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Preparing for a banner year at GISD City targets

retail growth
opportunities

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

In an effort to attract new retail stores and 
restaurants and help strengthen the viability 
of current local businesses, the Gatesville City 
Council approved a contract with The Retail 
Coach, a national consulting, marketing and 
recruitment company to help identify oppor-
tunities to boost the area’s economy.

The Texas-based firm will help the city 
identify developers and retailers with a goal 
of recruiting them to locate in the area within 
12 to 24 months. The contract will cost the 
city $35,000, with $1,000 of those expenses 
being refundable.

“It’s important to look at potential develop-
ment opportunities,” said City Manager Scott 
Albert. “The cost will be $10,000 this fiscal 
year and $25,000 next fiscal year.”

Aaron Farmer, president of The Retail 
Coach, gave a presentation to the council 
which included the firm’s success stories in 
other areas.

“We help communities identify their retail 
opportunities and we actually go out and re-
cruit retail businesses to your community, 
which includes stores, restaurants, enter-
tainment and hospitality. We also help coach 
communities on long-term success.

“I have been with The Retail Coach for 16 
years. We work all over the United States, but 
Texas is our home base. About 70% of our 
projects are in Texas, and Texas is what we 
know best. We have a 90% client repeat rate,” 
Farmer said.

The company has helped attract retail to 
communities like Harker Heights, McKinney, 
Brownwood, San Saba, and Bastrop.

“With retail it’s very important to be aggres-
sive and to understand the Texas market,” 
Farmer said. “We have helped attract several 
retail businesses to communities and those 
are big wins for the communities.

“There is an eight-step process, and the first 
phase is understanding the market and where 
customers are coming from. You have to have 
a healthy mix of local, regional and national 
retail. We want to bolster each of those. We 
also work with the local businesses that are 
already here,” he added.

What happens in Waco, Temple and Lampa-
sas also impacts Gatesville, Farmer said.

“We study cell phone data to better 

Two charged 
in area death
From the Gatesville Police Department

Through the combined investigative efforts 
of the Gatesville Police Department and Texas 
Rangers, among others, two of the three sus-
pects involved in the March 2023 murder case 
of Martin William Davis have been identified. 
Both suspects have been charged with murder 
and subsequently arrested. 

The first suspect has been identified as 
Shawn Michael Smith-Brearey, a 21-year-old 
resident of Temple. Following his indictment 
by a Coryell County Grand Jury in June, a war-
rant for the charge of murder was issued for 
Smith-Brearey. Working in collaboration with 
the U.S. Marshals Fugitive Task Force, Texas 
Rangers, and the Temple Police Department, 
Smith-Brearey was apprehended without inci-
dent at a residence in Temple on July 20. 

The second suspect has been identified as 
Trevor Lovell Ford, a 32-year-old Gatesville 
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Gatesville ISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard is looking forward to the 2023-24 school year.

Superintendent talks about highlights & challenges

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Gatesville Independent School District had plenty to cel-
ebrate during the 2022-23 school year with academic, ath-
letic, musical and career and technical education successes, 
and Superintendent Barrett Pollard is looking to build on 
those accomplishments for 2023-24.

“We will continue to focus on the big three priorities - 
school safety, academics and attendance/enrollment,” Pol-
lard said. “With safety, we cannot become complacent. Mak-
ing sure we take care of safety first enables us to then focus 
on the priority of education.”

The end of school enrollment for the previous school year 
was 2,642, and Pollard said expectations are for about the 
same number heading into the new school year.

Future growth in the area would have a positive impact on 
the district.

“I spoke with Scott Albert (Gatesville’s new city manager) 
about the importance of having new businesses and oppor-

tunities - things to attract more people to Gatesville,” Pollard 
said.

One of the uncertainties the district faces is what the Texas 
Legislature will do with school funding. While property tax 
cuts have been a priority for the state, Texas leaders have 
also indicated that schools will not lose funding as a result.

“Gov. Abbott has announced a third special session (of the 
Legislature) for October on school choice, and we’ve heard 
they are going to try to tie it in with teacher pay raises,” Pol-
lard said.

The district has already taken some steps to increase em-
ployee salaries.

“Locally, we gave pay raises for staff and substitutes,” Pol-
lard said, referring to across the board increases which the 
GISD Board of Trustees approved in June.

With the departure of Shane Webb, who served as 
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  COMING INCOMING IN
FALL 2023!FALL 2023!

Member FDIC.

Extraco Banks is excited to announce the upcoming

opening of a state-of-the-art branch in Gatesville! Located

less than a mile from the Extraco Banks branch, this new

branch will continue to bring innovative technology and

services to our valued customers. 

 

Like our other financial centers, the Gatesville branch will

offer a wide range of amenities, including a deposit ATM,

the cutting-edge Extra Banker Video Teller, and seamless

in-branch access to our eBank online banking platform. 

 

We are dedicated to serving the Gatesville community and

eagerly await the grand opening of this new branch!

NEW BRANCH!

 2501 TX-36 Bus, Gatesville, TX 76528

OPEN AN 

ACCOUNT TODAY! 

or visit extracobanks.com

Member FDIC.



As I have aged, the attacks 
are not nearly as severe, but 
they are considerably more 
regular and necessitate I 
take a medication called 
Symbicort. Since my doctor 
prescribed this medicine, I 
rarely have any sort of flare 
ups and the quality of my 
life is much improved.

This past week my pre-
scription needed to be re-
filled so I went to my local 
pharmacy and reordered. 
Symbicort is not inexpen-
sive, and the last time I 
went to the pharmacy it 
cost $240 for a two-month 
supply. This time when I 
reordered, I was advised by 
the pharmacy tech the cost 
would be $360. My mouth 
dropped and I said, “no, 
that cannot be right, I paid 
$240 two months ago.” She 
assured me there had been 
a price change and the drug 
now cost $360.

I grabbed my phone, used 
an app which compares pric-
ing at local pharmacies and 
provides coupons for some 
medications. I found I could 
get my prescription filled at 
another pharmacy for $210 
for the exact same drug. 
This meant I would pay $30 
less than the last time I had 
bought the drug and avoid 
the $120 increase I was go-
ing to be charged this time. 
I told the clerk to cancel the 
order, and then went to the 
second pharmacy and com-
pleted the transaction. 

Strangely, the app pro-
vided a price comparison of 
the costs of the same drug 
at 10 different pharmacies. 
The prices ranged from 
$210 to $379! How could 
that be? A person can un-
derstand there being a little 
price fluctuation between 
different entities, but this 
was a 44.5% difference be-

tween the high and the low. 
I then did a little research. 

Did you realize since 1998 
big Pharma has spent 4.8 bil-
lion on lobbying members 
of Congress so pharmaceu-
tical costs do not go down 
for the consumer? In the 
year 2020 there were 1,502 
registered pharmaceutical 
lobbyists in Washington DC. 
This equates to nearly three 
lobbyists for every elected 
member of Congress! Polls 
show 80% of the American 
public want Medicare to ne-
gotiate drug charges with 
the big drug companies, but 
Congress will not pass leg-
islation allowing them to do 
so. Pharmacy prices go up 
at an alarming rate, and the 
American consumer is left 
holding the bag.

How can that be? If 80% 
of the public wants lower 
drug prices, why are our 
elected officials failing to 
get pricing that exists in 
Mexico, Canada and in Eu-
rope? Why do Americans 
pay more for the exact same 
drug? The answer is simple, 
Big Pharma writes checks to 
politicians and legislation 

stops dead in its tracks. At 
the same time, it is reported 
that 3 in 10 Americans are 
not taking at least one of 
the medications they have 
been prescribed, because 
they cannot afford them. 

If there is anything the 
right, the left, the center, 
and everyone else in Ameri-
ca should grasp, Big Pharma 
is making billions on the 
back of the American public 
when they charge consider-
ably more than what they 
charge the rest of the world. 
It needs to stop, and it 
needs to stop now. I would 
hope that members of both 
parties would jump on this 
bandwagon and move to 
protect the people they rep-
resent. Enough is enough. It 
makes me want to take an 
aspirin or two…while I can 
afford it.

Thought for the day: 
When morality comes up 
against profit, it is seldom 
that profit loses. Shirley Ch-
isholm.

Until next time…I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com
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Say hello to our neighbor, 
Melanie Webb!

Melanie is the Founder and Executive Director of Righ-
teous Roots and is a teacher at Gatesville High School. 
Seeing people overcome their obstacles and thrive in dif-
ficult circumstances is what she cherishes most about 
her profession. She loves that Gatesville is her home-
town where she is familiar with everyone. She strives to 
make a difference in the lives of the people that we do 
life with every day. Melanie reads The Gatesville Mes-
senger to stay up to date with all the latest local news.

If you happen to see Melanie around town, say hello! 
She is one of us!

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Melanie Webb

Folksaround town

Sponsored by

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Dealing with big pharma and their drug 
prices can make anyone sick

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated colum-
nist and newspaper executive. He is 
also an author, playwright, actor and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

I 
have suffered with asthma since I was a 

child. Attacks were usually a major inci-

dent in the spring, and a second attack in 

the fall. For the balance of the year, I was 

pretty much asthma-free. 

City ends contract with Sunbright Paper Recycling
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

After voting to provide curbside recycling to Gatesville 
residents earlier this year, the Gatesville City Council de-
cided on July 25 to end a contract with Sunbright Paper Re-
cycling effective the end of this month.

The contract with Sunbright, which began in July 2020, 
placed a compactor at the Gatesville Public Works Service 

Center near the fire station. That option will no longer be 
available for area residents effective Aug. 1.

“The bottom line - this was a 36-month contract, and it 
ends at the end of July,” City Manager Scott Albert said. “We 
have reached out to the county (to see if Coryell County 
wanted to take over the contract) but there was no response.

“It would cost the city about $11,000 to continue the ser-
vice, which has cost the city $26,234 since you started the 

program.”
Gary Chumley noted the facility is still being used by 

county residents outside Gatesville.
“The only pushback we’ll get is from the people in the 

county using it,” he said. “I’ll tell them to contact their coun-
ty commissioner.”

understand the market,” he said. “If you 
have a cell phone and go to H-E-B or Wal-
Mart, we know you are there. We are able to 
identify where customers are coming from 
and how long they stay in your community. 
Using cell phone data is incredibly powerful 
(in understanding the retail market).”

In addition to identifying retail needs 
and opportunities, Farmer said The Retail 
Coach can also help predict “what demand 
will look like in five years. You are showing 
growth and demand is going up.”

He pointed to areas around Wal-Mart that 
are vacant, as well as sites along Highway 
84/Main Street where new businesses could 
potentially locate.

“Gatesville is underserved,” Farmer said. 
“There’s opportunity in this area. If we can 
provide the sites to these retailers, it speeds 
up the recruitment process. We identify re-
tailers that should be there that aren’t there, 
and we show them they can’t afford not to 
be in Gatesville.

“It’s important to have all the economic 
development information in the right place, 
quick and easy to access. We do the recruit-
ment, phone calls, emails and text messages 
and we go to trade shows, and we keep track 
of all of our efforts. One of the most impor-
tant things in retail is trade shows. We rep-
resent you at the trade shows and work with 
the retailers there.”

Farmer, who lives in Dripping Springs, 
in the Austin area, said he is familiar with 
Gatesville.

“I know your community well - I have 
family not far from there,” he said. “I think 
there’s opportunity whether it’s on Highway 
36 by Wal-Mart, or redeveloping areas along 
Highway 84 and Main Street.”

Both Councilwoman Barbara Burrow and 
Mayor Pro Tem Meredith Rainer expressed 
concerns about protecting local businesses 
already established in Gatesville and also 
the community’s smalltown atmosphere.

“When you say you plan to work with the 
current businesses we have in town, what 
does that look like?” Rainer asked.

“We have a town hall meeting and share 
all the information and how to use it from 
a marketing standpoint,” Farmer said. “I can 

run reports on individual businesses using 
cell phone analysis.”

Rainer noted that “some of the sites near 
Wal-Mart people have looked into. We have 
infrastructure issues - waterline issues.”

“I’m somewhat up to speed on the infra-
structure issues,” Farmer said. “If we can 
convince a developer to do a large project 
(addressing the infrastructure needs) makes 
sense, cost-wise.”

Councilman Greg Casey asked about in-
centives for businesses that would locate 
in Gatesville and pay for infrastructure up-
grades and asked about The Retail Coach’s 
role in that discussion.

“We’ll probably do that ourselves,” City 
Manager Albert said.

“We actually have the ability to run an in-
centive analysis,” Farmer said. “We can see 
what a project will bring in as far as sales 
tax and can project it for five years.”

Burrow emphasized the importance of 
protecting the businesses that are already 
in Gatesville.

“With new businesses introduced, that 
is going to exacerbate the movement away 
from small businesses,” she said. “It was the 
same thing with Wal-Mart when they came 
in. It sucked the life out of our local busi-
nesses. How do we limit that collateral dam-
age?”

Farmer said Burrow presented a great 
question, and added, “What Wal-Mart has 
done has expanded your trade area. We look 
at how to bring that to other businesses. We 
just want to add to your retail mix and keep 
people from leaving your community as of-
ten. We call that retail leakage.”

Rainer said she was “proud of our small 
businesses. I don’t want to lose that small 
town feel. If you bring in Target, it’s going to 
feel like Waco and not like Gatesville.”

“I can tell you 100% that Target is not 
coming to Gatesville,” Farmer said. With re-
gard to protecting small businesses, Farmer 
said “we had the same concern in Dripping 
Springs. The reality is we have $400 million 
in retail leakage on a regular basis. It’s im-
portant to find that healthy mix. We want 
to work with your local businesses and help 
them expand their business.”

Councilman Claude Williams said he had a 
different perspective than Burrow and Rain-
er, stating that sometimes businesses did 
not offer the best value for customers be-

cause of a lack of competition, leading many 
people to leave Gatesville to visit other com-
munities to dine and shop.

“I feel the opposite,” Williams said. “Prices 
can get so high when you are paying $15 for 
six pieces of chicken that I’d rather go out 
of town to a restaurant (for better value).”

Councilman Joe Patterson noted that San 
Saba, a small agricultural community with 
a population of about 2,600 people, was 
among The Retail Coach’s clients, and asked 
for details on how efforts helped that com-
munity.

“Do you have anything to share about suc-
cesses or struggles in attracting businesses 
to a place like San Saba?” he asked. “Some 
worry about too much change. I look at 
some of those retailers and think they may 
not have much interest in Gatesville” (be-
cause it is a smaller community).

“San Saba is close to my heart - it’s a great 
small town,” Farmer said. “I take my kids 
to the park there. We were successful in at-
tracting some fast-food establishments to 
San Saba. We also helped the local grocery 
store. They had expired items on the shelves 
and people were leaving to shop in places 
like Brownwood. We worked with the store 
to have them carry items that people would 
actually buy and keep them from leaving 
town so often.

“There are a number of success stories 
for them but mostly at a local and regional 
level. They don’t have as much ability to at-
tract national retailers like Gatesville does.”

Councilman John Westbrook noted that 
Harker Heights “is the money side of Killeen, 
Brownwood has a university and is a major 
crossroads, and Marble Falls is close to Aus-
tin - I’m having a hard time seeing where 
Gatesville fits in” (to attracting new retail).

“That’s why you need us,” Farmer said. 
“Your trade area is growing and is five times 
Gatesville’s population. You are pulling peo-
ple from other areas to stop and eat. You’ve 
got a hospital that is a pretty large draw, 
a pretty decent-sized school district. Wal-
Mart and H-E-B are there, and that shows 
your ability to draw for a larger retail area.”

Rainer said one issue Gatesville has with 
its Census data is that the prison population 
is included for the community.

“I’ve known that, and we’ve got demogra-
phers that will come in from day one and 
be able to identify strengths and needs,” 

Farmer said. “We also look at your daytime 
population. Prison staff are coming in from 
outside the city limits. We will work with 
demographers to identify that true popula-
tion.”

Albert said The Retail Coach will work 
with local businesses too, adding “that’s 
worth the money in itself.”

He added that “even if we retain only 5 
to 10 percent of that $400 million (in retail 
leakage), that’s a significant amount of mon-
ey. You can see the deterioration of build-
ings and infrastructure. We’ve got to start 
bringing in additional money.”

Rainer said her concern was the impact on 
local businesses.

“That is the nature of a capitalistic soci-
ety,” Patterson said. “People are going to 
vote with their dollars.”

Mayor Gary Chumley said he lived in 
Hamilton for two years and had to shop in 
Gatesville. He said when people come here 
to shop, it’s important to provide them with 
variety and places of interest.

“You draw traffic in from people coming 
to shop and they see more business, they’ll 
start spending a little more time here,” he 
said. “That equals money.

“This is not the total answer but it’s one 
more tool in our toolbox to be able to pay 
for this infrastructure.”

