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Love. Service. Example.

Upon investigation, it was 
discovered that the two did 
not die during an epidemic 
or any other health misfor-
tune but died in a horrible 
tragedy that sent shock 
waves throughout the state 
and especially in the small 
town of Gatesville.

Gatesville High School 
classmates James Walker, 
age 23, and Willis Murray, 
age 18, would be thrust into 
the spotlight due to a tragic 
accident that claimed their 
lives, as well as eight others.

Both young men gradu-
ated from Gatesville High 
School in 1924, and both 
continued their education 
together at Baylor. The 
two were promising young 
athletes in high school, and 
when they entered college, 
both landed positions on 

the Baylor Basketball team.
It was on the morning 

of January 22, 1927, that 
Baylor’s basketball team 
began their journey by bus 
for Austin to play the Uni-
versity of Texas that night. 
Coach Ralph Wolf was 
taking his team to play in 
what was considered to be 
a crucial game in the Bears’ 
race for the 1927 Southwest 
Conference championship. 
The game would never take 
place.

It was reported that rain 
had been pouring down in 
Central Texas that day. The 
vision of the chartered bus 
driver was limited as rain 
and debris sprayed across 
the windshield of the bus as 
they approached a railroad 

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

Early voting for the 
Nov. 7 election begins on 
Monday, Oct. 23. Here’s ev-
erything you need to know 
about what will appear on 
your local ballot.  

Along with the 14 
proposed amendments 
sent by Texas lawmak-
ers, Gatesville’s ballot will 
include a voter-approval 
tax rate election that will 
appear under Proposition 
A, as well as local races for 
Gatesville City Council and 
Gatesville ISD board seats. 

The deadline to register 
to vote ended on Oct. 10. 
Early voting begins the 
week of Oct. 23 and ends 
on Nov. 3. 

Proposition A 
Following an anticipated 

decline in school funding, 
Gatesville ISD will ask vot-
ers on Nov. 7 to give three 
pennies back to the district 
for a school tax rate of 
$0.8992 per $100 of a 
home’s valuation.

The Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER) funds 
distributed to schools for 
COVID relief will end this 
year, causing a loss of ap-
proximately $3.8 million 
for the school district. 
According to the Texas 
Tribune, state legislatures 
have drafted a bill to 
increase funding for public 
education, but Gov. Greg 

Abbott will not add the 
bill to his special session 
agenda unless lawmakers 
approve a school voucher 
program that helps 
families pay for private 
schools.   

Currently, the school tax 
rate has been compressed 
by 19 cents, one of the 
largest tax rate compres-
sions the school district 
has witnessed. Voting for 
Proposition A will allocate 
three of those pennies 
back to the school for a 
total compression of 16 
cents.

“For one thing, GISD is 
the second biggest employ-
er in town, and so we have 
a lot of jobs,” said Gates-
ville ISD Superintendent 
Barrett Pollard. “The fund-
ing would help us retain 
people. We’ve already lost 
some positions through 
attrition, so that money 
would really help us keep 
functioning.”

Even with the school 
district receiving those 
three pennies, the tax rate 
is still lower by 10.85%. 
Pollard adds that, over the 
past five years, the school 
tax rate has decreased by 
34 cents.

“Basically, it (the tax 
rate) compressed by 19 
cents, but if they gave 
three of the cents back to 
us it would just go down 
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A monument at Baylor University honoring the memory of 10 students, known as the Immortal Ten, who died in a tragic accident near Aus-
tin on Jan. 22, 1927. Two of those students, Willis Murray and James Walker, were from Gatesville.

Side by side
BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

W
alking through the Gatesville City 
Cemetery, one may notice the iden-
tical tombstones of two young men 
buried side by side who died on the 

same date. 

BY KAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

For military veterans who 
suffer from service-related 
injuries or post-traumatic 
stress disorder, a service 
dog can provide emotional 
and physical support as 
well as improve their daily 
lives. 

On Oct. 13, Patriot PAWS 
and the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) 
held a special ceremony 
that paired five veterans 
with their forever friend. 
The celebration is held 
after months of training 

sessions, where veterans 
work with different service 
dogs before the organiza-
tion pairs them with their 
perfect match. 

“It’s hard not to settle on 
one dog because you don’t 
know yet, but then you get 
matched with the dog who 
is going to be your battle 
buddy,” said David Carras-
co, a U.S Army veteran who 
matched with his service 
dog, Matrix. “I know this is 
just the start of the journey 
with Patriot PAWS.”

Patriot PAWS is a regional 
organization that provides 

fully-trained service dogs 
to veterans at no cost. As 
part of the organization’s 
prison training program, 
the Matching Day celebra-
tion took place at the TDCJ 
Dr. Lane Murray Unit. The 
aim of the program is to 
teach incarcerated individ-
uals how to properly train 
service dogs, providing 
them with valuable skills 
and future career opportu-
nities.

While the program 
changes the lives of veter-
ans, it also provides those 
who are incarcerated with 

an opportunity to give back 
to the community. 

“It’s a win-win situation 
to watch the change in the 
inmates’ lives and what 
they’re doing for the veter-
ans,” said Audrey England, 
senior warden of the Dr. 
Lane Murray Unit. “To be 
a part of that makes every 
hard day good just to be 
able to give back.”

Patriot PAWS partners 
with two TDCJ units in 
Gatesville and one unit 
in Fairfield, Texas for its 

Veterans match with their forever friend 
in Patriot PAWS and TDCJ ceremony 
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The Matching Day ceremony is an emotional and exciting day for veterans who learn which service dog they will take home after gradua-
tion.

PLEASE SEE PAWS | A12

Gatesville residents 
can vote on state 
propositions, local 
tax rates in election
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crossing in Round Rock. 
Rapidly approaching from 
the west was the Sunshine 
Special, a northbound pas-
senger train. The train was 
running behind schedule, 
resulting in the engineer 
increasing the speed of 
the train to sixty miles 
per hour. As the train ap-
proached the crossing, the 
engineer blew its whistle. 
It was later said that no 
one on the bus heard the 
whistle.

Newspaper accounts of 
the accident report that the 
driver of the bus was driv-
ing about 25 or 30 miles 
per hour. As the driver 
approached the crossing, 
after seeing the fast-moving 
train coming towards them, 
he made a desperate at-
tempt to avoid a collision 
by swerving the bus to one 
side but couldn’t make it. 
The train struck the bus 
about one-third of the way 
across the rails, causing the 
bus to break up in “scores 
of pieces.” Ten of the 
twenty-two passengers were 
killed – including Gates-
ville’s James Walker and 
Willis Murray. The team was 
only about 20 miles from 
their destination.

Gruesome accounts about 
the remains of the victims 
appeared in newspapers 
state-wide, as well as 

nationally. Many reports 
indicated that some of 
those killed were “no longer 
recognizable” following the 
horrific crash.

The bodies of the Gates-
ville victims, Walker and 
Murray, were shipped from 
morgues in the Round Rock 
area back to Wilkirson and 
Hatch Funeral Home in 
Waco and then transported 
back to their hometown of 
Gatesville.

James S. Walker, known 
as “Tuff” during his high 
school years, played on the 
basketball team and was the 
star track man for running 
distance in high school. 
Being a successful athlete 
opened the door for him to 
attend Baylor. Walker came 
from a large and modest 
family. He had four older 
brothers and two younger 
sisters. At the time of his 
death, he was classed as a 
Junior at Baylor where he 
was studying business ad-
ministration and commerce 
and would have received 
his B.B.A. degree in just 
five months following the 
accident. Some described 
Walker as a friendly, but a 
quiet young man.

Willis Murray’s interest in 
basketball came from his 
close friendship and admi-
ration of Walker while they 
were students at Gatesville 
High School. After entering 
Baylor at the age of 16, Mur-
ray played on the freshman 
basketball team. While at 

Baylor, he was described as 
being a very “personable” 
student. Murray had four 
siblings and was raised 
on a farm just a few miles 
outside of Gatesville. Willis 
E. Murray was 18 years old 
when he was killed in the 
accident. He played guard 
on the Baylor basketball 
team. He was also classed 
as a Junior and was com-
pleting work toward a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
and a law degree.  He was 
scheduled to graduate in 
June of 1928.

Walker and Murray were 
close friends in high school 
and at Baylor. Upon their 
tragic deaths, their families 
decided to have a com-
bined funeral service for 
the young men at the First 
Baptist Church in Gatesville 
where local pastors and 
Baylor professors reflected 
on their short lives. Six 
students and friends from 
Baylor acted as pallbearers. 
Following the service, which 
had an overflow crowd of 
hundreds, the friends were 
buried side-by-side in the 
Gatesville City Cemetery. 
Their families would later 
erect matching tombstones 
for them along with at-
tached photos. 

Shortly after the tragedy, 
the teammates who were 
killed became known as the 
“Immortal Ten” at Baylor. 
Their story is told each year 
to freshmen students enter-
ing the university and at 

homecoming. Students then 
participate in a candlelight  
ceremony in remembrance 
of those whose young lives 
were lost.

At the capital in Austin, 
the tragedy caused the 
re-evaluation of railway 
safety and with it came the 
origination of railway over-
passes in the state of Texas. 
Eight years following the 
accident, Mays Street Bridge 
in Round Rock opened over 
the scene of the accident 
and became the first railway 
overpass in the state.

In 2017, ninety years after 
the fatal accident, the City 
of Round Rock hosted a cer-
emony to dedicate the over-
pass to the newly named 
“Immortal Ten Bridge.” The 
bridge, originally built in 
1935, was updated with 
green and gold striping to 
honor those Baylor students 
who were killed.

In 2007, renowned west-
ern sculptor, Bruce Greene, 
assisted crews as they in-
stalled a stunning life-sized 
monument of the Immortal 
Ten on the Baylor campus. 
Among the bronze statues 
are figures of James Walker 
and Willis Murray – both of 
which were immortalized in 
the history of the univer-
sity. 

Ninety-six years after 
the fatal accident the two 
young men remain side-by-
side in their hometown of 
Gatesville.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Headstones of two of 10 Baylor students who died in a tragic accident near Austin on Jan. 22, 1927.  Willis Murray and James Walker, both 
from Gatesville, were buried next to each other at the Gatesville City Cemetery following a double funeral at First Baptist Church.
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16 cents, so it’s still a tax 
deduction if they vote for 
it,” Pollard said. 

For every $1 given to 
Gatesville ISD by local 
taxpayers the state will 
give $3 to the district, 
generating approximately 
1.3 million in additional 
funding for the school. 
Pollard said this funding 
will allow the school to 
address issues such as 
increasing teacher salaries, 
providing new chrome 
books for students, repair-
ing school HVAC systems, 
and replacing broken air 
conditioning on the school 
buses. 

Coryell County Tax 
Assessor Collector Justin 
Carothers said the cur-
rent tax bill residents 
have received in the mail 
already includes the 
three pennies, as well as 
a property tax reduction 
listed under proposition 
4, which increases the 
homestead exemption for 
homeowners from $40,000 
to $100,000. 

“The tax bill currently 
that we sent them is with 
the three cents on it,” 
Carothers said. “So, if the 
proposition fails, they’ll 
get a new tax bill with 
86 cents rather than 89 
cents.” 

City Council 
Three city council seats 

are up for re-election this 
year. There is only one 
opposing race for one of 
those seats. Two candi-
dates, Leo Corona and 
Lewis Aaron Smith, are 
running for the seat of 
Ward 1, Place 1. 

Two incumbents, Mer-
edith Rainer and Greg 
Casey, have filed for re-
election. 

Read more about the 
Gatesville City Council 
Race at www.gatesvillem-
essenger.com. 

Gatesville ISD 
Gatesville ISD school 

board has three seats up 
for re-election this Novem-
ber. 

Three incumbents, 

Charles Ament, Jimmie 
Ferguson, and Calvin Ford 
have filed for re-election. 
In addition, Loyd Hopson 
and Jeff Coward have filed 
applications as candidates 
for a spot on the board. 

Voters can choose up to 
three names on the ballot. 

Read more about Gates-
ville ISD school board 
election at www.gatesvil-
lemessenger.com. 

State propositions
Texans can decide the 

fate of 14 state constitu-
tional amendments that 
address a variety of issues, 
including:

• Protecting a person’s 
rights to engage in gener-
ally accepted farming and 
ranching practices 

• A tax exemption for 
child-care facilities and 
medical and biomedical 
products  

• Prohibiting lawmakers 
from imposing a tax based 
on wealth 

• Raising the homestead 
exemption from $40,000 
to $100,000

• Funds to support 
university research, water 
projects, electric power 
grids, and broadband 
infrastructure  

• Providing a cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment for retired 
teachers 

• Increasing the manda-
tory retirement age for 
state judges from 75 to 79 

• Creation and improve-
ment of state parks 

Two of the proposed 
amendments address 
issues specific to El Paso 
and Galveston counties. 

Carothers encourages 
voters to do their research 
before hitting the ballot 
box. 

“This is our Texas 
constitution – it’s the laws 
that govern the state of 
Texas,” he said. “Anytime 
a legislature wants to 
amend that, it’s our duty 
and responsibility to make 
our voice heard.” 

The full list of proposed 
amendments, sample bal-
lots, and Coryell County 
voting locations and times 
can be found at coryell-
countytax.com/elections. 

VOTE
FROM PAGE A1



As a youngster, I can re-
member dad bringing home 
his paycheck and handing 
it to my mother. She would 
take the income and divide 
it up by the things which 
had to be paid. The biggest 
items were rent, utilities, 
food, and transportation 
expenses (car payment, 
oil changes, new tires, and 
repairs). She would set out 
enough money to cover 
those expenses, and then 
take what was left over to 
make allocations for cloth-
ing, savings, and entertain-
ment. By the time she got 
through with the list, there 
was little left over for frills 
or casual expenses. 

The Houston house did 
not go out to dinner while 
there was perfectly good 
food at home to eat. We did 

not go to the movies, unless 
it was the drive-in where 
the carload could enter for 
$5, and we always brought 
our own drinks and pop-
corn from home. Clothes 
were bought for their 
practicality and utility, not 
for their fashion statement, 
or the name of the designer.

We were not poor. We 
were middle class, and my 
folks wanted to be able to 
send their kids to college 
and have funds for retire-
ment when they finally quit 
work. They were conserva-
tive, and practical, and used 
their head in distinguish-
ing what was truly needed, 
as opposed to what was 
desired or convenient.

This past week, the dash-
board on my car started 
flashing a warning that 

three of my tires were low 
on air. With the sudden 
seasonal weather change 
occurring, I knew I had not 
run over a handful of nails, 
but rather it was the tem-
perature change which had 
caused the pressure to drop 
in the tires. 

There are long-ago recol-
lections of pulling into a 
full-service gas station, 
and while the gas was be-
ing pumped, an attendant 
would check the oil and 
water, wash the windshield, 
and check the tire pressure 
in all the tires. As a young 
boy, sitting in the backseat, 
I would observe the gas 
station employee running 
around the car to accom-
plish all his tasks before the 
pump turned off. It was a 
fascinating process to ob-
serve and very impressive.

Nowadays, if there are 
any full-service stations, 
I do not know where they 
are. We all pump our own 

gas, and, if we are lucky, 
there is a squeegee located 
on the service island to 
wash our dirty windshield. 
Few places have an air 
compressor to add air to 
your tires. If they do, it is 
located at a distant edge 
of the business, and there 
is a fee. Not sure the last 
time I needed to add air to 
my tires, but if my memory 
serves me right, the coin 
machine attached to the 
air compressor charged 
50 cents. When I pulled up 
to the station this week, I 
learned the price had been 
raised to two dollars! Yes, 
two dollars for air!

When I saw the price, I 
stopped in my tracks. Then 
I thought, wait a minute. 
The people who own the 
station had to buy a com-
pressor, keep it maintained 
and operational, and have it 
available for when I pulled 
up. That would cost a lot of 
money, and, as a business-

man, I could understand 
the need to recapture that 
expense. Maybe two dollars 
is not an unreasonable fee?

On the other hand, I knew 
I had a small compressor in 
my garage that could air up 
my tires. It would require 
me to dig it out from be-
hind the assortment of junk 
which fills that building, 
and then drag it out to my 
car. In doing so, I would 
save two dollars. 

A part of me said, “Heck, 
you are already at a pump, 
go ahead and spend the 
two dollars, you tight-
wad. Afterall, my time is 
worth something. Get this 
over with and move on to 
something else.” On the 
other hand, I could feel my 

dad’s hand on my shoulder, 
saying, “Can’t you do this at 
home?”

I left the station, drove 
home, dug the air com-
pressor out of the garage, 
and aired up my tires. No, 
I did not go to Starbucks 
and spend six dollars on a 
cup of coffee to celebrate! 
A penny saved is a penny 
earned.

Thought for the day: 
Don’t buy things you can’t 
afford with money you 
don’t have to impress 
people you do not like.

Until next time...I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out

sam@hcnews.com
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Say hello to our neighbor, 

Barrett Pollard!
Barrett is the Superintendent at Gatesville Indepen-

dent School District and has worked within the school 
system since 2016. The most enjoyable part of his job 
is getting to interact with kids each day. He has spent 
his whole life living in Gatesville and likes the fact that 
the people are kind and generous, along with sup-
porting troops, teachers, and any initiative to help the 
needy.

Barrett enjoys reading The Gatesville Messenger each 
week because of the great stories about students and 
staff.

If you happen to see Barrett around town, say hello! 
He is one of us!

COURTESY PHOTO

Barrett Pollard

Folksaround town

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

 Spending Money on Thin Air

Sponsored by

KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Police Patrol Lieutenant Georg Cleverley,  Texas Ranger Jake Burson and Nathan Gohlke, Exchange Club member and former 
Gatesville Chief of Police, all pose at a recent appreciation breakfast. Hosted by the Gatesville Exchange Club, the annual breakfast hon-
ors law enforcement, EMS workers, and first responders. 

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated colum-
nist and newspaper executive. He is 
also an author, playwright, actor, and                         
entertainment producer/promoter.

T
here was a time, not that long ago, when 
people seemed to be more concerned 
about how they spent their money.

OUR MISSION: The Gatesville Messenger shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation of information that educates,  
enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.

(ISSN-08944954)    |    P.O. Box 799, Gatesville, TX 76528    |    116 South 6th St., Gatesville, Texas 76528  |  254-865-5212
The Gatesville Messenger is published every  Saturday by Messenger Publishing Co. Inc., Periodical class postage paid at Gatesville, TX 76528.

Publisher

SAM HOUSTON
sam@hcnews.com

General Manager

JANICE VELASQUEZ
ad2@gatesvillemessenger.com

DEADLINES:
Submit all news articles,  

classifieds and display advertising by 
10am Tuesday for the Saturday issue. 

Articles about events that have 
occurred 30 days prior to submission 

will not be accepted. However, they 
will be accepted as paid advertise-
ments. 

All articles and advertisments 
must meet our standards and 
newspaper format as determined by 
management.

The Gatesville Messenger  
is not responsible for copy  
omission, typographical error or any 
unintentional error other than to 
publish a correction.

BYKAYLEE DUSANG
Staff Writer

The Gatesville Exchange 
Club invited a member of 
the Texas Rangers to give 
an educational presenta-
tion at their annual appre-
ciation breakfast for law 
enforcement, EMS workers, 
and first responders. 

Members from local law 
enforcement and first re-
sponse agencies attended 
the meeting on Thursday, 
including Coryell Health 
EMS and the Gatesville 
Police Department. 

“One of the things that 
we like to do every year 
is have a breakfast just to 
show our appreciation for 
our law enforcement, our 
EMS, and our first respond-

ers,” said Nathan Gohlke, 
Exchange Club member 
and former Gatesville 
Chief of Police. 

Texas Ranger Jake Bur-
son spoke at the honorary 
breakfast this year. He has 
covered the Central Texas 
region since 2011 and has 
assisted Gatesville law 
enforcement with various 
cases. 

Before becoming a Texas 
Ranger, he had a career 
with the DPS narcotics 
division. 

“Jake brings lots of 
resources with him when 
he comes to the table and 
lots of experience,” Gohlke 
said. 

Burson discussed the 

history of the Texas Rang-
ers starting in 1823, as 
well as answered questions 
about his work with the 
agency and its responsibili-
ties today. 

“We’re celebrating our 
200th anniversary this 
year,” Burson said. 

The Texas Rangers lead 
investigations for various 
violent crimes, missing 
person cases, cold cases, 
and more. They often sup-
port local and federal law 
enforcement agencies with 
investigations.

“Our primary function 
today is to investigate 
major felonies and homi-
cides,” Burson said. 

The agency also su-

pervises several special 
sections and programs, 
such as border security, 
Sexual Assault Kit Initia-
tive (SAKI), and special 
operations groups. 

