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(MetroCreative Connection)

he term “good news” is often used by
Christians in reference to their faith.
Good news is at the heart of Christian-
ity, and it has both symbolic and literal
meaning in reference to the New Testament.

According to the online
biblical reference Bible
Odyssey, “good news” is
the literal translation of the
Greek word “euangelion.”
It also can be interchanged
with gospel, which is “good
spiel” or “godspel,” which
means good news. New
Testament authors offer
that the good news means
the salvation and liberation
from sin and estrangement
from God.

The Apostle Paul summa-
rized the gospel, and in turn

the good news, in this way:
“Now, brothers and sis-
ters, I want to remind you
of the gospel I preached
to you, which you received
and on which you have
taken your stand. By this
gospel you are saved, if you
hold firmly to the word I

preached to you. Otherwise,

you have believed in vain.
For what I received I passed
on to you as of first impor-
tance: that Christ died for
our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was bur-
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What is the ‘good news’?

ied, that he was raised on
the third day according to
the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, and
then to the Twelve.”

Christians believe Christ’s
death symbolizes the ulti-
mate sacrifice and paved
the way for Jesus’ resurrec-
tion. The death and res-
urrection — proving that
there would be life after
death for the faithful — be-
came the core tenet of the
Christian faith. Everyone
who accepts the gospel and
has faith in God will receive
salvation in the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Easter celebrations are
important to Christians
because this holiday is the
most meaningful on the
liturgical calendar. Easter
highlights the good news in

Why is Easter Sunday such an
important Christian holiday?

(MetroCreative Connection)

Christians around the
world fill church pews on
Easter Sunday to participate
in one of the most holy and
important celebrations of
the liturgical year. Although
every Sunday presents op-
portunities to share in the
word of God, Easter Sunday
is an especially signifi-
cant date on the Christian
calendar.

Each Easter, Christians
celebrate the miracle of
Christ’s defeat over death
through his resurrec-
tion and ascension to his
father’s side in heaven.

However awe-inspiring,
Easter is much more than
this event and its retell-
ing. Easter actually is the
core of the Christian reli-
gion as it has come to be
known, including inspiring
the rituals and teachings
that have been shared for
nearly 2,000 years. Without
the events that unfolded
during Holy Week, the
Christian faith would not
exist as it was prophesied.
Christ’s selfless sacrifice
on the cross for others’
sins, as well as his miracu-
lous resurrection, are the
anchors upon which all of

Christianity has been built.
In 1 Corinthians 15:17, St.
Paul wrote, “And if Christ
has not been raised, your
faith is futile and you are
still in your sins.” Pope
Benedict VVI similarly sum-
marized St. Paul’s words,
indicating that if the resur-
rection were taken away,
it may be possible to piece
together ideas about God
and men, but the Christian
faith would be “dead.” In
his book, Jesus of Nazareth,
Pope Benedict further
wrote, “Jesus would be a
failed religious leader... he
would then remain purely
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human, and his authority
would extend only so far as
his message is of interest
tous.”

According to Christianity.
com, Easter is part of the re-

demptive plan of mankind.
It is worthy of celebration
because it proved to people

that Jesus is the Son of God.

This gives Christians confi-
dence that there is life after
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Easter Sunday is an especially significant date on the Christian calendar.

death, and they will have
the same power working in
them that raised Jesus from
the dead.

Out of Holy Week and
Easter also came the start of
Christian masses. On Holy
Thursday, Jesus introduced
his disciples to the bread
that they ate at the Last
Supper as “his body” and
the wine as “his blood.” This

would serve as the basis for
the Christian celebration

of Holy Communion, which
remains a vital component
of the faith and religious
services.

Easter is a significant date
on the Christian calendar
that inspires Christians
across the globe to cele-
brate their faith.

Easter Sunday

April 9, 2023
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radition is prominent in Holy Week celebra-

tions. The week leading up to Easter Sunday,

Holy Week, is a sacred time for faithful Chris-

tians. The Stations of the Cross are one of the
traditions that many Christians feel bolsters their faith
and brings them closer to God.

WHAT ARE THE 14 STATIONS?

