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is located in the Cotton Belt Depot
2307 S. Hwy. 36
Gatesville, Texas 76528

For more membership information,
go to www.Gatesvilletx.info
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The Gatesville Chamber
of Commerce recognized
Gary and R'Lue Gribble were
named Citizens of the Year
during the annual Member-
ship Meeting and Awards
Banquet at Texas Station.

Pastor Wray Nunn and his
daughter Felicia Inman of
Grace Assembly Christian
Church introduced Citizens
of the Year Gary and R'Lue
Gribble.

“They work together in
perfect harmony and have
gone beyond the call of duty
to support and better our
community,” Wray said. “As
a pastor in the community, I
know they give unselfishly of
their time and effort.”

Felicia said that R'Lue “has
been involved in the Gates-
ville community for over 40

Serving the real estate needs of Coryell County since 1985.

PROUD CHAMBER MEMBERS

__Jejas _

REAL ESTATE

(254)865-8954
2105 E. Main Street
Gatesville, TX 76528

Assisted Living at The Oaks

» Promoting Independence with the
Support of 24-Hour Trained Caregivers

» Stimulating Games, Crafts and

GATESVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AWARD WINNERS
Gary & R'Lue Gribble named Citizens of the Year

years and has made a great
impact on countless lives as
anurse and mentor.” R'Lue
works at Hillside Medical
Lodge as a licensed profes-
sional nurse and assistant
nursing director.

Wray said the Gribbles “are

some of the most selfless

people in love and life with
their donation of time and
service to the community.”

He said Gary’s contribu-
tions to the community, like
his wife’s, are also numer-
ous, including building an
awning for the rodeo arena
and also making that facility
more accessible to disabled
visitors.

“(The Gribbles) play an in-
tegral role in Hometown An-
gels (providing gifts for local
children at Christmas), they
have sponsored fireworks
and are a dynamite duo,” Fe-
licia said.

Lute Sullins, Owner/Broker
Cell: (254) 216-9599

Lute has served on the Gatesville Chamber of
Commerce board from 2014-2021, while being an
executive board member for the last five years.
He is the outgoing president for the Chamber.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
Lute Sullins, Wray Nunn, R'Lue Gribble, Gary Gribble, Felicia Inman and Barbie Klecka during the Citizen of the Year presentation.

For property listings
and more:
tejasrealestate.com

]

TRISTON MCGEHEE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
Citizens of the Year R'Lue and Gary Gribble.

(254) 248-6293

Engaging Activities

Independent Living at The Oaks

» Independent Retirement Living

= Social and Educational Activities & Medical

(254) 248-6293

RehablLiving at the Meadows
(254) 404-2500

» Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy
& Speech Therapy

« Short-Term Rehab, Hospice Care,
Post-Operative Recovery & Long-Term Care

Coryell Home Health Care
(254) 248-6380

» Professional, Compassionate In-Home Care

» Security, Stability & Comforts of Home

Support of Entire Coryell Health System

On the Same Campus as
Coryell Health Medical Clinic & Hospital

CoryellHealth.org

iunt Living lehabiliving
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Letter from t!

Welcome to the Gates-
ville Chamber of Com-
merce and to our commu-
nity, one of the best places
in Central Texas to live,
work and raise a family.

The Gatesville Chamber
of Commerce understands
that in order to have a
strong economic environ-
ment you must have a
strong community. We are
truly blessed in our com-
munity to have leaders,
business owners, educa-
tors and citizens who real-
ize that we all share in the
responsibility of creat-

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

ne 2022 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President

throughout the year to
help support the commu-
I am honored to work nity.

- . As the 2022 Chamber
alongside our dedi President, I am honored to
cated Board who all work alongside our dedi-
share the same vision cated Board who all share

4 the same vision, busi-

business growth and ness growth and healthy
. community environment
healthy community goals.
environment goals. If you are not a member
of the Gatesville Chamber
- Barbie Klecka of Commerce, please join

us today. Your member-
ship will benefit your busi-

ness and the community.

the Chamber’s goal is to I1look forward to working

ing economic success and ~ work toward improving
happiness within our com- the local quality of life
munity. through volunteers and
As we continue to re-
cover from the pandemic,

with everyone during my
time as president.
- Barbie Klecka,
Chamber president

committees. The Chamber

IS pI‘OU.d to Sponsor events JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

2022 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Barbie Klecka.

