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Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 00029755

Yard help M-F, 7:30a.m.-
5p.m. Loading & unloading 
and customer service. Guar-
anteed 40 hours/week. Look-
ing for CDL driver. Apply in 
person, 1411 N. Hwy. 36.

Central Counties Services 
(CCS) is seeking qualified 
applicants for a full-time 
Case Worker position at our 
Gatesville, TX facility. Work 
involves developing and 
maintaining contact with indi-
viduals, families, and service 
providers for medical, social, 
educational, and other related 
client service needs. The as-
signed shift is normally Mon-
day-Friday 8AM-5PM, but 
may vary at times. Bachelor’s 
Degree is required. CCS of-
fers a generous benefits pack-
age that includes paid health, 
life and long-term disability 
insurance, paid PTO, Center 
retirement contribution, and 
paid holidays. Optional 457 
and Roth retirement plans 
available. A detailed position 
description is available on 
the Center’s website. All ap-
plicants can apply online at 
www.centralcountiesservices.
org. EOE 00029768

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 00029588

 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES:

Holiday Decorating, Christ-
mas Light Installation, 

Tree Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, Handyman Ser-
vices. 254-239-8842 John 
3:16 Like us on Facebook

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Lloyd, (254)223-3287.

 

All footwear 1/2 price 12/06-
12/10! The Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main. 
Tues.-Fri.,8a.m.-5p.m.&Sat., 
9a.m.-3p.m. 
 

116 N. 29th St., Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Tools, 
decor, baby items, and so 
much more.
 

Big Final Liquidation Estate 
Sale by Vintage Sisters

Estate Sales in Oglesby Dec. 
3&4. Saturday 60% OFF from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Sunday 75% 
OFF from 1p.m.-4p.m.!! 5 
buildings full!! 14056 US-84, 
Oglesby, Tx. 00029769

074

Houses for Rent
 

Rock Cottage with a beautiful 
view for rent. Includes a fire-
place, deck, car port, storage, 
and all electric. 10 miles from 
Gatesville. Call 254-865-
5801/ 254-709-1328. 

078

Apartments
 

1208 Westview #B & 1210 
Westview #A & B, Gatesville
Move in now with just a suit-
case! Per diem rate offered!
Furnished, linens, dish-ware, 
all utilities, internet, & land-
scaping included. Easy online 
application. Contact us at 254-
518-3590/ visit our website at 
www.executivepropmgmt.biz

 

We are hiring Pediatric Home Health Nurses 

(RNs and/or LVNs)

If you are interested in joining the 

Connect Pediatrics team, give us a call at

(817) 247-8437

Full-time, part-time, 

and PRN opportunities 

are available.

G-Button, Tracheostomy, 

and/or Ventilator 

experience is a plus.

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

• Night shift nurses, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

• Laundry, M-F 2:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.; 

weekends 6:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m. 

• Night shift CNAs, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Nurse Aide for Texas

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• RN Case Manager – FT 
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and 

Surrounding Counties

Infection Prevention:
•
Infection Control & Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• Admission Clerk-Outpatient – FT 

Mon.-Fri. Days, 
• Referral Clerk – FT
• Scribe – FT

– FT

Medical Clinic – Quick Care:
• Registration Clerk – FT Thur. & Fri. 

8am-8pm & Sat. 8am-6pm  

Medical Clinic - Waco:

– FT 

Wound Care Clinic: 
•

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT

EMS:
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – PRN all shifts
• ED Scribe – PRN

Health Information Management:

LAB:

Material Management:  
• Housekeeping Supervisor – FT 
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 
• Central Supply Clerk – FT

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 

Patient Experience:

Coordinator – FT Days

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH MRT 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• PACU RN – FT 

*$10,000 BONUS

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

JEFFREY BURKS, 254-206-0881

0.87 Acres, 2 Br, 2 Ba Home, Gustine TX, 2 car attached carport, 2 living areas. 
1 water well, metal build with concrete slab. $154,900

2/1 brick home, 560 W. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX, recently painted, updated shower, 
garage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500

8.5 Acres, 2 Br, 2 Ba Home, Gustine TX, 2 car attached carport, 2 living areas. 
1 water well, metal build with concrete slab & an older wooden barn. $255,000

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
Good tree cover, good views. $129,500

10.01 acres west of Hamilton, TX, CR 607. Electricity, great views, rolling terrain, 
scattered tree cover, Lot no. 1 in the Bluff View Subdivision. $139,500

