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Bible Study at 9:45 a.m.
Worship:

First service at 8:15 a.m.
Second service at 11:00 a.m.

Mission Statement: 
“For the glory of God, we 
exist to make fully devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ by 
every means possible.”

1506 W. Main Street
Gatesville, TX

Church 865-8495
Pre-school 248-0041

Trinity Baptist Church
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Jonesboro High School 
senior Luke Maxwell is the 
third person in history 
to accomplish such an 
achievement of being a 
four-time state champion 
in UIL number sense.

Along with taking home 
a gold medal for his indi-
vidual performance, his 
number sense team, which 
included Pate Foote, De-
Marcus Acoff, and Braden 

Ashby, also went down in 
the history books by being 
the first UIL team at Jones-
boro Independent School 
District to receive medals 
in their division.

The number sense com-
petition is comprised of 80 
difficult questions, which 
covers all high school 
mathematics courses and 
allows just 10 minutes to 
answer them. This includes 
no erasers, mark outs, cal-
culators, or scratch paper.

“It feels great that I have 
accomplished such a feat, 
but I try not to let it get to 
me, I try to stay neutral,” 
Maxwell said. “It also gives 
me some great reasons 
to thank those who have 
helped me.”

Despite being diagnosed 
with Asperger’s Syndrome 
at the age of five, it has 
not stopped Maxwell from 
being the very best at what 
he does.

Maxwell’s mother, 

Betsy Spitzer, expressed 
that once he was diag-
nosed, everything else fell 
into place for him.

“I believe his diagno-
sis just helped everyone 
around him understand 
him better and helped 
us meet his needs at a 
young age,” Spitzer said. 
“Luke needed a schedule, 
he needed to understand 
when change was coming, 

Staff Reports 

The Gatesville Sharee will 
return to downtown Gates-
ville for its 50th anniver-
sary on Thursday, May 30 
through Saturday, June 1. 

This year’s Shivaree cel-
ebration will present three 
days of various activities, 
including:  

• A local carnival 
• Color the Shivaree –a 

Fun Run 5K 
• A pickleball tournament 
• The 50th Anniversary 

Shivaree Car, Jeep, Truck, 
and Motorcycle Show 

• A petting zoo provided 
by Hal and Jo’s Funny Farm

• Various food and knick-
knack vendors

• Live music 
The carnival will be 

located at the corner of 7th 
Street and Bridge Street 
(across from the Gatesville 
City Pool). The cost will be 
$25 per person, and chil-
dren must be at least 36” 
tall to purchase a wristband. 
On Thursday and Friday, it 
will operate from 7-10 p.m. 
On Saturday, the carnival 
will open at 10 a.m. and 
only individual tickets will 
be sold. 

The 50th Anniversary Shi-
varee Car, Jeep, Truck, and 

Motorcycle Show will start 
in Raby Park on Saturday, 
June 1 at 11 a.m.

The 5K Color the Shivaree 
Run will follow the path of 
the Donut Dash and start 
at the northwest corner of 
Raby Park on Saturday, June 
1, starting at 8 a.m.

The Shivaree Downtown 
Showdown Doubles Pick-
leball Tournament will 
take place at the pickleball 
courts in Raby Park. The 
tournament will be split 
into three divisions: 

• Open Division (experi-
enced players): Saturday, 
June 1, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

• Competitive Division 
(balanced competition): Sun-
day, June 2, from 1 – 5 p.m.

• Recreation Division (age 
55 and older): Sunday, June 
2, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Entertainment for the 
Shivaree will feature 
Texas Country music singer, 
Carson Jeffrey, who will 
perform on the courthouse 
square on Saturday, June 1, 
at 7 p.m. “Doors” will open 
at 6 p.m.

For more information 
about Shivaree events, 
please contact the Gatesville 
Chamber of Commerce at 
254-865-2617.  

Staff Reports 

A Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) trooper 
who graduated from Evant 
ISD was recently honored 
with a Lifesaving Award for 
his heroic actions. 

Trooper Aaron Doyle 
graduated from Evant High 
School in 2009 and then 
went on to attend Tarleton 
State University in Ste-
phenville. He now lives in 
Weatherford. 

DPS presented the award 
to Doyle for his quick re-
sponse to a life-threatening 
situation involving a car 

crash that occurred in Sep-
tember. 

On September 23, 2023, 
Doyle arrived at the scene 
of a crash where a vehicle 
had left the road and struck 
a pole, according to a DPS 
press release. 

The driver was trapped 
in the vehicle and suffered 
a severe laceration to their 
left arm. Doyle immediately 
retrieved a tourniquet from 
his patrol unit and success-
fully applied it to stop the 
bleeding. 

Fire department and 
EMS personnel arrived 

shortly after and were able 
to focus on extricating 
the trapped driver, who 
required a blood transfu-
sion at the scene. They were 
then transported to a local 
hospital. 

The Texas Public Safety 
Commission (PSC), along 
with DPS Director Steven 
McCraw, recognized Doyle 
at the Public Safety Com-
mission meeting at DPS 
headquarters in Austin. 
Doyle was one of seven Tex-
ans to receive the Lifesaving 
Award.

 

Maxwell goes down in history 
as four-time state champion

COURTESY PHOTOS

Betsy Spitzer (left) is pictured with her son, Luke Maxwell, at the state UIL competition.

Shivaree returns, 
starts Thursday 

COURTESY PHOTO

Texas DPS presents the Lifesaving Award to Trooper Aaron Doyle, who is originally from Coryell 
County. 

State trooper from Evant 
receives Lifesaving Award
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and he needed some things 
to be a certain way.”

“We never made ex-
cuses for him; he had 
expectations just like all 
other kiddos do,” she said. 
“Thankfully, he has always 
risen to a good challenge 
and persevered through 
adversity.”

When Maxwell was only 
in the fourth grade, his 
teacher Amanda Wolff 
mentioned to Spitzer that 
he was gifted in math. 

His first memory of excel-
ling in math began back in 
Mrs. Wolff’s class when he 
won a math contest. “I won 
the contest and got a Capri 
Sun for it,” Maxwell said. 
“That is probably when I re-
alized I was good at math.”

“It had rules that were 
concrete and could be used 
across the board, and Luke 
thrived in that learning 
discipline because of that,” 
Spitzer said. “I do not think 

I realized the degree to 
which he excelled until he 
began UIL number sense 
in Jonesboro as a fifth 
grader.”

Maxwell said that in fifth 
grade he got placed in his 
first UIL competition.

“I won number sense and 
math by quite a margin, 
but I didn’t do as well in 
calculator because I wasn’t 
familiar with all of the but-
tons and how calculators 
worked back then.”

Spitzer explained that 
since his score was so much 
higher than the other stu-
dents, the contest adminis-
trators and graders asked 
to verify that Maxwell was 
a fifth-grade student and 
wanted to lay their eyes on 
him.

“Picture a chubby Dennis 
the menace, so cute,” she 
said. “When his UIL sponsor 
was telling me that, it kind 
of resonated with me that 
he truly did have something 
special.”

Over the years, he has 
trained intensely to be the 

very best at number sense. 
His training consists of 
memorizing squares, cubes, 
roots, conversions, trian-
gular numbers, and dozens 
of other types of concrete 
math numbers and formu-
las. It also includes taking 
hundreds of practice tests 
and using a 190-plus page 
manual full of math tricks 
and shortcuts until he mas-
tered them all.

Spitzer’s brother, Rich 
Spitzer, along with a UIL 
coach from Salado, Dennis 
Cabaniss, both guided Max-
well with various problems 
and skills through facetime 
during his time in UIL.

“These two fine math 
minds selflessly volun-
teered their time to help 
Luke excel to a new level,” 
Betsy Spitzer said.

Maxwell expressed that 
to prepare for the state 
UIL competition, he had 
to partake in daily test 
taking, frequent facetime 
calls with his Uncle Dickie 
(Rich Spitzer) and his coach 
Dennis, as well as targeting 

memorization of conver-
sions, triangular numbers, 
and measurements such as 
rods and fathoms.

“I knew that after region-
als and with my hard work, 
I should do well, but I try to 
not be overconfident in my-
self because I know there is 
always more than one pos-
sible outcome,” he said. “I 
try to stay humble because I 
could either win or not win, 
and I want to be the same 
no matter what.”

Spitzer said since Maxwell 
is not motivated by rewards 
and success like the rest of 
us, that helping him train 
for number sense has been 
a challenge at times. “But 
he has, in true Luke fash-
ion, risen to the occasion 
and has worked very hard 
to maintain his streak,” she 
said. “This has been some-
thing that has been incred-
ible for me as his mom.”

“I am just thankful to 
see Luke get to shine; he is 
really an unselfish and awk-
wardly humble kiddo,” she 
said. “He knows he is good, 

but he knows he should not 
boast or brag.”

Spitzer expressed that 
when she tells someone 
about his success, he will 
tell her that she doesn’t 
need to brag. “But I do need 
to celebrate his success and 
shout from the mountain 
tops about how happy I am 
to see him mark his spot in 
the history books,” she said.

When Maxwell was only 
five, Spitzer was told about 
everything that he could 
not do. “When I look at my 
child and all he has accom-
plished, I am reminded that 
it is not what people say, 
but what God says about 
us that matters. God says 
my son is a champion,” she 
said.

Maxwell said that UIL 
has been important to 
him throughout high 
school, because it gave him 
something to do outside 
of the usual classes and 
work of the school day. He 
explained that he got to 
travel, stay in hotels, eat 
meals from different places, 

make new friends, and got 
to visit spots of interest 
such as the Bluebell Cream-
ery in Brenham.

“UIL competitions have 
helped me become a part 
of something bigger than 
myself,” he said.

After graduation, Maxwell 
plans to attend McLennan 
Community College (MCC) 
either online or in per-
son but has not made the 
decision yet. He said that 
he is currently undecided 
on whether he is going to 
major in mathematics or in 
computer science.

“I have watched God use 
Luke’s story to touch and 
inspire others, and to me, 
that is the greatest gift 
through all of this,” she 
said. “Yes, I’m proud of his 
success, his work ethic, and 
his humility, but I am more 
proud that he will thank 
God for his talents and suc-
cess. I thank God too; what 
a privilege it is to be Luke’s 
mother and to be a part of 
his story.”
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• ALLERGIES
• DIFFICULTY SWALLOWING
• EAR INFECTIONS
• FACIAL OR NECK MASS
• HEARING LOSS
• HOARSENESS & VOICE 

DISORDERS
• SNORING
• SLEEP APNEA
• TONSIL PROBLEMS
• ADENOID PROBLEMS

• THYROID PROBLEMS
• SINUS INFECTIONS/NASAL 

OBSTRUCTION

• CUSTOM HEARING 
PROTECTION

• DIAGNOSTIC HEARING 
EVALUATION

• TREATMENT FOR TINNITUS 
(RINGING IN THE EARS)

• HEARING AID FITTINGS

STAY LOCAL FOR YOUR EAR, 
NOSE & THROAT NEEDS

Coryell Health is committed to providing
high-quality, comprehensive ENT care for all ages.

DR. BRINDLEY SPECIALIZES IN:

DR. HOLLAND TREATS:

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
(254) 865-2166  |  CoryellHealth.org

From the Neck Up, 
WE’VE GOT 
YOUR BACK

MAXWELL
FROM PAGE A1

Rhonda Mohler
It was a really pretty environ-
ment down in the park, and 
the kids could play, and it was 

a really nice way to spend the day. I 
remember all the vendor booths. In 
later years, my husband and the boys 
would run in the Turkey Trot, and 
they always enjoyed doing that.

Rebel Brown
The first Shivaree I attended 
must have been sometime 
after I got home from my 

military service in Italy. I remember 
taking my mother and aunt to Raby 
Park for it. In more recent years, I 
do walk-bys and if I see something 
interesting, then I’ll stop.

A: A:

Q: What’s your first Shivaree memory?Q: What’s your first Shivaree memory?

Lisa Robuck
The first Shivaree I remember 
was down at Raby Park – it 
was completely shaded, and 

I remember vendor’s tables being 
set up and I just remember walking 
through the Shivaree and there was a 
cool breeze, and it was really nice. I 
remember my kids being little. 

A:



BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

With the arrival of Memo-
rial Day weekend and the 
summer season, Texans will 
soon head to various water 
destinations to escape the 
heat. Whether your plans 
include a visit to the lake or 
beach, floating the river, or 
lounging by the pool, taking 
extra precautions when 
near the water can help 
keep you and your loved 
ones safe. 

BOATING SAFETY
With Gatesville being just 

a short drive away from 
several lakes, boating is a 
popular activity for holiday 
weekends and throughout 
the summer. According to 
the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD), 
175 boating accidents 
occurred in Texas waters 
in 2023, resulting in 28 
fatalities. 

Cody Jones, Texas Game 
Warden assistant com-
mander for marine enforce-
ment, said in a TWPD press 
release that he is confident 
those numbers can shrink 
with more awareness and 
safety training.

“While we’re grateful the 
total number of boating 
accidents and fatalities de-
creased more than 17%, and 
injuries decreased more 
than 15% from 2022, we’re 
not in the clear yet,” Jones 
said. “Accidents on the wa-

ter can happen quickly and 
unexpectedly. It’s impor-
tant to stay aware of your 
surroundings and practice 
boating safety.”

Jones shares a few boat-
ing safety tips: 

• Wear a life jacket.
• Use an engine cut-off 

switch.
• Take a boater safety 

education course.
Last year, drowning ac-

counted for more than 57% 
of deaths on the water and 
was the leading cause of 
death in recreational boat-
ing fatalities, TWPD shares. 
Of those, 75% of the victims 
were not wearing a life 
jacket.

“Wearing a personal floa-
tation device or life jacket 
is one of the easiest things 
someone can do to protect 
themselves while on the 
water,” Kimberly Sorensen, 
boating education man-
ager of TPWD said in the 
release. “In the event that 
an accident does occur, it is 
unlikely someone will have 
time to find their life jacket 
and properly secure it, so 
it is best to wear one at all 
times when on the water.”

Sorenson emphasizes 
the importance of not only 
wearing a life jacket, but 
also ensuring it fits both 
adults and children prop-
erly. 

“Adult-sized life jackets 
are not appropriate for 

children to wear, and you 
should never buy a life jack-
et for your child to ‘grow 
into,’” Sorenson said. 

Under the Water Safety 
Act, Texas law requires 
that a U.S. Coast Guard-
approved life jacket must 
be available and accessible 
to each occupant of a boat 
or paddle craft. Children 
under the age of 13 are re-
quired by law to wear their 
life jacket.

Engine cut-off switches 
are another important tool 
to prevent injuries and fa-
talities, according to TPWD. 
Most motorized boats are 
equipped with this device, 
typically attached by a 
lanyard. 

Texas law requires that 
anyone operating a person-
al watercraft or motorboat 
less than 26 feet in length 
must have the engine 
cut-off device attached to 
themselves, their clothing, 
or their life jacket when op-
erating at greater than idle 
speed. In the event the boat 
operator falls off the boat 
or moves from the helm, 
the engine automatically 
shuts off.

For more information 
about boating safety, laws, 
and requirements, visit 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/
fishboat/boat/laws/  

To enroll in a boater 
education safety course via 
TPWD, visit https://tpwd.

texas.gov/education/boat-
er-education/ 

DROWNING PREVENTION 
Even if your weekend 

or summer plans do not 
include boating, following a 
few safety measures around 
any body of water can help 
prevent a drowning inci-
dent. 

While drowning can hap-
pen to anyone, children 
are at the greatest risk. It 
is the single leading cause 
of death for children ages 
1-4 and the second lead-
ing cause of unintentional 
injury death for children up 
to age 14, according to the 
National Drowning Pre-
vention Alliance’s (NDPA) 
website. 

Because it often happens 
quickly and quietly, the 
NDPA recommends learning 
the Five Layers of Protec-
tion to prevent drowning: 

• Barriers and Alarms – use 
fencing, pool safety covers, 
and alarm systems to help 
children and unauthorized 
adults from accessing water 
unsupervised.

• Supervision – ensure 
close, constant, and capable 
supervision by a designated 
adult or lifeguard is present 
anytime children are in or 
around water.

• Water Competency – every 
child and adult should 
know basic water safety 
skills to reduce the risk of 
drowning and aquatic-relat-

ed injuries.
• Life Jackets – to provide 

protection when you are 
not expecting to be in the 
water, especially around 
open water. 

• Emergency Preparation 
– know basic CPR training, 

water rescue skills, and 
have a phone available and 
ready to call 911.

To learn more about the 
National Drowning Preven-
tion Alliance, visit ndpa.org. 

I am sure there are lots 
of folks who spend months 
planning where to go on 
their summer vacation. 
Time off from work is a 
precious commodity, and 
when families take their 
well-deserved time off, they 
want to spend it in a mean-
ingful way. Many people 
from around the county 

and around the world have 
planned to travel to Texas 
this summer to see our 
“sights,” experience our 
culture, and find out what 
Texans are all about. For 
those of us who live here, 
the influx of visitors can be 
exciting as well as a little 
overwhelming. 

Why do people want to 

travel to Texas? Without a 
doubt there are those who 
want to visit our national 
treasures — like the Alamo. 
They want to experience 
Texas history firsthand and 
up close. Folks travel for 
miles because visiting the 
Alamo is a bucket list item; 
something that most Ameri-
cans want to be able to 
say they have experienced; 
something parents want 
their children to experience.

Other visitors want to 
hit our Texas beaches and 
enjoy the gulf waters. Still 
others want to visit the 
Fort Worth Stockyards or 
the San Antonio Riverwalk. 
Outdoor enthusiasts travel 
to Big Bend National Park 
or fish and ski on one of 
our many reservoirs. There 
is shopping in Dallas and 
Houston, the Kennedy 
Space Center, rodeos, com-
munity celebrations, and 
food and drink. There is a 
desire on the part of most 
of the world to have a taste 
of all of it. 

Just the thought of so 
many people wanting to 
“know” Texas and “feel and 

see” Texas should make all 
us Texans swell with pride. 
We clearly have something 
they do not have.

