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Scott Albert, who has served as Gatesville’s city manager for a little over two months, keeps a busy schedule.

Albert enjoys an adventurous career
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Gatesville City Manager Scott Albert recently cel-
ebrated his two-month anniversary on the job, and on 
July 12 he talked to the Gatesville Lions Club about the 
life experiences that have led him to this point.

“It’s been a very busy two months,” Albert said. “It 
feels like it’s been a year already.”

Albert has kept a full schedule from the start, and 
said the city is looking at about $21 million in capital 
improvements that will not require the raising of taxes.

“During my entire career I have not raised taxes, and 
I don’t plan to raise taxes here, either,” he said.

Albert’s interest in public service began when he was 
a student at the University of Texas at Dallas, when he 
took a class and was inspired by Plano City Manager 
Tom Muehlenbeck.

“It was a light bulb moment,” Albert said. “I thought, 
‘What an interesting career. Where else could you go 
and serve to make a difference in communities and 
lives at that level?’”

Albert changed his major from economics and fi-

nance to public administration, saying Muehlenbeck 
inspired him.

“I learned that I really am a servant at heart,” Albert 
said. “That’s what led me to a career in public service.”

After serving as an intern in the city of Plano’s bud-
get department, Albert had an opportunity to enroll 
in the city’s management training program, where he 
was given a chance to work in several different depart-
ments and see how a city’s day-to-day operations were 
carried out.

“It was probably one of the best experiences of my 
life as far as education,” he said. The day he graduated 
with a master’s degree in public affairs, the mayor of 
Springtown called and offered Albert an opportunity 
to serve as the city administrator.

“It was one of the best experiences of my life,” Al-
bert said. “I really loved Springtown. I was there a year 
and a half or two years, and then a friend called and 
encouraged me to apply for a job opening in Fairview, 

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

While final approval awaits, Gatesville City Manager Scott 
Albert has submitted a budget preview to the Gatesville City 
Council that requests a budget of $21,934,977 for the 2024 
fiscal year - a 25% increase from the city’s $16,412,014 bud-
get for 2023.

“If I were sitting in your shoes I’d say, ‘OK, how are we 
going to pay for this?’” Albert told the council. He then pre-
sented a detailed list of areas in which the city is expecting 
additional revenues. This includes:

* $3,679,967 in grants and American Recovery Plan funds
* $309,568 in sale tax
* $261,373 in property tax
* $170,522 in interfund transfers
* $335,947 in water sales
* $319,414 in sewer charges
* $342,281 for sanitation
* $31,366 for municipal franchise fees, which reflects a 6% 

change in rates.
The total anticipated additional revenues are $5,450,438.
Grants are expected to help cover the cost of the Lovers 

Lane project currently underway, work on water plant la-
goons, the drainage master plan and two water plant clari-
fiers. These grants total $3,679,967.

In a presentation to the council, Albert said sales tax rev-
enues budgeted for the 2024 fiscal year were increased by 
12% compared to the previous year, which amounts to $2.9 
million ($2.6 million was budgeted for the 2023 fiscal year).

“This adjustment was made since current year collections 
have exceeded the estimated budget numbers by 13.8%,” Al-
bert said.

From October 2022 through June 2023, sales tax revenues 
have risen from 5% to 19% each month compared to the pre-
vious fiscal year.

Gatesville’s Shea Harp’s love for library began at an early age
BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

At the age of 8, Shea Harp began volun-
teering at the library and, in her words, “I 
was just trying to get out of the pre-school 
story time.” 

Even at that young age, Harp had already 
begun her love of reading. 

“I loved books as a little girl. I would look 
at the picture books and come up with my 
own story just by looking at the pictures. I 
could read Junie B. Jones (a book series) all 
by myself by first grade,” Harp said.

When librarian Faye Nichols retired after 
28 years, Harp was named interim librarian. 
She became the official librarian on April 20.

Harp was home-schooled from sixth grade 
until her graduation. When she was 14 years 

old, Faye Nichols allowed her to start offi-
cially volunteering at the library. In 2015, 
she became one of two volunteers to be 
hired, and she’s been there ever since.

After receiving her high school diploma in 
2016, she began attending classes at Central 
Texas College. Eventually, she transferred 
to Texas A&M Central Texas where she re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in social work. 

“I did all of this while working at the li-
brary in part-time and full-time capacities,” 
she said.