Burson also discussed 
how labs used for evidence 
have advanced, which has 
allowed them to uncover 
older, unsolved homicide 
cases. 

“Five years ago, we 
would not have thought we 
could do that,” he said. 

The Gatesville Exchange 
Club meets every Thursday 
at Junction on Route 36 for 
breakfast at 7 a.m.

Texas Ranger speaks at annual Exchange Club 
breakfast for law enforcement, first responders   
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Whatever happened to...

BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Meals on Wheels is 
currently in need of local 
volunteer drivers. Meals 
on Wheels is a federally 
funded program for older 
adults who are home-
bound, unable to prepare a 
meal, don’t drive, and have 
no one to cook for them.

The program provides 
home-delivered nutritious 
meals to seniors in the 
community, which allows 

them to remain living in 
their own homes.

The volunteers are 
expected to deliver a meal 
while generally checking 
in with the clients to make 
sure they are doing well 
through a friendly greeting 
or small talk. 

Gatesville needs vol-
unteer drivers Monday 
through Friday with meals 
picked up at the Senior 
Center. There are four dif-
ferent routes in Gatesville, 

and each Wednesday a 
route to Hamilton is taken. 
Anywhere from 10 to 14 
clients are seen each day 
per route.

Volunteers must provide 
their own vehicles. 

To volunteer, contact the 
Senior Center Director Pam 
Rudolph at 254-865-8234.

The Gatesville Senior 
Center is located at 208 
North Lutterloh Ave. in 
Gatesville.

COURTESY PHOTO

 The Gatesville Volunteer Fire Department recently received a generous donation of bottled Gatorade 
to stay hydrated on calls. Pictured is Gatesville VFD Chief Billy Vaden with the donation provided by 
Mission Gatesville.

HYDRATION DONATION
The City Council, during 

its Tuesday evening meet-
ing, approved a profes-
sional services agreement 
with Bureau Veritas to 
conduct building inspec-
tions and plan review ser-
vices for the city. While the 
city will retain an in-house 
inspector, Bureau Veritas 
will assist when needed. 
This decision stemmed 
from the recent retirement 
of the city’s lead inspector, 
prompting the city to seek 
a third-party inspector. 
This new service can save 
the city approximately 

$100,000 annually.
By welcoming a third-

party firm to our team, 
we gain access to a pool 
of seasoned profession-
als with extensive experi-
ence, knowledge, and the 
required certifications 
for building inspections 
and plan reviews. Bureau 
Veritas is a global leader in 
quality assurance, health, 
safety, and environmental 
solutions, boasting over 
80,000 employees. Their 
staff has extensive experi-
ence across various proj-
ects, including educational, 
residential, commercial, 
industrial, and more. 
Bureau Veritas has estab-
lished well-recognized best 
practices and state-of-the-
art processes, consistently 
achieving a remarkable 
99 percent success rate in 
meeting review turnaround 
schedules. Some of these 
processes include:

-	 Comprehensive 
and formalized plan check 
procedures.

-	 An award-winning, 
web-based project tracking 
and control system.

-	 The use of elec-
tronic plan checks to save 
time, money, and paper.

Bureau Veritas currently 
provides building inspec-
tion and plan review ser-
vices for several jurisdic-
tions in the Waco/Austin 
area, including but not 
limited to Bertram, Blanco, 
Brady, Crawford, Corsi-
cana, Dripping Springs, 
Florence, Hamilton, Harker 
Heights, Horseshoe Bay, 
Hutto, Johnson City, Lake-
way, Leander, Llano, Llano 
County, Lorena, Manor, 
Marble Falls, Marlin, Mc-
Gregor, McLennan County, 
Milam County, Pflugerville, 
Rice, Riesel, Robinson, 
Rogers, Salado, Teague, 
Volente, Waco, West, Whit-
ney, Williamson County, 
and more.

You will begin to see ve-
hicles in the city displaying 
the Bureau Veritas logo, as 
they serve as an extension 
of our staff, conducting 
building plan reviews and 
inspections.

Volunteer drivers neededCity of Gatesville to work 
with Bureau Veritas

BY SCOTT ALBERT
City Manager

20 YEARS AGO (2003)
Final plans were under-

way in preparation for 
the 3rd Annual Halloween 
Boozar.

A special dedication cer-
emony was held for the Dr. 
Lane Murray Unit’s Chapel 
of Hope.

Louis Scott Meharg was 
named the 2003 recipient 
of the Norris Graves Award.

Jennifer Botkin was 
crowned Gatesville High 
School’s homecoming 
queen.

Jonesboro Eagles domi-
nated Kopperl with a 75-30 
victory.

30 YEARS AGO (1993)
The Hornet Booster Club 

began holding a “Victory 
Breakfast” on Friday morn-
ings during football season, 
hoping it would become a 
tradition.

Tippit’s Western & Casual 
Wear was having a “Going 
out of Business” sale.

Webelos from Pack 277 
and Boy Scouts from Troop 

272 represented Gatesville 
at the Scout Camporee held 
at Texas Safari in Clifton.

The Coryell County Mu-
seum held its first “Coryell 
Market Place,” and it was a 
huge success.

Tommy Fadal and Mike 
Gatlin were Gatesville High 
School varsity football play-
ers of the week. 

40 YEARS AGO (1983)
Bryan Weathersbee was 

named youth and activities 
director at the First Baptist 

Church of Gatesville.
Janet Capella, Alisa Floyd, 

and Blyth Bannister were 
nominated for 1983 Gates-
ville High School homecom-
ing queen.

Jared Abbe, a 14-year-
old Gatesville High School 
freshman, won The Messen-
ger’s football contest.

Gatesville women golfers 
Louise Mathews, Yvonne 
Preston, and Pauline 
Tiebens won a three-woman 
scramble, nine-hole golf 
tournament at the Gates-

ville Country Club.
Gatesville Hornettes beat 

Mexia in volleyball, leav-
ing them with a 5-3 district 
record.

	
50 YEARS AGO (1973)
Hornet varsity coaches 

were Skeeter Edwards, 
Victor Prince, and David 
Ballauer.

Gatesville High School 
Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) were selling fruit for 
Christmas.

L.M. Wright was honored 

with a retirement party 
after working 25 years with 
Gulf States – United Tele-
phone Company.

Leaird’s Department Store 
celebrated its 75th anniver-
sary.

The Jaycee Wives pro-
vided a new sign over the 
Bridge-Tenth Streets en-
trance to Gatesville’s Raby 
Park.

Staff Reports

For those wish-
ing to honor a 
veteran in a special 
edition of the The 
Gatesville Messenger, 
photographs and 
information can either 
be submitted online at veterans@
gatesvillemessenger.com, or submitted in 
person at The Gatesville Messenger office 
located at 116 S. 6th Street.

Information to be included when sub-

mitting photos 
is the veteran’s 
name, branch 
of service, date 
of service, and 
rank.

The deadline for 
submitting photos will be Thursday, 

Oct. 26.
If you submitted a veteran’s photo to 

the newspaper last year, it will run again 
this year. The special edition for Veter-
an’s Day will appear in the newspaper on 
Saturday, Nov. 11.

A tribute to Veterans to appear 
in Gatesville Messenger

Vote  YES!
Please vote “YES” to Prop-

osition #9 on the General 
Election Ballot on Nov. 7, 
2023.

Proposition #9 would 
give TRS (Texas Retirement 
System of Texas) retirees a 
COLA (cost of living adjust-
ment). Over 70% of retirees 
have never received a COLA, 
the last being in 2004 that 

benefited only those retir-
ing before 2001.

Proposition 9 will NOT 
increase your taxes. The 
money was set aside by 
the Texas Legislature from 
sales tax revenue.

The COLA would benefit 
teachers, aides, bus drivers, 
cafeteria workers, etc., that 
made a difference in your 
community and in the lives 
of your children and grand-

children.
Please vote Proposition 

#9 with a “Yes” vote for TRS 
retirees.

Early voting begins on 
Oct. 23.

Respectfully,
Jo Ann Sugg, 

District 12, 
President of Texas Retired 

Teachers TRTA Coryell 
Retired School Personnel
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OCT. 21
HIDDEN GEM TO HOST 

HARVEST FESTIVAL OCT. 
21

This month on Oct. 21, 
Hidden Gem Family Center 
will host a Harvest Festi-
val at the Gatesville Civic 
Center from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Admission will be free, 
and there will be tickets 
for activities available to 
purchase.

Activities will include 
giant Jenga, face painting, a 
photo booth, best dressed 
pet palooza contest, food 
trucks, live music, bingo, 
popcorn, treasure in a hay-
stack, a cornbread cookoff, 
a cornhole tournament, 
goat roping, a chili cook off, 
axe throwing, a fall baking 
competition, and various 
vendors.

Goat roping will be held 
at 2 p.m. and will be open 
to all ages who are inter-
ested in participating. It 
will cost $20 for three-head 
and sign up will be on the 
day of the event. For more 
information, contact Don 
Jones for more information 
at 254-223-1210.

The cornhole tournament 
will begin at 10:30 a.m., and 
the check-in time will be 
at 10 a.m. To pre-register 
for the tournament, visit 
Hiddengemfamilycenter.org 
and click on “donate,” then 
add a note with the desig-
nated team name. Pre-regis-
tration will cost $40, and to 
sign up at the door will cost 
$50. This tournament will 
be a 50/50 payout, mean-
ing the team who wins will 
receive half of the amount 
raised with the other half to 
be donated to Hidden Gem 
Family Center.

To enter in the pet 
palooza costume contest, 
pre-register at Hiddengem-
familycenter.org and scroll 
down to “donate” and add 
$10, then add a note to 
your donation with your 
name, pet name, and pet 
size. The contest will be for 
small dogs up to 25 pounds 
and large dogs 26 pounds 
and up. There will be two 
categories, most creative 
and best owner look alike. 
Be sure to arrive at the 
show barn located at the 
Gatesville Civic Center by 
12:30 p.m. on the day of the 
event. The contest will be 
held from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the show barn.

A fall baking competition 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 
11 a.m. in the front room 
of the Civic Center. Catego-
ries will include apple pie, 
pecan pie, and pumpkin 
pie; cookies and bars; cakes, 
cupcakes, and muffins; and 
candies. The awards will 

commence at approximately 
12:30 p.m. in the main 
room of the Civic Center. 
For the forms and rules, or 
to register for the competi-
tion, visit Hiddengemfami-
lycenter.org and add $10 to 
the “donate” tab with a note 
attached.

The cornbread cookoff is 
open to adults and children 
with great prizes for first, 
second, and third place. The 
categories will include from 
scratch or specialty. The 
cookoff will cost $10 per 
entry. Be sure to pre-reg-
ister at Hiddengemfamily-
center.org and scroll down 
to “donate” and enter $10, 
then add a note with your 
name and type of entry. The 
entry forms and rules are 
posted on the website.

For more information, 
contact Jenny Featherston 
at 254-216-3160 or Julie 
Matthews at 254-206-0670.

The Gatesville Civic 
Center is located at 301 
Veterans Memorial Loop.

OCT. 22
HAY VALLEY BAPTIST 

CHURCH TO HOST FALL 
FESTIVAL OCT. 22

Hay Valley Baptist Church 
will hold its Fall Festival on 
Sunday, Oct. 22. The festi-
val will begin at 5:30 p.m.

There will be various ac-
tivities for the community 
to participate in such as a 
hayride, games, booths, and 
door prizes. 

A free meal will be pro-
vided by Hay Valley Baptist 

Church.
Be sure to dress up in a 

Halloween costume.
For more information, 

contact Hay Valley Baptist 
Church at 830-377-9846.

Hay Valley Baptist Church 
is located at 3110 Hay Val-
ley Road in Gatesville.

OCT. 28
ANNUAL HALLOWEEN 

CANDY MAZE AND FOOD 
DRIVE SLATED OCT. 28

The Halloween Candy 
Maze and Local Food 
Drive will be on Oct. 28, 
from 5 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
This year’s event will be 
sponsored by the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
post 8577, Barnard Beef 
Cattle Company, Liberators 
L.E.M.C, and Front Porch 
Realty.

Admission will be any 
canned or non-perishable 
food items, which will be 
donated to the Gatesville 
Care Center and to the 
Hidden Gem Family Care 
Center.

This year there will be 
animated props for the 
children to enjoy. The food 

drive will include a chil-
dren’s maze, adult/big kid 
scary maze, a train ride, 
and live actors.

The Halloween Candy 
Maze will be held at 1518 
Golf Course Road in Gates-
ville.

FBC OF GATESVILLE TO 
HOST FALL FESTIVAL OCT. 
28

The First Baptist Church 
of Gatesville will host a fall 
festival on Saturday, Oct. 28 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

The festival will include 
many various activities, 
such as a cake walk, music, 
a bounce house, games, 
popcorn, candy, crafts, and 
a chili cookoff. 

For more information, 
the First Baptist Church of 
Gatesville can be reached at 
254-865-2014.

The First Baptist Church 
of Gatesville is located at 
912 E. Main St.

GATESVILLE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST PRESENTS TRUNK 
OR TREAT OCT. 28

The Gatesville Church of 
Christ will host a Trunk or 
Treat on Saturday, Oct. 28, 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

This free event will take 
place in the church parking 
lot.

The Trunk or Treat will 
feature hot dogs, candy, 
games, and lots of fun in 
a safe environment. Be 
sure to wear a Halloween 
costume.

For further questions, 
contact the church office at 
254-865-2438. 

The Gatesville Church of 
Christ is located at 2417 E. 
Main Street.

LIVE OAK BAPTIST 
CHURCH TO HOLD FALL 
FESTIVAL OCT. 28

Live Oak Baptist Church 
will host a fall festival on 
Saturday, Oct. 28 from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

The festival will include 
many family-friendly ac-
tivities, including a trunk or 
treat, snacks, games, prizes, 
a train ride, and a bounce 
house.

For more information, 
contact Live Oak Baptist 
Church at 254-865-5681.

Live Oak Baptist Church 
is located at 113 FM 107 in 
Gatesville.

TRICK OR TREE DISC 
GOLF TOURNAMENT TO BE 
HELD OCT. 28

The Gatesville Parks and 
Recreation Department will 
host a Trick or Tree Disc 
Golf Tournament that will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 
28. Meet at the Gatesville 
City Pool at 9 a.m. to par-
ticipate in the tournament.

All players are welcome, 
including beginners, in-
termediate, and advanced. 
There are four different 
ways to win the tourna-
ment, such as closest to 
the pin, the longest drive, 
a costume contest, and the 
standings for each tourna-

ment played.
Disc golf is played like 

traditional golf, but with 
discs instead of balls and 
clubs. One throw is counted 
each time the disc is thrown 
and when a penalty is 
incurred. The goal is to 
play each hole in the fewest 
strokes possible. The hole 
is completed when the disc 
comes to rest in a disc golf 
basket.

For more information, 
visit www.TeamSideline.
com/GatesvilleTX.

The Gatesville City Pool is 
located at 300 S. 8th St.

OCT. 30
REHABLIVING AT THE 

MEADOWS TO HOST TINY 
TOTS COSTUME CONTEST 
OCT. 30

Coryell Health RehabLiv-
ing at the Meadows will 
host its annual Tiny Tots 
costume contest on Mon-
day, Oct. 30, from 3 p.m. to 
4 p.m.

Children up to five years 
of age can participate. 
There will be three prizes 
given out this year to first, 
second, and third places.

For more information, 
contact Coryell Health Re-
habLiving at 254-404-2500. 
The Meadows is located 
at 110 Chicktown Rd. in 
Gatesville.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, Oct. 21
6 PM-9 PM

At the Coryell City/Osage VFD
301 CR 255 in Coryell City - 10 miles East on FM 929

To Go: (254) 248-1177 • Info: (254) 230-8758

(Hushpuppies, coleslaw, potato salad, bread & drink)
$1200

FRIED FISH & ALL THE FIXINS’

DRAWING:
– Pit Boss Wood Pellet Grill –
$500 each OR $2000 for 6 tickets

Coryell City/Osage 
Volunteer Fire Dept.

FISH FRY
annual fundraiser

Adults $600Kids under 
12 y/o

Silent Auction

(Call after 5:30 PM to order)

SUNDAY, NOV. 5, 2023
Arts/Craft Vendors and Kids Activities begin at 11 AM

BBQ LUNCH AT 11:00 AM
$20 FOR ADULTS • $8 KIDS 8/UNDER

Activities Throughout The Day:
   Bake Sale  Petting Zoo                         Arts/Craft Vendors
Buffalo Train        General Store Food Vendors

Live Auction 1:00 PM • Jello Eating Contest 1:30 PM
Silent Auction ends at 2:30 PM, winners announced at 3:00 PM

Buffalo Drawing/Coloring Contest (ends at 2:00 PM, winners announced at 2:30 PM)

SIGN UP FOR DOOR PRIZES AT INFORMATION BOOTH: 
Boys/Girls Bikes; $50 Visa Gift Cards

Winners announced at 2:00 PM

Buffalo Stampede

Turnersville BBQ
and

Visit us at www.turnersvillestampede.com for more information

Staff Reports

Gatesville’s Boozaar is 
just around the corner and 
will be taking place on Sat-
urday, Oct. 28, from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., on the Coryell 
County Courthouse Square. 
The Boozaar is the com-
munity’s annual Halloween 
party on the square.

For more than 20 years, 
the Boozaar has provided 
Gatesville with a safe and 
free family Halloween expe-
rience. In the past, around 
70 businesses and organiza-
tions have participated to 
hand out candy and provide 
games for the children.

In 2000, the City of 
Gatesville, along with local 
businesses and organiza-
tions, came together to pro-
vide treat stops and game 
booths for kids of all ages. 
Now, a tradition within the 
community, the Boozaar 
is Gatesville’s most well-
attended event of the year.

Treat stops are business-
es located on the square 
of the Boozaar route. They 

will be handing out treats 
from the sidewalk in front 
of their business to kids as 
they make their way around 
the route. Treat stations 
are businesses that are 
not located downtown, but 
who set up booths around 
the square to provide free 
candy, games, and activities 
for families.

In addition, there will 
be a costume contest with 
categories for all ages. The 
costume contest will be 
hosted by the Gatesville 
Public Library and will take 
place at the Boozaar on the 
square. It will start prompt-
ly at 6:15 p.m. It moves 
fast, so contestants need to 
be on time, so they won’t 
miss their age category. 
Age categories will include 
newborn to 2-year-olds, 3- 
to 5-year-olds, 6- to 9-year-
olds, 10-to 12-year-olds, 
teen, adult, and family/
friends. Family/friends 
theme costumes must have 
a central idea (“Wizard of 
Oz,” “Flintstones,” etc.). No 
registration is necessary. 

Prizes will be awarded to 
first, second, and third 
place in each category.

There will be a Storybook 
Pumpkin Contest for the 
community to participate in 
as well. All entries must be 
submitted by Wednesday, 
Oct. 25, to the Gatesville 
Public Library. The con-
test will be one entry per 
person, and each pumpkin 
decorated must be based 
off a book character. No 
entry should exceed 24 
inches tall, or three pounds. 
There will be no carving 
of the pumpkins, but art 
supplies are permitted 
such as paint, yarn, clay, 
wigs, glitter, and more. Be 
sure to label an index card 
with your name, age, phone 
number, and the title of 
the book. Age categories 
include prekindergarten, 
kindergarten through first 
grade, second and third 
grade, fourth through sixth 
grade, and seventh grade to 
adults. The winners of the 
contest will be on display at 
the Boozaar, and prizes will 

be awarded to first, second, 
and third place in each 
category.

Along with the costume 
contest and the Storybook 
Pumpkin Contest, the 
Gatesville Public Library will 
host a Scary Story Writing 
Contest as well. Entries for 
the contest must be submit-
ted to the Gatesville Public 
Library by Wednesday, Oct. 
25. Age categories and rules 
include 350 words maxi-
mum for fourth through 
sixth grade, 500 words max-
imum for seventh through 
12th grade, and adults have 
no limit. Be sure to include 
your name, age, and phone 
number when submitting 
your scary story.

For more information, 
contact the Gatesville Public 
Library at 254-865-5367.

The Gatesville Public 
Library is located at 111 
N. 8th St., and the Coryell 
County Courthouse Square 
is located at 620 E. Main St.

Annual Boozaar scheduled for Oct. 28

STOCK  PHOTO

PLEASE SEE  UPCOMING SCHOOL 
FESTIVITIES ON PAGE B10
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MOUND NEWS

Ruby Pullen wins first place in barrel racing
BY BARBARA HOPSON

Mound News Correspondent

M
iss Ruby Carolina Pullen, of Rock Wall, 
great niece of Barbara Hopson, com-
peted at Cowtown Coliseum Friday 
evening. Ruby, and her horse, Stella, 

won first place in barrel racing.