A portion of our citizens 
carry a small degree of 
disdain for visitors. They 
become fussy because they 
might experience more 
traffic on their streets than 
is usual, or the line at their 
favorite restaurant may be a 
little longer. I am told some 
residents fear the visitors 
will like Texas so much they 
will want to move here and 
make us grow more than 
some would like. Isn’t that 
an interesting dilemma 
to have — citizens being 
concerned travelers will be 
so overwhelmed with the 
positives of Texas they will 
want to move here? I do 
not know for sure, but I am 
guessing not many people 
in Lincoln, Nebraska experi-
ence such a fear. I hope all 
of us good-natured, friendly 
Texans open our hearts to 
our visitors and appreci-
ate the value they bring to 
our economy and to the 
mystique of Texas being a 
unique and special place.

I think my friend, Jimmy 
Jack, is a good example of 
what Texas hospitality is 
all about. Jimmy Jack never 
met a stranger. Just walking 
down the street with him is 
a lesson on how to interact 
with other human beings. 
He cannot pass a person 
without saying something 
engaging, even if it is just 
throwing a smile their way. 
It is like he wakes up with 
the single purpose of mak-
ing sure everyone he meets 
has a good day. Jimmy Jack 
is the poster child for what 
a hospitable, friendly Texan 
looks like.

My favorite Jimmy Jack 
story is the time his family 
was getting ready to go 
to the movies. Everybody 
was getting ready to head 
out the door and get in the 
car when the phone rang. 
Jimmy Jack answered and 
spoke to the caller. His wife 
and children were all anx-
ious to get to the theater 
and were tapping their feet 
on the floor and anxiously 
glancing at the clock on the 
wall, wanting Jimmy Jack to 
finish the call so they could 

leave. 
Finally, after perhaps 10 

minutes, his family could 
hear Jimmy Jack say loudly, 
“Nice to talk to you. See you 
tomorrow night at 6. Look-
ing forward to it” and then 
he hung up the phone. With 
his entire brood staring 
at him, his wife finally in-
quired who the heck Jimmy 
Jack had been talking to. 
Without hesitation Jimmy 
Jack responded, “It was a 
wrong number, but they 
are coming to supper at 6 
tomorrow. Sure seemed like 
nice folks!”

I am not going to guaran-
tee you the above-described 
event happened, but I do 
know that Texas storytell-
ing is another reason why 
people love Texas! 

Welcome to all you 
visitors! Take your time a-
going, and hurry back!

Thought for the day: 
Travel makes one modest. It 
makes you see what a tiny 
space you fill in the world.

Until next time…I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out!

sam@hcnews.com
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Nothing like Texas hospitality

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist 
and newspaper executive. He is also 
an author, playwright, actor, and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

M
emorial Day is this weekend, and 
historically, the holiday marks the 
beginning of summer travel season. 
I recently learned that authorities es-

timate this summer will be the busiest travel sea-
son in history with a record number of flights and 
tourists. 
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DEADLINES:
Submit all news articles,  

classifieds and display advertising by 
10am Tuesday for the Saturday issue. 

Articles about events that have 
occurred 30 days prior to submission 

will not be accepted. However, they 
will be accepted as paid advertise-
ments. 

All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 
newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.
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Neely Duckett (right) is pictured with her daughter, Lenni.

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Neely Duckett!

Neely is employed at the First National Bank and will 
celebrate her ten-year anniversary in December of this 
year. She expressed that the best part about her job is 
her customers. “They become like family to me,” Duck-
ett said. “I truly enjoy each relationship I have made 
through the bank.” She is a proud Gatesville native and 
said that she doesn’t ever plan on leaving her home-
town. “My favorite thing about Gatesville is the small-
town feel and how supportive our community is of one 
another,” she said.

Neely reads The Gatesville Messenger and said, “I like 
how great of a job The Gatesville Messenger does at 
keeping us connected and informed of local news and 
events.”

If you happen to see Neely around town, say hello! 
She is one of us!

ADOBE STOCK

Remember to follow a few safety measures before hitting the water this summer. 

Water safety tips for Memorial Day weekend, summer  
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Whatever happened to …
20 YEARS AGO (2004)
The City of Gatesville was 

awarded a grant to help 
purchase bulletproof vests 
for police officers.

The Sons of Confederate 
Veterans Major Robert M. 
White Camp 1250 dedicated 
a grave marker for James 

Ervin Thompson, Jr., who 
was a scout for the Coryell 
County 2nd Frontier Indian 
Raiders.

Local veterans of World 
War II were set to be hon-
ored with a special tribute 
at Gatesville High School.

Gatesville Masonic Lodge 

197 received the Carter 
BloodCare Recognition 
Award for sponsoring local 
blood drives.

A fund-raiser was sched-
uled at the Ater Community 
Center to raise money for a 
new roof.

30 YEARS AGO (1994)
Shawn Paul, of Jonesboro, 

won second place at the 
regional competition of the 
Hamilton Coryell Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
essay contest.

The William Elmo Powell 
VFW Post 8230 was set to 
have its annual Poppy Sale.

A free shot clinic for 
children was set to be held 
at the Texas Department of 
Human Services office.

Sonic advertised a bacon 

cheeseburger with fries and 
a drink for $2.99.

Lane Susann Gartman, 
then age 4, competed in the 
Central Texas Baby Pageant 
in Waco where she received 
“Dimpled Darling,” placed 
second in photogenic, and 
placed second in beauty.

40 YEARS AGO (1984)
Lindsey Cummings, vale-

dictorian of the Gatesville 
graduating class of 1984, 
spoke at commencement 
exercises.

Hal Day led in the call, 
while the band “Saddle 
Tramp” provided the music 
for square dancing during 
the Faunt Le Roy Fun-Fest.

Ronnie Sullins, senior vice 
president of Guaranty Bank 
and Trust Co. in Gatesville 

received a Tarleton State 
University Outstanding 
Young Alumnus award.

Gatesville’s Cub Pack 272 
was recognized as one of 
two units cited for having 
the largest percentage of 
membership increases.

The Shandler Club on 
Pidcoke Road featured Ron-
nie Mack.

50 YEARS AGO (1974) 
 The Bookstore on Main 

Street advertised last min-
ute graduation gift sugges-
tions.

High school senior 
Barbara Lee was chosen 
by Gatesville Lions Club 
members as their candidate 
in their upcoming queen’s 
contest.

Miller Motor Company 
advertised new Mavericks, 
Pintos, and Comets.

The Turnersville Cem-
etery Association prepared 
for its upcoming annual 
community homecoming at 
Turnersville.

The piano students of 
Mrs. John Derrick were 
set to present a recital in 
the Gatesville Elementary 
School auditorium.
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Staff Reports

Keep Gatesville Beautiful 
recently announced that 
the First Methodist Church 
won the Yard of the Month 
award for May.

Stephen Schmidt be-
came the pastor in 2018 
and mentioned that the 
landscaping was installed 

back in 2012, and that the 
upkeep is a joint effort be-
tween the church volunteer 
members.

A combination of drip 
and spray irrigation is used 
on the church’s landscape.

Two to three times a 
year, volunteers from the 
church congregation will 
get everything cleaned and 

trimmed up. Locals Mary 
and Gary Kafer tend to the 
flower beds as well.

The landscape includes 
Crepe Myrtles, a Blad Cy-
prus, Wax Myrtle bushes, 
Knockout Roses, Monkey 
Grass, Oleanders, Lanta-
nas, Mealy Cup Sages, and 
African Irises.

The church has a long 

history within the com-
munity, since the original 
building was founded 
around the same time as 
Gatesville, in 1854. The 
current church was built in 
1971.

The First Methodist 
Church is located at 2600 
East Main Street.

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured left to right is Gary Kafer, Mary Kafer, and Pastor Stephen Schmidt standing with their yard of the month sign after receiving 
the award for First Methodist Church.

First Methodist awarded Yard of Month

Submitted by Shirleen 
Chandler

United Women in Faith 
met on May 14, 2024, in 
the Banquet Room of the 
First Methodist Church 
in Gatesville, at 5:30 p.m. 
Fifteen members were 
present. Hostesses were 
Jeanette Shepherd and 
Linda Lovelace.

President Patsy Smart 
called the meeting to 
order by leading in the 
Blessing. During refresh-
ments, Linda Klontz led 
members in picking new 
prayer partners for the 
month. Following refresh-
ment time, President Smart 
thanked the hostesses and 
read The Purpose. Mary 
Beth Bogard read from the 
Daily Prayer Guide, includ-
ing international birthdays. 
Marilyn Decker announced 
our local chapter birthdays. 
Velva Riddle read from the 
Response Magazine. Riddle 
presented the program, 
Session 3 from their book 
“Living the Kingdom,” an 
exploration of the Lord’s 
Prayer, from Matthew 6, 
verse 10. The words are, 

“Your Kingdom Come, Your 
Will Be Done, on Earth as 
it is in Heaven.” When we 
think of heaven, we imag-
ine all things wonderful. 
But on earth, we have many 
disagreements and power 
struggles. How can we 
make earth more like heav-
en? She asked the group to 
imagine their “perfect day” 
listing all the things that 
would make it just right. 
Shirleen Chandler led the 
group in singing, “Be Still, 
My Soul” followed by a 
closing prayer, The Prayer 
of St. Francis.

President Smart called 
the business meeting to 
order. Among the business 
items Kathleen Blankemey-
er presented sign-up sheets 
for their salad supper on 
August 13. Chandler gave 
an update of news from the 
Mid-Tex Global Methodists, 
including more information 
about the upcoming meet-
ing of the Women’s Minis-
try on Nov. 16 in Waco.

The meeting adjourned 
with the Benediction.

United Women in 
Faith meeting held

News Release

Texas Department of 
Transportation

In the time it takes to 
read this sentence, Texans 
can click their seat belt 
and save themselves from 
an early grave — and save 
their loved ones from the 
sorrow of preventable loss. 

While millions wear 
their seat belts every day 
as drivers or passengers, 
unbuckled drivers and 
passengers accounted for 
1,183 — that’s 28% — of 
the more than 4,200 lives 
lost on Texas roads last 
year, and nearly half of all 
fatalities where someone 
could have worn a seat 
belt.

The harsh reality is that 
life can be ripped away 
from our loved ones in the 
blink of an eye — espe-

cially if they’re not wearing 
a seat belt.

“If only David had buck-
led up that day, he’d still 
be with us,” said Doreen 
Palestrant, the mother of a 
17-year-old Kerrville high 
school football player who 
lost his life in a November 
2021 rollover crash that 
took his life. David, who 
was unbuckled in the back 
seat, died at the scene 
when the pickup he was 
riding in rolled several 
times.

“There’s not a day that 
goes by that I don’t think 
about my son,” she said. 
“In my son’s memory, I 
encourage all Texans to 
always wear their seat belt, 
whether for a short trip 
around the block or a lon-
ger trip across town.”

TxDOT’s annual Click It 
or Ticket campaign aims to 

save lives by getting driv-
ers and passengers to wear 
their seat belt 100% of the 
time.

“Buckling up is both the 
simplest and most effec-
tive safety decision that 
most of us make every 
day,” said TxDOT Executive 
Director Marc Williams. 
“No one ever expects to be 
in a crash, and that’s why 
it’s so important to always 
put your seat belt on every 
time you get in a vehicle. 
The one time you skip it 
could be the time you pay 
the price.”

In addition to conducting 
educational outreach, the 
campaign partners with 
Texas law enforcement 
around the state to step up 
enforcement of seat belt 
and car seat laws from May 
20 through June 2, includ-
ing Memorial Day weekend.

Texas law requires every-
one in a vehicle to buckle 
up or face fines and court 
costs up to $200. Children 
younger than 8 years old 
must be in a child safety 
seat or booster seat unless 
they’re taller than 4 feet 9 
inches. If they aren’t prop-
erly restrained, the driver 
faces fines up to $250 plus 
court costs. TxDOT offers 
free safety seat inspections 
across the state.

TxDOT’s Click It or 
Ticket campaign is a key 
component of #EndTheS-
treakTX, a broader social 
media and word-of-mouth 
effort that encourages driv-
ers to make safer choices 
while behind the wheel to 
help end the streak of daily 
deaths. Nov. 7, 2000, was 
the last deathless day on 
Texas roadways.

Click it or Ticket 2024 | TxDOT 
Law enforcement to step up seat belt ticketing May 20 through June 
2. Unbuckled Texans accounted for 1 in 4 of road fatalities in 2023.

Jody & Robin Thomas
(254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

May 22, 2024:

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 350-450 
300-400 lb. 335-435 
400-500 lb. 290-335
500-600 lb. 265-325
600-700 lb. 250-305
700-800 lb. 230-260
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 325-425
300-400 lb. 290-360    
400-500 lb. 265-310
500-600 lb. 245-290
600-700 lb. 225-255
700-800 lb. 210-240
Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 135-149
Low Yielding 120-130     
Fats 120-135
Thin & Shelly 100-110
Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 140-168
Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   2700-3300
Young Fair 2100-2700
Aged Pairs Split & Weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 1600-2850
Number of Head 981

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY
 STARTS AT NOON 



The theme this year is “Je-
sus Loves You!” Be sure and 
mark your calendars, and 
please tell all your friends 
and family. Everyone is 
invited. The Pearl Church of 
Christ VBS is epic, and you 
don’t want to miss it. 

I just talked to Linda Ray, 
my partner in crime (our 
other partners are Kay and 
Corlisa, so you can imagine 
how much crime is actu-
ally committed)—we don’t 
bother anybody or get in 
anybody’s business, (well, 

that’s not true), and she 
reports that attendance 
at Pearl Church of Christ 
on May 19 was 38. They 
were able to give out one 
more scholarship. Scholar-
ship Sunday continues for 
one more day next week. 
May’s weather has been 
quite unusual, shall we say, 
which has caused many 
extensions to “Scholarship 
Sunday.”

These are exciting times 
for the Pearl Bluegrass 
at the Pearl Community 

Center. The new officers are 
working hard to ensure a 
fun day in Pearl during each 
Bluegrass event. The next 
Bluegrass Day will be June 
1. You can contact Garrett 
Dickey, President of the 
Pearl Community Center 
Board, at 254-595-1095 to 
schedule stage time. Just 
leave a message, and he 
will get back to you. Don’t 
forget that the Bluegrass 
Kitchen is open from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m., and the prices 
are very reasonable for the 
delicious, homemade food. 
Please tell your contacts 
at nursing homes that van 
loads of residents are wel-
come at the Pearl Bluegrass 
event. Admission is free, 
and the kitchen serves won-
derful food at reasonable 
prices. They would love to 
come to the stage show, 
which starts at 1 p.m. in 
the air-conditioned audito-
rium.  Everyone is always 
welcome!

The Community Center 
is truly the hub of Pearl. 
It serves as a place for fu-
neral lunches, reunions, and 
other community events. To 
rent the building or rent an 
RV space, contact Connie 
Long at 254-223-0621.

The Pearl Cottage Book-

store will be open from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. on June 1. You 
will enjoy browsing the 
well over 6,000 books as 
well as various other items. 
Purchases are made by 
donation, and all proceeds 
go toward the bookstore’s 
local charities. Future dates 
for Bookstore and Pearl 
Bluegrass days are June 
1, July 6, Aug. 3, Sept. 14 
(second Saturday due to 
longstanding booking for a 
reunion), Oct. 5, Nov. 2, and 
Dec. 7. Mark your calen-
dars. Kay and Corlisa will 

love seeing you, so stop by, 
visit, and enjoy a shopping 
adventure. 

There will be a Pearl Cem-
etery Meeting on June 24 at 
7 p.m. at the Pearl Commu-
nity Center. All are invited 
to attend. The Pearl Com-
munity Center Board quar-
terly meeting will be held 
July 22, with the fourth 
quarterly meeting being 
held on Oct. 28, also at the 
Pearl Community Center. 
Both meetings of the Pearl 
Community Center Board 
will be at 6:30 p.m. All are 

invited to attend as well. 
This week’s Bible verses 

come from I Corinthians 16: 
14—Let all you do be done 
in love, Galations 5:22—But 
the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, and Mark 12:31—You 
shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. NIV

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page, and the 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore and 
Resale Shop Facebook page. 
Please submit any Pearl 
news to betsyclark47@
yahoo.com
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T
he Pearl Church of Christ will hold its 

annual VBS May 27 through May 31, 

from 9 a.m. - noon each day. This event 

has taken place since 1991, and it con-

tinues to grow and to teach the love of Jesus each 

and every year. 

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

PEARL NEWS

Pearl Church of Christ VBS carries on tradition

 Sales: 254-223-6252  •  Service: 254-223-6451
Parts: 254-223-6273

WE’RE HIRING
ALL POSITIONS!
IN-PERSON INTERVIEWS

June 1st • 10am-2pm
 106 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass N.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Benefits Available:
Retirement Plan • Aggressive Pay

Paid Training • Insurance

SpringSpring
INTO A NEW CAREER!INTO A NEW CAREER!

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528
254-865-7575

• CNAs
  All Shifts

Benefits include Health, Dental, Vision, Competitive Pay & 401K.

APAPPLY AT: HILLSIDEML.COMPLY AT: HILLSIDEML.COM

• RN & LVN
 Full-time, Day & Night 
 Shifts Available

Submitted item

The Coryell Museum and 
Historical Center will be 
hosting a Bakeless Bake 
Sale. Instead of baking 
pies, cookies or cakes, the 

museum would appreci-
ate it if the public would 
donate the price of a baked 
good to the museum as a 
fundraiser.

Donations can be sent to 
the Coryell Museum and 

Historical Center, P.O. Box 
24, Gatesville, TX 76528.

Coryell Museum is lo-
cated at 718 E. Main Street 
in Gatesville. They can be 
reached by calling 254-865-
5007.

“Bakeless” Bake Sale to benefit museum

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Poppies growing in the garden at the Coryell Museum and Historical Center. 

We cherish too, the Poppy red,We cherish too, the Poppy red,
That grows on fields where valor led,That grows on fields where valor led,
It seems to signal to the skies,It seems to signal to the skies,
That blood of heroes never dies.That blood of heroes never dies.

- Moina Michael- Moina Michael

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SACRIFICED

Staff Reports 

Prison Fellowship will 
host a community-wide 
prison ministry event at 
Coryell Community Church 
on Saturday, June 1, at 8:30 
a.m.

The event will provide an 
opportunity to learn about 
the many avenues of prison 
ministry and to witness how 
God is restoring the lives of 
those impacted by incar-
ceration.  

Coffee and worship will 

begin at 8:30 a.m. followed 
by the program at 9 a.m.

