seniors 
Against Scams’ presentation 
on Wednesday, July 17, at 
10 a.m.

Coryell Health RehabLiv-
ing at the Meadows Admin-
istrator, Maranda May, will 
be the guest speaker and 

will discuss various top-
ics regarding how to keep 
senior citizens safe from 
scams.

According to ncoa.org, 
“Internet scams targeting 
older adults are on the rise. 
In fact, in 2023, most inter-
net fraud complaints were 
filed by adults ages 60 plus 

with losses in that group 
reaching a staggering $3.4 
billion.”

For further information 
regarding ‘Seniors Against 
Scams,’ contact 254-404-
2501.

The Gatesville Senior Cen-
ter is located at 208 North 
Lutterloh.

Senior Center to host program 
on scams against seniors

MUSIC

INFLATABLES

Everyone is Welcome.....Everything is Free!

CORN
CANNON

We’re located one mile east of the loop on the south side 
of  Hwy. 84 – just past the ball park. Come see us!

4012 US Hwy. 84, Gatesville, TX 4012 US Hwy. 84, Gatesville, TX HH 254-248-0053 254-248-0053

H THURSDAY, JULY 4TH H
5:30pm-8:30pm

Please join Grace Bible Church for our annual

TRAIN
RIDES

BBQ Sandwiches • Hot Dogs Drinks • Desserts
(served until 8:00pm)

FREE FOOD
BINGO GAMES



Submitted Item

Summer is the season for 
freshwater harmful algal 
blooms, which can produce 
toxins that are harmful to 
humans, livestock, working 
animals, and pets. The U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA) Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) has several 
conservation practices 
that may help farmers and 
ranchers protect animals 
and people by restricting 
access to contaminated wa-
ter or providing alternate 
water sources.

The ABCs of HABs
Freshwater harmful algal 

blooms (HABs) are usually 
caused by rapid growth of 
blue-green algae (known 

as cyanobacteria) in water 
bodies such as lakes, 
ponds, and streams. These 
organisms can produce 
toxins (known as cyano-
toxins) that are harmful to 
humans, livestock, working 
animals, and pets. Contact-
ing or ingesting contami-
nated water (including 
water spray or mist) can 
result in irritation, illness, 
or even death.

Cyanobacteria are natu-
rally found in water bodies, 
so they cannot be eradicat-
ed. Instead, it’s important 
to understand how and 
why blooms occur. Cyano-
bacterial blooms and their 
potential toxicity often are 
a result of excess nutrients, 
such as phosphorus and 
nitrogen, in water bodies. 

Excess nutrients can come 
from adjacent agricultural 
lands, livestock waste, 
and leaky septic systems, 
among other sources. HABs 
typically form in summer, 
when warm, nutrient-rich, 
stagnant waters, and more 
frequent sunlight increase 
the opportunity for their 
growth.

Treatment of current 
HABs involves chemical, 
biological, or mechanical 
treatment targeted directly 
at the contaminated wa-
ters. Prevention of future 
HABs involves changing 
the conditions that favor 
cyanobacteria, including 
nutrient management of 
the surrounding land and 
trapping or treating nutri-
ent losses to waterbodies.

Risks HABs pose to 
livestock, working animals, 
and pets.

Symptoms of cyanotoxin 
exposure in animals include:

• vomiting
• excessive salivation
• fatigue
• staggered walking
• difficulty breathing
• weakness
• convulsions
• liver failure
In severe cases, HAB poi-

soning can lead to death. 
Therefore, any potential 
intoxication needs to be 
immediately addressed by 
qualified professionals.

NRCS is not the author-
ity on HAB symptoms 
in animals and humans. 
Please refer to the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
website for further infor-
mation on HAB symptoms 
or contact your state or 
county health department.

Steps you can take if a 
potential exposure to cya-
notoxins has occurred:

1. Eliminate animal ac-
cess to the suspected con-
taminated water source.

2. Wash animals with 
clean water and monitor 
for symptoms of exposure 
to cyanotoxins. Isolate any 
animals exhibiting symp-
toms and seek veterinary 
care as soon as possible.

3. An alternative source 
of livestock drinking water 
might be needed.

4. Contact the appropri-
ate state agency for sam-
pling and testing guidance 
to test the water source 
for HABs and cyanotoxins. 
It is not safe for landown-
ers to sample the water 
themselves without proper 
personal protective equip-
ment and procedures.

5. If a HAB occurs, there 
is potential for recurrence. 
Therefore, the waterbody 
should be monitored.

6. Adopt conservation 
practices that reduce the 
risk of livestock exposure 
to HABs and prevent and 
reduce nutrient loading 
to waters to minimize the 
risk of future HABs occur-
rences.
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“Whether it’s airplanes 
or cars or tractors or 
trucks, or anything like 
that, it’s just been part of 
my life forever.  I got my 
first 4-wheeler when I was 
three.”  

Geoff is a fifth-gener-
ation cotton farmer and 
got a lot of family history 
from his great-grandfa-
ther.

“His dad traded a horse-
drawn wagon for a double 
barrel shotgun, and that 
wagon was one of the first 
vehicles they had.  We’ve 
been cotton farmers ever 
since.”

Geoff found out he had 
a knack for writing in his 
junior year in high school 
when the teacher had the 
class write research pa-
pers.  He chose the history 
of the Chevrolet Corvette.

“She was reluctant to 
write about that, but I told 
her if she would let me 
write about it, it would be 
one of the best papers she 
ever got.  Sure enough, 
I ended up getting the 
second or third highest 
score in the class.  After 
she graded it, she handed 
it back to me and said, ‘I 
want you to know, you 
already have a fine art of 
BS.’ “

One day he saw his 
11-year-old daughter and 
his 10-year-old son watch-
ing television and thought 
the program material was 
kind of sappy.

“I thought it was an 
insult to my kid’s intel-

ligence and I could do bet-
ter than that.  So, I decided 
I wanted to write some 
books about cars ‘cause 
that’s what I knew best.”

In recent years, Geoff 
has written three chil-
dren’s books, aimed at 
young readers.  

“These stories are all 
special to me, because 
there’s a lot of my real life 
tied up in them.”

He likes to write good 
stories with a message.  
Some mention mentoring.  

“How older people take 
the younger people under 
their wing and let ‘em use 
their tools or whatever it 
is.  It doesn’t have to be 
cars, any hobby.  This is 
our tradition, how they get 
passed down from genera-
tion to generation, and I 
realized how many people 
in my life had shown me 
how to do things and had 
gotten me to the point 
that I am now.”

He has a fourth book 
coming out soon.  It was 
composed while driving 
his smart tractor.  He has 
two novels in the works.  
Geoff has sold some of his 
books.

“I’ve given away more 
than I’ve sold, but yeah, 
I’ve sold a few.  I like 
to go to car shows and 
carry some books with 
me.  When I see kids, I just 
hand ‘em out.  The books 
are all titled “Bumpers 
Garage,” one, two & three.  
My website is bumpersga-
rage.com.

TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Car stories for kids

G
eoff Holladay lives on a farm near 
Lamesa.  He has always been interest-
ed in engines.  

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series. CITY OF GATESVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENT
June 19
9:46 a.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in 
the 2500 block of Bridge 
Street.
2:58 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1200 block of E. Main 
Street.
4:21 p.m., a welfare 
concern was reported in 
the 1200 block of E. Main 
Street.
8:27 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
200 block of N. Lovers 
Lane.

June 20
12:27 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
100 block of River Oaks 
Drive.
1:32 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of 
S. State Highway 36.
4:49 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 2400 block 
of Bridge Street.
8:52 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1200 block of Golf Course 
Road.

June 21
1:59 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 500 
block of E. Leon Street.
9:29 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of Golf Course Road.
11:40 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
900 block of Bridge Street.
12:10 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 
block of N. 14th Street.

June 22
2:55 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
200 block of Creek Cliff 

Drive.
7:08 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 1500 block of W. Main 
Street.
9:36 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of Sims Circle.
11:30 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
800 block of E. Main Street.

June 23
10:56 a.m., an armed 
suspect was reported in 
the 5500 block of W. U.S. 
Highway 84.
2:11 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 2900 block of S. State 
Highway 36.
6:43 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of Karen Circle.
9:01 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
600 block of Andrews 
Street.

June 24
7:57 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 2800 block of S. State 
Highway 36.
12:54 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
800 block of E. Main Street.
10:20 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
500 block of E. Leon Street.
11:44 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
500 block of Bridge Street.  

June 25
12:39 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the1000 block 
of E. Leon Street.
1:59 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2200 block of 
Bridge Street.
5:34 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
2800 block of S. State High-
way 36.

6:41 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 2300 block 
of Osage Road.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
June 19
10:36 a.m., a theft was 
reported on County Road 
139.
3:23 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in 
Mound.
5:59 p.m., animal neglect 
was reported on Bald Knob 
Road.
8:53 p.m., suspicious 
persons were reported in 
the 600 block of Mountain 
Road.

June 20
9:19 a.m., a theft was 
reported in the 2900 block 
of Mimosa.
9:58 a.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 2100 block of 
Hay Valley Road.
10:01 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported 
in the 200 block of Reno 
Road.
10:53 a.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 1400 
block of FM 107.

June 21
1:56 a.m., suspicious per-
sons were reported in the 
500 block of E. Leon Street.
12 p.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 100 
block of West Bound Clear 
Creek.
3:57 p.m., illegal dumping 
was reported on County 
Road 245.
11:47 p.m., suspicious per-
sons were reported in the 
300 block of Liberty Street.

June 22
9:50 a.m., found property 
reported in the 500 block 

of River Oaks Drive.
4:42 p.m., a neighbor dis-
pute was reported in the 
200 block of Harrell Drive.
5:57 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 200 block 
of Harrell Drive.
8:46 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
100 block of Harrell Drive.

June 23
11:57 a.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 2700 
block of Big Valley Road.
12:05 p.m., fraud was 
reported in the 5500 block 
of FM 1829.
1:57 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
2800 block of Horseshoe 
Bend.
2:43 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
4200 block of County Road 
107.

June 24
12:45 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
600 block of Highway 84.
11:15 p.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 2700 block 
of Greenbriar Road.
2:51 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Harrell Drive.
8:11 p.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported on E. 
Highway 84.