The Resale Shop || GOSSETT
D e ot S G TOWING

Est. 1970
Selling gently used furniture, decor,
housewares, clothing, etc.

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION

Jim Gossett
1810 E. Main Street

Open Tues. - Fri. 8am-5pm and Sat. 9am-3pm Gatesville, TX 76528

1900 E. Main Street :
1706 E. MAIN STREET, GATESVILLE e 254-248-1250 o — S

Gatesville, Texas

254-865-5791

Ray or Del

Business Hours After Hours
8am-5pm: Johnny Gossett:

254-865-7330 254-865-3018

Family owned & operated since 1970

Heating &
Cooling
Systems

for year-round
comfort

COINS « JEWELRY ¢« ETC.

Proud Cilamber Members!

MUEGGE |

Air Conditioning & Heating

254-223-0604

TACLB022227E
‘w ‘ TNER

Robert L. Berry

DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store | Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas

716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528
Monday-Friday, 9-5 « Saturday, 9-1

WE PAY CASH!
CALL 512-810-1002

210 FM 107

Gatesville, Texas
Major Credit Cards accepted

Shop at Home for Your Flooring Needs

[Hometown H'EJ Floors

We’ve Got You Covered!

Scott Tatum, Owner
1101 W. Main Street, Gatesville, TX 76528 | 254-248-1192 or 254-248-2816
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Shop an outstanding selectlon of quality name brand carpeting, vinyl, wood and laminate flooring
from right here in Gatesville. We also offer professwnal installation. Give us a call today
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Sara Jo’s Haute & Gaudy named Business of the Year

BY SABRINA ANDERSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For the last eight years, Sara
Jo Poynter has been making her
mark across Texas.

What began as an idea to make
cheaper and unique clothes from
different fabrics soon turned into
what local residents now known
as Sara Jo’s Haute and Gaudy
boutique.

Wild. Vibrant. Colorful. These
are just some of the words cus-
tomers use to describe the one-
of-a-kind pop-up shop. Among
the store’s items are bold prints,
bleached and distressed materi-
als, graphic tees and accessories
for every occasion.

“I'wanted to have clothing that
people would feel confident in
and would also get a compliment
from, just to feel good in wearing
it,” said Poynter.

Before starting up her business,
Poynter worked full time as a fit-
ness instructor at various boot
camps. However, she knew her
passion for fashion would drive
her to succeed in operating her
own boutique one day.

So, with a few hundred dol-
lars and the utmost determina-
tion, Poynter began her journey
of sharing her personality and
unique style with others.

“It’s just kinda something that
came natural to me - I like to
stand out in a crowd,” said Poyn-
ter. “Ilike for my clothing to be
aresemblance of who I am - fun,
active, energetic.”

Today, she has merchandise at
two locations, an online website

and a trailer she takes with her
across the state to set up for pop-
up shops, events and fundraisers.

More often than not, almost ev-
ery weekend is filled with travel
to another city for her, whether it
be 45 minutes down the road or
several hours away.

“Getting to meet the people,
having repeat customers, learn-
ing about people’s lives...you
really do make friends,” said
Poynter. “It truly is so much fun.
Iloveit.”

Poynter also frequently part-
ners with various schools and
businesses to plan fundraisers
in which she sets up shop for a
couple hours. Both employees
and the public can shop at these
events, usually during lunch time
for about three hours. After the
fundraiser is over, she gives a
portion of the proceeds to the
partnered school or business.

“They make my job so fun, and
I absolutely love what I do,” said
Poynter. “Gatesville has been
great to me - to just come to a
small town and be embraced.”