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 
Call 254-466-5128

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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The Bee House Masonic 
Lodge #550 will host a First 
Responders Breakfast on 
Saturday, Oct. 21 from 7:30 
a.m. to 9 a.m.

There will be plenty of 
food, including pancakes, 
biscuits and gravy, sausage, 
orange juice, coffee, and 
milk.

All first responders and 
family members are invited 
to attend.

The Bee House Masonic 
Lodge #550 is a fraternal 
organization that promotes 
faith, hope, and charity and 
is located on the south-
east side of the courthouse 
square in Evant.

Staff Reports

There will be a Sock Hop 
and Rock performance by 
Hound Dog Productions 
on Saturday, Oct. 28 at the 
Gatesville City Auditorium 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. This 
family friendly performance 
will feature tributes such as 
Roy Orbison, Buddy Holly, 
Ritchie Valens, and Elvis Pre-
sley.

The show will be hosted 
by Josh Davis with perfor-
mances by Travis Hudson 
and Hunter Cole.

To fall into the spirit of 
Halloween, 1950s and 1960s 

attire is encouraged.
There will be an after par-

ty held at the Junction on 
Route 36 with karaoke and a 
meet and greet with the per-
formers.

Tickets will cost $20 per 
person, and Hound Dog Pro-
ductions is offering one free 
child’s ticket per paid adult 
ticket.

To purchase tickets or for 
more information, contact 
Hound Dog Productions by 
calling 682-268-0269.

The Gatesville City Audi-
torium is located at 110 N. 
8th St. 

Staff Reports

The Coryell City/Osage 
Volunteer Fire Department 
will hold its annual fish fry 
on Saturday, Oct. 21, from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The fish fry will take 
place at 301 CR 255 in Co-
ryell City, next to the blue 

water tower.
The catfish plate will in-

clude various sides, includ-
ing hushpuppies, coleslaw, 
potato salad, bread, and 
drinks. Adults will cost $12 
per person, and children 
under 12 years of age will 
cost $6.

Take-out orders will be 

available starting at 5:30 
p.m. To place an order, call 
254-248-1177.

A drawing will be held 
for a Pit Boss Wood Pellet 
Grill during the fish fry. 
Tickets will be sold at five 
dollars each, or six tickets 
for $20.

Homemade salsa will be 

for sale as well.
All the proceeds raised 

from the event will be do-
nated to the Coryell City/
Osage VFD.

For further information, 
contact 254-230-8758.

Staff Reports

This year Pennoli Bed 
and Breakfast will join 
Righteous Roots to bring 
the community its sec-
ond annual Hearts Making 
Hearts Warmer coat drive.

Hearts Making Hearts 

Warmer will be held from 
Saturday, Oct. 28, through 
Thursday, Nov. 30. Coats 
and jackets are to be 
dropped off at Pennoli 
Bed and Breakfast located 
at 1009 E. Main Street in 
Gatesville or Righteous 
Roots located at 904 E. 

Leon St. in Gatesville.
Drop off times include 

Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
Saturday from 12 p.m. to 3 
p.m.

Donations are for chil-
dren and adults, and be 
sure the clothing is in good 

condition.
There will be a give-away 

event held in December 
after the coat drive is fin-
ished.

COMMUNITY EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS

Staff Reports

The town of Evant will 
hold a community-wide 
garage sale on Friday, Oct. 
20, and Saturday, Oct. 21. 
The sale will be held at the 
Shive Volunteer Fire De-
partment from 7 a.m. to 2 
p.m. each day.

Through the kindness of 
the community, you will 
find various donated trea-

sures that are priced to 
sell.

All the proceeds will be 
donated to the Evant In-
dependent School District 
Angel Tree fund. The Angel 
Tree fund is used annually 
to purchase gifts for fami-
lies in the community that 
need a little extra help dur-
ing the holiday season.

This past year, Evant 

raised around $1,100 to 
go toward the Angel Tree 
fund.

There are many ways to 
get involved, including:

- Making a monetary do-
nation.

- Donating gently used 
items to the garage sale.

- In November, sponsor-
ing a family to aide with 
Christmas gifts.

- Nominating a family in 
need.

If you would like to place 
a monetary donation or 
gently used items, contact 
Mrs. Bosse at 254-624-
7186.

The Shive Volunteer Fire 
Department is located on 
the corner of FM 221 and 
CR 518.
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The Grove Community 
Center will be hosting a 
Sausage Fest, bake sale, 
and raffle, on Saturday, 

Nov. 11. The meal will 
be from 5:30 p.m. until 7 
p.m. All proceeds from the 
event will be applied to the 
upkeep of the community 
center.

The menu will include 
sausage, noodles, pinto 
beans, coleslaw, bread, 
beverages, trimmings, and 
dessert. There will be a 
drive-thru and take out will 

be available.
Adult plates will cost 

$15, and plates for children 
(ten and under) will be $10.

Staff Reports

The Turnersville Volun-
teer Fire Department will 
hold its National Night Out 
on Saturday, Oct. 28, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The event is completely 
free and is open to the 
community. There will be a 
bounce house, bingo, goody 
bags for kids, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and more.

Coryell Health Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS), the 
Texas A&M Forest Service, 
and the Coryell County Sher-
iff’s Office will attend the 
event, featuring fire trucks, 
an ambulance, an air medi-
cal helicopter, and law en-
forcement vehicles.

National Night Out will be 
located at 8200 FM 182 in 
Gatesville.

White Mound Baptist 
Church had a baby dedica-
tion Sunday, Oct. 15, with 
Stephen Lee “S.J.” Dyer, Jr., 
and his parents, Stephen 
and Lauren Dyer, and Briggs 
Cole Cammack, son of Katie 
Sheets.

Mound Cowboy Church 
had their baby dedica-
tion Sunday, Oct. 15. Emeri 
Lynn Davis Deats, parents 
are Brad and Megan Deats. 
Montana Skye Johnson, par-
ents are Barton and Chelsea 
Johnson. Sterlin Grey Shults, 
parents are Scott and Kelby 
Shults. Molli Joann Kinnear, 
parents are Devan and Staci 
Kinnear. Jonesy Hyann New-

man, parents are Chad and 
Mackenzie Newman.

Little Mr. Sterlin Schults’ 
family had Sunday lunch in 
Gatesville at a local restau-
rant after the baby dedica-
tion.

Kinsley McPherson helped 
with the 4H ambassador 
team, serving the meal at 
the Coryell County Farm Bu-
reau Convention last Mon-
day evening in Gatesville.

Jenson Kinnear was pro-
moted to a yellow belt at 
Dynamic Dance Co. MMA 
program Oct. 12. In atten-
dance to watch his promo-
tion were Staci, Elli, Molli, 
Tony and Theresa Kinnear, 

Kathy Brase, Shea and Ken-
zie Winkler, Randy and Julie 
Eubanks.

Elli Kinnear had a slumber 
party for her ninth birth-
day celebration on Oct. 13. 
Elli had 10 friends in atten-
dance. 

Molli Kinnear celebrated 
her fourth birthday with a 
science party on Oct. 14. 
Molli was also dedicated to 
the Lord at Mound Cowboy 
Church on Sunday Oct. 15.

A baby shower was 
thrown at Mound Cowboy 
Church Sunday Oct. 15, in 
honor of Brittani and Shawn 
Shepherd, who are expect-
ing a new baby in Jan. 2024.  

The theme was “Safari.” The 
hostesses were Kathy Brase, 
Aspen Watts, Susan Curtis, 
Theresa Kinnear, and Staci 
Kinnear.

Emma Blakley, of College 
Station, came home Friday 
and spent the weekend with 
her parents, Robert and Car-
olyn Blakley.

Jerry and Brenda Helms, 
and Neil and Christy Helms, 
spent the day Saturday in 
Fredericksburg.

Several people from 
Mound attended the 2023 
Annual Heart O’ Texas Fair 
and Rodeo at the Extraco 
Events Center Coliseum in 
Waco.

Bee House to host First 
Responders Breakfast

Turnersville VFD presents 
National Night Out Oct. 28

Sock Hop & Rock Oct. 28

Coryell City/Osage VFD to host annual fish fry

Evant community-wide garage sale Oct. 20-21

Sausage Fest at The Grove set for Nov. 11

Hearts Making Hearts Warmer second 
annual coat drive starts Oct. 28

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

A better way to send your message
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The DISPATCH

OBITUARIES

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY
	 Obituaries can be submitted to The Gatesville 
Messenger online at www.gatesvillemessenger.com/
obituaries. Advance payment is required.
	 Obituaries should come from the funeral home. 
Obituaries placed by next of kin must be verified with 
a death certificate or by the facility handling the 
body. You must provide the contact information for 
verification when submitting the obituary.
	 The Gatesville Messenger deadline for obituaries is 
10 a.m. Tuesday for the Saturday paper. Deadlines 
are subject to change during holidays.

Having candid con-
versations on aging can 
help us plan for future 
needs and help ensure we 
age and live well. Tak-
ing time to discuss with 
family and friends our 
hopes and dreams for 
the future can make the 
process easier. It may 
seem challenging to talk 
with family members and 
friends about aging, but 
it’s important. 

There are many things 
to look forward to as we 
grow older, and older 
adults bring so much to 
their communities by: 

• Helping family and 
friends and volunteering. 

• Sharing knowledge 
and expertise developed 
over the years.

• Learning new things 
and demonstrating the 
value of lifelong learning.

• Mentoring and acting 
as a bridge between gen-
erations. 

Many older adults 
are busy pursuing their 
passions and might not 
consider sharing their 
aging-related preferences 
with their loved ones, but 
having these conversa-
tions is essential in plan-
ning ahead and prepar-
ing for issues that may 
arise. These discussions 
also provide everyone 
involved with the oppor-
tunity to calmly discuss 

their preferences and 
identify any barriers. 

Texas Health and Hu-
man Services created the 
Texas Talks campaign to 
help people discuss aging 
and the needs that may 
arise with an older family 
member or friend. The 
campaign releases four 
new topics every fall, with 
the 2023 Texas Talks top-
ics focusing on caregiving 
in Texas, long-distance 
caregiving, staying con-
nected and seeking sup-
port, and legal consider-
ations and caregiving. 

The Texas Talks web-
page presents these top-
ics and a worksheet for 
families and friends to 
use as a guide for conver-
sations. These topic areas 
and related resources 
encourage discussions 
on who we would like 
to receive care from if 
needed, potential barriers 
to receiving that care, and 
a plan to address those 
barriers. 

Conversations about 
the future don’t have to 
be daunting, and Texas 
Talks can help make 
those conversations even 
easier. HHS encourages 
you to start a conversa-
tion with your loved ones. 

To learn more, visit tex-
ashhs.org/texastalks.

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Oct. 11
12:20 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
500 block of Bridge Street.

12:42 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of Sandy Lane.

11:35 a.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
100 block of Trails Drive.

4:13 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Old Pidcoke Road.

Oct. 12
12:48 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in 
the 2400 block of Business 
Highway 36.

7:01 a.m., a reckless 
driver was reported in the 
2000 block of North State 
Highway 36.

11:50 a.m., a theft was 
reported in the 3200 block 
of South State Highway 36.

6:27 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 2800 block 
of South State Highway 36.

Oct. 13
7:01 a.m., an accident was 

reported in the 3100 block 
of East Main Street.

11:31 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 100 
block of FM 1996.

7:43 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 200 block of 
FM 116.

10:32 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2500 
block of Powell Drive.

Oct. 14
8:49 a.m., a gas leak/fire 

was reported in the 2500 
block of Powell Drive.

10:25 a.m., a theft was 
reported in the 100 block of 
North 8th Street.

1:20 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1500 
block of Bridge Street.

2:04 p.m., a vehicle fire 
was reported in the 200 
block of Old Waco Road.

Oct. 15
1:17 p.m., a burglary was 

reported in the 900 block of 
College Street.

3:52 p.m., a reckless 
driver was reported in the 
1000 block of West Main 
Street.

3:58 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Park Street.

7:04 p.m., a welfare 
concern was reported in 
the 200 block of Lakewood 
Drive.

Oct. 16
5:21 a.m., a structure fire 

was reported in the 100 
block of County Road 328.

2:01 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of 
South State Highway 36.

3:25 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
200 block of North 14th 
Street.

7:08 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 500 
block of County Road 232.

Oct. 17
11:55 a.m., a theft was 

reported in the 3100 block 
of East Main Street.

1:06 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 100 block of East Main 
Street.

4:13 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 2200 block 
of East Main Street.

10:12 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 
block of North 19th Street. 

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Oct. 11
3:29 p.m., an animal 

complaint was reported in 
the 3800 block of County 
Road 269.

4:14 p.m., a reckless 
driver was reported on FM 
116 and North Bound Cac-
tus Lane.

5:50 p.m., a major ac-
cident was reported on FM 
116 and FM 580.

11:27 p.m., suspicious 
persons were reported on 
East Bound 114 and Clarke 
Road.

Oct. 12
9:20 a.m., a domestic 

disturbance was reported in 
the 7700 block of FM 185.

12:21 p.m., a minor ac-
cident was reported on 
County Road 133 and West 
Highway 84.

2:10 p.m., an animal 
complaint was reported in 
the 1200 block of Straws 
Mill Road.

6:55 p.m., shots fired was 
reported fired in the 200 
block of County Road 330.

Oct. 13
11:21 a.m., suspicious 

activity was reported in the 
5700 block of West High-
way 84.

1:20 p.m., a domestic 
disturbance was reported 

in the 1000 block of Cactus 
Lane.

2:59 p.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 400 
block of County Road 148.

8:29 p.m., a minor ac-
cident was reported on 
County Road 160.

Oct. 14
8:33 a.m., a livestock 

complaint was reported in 
the 3400 block of County 
Road 154.

12:46 p.m., a theft was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Navajo Trail.

10:21 p.m., illegal burning 
was reported in the 1500 
block of Quail Meadows.

11:07 p.m., a shooting 
was reported on Bluebonnet 
Street. 

Oct. 15
3:06 a.m., a major ac-

cident was reported on FM 
116 and FM 580.

4 a.m., a welfare concern 
was reported in the 2700 
block of South FM 116.

8:41 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 2200 block of County 
Road 213.

11:27 p.m., suspicious 
persons were reported on 
County Road 274.

Oct. 16

8:48 a.m., a major ac-
cident was reported on 
County Road 178 and High-
way 84.

12:50 p.m., a reckless 
driver was reported South 
Bound on Highway 36.

9:13 p.m., a major ac-
cident was reported on East 
Bound Highway 190.

11:47 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 10000 block of North 
Highway 36.

Oct. 17
9:10 a.m., a grass fire was 

reported in the 2600 block 
of West Highway 84.

3:25 p.m., a disturbance/
noise complaint was re-
ported in the 8000 block of 
East Highway 84.

4:49 p.m., a reckless 
driver was reported on 
North Highway 36.

10:22 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
2800 block of County Road 
213.

Born Dec. 23, 1927, to 
Malcom and Cora Ward, at 
home in the Ames Com-
munity near Gatesville, he 
was the baby of 14 siblings, 
seven boys and seven girls.

Drafted out of high 
school, in April before 
graduating in May of 1946, 
he joined the 11th Airborne 
Division of the Army, a 
paratrooper, serving in Sen-
dai, Japan as a Buck Sgt., 
and for 12 months played 
basketball for the Army.

He worked for Houston 
Lighting and Power Co. 
for six years. He met and 
married the love of his life, 
Martha Pearl Browning, in 
1950, and together they 
had two beautiful chil-
dren – Tommy Ray and Jo 
Katherine.

He moved to Odessa in 
1953 where he worked 
for TXU for 34 years as a 
general foreman. He retired 
in 1987.

He was an avid golfer, 
teeing up whenever he had 
the chance. 

Joe loved to sing and 
would sing for anyone 
anywhere, even at an air-
port waiting for his flight. 
He made a CD of some of 
his favorite songs at age 
82…still carrying a perfect 
pitch! While in his 80’s, he 
often took his Karaoke Ma-
chine to the nursing home 
to sing for the residents 
there.

He loved his church, 
Highland United Methodist, 
where he was a constant 
staple in the choir, as well 
as singing many solos.

Joe left this world and 
entered his heavenly home 
at 9:28 a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 
10.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife 
Martha, his 13 brothers and 
sisters and their spouses.

He is survived by a son, 
Tommy Ray Ward and wife, 
Cindy, of Odessa; daughter, 
Jo Katherine Cox and hus-
band, Larry, of Columbus, 
Ohio; five grandchildren, 
Chris Cox, Marcus Cox, 
Billyjoe Ward, Mary Ward, 
and Rachel Ward Smedley; 
ten great-grandchildren, 
along with numerous loved 
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was 
held on Tuesday, Oct. 17, 
at 1 p.m. at Sunset Funeral 
Chapel in Odessa. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
feel free to donate in loving 
memory of Joe Ward to 
Highland United Methodist 
Church in Odessa.

Karen Brantner, age 68, 
of Temple, passed away on 
Thursday, Oct. 12, 2023.

Graveside services will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 3, 2023, at Restland 
Cemetery, with Pastor Deral 
McWhorter officiating.

Karen Elaine Brantner 
was born on Jan. 19, 1955, 
to the late William Richard 
and Hazel McCarn Carlton 
in San Antonio, Texas.  She 
graduated from Gates-
ville High School in 1972 
and from Tarleton State 
University in 1976.  Karen 
became a schoolteacher, 
spending the next 30 years 
as a dedicated educator, 
working for both Copperas 
Cove ISD and Temple ISD.  
She taught both French and 
Spanish on a secondary lev-
el, and while in Temple, she 
sponsored the French Club 
and served on numerous 
committees.  Because of 
her love of French culture, 
her classroom was deco-
rated with many pictures of 
France, including one of the 
Eiffel Tower.  Her enthusi-
asm for her students was 
amazing, and she often 
gave them an encouraging 
word and truly had a great 
rapport with them, as well 
as faculty members and 
staff.  

As a friend, she was most 
supportive and fun to be 
with on any day.  She had 
a heart of gold and always 
managed to lift up her 
friends with her kind and 
cheerful personality.  She 
will be remembered as a 
very special lady who loved 
to make others laugh and 
feel important and com-
fortable.  	

After her retirement in 
2008, Karen became an 
enthusiast of Zumba and 
Refit.  She was a talented 
dancer and was dedicated 
to fitness, as well as her 
friends at the Summit, 
a City of Temple Parks 
and Recreation program.  
Through her hard work 
and her love for music, she 
danced many miles over 
the years, performing with 
the group at fundraising 
and charity events.  

She married Mackey Don 
Speer on April 9, 2009, 
and the two made their 
home in Temple.  She was 
truly crazy about Mackey.  
She and Mackey spent 15 
wonderful years together 

and often celebrated family 
events with her stepdaugh-
ters, Margie and Britten and 
their children.  Karen was 
also an avid gardener and 
enjoyed cooking for others.       

Karen was an old-fash-
ioned Southern girl in many 
ways.  She enjoyed calling 
her family and friends by 
both their first and middle 
names and was an avid Dal-
las Cowboys fan who spent 
a lot of time watching the 
games alongside her family.  
She was baptized and was 
a member of the Temple 
Bible Church, where she 
worshipped the Lord and 
attended Bible studies.  
This was an integral part 
of her life, as she was truly 
a person who lived by her 
faith, as shown by her kind-
ness toward others.   

Karen was preceded in 
death by her parents.  She 
is survived by her husband, 
Mackey; daughters, Mar-
gie White and significant 
other, Kim Watkins, Britten 
Will and husband, Chris; 
stepsons, James Brantner 
and Chris Brantner; sister, 
Sherry Snyder; grandchil-
dren, Brooklyn Tower, 
Miyah Kimball, and Stormie 
Will; and a host of cousins, 
whom she kept close to her 
heart.    

We all meet people in 
our lifetime who become 
a big part of our hearts.  
Karen was that person.  She 
would want us to celebrate 
her life as a celebration, 
so please pass along her 
love for others, her win-
ning smile, her contagious 
laugh, and her kindness to 
others.    

In lieu of flowers, Karen’s 
family requests that 
memorials be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 
P.O. Box 6704, Hagerstown, 
MD, 21741.   

Karen Brantner
Jan. 19, 1955 – Oct. 12, 2023

Eddie Joe Ward
Dec. 23, 1927 – Oct. 10, 2023

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of Oct. 11 – Oct. 17.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more 
significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s 
office at 865-7201.