June 25
1:58 a.m., shots fired were 
reported in the 1700 block 
of Old Osage.
6:14 a.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported in the 
100 block of Cedar Circle.
8:21 a.m., shots fired were 
reported in the 900 block 
of Greenleaf.
10:09 a.m., found livestock 
reported in the 1100 block 
of County Road 137.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of June 19 – June 25.  While 
there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. People are reminded that only 
emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or 
to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

The DISPATCH

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 
Call 254-466-5128

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION
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This year will mark the 
87th annual Gatesville 
Riding Club Rodeo, which 
will be held Aug. 1-3 at 
the rodeo arena located on 
Veteran’s Memorial Drive. 
Gates will open at 6 p.m., 
and the rodeo will begin at 
6 p.m. nightly. 

Mutton Busting will be 
held nightly, as well as  
“Bubble Balls and Bulls,” 

and Jr. Barrel Racing.
Normal ticket prices will 

be $15 adults, $10 kids 
ages 6-12, kids under the 
age of 5 will be free.

Those wishing to partici-
pate in the rodeo should 
call 254-493-8954 on 
Sunday, July 28, between 7 
and 9 p.m. for pre-entry. 

Follow the latest rodeo 
information on Facebook 
at Gatesville Riding Club.

Protect livestock from harmful algal blooms

Gatesville Rodeo to 
be held Aug. 1-3

Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Sale every WEDNESDAY at noon

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

June 26, 2024:

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 375-465 
300-400 lb. 350-435 
400-500 lb. 300-345
500-600 lb. 265-320
600-700 lb. 245-285
700-800 lb. 235-265
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 300-435
300-400 lb. 285-375    
400-500 lb. 265-310
500-600 lb. 245-285
600-700 lb. 225-255
700-800 lb. 210-235
Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 140-157
Low Yielding 125-135     
Fats 130-145
Thin & Shelly 100-115
Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 145-184
Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   2700-3300
Young Fair 2100-2700
Aged Pairs Split & Weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 1600-2450
Number of Head 646

CLOSED JULY 3RD.
HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!



Pearl Telephones and Kay 
Pruett --Part I
By Jann Dworsky 

Mr. Charles Freeman 
wrote “History of Pearl, 
Texas” in 1969, and it 
includes many delight-
ful stories. Mr. Freeman 
was born Nov. 29, 1903, 
four miles east of Pearl. 
He spent his entire life 
with the people and soil 
he loved. Below are some 
delightful excerpts from 
his book about life in 
Pearl, Texas. The next two 
articles also include much 
information from his 
book. His daughter, Mrs. 
Inez Arnold, remembers 
her father traveling many 
miles, working to collect 
the photographs, geneal-
ogy and stories for this 
book. She also was born 
and raised in Pearl and at-
tended 11 grades there.

Amazingly, telephones 
came to Pearl about 1908 
or 1909, and Mr. Freeman 
was instrumental in its 
organization. The system 
was soon a non-profit 
rural telephone com-
pany. There were directors 
elected by the people who 
owned telephones. The 
people had to buy their 
own telephone boxes, wire, 
and post. They erected 
their own service lines 
and kept them repaired, 
and the directors would 
employ someone to oper-
ate the switchboard. Mrs. 
Susie Smith operated the 
switchboard for about 24 
years. At one time, the 
regular phone bill was 40 
cents per month. Later, it 
went to 75 cents and then 
to $1.25 plus a few cents 
tax. 

The people depended 
on the operator to be their 
“information bureau.” If 
your clock stopped, all 
you had to do was call the 
operator for the time of 
day, or, if someone was 
sick or had died in the 
community, all the details 
could be learned by calling 
“central.” At one time, 
Pearl Telephone Company 
had direct lines to Purme-
la, Izoro, Evant, King, and 
Lampasas, and all the calls 
that were put through 
these central stations were 
free because they were 
all rural free telephone 
systems. 

The Pearl Telephone 
Company was one of 
the last old-time rural 
telephone systems in 
Texas to go out of busi-
ness. In 1964, a modern 
dial system was built 
into the community from 
Gatesville, and the Pearl 

Telephone Company faded 
away. 

Mrs. Kay Pruett is also a 
long-time resident of Pearl 
and writes the articles, 
“News from Around Pearl,” 
which I enjoy very much. 
She was kind enough to 
agree to an interview.  It 
was delightful to meet her 
and hear her stories about 
Pearl today and long ago. 
Her parents were Henry 
Glenn and Laveail Ballard 
Hermann. Kay was born 
right in the middle of 
World War II, and gasoline 
was scarce. Dr. Kermit 
Jones was coming from 
Gatesville on a horse to 
help with her birth. It had 
rained the night before, 
and the creek was full and 
running fast. Dr. Jones 
hung on to his bag and let 
the horse swim the creek. 
He made it just in time for 
the delivery. 

************
Kay told me that she 

was born at home in a 
small barn wood-type 
frame house just east 
of the King community. 
Her mother had attended 
Pearl School in 1928-1929. 
After the Pearl School 
closed in 1958, some of 
the old records remained 
in a tiny superintendent’s 
office just outside the 
auditorium. Pearl folks 
were working to clean up 
the building in the early 
1990’s, and a report card 
for Kay’s mother was 
found and brought to her 
sister, who gave it to her. 
It is a wonderful treasure 
for her family. The sub-
jects taught were spelling, 
writing, math, geography, 
history, and English, and, 
of course, her mother 
made good grades. 

Her father was a farmer, 

rancher, and carpenter. At 
the time she was born, he 
was working cutting wood 
all day long for 75 cents 
a day and the use of the 
little gray house. Later, 
they moved wherever he 
worked on ranches in west 
Texas as well as in the oil 
fields. When Fort Hood 
offered employment, they 
moved back to Pearl, and 
Kay started Pearl School in 
Mrs. Mamie Keeton’s sec-
ond grade. Kay’s parents 
bought a farm in Pearl 
and lived there until their 
deaths in 1997 and 2001. 

For 25 years, Kay 
worked at a motor freight 
company in Dallas for 
a nice employer and his 
family until she retired in 
1987. She moved back to 
Coryell County and still 
lives there today. 

Pearl is the location of 
the famous Pearl Bluegrass 
Festivals and the Pearl 
Book Cottage. Kay and her 
longtime friend, Linda Ray, 
are partners and found-
ing members of the Pearl 
Book Cottage where they 
raise money for charity. 
Linda Ray has compiled 
four books, The Pleasure 
and Profit Club (a women’s 
quilting club), The Pearl 
House Book (2 volumes), 
Pictures of Pearl, and The 
Little Girl from Pearl by 
Doris Preston Queener. 
These are for sale at the 
Pearl Book Cottage on 
the first weekend of the 
month at the Pearl Blue-
grass Festival.

The Pearl School was 
built about 1917 when vot-
ers passed a $4,000 bond 
to build the rock building. 
On November 20, 1941, 
the Pearl School burned 
and was rebuilt. The rock 
front and some of the 
interior cement walls re-
mained and the new build-
ing was built around them. 
In 1958 it was consolidat-
ed with the Evant School, 
and the building became 
the very active Pearl Com-
munity Center, which is 
the location of the Pearl 
Bluegrass Festival. There 
are two nice photos of the 
Pearl School at Coryell 
Museum in the School-
room Exhibit: One is of the 
building used in 1930, and 
the other is of the building 
used until 1958.   

Coryell Museum and 
Historical Center is open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 
as is our gift shop. Yearly 
Coryell Museum member-
ships are $20 for singles, 
$30 for families, and $40 
for businesses and include 
free admission to the mu-
seum, plus 4 newsletters. 
Of course, large and small 
donations are welcome at 
all times. 

Coryell Museum of-
fers area schools and 
tour groups a delightful, 
guided tour through the 
museum with docents at 
many exhibits. Call the 
museum at 254-865-5007 
to plan a visit. 

Pearl Post Office is 
located in the Back Room 
near the Log Jail. 

Photos of the Pearl 
School are in the School-
room Exhibit.

Gatesville Telephones 
and Switchboard are in the 
Pat Neff Hall.

 

The recipients were 
sophomores Eli Alvarez, 
Nahdiah Appleton, Nevin 
Benning, Roman Wallace, 
and Paisley Wells; juniors 
Devyn Ayala, Raynyah 
Garraway, Katie Hopson, 
Memphis Wells; and senior 
Anna Phillips.  They were 
all nominated by their di-
rectors, Cherith Wells and 

Tim Klingler, but the award 
was given by the Texas Mu-
sic Educators. This award 
is given to students who 
exhibit outstanding quali-
ties for the school year.

Sue Jones visited Monday 
afternoon in Gatesville 
with Kay Branham.

Holly Jones and Sue 
Jones attended Braydie 

Barnard and Zane Beaty’s 
wedding Saturday evening 
in Axtell.

Jerry and Brenda Helms, 
Carolyn and Emma Blak-
ley, and Neil and Christy 
Helms, attended a Texas 
Rangers baseball game in 
Arlington on Sunday.

Those who had birthdays 
this month were Tracy 
Carothers, Chuck Porter, 
Tammy Lawhorn, Pat Pru-
ett, Max McClellan, Loyd 
Hopson, Jeremy Dossey, 
Emily Coward, Neva Hop-
son Groat, Cherie Tatum, 
Hal Hopson, Anna Baldock, 
Slayton Fisher, Beverly 
Pena, Holly Bryant, Andrew 
Eberlein, Lisa Gallaway, 
Mark McPherson, Chad 
Poynter, Billy Hopson, 
Christine Hernandez, Susie 
Hopson, Kimberly Biggs, 
and Pam Hopson.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to 
Paul and Rachel Hopson.

Barbara’s Notes: HAPPY 
4TH OF JULY, EVERYBODY!
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S
everal people of Mound attended the 

TMEA, Texas Music Scholar Award, 

which was bestowed at the Choir Ban-

quet April 27. 

BY BARBARA HOPSON

Mound News 
Correspondent

MOUND NEWS

Students received TMEA awards

Submitted Item

Local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor, Bryan 
Bronstad, recently quali-
fied for the firm’s invi-
tation-only Momentum 
conference in Orlando, FL, 
which recognizes financial 
advisors based on the suc-
cess of their practices and 
client feedback.

Out of the firm’s more 
than 19,000 financial advi-
sors, only 819 who met 
specific milestones were 
invited.

