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to Coryell Health’s own 

on being named 

by the Gatesville  

Chamber of Commerce. 

CoryellHealth.org

WHERE YOU ALWAYS FEEL AT HOME

Kaira Perez, Clinical Liaison 

Kaira Perez 

2022 Director of the Year 

When you need a winning team, 
count on Coryell Health. 

Congratulations

CHAMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS

It has been my great honor and 
privilege to be your 2022 Chamber 
of Commerce president. Last year 
saw many ups and downs, and lots 
of changes for the chamber, but I 
believe we are on the path to much 
needed growth for 2023. I’m so 
excited to see what’s in store for 
our community and I’m so excited 
to see the year ahead with such an 
amazing board of directors.

Last year, we saw growth with our 
annual town festival called Shivaree 
and I know that 2023 will be even 
bigger and better. Our annual golf 
tournament in July has quickly be-
come a huge hit and I’m excited to 
see where the future takes it. Our 
Corks and Kegs event came back 
this year in full force and was big-
ger and better then ever with a huge 
turn out from our local community.

I whole-heartedly encourage any-
one in our community to take just 
even one year and volunteer on 
our chamber ambassadors board. 
You will get to see just exactly all 
the hard work that goes in behind 
the scenes to bring people to our 
community.

Again, thank you so much to the 
board and to our community for al-
lowing me the great privilege of be-
ing your 2022 chamber president.

Barbie Klecka
Outgoing President 

The hard work of the past 
Chamber Board of Directors have 
put your Chamber of Commerce on 
a good trajectory. In recent years 
we brought back the Chamber Golf 
Scramble. Shivaree has a carnival 
again. Corks and Kegs is a new addi-
tion to downtown. 

We maintained the end of the year 
Christmas parade, even through the 
pandemic. Your chamber will con-
tinue to expand ways to highlight 
your businesses and services. We 
want to partner more closely with 
the city and other organizations to 
expand our events to multiple days. 
We want to bring Family Nights 
to the Depot. We want our neigh-
bors to visit and stay the night in 
Gatesville. 

The Ambassador and Junior 
Ambassador programs are full of 
energy and are ready to have fun 
while helping others. Thank you 
for this opportunity to be chamber 
president this next year. We live, 
work, and raise our families in this 
great community. Remember to 
shop local and support our cham-
ber members!

Dr. Scott Harper
President

Its been an exciting and challeng-
ing job here at the chamber! I have 
been working on so many great 
community ideas and look forward 
to making all the ideas come to life.

So happy to get to share my ex-
periences with my husband Jake 
and my kids Reese and Ryan, who 
all volunteer for all the events we 
have here in Gatesville. My daugh-
ter Reese has really enjoyed her 
experiences here as a Chamber of 
Commerce Junior Ambassador that 
really helps these young adults 
learn responsibility and how to give 
back to their community.

I continue to learn something 
new everyday from all the amazing 
businesses here in Gatesville and 
how to put my time and energy into 
making a great partnership with 
them all.

Tiffany Hoops
Executive Director 

Barbie Klecka
Outgoing President

Monica Hinds
Director

Abi Cozart
Incoming President

Garrett Gunnels
Treasurer

Diana Barnett
Director

Kaira Perez
Vice President

Bill Robinette
Director

Mason Matthews
Director

Dr. Scott Harper
President

Tiffany Hoops
Executive Director



300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass
Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-7575
www.hillsideml.com

M E D I C A L  L O D G E

WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCES, 

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

Director of Public Relations/
Marketing and Hospital 

Liaisons: Susie Meelbusch
254-383-2307

Our therapy team and compassionate staff works hard to provide you 

and your loved ones with the best possible care.

We are Central Texas’ premier destination for post-hospital rehabilitation and long-term care.

Please call for admission or for more information about our 
Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy services.

THANK YOU, 
SUSIE AND LUTE!

Hillside Medical Lodge would like to recognize our own Susie Meelbusch 

and Lute Sullins of Tejas Real Estate for their 

Although they will no longer carry a role at the chamber, they will both 

continue to serve our community by volunteering in other capacities.

10 years of service 

and thousands of 

volunteer hours 

to the Gatesville 

Chamber of 

Commerce and 

our community. 
SUSIE MEELBUSCH - HILLSIDE MEDICAL LODGE LUTE SULLINS - TEJAS REAL ESTATE

HILLSIDE MEDICAL LODGE SUPPORTS OUR 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY!
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Robert L. Berry
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas

716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528
Monday-Friday, 9-5 • Saturday, 9-1

COINS • JEWELRY • ETC.