Coryell Community 
Church is located at 115 N 
Levita Road, Gatesville, TX 
76528

Prison Fellowship is a 
national Christian organiza-
tion that works to restore 
America’s criminal justice 
system and those it affects. 
To learn more about Prison 
Fellowship, visit https://
www.prisonfellowship.org/ 

Prison ministry 
event set for June 1 

Submitted item

The Central Texas Travel 
Club will meet on Thursday, 
May 30, at Johnny’s Steaks 
and Barbeque in Salado. The 
gathering will start at 11 
a.m. with the meeting start-
ing at 11:30 a.m. 

They will be discussing 
upcoming trips to Arkan-
sas to ride a train, a trip 

to Hawaii, and a Riverboat 
cruise in Eastern Europe, 
plus many others. 

The meeting is open to 
anyone interested in travel. 
There are no fees or mem-
bership requirements. For 
more info, find us on Face-
book or centraltexastravel-
club@outlook.com. 

Travel Club to meet May 30



Janis Daschofsky Pekar-
ski, age 87, of Gatesville, 
passed away Tuesday, May 
14, 2024, at her home.

Memorial services will be 
held at 11 a.m., Saturday, 
May 25, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home with Jonathan Ford 
and Willis Moore officiat-
ing. The family will receive 
visitors one hour prior to 
the service at the funeral 
home.  

Janis Louise Dyson 
Daschofsky Pekarski was 
born on Oct. 19, 1936, to 
the late Edwin B Dyson and 
Erna L. Koch Dyson in the 
Plainview community. She 
attended Plainview school 
in her early years and then 
started Gatesville school 
during her junior high 
years. As a high school 
sophomore, her family 
moved to the San Luis Val-
ley in Southern Colorado. 
While in high school, she 
was the majorette, band 
drum major, and was voted 
both homecoming queen 
and prom queen.  

Janis accepted Jesus 
Christ as her Lord and Sav-
ior during Vacation Bible 
School at the age of 12.  

During her time in 
Colorado, she went to work 
one summer as a potato 
harvester and fell in love 
with a young farmer, Alan 
Daschofsky.  In the sum-
mer of 1955, her family 
moved back to Texas, and 
her heart broke to leave 
the potato farmer be-
hind. In the fall of 1955, 
she enrolled in Hillcrest 
Memorial Hospital School 
of Nursing. In December 
of 1955, Alan Daschofsky 
made that long drive from 
Colorado to Waco, and Ja-
nis crawled out the window 
of her dorm. They eloped 
and got married in the first 
town across the Texas-New 
Mexico border at the First 
Baptist Church in Clovis, 
New Mexico. They moved 
back to Texas in 1956 when 
they were expecting their 
first child. Over the next 
6 years, God blessed them 
with three children: Loretta, 
Kathy, and Fred.  

Janis devoted her life to 
her greatest passion - nurs-
ing and nursing education. 
Her love of education was 
infinite, first as a student 
and then as an educator.  
In 1958, she earned her 
LVN license through the 
Coryell Memorial Hospital 
School of Vocational Nurs-
ing. Then, over the next 
30 years, she continued 
her education with an As-
sociate degree of Science 
and Associate of General 
Education from Central 
Texas College. She further 
continued her education 
with a Bachelor of Science 
in Health Professions and a 
Master of Science in Health 
Professions from South-
west Texas State University.  

Janis served in many 
capacities, including charge 

nurse, Director of Nursing 
at Coryell Memorial Hospi-
tal, Director of Nursing at 
the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice, Coryell 
Memorial Hospital Instruc-
tor for the LVN program, 
Instructor for Medication 
aide, CNA Instructor in Bell 
County, and Investigator-
Nurse-Supervisor for the 
State of Texas working in 
Quality Control for Re-
gion I. She also served as 
a Hospice volunteer for 
over 18 years.  In 2000, the 
Gatesville Exchange Club 
awarded her the honor of 
“Health Professional of the 
Year.”

Alan passed away in 
2005, which left an empty 
hole in her life. In 2011, 
that empty hole was filled 
with the second love of 
her life when “Papa Ron” 
walked in the door at Prima 
Pasta for their first date. 
She married Ron Pekarski 
in March of 2013, and they 
enjoyed a life of RV travel-
ing and family until his 
death in August of 2019. 
Janis loved fiercely, and 
the joys of her life were her 
children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren.  

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
former husbands, Alan F. 
Daschofsky and Ronald Pe-
karski; and sister, Carolyn 
Dyson Heikes. 

Janis is survived by 
her children, Loretta and 
husband, Danny Elledge, 
Kathy and husband, Ronny 
Perryman, Fred and wife, 
Lisa Daschofsky; Papa 
Ron’s children, Linda and, 
husband John Loper, of 
Hugo, Oklahoma, Jill and 
husband, Ted Elder, of 
Newnan, Georgia, Celeste 
Carroll, of Forney, Texas, 
brother, John Thomas 
(Tommy) and wife, Jackie 
Dyson, of Grand Junction 
Colorado; grandchildren, 
Abbey Daschofsky, Ainsley 
Daschofsky, Zack Daschof-
sky, Rebekah Campbell, 
Sherry Barrington, Liz Har-
ris, Jessica Fasani, Jonathan 
Elledge, Gary Fenner, and 
Alex Fenner; and 15 great-
grandchildren.  

The family would like 
to thank Whitney, Rachel, 
Chelsea, Willis, Erica, and 
Jennifer with Amedisys 
Hospice for all their love 
and support over the last 
several months.

Janis Daschofsky Pekarski
Oct. 19, 1936 - May 14, 2024

Nelson Lee, age 95, 
passed away Tuesday, May 
14, 2024, peacefully in his 
home, surrounded by fam-
ily and friends.

Funeral services were 
held at 10 a.m. Monday, 
May 20, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home with Pastor David 
Booth officiating. Inter-
ment followed at Pearl 
Cemetery.   

Johnnie Nelson Lee was 
born August 25, 1928, to 
the late Laura Newland 
Lee and Albert David Lee. 
He attended Bigham and 
Gatesville schools. He met 
the love of his life, Joanne 
Robinson, and they mar-
ried June 17, 1950. To-
gether, they moved to San 
Angelo, where he worked 
for the Goodyear Tire 
Company.  They returned 
to Pearl in 1960 and made 
their forever home at the 
JNL Ranch. Nelson enjoyed 
working on the ranch and 
playing dominos. In his 
last year of life, he looked 
forward to when little 
Sterlin would come over to 
eat Oreo cookies and drink 
“wittle” Dr. Peppers. 

Nelson was preceded in 
death by his parents; wife, 
Joanne; daughter, Lu Lee 
Crenshaw; and siblings, 
Ruth Pancake, Cathryn 
(Mert) Powell, Joanne (Doe 
Doe) Lee, Laverne Wolfe, 
Walter Lee, and David Lee. 

He is survived by his 
daughter, Dionitia Par-
rish and husband, Donald; 
son-in-law, Chuck Cren-
shaw; grandchildren, Kay 
Hunt and husband, Jared, 
Charles Crenshaw and 
wife, Christina, John Par-
rish and wife, Lisa, Gayla 
Hodges and husband, Matt; 

great-grandchildren, Kelby 
Jones Shults and husband, 
Scott, Case Jones and wife, 
Kristen, Kagen Hunt, Mattie 
and Nolan Hodges, Kade 
and Katy Parrish; great-
great grandchildren, Sterlin 
Grey Shults and Paxton 
Brack Jones; many beloved 
nieces and nephews; and 
great friends, Freda Cook, 
and Jimmy and Susan 
McPherren. 

Pallbearers for Nelson’s 
service were Jared Hunt, 
Case Jones, Scott Shults, 
John Parrish, Matt Hodges, 
and Charles Crenshaw. 
Honorary Pallbearers were 
Gary Lee, Chuck Crenshaw, 
Donald Parrish, Vance Ste-
phens, Jimmy McPherren, 
Albert Pancake, Joe Pan-
cake, and Richard Penny.  

The family would like to 
thank Nelson’s caregivers 
for all the love and support 
in his final days.  

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be sent to 
the Pearl Country Church, 
5685 CR 139, Gatesville, 
Texas 76528, or to Blue-
bonnet Hospice Services, 
307 Londonderry Waco, 
Texas 76712.  

Nelson Lee
Aug. 25, 1928 – May 14, 2024

A6    The Gatesville Messenger SATURDAY, May 25, 2024

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Darrell Neuman
April 5, 1959 - May 17, 2024

Darrell Neuman, lifetime 
resident and farmer of 
Coryell City, passed away 
on Friday, May 17, 2024, 
after a brief stay at Baylor 
Scott and White Hospital in 
Temple.  

Funeral services were 
held at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
May 23, 2024, at St. John 
Lutheran Church with Pas-
tor Christopher Richmann 
officiating. The fam-
ily received visitors from 
5-7 p.m. on Wednesday 
evening at Scott’s Funeral 
Home.

Darrell Wayne Neu-
man was born on April 5, 
1959, to the late Jerry and 
Norma Sandhoff Neuman 
in Clifton, Texas. He grew 
up in Coryell City and at-
tended school in Gatesville, 
graduating from Gatesville 
High School in 1977. He 
dedicated his life to work-
ing on the family farm and 
raising cattle. His spare 
time involved trips to both 
Louisiana and Oklahoma 
and teaching his grand- 

nephew about farming and 
ranching.  

Darrell was preceded in 
death by his parents. He 
is survived by his sister, 
Diana Smith and hus-
band, Jay; nieces, Christen 
Wright and Rachel Smith; 
and grand-nephew, D.W. 
Wright.  

In lieu of flowers, Dar-
rell’s family requests that 
memorials be made to the 
St. John Lutheran Church 
Building Fund, 10801 FM 
929, Gatesville, TX 76528.

OBITUARIES

Jan Landua, age 84, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Sunday, May 19, 2024, in 
Waco.

Funeral services were 
held at 2 p.m. Friday, May 
24, at Live Oak Baptist 
Church, with Rev. Jerry 
Raines and Rev. Matthew 
Hamilton officiating.  Inter-
ment followed at Restland 
Cemetery.  

Janeva Ann Landua was 
born on Oct. 7, 1939, to 
the late Noble and Talma 
Anderson Haile.  She grew 
up in the Olin community 
of Hamilton County.  She 
graduated from Fairy High 
School in 1957, where she 
was a cheerleader and 
basketball player and voted 
“Class Favorite” her senior 
year.  After graduation, she 
went on to attend Carver 
Business College in 1958.  
She married Billy Earl Lan-
dua on Sept. 10, 1960.  

She worked at Gulf States 
Telephone Company in 
Hamilton until moving 
to Gatesville in 1964. She 
answered all the calls for 
Hamilton County Electric 
Coop, while raising her 
family. She then went to 
work for Barnhill’s De-
partment Store and White 
Elephant Department Store.  
She later began a career 
with the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice as War-
den Lucille Plane’s secre-
tary, then for the Wyndham 
School District and Wood-
men State Jail, retiring in 
2000.  Jan was an expert 
seamstress, making clothes 
for her family.  Her favorite 
job was helping raise her 
five grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.  She 

was a member of Live Oak 
Baptist Church, where she 
was a children’s Sunday 
School teacher for over 50 
years.

She was preceded in 
death by her children, 
Waylan Landua and Ronnie 
Viss; sister, Billie Loree 
Haile; and brothers, Tom 
Haile, Jim Haile, John Haile, 
Bill Haile. 

Jan is survived by her 
husband, Billy Landua; 
daughter, Cristie Pittman 
and husband, Kurt; daugh-
ter-in-love, Susan Landua; 
grandchildren, Laurri K. 
Shaw, Clayton Landua and 
wife, Stephanie, Ashley 
Landua and Natalie Mc-
Carley, Riley Miller, Linzi 
Riley and husband, Dustin, 
Colton Pittman, Emily Viss, 
and great grandchildren, 
Alexis, Kenzliegh, Case, 
Stella, Kaylor, Justus and 
Axton.

The family has desig-
nated that memorials be 
directed to the Jan Lan-
dua Childrens Ministry 
Fund, c/o Live Oak Baptist 
Church, 113 FM 107, Gates-
ville, TX 76528.

Jan Landua
Oct. 7, 1939 – May 19, 2024

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 
Call 254-466-5128

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

CARNIVAL 7th & Bridge Streets
May 30-31, 7-10 PM, $25 wristbands
June 1, opens at 10 AM., ticket sales only

PICKLEBALL Tournament June 1 & 2 
at the Pickleball Courts at Raby Park

   COLOR RUN 5K run will start at   
 the Northwest corner of Raby Park, June 1, 
 starting at 8 a.m.

CONCERT Headliner Carson Jeffrey on 
the Courthouse Square, June 1st, “Doors” open at 6 
PM, show starts at 7 PM, tickets $20 or $25 at door

 CAR, JEEP, TRUCK & 
 MOTORCYCLE SHOW
 In Raby Park on June 1 at 11 a.m.

Petting Zoo • Vendors • Food • More

50th Annual 
GATESVILLE SHIVAREE
4 Days of Fun! May 30-June 2

Color
Run

For more info: 254-865-2617 or  
https://www.facebook.com/GatesvilleShivaree/

Staff Reports

The Oglesby Lions Club 
will host a Memorial Day 
ceremony on Monday, May 
27, to honor those that 
have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in selfless service 
to our country.

The ceremony will com-
mence at approximately 
9 a.m. and will be held at 
the Oglesby Community 
Center.

The keynote speaker will 
be Tiffany N. Harrison, 
SFC, United States Army, 
retired. There will be a 
last roll call in memory 
of Johnny Barnes, United 
States Navy, WWII.

There will be a dessert 
reception to follow the 
ceremony.

The Oglesby Community 
Center is located at 118 
Main Street in Oglesby.

Oglesby Lions Club to host 
Memorial Day ceremony

This recipe appeared in the “Methodist Best” cookbook 
in 2008. The Gatesville Messenger plans to run a series of 
recipes from that cookbook. If your church has a cook-
book or if you would like to submit your own recipe of a 
favorite dish for possible publication, please email it to: 
editor@gatesvillemessenger.com.

RECIPE

COURTESY PHOTO BY DVO.COM

Hobo Bread

HOBO BREAD
BY EDITH STONE

1 ½ c. walnuts   2 c. sugar
2 c. raisins   4 c. flour
2 c. boiling water  4 level tsp. soda
2 tsp. cinnamon  ½ tsp. salt
1 ¼ c. oil or 1 c. apple sauce and ¼ oil

Put raisins, soda, and boiling water in bowl and stir. 
Cover and let set overnight or 12 hours. Add salt, sugar, 
flour, cinnamon and oil or apple sauce. Mix well. Grease 
and flour two loaf pans. Bake at 350 for one hour or until 
toothpick comes out clean. Let stand 5 minutes. Remove 
from pan and cool. Can be frozen. This bread is especially 
good for breakfast. Just heat, butter, and serve with cof-
fee or fruit juice.
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OBITUARIES

Donald Baize, age 84, of 
Crawford, passed away on 
Tuesday, May 14, 2024, 
surrounded by his adoring 
family.  Funeral services 
will be Saturday, May 18, at 
11 a.m., in Grace Gardens 
Funeral Home in Waco. 
Visitation with the family 
will be one hour prior to 
the service. 

Donald Edward Baize was 
born on Dec. 11, 1939, to 
the late Clebe and Katie 
“Leck” Baize and was 
raised in the Coryell City 
community. He gradu-
ated from Gatesville High 
School in 1957 and served 
in the U.S. National Guard 
from 1958 to 1967, begin-
ning his basic training in 
Fort Polk, Louisiana.

Donald was united 
in marriage to Garlene 
McGregor Baize on June 
27,1959, in Moody, Texas.                           
They settled in the Craw-
ford community to raise 
their boys, Barry and Jeff 
Baize, and to begin a long 
and successful career in 
the farming, ranching, and 
seed business.

Donald was a member of 
St. Paul Lutheran church in 
Crawford from 1986 until 
his death. He was a notable 
contributor to his commu-
nity in various civic roles, 
serving on the Crawford 
School Board from 1970 
to 1981, and the Crawford 
Volunteer Ambulance 
service. He was instrumen-
tal in the establishment 
of the Crawford Commu-
nity Center, serving on the 
board of the local COOP 
Farm and Ranch Supply, as 
well as serving the McLen-
nan County Farm Service 
Agency.

Donald will be best 
remembered for his kind 
and generous heart, his 
willingness to strike up a 
warm conversation at any 
time, his genuine concern 
for all, and for being the 
absolute GOAT of making 

peanut brittle.
Donald was preceded in 

death by his parents and 
loving wife. 

He is survived by his 
sons, Barry Baize and Jeff 
Baize (Molly); siblings, 
Burney Baize, Patty Clem-
mons, and John Baize 
(Joan); sisters-in-law, Gerda 
McGregor and Marsha Stan-
ford (Bill);  grandchildren, 
Chase Baize (Michelle), 
Gerik Baize (Santana), Paige 
Baize Soukup (Brandon) 
and Perri Baize; great-
grandchildren, Jordan 
Baize, McKenzie Baize, 
Finley Baize, and Cameron 
Marshall; a host of nieces 
and nephews, and a long-
time friend and compan-
ion, Johnnie Farmer.

Pallbearers will be Chase 
Baize, Gerik Baize, Terry 
Baize, Don Hothan, Brad 
Cox, and Martin Landeros.

Honorary pallbearers 
include Rodney Talbert, 
Mike Plemmons, Keith 
Nelson, Dale Westerfeld, 
Lyndon Lynch, and Marvin 
Luedeker.

The family extends its 
deepest appreciation to the 
staff at Ridgecrest Retire-
ment Center, Heartis Senior 
Care, and St. Anthony’s 
Care Center for their love 
and devotion throughout 
the years.  

Memorials may be made 
to the Crawford Volunteer 
Fire Department and Am-
bulance Service, P.O. Box 
224, Crawford, TX 76638.

Donald Baize
Dec. 11, 1939 - May 14, 2024

Judge James Franklin 
(“J.F.” / “Jim”) Clawson Jr., 
of Temple, 100, longtime 
State District Judge and 
civic leader, died Monday, 
May 20, 2024, at Corner-
stone Gardens in Temple, 
Texas.  