The conference is 
designed to recognize 
some of the firm’s high-
achieving financial advi-

sors who have embraced 
the momentum it takes to 
build and sustain a suc-
cessful practice through 
leadership, service, advice, 
and guidance.

Attendees were im-
mersed in learning oppor-
tunities and a collaborative 
environment designed 
to propel them to even 
greater heights.

Bronstad is a Clifton na-
tive who began his career 
with the Fortune 500 
company in 2018 after 21 
years in education. His of-
fice is located at 701 East 
Main Street on the square 
in Gatesville.

COURTESY PHOTO

 Bryan Bronstad, Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor

Bronstad attends Momentum 
conference in Florida

Staff Reports

Turnersville Baptist 
Church will hold its Vaca-
tion Bible School (VBS) on 
Saturday, June 29, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.

This year’s theme is “The 
Great Jungle Journey: An 
Epic Cruise from Genesis 
to Revelation.” The VBS 
event is for ages four years 
old to fifth grade.

A lunch and snacks will 
be provided for the youth.

For further details, con-
tact 254-421-3974.

Turnersville Baptist Church 
presents VBS June 29

The history of telephones in 
Coryell County, part 3



Staff Reports

Each year, the month of 
June is recognized as Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD) Awareness Month.

According to the Na-
tional Institute of Mental 
Health, an estimated 3.6 
percent of adults in the 
United States had PTSD 
within the past year.

Post-traumatic stress 
disorder can develop after 
exposure to a potential 
traumatic event that is 
beyond a typical stressor. 
Individuals who experience 
PTSD may have persistent, 
frightening thoughts and 
memories of a specific 
event, experience sleep 

problems, feel detached 
or numb, or may easily be 
startled. In severe forms, 
PTSD can significantly 
impair a person’s ability to 
function at work, at home, 
and socially.

Anyone can develop 
PTSD; personal factors 
such as previous trau-
matic exposure, age, and 
gender can affect whether 
a person will develop the 
disorder.

PTSD symptoms usually 
start soon after the trau-
matic event, but they may 
not appear until months or 
years later and could also 
come and go over many 
years.

Within the disorder, 

there are four types of 
symptoms, and to be di-
agnosed you need to have 
each type.

The four symptoms include
• Reliving the event, 

which is also referred to as 
re-experiencing symptoms.

• Avoiding things that 
remind you of the event.

• Having more negative 
thoughts and feelings than 
before the event.

• Feeling on edge or 
keyed up, which is also 
called hyperarousal.

The National Institute 
of Mental Health suggests 
that you should talk to a 
doctor or mental health 
care provider if your symp-
toms last longer than a 

month, are very upsetting, 
or disrupt your daily life.

Post-traumatic stress 
disorder treatment can 
help you regain a sense of 
control over your life. The 
Mayo Clinic states in an 
online article, “The primary 
treatment is psychotherapy 
but can also include medi-
cation.” 

The different types of 
therapy include psycho-
therapy, cognitive therapy, 
exposure therapy, and eye 
movement desensitization 
and reprocessing (EMDR). 

All these approaches can 
help you gain control of 
lasting fear after a trau-
matic event.

For further information, 
visit nimh.nih.gov or mayo-
clinic.org.
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For those wanting to 
hang out by the water for 
Independence Day, the 
Gatesville City Pool will re-
main open on July 4 from 
noon-6 p.m.  

The pool includes a one-
meter diving board, six 
swimming lanes, and three 
children’s slides. Ameni-
ties include restrooms, 
showers, a baby pool, 
patio furniture, shaded 
areas, and concessions 
stand.

Normal hours of opera-
tion are Tuesdays from 
noon-8 p.m., Wednesdays 
from noon-6 p.m., Thurs-

days from noon-8 p.m., 
Fridays from noon-6 p.m., 
Saturdays from noon-6 
p.m., and Sundays from 1- 
6 p.m. The pool is closed 
on Mondays. 

The City Pool is located 
at 300 S. 8th Street. 

Splash Park 
Another way to cool 

down this summer is at 
The Gatesville Splash Pad 
at Raby Park, which is 
open as of May 1, 2024. 

Raby Park is located at 
910 Bridge Street. Operat-
ing hours are 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. every day. Admission 
is free. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS 

June is designated as PTSD Awareness Month.

PTSD awareness observed 
annually in month of June Staff Reports

Businesses and gov-
ernmental offices across 
Coryell County will join 
the rest of the nation on 
Thursday, July 4 in cel-
ebration of Independence 
Day.

Closures for the sur-
rounding area include:

GOVERNMENT
The City of Gatesville 

and the City of Evant will 
be closed on Thursday. 
The City of Oglesby will 
be closed on Thursday, 
July 4, and on Friday, July 
5. The Coryell County 
Courthouse and the Farm 
Service Agency will be 
closed on Thursday.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Extraco Bank, Cadence 

Bank, Educator’s Credit 
Union, and the First Na-
tional Bank of Gatesville, 
Evant, and Oglesby, will be 

closed on Thursday.

POST OFFICES
All local post offices will 

be closed on Thursday.

LIBRARY
The Gatesville Public 

Library will be closed on 
Thursday.

SENIOR CENTER
The Gatesville Senior 

and Multi-Service Center 
will be closed on Thurs-
day, July 4, and will close 
at noon on Friday, July 5.

MUSEUM
The Coryell County 

Museum and Historical 
Center will be closed on 
Thursday.

NEWSPAPER
The Gatesville Mes-

senger will be closed on 
Thursday, July 4, and on 
Friday, July 5. The office 
will reopen on Monday, 
July 8.

Fourth of July holiday 
closures announced

City Pool, Splash 
Park open on 
July Fourth 



EDUCATION
Gatesville   H   Evant   H   Jonesboro   H   Oglesby SATURDAY, June 29, 2024

B1

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Give us a call for all 
your plumbing needs!

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

While most campuses in 
Gatesville ISD employ one 
principal at each of their five 
campuses, it was recently 
decided by the Oglesby In-
dependent School District to 
hire an additional principal 
to help with the growing stu-
dent body.

According to Oglesby ISD 
Superintendent Shane Webb, 
“Our primary goal is to en-
hance the educational expe-
rience and support for all 
students and staff. By creat-
ing two distinct roles, we can 
ensure that the unique needs 
of both our elementary and 
secondary students are met 
with dedicated attention and 
expertise.”

Casey Melton
Casey Melton, who served 

her first year as principal at 
Oglesby ISD from 2023 until 
2024, said that “In the spring 
semester, the decision was 
to implement a second full-
time administrator. It just 
made sense to split the roles 
by campuses, allowing each 
person to take a primary fo-
cus on either elementary or 
secondary components.”

Melton continued, “We 
are able to center our work 
around the diverse needs of 
the students at each level. I 
am excited to continue build-
ing those relationships and 
hone in on the specific needs 

in the secondary grades, 
while still being a part of the 
growth and learning tak-
ing place at the elementary 
level.”

Casey Melton, who served 
as the Oglesby ISD principal 
grades Pre-K through 12th 
grade, is a 2007 graduate of 
Tarleton State University and 
started her career at Killeen 
ISD. In August of 2014, she 
was employed at the Gates-
ville ISD Elementary School 
as a third-grade teacher. Dur-
ing that time, she received 
her Master of Education de-
gree in Educational Adminis-
tration in 2019 and worked 
as assistant principal at 
Gatesville Intermediate from 
2021-2023 before becoming 
principal at Oglesby ISD.

Melton reflected about her 
first year as principal for 
Pre-K through 12th grade, 
“Being in Oglesby, working 
with 4-year-olds to teenag-
ers in single day, and seeing 
how a child starts their aca-
demic career with Pre-K and 
advances to the moment of 
high school graduation is an 
experience that I will forever 
cherish from my first year 
here at OISD.”

Keegan Webb
At present, Keegan Webb 

will serve as the elemen-
tary principal, serving Pre-K 
through 5th grade while 
Melton will take the lead as 

principal in grades from 6th 
to 12th.

Webb became the princi-
pal at Gatesville Elementary 
School in the 2019-20 school 
year. She served five years as 
the principal of the elemen-
tary school and assistant 
principal four years prior to 
that. Webb, a 2000 graduate 
of Gatesville High School, 
received her bachelor’s de-
gree from Abilene Christian 
University and her master’s 
degree from the University 
of North Texas.

Webb previously taught 
for Midlothian and Duncan-
ville ISD’s before returning 
home to Gatesville where she 
taught elementary music, 
middle school choir, third 
grade, served as ESL Coor-
dinator, Special Programs 
Coordinator, and as an assis-
tant principal. In a past com-
ment, Webb said her favorite 
thing about being the princi-
pal of Gatesville Elementary 
“are the amazing students, 
staff, and parents I get to 
work with each day.” 

Upon leaving Gatesville 
Elementary, Webb said, “I 
learned so many things from 
my time at Gatesville Ele-
mentary from curriculum to 
instructional strategies, how 
to build school structure and 
relationships, but mostly I 
believe its where I learned to 
be a leader.”

Gatesville ISD Superinten-

dent, Dr. Barrett Pollard said, 
“Keegan was a real fixture at 
GISD and Gatesville Elemen-
tary. She was very high per-
forming and well-liked by 
everyone. She is also becom-
ing a presence at the state 
level by presenting at TEPSA 
and serving in different ca-
pacities in that organization. 
We’re really going to miss 
her, but it’ll be great for the 
Webb family to be together 
again in Oglesby.” 

Webb’s decision to move to 
Oglesby ISD was made with 
a lot of thought and prayer 
from her family. “The deci-
sion to leave a place you love 
is difficult, and change is 

hard, but we are so excited 
for this next chapter and 
what God has in store for 
us.”

Working together as prin-
cipals, Webb and Melton 
both share a great number 
of ambitions and desires. 
“Casey and I have a long 
working history when we 
worked side by side as prin-
cipal and instructional coach 
in Gatesville. I am so excited 
to jump back in with her. She 
has a passion and enthusi-
asm that I am excited to be a 
part of,” Webb said.