Texans, Let’s Talk 
About Aging
BY CLAIRE IRWIN
HHSC Age Well Live Well Coordinator
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PEARL NEWS

The Pearl Church of Christ celebrated its 128th Homecoming

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

T
he Pearl Church of Christ reports a won-
derful 128th Homecoming held on Sun-
day, Oct. 15, 2023, with 57 in attendance. 
The church wishes to thank everyone 

who brought all the fabulous sides and desserts to 
accompany the catered barbeque lunch. 

They also wish to thank 
Edward Schaub for the 
excellent lesson. He and his 
beautiful wife, Judi, got the 
“longest married plaque” 
for 56 years. He and Judi 
have come to Pearl each 
month to fill the pulpit for 
over 40 of those years, and 
they are loved and valued 
beyond measure! Margie 
Cummings received the 
“longest attending mem-
ber plaque” at 73 years 
(and she’s only 29!), and 
her great grandson and 
his mother received the 
“longest traveled plaque” 
since they drove in all the 
way from California. Colby 
Stroud received the “young-

est attending plaque,” and 
Vance Oney received the 
“oldest attending plaque” at 
93 years young! Doug Atch-
ley drove his antique Pack-
ard to church, and Dwight 
Sessums drove his antique 
blue pickup. They were 
sights to behold! All in all, 
it was just a beautiful day 
in Pearl. Thank you again 
to everyone who had a part 
in making this special day 
such a grand memory!

The community of Pearl 
wishes to thank everyone 
who came out to help with 
the Pearl Cemetery Work-
day. Lots of tree limbs and 
debris were cleared away as 
well as some much-needed 

maintenance. It was cold 
at the start of the day, but 
everyone seemed to warm 
up quickly as there were 
some mighty hard workers 
there. They are all greatly 
appreciated!

The remaining Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore days 
and Pearl Bluegrass events 
are Nov. 4 and Dec. 2. The 
bookstore is full of all sorts 
of new items, including 
afghans, books, dishes, 
appliances, very nice old 
books, jewelry, and men’s 
and women’s clothes. Be 
sure and visit Pearl on those 
dates and bring friends. Ev-
eryone is welcome. There’s 
no place like Pearl!

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Romans 
12:9,10—Love must be sin-
cere. Hate what is evil; cling 
to what is good. Be devoted 
to one another in love. 
Honor one another above 
yourselves.  NIV 

Please pray for rain, our 
country, Israel, and our 
schools! 

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page, and the 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore and 
Resale Shop Facebook page! 
Please submit any Pearl 
news to betsyclark47@
yahoo.com

ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 The Central Texas Hospitality House was presented with a donation of $10,000 from H-E-B on Friday, Oct. 13. The donation is intended 
to help with expenses for the house, as well as to show appreciation for the work that is being done by the directors and volunteers. A 
cake was provided by H-E-B to celebrate, following the presentation of the check.

BY BECKY COWARD
County Extension Agent
4-H Youth Development 

Hornet GOLD Intermedi-
ate 4-H Club of the Coryell 
County 4-H program was 
named a recipient of Texas 
Farm Bureau’s (TFB) 2023 
Clover Cash grant program.

The grant program, now 
in its fourth year, was 
available on the county, 
district, and state 4- H 
levels to fund hands-on ac-
tivities that grow students’ 
knowledge of food, fiber, 
and fuel, as well as increase 
their awareness of the 
importance of agricultural 
advocacy.

Emily Yarbrough, Tracy 
Coursey, and Amanda 
Huckabee, 4-H club man-
agers, were awarded a 
county-level grant valued 
at $750 to help purchase 
supplies for food and nutri-
tion lessons at club project 
meetings.

“Activities through 4-H 
are a great opportunity for 
students of all ages to con-
nect and engage with ag-
riculture,” McKenna Bush, 
TFB Youth Outreach coor-
dinator said. “We want to 
see students expand their 
knowledge of agriculture in 
ways that are meaningful 
and memorable, and proj-
ects funded through the 
Clover Cash grant program 
do just that.”

The foods and nutrition 
4-H project teaches kitchen 
and cooking safety, how to 
prepare nutritious meals 

and snacks, and meal ideas 
to reduce your risk of dis-
ease. Learning experiences 
focus on nutrition, food 
purchasing, food prepara-
tion, food safety, and re-
lated careers. Members are 
also given the opportunity 
to compete in the 4-H Food 
Show and Food Challenge 
events.  

At the Food Challenge, 
teams of 3-4 students 
receive a list of ingredients 
and have 40 minutes to 
create a dish. The teams 
then present their dish 
to judges and are scored 
on preparation, serving 
size, food safety concerns, 
nutritional value and cost. 
Students qualify at the 
county and district level 
to compete at the state 
contest. At the Food Show 
you choose a recipe from 
the contest categories and 
then prepare and pres-
ent it to a panel of judges. 
During your interview with 
the judges, you will show 
how you prepared it, the 
nutrients and ingredients, 
personal dietary needs, 
healthy substitutions, and a 
cost analysis.

TFB awarded $20,000 
to 18 county, district, and 
state 4-H programs across 
the state in the grant pro-
gram’s third year.

For more information 
about TFB’s Clover Cash 
grant program, contact 
Bush at youthoutreach@
txfb.org or 254-399-5037.

Texas Farm Bureau 
grants funds to 
Hornet GOLD 4-H

TEXAS-SIZED GENEROSITY

LOCAL DONATIONS

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Local artist, Bailey Shea Dickie, entertains those in attendance at the Gatesville Senior Center during Rodeo Week. The Gatesville Se-
nior Center recently held their own version of Fair and Rodeo Week. They had a taste of Texas BBQ, talked about rodeo facts, played 
games, and snacked on kettle corn and cinnamon candied almonds. 

RODEO WEEK AT SENIOR CENTER

24 Hour Red Dyed
Farm Diesel

Unleaded & Clear Diesel
8-5, M-F

254-675-8107
BULK DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

MyattFuels.net
202 N. Ave B • ON THE TRACKS

Clifton, TX



“My parents gave me a 
Webcor tape recorder for 
my graduation gift,” says 
Martin.  “I was a music 

major at Sul Ross, and 
while there I recorded 
bands.  That college experi-
ence blossomed into audio 

and video jobs all over the 
country.  Once in a record-
ing studio in San Angelo, I 
watched them record some 
musicians, and I decided 
I could do that.  My wife 
started handling musicians 
and ended up doing about 
500 musical events a year.  
That led to more recording 
jobs, both audio and video.”

In about the late 1990s, 
he started collecting tape 
recorders, especially those 
used by famous musicians.

“I told my wife I’d like to 
get the fifteen tape record-
ers I’ve used over my life, 
and by the time we did that, 
we found other recorders 
used by big name musi-
cians, which made the col-
lection more significant.  In 

about 2012, the collection 
ended up with 225 tape 
recorders and three wire 
recorders, the predecessor 
of tape recorders.  To edit 
on those old wire machines, 
you just cut the wire and 
tied it back together.  It 
made a little blip when it 
went across the heads.”

He opened a museum 
and filled it with Ampex, 
Magnacord, Telefunken, 
Teac, Wollensak, and other 
brands of recorders.  He 
started interviewing pio-
neers in the field, like the 
man who developed the 
Roberts Tape Recorder.

“Robert Metzger was an 
interesting character to go 
interview.  He did so many 
different things.  He was a 

sculptor, and his sculptures 
are all over Los Angeles.  He 
was definitely a visionary.  
He developed a hybrid car 
in 1975, drove it from LA 
to Detroit, and presented it 
to Chrysler and Ford, but 
they both turned him down.  
But after the interview we 
went to the Peterson Auto 
Museum in Los Angeles, 
and there it is.”

The Editall splicing block 
was used to edit audio tape.  
I used one of those to edit 
tape for the first 2,500 epi-
sodes of my radio program.  
I used a razor blade to cut 
the tape, splicing tape to 
put the tape back together 
and a soft white pencil 
to mark the spot where I 
wanted to cut.  

“Joe Tall was the person 
who patented the Editall 
splicer.  It showed up on a 
lot of tape recorders just 
above the head assembly.  
His wife sent me all of his 
documentation that went 
into building it and what he 
wrote about it.  It’s really 
fun to get some of these 
things.”

Martin still does some 
recording but in the digital 
world.

“People tour the museum 
and ask me what recorder 
I use to record, and I have 
to tell them it’s just a mixer 
and my Apple Mac.”

His Museum of Magnetic 
Sound Recording is in Ce-
dar Creek, near Austin.
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The Museum of Magnetic Sound Recording
BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

M
artin Theophilius became fascinated 
with sound recording while he was in 
high school. 

Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon
Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023 

Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 275-325 
300-400 lb. 265-325 
400-500 lb. 260-310
500-600 lb. 240-280
600-700 lb. 225-255
700-800 lb. 210-235

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 250-310
300-400 lb. 260-315    
400-500 lb. 245-275
500-600 lb. 220-245
600-700 lb. 195-235
700-800 lb. 185-215
Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 93-109
Low Yielding 70-86     
Fats 90-102
Thin & Shelly 45-65
Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 100-124

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1850-2350
Young Fair 1500-1850
Aged Pairs Split & weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 1150-1950

Number of Head 853

BY SHIRLEEN CHANDLER
United Women in Faith 

met on Oct. 10 in the 
Banquet Room of the First 
Methodist Church in Gates-
ville, beginning at 5:30 
p.m. Twelve members and 
one visitor were present. 
The visitor, Diana Smith, 
decided to join. Hostesses 
were Kathleen Blankemey-
er and Shirleen Chandler.

President Patsy Smart 
called the meeting to order 
by leading in the Blessing. 
During the refreshment 
time, Linda Klontz led 
the group in picking new 
prayer partners. Smart 
thanked the hostesses and 
read the Purpose. Mary 
Beth Rivers read from the 
Daily Prayer Guide, and 
Velva Riddle read from 
the Response Magazine. 
Linda Lovelace presented 

the program from the 
book, “Women Rise Up.” 
Her topic was Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. Mary was 
highly favored by God, and 
she was visited by angels. 
When the angels came, she 
listened and was receptive 
to the call of God. She said, 
“I am the Lord’s servant; 
let it be as you have said.” 
What great faith she had, 
for such a young woman, 
probably about 16. She 
was with Jesus at his birth, 
and at his death, and many 
times in between. She 
was a woman of joy and 
sorrow. Chandler led the 
group in singing, “Here I 
am, Lord.”

President Smart called 
the meeting to order. Vice-
President Riddle brought 
new sign-up sheets for pro-

grams and hostessing for 
next year, asking members 
to sign-up.

District Officer Chandler 
presented certificates she 
had received at the annual 
meeting. The unit made 
a donation remembering 
several women who had 
died in the past year, and 
also honoring President 
Smart. The group was 
also recognized for unit 
activities and the Mis-
sion Studies. Chandler 
let members know of the 
upcoming meeting of the 
Central Texas Conference 
of United Women in Faith 
to be held in Waco on Oct. 
29. All were invited to at-
tend with Chandler.

The meeting was ad-
journed with the Benedic-
tion.

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer 

The Coryell County 
Historical Commission 
recently welcomed two 
new members to join the 
group, Pamela Shannon 
and Tiffany Butler. Shan-
non hails from Austin and 
has very strong ties to 
Coryell County where her 
family has lived for genera-
tions. Butler was born and 

raised in Gatesville and is 
considered by many to be 
an expert on the history of 
the Coryell County Court-
house where she works.

The Coryell County His-
torical Commission holds 
monthly meetings on the 
second Wednesday of each 
month. The meetings are 
held in the Commissioner’s 
Courtroom at the Main 
Street Annex.

The purpose of the com-
mission is to preserve, 
protect, and promote his-
tory within the county. The 
commission also conducts 
continuous programs, 
placing historical markers 
throughout the county in 
accordance with the Texas 
Historical Commission in 
Austin.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Newest members of the Coryell County Historical Commission from left, Pamela Shannon and Tiffany 
Butler.

CC Historical Commission 
gains new membership

United Women in Faith 
met on Oct. 10

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Baptist 
Church will be sponsoring 
a seminar titled “Surviving 
the Holidays.” This event 
will be for those who are 
grieving a loss. This two-

hour seminar will provide 
encouragement, support, 
and valuable tools to navi-
gate the challenges of the 
holiday season.

The seminar will take 
place on Sunday, Nov. 12, 

at 6 p.m., at 199 Byrom 
Drive in Gatesville.

For more information, 
visit their website at grief-
share.org/holidays

Surviving the Holidays grief 
seminar scheduled for Nov. 129
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SUDOKU
Solution for the  
puzzle that ran Oct. 14.
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Local  •  Honest  •  CommunityLocal  •  Honest  •  Community

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY 
AT NOON

3199 Hwy. 6, Clifton, Texas
254-675-7717

HAULING AVAILABLE ANY DAY: 
JARED HUNT 254 223 2486

10-18-23 SALE
Weigh  Bulls 115-120
Weigh Cows 60-96

Cow Calf Pairs  No Test
Bred Cows No Test
Replacement Bulls  No Test

#1 Type Steers
200-300 lb. 280-309
301-400 lb.             290-329
401-500 lb. 245-307
501-600 lb. 210-287
601-700 lb. 215-245

#1 Type Heifers
200-300 lb. 250-300
301-400 lb. 245-310
401-500 lb. 220-261    
501-600 lb. 215-235
600-700 lb. 200-215

ANDY’S SALE BARN CAFE
WEDNESDAYS @ 11 AM – BUFFET • BURGERS • SANDWICHES
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BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main Street • 254-865-8491

BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; Sunday 
Bible study 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS
Bob  Ph i l l i ps ,  pas to r ; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesvi l le; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
adult Bible study 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday services - kids’ 
& youth Bible study 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Prayer & 
Bible Study 7 p.m.; Youth 
Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s 
Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
Dr. Pete Keough, Pastor; 
912 E. Main St., Gatesville;
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
1 2 0  C o l l e g e  A v e . ; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m. ,  Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY 
Michael Bragdon, Pastor; 
2819 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY
A.C. Painter, pastor; 1750 
FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO
Matt Dossey, pastor; 11420 
N. State Hwy. S; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:50 a.m.
KING
Char les W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & 
HWY 36, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m. & 1 p.m., 
Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK 
David Crosby, Interim Pas-
tor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday evening Youth 
& Children’s Bible Study 
6 p.m.

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com 

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

108 S. 6th St. Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com 

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!
CALL 254-865-5212.

MOUNTAIN
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 
6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m. Prayer meeting 7 p.m. 
Wednesday.
OSAGE 
Chris Thomas, pastor; 7505 
FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 301, 
Jonesboro; Sunday school 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
P U R M E L A  B A P T I S T 
CHURCH
Pastor: Brenden Hough; 
875 FM 932, Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday School 10 
a.m., Sunday Worship 11 
a.m.
SWEET HOME 
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 p.m.
SPANISH
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m.
TRINITY 
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
J o n  C r o s b y ,  P a s t o r ; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW 
In ter im Pastor :  Eddie 
Taylor; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL
Mike Barron, pastor; 2040 
CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday 
school 10 a.m.; Sunday  
worship 11 a.m.; 254-679-
3200. 
WHITE MOUND 
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Satur-
day at 8 a.m. Inside: 3075 
FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 
321. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
For more info. & location, 
call 254-865-5908.
CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. 
(English) & 12 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass), Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. & Wednesday-Friday 
at 7 a.m.
CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE
Deral McWhorter, minister; 
1 0 4  C e d a r  R i d g e , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 W. 
Brooks Dr., Evant; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m., 

Sunday worship 10:20 a.m. 
&  12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
FORT GATES
4605 St .  Hwy.  36 S. , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE
Justin Hall, minister; 2417 
E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
c lases y  serv ic ios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays – Bible 
Study 5:30 p.m.; Royce 
512-734-5390 or Steve 
254-865-3559.
PEARL
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.
CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE
Greg Demmitt,  pastor; 
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
11 a.m. 
LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL 
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran 
Church Rd., Copperas 
Cove; Sunday Bible Study 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m.   
ST. JOHN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, Coryell 
City; Sunday worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 
a.m.
ST. PAUL
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 1114, 
The Grove; Sunday School 
9 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:15 a.m.
METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT
235 US-281, Evant; Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.
F I R S T  M E T H O D I S T 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
$3; youth, Children & Adult 
Bible Studies at 6 p.m. AA 
meets Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday at 6:30 p.m.
OGLESBY UNITED
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday worship 
9 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Bill Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.
MORMON
CHURCH OF  JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
S a c r a m e n t  s e r v i c e s 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m
NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy .  84  W. ;  Sunday 
se rv i ces  10 :30  a .m . ; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9  a .m.  &  10 :30  a .m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy Spiker, 
Sunday service 10 a.m. & 6 
p.m., Wednesdays 6 p.m. 

407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 
Thursdays 7 p.m.; 2518 
Bridge St.; 254-392-9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday 
w o r s h i p  1 0 : 3 0  a . m . , 
Wednesday worship 6:30 
p.m.; Gateway Learning 
Center, 2315 Osage Rd., 
Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesv i l le ;  865-6222. 
S u n d a y  w o r s h i p  1 1 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Peter M. Mafwal, Pastor; 
4460 FM 930, Levi ta; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m.;  Sunday worship  
10:45 am.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, Pastor; 
1415 Texas Hwy. 236; 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.
PENTECOSTAL
T A B E R N A C L E  O F 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, pastor; 
202 E. Main, Gatesville;  
S u n d a y s  1 0  a . m . ; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 254-
206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesdays Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday 
service, 7:30 p.m.
PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor;  1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
REFORMED
GRACE BIBLE
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.
SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville.
WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY
Worship Saturdays 5 p.m., 
Bible fellowship Sundays 10 
a.m.; 4995 FM 929
INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of  Gatesvi l le on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service 9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles
103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North

Gatesville, Texas 76528
254-865-6131

You will seek me 
and find me when 
you seek me with 
all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGECoryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 
(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint
Plumbing • Electrical

Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 
needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX
254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION
& SEPTIC TANK 
SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE
254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 
DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

Call Bailey Shea Dickie at 
254-865-5212

ext. 302

254-865-5212 ext. 300

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Call Bailey to reserve this 
space!

254-865-5212
ext. 302

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES
3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723
Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Ja
yd

ie
 D

ix
on

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.
Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@clearwire.net
Master Lic. No. M-7615

plumbing

MID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING
CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar
Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER
SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell
254.865.9137 Fax

chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

SELMAN RANCH
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Ranch Roads  |  Lakes  |  Ponds
Wildlife Sensitive Clearing

Bentonite Liners  |  Bentonite Cutoff Walls

254-386-7727
Brad Selman     www.selmanranchconstruction.com

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 
your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002
COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales
Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@
gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street
Gatesville, TX 76528
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BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH 
Staff Writer

Team Gabriel is ready to 
take the dance floor in the 
Dancing with the Stars of 
Central Texas competition 
on Saturday, Nov. 18. 

Team Gabriel includes 
local couple Wayne and Am-
ber Gabriel, who recently 
moved to the area and 
reside on a ranch located in 
Leon Junction.

Wayne is an employee of 
the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
and has been for the past 
48 years, as well as gradu-
ating from Texas A&M 
University. Amber has been 

an educator at Belton Inde-
pendent School District for 
13 years, and in her spare 
time she paints murals and 
writes novels.

Dancing has always been 
a shared hobby for the 
Gabriel’s since they met at 
a ballroom in Temple. They 
enjoy ballroom and coun-
try-style dancing.

Team Gabriel still has 
tables available for sponsor-
ship.

Dancing with the Stars of 
Central Texas is a semi-
formal gathering for adults 
aged 18 and over. The event 
will be held at the Gatesville 
Civic Center and will com-

mence at 5:30 p.m. Attend-
ees will come together to 
enjoy an evening of delight-
ful food, vibrant dancing, 
and meaningful fellowship.

The event serves as a 
fundraiser for Mission 
Righteous Roots Crisis 
Resource Center, with all 
tax-deductible donations 
dedicated to supporting the 
impactful initiatives of the 
organization.

To sponsor a table, do-
nate, or to buy a ticket visit 
https://paybee.io/hybrid-
event/rrootscrisis/1. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Wayne and Amber Gabriel 

Righteous Roots presents 
Team Gabriel



service dog prison train-
ing program. 

Kadie Robinson, who has 
been a trainer in the Patriot 
PAWS program for a year 
and half, said it’s amazing 
to not only be a part of the 

program, but also witness 
its end result.    

“I don’t feel like I’m wast-
ing my time,” Robinson 
said. “I feel blessed to be a 
part of the program.”

Cindy Sutton, the training 
director for Patriot PAWS, 
said training can take 18 to 
24 months before the dog 
is placed with a veteran. 