When asked if she always wanted to be a 
librarian, Harp replied “I did not. I remem-
ber being told as a child that I needed to be a 
librarian one day and I decided that was not 
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County updates 
work progress
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Demolition of the old county jail and the nearby build-
ing that previously housed the Texas Department of Public 
Safety is complete - and under budget.

“Sierra Demolition has finished with all the sites, and 
they’ve come $24,000 under budget,” said Commissioner 
Ryan Basham. “I’m very pleased with how they handled it. 
They did a very good job.”

Commissioner Scott Weddle also voiced his endorsement 
of work done.

“They’ve been an outstanding vendor,” he said. “We have a 
lot of movement going on.”

Weddle said S3 of San Antonio was scheduled to do a walk-
through of the jail to assess camera needs.

One of the biggest costs related to the camera system is 
viewing stations, and County Judge Roger Miller asked what 
makes them “so special” as to warrant those costs.

“I’m going to guess it’s just like anything - it’s a closed 
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Trinity Baptist Church
A Church That Cares

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor

1506 W. Main Street, Gatesville, TX
Church 865-8495 | Pre-school 248-0041

Mission Statement: 

“The family of Trinity Baptist 
Church exists to love God and 
people, teach God’s Word, and 
to help all mankind to follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ in
absolute obedience.”

BTC
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Riding Club hosts summer playday

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville Riding Club hosted a Playday Saddle Series on Saturday, July 15. Riders of the ages 9 through 18 competed in pole exhibitions.
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Say hello to our neighbor, 
Brennen Mata!

Brennen is the Social Media Marketer at On Point Re-
alty and fulfills other responsibilities throughout the 
community. He started his journey at On Point Realty 
six months ago and loves interacting with new people 
each day. He has lived in Gatesville all his life and enjoys 
being part of such a close community. Brennen reads 
The Gatesville Messenger and likes to see what upcom-
ing events are happening around town.

If you happen to see Brennen around town, say hello! 
He is one of us!

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Brennen Mata

Folksaround town

Almost 30 years ago, I was 
in the horse business and 
owned a significant num-
ber of equines. There were 
several stallions as well as 
broodmares and perfor-
mance show horses. I loved 
it when the mares would 
foal out and I could witness 
the innocence of their ba-
bies. Watching them stand 
for the first time or learning 
to walk and run was so in-
teresting and amusing. 

Once foals were placed 
out in the pasture to graze 
and exercise, I was remind-
ed of watching human chil-
dren going to kindergarten. 
The foals would run, play, 
annoy and aggravate the 
other foals and their moth-
ers. They would learn from 
the other animals as they 
experienced their new sur-
roundings. It was always 
interesting to watch a foal 
ease over and try to nurse 
off a mare other than their 
mother and see the mare 
turn and gently bite or “cow 
kick” the intruder to teach it 
to stay with its own mom. A 
lesson learned.

It was spring, the grass had 
just turned green, and I had 
let three, two-year-old fillies 
out into a small pasture of 
about 10 acres. The field 
had a board fence around 
the perimeter so there was 
no fear of the young horses 

getting caught up in a wire 
fence or barbed wire. There 
was a pond for the horses 
to drink from, and the grass 
had to be tantalizing to the 
youngsters who had been 
eating nothing but hay or 
grain all winter. The pasture 
even had a little stand of 
tightly bunched trees which 
would provide some shade 
if the spring sun became too 
warm.

I led the horses from the 
barn, through the pasture 
gate, removed their halters 
and turned them loose. Im-
mediately they took off run-
ning as a group, kicking up 
their heels, bucking, nicker-
ing, and in general, celebrat-
ing life. It was spring and it 
was obvious they felt good 
about being out in the sun-
shine with plenty of grass to 
eat. It only took a short time 
before all three horses had 
their heads down, content 
with their surroundings and 
the fresh grass they were 
consuming.

I went about my chores, 
only occasionally glancing 
at the three. After complet-
ing a few additional tasks, I 
went to the house to grab a 
morning cup of coffee, only 
to be interrupted by one of 
the farmhands. All he could 
say was, “You are not going 
to believe this!” 

As I quickly followed the 

farmhand towards the pas-
ture, my mind raced. Had 
one of the horses stepped in 
a hole and broken a leg? Did 
a dog or a coyote run them 
through the fence? My heart 
was pounding!

As I got closer, I could 
see two of the horses fac-
ing and staring at the third. 
She was also standing in the 
middle of the little clump of 
trees. From a distance the 
situation looked innocent 
enough. What was the farm 
hand talking about?

As I got to the trees, it 
was clear what had hap-
pened. Years ago, two of 
the trees had sprouted only 
a few feet apart. Over time 
they had grown to nearly 20 
feet high, but their trunks 
at the base were only 30- or 
so inches apart. The young 
animal had been grazing 
and thus had its head down 
as it walked along and ate. 
It grazed between the two 
trees and kept grazing and 
moving forward. The prob-
lem was that once the horse 
moved forward, the trunck 
of the two trees touched the 
horse’s sides. A horse’s nat-
ural reaction when startled 
is to run. When this mare 
felt something touch its 
sides, it became startled and 
ran forward. Unfortunately, 
the space between the two 
trees was so small the horse 
could not pass. This made 
matters worse, because 
when the horse felt like it 
was stuck, instinct told it to 
run forward to get free, and 
it became even more stuck. 
Now the horse was wedged 
so tightly between the two 
trees that it could not move 
at all!

I will never be able to rep-
licate the glance my young 
horse gave me when I ar-
rived. Her look was a mix-
ture of embarrassment, 

fear, and being ashamed for 
having gotten themselves in 
such a position. While I was 
concerned for my mare’s 
health and welfare, it was 
also hard not to laugh at the 
predicament. A horse stuck 
in a tree?

After assessing the situa-
tion, I tried to push the horse 
back through the opening 
to no avail. The mare was 
simply wedged too tightly. 
I tried dishwashing soap, 
but even its slippery nature 
was not enough to free the 
imprisoned equine. It finally 
came down to either cutting 
down one of the trees or get-
ting the tractor and placing 
a rope around the horse to 
pull the horse backwards to-
wards freedom.

Turns out the tractor did 
a pretty good job of freeing 
the animal. The horse had a 
few scrapes on its side but 
was otherwise uninjured. 
For me, I learned that horses 
can somehow find a way to 
get themselves in trouble 
seemingly no matter what 
precautions you take. They 
are just as curious as us hu-
mans and just as apt to get 
in trouble.

From that time on the 
young mare and I had a 
bond. It is like she under-
stood I had rescued her and 
perhaps she was hoping 
I would not tell the other 
horses of her embarrassing 
situation. I never told this 
story to an outsider until the 
horse had passed. Friends 
don’t tell on their friends…
do they?

Thought for the day: Do 
something good and no one 
sees it. Do something em-
barrassing and it feels like 
it is going to be on the na-
tional news.

Until next time…I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

You’ve got to be kidding me…a horse 
stuck in a tree?

Sponsored by

T
here is something unique about the re-

lationship between a human being and 

a horse. Like all emotionally satisfying 

connections, the relationship between 

man and horse is based on trust, communica-

tion, and acceptance. Over time the horse learns 

to speak “human” and the man learns to speak 

“horse.”

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated colum-
nist and newspaper executive. He is 
also an author, playwright, actor and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

Upcoming Events

* Saturday, July 22: The 125th anniversary celebration of 
the Coryell County Courthouse from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
courthouse.

* Saturday, July 22: GISD Choir bake sale, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Vintage Royalty, 2401 Business Highway 36, Suite 100.

* Monday, July 24: Gatesville Independent School District 
Board of Trustees meeting, 5:30 p.m. in the GISD Adminis-
tration Building, 311 S. Lovers Lane.

* Tuesday, July 25: Coryell County Commissioners Court, 
9 a.m. in the County Annex Building, 800 E. Main St.across 
from the Gatesville Post Office.

* Tuesday, July 25: Gatesville City Council, 5:30 p.m. July 
25 in the Gatesville Council Chamber, 110 Eighth St., across 
from the Gatesville Public Library.

* Wednesday, July 26: Gatesville Lions Club meeting at the 
Junction on Route 36 restaurant, 1216 N. Highway 36 By-
pass.

* Thursday, July 27: Gatesville Exchange Club meeting at 
7 a.m. at the Junction on Route 36 restaurant, 1216 N. High-
way 36 Bypass.

Summer Sizzle

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A sign outside the Gatesville Independent School District Administration Building showing the tem-
perature shows the intense summer heat of 109 degrees.

going to happen. However, while working 
on my social work degree, I realized how 
much I could help my community through 
the library. After I graduated, I decided I 
wanted to work towards my library degree 
and one day be the head librarian.”

While working under Faye Nichols, Harp 
admits that she learned a great deal from 
her – especially patience and determination. 

“Most of what I know about the operation 
of a library, I learned from watching her 
through the years,” she said. “I will follow 
what I have learned from her, and the class-
es I will be taking in the future.”

As librarian, Harp said that her main goal 
is to have the library meet the needs of the 
community through books, technology, and 
education.

“One of the programs we are starting this 
fall is resume classes. I am excited to use 
this program as an opportunity to give our 
community a hand up when it comes to 
finding employment. Another project I have 
in the works is providing more free tax ser-
vices next year,” Harp said.

People may wonder exactly what kind of 
books a librarian might read during their off 
time. 

“I read everything and anything I can get 
my hands on, no matter the genre or format. 
When it comes to non-fiction books, I like 
to read the quirky ones that no one thinks 
about reading. My fiction books are usually 
picked out by my current mood,” she said.

Growing up, Harp confesses that her fa-
vorite children’s books included “There 
Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly” and 
“Hank the Cowdog” series.

When asked what her favorite books of all 
time are, Harp narrowed it down to the se-
ries books “Elsie Dinsmore,” the novel “The 
Book Thief,” a classic “The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame,” non-fiction “The Body Keeps 
Score,” and, of course, her Bible. 

“All five of these books are my comfort 
reads. I read these several times a year and 
own several editions,” she added.

While continuing her job as librarian at 
the Gatesville Public Library, Harp plans to 
attend Texas Women’s University where she 
will pursue her master’s degree in library 
science.

About being librarian, Harp explains, “I 
love working with patrons. I have many pa-
trons who come in weekly, bi-weekly, and 
even once a year, but when they come in, it 
is like no time has passed. If I can make a 
person’s day by giving them a smile or doing 
my best to see their task/project completed, 
then it is a good day.”

HARP
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“If I can make a person’s day by 

giving them a smile or doing my 

best to see their task/project com-

pleted, then it is a good day.”

SHEA HARP

system,” Weddle said. “It’s in or-
der for S3 to program the system. 
They are $5,000.”

“That’s why I asked the ques-
tion,” Miller said. “That seems high 
- not crazy.”

Weddle said during a July 13 
walk-through the jail’s air handlers 
were assessed so the vendor could 
determine the best way to install 
them. The county is committed to 
purchasing two new handlers for 
certain, with the possibility of oth-
ers to be considered.

During work on the jail expan-
sion project, Weddle said “they hit 
water at 12 feet while drilling and 

were able to pump it out.”
So far, the Leon Street Annex 

is $24,500 under budget, Weddle 
said, adding that the engineering 
firm working on the project has 
determined there is no need for a 
detention pond.

“Southwest Architects can put a 
preliminary plan out,” he said.

“The biggest topic - there is a 
lot of talk about a server room,” 
Weddle said. “The court had de-
cided not to make that our server 
site. I had a meeting to talk about a 
server room. We can eliminate of-
fice space and turn it into a future 
server room.”

He said Southwest Architects 
will give a preliminary cost esti-
mate for locating a server room at 
the Leon Street Annex.

“The Halon (fire suppression 
system) will probably be the big-
gest cost,” Weddle said.

“We have determined there is 
ample space and room for future 
expansion. We would have room if 
we decide to move the server from 
the rental spot in Waco into the 
county.”

County Attorney Brandon Belt 
talked about the server in relation 
to the Coryell County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

“We have a plan - it may be a 
loose plan,” he said. “The sheriff’s 
office really needs to be hardwired 
in. They have a lot of systems go-
ing. Long-term, we’ve got to get 
that hard-wired in. Then it’s not 
far from the courthouse. Then if 
we get the courthouse wired in, 

we’re way down the road to getting 
where we want to be.”

“I’m 99% sure that’s already in 
the plans,” Weddle said. “As we 
progress through this, we have op-
portunities.”

Belt said having a local server “is 
our best solution. It’s going to be 
there for a long time. I don’t think 
we have a choice.”

County Judge Roger Miller said 
resolving server concerns will ben-

efit the county.
“It would be my hope - how do 

we get more modernized?” Miller 
said. “This would be the first time 
the county invests in a server 
room. We’re already investing a 
considerable amount of money 
into this new building.

“I would think it would be a good 
idea to heed the advice of the tech-
nical experts and have a server 
room. The costs are truly minimal 
because the distances are so short. 
Do we want to bore to install fiber 
or pay pole fees?

“I hope to tie buildings in with 
fiber and it becomes a closed sys-
tem which reduces the amount of 
data we’re putting on the internet. 
We become much more efficient 
and much more secure.” 

COUNTY
FROM PAGE A1

“It would be my hope - 

how do we get more mod-

ernized?”

ROGER MILLER
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Local man organizing jail ministry

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Don Strieber considers 
himself a newcomer to Co-
ryell County, having lived in 
the area since about 2006, 
but he’s a man on a mission 
when it comes to reaching 
people with the gospel.

Strieber, who has a back-
ground with previous prison 
and jail ministries, is look-
ing to start a ministry to 
reach Coryell County Jail 
inmates and offer them 
partial advice for improv-
ing their lives, as well as the 
life-changing hope he says 
comes through the love of 
Christ.

“I had an epiphany from 
Christ on many levels to 
do things in my old age,” 
Strieber said. “David Green, 
the CEO of Hobby Lobby 
(and an outspoken Chris-
tian) and the Bible have set 
me on fire. I want to work 
with men, and I want to work 
in unity and community. I’m 
not a one-man show.”

He said the county jail 
previously had an active jail 
ministry that stopped when 
COVID-19 concerns arose in 
early 2020, and he is hoping 
to revive it.

“I met with Sheriff (Scott) 
Williams and learned the 
jail has some space issues, 
but there is an expansion 
planned and they’ll be get-
ting 48 new beds,” Strieber 
said. “Right now he doesn’t 
have a common area, so 
we’d have to go in and meet 
with guys one-on-one in a 
small area. That can change 
once there’s a common area, 
but it’s what we’re going to 
have to do to see inmates.”

Strieber said he previously 
volunteered at the Texas 
Department of Corrections 
Hughes Unit for about 15 
years, “so I have a back-
ground of working with in-
mates. Many have had a real-
ly tough life. One was put on 
the streets at the age of 5 or 
6, when a step-dad pushed 
him out and said he didn’t 
want him around anymore. 

So, at that age, he was on his 
own.”

Strieber said he plans to 
have men ministering to 
male inmates and women 
volunteers working with fe-
male inmates.

“The message is ‘We Care 
About You,’” he said. “One 
thing for them to know is 
this is valuable to them right 
now. They will have an op-
portunity to choose to par-
ticipate.

“There are three things. 
We deal in truth, and we 
will advise them how to get 
the best from the time they 
spend on this unit. We will 
give advice about their time 
in the world. When you send 
people from jail or prison to 
the streets, sometimes they 
go back to their old ways. 
We need to love them like 
Jesus loves them and point 
them to programs that can 
help them. 

“We will offer them advice 
about their eternity. This is 
where we can step up and be 
courageous and talk to them 
about their eternity. Let’s 

face it guys, there’s one of 
two places we go when we 
die.”

Strieber said there is not a 
local homeless shelter, and 
he hopes that will change. 
But beyond being just a 
homeless shelter, he hopes 
the community will offer a 
one stop shop to help meet 
“people’s needs in life and in 
Christianity.”

Volunteer times are flex-
ible but will likely be dur-
ing the day Monday through 
Friday. He said the meetings 
with inmates will likely be 
20-30 minutes and will allow 
volunteers to get to know in-
mates before reading them 
chapters of the Bible.

“I want to let the inmates 
know that we are people 
who believe in Jesus and if 
they choose to meet with us, 
they will receive grand ben-
efits both now and in their 
eternity,” Strieber said.

If you are interested in 
working with Strieber as 
a volunteer, call 254-865-
8565.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Don Strieber hopes to enlist local volunteers to help with a new jail 
ministry.

Texas.
“I was hesitant 

because my wife 
and I enjoyed liv-
ing in Springtown. 
But I saw Fair-
view was a grow-
ing area, and it 
would be a good 
step in my career. 
I learned a lot 
about develop-
ment there and 
spent about five 
years there.”

Albert then took 
a city leadership job in Celina and worked 
there for more than four years.

“Celina covers 99 square miles and will 
be the largest city in Collin County when it 
builds out.” (Plano, with more than 285,000 
people, currently holds that distinction).