“Our goal is to bring in a couple additional 
businesses and restaurants and to help ex-
isting businesses grow and expand,” Farmer 
said.

“The only competition I hear about is 
people going out of town to shop and eat 
at restaurants,” Williams said. “Why can’t 
we keep more of that money here? I think it 
also brings jobs.”

Farmer said The Retail Coach looks at “80 
different sectors to be able to tell the story 
to attract retail.”

Rainer asked about a timeline for bringing 
in new businesses.

“It’s quickest to get retailers and restau-
rants into existing space,” Farmer said. 
“We’ll know within a few months. If we can 
get them the site and the information they 
need, you’ll see some things happen pretty 
quickly.

“There are some areas of downtown that 
need some redevelopment, and we’d be able 
to strategize.”

RETAIL
FROM PAGE A1

BURN BAN INFORMATION: The Coryell County Commissioners Court enacted a burn ban on July 25 for 90 days due to hot, dry conditions after receiving input from the 
Gatesville and Copperas Cove fire chiefs. The band can be rescinded if weather conditions change.
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County leaders take action on Straws Mill Road safety issue

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Following up on safety concerns at the low 
water crossing on Straws Mill Road, the Co-
ryell County Commissioners Court voted to 
authorize county Road and Bridge Director 
Justin Latham to negotiate with a property 
owner for land on which to build a berm to 
help protect travelers from a drop-off to-
ward the Leon River caused by erosion.

The berm is considered to be a temporary 
solution as the county considers long-term 
options to address the low water crossing.

“The bank there sloughs three feet for 50 
or 60 feet,” Latham said. “My question to the 
court - is it the intent to eventually replace 
it? If so, we will look for a way to patch until 
we devise a long-term solution.”

Latham said the traffic counts in the area 
were higher than he expected - “125 was the 
lowest per day.”

County Judge Roger Miller said the high-
est daily usage recorded on the road was 
222 vehicles.

“That slough was my concern, too,” Miller 
said.

Commissioner Ryan Basham suggested 
the possibility of putting railing in the area 
to prevent people from driving off the road.

“There’s one or two options there,” Latham 
said. “It’s really not a good solution to do a 
good rock and fill (because of erosion). We 
could get a temporary easement of 30 to 40 
feet, and we could make the length of the 
curve longer. There is a fiber optic line there 
that runs to Fort Hood cell towers.”

Commissioner Scott Weddle said the “first 
action is to see if we could get a temporary 
easement and move that curve to the left. 
We’re buying some time.”

Basham noted resolving the issue perma-
nently will take some time.

“This is not a quick fix,” he said. “It will 
take some time to get right of way.”

Latham said the area previously had a 
berm but that “rains we had about 90 days 
ago sloughed some of it. Putting a berm 
there would allow us some time.”

He anticipated that fixing the area perma-
nently would likely be at least a three-year 
project.

COURTESY PHOTO BY RYAN BASHAM

Hazardous conditions at the Leon River crossing at Straws Mill Road will require both a temporary fix 
and a long-term solution.

assistant superintendent for 
academics and is now the super-
intendent for the Oglesby school 
district, GISD is shuffling some ad-
ministrative responsibilities.

“Scott Harper (who was assistant 
superintendent of administrative 
services) will be over academ-
ics, curriculum and instruction,” 
Pollard said. “Yancey Sanderson 
(executive director of testing and 
federal programs) will retain most 
of his current duties and take on 
what had been Scott’s (human re-
sources) role.”

Darrell Frazier, the district’s di-
rector of finance, has announced 
plans to retire in August 2024, Pol-
lard said. LeighAnn Goodwin, ex-
ecutive director of special services, 
who oversees special education 
for the district, will spend the next 
year working closely with Frazier 
so she can step into the finance di-
rector role upon his departure.

“That job is so unique and hard 
to fill,” Pollard said. “LeighAnn, 
who has a background in finance 
and engineering, will be learning 
all of the things about the finance 
director position.”

Looking ahead to the school 

year, there are some special events 
planned for the district and com-
munity.

“We will have the second annual 
homecoming festival on Septem-
ber 7, along with the bonfire,” Pol-
lard said. “The theme is ‘Hornets 
Through the Decades,’ so we’ll 
have some nostalgic-type games 
like a hula hoop contest and dif-
ferent games. At the homecoming 
game, alumni band members can 
sign up to play with our current 
students.”

The district’s fall dance will be 
Oct. 28.

Next spring, as a total eclipse 
shadows the community on April 
8, 2024, GISD will give students 
and staff the day off and partici-
pate in the festivities.

“We are working with Cheri 
Shepherd (the city’s eclipse coor-
dinator) and will sell tickets to the 
stadium as a fundraiser,” Pollard 
said. “We will have concessions, 
restrooms open and lots of park-
ing. We could have a lot of visitors 
to the community for the eclipses. 
We’ll have our police officers on 
duty to make sure everything is 
safe and secure.”

Looking ahead to the future, Pol-
lard said renovations of the junior 
high campus and the athletic field-
house are long-term priorities.

“We are looking at renovating 
and adding on to the junior high 
like we did to the high school,” he 
said. “The junior high will be 60 
years old in 2026, so we’re looking 
at making improvements there in 
the next three years. 

“It’s like an old battleship - the 
skeleton is great, but we need to 
get rid of portable buildings and 
make some changes to the main 
building. We also need to add sixth 
grade back to the junior high. We 
will also add a classroom for band, 
choir and ag and enhance security.

“We’ll also ask voters about ren-
ovating the fieldhouse - it really is 
in poor shape and needs updates. 
That work is still two, three or 
more years away.”

The district is welcoming 25 new 
professional staff members for the 
upcoming school year.

“It’s a pretty modest number - 
we did quite well on our hiring,” 
Pollard said.

Some of the district’s changes 
include:

• Van Collins replaced Mashara 
Streater (who retired) as the Pri-
mary principal. 

• Bridget Register had to replace 
both of her assistant principals 
(Casey Melton went to Oglesby) 
and Van Collins.

• Alicia Meharg was promoted 
from instructional coach to assis-
tant principal at Intermediate

• Gatesville native Angie Shoaf 
Pearson was an assistant principal 
in Temple ISD and will be coming 
to the intermediate as an assistant 
principal. 

• Liz Shoaf took over for out-
going high school principal Marie 
Barrows. 

• Brian Bays is moving over from 
DAEP (disciplinary alternative 
education program) to fill Shoaf’s 
spot. 

• Pam Williams, who was in 
charge of community outreach 
and the district’s WINGS program 
(which helps at-risk students earn 
their diploma) will add DAEP to 
her duties.

• Coach Shawna Martin is taking 
on the girls’ coordinator position 
at the junior high.

• Coach Phillip Martin will direct 
the track and cross-country pro-
grams.

• Nikki Masters went from read-
ing interventionist at Primary to 
GT (gifted and talented) coordina-
tor.

• Brandi Smith was promoted to 
cafeteria manager.

• Mandy Dudik will become a 
STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering, and math) teacher at the 
elementary school.

• Three former GISD teachers 
are returning: Samantha Lyday 
(fifth grade), Kari Patterson (first 
grade), and Kassie Withrow (high 
school special ed). 

• Claude Williams is the new 
high school art teacher.

• Whitney Carothers is moving 
from Primary counselor to high 
school academic adviser.

GISD
FROM PAGE A1

“We are looking at renovating and adding on to the 

junior high (in the future) like we did to the high school. 

The junior high will be 60 years old in 2026, so we’re 

looking at making improvements there in the next three 

years.

BARRETT POLLARD

resident. While already in custody at the Coryell County 
Jail on unrelated charges, Ford was served with a murder 
charge warrant based on the indictment by a Coryell County 
Grand Jury in June. 

As of now, the third suspect remains unidentified. The 

Gatesville Police Department urges anyone with informa-
tion about this incident to contact them at 254-865-2226 or 
reach out to Centex Crime Stoppers at 254-865-8477. Crime 
Stoppers callers may remain anonymous, and any informa-
tion leading to the arrest of the third suspect, in this case, 
may result in a cash award.

“I am proud of the work done by our investigators in-
volved in this case and extend my gratitude to Texas Rang-
er Jake Burson, the U.S. Marshal’s Fugitive Task Force, the 

Temple Police Department, and our partners at the Coryell 
County District Attorney’s Office,” said Gatesville Police 
Chief Brad Hunt.

Hunt said he hopes this recent development brings some 
closure to Davis’ family and the community.  Hunt empha-
sized that at least one more individual was involved in the 
crime, and the case will remain open until all responsible 
parties are identified and charged accordingly.

SUSPECTS
FROM PAGE A1

Evant-area property owners seeks subdivision changes
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

A request for property owners to replat 
portions of the Kingston Estates subdivi-
sion, located in the Evant area, which would 
include the possibility of one lot potentially 
being rezoned from single family to multi-
family residential, led to discussion by the 
Coryell County Commissioners Court dur-
ing their July 25 meeting.

Justin Mannix with the county’s road and 
bridge department said the replating re-
quest included “making two lots bigger, one 
lot smaller, and lot 2 they want to use for 
multi-family housing. It would be 4.2 acres, 
up from 3.3 acres. Personally, I feel they 
have to get a signature from everybody in 

that subdivision.”
Roads providing access to the subdivision 

include Old Osage Road and Barton Lane.
“If you bought a single family (lot) and 

they put a multi-family in right next to it ...” 
Began Commissioner Keith Taylor.

“They might not be too happy about it,” 
Mannix said.

County Judge Roger Miller asked if lots 
from the original play had been sold, and 
Mannix said they have.

“It sounds like all the lots are owned,” 
Mannix said. “Some are wanting to increase 
the size, one wants to decrease, and one 
wants to make it multi-family.”

Commissioner Scott Weddle said he had 
concerns about the request.

“My question is - I’ve tried to read all our 
subdivision rules but I’m certainly not an 
expert. On the surface I’m not in favor of 
switching from single family to multi-fami-
ly. Can we just say no to the petition?”

County Attorney Brandon Belt said the 
owners “have a right to apply to you for a re-
plat. You can make a decision at that time.”

Because the replat could have an impact 
on local areas of public interest, including 
streets, the request will have to be adver-
tised in the paper and residents of the sub-
division notified of the pending request.

“I’ll go back to the first decision - does this 
affect public interest?” Miller said. “I believe 
we are having a fundamental effect on Old 
Osage Road with the applicant desiring to 

have multi-family and potentially increasing 
traffic.”

“If it does affect a public interest - and 
this does - they would have to comply with 
the rules (including notifying area residents 
of the request),” Belt said.

Mannix asked Belt if the county would still 
require signatures from the subdivision’s 
property owners.

“We’re going to give each of them notice, 
but they don’t have to sign off on the plat,” 
Belt said.

The issue will be considered again at an 
upcoming meeting of the commissioners 
court.

TPWD seeks proposals on ecosystem services projects
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) will soon 

begin seeking proposals from public or private entities to 
construct nature-based carbon sequestration infrastructure 
or other projects that will harness other similar ecosystem 
services on TPWD properties.

House Bill (HB) 4018, passed in the 88th Texas Legisla-
tive Session and effective Sept. 1, allows TPWD to enter 
into agreements through an innovative conservation model 

providing both wetland protection and carbon credit-based 
revenue to the agency.

The legislation authorizes development of nature-based 
structures on land primarily used for game or fish conserva-
tion, protection or management. Additionally, projects may 
be constructed on TPWD land primarily used for parks, rec-
reation or historic sites.

TPWD will be looking for partners willing to fund all con-
struction costs for nature-based structures and establish a 
revenue-sharing model for carbon credits.

Private money may fund construction adjacent to select 
public lands, and TPWD will deposit any funds received for 
that purpose to benefit either state parks or game and fish 
management, depending on the project’s location.
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At 1854 Mercantile, we believe shopping at small businesses 
makes a BIG impact on our community. Our vendor spot-
light this month is Chelsea Shults, owner and operator of 
Prickly Diamond Designs! Chelsea is known as “the glitter 
bar lady.” She is 31 years old, born and raised here in Gates-
ville. Chelsea is  married to Logan Shults and they have a 
6-year-old red-headed son, Rinley! She started her business 
in the middle of the pandemic, while working full time for 
the State of Texas as a Sociologist. Her small business quickly 
became her new fulltime job and she was able to leave her 
job with the state. She’s been going strong since 2021 and 
has loved every bit of her small business’ journey! She loves 
to make things sparkle and shine, and offers a wide variety 
of handmade glitter office supplies! A girl couldn’t ask for a 
more fun way to make a living than to be playing in glitter! 
Being a vendor inside 1854 Mercantile since the first open-
ing has given her to opportunity to spread her small business 
throughout the town and she couldn’t be more grateful! 
Thank you, Gatesville, for supporting small and shopping 
local! Remember to leave your sparkling trail of kindness 
wherever you go, you never know who might just pick it up. 

501-A E. Main Street, Gatesville, Texas
254-206-9515

1854 Vendor Spotlight

24 Hour Red Dyed

Farm Diesel

Unleaded & Clear Diesel

8-5, M-F

254-675-8107

BULK DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

MyattFuels.net

202 N. Ave B • ON THE TRACKS

Clifton, TX

Staff Reports

Roger Miller, Coryell 
County Judge issued a 
burn ban that was effec-
tive at sunset on Wednes-
day, July 19.

The ban will remain in 
effect for 10 days after 
sunset on July 19, unless 
it is terminated earlier 
based on a determination 

made by the Commission-
ers Court, or County Judge 
that a public safety hazard 
no longer exists.

This does not prohibit 
outdoor burning activities 
related to public health 
and safety that are autho-
rized by the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental 
Quality.

Judge Miller issued 
burn ban July 19

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District School 
Board has recently provided 

election information.
The first day to file for the 

election began on Monday, 
July 24, and the last day to 
file will be on Monday, Au-

gust 21.
The date of the election 

will be Tuesday, Novem-
ber 7. The seats that are up 
for re-election are Charles 

Ament, Jimmie Ferguson, 
and Calvin Ford.

Candidates are able to 
pick up a candidate packet 
at the Gatesville ISD Ad-

ministration Office or visit 
www.gatesvilleisd.org to ob-
tain your packet.

The Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District  Admin-

istration Office is located at 
401-561 S. Lovers Lane.

Gatesville ISD announces school board election information
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Ashley Pivowar, a representative of Pro-Dental in Gatesville, recently attended story time at the Gatesville Public Library. She read to the 
children from the book by Mercer Mayer titled “Just Going to the Dentist.” In the book, Mayer’s  ‘Little Critter’  is having a checkup at the 
dentist office. Whether a child is having an X-ray taken, getting teeth cleaned, or locating a cavity, this book helps to take away any fears 
of going to the dentist.

STORY TIME AT GATESVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Anyway, here are some 
important dates to remem-
ber as we approach fall: the 
next Pearl Bluegrass and 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore day 
will be August 5; the Pearl 
Church of Christ Atchley 
Fish Fry and Silent Auction 
for His Kids will be the 3rd 
of September with items set 
up to view by August 21;  the 
next Pearl Cemetery work-
day will be October 14 with a 
reschedule date if necessary 
due to inclement weather of 
October 21; and the Pearl 
Church of Christ 128th Re-
union will be October 15.  
Mark your calendars, and 
please know that everyone 
is cordially invited to attend 
any and all of these events!

Notes from The Pleasure 
and Profit Club dated Au-
gust 31, 1933: “The Club 
met with Mrs. Bonnie Brown. 
We quilted one quilt and fin-
ished about one half of an-
other, and almost finished 
piecing one more. Next came 
the business meeting. All 
members answered the roll 
call except four. Our new 
Constitution was ready to be 
discussed and criticized. Our 

next meeting is to be with 
Mrs. Mildred Manning, which 
would be September 14. Im-
mediately after adjourn-
ment came the surprise of 
a stork shower for Mrs. Let-
tie Oney. Refreshments of 
cake and grape punch were 
served to all members and 
several visitors. Signed by 
Vera Whitt.” To read more of 
The Pleasure and Profit Club 
minutes, you can purchase 
the book from the Pearl Cot-
tage Bookstore for $150.00. 
Be sure and visit this trea-
sured bookstore on August 
5! You never know what (or 
who) you might find there! 

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Matthew 
19:14—Jesus said, “Let the 
little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of Heaven be-
longs to such as these.”. NIV 

Pray for rain and our coun-
try!! 

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page and the Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore and Re-
sale Shop Facebook page! 
Please submit any Pearl news 
to betsyclark47@yahoo.com.

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

PEARL NEWS

Where does the 
time gone?

I 
can hardly believe that it’s the end of July of 

2023! Where does the time go? That’s not just 

a saying for me; it’s a reality! The older I get, 

the faster time travels! 

Staff Reports

Coryell Valley Church will 
hold its Summer Singing on 
Saturday, July 29. Summer 
Singing will begin at 5 p.m.