She adds that they choose 
service dog/veteran pair-
ings based on how well they 
work together or if the dog 
chooses the veteran. 

“A lot of times, the dog 
picks them,” Sutton said.

The ceremony included 
awards for the trainers, 
music, and a skit that dem-
onstrated various service 

dog training techniques. 
Patriot PAWS also intro-
duced the new service dog 
class of 2025, who will start 
training as puppies before 
graduating to full-grown 
service dogs.

Since its founding, Patriot 
PAWS has placed more than 
400 dogs with veterans. Ac-
cording to the Patriot PAWS 

website, the partnership 
with TDCJ is considered 
one of the most successful 
programs of its kind in the 
country. 

“It not only changes the 
veterans’ lives but changes 
the inmates’ lives,” Sutton 
said. “It gives them a sense 
of purpose.” 

Following the Match-

ing Day ceremony, Patriot 
PAWS held one more week 
of training and then an of-
ficial graduation ceremony 
for the service dogs on 
Friday, Oct. 20. 

“This is a new chapter in 
my life,” said Patricia Labar, 
who was excited to match 
with her service dog, Hoge.
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David Allen embraces his new forever friend and service dog, Porkchop.  

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, employees at the Coryell County Courthouse recently 
showed their support for breast cancer awareness by dressing in pink. They were joined on the court-
house steps by Winston the therapy dog. Every October people all over the world show their support for 
those affected by breast cancer. According to Coryell Health, one in eight women in the United States 
will develop breast cancer in their lifetime. The American Cancer Society recommends women begin re-
ceiving annual screening mammograms at age 40.

GOING PINK AGAINST BREAST CANCER

KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Patricia Labar matches with Patriot PAWS service dog, Hoge.   
KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Jennifer Bowles greets her new service dog, Yancey. 

KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

David Carrasco with his Patriot PAWS service dog, Matrix. 
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BY TOM NORRELL
Contributing Writer    

The Oglesby Tigers boys 
and girls cross country 
teams participated in the 
District 25A Cross Country 
Meet Oct. 11 in Jonesboro. 
Participants for the varsity 
boys were David Meija, 

Ashton Hooker, and Javon 
Howard. Gunner Riley ran 
in the Junior Varsity Divi-
sion. 

Participants for the girls 
division were Maddison 
Smith and Allison Uribe. 

Regional qualifiers in girls 

division:
Maddison Smith, won 5th 

place medal.
Allison Uribe, won 7th 

place medal.
Regional qualifiers for boys 

division:
David Meija, won 2nd 

place medal. 
Javon Howard, won 10th 

place medal. 
 Gunner Riley placed 

first in the junior varsity 
division. 

The Junior High Cross 
Country division for 

Oglesby Tigers consisted of 
boys only. Couper Wul-
fkuhle earned a second 
place medal and Holdyn 
Goff earned a third place 
medal.

The Tigers are coached 
by Dylan Segundo.

COURTESY PHOTO

Oglesby Cross Country team members are (pictured left to right): Couper Wulfkuhle, Allison Uribe, Gunner Riley, Javon Howard, Maddison Smith, Hold-
yn Goff, David Meija, Ashton Hooker, and Coach Dylan Segundo.

Oglesby Tigers compete at cross country meet, 
some advance to Regionals

BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Contributing Writer

Jacob Newkirk, Adrian 
Smith, and Rayshon Smith 
keyed a 35-7 rout of Salado 
on Oct. 13, as Gatesville 
evened their district record 
at 1-1.

Newkirk completed eight-
of-10 passes for 191 yards 
and threw three touchdown 
passes – both a season high 
– connecting with Adrian 
Smith twice and Rayshon 
Smith once through the air.

Rayshon Smith ran for 
173 yards on 18 carries – an 
average of 9.6 yards per 
carry – and two scores on 
the ground, while Newkirk 
and Adrian Smith both 
capped their nights with an 
interception apiece on the 
defensive side. 

It all added up to precise-
ly the kind of bounce back 
win the Hornets needed 
after dropping their district 
opener at Connally the 
week before. That loss came 
on a heartbreaking, last-
second touchdown catch 
by the Cadets, and was the 
type of loss that can wreck 
a team’s season if handled 
incorrectly. 

“We played our game at 
Connally. We executed. We 
ran it. We played bend-but-
don’t-break defense and 
then we got the ball in our 
hands late with a chance to 
win it,” head coach Aaron 

Hunter said. “The other side 
just had an absolute freak 
playing for them.”

“What I told them after 
the game was ‘don’t lose to 
Connally twice,’ meaning 
that we can’t carry that with 
us into (the) Salado (game). 
And we didn’t. We had 
some down moments at 
practice last week, but our 
kids responded on Friday 
night,” Hunter said. 

Boy did they. After a 
defensive stop on Salado’s 
first series, Gatesville 
scored on their third of-
fensive play when Rayshon 
Smith sprinted 65-yards 
for a touchdown and a 7-0 
Hornet lead. 

Last week, I told him, 
“You have to set the tone.” 
He’s really starting to figure 
out that if he can find one 
crease and accelerate, he’s 
getting 5-6 yards,” Hunter 
said. 

Smith’s second score was 
a 25-yard receiving touch-
down from Newkirk that 
put Gatesville up 28-0 late 
in the third quarter. His 
final score of the game was 
a two-yard touchdown run 
to provide the final 35-7 
margin. 

That drive featured a 
38-yard run that saw Smith 
evade the tackle of one 
defender at the line of 
scrimmage and break two 
more tackles at the eight-

yard line before finally be-
ing tripped up at the four.

“He’s confident and he 
understands the scheme. 
He’s also really loose right 
now,” said Hunter. “Plus, he 
runs so hard that the way 
I look at it is that it’s just 
violent.”

After Smith opened 
the scoring with his long 
touchdown run, Newkirk 
and Adrian Smith got into 
the action. 

On Gatesville’s second 
possession, Newkirk hit 
Smith for 59-yards up the 
middle of the field, and a 
score. Newkirk let fly from 
his own 34-yard line, and 
Smith settled under the 
perfectly thrown ball at the 
Salado 26-yard line before 
racing the rest of the way 
for the score. 

In the second quarter, 
he hit Adrian Smith again 

– this time for a 30-yard 
touchdown pass and a 21-0 
lead.

Newkirk threw six 
touchdown passes in last 
season’s 49-35 win over the 
Eagles and has nine total 
touchdown passes against 
zero interceptions in two 
games against Salado. 

“Jacob Newkirk threw 
some dimes on Friday 
night. It’s by far the best 
game he played – even bet-
ter than the game he played 
last year against them,” 
Hunter said. 

On the night, Newkirk 
connected with six differ-
ent receivers. In addition 
to completions to Adrian 
Smith and Rayshon Smith, 
he found Gage Ford for 36 
yards, Amos Phillips for 
11 yards, Theron Stone for 
eight yards, and Sean Agui-
lar twice for 11 yards. 

Newkirk has thrown for 
10 scores with just three 
interceptions in 67 pass 
attempts this season. On 
Friday, he picked up the 
first interception of his 
varsity career and picked 
up four tackles on defense. 
His head coach is quick 
to sing his praises for the 
multitude of ways he con-
tributes. 

“His consistency, the way 
he manages the huddle, 
the way he manages the 
game…you could name 
fifteen things that he does,” 
Hunter said. 

Gatesville outgained 
Salado 396-256 and did 
not allow a score until Kase 
Maedgen punched in a two-
yard run late in the fourth 
quarter. Amos Phillips led 
the Hornets with 17 tackles, 
while Lawson Mooney 
had 16. Both Phillips and 

Mooney had nine unas-
sisted tackles apiece. 

Corey Burns and Tommy 
Aaron each had double-
digit tackles. Logan Biggs 
broke up three passes to 
go along with two tackles, 
and Logan Morgan had nine 
tackles and broke up two 
passes. Dutch Nielsen had 
six tackles, including one 
for a loss. 

Gatesville traveled to 
Madisonville on Oct. 20, 
then wraps the regular sea-
son at home against Rob-
inson on Oct. 27. Through 
two weeks of district play, 
Connally and Madisonville 
were each 1-0, while Gates-
ville and Robinson are each 
1-1. Salado was 0-2 through 
their first two games.  

BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Contributing Writer

Thanks to a 3-1 win over 
Connally and a La Vega loss 
to China Spring, the Gates-
ville Lady Hornets have 
clinched their 21st consecu-
tive playoff berth. 

“It feels great to be able 
to carry on the tradition. 
Expectations are high, 
and we work every day to 
improve,” said head coach 
Janey Weber.

Gatesville’s current streak 
of playoff appearances 
started in 2003 when they 
were bi-district finalists un-
der then-coach and current 
Athletic Director Rickey Phil-
lips. Since that first berth, 
they have won 20 playoff 
games, four bi-district cham-
pionships, seven area titles, 
and they advanced to the 
regional tournament in 2010 
and 2011. 

Gatesville beat Connally 
in four sets on Sept. 29, and 

Gatesville blasts Salado 35-7 for bounce back win, 
evens district mark
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Adrian Smith
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Amos Phillips
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Lawson Mooney
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Jacob Newkirk
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Rayshon Smith

Gatesville 
keeps 
playoff 
streak 
alive with 
win over 
Connally

PLEASE SEE STREAK | B2
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BY TOM NORRELL
Contributing Writer   

The Oglesby Junior High 
Football A team traveled to 
Abbott to play the Division 
1 Abbott Junior High Pan-
thers on Oct. 12. The Tigers 
suffered their first loss of 
the year in a very hard-
fought game. Both teams 
exchanged touchdowns 
throughout the evening, 
but in waning seconds of 
the fourth quarter, an Ab-
bott touchdown sealed the 
game with a 34-26 victory. 

Offensively for the 
Tigers, Holdyn Goff led all 
rushers and scoring. Goff 
had 14 carries for 104 
yards, and scored on two 
touchdown runs of five 
and seven yards. Goff was 
seven for 13 passing for 

144 yards and a 10-yard 
touchdown pass to Mason 
Marquez. Goff hit two PAT 
passes to Mason Marquez 
and Blayze Fisher. Goff 
finished the night with 248 
total yards. 

Mason Marquez had six 
carries for 31 yards rush-
ing, including a four-yard 
touchdown run, four recep-
tions for 65 yards, and 
one 10-yard touchdown 
reception. Marquez caught 
one PAT pass for the con-
version. He ended the night 
with 96 yards total offense. 

Evan Williamson had two 
receptions for 44 yards, 
and one five-yard kickoff 
return, for a total of 49 
total yards. 

Blayze Fisher caught a 

PAT pass for conversion. 
Defensively for the 

Tigers:
Evan Williamson had four 

solos and three assists, for 
seven total tackles. 

Holdyn Goff had six solos 
and one assist, for a total 
of seven tackles. 

Blayze Fisher had two 
solos and five assists, for a 
total of seven tackles. 

Mason Marquez had 
three solos and three 
assists, for a total of six 
tackles. Caden Brinkley had 
two solos and two assists, 
for a total of four tackles. 

Ranger Dalton had two 
solo tackles.  

The Junior High Team 
has a week off before start-
ing District play. 

COURTESY PHOTOS BY GHS CHEERLEADERS

Gatesville High School honored our troops this week with Military Appreciation Night at Friday’s game. During their pep rally, themed “March over the Eagles,” students were encouraged 
to show their patriotism by dressing in red, white, and blue. GHS cheerleaders and band members joined in the fun to show their appreciation.  

MARCH OVER THE EAGLES PEP RALLY

the Lady Cadets seemed 
bent on exacting some 
revenge in the rematch. 
After a back-and-forth start 
to the first set, they pulled 
away for a 25-20 win.

Set two was a completely 
different story. 

“I am so proud of the 
way the team came back 
after game one. We showed 
a lot of grit, confidence, 
and were relentless in each 
phase,” Weber said. 

Gatesville steamrolled 
the Lady Cadets in the 
second set, winning 25-9. 

They jumped out to a 7-1 
lead, thanks in large part to 
their dominance at the net. 
In the early part of the set, 
the trio of Emma Pollard, 
Addison Taylor, and Laura 
Trejo controlled the front 
row while Barrett Boyd and 
Anna McPherson joined the 
party later in the frame. 

After Connally momen-
tarily paused the momen-
tum and cut the deficit 
to 10-8, the Lady Hornets 
exploded and reeled off 15 
of the next 16 points.

The run featured three 
aces from Belle Bartlett, 
three kills and two blocks 
from Boyd, and a kill and 
two blocks from McPher-

son. 
They took the third set 

25-20 and finished with a 
highlight reel effort from 
Trejo. After a Connally 
block, Trejo dove, rolled, 
and kept the play alive 
with a one-handed dig. Her 
effort resulted in a perfect 
pass to Taylor Sanderson 
who set up Emma Pollard 
for the winning point. 

In the fourth set, Boyd 
picked up the final point of 
the 25-16 set win by pum-
meling an errant Connally 
pass for a winner. Boyd and 
Trejo – Gatesville’s lone 
seniors – were playing their 
penultimate home games. 

“Barrett and Trejo have 

made a big impact. I am so 
appreciative of the time, 
hard work, and energy they 
have put into the volley-
ball program,” Weber said. 
“Both of these girls would 
do anything I ask of them 
and do it with 110%. They 
have been great examples 
to our younger players, and 
I know they are going to do 
big things in the future.”

Gatesville wrapped their 
home schedule with a game 
against state-ranked Salado 
on Oct. 20, then finish the 
regular season at La Vega 
on Oct. 24. The postseason 
would begin on Oct. 30 or 
Oct. 31.  

STREAK
FROM PAGE B1
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Laura Trejo

COURTESY PHOTO

The Gatesville Junior High Cross Country Boys and Girls teams both placed 2nd at district.

Tigers junior high A team takes 
their first loss of the season

GJHS EARNS SECOND PLACE AT DISTRICT
JONESBORO EAGLES
Layden Nichols

1 reception for 13 yards, 6 tackles, 
4 assists, 1 interception for 20 yards, 

2 TDs, 12 kick points

OGLESBY TIGERS
Bye week

GATESVILLE HORNETS
Jacob Newkirk

191 yards passing, 10 yards rushing, 
3 passing TD’s, 5 Tackles, 

1 interception

PLAYERS  OF  THE  WEEK

• • • • • • • • •  PLAYERS OF THE WEEK BROUGHT TO YOU BY  • • • • • • • • •

EVANT ELKS
Bye week
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bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For Appointment

Walk-ins Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

We’ll Buy Your 
Gold & Silver

Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 10/17/23).......

$1921.80
SILVER (XAG/USD 10/17/23)..........

$22.82

8A vs. Salado

	 1     2    3    4    FINAL

Gatesville	 6    7    7    7      27

Salado	 6    6    6    8      26

Leading Rushers: Grady Keeton- 19 for 
144 yards, 2 TDs (18 and 30 yards); Brax-
ton Brown- 7 for 31; Draven Henderson- 3 
for 12, TD (2-yard TD)

Offensive Line standouts: Isaac Crawford, 
Joey Lonzetta, Stephen Walker, Jaxon Bot-
kin, Zak Rodriguez

Leading Passers:  Grady Keeton- 3/5, 39 
yards, 1 TD 

Leading Receivers:  Draven Henderson- 1 
for 18, TD; Kaydon Buster- 2 for 21, 1 TD 

Leading Tacklers/Defensive players: 
Grady Keeton- 12 tackles, 1 PBU; Jaycob 
Webb- 4 tackles, 1 TFL; Draven Hender-
son- 4 tackles, 3 pressure passer; Austyn 
Pickle- 6 tackles, 1 PBU; Wayne Brumba-
low- 4 tackles; Stephen Walker- 3 tackles, 1 
TFL; Camden Webb- 1 TFL, 1 PBU 

Special Teams- Leo Leon- 3/3 on XPs

Season Record: 6-0

8B vs. Salado

	 1     2    3    4    FINAL

Gatesville	 6     6    0    0        12

Salado	 0     0    0    0         0

Leading Rushers: Kegan Redford- 7 for 
21; Cash Heath- 4 for 42; Hayden Kirby- 4 
for 8; Brensyn Pope- 3 for 53, 1 TD run of 
39 yards

Offensive Line/ TE standouts: Memphis 
Salas, Kaiden Gibson

Leading Passer: Cash Heath- 1/1 for 18 
yards, 1 TD

Leading Receiver: Pate Foster- 18-yard TD 
catch

Leading Tacklers/Defensive players:  Ke-
gan Redford- 4 tackles, 1 pressure passer; 
Hunter Loy- 3 tackles, 1 PBU; Pate Foster- 3 
tackles, 1 TFL

Season Record: 3-3

7A vs. Salado

	 1     2    3    4    FINAL

Gatesville	 6    0    0    0         6   

Salado	 0    0    0    6         6

Leading Rushers: Bennett Eggeling- 12 for 
62 (2-yard TD run); Sebastian Hubik- 2 for 
6 

Leading Tacklers/Defensive players:  
Sebastian Hubik- 12 tackles, 1 sack, 1 TFL; 
Theo Williams- 6 tackles, 1 fumble recov-
ery, 1 sack, 1 TFL; Jaxson Franks- 5 tackles; 
Bennett Eggeling- 3 tackles; Brayden War-
ren- 4 tackles, 1 INT;  Jennar Velasquez- 3 
tackles

Season Record: 1-4-1

7B vs. Salado

	 1     2    3    4    FINAL

Gatesville	 0    0    0    8         8  

Salado	 0    6    0    0         6

Leading Rushers: Damian Millan- 6 carries 
for 49 yards,1 TD (45-yard TD run under 
a minute to play in game); Micah Olvera- 3 
for 28, game winning 2 point conversion

Offensive Line/ TE standouts: Jackson 
Gaulden, Callen Streetman

Leading Tacklers/Defensive players:  Mi-
cah Olvera- 6 tackles, Zachary Poliquin- 4 
tackles; Damian Millan- 3 tackles, Chan-
ning Hardcastle- 4 tackles, 1 fumble recov-
ery; Jackson Gaulden- game winning sack  

Season Record: 4-1-1

Staff Reports

Evant defeated Gustine 
Independent School Dis-
trict and sealed the district 
16-1A championship, 25-9, 
25-10, 25-14.

The stats include:
Harley Weeks – 3 aces, 6 

digs, 21 assists, 4 kills.
Hailey Neri – 1 ace, 6 

digs, 1 kill.
Molly Waldrum – 2 aces, 

3 digs, 16 kills, 2 blocks.
Bree Ramirez – 3 aces, 10 

digs, 9 assists, 4 kills.
Luwi Rodriguez – 1 ace, 

11 digs, 6 kills.
Izzy Grandy – 4 aces, 5 

digs, 5 kills.
Maya Reynolds – 2 digs, 

1 kill.
The Lady Elks defeated 

Mullin ISD on Tuesday, 
Oct. 17, 25-8, 25-10, 25-
11. The team finished in 

the district as undefeated 
champions and will have 
the first-round bye in the 
playoffs.

The stats include:

Harley Weeks - 15 assists, 
4 kills, 1 ace, 2 digs.

Hailey Neri - 4 kills, 4 
digs.

Molly Waldrum - 12 kills, 
2 aces, 2 digs, 3 blocks.

Bree Ramirez - 9 assists, 
1 kill, 2 aces, 3 digs.

Luwi Rodriguez - 3 as-
sists, 5 kills, 5 digs, 1 ace.

Izzy Gandy - 2 aces, 5 
kills, 2 digs.

Jolyce Acosta - 1 ace, 2 
digs.

Maya Reynolds - 1 dig.
Bella Kolajo - 1 kill.
Daisy Morales - 1 dig.
Evant ISD is located at 

339 Memory Lane in Evant.

GATESVILLE  JUNIOR  HIGH 
FOOTBALL  RESULTS Lady Elks volleyball seals District 

Championship

BY TOM NORRELL
Contributing Writer   

The Oglesby Junior Var-
sity Team played the Divi-
sion 1 Abbott Panthers JV 
Team Oct. 12. The Panthers 
came away with a 40-7 vic-
tory over the Tigers.

  Offensively for the 
Tigers, Aiden Oxford 
led the team in rushing 
with 16 carries and 73 
yards, including a 55-yard 
touchdown run for the 

Tigers only touchdown of 
the night. He had one pass 
reception for 20 yards, 
two kickoff returns for 19 
yards, and one PAT conver-
sion. Oxford had a total 
of 112 yards. He also had 
a 65-yard kickoff return 
for a touchdown, but it 
was nullified by a holding 
penalty. Abram Shaw had 
five carries for 35 yards. 
Kayson Campbell had a 
carry for 10 yards. Jordon 

Smith was one of six pass-
ing for 20 yards. 