WE PAY CASH!

CALL 512-810-1002
220 Memorial Dr. • Gatesville, TX • (254) 865-7272

Personal, friendly dental care
with a

SMILE

GATESVILLE

FAMILY DENTAL

General Dentistry 

Insurance Accepted

“Come see why Gatesville is the Spur Capital of Texas”

718 Main St., Gatesville, TX 76528 • 254-865-5007
Open Wed. - Sat. 10am - 4pm

proud member
OF THE GATESVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Diana Barnett, GRI

254-423-7590

We would like to welcome

Glenda Brown
to the Cowboy Real Estate Team! 

1707 E Main Street, Gatesville Tx

Office: 254-865-5006

Glenda Brown, Realtor

254-223-0906

Coryell

Feed &

Supply

Proud Chamber 

Supporters!

213 E. Main, Gatesville
254-865-6315

Open Monday – Saturday, 8am-5:30 pm

More than twenty years ago when 
her employer asked Diana Barnett 
to transfer to Gatesville to become 
the Internet Sales Manager at the lo-
cal Ford dealership, she was excited 
about the opportunity, but she had no 
idea what the local community would 
be like. As the single mother of four 
boys, one of them with special needs, 
she was anxious to see if her new 
home would be a good place to raise 
her children and if her family would 
fit in. 

Before she committed to the trans-
fer, she drove to town to see what 
Gatesville was all about. When she 
stopped at a local restaurant the wait-
ress who served her made a big first 
impression. 

“She was friendly and outgoing 
and just as sweet as she could be,” 
Barnett said, “She told me the entire 

town supported the schools and the 
kids. Her enthusiasm and friendliness 
made a big impression on me.”

Barnett moved to Gatesville from 
Killeen and found everything the wait-
ress had told her about her new home 
was truthful. At work, she would meet 
customers, transact business, and 
become friends. Then the customer 
would send their friend or family 
member to do business. Her children 
transitioned well into school, and she 
found support and kindness every-
where she turned.

Eventually, Barnett got remarried 
to Ronald “Cowboy” Barnett and 
started the Cowboy Real Estate Team. 
Unfortunately, Diana’s mother de-
veloped some serious health issues, 
which caused her to be away from 
home and her business for periods of 
time, but her neighbors and friends 

were always there to help. 
“I would be out of town for a day or 

two to take care of my mother, and 
a real estate customer would call me 
to see a house and I would have to 
explain why I was gone,” Barnett said. 
“People would never complain and 
would simply tell me to take care of 
my mom, and to let them know when I 
got back. They understood and would 
wait on me. I had friends and mem-
bers of the community who would 
reach out to me, check on me, and 
make sure I was making it ok. It is the 
best part of a small town. Here, ev-
eryone knows you, where you go and 
what you do. They want to support 
and help.”

Being part of the Chamber 
Ambassador Program is simply an op-
portunity for Barnett to give back to 
the community and to help local busi-
ness grow and prosper. 

“I know what Gatesville means to 
me and the support they have given 
me. I love being able to do the same 
for others,” Barnett said.

JEFF OSBORNE | GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Barbie Klecka stands with 
2023 Ambassador of the Year Diana Barnett of Cowboy Real Estate Team.

AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR

PEOPLE’S CHOICE

Being a part of the Gatesville 
community means everything

B
eing a part of the local community and supporting neigh-

bors is very important to this year’s Chamber of Com-

merce Ambassador of the Year, Diana Barnett.

Katrina Lee Pelkey and Gerald 
Pelkey, center, with Studebakers 
Pizza received the People’s 
Choice Award for 2023 during 
the Gatesville Chamber of 
Commerce banquet. Standing 
with them are Barbie Klecka, 
chamber board president, and 
Scott Harper, future president. 

JEFF OSBORNE |  
GATESVILLE MESSENGER

THE PAPER  
YOU LOVE, 

BROUGHT TO 
LIFE IN PRINT, 

ON YOUR 
DESKTOP, 

TABLET OR 
SMARTPHONE

THE

GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER
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Gatesville
Chamber of Commerce

Thank you for supporting your local 
Chamber of Commerce!

2307 HWY. 36 SOUTH 

GATESVILLE, TX 76528

254-865-2617

Proud to Support the

Gatesville Chamber

of Commerce.