Many projects have oc-
curred at Coryell Valley 

Church over the years. 
Projects include restoring 
the 1930s rock church, es-
tablishing a Wesleyan con-
gregation, providing con-
certs performed by gospel 
groups, and adding a com-
munity building with rest-

rooms, showers, a kitchen, 
a loft, and Wi-Fi.

The vision of Coryell Val-
ley Church is to make an 
impact for God by helping 
people understand the en-
riching messages of eternal 
hope given by Jesus Christ 

through His words and 
deeds.

Coryell Valley Church is 
located at 4995 FM 929 in 
Gatesville.

Coryell Valley Church presents Summer Singing

Staff Reports

In honor of Cody Milam, 
there will be a Cody’s Friends 
Team Roping practice on Fri-
day, August 4 from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. The practice will 
be held at 5 Hills Cowboy 
Church located at 380 FM 
2808 in Kempner.

There will be a jackpot to 
participate in as well as the 
main practice.

All donations received 
from this event will benefit 
Cody’s Friends Riding Club.

For more information con-
tact Katie at 254-630-984.

Cody’s Friends 
Team Roping 
set for Aug. 4

Staff Reports

The 2023 Coryell Senior 
Expo will be held at the 
Gatesville Civic Center on 
Thursday, August 24. The 
event will be from 8 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. and the vendor 
area will open at 9 a.m. 

There will be door prizes 
as well.

This will be a chance for 
local seniors to get free 
screenings and informa-
tion on cholesterol, blood 
pressure, diabetes, assisted 
living, independent liv-
ing, long-term care, home 

health, hospice, and fall 
prevention. 

Hourly Information ses-
sions will include:

- Estate Planning at 8 a.m.
- Advanced Directives at 

9 a.m.
- Medicare at 10 a.m.
- Medicaid at 11 a.m.

The Gatesville Civic Cen-
ter is located at 301 Vet-
erans Memorial Loop. For 
more information contact 
254-248-6380 or by email 
at becky.terrell@coryell-
health.org.

2023 Coryell Senior Expo to be held Aug. 24

Staff Reports

Gatesville Independent 
School District will hold a 
vaccination clinic on Fri-
day, August 4 for students 
across all campuses. The 

vaccination clinic will be 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Gatesville High School 
DAEP building located at 
2538 E. Main Street.

Whether you are unin-
sured or underinsured 

Gatesville ISD will provide 
vaccinations to you at no 
cost.

Vaccinations will in-
clude Diphtheria, Tetanus, 
Pertussis, Polio, Measles, 
Mumps, Rubella, Hepatitis 

B, Hepatitis A, Varicella, 
and Meningococcal.

For more information 
or to schedule an appoint-
ment call 254-865-7264.

Gatesville ISD presents vaccination clinic Aug. 4

Staff Reports

Turnersville Baptist 
Church will hold their Va-
cation Bible School on Sat-
urday, July 29 for one day 

only. The VBS will com-
mence at 9 a.m. and will 
continue through 3 p.m.

The theme for this year 
will be Twists and Turns, 
and children ages four 

through fifth grade are wel-
come to attend.

There will be lots of 
music, crafts, Bible time, 
snacks, fun, missions, and 
recreation.

For more information,  
contact Turnersville Baptist 
Church at 254-421-3974.

Turnersville Baptist Church presents VBS
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OBITUARIES

Bill Adcock, age 78, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Tuesday, July 25, 2023, at 
his home, surrounded by 
his family.

Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
July 29, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home with Pastor Kurt 
Fuessel officiating.  Inter-
ment will follow at Restland 
Cemetery.  The family will 
receive visitors from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Friday, July 28, 
at the funeral home.

Billy Lawrence Adcock 
was born on June 8, 1945, 
to the late Tilmon and Lu-
cille Williams Adcock in 
Hamilton.  He grew up and 
attended school in Evant, 
graduating in 1963.  He 
married Frances McDonald 
Bird in August 1973, and 
the two made their home 
in Gatesville for most of 
their married life.  Together 
they raised six wonderful 
children.  Bill retired from 
Sprint Telephone Company 
in 2003 after almost 40 
years of service.  He en-
joyed working on cars and 
being with family.  He espe-
cially enjoyed whatever his 
grandchildren were partici-
pating in.  Bill was a mem-
ber of Mountain Baptist 
Church.  

Bill was preceded in 
death by his parents; broth-
er, Jerry Adcock; sister-in-

law, Wanda Adcock; and 
brothers-in-law, Bill Ross 
and Roger Medart. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 50 years, Frances; 
daughters, Stacey Lowery 
and husband, Chip, Trac-
ey Karasek and husband, 
Rodney, and Jennifer Hig-
ginbotham; sons, Steve Ad-
cock and wife, Candi, Mike 
Bird, and Mark Bird; sister, 
Martha Ross; sister-in-law, 
Deanna Medart; brother-
in-law, Mackie McDonald; 
thirteen grandchildren; and 
seven great-grandchildren.  

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Moun-
tain Baptist Church, 6319 
E. Hwy 84, Gatesville, Tex-
as 76528, or to Evant ISD 
Heritage Foundation, 4970 
County Road 2965, Evant, 
Texas 76525. 

Bill Adcock
June 8, 1945 – July 25, 2023

Linda Graham, age 81, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Monday, July 24, 2023 at 
her home.

Funeral services were 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, July 
28, at Scott’s Funeral Home 
Chapel, with Jimmy Fergu-
son officiating.  Interment 
followed at Hemmeline 
Cemetery.  

Linda Faye Graham was 
born on November 4, 1941, 
in Gatesville to the late Ce-
cil and Catherine Stovall 
Dorsey.  She grew up in 
Gatesville and graduated 
from Gatesville High School 
in 1960.  She graduated 
from the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor with a bach-
elor’s degree in education.  
She married Charles Gra-
ham on August 24, 1962.  
She began her teaching ca-
reer in 1967 for the Gates-
ville State School for Boys, 
until joining the Gatesville 
Independent School Dis-
trict in 1971.  She taught at 
the elementary and junior 
high school until her retire-
ment in 1999 with a total 
of 28 years with the dis-
trict.  Linda loved teaching 
and was a mentor to many 
of her students, as well as a 
tutor to those who needed 
instruction.  She estab-
lished the Dorsey – Graham 
Memorial Scholarship and 
enjoyed awarding scholar-
ships to help students fur-
ther their education.  Linda 
and her husband contrib-
uted to the founding of the 
Gatesville I.S.D. Education 
Foundation.  She also en-
joyed supporting the Cory-
ell County Youth Fair. She 
was a member of Ft. Gates 
Church of Christ.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 

two brothers, Don Dorsey 
and Cecil Dorsey, Jr.

Linda is survived by her 
husband, Charles Graham; 
son, Jay Graham and wife, 
Janet; daughter, Lisbeth 
Appelman and husband, 
Todd; sister, Dorothy Hunt; 
brother, Harold Dorsey and 
wife, Pamela; nine grand-
children, Damon Graham, 
Jared Graham, Jackson 
Graham, Ava Graham, Alex 
Appelman, Jessica Gowen, 
Jake Appelman, Joshua Ap-
pelman and Lucas Appel-
man; twelve great- grand-
children, Tyler, Asher, 
Gauge, Creedence, Pierce, 
Emma, Parker, Aaron, 
Ethan, Ashley, Sean and 
Damon, Jr.; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family request that me-
morials be made to the Ft. 
Gates Church of Christ, 
c/o Don Russell, 1201 Gor-
man Rd., Gatesville, TX 
76528, Hemmeline Cem-
etery Assn., 1050 FM 1783, 
Gatesville, TX 76528 or 
Gatesville I.S.D. Education 
Foundation, 311 S. Lovers 
Lane, Gatesville, TX 76528.

Linda Graham
November 4, 1941 – July 24, 2023

David Swader, age 76, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Sunday, July 23, 2023.

Memorial services will be 
held at Central Texas State 
Veterans Cemetery at a lat-
er date.  

David Lloyd Swader was 
born on February 26, 1947, 
to the late Alvin and Pearl 
Needham Swader in Mesa, 
AZ.  He grew up and at-
tended school in Gilbert, 
AZ.  After high school, 
he enlisted in the United 
States Navy and was sta-
tioned in San Diego, CA.  
He served two tours in 
Vietnam and later retired 
after serving for nearly 12 
years.  He met the love of 
his life, Elizabeth McMani-
gal, in 1975, and the two 
were married in August of 
the following year.  He and 
Elizabeth made their home 
in Freemont, CA, where he 
owned his own business, 
Dave’s Tire Service for over 
22 years.  After his second 
retirement, he and Eliza-
beth moved to Gatesville to 
be closer to family.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; sisters, Mar-

tha, Virgie, and Linda; and 
brothers, Henry and Edgar.

David is survived by his 
wife, Elizabeth Swader; 
sister, Nancy Rainwa-
ter, brothers, Wesley and 
Johnny Swader; children, 
Deanna Swader, and Linda 
Swader; numerous grand-
children including Libby 
and Lauren, and of course 
his fur babies, Reo and Max.

In lieu of flowers, David’s 
family requests that me-
morials be made to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs at https://heartof-
texas.va.gov/.

Benjie Johnson, age 55, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Wednesday, July 19, 2023.

Funeral services were 
held at 10 a.m. Monday, 
July 24, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home Chapel in Gatesville.  
Graveside services followed 
at 2 p.m. at Sunnyside Cem-
etery in Calvert.  

Benjamin Lee Johnson 
was born on December 7, 
1967, in Bryan.  He grew 
up and went to school in 
Calvert and Bremond.  He 
married Marsha Wiley on 
December 9, 1989.  They 
moved to Louisiana and 
opened “Boss Hog’s” BBQ.   
He later worked for Crane 
Plumbing and Coastal 
Transport, until moving to 
Gatesville in 1996, where 
they opened J & M’s Hill 
Country Bar-B-Q.  Benjie en-
joyed playing poker, telling 
stories, and loved fishing 
and hunting.  

He was preceded in death 
by his grandmother, Mable 
Johnson; stepfather, Wil-
liam (Ju-Ju) Bielamowicz; 
and a niece, Terri Lynn 
Greensage.

Benjie is survived by 
his wife, Marsha Johnson; 
father, Robert McCarver; 
mother, Karlan Bielamo-
wicz; daughter, Heather 
Gribble and husband, 
Jed; son, Frank Johnson; 
grandchildren, Cutter 
Gribble, Breeann Gribble; 
siblings, Robert McCarver, 
Jr., Don McCarver, Bob-
bie Gonzales, Judy Pruitt, 
Julie Danko, Lisa Hopcus; 
and many cousins, niec-
es, nephews, and special 
friends.

Benjie Johnson
December 7, 1967 – July 19, 2023

HP Brookshire, age 91, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Tuesday, July 18, 2023, sur-
rounded by his family.  

Celebration of Life servic-
es will be held by the family 
at a later date.

HP Brookshire was born 
on November 8, 1931, to the 
late Hulon and Iona Keener 
Brookshire of the Brown’s 
Creek Community, now 
part of Fort Hood.  He grew 
up and attended school in 
the Brown’s Creek Commu-
nity, and Pidcoke, and later 
graduated from Gatesville 
High School.  In 1951, HP 
married Sandra Sue Adams, 
his high school sweetheart, 
and the two made their 
home in Gatesville.  He 
farmed and ranched all of 
his life, but also worked for 
the Texas National Guard.  
HP later retired from civil 
service at Fort Hood after 
many dedicated years of 
service.  He was an avid 
reader of Western novels 
and was a collector of many 
things and is considered to 
be a “Brookshire Hoarder” 
by his family.

HP was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife, Sandra 
Adams; sister, Jean Ander-
son; and daughter, Patti 
Smith.

He is survived by daugh-

ters, Joy Brookshire, and 
Gay Comer and husband, 
Monte; son, Joe Brookshire 
and wife, Culli; brother, 
Billy Brookshire, and wife, 
Debbie; nephews, Wel-
don and Leslie Anderson; 
grandchildren, Jeff Smith 
and wife, Machaela, Misty 
Smith and husband, Pat-
rick, Alan Comer and wife, 
Amy, Amanda Leigh Brook-
shire, TC Brookshire and 
wife, Ashlee; twelve great-
grandchildren; and 1 great-
great-grandchild.  

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to the 
Big Sting, 3417 Imperial 
Dr., Gatesville, TX 76528; 
Preceptor Delta XI Patti 
Smith Scholarship Fund, 
118 Gates Drive, Gatesville, 
TX 76528; or to a charity of 
your choosing.

HP Brookshire
November 8, 1931 – July 18, 2023

David Swader
February 26, 1947 – July 23, 2023

Thank you! 

You have truly touched our hearts with the 
love, support, and generosity you have shown 
to us in this very difficult time.  We thank each 
one of you from the bottom of our hearts.  
 

God Bless You,
Tully & Brandi Williams
And family

Shop Local for 
Great Service, 
Selection & Value

When you dine and shop 

at local businesses, you 

help make our community 

a better place.

2307 Hwy. 36 South | Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-2617 |  www.gatesvillechamber.com

Not a member of your local Chamber of Commerce? 

Contact us to learn more about membership perks.

Haynes Jewelry
103-C Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville

(254) 865-6131

Open Mon.–Thurs., 10am–5pm

Thank You
to all our customers for allowing us time 

off for our annual vacation. 
We will reopen Monday, July 31.

Marker Text: Weaver 
Chapel Cemetery has 
served the widely scattered 
rural communities located 
in the Leon River Valley 
and the Coryell Creek cor-
ridor for more than 130 
years. The site is on land 
donated by rev. John Wil-
son in 1879 to the trustees 
of the methodist episcopal 
church, and remains in its 
original geographic con-
text, unchanged since the 
arrival of the earliest set-
tlers. Although many fami-
lies included in the burial 
records are related, it is 
not considered a family 
cemetery. Burials are open 
to all individuals with ties 
to the area who choose to 
make their final resting 
place among the dozens of 
early pioneering families 
buried here, three of the 
most predominant being 
the Wilsons, Weavers and 
Pruitts.

There are 55 identified 
graves dating from 1879 
through 1899 and over 
225 identified graves in-
cluded in the burial re-
cords. The oldest identi-
fied grave (Feb. 6, 1879) 
is that of Robert Weaver, 
infant grandson of Rev. 
Frederick Weaver, founder 
of the chapel. A massive 

grave slab protects the 
graves of the family of 
Charles Peter Liljeblad, a 
swede who established the 
Liljeblad ranch in 1874, 
while a marble obelisk 
marks the grave of August 
Wilhelm, an immigrant 
from Germany. The grave 
of Byrom Coward, a veter-
an who participated in the 
invasion of Japan, is one 
of many WWII veterans’ 
graves. Additionally, there 
are civil war and WWI vet-
erans buried here. A few 
fieldstone remnants mark-
ing unidentified graves re-
main.

 In 1967, Mrs. Ethel 
Coward Wilhelm began a 
project to preserve and 
improve the cemetery. The 
weaver chapel cemetery 
association, reactivated 
that year, operates today, 
and maintains the proper-
ty. The cemetery tells the 
story of a brave generation 
of displaced citizens, de-
termined to rebuild their 
lives in an uncertain land. 
(2011) 

Location: From U.S. 
Highway 84 and BUS 36 
go 10.3 miles north on 
Highway 36. Turn left on 
CR 108 and go south two 
miles, turn right on CR 
108 in Gatesville.

SPOTLIGHT

Coryell County Historical Marker

PHOTO COURTEOF FINDAGRAVE

Weaver Chapel Cemetery

Weaver Chapel 
Cemetery
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FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

254-499-0054

We Service All Brands 

Installation • Refrigeration 

Residential & Commercial

Darrel Schuman, Owner

www.schumansair.com                                     
TACLA27524C

In case you 
didn’t know...
We’ve Moved!

NeNew location: w location: 
104 Petsick Lane104 Petsick Lane
Gatesville, TexasGatesville, Texas

bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For 
Appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Drew Meeks Paige, his 
daughter, published a book 
in 2018 taken from her fa-
ther’s journal about his trip 
to England to buy a sail-
boat. I recently read it and 
I couldn’t put it down. The 
title is Odyssey of a Texas 
Sailor by Drew Meeks Paige 
with John H. Clark. It is for 
sale in the Coryell Museum 
Gift Shop. 

Dean Meeks was an excel-
lent storyteller and kept a 

journal in Big Chief tablets 
and spiral notebooks dur-
ing his sailboat voyage.  He 
managed to return with his 
journal, even after many 
harrowing adventures on 
his sailboat. 

Dean Meeks was an adven-
turous person and below is 
one story from his sailboat 
the “Swan” near England. He 
sailed alone. 