Defensively:
Jaxon Markum continues 

to improve on defense, 
leading all tacklers with 
eight solos and five assists 
for a total 13 tackles. 

Javon Howard had four 
solos and four assists for 
eight tackles. 

Jordan Smith had two 
solos and five assists for 

seven tackles. 
Abram Shaw had one 

solo and one assist for two 
tackles. 

Aiden Oxford had three 
solo tackles. 

Joseph Escamilla assisted 
with a tackle. 

Kayson Campbell had 
two solos, one assist, and 
two quarterback pressures. 

The Oglesby JV Tigers 
are idle next week until 
District play. 

Oglesby JV falls to Division 1   
Abbott Panthers 

Week 8, October 13-14
1. Gatesville vs. Salado
2. Copperas Cove vs. 

Midway
3. Jonesboro vs. Santa 

Anna
4. UMHB vs. Sul Ross
5. Tarleton vs. Eastern 

Kentucky
6. A&M vs. Tennessee
7. Texas Tech vs. Kansas 

State
8. Howard Payne vs. 

Austin College
9. TCU vs. BYU
10. LSU vs. Auburn
11. Moody vs. Crawford

First place in week 
8 was once again tied 
between David White and 
C.W. Vernon, who both 

correctly picked nine out 
of 11 games. A tiebreaker 
score of 42 determined 
White, who predicted 36 
points, the first place win-
ner and Vernon, who pre-
dicted 60 points, the sec-
ond place winner. White 
wins $20 and Vernon 
wins $10. Third place was 
also tied between Yvonne 

Dutschmann and Rancher 
Jeffcoat, who both picked 
seven out of 11 games. 
Dutschmann predicted 47 
points on the tiebreaker 
while Jeffcoat predicted 
63 points. Dutschmann 
wins third place and $5. 

Gatesville Messenger football contest results

Staff Reports

Red Ribbon Week is cel-
ebrated each year through 
the week of Oct. 23 to Oct. 
31. This is the nation’s old-
est and largest drug preven-
tion awareness program.

Red Ribbon Week began 
following the death of Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) Special Agent 
Enrique Camarena, who 
in 1985 was brutally mur-
dered by drug traffickers 
while investigating in Mex-
ico. To honor SA Camarena, 
high school friend, Henry 
Lozano, and Congressman 
Duncan Hunter, created Ca-
marena Clubs and the wear-
ing of a red ribbon to show 
opposition to drugs.

In 1988, the National Fam-
ily Partnership coordinated 
the first National Red Rib-
bon Week, with President 
and Mrs. Reagan serving 
as honorary chairpersons. 
Since then, the Red Ribbon 
campaign has taken on na-
tional significance, and NFP 
continues to coordinate 
the campaign for families, 
schools, and communities 

across the nation each year.
The following campuses 

will participate in dress-up 
days to honor the annual 
Red Ribbon Week:

-	 Gatesville Primary 
School, Gatesville Elemen-
tary School, and Gatesville 
Intermediate School will 
share the same dress-up 

days from Monday, Oct. 
23 through Friday, Oct. 
27. Monday, wear tie dye; 
Tuesday, dress like a su-
perhero; Wednesday, wear 
red, white, and blue; Thurs-
day, crazy socks; and Fri-
day, Halloween costumes. 
Students must be in dress 
code, along with no masks.

-	 Gatesville High 
School will participate in its 
dress-up days from Mon-
day, Oct. 23 through Friday, 
Oct. 27. Monday, wear tie 
dye; Tuesday, barbeque dad 
or soccer mom; Wednesday, 
country vs country; Thurs-
day, crazy/backward day; 
and Friday, freaky Friday or 
Halloween costumes.

-	 Oglesby Indepen-
dent School District will 
hold dress up days from 
Monday, Oct. 23 through 
Friday, Oct. 27. Mon-
day, wear red; Tuesday, 
wear neon/bright colors; 
Wednesday, wear camo; 
Thursday, wear athletic 
gear; and Friday, soccer 
mom or barbeque dad.

-	 Evant Indepen-
dent School District will 
hold dress up days from 
Tuesday, Oct. 24 to Friday, 
Oct. 27. Tuesday, pajama 
day; Wednesday, twin day; 
Thursday, Hawaiian day; 
and Friday, costume day.

For more information on 
Red Ribbon Week, visit re-
dribbon.org.

Red Ribbon Week celebrated 
annually in October
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Auto • Home • Business
Life • Renters • Condo

1204 E Main St. Ste B
Gatesville, TX 76528

Office: (254) 865-8888
Cell: (254) 223-1291

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Road, Gatesville

midtexplumbing@gmail.com
Master Lic. No. M-42617

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville 
www.leairdsfurniture.com

(254) 865-2615

GARY GRIBBLE, OWNER

254-865-1236
254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER 
OF SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK
GRAVEL ROADS & DRIVES
BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

CEDAR YARD & 
SAW MILL, LLC

254-206-0294

Hunt Bergman

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION &

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

10. Howard Payne vs. Texas Lutheran

1. Gatesville vs. Robinson

5. Oglesby vs. Calvert

1 Year Subscription

Name_________________________
Address________________________
City___________________________
State__________________________
Zip___________________________
Phone_________________________

Clip and mail w/check to:
P.O. Box 799

Gatesville, TX 76528

q $50
IN-COUNTY
Coryell only

q $40
ONLINE ONLY
Gatesville Messenger

q $80
OUT-OF-STATE
Outside Texas

q $70
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texas

GATESVILLE OFFICIAL 
ENTRY FORM
Deadline for entries 

12 p.m. Friday!

1.______________________

2.______________________

3.______________________

4.______________________

5.______________________

6.______________________

7.______________________

8.______________________

9.______________________

10._____________________

11.______________________

Tie Breaker:   1 Score_________

Name: ___________________

Address:_________________

City:____________________

Phone:__________________

No Photocopies please!

OFFICIAL RULES
There are 11 games listed in advertisements on this page. To enter, pick the winner and write the name of that team in 
the appropriate blank on the official entry form.
Deliver the form to: The Gatesville Messenger, 116 S. 6th Street, Gatesville, TX 76528, by 12:00 PM FRIDAY.
(Limit one entry per person).
Entries will be tabulated weekly and the results published in the next issue of The Gatesville Messenger. The first place 
winner each week will receive $20, the second place winner $10 and the third place winner $5. The tie breaker will be 
used to determine placings. In case of a tie, the money will be divided equally. To pick the tie breaker, predict the total 
number of points in the selected game and enter in the appropriate space on the official entry form. All entries become 
the property of The Gatesville Messenger. Please write clearly and be sure to enter your pick in the correct blank.

FOOTBALL CONTEST
2023

Winners can pick up their checks at The Gatesville Messenger office.

2nd PLACE2nd PLACE
$10

3rd PLACE3rd PLACE
$5

1st PLACE1st PLACE
$20

Advanced Tech
Roofing & Restorations

• Residential • Commercial
• All Types of Roofing

FREE INSPECTION 
WITH ESTIMATE

Cody Smith
254-226-7257

codysmith7728@yahoo.com
Licensed & Insured

3. Jonesboro vs. May

2. Evant vs. Santa Anna

4. UMHB vs Hardin Simmons

254-206-3300

4701 S. State Hwy. 36
Gatesville, TX 76528

Hassle-free vehicle repair 
and maintenance

7. Tarleton vs. Central Arkansas6. Baylor vs. Iowa State

254-865-1000
102 FM 107, GATESVILLE, TX

WWW.HILLSIDE-OUTDOORS.COM

MOWER SALES,
SERVICE & PARTS

EQUIPMENT RENTALS

11. Moody vs Bruceville-Eddy

8. UT vs. BYU

2533 S. Hwy. 36
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8820

Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

9. A&M vs. South Carolina

Scott Tatum, Owner
1101 W. Main Street
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816

We’ve Got You Covered!

Shop at Home for Your 
Flooring Needs!

OUTSTANDING SELECTION & 
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION.
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Gallaher the Texan leader again, Samaniego 
 shines in final round at Oregon State Invitational

Kendall records 100th  
save in loss at Utah Tech

Texans fall in double overtime heartbreaker at Eastern Kentucky

COURTESY PHOTO

For the third time in three golf tournaments this season, Carson Gallaher led the Texans, this time at the Oregon State Invitational on 
Monday, Oct. 9 and Tuesday, Oct. 10. 

Tarleton State University 

CORVALLIS, Ore. — For the 
third time in three golf tour-
naments this season, Carson 
Gallaher led the Texans, this 
time at the Oregon State 
Invitational on Monday, Oct. 
9 and Tuesday, Oct. 10.

Gallaher shot +9 (72-73-
77) to finish tied for 32nd 
at Trysting Tree Golf Club. 
Since joining the Purple and 
White, Gallaher has pow-
ered Tarleton State in each 
tournament.

It was a cold and rainy 
day on Tuesday, but Bladen 
Samaniego shined through 
it, turning in a career-best 
round of -1 (70) to shoot 
+13 (79-77-70) overall for 
tied-60th.

Alvaro Huidobro had the 
best opening round among 
the group at even-par (71). 

He finished +14 (71-74-82) 
for tied- 66th. Freshman Tate 
Littman made his collegiate 
debut, shooting +15 (76-78-
74) for tied-75th. Freshman 
Chandler Barch rounded out 
the group at +18 (77-73-81) 
for tied-82nd.

As a team, Tarleton fin-
ished 14th at +43 (296-
297-302). The host Beavers 
won the event at +3 (270-
292-293). Arizona State’s 
Nicholas Prieto was the med-
alist at -4 (68-70-71).

The Texans have one tour-
nament remaining this fall, 
an international event just 
over the border. Tarleton 
State will play in George 
Washington’s Monterrey 
International Invitational at 
Club Campestre Monterrey 
in Monterrey, Mexico, on Oct. 
27-28.

Tarleton State University

ST. GEORGE, Utah — 
Mikayla Kendall notched her 
100th save of the season on 
her second save of the night 
in Tarleton State’s 3-1 loss to 
Utah Tech on Thursday, Oct. 
12 at Greater Zion Stadium.

Kendall became the first 
Texan and first Western 
Athletic Conference goal-
keeper this season to eclipse 
the 100-saves mark with 
8 against the Trailblazers. 
She is just the sixth NCAA 
Division 1 goalie to reach the 
feat this season.

Nicole Fels prevented the 
Texans from being shut out 
scoring her second goal of 
the season with two minutes 
remaining in the second half.

Avery Harr fired her 14th 
shot on goal to inch closer 
to the program record of 15 

that she set last season.
Harr streaked 40 yards 

down the sideline in the 
third minute to take a shot 
from the far left 20 yards 
left that was saved by the UT 
keeper.

In the 15th minute of play, 
Kendall fielded a ground 
ball off a slow shot from 20 
yards to notch her 100th 
save of the season. She faced 
three more shots in the first 
half recording a save on each 
and keeping the Trailblazers 
scoreless.

In the 27th minute, Mila 
Bettinelli found a pass in 
the middle of field and fired 
in a tailing shot that was 
just tipped out by the out-
stretched hands of the div-
ing goalie.

Neither team was able 
to make any true scoring 

threats in the first half re-
sulting in a 0-0 deadlock af-
ter 45 minutes on the pitch.

Utah Tech was quick to 
score out of the half break-
ing the scoreless tie four 
minutes into the second 
half. Brynlee Rider found 
the left corner of the net 
past Kendall to give the 
Trailblazers a 1-0 lead.

Just over 15 minutes later, 
UT added its second goal of 
the night originating from a 
corner. Emily Garbett sent 
the corner nearly 10 yards 
in the middle front of the 
goal where Kearney Hoggan 
was there to send a header 
past Kendall who was be-
ing shielded by a Trailblazer 
defender.

The Trailblazers added 
a third goal off a free kick 
from 20 yards out. Garbett’s 

free kick found Hanna 
Carlisle who headed in an in-
surance goal for UT.

With just over two minutes 
remaining in the contest, 
Fels headed in Jaycie Bass’ 
corner just a few feet in front 
of the Utah Tech keeper, 

to prevent the Trailblazers 
from earning a shutout. The 
Texans were unable to an-
swer two more times in the 
final two minutes and fell, 
3-1.

Utah Tech outshot the 
Texans, 22-5 and 11-4 on 

goal. Tarleton held the ad-
vantage in corner kicks, 5-4 
and was called for two less 
fouls than UT. The Purple 
and White also recorded 
eight saves to Utah Tech’s, 
three.

COURTESY PHOTO

Mikayla Kendall notched her 100th save of the season on her second save of the night in Tarleton State’s 
3-1 loss to Utah Tech on Thursday, Oct. 12 at Greater Zion Stadium.

Tarleton State University

RICHMOND, Ky. - The 
Texans had a chance to win 
a roller coaster ride of a 
game as time expired, but 
a missed field goal pushed 
the conference contest to 
overtime. Eastern Kentucky 
ended up winning the United 
Athletic Conference game in 
Richmond, Kentucky, 41-35 
in double overtime on their 
homecoming Saturday, Oct. 
14.

The Texans (4-3, 1-2 UAC) 
dropped their second straight 
game and fell to 0-2 all-time 
at EKU, but this game was 
much different than their last 
at Roy Kidd Stadium. The of-
fense exploded for their high-
est scoring game since Sept. 
9, covering 527 of total yards, 
including 316 on the ground. 
The Colonels (3-3, 2-0 UAC) 
won their third straight game 
since starting the year 0-3.

Tarleton entered the fourth 
quarter trailing 28-21, tying 
it on a 3-yard Derrel Kelley 
III touchdown rush with 9:45 
to play. The Texans forced 
a missed field goal on EKU’s 
ensuing drive, then bled out 
the remaining 5:35 of regula-
tion and attempted a 24-yard 
field goal as time expired that 
sailed wide.

In overtime, EKU got the 
ball first and scored a touch-
down on two plays. Tarleton 
answered in a dire circum-
stance, facing 4th and 15 on 
the EKU 30-yard line. Texan 

QB Victor Gabalis 
found Darius Cooper 
in the middle of the 
end zone for a 30-
yard touchdown con-
nection to push the 
game to double over-
time. In 2OT, Gabalis’ 
pass got hit in the 
air, and EKU’s Logan 
Blake came down 
with the tip-drill 
interception. EKU’s 
Parker McKinney 
QB-sneaked a 1-yard 
touchdown to win 
the game for the 
Colonels.

Gabalis finished 
16-of-30 for 211 
yards, three touch-
downs and two in-
terceptions. Kayvon 
Britten exploded 
for 187 yards on 18 car-
ries (10.4 yards per carry) 
and a touchdown. Kelley 
joined him above the cen-
tury mark, rushing for 102 
yards on 17 attempts (6.0 
YPC) and a score. Cooper had 
six receptions for 149 yards 
and two touchdowns, and 
Benjamin Omayebu tallied 
five catches for 39 yards and 
a touchdown.

At 316 rushing yards, 
Tarleton had their most in a 
game since Sept. 11, 2021, vs. 
Fort Lewis (347). The Texans 
also had multiple players 
with 100-plus rushing yards 
since Sept. 25, 2021.

Defensively, Qua’Shawn 
Washington led Tarleton with 

nine tackles, adding 0.5 TFL. 
Ely Doyle had eight tack-
les, and Kyle Taylor notched 
seven. Brandon Tolvert and 
Caimyn Layne each recorded 
a sack.

EKU’s Braedon Sloan scored 
four touchdowns, rushing 
for three touchdowns, cover-
ing 120 yards on 24 attempts 
(5.0 YPC), adding a receiving 
touchdown on five catches 
for 40 yards. McKinney com-
pleted 19-of-33 for 190 yards 
and a touchdown, adding 98 
rushing yards on 10 carries 
(9.8 YPC) and the game-win-
ning touchdown.

The Texans started 
Saturday’s game with a 75-
yard scoring drive, sparked 

by a 21-yard Gabalis rush. He 
then tossed a 2-yard touch-
down to Omayebu, the wide 
receiver’s first of the season.

Midway through the open-
ing quarter, EKU answered 
with a 48-yard Joshua Carter 
rushing touchdown.

Tarleton answered right 
back, going 70 yards in just 
over two minutes. Cooper had 
a 36-yard leaping grab, then 
Britten punched in a 4-yard 
touchdown, his seventh score 
on the ground this season, 
eighth overall. The Texan 
running back has scored in 
six of seven games this year. 
Tarleton led 14-7 after the 
first.

The Colonels tied it once 

again on their first drive 
of the second quarter, 
a Sloan 2-yard rush. 
But again, the Texans 
answered right back 
themselves, going 75 
yards, scoring on a 27-
yard Gabalis to Cooper 
connection.

With a minute left in 
the first half, Sloan ran 
in another score to make 
it 21-21 at halftime.

The Colonels opened 
the second half with a 
75-yard scoring drive 
to take their first lead 
of the game, 28-21. 
Sloan scored his third 
touchdown of the day, 
his first receiving, on 
a 15-yard pass from 
McKinney. EKU led 28-
21 entering the fourth 

quarter.
With about 11 minutes left, 

Britten broke free on a 59-
yard rush to put the Texans 
on the doorstep, then Kelley 
finished the deal with a 
3-yard scoring rush, his third 
of the season.

Tarleton then forced EKU to 
miss a 49-yard field goal wide 
left. The Texans marched 
down the other end, bleeding 
the clock all the way out with 
a chance to win. Facing 4th 
and 1 at the EKU 18-yard line, 
Tarleton decided to go for it, 
but Tuli Teuhema was called 
for a snap infraction, sending 
the Texans five yards back 
and the field goal team on. 
A pre-snap penalty changed 

things again, this time on 
EKU, called for a delay of 
game due to messing with 
Tarleton’s snap calls. The 
Texans put the offense back 
on the field, and Kelley pow-
ered through for four yards 
and a first down.

Tarleton got down to the 
7-yard line and called time 
out with three seconds left. 
Adrian Guzman, the reigning 
UAC Special Teams Player of 
the Week, missed a 24-yard 
field goal as time expired 
after a high snap and tough 
hold rushed the process. 
Guzman was a perfect 32-
of-32 on kicks this season 
before the missed field goal, 
including 7-of-7 on field goal 
attempts.

In the first overtime, Sloan 
opened with a 20-yard rush, 
then scored his fourth touch-
down of the day from five 
yards out. On Tarleton’s 
possession, the Texans were 
down to their last play, 4th 
and 15 from the EKU 30-yard 
line. Gabalis zipped one up 
the middle to find Cooper in 
the end zone, and Guzman 
split the uprights on the extra 
point to tie the game.

In double overtime, Gabalis 
was picked off on third down, 
and EKU took advantage with 
the walk-off touchdown.

Next up for the Texans 
is their homecoming game 
against Morehead State on 
Saturday, Oct. 21, at 6 p.m. 
at Memorial Stadium in 
Stephenville, Texas.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Texans had a chance to win a roller coaster ride of a game as time expired, but a missed field goal 
pushed the conference contest to overtime. Eastern Kentucky ended up winning the United Athletic 
Conference game in Richmond, Kentucky, 41-35 in double overtime on their homecoming 
Saturday, Oct. 14.
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Backhoe,  Dozer,  Maintainer, 
Dump  Truck:  brush  clearing, 
roads,  driveways,  waterlines, 
pits,  demolition,  fence  row 
clearing,  culverts. Small  jobs 
ok.
Ben  Roberts,  254-248-4707 
or 254-865-5754. 
00030399

037

Help Wanted

Central  Texas  Landscaping 
&  Services,  LLC:  Mowing, 
Landscaping, Brush Clearing, 
Trash  Clean  Up,  Pipe  Fence 
Painting (Ospho), Road Instal-
lation. John Capella, 254-216-
3684. Licensed & Insured. 
00030331

 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES: Tree 
Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, Moving Services. 
254-239-8842. John 3:16! 
Like us on Facebook! 00030402

 

Johnson Roofing is currently 
hiring  Experienced  Commer-
cial  Roofers,  Experienced 
Metal  Framers  Immediately. 
$500  Hiring  Bonus  after  1st 
week  of  employment!  Top 
Pay and Benefits! Email resu-
mé lfuller@jroof.com 00030404

TREE  WORKS  Tree  Ser-
vice:  tree  trimming,  removal 
&  stump  grinding.  Free  esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030397

 

25  CENT  SALE!  Tues., 
10/24 - Sat., 10/28. The Boys 
&  Girls  Club  Resale  Shop, 
1706  E.  Main.  Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m. 00030379

 

Multi-Family Sale! Sat., Oct. 
21, 8 a.m. Baby items, clothes, 
furniture, and lots of miscella-
neous! 1412 Leon Street.
 