Catholic Online notes the 14 Stations of the Cross are:
1. Jesus is condemned to death

2. Jesus carries the cross

3. Jesus falls for the first time
4. Jesus meets with His Mother
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What are the Stations of
the Cross?

According to Catholic
Online, the Stations of the
Cross are a 14-step devotion
that commemorates Jesus
Christ’s last day on Earth as
aman. Each of the 14 sta-
tions focus on a specific

brings them closer to God.

event of Jesus’s last day as
aman.

Where can the Stations of
the Cross be found?

Stations of the Cross are
typically found in church-
es. Many times the Stations
adorn the interior wall of a
church, and Catholic Online

5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the cross
6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

7. Jesus falls a second time

8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem

9. Jesus falls a third time

10. Jesus’s clothes are taken away
11. Jesus is nailed to the cross

12. Jesus dies on the cross

The Stations of the Cross are one of the traditions
that many Christians feel bolsters their faith and
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Explaining the Stations of the Cross

notes they’re often depicted
using small icons or images.
Some churches with sizable
exterior grounds may ar-
range larger Stations along
footpaths in yards or gar-
dens on the premises.

When do people most com-
monly pray the Stations of

the Cross?

Lent is the most common
time to pray the Stations of
the Cross, and some church-
es hold weekly prayer ses-
sions on Wednesdays and
Fridays during this time of
year.

13. The body of Jesus is taken down from the cross

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb

The Stations of the Cross are an important Easter tradi-
tion that shed light on Jesus’s resurrection. Individuals
interested in praying the Stations of the Cross are urged to
contact alocal church so they can engage in this moving

Christian tradition.

Stories of the Resurrection as told in the Gospels

(MetroCreative Connection)

Easter is a holy day on the
Christian calendar that com-
memorates the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. The resur-
rection of Jesus is described
in the Gospels of the New
Testament, which millions of
Christians read every year,
especially during the Lenten
season, which is a 40-day
period that directly precedes
Easter Sunday.

The Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John
comprise the canonical
Gospels. Each book can
help Christians understand
and connect with the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ.
The following are passages
from each of the canonical
Gospels that help to tell the
story of the resurrection of
Jesus.

MATTHEW 28:1-10

Now after the Sabbath,
toward the dawn of the
first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb.
And behold, there was a
great earthquake, for an an-
gel of the Lord descended
from heaven and came and
rolled back the stone and
sat on it. His appearance
was like lightning, and his
clothing white as snow. And
for fear of him the guards
trembled and became like
dead men. But the angel said
to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for I know that you
seek Jesus who was cruci-
fied. He is not here, for he
has risen, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay.
Then go quickly and tell his
disciples that he has risen

from the dead, and behold,
he is going before you to
Galilee; there you will see
him. See, I have told you.” So
they departed quickly from
the tomb with fear and great
joy, and ran to tell his disci-
ples. And behold, Jesus met
them and said, “Greetings!”
And they came up and took
hold of his feet and wor-
shiped him. Then Jesus said
to them, “Do not be afraid,;
go and tell my brothers to go
to Galilee, and there they will
see me.”

MARK 16: 2-7

And very early in the
morning, the first day of the
week, they came unto the
sepulchre at the rising of the
sun. And they said among
themselves, “Who shall roll
us away the stone from the

door of the sepulchre?” And
when they looked, they saw
that the stone was rolled
away: for it was very great.
And entering into the sep-
ulchre, they saw a young
man sitting on the right side,
clothed in a long white gar-

ment; and they were affright-

ed. And he saith unto them,
“Be not affrighted: ye seek
Jesus of Nazareth, which
was crucified: he is risen; he
is not here: behold the place
where they laid him. But go
your way, tell his disciples
and Peter that he goeth be-
fore you into Galilee: there
shall ye see him, as he said
unto you.”