From Central Texas to Oklaho-
ma, and sometimes even Arkan-
sas, she is making all who shop
with her into their best version of
themselves, or as Sara Jo would
say, “In a world full of boutiques,
thank you for being haute and
gaudy.”

You can find Sara Jo’s Haute
and Gaudy merchandise at local
stores such as Baker’s Market and
1854 Mercantile in Gatesville, or
online at www.hauteandgaudy.
com.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins with Sara Jo Poynter, and 2022 Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce President Barbie Klecka. Poynter’s shop, Sara Jo's Haute & Gaudy, was named Business of the Year.

‘X ANYTIME
FITNESS.

TRAINING — NUTRITION — RECOVERY

Get to a healthier place at Anytime Fitness! Our friendly, professional staff is trained
to help you along your fithess journey, no matter how much support you need.
Membership includes a free, no-pressure fitness consultation, global access to more
than 3,000 gyms, and always open 24/7 convenience.

All'in a welcoming club and supportive member community.

CALL OR VISIT AFGATESVILLE ON FACEBOOK
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

1409 E. MAIN STREET, GATESVILLE, TEXAS - 254-248-1260

Roger A. Miller
CORYELL COUNTY JUDGE

Proud member of the
Gatesville Chamber of Commerce

Phone: 254-865-5911 ext. 2222
Fax: 254-865-2040

Coryell County Main Street Annex
800 East Main Street, Suite A
Gatesville, Texas 76528

g 200

se habla espaiiol

Texas Building and Roofing Supplies, Inc.

TXBRS

TEXAS BUILDING and ROOFING SUPPLIES, INC.

WE SUPPLY AND SPECIALIZE
IN THE FOLLOWING:

Metal Buildings « PBR/PBU Metal Panels * 5V Metal Panels
Residential Concealed Fastener Metal Panels
GAF Timerline Shingles ¢ Insulation * Fencing Material
T-Posts & Barbed Wire  Rebar & Sakrete ® New & Used Pipe
Priefert Gates, Horse Stalls & Squeeze Chutes
Square & Rectangular Tubing ¢ Angle Iron ¢ Flat Bar
Round & Square Bar ¢ Purlin & I-Beam ¢ Metal Trusses
Cattle Panels ¢ Paint, Tools & Hardware ¢ Metal Culverts
Much, Much More

Located at
200 Cattle Dr., Gatesville, TX
(off of North Hwy. 36 Bypass)

(254) 865-5777
Monday—Friday, 8am-5pm

Proud Members of the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce

PRUITT'S &

Lotto - Food - Gas

BREAKFAST: 5am -10 am ¢ LUNCH: 9 am -2 pm

Drive-Thru Beer Barn

Open Sunday-Wednesday at Noon & Thursday-Saturday at 10am

Hwy. 36 & FM 929, Gatesville, TX (next to TDCJ)

Furniture & Appliance
“eA (entral Texas Tradition ince 1898"

On the Courthouse Square in Beautiful Gatesville

Proud Chamber Member

Cash = Check - Debit/Credit  Layaway =  synchrony

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com [

Proud to Support the
Gatesville Chamber

of Commerce.

8597

“Always putting you first”
Member -@-

FDIC o]

115 S. Memory Lane 3411 E. Main Street 117 FM 1996
Evant Gatesville| | Oglesby
254-471-5531 254-865-2783 254-470-2261
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Poco Automotive awarded for Best Customer Service

BY SABRINA ANDERSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

One of the special features of liv-
ing in a small town like Gatesville
is having the familial essence local
businesses bring to the commu-
nity. No doubt, if you've been down
Main Street at least once or twice,
you've seen the sign that guides
people to Poco Automotive - short
for Powell Companies Automotive
- abusiness that’s been around for
just over 50 years now.

In 1971, Gatesville native Robert
Powell opened up the auto mechan-
ic shop with four bays and began
the legacy that now stands today.

As the years passed, the business
grew with more customers and
services, becoming well-known for
their integrity. In 1984, Kyle Powell
bought the business from his fa-
ther and continued to give clients
the same renowned customer ser-
vice, adding seven new bays to the
shop over the years.