GATESVILLE PICKERS
MOONEY PLUMBING 
ESTATE SALE:  540 VIR-
GINIA DR. GATESVILLE
Thurs.-Fri.-Sat., Oct. 19-21, 
9a.m.-3p.m.
-  Ginormous  selection  of 
plumbing supplies
- Lots of tools
- Ladders
- Household items
Whatever  needed  for  plumb-
ing  we  got  it!  AND  MUCH 
MORE! 00030440

 
*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT

OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.
BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments
Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• Occupational Therapist – FT  
• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for   
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for   
Charge Nurse and Nursing 

• CNA/NA – FT All Shifts 
$4,000 FT BONUS 

• CMA/CNA* – FT All Shifts
$4,000 FT BONUS 

with on-the-job training! Must be a 

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386
fax: (254) 248-6288

Job summaries at
www.CoryellHealth.org

humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT LIVING:
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – PRN all Shifts
• CMA – PRN
BUSINESS OFFICE: 
• Patient Account Specialist – FT
HOME HEALTH:
• RN – FT
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   

Copperas Cove, and Hamilton
INFECTION PREVENTION:
• BSN-RN – FT; Preferable 

Control & Epidemiology
MEDICAL CLINIC:
• CMA/LVN – FT 
• Registration Clerk – Waco FT 
CULINARY: 
• Cook Assistant – FT
EMS:
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• Paramedic – PRN 
• EMT – PRN

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT:
• RN – FT & PRN all shifts
HOUSEKEEPING:
• Maintenance – FT
MED/ SURG:
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts
RADIOLOGY:
• CT/X-Ray Tech – PRN; TDH MRT 

& ARRT w/1 yr. exp. in CT/X-Ray
• Cath Lab Tech – FT
DIALYSIS CENTER:  
• RN Charge Nurse – FT Mon,   

Wed &  Fri, 4:45am-8:00pm
• Home Dialysis RN
SURGERY:

Technician – FT 
• Circulating RN 
• PACU RN – FT 
• Cath Lab RN – FT 

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Front Desk Help Wanted
• Must be someone who is strong and capable, and 

willing to do some heavy lifting, up to 80 lbs. and great 
personality that enjoys working with people.

• Position includes customer services, answering 
phone, helping customer at the front desk, stock inside 
materials, sometimes may need to help load customer 
in the yard or unload inside materials with small fork-
lift. Working knowledge of metal building construction 
materials needed. This is a manual labor position (must 
meet all qualifications to hire).

• Must be able to use a computer and Microsoft word. 
We will teach you how to use QuickBooks.

• Competitive pay, health insurance, dental, vison, life 
insurance, vacation and sick time. 

Apply in person at 1411 N. Hwy. 36.

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Service • Installation

Refrigeration
Servicing All Brands

Gatesville & Surrounding Areas
Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054
TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally  owned  company 
serving  all  Central  Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential.  Free  Estimates! 
254-466-5128 00030395

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com

HUNT FENCING:  Farm 
&  Ranch  Fence,  Residen-
tial,  Corrals,  Automatic 
Solar  Gates,  Custom  En-
tryways  &  Gates,  Welding 
Projects. John Hunt, Own-
er, (254)248-2613 00030398

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING:  barbed  wire,  custom 
pipe,  entryways,  corrals, 
barns,  fence  row  clearing, 
metal  buildings,  residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers,  dozer  work.  Free 
estimates.  Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00030400

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN: Tile, sheet-
rock, painting, decks, 
fences, flooring, windows, 
siding, roofing, texturing. 
Cecil Woodson, 254-216-
3835. 00030401
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Surprise that Special Someone
with a

Gift Subscription
to The Gatesville Messenger!

116 S. 6th Street
P.O. Box 799

Gatesville, Tx 76528
fax 254-865-2361

Call Today!
865-5212
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Services

Fri.-Sat.,  Oct.  20-21,  1206 
Pleasant  St.,  8a.m.-2p.m...
NO  REASONABLE  OFFER 
REFUSED...FURNITURE, 
TOYS,  SMALL  APPLI-
ANCES,  NAME-BRAND 
C L O T H I N G / S H O E S , 
BOOTS,  TOOLS,  GARDEN 
TOOLS,  ELECTRONICS, 
GOLF  CLUBS,  HOME  DE-
COR, TENTS/CAMPING! 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
Aviso de Elección Especial

To the registered voters of the County of Coryell, Texas:

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m., on November 7, 2023, for voting in a special election to adopt or reject 
the proposed Constitutional Amendments as submitted by the 88th Legislature, Regular 
Session, of the State of Texas, Gatesville ISD Trustee Election, Gatesville ISD Tax Rate 
Election, City of Gatesville City Council Elections, City of Copperas Cove Council 
Election and Special Elections, Copperas Cove ISD Trustee Election, City of Oglesby 
Council Election and the Moody ISD Bond Election.

This election will be held under the County wide polling place program.  A voter may 
vote at any of the following vote centers. You do not have to vote in the precinct that 
you live in.

November 7, 2023 7 am – 7 pm

Copperas Cove Civic Center - 1206 W Ave B, Copperas Cove
Holy Family Catholic Church - 1001 Georgetown Rd., Copperas Cove
Eastside Baptist Church - 1202 ML King Jr BLVD, Copperas Cove
Gatesville Civic Center - 303 Veterans Memorial Loop, Gatesville
Evant City Hall - 598 E Hwy 84, Evant
Flat Community Center - 159 CR 334, Flat
Oglesby Community Center - 118 Main St, Oglesby
Turnersville Community Center - 8115 FM 182, Gatesville

Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted each weekday at:

801 E Leon St., Gatesville
508 B Cove Terrace Shopping Center, Copperas Cove 

Between the hours of:

October 23-27 8 am – 5 pm
October 30-31 8 am – 5 pm
November 1 8 am – 5 pm
November 2-3 7 am – 7 pm

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:

Justin Carothers
P.O. Box 6
201 S 7th St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Applications for a ballot by mail can be emailed to:

tac@coryelltax.com
www.coryellcountytax.org

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on:

October 27, 2023

Issued this the 16th day of October 2023.
(Emitada este 16 dia de Octubre , 2023.)

(s)Roger Miller
Coryell County Judge
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5-111 acres  for sale. Will di-
vide. CR 174 near Ater.
Stanford  Real  Estate,  254-
248-2058. 00030383

Legal Notice

In  a  meeting  on  November 
2, 2023,  the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife  Commission  (the 
Commission)  will  consider 
authorizing  the  acquisition 
of  approximately  95  acres 
at  Mother  Neff  State  Park. 
The  public  will  have  an  op-
portunity  to  comment  on  the 
proposed  transaction  before 
the Commission takes action.  
The meeting will start at 9:00 
a.m.  at  the  Texas  Parks  and 
Wildlife  Department  Head-
quarters,  4200  Smith  School 
Road,  Austin,  Texas  78744.  
Prior  to  the  meeting,  public 
comment  may  be  submitted 
to Trey Vick, Land Conserva-
tion,  Texas  Parks  and  Wild-
life  Department,  4200  Smith 
School  Road,  Austin,  Texas 
78744,  or  by  email  to  trey.
vick@tpwd.texas.gov,  or  via 
the  department’s  website  at 
www.tpwd.texas.gov.    Visit 
the  TPWD  website  at  tpwd.
texas.gov  for  the  latest  infor-
mation  regarding  the  Com-
mission meeting. 
00030426

 

 
  

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO OBTAIN

AIR PERMIT (NORI) RENEWAL

PERMIT NUMBER 17410

APPLICATION. Conners Construction, Inc., has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for 
renewal of Air Quality Permit Number 17410, which would authorize continued operation of a Rock Crushing Plant located 
at 135 Oglesby Neff Park Road, Oglesby, Coryell County, Texas 76561. This link to an electronic map of the site or 
facility's general location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For exact location, refer 
to application. https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-97.521111,31.369167&level=13. The existing 
facility is authorized to emit the following air contaminants: carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, organic compounds, 
particulate matter including particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns or less and sulfur 
dioxide.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on September 25, 2023. The application will be available for viewing and 
copying at the TCEQ central office, TCEQ Waco regional office, and the Gatesville Public Library, 111 North 8th Street, 
Gatesville, Coryell County, Texas beginning the first day of publication of this notice. The facility’s compliance file, if any 
exists, is available for public review in the Waco regional office of the TCEQ. 

The executive director has determined the application is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of 
the application. Information in the application indicates that this permit renewal would not result in an increase in allowable 
emissions and would not result in the emission of an air contaminant not previously emitted. The TCEQ may act on this 
application without seeking further public comment or providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if 
certain criteria are met.

PUBLIC COMMENT. You may submit public comments to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. The 
TCEQ will consider all public comments in developing a final decision on the application and the executive director will 
prepare a response those comments. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the 
TCEQ’s jurisdiction to address in the permit process.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. You may request a contested case hearing if you are a
person who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility. If requesting a contested case 
hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or association, an official representative), 
mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s name and permit number; (3) the statement “[I/we] 
request a contested case hearing;” (4) a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the 
application and air emissions from the facility in a way not common to the general public; (5) the location and 
distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a description of how you use the property which may be 
impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment period. If 
the request is made by a group or association, one or more members who have standing to request a hearing 
must be identified by name and physical address. The interests the group or association seeks to protect must 
also be identified. You may also submit your proposed adjustments to the application/permit which would satisfy 
your concerns. 

The deadline to submit a request for a contested case hearing is 15 days after newspaper notice is published.  If 
a request is timely filed, the deadline for requesting a contested case hearing will be extended to 30 days after 
mailing of the response to comments.

If any requests for a contested case hearing are timely filed, the Executive Director will forward the application and any 
requests for a contested case hearing to the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 
Unless the application is directly referred to a contested case hearing, the executive director will mail the response to 
comments along with notification of Commission meeting to everyone who submitted comments or is on the mailing list for 
this application. The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor 
submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a 
hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and 
material air quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic 
safety, and zoning are outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

MAILING LIST. In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed on a mailing list for this application 
by sending a request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. Those on the mailing list will receive copies of 
future public notices (if any) mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk for this application.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at 
www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the 
Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you 
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public 
record. For more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the Public Education 
Program toll free at 1-800-687-4040. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Conners Construction, Inc., 2513 U.S. Highway 77, Lott, Texas 76656-
3595 or by calling Mrs. Melissa Fitts, Vice President, Westward Environmental, Inc. at (830) 249-8284.

Notice Issuance Date: September 29, 2023
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject
to the Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin, or
an intention, to make any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination.” Familial
status includes children un-
der the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people
securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity
basis.
To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 1-
800-669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.
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PUBLIC NOTICE: There will 
be  a  scheduled  Public  Hear-
ing of  the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission of Gatesville 
on November 6, 2023,  in  the 
City’s Council Chambers 110 
N. 8th Street at 5:30 p.m. The 
purpose  of  this  Public  Hear-
ing  is  to  consider  a  zoning 
amendment to newly annexed 
property located 911 Old Pid-
coke Road.
This  hearing  is  open  to  the 
public.
BY: Liz Reinhardt 
00030439

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMEND-
MENTS TO DISTRICT RULES

Notice  is  hereby given  that  the Middle Trinity Groundwater 
Conservation District (“MTGCD”) will hold a Public Hearing 
on Thursday, November 9, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. at 930 N Wolfe 
Nursery Road, Stephenville, Texas, 76401, to discuss, consid-
er and receive public comment on proposed amendments to the 
District’s rules. All interested parties are invited to attend.
The Board will consider proposed amendments to establish a 
transport fee of $0.20 per thousand gallons of water transported 
out of the District effective January 1, 2024. Any person who 
desires to appear at the hearing and present comment or other 
information on the proposed amendments may do so in person, 
by counsel, or both. Comments may be presented verbally or 
in written form. Limits may be placed on the amount of time 
that each person is allowed to present verbal comments. The 
hearing posted in this notice may be rescinded from day to day 
or continued where appropriate.

A copy of the proposed amendments to the District Rules may 
be  requested by email  at wells@middletrinitygcd.org, and  is 
available  at  MTGCD’s  website  www.middletrinitygcd.org, 
and may be reviewed or copied at 930 N Wolfe Nursery Road, 
Stephenville, Texas, 76401. Any person who wishes to receive 
more detailed information on this notice of the proposed Dis-
trict Rules  should contact  the General Manager,  at 254-965-
6705. 00030436

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Linda Woolsey Bode, Deceased, were issued on 
8-30-23, in Cause No. 23-10860, pending in the County Court-
at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: Jerolyn Shanks.
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: Jerolyn Shanks
Estate of Linda Woolsey Bode
2808 Sleepy Hollow Trail
Frisco, Texas 75033
DATED the 15th day of Sept., 2023.
Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Jerolyn Shanks
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hotmail.com
00030441

By shopping local, 
you are helping your 
community thrive. 
Every dollar spent 
counts! Not only are 
local jobs being created 
and sustained, but 
sales tax generation 
supports our police 
and fire departments, 
road maintenance, 
parks and an overall 
quality of life.

A study done by Civic 
Economics found that 
for every dollar spent 
in a local small business,
48 cents recirculate into 
our community. For 
every dollar spent at 
a chain retailer, 14 cents
finds it way back into 
the local economy; 
whereas, sales and use 
taxes paid for online 
purchases go to the state
where the company or 
warehouse is located.

WHY
SHOP

LOCAL?

Advertising in 

The Gatesville 
Messenger 

will bring dollars into your 
business and can help our entire 

community prosper!

Call 254-865-5212 today.
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Economic
Vitality!
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BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”
BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

-
yard. $128,500

-

-

-

$1,249,500
-

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO OBTAIN

AIR PERMIT (NORI) RENEWAL

PERMIT NUMBER 75715L002

APPLICATION. Conners Construction, Inc., has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for 
renewal of Air Quality Permit Number 75715L002, which would authorize continued operation of a Rock Crushing Plant 
located at 13310 Farm-to-Market Road 107, Oglesby, Coryell County, Texas 76561. This link to an electronic map of the 
site or facility's general location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For exact 
location, refer to application. https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-97.493301,31.35723&level=13. The 
existing facility is authorized to emit the following air contaminants: carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, organic 
compounds, particulate matter including particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns or less 
and sulfur dioxide.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on September 25, 2023. The application will be available for viewing and 
copying at the TCEQ central office, TCEQ Waco regional office, and the Gatesville Public Library, 111 North 8th Street, 
Gatesville, Coryell County, Texas beginning the first day of publication of this notice. The facility’s compliance file, if any 
exists, is available for public review in the Waco regional office of the TCEQ. 

The executive director has determined the application is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of 
the application. Information in the application indicates that this permit renewal would not result in an increase in allowable 
emissions and would not result in the emission of an air contaminant not previously emitted. The TCEQ may act on this 
application without seeking further public comment or providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if 
certain criteria are met.

PUBLIC COMMENT. You may submit public comments to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. The 
TCEQ will consider all public comments in developing a final decision on the application and the executive director will 
prepare a response those comments. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the 
TCEQ’s jurisdiction to address in the permit process.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. You may request a contested case hearing if you are a
person who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility. If requesting a contested case 
hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or association, an official representative), 
mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s name and permit number; (3) the statement “[I/we] 
request a contested case hearing;” (4) a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the 
application and air emissions from the facility in a way not common to the general public; (5) the location and 
distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a description of how you use the property which may be 
impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment period. If 
the request is made by a group or association, one or more members who have standing to request a hearing 
must be identified by name and physical address. The interests the group or association seeks to protect must 
also be identified. You may also submit your proposed adjustments to the application/permit which would satisfy
your concerns. 

The deadline to submit a request for a contested case hearing is 15 days after newspaper notice is published.  If 
a request is timely filed, the deadline for requesting a contested case hearing will be extended to 30 days after 
mailing of the response to comments.

If any requests for a contested case hearing are timely filed, the Executive Director will forward the application and any 
requests for a contested case hearing to the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 
Unless the application is directly referred to a contested case hearing, the executive director will mail the response to 
comments along with notification of Commission meeting to everyone who submitted comments or is on the mailing list for
this application. The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor 
submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a 
hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and 
material air quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic 
safety, and zoning are outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

MAILING LIST. In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed on a mailing list for this application 
by sending a request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. Those on the mailing list will receive copies of 
future public notices (if any) mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk for this application.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at 
www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the 
Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you 
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public 
record. For more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the Public Education 
Program toll free at 1-800-687-4040. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Conners Construction, Inc., 2513 U.S. Highway 77, Lott, Texas 76656-
3595 or by calling Mrs. Melissa Fitts, Westward Environmental, Inc. at (830) 249-8284.

Notice Issuance Date: September 28, 2023
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SCHOOL
Gatesville   H   Evant   H   Jonesboro   H   Oglesby

Staff Reports

Members of Coryell Re-
tired School Personnel 
(CRSP) will have their next 
meeting on Thursday, Oct. 
26, at Rancher’s Steak 
House, with social time 
at 9:30 a.m., and meeting 
starting at 10 a.m.

The program “Safety K-9 
Style” will be presented by 
the Coryell County Sheriff’s 
Office and K-9 Drago.

Members are reminded 
to bring their volunteer 
service hours for Deb-
bie Grmela from this last 
month or hours from April 
2023 through this month’s 
meeting if members missed 
the September meeting or 
forgot to bring them last 
month. 

 Also remember to vote 
and support Proposition 
9, which will give retired 
school personnel a cost-of-
living adjustment (COLA) 
for the first time in almost 
20 years. Since most school 
retirees are not eligible for 
social security and depend 
on their pension for in-
come, this COLA will help 
them very much in light of 
rising prices and inflation. 
Also, explain to anyone who 
asks that this action will 
NOT cause a tax increase 
as funds have already been 
set aside for it by the legis-
lature.

Voting day is Tuesday, 
Nov.7. However, early vot-
ing begins on Monday, Oct. 
23.

BY MARSHA LEE
On Tuesday, Sept. 19, sev-

en members from the local 
Coryell chapter of CRSP (Co-
ryell Retired School Person-
nel) attended a Fall District 
12 Leadership Workshop for 
Retired Teachers and School 
Personnel held in Waco at 
the Region XII Education Ser-
vice Center. They were Ger-
ald and Gayla Linton, Terri 
Phillips, Debbie Grmela, Gail 
Johnson, JoAnn Sugg, and 
Kathy Smith. In addition to 
Coryell County (Gatesville), 
District XII also includes 
chapters from Bell (Temple), 
Bosque, Falls, Freestone, 
Hamilton, Hill, Killeen, Lam-
pasas, Limestone, Mills, 
Navarro, McLennan (Waco) 
counties, and the city of 
Copperas Cove. The theme 
for this year was “TRTA 
(Texas Retired Teachers As-
sociation): Superheroes for 
70 Years.” JoAnn Sugg, the 
local Chapter President for 
the last four years, presided 
over the meeting as District 
12 President this year.

TRTA’s Mission Statement 
is that their association “ad-
vocates for improved bene-
fits for all education retirees 
and promotes the well-being 
of all its members.” Goals 
for  District 12 were set  as 
follows: (1) to pass Proposi-
tion 9; (2) to increase dis-
trict membership by 2%; (3) 
to increase volunteer hours 
to 285,000 (this year’s to-
tal was 277,163 hours, of 
which 69,742 were donated 
by Gatesville); (4) to donate 
10,000 books to children 
ages twelve and under (this 
year’s total was 9,727, of 
which 2,606 were donated 
by Gatesville); and (5) to in-
crease scholarships for se-
niors pursuing a major in 
education to a district-wide 
total of $15,000 (Gatesville 

provided two scholarships). 
The local chapter currently 
has 96 members. Although 
they are grateful for having 
gained several new mem-
bers, they have also lost 
some the last few years. If 
you are a retiree, and are not 
a member yet, they would 
love to have you join them. 
They regularly submit a 
large number of volunteer 
hours to our District 12 
yearly and donate around 
1800-2600 books to children 
each year. They also manage 
to provide two scholarships 
each year for seniors.

Gatesville is well-repre-
sented by active members 
on both district and state 
levels. Two district officers 
are from the local chap-
ter: JoAnn Sugg, District 12 
President, and Mary Bruton, 
District 12 Historian. Gail 
Johnson is one of the four-
teen chapter Presidents in 
this district. District XII also 
has three members serving 
on the state level: Earl Walls 
from Mills County (Chair-
man of State Organizational 
Affairs Committee), Alicia 
Smith from Freestone Coun-
ty (Chairman of State Legis-
lative Committee), and Shir-
ley Boyd from Bell County 
(Chairman of State Member-
ship Committee). Several of 
the Texas State Legislators 
from the House of Represen-
tatives were in attendance at 
the conference: Hugh Shine, 
Brad Buckley, Angela Orr, 
David Spiller, Cody Harris, 
and Charles Anderson.