LUKE 24:1-12

But on the first day of the
week, at early dawn, they
went to the tomb, taking the
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spices they had prepared.
And they found the stone
rolled away from the tomb,
but when they went in they
did not find the body of

the Lord Jesus. While they
were perplexed about this,
behold, two men stood by
them in dazzling apparel.
And as they were frightened
and bowed their faces to
the ground, the men said to
them, “Why do you seek the
living among the dead? He
is not here, but has risen.
Remember how he told you,
while he was still in Galilee,
that the Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of
sinful men and be crucified
and on the third day rise.”
And they remembered his
words, and returning from
the tomb they told all these
things to the eleven and to
all the rest. Now it was Mary
Magdalene and Joanna and
Mary the mother of James
and the other women with
them who told these things
to the apostles, but these
words seemed to them an
idle tale, and they did not
believe them. But Peter rose
and ran to the tomb; stoop-
ing and looking in, he saw
the linen cloths by them-
selves; and he went home
marveling at what had
happened.

JOHN 20:1-10

Now on the first day of the
week Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb early, while it
was still dark, and saw that
the stone had been taken
away from the tomb. So she
ran and went to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the
one whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have tak-
en the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where
they have laid him.” So Peter
went out with the other dis-
ciple, and they were going
toward the tomb. Both of
them were running together,
but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb
first. And stooping to look
in, he saw the linen cloths ly-
ing there, but he did not go
in. Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into
the tomb. He saw the linen
cloths lying there, and the
face cloth, which had been
on Jesus’ head, not lying with
the linen cloths but folded
up in a place by itself. Then
the other disciple, who had
reached the tomb first, also
went in, and he saw and be-
lieved; for as yet they did not
understand the Scripture,
that he must rise from the
dead. Then the disciples
went back to their homes.
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MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

6319 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville, TX 76528

EASTER SCHEDULE

Easter Sunday — April 9
SON RISE service
Fellowship Breakfast
Bible Study
Resurrection Celebration
No evening service

Join us for Revival Services April 30 — May 3
Sunday 11:00 am and each evening at 6:30 pm

For more information: 254-383-2634
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aster is the holiest day of the year for

Christians. According to biblical scripture,

Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah and

Savior to the World. Easter Sunday marks
His resurrection from death on the cross, upon
which He paid the full penalty for humanity’s sins
by offering a spotless sacrifice in Himself, estab-
lished the Christian religion and belief in everlast-

ing life after death.

THE ROAD TO EASTER

In the weeks leading up
to Easter, the faithful par-
ticipate in a 40-day peri-
od of fasting, repentance
and spiritual discipline
known as Lent. In western
Christianity, Lent begins
on Ash Wednesday. Easter
is preceded by Holy Week,
which starts with Palm
Sunday, the celebration of
Jesus’ triumphant entry into
Jerusalem, and encompass-
es Holy Thursday, Good
Friday and Holy Saturday.

Services during Lent
and Holy Week are spe-

cial and differ from others
in the liturgical year. On
Palm Sunday, for example,
Roman Catholics and other
Christians will take part in
the reading of the Passion,
which details Judas’ betray-
al of Jesus Christ, and His
crucifixion.

EASTER VIGIL

The Easter Vigil is an
ancient liturgy celebrated
on the night before Easter
Sunday. It began as an all-
night vigil, but has since
been shortened. The Vigil

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Your guide to the Easter liturgical celebration

begins with the church
shrouded in darkness be-
fore a candle is lit from a
fire outside the church. The
candle represents Jesus
Christ, the light of the
world. Eventually all the
candles in the sanctuary are
lit from the Easter candle.
Readings focus on God’s
marvelous plan and span
from Genesis to the New
Testament.

THE MASS OF EASTER
(The Resurrection
of the Lord)

Easter Sunday Mass
is a celebratory time for
Christians. Most attend ser-
vices in their formal cloth-
ing and give thanks to Jesus
and to bask in the light of
His eternal life.

According to the United
States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, Easter
Sunday features key read-
ings and responses. The
First Reading is from Acts
10:34a, 37-43, and speaks
of Jesus of Nazareth be-

ing anointed with the Holy
Spirit. The Second Reading
is from Colossians 3:1-4 or
Corinthians 5:6B-8, which
details following Christ and
turning away from sin and
into His Glory. The Gospel
that will be read can be one
of these four: John 20:1-

9, Matthew 28:1-10, Luke
24:13-35, or Mark 16:1-7.
These readings each speak
to the discovery of Jesus’
empty burial tomb and reas-
sure disciples they should
not be afraid because He
has been raised from the
dead in glory.