“When the weather is fair 
as it is today, the cliffs along 

the southeastern coast of 
England are startlingly beau-
tiful. Dark water, bright sky, 
gleaming white cliffs capped 
with a carpet of emerald, 
green grass gives a feeling 
of freshness, as though the 
world was newly created, 
and you were breathing air 
never before inhaled by liv-
ing beings. Here beneath the 
white cliffs of Folkstone and 
Dover, I began to learn about 
anchors and anchorages. On 
our small lake back home 
(likely Lake Belton), you sim-
ply drop anchor over the 
side anywhere you please, 
with very little regard for 
conditions on the bottom. 
Here I had anchored in a 
small niche whose bottom 
was strewn with large slabs 
of shale rock and boulders. 
The anchor held firmly dur-
ing the long restless night 
and just as firmly when I 
tried to bring it back aboard 
the next morning. 

I gave my best effort to 
get the anchor up using my 
back and leg muscles, but 
it was several days before 
I could straighten up with-
out the feeling that some-

one was probing around my 
backbone with an ice pick. I 
was forced to use my head 
and soon came up with the 
means of dislodging my 
reluctant anchor from its 
rocky hold.  

Catching the bow at its 
lowest point between swells, 
I threw a couple of half-
hitches of anchor chain 
around a cleat and made 
it fast. I felt sure that the 
weight of the boat rising 
with the next swell would 
furnish the pull and jerk 
needed to set us free to con-
tinue the voyage. 

Disappointment and fore-
boding began to set in, as 
swell after swell failed to 
yield any results. While mut-
tering to myself and groping 
about in my almost empty 
bag of tricks, I noticed a 
very large swell moving to-
ward the Swan from the 
east. I jumped atop the cab-
in and held on to the mast 
as the bow and foredeck 
were pulled beneath the 
green flood. With a grind-
ing wrench and shutter, the 
Swan broke free and bobbed 
to the surface, sloughing 

water off her decks, and 
gasping for air, free at last.”

Dean Meeks was brave and 
a good thinker under pres-
sure and this next story also 
proves this. 

Drew Meeks Paige tells 
the story of an airplane trip. 
Drew’s sister Andrea flew 
with her dad from Gatesville 
out to Terlingua in the air-
plane for some excitement. 
They ran into a storm and 
had to land, and they also 
filled up with gas. When 
they took off Andrea told 
her father that something 
was pouring out of the wing. 
She was a grown woman so 
without landing he told her 
to open her door and put 
her finger in the hole that 
was leaking gas. They land-
ed and Dean got out, took a 
stick and a rag and plugged 
the hole and they took off 
again!

Drew also tells that when 
they were kids, they took 
trips to the Royal Gorge in 
New Mexico and her father 
would take their huge sta-
tion wagon down dirt roads, 
winding tracks, and across 
bridges that cars should not 

be on. He would go down 
hairpin turns down rocky 
dirt roads in the gorge and 
the front of the car would 
hang over the edges at each 
turn to get to the bottom of 
the gorge. He would take 
a different way down the 
canyon on a good road to 
get out.  He did not seem to 
have any fear, yet they did 
not get killed.

Coryell Museum and His-
torical Center is open 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday 
thru Saturday. We have 
an unusual gift shop with 
books by Coryell citizens, 
such as Drew Meeks Paige, 
on many different subjects. 

Come by and visit with us, 
tour the museum, reserve 
the historic Gilbreath Room 
or Coryell Room for your 
special occasion. To reserve 
one of our rooms or sched-
ule a guided tour call 865-
5007.  

We recently had the entire 
2nd Grade class come see 
the museum, two classes 
at a time. We enjoyed them 
and they seemed delight-
fully interested in the 50 ex-
hibits we had to show them.

Staff Reports

The Evant Water Depart-
ment has announced a Wa-
ter Conservation notice. The 
notice went into effect on 
Monday, July 24 as stage 
one of water conservation. 
Which means, alternate day 
usage of water for outdoor 
purposes such as lawns, gar-
dens, car washing, etc.

This will occur on odd days 
only including each Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. This 
is subject to change at any 
given moment.

The allowed timing is be-
tween 8 p.m. and 12 a.m. 
and will be in effect for 45 
days.

For further information 
contact 254-471-3135.

DAVID SCOTT   | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville Country Music Hall of Fame recently welcomed the regional Bluegrass band “Pocket Change” to the stage at the Gates-
ville City Auditorium.  The band continues its long tradition of touring Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Missouri providing good, tra-
ditional down-home music to appreciative audiences. In addition to Bluegrass music, the band plays Southern gospel and old-time 
country. The Gatesville Country Music Hall of Fame continues its series of free concerts on the third Friday of each month. Show times 
are from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m.

“POCKET CHANGE” PERFORMS AT CITY AUDITORIUMEvant Water Department                              
announces water       
conservation notice

CORYELL MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL CENTER

Dean Meeks and Drew Meeks Paige, part 2

BY JANN DWORSKY

Coryell Museum Volunteer/
Contributing Writer

D
ean Meeks lived on Levita Road in 

Gatesville, Texas and he was a husband, 

father, dairyman, cattle rancher, foot-

ball player, paratrooper, pilot, storytell-

er, writer, and sailor. He took a small sailboat from 

England to Africa and journaled his trip. 

SUDOKU
Solution for the  
puzzle that ran July 22.
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Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, July 22, 2023 
Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 265-315 
300-400 lb. 265-315 
400-500 lb. 245-290
500-600 lb. 230-255
600-700 lb. 220-245
700-800 lb. 195-225

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 250-310
300-400 lb. 250-290    
400-500 lb. 225-265
500-600 lb. 210-245
600-700 lb. 195-220
700-800 lb. 180-205

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 100-114
Low Yielding 85-95     
Fats 95-105
Thin & Shelly 65-80

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 105-132

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1850-2350
Young Fair 1450-1850
Aged Pairs Split & weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 1000-1950

Number of Head 795

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 7/25/23).......

$1957.10
SILVER (XAG/USD 7/25/23)..........

$24.57

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY 

AT NOON

3199 Hwy. 6, Clifton, Texas

254-675-7717

HAULING AVAILABLE ANY DAY: 

JARED HUNT 254 223 2486

7-26-23 SALE

Weigh  Bulls 112-127
Weigh Cows 85-108

Cow Calf Pairs  1250-1700
Bred Cows 975-1575
Replacement Bulls  No Test

#1 Type Steers
200-300 lb. 250-302.5
301-400 lb.             230-300
401-500 lb. 215-267
501-600 lb. 205-257
601-700 lb. 200-245

#1 Type Heifers
200-300 lb. 230-290
301-400 lb. 230-290
401-500 lb. 220-255    
501-600 lb. 205-249
600-700 lb. 205-220

ANDY’S SALE BARN CAFE

WEDNESDAYS @ 11 AM – BUFFET • BURGERS • SANDWICHES

At THE CREATIVE EVI-
DENCE MUSEUM in Glen 
Rose, I held a piece of wood 
that could have come from 
Noah’s ark.

“We cannot say for sure 
that it came from Noah’s 
ark,” says Dr. Carl Baugh, 
museum director. “How-
ever, it is saturated within 
and without with a residue 
pitch just like the biblical 
records state.”

Dr. Baugh has been to 
Mount Ararat in Turkey, 
believed to be the place 
where remains of Noah’s 
ark have been found. 

“I’ve climbed Mount Ara-
rat several times. In 1990 
we performed eleven sepa-
rate helicopter expeditions 
around Mount Ararat. As 
we flew over the mountain, 

I personally saw a huge 
beam of laminated wood 
sticking diagonally out of 
the ice and snow. “

The museum has giant 
photos of the expeditions. 
The Bible says God in-
structed Noah to build the 
ark of gopher wood.

“In Hebrew the word go-
pher means to house in. It’s 
an engineering technique. 
So, I was able to get a pat-
ent on building a marine 
vessel using Noah’s ark as 
the example.”

The museum has a repli-
ca of Noah’s ark. It is beau-
tiful and looks like a large 
piece of art. Tiny animals 
and birds, insects and rep-
tiles of several species are 
in different compartments 
along with feed and water 

for them.
“It took 40 years of re-

search to be able to design 
this twenty-five-foot rep-
lica of Noah’s ark.  It’s one-
twentieth scale. Now I’m 
not good with my hands. 
So, I hired three master 
craftsmen. I oversaw the 
project, and we built it 
together. If we have the 
dimensions correctly in-
terpreted the ark was 510 
feet long, 86 feet wide, 52 
feet high. It took roughly a 
century to build. The flood 
was 4,500 years ago, 2500 
BC.”

The museum has all 
kinds of things to see, in-
cluding dinosaur tracks 
and human footprints, 
both made at the same 
time period, says Dr. 
Baugh. Glen Rose has long 
been famous for dinosaur 
tracks found in the Paluxy 
riverbed. Dinosaur Valley 
State Park is nearby. 

The museum has the 
9-feet clay model of Tom 
Landry, created by art-
ist Robert Summers, who 
lives in Glen Rose. Visitors 
also get to see the actual 
dinosaur model used in 
the second Jurassic World 
movie. International col-
leges send their freshmen 
classes to the museum to 
do research. People from 
all over the world visit the 
museum.

“There’s a lot to see 
here,” says Dr. Baugh.

The group learned about 
agriculture practices at 
Hopson Farms, CB Feedlot, 
M.J. Hanna Ranch, and Co-
ryell Feed in our county. 
This will become an annual 
event for our 4H members 
each summer.

Reed, Katelyn, and Riley 
Griffith of Montgomery 
along with Robert and Car-
olyn Blakley had lunch in 
Gatesville Friday. 

Brenda Helms and Caro-
lyn Blakley went shopping 
in Waco Saturday.

Gaylene Smith, Ellen Ann 
Gummelt, and Sue Jones 
went Friday to see Dewayne 
and Freddie Gail Williams in 
Mansfield.

Avelia Flores Hernandez, 
Amelia Flores of McAllen 
and Johnny Flores and fam-
ily of Mission visited Mon-
day with Sue Jones.

Weekend visitors of Frank 
and Susie Hopson were 
Summer, Lillian, and Max 
McClellan of Fort Worth and 

McKenzie David of Roanoke 
also visited a few days last 
week.

The children of Mound 
Cowboy Church and White 
Mound Baptist Church 
spoke about their camp and 
what they learned from the 
guest speaker who spoke to 
the children at Kidz Kamp 
at Latham Springs in Aq-
uilla. This happened during 
the worship service at White 
Mound Baptist Church on 
Sunday, July 23.

Sue Jones, Debbie Max-
well, and Nancy Wright took 
Barbara Hopson to Weight 
Watchers Thursday morn-
ing in Georgetown, and they 
met her new Weight Watch-
ers coach and leader, Julie 
Faircloth. While there they 
went to lunch and shopped.

Mrs. Eric (Liz) McCorkle 
and Kelli Casey have re-
turned home after a week’s 
trip to Bradenton, FL. to 
visit Lara McCorkle. While 
there they went to several 

beaches and went riding in 
a kayaking boat.

Margaret Hopson and 
her granddaughter, Danijo 
Wood, have returned home 
after a week-long trip to 
Orlando, FL. to visit with 
Lizzi and Graham Howell. 
They all enjoyed going to 
beaches and shopping.

Doris Hoff of Gates-
ville visited with Martha 
Lawhorn one day during 
the week.

Delecia Reynolds visited 
Tuesday afternoon with 
Barbara Hopson.

Several people from 
Mound attended the 125th 
anniversary of the Cory-
ell County Courthouse in 
Gatesville and all the fes-
tivities on the south lawn of 
the courthouse Saturday af-
ternoon. The festivities in-
cluded speakers, live music, 
and old-fashioned games 
for adults and children.

Those who have birthdays 
this month include Annalee 
Terrell, Debbie Mettlach, 
Trey Kleshick, Kathy Reese, 
Clancy Jones, Kyanne Jones, 
Sonia Davidson, Brenda 
Heiner, Summer McClellan, 
Debbie Piller, Cindy Gowen, 
Anna Jaworski, Brandon 
Belt, Jennifer Doss, Bobby 
Carothers, Becky Moore, 
Anna McPherson, Brittani 
Shepherd, Cory Evetts, Jeb 
Dixon, Hal Davidson, Gwen 
Watson, Josh Evetts and 
Blayne Crum.

Barbara’s Notes:  Happy 
Birthday to Gwen Watson.

Staff Reports

Central Texas Roots will 
hold its monthly meeting 
on Saturday, August 12 
from 11 a.m. to noon. The 
meeting will be held at Junc-
tion on Route 36 located at 
1216 TX-36 N. in Gatesville. 
There will be plant swaps, 
seed swaps, light refresh-
ments, and a door prize.

The meeting will consist 
of a two-minute tutorial re-
garding easy plant identifi-

cation, a local educational 
speaker with hands on ex-
perience, a drawing for a 
door prize, and a preorder 
signup for t-shirts.

Central Texas Roots 
meets on the second Satur-
day of each month. Meet-
ings have included educa-
tional speakers, Dutch treat 
meals, sharing of seeds and 
plant ideas, door prizes, re-
freshments, and conversa-
tion.

Each meeting is free for 
the public to attend, and 
everyone is encouraged to 
bring family and friends 
who have a passion for gar-
dening.

Be sure to join the Central 
Texas Roots Facebook page 
for updates and informa-
tion on future meetings and 
events.

For more information 
contact Celia Schultz-Sell-
ers at 254-206-6355.

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Police 
Department is partnering 
with Studebakers Pizza on 
Wednesday, August 2 for a 
free ice cream event. The 
event will be held from 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m. at Studebak-

ers Pizza.
The event will be open 

for the public to enjoy. All 
children will receive free ice 
cream, a kiddo identifica-
tion card, and a chance to 
conversate with our local 
police officers.

Studebakers Pizza is lo-
cated at 2701 E. Main Street 
in Gatesville. For more in-
formation on the event 
contact the Gatesville Police 
Department at 254-865-
2226.

DANCE FUNDRAISER

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Members of the Dynamic Dance Company were recently on the square to raise money for future 
dance competitions. The girls were selling cookies, treats, lemonade, and homemade arts and crafts 
to those passing by their stand. Pictured left to right is Kenley Phipps, Tiffany Phipps, and Kyndall 
Phipps.

Cone with a cop to be held Aug. 2

Central Texas Roots to meet Aug. 12

MOUND NEWS

Mound children spoke about 
summer camp

BY BARBARA HOPSON

Mound News Correspondent

M
iss Allie McPherson attended the 4H 

Youth Ag Tour along with 16 other 4H 

members. The tour included stops in 

Coryell, McLennan, and Bosque coun-

ties. 

Glen Rose has a replica of 
Noah’s Ark

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

I
’ve been interested in Noah’s ark for a long 

time. Years ago, I did a report for NBC 

Radio on Fernan Navarre of France, who 

launched one of the first serious research 

excursions to search for the ark. I once directed 

a speech choir presentation on Noah, the flood, 

the animals, the ark, and the rainbow. 

Subscribe to The Gatesville Messenger:
visit www.gatesvillemessenger.com

The BCMGA and Teinert 
Memorial Public Library 
Presents “Drip Irrigation”. 
The seminar will be on Sat-
urday, July 29, from 10 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. at the Teinert Me-
morial Public Library located 
at 337 N. Dalton St., Bartlett. 
Certified Master Gardener, 
Dave Slaughter will discuss 
the history of drip irrigation 
and explain how it provides 
a more uniform and efficient 
application of water distri-
bution. He will address the 
components of the system, 
advantages, and disadvan-
tages, as well as the com-
parison of drip irrigation vs 
sprinkler.  

Class Limit: 20
No registration required
The group has partnered 

with Carter Blood Care to 
host a Blood Drive August 
12, from 8 a.m. to noon at 
the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Office in Belton.

Drip irrigation 
on agenda for 
Bell County 
Gardeners 
meeting
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Central Texas Landscaping 
& Services, LLC: Mowing, 
Landscaping, Brush Clearing, 
Trash Clean Up, Pipe Fence 
Painting (Ospho), Road Instal-
lation. John Capella, 254-216-
3684. Licensed & Insured. 
00029588

 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES:

Tree Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, Moving Services. 

254-239-8842
John 3:16

Like us on Facebook
00030206

GOT JUNK? Call for free 
estimates! Mondo’s Junk Re-
moval & Dumpster Rentals 
254-223-2279 00030239

 

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030201

 

Weekly Feature Tues., 08/01 
- Sat., 08/05: SCHOOL SUP-
PLIES! The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main. Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-
5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-
3p.m. 00030259

CLEAN OUT SALE! 411 
Valley View Drive from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sat., 07/29. 
Military items, assorted sports 
equipment, and lots of miscel-
laneous! 00030276

HOUSE FOR SALE: 205 
West James St. Hamilton, TX. 
2BD/1BA: New roof & paint 
inside & out, new kitchen 
cabinets. Call or text: 254-
223-2177. 00030244

 

NOTICE OF BID

Evant I.S.D. is currently ac-
cepting sealed bids for the tear 
down and replacement of the 
main entrance at the school, 
and the inclusion of an en-
closed foyer off the existing 
front doors of the building. 
All services to complete the 
work will be provided by the 
contractor. 
Please contact Superinten-
dent, Dr. Jennifer Ingram 
(254-471-5536 or jingram@
evantisd.org) for an appoint-
ment before submitting a bid 
to review specifications. 
To submit a bid, please send 
it to:
Evant ISD
339 Memory Lane
Evant, TX 76525 
or hand-deliver it to the Evant 
ISD superintendent’s office 
at 339 Memory Lane, Evant, 
TX. 