Melton responded by 
saying, “Keegan and I have 
started our journey for the 

upcoming school year by col-
laborating and brainstorm-
ing ideas for the 2024-25 
school year. With the recent 
administrative changes of 
having two campus admin-
istrators and having Keegan 
on board, we knew there 
would be tasks that would 
require our attention, but 
most of our prep so far has 
been geared toward the cam-
pus as a whole and our plans 
for building onto the great 
things already in place at 
Oglesby ISD.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Casey Melton, pictured left, will serve as the secondary principal for grades 6-12 in the 2024-25 school 
year, while Keegan Webb will serve as the elementary principal for Pre-K through 5th grade.

Two are better than one

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

During the summer 
months, work may cease 
for students, teachers, and 
staff, but that is not the case 
for the maintenance and 
custodial crews at the five 
campuses of Gatesville In-
dependent School District. 
Maintenance crews are busy 
year-round keeping campus-
es in tip-top shape.

GISD Superintendent Dr. 
Barrett Pollard said, “The 
maintenance department 
works extremely hard dur-
ing the summer. Not only do 
they have to keep up with 
general maintenance, but 
also the mowing and weed-
eating responsibilities are 
huge. Plus, keeping all the 
HVAC units working in this 
heat is very time consuming. 
In addition, they complete 
special projects during the 
summer that they could not 
otherwise complete when 
students are in session.”

GISD Maintenance Direc-
tor Toby Williams said, “The 
only three windows we have 
to do our work is during 
spring break, the Christ-
mas break, and the summer 
break. However, these win-
dows of opportunity are get-
ting smaller every year be-
cause of camps and summer 
school. Basically, its just July 
that you have a window to do 
a lot of work, because there’s 

still a lot going on in June.”
During the summer 

months, Williams said, 
“There’s a lot more to do, 
and it works out where we 
can get the most work done, 
because we don’t have the 
teachers and students, and 
you can get into the class-
rooms and do what needs 
to be done. Summer months 
give you more time.”

In addition to the main-
tenance crew, the custodial 
workers stay busy during the 
summer, which affords them 
the opportunity to deep 
clean the classrooms, of-
fices, open areas, cafeterias, 
and gymnasiums.

Custodial workers are of-
ten responsible for moving 
classrooms when a teacher 
is reassigned to a different 
grade or room. The custodi-
ans must move classroom 
furniture, school supplies, 
books, and other objects.

In addition to sanitizing 
each campus, they must ad-
dress cleaning desks and 
chairs, walls, and any other 
surface a child or adult may 
have touched that could 
potentially contain germs. 
These dedicated crews often 
have a very short time dur-
ing the summer to perform 
this major task.

The maintenance crew has 
been staying busy the last 
few weeks on remodeling the 

bathrooms at the GHS base-
ball field, along with chang-
ing all the AC filters and 
adding a few offices on vari-
ous campuses where they 
are needed. “We’re building 
a few walls and knocking 
down a few and installing a 
few doors,” Williams said.

As far as grounds mainte-
nance, Williams said, “Mow-
ing is non-stop, especially 
with all the rain we’ve had 
– it’s kind of hard to stay 
ahead of it. We’ve got a crew 
that works on it every day. 
You could have a ten-guy 
crew working on the grounds 
most of the time, but it has 
been hard to maintain with 
the way the rain has been 
lately.

The maintenance work-
ers are currently preparing 
for a project to change out a 
few air conditioning units on 
the roofs of the junior high 
and high school. “We’ll have 
to use a crane for that, and 
that will happen in the next 
couple of months,” Williams 
said.

During the summer 
months, the GISD main-
tenance crew works from 
6 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday. “We 
beat the heat a little bit, and 
everyone likes a three-day 
weekend,” Williams said.

Work continues during the summer break at GISD

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 GISD Maintenance Director Toby Williams inspects a new and wider doorway that is being created in the 
cafeteria at Gatesville Intermediate School to accommodate new kitchen equipment.

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Gatesville Independent 
School District has an-
nounced that local Santan-
na Bay will take on the role 
as horticulture teacher at 
Gatesville High School.

“I accepted the position 
to be the new horticulture 
teacher because of my pas-
sion for growing and caring 
for plants,” Bay said. “I get to 
combine my love of plants 
with the knowledge I have 
gained over my lifetime and 

pass it on to a new genera-
tion, hopefully inspiring a 
newfound appreciation of 
horticulture with our high 
school students.”

Bay is originally from Shin-
er and graduated high school 
in 2003. Following gradua-

tion, she spent four years at 
Texas A&M in College Station 
to obtain her bachelor’s de-
gree in agricultural econom-
ics with a minor in econom-
ics.

After college graduation in 
May of 2007, she later moved 

to Gatesville, and in 2010 she 
and her husband Ryan built 
a home in Mound where they 
currently reside.

Bay and her husband have 
two sons, Greyson and Gra-
ham, who are both in the 
Gatesville ISD school sys-

tem.
She might also be recog-

nized as a familiar face in 
town since her husband’s 
family owns Coryell Feed 
and Supply. She has been 

Bay announced as GHS’ new horticulture teacher

PLEASE SEE BAY |B2
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McCall Real Estate
817 East Main Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

LIFE AT CEDAR BLUFF
Enjoy the peaceful, serene beauty of what Cedar Bluff offers you and your family in 
establishing your dream home place. With the bluff and rolling terrain covered with 
cedar trees and other natural hill country landscape, the freedom of ranch living is 
yours to enjoy. The size of your future home place is of your choice. Whether you 
prefer a smaller or larger ranch, the seclusion and privacy awaits for you at Cedar Bluff.

Cedar Bluff is located just outside of 
Gatesville on the corner of 
State Hwy 116 and FM 1783.
The entrance into Cedar Bluff is on FM 1783.

Mendi McCall
Phone:  936-676-0822
Email : mendi@mccalltexas.com
Web : mccalltexas.com

RANCH STYLE LOTS FROM

2.5 - 11 acres
NEW HOMES OR 

BRING YOUR OWN BUILDER

COURTESY PHOTO

Santanna Bay

employed with the family-
owned business for over 17 
years now.

“While I may not have an 
official teaching degree, I 
have spent the last 17 years 
answering hundreds of ques-
tions daily from customers, 
educating them on plants, 
chemicals, animals, gar-
dens, insects, yard care, and 
anything else they may have 
problems with or questions 
about,” she said. “I use my 
own life experiences to help 
others with their current sit-
uation and formulate a plan 
to best address their needs.”

She expressed that she 
has been teaching people 
of all ages about plants for 
years and being able to talk 

to her customers one on one 
has helped her connect with 
them on a more personal 
level.

“I am able to find out their 
needs and then prepare so-
lutions that are applicable 
to their situation,” she said. 
“My time with Coryell Feed 
has shown me to how build 
strong connections with peo-
ple, which I will carry over 
to the students of Gatesville 
High School.”

Bay said that she is excited 
to be the new horticulture 
teacher because she will get 
to provide students with nu-
merous chances to be hands-
on in and out of the class-
room. She is eager to share 
with students how horticul-

ture can lead them into many 
different career options.

“I hope to show the stu-
dents that learning horticul-
ture can give them a sense 
of fulfillment and purpose,” 
she said.

When asked what her goals 
consist of for the upcoming 
school year, she mentioned 
that she would like to see 
the students have as many 
hands-on opportunities as 
possible.

“I think we all learn better 
when we can be totally im-
mersed in the subject mat-
ter at hand so I would love 
to expose them to as many 
horticultural practices as I 
can during the school year,” 
she said.

She expressed that she 
truly loves learning and is 
always looking for oppor-
tunities to become more 
knowledgeable in differ-
ent subjects, and she wants 
to use that knowledge to 
motivate and empower her 
students to reach their full 
potential as human beings.

“I want to inspire the stu-
dents to pursue their goals 
and develop a lifelong love 
of learning,” she said. “I want 
to create a supportive learn-
ing environment that pushes 
their creativity, inspires 
them to go further, and 
dream bigger.”

BAY
FROM PAGE B1

Submitted item

Gatesville High School 
Choir is proud to announce 
their ten recipients of the 
TMEA Texas Music Scholar 
award, which was bestowed 
at the Choir Banquet on April 
27th.  

The recipients were sopho-
mores Eli Alvarez, Nahdiah 
Appleton, Nevin Benning, 
Roman Wallace and Paisley 
Wells; juniors Devyn Ayala, 
Ranyah Garraway, Katie Hop-
son, and Memphis Wells; and 
senior Anna Phillips. 

The students were nomi-
nated by their Directors 
Cherith Wells and Tim Klin-
gler, but the award was given 

by the Texas Music Educa-
tors Association.  This award 
is given to students who 
exhibit outstanding qualities 
in scholastic merit, musi-
cianship, and citizenship by 
competing in the TMEA All-
State process and UIL Solo 
& Ensemble, participating 
in numerous choral activi-
ties, as well as maintaining 
an overall A average for the 
school year.  

These students are to be 
commended on their high 
level of achievement, as well 
as their consistent dedica-
tion to the Choir Program in 
Gatesville.

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville High School Choir TMEA award recipients are pictured, left to right: Devyn Ayala, Memphis Wells, Nahdiah Appleton,  Eli Alvarez, 
Roman Wallace, Paisley Wells,  Ranyah Garraway, Katie Hopson, and Anna Phillips. 

GHS Choir receives 
TMEA awards

Staff Reports

Oglesby Independent 
School District has an-
nounced that in the begin-
ning of the 2024-2025 school 
year, dual enrollment op-
portunities will be offered in 
collaboration with Tarleton 
Today.

The affordable program 
is for Texas high school stu-
dents who seek to challenge 
themselves and acceler-
ate their college prepara-
tion. Oglesby ISD staff will 
be responsible for teaching 
the courses and will receive 
professional learning and 
development to deepen their 
classroom impact.

Starting this upcoming 
school year, the campus will 
offer Composition I, Ameri-
can Literature, College Alge-
bra, and United States His-

tory classes.
Along with offering dual 

enrollment with Tarleton 
Today, the campus is also 
working with Temple College 
and their Texas Bioscience 
Institute (TBI) Middle College 
Program.

The TBI program will give 
students the opportunity to 
earn up to 60 college credit 
hours in a STEM-focused 
foundational curriculum 
such as science, technology, 
and engineering.

Many students participat-
ing in this program obtain an 
associate degree from tem-
ple College before they even 
graduate from high school.