“Always putting you first”
Member

FDIC

3411 E. Main Street

Gatesville
254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Lane

Evant
254-471-5531

117 FM 1996

Oglesby
254-470-2261

GRIB’S
Construction & Septic Tank Service

GARY GRIBBLE, OWNER
2000 VIOLET LANE   •   GATESVILLE, TX 76528

254-865-1236 or 254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED

INSTALLER OF

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

DIRTWORK, GRAVEL 

ROADS & DRIVES

BACKHOE &

MAINTAINER

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

EXEX
120 Reno Rd., Gatesville, TX 76528

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. 42617

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

EXEX

Proud Chamber Members!

JEFF OSBORNE | GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Grace Penrod, center, was named Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Junior Ambassador of the Year. Standing with her are Barbie Klecka, 
chamber board president, and Scott Harper, future president. 

JUNIOR AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR
Chamber Jr. Ambassador of the Year has a bright future

“I did not really know what 
the Junior Ambassador pro-
gram was all about, I just 
tagged along with my friend. 
But I am sure glad I joined,” 
Penrod said. 

Little did she know she 
would eventually be select-
ed as the Chamber Junior 
Ambassador of the Year. The 
daughter of Suzy and Eric 
Penrod, Gracie has been in 
the Gatesville school system 
since the 5th grade.

 “Last year I was Vice 
President of the Junior 
Ambassadors, and this year I 
am the President. I love how 
the program has gotten me 
involved working in the com-
munity and given me oppor-
tunities I would not other-
wise have had,” Penrod said. 
“I loved working at Dancing 
with the Stars, helping with 
the banquets and the pa-
rades. It gives me a chance to 
be out in the community and 
serve.” 

She is also quick to point 
out and give credit to Dr. 
Scott Harper, for his mentor-
ship and guidance as she has 

participated in the Junior 
Program. 

“Dr. Harper has been great 
and really has given me a 
lot of advice and support,” 
Penrod said.

Gracie is very enthusiastic 
about the chamber and being 
part of Junior Ambassadors.  

“I have gotten to serve my 
community and that is what 
I like about Gatesville, it is a 
small town and every time I 
worked, I got to see people I 
knew. It made me feel like I 
was part of a great group of 
people,” Penrod said.

Having applied for and 
been accepted to Texas Tech, 
Penrod is also waiting to 
hear back on her application 
to Texas A & M. She states: 
“I want to go to college and 
major in business, though I 
have not decided on what ca-
reer my future will hold.” 

No matter what career 
path Penrod ultimately 
takes, her experiences in 
service with the Junior 
Ambassadors will be a step-
ping stone to the world 
which awaits her.

W
hen she was a freshman, one of Gracie 

Penrod’s school mates invited her to go 

to a meeting  and become a part of the 

Chamber Junior Ambassador program. 

Part of the Chamber Banquet 
was a murder mystery, and after 
a rousing presentation, the 
actors and actresses paused for 
a photo. 

JEFF OSBORNE |  
GATESVILLE MESSENGER



Jennifer Considine had 
worked as a barista while 
attending college, and the 
love of being part of a coffee 
shop stuck with her. When 
she and her husband Robert 
were quarantined at home 
due to the COVID epidemic 
they began talking about dif-
ferent business possibilities 
and their discussion eventu-
ally evolved into the possibil-
ity of opening a mobile cof-
fee shop. Soon, “The Coffee 
Saloon” was born.

“I always wanted to open 
a coffee shop and when 
we began looking, a coffee 
trailer sort of fell into our 
laps at a really good price. It 
had been set up as a coffee 
shop for another company. 
Sometimes, things just seem 
to work out,” Considine said.

Jennifer’s husband Robert 
had grown up in Gatesville, 
and the young couple and 
their two children had confi-
dence the community would 
embrace their new business. 

“Our business is Veteran-
owned as my husband is 
a member of the National 
Guard and has been de-
ployed to the border,” 
Cosidine said. “ Robert 
graduated from Gatesville 
High and his mother taught 
school here. The community 
response has been awesome 
with people writing reviews 
and encouraging us, tell-
ing us we were doing a good 
job.”

So how does it feel to win 
such a prestigious award 
from the Chamber? 

“It told me the path we 

were taking was working 
and it was the right path,” 
Considine said. “We are so 
grateful for everything the 
chamber has done for us. 
They advertised and promot-
ed us, helped us find events 
to work, and gave us the op-
portunity to be a part of the 
community. This community 
has embraced our business 
and we could not ask for a 
better community to be a 
part of.”  

The Coffee Saloon is open 
from 6:30 a.m. until noon, 
Monday through Friday, and 
is located in front of Vintage 
Royalty on Highway 36. They 
offer lemonades, a wide 
variety of teas and coffees, 
both hot and iced as well as 
numerous flavors. No one 
will ever get bored with the 
menu as Jennifer states: “We 
change the menu monthly 
and soon we will begin sell-
ing food.” 