Depending on the parish,
refreshments may follow
the Easter mass and there
is a fellowship of the com-
munity joined together on
this holy day. Families then
g0 home to their individual
Easter celebrations, often
sharing a lamb or ham din-
ner with family and friends.

Easter Sunday Mass is
the penultimate Holy Week
celebration in the Christian
Church. It is a time of great
joy and tradition.

COURTESY OF METROCREATIVE CONNECTION
The Eucharistis a central component of the Christian faith.

Holy week celebrates the

(MetroCreative Connection)

The Eucharist is a central
component of the Christian
faith. During the Eucharistic
celebration, the sharing of
bread and wine, which many
Christians believe symbol-
izes the actual body and
blood of Christ after the
process of transubstantia-
tion, takes place.

The Easter season is a key
time to reflect on the origins
of sharing communion and
the Eucharist. Church teach-
ing and Biblical study says
the origin of the Eucharist

occurred at the Last Supper
of Jesus, which is commem-
orated on Holy Thursday.
According to the religious
resource The Catholic
Tradition, the Last Supper in
the New Testament set the
course for the tenets of the
Christian faith. Christian
liturgies exist because Jesus
Christ told people to do
what he had done, in memo-
ry of him.

The most detailed ac-
count of the first sharing
of the Eucharist is found
in St. Paul’s First Epistle to
the Corinthians, which pre-

dates the Gospels. St. Paul

1 Corinthians, Chapter 11,
offers nearly verbatim the
terminology used in today’s
Apostolic liturgy. St. Paul’s
words read:

For I have received of the
Lord that which also I de-
livered unto you, that the
Lord Jesus, the same night
in which He was betrayed,
took bread, and giving
thanks, broke, and said:
Take ye, and eat: This is My
Body, which shall be deliv-
ered for you: this do for the
commemoration of Me.

In like manner also
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the chalice, after He had
supped, saying: This chalice
is the new testament in My
Blood: this do ye, as often
as you shall drink, for the
commemoration of Me. For
as often as you shall eat
this Bread, and drink the
Chalice, you shall show the
death of the Lord, until He
come.

Jesus and his disciples
gathered on the first day
of Passover for the Last
Supper. In addition to shar-
ing food and wine, Jesus
explained that one in their
midst would betray Him

of the Eucharist

and another would deny
knowing Him.

Jesus also explained to
the disciples how the bread
was a symbol of his body
and would be broken for
them. In addition, the wine
was a symbol for his blood
and would be poured out
for their sins to be forgiven,
indicates Bible Study Tools.
Additional Christian tradi-
tions which emerged dur-
ing the Last Supper include
the washing of feet. Jesus
washed his disciples’ feet as
an example to be servants
to all.

From the Last Supper
on, faithful Christians fol-
low the guidance of Jesus
Christ, and the Eucharist
is the central component
of masses within many
Christian churches. Keeping
this feast renews repen-
tance and people’s faith in
Jesus’ blood and sacrifice.
Easter is an opportu-
nity to dive deeper into
the Christian faith and the
meanings behind the tenets
of Christianity.
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Maundy Thursday commemorates the Washing of the Feet (Maundy) and the Last Supper.

ness” or “shadows,” is typi-
cally observed during Holy

(MetroCreative Connection)

aster Sunday is often described as the ho- ~ Wednesday services.
liest day on the Christian calendar. A day
. MAUNDY THURSDAY
when Christians across the globe com-
. Maundy Thursday com-
memorate and celebrate the resurrection  memorates the Washing of
of Jesus Christ, Easter Sunday is the culmination the Feet (Maundy) and the