Since 2016, Bobby and Melissa
Jenkins have owned and main-
tained Poco Automotive, upholding
the principles of great customer
service through their business rou-
tines and employees’ work ethic.

Before he began his journey
in Gatesville, Bobby worked as a
technician in the Dallas area and
then moved to a Firestone shop in
Temple where he eventually met

and became friends with Robert. In
2005, Bobby started working as a
technician with Poco Automotive
under Kyle’s management, inevita-
bly working his way toward his cur-
rent position.

“I've always enjoyed doing it; 'm
always working on something,”
said Jenkins. “Even when I was a
kid, I was always taking stuff apart
and putting it back together.”

While most businesses across
the nation have seen a dip in sales
and services in recent years, the
pandemic brought the opposite
for Poco Automotive. According to
Jenkins, 2020 was a record-setting
sales year for the business.

“Ten years ago, 80% or better of
our customers were from here,”
said Jenkins. “And now, probably at
least 50% of them are new coming
through the door.”

Poco Automotive offers various
services to its customers, most of
which include wheel alignments
and front end work. Jenkins said
the business is constantly trying to
make sure they keep up with the
market, setting a standard for how
to handle diagnostics and electrical
work among his employees.

“We have a whole crew of tal-
ented individuals, which is very
hard to find especially today,” said
Jenkins.

Staying true to its familial Gates-
ville roots, Poco Automotive spon-

TRISTON MCGEHEE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Poco Automotive was recognized at the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce Banquet for having the Best Customer Service.

sors local sports teams for both
city and high school leagues. Once
upon a time, the business offered
their expertise to local high school
students enrolled in the automo-

demonstration, you know, how to
change a flat tire, things like that,”
said Jenkins. “If you find a good
mechanic in this town, if he’s from
here, usually he went through that

sued and Bobby continues to enact
today, Poco Automotive strives to
“take care of people and their cars.”
For more information about Poco
Automotive or for scheduling ser-

tive classes.
“Every now and then we’d do a

program in Gatesville.” vices, visit www.pocoauto.com.

As Robert planned, Kyle pur-

Message from outgoing Chamber President Lute Sullins

It has truly been an honor to
serve as your Chamber presi-
dent for 2021.

COVID continued to pres-
ent numerous challenges for us
throughout the year but with the
help of some amazing volun-
teers, and the incredible support
from our community members,
we were able to push through
and make this year one of the
best ever.

We were able to bring back the
Shivaree and Corks and Kegs
events this year, and even resur-
rected the Chamber golf tourna-
ment after a multi-year absence.
Most importantly, Chamber
membership even grew to over
250 members this year!

All of this would not be pos-
sible if it wasn’t for the generos-
ity of chamber businesses and
individual members. Words can-

not express my appreciation for
these members - who through-
out the year graciously spon-
sored or donated to chamber
events for us, while likely at the
same time facing COVID-related
income shortfalls and interrup-
tions.

The commitment each of you
have shown the chamber during
this difficult time is something I
will never forget.

Lastly, I would like to thank
the executive board and ambas-
sadors for their incredibly hard
work throughout the year.

Many people don’t understand
that the directors and ambas-
sadors are volunteers, and are
taking time away from work and
family to serve the chamber.

I may be biased, but I strongly
believe that I was blessed with
the best board and ambassador

group ever. Though short on
numbers, we always had plenty
of help from these individu-

als going above and beyond to
make each event a success.

I can leave my presidency with
full confidence that the cham-
ber is in GREAT hands with this
group.

In closing, I would like to make
a plea for those of you who may
have some interest in volunteer-
ing to please come visit with me
or any of the Chamber board
members.

The chamber is always in
need of volunteer help. More
volunteer help would open up
so many more possibilities for
growth for our chamber. Thank
you again for your support, and
here’s to an AMAZING 2022!

