
BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

A fatal wreck that took 
place in Temple on April 
27 and killed two pas-
sengers from Gatesville 
involved a driver that 
was either “distracted or 
inattentive,” according to 
a Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) 
Texas Peace Officer’s crash 
report.

The two passengers who 
died in the crash were 
identified as 22-year-old 
Abigail Boatwright and 
17-year-old Evan Boat-
wright by the Temple 
Police Department and the 
TxDOT crash report. They 
were traveling in a Ford 
F-150 on State Highway 36 
when an oversized load 
fell off its trailer and onto 
the vehicle. 

The incident occurred 
just after 11 a.m. near 
the intersection of State 
Highway 36 and Highway 

317 in Temple. 
The TxDOT report 

states that the driver of 
the F-150, James Jones, 
was traveling eastbound 
on State Highway 36 at an 
undetermined speed when 
it approached the rear of 
several vehicles that were 
stopped to facilitate a trail-
er carrying a 16-foot wide 
and nearly 350,000-pound 
load. The oversized load 
was driven by a Kenworth 
truck as well as carried 
by five connected flatbed 
trailers with “240 tires on 
120 axles.”  

Dashcam footage from 
Kenworth shows them 
traveling westbound on 
Highway 36 at 43 miles-
per-hour. The report says 
the truck was wider than 
the lane width and had to 
straddle both the east and 
westbound lanes. 
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BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

A car show was held on 
Saturday, May 11, from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. at Bare Bones 
BBQ.

The proceeds from the 
car show are to benefit 
the Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV). All years 
and models were present 
at the show.

According to car show 
officials, there were 91 
entries, including motor-
cycles. The Tommy Forrest 
Band was on hand to enter-
tain the crowds.

The trophy classes in-
cluded: Most Original, Most 
Unique, Best in Show, Best 
Truck, Best Motorcycle, 
Best Hot Rod, Best Rat Rod, 
Veteran’s Choice, Most 
Patriotic, and Jeep.

AWARDS INCLUDED
Best in Show: Charles 

George, Green Ford F100.
Most Original: Jimmy 

Dugger, 1960 Chevrolet 
Corvette.

Most Unique: Alton Shep-
pard, 1953 Studebaker.

Best Truck: Larry and 
Sandy Taylor, 1957 Chev-

rolet Pick Up.
Best Motorcycle: Joshua 

Waddington, 2008 Harley 
Davidson – Deluxe.

Best Hot Rod: Danny 
Floyd, 1927 T Bucket.

Best Rat Rod: Bobby 
Daily, 1929 Ford Tudor 
Sedan.

Best Jeep: Julio Alanas, 
2018 Jeep - Sahara - Black.

Best Car: Mike Jones, 
1957 Chevrolet Bel-Air.

Best Corvette: Jimmy 
Duggar, 1960 Chevrolet 
Corvette.

Most Patriotic: Rock Sny-

der, Chevrolet Corvette.
The DAV is an organiza-

tion that was established 
in 1920 by World War I vet-
erans. It was designed for 
disabled military veterans 
of the United States Armed 
Forces and their families to 
help with various means. It 
was issued a federal char-
ter by Congress in 1932 
and currently has over 1 
million members.

For further details re-
garding the DAV, visit dav.
org. 

SEE MORE PHOTOS | A12.

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

Recent flooding in 
Coryell County impacted 
several areas across the 
Gatesville community, in-
cluding extensive damage 
in Faunt Le Roy Park. 

The park closed its gates 
due to rising waters on the 
morning of Sunday, May 
5. Gatesville Parks and 
Recreation Director Seth 
Phillips said that the park 
will remain closed until it 
receives a professional as-
sessment of the damage. 

“We cannot clean any-
thing up until we get a pro-
fessional opinion/estimate 
on the significant damage 
that has occurred,” Phillips 
said.  “The city hopefully 
will be able to receive ac-
cess to grants and other 
resources for repair/resto-
ration of the park, but that 
will take time.” 

Settled along the banks 
of the Leon River, Faunt 
Le Roy Park is no stranger 
to flood damage. In 2018, 
severe flooding caused 
erosion to the river’s 

embankment. Since then, a 
road that leads to the dam-
aged section of the park 
has been closed for safety 
reasons.

Phillips said the latest 
damage is to the banks of 
the Leon River, the road 
that wraps around the 
park, and the walking trail.

“I believe we may have 
experienced more damage 
this time around,” Phillips 
said. “We won’t know for 
sure until we receive a pro-
fessional opinion/estimate 
of the damage.” 

For many, Faunt Le Roy 
Park is a focal point for 
activities such as exer-

cise, sports, camping, and 
events. One organization 
that frequents the park ev-
ery weekend is Amtgard, a 
global nonprofit that recre-
ates medieval-style combat 
with foam-padded replicas 
of weapons. Members of 

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

Scott Albert has stepped 
down as the city manager 
of Gatesville after spend-
ing approximately one year 
in the position. 

The Gatesville City 
Council accepted Albert’s 
resignation during its 
regular meeting on Tues-
day, May 14. The council’s 
vote came after an execu-
tive session on the issue, 
where the details were not 
released to the public. 

Albert’s resignation 
takes effect immediately. 

“In February, both my 
parents were admitted to 
the hospital with signifi-
cant medical conditions, 
which has led to me not 
being able to devote the 
amount of time necessary 
to my responsibilities in 
Gatesville,” Albert said. 
“For the next few months, 
my focus will be on my 
family as I evaluate my 
career and what would be 
best for my family.” 

Mayor Gary Chumley 
said the resignation was a 
mutual decision between 
Albert and the city. 

“It wasn’t a good fit for 
the city, and for him as 
well, so it was kind of a 
mutual thing,” Chumley 
said. 

Following the acceptance 
of Albert’s resignation, 
the city council appointed 
Gatesville Police Chief 
Brad Hunt to serve as 
interim city manager until 
a permanent city manager 
is found. Hunt has been 
the Gatesville police chief 
since February 2023.  

“As interim city man-
ager, I am looking forward 

to working with our dedi-
cated, experienced depart-
ment heads to set a strong 
foundation for the city’s 
future,” Hunt said. 

Hunt said he will work 
with Gatesville Finance 
Director, Mike Halsema, 
who was appointed by the 
council as interim deputy 
city manager, to ensure the 
city’s current projects stay 
on track. 

“We will begin work 
on the budget for next 
fiscal year and will begin 
discussions on our search 
process to identify Gates-
ville’s next city manager,” 
Hunt said. 

Albert accepted the 
contract as city manager 
in April 2023 following 
former city manager Bill 
Parry’s retirement. He 
assumed the role in May 
2023. 

The Gatesville city man-
ager oversees a total oper-
ating budget of more than 
$16 million, 82 full-time 
employees, and various 
city projects and policies. 

“We wish him the best of 
luck in his future endeav-
ors,” Chumley said.  

Car show held to benefit DAV

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Classic cars line the parking lot of Bare Bones BBQ at a recent car show held to benefit the Disabled American Veterans program.

City manager resigns 
after only one year
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Scott Albert

KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Faunt Le Roy Park is closed to the public after receiving damage from last weekend’s flooding. 

TxDOT: Crash that killed 
two people allegedly due 
to distracted driving

Faunt Le Roy Park closes after flooding, 
community shares concerns 
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A Houston Police De-
partment motorcycle unit 
providing escort services 
was traveling ahead of the 
convoy and directing traffic 
for the oversized load. 

According to the report, 
due to Jones being “either 
distracted or inattentive, he 
failed to see the escort pilot 
vehicles warning him of the 
approaching wide load as 
they passed his location.” 

The report says Jones 
continued to disregard the 
warning from the Houston 

police motorcycle unit and 
failed to stop behind the 
other vehicles, causing him 
to swerve to the left and 
cross over into the path of 
the Kenworth carrying the 
oversized load. 

The driver of the Ken-
worth slammed on his 
brakes to avoid colliding 

with Jones’ vehicle. Jones 
then pulled onto the shoul-
der and came to a stop, 
partially blocking the west-
bound lane, and forcing the 
driver of the Kenworth to 
veer left. 

The TxDOT report says 
the braking action by the 
Kenworth caused the mas-
sive load it was pulling to 
“shift forward.” As the Ken-
worth came to an abrupt 
stop, “the rear chains 
holding the load onto the 
trailer snapped and the 

load rotated to the right, 
falling off the trailer and its 
support.”

The oversized load then 
landed on the Ford-150 that 
contained Jones and Abigail 
and Evan Boatwright, the 
report states.  

Temple Fire & Rescue 
teams said that it took 
just over four hours to 
safely remove Jones from 
the car. He was flown to 
the emergency room with 
life-threatening injuries, but 
is in stable condition as of 

April 30, per a press release 
by Temple police. 

It is unknown what the 
piece of equipment was 
that fell onto the vehicle, 
Temple Fire & Rescue said. 

Southern Transport 
LLC was the name of the 
company overseeing the 
transport of the oversized 
load, according to the Tx-
DOT report. 

After the crash, it took 
nearly two days to clear the 
debris from Highway 36.

Ear, Nose or
Throat Problems?
CORYELL HEALTH HAS YOU COVERED

(254) 865-2166
CoryellHealth.org

For over 20 years, our new ENT,
Dr. Bradford Holland, MD, has been providing 
high-quality ENT care to patients of all ages.

Dr. Ashley Brindley, Au.D., has practiced 
audiology in Central Texas for over nine years 

for both adults and children. 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS IN GATESVILLE

the local chapter, which wel-
comes approximately 40 to 
60 people weekly at Faunt 
Le Roy Park, addressed the 
Gatesville City Council on 
Tuesday with their concerns 
about losing the space. 

“It’s been a hit for us, 
because that’s kind of a safe 
haven for a lot of people,” 
said Aaron Adams, a mem-
ber of Amtgard. “We take 
in a lot of trouble teens. We 
take in a lot of individuals 
that have social disorders. 
We give them a safe place 
for them to come and ex-
press themselves and to be 
who they are and let them 
kind of grow, but our park’s 
been taken from us.” 

Adams and another mem-
ber, Tiffanie Meagher, said 
they are looking for another 

spot to host Amtgard while 
Faunt Le Roy Park is closed, 
but it is difficult to find a 
spot large enough to host 
the group.  

“It’s a little concerning to 
not have a park. I know a 
lot of people use Amtgard 
for catharsis therapy, a way 
to get out, and a way to 
meet people,” Meagher said. 
“It’s kind of like a second 
church and kind of like a 
second home to a lot of us 
– it’s like a family to a lot 
of us.”

Mayor Gary Chumley said 
that the park will not open 
until it is deemed safe for 
citizens. 

“How long that will be I 
don’t know,” Chumley said. 
“This is not the first time 
it’s flooded. We still have 
not repaired the damage 
that occurred in 2018 in 
that flooding.”

Former City Manager 

Scott Albert, who was inter-
viewed by The Messenger 
before his resignation on 
May 14, said city officials 
will meet with a stormwater 
engineer next week to as-
sess the flood damage and 
determine the necessary 
recovery steps. 

“Additionally, we will 
discuss options for request-
ing financial assistance 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Administra-
tion (FEMA) and the Texas 
Department of Emergency 
Management (TDEM) to help 
with repairs in the park,” 
Albert said. 

In December 2023, the 
Gatesville City Council vot-
ed to move forward on an 
agreement with engineering 
and consulting firm, Frees 
and Nichols, to perform an 
initial assessment of the 
damaged riverbank from 
the 2018 floods. 

Albert said the upcoming 
assessment will determine 
how the city will repair 
the park after both flood 
events. 

“The proposed assess-
ment will primarily docu-
ment the damage to the 
park and determine the 
most effective strategy for 
the city to seek financial 
assistance in repairing the 
park following both the re-
cent and the 2018 flooding 
events,” Albert said. 

In 2020, the city received 
a $1.3 million grant from 
FEMA to repair Faunt Le Roy 
Park. Due to concerns about 
how the park would stand 
against future floods after 
repairs, the city chose to 
designate a portion of the 
funds toward the develop-
ment of a new park across 
from the Gatesville Fit-
ness Center, according to 
previous coverage by The 
Messenger.  

“We can go to Freedom 
Park or Raby, and we’re 
looking into those. But 
that’s our home park, so 
we would like to have that 
back,” Meagher said.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
These ladies at the Walmart garden center made 
my day with the best experience ever. On a busy 
Friday before Mothers Day, they took extra time 
and courtesy to do more than anyone else has. 
They helped me load all of my garden supplies 

and even checked out my basket full of groceries, 
then put it in my car for me. They were the 

nicest, most helpful employees ever. 
Sandy Smith, Gatesville, TX

PARK
FROM PAGE A1

Q: What’s your first Shivaree memory?

Tabitha Tippit
I was in junior high when I 
went to my first Shivaree. 

I remember the carnival rides and 
the shopping. It used to be set up 
behind the ball fields, but they 
would have the shopping at the 
park. They would have booths 
and the carnival, too, but it was 
the park I remember for the 
shopping.

Pam Bone
The first Shivaree I remem-
ber going to was at Faunt 

Le Roy Park. I was 17 years old. It 
was always a sense of community 
– people from all over were down 
there, and that’s what I liked 
about it. It was such a beautiful 
setting even if you just sat on a 
bench and took it all in.

I remember going to the 
Shivaree as a child and I 

believe it was held at Faunt Le 
Roy Park. I can remember all the 
games and activities and, as a 
child, I thought that was won-
derful. I remember going to the 
Shivaree several times during my 
childhood and I thoroughly en-
joyed it. That’s a great tradition.

A: A: A:
Dr. Barrett Pollard

CRASH
FROM PAGE A1

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

The Coryell County Com-
missioners Court issued 
a Declaration of Local Di-
saster to assist in recovery 
efforts following a historic 
flood event that took place 
on May 4 and May 5. 

The declaration comes 

after the first declaration 
County Judge Roger Miller 
issued on May 5 during the 
height of the floods. 

“It’s a standalone order. 
It identifies the previous 
order in there, but we’re 
more in the recovery phase 
of things rather than the 

actual event itself,” Miller 
said. 

The declaration went into 
effect on May 11 and will 
continue for 30 days. It 
encourages citizens to re-
port business and personal 
damages and losses to the 
Texas Department of Emer-

gency Management (TDEM) 
website at https://damage.
tdem.texas.gov/ and to se-
lect “Spring Severe Weather 
and Flooding Event.”

The declaration states 
that the flooding and high 
waters have caused extreme 
damage to the county’s 

roadways and infrastruc-
ture, as well as the homes, 
properties, businesses, and 
agriculture and ranching 
lands of its citizens. 

It says that recovery op-
erations are ongoing to re-
pair county roads and other 
damaged infrastructure. 

“This order covers the 
gap time from the previous 
order that I issued to allow 
us to collect the data for 
the efforts that the county 
government has submit-
ted in there, and it extends 
from here to 30 days,” 
Miller said.

County issues new disaster declaration for flood recovery  



It has been more than 
a few years since I was a 
student, and I never had 
the opportunity to teach, 

but there is something 
about young people and 
their accomplishments that 
warms my heart. One recent 

event hit my emotions very 
hard. It was an academic 
achievement dinner where 
the top 25 students in the 
senior class were singled 
out for their accomplish-
ments. But this dinner had 
a little twist. Each student 
was permitted to invite the 
one teacher who had the 
biggest impact upon their 
life and academic progress. 
As part of the program, 
each student wrote a short 
essay identifying their 
favorite teacher and what 
the teacher had done which 
made them special.

Listening to the students’ 
essays as they were being 
read was truly heartwarm-
ing. They explained the 
extraordinary efforts the 
teachers had made to con-
nect with them as students, 
to push them toward excel-
lence, and to influence the 

students to become the 
best version of themselves. 
One essay seemed to echo 
another, as the students ex-
pressed how their teacher’s 
impact was bigger than an 
English or mathematics 
class. They gave examples 
of how their relationship 
transcended the class and 
taught them about life and 
how to be a better citizen, 
student, and human being. 

The emotions on full 
display made it clear the 
teachers had accomplished 
no small task. They have 
impacted lives, changed 
worlds, and altered the tra-
jectory of a group of young 
people. They had done 
everything and anything a 
student could ask for, and 
in return, the students were 
thoughtful enough to recog-
nize the role their teacher 
had in their success.

My wife taught school for 
29 years. One of her favor-
ite students was later hired 
to teach alongside her in 
the very same department. 
The young teacher went 
from student to valued 
colleague. A few years later, 
my wife retired and saw her 
former student take over as 
the head of the department. 
On the night of the dinner 
I attended, I was thrilled 
to see this talented young 
woman. The former student 
was recognized by a stu-
dent as one of the special 
teachers. It was an example 
of “teaching life” going full 
circle. For me, it made the 
night even more special. 

I bet as folks read this 
column, their mind drifts 
back to their favorite 
teacher. They will reflect 
on the classes, the lessons 
learned, and the impact 

their teacher had on their 
development. For a lucky 
few, they will have had 
a special educator who 
not only taught them, but 
also helped give their life 
direction and purpose. 
My guess is the memory 
made us all smile a little 
brighter. Remember, it was 
a teacher who kindled that 
emotion. It was their impact 
that made you smile and 
warmed your heart. Their 
efforts are never gone, and 
I hope they will never be 
forgotten. 

Captain, my Captain … 
look how your seeds have 
grown. 

Thought for the day: Bet-
ter than a thousand days of 
diligent study, is one day 
spent with a great teacher.

Until next time … I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out!

sam@hcnews.com
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Captain, my Captain … the impact of teachers is amazing

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist 
and newspaper executive. He is also 
an author, playwright, actor, and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

T
he past couple of weeks I had the op-
portunity to participate in several end-
of-the-year events at local schools. With 
graduation just around the corner, many 

schools have events where they honor scholastic 
accomplishments and recognize students for jobs 
well done.
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COURTESY PHOTO

STEPHANIE HESTER

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Stephanie Hester!

Stephanie has been a local hairdresser since August 
of 1999 and has owned Split Endz Salon in Gatesville 
for over 14 years now. Hester expressed that the best 
part about her job is her clients. She has lived in Gates-
ville for 35 years and said, “I love the people of Gates-
ville; we have a great community.”

Stephanie reads The Gatesville Messenger and said, 
“I love The Gatesville Messenger; they do a great job of 
covering things going on in the Gatesville (area).”

If you happen to see Stephanie around town, say 
hello! She is one of us!

Staff Reports 

Early voting for the 
Democratic Primary Runoff 
Election on May 28 will 
take place from May 20-24, 
from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Election 

Day voting will take place 
between 7 a.m.- 7 p.m.

The sample ballot lists 
the Democratic contenders 
for the U.S. House District 
31 seat, Stuart Whitlow and 
Brian Walbridge. 

EARLY VOTING POLLING 
LOCATIONS:

• Copperas Cove Early 
Voting Center 508 B Cove 
Terrace, Copperas Cove TX 
76522

• Gatesville Annex, 801 

E. Leon St., Gatesville TX 
76528

ELECTION DAY POLLING 
LOCATIONS:

• Copperas Cove Early 
Voting Center 508 B Cove 
Terrace, Copperas Cove, TX 

76522
• Gatesville Annex, 801 

E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 
76528

• Flat Community Center 
159 CR 334, Flat, TX

• Evant City Hall	

598 E. Highway 84, Evant, 
TX

For more information, 
visit coryellcountytax.com/
elections.

Early voting begins Monday for Democratic runoff 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

At a recent Lions Club meeting, Gatesville Police Chief Brad Hunt (pictured center) was presented with a plaque of appreciation for the 
outstanding work he did during the eclipse. Pictured left is Ft. Cavazos Logistics Officer James Marques, and pictured right is Mayor 
Gary Chumley.

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

Gatesville Police Chief 
Brad Hunt, who has been 
in law enforcement for 29 
years, recently spoke to 
the Gatesville Lions Club 
about the force’s involve-
ment during the recent 
eclipse.

“I was hired as the chief 
of police in February, 
and it was not part of the 
incoming process to talk 
about the eclipse, and 
about two weeks after I 
got here, Cheri Shepherd 
let me get settled in my 
office and then said, ‘Hey 
you, have you heard about 
the eclipse?’ We started 
planning from there.” 
Hunt said that, without 
Cheri’s help, some of the 

planning would have fallen 
on his shoulders.

“First, we had a lot of 
positive press coverage, 
there was a lot of Gates-
ville news out by KWTX, 
KXXV, and The Gatesville 
Messenger – those were 
the main three - and when 
I was looking at coming to 
Gatesville back in January 
and you would do a Google 
search of Gatesville, there 
was a hospital explosion, 
a flood, and a convict that 
escaped from the sheriff’s 
office, and that’s what the 
news was about in Gates-
ville,” he said.

In comparison, Hunt 
pointed out, “Now, if you 
do that same search for 
Gatesville, it would be 

that there were 62 stories 
in a ten-minute search 
about the eclipse and what 
Gatesville has done or did 
do about the eclipse – a lot 
of positive stories out of 
that.” Hunt continued, “So, 
to me, that was the word 
about our town out there. 
What I found out since is 
that this is a close-knit 
community and a very giv-
ing community.”

During the eclipse, Hunt 
reported that Gatesville 
had visitors from 30 states 
and 19 countries, includ-
ing Amsterdam, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Colum-
bia, Ireland, and Japan to 
name a few. “Personally, I 
met dozens and dozens of 
people over that weekend 

from all over the world. 
My own relatives came 
in from South Carolina. 
Every single person that I 
encountered had nothing 
but positive things to say 
about Gatesville.”

Hunt said the visitors 
were not only pleased 
about the event and how 
the preparations were 
made in advance, but also 
who the people were in 
the community and their 
friendliness. “So, I’m now 
so proud to be a part of 
a community that’s like 
that,” he said.

Hunt recalls eclipse event to Lions Club
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Whatever happened to …
20  YEARS AGO (2004)
The City of Gatesville held 

their annual “Spring Clean-
up” at the former Foxworth-
Galbraith lot.

A project to widen Texas 
Highway 36 from Gatesville 
to North Fort Hood was 
scheduled to begin later in 
2004.

Property values were ex-
pected to slightly increase 
across Coryell County.

The Boys’ and Girls’ Club 

announced their first pro-
gram – a summer program.

Dish Network introduced 
the HDTV system.

30 YEARS AGO (1994)
James Baize was selected 

as the next school superin-
tendent of Gatesville ISD.

The Leon River was 
almost spilling over after 
significant area rainfall.

Donna Medford was 
selected by the Democratic 
Executive Committee as 

their nominee for county 
treasurer.

The Chamber of Com-
merce and Agribusiness 
was set to host Gatesville’s 
first Fun and Games Night, 
a fundraiser for the cham-
ber.

Tranum Ford-Mercury 
advertised the new F-150 
truck for $12,995.