Last Supper. The Last Supper
is the final meal Jesus shared
with his apostles prior to
his crucifixion. Christian
scriptures indicate that, dur-

of the Lenten season of sacrifice. Easter Sunday
comes on the heels of Holy Week, which is the
most sacred week in the liturgical year in Christi-

anity. ing the Last Supper, Jesus
Holy Week consists of commemoration of that en- gﬁﬁg;%%gﬁg%t; 2 z :rlll:’ Ztone
various days that have their try and greeting, Christians the meal. It was also during
own special significance receive palm branches or the Last éupp er when Jesus
in the minds and hearts of palm crosses during Palm foretells that Peter will deny
Christians. Sunday Mass. knowing him three times
before the next morning.
PALM SUNDAY HOLY WEDNESDAY Trinity College notes that
Palm Sunday marks thebe- ~ Once known as “Spy Maundy Thursday reminds

Christians of the new com-
mandment that Jesus gave

Wednesday,” Holy
Wednesday focuses on the

ginning of Holy Week. Trinity
College at the University of

Melbourne notes that Palm ~ darkness of Holy Week and ~ his disciples. That command-
Sunday commemorates is meant to symbolize the ment was to love others as
Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem,  abandonment of Jesus by Jesus has loved them.

where he was greeted with his disciples. The religious

crowds that enthusiastically ~ service of Tenebrae, whichis ~ GOOD FRIDAY

waved palm branches. In a Latin word meaning “dark- Good Friday commemo-
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rates the trial of Jesus, his
subsequent sentence of
death, his torture, his cru-
cifixion, and burial. Non-
Christians may wonder why
a day commemorating such
events would be character-
ized as “good,” but Trinity
College notes that, in this
sense, the word “good” is
meant to connote something
“holy” or “pious.”

HOLY SATURDAY

Holy Saturday marks
the conclusion of Holy
Week. Celebrations of Holy
Saturday typically include a
late-night Easter Vigil service
that involves a liturgy and
ultimately the celebration of
the Eucharist. The two-part
celebration is designed to
commemorate the emer-
gence from darkness into the
light that is the Eucharist.

Holy Week is a significant
period for Christians across
the globe that commemo-
rates many of the events that
preceded the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

COURTESY OF ENVATO.COM
The Easter vigil is a liturgy celebrated on Holy Saturday.

Explaining the
Easter vigil

(MetroCreative
Connection)

Easter is the most signifi-
cant date on the calendar for
Christians across the globe.
A celebration of the belief
in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, Easter serves as the
foundation of the Christian
faith. So it’s no surprise that
a day as significant as Easter
is steeped in such incredible
tradition.

The Easter vigil is one
such tradition. According to
CatholicCulture.org, the vigil
is a liturgy celebrated on the
eve of Easter Sunday, a day
known as “Holy Saturday”
within the church.

CatholicCulture.org notes
that the Easter Vigil is divid-
ed into four parts, each with
their own unique character-
istics and traditions.

SERVICE OF LIGHT

The atmosphere in the
church is noticeably differ-
ent during the Service of
Light, when all lights are
turned out and the taber-
nacle is empty. The Service
of Light begins outside the
church and a new fire is lit
and blessed upon entering.
A Paschal candle is prepared
and the priest lights the can-
dle from the new fire. The
candle is processed through
the church as each celebrant
lights his or her own candle
from the Paschal candle,
which symbolizes Christ.
The Easter proclamation is
then sung, explaining the
significance of Easter.

HE IS

RISEN

LITURGY OF THE WORD

During the Liturgy of the
Word, readings are cho-
sen from among seven
Old Testament and two
New Testament passages.
All nine need not be read,
but three from the Old
Testament must be read.
CatholicCulture.org notes
that the Gloria is sung before
the reading of the Epistle of
the Romans, while Alleluia is
sung before the Gospel.

LITURGY OF BAPTISM

During the Liturgy of
Baptism, the Easter water
is blessed and new mem-
bers are welcomed into the
church through the ceremo-
ny of baptism. The faith-
ful in attendance who have
already been baptized also
renew their baptismal prom-
ises during this portion of
the Easter vigil.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

The Mass resumes during
the Liturgy of the Eucharist,
and special prayers are in-
serted during the Eucharist
prayer. According to
CatholicCulture.org, the
whole church is called to
join at the sacrificial table
that Christ prepared for
Christians during his death
and resurrection.