For additional information, 
you may contact Dr. Ingram 
at 254-471-5536.

The deadline to turn in a bid 
is 10:00 a.m. on August 28, 
2023. Proposals will be re-
viewed at the August 28 spe-
cial school board meeting at 
339 Memory Lane, Evant. 
The trustees of the school re-
serve the right to reject any 
and all proposals and to accept 
any proposals deemed most 
advantageous to Evant I.S.D., 
as well as negotiate with suc-
cessful bidders as deemed ad-
visable. 00030251 

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW
HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• MDS Coordinator – FT

• Occupational Therapist – PRN

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

   with on-the-job training!

  

NOW
HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN
Home Health:
• RN – FT
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   

Copperas Cove, and Hamilton
Infection Prevention:
•

Infection Control & Epidemiology
Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT 

– FT 
• Referral Clerk – FT  
• LVN, RN, or CMA – General Surgery 

Clinic
• RN or LVN Cardiology Clinic 
• CMA Pain Management
Culinary: 
• Chef - Cook Assistant – FT
• Executive Chef
EMS:

*$8,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• EMT – PRN
Emergency Department:
• RN – PRN all shifts  

Housekeeping: 
• Housekeeper – FT
LAB:
• MLT – PRN
Med/ Surg:
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts
• RN or LVN – FT Nightshift

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
Radiology:

 – PRN; TDH   

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
Dialysis Center:  

• RN Charge Nurse – FT Mon,   

• Home Dialysis RN
Surgery:
• Operating Room Scrub Technician 

– FT
• Surgery Housekeeper – FT

Technician – FT
• Circulating RN
• PACU RN - FT

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Roads • Tanks • Driveways, 

Septic Systems • Land Clearing

Building Pads • Trenching

254-432-1705

CELL 254-216-2938

NOLTE’S CONSTRUCTION

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

HUGE ESTATE SALE

420 Beadle Street, King, TX

Friday-Sunday

July 28, 29 & 30 • 9am - 3pm

Collector BMW 1974 & BMW 1976, Antique Golden 

Jubilee tractor, Farmall tractor, Riding lawn mower, 

Boat, Jacuzzi tub, Antiques, Lots of household items, 

Gardening tools, too much to list.

Everything must go!!! 

Sale Conducted by Gatesville Pickers
See photos on Facebook. Credit cards accepted.

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential. Free Estimates! 
254-466-5128
00030199

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00030200

HUNT FENCING:
Farm & Ranch Fence, Resi-
dential, Corrals, Automatic 
Solar Gates, Custom En-
tryways & Gates, Welding 
Projects. John Hunt, Own-
er, (254)248-2613 00030202

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00030204

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835.
00030205

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service, small or 
large acreage.
Call 254-223-3119. 00030208

037

Help Wanted

015

Farm & Ranch

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, pits, demolition, fence row clear-
ing, culverts. Small jobs ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-4707 or 
254-865-5754. 00030203

015

Farm & Ranch
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Miscellaneous
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Help Wanted
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Services

045

Services

060

Garage Sale

072

Houses for Sale

The Gatesville Messenger has an opening for 
a reporter. Responsibilities include a variety of news 
ranging from community events, local schools, city 
and county government. A successful candidate should 
have strong writing skills, be committed to accurate, 
ethical journalism and be able to work as a team 
member. Experience preferred but will train the right 
applicant. Salary is commensurate with experience. The 
Gatesville Messenger does offer a strong benefits package 
to include paid time off, 401K, medical insurance and 

other benefits. Submit a writing sample and resume 
to sam@hcnews.com. No phone calls please.

!Extra
Extra
JOB OPPORTUNITY

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

060

Garage Sale

Furnished bedroom and pri-
vate bathroom for rent in 
Oglesby. All appliances and 
utilities included. Storm shel-
ter & Barbecue grill. Indoor/
outdoor dogs okay. Back-
ground checks required.254-
931-2523. 00030275
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Public Notices

074

Houses for Rent

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to 

the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise “any 

preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, 

religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or 

an intention, to make any such preference, limitation or dis-

crimination.” Familial status includes children under the age 

of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women 

and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising 

for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 

hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 

are available on an equal opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free 

telephone number for the hearing impaired is 

1-800-927-9275.

Application has been made 
with The Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
Mixed Beverage Permit & 
Food and Beverage Certifi-
cate by
Antonio Mendez dba 
La Hacienda Mexican Grill 
& Cantina #3
to be located at 2320 South 
Hwy 36,Gatesville,
Coryell Co., Texas.
00030266



 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Coryell County Com-
missioners Court will hold 
a public hearing on  August 
8, 2023 at Commission-
ers Courtroom,800 E. Main 
Street, Gatesville TX 76528 
at 9:00 a.m. to receive com-
ments for or against a request 
by Micah Pilkey (LFG Inves-
tors, LLC) for a revision of 
KINGSTON’S ESTATES, 
PHASE II, Lot Numbers 3 & 
5 in Block 1.
The subject site is located at 
725 and 805 Barton Lane, 
Gatesville, TX. 
The subject site is an 8.02-acre 
tract being in KINGSTON’S 
ESTATES, PHASE II, Lot 
Numbers 3 & 5 in Block 1, 
as recorded in Slide 1104 of 
the Coryell County Clerk Re-
cords.
Additional information and 
a map of the subject site are 
available upon request for re-
view.  You may contact Jus-
tin Mannix At The Coryell 
County Road and Bridge De-
partment. 00030255

 

EVANT WATER DEPART-
MENT
WATER CONSERVATION 
NOTICE
STAGE 1 — MANDATORY
Starting Monday, July 24, 
2023 Stage 1 of water con-
servation will go into effect. 
Which means, alternate day 
usage of water for outdoor 
purposes such as lawns, gar-
dens, car washing, etc. Odd 
days only (Monday, Wednes-
day, and Fridays).
This is subject to change at 
any given moment.
Allowed timing is between 
8:00pm-12:00am.
This will be in effect for 45 
days.
Thank you for your coopera-
tion.
EVANT WATER DEPART-
MENT 00030268  

NOTICE TO ALL PER-
SONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST THE ESTATE OF 
LINDA KAY WALTER, DE-
CEASED

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamen-
tary for the Estate of Linda 
Kay Walter, Deceased, were 
issued on July 18, 2023, in 
Cause No. 23-10852, pend-
ing in the Country Court of 
Coryell County, Texas, to: 
CHARLES WALTER

Claims may be presented in 
care of the Independent Exec-
utor for the Estate addressed 
as follows:

Estate of Linda K. Walter, 
Deceased
c/o Pakis, Giotes, Burleson, & 
Deaconson, P.C.
Post Office Box 58
Waco, Texas 76703-0058

All persons having claims 
against this Estate, which is 
currently being administered, 
are required to present them 
within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

DATED the 18th day of July, 
2023.

PAKIS, GIOTES, BURLE-
SON, & DEACONSON, P.C.
Post Office Box 58
Waco, Texas 76703-0058
(254) 297-7300
(254) 297-7301 (FAX)

By: C. SCOTT OMO
Attorneys for the Executor 
00030274 

 

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

3 Br, 2 Ba Home, 601 Rolling Hills Rd., Gatesville, TX. Fireplace, large master 
bedroom with updated shower, kitchen & dining open to living room. $239,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated Subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
Good tree cover, good views, $115,000

10.01 acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

Ranch Subdivision. Rolling terrain, good tree cover. $150,000

10.01 acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

-

covered parking spaces, good tree cover, rolling terrain, storage building, excellent 

rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000
-

dido, rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.

terrain, good views. $295,000

tree cover, approx. 25 acres farmland, 2 stock tanks, & good fences. $449,000

sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

58.51 acres, 3 Br, 2 Ba frame home, 6630 FM 183, Evant, TX, water well, several 
outbuildings, rolling terrain, scattered tree cover & 2 stock tanks. $585,000

60.23 acres, CR 238 near Turnersville, TX. 1 stock tank, good fences, scattered 
tree cover, rolling terrain. $421,610

68.9 acres, 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, TX. Approx. 2900 ft of Leon 
-

place, granite countertops, breakfast bar, garden tub, metal building approx. 45 ft x 
24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank ,approx. 48 acres of 
coastal. $1,249,500

tree cover, native grasses, 1 stock tank, fenced on 3 sides. $560,524

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 

stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

container, storage building with water storage tank, barn, cattle pens, water well 560 
ft deep, rolling terrain, good tree cover and paved road frontage. $1,568,901
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Request for Proposal (RFP) 
for Administration Profes-
sional Services - Cover Letter

July 25, 2023

Re: Texas General Land Of-
fice (“GLO”) Regional Miti-
gation Program Council of 
Governments Method of Dis-
tribution (COG-MOD)

Dear Service Providers:

Attached is a copy of Coryell 
County’s Request for Propos-
als (“RFP”) for professional 
administration services. 
These services are being so-
licited to assist the County 
in its application(s) for and 
implementation of one or 
more contracts, if awarded, 
from the GLO’s COG-MOD 
program(s). The County is 
applying for such funding for 
hazard mitigation panning, 
construction, engineering, and 
grant administrative activities 
as indicated in the attached 
Scope of Work.

Service providers may submit 
proposals for any or all ac-
tivities listed in the attached 
Scope of Work. Multiple con-
tracts may be awarded as a 
result of his solicitation. The 
County will, in its sole discre-
tion, determine the number of 
contracts awarded, and may 
decide not to award any con-
tracts.

The submission requirements 
for his proposal are included 
in the attached RFP. Please 
submit a proposal of services 
and statement of qualifica-
tions to:

Coryell County Purchaser
Anne Mayberry
800 E. Main St., Suite A
Gatesville, Texas 76528
county.purchaser@coryell-
countytx.gov

The RFP document, RFP up-
dates, and additional RFP 
information or amendments 
will be posted on the Coryell 
County website and may be 
retrieved by clicking on ‘Co-
ryell County COG-MOD GA 
Services’ at https://www.co-
ryellcounty.org/page/coryell.
Bids.RFQ. If you are having 
trouble obtaining this RFP, 
please request a copy via 
email from Anne Mayberry 
at county.purchaser@coryell-
countytx.gov.

The deadline for submission 
of proposals is August 14, 
2023, at 4:00 p.m. It is the re-
sponsibility of the submitting 
entity to ensure that the pro-
posal is received in a timely 
manner. Proposals received 
after the deadline will not be 
considered for award, regard-
less of whether or not the de-
lay was outside the control of 
the submitting provider. Co-
ryell County reserves the right 
to negotiate with any and all 
service providers submitting 
timely proposals.

Coryell County is an Affir-
mative Action/Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. Section 3 
Residents, Minority Business 
Enterprises, Small Business 
Enterprises, Women Business 
Enterprises, and Labor Sur-
plus Area firms are encour-
aged to submit proposals. 
00030277
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NOTICE OF BID FOR 
ERECTION OF METAL 
SECURITY FENCE

The Board of Trustees of 
the Jonesboro Independent 
School District (“JISD”) 
hereby serves notice that it 
will accept sealed bids FOR 
ERECTION OF A METAL 
PRIVACY FENCE with the 
following specifications:

Distance: Approximately 
5000 Linear Feet
Height: 6 Feet Tall
Specifics:
Black R Panel
2 3/8” pipe Every 10 Feet 
- Driven or Set 3 Feet in the 
ground
Kicker Every 100 Feet
Three (3) -  4 Inch Pearlings 
- Spaced Accordingly
Gold J Trim on Top and Bot-
tom
This would include 4 gates 
(16 ft opening - 2 x 8 ft) that 
will be locked from inside.

Bids will be opened on Au-
gust 15, 2023 at 7:00 PM in 
Board Meeting

Interested parties with ques-
tions concerning specifica-
tions of the building that may 
not be listed or need further 
explanation, may contact Mr. 
Matt Dossey, Superintendent 
of Schools, at the address be-
low, by phone, or at matt.dos-
sey@jonesboroisd.net. JISD 
reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids and to waive any 
informality in bids received.  
Bids received after the dead-
line or faxed and/or electronic 
bids will not be considered.

Sealed bids will be received 
until:  August 15, 2023 at 
12:00 PM.

Address:  
Jonesboro Independent School 
District
Attn:  Mr. Matt Dossey
Superintendent of Schools
P.O. Box 125
Mailing:  14909 E. State Hwy. 
36
Jonesboro, Texas 76538-0125
Phone: 254-463-2111
FAX: 254-463-2275 
00030252

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Dianne Lois 
Chitwood, Deceased, were 
issued on July 21, 2023, in 
Cause No. 23-10832, pending 
in the County Court-at-Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Pamela Hays.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within  the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr., Attor-
ney at Law
109 S. 7th Street, Gatesville, 
Texas 76528
DATED the 25th day of July, 
2023.
Allen D. Place, Jr., Attorney 
for Pamela Hays
State Bar No.: 16058500
109 S. 7th Street, Gatesville, 
Texas 76528; Telephone: 
(254) 865-8475; Facsimile: 
(254) 865-5274; E-mail: al-
lenplacejr@aol.com 
00030273

Public Notice

Public notice is hereby given 
that the owner of Lot 47, In-
dian Creek Ranch, a subdivi-
sion approximately 5.4 miles 
west of South Purmela on 
CR 159 intends to divide the 
7.02 acre tract into one 2.07 
lot and a 4.95 acre lot. This 
action requires a re-plat with 
Coryell County. Publication 
of this notice will be 3 times 
in the Gatesville Messenger, 
with a target Commissioners 
Court date of August 8, 2023. 
Respondents may reply to 
the Coryell County Road and 
Bridge Department, Mr. Justin 
Mannix with any comments. 
Comments also are allowed at 
the Commissioners Court.
00030254

NOTICE TO ALL PER-
SONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST THE
ESTATE OF BOBBY A. 
GOODWIN, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters of Testamen-
tary for the Estate of BOBBY 
A. GOODWIN, DECEASED, 
were issued on July 17, 2023, 
in Cause No. 23-10847 pend-
ing in the County Court of 
Coryell County, Texas, to:

TIMOTHY A. GOODWIN

Claims may be presented in 
care of the attorney for the Es-
tate addressed as follows:
c/o Robert D. Cox
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 307
Temple, Texas 76503

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

Dated this 24th day of July, 
2023
ROBERT D. COX
ATTORNEY FOR THE ES-
TATE
State Bar Card No. 04956050
P.O. Box 307
Temple, Texas 76503
(254) 778-6761
(254) 778-6194 Fax 
00030269
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby being given that the owner of Lot 17, 
West Moody Farms, a Subdivision in the Whitson Community, 
being on Farm to Market Road No. 107 approximately 1 mile 
East of Mother Neff Parkway, intends to sell an existing house 
on 1.47-Acres out of the original 25.97-Acre tract.  This action 
requires a re-plat with Coryell County.  Publication of this no-
tice will be 3 times in the Gatesville Messenger, with a target 
Commissioners Court date of August 8, 2023.  Respondents 
may reply to the Coryell County Road and Bridge Department, 
Mr. Justin Mannix with any comments.  Comments also are 
allowed at the Commissioners Court.
00030253
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary of the 
Estate of Michael George Stevens, deceased, were issued on 
July 21, 2023, in Cause No. 23-10808, pending in the County 
Court-at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: Johnna Najera. All 
persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: Johnna Najera
119 Peruna Drive
Marble falls, Texas 78654
DATED the 25th day of July, 2023.
Allen D. Place, Jr., Attorney for Johnna Najera
State Bar No.: 16058500
109 S. 7th Street, Gatesville, Texas 76528
Telephone: (254) 865-8475  Facsimile: (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.com 00030272
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The

DISPATCH

The following is a break-
down of activity reported 
through dispatchers during 
the period of July 19 – July 
25.  While there were many 
calls to the dispatcher, this is 
a partial list of more signifi-
cant activity. People are re-
minded that only emergency 
calls should be made to 9-1-
1, while all other calls to the 
police department should be 
made to 865-2226 or to the 
Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
July 21

1:17 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1600 
block of Waco Street.

1:41 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 1700 block of 
Mary Street.