40 YEARS AGO (1984)
The Jonesboro Volunteer 

Fire Department was set to 

hold a fundraising barbe-
cue.

Allen Jones received the 
Gatesville Exchange Club’s 
Golden Deeds award.

Gatesville ISD’s 1984-
1985 kindergarten class 
was to be moved from the 
primary building to the 
elementary building.

The National Bank of 
Gatesville was selling 
United States Mint Olympic 
commemorative coins.

Gatesville Junior High 
School students were going 
to put on the play “Catty-
wampus.”

50 YEARS AGO (1974)
 A hole was dug for a new 

well for the city’s water 
system.

Local banker David Bar-
nard was named the new 
president of the Greater 
Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce.

Rhodes Department Store 

advertised Keds shoes for 
$4.99.

Boy Scout leaders in 
Jonesboro were planning a 
bicycle rodeo and sandwich 
supper.

Gatesville High School 
auto mechanics student 
Kyle Powell won second 
place in the wheel align-
ment technical information 
contest.

SUDOKU
Puzzle answers 

from the May 11, 

2024 issue.
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Come meet your new 
best friend!

FOR INFO: 254-865-2226

We have many loving dogs who 
need a family to love them back.

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Staff Reports

High-speed internet is 
within reach for more 
than 29,000 families and 
businesses across Central 
Texas.

To date, the construction 
process is underway to 
connect more people with 
Brightspeed Fiber Internet 

across Copperas Cove and 
Gatesville.

The announcement is 
released just eight weeks 
after Brightspeed an-
nounced the initial 95,000 
addresses under construc-
tion that will soon be 
neighboring Killeen.

Residents within the 
community will likely see 

construction crews in their 
neighborhood, working to 
get them online.

When the construction 
is complete, residents who 
have previously lacked 
quality internet service will 
have access to a new, high-
speed connection choice.

According to Broadband 
Now, “Texas is ranked 

16th in the nation when it 
comes to internet coverage 
as well as speed and avail-
ability.”

Gatesville currently has 
over 4,768 locations that 
are planning to use the 
service.

For further information, 
visit brightspeed.com.

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

After what could be 
considered a life-long com-
mitment to his community, 
Ronald Medart recently 
stepped down as president 
of the Pearl Community 
Center and his involvement 

with the Pearl Bluegrass 
event, which has taken 
place each month since 
1997.

Medart, age 87, was born 
and raised in the Pearl 
community of Coryell 
County. He attended 

school at Pearl and gradu-
ated with the class of 1955 
– walking across the very 
same stage to receive his 
diploma where he recently 
received a certificate of 
appreciation for his years 
of devotion to the Pearl 

Community Center and the 
Bluegrass Festival.

After the school closed, 
the building sat vacant for 
a few years before it was 
decided that it would be 
used for class and family 
reunions.

“Well, we started re-do-
ing the building in January 
of 1997, and then, in Oc-
tober of 1997, we started 
having music,” Medart 
said. “We finally decided 
to have Blue Grass itself 
and we sent out notices to 
have everyone start coming 
to Pearl, and the first time 
they showed up, we had a 
fairly good crowd in 1997,” 
Medart said.

As years went by, the 
Pearl Bluegrass Festival 
began to blossom as word 
spread across the state and 
into neighboring states. 
“This auditorium will seat 
about 275, and, sometimes, 
when a certain band would 
be here, there would be 50 
or 60 lined up around the 
walls,” he said.

As the popularity of the 
monthly event grew, Me-
dart knew that “Pearl had 
something to offer.”

Upon his retirement 
as president of the com-
munity center’s board of 
directors, Medart said, “I’ve 
enjoyed it. I’ll enjoy it as I 
continue to come up here 
every month. Like I’ve said, 
if you don’t have anything 
to enjoy tomorrow, you’ve 
got to enjoy something 
you do the rest of your life, 
and I enjoy this. I plan on 
playing my guitar more 
and now I can go in the 
practice rooms and play 
more.”

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Ronald Medart, pictured right, receives a plaque of appreciation from incoming Pearl Community 
Center President Garrett Dickey.

Ronald Medart honored at Pearl

Brightspeed fiber internet set to serve Gatesville

Staff Reports

Memorial Day is a federal 
holiday that commemorates 
the men and women who 
have died while serving in 
the military for the United 
States of America.

Formally known as Deco-
ration Day, it’s a federal 
holiday observed yearly on 
the last Monday of May.

The history of Memorial 

Day dates to the American 
Civil War. It started as an 
event to honor soldiers who 
had died during the war. It 
is said to be inspired by the 
way people in the southern 
states honored the dead.

The original national cel-
ebration of Decoration Day 
took place on May 30, 1868.

Businesses and gov-
ernmental offices across 
Coryell County will join the 

rest of the nation on Mon-
day, May 27, in celebrating 
Memorial Day.

Closings in the immediate 
area include:

GOVERNMENT
The City of Gatesville, the 

City of Oglesby, the City of 
Evant, the Coryell County 
Courthouse, and the Farm 
Service Agency will be 
closed on Monday.

SCHOOLS
All local schools will have 

finished the school year. 
The Boys and Girls Club will 
be closed.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Extraco Bank, Cadence 

Bank, Educator’s Credit 
Union, and the First Na-
tional Bank of Gatesville, 
Evant, and Oglesby will be 
closed on Monday.

POST OFFICES
All local post offices will 

be closed on Monday.

LIBRARY
The Gatesville Public 

Library will be closed on 
Monday.

SENIOR CENTER
The Gatesville Senior and 

Multi-Service Center will be 
closed on Monday.

MUSEUM
The Coryell County Mu-

seum and Historical Center 
will be closed on Monday.

NEWSPAPER
The Gatesville Messenger 

will be closed on Monday 
in observance of Memorial 
Day and will re-open on 
Tuesday, May 28.

Business, government offices set to close May 27 for Memorial Day

Staff Reports

Mother Neff State Park 
has announced that it will 
host an introduction to 
geocaching class for the 
community on Saturday, 
May 18.

The class will be come 
and go, so there is no need 
to register for the event. 
Ron Willis will instruct the 
class from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

The class is free, but 
there will be a park entry 
fee at the cost of $2 per 
adult. Children under 12 
years of age will be free to 
enter.

For further details, con-
tact Mother Neff State Park 
at 254-853-2389.

Mother Neff State Park is 
located at 1921 State Park 
Road 14 in Moody.

Mother Neff presents 
geocaching class May 18

Submitted item

The annual Purmela 
Homecoming will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
May 25, at Purmela Baptist 
Church located at 875 FM 
932 in Purmela.

A pot-luck lunch will 

be served at noon. Paper 
products and drinks will be 
furnished.

The Evergreen-Bundrant 
and Smith Cemetery Asso-
ciation meetings will follow 
afterwards.

Purmela Homecoming 
scheduled for May 25



Press Release

Huntsville, Texas — 
Representatives from the 
Windham School District, 
alongside the Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice 
(TDCJ) and the Texas Board 
of Criminal Justice (TBCJ), 
convened in Gatesville, Tex-
as on Friday, May 3, 2024, 
for a momentous renam-
ing dedication ceremony 
at the Patrick L. O’Daniel 
Unit, formerly known as the 
Mountain View Unit. 

In December 2023, the 
TBCJ made a unanimous de-
cision to rename the unit in 
honor of the distinguished 
service rendered by the for-
mer TBCJ Chairman, Patrick 
L. O’Daniel. Mr. O’Daniel, 
who served on the board 
from 2017 to 2023, was an 
unwavering supporter of 
Windham and its transfor-
mative programs. His legacy 
continues to inspire posi-
tive growth within educa-
tion in corrections. 

Following the dedication 
ceremony, guests were 
treated to a culinary experi-
ence crafted by women in 
Windham’s culinary arts 
class at the Crain campus. 
Guided by their teacher, 
Ms. Joyce Johnson, and 
other district culinary arts 
instructors, Ms. Martha 
Robinson and Mr. Dexter 
Spalding, these students 
meticulously planned and 
executed a Mexican-inspired 
menu, showcasing their 
proficiency in culinary 
arts. The menu featured an 
array of delectable dishes, 
including beef, chicken and 
cheese enchiladas, comple-
mented by charro and 
refried beans, Spanish rice, 
all of the sides and fixings, 
and traditional tres leches 
cake for dessert. At the 

former chairman’s request, 
the students also prepared 
a side of deviled eggs. The 
students and instructors 
played a monumental role 
in the success of this event. 
From obtaining all supplies 
and ingredients to prepar-
ing dishes and serving 
guests, this experience 
proved to be an excellent 
opportunity for the stu-
dents to obtain realistic 
experience similar to what 
they will experience in the 
culinary industry upon 
reentry. 

“Windham School Dis-
trict is immensely proud 
of these women for their 
display of talent and 
dedication at the Patrick 
L. O’Daniel Unit Dedica-
tion Ceremony,” Windham 
Superintendent Kristina 
J. Hartman said. “Their 
culinary expertise not only 
showcased their skill, but 
also honored the legacy of 
Mr. O’Daniel, whose unwav-
ering support has signifi-
cantly impacted our district 
and its students.”

The preparation and de-
livery of this elaborate meal 
underscored the compre-
hensive training provided 
by Windham’s Culinary Arts 
program, available to men 
and women at 18 campuses 
across the district. With the 
guidance of their culinary 
arts instructors, students 
applied their diverse skill 
set acquired through rigor-
ous coursework covering 
food safety, advanced 
cooking techniques, and 
more. This showcased their 
ability to cater to a variety 
of palates and preferences, 
ensuring a memorable 
dining experience for all 
attendees. 

Windham is honored to 

have played a role in com-
memorating Mr. O’Daniel’s 
legacy, whose visionary 
leadership has left a mark 
on the district and its stu-
dents. Through his support, 
Windham has witnessed 
significant advancements, 
including improved access 
to libraries within cor-
rectional facilities, salary 
adjustments for educators, 
and the implementation of 
technology-driven initia-

tives supporting classroom 
instruction and digital 
literacy.

As Windham School 
District reflects on Mr. 
O’Daniel’s unwavering 
commitment to serving the 
state of Texas, it reaffirms 
its dedication to providing 
quality education and trans-
formative opportunities to 
students within the Texas 
Department of Criminal 
Justice.  

ABOUT WINDHAM SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

Windham School Dis-
trict (Windham) provides 
academic, career and 
technical education, and life 
skills programs to eligible 
students within the Texas 
Department of Criminal 
Justice (TDCJ). With 98 
campuses located in prison 
facilities across Texas, 
Windham strives to equip 
students with the neces-

sary education and skills 
to successfully reenter the 
workforce within their com-
munities. For media or part-
nership inquiries, please 
contact Danielle Nicholes, 
Communications Adminis-
trator, at danielle.nicholes@
wsdtx.org.

The theme this year is 
“Jesus Loves You!” Be sure 
and mark your calendars, 
and please tell all your 
friends and family. The 
Pearl Church of Christ VBS 
is epic, and you don’t want 
to miss it. 

Pearl Church of Christ 
also reported that they 
had 33 people attend last 
Sunday and were able to 
give out two scholarships in 
person. Since the weather 
has prohibited many people 
from being able to travel 
in and around the area, it 
was decided that this May 
will be scholarship month. 
If you have been contacted 
that you are getting a schol-
arship from Pearl Church 
of Christ and would like to 

attend church to receive 
it, there is another oppor-
tunity tomorrow, May 19. 
Otherwise, your scholar-
ship will be mailed to you if 
you cannot attend. Service 
starts at 10:30 a.m. every 
Sunday morning. Everyone 
is always invited to Pearl 
Church of Christ. 

These are exciting times 
for the Pearl Bluegrass 
at the Pearl Community 
Center. The new officers are 
working hard to ensure a 
fun day in Pearl during each 
Bluegrass event. The next 
Bluegrass Day will be June 
1. You can contact Garrett 
Dickey, President of the 
Pearl Community Center 
Board, at 254-595-1095 to 
schedule stage time. Just 

leave a message, and he 
will get back to you. Don’t 
forget that the Bluegrass 
kitchen is open from 
11a.m.-4p.m., and the prices 
are very reasonable for the 
delicious, homemade food. 

The Community Center 
is truly the hub of Pearl. 
It serves as a place for fu-
neral lunches, reunions, and 
other community events. To 
rent the building or rent an 
RV space, contact Connie 
Long at 254-223-0621.

The Pearl Cottage Book-
store will be open from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. on June 1. You 
will enjoy browsing over 
6,000 books as well as 
various sundry other items. 
Purchases are made by 
donation, and all proceeds 

go toward the bookstore’s 
local charities. Kay and Cor-
lisa will love seeing you, so 
stop by and visit, and enjoy 
a shopping adventure. 

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Proverbs 
31:30—Charm is deceptive, 
and beauty is fleeting, but a 
woman who fears the Lord 
is to be praised. NIV

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page, and the 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore and 
Resale Shop Facebook page. 
Please submit any Pearl 
news to betsyclark47@
yahoo.com
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T
he Pearl Church of Christ will hold its 

annual VBS May 27 through May 31, 

from 9 a.m.-12 p. m. each day. This 

event has taken place for over 30 years, 

and it continues to grow and to teach the love of 

Jesus each and every year. 

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

PEARL NEWS

Annual VBS coming soon at Pearl Church of Christ 

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 
Call 254-466-5128

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

We’ll Buy Your 
Gold & Silver

Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 5/14/24).......

$2358.30
SILVER (XAG/USD 5/14/24)..........

$28.52

bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For Appointment

Walk-ins Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

PHOTO COURTESY OF TDCJ RENAMING DEDICATION

As part of the statewide district that operates schools in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Windham School District culinary arts 
students prepare and serve the meal at the recent O’Daniel Unit renaming dedication.

Incarcerated Culinary Arts Students Serve Up Excellence 
at Patrick L. O’Daniel Unit Renaming Dedication 

Submitted item

The Leon River Dutch 
Oven Gang will hold a 
cooking demonstration on 
Saturday, May 25, from 9 

a.m.-noon at Mother Neff 
State Park.

The public is invited to 
come and see the cook-
ing demonstrations and to 

learn some tips and tricks. 
A Dutch oven is a cast iron 
pot with a lid that can be 
used for cooking outdoors.

Samples will be available 

when the delicious dishes 
are ready.

 Leon River Dutch Oven Gang to give 
demonstrations to be held May 25
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A professor helped him 
get a job as part of a panel 
to research global hunger 
and health. “And then there 

was the International Year 
of the Child in 1979,” says 
John, “when I was asked to 
create a presidential com-

mission on the issues of 
children.”

Still in his twenties, he 
got a job with the United 
Nations. “So much of this 
is just out of the blue. My 
father told me just before 
he died to do something 
to make the world a better 
place. Those words set 
the course for my life, and 
I’ve tried to do that.  He 
experienced some genuine 
horror. He was a prisoner of 
war for three years during 
World War Two and toured 
Nagasaki after the bomb 
was dropped on that city.” 

John spent thirty years 
with The National Academy 
of Sciences. “I organized 
international conferences 
on various topics in Istan-
bul, New Delhi, Tokyo, and 
places like that.”  

He had tea with the 
emperor and empress of 
Japan.  “They were exceed-
ingly genuine and wonder-
ful people, and I had a good 
visit with them over tea. 
Months later I ran into them 
at a meeting. They were 
in a line greeting guests, 
and when the empress 
saw me she walked over to 
me, grabbed my hand and 
said, ‘Oh, Mr. Campbell, 
we’re so excited to see you 
again. How was your trip to 
Kyoto?’ Everybody around 
me just stared at me and 
wondered how I knew the 
empress.”

Once he rode around Ti-
ananmen Square in Beijing 
in a car that had a special 
license plate. “The police 
could not stop the driver 
for any infraction apparent-

ly. He floored the car and 
drove as fast as he could 
through all the back streets. 
When we got to Tianan-
men Square he illegally just 
barreled through the bar-
ricades and drove around 
while Cher was blasting 
from the CD player. He put 
the windows down and just 
entertained whoever was 
around during this wild 
ride. I’ll never forget that 
night.”

John is a certified world 
traveler. Once he was 
detained at the airport in 
Frankfurt when they looked 
at his passport and discov-
ered he had been to several 
countries in a short amount 
of time. “A young officer 
made me take off my shirt 
and shoes and he did a 
body search. About an hour 

later, they released me after 
being convinced I was not a 
terrorist.”

John has had an incred-
ible life and met some 
significant people. In 1990, 
he arranged a meeting of 
world leaders to discuss the 
future. He says it would be 
hard to do that today.   

He came to Texas to work 
with a blue-ribbon com-
mittee to study the status 
of universities in the state. 
Retired now, he recently 
spent a few months going 
through his photos and 
journals and produced a 
book for his family and 
friends titled “Offbeat 
Tales.”  He finished the 
book on his seventy-fifth 
birthday.  

TUMBLEWEED SMITH

John Campbell’s adventures around the world 

J
ohn Campbell, of Austin, started his pro-
fessional career on a high note. “My actual 
first job was at the White House,” says 
John. He went there after graduating from              	

           Tulane with degrees in biology and sociol-
ogy. 

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

Press Release

On Saturday, June 1, 
Coryell Health will host 
the annual 5K Color the 
Shivaree Fun Run/Walk 
which will begin near 1854 

Mercantile just off the 
courthouse square at 8 
a.m.

Participants can run/
walk through Gatesville 
and get covered in color as 

they go.
Color the Shivaree is fun 

for the whole family- the 
course is a comfortable 
one-and-a-half miles- chil-
dren of all ages are wel-

come. A 5K route will also 
be offered. This race is not 
officially timed. Pricing 
will be as follows: Age 4-10 
$15 | Age 11-17 $20 | Age 
18+ $25

Color the Shivaree run set for June 1

Submitted Item

The Turnersville 67th 
annual homecoming 
program will be held on 
Sunday, May 26, at the 
Turnersville Tabernacle. 
Registration will begin at 
9 a.m. Be sure to arrive 
early for fellowship and to 
enjoy coffee and donuts.

The Homecoming Memo-
rial Program will com-
mence at 11 a.m., and the 
guest speaker will be Matt 
Dossey.

Dossey is the son of Wil-
lis Dossey, Sr. and Mildred 
Dossey. His wife is Emily 
Dossey, and they have 
two children, Braxton and 
Braydon.

He graduated from 
Gatesville High School in 
1992 and later attended 
McMurry University where 
he graduated in 1996. 
He received his master’s 
degree from Tarleton State 
University in 2006.

He has been in the 
education field for over 
27 years and is currently 
in his 13th year as the 
superintendent of Jones-
boro Independent School 
District.

He has been a licensed 
minister since 2003 and 
has served as the pastor at 
Jonesboro Baptist Church 
since 2011.

One of the most trea-
sured traditions is to 
honor veterans who have 

proudly served our coun-
try. To instill patriotism, 
at the beginning of the 
service, the children will 
be asked to follow local 
veterans posting flags 
down an aisle which will 
lead to the pledge of al-
legiance. Children who are 
too young to walk will be 
carried by proud parents.

The Turnersville Cem-
etery was formed in the 
early 1900s. It is honored 
to be the resting place for 
veterans’ graves. Around 
275 veterans from at least 
six wars have been inven-
toried and decorated with 
the American flag during 
each Memorial weekend by 
members of the commu-
nity.

The two oldest graves 
in the cemetery include 
Harrsion Owens who 
served during the Texas 
Revolution and John Black, 
who served during the 
Civil War.

The program will be 
followed by the tradi-
tional meal, which will be 
served in the community 
center. Dinnerware, bread, 
drinks, and water will be 
provided. Those attending 
are encouraged to bring a 
favorite dish or two, and 
to stay after the program 
to enjoy the variety of 
foods while renewing 
friendships.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A large crowd of runners turned out for the Shivaree run last year.

Turnersville presents 
its 67th annual 
homecoming program

Submitted item

Pearl Church of Christ 
will be hosting a Vacation 
Bible School from Monday, 

May 27, until Friday, May 
31, from 9 a.m.-noon. This 
year, the theme will be 
“Jesus Loves Me.” 

The church asks children 

to join them for a fun 
week in Pearl. All ages are 
welcome to attend.

Pearl Church of Christ 
is located at 6790 FM 183. 

For more information 
about the VBS, call 254-
865-9282.

Pearl Church of Christ to host VBS

Marriage licenses filed 
during the month of April 
2024 at the Coryell County 
Clerk’s Office included:

Christopher Lee Ander-
son and Lea Marie Hayhurst

Zane Andrew Beaty and 
Braydie Grace Barnard

Christopher Alan Breck-
enridge and Laura Elizabeth 
Robinson

Jared Ray Brewington and 
Tonie Amanda Farmer

Devin Christopher Brous-
sard and Tyesheka Monique 
Reyes

Kyle Hallum Brown, Jr. 
and Valerie Erin Longfellow

Roenzer Edgefield 
Brunson II and Ricketta 

Dashae Bryant
Caleb Brian Caldwell and 

Kirwin Marie Foster
Chrystian Carrillo Gomez 

and Maria Gabriela Esquivel 
Aguilar

Corey Scott Crawford and 
April Lynn Jones

Waylon Lewis Dyer and 
Shonna Leann McGinn

Wardell Joseph Feaster 
and Jasmine Thyrelle Boyd

Joshua Allen Ford and 
Lyric Nashae Richardson

Donald James Gaddis and 
Julia Christine Bice

Christopher Morgan Gray 
and Bliss Ann Aday

David Eric Hannah and 
Ashlyn Danielle Francisco

Daniel John Healy and 

Sarah Katherine Savage
Robby Allen Hemingway 

and Vanessa Mercedes Bell
William Young Min Jo and 

Hsiao-yu Fan
Ethan Drew Allen Kirkelie 

and Anna Jo Hardcastle
Brandon Leonel Lopez 

and Alyssa King
Victor Hugo Montoya and 

Joanna Maria Edwards
Daniel Spencer Myers and 

Alita Alexia Henry
Daniel Lee Qualls, Jr. and 

Esmeralda Marie Salinas
Brenton Keith Southers 

and Casandra Jane Dickins
Cody Shane Stewart, Jr. 

and Rose Renee Howard
Austin Kelley Stuard and 

Jessica Deionne White

April marriage licenses filed 
at Coryell County Courthouse

Marriage License

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY 
AT NOON

3199 Hwy. 6, Clifton, Texas
254-675-7717

HAULING AVAILABLE ANY DAY: 
JARED HUNT 254 223 2486

5-15-24 SALE
Weigh  Bulls 151-157
Weigh Cows 85-135

Cow Calf Pairs  1600-2850
Bred Cows NO TEST
Replacement Bulls  NO TEST

#1 Type Steers
200-300 lb. NO TEST
301-400 lb.             320-345
401-500 lb. 275-307
501-600 lb. 250-286
601-700 lb. 240-261

#1 Type Heifers
200-300 lb. NO TEST
301-400 lb. 280-305
401-500 lb. 250-285    
501-600 lb. 235-275
600-700 lb. 215-235

ANDY’S SALE BARN CAFE
WEDNESDAYS @ 11 AM – BUFFET • BURGERS • SANDWICHES

Jody & Robin Thomas
(254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

May 15, 2024:

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 350-435 
300-400 lb. 325-395 
400-500 lb. 290-335
500-600 lb. 265-310
600-700 lb. 250-295
700-800 lb. 230-260
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 325-395
300-400 lb. 290-345    
400-500 lb. 265-310
500-600 lb. 245-285
600-700 lb. 225-255
700-800 lb. 210-240
Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 130-147
Low Yielding 110-120     
Fats 120-135
Thin & Shelly 100-110
Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 140-167
Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   2700-3200
Young Fair 2100-2700
Aged Pairs Split & Weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 1600-2550
Number of Head 655

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY
 STARTS AT NOON 



Several seniors of Mound 
attended the annual 
academic scholarships 
program in Gatesville 
last Friday evening at the 
Gatesville High School 
Gymnasium.