The celebration of Easter
includes many inspiring
traditions. The Easter vigil is
one such tradition that the
faithful participate in each
Holy Saturday.

ecelebrate the resurrection e

Easter Services

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 9

9:00 AM
10:30 AM

CORYELL
COMMUNITY

CHURCH

115 N. Levita Road
Gatesville, TX 76528
CORYELL.CHURCH
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The significance of various symbols of Easter

(MetroCreative Connection)

aster Sunday is a day when Christians across the
globe celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Data from the Pew Research Center indicates there
are approximately 2.4 billion Christians across the
globe, which accounts for nearly one-third of the global

population.

Though certain Christian groups
do not celebrate Easter, many con-
sider it the holiest day of the year.
Given that significance, it's no
surprise Easter is steeped in sym-
bolism. The following are some of
the many symbols of Easter and
what they represent to faithful
Christians across the globe.

CRUCIFIX

EGGS
Eggs might THE LAMB

?OVtV b(:lmore Jesus is referred to in the
Instan ty Bible as the “Lamb of God”
aaso%i (Revelation 5:6-14), so the
E VtVl lamb is another impor-

aster tant Easter symbol for
Egg t Christians. In addition,
furn Ejl- in John (1:29), Jesus is re-
d(;efl but the ferred to by John the Baptist
American Bible Society as the “Lamb of God who takes

notes that eggs are symbolic of
more than just fun for kids. Eggs
represent the new life that’s sym-
bolic of spring, which is when
Easter occurs in the northern
hemisphere. Christians view eggs
as areminder of the resurrection
of Jesus. Interestingly, though col-
ored eggs are often seen as a fun
Easter activity for kids, the ABS
notes that the tradition dates back
to the early days of Christianity,
when red-colored eggs were used

EASTER BUNNY

to represent the resurrection.

The crucifix, which is a distinct
representation of a cross with
Jesus Christ on it, is symbolic of
the crucifixion and subsequent
resurrection of Jesus. The ABS
notes that the resurrection of
Jesus symbolizes his victory over

the power of sin and death.

away the sin of the world.”

Another symbol, like Easter
eggs, that people could be forgiv-
en for mistaking as purely secular,
the Easter Bunny is not entirely
separate from the spiritual mean-
ing of the holiday. As noted,
Easter, even though it’s a move-
able feast, takes place in spring
in the northern hemisphere each
year. Spring is symbolic of rebirth,

There are many symbols of Easter across the globe.

and the hare was a symbol of fer-
tility among the ancient pagans.
The spirit of rebirth associated
with rabbits, particularly in spring,

also is reminiscent of the resurrec-

tion of Jesus from his tomb.
Easter is celebrated across the

globe. Those celebrations feature

COURTESY OF ENVATO.COM

many significant religious sym-
bols that have withstood the test
of time.

Explaining the symbolism of candles on Holy Saturday

prepare for Easter Sunday
Mass the following day.
However, some churches
hold Easter Vigil services on
the Saturday night before
Easter Sunday. During these
vigils, some of which may
last several hours, priests
will light what is known as a
Paschal candle. This candle
is several feet tall and within
it are several rings of in-
cense, which are intended to
symbolize the wounds Christ
suffered on the day of his

(MetroCreative Connection)

Easter Week is an exciting
time for Christians across
the globe. Easter Week be-
gins with Palm Sunday and
ends on Holy Saturday, and
during the week, Christians
commemorate the Last
Supper on Holy Thursday
and the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ on Good Friday. Come
Holy Saturday, it may seem
as though there’s little left
for Christians to do besides

%e/oice, /ér
ﬂe L3 %ﬁen.