10.01 Acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

10.01 Acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

10.01 acres, Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision Lot No. 53. Langford 
Branch, Nice Home Site, scattered tree cover, native pasture $225,000

11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County. Good tree cover, nice home site, the 
property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500

11.64 acres 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County. Nice porch, large 
master Br and Bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy. 281 frontage. $850,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County, Lot No. 21, Mulberry Creek, 
rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000

21 acres south of Evant TX, CR 154 W, Coryell County, rolling terrain, scattered 
tree cover, good views, electricity running across the property. $252,000

25 acres west of Purmela, TX on CR 181. Stock tank, good exterior fencing on 3 
sides, 1 side will need to be fenced, coastal and native grasses. $275,000

25.06 acres Pottsville, TX Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision Lot 31, 
rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, great views. $275,000

33.43 acres, near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage, roll-
ing terrain, good views. $295,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. Scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well. $387,000

47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX, good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 
3 sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

50.07 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County CR 154, rolling terrain, 
good tree cover and good views. $425,000

50.28 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County CR 154, rolling terrain, 
good tree cover, good views, electricity on northeast corner of property. $425,000

50.24 Acres, 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419, Evant, TX, rolling terrain, 40% being 
good tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000

52.73 Acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. Water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain,2 tanks, good fences. $899,000

68.9 Acres, 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, TX, approx. 2900 ft of 

-
prox. 45 ft x 24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank ,approx. 
48 acres of coastal. $1,375,000

74.264 acres west of Purmela, TX. FM 1241 & CR 181, stock tank, barn, cattle 
pens, good exterior fencing, approx. 65 acres w/coastal & native grasses. $556,980

88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, Electricity, 1 tank, 
seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000

100.054 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County, rolling terrain, good 
tree cover, good views, electric on property. $850,000

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch, barn, rain harvest system, $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX, FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

-
-

ing in living room & carpet in 2 bedrooms, inground pool with slab that was poured 
for a future outdoor kitchen, 3 car attached carport with 12 ft. x 13 ft. storage 
building, a 60 ft. x 66 ft. metal building with 24 ft. x 60 ft. lean-to, there is also ap-
prox. 900 sq. ft. that has been framed out for living quarters inside the main part of 
the building, good exterior & interior fencing, set of cattle pens near the center of 
the property, rolling terrain with scattered tree cover and great views. $2,150,000

HONEY’S ROOFING
LLC

Residential and Commer-
cial, Complete Re-Roofs 

and Repairs, Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or Toll Free 
1-855-662-9900

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367.

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and Resi-
dential, Free Estimates

254-466-5128

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates.
Larry Riddle, 254-248-
2205;  Joyce McAdams, 
254-248-4318.

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, lot clear-
ing, stump and brush 

removal. 254-563-3535
www.yoseftreeservice.com
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Lost & Found

Whoever found my beige 
purse with my drivers license 
in it, please drop it in my mail-
box on the porch.

060

Garage Sale

083

Commercial for Lease

Office Space for Lease
2 units, 1 restroom, storage 
space, and covered parking. 
Call 254-223-0722 after 4 
p.m. to schedule a visit. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST
THE ESTATE OF JO ANN HEATON, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the ESTATE OF JO ANN HEATON, DECEASED, were 

issued on November 4, 2022, in Cause No. 22-10731, pend-
ing in the County Court at Law of Coryell County, Texas to 

JAMES HEATH COLEMAN as Independent Executor.
Claims may be presented to the Independent Executor at the 

following address:
Representative, Estate of Jo Ann Heaton

c/o Drew Popelka
6173 W. Adams Ave., Ste. C-201

Temple, Texas 76502
All persons having claims against this Estate which is cur-

rently being administered are required to present them within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

Dated this the 7th day of November, 2022.
Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

6173 W. Adams Ave., Ste. C-201
Temple, Texas 76502

By: Drew Popelka
State Bar No. 24013345

Attorney for Independent Executor
00029748

 

099

Public Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of MICHAEL LANE TIPPIT, Deceased, were 
issued on October 17, 2022, in Cause No. 22-10735, pending 

in the County Court-at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
MARTY LANE TIPPIT.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are required to present them within 

the time and in the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: MARTY LANE TIPPIT

117 N. 29th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 21 day of November, 2022.

James Rainey
Attorney for MARTY LANE TIPPIT

State Bar No.: 00791473
3809 West Waco Drive

Waco, Texas 76710
Telephone: (2540 752-8644
Facsimile: (254) 752-8624

00029767

099

Public Notices

$14.50
25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes
Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type...........Add $1.00
Border.....................................Add $1.00

     

classifieds@gatesvillemessenger.com
     

DEADLINES
   

Saturday Issue: 10 A.M. Wednesday

All Classified Ads Must Be Paid In Advance
Ads will not run until payment is received, unless credit 

has been established.
All forms of Debit and Credit Cards are accepted.