8:55 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1200 
block of Waco Street.
July 22

7:52 a.m., an assault was 
reported in the 400 block of 
S. 8th Street.

8: 20 p.m., a fight was re-
ported in the 4200 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

10:39 p.m., reckless con-
duct was reported in the 
200 block of S. Lovers Lane.
July 23

12:00 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 
block of Old Osage Road.

1:00 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1600 block of 
Waco Street.

11:14 p.m., a hazmat spill 
was reported in the 2300 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

July 24

7:47 a.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
100 block of Pueblo Lane.

8:24 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 3400 block 
of Empress Drive.

12:41 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
1200 block of Baldridge 
Drive.
July 25

4:36 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 4600 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

9:46 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
2200 block of Waco Street.

10:54 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 2300 block 
of Business Hwy. 36.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
July 21

3:27 a.m., a suspicious 
vehicle was reported on 
FM 1829 at the Leon River 
Bridge.

5:45 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported on CR 
324.

7:22 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported on S. State 
Hwy. 36 near FM 931.
July 22

1:50 a.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 400 block of 
CR 339.

11:22 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1000 block of 
Bluestem Drive.

5:57 p.m., a missing child 
was reported in the 2800 
block of FM 107.
July 23

9:04 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
10000 block of S. Hwy. 36.

12:50 p.m., a minor ac-
cident was reported in the 
3500 block of FM 217.

11:43 p.m., a stolen vehi-
cle was reported in the 700 
block of Golf Course Road.
July 24

4:08 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
2412 at Plum Creek.

7:50 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in 
the 100 block of Pueblo.

7:54 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
400 block of CR 127.
July 25

8:28 a.m., a stolen gun 
was recovered in the 200 
block of S. 3rd Street.

12:27 p.m., a theft was 
reported 2700 block of Mul-
berry Drive.

1:24 p.m., a stolen vehicle 
was recovered in the 100 
block of Cleveland Street.

6:55 p.m., a runaway was 
reported in the 300 block of 
FM 116.
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Coryell County Courthouse 125 Year Celebration
PHOTOS BY DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Those attending the courthouse anniversary celebration were treated to a cake decorated with photos 
of the courthouse.

Bailey Dickie and her father, Mike Dickie, entertained the crowds with their music.

Felicia Inman gave the opening prayer.

The color guard presented the U.S. flag and the Texas flag during the opening of the ceremony.

Dr. Steve Norris (right) led those attending in singing Texas Our Texas. Coryell County Historical Commis-
sion chairman Danny Corbett is pictured standing on the left.

Will Coward Alicia Schaaf
Gatesville Banking

Center President
Assistant Vice President

The First National Bank of Central

Texas is thrilled to introduce the

team at our new Gatesville Banking

Center. Will and Alicia are hometown

bankers who are ready to help you.

fnbct.bank 

254.216.6042
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Coryell County Courthouse 125 Year Celebration

A number of those attending found refuge from the heat under some of the giant shade trees on the 
courthouse lawn.

In honor of the Scottish stone masons who helped construct the building, a bagpiper  marched around 
the courthouse square playing Scottish tunes.

Homemade cookies and other treats were served to the guests on the east lawn of the courthouse.

Tours of the restored district courtroom were given to those visiting inside the courthouse. Coryell County Judge Roger Miller, dressed in 1890’s attire,  and the chairman of the Coryell County His-
torical Commission, Danny Corbett, posed with the recently installed courthouse historical markers.

Members of the Coryell County Historical Commission gathered for a photo at the original historical 
marker and the two new markers that were recently installed.

Children at the event enjoyed a game of bowling on the west side of the courthouse grounds.

Children and adults, like Jana Dixon-Carpenter,  enjoyed playing a game of hopscotch while at the an-
niversary celebration.
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O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Give us a call for all 

your plumbing needs!RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

Young Hornets prepare for upcoming season

Tennis preview, B7
Cross Country 
Preview, B2

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville Independent School District athletic department hosted a football camp July 24-26 for students entering grades 7-9 . The event gave youth an opportunity to participate in a variety of drills.



SATURDAY, July 29, 2023   The Gatesville Messenger    B2
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Gatesville  •  Moody

Temple  •  Waco 

Dr. Lance Ellis, DO

CoryellHealth.org

Doctor You 
Can Trust!

ORTHOPEDIC 

CARE 

FROM A 

M E D I C A L   L O D G E

For more information, call 254-865-7575. 

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

Nurses
LVN or RN, 6am-6pm

CNA
6am-6pm or 6pm-6am

Certified Med Aide 
Full-time, 6am-6pm
Must be CNA certified

Dietary Cook
5:30am-1:30pm

Apply online at

HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

NURSING

MEDICATION

Physical Therapist
PRN

Physical Therapist 
Assistant

Full-time position

Occupational
Therapist

Full-time position

DIETARY

THERAPY

We offer a  supportive 
work environment and 

generous benefits

GHS cross country to feature new coach, returning talent
BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Gatesville Independent School 
District has announced Phillip 
Martin as the new Junior High 
School and High School cross 
country coach for the 2023-2024 
school year.

“Coryell County has always 
been home for me, and Gatesville 
has been the school I have always 
wanted to work for,” Martin said. 

He admires the great commu-
nity support each program has at 
Gatesville ISD.

Martin has been in the coaching 
profession for the past 16 years. 
Through that time, he has served 
many coaching duties as a foot-
ball, basketball, track, and cross-
country coach. As well as coaching 
for one semester at Tarleton State 
University.

Throughout Martin’s life, ath-
letics was always something he 
enjoyed, and he admitted how he 
had great coaches that were in-
strumental in his life. Entering the 
coaching profession allows him to 
give back to the students in the 
same way his previous coaches did 
for him.

“I have gotten to know several 
of my athletes this summer, they 
have really come to work hard, and 
I believe these athletes will accom-
plish great things,” Martin said.

Dedication and commitment are 
the two values Martin not only 
hopes to demonstrate as a coach 
but are also two qualities he looks 
for in his athletes.

The first official practice will be-
gin on Monday, July 31, and a ros-
ter will be completed soon after.

Martin declared that the first 
month of training and first couple 
of meets will be the toughest time 
for the runners as they get back 
into the routine after a summer 
break. This is a time to lean on 
team camaraderie and team build-
ing activities. 

As of right now, Martin has the 
team currently averaging about 
five miles a day to prepare for the 
season. His expectation through-
out the school year includes run-
ners to maintain a decent con-

ditioning level, to increase core 
strength, and to maintain good 
nutrition.

“My objectives are to set a good 
foundation for a long-lasting 
team,” Martin said.

Martin’s goals for both teams 
will be to win district and advance 
to the state cross country meet 
with medalists on the stand.

The students at Gatesville ISD 
work hard and dedicate them-
selves to the process of becoming 
champions. “If we dedicate our-
selves to a process whole-hearted-
ly and commit to seeing the pro-
cess through the end, success will 
be achieved,” Martin said.

Cross country is a sport where 
you can not only see long-term 
health benefits, but also a sport 
that has direct competitive results 
from your effort.

“The harder you work, the bet-
ter you do, I teach my athletes to 
dream big and work hard. As a 
coach, I must do the same,” Martin 
said.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Top photo: Jastin Muegge is one of GHS’ returning standouts.
Bottom photo: Coach Phillip Martin with his wife, Coach Shawna Martin

COURTESY PHOTO

Vania Martinez was one of Gatesville High School’s top runners in 2022-23, and 
will look to accompish even more in 2023-24.

“I teach my athletes to 

dream big and work hard. 

As a coach, I must do the 

same.”

PHILLIP MARTIN

GHS cross country coach
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Gatesville Independent 
School District is ready to 
begin another school year 
under the leadership of Dr. 
Barrett Pollard, Superinten-
dent.

“Last year was filled with 
many student successes in 
academics, fine arts, and 
athletics, so I’m very excited 
to see what our students 
accomplish this year,” Pol-
lard said. “We also have re-
ally talented new employees 
joining our staff, who will 
make the district even bet-
ter.”

CAMPUS
To get started in the en-

rollment process at Gates-
ville ISD, first report to the 
following campus that your 
student will attend and the 
registrar will assist you:

- Gatesville Primary School 
is pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten, located at 308 
Hornet Way.

- Gatesville Elementary 
School is first through third 
grade, located at 2537 East 
Main Street.

- Gatesville Intermediate 
School is fourth through 
sixth grade, located at 311 
Hornet Way.

- Gatesville Junior High 
School is seventh and eighth 
grade, located at 307 South 
Lovers Lane.

- Gatesville High 
School is ninth through 
twelfth grade, located at 205 
South Lovers Lane.

To enroll for pre-kinder-
garten the student must be 
four years old by Septem-
ber 1, 2023. Students must 
also meet financial criteria 
through the Federal Nutri-
tion program, language 
criteria, or from a military 
family. To enroll for kinder-
garten the student must be 
five years old by September 

1, 2023.
Paperwork needed to en-

roll a student across all 
Gatesville ISD campuses in-
cludes proof of residency, 
the student’s birth certifi-
cate, the student’s social 
security card, a withdrawal 
form from previous school 
if moving from another dis-
trict, and the student’s im-
munization records.

VACCINATIONS
Gatesville ISD will provide 

the community with a vac-
cination clinic that will be 
held on Friday, August 4 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
clinic will be held at the 
Gatesville High School DAEP 
building located at 2538 E. 
Main Street. Vaccinations 
provided will include Diph-
theria, Tetanus, Pertussis, 
Polio, Measles, Mumps, Ru-
bella, Hepatitis B, Hepatitis 
A, Varicella, and Meningo-
coccal. Be sure to call for 
an appointment at 254-865-
7264.

All incoming seventh, 
ninth, and eleventh grade 
athletes must have an up-
dated examination on file. 
To obtain a copy of the 
physical exam form visit 
www.gatesvilleathletics.
com. Junior High students 
will click on the link under 
the right side of the page 
that says Documents, and 
High School students will 
click on News/Messages.

Fall sport athletes must 
have a physical prior to the 
start of workouts and all 
other athletes must have a 
physical before the first day 
of school on Thursday, Au-
gust 10. A medical history 
form will need to be com-
pleted prior to the physical 
exam.

MEALS
Gatesville ISD has experi-

enced a 10-cent increase in 
meal costs from last school 

year. Free and reduced 
lunch applications will open 
on Tuesday, August 1. Ap-
plications will be available 
by paper or online. All free 
and reduced costs students 
will receive a free breakfast 
along with .40 cent lunches. 
If you are a paid student, 
breakfast will cost $1.70, 
and adults will cost $3.10 
across all campuses. If you 
are a paid student at Gates-
ville Elementary School, 
lunch will cost $2.60 and the 
cost of lunch for Gatesville 
Intermediate School, Gates-
ville Junior High School, and 
Gatesville High School will 
be $2.85. All adult lunches 
will cost $4.75.

BUS
To register for the school 

bus, go to the front office of 
the school that your student 
will be attending, fill out a 
form, and look through the 
binder with all the differ-
ent routes to select the right 
one for your student.

MEET THE TEACHER
During the Meet the Teach-

er event across all campuses 
there will be an area at each 
location to sign up for the 
school bus.

Meet the Teacher will be 
held at each campus on the 
following dates:

- Gatesville Primary School 
will hold its Prekindergarten 
Meet the Teacher on Mon-
day, August 7 from 5 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., and Kindergar-
ten Meet the Teacher will be 
held on Tuesday, August 8 
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

- Gatesville Elementary 
School will hold its Meet the 
Teacher on Tuesday, August 
8 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

- Gatesville Intermediate 
School will hold its Meet the 
Teacher on Tuesday, August 
8 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

- Gatesville Junior High 
School will hold its Meet the 

Teacher on Tuesday, August 
8 from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

- Gatesville High School 
will hold its Meet the Teach-
er on Tuesday, August 8 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Meet the Teacher will 
be a time for students to 
meet their teachers and 
classmates, tour their new 
school, look at clubs and ac-
tivities, and get information 
on special programs.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
There are many special 

programs at Gatesville ISD 
which consists of English 
as a Second Language (ESL), 
Section 504, Special Educa-
tion, Dyslexia, and Gifted 
and Talented (GT). The Ex-
ecutive Director of Special 
Programs can be reached at 
254-865-7251.

ZERO TOLERANCE

Gatesville ISD holds zero 
tolerance for bullying in any 
matter and provides online 
resources to inform your 
student about what to do if 
they are being bullied. Re-
sources include:

- https://1.cdn.edl.io/2d
WnWQo83kd3rgVNBkNPvdP-
GkgVFL8pl3TkkClPnc7pRpz
2o.pdf

- https://1.cdn.edl.io/
qOShJffemqsPRgduYaonI-
WMJbdLkHSpZUDU0eM6b-
fMqWAk0m.pdf

- https://www.stopbully-
ing.gov/

- https://txssc.txstate.
edu/tools/courses/before-
you-text/

- https://txssc.txstate.
edu/topics/digital-safety/

Bullying is when a person 
or group of people hurts, 
embarrasses, or frightens 

another person on purpose 
repeatedly. They do this in 
many ways including push-
ing, tripping, kicking, hit-
ting, name-calling, making 
inappropriate remarks, teas-
ing, making threats, intimi-
dating, pinching, spreading 
rumors, leaving someone 
out, stealing belongings, 
harassment, cruelly using 
social media, and sending 
mean emails or texts.

Gatesville ISD believes all 
children are capable of high 
achievement and that each 
student will be an indepen-
dent thinker who possesses 
critical thinking, problem-
solving, communication 
skills, and perseverance to 
reach extraordinary poten-
tial.

Gatesville ISD back in session for 2023-2024 school year

Staff Reports

Gatesville Independent 
School District has an-
nounced the school supply 
lists for each campus.

Gatesville Primary School
Kindergarten
Twelve yellow Ticondero-

ga #2 pencils
Two large pink erasers
Four boxes of 24 count 

regular size, Crayola brand 
crayons

Two eight count Cray-
ola washable classic colors 
broad line markers

Eight Expo lowodor black 
dry erase markers

One pair metal blunt 
Fiskers scissors

Twelve glue sticks
One set of watercolors 

(Crayola or Prang)
One plastic crayon/pencil 

storage boxsize 5”x8”
Four folders with brads
Three spiral notebooks 

(wide ruled, one subject)
Two highlighters
Three large boxes of 

Kleenex tissues
One bottle GermX
One container Clorox 

Wipes
One container Baby Wipes
Backpack, no rolling back-

pack
One box of 20 Ziploc bags, 

boys get gallon sized and 
girls get quart sized

A change of clothing 
placed in a gallon sized bag 
and labeled with the child’s 
name

No additional supplies 
should be brought to the 
school.