Clawson was born Aug. 
31,1923 in Coryell County, 
Texas, to James F. Claw-
son and Julia Josephine 
Doolittle Brazzil Clawson 
and lived in Temple most 
of his life.

He served his coun-
try during WWII and the 
Korean Conflict by enlist-
ing in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps as a pilot and pilot 
instructor and being re-
called as a member of the 
Judge Advocate General 
Corps. He was stationed 
at Upper Hayford, England 
while serving as a mem-
ber of the Judge Advocate 
General Corps.  He gradu-
ated Baylor University Law 
School in August 1948 and 
practiced general law in 
Houston before moving to 
Temple in 1959 to work 
for First National Bank as 
Trust Officer.

He served the people, 
communities, and the 
government of Texas for 
more than 50 years as 
an attorney, Bell County 
Judge, 169th District Court 
Judge, and as Judge of 
the 3rd Administrative 
Judicial District, as well 
as a Senior District Judge 
sitting by assignment in 
courts throughout Texas 
and predominantly in San 
Antonio. 

Clawson was instrumen-
tal in creating programs 
that enriched the lives of 
his community, such as 
the Bell County D.W.I. Task 
Force, the Central Texas 
Council of Governments, 
the Central Texas Military 
Alliance, and many others. 
He was an active member 
in civic and service organi-
zations in Temple and Bell 
County, including Optimist 
Club, Temple Chamber 
of Commerce (for which 
he served as President 
in 1965), board member 
of the Santa Fe Hospital, 
member of the Bell County 
Sheriff’s Posse, and Master 
Mason of the Maples Ma-
sonic Lodge #791.

He and his brothers, 
Gayle Clawson and Ray 
Clawson, established Triple 
C Realty Corportation in 
1968.  J. F. also owned a 
small mortgage company, 
which he was still involved 
in until his death.  

He was a longtime 
member of Christ Epis-
copal Church, serving as 
Junior and Senior Warden 
of the Vestry and helped to 
develop Kinsolving Canyon 

Lodge for the betterment 
of the people of the Dio-
cese of Texas. 

He married Mary Louise 
Forester, of Del Rio, Texas 
on May 4, 1945.  After her 
death in 2012, he married 
Mandi Clark on July 4, 
2020.

Clawson was preceded In 
death by his parents; his 
first wife, Mary Louise For-
ester Clawson; his sisters, 
Glee Clawson Robertson 
and Grace Clawson Bocc-
ieri; and his brothers, Gayle 
Clawson, Jan Clawson, and 
Ray Clawson.

He is survived by his 
wife, Mandi; his daughters, 
Marylou Clawson Bowen, 
of Temple, and Cathy 
Clawson Young, of Albu-
querque, NM; his son-in-
law, Dan Bowen, of Belton; 
his sister, Nova Clawson 
Festervan, of San Marcos; 
sister-in-law, Dot Forester, 
of Ft. Worth; and grandchil-
dren, Libby Bowen Herb-
ster and husband, Aaron, 
of Leander, Mary Hannah 
Bowen, of Colorado, Sallie 
Rebecca Bowen, of Dal-
las, great-grandson Aidan 
Conner Plank, of Temple, 
Kristiane (Kris) Young, 
of Maryland, and Alexan-
dra (Alix) Young, of San 
Antonio. He was “PawPaw” 
to his honorary grandchild 
and namesake, James 
Franklin King, of Rich-
mond.  He is also survived 
by many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and other relatives 
in the Clawson and For-
ester extended families.

There was a visitation 
at Scanio Harper Funeral 
Home of Temple from 5 – 
7 p.m. on Thursday, May 
23rd.  A memorial service 
will be held at a later time.

Memorials may be made 
to Christ Episcopal Church 
of Temple or the J.F. and 
Mary Clawson scholarship 
at Baylor School of Law.

The family would like to 
extend their gratitude to 
the nursing and care team 
and staff at Cornerstone 
Gardens in Temple, for 
their loving care of “The 
Judge!”

JAMES FRANKLIN “J. F.”  
CLAWSON, JR. 

Aug. 31, 1923 - May 20, 2024
Robert Andrew Amparan, 

age 72, of Pflugerville, 
passed away on Friday, 
April 5, 2024, at University 
Health Transplant Hospital 
in San Antonio.

A Celebration of Life Me-
morial Service for Robert 
will be held at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 8, at Weed-
Corley-Fish Funeral Home, 
1200 S. Bagdad Road in Le-
ander. The family requests 
casual attire. Following the 
service, family and friends 
are invited to a reception 
at The Mason Homestead, 
1101 S. Bagdad Road, 
Leander.

Robert was born in El 
Paso on Jan. 4, 1952, to the 
late Jose Andres Amparan 
and Natividad Lopez Am-
paran.  He graduated from 
Eastwood High School in 
1970.  After high school, he 
accepted a football schol-
arship to the University 
of Colorado.  His friends 
all called him “Ampi” or 
Bobby.  He will be deeply 
missed by all those who 
knew him.                                                                   

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Jose Andres 
Amparan and Natividad 
Lopez Amparan; sister, 
Norma Barron; sister, Toni 
Amparan; and niece, Sylvia 

Barron.
He is survived by his 

wife of 30 years, Heidi Beth 
Skelton, of Pflugerville; his 
daughter, Heather Holmes 
and husband, Jeremy; and 
grandson, Wyatt Fulkerson, 
of Leander.  He is also sur-
vived by five nephews: Ray 
Barron and wife, Pam, of 
El Paso; David Barron and 
wife, Michelle, of El Paso; 
Ralph Barron and wife, 
Linda, of El Paso; Eddie 
Barron and wife, Marta, of 
Austin; and Michael Barron 
and wife, Nancy, of Clovis, 
NM.

In lieu of flowers, 
Robert’s family request 
memorials be made to:  St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital (StJude.org), or 
Annunciation House (An-
nunciationhouse.org)

Robert Andrew Amparan 
Jan. 4, 1952 – Apr. 5, 2024

Richard Franks, age 86, 
of Hart, Texas, passed 
away on May 8, 2024, in 
Dimmitt. A Celebration 
of Life memorial service 
will be held on Saturday, 
May 25, at 10 a.m. in the 
Colonial Funeral Home 
Chapel in Dimmitt with 
Coby Gilbreath officiating. 
Arrangements and Crema-
tion Services have been 
entrusted to the Colonial 
Funeral Home of Dimmitt. 

Richard was born on May 
2, 1938, in Bell County, 
to Dean and Julia (El-
lis) Franks. He attended 
school in Gatesville and 
was a 1956 Gatesville 
High School graduate. He 
furthered his education 
at Texas Tech University, 
graduating in 1961 with 
his bachelor’s degree, and 
then received a master’s 
degree from Louisiana 
State University in 1963. 
Richard began his long-
time career with Wilbur El-
lis in Donna, Texas, which 
later moved him to Hart in 
1963. 

Richard was a member of 
the Hart Lions Club, First 
Baptist Church of Hart, 
and Hart Senior Citizens. 
Richard also served a term 
as Mayor of Hart. 

Richard loved to rope 
and play tennis, which he 
learned to play in his 40s. 
He was a straightforward 
man who told it like it was, 
or how he thought it was, 
and enjoyed telling a good 
joke, especially an Aggie 

joke. 
Those left to cherish 

his memories are brother, 
Gerald Franks and his wife, 
Patsy, of Hart; sister, Judy 
Whitt and her husband, 
Jimmy, of Hamilton; two 
grandchildren, Brody Gil-
bert, of Pampa, and Sydney 
Westin, of Austin; two son 
in-law’s, Mark Gilbert, of 
Pampa, and Eddie Wes-
tin, of Lubbock; longtime 
companion Mary Lockhart; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Dean 
and Julia Franks, wife, 
Carlyn Franks, and two 
daughters, Laurey Gilbert 
and Lesley Westin. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to West 
Texas Rehabilitation, 3001 
S. Jackson, San Angelo, TX 
76904, Ronald Mc Donald 
House of Amarillo, 1501 
Steit Dr., Amarillo, TX 
79106, or a charity of your 
choice.

Richard Franks
May 2, 1938 – May 8, 2024

“At that time, Melvin 
had the longest winning 
streak: 31 wins without a 

loss,” says Curtis.  “For two 
years at home games, no 
one scored on Melvin.  We 

played Mason 77 to noth-
ing, Eden 45 to nothing, 
Menard 40 to nothing, 
and they were a lot big-
ger schools.   We just had 
the right boys and the 
right coaches, and things 
clicked.”

At age 14, while in the 
eighth grade, he got a job 
as janitor at the bank in 
Melvin.

“By the ninth grade, I had 
a key to the bank and the 
combination to the vault.  I 
did that for four years at a 
dollar a day.” 

When he graduated from 
high school he had no 
interest in college.  He just 
wanted to be a banker.  He 

borrowed $175 from the 
bank, bought a car, left 
town, and found a job at a 
bank in Houston.

“I was there three years.  
They were real good to me 
in Houston.  They let me do 
everything in the bank by 
the time I was 21.”

That same year, when 
he was 21, he went to Port 
Lavaca where a new bank 
was getting organized.

“I hired all the employees, 
bought all the equipment, 
and stayed at that bank 
until I was 43.  I became 
president of that bank and 
was president for a good 
long while.”

At age 43, a close friend 

his same age had a heart 
attack.  He didn’t want that 
to happen to him, so he left 
the banking business.

“I had always been rent-
ing land, running cows.  I 
started buying and selling 
land and putting in subdivi-
sions.  Over the years, I’ve 
had 38 farms and ranches 
and 16 subdivisions in 
Texas, New Mexico, and 
Colorado.”

Curtis has three children 
and gave each one a ranch.

“So, I’m working for them 
now.”

While he was living in 
Lubbock and Santa Fe, he 
was on his way to Wimber-
ley when he went through 

Brady and saw a house he 
liked.  It had a for sale sign 
in the yard.  He called a 
realtor, and within an hour 
the house was his.

“I like it very well.  I 
enjoy it.  It covers a whole 
block.  It has ornamental 
iron fences all around it, 
two guesthouses, and a 
large meal building.  I was 
born in the hospital here in 
Brady. Now, after seeing the 
world and doing everything, 
I’m back within five blocks 
from where I was born.  
That’s what you call getting 
back to your roots.”

TUMBLEWEED SMITH

From bank janitor to bank president

W
hen Curtis Nelson was in high 
school at Melvin he played guard 
on the football team.

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

THANK YOU

and Will Coward for supporting 
Righteous Roots!

We’re on a mission.
904 E Leon Street, Gatesville, TX 76528

(254) 651-3600
info@righteousroots.orgTEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2024

Come meet your new 
best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 
need a family to love them back.
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CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

May 15
3:07 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
900 block of Bridge Street.

12:12 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1400 
block of E. Main Street.

3:03 p.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 2200 block of E. Main 
Street.

7:46 p.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 2300 block of E. Main 
Street.

May 16
4:14 a.m., Suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
100 block of N. Levita Road.

9:20 a.m., harassment was 
reported in the 200 block of 
N. 18th Street.

11:54 a.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 2200 block of E. Main 
Street.

1:23 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 200 block of 
N. 8th Street. 

May 17
1:08 a.m., a theft was 

reported in the 3300 block 
of E. Main Street.

1:49 a.m., a theft was 
reported in the 4600 block 
of S. State Highway 36.

8:10 a.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 1500 block of W. Main 
Street.

2:32 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 1600 block 
of Saunders Street.

May 18
6:30 a.m., criminal tres-

pass was reported in the 
200 block of Leisure Acres 
Road.

11:48 a.m., criminal 
mischief was reported in 
the 1600 block of W. Main 
Street.

12:23 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 4800 
block of S. State Highway 
36.

11:31 p.m., a fight was 
reported in the 2400 block 
of Business Highway 36.

May 19
12:13 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in 
the 100 block of Sun Valley 
Drive.

1:35 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 100 block of 
N. 16th Street.

2:23 p.m., a burglary was 

reported in the 1800 block 
of Bridge Street.

9:48 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Mulberry Avenue.

May 20
8:02 a.m., harassment was 

reported in the 600 block of 
Golf Course Road.

12:04 p.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 4000 block of S. State 
Highway 36.

1:58 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 1200 block 
of E. Main Street.

7:02 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Watts Lane.

May 21
11:06 a.m., harassment 

was reported in the 2100 
block of Saunders Street.

12:10 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 1600 block 
of Old Osage Road.

3:49 p.m., criminal 
mischief was reported in 
the 2000 block of E. Leon 
Street.

4:10 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
1900 block of Bridge Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

May 15
8:56 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
2500 block of N. FM 116.

10:45 a.m., an animal 
complaint was reported in 
the 900 block of County 
Road 323.

5:30 p.m., suspicious 
persons were reported on 
Lutheran Church Road.

11:52 p.m., a vehicle fire 
was reported on I-14 by 
Clear Creek.

May 16
1:02 a.m., a snake was 

reported in the 100 block of 
Baird Street.

2:07 p.m., an assault was 
reported on CMH Memorial 
Drive.

4:20 p.m., water on road-
way was reported on Cactus 
Lane and Wagon Wheel.

5:53 p.m., road blocked 
was reported in the 800 
block of Straws Mill.

May 17
10:18 a.m., a livestock 

complaint was reported in 
the 6500 block of W. High-
way 84.

5:58 p.m., a neighbor 

dispute was reported in the 
300 block of County Road 
347.

6:16 p.m., a flooding 
problem was reported in 
the 200 block of Fowler 
Street.

8:19 p.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported on FM 
215 at Coryell Creek.

May 18
6:35 a.m., criminal tres-

pass was reported in the 
200 block of Leisure Acres.

2:25 p.m., a neighbor 
dispute was reported in the 
200 block of Fowler Street.

4:22 p.m., damaged prop-
erty was reported in the 
700 block of Lawson Lane.

6:01 p.m., suspicious 
persons were reported on S. 
Highway 36 at Flat.

May 19
2:26 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported on W. 
County Road 268.

12:03 p.m., vandalism was 
reported in the 900 block of 
Luthern Church Road.

2:36 p.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported in the 
400 block of Ranier Road.

6:51 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 

County Road 113.
May 20
8:40 a.m., criminal mis-

chief was reported in the 
900 block of County Road 
118.

12:56 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
Slater Road.

8:20 p.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 200 block of 
Skyline Circle.

8:28 p.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported on FM 
929 and Cedar Mountain 
Road.

May 21
7:45 a.m., a major ac-

cident was reported in the 
7000 block of S. Highway 
36.

8:06 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
15,600 block of S. Highway 
36.

10:13 a.m., illegal dump-
ing was reported on County 
Road 341.

2:38 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 16,700 block 
of S. Highway 36.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of May 15 – May 21.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more 
significant activity. People are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s 
office at 865-7201.

The DISPATCH

Gatesville Civic Center
June 1 & 2

BUY – SELL – TRADE
Saturday, 9am-5pm
Sunday, 10am-3pm

ADMISSION: $7 per person • Kids 15 and under Free
Free Parking • For more info. call 817-929-1816

GUN SHOW bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For Appointment

Walk-ins Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

We’ll Buy Your 
Gold & Silver

Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 5/21/24).......

$2423.90
SILVER (XAG/USD 5/21/24)..........

$31.98

The time each evening 
will be from 6-8:30 p.m. 
with dinner at 5:30. Par-
ents’ Night will be on the 
13th. This year’s theme is 
Barrier Rock Beach.  Every-
one is welcome to come 
and enjoy the fellowship.

Kinsley McPherson was 
honored on her 17th 
birthday with a trip to New 
Braunfels by her parents, 
Mark and Kelli McPherson. 
Those who attended were 
her family and friends.

David Hopson was hon-
ored on his 68th birthday 
Sunday with a dinner by 
his family.  Those who 
attended were his children 
and grandchildren.

Congratulations to Miss 
Olivia Lois Long who grad-
uated at Gatesville Primary 

School from Kindergarten 
and will now enter the first 
grade at the new Gatesville 
Elementary School.

Those who had birth-
days in this month were 
Beckham Sanders, Randy 
Cole, Miles Wallace, Amy 
Veazey, Lynda Brim, 
Tristan Hopson, Cindy 
Long, Brent Wolff, Kelly 
Dunnivan, Bryce Cole, Glo-
ria Shaffer, Janet Ortega, 
Kinsley McPherson, Stormy 
Crum, Jamie Veazey, Holli 
Williams, Kim Dahl, David 
Hopson, Ronnie Gonzalez, 
Patti Pruett, Meredith Cox, 
Denise Kleshick, Suzy Cox, 
Kathy Cole and Caegan 
Michaels.

Barbara’s Notes: Happy 
Memorial Day everyone!

BY BARBARA HOPSON

Mound News 
Correspondent

MOUND NEWS

Mound is hosting VBS

M
ound Cowboy Church and White 

Mound Baptist Church are having 

their annual VBS Sunday June 9-13. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

The First National Bank of Central Texas (FNBCT) recently donated $50,000 to five local non-profits within the community. Each 
organization received a donation of $10,000. Those receiving the donations were Gatesville Boys and Girls Club, Righteous Roots, 
Coryell County 4-H, the Gatesville Senior Center, and The Big Sting. FNBCT opened their doors in early March, holding multi-
ple meet-and-greets along with a ribbon cutting on May 16. FNBC T is located at 2908 East Main Street in Gatesville and can be 
reached by calling 254-216-6040. Gatesville Hornets’ mascot Buzz is pictured on behalf of The Big Sting, along with Gatesville 
branch bank president Will Coward.

1ST NATIONAL BANK GIVES AWAY $50,000

Submitted Item

The Turnersville 67th an-
nual homecoming program 
will be held on Sunday, 
May 26, at the Turnersville 
Tabernacle. Registration 
will begin at 9 a.m. Be sure 
to arrive early for fellow-
ship and to enjoy coffee 
and donuts.

The Homecoming Memo-
rial Program will com-
mence at 11 a.m., and the 
guest speaker will be Matt 
Dossey.

One of the most trea-
sured traditions is to 
honor veterans who have 
proudly served our coun-
try. To instill patriotism, 
at the beginning of the 
service, the children will be 
asked to follow local veter-
ans posting flags down an 
aisle which will lead to the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Chil-
dren who are too young 
to walk will be carried by 
proud parents.