We are not responsible for errors when ads are taken over the phone. 

We ask all advertisers to read over their advertisement after the first 

run and let us know if corrections need to be made. Corrections can be 

made to advertisements after the first run if we are informed immedi-

ately by advertiser, so read carefully.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to 

advertise  “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 

origin, or an intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.” Familial status includes children under the age 

of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people  securing custody of children under 18. This newspaper 

will not knowingly accept any advertising  for real state  which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that 

all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, The Gatesville Messenger does not guarantee products or services advertised. 

We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade 

Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC website is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

TexSCAN Week of

Dec. 4-10, 2022

ACREAGE

AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the 

best in Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, 

Schleicher, Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging 

exotics. South Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak 

counties - whitetail, hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val 

Verde – whitetail, javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate 

financing, 5% down.   www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 

800-876-9720.

ADOPTION

California family has sunlit nursery awaiting new-

born. Secure future, devoted grandparents, best educa-

tion. Generous living/relocation expenses. Lindsey and 

John 805-660-4291 or attorney 310-663-3467.

AUCTION

45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 

12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock 

Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females, 

cattlemansale.com.

Construction Equipment Auction – Thurs., Dec. 

15. 680+ items sell no reserve. Inventory includes: 

excavators, dozers, skid steers, dump trucks, track 

loaders, elevating scraper, cable plow, service trucks, 

haul trucks, mud recycler and more. All items are 

sold “AS IS.” 10% buyers premium applies. Aaron 

McKee, TX Lic. #16401. 866-608-9283. Bid now at 

purplewave.com.

EMPLOYMENT

Like working with kids? HANK Inc seeks foster 

parents for Community Foster Homes caring for 6 kids. 

Home and vehicle provided in beautiful community of 

Medina County, Texas, 512-791-9410.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE 

Quote. Call now before the next power outage: 

1-855-704-8579.

VACATIONS/TOURS

Costa Rica $995 – 9 Day Tour, with all meals, all 

hotels, all activities. Choose a guided tour in Costa Rica, 

Panama, Guatemala, Mexico. Caravan, fully guided 

tours since 1952. Caravan.com, 1-800-CARAVAN.

Bob’s Baseball Tours – DC Cherry Blossom Tour: 

Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023, home games at Washington 

Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston Red Sox. East Coast 

Tour: Aug. 18-27, 2023, home games at Yankees, Red 

Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, Mets & Little League 

World Series. Tours include sightseeing, motor coach 

transportation and hotels/game tickets. Call or Text 

507-217-1326.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 

by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 

with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 

Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 

www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 

–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 

Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 

or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 

can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 

Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

     

     

   

EDITOR’S NOTE: The 
story of Cathryn Howard 
Coffman is told by her 
great-great-grandson Gerry 
Gieger. Gerry is a member 
of The Sons of the Republic 
of Texas and serves as Presi-
dent of the E.M. Daggett 
Chapter in Fort Worth.

I 
am Cathryn (Howard) 
Coffman, daughter of 
Baldwin and Elizabeth 
(Birdsong) Howard. 

My family called me “Caty.” 
I was born Dec. 17, 1801, in 
that portion of East Tennes-
see that became Jefferson 
County. During my child-
hood, I attended school and 
learned to read and write. 
Primarily, our textbook was 
the Holy Bible. 

Before I reached wom-
anhood, my family relo-
cated to Madison County, 
Alabama. On Nov. 16, 1820, 
one month before my 20th 
birthday, I married Lovell 
Coffman, the first son of El-
der Jacob Marion and Nancy 
(Walker) Coffman. 

Elder Coffman had also 
migrated his family from 
Jefferson County Tennessee 
to Alabama. My father-in- 
law was a Primitive Baptist 
preacher, and we subscribed 
to the Baptist faith. He 
owned and operated a grist 
mill. 