- Lute Sullins

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
Lute Sullins, 2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce president

CENTEX

Call Centex Aviation for
all your aviation needs!

Yf\\ﬁ/',‘flW:‘I?"J'Of‘w"

Located at the Gatesville Municipal Airport
e Repairs & Alterations

e Designated Airworthiness Representative
Services for all Aircrafts
e Emergency call outs always available

Pete Weston
A&P-IA-D.A.R.

Phone# (254) 248-1545
Alt. Phone# (254) 248-1595

Cell: (254) 535-1661
Fax: (254) 248-1514

e Inspections

D T

PLUMBING

Residential & Commercial

Master Lic. No. 42617

Tyler Powelli
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd., Gatesville, TX 76528
midtexplumbing @ gmail.com

Growing business. Building community.

esville

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Shop Local. Shop Gatesville.

America’s
Drive-in.

Find local businesses, events and resources:

EXPLORE
GATESVILLE

Download today in the Apple store or Google Play.

Android *

Every 100th person to sign up will receive a $25 gift card.

Brought to you by Gatesville Chamber of Commerce and Membership.

D

1910 E. Main Street

2307 Hwy. 36 South | Gatesville, TX 76528 | 254-865-2617

VISIT US AT WWW.GATESVILLETX.INFO

Gatesville, TK 76528
254-869-1333
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The Last Detail named Best New Business

BY SABRINA ANDERSON
Contributing Writer

While stores all across the
nation were boarding up their
doors at the height of the
pandemic in 2020, Monica
and Justin Doyle were build-
ing up their new business
from their garage.

Taking advantage of the
newfound time people had
on their hands, the Doyles
decided to fill the commu-
nity’s need for a car detailing
service, juggling both their
full-time jobs and their new
business.

“I put out the word on
Facebook, and it was just our
friends and family at first and
then word of mouth, and it
just kinda grew from there,”
said Monica Doyle.

As the business continued
to grow over the last year,
the couple transitioned their
services from something on
the side to something more
full time, finding that the de-
mand for detailing is high in
the area.

“This is really a need in our
community, and there’s defi-
nitely a learning curve to the
actual ins and outs of run-
ning a business,” said Doyle.
“I think this is something that
will add value to our commu-
nity.”

The business is also in-
volved in many community
events, sponsoring local city

league teams and donating
details to silent auctions in
the area. Whenever possible,
they like to get involved as
much as they can in giving
back to their community.

Among the services offered
at The Last Detail are both in-
terior and exterior car detail-
ing, which can include power
washing, paint correction,
waxing or buffing and many
more. From sports cars to
smart cars, work trucks and
mom cars, they have serviced
just about every kind of ve-
hicle in the market.

“It absolutely just makes
my day when a customer is
happy with the service that
we provided for them,” said
Doyle.

Today, both Monica and
Justin work exclusively at The
Last Detail and now have four
full-time employees to help
manage the influx of clients’
needs. Their next goals are to
expand the business to other
locations and have their own
building to operate the busi-
ness from.

“We are here to serve the
community, and we abso-
lutely would welcome anyone
who would want to seek our
business.”

You can find more informa-
tion about services The Last
Detail offers on their Face-
book page or by calling them
at439-340-8107.
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2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins (left) and 2022 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Barbie Klecka
(right) with owners of The Last Detail, which was named Best New Business of the Year.

GRIB’S

Construction & Septic Tank Service

STATE CERTIFIED
INSTALLER OF
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

DIRTWORK, GRAVEL
ROADS & DRIVES

BACKHOE &
MAINTAINER

GARY GRIBBLE, OWNER
2000 VIOLET LANE e« GATESVILLE, TX 76528

254-865-1236 - 254-248-4171

mﬂwwwwamw’
HILL TOP LIQUOR

HENRY SUN, MANAGER « MON.-SAT. 10AM-9PM
3305 S. HWY. 36, GATESVILLE, TX 76528 » (254) 865-7007

213 E. Main, Gatesville
254-865-6315

Open Monday Saturday, 8am-5:30 pm

Proud Chamber
Supporters!