One key speaker was Mar-
cy Cann, State President of 
TRTA. She spoke on cam-
paign news and helping get 
people out to vote. Legisla-
tive updates were also dis-
cussed.

BY MARSHA LEE
Members of CRSP (Co-

ryell Retired School Per-
sonnel) met on Thursday, 
Sept. 28, at 5:30 p.m., at 
Eastwood Baptist Church 
for their traditional “in-
door picnic” or “potluck 
party” to start off the 
year. About 64 members 
were present.

Local President, Gail 
Johnson, introduced of-
ficers and committee 
chairmen for the 2023-
2024 year. In addition 
to Gail Johnson, officers 
are JoAnn Sugg, Imme-
diate Past-President; 1st 
Vice-President, Gayla Lin-
ton; 2nd Vice-President, 
Marsha Lee; Secretary, 
Kathy Smith; Treasurer, 
Anne Byrom; and Parlia-
mentarian, Sue Vernon. 
Committee chairmen 
include Volunteer Ser-
vices, Debbie Grmela; 
Local Health Care, Fran-
cis Wise; Information/
Protective Services, Gerald 
Linton; Legislative, Yvonne 
Dutschmann; Technical 
Contact, Stella Wiegreffe 
and Terri Phillips; Member-
ship, Gayla Linton; Public 
Relations/Children’s Books 
Project, Marsha Lee; Local 
Retirement Education, Mary 
Bruton; Local Benefits Rep-
resentative, Sue Vernon; 
Foundation, JoAnn Sugg; 
Yearbook, Kathy Smith and 
Debbie Grmela; Telephone 
Committee, Betty Brown; 
Scholarships, Velva Riddle; 
and Social Activities, Gerald 
Linton.

Goals set for CRSP in-
clude (1) to increase local 
membership by adding at 
least 10 new members; (2) 
to keep members informed 
about political issues im-
pacting public education, 
teachers, retirees, and our 
retirement fund; (3) to pro-
vide two scholarships for 
graduating seniors plan-
ning to enter the field of 
education in college; (4) to 
donate 2000 books to chil-
dren in the Gatesville area; 
and (5) to improve CRSP 
communication with phone 
calls, texts, emails, Face-
book, and newsletters.

The program agenda for 
this year combines some 
serious, informative, and 
interesting topics, along 
with some “fun activities.” 
The schedule includes 
“Safety K-9 Style” with our 
County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment and K-9 Drago on 
Oct. 26; “CRSP Foundation 
History” with the City of 
Gatesville and Scott Albert, 
speaker, on Nov. 16; a trip 
to Cleburne to eat lunch 
and attend a 3 p.m. perfor-
mance of “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” at the Plaza Theater 
Company, in December-
date to be announced; 
“New Year Blessings” with 
Samuel Crosby, and a Silent 
Auction (items for auction 
needed) to raise money 
for their scholarships on 
Jan. 25; Playing “Bingo for 
Books” (small prizes ap-
preciated) to raise money 
for books to donate to local 
children on Feb. 22; “Space-
tacular Eclipse Program” 
and information on the up-
coming total solar eclipse 
on March 28; and “Health 
and Wellness” with Emily 
Leib Wuenschel, PA-C, on 
April 25. The group nor-
mally meets on the fourth 
Thursday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m., with meet-
ings starting at 10 a.m., at 
Ranchers’ Steak House, and 
enjoy visitation and lunch 
together afterward. If you 
are a retiree from GISD (or 
another school system and 
live in Coryell County), the 
members would love for 
visitors to come to their 
meetings and join the or-
ganization. The group has 
fun, but they help out oth-
ers in the community as 
well. Please consider join-

ing the local chapter of 
CRSP.

After enjoying a fantastic 
“potluck” meal, Gail John-
son introduced their first 
special guest, Dr. Barrett 
Pollard, who joined GISD as 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Academics in 2016. He 
has then served as GISD 
Superintendent since 2019. 
He gave a brief but thor-
ough summary and update 
of our school district as we 
started off the 2023-2024 
schoolyear, covering edu-
cational needs, faculty and 
student enrollment, policy 
and building changes, ad-
dressing safety concerns, 
and how students are per-
forming academically, as 
well as in extracurricular 
activities. Asked what the 
most difficult educational 
challenge had been, or is-
sue we have faced in the 
past few years, he replied 
it was definitely coming 
back from covid and “vir-
tual learning.” There was 
no doubt that students 
were behind when they 
came back, for a number of 
reasons, so both students 
and teachers had to really 
work hard to regain what 
had been lost.  Lastly, he 
explained what passage of 
Proposition A on the No-
vember ballot would mean 
to school districts and how 
the local district would use 
the money. (There was an 
excellent article interview-

ing Dr. Pollard on this issue 
in the Oct. 7 Gatesville Mes-
senger).

After Dr. Pollard conclud-
ed his presentation, JoAnn 
Sugg, our District 12 Presi-
dent, explained about Prop-
osition 9 on the November 
ballot, which would pro-
vide a pension increase for 
retired teachers. No public-
school retiree since 2004 
has received a cost-of-living 
adjustment (COLA). Most 
teachers are not eligible to 
receive social security, so 
their TRS pension is their 
primary source of income. 
There will be no increase in 
taxes for this, as the Texas 
legislature has already set 
aside the funds to make 
this happen with voter ap-
proval.

Next, Gail Johnson intro-
duced the last part of the 
program, a performance 
by a multi-talented group 
of singers known as “The 
Leading Ladies.” The group 
is directed by Rosemary 
Whittle, and Charles Ament 
is their accompanist. The 
singers include Doris Mu-
sic, Mary Kafer, Kathleen 
Blankemeyer, Michelle Mar-
tin, Katherine Sullivant, 
Anna Kate Stanley, Shirleen 
Chandler, Debbie Ament, 
Nancy Suson, Marsha Fowl-
er, Becky Jones, Chelsey 
Johnson, Karen Schmidt, 
DeDe Powell, and Diana 
Fincher.

COURTESY PHOTO

 District teachers attending the workshop included on the back row, 
left to right, Gerald Linton, Gayla Linton, Terri Phillips, and Debbie 
Grmela. Front row, left to right, included Gail Johnson, JoAnn Sugg, 
and Kathy Smith.

Retired teachers attend 
district workshop COURTESY PHOTO

“The Leading Ladies” performed for the retired teachers at the end of their program. Charles Ament ac-
companied on the piano, and Rosemary Whittle directed the choir.

Local Retired School Personnel Make 
Plans for 2023-2024

COURTESY PHOTO

The Gatesville High School Fighting Hornet Band competed at Midway Independent School District on Saturday, Oct. 14, where 
they received superior ratings. The competition marked a 10-year streak of getting all superior ratings. This was possible through 
the hard work of the band, color guard, dazzlers, and directors.

SUPERIOR RATINGS

Retired School Personnel 
to meet Oct. 26
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Staff Reports

OCT. 21
EVANT ISD ANNUAL 

HARVEST FESTIVAL TO BE 
HELD OCT. 21

Evant Independent 
School District will hold its 
annual Harvest Festival for 
the community to attend 
on Saturday, Oct. 21, from 
5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.

From 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
voting for the Harvest Fes-
tival Duke, Dutchess, King, 
and Queen will take place.

There will be games and 
activities from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:15 p.m. in the old gym. 
Barbeque plates will be 
served by the Evant Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) 
in the new gym during that 
same time as well.

The coronation of Har-
vest Festival court will be 
at 7:30 p.m.

Along with other festivi-
ties, a haunted house will 
be present from 8 p.m. to 
10 p.m.

For more information, 
contact Evant ISD at 254-
471-5536.

Evant ISD is located at 
339 Memory Lane in Evant.

OCT. 24
GATESVILLE PRIMARY 

PRESENTS FALL FAMILY 
NIGHT OCT. 24

A Fall Family Night will 
be hosted by Gatesville Pri-
mary School on Tuesday, 

Oct. 24 from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. and will be held 
on the playground.

The event will feature 
various activities, includ-
ing a book fair, games, 
crafts, the Nipa food truck, 
the Coffee Saloon truck, 
Bryson’s Sno-Dizzle, and 
much more.

Be sure to wear a Hallow-
een costume.

For more information, 
the Gatesville Primary 
School can be contacted at 
254-865-7264.

Gatesville Primary 
School is located at 308 
Hornet Way.

OCT. 26
GATESVILLE INTERME-

DIATE PRESENTS FALL 
FESTIVAL OCT. 26

A fall festival will be 
hosted by Gatesville Inter-
mediate School on Thurs-
day, Oct. 26. The festival 
will be held from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. and is open to 
the public to attend.

There will be plenty of 
activities, including glow 
disc golf, a haunted house, 
corn hole, fall pictures, a 
cake and pie walk, a bottle 
toss, sack races, as well 
as visiting with the Gates-
ville Police Department, 
Gatesville Volunteer Fire 
Department, and military 
personnel. 

Tickets will be sold for 
one dollar each, and arm-
bands will cost $20. Both 
will be sold at the ticket 
booths only. Cash will be 

the only form of payment 
accepted.

The armband includes 
unlimited games, one 
canned drink, one piece of 
candy, one tattoo, a glow 
stick, and all booths and 
activities. Painting tiles are 
not included in the arm-
band price.

For more information, 
contact Gatesville Interme-
diate at 254-865-2526.

The Gatesville Interme-
diate School is located at 
311 Hornet Way.

OCT. 28
GATESVILLE HIGH 

SCHOOL PRESENTS FALL 
FLING DANCE

Gatesville High School 
will host a semi-formal 
Fall Fling Dance on Satur-
day, Oct. 28, from 7 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m., located in 
the Gatesville High School 
Cafeteria.

To enter the dance, go 
through door numbers 
29 and 32, which are near 
the entrance of the Gates-
ville High School cafeteria 
and courtyard. There will 
be plenty of snacks and 
drinks provided.

This dance is open to all 
ninth through 12th grade 
students. Tickets are $20 
each and will be sold 
during the lunch hours 
of Wednesday, Oct. 18, 
through Friday, Oct. 27.

Students must be in 
good standing with grades, 
behavior, attendance, and 
cannot owe any fines or 

holds.
Fall Fling is a school 

event, and students are re-
quired to comply with the 
general GHS dress code, 
in addition to the require-
ments listed below.

If students feel their at-
tire is questionable, they 
are encouraged to discuss 
(or show) their evening 
wear to administration be-
fore the event.

Students who are non-
compliant with the dress 
code guidelines will be giv-
en the opportunity to com-
ply. If they refuse, they will 
not be permitted to attend 
the dance and will not re-
ceive a refund.

Female Dress Code: La-
dies can wear semi-for-
mal/formal gowns or pant 
suits.

- Strapless gowns and 
spaghetti straps will be al-
lowed.

- All attire should be 
modestly cut, no plunging 
or low-cut necklines.

- No visible midriff or re-
vealing side cutouts.

- All attire should be of 
modest length, not above 
the mid-thigh length.

- No slits more than five 
inches above the knee.

Male Dress Code: Men 
can wear semi-formal/for-
mal attire, which includes 
a suit, slacks, or nice jeans.

For more information, 
contact Gatesville High 
School at 254-865-8281. 
Gatesville High School is 
located at 205 South Lov-
ers Lane.

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

At a recent meeting of the 
Gatesville ISD School Board, 
it was revealed that two of 
the GISD campuses had re-
ceived the first Door Safety 
Audits of the year by the 
state.

It was reported that the 
elementary campus and the 
high school campus both 
passed the audit with “flying 
colors.” 

In the wake of the Uvalde 
tragedy, the state began 
random door audits of all 
public schools last school 
year.  GISD Superintendent, 
Dr. Barrett Pollard said, “In 
the 22-23 school year, the 
elementary, junior high, and 
high school all received ran-
dom audits and passed.  So 
far this school year, the el-
ementary and high school 
have received random au-
dits. I believe the state’s goal 

is to reach as many schools 
as possible during each 
school year.”

According to Pollard, the 
auditor checks several exte-
rior doors, and then checks 
up to ten interior doors to 
make sure they are locked 
as well. 

“The auditor was very 
pleased with both campus-
es,” Pollard said.

The unannounced exterior 
door checks by the Texas 
School Safety Center are a 
part of the state’s increased 
emphasis on door security.

Inspectors often appear 
at random and will be wear-
ing civilian clothing and 
will only self-identify if ap-
proached.

“We suspect that all of our 
campuses will ultimately 
receive an audit before the 
conclusion of the school 
year,” Pollard said.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Elementary School principal, Keegan Webb, along with 
the school secretary, Sherry Feather, check to make sure the exterior 
doors are locked near the school’s front office.

Elementary, High School 
receive good report from 
state door audit

Advertiser

CORYELL
Kids

COLOR Time

NATIONAL

Apple
DAY

October 21

Apples!
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

E O B B F G S C T S
L J N N T I C R S F
P R M Q E Q E U A I
P Q E E V E O X X M
A N R L T I F P O S
X S O J C S N S W R
G S C I I U S E T U
E Q L I R O E A J O
C E X K L T R I H S
D O K B D T J E I P

Word Bank
1. tree 2. apple 3. stem 4. core
5. sour 6. pie 7. delicious 8. tart
9. sweet 10. blossom

Dictionary.com

Apples are 25% air which 
is why they float in water. 
Fruits and vegetables are an 
important part of a healthy, 
well balanced diet.

Apples are amazing fruits 
that are not only delicious but 
also super good for you. Here 
are some reasons why apples 
are awesome:

YUMMY TASTE
Apples come in many tasty 

flavors, from sweet to a little 
bit tart. They make a great 
snack all by themselves or in 

pies and apple-
sauce.

HEALTHY AND 
STRONG Eating 
apples helps keep 
you healthy. They 
are packed with vitamins 
and fiber that make your 
body strong and your tummy 
happy.

SHINY SKIN
Apples can make your skin 

look nice and shiny because 
they have antioxidants that 
keep your body healthy inside 
and out.

ENERGY 
BOOST

 When 
you eat 
apples, 
they give 
you lots of 

energy to play, run, and have 
fun all day.

GOOD FOR TEETH
Apples can help keep your 

teeth clean. They're like na-
ture's toothbrush!

So, grab an apple and take 
a big, juicy bite. They're not 
only tasty but also really 

good for you. Enjoy your 
apples!

To sponsor the Coryell Kids pages, 
call 254-865-5212.
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Gatesville Youth Volleyball opened their season on Oct. 7. Games are played each Saturday at the Gatesville High School new gym. Divisions include third and fourth grade and fifth and sixth grade.
GLADYS WHITENBURG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

GATESVILLE YOUTH VOLLEYBALL IS IN FULL SWING

Ogletree Gap Heritage Festival relives Copperas Cove history 
with pioneer demonstrations, music, and more .

KAYLEE DUSANG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

OGLETREE GAP 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL

The festival provided several pioneer demonstrations, including native dyes, weaving, blacksmith-
ing, and more.  

Dante Diestel learns about leather tooling at one of the festival’s historical demonstrations. 

Shayne DuBose utilizes historical period tools and techniques for blacksmithing.  
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REMEMBER TO WEAR 
YOUR COSTUME!

FALL FESTIVAL

Free Meal • Games • Booths • Door Prizes • Fun

Sunday, Oct. 22 • Starting at 5:30 p.m.

HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCHHAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
3110 Hay Valley Road

Train  rides

Director of Public Relations:
Susie Meelbusch
254-383-2307

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-7575

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH SEPTEMBER

We accept all insurances, Medicare traditional, Medicare replacement  plans, 
Medicaid, and Medicaid pending.

www.hillsideml.com

MAYELA 
CISNEROS

HOUSEKEEPING
This sweet lady works extremely 
hard to keep residents’ rooms 

and our facility clean.
She never calls in and has the 

best attitude.
Congratulations, Mayela, and 

thank you for all you do and for 
being a part of our Hillside Team! 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Four special education inclusion aides were recently recognized by the GISD Board of Trustees. Stand-
ing in the back, left to right: Gatesville Intermediate principal Bridget Register, GISD superintendent, 
Dr. Barrett Pollard. Front row, left to right: Becky Berry, Stacey Zuehlke, Taylor Buscemi, and Tim Mar-
tin.

COURTESY PHOTOS

 The Hive Transition Students have been busy operating their student-run coffee shop, “Stinger Café.” 
These students are part of the Life Skills class at Gatesville High School. The class prepares refresh-
ments such as smoothies and coffees. Teachers place their orders on a Google Form, then the students 
come around with a drink cart, making deliveries and accepting payments. The goal of Stinger Café is 
to help prepare students for life outside of school, so that they may hold jobs and life independently.

GISD SPOTLIGHT

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Staff Reports

At a recent meeting, the 
Gatesville Independent 
School District Board of 
Directors honored four 
special education inclusion 
aides from the Gatesville 
Intermediate campus. They 
are Becky Berry, Stacey Zu-
ehlke, Taylor Buscemi, and 
Tim Martin. Becky Berry is 
a veteran of the campus, 
but the other three are new 
to GISD this year.

Bridget Register, princi-
pal of Gatesville Intermedi-
ate, had the following to 
say about her staff mem-
bers: “They not only help 
our students within the 
general education classes, 
but they are eager to step 
in and help in any way 
possible. From morning 
porch duty to filing notes, 
covering classes, checking 
restrooms, and reviewing 
student IEPS, these staff 
members fulfill the ‘see a 

need, fill a need’ mental-
ity.”

Register continued, 
“They actively seek oppor-
tunities to work with both 
staff and students. They 
visit numerous classrooms 
each day and bring positive 
attitudes while helping to 
build the confidence of 
our students. They have 
become a vital part of our 
campus culture.”

Staff Reports

On Oct. 16, Gatesville In-
dependent School District 
Board of Trustees placed 
the Student Spotlight on 
Gatesville Elementary stu-
dent Kassidy Martinez.

Kassidy is a second-grade 
student from Amanda 
Wolff’s class. Kassidy was 
diagnosed with a rare con-
dition called Vasculitis, 
which is an autoimmune 
disease that causes inflam-
mation in the blood ves-
sels. Despite her significant 
medical challenges, Kassidy 
always maintains a positive 

attitude and has thrived at 
Gatesville Elementary.

Her teachers, Kay Mc-
Cracken and Amanda Wolff, 
had the following to say: 
“Kassidy is such a great 
student who tries hard each 
and every day despite her 
medical challenges. She 
has grit and perseverance 
that drives her desire to 
learn. Her confidence has 
grown tremendously, and 
she constantly strives to do 
her best. Aside from being 
a terrific learner, she is also 
very kind and respectful to 
her classmates and teach-
ers. Teaching her is truly a 

blessing.”
Jennifer Mann, another 

one of Kassidy’s teachers, 
had the following to say, 
“She is an amazing little 
girl who always has a smile 
on her face. She has come 
so far and loves to learn. I 
have seen her confidence 
grow so much over the last 
year and this year as well. 
Now, she has confidence 
and loves to read. Kassidy 
comes in everyday with a 
big smile on her face ask-
ing, ‘What are we doing to-
day?’ She is always ready 
for something new. She is 
an inspiration.”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Pictured center is the focus of the Student Spotlight, second-grade student, Kassidy Martinez. Pic-
tured from left to right is one of her teachers, Kay McCracken, Dr. Barrett Pollard, another one of Kas-
sidy’s teachers, Amanda Wolff, and Gatesville Elementary’s assistant principal, Karrie Judd.

Special education aides honored

Kassidy Martinez honored

Staff Reports

The Bell County Expo 
Center will host a Central 
Texas College Fair on Tues-
day, Oct. 24. The fair will be 
held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Representatives from var-
ious colleges, trade schools, 
and branches of the United 
States armed forces will be 
in attendance to answer 
questions about admis-
sions, financial aid, scholar-
ships, and more.

Students from Gatesville 
Independent School Dis-

trict will have a chance to 
visit with students from all 
over Central Texas. Schools 
that will be present include 
Academy ISD, Bartlett ISD, 
Belton ISD, Central Texas 
Christian School, Copperas 
Cove ISD, Florence ISD, 
Holland ISD, Holy Trin-
ity Catholic High School, 
Killeen ISD, Lampasas ISD, 
Moody ISD, Priority Charter 
Schools, Providence Prepa-
ratory School, Rogers ISD, 
Rosebud-Lott ISD, Salado 
ISD, Temple ISD, and Troy 

ISD.
Attending college fairs 

gives students a glimpse of 
life at a particular campus, 
as well as a bigger picture 
of what campuses students 
would like to visit, instead 
of wasting time and money 
visiting colleges at random.

The Bell County Expo 
Center is located at 301 W. 
Loop in Belton.

Central Texas College Fair 
to be held Oct. 24
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