Gatesville Elementary 
School

First Grade
One pair of scissors
One pencil box
Three packages of Crayola 

Crayons (24 count)
Two packs of 24 Ticond-

eroga sharpened pencils
Two boxes of tissues
Three erasers
Twelve glue sticks
One bottle of glue
Eight black thin Expo 

markers, girls only
Eight black regular Expo 

markers, boys only
Two highlighters
One package of Crayola 

markers classic colors
Three plastic poly folders 

with brads

Three spiral notebooks
One container of Clorox 

wipes, girls only
One container of baby 

wipes, boys only
One package of quart 

sized Ziploc bags, girls only
One package of gallon 

sized Ziploc bags, boys only
Second Grade
Two 16 count Crayola 

Crayons
Two pink erasers
One two count package of 

glue sticks
One package of 24 count 

Ticonderoga pencils
One pencil box, no locking 

boxes
One eight count of thin 

line markers
One four count of black 

dry erase markers
One plastic blue folder 

with pockets and brads
One spiral notebook with 

70 pages
Two composition note-

books
One box of baby wipes or 

Clorox wipes
Three boxes of Kleenexes
Third Grade
Three packs of black four 

count Expo markers
Four packages of 24 count 

boxes of Crayola Crayons
One or two packages of 

glue sticks
One pair of pointed scis-

sors
One package of two count 

pink erasers
One package of eight 

count fine point Crayola 
washable markers

Two packages of 24 count 
Ticonderoga number two 
pencils

Two composition note-
books, not spiral bound

Two plastic folders with 
brads

Three boxes of tissues
One clipboard
One large mesh fabric 

pencil bag, no pencil boxes
Two canisters of disinfec-

tant wipes
One roll of paper towels
Gatesville Intermediate 

School
Fourth Grade
Three packages of wide 

ruled notebook paper
Six glue sticks
Four boxes of Kleenex 

(160 count or higher)
Four assorted colored 

highlighters
One pair of junior or regu-

lar sized scissors
Three plastic pocket fold-

ers with brads
Three packages of 24 

count number two pencils
Three packages of 12 

countcolored pencils
One pair of wired earbuds 

or headphones for testing, 
no wireless or Bluetooth

One pencil bag with bind-
er holes, cloth is preferred

One box of gallon sized 
Ziploc bags, girls only

One box of quart sized 
Ziploc bags, boys only

One bottle of hand sani-
tizer, girls only

One container of disinfec-
tant wipes, boys only

Math
One and a half inch three 

ring binder
One package of black fine 

point dry erase markers
Science/Social Studies
One and a half inch three 

ring binder
One 24 count box of Cray-

ons
Two black sharpies
Two packages of dividers
English Language Arts
One spiral notebook
One and a half inch three 

ring binder
One package of plastic di-

viders
Fifth Grade
One pencil bag
Six glue sticks
Three boxes of facial tis-

sue
One package of 24 count 

number two pencils
One package of wide ruled 

notebook paper
Five assorted pocket and 

brad folders
Two four count packages 

of dry erase markers
One four count package of 

highlighters
Two wide ruled composi-

tion notebooks
One wide ruled spiral 

notebook
One pair of fiveinch sharp 

scissors
One package of 12 count-

colored pencils
One pink eraser
One pair of wired earbuds 

or headphones, no wireless 
or Bluetooth

One container of Clorox 
wipes, boys only

One bottle of hand sani-
tizer, girls only

One Box of gallon sized 
Ziploc bags, boys only

One box of quart Ziploc 
bags, girls only

Sixth Grade
A backpack, no rolling 

backpacks allowed
Two 12 countcolored pen-

cils
Three glue sticks
Four highlighters
One pair of scissors
Two packs of 24 count 

pencils
Four pens, red and blue 

only
Two pairs of earbuds or 

headphones’
Two boxes of Kleenex
One container of Clorox 

wipes
One package of notebook 

paper
One pencil bag or box
One handheld pencil 

sharpener, not electric
One plastic brad folder 

with pockets
English Language Arts
One and a half inch three 

ring binder
One 12 count of dividers
Math
One twoinch three ring 

binder
One 12 count of dividers
One package of dry erase 

markers
Science
One inch three ring binder
One container of Clorox 

wipes
Social Studies
One inch three ring binder
Two five counts of divid-

ers
One composition note-

book
Band (if applicable)
One three ring binder
One box of pencils
One box of tissues
Gatesville Junior High School
Seventh Grade 
Math
One package of pencils
One package of notebook 

paper
One and a half three ring 

binder
Fivetab dividers
One package of highlight-

ers
One zippered pencil bag 

for a threering binder
Earbuds and headphones 

for Chromebooks, optional

Donations of Kleenex and 
hand sanitizer will be ac-
cepted.

PreAlgebra
One package of pencils
One package of notebook 

paper
One and a half three ring 

binder
Fivetab dividers
Highlighters, optional
TI84 calculator for app 

homework, optional
Earbuds and headphones 

for Chromebooks, optional
Donations of Kleenex and 

hand sanitizer will be ac-
cepted.

Algebra One
One package of pencils
TI84 calculator for app 

homework, two three ring 
binders, tentab dividers, 
one package of highlighters, 
one package of notebook 
paper, earbuds, and head-
phones are all optional for 
this course.

Donations of Kleenex and 
hand sanitizer will be ac-
cepted.

Reading Language Arts
One binder
Dividers
One package of notebook 

paper
One pencil pouch for a 

binder
One package of pencils
One package of highlight-

ers
Kleenex
Plug in style earbuds and 

headphones for Chrome-
books, optional

Reading Language Arts X
Two plastic folders with 

pockets and brads
One package of notebook 

paper
One package of pencils
One package of highlight-

ers
Kleenex
Plug in style earbuds and 

headphones for Chrome-
books, optional

7th Grade Concepts
Two plastic folders with 

pockets and brads
One package of notebook 

paper
One package of pencils
One package of highlight-

ers
Kleenex
Plug in style earbuds and 

headphones for Chrome-
books, optional

8th Grade
Reading Language Arts
Two folders with pockets 

and brads
One package of notebook 

paper
One 48 pack of pencils
One pen for assignments 

and grading
One package of highlight-

ers
Kleenex
Math Concepts
One package of pencils
One package of notebook 

paper
One three ring binder
Fivetab dividers
Donations of Kleenex and 

hand sanitizer will be ac-
cepted.

7th and 8th Grade 
Regular Science
One binder
One package of notebook 

paper
Dividers
One pencil pouch
One 48 pack of pencils
One pen for grading, any 

color
One package of highlight-

ers
Kleenex
Dry erase markers, op-

tional
Plug in style earbuds and 

headphones for Chrome-
books, optional

Advanced 7th Grade Sci-
ence and IPC

One package of pens
One package of pencils
One package of notebook 

paper
One spiral notebook
Texas History
One folder
One package of pencils
One package of highlight-

ers
United States History
One package of pencils
One package of notebook 

paper for notes
One folder
Spanish One
One and a half notebook 

with a hard cover
One package of pencils or 

pens, no yellow, pink, or or-
ange

Kleenex
One package of notebook 

paper and three divider 
sheets

Gatesville ISD announces school supply lists for 2023-2024 school year

JACI VELASQUEZ | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Independent School District Administration Building
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BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; Sunday 
Bible study 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS
Bob  Ph i l l i ps ,  pas to r ; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesvi l le; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
adult Bible study 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday services - kids’ 
& youth Bible study 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Prayer & 
Bible Study 7 p.m.; Youth 
Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s 
Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
912 E. Main St.; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship 10:45 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
1 2 0  C o l l e g e  A v e . ; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m. ,  Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY 
Michael Bragdon, Pastor; 
2819 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY
A.C. Painter, pastor; 1750 
FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO
Matt Dossey, pastor; 11420 
N. State Hwy. S; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:50 a.m.
KING
Char les W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & 
HWY 36, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m. & 1 p.m., 
Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK 
David Crosby, Interim Pas-
tor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday evening Youth 
& Children’s Bible Study 
6 p.m.
MOUNTAIN
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 
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6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m. Prayer meeting 7 p.m. 
Wednesday.
OSAGE 
Chris Thomas, pastor; 7505 
FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 301, 
Jonesboro; Sunday school 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
P U R M E L A  B A P T I S T 
CHURCH
Pastor: Brenden Hough; 
875 FM 932, Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday School 10 
a.m., Sunday Worship 11 
a.m.
SWEET HOME 
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 p.m.
SPANISH
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m.
TRINITY 
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
J o n  C r o s b y ,  P a s t o r ; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW 
In ter im Pastor :  Eddie 
Taylor; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL
Mike Barron, pastor; 2040 
CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday 
school 10 a.m.; Sunday  
worship 11 a.m.; 254-679-
3200. 
WHITE MOUND 
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Satur-
day at 8 a.m. Inside: 3075 
FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 
321. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
For more info. & location, 
call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. 
(English) & 12 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass), Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. & Wednesday-Friday 
at 7 a.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE
Deral McWhorter, minister; 
1 0 4  C e d a r  R i d g e , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 W. 
Brooks Dr., Evant; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:20 a.m. 

&  12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
FORT GATES
4605 St .  Hwy.  36 S. , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE
Justin Hall, minister; 2417 
E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
c lases y  serv ic ios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays – Bible 
Study 5:30 p.m.; Royce 
512-734-5390 or Steve 
254-865-3559.
PEARL
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE
Greg Demmitt,  pastor; 
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL 
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran 
Church Rd., Copperas 
Cove; Sunday Bible Study 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m.   
ST. JOHN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, Coryell 
City; Sunday worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 
a.m.
ST. PAUL
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 1114, 
The Grove; Sunday School 
9 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT
235 US-281, Evant; Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.
F I R S T  M E T H O D I S T 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
$3; youth, Children & Adult 
Bible Studies at 6 p.m. AA 
meets Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday at 6:30 p.m.
OGLESBY UNITED
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday worship 
9 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Bill Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF  JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
S a c r a m e n t  s e r v i c e s 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy .  84  W. ;  Sunday 
se rv i ces  10 :30  a .m . ; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9  a .m.  &  10 :30  a .m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy Spiker, 
Sunday service 10 a.m. & 6 
p.m., Wednesdays 6 p.m. 

407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 
Thursdays 7 p.m.; 2518 
Bridge St.; 254-392-9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday 
w o r s h i p  1 0 : 3 0  a . m . , 
Wednesday worship 6:30 
p.m.; Gateway Learning 
Center, 2315 Osage Rd., 
Gatesville.
GRACE BIBLE
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesv i l le ;  865-6222. 
S u n d a y  w o r s h i p  1 1 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Peter M. Mafwal, Pastor; 
4460 FM 930, Levi ta; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m.;  Sunday worship  
10:45 am.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, Pastor; 
1415 Texas Hwy. 236; 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
T A B E R N A C L E  O F 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, pastor; 
202 E. Main, Gatesville;  
S u n d a y s  1 0  a . m . ; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 254-
206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesdays Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday 
service, 7:30 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor;  1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY
Worship Saturdays 5 p.m., 
Bible fellowship Sundays 10 
a.m.; 4995 FM 929

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of  Gatesvi l le on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service 9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-6131

You will seek me 

and find me when 

you seek me with 

all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGE
Coryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint

Plumbing • Electrical
Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 

needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION

& SEPTIC TANK 

SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE

254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 

DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B

Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s

Maytag Home Appliance Center
4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

Call Bailey Shea Dickie at 

254-865-5212

ext. 302

254-865-5212 ext. 300

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Call Bailey to reserve this 

space!

254-865-5212
ext. 302

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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National
Challenged

Champions and Heroes
Awareness Day

National Challenged Champions and 
Heroes Awareness Day was created 
to call attention to people who are 
differently capable in our community. 
Some people have to use wheelchairs to 
get around. Some people have difficulty 
seeing, hearing, or moving normally so 
they use special things to help them. 
No matter how a person is differently 
capable, they are still a person and 
deserving of all the love and respect 
we pay others. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt used a wheelchar while 
serving as President of the United States. 

Sometimes, our bodies may not work the same 
way as others, and that’s okay. Roosevelt had a 
condition called polio, which made his legs weak and 
difficult for him to walk. But that didn’t stop him from 
being a great leader!

Roosevelt’s wheelchair was like a special chair 
with wheels on it. It helped him to get from one place 
to another easily. He would sit in his wheelchair and 
use his hands to move the wheels, just like when we 
ride a bicycle.

Even though Roosevelt used a wheelchair, he 
never let it hold him back. He worked hard to make 
our country better and to help people who were 
struggling. His courage and determination taught us 
that anyone can make a difference, no matter what 
challenges they face.

This is an accessibility placard. Some 
people call it a “handicap tag”. Drivers 
of cars who are differently capable put 
this on the rear view mirror of their car 
and it allows them to park in special 
parking places that are closer to the 
entrance of the store. Not everyone who 
is differently capable and requires a tag 
like this looks or walks differently than 
everyone else. Some people have trouble 
walking distances without stopping but 
otherwise walk as well as everyone else.

Many people who are 
differently capable still 
play sports and do other 
activities that everyone 
else plays and does. 
These men are playing 
basketball while in 
wheelchairs. What other 
sports do you think people 
who are differently 
capable can still play?

Children’s Speech, Occupational, 
and Physical Therapy Services
Local Gatesville Clinic • 4723 E. Hwy 84 Gatesville, TX 76528
Request an appointment: (254) 399-8255 • elitetherapycenter.org

Staff Reports

Gatesville Elementary 
School will host its annual 
Back to School Bash on Sat-
urday, August 5 from 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Back to School Bash 
will include free backpacks, 
school supplies, haircuts, 
along with hearing and vi-
sion screenings.

There will be a chance to 

visit with community part-
ners including Acre Wood 
Dental, Community Coun-
seling, Texas AgriLife 4-H, 
Freedom Reins Counseling, 
Baylor Scott & White Clinic, 

Coryell Health Clinic, Gates-
ville Fire Department, Gates-
ville Police Department, 
Gatesville Public Library, 
Gatesville Fitness Center, 
Walmart, H-E-B, service 

clubs, local churches, coun-
ty legal and social services, 
WIC, General Educational 
Development, Righteous 
Roots, and Hidden Gem 
Family Center.

Gatesville Elementary 
School is located at 2537 
E. Main Street. For more in-
formation on the Back-to-
School Bash contact 254-
865-7262.

Staff Reports

Gatesville Elemen-
tary School will hold 
a snow cone social 
on Thursday, Au-
gust 3 from 5 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. The so-
cial will be held at 
Gatesville Elemen-
tary School in the 
gymnasium.

This will be a 
come and go event 
for parents and stu-
dents to have the 
chance to visit with 
Mrs. Webb and Mrs. 
Judd.

Gatesville Elemen-
tary School is locat-
ed at 2537 E. Main 
Street. For more in-
formation contact 
254-865-7262.

Gatesville Elementary School to host Back to School Bash

Gatesville Elementary presents 
snow cones with principals

Staff Reports

Evant Independent 
School District will hold 
Meet the Teacher for the 
2023 to 2024 school year 
on Thursday, Aug. 3 from 

6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Evant ISD’s mission is 

for every student to be em-
powered to pursue their 
passion through academic 
rigor, social and emotional 
connections, and collective 

accountability.
Evant ISD is located at 

229 Memory Lane in Evant. 
For more information 
about Meet the Teacher 
contact 254-471-5536.

Staff Reports

Oglesby Independent 
School District will hold its 
Meet the Teacher on Mon-
day, August 14 at 6 p.m.

This is a time for stu-
dents to meet their teach-

ers, visit with peers, gather 
information on classes, 
and to tour the school.

Following Meet the 
Teacher, a watermelon fes-
tival will begin at 7 p.m. 
held at the Oglesby Com-

munity Center located at 
118 Main Street.

Oglesby ISD is located at 
125 College Avenue. For 
more information contact 
254-456-2271.

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent 
School District will hold 
its Meet the Teacher on 
Wednesday, August 16. 
Meet the Teacher will be-
gin at 6 p.m. and continue 

through 8 p.m.
Meet the Teacher will be 

a time for students to meet 
their new teachers, gather 
schedules, set up lockers, 
and explore all the clubs 
and extracurricular activi-

ties that Jonesboro ISD has 
to offer.

Jonesboro ISD is located 
at 14909 E. State Hwy. 36 
in Jonesboro. For more 
information contact 254-
463-2111.

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent 
School District will hold 
their annual Meet the Ea-
gles on Thursday, August 
10. Meet the Eagles will be 

held on Pruitt Field at 6 
p.m.

Staff of Jonesboro ISD 
will recognize and intro-
duce the volleyball, foot-
ball, cheerleading, and 
cross-country teams for 

the upcoming 2023-2024 
school year.

Pruitt Field is located at 
14909 TX-36 in Jonesboro. 
For more information con-
tact Jonesboro ISD at 254-
463-2111.

Evant ISD Meet the Teacher 
slated August 3

Oglesby ISD presents Meet the 
Teacher August 14

Jonesboro ISD to hold Meet 
the Teacher August 16

Jonesboro ISD presents Meet 
the Eagles on August 10

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville Elememtary principal Mrs. Webb is pictured with a student at 
last year’s Snow Cones wirh Principals event.
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Tarleton State University

STEPHENVILLE, Texas – 
Tarleton State welcomes Nick 
Zaleski as the newest addition 
to the Texan baseball coach-
ing staff.

As head coach Fuller Smith 
continues to build his coach-
ing staff, the former associ-
ate head coach and offensive 
coordinator from McNeese 
State will trade the blue and 
gold for purple and white. In 
his first season at Tarleton 
State, Zaleski will serve as the 
hitting coach and recruiting 
coordinator.

‘’Nick Zaleski has left an 
incredible impact on every 
program he has been a part 
of,” Smith said. ‘’The experi-
ence and success that Nick 
can contribute to Tarleton 
Baseball was an opportunity 
we didn’t want to miss out 
on.’’

Within 13 years of col-
lege baseball, Zaleski has 
won eight championships as 
a coach and player. Zaleski 
began his collegiate coach-
ing career in 2013 as a vol-
unteer assistant coach at 
UTSA. After two years with 
the Roadrunners, he began 
his eight-year run at McNeese 
State in 2016 where the 
Cowboys have had tremen-
dous success.

‘’My wife and I are excited 
to get back into the state of 
Texas and welcome our little 
girl as a Texan as well, and 
we are eager to see what the 
opportunities that we have 
been afforded are going to 
bring,’’ Zaleski said. ‘’Looking 
at the direction of the base-
ball program is extremely 
encouraging. To be success-
ful on the field you have to do 
everything successfully off 
the field too. I’ve been very 

fortunate to be around really 
good players and coaches and 
that’s allowed me to be a part 
of successful championship 
teams as a player and coach. 
Success and failure both leave 
clues. I want to be around 
people who are driven by the 
goal of success.’’