Matti Mann received 
three scholarships Friday 
evening at the scholarship 
banquet. One was from MJ 
Hannah, Coryell County 
youth fair David Treadway 
Memorial, and Area Go 

Texan Greg Weber Memo-
rial. 

Coby, Sarah, and Kate 
Jones came Friday night. 
Coby presented the Brack 
Jones scholarships at 
Gatesville High School 
Banquet. 

Scott, Kelby, Sterlin 
Shults, Case, Kristen, Pax-
ton Brack, and Don Jones 
took Sue out for lunch at 
Crawford for Mother’s Day.

Emma Blakley graduated 
from Texas A&M Friday 
with her bachelor’s degree 
in animal science.  Robert 
and Carolyn Blakley, along 
with Jerry, Brenda, and Neil 
Helms, and several of her 
friends were there.  After 
graduation they all went 
to dinner at a restaurant 
in Bryan and celebrated 
Emma Blakley.

Jerry and Paula Bomar 
had all their children and 
grandchildren home for 
the Mother’s Day weekend.

Justin and Randi Strong, 
of Gatesville, visited during 
the Mother’s Day weekend 
with Martha Lawhorn and 
Elizabeth Phillips.

Several people from 
Mound attended the an-
nual GCOC Spring Swing 
Golf Classic Tournament, 
Silent Auction benefiting 
GCOC Jr. Ambassadors 
Scholarship fund.  Spon-
sorships were available. 
The tournament included 
events:  a catered lunch, 
50/50 Raffle, Hole in one 
prize Winner, Cash Tourna-
ment Prizes, Long Drive 
Contest, and Closest to the 
Pin Competition Saturday 
afternoon. It was hosted by 
the Gatesville Chamber of 
Commerce.

Those who have birth-
days this weekend are Kim 
Dahl and David Hopson.
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OBITUARIES

M
rs. Doris Dean (Coston) Smith died Saturday, 

April 27. A Celebration of Life in memory of 

Doris Dean Smith will take place on Satur-

day, June 22, at Trinity Church of Nazarene 

in Oklahoma City.  Mrs. Smith is the cousin of the late Mr. 

James Truett Hopson and family of Mound.

BY BARBARA HOPSON

Mound News 
Correspondent

MOUND NEWS

Students from Mound receive scholarships

Huey Veazey, age 69, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
May 12, 2024. Funeral ser-
vices were held at 2 p.m. 
on Wednesday, May 15, at 
Scott’s Funeral Home.

Billy Hugh Veazey, Jr., 
(AKA Huey) was born July 
9, 1954, at Coryell Memo-
rial Health in Gatesville to 
his parents Billy Hugh and 
Margaret Ruth Veazey. He 
had three siblings, Margo, 
Torrie, and Justin. While 
growing up in a loving 
home, he attended school 
in Gatesville. Upon gradu-
ating from Gatesville High 
School in 1973, he moved 
to Austin and started a job 
in construction. In 1975, 
Huey began his career in 
HVAC with civil service 
at Fort Hood and retired 
in 2004. Also in 1975, he 
married Deb Sellers. They 
were married for ten years 
and had two children 
together, Kami and Zeb. 
As a family, they enjoyed 
going to the lake together 
and camping. They invited 
family and friends all the 
time to join in on all the 
fun. Huey could slalom 
ski and gave both Kami 
and Zeb ski lessons, which 
they described as colorful 
instructions. He was also 
really good at playing ten-
nis during his tennis era, 
drawing cartoon pictures, 
and writing short poems. 
Huey loved Harley motor-
cycles, hot rods, fast cars, 
fishing, and guitars.

After Huey retired, that 
is when his life really 
began! He loved visiting 
family and friends and 
“shooting the bull,” talking 
to anyone who wanted 
to waste a whole day. He 
loved watching drag races, 
working on old cars, and 
having jam sessions on his 
guitar with his buddies, or 
a jam session all by him-
self. He loved music and 

would sing loud and proud 
to the radio or to whom-
ever would listen to him as 
he beat out the drums on 
his steering wheel. Huey 
was the life of the party 
and never met a stranger. 
He ran into people in 
Texas and out of state that 
he knew, and they knew 
him; it didn’t matter. He 
also was a poet that didn’t 
know it and would ask his 
Mama to help him. They 
would try to out do each 
other putting together the 
best rhymes. Huey was 
loved by his family and his 
friends. He loved the Lord.

Huey was preceded in 
death by his parents, Billy 
Hugh and Margaret Ruth 
Veazey.

He is survived by his 
daughter, Kami Williams 
and husband, Curtis; son, 
Zeb Veazey and wife, Mon-
ica; grandchildren, Owen, 
Chett and Bralen; sisters, 
Margo Ferguson and Tor-
rie Rainwater; brother, 
Justin Veazey, and many 
nieces and nephews who 
he dearly loved.

This was written by 
Kami, Margo, and Tor-
rie. When thinking about 
how to end this obituary, 
Margo said,

Huey would say, “just 
say- THE END.”

Huey Veazey
July 9, 1954 – May 12, 2024

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (855) 808-4152 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

855-808-4152
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (855) 808-4152.

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.501.6864

Obera Spradley Godwin, 
age 100, passed away 
peacefully on May 11, 
2024. 

Funeral services were 
held at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
May 16, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home with Jonathan Ford 
officiating. Interment 
followed at Goldthwaite 
Memorial Cemetery. 

Obera was born in Pros-
per, Texas to Floyd D. and 
Hattie Patterson Spradley. 
She was the seventh of 
eight children. She grew 
up in Prosper and com-
pleted her education in 
Lubbock before moving 
to San Angelo. She was 
a loving, caring, and fun 
mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, and 
great-great grandmother. 
She was always involved 
in her church, bible study, 
and helping others. She 
loved her flowers and took 
pride in her immaculate 
yard. Baking sour dough 
bread was her passion, 
but the real gift was shar-
ing it with family and 
friends. Obera volunteered 
for many organizations 
through the years, but her 
service with hospice was 
near and dear to her heart. 
She was an avid golfer 
who passed her love of 
the game to her grandchil-
dren. At age 67, she made 
a hole-in-one at Slick Rock 
golf course at Horseshoe 
Bay while playing with her 
golf group. When moving 
to Gatesville in 2010 to be 
closer to her family, she 
continued to play golf.   

Obera is preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band, John Paul Godwin; 
son, Michael Mercer; and 
all her siblings. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, Karla Reaves 
and husband, Les; grand-
children, Jim Reaves and 
wife, Glynis, Karen Reaves 
Kerr and husband, Chad, 

and Cody Mercer; great-
granddaughter, Poppy 
Kate Kerr; and many 
nieces and nephews.

She is also survived by 
a bonus son, Paul Godwin 
and wife, Petra; bonus 
granddaughters, Holly 
Godwin Conaway and 
husband, Brian, Heather 
Godwin Wood and hus-
band, Brandon, Hope God-
win George and husband, 
Justin; nine bonus great-
grandchildren; and two 
bonus great-great grand-
daughters. 

Obera loved bright 
colors. Her family requests 
that those who knew her 
wear them in her honor.

 Obera’s family also 
extends their sincerest 
thanks for the love and 
care by Amedisys Hospice, 
The Oaks, and Welcome 
Program at Coryell Health. 
To Susie Keeney, Helen 
Ward, and Lourie Terry, 
our deepest appreciation 
for your constant compas-
sion and love for Obera.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to 
Meals on Wheels, care of 
Gatesville Senior Center, 
208 N. Lutterloh, Gates-
ville, TX 76528, or to the 
Gatesville Boys and Girls 
Club, 2533 E. Main Street, 
Gatesville, TX 76528.

Submitted item

The annual meeting of 
the Smith Cemetery As-
sociation will be held on 
Saturday, May 25, following 
the Purmela Homecoming. 
The homecoming takes 
place at Purmela Baptist 

Church from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
There will be a potluck 
meal following. 

Smith Cemetery’s annual 
fundraising newsletter will 
soon be mailed. Those 
interested in receiving a 
newsletter, or more infor-

mation about the meeting, 
may contact Glenda Man-
ning Reid at 254-865-2884. 
If no one answers, please 
leave a message.

If you wish to send a do-
nation for maintenance, the 
mailing address is Smith 

Cemetery, 11135 FM 116, 
Gatesville, TX 76528.

Anyone interested is in-
vited to attend the meeting.

Purmela Baptist Church 
is located at 875 FM 942.

Obera Spradley Godwin
May 29, 1923 – May 11, 2024

Smith Cemetery Assoc. to meet May 25

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

Strolling through the old-
est section of the Gatesville 
City Cemetery, visitors 
sometimes notice very or-
nate tombstones as well as 
small inexpensive stones. 
People are often captivated 
by the information carved 
into the memorials… “gone 
but not forgotten” is an 
epitaph often seen. Other 
messages might include 
poetry or Bible verses.

Not too far from the cem-
etery entrance, in the old 
part of the cemetery, is a 
small tombstone which has 
a hand on it. Upon closer 
observation, one can make 
out the word “amputation.” 

In years past, when peo-

ple would lose body parts 
to amputation, whether 
for health reasons or ac-
cidents, it was custom to 
give the body part a proper 
burial and, often, a grave-
stone was erected at the 
site. In some parts of the 
United States, it was the 
law for amputated limbs to 
be disposed of by burial.

Perhaps the most famous 
limb that was buried is that 
of Confederate General 
Stonewall Jackson who lost 
his arm while in battle in 
1863. Jackson’s soldiers 
gave his arm a proper 
burial and then erected a 
granite marker at the grave 
site which read, “Arm of 
Stonewall Jackson, May 3, 
1863.”

Returning to the hand 
burial in Gatesville City 
Cemetery, the amputated 
hand belonged to that of 
38-year-old Wiley Osburn 
Redford. How he lost his 
hand has faded with his-
tory, but the tombstone 
reflects amputation of his 
hand and the simple date 
of Feb. 1, 1898. It is not 
known if a “proper funeral” 
was held, but the grave was 
marked with a tombstone.

Redford married Martha 
Drew in 1884 in Coryell 
County and was the father 
of at least five children. 
Census records reflect 
that he was a “traveling 
welder.” 

After losing his hand, 
Redford and his family left 

Gatesville and eventually 
settled in Liberty Hill in 
Williamson County.

Redford died in 1946 at 
the age of 86.

There are some theories 
about why people buried 
their amputated limbs. In 
the past, it was reported 
that some Christians 
believed that at the time of 
resurrection, they would 
want their bodies to be 
whole again. In some cases, 
the person would be buried 
next to the grave that held 
their appendage. This was 
not the case with Wiley 
Redford – he was buried in 
Liberty Hill, while his hand 
remains in Gatesville.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The grave in Gatesville’s City Cemetery where Wiley Redford’s hand is buried.

The hand that was left behind
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GRMELA SALSA

RECIPE
This recipe appeared in the “Methodist Best” cookbook in 

2008. The Gatesville Messenger is running a series of reci-
pes from that cookbook. If your church has a cookbook, or 
if you would like to submit your own recipe of a favorite 
dish for possible publication, please email it to: editor@
gatesvillemessenger.com

BY ASHTON RAMMINGER

1 gal. canned tomatoes	       2 T. cilantro
12 Torridor peppers *	       2 T. Tony’s Cajun Seasoning
1 c. chopped onions	       2 tsp. garlic salt
¼ c. liquid from peppers

Drain tomatoes, reserving tomato juice. Remove stems 
from peppers. In a blender, finely chop tomatoes, onions, 
peppers, and cilantro. Add spices and liquid from pep-
pers. Check for taste and if you feel that it is too hot, add 
a little of the tomato juice. After flavors meld, it may be 
a little hotter than right after it is made. Refrigerate. This 
recipe can be adjusted to taste – remove seeds from the 
peppers or add less Tony’s to reduce the heat, add more 
or less onion, cilantro, or any of the spices to suit your 
own taste.

*Torridor peppers are also called Santa Fe peppers. 
They are usually found with the pickles, banana peppers, 
etc., rather than with the jalapenos. You may need to 
purchase two jars to get 12 peppers.

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
May 8
9:43 a.m., a threat was 

reported in the 1600 block 
of Waco Street.

1:08 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 
block of N. 14th Street.

3:25 p.m., a welfare 
concern was reported in 
the 2300 block of E. Main 
Street.

8:47 p.m., a vehicle fire 
was reported in the 9500 
block of FM 116.

May 9
3:03 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
2500 block of Mears Drive.

10:45 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 2400 block 
of Oak Drive.

2:33 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 1600 block 
of E. Main Street.

4:31 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 600 block of 
Golf Course Road. 

May 10
3:40 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
300 block of N. 17th Street.

1:25 p.m., criminal tres-

pass was reported in the 
1400 block of Westview 
Drive.

7:10 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 1200 block 
of E. Main Street.

10:15 p.m., a suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
500 block of Bridge Street.  

May 11
6:31 a.m., a theft was 

reported in the 200 block of 
N. 14th Street.

10:12 a.m., a theft was 
reported in the 300 block of 
N. 11th Street.

5:03 p.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 2500 block of E. Main 
Street.

6:50 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 2500 block of E. Main 
Street.

May 12
11:33 a.m., a threat was 

reported in the 300 block of 
N. Lutterloh Avenue.

12:17 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 2200 block 
of E. Main Street.

8:08 p.m., wanted per-
son/stolen property was 
reported in the 100 block of 

Airport Road.
10:35 p.m., an accident 

was reported in the 8800 
block of FM 1690.

May 13
2:59 p.m., a burglary was 

reported in the 500 block of 
Andrews Street.

6:14 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
800 block of S. 7th Street.

8:28 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 500 
block of Greenbriar Road.

9:50 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 4600 block of S. State 
Highway 36.

May 14
9:40 a.m., a theft was 

reported in the 100 block of 
FM 107.

12:58 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 100 block of 
N. 24th Street.

1:06 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 2700 block 
of S. State Highway 36.

2:20 p.m., criminal 
trespass was reported in 
the 2900 block of S. State 
Highway 36.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
May 8
8:48 a.m., road blocked 

was reported on Highway 
84 at Cowhouse.

9:42 a.m., burglary of a 
habitation was reported in 
the 500 block of Dove Lane.

10:14 a.m., fraud was re-
ported in the 1300 block of 
Lutheran Church Road.

11:18 a.m., a neighbor 
dispute was reported in the 
100 block of County Road 
193. 

May 9
6:43 a.m., a neighbor 

dispute was reported in the 
2700 block of Tanglewood 
Drive.

9:27 a.m., road blocked 
was reported on Barton 
Lane.

11:52 a.m., a vehicle fire 
was reported on FM 932 
and W. Highway 84.

1:05 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 2800 
block of FM 1113.

May 10
9:36 a.m., a threat was 

reported in the 100 block of 
College Street.

10:53 a.m., shots fired 
were reported in the 3500 
block of County Road 267.

1:17 p.m., missing prop-
erty was reported on the FM 
1829 Bridge.

1:46 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 2800 
block of FM 1113.

May 11
7:39 a.m., a reckless 

driver was reported on NB 
Highway 36.

8:59 a.m., missing live-
stock was reported in the 
500 block of County Road 
305.

3:59 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 2500 block 
of FM 1783.

5:28 p.m., terroristic 
threats were reported in the 
100 block of County Road 
82.

May 12
6:40 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported on 
Moccasin Bend Bridge.

9:04 a.m., water on 
roadway was reported on 
Hempel Drive.

11:06 a.m., an animal 
complaint was reported in 
the 200 block of Chandler 

Avenue.
2:20 p.m., a reckless 

driver was reported in the 
11000 block of N. Highway 
36.

May 13
1:04 p.m., a threat was 

reported in the 3400 block 
of County Road 318.

1:53 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
500 block of River Oaks.

7:12 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 700 
block of Kenney Drive.

7:18 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 2500 
block of FM 1783.

May 14
5:37 a.m., trees in the 

roadway were reported on 
Straws Mill Road.

7:01 a.m., harassment was 
reported in the 3400 block 
of County Road 318.

10:59 a.m., shots fired 
were reported in the 200 
block of Vista Road.

2:23 p.m., terroristic 
threats were reported in the 
3600 block of County Road 
318.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of May 8 – May 14.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of 
more significant activity. People are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the 
Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

The DISPATCH

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  - 
valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579 to 
schedule your free quote!

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

COURTESY PHOTO

On Wednesday, April 24, employees of the Texas New Mexico Power Company lent a hand to help local organization Keep Gatesville 
Beautiful with cleaning up areas within Gatesville. The TNMP workers visited Raby Park, Faunt Le Roy Park, and the Civic Center to trim 
trees with their equipment and services.

TNMP LENDS A HAND TO CLEAN UP GATESVILLE

COURTESY PHOTO

 The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce has announced Vision Concepts as its Business of the Month for May. Vision Concepts is recog-
nized as a leader in patient care. Dr. Bello established the practice in 1993 and turned the reins over to Dr. McCown in 2021. Throughout 
its history, board certified optometrists and opticians have offered quality and individualized attention in a professional atmosphere. 
Vision Concepts associates are pictured with members of the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce. To nominate a chamber member for the 
business of the month award, visit https://www.gatesvillechamber.com/business-of-the-month.

VISION CONCEPTS NAMED BUSINESS OF THE MONTH
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ADVERTISE 
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CALL 
254-865-5212.

BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY BAPTIST
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; 
Sunday Bible study 10 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN BAPTIST
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS 
BAPTIST
Bob Phillips, pastor; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD BAPTIST
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesville; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 
a.m., adult Bible study 6 
p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ & youth Bible study 
6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 
a.m.; Wednesdays – 
Prayer & Bible Study 7 
p.m.; Youth Group & Kid 
Knights 7 p.m.; Supper first 
Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast 
second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
Dr. Pete Keough, Pastor; 
912 E. Main St., Gatesville;
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Children 
& Youth 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
(supper provided), Adult 
Bible Study 6-7:00 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
120 College Ave.; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m., Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY BAPTIST
Michael Bragdon, 
Pastor; 2819 S. Hwy. 36, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY BAPTIST
A.C. Painter, pastor; 
1750 FM 215, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY BAPTIST
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO BAPTIST
Matt Dossey, pastor; 
11420 N. State Hwy. S; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:50 
a.m.
KING BAPTIST
Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY BAPTIST
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 
& HWY 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., 
Sunday Service 11 a.m. & 
1 p.m., Family Bible Study 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK BAPTIST
Pastor Matthew Hamilton; 
113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday eve-
nings: Choir at 5:30 p.m., 
Children & Youth Activities, 
Adult Bible Study at 6:15 
p.m.
MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com 
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GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7 
p.m. Wednesday.
OSAGE BAPTIST
Chris Thomas, pastor; 
7505 FM 185, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY 
CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE BAPTIST
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE BAPTIST
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY 
BAPTIST
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 
301, Jonesboro; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PURMELA BAPTIST
Pastor: Brenden Hough; 
875 FM 932, Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday Worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME BAPTIST
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 
p.m.
SPANISH BAPTIST
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 6 p.m.
TRINITY BAPTIST
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
BAPTIST
Jon Crosby, Pastor; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW BAPTIST
Interim Pastor: Malachi 
Houser; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL BAPTIST
Mike Barron, pastor; 
2040 CR 238, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 10 a.m.; 
Sunday  worship 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
WHITE MOUND BAPTIST
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: 
P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 
76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third 
Saturday at 8 a.m. Inside: 
3075 FM 931, outside: 
2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, 
Mound, TX 76558.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 
a.m. (English) & 12 
p.m. (Spanish Mass), 
Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. 
& Wednesday-Friday at 
7 a.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Deral McWhorter, 
minister; 104 Cedar 
Ridge, Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 
W. Brooks Dr., Evant; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 
a.m., Sunday worship 
10:20 a.m. &  12:30 p.m., 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
FORT GATES CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
4605 St. Hwy. 36 S., 
Gatesville; Sunday 

worship 10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
Justin Hall, minister; 
2417 E. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Bible class 9:30 
a.m., Sunday service 
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday 
Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
clases y servicios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays 
– Bible Study 5:30 p.m.; 
Royce 512-734-5390 or 
Steve 254-865-3559.
PEARL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE 
CHURCH OF GOD
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 
Lutheran Church Rd., 
Copperas Cove; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:15 a.m.; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m.   
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, 
Coryell City; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m.
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 
1114, The Grove; Sunday 
School 9 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED 
METHODIST
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT METHODIST
235 US-281, Evant; 
Dennis Dutton, Pastor; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
FIRST METHODIST 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 
p.m. $3; youth, Children 
& Adult Bible Studies at 6 
p.m. AA meets Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday at 
6:30 p.m.
GATESVILLE UNITED 
METHODISTS
All are welcome. Meetings 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. at J&M BBQ. 
For more information, call 
254-223-0665.
OGLESBY UNITED 
METHODIST
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday 
worship 9 a.m.
PIDCOKE METHODIST
Rev. Pete Harris; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
Sacrament services 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
CHURCH
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 W.; Sunday 
services 10:30 a.m.; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy 
Spiker, Sunday service 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m., 

Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; 
Sunday school 10 a.m., 
Sunday services 11 a.m. & 
6 p.m., Thursdays 7 p.m.; 
2518 Bridge St.; 254-392-
9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Wray Nunn, pastor; 
Sunday worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday worship 
6:30 p.m.; Gateway 
Learning Center, 2315 
Osage Rd., Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesville; 865-6222. 
Sunday worship 11 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
4460 FM 930, Levita;  
Sunday worship  10:45 
am.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, 
Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 
236; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
TABERNACLE OF 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, 
pastor; 202 E. Main, 
Gatesville;  Sundays 10 
a.m.; Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
254-206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 
a.m., Sunday worship 11 
a.m., Wednesdays Bible 
Study 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday service, 7:30 
p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor; 1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

REFORMED
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY 
CHURCH
Worship Saturdays 5 p.m., 
Bible fellowship Sundays 
10 a.m.; 4995 FM 929

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 
Youth Sunday Service 
9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-
4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles
103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North

Gatesville, Texas 76528
254-865-6131

You will seek me 
and find me when 
you seek me with 
all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGECoryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 
(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE BUSINESSES.