Tim Beck’s

MAYTAG

Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-5705
www.becksappliance.com

with what Christians believe
is the light of Christ. But the
Paschal candle’s work does
not end on Holy Saturday,
as priests will then use the
same candle throughout the
year during baptisms and
funerals.

crucifixion. Once the Paschal
candle is lit, the priest pro-
ceeds to the front of the
church, periodically stop-
ping to light various small-
er candles. By the time the
priest reaches the front of
the church, it is illuminated

Easter Sunday - April 9
Easter Egg Hunt 10-11 a.m.
(In lieu of Sunday School - adult and children’s classes;

adults will watch the kids hunt eggs)

Outdoor Worship Service 11 a.m.
Chairs will be provided or you can bring a lawn chair.
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RISEN
Hay Valley Baptist Church

3110 Hay Valley Road, Gatesville, Texas 76528

We’ll Buy Your Gold & Silver
COINS, JEWELRY, ETC. FOR CASH!
BUY - SELL - TRADE

Robert L. Berry fjA

512-810-1002 =
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., 7 B
An Ebay Store

716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528
Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1
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R &M
Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLE
254-248-2205

JOYCE MCADAMS
254-248-4318

GRIB’S
Construction &
Septic Tank Service

Happy Easter

State Certified Installer of
Septic Systems

Dirtwork e Gravel Roads ¢ Drives

Backhoe & Maintainer

254-865-1236 ¢« 254-248-4171

Gary Gribble, Owner

2000 Violet Lane
Gatesville, TX 76528

Oglesby
117 FM 1996
254-470-2261

Gatesville
3411 E. Main St.

254-865-2783

Evant
115 S. Memory Ln.
254-471-5531

Locally owned and operated.

LENDER

STAY CONNECTED AT GATESVILLEMESSENGER.COM

GO ONLINE OR CALL 254-865-5212 TO SUBSCRIBE TODAY
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Tears of Eve: Meanings behind the Easter hly

aster symbols and traditions help make

the holiday familiar and special. Eggs, hot

cross buns and frilly church dresses help

paint the picture, and so does a delicate
and beautiful white flower.

The Easter lily plant is na-
tive to both Taiwan and the
Ryukyu Islands of Japan.
The plant’s flowering season
begins in April and ends in

June. The plant produces
pure white flowers on top of
long stems. Easter lilies often
adorn homes and church al-
tars during this time of year.

Tradition states that the
Easter lily originated in the
Garden of Eden from the
teardrops of Eve that spread
when she and Adam were
cast out of the garden. These
were believed to be tears of
repentance.

Historians and biblical
scholars say that the lily has
always been highly regard-
ed in the Christian Church.
Jesus even references the
flower in Luke 12:27, stating

“Consider the lilies how they
grow: they toil not, they spin
not; and yet I say unto you,
that Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of
these.” Legend has it that,
after Jesus’ death and res-
urrection, lilies were found
growing in the Garden of
Gethsemane, where Jesus is
said to have prayed before
his crucifixion. They were
believed to have sprung up
from a drop of sweat from

Tradition states that the Easter Iin
originated in the Garden of Eden
from the teardrops of Eve that
spread when she and Adam were
castout of the gardg\?

his brow when his head was
bent in prayer.

In Easter celebrations,
the lily represents Christ’s
Resurrection, and thusly new
birth and new life. The deli-
cate, white blooms can be
viewed as pure, innocent and
untainted by the world.

The flower itself is used
in various ways to tell the
resurrection story. The bulb
is buried in the ground as a
representation of Christ’s

COURTESY OF ENVATO.COM

tomb. The trumpet-shaped
fragrant flowers also an-
nounce life after death, since
bulbed flowers often regrow
year after year, according

to the religious resource All
About Jesus. And the trum-
pet shape signifies the angel
Gabriel’s trumpet call.

It’s common for Easter
lilies to decorate homes,
churches, gardens, and
more throughout the Easter
season.

“Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.”

JESUS

AN EMPTY

'—-_ﬂ' -

“He is not here;
He has risen!”
Luke 24:6

TOMB IS A PROMISE
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Join us for Easter services S una’az[, April 9
Bible classes beginat9:30am | Worship service begins at 10:30 am

Gatesville Church of Christ 2417 £ Main
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Tyler Powell Residential & Zach Hodges
254-223-3551 Commercial 254-383-6267
120 Reno Rd. midtexplumbing @ gmail.com

Gatesville, TX 76528

Master Lic. No. 42617

KUBOTA RTV-X 900, RTV-X1140,
RTV-X1120 and RTV-X 1100 NOW IN
STOCK.

LIMITED QUANTITIES.