The Turnersville Cem-

etery was formed in the 
early 1900s. It is honored 
to be the resting place for 
veterans’ graves. Around 
275 veterans from at 
least six wars have been 
inventoried and decorated 
with the American flag 
during each Memorial Day 
weekend by members of 
the community.

The two oldest graves 
in the cemetery include 
Harrsion Owens who 
served during the Texas 

Revolution and John Black, 
who served during the 
Civil War.

The program will be 
followed by the traditional 
meal, which will be served 
in the community center. 
Dinnerware, bread, drinks, 
and water will be provided. 
Those attending are en-
couraged to bring a favor-
ite dish or two, and to stay 
after the program to enjoy 
the variety of foods while 
renewing friendships.

Turnersville to host annual homecoming May 26
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BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY BAPTIST
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; 
Sunday Bible study 10 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN BAPTIST
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS 
BAPTIST
Bob Phillips, pastor; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD BAPTIST
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesville; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 
a.m., adult Bible study 6 
p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ & youth Bible study 
6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 
a.m.; Wednesdays – 
Prayer & Bible Study 7 
p.m.; Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Supper first 
Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast 
second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
Dr. Pete Keough, Pastor; 
912 E. Main St., Gatesville;
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Children 
& Youth 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
(supper provided), Adult 
Bible Study 6-7:00 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
120 College Ave.; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m., Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY BAPTIST
Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; 2819 S. Hwy. 36, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY BAPTIST
A.C. Painter, pastor; 
1750 FM 215, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY BAPTIST
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO BAPTIST
Matt Dossey, pastor; 
11420 N. State Hwy. S; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:50 
a.m.
KING BAPTIST
Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY BAPTIST
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 
& HWY 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m. & 
1 p.m., Family Bible Study 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK BAPTIST
Pastor Matthew Hamilton; 
113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday eve-
nings: Choir at 5:30 p.m., 
Children & Youth Activities, 
Adult Bible Study at 6:15 
p.m.
MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”
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(254) 865-8489 

6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7 
p.m. Wednesday.
OSAGE BAPTIST
Chris Thomas, pastor; 
7505 FM 185, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY 
CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE BAPTIST
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE BAPTIST
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY 
BAPTIST
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 
301, Jonesboro; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PURMELA BAPTIST
Pastor: Brenden Hough; 
875 FM 932, Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME BAPTIST
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 
p.m.
SPANISH BAPTIST
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.
TRINITY BAPTIST
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
BAPTIST
Jon Crosby, Pastor; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW BAPTIST
Interim Pastor: Malachi 
Houser; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL BAPTIST
Mike Barron, pastor; 
2040 CR 238, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 10 a.m.; 
Sunday  worship 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
WHITE MOUND BAPTIST
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: 
P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 
76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third 
Saturday at 8 a.m. Inside: 
3075 FM 931, outside: 
2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, 
Mound, TX 76558.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 
a.m. (English) & 12 
p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. 
& Wednesday-Friday at 
7 a.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Deral McWhorter, 
minister; 104 Cedar 
Ridge, Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 
W. Brooks Dr., Evant; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 
a.m., Sunday worship 
10:20 a.m. &  12:30 p.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
FORT GATES CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
4605 St. Hwy. 36 S., 
Gatesville; Sunday 

worship 10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Justin Hall, minister; 
2417 E. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Bible class 9:30 
a.m., Sunday service 
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday 
Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
clases y servicios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays 
– Bible Study 5:30 p.m.; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or 
Steve 254-865-3559.
PEARL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE 
CHURCH OF GOD
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 
Lutheran Church Rd., 
Copperas Cove; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m.   
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, 
Coryell City; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m.
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 
1114, The Grove; Sunday 
School 9 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED 
METHODIST
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT METHODIST
235 US-281, Evant; 
Dennis Dutton, Pastor; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
FIRST METHODIST 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children 
& Adult Bible Studies at 6 
p.m. AA meets Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday at 
6:30 p.m.
GATESVILLE UNITED 
METHODISTS
All are welcome. Meetings 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. at J&M BBQ. 
For more information, call 
254-223-0665.
OGLESBY UNITED 
METHODIST
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m.
PIDCOKE METHODIST
Rev. Pete Harris; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
Sacrament services 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
CHURCH
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 W.; Sunday 
services 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday service 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m., 

Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; 
Sunday school 10 a.m., 
Sunday services 11 a.m. & 
6 p.m., Thursdays 7 p.m.; 
2518 Bridge St.; 254-392-
9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Wray Nunn, pastor; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday worship 
6:30 p.m.; Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 
Osage Rd., Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesville; 865-6222. 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Pat Cole, Pastor; 4460 FM 
930, Levita;  Sunday Bible 
Study 9:45 a.m.; Sunday 
worship  10:45 a.m.; 
Tuesday OWLS Kid Group 
6-8 p.m.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, 
Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 
236; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
TABERNACLE OF 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, 
Gatesville;  Sundays 10 
a.m.; Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
254-206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesdays Bible 
Study 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday service, 7:30 
p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor; 1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

REFORMED
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY 
CHURCH
Worship Saturdays 5 p.m., 
Bible fellowship Sundays 
10 a.m.; 4995 FM 929

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
Youth Sunday Service 
9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-
4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles
103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North

Gatesville, Texas 76528
254-865-6131

You will seek me 
and find me when 
you seek me with 
all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGECoryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 
(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE BUSINESSES.

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint
Plumbing • Electrical

Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 
needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX
254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION
& SEPTIC TANK 
SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE
254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 
DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month, a nation-
al observance which was 
established in 1949 by Men-
tal Health America to bring 
attention to the importance 
of mental well-being.

The awareness month 
aims to destigmatize 
mental illnesses and raises 
awareness on suicide while 
drawing attention to 
psychological disorders 
and communities it affects 
nationwide. Across the 
country, individuals and or-
ganizations step up to raise 
awareness and help address 
the challenges faced by 
people living with mental 
health conditions.

Melanie Webb, founder of 
Righteous Roots Crisis Re-
source Center said, “Mental 
Health Awareness Month 
helps people recognize the 
ways mental illness impacts 
their lives, educates people 
about available services, 
and highlights ways to 
advocate, even if they don’t 
have a mental illness.”

Despite recent strides in 
how our society approaches 
mental well-being, many 
Americans still do not have 
access to the high-quality, 
comprehensive treatment 
and the care they need.

According to thenational-
council.org and psychiatry.

org:
- 47.2 percent of United 

States adults with mental 
illness received treatment 
in 2021.

- One in 20 U.S. adults 
experience serious mental 
illness each year.

- One in six U.S. youth 
have a mental health condi-
tion, but only half receive 
treatment.

- Fifty percent of all men-
tal illness begins by age 14, 
and 75% by the age of 24.

- Half of all chronic men-
tal illness begins by age 14.

- One in 24 adults has a 
serious mental illness.

- One in 12 has a sub-
stance use disorder.

- Suicide is the 10th lead-
ing cause of death for all 
ages. It is more common 
than homicide.

- People with mental ill-
nesses are no more likely 
to be violent than those 
without a mental health 
disorder. In fact, those 
with mental illness are 10 
times more likely to be the 
victims of violent crime.

Webb expressed that 
when it comes to keeping 
a positive mindset, she 
always starts small.

“If you find yourself 
overwhelmed with the 
thought of getting out of 
bed, make a daily goal to do 
something,” she said. Her 
examples include taking 

a shower, taking out the 
trash, calling a friend, go-
ing for a walk, going to the 
gym, or simply opening the 
windows and doors to your 
home to let fresh air inside.

She mentioned that the 
annual awareness month 
also helps with reducing the 
stigma that is attached to 
mental illness and seeking 
treatment for it.

“Stigma and affordability 
are the leading causes for 
people not seeking treat-
ment for mental illness,” 
she said. “I believe that to 
break the stigma, we have 
to talk about it more so that 
people will realize they are 
not alone in their battle and 
that there is help.”

Mental health is often 
stigmatized because of a 
lack of understanding about 
what mental health condi-
tions are and what it’s like 
to live with a mental health 
condition.

Healthline.com states, 
“Generally, the lack of 
understanding about men-
tal health, as well as the 
harmful assumptions about 
people living with mental 
health conditions, is at the 
heart of the stigma. This 
can result in avoidance, 
rejection, infantilization, 
and other discriminations 
against people who are 
neurodivergent, or have a 
mental health condition.”

The National Institute of 
Mental Health reported that 
in 2021, one in five adults 
live with a type of mental 
illness.

For those seeking treat-
ment, all mental health con-
ditions should be discussed 
with a doctor. Treatment 
options include, but are 
not limited to any combina-
tion of counseling, spiritual 
guidance, exercise, medica-
tion, or vitamins.

“I don’t want anyone 
to struggle alone,” she 
said. “Righteous Roots 
was founded in order to 
provide support to people 
during their most vulner-
able moments, and we have 
been removing barriers by 
providing no cost services 
locally.”

Righteous Roots offers 
support groups for men, 
women, and a wide array of 
classes that all tend to the 
well-being of individuals 
and families.

“Almost everything we do 
at Righteous Roots relates 
to positive mental health,” 
she said.

The center provides self-
enrichment classes such 
as anger management, 
parenting, money manage-
ment, relationship strength-
ening, life skills, Domestic 
Violence 101, and ongoing 
Bible studies. It also offers 
a wide array of services 

to victims of crime such 
as legal advocacy, crisis 
intervention, information 
and referral, as well as peer 
support.

“Everything we do at 
Righteous Roots is to sup-
port the physical, mental, 

and emotional well-being 
of those who need it most,” 
she said.

Mental Health Awareness Month observed annually in May

ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Melanie Webb, founder of Righteous Roots Crisis Resource Center.
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 The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recently held a ribbon cutting ceremony to welcome Hinds Fine Jewelers to their new location. 
Hinds specializes in custom jewelry as well as cleaning and repairs. Hinds Fine Jewelers is located at 1603 East Main Street.

RIBBON CUTTING HELD AT HINDS FINE JEWELERS & GIFTS

Staff Reports

Memorial Day is a federal holiday that commemorates 
the men and women who have died while serving in the 
military for the United States of America.

Formally known as Decoration Day, it’s a federal holi-
day observed yearly on the last Monday of May.

The history of Memorial Day dates to the American Civil 
War. It started as an event to honor soldiers who had died 
during the war. It is said to be inspired by the way people 
in the southern states honored the dead.

The original national celebration of Decoration Day 
took place on May 30, 1868.

Businesses and governmental offices across Coryell 
County will join the rest of the nation on Monday, May 27, 
in celebrating Memorial Day.

Closings in the immediate area include:

GOVERNMENT
The City of Gatesville, the City of Oglesby, the City of 

Evant, the Coryell County Courthouse, and the Farm Ser-
vice Agency will be closed on Monday.

SCHOOLS
All local schools will have finished the school year. The 

Boys and Girls Club will be closed.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Extraco Bank, Cadence Bank, Educator’s Credit Union, 

and the First National Bank of Gatesville, Evant, and 
Oglesby will be closed on Monday.

POST OFFICES
All local post offices will be closed on Monday.

LIBRARY
The Gatesville Public Library will be closed on Monday.

SENIOR CENTER
The Gatesville Senior and Multi-Service Center will be 

closed on Monday.

MUSEUM
The Coryell County Museum and Historical Center will 

be closed on Monday.

NEWSPAPER
The Gatesville Messenger will be closed on Monday in 

observance of Memorial Day and will re-open on Tuesday, 
May 28.

Memorial Day closures 
set for May 27 holiday
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Hay cutting and baling, 5x5 
1/2 round bales, net wrapped. 
Larry Riddle 254-248-2205 
00030719

035

Wanted
 

Father and son looking for 
long term hunting lease, many 
years experience and respect-
ful hunters. Travis. 817-578-
1891 00030797

037

Help Wanted
 

Johnson Roofing is currently 
hiring Experienced Commer-
cial Roofers, Experienced 
Metal Framers Immediately. 
$500 Hiring Bonus after 1st 
week of employment! Top 
Pay and Benefits! Email re-
sumé HR@JRoof.com 00030777

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES: Tree 
Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, French Drains, and 
Moving Services. 254-239-
8842. John 3:16! Like us on 
Facebook! 00030775

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030771

 

 

25 CENT SALE! Tues., 
05/28 - Sat., 06/01. The Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m. 
00030759

 

Garage Sale: Sat., May 25, 8 
a.m.-? 205 CR 321 (Mound) 
Rain or Shine! Everything 
must go! 
00030813

    

 

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at
www.CoryellHealth.org

humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation 
• Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

   • Matching 457B    
      investments 
   • Tuition Reimbursement 

• Health, Dental, Life and
   supplemental Insurances

EOE.

SOME POSITIONS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN ON BONUS. ASK FOR DETAILS.

HOME HEALTH: 
• RN – FT 

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT
LIVING:
• CNA – FT & PRN Night Shift 
MEDICAL CLINIC: 
• Clinic Nurse Supervisor
• Clinic Nurse Manager
CULINARY: 
• Patient Dining Associate 
• Cook 
DIALYSIS:
• RN Charge Nurse
• LVN – PT
EMPLOYEE HEALTH: 
• Employee Health RN
EMS:
• Paramedic – FT & PRN 
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT: 

• RN – PRN, Night Shift
• PRN – All Shifts 
HOUSEKEEPING:
• Housekeepers – FT 
• Landscaper – FT or PT
ICU:
• RN – FT, All Shifts
LAB:
• MLT or MT – FT or PRN
• Point of Care Assistant – FT
MED/ SURG: 
• Night Shift House Supervisor 
• RN or LVN – FT, Night Shift
RADIOLOGY:  
• CT/X-Ray Tech – PRN
TDH MRT & ARRT w/1 year 
experience in CT/X-Ray 

SURGERY: 
• Pre-Op/PACU RN
• Director of Surgical Services

**FULL TIME SIGN ON BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE WITH 
ONE YEAR COMMITMENT FOR SPECIFIC AREA’S LVNS, 

CMAS, CNAS
BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments 
 Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts   
 for Charge Nurse and Nursing
• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts   
 for Charge Nurse and Nursing 
• Occupational Therapist – FT

• Physical Therapist Asst – FT
• COTA – FT
• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
• CMA/CNA – FT, All Shifts

EOE.

Roads • Tanks • Driveways, 
Septic Systems • Land Clearing

Building Pads • Trenching
254-432-1705

CELL 254-216-2938

NOLTE’S CONSTRUCTION

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas
Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054
TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service, small or 
large acreage. Call 254-
223-3119. 00030754

FERGUSON ROOFING: 
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential. Free Estimates! 
254-466-5128 00030769

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00030770

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00030773

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00030774

NOTICE OF CALL FOR BIDS
LISTING BROKER FOR SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

The objective in issuing this Notice of Call for Bids is to solicit 
bids from qualified Brokers for the listing of certain designated 
real property owned by the County for sale, such property lo-
cated in Coryell County, as fully described in the Notice of 
Call for Bids.

BID START DATE: May 14, 2024
BID CLOSING DATE: June 18, 2024

BID SELECTION: June 25, 2024, at Commissioners’ Court 
Session

All qualified Brokers interested in providing bids for the listing 
for sale of real property detailed herein, should respond with 
a written proposal to the County. Final selection will be made 
in accordance with the policies and administrative directive of 
the County and other statutory provisions. Responses must be 
received by 11:00 a.m. on June 18, 2024, to Coryell County, 
Office of the County Attorney, 210 S. 7th St., Gatesville, TX 
76528, after which time and date they will no longer be accept-
ed. Late responses will be returned and will not be considered. 
Responses may be mailed or delivered in person. The complete 
bid documents are available on the Coryell County website at 
www.coryellcounty.org or in the Office of the County Attor-
ney. Telephone number is (254) 865-3180.

Pursuant to Texas Local Government Code 263.008, titled 
Broker Agreements and Fees for the Sale of Real Property, 
the County can contract with a Broker licensed under Chapter 
1101, Occupations Code to sell or lease a tract of real property 
that is owned by the county. The commissioners court of a 
county may pay a fee if a broker produces a ready, willing, 
and able buyer who is produced by any broker using the mul-
tiple-listing service and who submits the highest cash offer, 
without being required to conduct a public auction, or comply 
with other competitive bidding requirements, including those 
set out in Texas Local Government Code 263.001.

015

Farm & Ranch

045

Services

045

Services

045

Services

060

Garage Sale

096

Auctions

7th

No. 24-10961

IN THE ESTATE OF MARY FRANCES FLOYD, DE-
CEASED

IN THE COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF CORYELL COUN-
TY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Mary Frances Floyd, deceased, were issued on 
March 11, 2024, in Cause No. 24-10961, pending in the Coun-
ty Court at Law of Coryell County, Texas, to James Michael 
Floyd.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

James Zeigler
Attorney at Law
620 E. Leon St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DATED  the 5th day of April, 2024.

James K. Zeigler
Attorney for James Michael Floyd
State Bar No.: 24098654
620 E. Leon St.
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Telephone: (254) 865-7255
Fax: (254) 865-6925
James.Zeigler@coryellcounty.com

00030732

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the Texas Property Code, Ideal Self 
Storage-Gatesville, located at 1611 E. Main St., Gatesville, 
TX 76528, is having an online auction. The property is being 
sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. The sale will be held at stor-
ageauctions.com beginning Monday, June 3, 2024 at 11 A.M. 
Seller reserves the right to withdraw any property from the sale 
upon payment in full. Bidding sale will end on Monday, June 
10, 2024 at 11 A.M. Units to be sold: John Flores. Inventory: 
Household goods, clothing, tools, and misc. items.

00030801

Notice of Public Meeting

The Oglesby Housing Authority will hold a Public Meeting on 
June 27th, 2024, at 1:00 P.M., at Oglesby Housing Authority, 
to receive comments on the 2023-2027 Capital Fund 5-year 
Action Plan Budgets. All documents are on display and avail-
able for viewing at the office of the Housing Authority, located 
at 118 College Ave. (office), Monday through Wednesday be-
tween the hours of 10:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

00030806

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Valerie Jean McLaughlin, Deceased, were issued 
on 4-30-24, in Cause No. 24-10986, pending in the County 
Court-at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: Russell J. Stof-
ferahn.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney at Law
907 S. Main St.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522

DATED the 14th day of May, 2024.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Russell J. Stofferahn
State Bar No.: 04091800
907 S. Main St., Copperas Cove, TX 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
Email: doriraymistic@hotmail.com 

0030809

099

Public Notices

096

Auctions
NO RESERVE AUCTION - $5 START! 100% Online - New, 
Returns, & Overstock Items. Pick up in Temple. www.kil-
fordauctions.com

00030812

099

Public Notices

099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices

102

Real Estate
102

Real Estate

FOR ALL LISTINGS
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.BURKSREALESTATE.COM

Calvin Burks - Broker
(254) 865-3601

Lindy Burks
(254) 206-0643

Johnny Burks
(254) 223-0833

Evant, TX
Office: 254-471-5738

Need to
Place a

Classified
Ad?