Lovell and I had 11 chil-

Cathryn Howard Coffman: Faith, family, 
pioneer spirit

Legacy Comes to Life

dren: James (b. 1821); Eliza 
(b. 1823); Nancy (b. 1825); 
Seabern Joseph (b. 1828); 
Martha Jane (b. 1830); Wil-
liam Washington (b. 1832); 
Andrew Jackson (b. 1835); 
Amanda (b. 1837); Mary 
Frances (b. 1839); Jacob 
Warren (b. 1842), and an 
unnamed baby was born in 
1827 but it only lived eight 
days. 

The night of Nov. 3, 1833, 
I saw the Seven Stars Fall-
ing. The shower of meteors 
was so bright that the roost-
ers started crowing and the 
chickens came off the roost, 
thinking it was dawn. The 
Leonid Meteor Shower, as 
it came to be called, was an 
event that caused thousands 
of people to repent and call 
out to God for forgiveness 
of their sins, thinking that 
the end was here. 

Many families were mov-
ing westward, and we deter-
mined to join them. Since 
my husband was a skilled 
wagon maker, we had a 
great wagon and no wor-
ries about repairs when we 
traveled. We started our 
pilgrimage west from New 
Market, Alabama toward 
Memphis, Tennessee where 
we crossed the Mississippi 
River. Our wagon was pulled 
by a team of fine oxen and 
our lead horse was a big 
plus for our travels. 

We replenished our provi-
sions of flour and meal, lard, 
dried pork, and hardtack as 
best available. We traveled 
about 15 to 18 miles per 
day along the Military Road 
through Arkansas. Follow-
ing the Western Trail, after 
Little Rock, was good travel-
ing but we had to stop about 
every three days to allow the 
animals to rest and forage. 
All the walking made our 
goat go dry, so milk was vir-
tually nonexistent. 

We had to ford the An-
toine River in Arkansas at 
flood stage. Lovell and the 
two oldest boys, James and 

Seabern, cut trees and lashed 
the logs into rafts, which 
made a pretty good ferry. 
Lovell made a good sum of 
money floating all the fami-
lies with us across the river. 
We traveled in groups to dis-
courage attacks by renegade 
Indians and highwaymen. 

When we reached the Red 
River, we were in IT (Okla-
homa), although we thought 
we were in Miller County, 
Arkansas. We crossed at old 
Jonesboro, because there 
was a ford, and found John 
Robbins’ settlement Rob-
binsville (Extinct), a few 
miles south. My husband 
thought it was a good place 
to settle so he bought 300 
acres from Ice (Isham) Ferris 
and traded a wagon to John 
Robbins for 300 more. Both 
Robbins and Ferris were ear-
ly Texas pioneer settlers. My 
husband built a large home 
for our family. In addition 
to farming, he made wagons 
from the fine white oak tim-
ber, which made excellent 
wheels and axles. 

I taught my daughters to 
cook, wash clothes, keep 
clean homes, grow a garden 
for fresh vegetables and 
raise their children in the 
fear and admonition of the 
Lord. We canned in the sum-
mer to have food in the win-

ter. My third son, William 
Washington, was run over 
by a wagon and crippled. 
My oldest son, James, was 
deaf and mute, caused by 
the scream of a panther. My 
second son, Seabern Joseph, 
went to California to search 
for gold during the gold 
rush. My fourth and fifth 
sons, Andrew and Jacob, 
died in service to the Con-
federate States of America. 

My husband was a good 
wagon maker but also a 
good wagoneer. Lovell 
hauled freight from the 
river boats near Jefferson 
in Marion County to Bon-
ham (Fannin County) and 
Sherman (Grayson County). 
On his final trip in 1866, he 
was robbed and murdered 
by highwaymen while wait-
ing for a river boat to arrive. 
After his death, I continued 
to live in Red River County 
near my children until I died 
in 1884. I was buried beside 
my husband in the old Bluff 
Cemetery between Detroit 
and Bagwell, Texas in Red 
River County. 

In 2006, my descendants 
along with The Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas and 
The Sons of the Republic of 
Texas placed a Citizen of 
the Republic of Texas seal 
on my grave. Cathryn “Caty” Howard Coffman
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MOTHER AND PIONEER: Cathryn Howard Coffmann is buried be-
side her husband in the old Bluff Cemetery between Detroit and 
Bagwell, Texas in Red River County.