MOORE’S SERVICE CENTER

Highway 84 East ¢ Star, Texas

www.mooresservicecenter.com

325-948-3595
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Explaining the meaning of Easter to children
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Easter is a beloved holiday among children. But even the most faithful youngsters can become confused about the meaning of the most significant day on the Christian calendar.
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dren. Many moms and dads
have found that focusing on

(MetroCreative Connection) resurrection story is a sim-

ple, enjoyable way to explain

something they may relate rather than the religious
to. ones. Parents may want to

xplaining Easter to children can be a delicate Children may not under- gear symbolism toward the the joyful aspects of Christ's  Easter.
matter, especially for very young children who  stand the death on the cross;  religious explanations and
mav not fully understand the tenets of the it’s even challenging for focus their traditions thusly.
Y Y adults to wrap their minds Baking hot cross buns can
Christian faith. Although Easter ends with Je- around that visual. It briefly ~ be fun and showcase the
sus Christ emerging from his tomb, prior to this glori-  canbe mentioned that he crucifix. Explaining how &

eggs are representative of
Jesus Christ’s new life when
coloring them is another
way to cut through mixed

was placed on a cross, as was
customary during that era,
but forgo the finer details.

ous miracle there are subjects of betrayal, suffering and
death. These religious messages can confound when
commingled with the imagery of bunnies delivering

chocolates, chicks and pastel-hued eggs. How do well- FOCUS ON THE MESSAgEs. -
meaning parents relay the message of Easter without RESURRECTION READ BOOKS Furniture pplll ce
. . . Parents will not want to : 2
scaring or confusing children? talk about death without Some authors already have “ oA Certral Texas Tradifion JTRUE"
TEMPER THE MESSAGE TO core symbol of the Christian  ending on the highnote of ~ taken the challenge out of Gatesville, TX (254)865-2615
THE AUDIENCE faith — the crucifix — is Jesus’ Resurrection. Remind ~ €XPlaining Easter to children.
o shocking. children that Christ's death ~ Visit areligious bookseller,
A child’s age bears con- For the youngest children, ~ was temporary and that the church or a book store to

find Easter stories geared to
children.

Parents can decide how to
explain Easter to their chil-

sideration when gauging
just how much to share
about Easter. Between Palm
Sunday, when Jesus trium-
phantly entered Jerusalem,
to Easter Sunday’s
Resurrection, the story of
Easter features torture and
death — which are topics not
easily digested by anyone,
especially children. Even the

He now always will be with
adults and children. Read
passages from scripture that
exemplify the Good News
and the happy components
of the Easter celebration.

the extent of the torture and
betrayal can be muted. For
example, parents may say
that Jesus was bullied and
made fun of and that people
didn’t believe him when he
spoke. Parents can note that
even some of the closest
friends to Jesus had their
doubts. This may be easier
for kids to digest because it’s

RESURRECTION
SUNDAY!

Join us for service at | AM
ceLebrate the freepom founh
N Jesus

EXPLAIN SECULAR IMAGES

Young children may be
more focused on the com-
mercial images of Easter

Easter Sunrise

7:00 AM, April 9
Prayer Garden/Three Cross Hill, CCC

(Ministerial Association)

TWE HeULE THATY P
BUELY
212 BASY AL
fooD and Egg hunt 1o
foLLow service!

EASTER BRINGS HOPE

JOIN US EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH - 10:50 AM
There is Room for You Under the Tent

Easter
Sunday
Worship

11:00 AM, April 9
The Presbyterian
Church Gatesville

SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH

9:30 AM - Doors Open

10:00 AM - Easter Egg Hunt, Photos and Refreshments
10:50 AM - Easter Service

The Presbyterian
Church _

“ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians”

AFTER EASTER CELEBRATION
There is Hope for You
Sunday Evening, April 9th - 6:30 PM
Monday Evening, April 10th - 6:30 PM
Tuesday Evening, April 11th — 6:30 PM

1110 E. Main, Gatesville, TX
254-865-5328
www.tpcgatesville.org
pastorbuddy @embargmail.com

Trinity Baptist

Church
A Church That Cares

1506 W, Main St., Gatesville, TX

254-865

Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor