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint
Plumbing • Electrical

Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 
needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX
254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION
& SEPTIC TANK 
SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE
254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 
DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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Hay  cutting  and  baling,  5x5 
1/2 round bales, net wrapped. 
Larry  Riddle  254-248-2205 
00030719

 

Heavy  duty  blade  for  main-
taining  dirt  roads,  3-point 
hookup.  Call  254-681-2609. 
00030799

 

Backhoe,  Dozer,  Maintainer, 
Dump  Truck:  brush  clearing, 
roads,  driveways,  waterlines, 
pits,  demolition,  fence  row 
clearing,  culverts. Small  jobs 
ok.  Ben  Roberts,  254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 00030772

035

Wanted
 

Father  and  son  looking  for 
long term hunting lease, many 
years experience and respect-
ful  hunters.  Travis.  817-578-
1891 00030797

Companion/caregiver looking 
for part-time job. 20 yrs expe-
rience,  vaccinated,  very  reli-
able.  Great  references.  Call 
Rhonda  @  254-495-6399. 
00030800

TREE  WORKS  Tree  Ser-
vice:  tree  trimming,  removal 
&  stump  grinding.  Free  esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030771

 

 

Application  has  been  made 
with  the  Texas  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Commission  for 
a  Wine  and  Malt  Beverage 
Retail  Dealer’s  On-Premise 
Permit by Blond Bison, to be 
located at 168 South Highway 
281,  Evant,  Coryell  County, 
Texas  76525.  The  Managers 
of  said company are Leianne 
Oldman and Nancy Clary.
00030788

 

EVANT  ISD  -  REQUEST 
FOR PROPOSALS

Evant  Independent  School 
District  is  requesting propos-
als for the purchase of a new 
multi-passenger  vehicle  that 
sits 7-8 people.

Proposals  must  be  addressed 
to  ATTN:  Dr.  Jennifer  In-
gram,  Superintendent,  Evant 
ISD,  P.O.  Box  339,  Evant, 
Texas 76525, and will be  re-
ceived  at  the  above  address 
until  3:00  p.m.  on  Friday, 
May 17, 2024, at which  time 
they will be opened and read 
aloud. 

Details as to Request for Pro-
posals  criteria  are  available 
at the District Administration 
Building, 339 Memory Lane, 
Evant, Texas 76525. 

00030791

Application  has  been  made 
with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Win-
ery Permit by Curmudgeon’s 
LLC  d/b/a  Curmudgeon’s 
to  be  located  at  504  Cedar 
Mountain  Road,  Gatesville, 
Coryell County, Texas 76528 
The  Managing  Members  of 
said company are Lloyd Hay-
slip and Caleb Hayslip. 00030796

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas  Property  Code,  Ideal 
Self Storage-Gatesville, locat-
ed at 1611 E. Main St., Gates-
ville, TX 76528, is having an 
online auction.

The property  is being sold  to 
satisfy a landlord’s lien.

The sale will be held at stor-
ageauctions.com  beginning 
Monday,  June  3,  2024  at  11 
A.M. Seller reserves the right 
to  withdraw  any  property 
from  the  sale  upon  payment 
in full.

Bidding sale will end on Mon-
day, June 10, 2024 at 11 A.M. 
Units to be sold: John Flores. 

Inventory:  Household  goods, 
clothing,  tools,  and  misc. 
items. 

00030801

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice  is  hereby  given  that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Thomas Geof-
frey  Carrington,  Deceased, 
were  issued  on  4-30-24,  in 
Cause No. 24-10964, pending 
in  the  County  Court-at-Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Wendlyn M. Carrington.

All  persons  having  claims 
against  this  Estate  which  is 
currently  being  administered 
are  required  to  present  them 
to the undersigned within the 
time  and  in  the  manner  pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney at Law
907 S. Main St.
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

DATED  the  10  day  of  May, 
2024.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney  for  Wendlyn  M. 
Carrington

State Bar No.: 04091800
907  S.  Main  St.,  Copperas 
Cove, TX 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
Email:  doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com 

00030803

   

 

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas
Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054
TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

Swept from Bone Crossing down the Cowhouse 

254-248-5810

HAVE YOU SEEN ME?

THOMPSON 
ESTATE SALE

May 17-19
Fri.-Sat. • 8am-3pm

Sun. • Noon-3pm
503 N. Lovers Lane

Cash and Venmo Only.

ENTIRE HOUSEHOLD 
AND GARAGES...

Native American pottery 
and collectibles, Outdoor 

items, Avon collection, 
bottle collection, tools, 

fishing gear, Pyrex, 
Corningware, buffalo 
head and much more.

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service, small or 
large acreage. Call 254-
223-3119. 00030754

FERGUSON  ROOFING 
Locally  owned  company 
serving  all  Central  Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential.  Free  Estimates! 
254-466-5128 00030769

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00030770

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING:  barbed  wire,  custom 
pipe,  entryways,  corrals, 
barns,  fence  row  clearing, 
metal  buildings,  residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers,  dozer  work.  Free 
estimates.  Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00030773

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN: Tile, sheet-
rock, painting, decks, 
fences, flooring, windows, 
siding, roofing, texturing. 
Cecil Woodson, 254-216-
3835. 00030774

015
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DOLLAR  SALE!  Tues., 
05/21 - Sat., 05/25! The Boys 
&  Girls  Club  Resale  Shop, 
1706  E.  Main.  Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m. 00030758

099

Public Notices

099

Public Notices
099

Public Notices

Notice of Public Meeting

The Oglesby Housing Author-
ity will hold a Public Meeting 
on  June  27th,  2024,  at  1:00 
P.M.,  at  Oglesby  Housing 
Authority,  to  receive  com-
ments on the 2023-2027 Cap-
ital  Fund  5-year  Action  Plan 
Budgets.

All documents are on display 
and  available  for  viewing  at 
the office of the Housing Au-
thority,  located  at  118  Col-
lege Ave. (office), Monday 
through  Wednesday  between 
the  hours  of  10:00  A.M.  and 
11:00 A.M 

00030806

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of Charles Glen Van-
derpool, Deceased, were  issued on 4-30-24,  in Cause No. 24-10982, pending  in  the County 
Court-at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: Louise Marie Vanderpool.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney at Law
907 S. Main St.
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

DATED the 10 day of May, 2024

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Louise Marie Vanderpool
State Bar No.: 04091800
907 S. Main St Copperas Cove, TX 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
Email: doriraymistic@hotmail.com

00030804

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of William Frank An-
ders, Deceased, were issued on 4-30-24, in Cause No. 24-10996, pending in the County Court-
at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: Vicki Ann Anders.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney at Law
907 S. Main St.
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

DATED the 8th day of May, 2024.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Vicki Ann Anders
State Bar No.: 04091800
907 S. Main St., Copperas Cove, TX 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
Email: doriraymistic@hotmail.com 

00030805
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070

Land & Lots
070

Land & Lots
070

Land & Lots

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
	 All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes
it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or national origin,
or an intention, to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.” Familial status
includes children under the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of children under 18.
	 This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

Need to
Place a

Classified
Ad?

Call 865-5212
116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX
(on the square)
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FOR ALL LISTINGS
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.BURKSREALESTATE.COM

Calvin Burks - Broker
(254) 865-3601

Lindy Burks
(254) 206-0643

Johnny Burks
(254) 223-0833

Evant, TX
Office: 254-471-5738

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at
www.CoryellHealth.org

humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation 
• Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

   • Matching 457B    
      investments 
   • Tuition Reimbursement 

• Health, Dental, Life and
   supplemental Insurances

EOE.

SOME POSITIONS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN ON BONUS. ASK FOR DETAILS.
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BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

As more motorcyclists 
hit the roads to enjoy the 
warmer weather, taking an 
extra moment to double 
check for them can save 
a life.

Motorcycles are not 
only smaller and harder 
to spot, but they also do 
not contain most of the 
safety features found in 
other vehicles. Nearly 600 
people riding motorcycles 
were killed in crashes in 
Texas last year, and more 
than 2,400 riders were 
seriously injured, accord-
ing to a press release by 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT). 

One of those motorcy-
clists was Al Peterson, a 
husband and father of 
three children, who nearly 
died last May when an-
other driver turned left in 
front of him while riding 
his motorcycle in Austin. 

“By the time they pulled 
out in front of me, I didn’t 
have any time to react in 
any way – tap my break, 
accelerate, swerve, noth-
ing,” Peterson said. “So, 
I ran into the side of the 
vehicle when they pulled 
out in front of me.” 

Peterson was thrown 
over the vehicle and 
landed around 20 yards 
from his motorcycle. 

“The vehicle then parked 
on top of my leg and was 
parked there until first 
responders were able to 
come and pick the vehicle 
up off my leg and get me 
loaded onto the ambu-
lance,” Peterson said. 

The crash left him with 
damaged organs, broken 
bones, eating, drinking, 
and breathing through 
a tube, and other severe 

internal in-
juries. He re-
mained in the 
hospital for 
nine weeks 
and in a medi-
cally induced 
coma for two 
weeks. 

“It’s a mir-
acle that I am 
still alive, and 
I am still one 
of thousands 
of Texas 
motorcyclists 
who are seri-
ously injured 
or killed on 
the roads 
each year,” 
Peterson said. 
“Drivers need 
to slow down 
and use extra 
caution when 
making left 
turns and 
look twice for 
motorcycles.” 

The number of motor-
cyclists killed in 2023 
increased by 7% from the 
year before, and intersec-
tion fatal crashes in-
creased by 21%, according 
to TxDOT. 

“It can be hard to judge 
the distance, size, and 
speed of a motorcycle, 
which is why we need to 
pay extra attention when 
sharing the road,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams. “We want 
everyone to get home safe, 
and that means drivers 
should be on the lookout 
for motorcycles and give 
them adequate space, es-
pecially when turning.”

Drivers can help stop 
the rising trend in fa-
talities by always looking 
twice for motorcycles. 
Safety tips from TxDOT to 

prevent crashes and pro-
tect motorcyclists include: 

• CHECK YOURSELF. 
Always remind yourself 
to keep an eye out for any 
motorcycles nearby. This 
will help your eyes and 
brain notice motorcycles 
on the road.

• LOOK TWICE. Use turn 
signals and check blind 
spots before changing 
lanes. 

• TURNING LEFT? Avoid 
turning in front of an 
oncoming motorcycle. It 
can be hard to judge their 
speed and distance, so let 
them pass first and always 
use your turn signal to 
alert them.

• PAY SPECIAL ATTEN-
TION AT INTERSECTIONS. 
More than a third of all 

motorcycle fatalities hap-
pen at roadway intersec-
tions.

• MAKE SOME SPACE. 
Keep a safe following 
distance. Motorcyclists 
can reduce their speed 
by downshifting, which 
doesn’t activate the brake 
light. Treat motorcycles 
like cars by giving them a 
full lane when driving or 
passing.

• SLOW DOWN. Obey 
posted speed limits and 
drive according to condi-
tions.

• STAY ALERT. Give driv-
ing your full attention. 
Even a momentary dis-
traction can have deadly 
consequences.

Look twice for motorcycles during 
Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month

PHOTO COURTESY OF TXDOT

Al Peterson with his motorcycle. 
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Employee of the Month - April

We accept all insurances, Medicare traditional, Medicare replacement  plans, 
Medicaid, and Medicaid pending.

www.hillsideml.com

JENNIFER BOYD
OTR

Our Director of Rehab, Jennifer Boyd, 
has been with the facility for 16 

years, putting her expertise into full 
effect. Hillside employees are 

honored to have her on their team 
and say that her patience, compassion 
and understanding make her the ideal 

candidate for this month’s award. 
Congratulations Jennifer! 
Thank you for all you do!

PHOTOS BY DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A car show held May 11 at Bare Bones BBQ, benefitting the Disabled American Veterans (DAV), had over 91 entries, including motorcycles. 

CAR SHOW BENEFITTING AMERICAN DISABLED VETERANS
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BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Contributing Writer

Flooding rains came 
Thursday and washed a 
game away. Then a flood 
of runs came Saturday and 
washed the Caldwell Hor-
nets away.

After dropping a delayed 
game one 3-2, Gatesville 
beat Caldwell 13-3 and 
then 11-0 on May 11 to cap-
ture their second straight 
area championship and roll 
into the regional quarter-
finals where a familiar foe 
stands in the way of Gates-
ville baseball history.

“At the beginning of the 
season, we talked about ex-
pectations for this season 
and we knew that what we 
had been building with the 
guys we have wasn’t just a 
one year flash in a pan type 
thing. I think you could ask 
every one of those guys if 
they expected to win the 
first round even when we 
weren’t picked to win, and 
they would say yes,” said 
head coach Chase Smith. 

The three-game series 
with Caldwell was origi-
nally scheduled to feature 
a double-header at Live 
Oak’s Falcon Park on May 
9 with a third game to be 
played in Caldwell if neces-
sary on May 10. But severe 
storms in Waco delayed 
the series opener, and then 
a bizarre weather-related 
field issue ultimately sus-
pended it. 

After starter Gehrig 
Keeton retired Coy Becka 
to end the top half of the 
third inning, lightning in 
the area caused a 2 hour 

and 41-minute rain delay. 
Fans and players were 
forced to leave the stadium 
as torrential rains fell for 
most of the delay.

When play resumed, 
Caldwell starter Shane Cle-
ments began to throw his 
warmup pitches but strug-
gled to get solid footing on 
the wet turf. Clements, a 
tall right-hander with a big 
stride, found his front foot 
slipping on each pitch.

Gatesville head coach 
Chase Smith, Caldwell 
skipper Kyle Toney, the 
umpiring crew, and Live 
Oak game administra-
tors spent approximately 
twenty minutes debat-
ing whether the field was 
playable. The lengthy 
mound conference saw 
Keeton come out and test 
the mound, Live Oak staff 
wiping the mound with a 
dry towel, then Clements 
throwing several more 
warmup pitches with little 
improvement. The game 
was then suspended due 
to the unsafe nature of the 
field. 

On the surface, a sus-
pense of the game would 
have seemed to benefit 
Caldwell as Clements had 
only thrown 23 pitches and 
would be fresh for a third 
game. Whether the mound 
issue was genuinely un-
safe or allowed for a bit of 
gamesmanship was irrel-
evant to Smith. 

“I think it was a little of 
both. I told our guys after 
the umpires made the deci-
sion it was unsafe to play 
that we weren’t going to 

make excuses or get frus-
trated with things we can’t 
control. We would show 
up ready to play wherev-
er whenever, and I think 
those guys have adopted 
that attitude and don’t let 
all that affect them,” he 
said. 

The decision was made 
to finish game one in 
Caldwell on May 10, then 
play a double-header in 
Salado on May 11. Gates-
ville opened the continua-
tion of game one with John 
Ibarra on the mound while 
Caldwell countered with 
their No. 2 starter Colby 
Maresh. 

Caldwell scored a run 
in the top of the fourth 
to take a 3-0 lead before 
Gatesville scored twice in 
the bottom of the fifth to 
cut the deficit to 3-2.

Justin Johnson opened 
the inning with a single 
then scored on a Lawson 
Mooney single to make it 
3-1. Miles Tull scored on a 
balk by Maresh to make the 
score 3-2. Gatesville got the 
tying run on in the seventh 
when Tull walked, but he 
was stranded, and the Hor-
nets dropped the opener. 

Despite the loss, Smith 
had no concerns about his 
team’s ability to climb out 
of the 0-1 series hole. 

“I told them after we 
made the last out how 
good I felt about the next 
two games and I think 
they all expected to win 
Saturday, and those guys 
showed up more focused 
than ever,” he said.

For starters, he knew 

his team had not played 
their brand of baseball as 
they walked eight batters 
and committed an error in 
game one. They committed 
three errors in the game 
two win.

“It is very rare for us to 
walk eight guys and make 
three errors in a game. 
That was just a rare oc-
currence, and, luckily, we 
were able to still come out 
on top. Those guys know 
that’s not what has made 
us successful, and that 
those mistakes had to be 
cleaned up.,” Smith said. 
“We know to be success-
ful we can’t give out free 
passes and make errors 
like that. It’s nice to have 
our offense be able to 
make up for the miscues in 
game two.”

With Clements set to 
start game three, the Hor-
nets pounced on Caldwell 
in what amounted to a 
bullpen game scoring eight 
times in the first inning 
despite just three hits in 
the frame. They drew two 
walks and picked up a pair 
of runs on a Caldwell error.

“We had the opportu-
nity to see three of their 
best arms in the first game 
and we still had three of 
our best four arms ready 
for games two and three. 
I thought we were deeper 
when it comes to pitching 
and would have the advan-
tage on the mound for both 
games two and three.

Bralen Veazey started 
game two for Gatesville 
and allowed just one 
earned run in five in-

nings of work. He struck 
out seven and gave up just 
two hits. The win moves 
Veazey to 8-1 on the year 
and gave him the 20th win 
of his career. He is one win 
shy of tying the program 
record of 21 set by Darwin 
Lucero from 2003-06. 

Clayton Gregory paced 
the Gatesville offense in 
the game two win going 
2-for-2 with a walk, a run 
scored, and an RBI. In the 
series, Gregory was 3-6 
with four walks and was hit 
by a pitch. He reached base 
in eight of his 11 plate ap-
pearances.

“Gregory has been con-
sistent and has come up 
with some big hits for us. I 
think he likes the big mo-
ments, which has made 
him so good in that closer 
role and five-hole for us, 
especially late in games in 
pressure situations.” said 
Smith.

Gatesville also got tre-
mendous production from 
their leadoff man Tull and 
the nine-hole hitter John-
son. 

Tull hit .429 in the series 
and scored six runs. He’s 
hitting a torrid .455 in the 
playoffs. He turned in a 
2-for-3 performance with 
two walks and two runs 
scored in the series finale.

“He has made a couple 
slight adjustments at 
the plate that have really 
helped him out. He has 
such a good eye at the 
plate, too, and doesn’t 
swing at balls. I think that 

Gatesville throttles Caldwell to 
advance to regional quarterfinals

Staff Reports

Seven Gatesville High 
School student-athletes re-
ceived a spot on the district 
23-4A all-league academic 
team for their efforts on 

the softball team.
The honorees include 

Grace Carothers, Kinlee 
Gardner, Madison Hester, 
Meghan Mehaffey, Emilie 
Moore, Emma Raby, and 
Amelia Langenstrass.

This academic award rec-
ognizes student-athletes 
for their hard work in the 
classroom and on the field.

For further details, con-
tact Gatesville High School 
at 254-865-8281.

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville High School recently had the honor of having three student-athletes from the class of 2024 
sign Letters of Intent. Lawson Mooney (top, left) committed to Dallas Baptist University to run track, 
Laura Trejo (top, right) will play volleyball at Arlington Baptist University, and Bralen Veazy (bottom, 
left) committed to join the baseball program at Temple College. The Letters of Intent will further the stu-
dents’ athletic careers at the collegiate level. 

Bradey James

Clayton Gregory

Justin Johnson

Miles TullPLEASE SEE ADVANCE | B2

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS COMMIT TO PLAY AT COLLEGIATE LEVEL

Gatesville High School softball 
receives all-district awards
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and his approach have been 
what has really gotten him 
going,” said Smith “He is 
a spark plug for us and 
when he can get on and give 
Lawson and our middle-of-
the-lineup guys a chance to 
drive him, it’s really good 
for us offensively.”

Johnson is hitting .308 
and reaching base at a .438 
clip in five playoff games 
this season. He was 3-for-5 
and scored three times in 
the Hornets 11-0 game three 
rout. 

“JJ just gets down the line 
so fast and hustles every-
thing out. He also hit some 
balls hard and when he is 
turning over the lineup like 
he was Saturday, our of-
fense usually gets rolling 
and it did in games two and 
three for us,” Smith said. 

In the game three clinch-
er, the Hornets banged out 
ten hits and drew 13 walks 
against a depleted Caldwell 
staff. Clements lasted three 
innings and walked four 
while allowing two hits and 
one run. 

Gatesville led 2-0 head-
ing into the top of the sixth 
inning but busted the game 
open when Veazey laced 
a bases-loaded double to 
right-center field and emp-
tied the bases to make it a 
5-0 game.  They added six 
more runs in the top of the 
seventh inning highlighted 
by a triple from Keeton. 

While Gatesville scored 
11 runs in the win, they 
only needed one thanks to 
the sparkling performance 
of Bradey James on the 
mound. The sophomore 
slugger won his fourth game 
of the year thanks to a com-
plete game two-hit shutout. 
He needed only 80 pitches 
and faced 25 hitters in the 
game – one over the mini-
mum.

“He was so great on the 
mound. He was able to lo-
cate his fastball and get his 
curveball over and keep 
them really off balance at 
the plate. He has been get-
ting in his bullpens all year 
and, even though he hasn’t 
had to pitch a ton for us this 
year, he was ready to go and 
did an awesome job,” said 
Smith. “I think one thing 
we learned from last year’s 
playoff run is that it takes 
more than two pitchers to 
win - especially in a series - 
and our backend guys have 
worked hard and have been 
ready to go on the mound.” 

It was James’ second 
dominant start of the year 
against Caldwell. He threw 
a two-hit complete game in 
a 7-1 win over the Hornets 
on March 18. He has allowed 
four hits and one run in 
14 innings pitched against 
Caldwell this year. 

Gatesville will face district 
foe Salado in the regional 
quarterfinals. The Hornets 
beat the Eagles 2-1 on March 
16, then fell at home in the 
rematch 3-1. Salado fea-
tures outstanding ace Logan 
Flores who struck out 12 
Hornets in the win on March 
19. 

The series will be played 
at Lake Belton and will be 
a bit of a homecoming for 
Flores who played for Lake 
Belton for two years before 
transferring to Salado prior 
to his junior season. It will 
also be a farewell as realign-
ment has moved Salado to 
District 24-4A for the next 
two years. 

A win would put Gates-
ville in the regional semi-
finals for the first time in 
program history. Despite 
the familiarity and existing 
rivalry and the potential for 
program history, Smith has 
seen nothing different from 
his team in the run up to the 
series. 

“To be honest, it feels like 
business as usual. These 
guys have been differ-
ent ever since the playoffs 
started. They are locked-in 
at practice and their prepa-
ration has been really good,” 
Smith said. “We have played 
a lot of games this season 
and been put in a lot of dif-
ferent situations, and I think 
we are prepared for what-
ever the game throws our 
way.”

Game one was scheduled 
for May 16 at 6 p.m. with 
game two set for 5 p.m. on 
May 17. A third game would 
be played immediately after 
game two if necessary.

ADVANCE
FROM PAGE B1

Staff Reports

The tackle football league 
of Gatesville Youth Sports 
will begin its season at the 
end of August and will be-
gin practicing in the middle 
of July.

The age groups for youth 
tackle football will include 
8-and-under, 10-and-under, 
and 12-and-under. Flag 
football will be for ages six-
and-under only.

Along with having five 

teams last year, Moody, Jar-
rell, Troy, and Hewitt have 
been added to the schedule 
as well.

Sign-up forms for the pro-
gram have been passed out 
to each campus and will be 

available for students.
The drop off location for 

the forms is 3502 Churchill 
Drive in Gatesville.

For additional informa-
tion, contact 254-338-4534.

Staff Reports

Gatesville’s summer track 
program is set to start back 
up again this year on Tues-
day, May 28.

The program is a regis-
tered affiliate under TAAF 
(Texas Amateur Athletic 
Federation) Region 5 and 
is led by coaches Don Ford, 
Kent Ford, Elliot Kelley, 
Phillip Martin, and Chance 
Taylor.

AGE DIVISIONS INCLUDE
Six years old and under: 

50-meters and 100-meters.
Eight years old and un-

der: Long jump, high jump, 
50-meters, 400-meter relay 
race, 800-meters, 100-me-
ter dash, 400-meters, and 
200-meters.

Ten years old and under: 
Long jump, high jump, shot 
put, 400-meter relay race, 
800-meters, 100-meter 
dash, 400-meters, 200-me-
ters, 1600-meter run, and 
the 1600-meter relay race.

Twelve years old and 
under: Same events as 10 
and under, except for the 
addition of the 80-meter 
hurdles.

Fourteen years old and 
under: All events, except for 
the addition of discus, pole 
vault, and triple jump.

Sixteen years old and un-
der: All high school events, 
with the addition of hurdle 
heights and throwing 
weights.

Eighteen years old and 
under: All high school 
events, with the addition of 
hurdle heights and throw-
ing weights.

Practices will be held ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday 
of each week, from Tues-
day, May 28, to Saturday, 
July 13.

THE MEET SCHEDULE IN-
CLUDES

June 8, Riesel High School
June 15, McGregor Bull-

dog Stadium
June 22, Gatesville McKa-

mie Stadium
June 29, Hart-Patterson 

Track
July 12-13, TAAF Region 

5 Regional Meet in Waco
July 25-28, TAAF Games 

of Texas State Meet in 
Brownsville

To register for the sum-
mer track program or for 
further questions, contact 
Don Ford at 254-223-9255. 
The cost for registration 
will be $60 per athlete, and 
late registration will be $70. 
There will be no registra-
tions after June 18.

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

The Lady Eagles softball 
team came back for another 
win this past week against 
Blum High School where 
they won 13-12 on Friday, 
May 10.

The ladies played a rigor-
ous game with a total of 13 
runs and 12 hits. Pitchers 
Adalyna Andrade and Ally 
Thorman totaled 7.0 IP, 13 
H, 12 R, 7 ER, 7 BB, 5 SO.

Batting stats for the team 
includes Adalyna Andrade, 

4 AB, 2 R, 2 H; Emily Turner, 
4 AB, 3 R, 4 H; Kyleigh 
Walker, 3 AB, 2 R, 1 H; Julie 
Henderson, 4 AB, 2 R, 1H; 
Ally Thorman, 5 AB, 1 R, 2 
H; Leighla Hernandez, 2 AB; 
Campbell Gustin, 1 AB, 1 R; 
Kylee Gould, 5 AB, 1 R, 1 H; 

Lynlee Deats, 4 AB, 1 R, 1 H.
The team has now 

claimed the title of semi-
finals champions and will 
face off against Dodd City 
at regionals in Waxahachie 
on Friday, May 17.

Staff Reports

After first being post-
poned due to bad weather, 
the Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce was able to 
host its Spring Swing Golf 
Classic tournament this 
past Saturday on May 11.

The tournament was 
hosted at the Gatesville 
Country Club and was 
attended by many folks 
within the community.

With over 20 sponsors, 
each hole on the course 
was sponsored by a lo-
cal organization in town 
to benefit the event. The 
donations raised from 
the tournament will go to-
wards a scholarship fund 
for the seniors of the Ju-
nior Chamber Commerce.

A lunch was provided af-
ter the tournament, which 
was catered by Bare Bones 
Barbeque.

The Gatesville Country 
Club is located at 1308 
Golf Course Road.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Lady Eagles are now regional semi-finals champions after defeating Blum this past week.

Lady Eagles headed to regional finals

Chamber 
hosted 
Spring 
Swing on 
May 11

GYS tackle football to begin in July

Summer Track to 
begin May 28
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Texan Baseball ends 2024 season at home with  
Senior Day win over Utah Valley in series finale

Tosti wins gold in triple jump, 21 Texans medal at 
2024 WAC Outdoor Track and Field Championships

Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE  – Tarleton 
State Baseball split the sec-
ond day of the series with the 
Wolverines, closing out the 
Texans’ home campaign in 
the win column the weekend 
of May10-12. 

Tarleton State (26-26, 16-11 
WAC) finished the final home 
series against Utah Valley 
(27-26, 17-10 WAC) 1-1 on 
the Saturday evening. Game 
2 saw a 11-7 final in favor of 
the visitors, but the Texans 
took the final game of the 
series and last home game of 
the season with a 9-4 final.  

A weekend of bad weather 
welcomed 17-plus hours of 
baseball for the three-game 
series as weather delays came 
pouring in. The double head-
er lasted 10-and-a-half hours 
from start to finish. 

GAME 2
Matt Haley (L, 2-8) got the 

start for the Purple and White 
with 3.0 innings pitched, 
giving up eight runs on five 
hits, four walks and two 
strikeouts. 

Jackson Thomas started on 
the mound for Utah Valley 
with 2.1 innings pitched, giv-
ing up five runs on four hits, 
three walks and one strike-
out. Robby Butenschoen (W, 
5-0) saw 4.1 innings on the 
bump, giving up two runs on 
three hits, one walk and one 
strikeout. Eli Sundquist (S,1) 
earned his first save after a 
2.1 inning outing, giving up 
no runs on one hit, no walks 
and five strikeouts. 

Tarleton State closed out 
the first game of the day with 
a total of seven runs on eight 
hits with a home run from 
Cole Miears for his seventh 
of the season. Sergio Guerra 
added a triple for the Texans 
while Hunter Smith, Kooper 
Shook and Slade McCloud 
each tallied doubles for the 
home team. 

The Wolverines compiled 
11 runs on 13 hits with 

one home run and a pair of 
doubles. 

Utah Valley took the reins 
in the opening inning with six 
runs in to do damage early. 
The leadoff singled on a bunt 
and stole a bag. The two-hole 
singled as well and a hit-by-
pitch loaded the diamond 
with no outs on the board. A 
pair of RBI singles brought in 
the first couple of runs and 
a flyout made room at home 
for the third run to come 
across. A second out followed 
and a three-run homer wel-
comed a trio of Wolverines 
across to give the visitors a 
6-0 lead in the top of the first 
inning.

The Texans found some of-
fensive rhythm in the bottom 
of the second with a couple of 
runs coming across to begin 
the rally. Cris Enriquez sin-
gled as the inning’s leadoff. 
Smith reached on a fielder’s 
choice as Enriquez was re-
tired at second. Shook walked 
to join the base path and a 
two RBI double from McCloud 
earned the first pair of runs 
for the Purple and White.

Tarleton State kept the 
heat coming in the bottom of 
the third with a trio of runs 
tallied to make it a one-run 
ballgame. Mason Hammonds 
walked as the leadoff and 
Trace Morrison took a free 90 
as well. Miears left the yard 
to bring three across and put 
some skin in the game for the 
home team, making the score 
6-5 in favor of the visitors. 

UVU got back to work at the 
plate in the fourth with two 
runs scored. A pair of walks 
opened the inning for the 
guys in green. An RBI double 
tallied the seventh run and 
another walk followed. The 
inning’s five-hole reached 
on a fielder’s choice and an 
error from the Texans saw 
another run pinned for the 
Wolverines, unearned.

In the bottom of the sixth 
Shook walked and stole sec-
ond to kick off the inning. 
With one out tallied and 
Shook on third, a flyout from 
Ike Shirey brought in the sixth 
run for Tarleton State. 

The visitors’ half of the 
seventh welcomed in another 

run. With one out recorded, 
a double was followed by an 
RBI single to continue the 
Wolverines’ reign. Tarleton 
State got to work in the bot-
tom of the seventh with a lone 
run tallied to stay on pace 
with the visitors. Hammonds 
was hit by a pitch to lead off 
the inning. With a couple 
of outs secured, Enriquez 
singled to send Hammonds 
home to decrease UVU’s lead 
to two runs at 9-7.

Utah Valley’s offense con-
tinued to work with another 
couple of runs coming across 
in the eighth. A leadoff single 
paired with a hit-by-pitch and 
a second single loaded up the 
base paths for the visitors. 
A pair of strikeouts held the 
damage to a minimum but 
a two RBI single ultimately 
sealed the deal on the first 
game of the day with an 11-7 
final.

GAME 3
Jake Burcham opened 

up the series finale for the 
Texans with 3.0 innings 
pitched, giving up two runs 

on five hits, one walk and 
no strikeouts. Zach Poe (W, 
3-1) saw 2.0 innings on the 
mound, giving up no runs 
on no hits, one walk and two 
strikeouts. 

Chase Hennessey made his 
second appearance of the 
season, starting off the game 
for the Wolverines with 1.1 
inning pitched, giving up one 
run on three hits, one walk 
and two strikeouts. Nick Sims 
(L, 0-1) took his first loss of 
the season, giving up four 
runs on two hits, two walks 
and no strikeouts. 

Tarleton State finished out 
the final game with nine runs 
on 10 hits with a double from 
Mason Crews and a stolen 
base from Shook.

UVU totaled four runs on 
10 hits with one triple and 
three doubles.

In the bottom of the second 
inning, the home team found 
the board first with a solo run 
coming across. With one out 
recorded, Jordan Andrade 
walked, and McCloud singled 
on a bunt to put a pair on for 
the good guys. A groundout 

from Shirey made room for 
Andrade at the plate to see 
the Texans take the lead

In the top of the third, 
the Wolverines got to work 
adding a couple of runs to 
the board. A leadoff single 
was followed by an out. A 
walk and a ground-out put a 
couple of runners in scor-
ing position. A two RBI single 
saw Utah Valley take the lead. 
In the visitors’ half of the 
fifth, the leadoff singled on a 
bunt and a double followed. 
With no outs recorded an RBI 
single tallied the third run 
for UVU. One out followed 
but an error on the Texans’ 
behalf welcomed another run 
across, unearned. 

With a 4-1 score in favor of 
Utah Valley, the storms rolled 
in and brought a couple of 
delays with it. After roughly 
two-and-a-half hours of a rain 
delay, the Purple and White 
came back fired up and ready 
to get down to business. 

A seven-run inning in the 
sixth kicked down the door 
for Tarleton State. A pair of 
singles from Hammonds and 
Morrison started off the in-
ning and Miears was hit by 
a pitch to load the bases. 
With a lone out recorded, a 
free 90 welcomed the sec-
ond run across for the home 
team. A two RBI single from 
Shook tied things up at 2-2. 
McCloud was hit by a pitch 
to reload the bases and an-
other walk handed the lead 
to the Texans. Crews doubled 
to bring in three more runs, 
bringing the lead to 8-4 in fa-
vor of the Purple and White. 

In the bottom of the sev-
enth, two back-to-back outs 
started off the inning. Shook 
got things moving as a hit-
by-pitch put a runner on for 
Tarleton State. Shook stole 
second and McCloud singled 
to bring Shook home to make 
the total 9-4.

The remainder of the game 
went scoreless as the Texans 
fought off the sweep and 
closed out Senior Day with a 
victory. 

Tarleton State University

FINAL RESULTS
OREM, Utah – After three 

days in which high winds, 
rain, lightning and sun almost 
all appeared on each day, 
Tarleton State Track and Field 
closed out the event with 
Gabriele Tosti becoming the 
WAC Champion in the triple 
jump and 21 total medals 
claimed by the Texans at the 
2024 WAC Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships at 
the Hal Wing Track and Field 
May 9-11.

Both the men’s and the 
women’s squads posted 
higher team finishes than a 
year ago in Nacogdoches. The 
men improved to sixth with 
76 points after a seventh-
place performance in 2023. 
The women’s team recorded 
61 points earning sixth place 
as well, improving from 11th 
last season.

MEN
Tosti won the gold medal 

in the triple jump, the lone 
gold performance of the three 
days. Tosti’s best jump of 51 
feet, 7 inches, was nearly two 
feet farther than the second 
place competitor. Jaden Hall 
also qualified for the finals 
in the event, placing seventh 
with a best jump of 47 feet, 
10 inches.

Hugo Menin broke his 
program record in the 400 

hurdles, becoming the first 
to post a sub-50 time. His 
49.99-second run earned the 
silver medal, separated from 
the champion, GCU’s Daviciea 
McCartney by thousandths of 
a second.

Justin Raines earned a 
pair of silver medals in the 
100 and 200. Raines opened 
the day in the 100, posting a 
10.43 after running a 10.20 in 
the preliminaries, his person-
al best and the third fastest in 
program history. The reigning 
200-meter champ was edged 
in the final meters to earn the 
silver in 20.85 seconds. Reid 
Vincent earned fourth in the 
100 in 10.54 to post a pair of 
Texans in the top four of the 
podium.

Caterrin Cox and Konnor 
Hoerman teamed up to give 
the Texans another second-
fourth finish. Cox earned his 
first WAC medal finish in the 
110-meter hurdles crossing 
in 13.82 seconds. Hoeman 
was not far behind claiming 
fourth in 14.13.

Kevin Baez earned a sixth 
place finish in the 1500. The 
distance runner ran a 3:49.04 
in the morning then attempt-
ed to run the 5k just an hour 
after. Baez will graduate after 
spending the past six seasons 
donning a Texan uniform.

In the field, Davi Torres 
completed his record-break-
ing weekend with a medal-
ist finish in the high jump. 
Torres’ best jump of 6-7.5 

earned him the bronze medal 
in the open high jump. He 
finished in ninth after the 
first two days in the decath-
lon. Among the decathletes, 
he posted the best high jump 
and recorded nearly the 
same jump in the open finals. 
Ethan Bratton earned a fifth 
place finish in the discus. 
The senior placed fifth for 
the second straight year, this 
year with a best throw of 161-
10.5. Jaxson Bray recorded 
an eighth place finish in the 
pole vault with a best height 
of 15-8.25.

The men’s 4x100-meter re-
lay of Vincent, Raines, Everett 
Sadler, David Mvundura set 
a new program record in 
39.43. The quartet earned the 
bronze medal in the opening 
track event of the final day.

WOMEN
The women’s squad was 

able to collect multiple med-
alist finishes as well. The 
women’s team earned a pair 
of both silver and bronze 
medals on the final day as 
well as a third bronze on day 
two.

Bryah Davis earned the 
women’s lone individual sil-
ver medal in the 100 meters. 
She held the second best 
time in the preliminaries and 
crossed second in the finals 
on the third day in 11.59. 
Freshman dual-sport athlete 
Victoria Cameron earned a 
fourth-place finish in her first 

WAC Championships after 
entering the finals in sixth. 
She posted an 11.72 time in 
the finals.

Texans occupied four of 
the eight podium spots in the 
high jump, with Rylee Hennig 
earning a bronze medal. Her 
best jump of 5 feet, 8 inches 
was only reached by four 
of the competitors. Kassidy 
Kirkpatrick placed fifth, 
Jourdaine Cerenil notched 
sixth and Jordan Rae was slot-
ted eighth with a best jump of 
5 feet, 5 inches.

On Friday, Morgan 
Lamberson earned the 
Texans’ first medal of the 
2024 championships, with 
a bronze in the 3000-meter 
steeplechase. Lamberson 

crossed in 10:56.07, exhaust-
ing all her energy.

Taylor McFarland earned 
a pair of podium finishes in 
the 200 and 400. In the 400, 
McFarland finished fourth 
in 54.42 seconds. She was 
followed closely by Aaliyah 
Rifort-Delem who finished in 
fifth in 54.98. She concluded 
her day with a fifth place fin-
ish in the 200, crossing in 
24.06.

Rese Schoonover earned 
her first podium finish, slot-
ting in eighth in the 400-me-
ter hurdles. She crossed in 
1:04.29.

Tarleton earned a pair of 
medals in the relays. The 
Texans opened the day with 
a silver medal in the 4x100 

relay in 44.70. The squad 
consisting of Davis, Anayah 
Copeland, Amandine Estival 
and Cameron earned the 
women’s first silver of the 
WAC Championships. The 
ladies closed the day with a 
bronze finish in the 4x400 as 
well. Both relays set new pro-
gram records with the 4x400 
crossing in 3:41.35 consist-
ing of Rifort-Delem, Estival, 
Alessa King and McFarland.

The pair of sixth-place fin-
ishes closed the Texans’ 2024 
campaign. The Texans’ are 
expected to complete their 
Division I reclassification 
July 1, 2024, making future 
Texans eligible for the NCAA 
Championships next season.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Kooper Shook jumps  over the catcher. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Both the men’s and the women’s squads posted higher team finishes than a year ago in Nacogdoches.  



B4    The Gatesville Messenger� SATURDAY, May 18, 2024

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

EDUCATION
Gatesville   H   Evant   H   Jonesboro   H   Oglesby

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent 
School District has an-
nounced that it will host its 
end of the year award cer-
emony on Thursday, May 23 

for elementary and junior 
high students.

Kindergarten will com-
mence at 8:15 a.m., first 
through fifth grades will 
begin at 9 a.m., and sixth 

through eighth grades will 
start at 10:15 a.m.

After the ceremony 
concludes, be sure to sign 
out your student with their 
designated teacher.

For further details, 
contact Jonesboro ISD at 
254-463-2111.

Jonesboro ISD is located 
at 14909 East State Hwy. 36 
in Jonesboro.

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Junior 
High cheerleading team 
recently hosted a bake 
sale on Saturday, May 11.

The sale was held at 
the Salty Senorita and 
featured many different 
treats such as banana 
bread, cakes, cookies, 

pies, and more. All of 
the proceeds that were 
donated during the sale 
were to benefit the junior 
high cheer program.

To donate to the Gates-
ville Junior High Cheer 
program, email acolson@
gatesvilleisd.org.

Staff Reports

The cheerleading team of 
Jonesboro High School will 
hold a bake sale on Satur-
day, May 18 to raise funds 

for uniform and camp 
costs.

The sale will be held at 
the Salty Senorita and will 
begin at 8 a.m. There will 
be a variety of sweet treats 

featured including cakes, 
cupcakes, cookies, and 
more.

For further details, email 
Hannah Apodaca, cheer di-
rector, at hannah.apodaca@

jonesboroisd.net.
The Salty Senorita is 

located at 2401 TX-36, suite 
100 in Gatesville.

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STAFF MEMBERS 
RECEIVE AWARDS

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville High School recently held their end of the year awards this past week, with four staff members awarded. Award recipients were 
Student Choice Teacher of the Year, Star Hamilton, Student Choice Employee of the Year, Angel Heath, Staff Choice Employee of the Year, Gail 
Shelton, and Staff Choice Teacher of the Year, Sarah Blanchard. They were each awarded a T-shirt, a certificate, and a bouquet of flowers.

Angel Heath (right) - Student Choice Employee of the Year pictured 
with her son, Colt.

Star Hamilton (right) - Student Choice Teacher of the Year and GHS 
principal Liz Shoaf.

Gail Shelton – Staff Choice Employee of the Year Sarah Blanchard  – Staff Choice Teacher of the Year

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville Junior High cheerleaders are shown holding a bake 
sale sign while performing a stunt. The cheerleaders pictured 
on the bottom from left to right are Tenley Winkler, Colbi Alli-
son, and Allie Powell. Pictured at the top is Aidan Doss.

GJH cheer held bake sale

Staff Reports

Gatesville High School 
athletics program’s Year-
End Shout-Out has been 
rescheduled for Tuesday, 
May 21.

The event will be held at 
the Sidney L. Pruitt gym-
nasium and is for high 
school student athletes, 
varsity, sub-varsity, and 
freshman students.

There will be a social 
with coaches, athletes, 
parents, and fans from 6 
p.m.-6:30 p.m. in the gym 
foyer with light snacks 
served.

The recognition pro-
gram will commence at 
6:35 p.m. in the gym and 
will continue through 
8 p.m. It will honor all 
Hornet athletic teams and 
student-athletes of the 
2023 to 2024 school year.

GHS WILL RECOGNIZE:
- The accomplishments 

of all the fall, winter, 
and spring sport teams, 
athletes, and coaches, in-
cluding the 19 teams that 
advanced to the playoffs/
postseason.

- The 58 athletes that 
advanced to regional com-
petition.

- The seven athletes that 
advanced to state compe-
tition.

- All student trainers, 
managers, game film 
staff, and statisticians 
from each sport.

- The four athletes that 
have signed Letters of 
Intent to play at the col-
legiate level.

- The seven athletes and 
two head coaches that 
have been selected to par-
ticipate in the upcoming 
Heart of Texas FCA Vic-
tory Bowl All-Star Games 
in baseball, basketball, 
football, softball, and vol-
leyball.

- Athletes that have 
received district academic 
honors in their respective 
sports.

- The 15 seniors that 
earned prestigious THSCA 
Academic All-State ac-
colades.

- Student-athletes that 
are honor graduates of 
2023.

- Student-athletes that 
are the top honor gradu-
ates of the class of 2024.

- The coaching staff for 
their efforts, time, and 
commitment to students, 
athletes, as well as honor-
ing those that are retir-
ing or leaving the school 
district.

Letterman jackets will 
also be presented to all 
fall-sport athletes that 
earned varsity letters in 
cross country, football, 
team tennis, and volley-
ball.

A special farewell mes-
sage will be presented as 
well as a sendoff for all 
senior student-athletes.

For further details, 
contact Gatesville High 
School at 254-865-8281.

Gatesville High School is 
located at 205 South Lov-
ers Lane.

GHS Year-End Shout-Out 
scheduled for May 21

JHS cheer bake sale slated for May 18

Jonesboro ISD to host awards ceremony May 23

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent 
School District will hold 
its annual prekindergarten 
and kindergarten roundup 

for students to sign up for 
classes.

Students who reside in 
the district will be accepted 
through Saturday, June 1.

For students who reside 

out of the district, the dead-
line to sign up will be from 
Saturday, June 1 through 
Tuesday, June 25. This will 
be based on availability.

For further information, 

contact Jonesboro ISD at 
254-463-2111 or by visiting 
www.jonesboroisd.net.

Jonesboro ISD is located 
at 14909 E. State Highway 
36 in Jonesboro.

JISD to hold Pre-K and Kindergarten roundup
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Gatesville High School recently hosted its annual scholarship banquet for the class of 2024 on Friday, May 10, and it was held in the high school auditorium. The evening consisted of various donors throughout the 
community awarding seniors with scholarships to help them through their college education. With the many scholarships given, over $226,000 was generously awarded to the seniors. 

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS AT CEREMONY

Pictured from left to right: Liz Appelman, Karsyn Modisett, Natalie Fast, Kasen Bankhead, Cory Burns, Barrett Boyd, Kendal Clarke, Bethany Penrod, Wyatt Dunbar, Lane Kinsey, Jaycee McCown, and Todd Appel-
man.

Pictured left to right: Alan Mathis, Ellie Kelley, Lane Kinsey, Barrett Boyd, and Rosemary Mathis. Pictured left to right: Gary Chumley, Hayden Heck, Jayden Kieltyla, Gracie Key, and Taylor Coward.

Pictured left to right: Melanie Kunkel, Jaycee McCown, Kendal Clarke, Zoee Gribble, Matti Mann, Cayleigh Coursey, Barrett Boyd, Wyatt Dunbar, and Lane Kinsey.

Pictured from left to right: Natalie Fast, Noah Smith, Bethany Penrod, Laura Trejo, Blake Barnes, Hayden Heck, David Sims, Zoee Gribble, Mia Shafer, and JT Hoffman.
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CORYELL
Kids

Armed Forces Day, 
observed on the third 
Saturday of May, is a spe-
cial occasion for kids to ex-
press gratitude to the cou-
rageous men and women 
serving in the military. It's a 
day to honor their commit-
ment and sacrifices in pro-
tecting our country.

Children can participate 
in Armed Forces Day by 
creating heartfelt cards, 
drawings, or letters to 
thank military members 
for their service. These 
personal tokens of appre-
ciation can be shared with 
local veterans or sent to 
deployed troops, bringing 
a touch of encouragement 
and support.

Families may attend com-
munity events or parades 
organized to commemo-
rate Armed Forces Day. 
These gatherings offer 
kids an opportunity to 
witness military displays, 
meet veterans, and gain a 
better understanding of 
the roles and responsibil-
ities of service members. 
Visiting local military bases 
during open houses allows 
families to explore military 
equipment and vehicles, 
fostering a deeper appreci-
ation for the armed forces.

Educational activities at 
home or in schools can in-
clude lessons about the dif-
ferent branches of the mil-
itary, their history, and the 

values they uphold. Parents 
and teachers can share sto-
ries of relatives who have 
served, helping children 
connect on a personal level 
with the sacrifices made by 
military personnel.

Armed Forces Day is not 
only a time for express-
ing gratitude but also for 
teaching children about 
the importance of freedom 
and the role the military 
plays in protecting our na-
tion. Through meaningful 
activities and community 
engagements, kids can de-
velop a strong sense of re-
spect and appreciation for 
the dedication and bravery 
of our armed forces
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30 of the United States  

Presidents served in the  

U.S. Army.

Theodore Roosevelt is 
The only President to 
win a Medal of Honor

ARMED FORCES
Day

May 18, 2024

To sponsor the Coryell Kids pages, 
call Kaitlyn at 254-865-5212.

Submitted by Marsha Lee 

Retired School Person-
nel (CRSP) held its last 
meeting of the 2022-2024 
term Thursday, April 25, at 
Ranchers’ Steakhouse at 10 
a.m. 

Delegates to the state 
convention in Corpus Chris-
ti April 15-17 were Gail 
Johnson, JoAnn Sugg, and 
Gayla and Gerald Linton. 
They gave a brief report on 
information shared by our 
state organization regard-
ing membership, number of 
COLAs and stipends given 
out (first cost-of-living 
increase for retired school 
personnel in about 20 
years), the stability of TRS, 
and plans to redesign the 
TRS website in mid-2024. 
In 2017, TRS Care was in 
trouble, and some difficult 
decisions had to be made 
to save it. Currently, TRS 

Care is in good shape. In 
May 2024, TRS will recom-
mend the board open up 
enrollment for the Medicare 
Advantage TRS program 
for 2025-2026. Members 
can re-enroll. Then, at the 
July 2024 meeting, TRS will 
recommend lower premi-
ums in the future. Statewide 
total of community vol-
unteer hours in 2023 was 
5,133,446 hours (our chap-
ter donated 83,968 hours). 
Statewide, TRTA members 
distributed 141,582 books 
through the Children’s Book 
Project (our chapter’s total 
was 32,315 books). New 
state officers were installed 
for the next two years.

The program was present-
ed by Emily Wuenschel PA-
C. She was a 2010 graduate 
of Gatesville High School 
and an honor graduate 
of Temple College, where 
she played softball. She 

continued her education at 
Texas State University in 
San Marcos and graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in biology and a 
minor in biochemistry. She 
holds a Master of Physi-
cian Assistant from the 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch in Galveston and 
was an interprofessional 
scholar. Wuenschel enjoys 
helping patients, coaching 
softball and hiking. She 
loves spending time with 
her husband, Matthew, and 
daughter. She is the daugh-
ter of Tom and Mary Anne 
Leib and the granddaughter 
of Bill and the late Ollie 
Loggins.

Wuenschel’s program on 
“Health and Wellness” cov-
ered several topics. First, 
she discussed preventative 
measures older people can 
use, such as vaccines for 
COVID, shingles, pneu-

monia, and flu. There are 
other tests your doctor can 
recommend to help detect 
problems you or he may 
suspect, such as regular 
mammograms and colonos-
copies (cancer detection), 
bone density tests (for 
osteoporosis), etc. Secondly, 
there are measures you can 
take to make your house 
safer and prevent falls. This 
could include installation 
of handrails for porches 
or steps and in showers; 
providing adequate light-
ing on stairways, in darker 
areas of the house, and 
outside; removing or relo-
cating throw rugs. Physical 
therapy is also available to 
help strengthen muscles 
and improve difficulties 
involving walking and bal-
ance. Thirdly, make use of 
your free wellness checks 
with your primary doctor. 
This is a time when you 

can ask questions about 
problems and concerns you 
may have. Use this time to 
discuss new (or old) issues 
that are bothering you. If 
your doctor doesn’t know 
what problems you may 
be having, he cannot help 
you. And lastly, be careful 
with medications you may 
be using. Some medications 
have bad side effects just 
by themselves; others can 
cause problems by the way 
they interact with other 
medications you are using. 
The pharmacist and your 
doctor can help you with 
these reactions, some of 
which may be very bad, or 
even fatal. Wuenschel also 
mentioned that patients 
should have an advanced 
directive drawn up, with a 
copy provided to the hos-
pital, your doctor and your 
family.

The last order of business 

was the installation of local 
officers for our chapter. 
JoAnn Sugg, who has served 
as District XII president 
for the last two years, 
installed new officers, 
as follows: Kathy Smith, 
secretary; Gail Johnson, 
treasurer and immediate 
past president; Marsha Lee, 
2nd vice president; Gayla 
Linton and Debbie Grmela, 
copresidents. Not Pictured: 
Charlott Chambers, 1st vice 
president.

REMINDERS:
(1) Dues of $45 ($35 for 

state and $10 for local) are 
due by June 1. (2) May 21 
is the date for the District 
XII meeting at the Educa-
tion Service Center in Waco 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Lunch 
is provided. Please let Gail 
Johnson know if you plan 
to attend.

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured left: Outgoing CRSP president, Gail Johnson, was presented with flowers for her service to 
CRSP from 2022 to 2024. Pictured right: Emily Wuenschel PA-C, presented a program to the CRSP 
members on “Health and Wellness for Seniors.”

CRSP holds last meeting of 2022-2024 term

COURTESY PHOTO

New officers for CRSP, 2024-2026, from left to right, Kathy Smith, secretary; Gail Johnson, treasurer and 
past president; Marsha Lee, 2nd vice president; Gayla Linton and Debbie Grmela, copresidents. Not pic-
tured is Charlott Chambers, 1st vice president.
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES
3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723
Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Ja
yd

ie
 D

ix
on

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 216-1516
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER
SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell
254.865.9137 Fax

chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 
your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002
COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE
254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS
254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
Fence Row Clearing 

Barbed Wire
Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Submitted Item

Two outstanding mem-
bers of Coryell County 4-H 
recently received scholar-
ships from the Heart O’ 
Texas Fair Scholarship 
program.

Cayleigh Coursey, Hornet 

GOLD 4-H Club member, re-
ceived a $5,000 scholarship, 
while Trey Harbour of the 
Coryell City 4-H Club was 
awarded a $3,000 scholar-
ship.

Coursey has had an 
exceptional 4-H career serv-
ing as a Texas 4-H council 

member, state 4-H photog-
raphy ambassador, healthy 
Texas youth ambassador, 
district 8 vice-president, 
and Coryell County 4-H 
ambassador. Her main 4-H 
projects include Photogra-
phy, Food and Nutrition, 
Health and Safety, Rab-

bits, Community Service, 
and Leadership. She is the 
daughter of Chris and Tracy 
Coursey. 

Harbour, a ten year 4-H 
member, was a member 
of the Texas State 4-H 
Champion Livestock Judg-
ing Team, as well as the 

Reserve National Champion 
Livestock Judging Team at 
the North American Interna-
tional Livestock Exposition 
in Louisville, KY. He has 
competed at a high-level ex-
hibiting quality sheep and 
goats at local, county, state, 
and national shows with 

numerous accolades during 
his 4-H career. He has been 
a fantastic livestock men-
tor to the youth of Coryell 
County. He is the son of 
Mike and Connie Harbour.

COURTESY PHOTO

Cayleigh Coursey (left) is pictured after receiving her scholarship award.

Coursey & Harbour awarded Heart O’ Texas Fair scholarships

COURTESY PHOTO

Trey Harbour (middle) is pictured after being awarded with his scholarship from the Heart O’ Texas 
Fair program.
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Staff Reports

This past week, a plethora 
of Gatesville High School 
students received the 

Superintendent Scholar 
Award. The award is given 
to seniors who scored 25 
or higher on the ACT, 1150 
or higher on the PSAT/SAT, 

or who earned recognition 
on the Duke Tip program 
in seventh grade. The elite 
group of students who were 
honored with the award in-

cludes Sean Aguilar, Barrett 
Boyd, Kale Branum, James 
Coffman, Raynie Coleman, 
Wyatt Dunbar, Natalie Fast, 
Rachel Holden, Ellie Kelley, 

Jayden Kieltyka, Anna Las-
kowski, Chase Lee, Carsyn 
Modisett, Lawson Mooney, 
Bethany Penrod, Anna 
Phillips, David Sims, Noah 

Smith, Garrett Sullivant, 
and Olivia Walker.

COURTESY PHOTO

Trinity Baptist Preschool recently hosted  a Muffins with Moms breakfast in honor of Mother’s Day. 
Pictured are Taylor Barron with her children, Baker and Laney.

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville High School students are pictured after receiving the Superintendent’s Scholar Award. 

GHS awards students with Superintendent Scholar Award

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured left to right are students James Coffman, Garrett Sullivant, Noah Smith, and superintendent 
Barrett Pollard.

MUFFINS WITH MOMS

Staff Reports

This past week, two staff 
members of Gatesville 
Elementary School received 
end of the year awards for 
their devotion to Gates-

ville Independent School 
District.

Employee of the year was 
given to Paraprofessional 
Destiny Price. Gatesville 
Elementary highlighted 
Price in an online post, 

which said, “We are blessed 
to have Ms. Price on our 
Elementary campus. Ms. 
Price shows up every day 
with a positive attitude and 
a smile on her face.”

Teacher of the year was 

awarded to educator Delilah 
Martin. An online post 
regarding Martin’s achieve-
ment was posted by Gates-
ville Elementary, which said, 
“We are blessed to have 
Mrs. Martin on our Elemen-

tary campus; she pours her 
heart into teaching and is 
always sure to put a smile 
on your face. Her undeni-
able love for her students 
shines through.”

The awards were given 

to both employees during 
school hours, along with 
flowers and a gift.

Price and Martin receive end of year awards

COURTESY PHOTO

Destiny Price (third from left) is pictured with family and staff members after receiving Employee of the 
Year.

COURTESY PHOTO

Delilah Martin (second from left) is pictured with family after receiving Teacher of the Year.

Staff Reports

Gatesville Independent 
School District will host 
various sports camps 
throughout the summer, 
including basketball, base-
ball, tennis, football, soft-
ball, volleyball, wrestling, 
and soccer.

Each camp will be di-
rected by a high school or 
junior high coach and will 
be assisted by high school 
varsity athletes.

There will be opportuni-
ties to learn fundamentals 
and techniques as well 
as Hornet schemes and 
terminology.

A concession stand will 
be available during prac-
tices.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Tues-
day, May 28 to Thursday, 
May 30, from 8:30-11:30 
a.m. and will be for first 
through ninth grade. 
The cost will be $40 per 
athlete.

BOYS BASKETBALL: Mon-
day, June 10 to Wednes-
day, June 12. First through 
sixth grade will be from 
9 a.m.-noon, and seventh 
through ninth grade will 
be from 1-4 p.m. The cost 
will be $40 per athlete.

SOFTBALL: Monday, June 
3 to Wednesday, June 5. 

First through fifth grade 
will be from 8-10 a.m., and 
sixth through ninth grade 
will be from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. The cost will be 
$40 per athlete.

BASEBALL: Tuesday, May 
28 to Thursday, May 30. 
First and second grade will 
be from 8:30-10:30 a.m., 
third through fifth grade 
will be from 10:30 a.m.-1 
p.m., and sixth through 
ninth grade will be from 
1-3:30 p.m. The cost will 
be $40 per athlete.

VOLLEYBALL: Monday, 
July 8 to Wednesday, July 
10, will be from 8:30-
11:30 a.m., and will be for 
first through ninth grade. 
The cost will be $40 per 
athlete.

FOOTBALL: Monday, June 
3 to Wednesday, June 5, 
will be from 7:30-10:30 
a.m., and will be for first 
through sixth grade. The 
cost will be $40 per ath-
lete. Another opportunity 
will be from Monday, July 
29 to Wednesday, July 31, 
from 7:30-10:30 a.m., and 
will be for seventh through 
ninth grade. The cost will 
be $40 per athlete.

TENNIS: Monday, June 
3 to Wednesday, June 5, 
from 8-10 a.m., and will 
be for first through ninth 

grade. The cost will be $40 
per athlete.

WRESTLING: Monday, 
July 15 to Friday, July 19, 
will be from 8:30-9:30 
a.m., and will be for first 
through ninth grade. 
The cost will be $40 per 
athlete.

SOCCER: The date is TBA 
(to be announced) as well 
as the cost. First through 
sixth grade will be in the 
spring and fall, and sev-
enth through twelfth grade 
will be on Sunday after-
noons during September 
and October.

HORNET SWARM SPEED 
STRENGTH AND CONDITION 
SESSIONS

SWARM camp for 
seventh and eighth grade 
athletes will continue 
through Wednesday, June 
3 to Thursday, July 25, 
and will be from 8:15-9:15 
a.m. The cost is free for all 
athletes.

SWARM camp for ninth 
through twelfth grade ath-
letes will continue through 
Wednesday, June 3 to 
Thursday, July 25, and will 
be from 7-8 a.m. The cost 
is free for all athletes.

For further details, con-
tact Gatesville High School 
at 254-865-8281.

GISD to host summer camps



HATS OFF
To the Class of 2024!

HIDDEN GEM
FAMILY CENTER 

115 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, TX 76528

To donate or for volunteer opportunities, 
call 254-216-1813.

Our Mission
  We are a Non-Profit Organization leading the effort that focuses on 

families, victims of crime, and those who are in dire need of assistance 
through intervention, advocacy, empowerment, and social change within 

Coryell County. We strive to provide programs and services that will 
strengthen the family and share with the love of Jesus.

www.hiddengemfamilycenter.org

P.O. Box 124, Gatesville, TX 76528 | www.cthhouse.org
cthospitalityhouse@gmail.com           C.T. HospitalityHouse

For Volunteer Opportunities or Donations, 
Please Call 254-404-2260. 

Providing hope and encouragement.

YOU DID IT!YOU DID IT!
You worked hard. 

You persevered. You graduated! 
Congratulations on this wonderful achievement. 

We hope your big day is special in every way, 
and we wish you happiness and success 
as you follow your dreams into the future.
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Sean Aguilar
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Toby and 
Jackie Williams , Luis 
Aguilar and Tani Gibson
Sports: Football- Captain; 
Track; Baseball
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Finley
Favorite subject: Math
Plans after graduation: 
Attend Tarleton

Elizabeth Bales
Parents name: Mary 
McCartney
Clubs: Choir, Family and 
Community Services
Sports: Tennis
Favorite teacher: Mr. 
Evetts
Favorite subject: US 
Government
Plans after graduation: 

I plan to work with 
elementary aged children 
as a teacher’s aide and to 
continue my career path 
in education.

Lindsey Bales
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Mary 
McCartney
Sports: Tennis
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Lewis
Favorite subject: VAC
Plans after graduation: I 
plan to work for Gatesville 
ISD. I love working with 
younger children. I also 
love working with animals, 
especially dogs.

Caleb Blum
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Jackie 

Haefner
Clubs: VAC
Sports: MMA makes 
martial arts
Favorite teacher: Mr. 
Blanchard
Favorite subject: 
Automatic
Plans after graduation: 
Plan to join the military, 
or go to college, become 
an actor and an author

Kale Branum
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Chad and 
Amanda Branum
Clubs: PALS 1 22-23 
school year; PALS 2 23-
24 school year; Gatesville 
Band 20-24
Front Ensemble Captain 
(Leadership team)
Sports: Gatesville Fighting 

Hornet Band 20-24; UIL 
Concert Sweepstakes 
2020-24; UIL State 
Marching Competition 
2022; UIL State Marching 
Competition 2023; UIL 
State Ensemble 2021; UIL 
State Ensemble 2023; UIL 
State Soloist 2023; UIL 
State Soloist 2024; Front 
Ensemble Caption Head 
2023-24
Favorite teacher: Sherry 
Stephens
Favorite subject: Music
Plans after: Kale plans 
to attend Tarleton State 
University to major in 
psychology with a pre-
clinical focus as well as 
minor in music. Through 
this degree he plans to 
become a therapist and 
use his knowledge of 

the field as well as his 
knowledge of the musical 
field, to reach out to and 
help as many people as 
possible whether through 
traditional therapy 
methods or through art 
and music therapy.

Justin Brust
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Jeanette 
Sheffield
Favorite teacher: Mr 
Blanchard
Favorite subject: Auto 
tech
Plans after graduation: 
Going to trade school

Coral Bryant
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Clark and 
Nancy Burns

Clubs: 2nd lieutenant 
Dazzlers 2024 after two 
hours of being on the 
team, Class representative 
in varsity choir 2023, 
Secretary in varsity choir 
2024. 1 in State Solo UIL 
Choir 2023, 1 in solo and 
ensemble 2024.
Sports: Dazzlers 2021-
2024
Favorite teacher: Star 
Hamilton
Favorite subject: 
Anatomy
Plans after graduation: 
Start full time at Coryell 
Health Rehab Living and 
go to MCC (McLennan 
Community College) for 
the nursing program.

Zachary Bryant
Gatesville High School

Riley 
Aaron

Tommy 
Aaron

Sean 
Aguilar

Hannah 
Aguilar-Probasco

Evelyn Grace 
Alegria

William 
Allman

Juan 
Almendariz

Alondra 
Arias

Lucas 
Ayers

Madison 
Ayres

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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Gracie Jane 
Key

Gatesville High School

20242024
Gracie Jane,

We are so proud of you 
and know that the world is 
going to be a better place 

because of the impact 
you’re gonna make in it!!! 
We can’t wait to see where 

this journey takes you, 
just as long as it brings 

you home very now 
and then. 

We love you, 
Scott, Mama, Chelsea, 

Scout, Kaitlin and Jeremiah

Hayden 
Heck

Gatesville High School

20242024
Hayden,

We are so proud of 
you and can’t wait to 
see what the future 

holds for you!

Love,
Dad, Racheal, 

Whiskey and Coop

Noah Sun
Scruggs

Gatesville High School

20242024
“Atta Boy” Noah Sun!

Always believe in yourself; 
you are capable of 

extraordinary things. You 
have such a bright future 

ahead of you...
WE ARE BEYOND PROUD 
OF YOU & LOVE YOU SO 

MUCH!!

Love,
Momma, Sage, & Tannon

Parents name: Corey Key, 
Codie Key
Sports: Football( 3 
year varsity letterman, 
Super-CenTex, All 
Smoaky Super-CenTex, 
1st team all district, 
3rd team THSCA All 
State team, Co- lineman 
of the year, Bi-district 
champs.; Powerlifting( 
3x Regional Qualifier, 

1x Regional runner up, 
1x Regional champ, 2x 
Top Ten finishes at state 
competition, 3rd place 
medalist in the SHW 
weight class.); Track( 
District champ discus, 2x 
Area qualifier, 1x regional 
qualifier.)
Lineman challenge( 2x 
state qualifier)
Favorite teacher: Jacob 

Hunter
Favorite subject: History/ 
Science
Plans after graduation: Go 
to TSTC and become and 
overhead lineman

Victoria Cardenas
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Angela 
Sanchez
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 

Truss
Favorite subject: English
Plans after graduation: 
Plans on attending college 
and receiving her degree 
in doctor/nursing .

Tyzanae Carroll
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Claudette 
Carroll
Clubs: Band, Winter guard

Sports: Softball
Favorite teacher: Mr. 
Sanchez and Mrs. 
Hamilton
Favorite subject: Law 
Enforcement
Plans after graduation: I 
plan on going to college 
to receive my associate of 
science degree in medical 
sonography to become an 
ultrasound technician.

Kendal Grazen Clarke
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Gary and 
Amanda Clarke
Clubs: 4-H- 10 years Cattle 
Drive 4-H Club; FFA 4 
years judged Wool and 
Cotton and went to State 
in Cotton and earned 
letterman; PALS; Welding
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 

Cameron 
Baker

Elizabeth 
Bales

Lindsey 
Bales

Kasen 
Bankhead

Blake 
Barnes

Caleb 
Blum

Barrett 
Boyd

Kale 
Branum

Caden 
Brister

Justin 
Brust

Coral 
Bryant

Zachary 
Bryant

Sergio 
Bucio

Cory 
Burns

Logan 
Busch

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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Alanda 
Wimberley

Gatesville High School

20242024
I am a Daughter of the 

Most High King
who is not moved by the 
world, for my God is with 
me and goes before me.
I do not fear because I 

am His.
2 Corinthians 6:18

We’re super proud of you 
continuing your journey!
Love, Mom & Brandon

Tommy & Riley 
Aaron

Gatesville High School

20242024
We are so proud of 

you two and love you 
so much! It is crazy 

how fast these school 
years have flown by! 