For further information 
regarding Tarleton Today 
or the TBI Middle College 
Program at Temple College, 
contact Oglesby ISD at 254-
456-2271.

OISD now offering dual 
enrollment opportunities

Visit us at www.Gatesvilletx.info

2307 HWY. 36 SOUTH 
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

254-865-2617

Welcome New & Renewing 
Members:

CMG Home Loans • Main Street Tobacco LLC
Avon • Whitney’s Barbershop • AA Best Bail Bonds

Qwik Pack & Ship • Neutek Solutions
Elevate Hydration • Jones Materials, LLC

Cover2Cover Ministries • Gribble Construction
Roam Roof & Solar • All American Eats & Treats

DAV (Disabled Veterans Association)
Nail Talk • Medina’s Body Shop

Friends Helping Veterans
Booker Tree Sales & Landscape

Cutting Edge Graphics
CandY Pet Palace LLC • McCall Real Estate

Moochi Moon Waffles • The Gatesville Messenger
Ideal Self Storage 

Team Gatesville, Special Olympics Texas
CTWP • Beyond the Clouds - Yellow Rose, LLC.

Sassi’s Boutique • Hidden Gem Family Center
Pembrooke Court Apartments

Handmade by Leasa • JCHM Designs

GATESVILLE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Tarleton State’s Rachael Capua featured on Fort Worth Newsmakers list

Dr. J. Michael Leger named dean of 
Tarleton State School of Nursing

Online student harnesses prior 
coursework, experience to expedite degree

Tarleton State University 

STEPHENVILLE — Tarleton 
State University has named 
Dr. J. “John” Michael Leger 
its dean of nursing, effective 
July 1.

In this role, Leger will 
manage the administrative 
functions of the School of 
Nursing and focus on the 
plans and initiatives that 
support Tarleton Forward 
2030: Our Future-Focused 
Strategic Plan.

He comes to Tarleton 
State after spending 
the past 10 years at The 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch (UTMB) at Galveston. 
At UTMB, he has served as 
a professor, track coordina-
tor for the Master of Science 
in Nursing (MSN) executive 
nurse leadership track, and 
the inaugural interim track 
coordinator for the nursing 

PhD program.
“Dr. Leger is well-

equipped to lead our School 
of Nursing, having over 20 
years of experience as a 
healthcare executive, includ-
ing roles such as chief nurs-
ing officer, vice president of 
nursing, and hospital CEO,” 
said Dr. Ramona Parker, 
associate vice president 
and executive dean for the 
College of Health Sciences. 
“I am excited about the op-
portunities that lie ahead 
and am confident that, un-
der his leadership, we will 
continue to advance and 
strengthen our program.”

During his time at UTMB, 
Leger taught primarily in 
graduate-level programs 
and served as an adviser 
to special initiatives in the 
undergraduate programs. 
He also designed, devel-
oped and initiated an on-

line orientation program in 
2015 called CORE, which 
improved the preparation 
of incoming MSN students 
for the realities and expec-
tations of online education. 
Through the program, the 
university saw improved 
on-time graduation rates 
and lower attrition rates in 
participants.

Additionally, he assisted 
in creating a similar pro-
gram to include RN-BSN 
students, which later ex-
panded to include doctoral 
programs.

“Visiting the campus and 
the people I met during my 
interviews only reassured 
me that I had made the right 
decision to pursue this posi-
tion,” said Leger. “The pride 
of the faculty, staff and 
students in Tarleton State 
University is evident in how 
they speak about the culture 

and the excitement for the 
future. I see nothing but op-
portunity at Tarleton State, 
and particularly the future 
of the School of Nursing. 
I look forward to working 
with Dr. Ramona Parker and 
the faculty, staff and stu-
dents at the university.”

In 2024, Leger received 
the UTMB School of Nursing 
Alumni Association Hall 
of Fame Award. He was 
also the UTMB Academy of 
Master Teachers Faculty 
of the Month recipient in 
February 2023. A registered 
nurse, he holds a doctor-
ate in nursing research and 
education from UTMB and a 
master’s degree in business 
and healthcare administra-
tion from Our Lady of the 
Lake University in Houston. 
He earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in nursing from UTMB.PHOTO COURTESY OF TARELTON STATE UNIVERSITY

Dr. J. (John) Michael Leger

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE — Amber 
Taylor doesn’t have time to 
spare. As a single parent of a 
busy teenager and a full-time 
worker looking to advance 
in her field, she was drawn 
to Tarleton State University 
Online’s flexible route to 
a bachelor’s degree. Now, 
just over two years later, 
Taylor is graduating with a 
Bachelor of Applied Arts and 
Sciences degree in infor-
mation technology with an 
undergraduate certificate in 
cybersecurity.

“Having a degree from 
Tarleton State will open so 
many doors for my future,” 
said Taylor. “I know this is 
what I want to do, and as 
a nontraditional student 
turning 37 the week before 
graduation, I have life experi-
ence on top of proving that 
I can be knowledgeable and 
dedicated.”

Taylor had attended 
Tarleton State after high 
school, but life challenges 
caused her to drop out to 
work full time. She eventu-
ally earned an associate de-
gree elsewhere and worked 
in banking and then infor-
mation technology jobs. She 
currently works for an IT 
support company.

“I knew I wanted to stay 
in this field, and to do so I 
would need to have a degree 
to advance or obtain other 
jobs,” Taylor said. “Since I 
have always loved Tarleton 
State, I started researching 
and found online degree 
plans.” Her adviser reviewed 
her transcripts and sug-
gested the BAAS program, in 
which she could apply previ-
ous course credits as well as 
work experience to complete 
her degree faster and more 
efficiently.

The Bachelor of Applied 
Arts and Sciences (BAAS) de-
gree from the Dr. Sam Pack 
College of Business utilizes 
prior business-related tech-
nical or vocational course-
work, documented employer 
training records, continuing 
education credits or certifi-
cations as sources of credit. 
The program is intended 
to allow students seeking a 
bachelor’s degree to com-
plete coursework quickly.

“This was a huge help fi-
nancially and timewise,” said 
Taylor. “I had such amazing 
help and advising from start 
to finish that ensured I was 
able to utilize my previous 
credits and what degree plan 
would work best for me. It 
was hard at times, manag-

ing working full time, having 
an active high schooler and 
managing being a full-time 
student. But I did it!”

Her daughter was a major 
influence in her decision to 
move forward with her de-
gree, Taylor said.

“She was in middle school 
when I decided to go back 
to college. That age is so im-
pressionable, and I wanted 
her to know that no mat-
ter what happens, if you 
really want something and 
are willing to work hard, 
you can achieve your goals. 
“I am a single mom, and to 
give her what she deserves 
I have to put in the work. I 
try to go to as many of her 
events, games, etc. as pos-
sible,” Taylor added. “Online 
learning was the only option 
for me and discovering that 
Tarleton State could help me 
with that, it was not a hard 
decision to make.”

She said the experience 
also helped her learn to trust 
herself to self-manage and 
prioritize her classes on top 
of her job and parenting 
roles.

“It has helped me learn my 
strengths and weaknesses 
and shown me that I can 
handle stressful times with 
a lot going on.” It can be dif-

ficult to teach yourself, she 
said, but her professors were 
helpful and she experienced 
good communication. She 
would recommend Tarleton 
State Online to anyone 
wanting to continue their 
education.

“There is such a wide va-
riety of degree plans to ex-
plore and find what is right 
for you. It is never too late to 
go back to school.”

Tarleton State University’s 

online option offers more 
than 20 undergraduate 
completion programs and 
22 graduate degrees, all de-
signed for ultimate flexibility 
and affordability to empow-
er busy adults, working pro-
fessionals and lifelong learn-
ers to unlock their potential.

In addition, 10 unique 
professional completion de-
grees allow students to con-
vert experience into credit 
by recognizing the value of 

existing knowledge gained 
through professional train-
ing, certifications and techni-
cal coursework, accelerating 
their degree path.

To learn more about 
Tarleton State Online, visit 
https://www.tarleton.edu/
online/.

To learn more about the 
BAAS options at Tarleton 
State, visit https://www.
tarleton.edu/degrees/
business-baas/.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARELTON STATE UNIVERSITY

Amber Taylor, right, with her daughter, Mattisyn. Taylor said Mattisyn strongly influenced her decision 
to move forward with her degree through Tarleton State University Online.

Tarleton State University 

STEPHENVILLE  — Dr. 
Rachael Capua, dean of 
Tarleton State University 
Fort Worth and vice presi-
dent for external operations, 
has been honored as one of 
27 individuals highlighted in 
the Dallas Business Journal’s 
first ever Fort Worth 
Newsmakers list.

Fort Worth is now the12th 
largest city in the coun-
try and the fastest-grow-
ing big city in Texas. The 
Newsmakers list is com-

prised of business, govern-
ment and education leaders 
who are making decisions 
that will have direct impact 
on the economy, housing 
market and workforce for 
years to come.

Capua plays a key role 
in the growth trajectory 
of Tarleton State’s Fort 
Worth campus, where 24 
new undergraduate pro-
grams will begin serving 
first- and second-year stu-
dents this fall. To accommo-
date new and existing areas 
of study, a best-in-class 

Interprofessional Education 
Building is nearing comple-
tion and will add 102,000 
square feet of classroom, 
laboratory and collaboration 
spaces aimed to increase 
access to quality healthcare 
and education in the region 
and beyond.

In addition to Fort Worth, 
Capua is responsible for 
Tarleton State’s outreach 
locations in Waco, Bryan and 
online, including community 
college relations statewide. 
Effective July 1, the division 
of external operations will 

also oversee extended edu-
cation and lifelong learning 
programs for the university, 
providing flexible and cost-
effective options for person-
al and professional devel-
opment including industry 
specific upskilling through 
self-paced eLearning courses 
and non-credit bearing certi-
fication programs.

“I am deeply honored to 
be recognized alongside this 
list of Fort Worth leaders, all 
of whom I have great respect 
and appreciation for,” said 
Capua. “Each of these indi-

viduals has an unwavering 
commitment to our commu-
nity and its growth. Believing 
in the power of partnership, 
I look forward to continuing 
our work together.”

Enrollment projections at 
Tarleton State Fort Worth 
are expected to reach up to 
10,000 students within the 
next six years, in line with 
Tarleton Forward 2030: Our 
Future-Focused Strategic 
Plan.