The Considines also bring 
their Coffee Saloon to pri-
vate parties, festivals and all 

sorts of other community 
events in Gatesville and the 
surrounding area.

Considine is optimis-
tic about the future of the 
Coffee Saloon. 

“I hope this upcoming year 
we do twice as much busi-
ness,” Condidine said.”
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FREE ESTIMATES
Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands

254-499-0054

104 Petsick Lane
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Lic. #TACLA27524C
www.schumansair.com

Proud Chamber Member!

Serving Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36, Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-1398 | 254-865-7718
rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life 

Liability • Mobile Home

Proud to be

Gatesville Chamber Members!

GOSSETT
TOWING

Est. 1970

1810 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

Business Hours

8am-5pm: 

254-865-7330

After Hours

Johnny Gossett: 

254-865-3018

We’re grateful to be a part of the 
Gatesville Chamber of Commerce!

Dippity Dog Food Trailer
4101 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX

Breakfast 5am-9am • Lunch 10am-4pm
Closed Tuesdays

Authorized to represent 

all taxpayers before 

every department 

of the IRS

Tax Preparation

Tax Issue Resolution

Representation 

before the IRS

Bookkeeping

Payroll

Notary Public

KBen Services

Member: American Institute 

of Professional Bookkeepers

We are so proud to represent our local 

Chamber of Commerce!

Kathy Benjamin, E.A.
Enrolled to practice before the IRS

254-227-6733
2211 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX 76528

kathy@kbenservices.com
www.kbenservices.com

W
hen the Coffee Saloon opened six 

months ago, the young owners never 

imagined they would receive the New 

Business of the Year award from the 

Gatesville Chamber of Commerce.

JEFF OSBORNE | GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Jennifer Considine, center, of Coffee Saloon received the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce 2023 New 
Business of the Year Award. Standing with her are board president Barbie Klecka and future president 
Scott Harper. 

NEW BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
Coffee Saloon off to a great start as New Business of the Year

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Kyle Matthews, third from left, was named Gatesville 
Citizen of the Year for 2023 during the Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce banquet. Standing with him from left are 
Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
President Barbie Klecka, Chamber Director Mason 
Matthews, and Chamber Board Future President Scott 
Harper. 

JEFF OSBORNE | GATESVILLE MESSENGER

TRUST YOUR MESSAGE TO

CALL TO 
SUBSCRIBE OR 

ADVERTISE 
TODAY

254-865-5212

www.gatesvillemessenger.com
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1910 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-7333

Proud Chamber

Members!

4305 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville • 254-248-1441

Proud member of the 
Gatesville Chamber of Commerce

VOTED MEMBER OF THE MONTH JANUARY 2023

Visit barebonesbarbeque.com for events

Proud supporters 

of our Chamber of 

Commerce!

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

RMP M41774

(254) 404-2242
WE ANSWER OUR PHONE CALLS!

Owner: Jeff Tesar
ALL LICENSED PLUMBERS

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

CAMERA LOCATOR • RPZ BACKFLOW

Serving the real estate needs of Coryell County since 1985.

PROUD CHAMBER MEMBERS

(254)865-8954

2105 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

Lute Sullins, Owner/Broker

Cell: (254) 216-9599

Gatesville Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Board Member 2013-2022

President 2021

Thank you for allowing me to serve our community!

For property listings 

and more: 

tejasrealestate.com

HENRY SUN, MANAGER • (254) 865-7007

3305 S. HWY. 36, GATESVILLE, TX 76528

HILL TOP
LIQUOR

MON.-SAT. 10AM-9PM

Chee
rs 

to 
all

 

Cham
ber

 mem
ber

s 

and
 volu

nte
ers

!
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Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Board President Barbie Klecka, left, and Future President Scott 
Harper, right, stand with representatives of First National Bank of Gatesville, which was named the 2023 
Business of the Year. 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

CUSTOMER SERVICE
BEST

First National Bank: Service and community service

First National Bank CEO/
Chairman Ronnie Sullins said 
it was an honor to receive the 
award.

“It says something about 
the type of service we pro-
vide to the community.”

Sullins added the bank is 
well rooted in Gatesville and 
Coryell County.

“We have three branch-
es within Coryell County,” 
Sullins said. “We have a loca-
tion in Evant and Oglesby in 
addition to Gatesville.”

Last year, they celebrated 
110 years of service to the 
community.

“Our bank takes great 
pride in having served our 
community and the sur-
rounding area since 1912,” 
he added.

Sullins said they take pride 
in their local staff and the 
great job they have, which 
contributes to great cus-
tomer service. In addition, 
community service is empha-
sized at First National Bank. 

As a result, it’s not uncom-
mon to see their employees 
take part in civic and com-
munity groups. 

The bank’s mission is to 
meet and exceed the needs 
of their customers by provid-
ing quality financial services. 
Their financial services in-
clude competitive loan and 
deposit rates, free Visa ATM/
Debit cards, telephone bank-
ing, internet banking, mobile 
banking, merchant services, 
safety deposit boxes, and 
ATM services. First National 
Bank aims to provide every-
thing their customers need 
combined with a goal of ser-
vice to their community.

 
heritage of over 100 years, and excel-

lent customer and community service 

has led First National Bank to be recog-

nized as Gatesville’s 2023 Business of 

the Year by the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce.

JEFF OSBORNE | GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Jessie Jonasson, center, with Spur Nutrition received the Best Customer Service Award. Pictured with 
her are Barbie Klecka, president of the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, and Scott 
Harper, future board president. 

A
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GIVE US A CALL FOR A 

FREE QUOTE!

License# TACLB022227E

EXPERTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF 

HEATING & COOLING

   | New System Installations

   | Repair & Maintenance

   | Quality Rheem Products

210 FM 107, Gatesville, TX 76528

Major Credit Cards Accepted

MUEGGE
Air Conditioning & Heating

254-223-0604

Proud 

Chamber 

Member

Located: 708 Hwy. 36 West, Gatesville, TX 76528

Mailing: P.O. Box 124, Gatesville, TX 76528

www.cthhouse.org | cthospitalityhouse@gmail.com

NO FUNDS ARE RECEIVED FROM ANY GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES, LOCAL, STATE, 

OR FEDERAL. CTHH IS FUNDED BY CHURCHES, BUSINESSES, AND INDIVIDUALS 

THAT SHARE OUR VISION.

We offer free lodging and food to families visiting 
their loved ones incarcerated in the 

Central Texas prison system.

Providing hope and 
encouragement

FOR VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES OR DONATIONS, 

PLEASE CALL 254-404-2260. 

MEMBER

C O M M E RC E

CHAMBER OF

JEFF OSBORNE | GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Center, Kaira Perez of Coryell Health was named Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Director of the Year 
for 2023. Standing with her are Barbie Klecka, board president, and Scott Harper, future president. 

DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR

Kaira Perez Director of the Year

“Once I joined the cham-
ber, it was a real eye opener, 
learning how much work the 
chamber did in the commu-
nity supporting events for 
families,” Perez said. “As I 
worked and participated in 
chamber activities, I really 
enjoyed it.” 

Perez became a Chamber 
Ambassador and eventually 
a Chamber Director. 

“I love the Chamber staff 
and the other directors,” 
Perez said. “We are like one 
big happy family. I look for-
ward to our meetings and 
our upcoming events.”

When asked about a 
special chamber memory, 

she remarked how Coryell 
Health sponsors the 5K 
Color Run during the 
Shivaree. 

“It was my first major 
event and I had so much fun 
seeing young parents with 
their kids and other mem-
bers of the community par-
ticipating and supporting 
the event and thinking about 
their health,” Perez said.

Being a wife and the young 
mother of a two-month and 
a three-year-old keeps her 
on her toes, but Perez loves 
to take her family to local 
events and enjoys working 
for the chamber to expand 
the business imprint in 

Gatesville. 
“I enjoy it when the cham-

ber helps our community 
get engaged and come to-
gether,” Perez said. “I love 
when I can take my family 
to local events with local 
vendors, local music and live 
entertainment.”

It takes a lot of hard work 
and dedication to make 
a Chamber of Commerce 
effective. Because of her 
enthusiasm and dedica-
tion, it is easy to see why 
Kaira Perez was selected as 
the Chamber of Commerce 
Director of the Year.

K
aira Perez was raised, and has spent her entire life, living in Evant 

and even though Gatesville was right down the road, she was nev-

er aware of the community events which took place in the city. 

When she went to work at Coryell Health, she also continued her 

education, eventually rose through the ranks to become a clinical liaison 

working in the marketing program. Her supervisors suggested it would be 

an important part of her work responsibilities to be engaged in the commu-

nity, and soon she was introduced to the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce. 

YOU CAN TRUST THE MESSENGER

SUBSCRIBE OR ADVERTISE TODAY

254-865-5212