Call 865-5212
116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX
(on the square)
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PRUITT’S
Hwy. 36 & FM 929

865-5602

Convenience Store * Drive-thru Beer Barn

R & M
Fencing & Dozing

Larry Riddle: 254-248-2205
Joyce McAdams: 254-248-4318

SHORT TERM AND LONG TERM CARE

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville
254-865-7575

www.hillsideml.com

2513 S. State TX 36 • 254-865-2417
Drive Thru • Delivery Available 2820 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX

254-865-6900

P.O. Box 58, Gatesville
(254) 865-8489

254-865-6061

Park StreetTM

BURGERS

1602 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX

M&W AG 
SUPPLY

Owners: Graham Wall
and Scott Marwitz

Evant, Texas  254-471-5500

Roger Miller

Coryell County Judge

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

120 Reno Road 
Gatesville, TX 76528

Master Lic. No. 42617

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Robert L. BerryRobert L. Berry
        DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., 

        716 E. Leon Street, 
        Gatesville, TX 76528

512-810-1002

213 E. Main, Gatesville
254-865-6315




Comer
Automotive 

Serving Coryell Since 1980

254-865-7000
103 Park St., Gatesville

EQUIPMENT SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS
102 FM 107, Gatesville • 254-865-1000

www.hillside-outdoors.com

Ryan Basham
Coryell County Commissioner

Precinct 3

Jennifer
Newton

Coryell County Clerk

254-206-3300
4701 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528 • Lonestar.auto@yahoo.com

Tim Beck’s Maytag 
Home Appliance Center

Bob Beck’s Appliance Service
4829 E. US Hwy. 84 • (254) 865-5705

To subscribe call 
254-865-5212.

Justin 
Carothers

  Coryell CountyTax Assessor/
Collector & Voter Registrar

Gatesville Family Dental
220 Memorial Dr. • 865-7272

Personal, 
friendly

dental care 

718 Main Street, Gatesville
(254) 865-5007

Spur Capital of Texas

Coryell MuseumCoryell Museum
& Historical Center& Historical Center

2105 East Main St., Gatesville
Offi ce 865-8954 | Cell 216-9599

Lute Sullins,
 Owner/Broker

“Always putting you fi rst”

Gatesville 254-865-2783

Evant
254-471-5531

Oglesby
254-470-2261

American Legion Post 42
Charles D. Jageler, TX

214 Watts Lane
Gatesville, TX 76528
(254) 865-4134

For Veterans and Community 

www.leairdsfurniture.com

Gatesville Civic CenterGatesville Civic Center
(254) 865-8951(254) 865-8951

www.visitgatesvilletx.comwww.visitgatesvilletx.com

Civilians who join the military fi nd their 
lives change forever upon entering the 
service. The armed forces shape a person, 

teaching discipline, humility, bravery, and many 
other life lessons. Joining the military often 
means making substantial personal sacrifi ces, 
as servicemen and women are typically called 
away from their families and the comforts of 
home.

Many grateful men and women want to show 
their appreciation to those who risk their lives 
to defend their country, but they may not always 
know how. The following are a number of ways 
you can show your appreciation to members of 
the military.

•  Thank a service member. If you see a 
person in uniform, thank them for their service 
to the country. Use the person’s title if you 
can identify rank, or simply use the respectful 
terms of “sir or madam.” Though a simple 
gesture, a verbal token of gratitude can go a 
long way toward brightening a soldier’s day.

•  Volunteer with a veteran’s association. 
Volunteering is another way to show veterans 
and active service members how much you 
appreciate the sacrifices they have made. 
Volunteer at a veteran’s hospital or help to 
organize an event that’s commemorating the 
efforts of local veterans and active service 
members. 

•  Raise funds. Fundraisers are another way 
to show military members how much you 
appreciate their service. Collect money for a 
military-based scholarship, asking a local high 
school or university to establish the scholarship 
in the name of a local veteran or active duty 
service member.

•  Provide a forum in which a serviceman or 
servicewoman can share his or her story. 
Soldiers can offer unique insight on issues that 
affect civilians, and the community can benefi t 
from servicemen and women who share their 
stories. When hosting a community event, ask 
a soldier to be a keynote speaker.

•  Send gifts to active military. Make care 
packages or write cards and thank you notes to 
stationed troops. Organizations like the USO, 
Military-Missions.org or AnySoldier.com can 
ensure your packages make their way into the 
hands of soldiers.

•  Help an active duty service member’s 
family. Spouses of active duty military 
personnel often must handle all of the chores 
that come with managing a household on their 
own. To show how much you appreciate a 
service member’s efforts, offer to lend a hand 
around his or her house. This can make life 
easier on a service man or woman’s spouse, 
and your companionship may provide a world 
of good. 

•  Publicly display your patriotism. Active 
duty service members and veterans joined the 
military to defend our way of life, and you can 
show pride for your country and appreciation 
for their efforts by hanging a fl ag outside of 
your home.

•  Pick up the tab. Surprise a person in uniform 
by paying for his or her meal at a restaurant. 
It’s a simple gesture, but it shows how much 
you appreciate that service member’s sacrifi ce.

Gestures that show military personnel how much 
you appreciate them need not be lavish. Any and 
all expressions of gratitude can make a world of 
difference.

How to show your appreciation    
to members of the military

Helping families of fallen and 
active service members

Memorial Day is the day when 
Americans remember and honor 
military personnel who lost their 

lives while serving their country. Though its 
unoffi cial designation as the start of summer 
makes Memorial Day weekend a time of 
celebration for many people, the families of 
fallen and active service members often fi nd 
Memorial Day weekend has its fair share of 
heartache as well.

Families of fallen service members who lost 
their lives defending their country tend to 
fi nd solace in ceremonies honoring those who 
made the ultimate sacrifi ce. But there are other 
ways civilian men and women can honor both 
active and fallen service members in their 
communities. 

•  Include families of fallen and active 
service members in your weekend 
activities. Memorial Day weekend is a three-
day weekend at the end of May, when the 
weather is warming up in much of the country. 
The weekend marks the return of backyard 
barbecues or pool parties, and such events 
are a great opportunity for civilians to invite 
the families of fallen service members over to 
share some fun in the sun. Memorial Day can 
be an especially diffi cult time for the loved 
ones of fallen service members, and even the 
few hours of relief that a barbecue, pool party 
or picnic can provide can make a welcome 
respite from an otherwise diffi cult weekend.

•  Make a charitable donation. Numerous 
charities exist to support soldiers and their 
families. Such charities exist to support the 
families of fallen soldiers, injured soldiers or 
even those families struggling while a family 

member is on active deployment. Men and 
women who want to help can do so by making 
a charitable donation. And such donations do 
not have to be fi nancial. The Hero MilesSM 

program, for example, allows men and women 
to donate their frequent fl yer miles to wounded, 
injured or ill service members or their families. 
This allows service members who meet certain 
criteria to be given a round-trip airline ticket 
from a medical center to their home or to 
attend an authorized event. In addition, service 
members can give a round-trip ticket to enable 
family members or close friends to visit them 
while they are receiving medical treatment. 
Since its inception, the program, which is 
administered by the nonprofi t Fisher House 
Foundation, has provided more than 36,000 
airline tickets worth more than $55 million. 
To learn more, visit www.fi sherhouse.org. 
Numerous other charities exist to help service 
members and their families in a variety of 
ways.

•  Organize events in your community. 
Every community benefi ts from the efforts 
of active service members and the efforts of 
those service members who gave their lives in 
service of their country. Men and women who 
want to express their gratitude for such service 
can organize events to do just that. Speak to 
local merchants and encourage them to offer 
discounts to military members and their 
families throughout Memorial Day weekend. 
Or organize an ice cream social for the 
children of active or fallen service members. 
Such events can be uplifting for the families 
of service members while raising community 
awareness of the important role our soldiers 
play.
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Submitted by Rickey 
Phillips 

Gatesville High School 
will be well-represented 
during the upcoming 
Heart of Texas FCA Vic-
tory Bowl All-Star Games.

GHS will be represented 
by seven athletes in four 
different sports, plus two 
head coaches.

The FCA Victory Bowl 
events are Central Texas 
All-Star games featur-
ing graduated seniors 
from the 12-county areas 
covered by the Heart of 
Texas FCA chapter, which 
includes more than 100 
high schools in every clas-

sification.  
Victory Bowl week be-

gins the Wednesday be-
fore the game and is filled 
with service projects, 
entertainment, practices, 
clinics, and much more 
leading up to the actual 
All-Star games.

Below are details on 
each game:

Girls Basketball - Taylor 
Coward

The game will be played 
at Fairfield High School 
on May 29 at 5 p.m. 

Baseball - Bralen Veazey
The game will be played 

at the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor in Belton 

on May 31 at 6:30 p.m. 

Football - Zach Bryant, 
Nathan Elliott, L.J. Hall, and 
Tookie Jones

The game will be played 
at Waco ISD Stadium on 
June 1 at 10 a.m. 

GHS head coach Aaron 
Hunter will be the head 
coach and will be joined 
by members of his coach-
ing staff.

Volleyball - Barrett Boyd
The game will be played 

at Waco University High 
School on June 1 at 3 p.m. 

GHS head coach Janey 
Weber will be the head 
coach.

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

This past Friday, on May 
17, the Lady Eagles softball 
team went down in history 
as the first Jonesboro High 
School softball team to cap-
ture the title of Region 2 
Champions and is now state 
bound.

The ladies played against 
the Dodd City Lady Hornets 
on Friday where they won 8-7 
with a total of eight runs and 
11 hits for the team.

The stats for the Lady 
Eagles includes Adalyna 

Andrade, 4 AB, 1 R, 1 H; Em-
ily Turner, 3 AB, 2 R, 3 H; 
Kyleigh Walker, 4 AB, 1 R, 2 
H; Julie Henderson, 4 AB, 1 
R, 1 H; Ally Thorman, 3 AB, 1 
R; Leighla Hernandez, 4 AB; 
Campbell Gustin, 4 AB, 2 R, 
2 H; Kylee Gould, 3 AB, 1 H; 
Lynlee Deats, 3 AB, 1 H.

The girls will travel to play 
in Austin on Tuesday, May 
28 at the University of Texas 
Softball Complex. The oppo-
nent and times for the game 
are to be determined at the 
moment.

Tickets for the state game 
will be available for purchase 
on Monday, May 27 at 8 a.m. 
All tickets are to be pur-
chased online and download-
ed to a mobile device prior 
to arrival at the stadium, as 
no tickets will be sold upon 
arrival. An individual session 
will cost $15 per person, and 
for an all-tournament pass it 
will cost $100 per person.

For further details, con-
tact Jonesboro Independent 
School District at 254-463-
2111.

BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Contributing Writer 

Gatesville baseball season 
ended their season in a re-
gional quarterfinals loss to 
district rival Salado on May 
18 putting an end to another 
deep playoff run and cap-
ping the careers of a senior 
class that changed the trajec-
tory of the Hornets program. 

The 5-0 loss to the Eagles 
in game three of the series 
meant the end of the careers 
of Justin Johnson, Lawson 
Mooney, Braley Veazey, Ca-
den Brister, Clayton Grego-
ry, Riley Watson, and Sean 
Aguilar – a collective unit 
that helped the Hornets to 
66 wins over the last four 
seasons. 

Amongst those wins were 
eight playoff victories over 
the last two seasons as 
Gatesville captured bi-dis-
trict and area titles in 2023 
and 2024. Prior to defeat-
ing Marble Falls in the 2023 
bi-district round, Gatesville 
had been winless in the post-
season since 2010. After 

taking down the Mustangs, 
the Hornets topped Giddings 
for the area crown but fell 
to eventual state champion 
China Spring in the regional 
quarterfinals. 

Another trip to the re-
gional quarterfinals – and 
perhaps beyond – was ex-
pected in 2023, and the Hor-
nets delivered it the first two 
rounds. They blasted Lago 
Vista 7-3 and 8-0 to sweep 
the bi-district round then 
pushed past a series-opening 
loss to Caldwell to win the fi-
nal two games and snag their 
second straight area title. 

Gatesville and Salado tied 
for second in 23-4A in 2024 
with identical 7-3 league 
records after splitting their 
games against each other. 
Eagles easily dispatched 
Georgetown Gateway and 
La Grange in the first two 
rounds to set up the regional 
quarterfinals series that ev-
eryone knew was coming.

Like most Gatesville play-
off series, weather threw a 
wrench in the schedule as 

it cancelled game one and 
forced a double-header on 
May 18.  

Salado took game one of 
the series 3-2 on a game-win-
ning sacrifice fly in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning. 
The Eagles loaded the bases 
via an error and two singles, 
then got the winning run 
when Brody Cole’s fly ball 
carried Miles Tull deep into 
centerfield and allowed the 
run to score. 

Gatesville took an early 
lead in the top of the 4th in-
ning. Bradey James tripled 
to right field off of Salado’s 
Logan Flores, then scored 
when Gehrig Keeton singled 
to left field. James helped get 
another run home in the top 
of the fifth inning when his 
ground ball forced an error 
and allowed Mooney to score 
to make it 2-0. 

But Salado came back with 
two of their own in the bot-
tom of the fifth to tie the 
game 2-2 before ultimately 
winning it in the bottom of 
the seventh. 

James started on the 
mound for Gatesville in the 
opener going six innings, 
allowing just four hits and 
two runs. Mooney, Veazey, 
Gregory, and Johnson also 
had hits in game one. 

Down 0-1 in the series 
and facing elimination, the 
Hornets handed the ball to 
Veazey to save their season, 
and he more than delivered 
throwing a dominant no-
hitter to help push Gatesville 
to a 1-0 win and a 1-1 tie in 
the series. 

Veazey - Temple College 
signee – struck out 11 Salado 
hitters while walking two 
and hitting one batter. The 
only hard hit ball of the night 
was from the final hitter of 
the night, Jace Light, who hit 
a long fly ball to left center-
field that ultimately settled 
into the glove of Johnson 
to cap the brilliant perfor-
mance. 

The win was his 9th of the 
season, giving him 22 career 
wins over three seasons – the 
most in program history. He 

finished his senior season 
with a 9-1 record, 100 strike-
outs, and a 1.055 ERA. His 
career strikeout mark of 275 
and career ERA of 1.94 are 
also program records. 

“I’m really proud to see 
him pitch his last game and 
go out with that type of out-
ing and to just put an excla-
mation point on how great 
of career he has had,” said 
head coach Chase Smith. “I 
think he is the best pitcher 
Gatesville has ever had, and 
people will be talking about 
him for a long time. It was re-
ally cool to get to coach him 
and call pitches and to have 
his last game be a no-hitter. 
Just really proud of him.” 

Smith also said that the 
performance was “vintage” 
Veazey as he kept Salado hit-
ters off balance.

“He has thrown a lot of 
breaking balls all year, and 
I think they started looking 
for them and had no chance 
when they were looking for 
slider, and then he would 
throw his fastball like he 

was Friday,” Smith said. “He 
located his fastball and was 
throwing hard. The ball was 
exploding out of his hand, 
and he was sharp.”

The Hornets got Veazey 
the only run he needed in 
the top of the second inning. 
Aguilar was hit by a pitch 
with one out, then advanced 
to second on a passed ball. 
After Keeton walked, anoth-
er passed ball moved Aguilar 
to third base, and he scored 
on a sacrifice bunt from Jas-
tin Muegge. 

Johnson was 2-2 in game 
two, and Mooney, James, and 
Aguilar each had hits. 

In game three, Keeton got 
the start and pitched four 
innings and allowed one 
earned run on two hits. He 
left the game trailing 3-0, but 
Salado added two more runs 
late in the contest. 

Salado’s Dylan Wigely was 
at his best in game three as 
well as he struck out 15 Hor-
nets and did not walk a bat-

Lady Eagles make history 
as Region 2 Champions

COURTESY PHOTO

The Lady Eagles softball team is pictured after capturing the title of region two champions.

Hornets fall to Salado, bid farewell to stellar senior class

GHS athletes head to Victory Bowl

CHRIS ALLMAN | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville High School baseball team’s season standouts include, pictured left to right: Bradey James, Bralen Veazey, Justin Johnson, and Lawson Mooney. 
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ter over seven innings. 
Mooney was 3-3 with a pair 

of stolen bases in his final 
game in a Hornets uniform. 
He finishes his Gatesville ca-
reer as the programs career 
leader in stolen bases and 
is second all-time in at-bats. 
His 117 at-bats in 2024 are 
the second-most in a season 
as were his 43 hits in 2024. 

While Smith says he will 
spend time thinking about 
the baseball side of the loss, 
the bigger loss is always his 
senior classes. 

Johnson was a three-year 
letterman who blossomed in 
2024 hitting .305 and reach-
ing base at a .400 clip while 
playing multiple positions 
and batting in a variety of 
spots in the lineup. Gregory 
hit .273 and found his groove 
as the Hornets closer late in 
the year. His extra-inning RBI 
single at Salado propelled 
the Hornets to a 2-1 win on 
April 16. 

“You do think a little bit 
about the baseball side of 

things. I think about the little 
mistakes and the missed 
opportunity to take game 
one, but I feel like those guys 
and us as coaches worked 
extremely hard and gave so 
much to have the success 
we did,” said Smith. “You 
can’t replace Lawson and 
Bralen. Those guys are two 
of the very best to ever play 
baseball here. Every year it 
is tough knowing those guys 
won’t be coming back again 
and, for most of them, that 
will be the last baseball game 
they ever play, and that’s 
tough knowing that. We talk-
ed about playing hard so we 
wouldn’t have regrets, and I 
think those guys left it all out 
on the field.”

While the losses loom 
huge, the cupboard is far 
from bare for the Hornets. 
James, Keeton, Muegge, and 
Miles Tull are all sopho-
mores, and they will be 
joined by several other tal-
ented sophomores in 2025. 
Additionally, junior Logan 

Biggs returns, and the infield 
will be anchored by another 
junior as slick-fielding John 
Ibarra will return for his 
fourth varsity season. 

“Yea, the future is defi-
nitely bright. Getting to play 
so many playoff games the 
past two years has gotten 
our younger guys a lot of re-
ally good experience. Having 
John back, who is probably 
the most talented infielder 
I have ever coached, will 
help solidify our defense 
again next year,” said Smith. 
“Bradey has two years now in 
the middle of our lineup and 
has really become a good 
pitcher for us along with 
Gehrig. Having those two 
guys back on the mound will 
make us tough to score a lot 
against, and our outfield is 
going to be really good again 
with Tull and Muegge play-
ing really well for us all year 
long. There is going to be 
good baseball in Gatesville 
for a while.” 

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

The 2024 Texas High 
School Football Hall of Fame 
Ceremony was held on Satur-
day, May 18, in Waco.

During the ceremony, 
coach Jeb Dixon was pre-
sented with the 2023 Gordon 
Wood Award for the Tiger 
football team’s efforts on the 
field this past season.

The award is given to one 
Texas high school football 
team each year and is se-
lected in consultation with 
members of the Texas High 
School Football Hall of Fame. 
It is designed to be awarded 
to a team who achieves suc-
cess on the field, displays 
good sportsmanship, has 

community support, and has 
the ability to overcome chal-
lenges.

With this being the first 
time in the school’s history 
that Oglesby has ever won 
the Gordon Wood Award, 
coaches Jeb Dixon and Julian 
Helms expressed that they 
are both extremely honored 
to receive such a title that 
recognizes their sportsman-
ship, toughness, and suc-
cess.

“We are extremely honored 
and humbled to receive the 
Gordon Wood Award,” Dixon 
and Helms said. “Without 
all these guys on our team, 
there would not be the suc-
cess that we have.” 

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Athletes of Team Gatesville 
recently attended the Special 
Olympics 2024 Summer State 
Games in San Antonio this 
past week, where they won a 
plethora of medals for their 
achievements.

Caitlin Clough took home 
gold medals in the 25-meter 
wheelchair race and in the 
25-meter assisted walk, as 
well as winning a gold medal 
in Fundamental Sports. Hope 
Lacefield won a bronze medal 
in the 50-meter walk. Tristen 
Tidrick earned a silver medal 
in the 50-meter walk and won 
fifth place in softball. Addison 
Van De Water claimed a gold 
medal in the 25-meter run.

While the athletes and par-
ents had some down-time at 
the event, they enjoyed activi-
ties at Heroes Stadium and at 
Morgan’s Wonderland, which 
is the world’s first all-inclusive 
and accessible theme park, 
which was designed to accom-
modate to those with special 
needs.

Director of Team Gatesville 
Heidi Clough expressed that 
the athletes trained weekly 
throughout the spring, focus-
ing on their specific events, 
and building their endurance 
and strength.

“We are grateful to Gates-
ville ISD for the generous use 
of the track for our practices,” 
Clough said.

Clough expressed that she is 
incredibly proud of the team’s 
performance, and that it was 
amazing to see them stand on 
the podium with their medals.

“The true blessing is see-

ing them overcome obstacles 
and setbacks and come out 
stronger on the other side,” 
she said. “They’ve not only 
achieved great things, but 
they’ve grown as individuals 
and found a sense of accom-
plishment.”

Clough extends her thanks 
to the athletes’ parents, coach-
es, and the Special Olympics 
Texas staff and volunteers 
who have invested countless 
hours and endless energy into 
supporting the team. 

“We couldn’t have done it 
without the unwavering sup-
port of our amazing commu-
nity, including our generous 
donors who have made it pos-
sible for our athletes to partici-
pate in this incredible experi-
ence,” Team Gatesville said in 
an online post.

Each contribution has 
helped the program provide 
opportunities for individuals 
with intellectual disabilities 
to develop their skills, build 
confidence, and make lifelong 
friendships through sports.

Special Olympics Texas is a 
year-round movement, holding 
more than 300 competitions 
annually at area, regional, and 
state levels. Event divisions 
are based on age, gender, and 
ability to give athletes an equal 
chance to win. Each participant 
receives a medal or ribbon fol-
lowing their events.

For further details, or to 
make a donation to Team 
Gatesville, email teamgates-
ville12@yahoo.com.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Oglesby High School baseball team recently won various all-district awards for their accomplishments throughout the sea-
son. The awards include Hunter Walter, District MVP; Jaxon Markum, Newcomer of the Year; Tucker Melton, first team pitcher; 
Jakson Tippit, first team catcher; Hunter Ewing, first team infield; Johnny Gomez, first team outfield; Dylan Hooker, first team 
outfield; Ian Phillips, second team infield; Jack Hendricks, second team outfield; Abram Shaw, second team infield; and Alex Cas-
tillo, second team outfield. Being honored with an all-district award shows an athlete’s capability to work hard on the field and 
in the classroom.

OGLESBY BASEBALL WINS VARIOUS ACCOLADES

COURTESY PHOTO

The members of Team Gatesville are pictured at the 2024 Summer State Games.

Team Gatesville 
competes in Summer 
State Games

COURTESY PHOTO

 Tiger football coach Jeb Dixon

Tiger football honored with 
prestigious Gordon Wood Award
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Tarleton State to Celebrate 125 Years of Excellence

Tarleton State Baseball concludes regular season 
action with most runs in 2024 campaign

Tarleton State University 

STEPHENVILLE — This fall, 
Tarleton State University 
will launch its 125 Years of 
Excellence celebration to 
honor the esteemed history 
and cherished traditions of 
the institution.

Paying homage to the 
vision of founder John 
Tarleton, the celebration will 
commence Sept. 3 with a 
special ceremony. A formal 
indoor event featuring Texas 
A&M System, city, state and 
legislative speakers will ini-
tiate the festivities before 
moving to Alumni Island for 
a Birthday Bash. Additional 
details regarding the launch 
day happenings will be avail-
able at a later date. The cel-
ebration will kick off the offi-
cial 125th anniversary of the 
university’s inaugural week 

of classes in 1899.
Throughout the year, 

events and activities will 
be branded and promoted 
as part of the celebration. 
Some highlights include 
Family Weekend Sept. 27-
28 and Homecoming Week 
Oct. 6-12, with others to be 
announced in the coming 
months.

The celebration will 
align with the first year 
of NCAA Division I cham-
pionship eligibility, as 
well as the 89th Legislative 
Session.

“For 125 years, the gates 
of our university have 
been open to opportu-
nity for all,” said Tarleton 
State President Dr. James 
Hurley. “We will leverage 
the foundation from our 
history to propel us for-
ward as our Texans make a 

transformative impact on 
the region and state. We’re 
excited to celebrate with our 
students, alumni, faculty and 
staff over the next academic 
year.”

The celebration will honor 
Tarleton State’s rich history 
and traditions, pay tribute 
to generations who have 
contributed to a legacy of 
student success, and build 
excitement for the future.

An official logo set has 
been approved for the 
125th-anniversary celebra-
tion. The mark is primarily 
a purple and white num-
ber “125” with the Tarleton 
State logo placed at the core 
of the mark, symbolizing 
125 years of pursuit for vic-
tory and honor, echoing 
the sentiment of Tarleton’s 
revered color song, “All Hail 

the Proud Defenders of 

the Purple and the White.” 
These two colors stand as 
the essence of the mark with 
a delicate thread of lavender 
between, which underscores 
the unity of the hues, mirror-
ing the unity found in every 
Tarleton State Texan.

“This is a historic mile-
stone that displays Tarleton 
State’s enduring spirit,” said 
Vice President for University 
Strategy and Chief of Staff 
Dr. Credence Baker, chair 
of the 125th planning com-
mittee. “When Texans see 
the 125 Years of Excellence 
mark, they will experience a 
sense of pride while recog-
nizing their involvement in 
something extraordinary.”

For more information, 
visit https://www.tarleton.
edu/125years/.

Tarleton State University

ARLINGTON  – The Texans 
shut the door on UTA’s 
hopes of a weekend sweep, 
with four four-run innings 
to hand the Mavericks their 
lone loss of the weekend on 
Senior Day, Saturday, May 
18.

Tarleton State (27-28, 17-
12 WAC) closed out regu-
lar season action against 
UT Arlington (22-33, 16-14 
WAC) with a bang. The 
Texans closed out the day 
with a 19-9 final, the most 
runs the Purple and White 
have put up all season.

Jake Burcham got the start 
for Tarleton State with 2.0 
innings on the mound, giv-
ing up two runs on two hits, 
no walks and one strikeout. 
Parrish Beagle (W, 3-1) saw 
1.0 inning on the bump, 
giving up three runs on 
three hits, no walks and one 
strikeout. 

Caden Noah went 1.0 in-
ning to start off the after-
noon for UTA, giving up no 
runs on no hits, no walks 
and one strikeout. Aaron 
Calhoun (L, 0-6) pitched 3.1 
innings, giving up six runs 
on seven hits, one walk and 
one strikeout.

The Texan offense was 
hot, compiling 19 runs on 22 
hits with Cris Enriquez’s sec-
ond home run of the series 
and seventh of the season. 
Mason Crews (2), Kooper 
Shook (1) and Austin Russell 
(1) each claimed doubles for 
the visitors while Ike Shirey 
and Russell tallied a stolen 
base each for the Purple and 
White. The regular season 
finale saw Tarleton State 
record a new season high in 
hits, runs and RBI (18).

UTA finished out the af-
ternoon with nine runs on 
nine hits with one home run, 
three doubles and one stolen 
base.

The home team struck first 
with a pair of runs coming 
across in the bottom of the 
opening inning. The leadoff 
was hit by a pitch and the 
first out followed. The three-
hole reached on an error 
from the Texans and a wild 
pitch saw the pair advance. A 
two RBI single to right tallied 
the first two for UTA. 

Tarleton State was quick 
to get back in the fight, cut-
ting the lead in half with a 
run in the top of the second. 
Enriquez was hit by a pitch 
and advanced on a balk. The 
first out was recorded, mak-
ing room for Enriquez at 
third. As the second out was 
tallied, Enriquez scored to 
get to Texans on the board. 

The Purple and White 
kept applying pressure with 
a four-run inning in the 
third. A leadoff walk saw 
Crews on base and Shirey 
singled on a bunt to add 
another to the base paths. 
Mason Hammonds singled 
to right field to load the 
bases and Trace Morrison 
came through with a single 
to send Crews across the 
plate. A double play followed 
but with a lone out keeping 
the Texans alive, Enriquez 
singled to score Morrison 
and Hammonds, putting the 
visitors in the lead. Smith 
reached on a fielding error, 
scoring Enriquez to bring 
the total to 5-2 for Tarleton 
State.

The Mavericks refused 
to back down, putting up 
four runs of their own in 
the bottom of the inning. A 

pair of hit-by-pitches and a 
walk loaded the bases for 
the home team. A three-RBI 
double tied the game and a 
flyout brought in the sixth 
run to put UTA back in the 
lead.

After a scoreless fourth 
inning across the board, 
the Texans tallied another 
couple of runs in the fifth. 
Hammonds singled as the 
leadoff. With one out record-
ed, Cole Miears walked and 
an RBI single from Enriquez 
tied things up again. Smith 
brought Miears home on a 
single to give the Purple and 
White the lead again at 7-6. 

In the bottom of the sixth, 
the Mavericks put up three 
runs to retake the lead and 
score their final runs of the 

afternoon. With two outs 
recorded, a double to left 
center kept the inning alive 
for the home team. A second 
double followed to bring 
in the tying run. A two-run 
home run tallied the final 
pair of runs for UTA, giving 
them a temporary lead at 
9-7.

The Texans wasted no time 
and refused to let off the gas, 
scoring four-runs in each of 
the next three innings.

In the top of the seventh 
with one out, Enriquez left 
the yard for the second time 
this weekend, making it a 
one-run game. Smith singled 
and Russell reached on an er-
ror then stole second to see a 
pair of Texans in scoring po-
sition. Shook singled to bring 

Smith across, tying things up 
at 9-9. A sacrifice bunt from 
Crews made way for Russell 
to come home and Shirey fol-
lowed with a single to score 
Shook for run 11, completely 
changing the momentum of 
the game.

The top of the eighth 
opened with a trio of singles 
from Morrison, Miears and 
Enriquez, tallying another 
run with no outs recorded. 
A pitching change followed, 
and the first out was se-
cured for UTA with another 
run coming in. The second 
out followed and a single 
from Shook advanced Tyson 
Drake as the pinch runner 
for Enriquez. Crews doubled 
to bring in another couple 
of runs bringing the lead to 

15-9 for the visitors. 
Tarleton State didn’t let 

up, scoring another four 
runs in the ninth to secure a 
healthy lead. With one out on 
the board, Morrison singled 
to get the Texans on base. 
The second out followed and 
Jordan Andrade stepped 
up to the plate in place of 
Drake. Andrade singled to 
add another runner on the 
path and Smith singled, scor-
ing Morrison. Russell did 
more damage with a double 
that brought Andrade across 
and a final two RBI double 
from Shook brought in the 
final runs for the Purple and 
White for a 19-9 final. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

Cris Enriquez sliding into third

Barbara Jean McKeage endowed nursing scholarship established at TSU
Tarleton State University 

STEPHENVILLE — The 
estate of the late Barbara 
Jean McKeage, a longtime 
nurse, honored her legacy 
recently with the creation 
of an endowed scholarship 
at Tarleton State University 
to benefit students in the 
School of Nursing.

McKeage started her career 
as a secretary, with a dream 
was to one day be a nurse. 
She eventually worked her 
way through school and 
achieved her goal of becom-
ing a registered nurse. Much 
of her career was spent in the 
intensive care unit, first in 
Troy, Missouri, and later in 
Stephenville.

She regularly volunteered 
to take holiday shifts at the 
hospital so other nurses with 
children could spend the hol-
iday with their families. She 
enjoyed a long career and a 
calling she loved before retir-
ing in 2007.

McKeage often talked 
about how difficult it was to 
go back to school to become 
an RN and how proud she 
was of that accomplishment.

Her final desire was to 
use some of what she and 
her husband Bob had been 
blessed with to make a dif-
ference for others who 
are called to the career of 
nursing.

McKeage’s estate gifted 
Tarleton State with $84,000 

to create the scholarship 
fund which will benefit oth-
ers for years to come.

“We are grateful for this 
generous gift from Barbara 
Jean McKeage’s estate,” 
said Dr. Ramona Parker, 
associate vice president 
and executive dean for the 
College of Health Sciences. 
“This gift allows the nursing 
school to provide scholar-
ships for nursing students. 
Establishing this endowment 
speaks to Mrs. McKeage’s 
desire to support others like 
her, who answered the call 
to become a nurse and be of 
service to others.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

The estate of the late Barbara Jean McKeage, a longtime nurse, honored her legacy recently with the 
creation of an endowed scholarship at TSU to benefit students in the School of Nursing.
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Staff Reports

Oglesby High School has 
recently announced Mat-
tingley Dixon as the Vale-
dictorian and Charolette 
Ritchie as the Salutatorian 
for the class of 2024.

Dixon is a member of 
the BETA Club, the Tiger 
Cub Club, the student ad-
visory, and Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA). 
She is also involved in 

volleyball, basketball, golf, 
and track. Her proudest 
moment is when she made 
school history in volley-
ball and basketball. After 
graduation, she will attend 
McLennan Community 
College in Waco where she 
will play golf.

Ritchie is a member of 
the BETA Club as well as 
being involved in bas-
ketball, volleyball, cross 
country, and golf. Her 

favorite memory was when 
she was running home in 
front of her coach during 
cross country practice. 
She could not take the 
heat anymore, so she ran 
home until she reached 
the footsteps of her front 
porch. After graduation, 
she plans to attend Tar-
leton State University in 
Stephenville where she will 
major in psychology.

Oglesby HS announces 
valedictorian & salutatorian

COURTESY PHOTOS

Oglesby High School Valedictorian, Matting-
ley Dixon.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Oglesby High School Salutatorian, Charolette 
Ritchie.

Staff Reports

Gatesville Independent 
School District will provide 
meals at no cost again 
this summer for children 
ages 18 or younger and 
enrolled students who are 
up to 21 years of age with 
disabilities.

The program will begin 
serving meals on Tuesday, 
May 28 and will continue 
through Friday, July 26.

The following are loca-
tions where breakfast and 
lunch will be served:

Gatesville Elementary 
School, located at 2537 
East Main Street will 
provide meals Monday 
through Friday. Break-

fast will be served from 
8 - 8:30 a.m., lunch will 
be served from 10:30 a.m. 
- 12:30 p.m., and the sit-
down meals will be served 
in the cafeteria. Adults will 
cost $3.10 for breakfast 
and $4.75 for lunch.

Trinity Day Care Center, 
located at 1506 West Main 
Street in Gatesville, will 
provide meals Tuesday 
through Thursday. Break-
fast will be served from 
8 - 8:30 a.m. and lunch will 
be from 11 - 11:30 a.m.

The Gatesville City Pool, 
located at 300 South 8th 
Street will provide meals 
Tuesday through Thurs-
day. Lunch will be served 
from 12:30 - 1 p.m.

Gatesville High School 
will provide meals Monday 
through Thursday at the 
High School football field 
concession stand. Break-
fast will be served from 8 
- 8:30 a.m., and lunch will 
be served from 10:30 a.m. 
- 12:15 p.m. Adults will 
cost $3.10 for breakfast 
and $4.75 for lunch.

The Summer Meal pro-
grams are brought to the 
community by the Texas 
Department of Agriculture, 
Commissioner Sid Miller.

To find a meal location 
near you, text “FOOD” to 
304-304 or visit Summer-
Food.org.

Gatesville ISD to begin 
Summer Feeding program

COURTESY PHOTO

Evant High School recently held its annual Baccalaureate ceremony for the class of 2024 on Sunday, 
May 19. Pastor Charles Reid, Jr. led the ceremony with a message to the seniors, and Evant Church of 
Christ provided each graduate with a personalized Bible. Pictured from left to right are Evant High 
School seniors Keoni Edwards, Aubrey Kelley, Kate McGilvray, Hunter White, Cason Ingram, Caystin 
Forrest, Christian Malone, and Kayleigh Vaughn.

Staff Reports

This past week on 
Sunday, May 19, Gatesville 
High School held its annu-
al Baccalaureate ceremony 
for the seniors in the class 
of 2024.

The seniors were hon-
ored during the ceremony 
with special music, prayer, 
scripture reading, and a 
sermon, while receiving a 
positive and uplifting mes-
sage for their future.

The annual program is 

put together and hosted 
by local pastors of the 
community.

Gatesville High School’s 
class of 2024 were sched-
uled to walk the stage at 
graduation on Friday, May 
24.

Fort Cavazos, TX 

On May 14, 2024, the High 
Chaparral Youth Center was 
buzzing with excitement as 
Ms. Tina Smith, the School 
Liaison Officer for Child 
& Youth Services at Fort 
Cavazos, hosted the an-
nual Adopt-a-School program 
awards ceremony. This event 
celebrated the program’s 
partnerships with schools in 
Fort Cavazos, Killeen, Gates-
ville, and surrounding areas, 
where military units volunteer 
their time to support students 
through enriching activities.

The program, which high-
lights both new and estab-
lished partnerships, aims to 
enhance student learning and 
enjoyment. This year, sev-
eral awards were presented, 
including the prestigious 
Comeback Unit of the Year 
and Outstanding Unit Com-
mander awards. Before the 
awards were given, Mr. Mi-
chael Hobbs, the principal of 
Bonham Middle School, shared 
his thoughts on the program, 
emphasizing its positive 
impact on student growth and 
the school’s ability to provide 

unique and meaningful experi-
ences.

One of the evening’s high-
lights was the recognition of 
CPT William Johnson, a unit 
organizer for Adopt-a-School 
from 1-395 BEB, whose unit 
proudly took home four 
awards, including third place 
in the Top Hours award. CPT 
Johnson expressed his unit’s 
commitment to partnerships 
and relationships in the Gates-
ville community, highlighting 
the mutual support between 
the community and the sol-
diers stationed at North Fort 
Cavazos.

CPT Johnson emphasized 
the importance of the pro-
gram in showing that the 
Armed Services are not just 
focused on winning wars.

“We are committed to our 
partnerships and relationships 
in the Gatesville community,” 
he said. “We have a great 
group of soldiers that really 
believe in giving back.”

CPT Johnson emphasized 
the importance of the pro-
gram in building the youth 
for tomorrow. “It’s important 
for the kids to see the Armed 

Services in the community, 
showing that we’re not just 
winning wars for America, but 
we’re building the youth of to-
morrow that may help support 
their country in the future in 
some way “ he added.

He recommended that units 
looking to participate in the 
Adopt-a-School program 
ensure they have a great point 
of contact with the school and 
communicate with soldiers 
in their unit. “Being a bridge 
builder to the school and 
the unit is definitely the first 
start,” he said. But also, on 
building the youth for tomor-
row. He encouraged other 
units to participate, stressing 
the need for strong communi-
cation within units and with 
schools to ensure successful 
involvement.

In addition to 1-395 BEB, 
other units recognized at the 
event included 1-393 BSB, 
62D ESB-E, 2-227 AVN REG, 
CRDAMC, 91st BEB, and 3d 
Combat Weather Squadron, 
all of whom received awards 
for their contributions to the 
Adopt-a-School program. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Christopher Lamoureux (right) presenting CPT William Johnson (left) the Third Place in Top 
Hours award.

Local Schools and Military Units Honored at Annual 
Adopt-a-School Program

MARY TREJO | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Pictured from left to right are a few seniors who attended the Baccalaureate ceremony this past 
Sunday which includes Natalie Fast, Bethany Penrod, Barrett Boyd, Anna Phillips, and Coral De La 
Cruz.

Baccalaureate ceremony held 
for GHS graduating seniors

EVANT HIGH SCHOOL BACCALAUREATE



Michelle Martin was also featured in the 
Staff Spotlight, and GISD Superintendent 
Dr. Barrett Pollard listed a small portion 
of statistics about Martin’s contributions 
to the school district during her years 
of service including the annual Back to 
School Bash, which started in 2020, where 
420 students were served – since then, she 
has added dental services, health clinics, 
and the trips to the World Vision Resource 
Center. At these events, students get free 
school supplies, backpacks, shoes, hats, 
jackets, blankets, hygiene items, haircuts, 
health screenings, wellness checkups, 
dental exams, and dental cleanings with 
fluoride. The estimated value of all those 
items and services provided to students so 
far has reached $162,871.

“For Many years, during the Christmas 
season, Michelle has recruited kids to 
come make gingerbread houses at the 
Methodist Church. Please help us thank 
Michelle Martin for all of her service to the 
community,” Pollard said.
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During the May 20th meeting of the Gatesville Independent School District Board of Trustees, students, staff, and the community were honored during the Spotlight portion of the 
meeting.

GISD Athletic Director Rickey 
Phillips announced the names of 
Gatesville High School students 
who had been honored by the Texas 
High School Coaches Association. 
“These 13 senior student-athletes 
at Gatesville High School received 
Academic All-State recognition from 
the Texas High School Coaches As-
sociation for the 2023-2024 school 
year,” Phillips said. These academic 
honors are based on student grade 
point average, class rank, and ACT-
SAT test scores.

The GHS students receiving this 
honor include: Tommy Aaron, Riley 
Aaron, Sean Aguilar, Barrett Boyd, 
J.T. Coffman, Cayleigh Coursey, 
Justin Johnson, Lawson Mooney, 
Bethany Penrod, David Sims, Garrett 
Sullivant, Laura Trejo, and Olivia 
Walker.

Gatesville ISD Spotlights students and staff at meeting

KIM STRICTLAND
During the Staff Spotlight, a certificate of appreciation was presented to GISD employ-

ee, Kim Strickland, pictured center, for her hard work and loyalty to Gatesville ISD. GISD 
Superintendent Dr. Barrett Pollard had the following to say about Strickland:

“Kim Strickland has been a loyal, dedicated, and hard-working employee for GISD 
for many years. She makes students and other staff members feel special, invited, and 
welcomed at Gatesville Primary. It is not unusual for Kim to give you a big hug when 
you need it most. Tamela Eary, assistant principal at the Primary, had the following to 
say about Mrs. Strickland. “Kim is a great asset to the Primary campus because she is a 
phenomenal pre-k assistant. She and Mrs. Richardson make a great team. Kim lends a 
helping hand wherever she is needed and will never complain. Mrs. Strickland is the one 
on campus that will always put a smile on your face and greets you with a hug everyday. 
She loves all students unconditionally and works hard in the classroom to ensure her 
per-k students meet their goals. Primary is extremely lucky to have Kim. It is rare to come 
across people who are as dedicated and hardworking as she is. We truly appreciate all her 
efforts – both big and small.”

STUDENTS WHO RENDERED AID
Dr. Pollard spoke to the school board about students and staff who came to the aid of a 

substitute. “On Friday, one of our substitutes at the high school had a medical emergency. 
Specifically, the substitute had a seizure and collapsed to the floor. Obviously, this was a 
scary moment for everyone in the classroom. The class was well-behaved during the event, 
but four students and another staff member in particular jumped into action to render aid 
and get help. Paramedics arrived soon after, and the substitute is doing well now. Those 
students and staff who helped tremendously are (from left): Colton Byler, Greyson Eggling, 
Clayton Gregory, Angel Almendariz, and staff member Nick Mora, along with GHS Princi-
pal Liz Shoaf. Please help us thank those wonderful students and staff.”

LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT PROFICIENCY 
COMMITTEE

During the Community Spotlight, Dr. Pollard mentioned to the school board about the 
LPAC program.

“Our ESL students must have LPAC (Language Assessment Proficiency Committee) 
meetings each year. An LPAC must have a certified ESL teacher, an administrator, and a 
parent or guardian of an ESL learner in the district. The parent may not be employed by 
the district. These LPAC parents are very important because they enable us to have our 
mandatory meetings. The LPAC meetings occur very frequently for initial placement, 
monitoring, and determining accommodations for state testing. They have to learn about 
the rules schools must follow when supporting ESL students and sign an oath of confi-
dentiality. They sacrifice a lot of time and represent our school district in a very positive 
fashion.  For that, we are very grateful. These outstanding LPAC parent representatives 
are Lina Torres, Reshma Patel, Mayra Mata, Diana Olvera Garcia, and Alma Correa. Please 
help us thank these wonderful ladies.”

ENLISTED IN MILITARY - 
BARRETT BOYD AND ANGEL ALMENDARIZ

Dr. Pollard also brought to the board’s attention two graduates who will soon be serv-
ing their country. “The high school has been honoring students enlisting in the military 
as they complete the DD4 form. This form officially enlists you into the military. Two 
students who were not recognized at the recent high school awards ceremony are men-
tioned here. Barrett Boyd has pledged four years in the United States Air Force followed 
by another 5 years of active-duty service, while Angel Almendariz is joining the Marines. 
Please help us thank these two patriot soon-to-be GISD graduates!”

MICHELLE MARTINGHS STUDENT ATHLETES
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CORYELL
Kids

COLOR Time

National Children's 
Gardening Week, celebrat-
ed annually in late May, is 
a wonderful opportunity 
for kids to explore the joys 
of gardening and connect 
with nature. This special 
week encourages children 
to get their hands dirty, 
discover the magic of grow-
ing plants, and appreciate 
the wonders of the natural 
world.

For kids, National 
Children's Gardening Week 
is an invitation to embark 
on exciting gardening ac-
tivities. Planting seeds, nur-

turing young plants, and 
watching them grow are 
not only fun but also pro-
vide valuable lessons about 
responsibility and the life 
cycle of plants.

Families can create a 
mini-garden at home, 
whether it's a small con-
tainer garden on a balcony 
or a patch in the backyard. 
In schools, teachers may 
organize gardening proj-
ects, allowing students to 
actively participate in cul-
tivating flowers, herbs, or 
vegetables.

Educational activities 
during this week can in-
clude lessons on plant care, 
identifying different types 

of flowers, and under-
standing the role of insects 
in pollination. Parents and 
teachers can explain the 
environmental benefits 
of gardening, fostering a 
sense of responsibility for 
the planet.

National Children's 
Gardening Week also offers 
opportunities for cre-
ativity. Kids can express 
themselves through gar-
den-themed art projects, 
creating colorful plant 
markers, decorative pots, 
or even painting rocks to 
add a touch of whimsy to 
their outdoor space.

Engaging children in 
gardening not only pro-

motes physical activity 
and outdoor play but also 
instills an appreciation for 
the environment. Through 
hands-on experiences, kids 
develop a deeper connec-
tion with the natural world, 
learning about the impor-
tance of conservation and 
sustainable practices.

So, during National 
Children's Gardening 
Week, let the gardening 
adventures begin! Whether 
it's planting flowers, grow-
ing vegetables, or simply 
enjoying the beauty of out-
door spaces, this week en-
courages kids to cultivate a 
love for nature that can last 
a lifetime

NATIONAL 
CHILDRENS
GARDENINGGARDENING

WEEK
MAY 25- JUNE 2, 2024
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To sponsor the Coryell Kids pages, 
call Kaitlyn at 254-865-5212.
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Left photo: Patti Farley (left) is pictured with her mother, Sandra Brown, employee of the year. Pictured right: left to right, family members Luke Jackson, Jodi Jackson, 
Ayden Jenkins, teacher of the year Lacey Jenkins, Tristan Jenkins, Landon Jenkins, Brenda Hoherz, and Richard Hoherz.

Press Release

 Columbia College recently 
announced its dean’s list for 
the Spring 2024 Semester 
(January-April 2024). To be 
named to the dean’s list, a 
student must have complet-
ed 12 credit hours in a 16-
week period and achieved 
a minimum GPA of 3.5 on a 
4.0-point scale. 

 Among those named to 
the dean’s list is Justine 
Young, of Fort Cavazos, who 
attended Fort Leonard Wood 
in Missouri.

 Founded in 1851 in Co-
lumbia, Missouri, Columbia 
College has been helping 
students advance their lives 
through higher education 
for more than 170 years. As 
a private, nonprofit institu-
tion, the college takes pride 
in its small classes, experi-
enced faculty, and quality 
educational programs. With 
more than 20 locations 
across the country, about 
half of which are on military 
installations, students may 
enroll in day, evening, or 
online classes. Columbia 
College is accredited by 
the Higher Learning Com-
mission and has more than 
97,000 alumni worldwide. 

For more information, 
visit ccis.edu.

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Gatesville Primary School 
recently held its annual 
2024 end of the year award 
ceremony this past week 
on Thursday, May 16.

Two staff members, 
Lacey Jenkins and Sandra 
Brown were honored with 
teacher and employee of 
the year.

Lacey Jenkins received 

the Teacher of the Year 
award for her hard work 
and dedication to her 
students during the school 
year. She began her journey 
at the Primary in the Early 
Childhood Special Educa-
tion department (ECSE), 
and now has been em-
ployed with the district for 
over four years and teaches 
kindergarten.

“Lacey has accomplished 

so much over her short 
career; she is a very tal-
ented teacher who is loved 
by all her students and 
their families,” principal 
Van Collins said. “She is 
an excellent asset to the 
kindergarten team and 
Gatesville Primary is lucky 
to have her.”

Secretary Sandra Brown 
has been with the Primary 
for over 32 years and was 

recently honored with 
the Employee of the Year 
award for her devotion 
to the school, staff, and 
students. She works in the 
front office each day, as 
the jack-of-all-trades han-
dling various tasks such as 
scheduling and paperwork, 
helping with visitors and 
students, taking phone 
calls, and much more.

“Sandra has been the 

heart and soul of this cam-
pus for years; she is loved 
and respected by everyone 
on our campus,” Collins 
said. “Gatesville Primary 
couldn’t ask for a better 
secretary.”

Gatesville Primary School 
is located at 308 Hornet 
Way.

Jenkins & Brown receive end-of-year awards

Justine 
Young 
named to 
Dean’s List

Staff Reports

Gatesville Independent 
School District’s cheer 
program has recently an-
nounced that its annual Lil 

Hornets Cheer Camp will be 
held from Wednesday, May 
29, to Friday, May 31.

The camp will take place 
in the new gym at Gatesville 
High School and will be 

from 12-2 p.m. each day.
All students from kinder-

garten through sixth grade 
who are interested in be-
coming a Hornet cheerlead-
er are welcome to attend.

Early registration ended 
Friday, May 10, and includ-
ed a T-shirt. Late registra-
tion is still available until 
Wednesday, May 29 and will 
cost $55 per student; shirts 

will not be included.
For further details or to 

register, contact Gatesville 
ISD cheer director Amber 
Colson by email at acol-
son@gatesvilleisd.org.

Gatesville High School is 
located at 205 South Lovers 
Lane.

Lil Hornets Cheer Camp is scheduled for May 29-31
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES
3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723
Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Ja
yd

ie
 D

ix
on

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 216-1516
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER
SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell
254.865.9137 Fax

chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 
your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002
COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE
254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS
254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
Fence Row Clearing 

Barbed Wire
Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

COURTESY PHOTO

A banquet was held to honor the members of Jonesboro High School’s Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) program on Tuesday, May 7. The banquet was held at the Jonesboro Community Center and 
was hosted by the officers of FFA. Awards were given to various students throughout the evening, as 
well as inducting new members into the program. Jonesboro FFA members pictured from left to right 
in the front row includew Willow Holland, Hannah Gustin, and Trey Harbour. From left to right in the 
back row is Michella Martinez, Hunter Beaty, Braxton Dossey, and Memory Middlebrooks.

COURTESY PHOTO

Oglesby Independent School District recently held its annual Future Farmer’s of America (FFA) 
banquet on Friday, May 10. Awards were given to a plethora of students for their accomplishments 
throughout the school year in the program. Pictured are Oglesby Lions Club members, Willie Smith 
(left) and Ryan Basham (right), while presenting awards to students at the ceremony.

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA RECEIVE AWARDS AT RECENT BANQUETS

Staff Reports

Jesse Friend, of Gatesville, 
was recently named to the 
Winter 2024 President’s List 
at Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU). The win-
ter term runs from January 

to May.
Full-time undergraduate 

students who have earned 
a minimum grade-point 
average of 3.70 and above 
for the reporting term are 
named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is 

achieved by earning 12 
credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, win-
ter/spring, and summer.

Southern New Hampshire 
University is a private, 
nonprofit institution with a 

91-year history of educating 
traditional-aged students 
and working adults. Now 
serving more than 225,000 
learners worldwide, SNHU 
offers approximately 200 
accredited undergraduate, 
graduate and certificate 

programs, available online 
and on its 300-acre campus 
in Manchester, NH. Recog-
nized as the “Most Innova-
tive” regional university by 
U.S. News & World Report 
and one of the fastest-
growing universities in the 

country, SNHU is commit-
ted to expanding access 
to high quality, affordable 
pathways that meet the 
needs of each learner.

Gatesville’s Jesse Friend named to SNHU President’s List
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Several members of the community strapped on their running shoes to participate in Cen-Tex Crime Stoppers’ annual fundraiser, the Donut Dash 5K/10K.  The chip-timed races started and finished at the Gates-
ville City Pool on Saturday, May 18. This year, the Donut Dash also offered an untimed Kids K race. All proceeds from the races benefit Cen-Tex Crime Stoppers, an organization that encourages the public to help lo-
cal law enforcement agencies fight against crime by submitting tips about a case. Callers have the option to remain anonymous and are eligible to receive a cash reward if the information given leads to an arrest. 
For both the 5K and the 10K, Crime Stoppers presented awards to the top finishers in each age group.

CEN-TEX CRIME STOPPERS HOLD ANNUAL DONUT DASH  

Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School
SUNDAY, JUNE 9 - SUNDAY, JUNE 9 - 

THURSDAY, JUNE 13THURSDAY, JUNE 13

• TIME: 5:30PM-8:00PM
• AGES: PRE-K THROUGH 6TH GRADE
• DINNER PROVIDED
• VAN SERVICE AVAILABLE
• FAMILY PROGRAM: THURSDAY @ 6:00PM

Come get messy with us as we 
learn how Jesus deals with our 
messes and loves us regardless!

First Baptist ChurchFirst Baptist Church
912 E. Main St., Gatesville, TX 76528912 E. Main St., Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-2014254-865-2014

COURTESY PHOTO
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