In 2016, Zaleski began his 
stint at McNeese as an assis-
tant coach for four seasons 
then was promoted to asso-
ciate head coach and offen-
sive coordinator for his final 
four seasons. Throughout 
his eight years as a Cowboy, 
the baseball program has 
appeared in two NCAA 
Regionals, won two Southland 
Conference regular season 
championships and earned 
two league tournament titles.

Zaleski has also been a 
part of the two longest win-
ning streaks in Southerland 
Conference tournaments, the 
first being during his time as 
a player at Sam Houston and 
the second time as a coach for 

McNeese.
The former Cowboy stands 

alone as the only person to 
win three consecutive cham-
pionships in the history of the 
Southland Conference as a 
player and a coach. During his 
eight seasons in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, McNeese has led 
the Southland Conference in 
total hits, total doubles, total 
home runs, total bases, bat-
ting average and fielding per-
centage. The Cowboys ranked 
second in the conference in 
total runs, total triples, total 
RBI and total stolen bases.

Zaleski had a hand in the 
success found by the top two 
hitters within the history 
of Cowboy baseball, Payton 
Harden and Joe Provenzano 
as well as the leader in all-
time steals for McNeese, Reid 
Bourque. During his time 
coaching in the Southland 
Conference, he has assisted 
in guiding players to receive 
awards such as; SLC Pitcher 
of the Year (2023), SLC Player 

of the Year (2022), SLC Relief 
Pitcher of the Year/Louisiana 
Pitcher of the Year (2022), SLC 
Pitcher of the Year (2022 and 
2021), Rawlings Gold Glove 
winner (2019), SLC Hitter 
of the Year (2017), and the 
National Stolen Bases Leader 
(2017).

Prior to his career at 
McNeese, Zaleski spent 
three seasons with the 
Roadrunners of UTSA work-
ing with the infielders and 
offense. During this time, 
his coaching efforts led to 
some of the top offensive 
numbers in the Western 
Athletic Conference as well 
as Conference-USA and one 
of the top-10 offenses within 
program history at UTSA.

In Zaleski’s first year 
at UTSA in 2013, the 
Roadrunners had their most 
successful season since 2008 
with an overall record of 
35-25 and advanced to the 
Corvallis Regional hosted by 
Oregon State after taking the 

Western Athletic Conference 
Tournament Championship 
title. The following year, 
the blue, white, and orange 
transitioned into Conference 
USA and finished the season 
seated in the top five in most 
major offensive statistical 
categories.

The Sugar Land native 
spent his collegiate play-
ing career as a Sam Houston 
Bearkat from 2006-2009.

During his time in 
Huntsville, Zaleski played 
a large role in their three 
Southland Conference 
Tournament Championships 
and three NCAA Regional 
appearances, includ-
ing the Oxford Regional 
Championship game in 2007. 
In 2009, Zaleski claimed the 
single season batting average 
record at Sam Houston after 
hitting .419 and still holds the 
title. During this time Zaleski 
received a Ping! Baseball hon-
orable mention All-American 
and was named the Bearkats’ 
Most Valuable Player

Zaleski played a year pro-
fessionally in the Toronto 
Blue Jays organization in 
2009-10.

Over the past 10 years, 
Zaleski has assisted in coach-
ing or recruiting 28 play-
ers that were drafted and 
four players that signed Free 
Agent contracts. Out of the 
31 athletes that went on to 
play at the next level, 15 are 
still actively playing and 
three made their way into the 
majors. Also in his resume 
of successful athletes are 52 
All-Conference players, 33 
Academic All-Conference 
players, 27 All-Tournament 
players, four Academic All-
Americans, four Freshman 
All-Americans and three 
All-Americans

In 2009 Zaleski received his 
bachelor’s degree in market-
ing from Sam Houston State 
and went on to earn a mas-
ter’s degree in human per-
formance with an emphasis 
in sports management two 
years later from Alabama. 
Zaleski is married to the for-
mer Amy Brown, and they will 
welcome their first daughter 
in September of 2023

TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

(PLAYER/COACH)
McNeese - Associate Head 

Coach
2022 Southland Conference 

Champions
2021 Southland Conference 

Tournament Champion
2021 NCAA Fort Worth 

Regional Appearance
2019 Southland Conference 

Tournament Champion
2019 NCAA Nashville 

Regional Appearance
2017 Southland Conference 

Champions

UTSA — VOLUNTEER  

ASSISTANT COACH
2013 Western Athletic 

Conference Tournament 
Champion

2013 NCAA Corvallis 
Regional Appearance

SAM HOUSTON —  

STUDENT-ATHLETE
2009 Southland Conference 

Tournament Champion
2009 NCAA Houston 

Regional Appearance
2008 Southland Conference 

Tournament Champion
2008 NCAA Houston 

Regional Appearance
2007 Southland Conference 

Tournament Champion
2007 NCAA Oxford 

Regional Appearance

For the first time since 
Tarleton State joined the 
WAC in 2020-21, the league 
will feature a pair of confer-
ence games at the end of 
November and then resume 
with 18 conference games 
starting in January of 2024, 
for a total of 20, the most 
ever scheduled all-time in 
the WAC. The Nov. 29 tip 
will be the earliest start as 
well. Also for the first time, 
the league features a mash-
up between the men’s and 
women’s schedules with the 
same two schools competing 
on the same night in opposite 
venues for the entirety of the 
season.

The Texans will travel 
about 10,600 miles in total 
just in conference play with 
traveling to all 10 teams for 
the first time. The schedule 
is designed featuring games 
primarily on Thursday (10 
times) and Saturday (nine 
times) as well as a contest on 
a Wednesday.

Last season, Tarleton State 
finished their third consecu-
tive season of at least .500 
in WAC play at 9-9, earning a 
trip to the WAC Tournament 
in the first year they were 

eligible.
In 2022-23, Tarleton State 

won their first five conference 
home games in part of a 10-0 
start at Wisdom Gym and fin-
ished with a 7-2 overall con-
ference home record.

“We’re excited about an-
other season in the WAC. 
The league has consistently 
become tougher with several 
good teams making postsea-
son play.” said head coach 
Billy Gillispie. “The 20-game 
double round robin is ex-
tremely tough to navigate. 
Whoever is good enough to 
win the most games over a 
20-game balanced sched-
ule will produce a deserving 
champion, one that will be 
very capable of doing dam-
age in the postseason. Our 
players are excited to take 
the challenge against great 
competition.”

The Texans will kick off 
the conference slate with a 
road bout against Stephen F. 
Austin on Wednesday, Nov. 
29. The squad has won its 
last two WAC openers. Since 
joining the WAC, Tarleton is 
1-0 when they open the WAC 
slate on the road. Tarleton 
State will open the home por-

tion of their schedule against 
UTRGV on Saturday, Dec. 2. 
Last season, Tarleton State 
knocked off the Vaqueros in 
the first round of the WAC 
Tournament in Las Vegas.

After a one-month break 
in which the Texans will con-
tinue their non-conference 
schedule, to be released at a 
later date, Tarleton will host 
UT Arlington on Thursday, 
Jan. 4. The Texans swept the 
Mavericks last season in their 
first year in the WAC.

The Texans will enjoy a 
seven-day break before play-
ing four games in nine days, 
with three of them away 
from Stephenville. Tarleton 
State will open the stretch 
with a pair of road games at 
California Baptist and Grand 
Canyon on Jan. 11 and Jan. 
13, respectively. Next, the 
Texans will head back home 

for a bout against Abilene 
Christian on Jan. 18 before 
heading to Edinburg to face-
off against UTRGV. Abilene 
Christian is the most com-
mon opponent the Texans 
have faced in the WAC, tout-
ing a 17-5 overall record 
against the Wildcats in the 
two programs’ history.

Tarleton State will round 
out January with a pair of 
home games against Southern 
Utah on the 25 and Utah 
Tech on the 27. Last season, 
the Texans were 4-1 against 
WAC teams from the state of 
Utah, including a perfect 3-0 
at home.

The Texans will start off 
February on the 1st at Abilene 
Christian which will mark the 
halfway point of conference 
play for Tarleton State. The 
squad will then head back to 
Stephenville for a Saturday 

square-off against Stephen 
F. Austin. The Lumberjacks 
travel to Stephenville for 
just the second time with the 
Texans victorious in the first 
match-up, 77-72, on Jan. 8, 
2022.

Tarleton will then embark 
on a three-game road trip 
originating at Utah Valley 
on Thursday, Feb. 8. On 
Saturday, Feb. 10, the Texans 
travel to the WAC’s north-
ernmost school, Seattle U. 
The Texans will cover nearly 
4,000 miles on the trip, their 
longest travel distance of the 
conference slate. The three-
game road trip will conclude 
at UT Arlington on the 15th.

Closing out February, 
Tarleton will host Grand 
Canyon on the 22nd and 
California Baptist on the 24th. 
The Texans knocked off the 
eventual WAC Tournament 

champion Grand Canyon 
Antelopes, 84-66, at home 
last season. On the final day 
of the month, the Texans will 
travel to Utah Valley for just 
the program’s fourth contest 
on Leap Day in which they 
have a 2-1 overall record.

Tarleton State will close the 
regular season with a trio of 
games in March. In its final 
conference road game, the 
Texans travel to Southern 
Utah on March 2. The final 
pair of games come at home 
on March 7 against Utah 
Valley and March 9 against 
Seattle U. Tarleton has not 
played Seattle U twice in the 
same season yet and are 
searching for their first win 
against the RedHawks.

Tarleton State’s full sched-
ule with non-conference 
games will be released at a 
later date.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

The Texans will kick off the conference slate with a road bout against Stephen F. Austin on Wednesday, Nov. 29. The squad has won its last 
two WAC openers.

“God called 
me to do this”
WAC releases Tarleton State Men’s 
Basketball 2023-24 conference schedule

TSU Baseball adds former McNeese associate 
head coach Nick Zaleski to coaching staff

Tarleton State University

A
RLINGTON, Texas — The Western Ath-

letic Conference announced the 20-

game full round-robin schedule for the 

Tarleton State Texan men’s basketball 

team for the 2023-24 season on Wednesday.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

Within 13 years of college baseball, Zaleski has won eight championships as a coach and player.



The varsity team accumu-
lated twelve pieces of hard-
ware at the Bryan Rudder 
tournament on March 24 at 
Bryan-College Station fol-
lowed by the boys team win-
ning District while the girls 
captured second place.

In Regionals, the GHS ten-

nis team sent five qualifiers 
to Regional 4-A. This was 
followed by Slone Early, Ty 
Warren, and Alex Scott ad-
vancing to UIL Class 4-A 
State level of competition 
held in San Antonio on April 
25.

Gatesville High School 

tennis coach, Wendell Jones 
said “This last year, as a 
team, we were as strong as 
we’ve ever been, but I can’t 
discount the two years pre-
vious with Stormy Tatum in 
the mix. We’ve crossed into 
new eras – Stormy’s been to 
state twice from GHS.”

“This last year having two 
entries going to state was 
a tremendous experience. 
Just great kids – only the 
best kids come to tennis,” 
he said with a smile.

Speaking of the upcoming 
tennis season, Jones said 
“The chemistry and per-
sonality this year, after los-

ing four seniors, is going to 
be a little different, but we 
still have good and talented 
players.”

As for the goals for this 
coming year of tennis 
competition, Jones said “I 
haven’t spoken with the 
students yet, but I’m going 
to. I want them to establish 
goals, we want to repeat as 
district champions again for 
team tennis. It’s going to be 
a little tougher this year. 
Last year, we were pushed 
with Lampasas, but this year 
Lampasas is down a bit, but 
in my opinion, Lampasas 
and Brownwood are the two 
teams to beat.”

“We’re going to have to 
win on the girls side and 
I’m trying to put together 
a mixed doubles also. The 
girls are going to have to be 
the ones who carry it,” he 
said.

According to Coach Jones, 
the varsity girls this year 
will include Callie Smith, 
Kasey Fitzer, Olivia Walker, 
London Kizer, Madeline 
Fast, Ally Nichols, and Carol 
Marie Szustak. The current 
top four boys will include 
Jack Armstrong, Abraham 
Almendariz, Jahaziel Marti-
nez, and Zach Stevens.

Reflecting on the past 
tennis season, Jones said 
“I have had the best parent 
support – the nucleus is the 
parents – the parent support 

has been overwhelming.”
This coming season, Jones 

will be joined by assistant 
coaches Brit Campbell and 
Kim Chaffin who worked 
with him last year during 
their trek to the state tour-
nament. 

“I’m glad we’ll continue 

to have some consistency 
there,” Jones said.

Looking to the upcoming 
tennis season, Jones said 
“It’s hard to say that we’re 
growing, but we’re maintain-
ing – we’re staying steady. 
We’ll see what happens.”
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial
midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell

254.865.9137 Fax
chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

SELMAN RANCH
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Ranch Roads  |  Lakes  |  Ponds
Wildlife Sensitive Clearing

Bentonite Liners  |  Bentonite Cutoff Walls

254-386-7727
Brad Selman     www.selmanranchconstruction.com

201 Cedar Lane201 Cedar Lane

Gatesville, TX 76528Gatesville, TX 76528

CTLS1939@gmail.comCTLS1939@gmail.com

Central Texas LandscapeCentral Texas Landscape
& Services LLC& Services LLC

NeNew Installations, Remodel, Brushw Installations, Remodel, Brush
Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,

Trash HTrash Haul Off and Tree Workaul Off and Tree Work

John CapellaJohn Capella

(254) 216-3684(254) 216-3684

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 

your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002

COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales

Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@

gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Wild Bill’s Auto Detailing
NOW DETAILING TRIKES!

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
CALL (254) 865-5311

Checks - Cash – Credit Cards – Venmo

Pricing on website:
wildbillsautodetailing.net

2219 E. MAIN ST. 

GATESVILLE

Coach Jones reflects on the previous tennis season and 
looks forward to future competition

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Tennis practice has already begun for the varsity players who are going through drills at the GHS tennis 
courts.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

GHS Tennis Coach Wendell Jones proudly displays the trophy the 
team received after being named tennis champions during the Dis-
trict 23-4A Varsity Boys Tennis competition.

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

D
uring the 2022-2023 season, the Gates-

ville High School tennis team received 

many awards and recognition as they 

pushed their way towards state compe-

tition.
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Rebel with a cause: Rebel Brown honored
BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

Although he would nev-
er admit it himself, Rebel 
Brown has been a vital part 
of the everyday life at the 
Gatesville Senior Center as 
well as the entire Gatesville 
community.

Brown was recently hon-
ored with a reception for his 
years of service at the senior 
center. 

“I knew they were plan-
ning something, but I was 
surprised by this,” he said.

Brown began volunteering 
at the senior center in June 
of 2018, but when the Pan-
demic hit, life at the senior 
center stopped. That’s when 
he began volunteering at the 
Coryell Museum. Eventually, 
the senior center re-opened, 
and he was back to his first 
love, although he continued 

to volunteer at the museum 
as well.

Following his retirement, 
he has devoted a great deal 
of his time and energy to 
giving back to the Gates-
ville community. Gatesville 
Senior Center Manager, Pa-
mela Rudolph, said “Over 
the years, Rebel has served 
his country, his community, 
and Coryell County very 
well. I’m just very flattered 

that I was able to meet Rebel 
and get to know him. He’s 
taught me a lot. He’s just an 
all-around great guy.”

Senior Center Food Service 
Manager, Camilla Edge said 
“When I first started work-
ing here, within the second 
week I knew I couldn’t live 
without that bossy man. 
He’s just awesome.”

“It’s been said that Rebel 
is the heart of the senior 

center and that’s very much 
the truth,” Rudolph said.

Brown was presented 
with a signed certificate of 
service appreciation which 
stated, “These words on a 
piece of paper can never 
say enough to tell you how 
much we appreciate all the 
things you do for us. Wheth-
er it’s in the kitchen in your 
little white cap, then serving 
our meals; going out to buy 

BINGO prizes, then calling 
BINGO games; or chang-
ing the battery in a clock 
so we will know the correct 
time or any other chore that 
needs to be done, it’s always 
‘ask Rebel, he’ll take care of 
it’ and he always does.”

The Gatesville Senior Cen-
ter declared that July 20, 
2023, will be known as Reb-
el Brown Day.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Ronald Lock, pictured right, presents Rebel Brown with a handmade token of appreciation.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A cake was made especially for Brown which was decorated with BINGO letters and numbers since he 
has been in charge of calling for BINGO for several years.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Camilla Edge, Food Service Manager at the center, presented Brown with a certificate of service appre-
ciation.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Eilleen and Ed Stacy, pictured right, presented Brown with a proclamation naming July 20 as “Rebel 
Brown Day” at the Gatesville Senior Center.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Rev. Lee O. Ford prayed over Brown and thanked God for Brown’s service to the senior center and the 
Gatesville community.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A gift box topped with helium balloons was presented to Brown which, when opened, raised a string of 
cash that congregate members had gathered for him.