The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce will be hold-
ing a day-long event called 
“Christmas with the Cham-
ber” on Saturday, Dec. 10. 

The day will begin with 
Chamber Market Days from 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. and will be lo-
cated at the chamber depot. 

The Christmas Parade will 
commence at 10 a.m. and 
will start behind H-E-B. This 

Christmas with the Chamber to be held Dec. 10
year’s theme is “’Tis the rea-
son for the season!” 

In order to be entered into 
the ugly sweater contest you 
must have your photo taken 
anytime from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
at the chamber. 

When the parade is fin-
ished, there will be a chance 
for the little ones to get 
their photo with Santa. Fam-
ilies are welcome to stop by 

the chamber for individual 
or family photos. There will 
be activities for the kids, as 
well as hot chocolate, hot 
apple cider and coffee will 
be served for one dollar 
each. 

Christmas with the Cham-
ber will end with a Christ-
mas Family Night Sweater 
Party. The party will be at 
the chamber from 6 - 9 p.m. 

The Elf movie will be show-
ing, and everyone is encour-
aged to wear a Christmas 
sweater. 

The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce is located 
at 2307 S. Highway 36 in 
Gatesville. For further infor-
mation contact The Gates-
ville Chamber of Commerce 
at 254-865-2617. 

The Central Texas Hospi-
tality House will host their 
Christmas Celebration on 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 from 6 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

The celebration will in-
clude various family activi-
ties. There will be a special 

Christmas Celebration at Hospitality House
nutcracker exhibit, a bounce 
house, live music, door priz-
es, refreshments, a tour of 
the Central Texas Hospital-
ity House, and a live Christ-
mas story with a free give-
away for the kids. 

The Christmas Celebra-

tion is given as an appre-
ciation celebration with 
the Gatesville community, 
families, and surrounding 
areas for their support of 
the Central Texas Hospital-
ity House. 

The Central Texas Hos-

pitality House is located at 
708 Highway 36 in Gates-
ville. For more information, 
contact 254-404-2260 or 
email cthospitalityhouse@
gmail.com.  

First Methodist Church 
representatives are ask-
ing that residents prepare 
their hearts for the holiday 
season as the First Method-
ist Chancel Choir, joined by 

First Methodist Church to hold Christmas musical
other talented singers in the 
community, perform Glori-
ous Impossible on Sunday, 
Dec. 11, at 6 p.m. in the 
church sanctuary.

The musical, written by 

Russell Mauldin, sings of 
the miracle of Christmas. 
The director will be Charles 
Ament, accompanied by 
Rosemary Whittle and solo-
ist Mary Kafer.

Admission will be free. 
First Methodist Church is lo-
cated at 2600 E. Main Street 
in Gatesville.

The Turnersville Cem-
etery Association will have 
its fourth quarterly meet-
ing on Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 7 
p.m. The cemetery associa-
tion holds public quarterly 

Turnersville Cemetery Association to meet Dec. 6
meetings in March, June, 
September and December, 
with additional called meet-
ings needed in preparation 
for Homecoming.

The public’s attendance 

at meetings, the hard work 
done when called upon, and 
all the support given to the 
Turnersville community 
make it a great place to live 
and be a part of.

For more information 
about the quarterly meeting 
of the Turnersville Cemetery 
Association, contact Debra 
Conlin at 254-496-1055.

The Blue Ridge Cemetery 
Association will be having a 
fundraising sale on Friday, 
Dec. 9 from 9 a.m. until 4 
p.m. and on Saturday, Dec. 
10 from 8 a.m. until noon. 
Blue Ridge Cemetery As-
sociation serves Hamilton 

County and the Blue Ridge 
Community. The chapel is in  
need of repair, so they will 
be selling tools and donated 
items to raise funds to fin-
ish the work they’ve started 
on the chapel.

The fundraiser will take 

place at 151 Blue Ridge 
Church Road in Hamilton. 
The fundraising sale will be 
held as an “everything must 
go” event and no offers will 
be refused on miscellaneous 
items. Those wishing to do-
nate can send their checks 

to Blue Ridge Cemetery As-
sociation, 506 S. Williams, 
Hamilton, TX 76531.

For more information, 
contact Judy Brizendine at 
BRCA76531@hotmail.com.

Blue Ridge Cemetery Assn to hold fundraiser