Congratulations on your 
accomplishments so far!

Love,
Mom and Dad

Zach 
Bryant

Gatesville High School

20242024
From always cheering 
for you in the stands 
and in the audience,

we will continue to cheer 
for you as you start a 

new journey in life. You 
always made us proud 

and know you’ll achieve 
more in life. 
Love always, 

Corey and Codie 

Congratulations,
Class of 2024!
Your dreams are
never too big!

BURKS
REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”“Committed to Excellence”
BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738
Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS
254-223-0833

LINDY BURKS
254-206-0643

213 E. Main St., Gatesville, TX
254-865-6315 • Mon-Sat. 8:00-5:30

Coryell Feed 
& Supply

A Note of
Congratulations

to the graduating class of 2024.

Hats off to you for your hard work and 
this fine accomplishment.

of 2024

Ament First Grade
Favorite subject: History
Plans after graduation: 
Attending Tarleton State 
University and major in 
agricultural business.

Kinzley Crocker
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Amber 
Wilson
Clubs: Choir; Theater
Favorite teacher: Nurse 

Tori
Favorite subject: Theater
Plans after graduation: Go 
to cosmetology college!

Wyatt Dunbar
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Janet 
Dunbar
Clubs: Band - Center 
Snare, Percussion 
Section Leader, Primary 
Jazz Drumset, 4-year 

State Solo & Ensemble 
Participant, 2-year 
ATSSB All-Region Band 
participant, 1-year ATSSB 
All-State Symphonic 
Band participant, 2-year 
State Marching Contest 
participant; UIL District - 
2024 1st place in: Science, 
Science Team, Biology, and 
Chemistry, 2024 2nd Place 
in Lit Crit Team, 2024 5th 
place in Lit Crit; National 

Merit Finalist; National 
Honor Society; Shooting 
- Peer leader/instructor, 
Distinguished Rifleman
Favorite teacher: Michael 
Hamilton
Favorite subject: Band
Plans after graduation: 
Attending Texas A&M - 
College Station to major 
in general engineering 
then declare aerospace 
engineering my 

sophomore year. I’d like 
to perform in the Aggie 
Symphonic Band. After 
college, I’d like to work 
for NASA in research and 
development.

Natalie Fast
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Mitch and 
Michele Fast
Clubs: student council 
social officer, student 

council president, student 
body president, class 
vice president, debate 
president, UIL current 
events, NHS, FCA, PALs,
Sports: Varsity cheer 
captain
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Latham
Favorite subject: History
Plans after graduation: 
Attend UT at Austin to 
major in government, 

Cheyenne 
Bushong

Jaylyn 
Campos

Victoria Yvonne 
Cardenas

Lilyana 
Carrillo

Tyzanae 
Carroll

Issabella 
Cerecerez

Gabriel 
Charles

Jonathan 
Chavez

Daniel 
Chism

Kendal 
Clarke

Avyanna 
Clater

James 
Coffman

Raynie Dee 
Coleman

Cayleigh 
Coursey

Taylor 
Coward

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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Congratulations & Best 
Wishes to the Class of 2024

We wish you all the best as you 
embark on the exciting journey 

ahead. Let the adventure begin!

Gatesville Country 
Club

1308 Golf Course Road
Gatesville, TX 76528

(254) 865-6917

Ryan Basham
Coryell County Commissioner

Precinct 3

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O

Kandi Luensmann, Broker/Owner
254-223-8883 | 1402 E. Main St, Gatesville TX

F r o n t   P o r c h 
R e a l t y

bringing you home

A big hooray for this year’s 
graduates, and best wishes 

every step of the way!

Matti Ruth 
Mann

Gatesville High School

20242024
Matti Ruth,

Congratulations sweet 
girl. 

I am so proud of 
you and all your 

accomplishments.
You will always 

be my champion!
Love you,
MeMaw

Zoee M. 
Gribble

Gatesville High School

20242024
Zoee, We have loved 
watching you grow 

into an amazing young 
woman. It is hard to 

believe you are at the 
end of this chapter and 

can’t wait to see you 
win at life! We love you 
and want the best for 

you always. 
XOXO, your favorites, 

Momma, Mark, & 
Ashton

Tyzanae L. 
Carroll

Gatesville High School

20242024
Ty,

Your graduation 
is more than an 

accomplishment, it 
reflects your character 

and determination. 
Never let anyone steal 

your joy. 
We are so proud of 

you.

with a double minor in 
philosophy of law and 
Russian. After, I will 
attend law school to 
become a lawyer or work 
in foreign affairs.

Jaynee Green
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Shayla 
smith
Clubs: I am a senior class 
officer and I serve as the 

parliamentarian. I am also 
in 4-H
Sports: I was a dazzler for 
4 years, and captain my 
junior and senior year, 
and I ran track for 3 years
Favorite teacher: Coach 
Aguirre
Favorite subject: Math
Plans after graduation: 
I plan to attend Tarleton 
State University in 
Stephenville, Tx and major 

in radiology in hopes of 
being a sonographer one 
day.

Zoee Gribble
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Mark and 
Mary Minshew
Clubs: A; A/B Honor 
Roll; Class Officer (Class 
Historian); Student 
Council; Yearbook
Yearbook Editor; Gear-Up; 

FFA; 4-H Club Officer; 4-H 
County Ambassador; 4-H 
State Healthy Texas Youth 
Ambassador
Sports: Cheerleading (9th 
and 10th grade)
Favorite teacher: Ms. 
Erwin
Favorite subject: Math
Plans after graduation: 
Zoee will attend Blinn 
College in Bryan, studying 
agri-business.

Asa Hardcastle
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Steve and 
Gwendy Hardcastle
Clubs: SkillsUSA- State 
qualifier with Superior 
rating in Construction
Sports: Soccer- 2023 
Defensive Newcomer of 
the Year, Defensive MVP 
(2023 and 2024), 1st Team 
All District (2023 and 

2024); Cross Country- 2x 
Regional qualifier; Track; 
Tennis- Boys singles 
honorable mention
Favorite teacher: Mr. 
Lisenbe
Favorite subject: 
Construction
Plans after graduation: 
Painting and remodeling 
with my brother’s 
business or go to trade 
school.

Kinzley 
Crocker

Hannah 
Cuellar

Carley 
Dawling

Rubi 
De La Torre

Josiline 
De Los Santos

Kelen 
Deleon

Wyatt 
Dunbar

Nathan 
Elliott

Simon Matthew 
Elliott

Natalie 
Fast

Gage 
Ford

Kaitlyn Elizabeth 
Gamble

Karma Lilith 
Germain

Tyler 
Gillmore

Jaynee 
Green

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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Your Big Day.
Our Best Wishes!

Congratulations on your graduation, 
and good luck in your future endeavors!

803 E. Main Street • 254-865-8951
www.gatesvilletx.com

Comer Automotive 

103 Park St., Gatesville, TX
254-865-7000

CONGRATULATIONS,
KYSON SMITH!

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

20242024

Congratulations,
Class of 2024!

718 E. Main Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

(254) 865-5007

Wed.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Victoria Yvonne 
Cardenas

Gatesville High School

20242024
Words can’t describe 
how so very proud of 

you we are. 
I love you so much 

Princess! 
Reach for the stars.

Love, 
Mom

Jaylee B.
Holland

Gatesville High School

20242024
I’m so very proud of 
you. You have grown 
and accomplished so 

much. 
Remember that you 

always have a home.
I love you.

Love,
Jennifer and Family

Kasen Keith 
Bankhead

Gatesville High School

20242024
We are so proud of you and 
all your accomplishments. 

You definitely have a 
bright and big future 

ahead. We look forward 
to your next chapter in life 

and all your successes! 
“The measure of a Life is its Service” 

- Sam Houston
We Love You!

Dad, Mom, Karson
Papa Bank and Granny Sue

Brooke Herry
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Amantha, 
Nana, uncle & aunt
Clubs: Jv Choir
Sports: UIL choir 
sweepstakes helping set a 
record for Gatesville High 
School
Favorite teacher: All of 
them made an impact
Favorite subject: Science, 

biology, chemistry
Plans after graduation: 
College of the redwoods

Lane Kinsey
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Grant and 
Courtney Kinsey
Clubs: FFA four years - 
state qualifying Livestock 
Judging team; 4-H 10 
years President, Vice- 
President; County 4-H 

Ambassador 6 years
Sports: Football 9th, 10th
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Ashley Swodeck
Favorite subject: 
Reading/English
Plans after graduation: 
Attend Texas Tech 
University and major in 
agriculture and natural 
resources

Matti Mann
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Will and 
Jennifer Mann
Clubs:  Coryell County 
4-H Ambassador; Healthy 
Texas Youth Ambassador; 
FFA Club Historian; 
FFA Livestock Judging 
Team; FFA Broadcasting 
Team; Girls Basketball 
manger; Gear Up; Youth 
Congress; Hay Valley 4-H 

Club President; Coryell 
County 4-H Program Area 
Committee- President; 
Texas Farm Bureau 
Thrive- Student Success 
series; AWARDS: 2nd 
place team, Area 8 FFA 
Livestock Judging Team-
2021; 4th place team 
Radio Broadcasting-2023; 
6th place team Radio 
Broadcasting-2022; 
5th place team Public 

Relations-2020; Hornet 
Fight Never Dies- 2020; 
Exchange Club Student 
of the Month -2024; 4-H 
All Star Award-2020; 
4-H Superstar 
Award-2021,2022
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Kylie Young
Favorite subject: College 
& Careers English
Plans after graduation: 
My plans are to attend 

Clayton 
Gregory

Breeann 
Gribble

Zoee 
Gribble

Martinez 
Guerrero

Danelle 
Gutierrez

Jimmy 
Hall

John 
Hall

Scout 
Hall

Asa 
Hardcastle

Damien Mont 
Harris

Hayden 
Heck

Jocelyn Selene 
Hernandez

Brooke 
Herry

Madison 
Heth

Rachel 
Holden

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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 106 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass N., Gatesville, TX 76528
 Sales: 254-223-6252  •  Service: 254-223-6451  •  Parts: 254-223-6273

Now You’re Going Places...Now You’re Going Places...
Congratultions,Congratultions,
          Class of 2024!          Class of 2024!

Come see our affordable line of vehicles to get 
your graduate on the road safely and in style.

New 2024 Dodge
Hornet GT SWD

New 2023 Dodge
Charger SXT RWD

New 2024 Jeep
Compass Latitude 4x4

Blinn College in the fall 
and obtain my associate 
of applied science degree. 
I will then apply to the 
dental hygiene program at 
Blinn in Bryan.

Bethany Penrod
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Eric and 
Suzy Penrod
Clubs: Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce Junior 
Ambassadors (2 years); 
Gatesville High School 
Student Council (4 years); 
Class Officer (4 years); 
National Honors Society; 
Peers Assisted Learning 
Strategies (PALS); Central 
Texas Exchange Club 
of Gatesville Student of 
the Month; Voted Class 
Favorite in 2022 and 2023
Sports: Varsity Soccer 
(4 years) -  District 
Newcomer of the Year,  2X 
First Team All-District, 
Second Team All-District,  
First Team Academic 
All-State in Soccer; 
Varsity Track (3 years) 
-  2X Regional Qualifier 
in the 800, 1600m and 
3200m; Varsity Cross 
Country (4 years) -  4X 
Regional Qualifier,  1X 
State Qualifier, First Team 
Academic All-State Cross 
Country
Favorite teacher: Bonnie 
Lathum
Favorite subject: Dual 
Credit World History
Plans after graduation: 

After graduating, I will 
be moving to Austin to 
attend The University of 
Texas, where I will pursue 
dual majors in the Steve 
Hicks School of Social 
Work and the McCombs 
School of Business. I am 
committed to blending 
these disciplines to 
develop innovative 
solutions that improve 
community welfare and 
economic stability.

Anna Phillips
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Amos and 
Kaitlin Phillips
Clubs: Nominated and 
Inducted into PALS 
(Peer Assistance and 
Leadership). She received 
the smiliest pal award 
both years she was in 
the program; Nominated 
and Inducted into the 
National Honor Society; 
Member of Gear Up Youth 
Congress; She has been 
in Choir since 6th grade; 
Varsity Choir all 4 years 
of High School; She was 
elected and served as 
the Choir President for 
the last 3 years; She has 
received the awards of: 
Most valuable Freshman 
20-21; Most Valuable 
Sophomore 21-22; Most 
Valuable Junior 22-23; 
Female Vocalist of the 
year for 2024; She made 
it to state with her solo, 
her sophomore, junior 

and senior year, and 
received a State Superior 
rating her Sophomore 
and Junior year. She will 
return to compete at 
state again the week after 
graduation; She made the 
region choir her junior 
year; Senior year she made 
region choir again and 
advanced to area and then 
made history when she 
earned a spot in the Texas 
Music Educators All-State 
Choir. This is one of the 
highest and most elite 
honors a student musician 
can receive. There have 
previously only been 
5 Choir All-Staters out 
of GISD in the last 24 
years! She performed 
with the All-State Choir 
in San Antonio, Tx at 
the TMEA Convention; 
She participated in the 
Varsity Mixed and Varsity 
Treble Choir, being a 
part of bringing home 6 
Sweepstakes for the GHS 
trophy case; She was also 
was awarded the TMEA 
Music Scholar Award her 
junior and senior year; 
She also has worked at 
and managed Home Plate 
Cafe all four years of high 
school.
Sports: She was also 
chosen for the Gatesville 
Exchange Club student of 
the Month
Varsity Cheerleader for 
Sophomore, Junior and 
Senior year; She was 

Academic All district- 
Sophomore, Junior 
and Senior year; Other 
cheer awards were Most 
Coachable, Most Creative, 
and Friday Night Light 
award.
Favorite teacher: Coach 
Brumfield
Favorite subject: Choir
Plans after graduation: I 
will be attending Belmont 
University in Nashville, 
Tennessee. To pursue a 
degree in music business 
with an emphasis on 
production. With hopes to 
become a country singer/
songwriter or work for 
the Academy of Country 
Music or the Country 
Music Association. Go 
Bruins!

Mikenna Reeves
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Jenna and 
Nicholas Brannon
Clubs: NHS, A Honor Roll 
(2020-2023), top 10%.
Sports: GHS Softball 
(2020-2022)
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Truss
Favorite subject: English
Plans after graduation: I 
plan to attend Texas A&M 
University and major in 
elementary education. I 
want to be a kindergarten 
teacher.

Zachary Stevens
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Scott & 

Polly Stevens
Clubs: Band
Sports: Tennis
Favorite teacher: Mr. 
Rutkowski
Favorite subject: English
Plans after graduation: 
Take a gap year then 
attend the Manhattan 
School of Music.

Graceson Stewart
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Penny 
Stewart and David Stewart
Clubs: PAL’s- Allstar PAL 
and most influential PAL
Sports: Varsity basketball- 
2nd team all district
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Hamilton
Favorite subject: Law
Plans after graduation: 
Attend a junior college 
and get my basics done 
then transferring to a 
bigger school to finish 
my degree in sports 
management

Garrett Sullivant
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Hannah 
Sullivant Bovee and 
Stetson Bovee
Clubs: Band- 2023 and 
2024 state marching band 
qualifiers, 3 state solo and 
ensemble appearances, 
and qualified for all-region 
multiple times.
Sports: Varsity Golf- 
2023 District Champions 
and Regional Qualifiers, 
2024 Regional Qualifiers, 

multiple top 3 finishes.
Favorite teacher: Bonnie 
Latham
Favorite subject: Science
Plans after graduation: 
My plans after graduation 
are to attend Texas 
A&M University to 
get my bachelor’s in 
communications. Once 
I obtain my bachelor’s 
degree, I hope to attend 
graduate school to get 
my masters, and then I 
plan to try and start my 
own business and be a 
strong member of my 
community.

Ariel Wightman
Gatesville High School
Parents name: Cory 
Wightman
Clubs: Health science; 
Human services; Medical 
terminology; Child 
development
Sports: Volleyball athlete; 
Track athlete; Volleyball 
manager
Favorite teacher: Coach 
Chaffin
Favorite subject: College 
and Career English
Plans after graduation: 
College for a nursing 
program

Jaylee 
Holland

Aaron 
Hughitt

Justin 
Johnson

Ray 
Jones

Easton 
Keeney

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL



C8   The Gatesville Messenger� SATURDAY, May 18, 2024

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Short term and long term care

Directors of 
Public Relations/
Marketing and 

Hospital Liaison: 
Susie Meelbusch 

254-383-2307

WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCES, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

300 S. Hwy. 36 
Bypass, 

Gatesville, TX
Main line: 

254-865-7575

Barrett Boyd
GHS Salutatorian

Blake Barnes
GHS

Gracie Key
GHS

Jonathan Chavez
GHS

Jamie Lisenby
GHS

Macie Hitt
Sam Houston University

Congratulations and 
Best Wishes! 

Nathan Elliott
GHS

Sean Aguilar
GHS

Tyler Gillmore
GHS

Visit us at www.hillsideml.com
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2820 S. State Hwy. 36
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-6900

Lawn & Garden • Tools 
Paint • Plumbing 

Electrical • Outdoor Living 

2513 S. State TX 36
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-2417

Delivery, Drive-Thru, and 
Curbside Pick Up available

The hasslehassle was 
worth the tasseltassel.

2424

Congratulations 
to 

Carsyn 
Modisett

and the 
Class of 2024,

and best wishes 
for your future!

Bear,
You are such a Blessing. 

May God keep and 
protect you on your life’s 

journey. We love you!

Daddy, Momma, Brax, Hez,
Meme, Grammy, GP 

& Uncle Matt

Barrett Boyd
GHS Class of 2024

Ellie 
Kelley

Justin Tyler 
Kelley

Charles 
Kemmitz

Gracie 
Key

Hunter 
Key

Jayden 
Kieltyka

Nolan 
Kinsey

Arayah 
Kirkman

Evan 
Knobloch

Leo 
Land

Anna 
Laskowski

Ian 
Leafty

Chase 
Lee

Raisa 
Leon

Madison 
Lindsey

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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Matti Ruth
Mann

Gatesville High School

20242024
Matti Ruth, we love you so 
much! We are absolutely so 
proud of you and this huge 
accomplishment in life! You 
have and are still growing 

into such an amazing woman 
that I am proud to call my 

sister. Go for those goals and 
dreams that you have and 

conquer them! We will always 
be right there to cheer you 

on! Always believe in yourself 
and live courageously.
Love, Shelby, Fahron, 

and Thallen

Anna Grace 
Phillips

Gatesville High School

20242024
Anna Grace,

We love you and are 
so incredibly proud of 
the woman you have 

become! We can’t wait 
to watch all your dreams 

come true!
Love,

Mom, Dad, Amos, Eli, 
and Gunner

Bethany  Marie 
Penrod

Gatesville High School

20242024
Bethany, our curious, 
loving, and incredibly 

intelligent daughter, we 
are so proud of you! As 
you start your journey 

at The University of 
Texas, remember that 
our love and support 
are always with you. 

Hook ‘em
Love, Mom and Dad

Carsyn  
Modisett

Gatesville High School

20242024
Carsyn, always 

remember that you 
are braver than you 

believe, stronger than 
you seem, smarter 
than you think, and 

loved more than 
you’ll ever know. 
Congratulations, 

we love you!

Taylor
Coward

Gatesville High School

20242024
Commit to the Lord 
whatever you do, 

and your plans will 
succeed! 

Proverbs 16:3 
We are so proud of 

you! 

Love, Dad, Em & 
Coleman

Zachary William 
Stevens

Gatesville High School

20242024
We are so proud of 

you and can’t wait to 
see what your future 

holds! 
We love you, Zach!

Dad and Mom
Anne, Daniel, Silas, 

Titus, and Lydia
Jennifer, Matt, and 

Ellery

Jamie 
Lisenby

Riley 
Malone

Matti 
Mann

Hannah 
Martin

Sherylin 
Martinez

Ana 
Mata

Jaycee 
Mckown

Mckenzie 
Merritt

Carsyn 
Modisett

Lawson 
Mooney

Maximilian 
Moore

Christopher 
Morrall

Hunter Wayne 
Muirheid

Devin 
Nashif

Jacob 
Newkirk
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220 Memorial Drive • (254) 865-7272

Personal, friendly general dentistry for your family.

Insurance Accepted

LUKE LUKE 
MAXWELLMAXWELL

JHS CLASS OF `24

We are so proud 
of you!

The Gatesville Independent School DistrictThe Gatesville Independent School District
and the Board of Trusteesand the Board of Trustees

Congratulations to the

Class of 
2024!

WISHING YOU ALL A BRIGHT
AND SUCCESSFUL

FUTURE!

Lane
Kinsey

Gatesville High School

20242024
Congratulations! 

We are so proud of 
the person you have 

become and pray that 
you continue to follow 
the Lord in all you do. 

Love you, 
Dad, Mom, and Lilly

Madison 
Kyleigh Ayres

Gatesville High School

20242024
Madison, 

Thanks for making us 
parents! We’re proud 
of the young woman 
you’ve become and 

are excited to go 
along with you on the 

next journey.
 Love, Mom & Dad

Natalie 
Elizabeth Fast

Gatesville High School

20242024
Natalie,

Your greatest 
adventure is about to 
begin. We couldn’t be 

prouder of you.  

Love Always, Mom, 
Dad & Madeline

2510 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528

Congratulations 
seniors, we are so 
proud of you!

OWNER/BROKER 
Jana Dixon Carpenter

254-493-8004

OWNER/REALTOR®

Chance Taylor
254-493-8005

Wyatt 
Nichols

Jasmine 
Olivar

Melina 
Oregon

Bethany 
Penrod

Timothy 
Perkins

Anna 
Phillips

Andi 
Pitrucha

Gracie 
Pratt

Rachel 
Priest

Riley 
Proctor
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www.BarNVeterinaryClinic.com

Bar N
Veterinary Clinic, PC

4706 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville  (254) 865-8466

We’re Doggone 
Proud of You, 

Graduates!
Keep up the great 

work as you set your 
sights on the next goal, 

and remember to have a 
little fun along the way.

Congratulations from 
Dr. Kerry Newman, DVM 

and staff!

206 S. 7TH STREET, GATESVILLE

Aliyah, 
Congratulations!  
Your ambition 
is so inspiring.  
You are always 
determined to 
accomplish your 
goals. Your love 
for God and 
family makes 
you even more 
special.
Psalm 46:5

(254) 865-8820(254) 865-8820
2533 South State Hwy. 362533 South State Hwy. 36

  StorStore Hours:e Hours:
 Monday-Friday 7:30  Monday-Friday 7:30 AM AM -6:00 -6:00 PMPM

 Saturday 8:00  Saturday 8:00 AM AM -4:00 -4:00 PMPM

Great Job, 
Grads!
You’ve worked hard to get 
here, and we know you 
have what it takes to keep 
building a successful future. 
Best of luck!

Cleaners: 
Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm

Laundromat: 
7am-10pm Daily
2418 E. Main St.

254-865-5213

CONGRATULATIONS, 
LILLIANNA ROMERO

Class Class 
of  of  

20242024

Tues. – Fri., 8am–5pm; Sat., 9am–3pm 

1706 E. Main Street, Gatesville • 254-248-1250

The The Resale ShopResale Shop
Benefiting the Boys & Girls Club of GatesvilleBenefiting the Boys & Girls Club of Gatesville

Selling gently used furniture, decor, 
housewares, clothing, shoes, etc.

Brant 
Pruitt

Riley 
Rauschenberg

Mikenna 
Reeves

Naomi 
Renteria

Jonathan Aaron 
Reyes

Stetson 
Rhymes

Joel 
Robledo

Vanessa 
Robledo

America 
Rodriguez

Jaeda 
Rodriguez

Ruben 
Rodriguez

Xzavier 
Rodriguez

Lillianna 
Romero

Serena 
Sanchez

Caleb 
Saxon

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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Congratulations
to the

Class of 2024!

Noah 
Scruggs

Mia 
Shafer

Elaina 
Sherman

Braeden 
Shuemake

David 
Sims

Adrian 
Smith

Canyon 
Smith

Le’Yah 
Smith

Noah 
Smith

Raylie 
Snively

Charlie 
Sommerfeld

Aaron 
Soriano-Montalvan

Natalee 
Speck

Collin 
Spires

Zachary 
Stevens

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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108 S. 6TH ST.
GATESVILLE, TX

(254) 865-2615

Congratulations to all the 
2024 Graduates.

All graduates can come 
down to Leaird’s and pick 
up their free graduation 

gift and enjoy 
20% off any one item.

WWW.LEAIRDSFURNITURE.COM

CONGRATULATIONS, RYAN TESAR 
AND THE CLASS OF 2024

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
(254) 404-2242 OWNER: JEFF TESAR

RMP M41774

RYAN TESARRYAN TESARGHS CLASS OF 2024

Graceson 
Stewart

Layton 
Stone

Garrett 
Sullivant

Gracie 
Summers-Lewis

Elara 
Sumrall

Yodfah 
Sun

Michael 
Tawater

Colton 
Taylor

Tatum 
Taylor

Ryan 
Tesar

William 
Tippit

Laura 
Trejo

Aliyah 
Trotter

Bralen 
Veazey

Kaitlyn 
Walden

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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254-248-4171254-248-4171

Congratulations, Class of 2024!

254-865-1236 254-865-1236 

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION &  SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

2000 VIOLET LANE, GATESVILLE

Class of 2024

P.O. Box 58, Gatesville • (254) 865-8489

Junction on Route 36
Family Restaurant, Bar & Grill

1216 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass • 254-865-0351

JUNCTIONJUNCTION
ROUTE

36

Shout out to
our graduates:
Rubi Delatorre
Theron Stone

Khai Workman
Mikenna Reeves
Kooper Hughitt

Congratulations to Congratulations to 
the Class of 2024!the Class of 2024!

CALL US TO CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT:

(254) 216-1992

MOBILE CATERERMOBILE CATERER

Congratulations, Class of 2024!TTG Utilities, Inc.
– Since 1989 –

305 Memorial Drive, Ste. B
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151 | Fax: 254-865-1288
E-Mail: info@ttgutilities.com

Congratulations and Best Wishes 
to the Class of 2024.

Olivia 
Walker

Riley 
Watson

Luke 
White

Ariel 
Wightman

Alanda 
Wimberley

GATESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL



108 N. 6th Street
Gatesville, TX 76528

(254) 865-9450

HOURS:
Tues.-Wed. 10:30am-2pm

Thurs.-Sat. 10:30-8pm
Sun. 11am-2pm

4305 S. HWY. 36, GATESVILLE, TX     254-248-1441

Rain or Shine – COVERED OUTDOOR STAGE and one 
of the largest DANCE FLOORS in Central Texas

JUNE 29 – HUSER BROTHERS 
w/ special Guest Ghost Dance Band and Memphis Wells

AUG. 23 – BELLAMY BROTHERS
w/ special guest Hayden Haddock

Congratulations to the Class of 2024!
Catering and Event Venues available for your Gradutation Celebrations 

Visit us at barebonesbarbeque.com for music lineup!

SCREWS • INSULATION
SAKRETE • CULVERTS

REBAR • I BEAM
FLATBAR • CHANNEL

SLICK ROD
SQUARE TUBING

ANGLE IRON

RECTANGLE TUBING 
PURLIN • PIPE
SUCKER ROD

CATTLE PANELS
BARBED WIRE

NET WIRE

PLUMBING SUPPLIES
ROLL UP DOORS

WALK THRU DOORS

Building Supplies
WHITTW

COMPLETE LINE OF METAL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
PLUS A WIDE RANGE OF BUILDING MATERIALS

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL • RESIDENTIAL

Graduates!
All the Best,

Wish you

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Locally Owned & Operated
Brandon Latham | Brandon@wbsupplies.com

Delivery Available 
254-865-2190

Free Estimates

254-865-1000
102 FM 107, GATESVILLE, TX

WWW.HILLSIDE-OUTDOORS.COM

MOWER SALES, SERVICE
& PARTS

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
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SCHOOL DISTRICT
Home of the Eagles

DeMarcus 
Acoff

Payton 
Brister

Luke 
Catalina

Jacob 
Cisneros

McKenzie 
Coble

Launa 
Dickson

Nathan 
Forrest

Margaret 
Gillis

James 
Green

Trey 
Harbour

Leighla 
Hernandez

Brantan 
Herring

Christopher 
Maxwell

Luke 
Necessary

Shannon 
O’Brien

Kyson 
Smith

Garrett 
Young

Jacob 
Young

Tenley 
Scott

Garrett Ely 
Young 

Jonesboro High School

20242024
Our cowboy from 

day one! We are so 
proud of you on this 

accomplishment. 
Your hard work and 
determination have 

paid off. Here’s to your 
bright future ahead! 

Love, 
Mom & Dad

Luke 
Maxwell

Jonesboro High School

20242024
Congratulations, 

Luke!
SO proud of you!
Love you most!

Love,
Grandpa, Grandma, 
Mom, Tom, Lynlee, 

Landree and all your 
aunts, uncles and 

cousins.

JONESBORO HIGH SCHOOL
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Kevin & 
Tracey 
Augeri
Owners

4701 S. State Hwy. 36
Gatesville, TX 76528

Free Pick Up and Delivery Service within a 
Five Mile Radius of Gatesville

254-206-3300
Lonestar.auto@yahoo.com

Hassle-free Vehicle Repair and Maintenance

Congratulations, 
Class of 2024!

We 
Accept All 
Extended 
Warranty 
Contracts

Fatima Alanis 
Arellano

Keoni Evert-Riley 
Edwards

Caystin Lane 
Forrest

Cason Clay 
Ingram

Aubrey Lynn 
Kelley

Christian David 
Malone

Kate Isabel 
McGilvray

Mileydi 
Santana-Sori

Kayleigh Elizabeth 
Vaughn

Hunter Garrett 
White

EVANT 
HIGH 
SCHOOL

Fatima Arellano
Evant High School
Parents name: Rosa 
Arellano
Favorite teacher: Edwards
Favorite subject: English

Keoni Edwards
Evant High School
Parents name: Dee Dee 
Edwards & Anthony 
Edwards
Clubs: FFA Entomology, 
and officer; One Act Play; 
Student Council
Sports: Golf; Powerlifting
Favorite teacher: Bosse
Favorite subject: Anatomy 
& Physiology
Plans after graduation: 
Bar Tending at a local 
Rodeo Arena

Caystin Forrest

Evant High School
Parents name: Clabe & 
Brandie Forrest
Clubs: FFA, NHS, FCA, 
Student Counsil, UIL
Sports: Football, 
Basketball, Track, Golf; 
Academic All State 
Honorable Mention in 
Football and Basketball
Favorite teacher: Deborah 
Shuler
Favorite subject: History
Plans after graduation: 
Attending Tarleton 
University for electrical 
engineering.

Cason Ingram
Evant High School
Parents name: Rocky & 
Jennifer Ingram
Clubs: Student Council; 
National Honor Society; 

UIL One Act Play - District 
Best Performer Award, 
Bi-District All Star Cast; 
Senior Class Treasurer; 
Freshman Class President; 
FFA; Yearbook Staff - 
Social Media Editor
Sports: Varsity Football, 
4 years, 1st Team All-
District Utility Player, 1st 
Team Academic All-State; 
Varsity Basketball, 4 years, 
2nd Team All-District, 1st 
Team Academic All-State; 
Track, 3 years, Area & 
Regional Qualifier
Favorite teacher: My 
mom - who is also my 
Superintendent
Favorite subject: Math
Plans after graduation: 
I will be attending Texas 
A&M University to major 
in business marketing. 

I will also be sitting for 
the Texas Real Estate 
Licensing Exam this 
summer after completing 
this program of study at 
EHS.

Aubrey Kelley
Parents name: Chris and 
Heather McGilvray
School name: Evant ISD
Clubs: UIL, NHS; UT 
OnRamps, Dual Credit; UIL 
One Act Play
Sports: Tennis, Basketball
Plans after graduation: 
I plan to attend Tarleton 
State University for an 
elementary education 
degree.

Christian Malone
Evant High School
Parents name: Crys 

Malone
Sports: Football, golf
Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Garland
Favorite subject: Spanish
Plans after graduation: 
I plan to go to TSTC in 
Waco for welding for a 
masters certificate

Kate McGilvray
Evant High School
Parents name: Kelley 
Mersinger & Chris 
McGilvray
Clubs: National 
Honor Society; UIL 
Academics(District 
Champion); Gifted& 
Talented program; UT 
OnRamps and Dual Credit 
programs
Sports: Cross country 
running

Favorite teacher: Mrs. 
Gandy, Mrs. Garland, Mrs.
Bosse, Mrs. Shuler,Mr. 
Newby
Favorite subject: Art
Plans after graduation: 
Major in psychology at 
Mary Hardin Baylor, minor 
in art, attain a master’s 
degree in art therapy after 
bachelor’s degree, and 
become an art therapist.

Kayleigh Vaughn
Evant High School
Parents name: Rhonda 
Vaughn
Favorite teacher: Deborah 
Shuler
Plans after graduation: 
Gap year and then college

Evant Independent
School District

#EvantProud
P.O. Box 339 Phone: (254) 471-5536
Evant, TX 76525 Fax: (254) 471-5629



Mattingley Dixon
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Jeb and Tara 
Dixon
Clubs: Beta Club Member; 
Student Advisory Member; 
Mentor for the Tiger Cub 
Club; FCA Huddle Leader; 
Valedictorian
Sports: Varsity Basketball, 
Volleyball, Track, and Golf. 
- 2021 Basketball Newcomer 
of the year; 2022 and 2023 
Basketball 1st team all district; 
2024 Basketball Offensive MVP; 
2022 Volleyball Co-offensive 
MVP; 2023 Volleyball Overall 
MVP; 2023 and 2024 Golf 
District Champion; 2023 and 
2024 Golf Regional Runner-up; 
2022, 2023, and 2024 Golf State 
Qualifier; 2021, 2022, and 2023 
Area Track Qualifier; Greater 
Texas Ford Dealers- November 
1A Female Athlete of the Month
Favorite teacher: Mr. Lowe
Favorite subject: Math
Plans after graduation: I am 
attending Mclennan Community 
College to play golf. My plans 
are to pursue my degree in 
nursing and become a labor and 
delivery nurse, and ultimately 
work my way towards being a 
neonatal nurse practitioner.

Johnny Gomez
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Johnny and 
Elaine Gomez
Clubs: FFA 9 years, Vice 
President; Ag Mechanics 4 years, 
Exhibitor, Tractor Tech, Reserve 
grand champion Heifer at CCYF 
2024, 1st place Heifer at Heart 
of Texas Fair; Tiger Cub Club – 
Mentor, 1 year
Sports: Varsity Football 4 
years, Team Captain, All state 
Utility back, 1A state runner 
up team; Varsity Basketball 4 
years, District , Bi-district and 
area champions, Team Member; 
Varsity Track 4 years, Regional 
qualifier, state alternate for the 
4x100 relay, Team Member; 
Varsity Baseball 2 years, Team 
Member, District champions 
2024, 1st team all district 
outfield 2023; Cross Country 
2 years, Team Member; Golf 

1 year, District runner up 
team, regional qualifiers, Team 
Member
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Fisher
Favorite subject: Ag. Mech
Plans after graduation: I will be 
attending TSTC to study auto 
mechanics. I plan to own my 
own auto shop in the future.

Joel Gonzalez
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Jorge and 
Esmeralda Gonzalez
Clubs: FFA for 1 Year
Sports: Football got first team 
all-state defensive end; Track
Favorite teacher: Mr Wright
Favorite subject: Science
Plans after graduation: Going to 
TSTC to become an electrician

Ashton Hooker
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Sheila and Roy 
Hooker
clubs: FFA 6 years In FFA I 
showed a goat this year and the 
past two years I participated in 
Ag mechanics . I built a bench 
last year and this year I built 
a gate. And my freshman year 
I was in horse judging. My 
freshman year I
Sports: Cross Country 2 years, 
Football 3 years, Baseball 1 
year went to state in football 
and went to regionals in cross 
country.
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Johnson
Favorite subject: Ag mechanics
Plans after graduation: I plan 
to attend TSTC for electrical 
construction.

Dylan Hooker
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Roy and Sheila 
Hooker
Clubs: FFA Officer; Tiger cub 
(big brother program)
Sports: Baseball 2nd team All 
district Infielder; Football 2nd 
team All district Special teams; 
Football 2nd team All district 
Wide Receiver; Football 2nd 
team All district Linebacker
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Johnson
Favorite subject: Agriculture
Plans after graduation: Go to 
work for Brandt then attend 

college at MCC

Cash Lee
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Brent Lee and 
Jennifer Beck
Clubs: FFA for 3 years
Sports: Football, all state 
defensive end and tight end, ran 
track and made it to regionals 
2 out of the 3 years, played 
baseball and basketball.
Favorite teacher: Mr. Wright
Favorite subject: History
Plans after graduation: I plan 
to attend TSTC to acquire an 
associates degree in diesel 
mechanics

Ian Philipp
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Kari & Cody 
Philipp
Sports: Baseball, Basketball, 
Football
Favorite teacher: Mrs. Nichols
Favorite subject: English
Plans after graduation: 
Continuing my business in 
private party vehicle sales and 
working on wind turbines

Charolette Ritchie
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Teresa Vandiver
Clubs: -Beta Club- sophomore 
year to senior year
Sports: -Basketball- Honorable 
Mention; Volleyball; Track- Area; 

Cross Country
Favorite teacher: Mr. Lowe
Favorite subject: Math
Plans after graduation: After 
graduating, I plan to attend 
Tarleton University to pursue 
a career in nursing. I’ve been 
interested in nursing ever since 
I was a little girl. It interests 
me because the ability to help 
someone or even save someone 
brings me ambition. I hope to 
reach my goals and succeed well 
in entering this big world.

Hunter Walter
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Mike and Julie 
Walter
Clubs: Tiger Club; Student 
Advisory
Sports: Baseball MVP pitcher; 
Football 2nd team all state and 
1st team all district; Basketball 
1st team all district; Golf State 
Qualifier
Favorite teacher: Mr. Wright
Favorite subject: Math
Plans after graduation: I plan 
to attend Schreiner University 
and play baseball and study 
something in the agriculture 
field.

Landon Williamson
Oglesby High School
Parents name: Larry and Alana 
Williamson
Clubs: National Honor Society 

member 22-23, Beta Club 
Member 23-24, FCA Leader/ 
Member 22-24, Tiger Club 
Counselor 23-24
Sports: Football- Honorable 
Mention Academic All-State 
Team, Presidential Honor 
Academic Award, Academic 
All-District, 1st Team All 
District Wide Receiver, 1st 
Team Al-District Utility Player, 
All-Region 1st Team Wide 
Receiver, All Region 1st Team 
Cornerback, 1st Team All-State 
Wide Receiver. Basketball- 
District 25 MVP. Track- 2x State 
4x1 Qualifier 2x 4x1 Regional 
Champion
Favorite teacher: Coach Helms
Favorite subject: English
Plans after graduation: I plan on 
playing college football at UMHB 
and studying English.
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Kasen BankheadKasen Bankhead

I am very proud of you!!
Love, GaGa

Congratulations on 
your graduation,

Class of 24!

Oglesby
Independent School District

Excellence • Respect • Integrity

125 College Ave, Oglesby, TX 76561     (254) 456-2271

Aiden
Deskins

Mattingley
Dixon

Johnny
Gomez III

Joel
Gonzalez

Addison
Hamilton

Ashton
Hooker

Dylan
Hooker

Cash
Lee

Cash
McKown

Ian
Philipp

Charolette
Ritchie

Hunter
Walter

Landon
Williamson

OGLESBY
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We help support individuals suffering from 
abuse-related and life-controlling issues through 

resources, support groups and classes. 

For donation and volunteer information, call (254) 651-3600.
904 E Leon Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

info@righteousroots.org

Praise Jesus, You Did It!
Congratulations to the Class of 2024! 

120 Reno Road, Gatesville, TX 76528
midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Master Lic. No. 42617

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX
Tyler Powell

254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

CCOONNGGRRAATTSS
to the 

Class of 2024!

Staff Reports

The roles of the valedictorian and 
salutatorian at Gatesville High School for 
the class of 2024 have been announced 
and were given to two students who have 
earned their way to the top of their class.

Olivia Walker has been announced as 
the valedictorian for the class of 2024. 
She has a 4.522 grade point average 
(GPA) and is the daughter of Summer and 
Jonathan Walker.

She is a member of the National Honor 
Society and a varsity tennis player as 
well. She has been on the varsity tennis 
team since her sophomore year and has 
taken the role of team captain this year. 
Her honors include Tennis MVP, Hornet 
Radio Player of the Week, Outstanding 
Student Award in On Ramps U.S. History, 
and Exchange Club Student of the Week.

She has committed to the University of 
Texas at Austin for a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry with a Forensic Lab Technician 
certificate and plans to become a forensic 
technician.

Barrett Boyd has been announced as 
the salutatorian for the class of 2024. 
She has a 4.418 GPA and is the daughter 
of Dusty and Jennifer Boyd and has two 

brothers, Braxton and Hez.
Boyd has held the following leadership 

positions including Senior Class 
President, Student Council member, 
Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Junior 
Ambassador, GEAR UP Youth Congress, 
and PAL’s. She is a four-year varsity 
letterman and state qualifier in track 
and field, a three-year letterman and 
senior captain in volleyball, and a two-
year letterman in soccer. She has earned 
the following honors including TGCA 
All State Academic Elite Team, 1st Team 
All District in soccer, Second Team All 
District in volleyball, fifth place in pole 
vault at state, MVP three years in a row 
for track and field, Outstanding Student 
of the Year in multiple classes, Most 
Outgoing PAL, and was awarded the 
PAL’s scholarship.

She will be attending the United States 
Air Force Academy this fall where she 
will be majoring in Biology and be a part 
of their track and field team. Following 
her time at the academy, she plans 
on attending medical school to be an 
anesthesiologist in the United States Air 
Force.

For further details, contact Gatesville 
High School at 254-865-8281.

GHS presents 2024 valedictorian and salutatorian

Top: Olivia Walker, Gatesville High 
School Valedictorian for the class of 
2024.

Right: Barrett Boyd, Gatesville High 
School Salutatorian for the class of 
2024.
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Bible Study Sundays at 9:45 am
First service at 8:15 a.m.
Second service at 11:00 a.m.

1506 W. Main St. Gatesville
Church (254) 865-8495

Pre-school (254) 248-0041

Trinity Baptist Church
SAM CROSBY, PASTOR

But seek ye first
the kingdom of 
God, and His 
righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto 
you. –Matthew 6:33

Congratulations, Class of 2024!
May God Bless you along your journey.

Womens’ & Children’s Clothing
Designer T-Shirts • Shoes • Jeans

Designer Ball Caps • Jewelry
Purses & Duffle Bags

Skinny Syrups
Home & Car Fragrances

Congratulations, Class of 2024!

Sean,
Congratulations on your 

accomplishment!!! We wish you 
all the best in the future!!! 

Nathan,
Congratulations!!! We wish 

you all the best and know you’re 
gonna do great things.

Matti,
We are so proud of you and 
know that great things are in 
store!!! Congratulations!! 

SEAN AGUILAR MATTI MANN NATHAN ELLIOTT

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SERVICE • INSTALLATION

REFRIGERATION
Servicing All Brands in Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

WAY TO GO, GRADUATES!

Service in hours, not days! 
Call us for all your A/C and heating needs:

www.schumansair.com

254-499-0054
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Congratulations 
to

Raylie Raylie 
SnivelySnively

and the 
Class of 2024!

Mon.-Fri. 10:30 AM- 2 PM

CONG RATULATIONS GRADUATES

Tim Beck’s Maytag
Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville, TX 76528
Sales & Delivery: (254) 865-5705

CONGRATULATIONS, 
CORAL BRYANT!

WWW.BECKSAPPLIANCE.COM

We’re so We’re so 
proud of you!proud of you!

Love,Love,
Mom & DadMom & Dad

and Timand Tim

Class of Class of 
20242024
********

Daughter Daughter 
of Clark of Clark 
& Nancy & Nancy 
BurnsBurns

SP
OR

TS



Larry Riddle

254-248-2205
Joyce McAdams

254-248-4318

R&M FENCING
AND DOZING

Barbed Wire • Custom Pipe Fencing

Entryways • Corrals

Residential • Game Fencing • Solar Gates

Barns • Dozing • Metal Buildings

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE:

Need Quick Cash?
We’ll Buy Your Gold & Silver

Coins, Jewelry, Etc.

Robert L. Berry
512-810-1002

DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., an Ebay store
serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas

Congratulations

714 E. Leon St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Open Mon.-Fri., 9-5 
and Saturday, 9-1

1910 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX 76528 254-865-7333

Congratulations,Congratulations,  

Class ofClass of
2024!2024!

Roger MillerRoger Miller
Coryell County JudgeCoryell County Judge

Hats Off!!

Your hard work 
has paid off. 



HATS OFF TO THE 
GRADUATES OF

2024

CALL TODAY TO SUBSCRIBE 
OR ADVERTISE

254-865-5212
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