Professional Services for
Businesses & Individuals

ANNETTE COLE
CPA, P.C.

: é CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Tax Preparation and Planning
IRS Representation
Bookkeeping & Financial Statements
New Business Consulting

CALL TO SET UP AN APPT: 254-865-8300

Or email: colecpa@embargmail.com
2330 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528  http://centextaxhelp.com/

GATESVILLE
FAMILY DENTAL

Personal, friendly dental care

with a

SMILE

General Dentistry
Insurance Accepted

220 Memorial Dr. » Gatesville, TX ¢ (254) 865-7272

Park Street’
BURGERS

___—

Park Street

BURGERS « SANDWICHES
CHICKEN STRIPS « HOT DOGS
SIDEWINDERS « FRIES
WEEKLY WEDNESDAY SPECIALS

1602 E. MAIN STREET, GATESVILLE
254-865-6061
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2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins (left) and 2022 Gatesville Chamber of
Commerce President Barbie Klecka (right) presenting Abi Cozart with her award for Director of the Year.
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CENTRAL TEXAS

H<?SPITALITY H?USE

We offer free lodging and food to families visiting
their loved ones incarcerated in the
Central Texas prison system.

......... B ........'
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Co

FOR VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES OR DONATIONS,
PLEASE CALL 254-404-2260.

LOCATED: 708 HWY. 36 WEST, GATESVILLE, TX 76528
MAILING: P.O. BOX 124, GATESVILLE, TX 76528
WWW.CTHHOUSE.ORG | CTHOSPITALITYHOUSE@GMAIL.COM

NO FUNDS ARE RECEIVED FROM ANY GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES, LOCAL, STATE,
OR FEDERAL. CTHH IS FUNDED BY CHURCHES, BUSINESSES, AND INDIVIDUALS
THAT SHARE OUR VISION.

TRISTON MCGEHEE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins (left) and Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce Director Abi Cozart(right) presenting Nancy Ashcraft with her award for Ambassador of the Year.
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TRISTON MCGEHEE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
2021 Gatesville Chamber of Commerce President Lute Sullins (left) and 2022 Gatesville Chamber of
Commerce President Barbie Klecka (right) presenting Hailey Luensmann with her award for Junior Am-
bassador of the Year.

HILLSIDE

—OUTDOORS—

proud
chambet
member!

s .

Al

EQUIPMENT SALES, RENTALS AND SERVICE
102 FM 107, Gatesville » 254-865-1000 ¢« www.hillside-outdoors.com

AUTOMOTIVE

LLC

KEJ Enterprises

294-206-3300

Lonestar.auto@yahoo.com

* kK

We
Accept
All
Extended
Warranty
Contracts

* Kk Kk

KBJ Enterprises, LLC

254-248-4142

Hassle-free vehicle repair and maintenance
Free pick up and delivery service within a five mile
radius of Gatesville

Kevin & Tracey Augeri, Owners

Local and long-distance towing
Winch outs ¢ Fuel delivery » Jumpstarts * Lockouts
Flat tire assistance

4701 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528
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The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce’s Top Five Ambassadors of the Year are pictured with 2021 Chamber President Lute Sullins. Those Ambassadors are, left to right, Haley Rutledge, Diana Barnett, Glenda
Brown and Nancy Ashcraft along with Director of the Year Abi Cozart. Not pictured is Kaley Branch, who was also named in the top five.
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254-865-7575
www.hillsideml.com

HILLSID

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass
Gatesville, TX 76528

MEDICAL LODGE ———

POST-HOSPITAL REHABILITATION

Our therapy team offers unparalleled physical, occupational and speech therapy services.

24-HOUR SKILLED NURSING CARE

Director of Public Relations,
Susie Meelbusch, has been serving
your community through the Chamber
of Commerce for nearly ten years.

Directors of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaisons:
Chelsae Desormeaux 254-760-6386
Susie Meelbusch 254-383-2307
We accept all insurances, Medicare and Medicaid