A second-generation 
Mexican-American and 
former community college 

transfer student, Capua 
graduated magna cum laude 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in advertising and pub-
lic relations from TCU as a 
Chancellor’s Scholar. She 
earned a master’s degree in 
higher education from the 
University of Oklahoma and 
a doctorate in higher educa-
tion from SMU.

To learn more about 
Tarleton State Fort Worth, 
visit www.tarleton.edu/
fortworth/.

FOR THE LATEST TARLETON SPORTS ACTION OR TO BUY GAME TICKETS, VISIT

TARLETONSPORTS.COM

WANT MORE?
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CORYELL
Kids

COLOR Time

International Fishing 
Day, observed on June 
29th, casts a line of excite-
ment for kids to explore 

the world of an-
gling and ap-

preciate the 

joys of fishing. It's a day 
that celebrates the timeless 
connection between hu-
mans and water, fostering 
an appreciation for nature, 
patience, and the thrill of 
catching a fish.

For children, 
International 

Fishing Day 
offers a 

unique 
oppor-

tunity 
to 

learn the art of fishing. 
Whether they are begin-
ners or experienced young 
anglers, families can plan 
a fishing trip to local lakes 
or rivers. This provides 
kids with the chance to cast 
their lines, feel the antici-
pation of a bite, and expe-
rience the wonders of the 
great outdoors.

Parents and mentors 
play a crucial role on 
International Fishing Day 
by sharing fishing tips and 
techniques. Kids can learn 
about setting up tack-
le, identifying different 
fish species, and under-
standing the significance 
of responsible fishing 
practices. This includes 
learning catch-and-release 
techniques and respect-
ing fishing regulations to 
help preserve the delicate 
balance within aquatic 
ecosystems.

International Fishing 
Day isn't just about 
catching fish; it's an 
opportunity for kids to 
connect with nature. 
Families can spend the 

day by the water, appreci-
ating the tranquility and 
beauty of natural land-
scapes. Fishing teaches 
children patience, focus, 
and an understanding of 
the delicate balance within 
aquatic ecosystems.

Children can document 
their fishing adventures 
through drawings or sto-
rytelling, creating lasting 
memories of the day spent 
by the water. It's also a 
chance for families to share 
stories about the cultural 
significance of fishing and 
its role in communities 
around the world.

Through International 
Fishing Day, kids can de-
velop a lifelong love for the 
outdoors and gain a deeper 
understanding of the in-
terconnectedness between 
people and water. Whether 
it's the thrill of a catch, 
the serenity of a lakeside 
retreat, or the camarade-
rie with family and friends, 
this day celebrates the joy 
and traditions of fishing. 

INTERNATIONAL 

FISHINGFISHING
DAY 

June 29, 2024

To sponsor the Coryell Kids pages, 
call Kaitlyn at 254-865-5212.

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville High School mascot Kari Dudik is pictured at the cheer bake sale that was held on Satur-
day, June 22, at the Salty Senorita. The high school cheer program is currently in the process of raising 
funds for a new one-of-a-kind BUZZ mascot uniform. After hosting various events and bake sales, the 
program currently needs $1,300 left to purchase the uniform. To donate to the cheer program, contact 
acolson@gatesvilleisd.org.

ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville High School Choir program recently held a bake sale on Friday, June 21, at the Salty Se-
norita. A plethora of choir students, along with director Cherith Wells, came together to raise funds for 
the program by hosting the sale. Baked goods included cakes, cupcakes, cookies, and brownies, as well 
as having Bryson’s Sno Dizzle present for snow cones.

Staff Reports

Gatesville Independent 
School District will host 
various sports camps 
throughout the summer.

Each camp will be di-
rected by a high school or 
junior high coach and will 
be assisted by high school 
varsity athletes.

There will be opportuni-
ties to learn fundamentals 
and techniques, as well 
as Hornet schemes and 
terminology.

A concession stand will 
be available during prac-
tices.

2024 SUMMER CAMPS

Volleyball: Monday, July 
8 to Wednesday, July 10 
will be from 8:30 -11:30 
a.m. and will be for first 

through ninth grade 
student-athletes. The cost 
will be $40 per person.

Wrestling: Monday, July 
15 to Friday, July 19, will 
be from 8:30-9:30 a.m. and 
will be for first through 
ninth grade. The cost will 
be $40 per athlete.

Football: Monday, July 29 
to Wednesday, July 31, will 
be from 7:30-10:30 a.m. 
and will be for seventh 
through ninth grade. 
The cost will be $40 per 
athlete.

Soccer: The date is TBA 
(to be announced) as well 
as the cost. First through 
sixth grade will be in the 
spring and fall, and sev-
enth through twelfth grade 
will be on Sunday after-

noons during September 
and October.

Hornet SWARM speed 
strength and condition ses-
sions

SWARM camp for sev-
enth and eighth grade ath-
letes began on Wednesday, 
June 3 and will continue 
through Thursday, July 25. 
The sessions will be from 
8:15-9:15 a.m., and the 
cost is free for all athletes.

SWARM camp for ninth 
through twelfth grade ath-
letes began on Wednesday, 
June 3 and will continue 
through Thursday, July 25. 
It will be from 7-8 a.m., 
and the cost is free for all 
athletes.

For further details, con-
tact Gatesville High School 
at 254-865-8281.

CHEER BAKE SALE

CHOIR BAKE SALE

GISD summer camps continue

Staff Reports

Righteous Roots recently 
announced that they will 
host a softball tourna-
ment on Saturday, Aug. 10, 
for the community. This 
will be the first of a few 
upcoming fundraisers that 
Righteous Roots will be 
hosting.

The tournament is de-
signed for individuals 18 

years or older. There will 
be a five-dollar gate fee to 
enter the ballpark, and it 
will cost $20 per umpire 
and $200 per team.

The tournament will 
feature a homerun derby 
for $20, closest to the pin 
for $20, and a homerun 
band for $20. It will be five 
dollars per home run and 
for each out taken.

Vendor booths will be 

available as well for $40 
per booth. To sign up to be 
a vendor, contact 254-223-
0608.

Registration is avail-
able now and will end on 
Thursday, Aug. 1. To regis-
ter, contact Payton George 
at 254-223-0207.

For further details, 
contact Righteous Roots at 
254-651-3600.

Staff Reports

A youth golf camp will 
be held in July for all in-
coming first through ninth 
graders. The camp will be 
held at the Gatesville Golf 
Course from 8:30-11:30 
a.m., from Monday, July 
22, to Wednesday, July 24.

The camp will be hosted 
by Gatesville Golf Course 
Pro Ray Feight and Gates-
ville High School Alumni 
and Collegiate Golfer 
Kaylan Summers.

During the first day of 
camp on Monday, there 
will be an introduction to 
the game covering club 

types, grip techniques, and 
swing fundamentals. On 
Tuesday, the group will 
work on refining skills 
and preparing kids for the 
drive, chip, and putt con-
test. It will conclude with 
oncourse practicing. On 
Wednesday, there will be 
a competitive drive, chip, 
and putt contest for each 
age division and will be 
open for parents to attend.

There will be an award 
ceremony to conclude the 
camp on Wednesday, July 
24, at 11 a.m. and it will be 
located under the pavilion 
at the golf course.

A limited number of 

clubs will be provided 
for those who need them. 
There will also be drinks 
and snacks available for 
purchase.

Be sure to bring sun-
screen, a hat, a cooling 
towel, a water jug, and bug 
spray.

The registration fee 
will be $40-per-child. The 
camp will only be taking 
the first 50 paid kids.

To register, contact 
Kaylan Summers at 254-
654-1611.

The Gatesville Country 
Club is located at 1308 
Golf Course Road.

Fundraiser softball tournament Aug. 10

Youth golf camp slated in July
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BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY BAPTIST
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; 
Sunday Bible study 10 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN BAPTIST
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS 
BAPTIST
Bob Phillips, pastor; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD BAPTIST
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesville; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 
a.m., adult Bible study 6 
p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ & youth Bible study 
6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 
a.m.; Wednesdays – 
Prayer & Bible Study 7 
p.m.; Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Supper first 
Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast 
second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
Dr. Pete Keough, Pastor; 
912 E. Main St., Gatesville;
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Children 
& Youth 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
(supper provided), Adult 
Bible Study 6-7:00 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
120 College Ave.; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m., Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY BAPTIST
Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; 2819 S. Hwy. 36, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY BAPTIST
A.C. Painter, pastor; 
1750 FM 215, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY BAPTIST
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO BAPTIST
Matt Dossey, pastor; 
11420 N. State Hwy. S; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:50 
a.m.
KING BAPTIST
Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY BAPTIST
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 
& HWY 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m. & 
1 p.m., Family Bible Study 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK BAPTIST
Pastor Matthew Hamilton; 
113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday eve-
nings: Choir at 5:30 p.m., 
Children & Youth Activities, 
Adult Bible Study at 6:15 
p.m.
MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com 

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com 

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7 
p.m. Wednesday.
OSAGE BAPTIST
Chris Thomas, pastor; 
7505 FM 185, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY 
CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE BAPTIST
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE BAPTIST
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY 
BAPTIST
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 
301, Jonesboro; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PURMELA BAPTIST
Pastor: Brenden Hough; 
875 FM 932, Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME BAPTIST
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 
p.m.
SPANISH BAPTIST
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.
TRINITY BAPTIST
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
BAPTIST
Jon Crosby, Pastor; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW BAPTIST
Pastor: Malachi Houser; 
1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL BAPTIST
Mike Barron, pastor; 
2040 CR 238, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 10 a.m.; 
Sunday  worship 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
WHITE MOUND BAPTIST
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: 
P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 
76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third 
Saturday at 8 a.m. Inside: 
3075 FM 931, outside: 
2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, 
Mound, TX 76558.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 
a.m. (English) & 12 
p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. 
& Wednesday-Friday at 
7 a.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Deral McWhorter, 
minister; 104 Cedar 
Ridge, Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 
W. Brooks Dr., Evant; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 
a.m., Sunday worship 
10:20 a.m. &  12:30 p.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
FORT GATES CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
4605 St. Hwy. 36 S., 
Gatesville; Sunday 

worship 10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Justin Hall, minister; 
2417 E. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Bible class 9:30 
a.m., Sunday service 
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday 
Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
clases y servicios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays 
– Bible Study 5:30 p.m.; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or 
Steve 254-865-3559.
PEARL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE 
CHURCH OF GOD
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 
Lutheran Church Rd., 
Copperas Cove; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m.   
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, 
Coryell City; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m.
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 
1114, The Grove; Sunday 
School 9 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED 
METHODIST
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT METHODIST
235 US-281, Evant; 
Dennis Dutton, Pastor; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
FIRST METHODIST 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children 
& Adult Bible Studies at 6 
p.m. AA meets Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday at 
6:30 p.m.
GATESVILLE UNITED 
METHODISTS
All are welcome. Meetings 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. at J&M BBQ. 
For more information, call 
254-223-0665.
OGLESBY UNITED 
METHODIST
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m.
PIDCOKE METHODIST
Rev. Pete Harris; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
Sacrament services 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
CHURCH
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 W.; Sunday 
services 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday service 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m., 

Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; 
Sunday school 10 a.m., 
Sunday services 11 a.m. & 
6 p.m., Thursdays 7 p.m.; 
2518 Bridge St.; 254-392-
9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Wray Nunn, pastor; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday worship 
6:30 p.m.; Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 
Osage Rd., Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesville; 865-6222. 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Pat Cole, Pastor; 4460 FM 
930, Levita;  Sunday Bible 
Study 9:45 a.m.; Sunday 
worship  10:45 a.m.; 
Tuesday OWLS Kid Group 
6-8 p.m.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, 
Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 
236; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
TABERNACLE OF 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, 
Gatesville;  Sundays 10 
a.m.; Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
254-206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesdays Bible 
Study 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday service, 7:30 
p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor; 1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

REFORMED
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY 
CHURCH
Worship Saturdays 5 p.m., 
Bible fellowship Sundays 
10 a.m.; 4995 FM 929

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
Youth Sunday Service 
9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-
4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles
103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North

Gatesville, Texas 76528
254-865-6131

You will seek me 
and find me when 
you seek me with 
all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGECoryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 
(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE BUSINESSES.

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint
Plumbing • Electrical

Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 
needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX
254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION
& SEPTIC TANK 
SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE
254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 
DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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Hay cutting and baling, 5x5 
1/2 round bales, net wrapped. 
Larry Riddle 254-248-2205 
00030845

 

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 00030817

032

Miscellaneous
 

FOR SALE: NordicTrack 
Treadmill, includes a full 
color touch screen & browser 
control, $100. FOR SALE: 
Weslo Momentum G3.2 Bi-
cycle, never been used, $60! 
Contact: (254) 223-2373 
00030884

037

Help Wanted
 

Johnson Roofing is currently 
hiring Experienced Commer-
cial Roofers, Experienced 
Metal Framers Immediately. 
$500 Hiring Bonus after 1st 
week of employment! Top 
Pay and Benefits! Email re-
sumé HR@JRoof.com 00030822

 
TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030816

 

YARD SALE! Saturday, June 
29th, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., 202 Ash 
Drive. Collectibles & miscel-
laneous! 00030873

 

Weekly Feature for 07/02, 
07/03 is ELECTRONICS! 
Closed 07/04 - 07/06. Happy 
4th!!! The Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main. 
Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. 
& Saturday, 9a.m.-3p.m. 
00030877

 

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE! Saturday, June 29th 
@8 a.m., located at 211 Lake-
wood Drive. Featuring lots of 
children’s and adults clothing 
& household items. 00030887

The forever benefit on a land 
patent located in Coryell 
County, Texas is being per-
fected upon Coryell County, 
Texas. Anyone interested in 
examining or challenging this 
claim by 08.17.2024 do so 
here: http://AmericanMeet-
ingGroup.com/chase

00030856

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas Property Code, Ideal 
Self Storage-Gatesville, lo-
cated at 1611 E. Main St., 
Gatesville, TX 76528, is hav-
ing an online auction. The 
property is being sold to sat-
isfy a landlord’s lien. The sale 
will be held at storageauc-
tions.com beginning Monday, 
July 8, 2024 at 11 A.M. Seller 
reserves the right to withdraw 
any property from the sale 
upon payment in full. Bidding 
sale will end on Monday, July 
15, 2024 at 11 A.M. Units to 
be sold: Melissa Scott, Justin 
Loera. Inventory: Household 
goods, clothing, tools, and 
misc. items.

00030874

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOS-
ALS
City of Oglesby Texas

The City of Oglesby Texas is 
soliciting planning and man-
agement service providers to 
assist the City of Oglesby, 
Texas with the development, 
adoption, and implementation 
of modern and resilient build-
ing codes and flood damage 
prevention ordinances for 
the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant-Mitiga-
tion (CDBG-MIT) Resilient 
Communities Program (RCP) 
through the Texas General 
Land Office. Accordingly, 
The City of Oglesby Texas 
your proposals in .pdf for-
mat via email/website to/at 
jthompson@oglesby-texas.
com OR submit your propos-
al to the address below on a 
thumb drive OR submit 2 cop-
ies of your proposal of servic-
es to the following address: 
Attn: Jennifer Thompson, 
(PO Box 185, Oglesby Texas) 
120 Main Street Oglesby, 
Texas 76561. Proposals must 
be received by the The City of 
Oglesby, Texas no later than 
(12:00pm)) on (07/01/24) to 
be considered. The City of 
Oglesby reserves the right to 
negotiate with any and all pro-
posers, as per Texas Profes-
sional Services Procurement 
Act and the Uniform Grant 
and Contract Management 
Standards. Minority Business 
Enterprises, Small Business 
Enterprises, Women Business 
Enterprises, and labor surplus 
area firms are encouraged to 
submit proposals. (The City 
of Oglesby) is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Servicios de trad-
duccion estan disponibles por 
peticion. 00030875

 

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
Wine and Malt Beverage Re-
tail Dealer’s On-Premise & 
Food and Beverage Certifi-
cate by GPL Restaurant Inc 
DBA El Tapatio #2 to be lo-
cated at 1509 E Main Street, 
Gatesville, Coryell Co., Tex-
as. Officer of said corporation 
is Gustavo Perez - Pres/Sec 
00030881 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas Property Code, Ideal 
Self Storage-Gatesville, lo-
cated at 425 SH-36 Bypass 
N, Gatesville TX 76528, is 
having an online auction. 
The property is being sold 
to satisfy the landlord’s lien. 
The sale will be held at stor-
ageauctions.com beginning 
Monday, July 15, 2024 at 11 
A.M. Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw any property 
from the sale upon payment 
in full. Bidding sale will end 
on Monday, July 22, 2024 
at 11 A.M. Units to be sold: 
Meghan Ranaghan, Jennifer 
Takacs, Cassandra Ward. In-
ventory: Household goods, 
clothing, tools, and misc.

00030882

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamen-
tary for the Estate of WAL-
TER RAYMOND MOORE, 
Deceased, were issued on 
May 22, 2024, in Cause No. 
24-10976, pending in the 
County Court-at-Law of Co-
ryell County, Texas, to: LISA 
GRACE HOXWORTH.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: LISA GRACE HOX-
WORTH
135 Buttercup
Waco, Texas 76705

DATED the 4th day of June, 
2024.

Sarah Berryman Kendrick
Attorney for LISA GRACE 
HOXWORTH
State Bar No.: 24064891
3809 West Waco Drive
Waco, Texas 76710
Telephone: (254) 752-8644
Facsimile: (254) 752-8624
Email: sarah@raineyandrain-
ey.com

00030883

  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEET-
ING

The Housing Authority of 
Gatesville will hold a Public 
Meeting on August 16, 2024 
at 3:00PM. Meeting will take 
place at the Housing Author-
ity Office located at 213 N. 
14th Street, Gatesville, Tex-
as. Purpose of the meeting is 
to receive comments on the 
2024 Annual PHA Plan and 
the 2024 Capital Fund 5-Year 
Action Plan Budget/2024 An-
nual Statement. All Docu-
ments are on display at the 
Housing Authority office 
Monday through Friday, be-
tween the hours of 8:30AM to 
12:30PM, for review.

00030886

 

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at
www.CoryellHealth.org

humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation 
• Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

   • Matching 457B    
      investments 
   • Tuition Reimbursement 

• Health, Dental, Life and
   supplemental Insurances

EOE.

SOME POSITIONS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN ON BONUS. 
ASK FOR DETAILS.

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT
LIVING:
• CNA – FT & PRN, Night Shift
MEDICAL CLINIC:
• Clinic Registration Supervisor
• Clinic Nurse Manager 
CULINARY: 
• Patient Dining Associate 
• Cook 
DIALYSIS: 
• RN Charge Nurse
• LVN – Part Time
EMPLOYEE HEALTH: 
• Employee Health RN
EMS:

• Paramedic – FT & PRN
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT:
• RN – FT Night Shift 
• PRN – All Shifts 
HOUSEKEEPING:
• Housekeepers – FT
• Landscaper – FT or PT
ICU:
• RN – FT All shifts
LAB:
• Point of Care Assistant – FT
RADIOLOGY:
• CT/X-Ray Tech – PRN; TDH 
MRT  & ARRT w/1 yr. exp. in 
CT/X-Ray

MED/SURG: 
• RN House Supervisor – Night Shift
• RN or LVN – PRN Night Shift

**FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE WITH 
ONE YEAR COMMITMENT FOR SPECIFIC AREA’S LVNS, 

CMAS, CNAS
BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments 
 Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• MDS Coordinator – FT
• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts   
 for Charge Nurse and Nursing
• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts   
 for Charge Nurse and Nursing 

• Occupational Therapist – FT
• Physical Therapist Asst – FT
• COTA – FT
• CNA/NA – FT All Shifts 
• CMA/CNA – FT All Shifts

EOE.

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas
Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054
TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

Gatesville Pickers
Estate Sales

Owner - Debbie Buster 
(254) 223-1455

gatesvillepickers1@gmail.com
    Gatesville Pickers Estate Sales | Find us on EstateSales.net

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential. Free Estimates! 
254-466-5128 00030814

070

Land & Lots

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00030815

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00030818

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN: Tile, sheet-
rock, painting, decks, 
fences, flooring, windows, 
siding, roofing, texturing. 
Cecil Woodson, 254-216-
3835. 00030819

015

Farm & Ranch

045

Services

045

Services

Subscribe
Today!

060

Garage Sale

Your ad should
be here.....

060

Garage Sale
060

Garage Sale
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Real Estate
102

Real Estate

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of LUPE ESPARZA, Deceased, were issued on June 
13, 2024, in Cause No. 24-11005, pending in the County Court 
at Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: LEONORA ESPARZA. 
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: Mary Wiley, Attorney at Law
100 W. Central Texas Expressway, Suite 302, Harker Heights, 
Texas 76548

DATED the 26 day of June, 2024.

MARY WILEY, Attorney for LEONORA ESPARZA
State Bar No.: 24032669
100 W. Central Texas Expressway, Suite 302, Harker Heights, 
Texas 76548
Telephone: (254) 634-6969; Facsimile: (254) 634-6587
E-mail: mary@lindleylawoffices.com 00030885

To see all listings: www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

Johnny Burks 
254-223-0833

• 117 N. Rice St., Hamilton, TX, Rustic Lantern, over 7,000 sq ft, 2 stories w/2 

or retail. $482,000
•

• 1.603 ac., 204 ft. of Hwy. 281 frontage & 300 ft. of frontage on Bell St. Great loca
tion for a convenience store, strip center or any retail business. $369,000

•

•

•
Langford Branch, good tree cover, rolling terrain, gated subdivision, electricity at 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
Water well, electricity, carport, rolling terrain, good tree cover. $260,000

•

•
Paved country road, you will need to drill a well for water. $209,780

•
tree cover, great views. electricity available, you will need to drill a water well for 

•

• 39.378 ac. W. of Gatesville, Hwy. 36 frontage, scattered tree cover, rolling terrain, 

• 47.332 ac. South of Ireland, TX. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 

•

•

•

•

through the property with 20 ft to 40 ft limestone bluffs along the creek, good roll
ing terrain, good tree cover. $6,200,000 Ad1

BROKER:
Calvin Burks

Bus. 254-471-5738
Cell 254-865-3601

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525

Lindy Burks
254-206-0643

AGENTS:
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099

Public Notices

070

Land & Lots

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes
it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or national origin,
or an intention, to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.” Familial status
includes children under the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES
3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723
Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Ja
yd

ie
 D

ix
on

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 216-1516
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER
SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell
254.865.9137 Fax

chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 
your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002
COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE
254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS
254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
Fence Row Clearing 

Barbed Wire
Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Staff Reports

This past week, two 
Jonesboro High School 
football players, DeMarcus 
Acoff and Garrett Young, 
played in the Texas Six 
Man Coaches Association 
(TSMCA) All-Star Game 
where they represented 
their district.

Not only did both 

student-athletes compete 
well, but Acoff was also 
named as the Defensive 
MVP and earned one of 
the scholarships that were 
awarded by the coach’s 
association.

For further details, 
visit https://texassix-
mancoachesassociation.
godaddysites.com/.

Staff Reports

After a season of mak-
ing history and winning a 
state championship title, 
the Jonesboro High School 
Lady Eagles softball team is 
still rising to the top, being 
selected to the 2023-2024 
THSCA Super Elite Team.

The THSCA Super Elite 

Team consists of high 
school players nominated 
by current professional 
members of the Texas High 
School Coaches Associa-
tion.

The four athletes chosen 
include: 

Catcher of the Year 
(COTY) Emily Turner, 
Adalyna Andrade, Leighla 

Hernandez, and Kyleigh 
Walker.

The players must meet 
the THSCA award criteria 
to be nominated. 

The criteria includes:
• Be of good moral char-

acter.
• Varsity sports only.
• Have been a member of 

the team in good standing 

at the time of nomination.
• Players have excelled 

as elite members in their 
respective sport.

The award recognizes 
student athletes across 
the state of Texas for their 
exemplary athletic achieve-
ment in their specific sport.

BY BECKY JONES
Gatesville Public Library

“Adventure Begins at 
Your Library” is the sum-
mer reading theme at the 
Gatesville Public Library, 
and participating children 
and their families recently 
experienced adventure at 
Mother Neff State Park.

To learn about Mother 
Neff State Park, the chil-
dren first began work on 
their Junior Ranger Jour-
nals. Activities were com-
pleted at the library during 
summer Story Time, so that 
kiddos could earn Junior 
Ranger badges. Then, staff 
and volunteers from the 
park came to the library 
and taught over 100 library 
visitors about proper camp-
ing practices at Mother 
Neff, how to act in a state 
park, and common birds 
that can be seen there. 

Finally, 79 folks went 
to Mother Neff State Park 
for a visit. Park staff and 
volunteers set up different 
stations, so visitors could 
learn about park mammals, 
hummingbirds, camping, 

and bird watching.  Ev-
eryone enjoyed hiking to 
the tower and the cave, 
and then the new Junior 
Rangers were sworn in and 
received their badges. As 
icing on the cake, each new 
Junior Ranger also received 

$10 from the Friends of 
the Library to spend at the 
Mother Neff State Park Gift 
Shop. 

The group of park explor-
ers expressed their appre-
ciation to park Superinten-
dent Melissa Chadwick as 

well as her staff and volun-
teers. They also extended 
a special thank you to the 
Friends of the Library for 
helping make the summer 
reading program such a 
success.

COURTESY PHOTO

DeMarcus Acoff (left) is pictured with Garrett Young after play-
ing in the TSMCA All-Star Game.

Acoff, Young compete in 
TSMCA All-Star Game

JHS softball selected to THSCA Super Elite Team

COURTESY PHOTO

 After visiting several stations at the park, children received Junior Ranger badges from park superin-
tendent Melissa Chadwick.

Children from GPL take field trip to Mother Neff
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MOWER SALES, SERVICE & PARTS
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

102 FM 107, Gatesville • 254-865-1000
Gatesville Family Dental

220 Memorial Dr. • 865-7272

Personal, 
friendly

dental care 
Grib’s ConstructionGrib’s Construction
2000 Violet Lane, Gatesville

248-4171

PRUITT’S
Hwy. 36 & FM 929

865-5602
Convenience Store * Drive-thru Beer Barn

R & M Fencing and Dozing
Fence Line Clearing • Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing • Game Fencing
Entry Ways • Corrals • Barns • Metal Buildings

Larry Riddle: 254-248-2205
Joyce McAdams: 254-248-4318

RESIDENTIAL and FREE ESTIMATES

Ryan Basham
Coryell County Commissioner 

Precinct 3

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

ML-42617

1910 Main Street, Gatesville • 865-7333

ROGER
MILLER

Coryell County Judge

P.O. Box 58, Gatesville
(254) 865-8489

Give us a call to discuss your dream 
construction!

Custom Homes • Barndominiums
Metal Buildings

JR Jaynes, 254-216-2296
1706 East Main Street, Gatesville

254-248-1250

The The Resale ShopResale Shop
Benefiting the Boys & Girls Club 

of Gatesville

Comer
Automotive 

Serving Coryell Since 1980
254-865-7000

103 Park St., Gatesville

Tim Beck’s Maytag Home 
Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville 

(254) 865-5705

2307 Hwy. 36 South, Gatesville, TX
254-865-2617

Visit us at www.Gatesvilletx.info

213 E. Main, Gatesville
254-865-6315

Coryell Feed & 
Supply

Robert L. BerryRobert L. Berry
        DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., 

        716 E. Leon Street, 
        Gatesville, TX 76528

512-810-1002

JUSTIN
CAROTHERS

Coryell County Tax Assessor/
Collector and Voter Registrar

2105 East Main St., Gatesville
Office 865-8954 | Cell 216-9599

Lute Sullins,
 Owner/Broker

M&W AG 
SUPPLY

Owners: Graham Wall
and Scott Marwitz

Evant, Texas
254-471-5500

Gatesville Civic CenterGatesville Civic Center
(254) 865-8951(254) 865-8951

www.visitgatesvilletx.comwww.visitgatesvilletx.com

American Legion Post 42
Charles D. Jageler, TX

214 Watts Lane
Gatesville, TX 76528
(254) 865-4134

For Veterans and Community 

Member FDIC fnbgatesville.com

Putting community first since 1912.Putting community first since 1912.

Shawnee Miller
CPA, P.C.
3413 East Main Street
Gatesville, TX 76528
254-865-8966

718 Main Street
Gatesville

(254) 865-5007

Spur Capital of Texas

Preserving & Celebrating 
Coryell County’s Vibrant History

254-206-3300
Lonestar.auto@yahoo.com

4701 S. 
State Hwy. 36

Gatesville, 
TX 76528

226 FM 116 (888) 297-7772
Gatesville, TX www.laerdal.com www.BarNVeterinaryClinic.com

Bar N
Veterinary Clinic, PC

4706 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville  (254) 865-8466 1602 E. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 254-865-6061

1009 E Main St, Gatesville, TX
360.560.5615

GATESVILLE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company
Commercial and Residential
Free Estimates 254-466-5128

(254) 865-8820(254) 865-8820
2533 South State Hwy. 362533 South State Hwy. 36

  MoMonday-Friday        7:30 nday-Friday        7:30 AM AM -6:00 -6:00 PMPM

 Saturday               8:00  Saturday               8:00 AM AM -4:00 -4:00 PMPM

Gatesville Clinic
4723 E. Hwy. 84

Gatesville, TX
PEDIATRIC SPEECH, OCCUPATIONAL, 

AND PHYSICAL THERAPY
(254) 399-8255 • elitetherapycenter.org

Providing hope and encouragement.

P.O. Box 124, Gatesville, TX 76528
www.cthhouse.org

254-404-2260

Picture it. It’s July 4, 1776, and after months of heated battle, the Continental Congress endorses the 

Declaration of Independence written by Thomas Jefferson. Although the American Revolution would 

continue for another seven years, the official endorsement of the Declaration of Independence would 

be a turning point in the conflict for many. In fact, the first Independence Day celebration would take place 

on July 4 of the following year. By the early 1800s, Fourth of July celebrations would be common in areas 

across the country and several traditions would emerge, including parades, picnics and fireworks. 

Please join us in paying tribute to the individuals who fought so hard to obtain our independence and all of 

the individuals in the years since who have worked to preserve it.

Coming soon to 
Gatesville...

Family owned and operated
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