While working in Celina, Albert discovered 
he had kidney cancer.

“It really changed my life and changed 
my focus,” he said. “This was in 2005, and 
I went back to work with a different mind-
set. I backed off my career and took a job 
with The Economist, which did utility rate 
and impact fee studies in Texas and also 
Arizona.”

Albert said he received another call from a 
friend who asked him “what I thought about 
going overseas and embedding with Marines 
in Fallujah (in Iraq).”

Although he had never served in the mili-
tary, Albert said he was intrigued by the 
idea.

“After 9/11, I thought I needed to make 
my contribution to my country,” Albert said. 
“I went to Fallujah in September or Octo-
ber 2005 and embedded with the Marines 
at Camp Baharia, which had replaced Camp 
Fallujah.”

When Albert first arrived in Iraq, he flew 
into the airbase in Baghdad and spent two 
or three days there before he went to Camp 
Baharia.

“I got sicker than a dog with all the fecal 
matter in the air, my body had to adjust,” 
he said.

A Chinook helicopter picked him up to 
take him to his next destination.

“I was the lone civilian,” Albert said. 
“There were pilots and gunners on board, 
and it was about 2 or 3 a.m. We landed at the 
Fallujah base, and a Marine carried my bag 
and told me to wait there for somebody to 
pick me up. They took off, and I was alone in 
the middle of the night in Fallujah. I didn’t 
see anyone around.”

Finally, a Marine arrived and took him to 
Camp Baharia.

“I was originally going to do this for about 
6-9 months,” Albert said. “The time I spent 
with the Marines and what we accomplished 
was incredible. There were a lot of good sto-
ries that you didn’t hear about.”

One of the major projects Albert was in-
volved in was helping to oversee construc-
tion of the Fallujah wastewater treatment 
plant.

“It was an over $100 million project and 
the largest wastewater treatment plant in 
Iraq,” Albert said.

U.S. Ambassador Ryan Crocker asked Al-
bert to be his “eyes and ears” when it came 
to the Fallujah plant.

“It was 80% complete and seven civilians 
had lost their lives (during construction)” 
Albert said. He was asked whether the work 
on the project should continue, and Albert 
recommended that it be completed.

At another area, Lt. Col. Matthew Lopez 
told Albert he wanted him to help oversee 
projects to decrease the violence in the area.

“I met with the mayor and the elders, and 

28 water projects were identified which 
were desperately needed,” Albert said. “The 
purpose was to improve the quality of life 
in Iraq and also to put money back into the 
district.”

When U.S. forces took over reconstruction 
efforts in Iraq, all members of the Baathist 
Party were dismissed and sent home, Albert 
said.

“The problem was all the professionals 
were Baathist, because Saddam (Hussein, 
the former leader) was a Baathist, and if you 
wanted a job, you were also a Baathist.”

Some of the unemployed men became 
involved in setting up explosive traps and 
shooting at Americans and Allied troops.

By once again allowing the men to work in 
constructive ways, “it calmed the communi-
ty and you could see a decrease in violence,” 
Albert said.

He found the work challenging and re-
warding and stayed overseas working on 
various construction projects much longer 
than he anticipated - both in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

“I basically stayed involved for about five 
years between Iraq and Afghanistan,” Albert 
said. “I joined USAID (the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development) and went between 
Iraq and Afghanistan working on different 
projects.

“At the end of that time I was ready to 
come home, and my family was ready for me 
to come home - I was tired. The entire time 
I was overseas I worked seven days a week. 
I said all I wanted to do was go home, sit 
at Starbucks and have a tea and just watch 
people.”

Although spending so much time overseas 
was a sacrifice for Albert and his family, he 
said, “they realized this was something re-
ally important to me. I enjoy making a dif-
ference in people’s lives. That’s why I’m a 
public servant.”

When Albert returned to Texas, he worked 
for the Riverbend Water Resources District 
in East Texas, which he said was about to 
be shut down by the state’s Sunset Advisory 
Committee.

“East Texas is an area where we have abun-
dant surface water, so it’s very important to 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area,” Albert said. He 
was able to help put the district on the right 
path and the state opted to keep the district 
operational.

Albert then worked for three years as city 
manager in Hondo, Texas before coming to 
Gatesville.

“Here I am in Gatesville, Texas and I 
couldn’t be happier,” Albert said. He has 
relatives in both the San Antonio area and in 
North Texas, so Gatesville is a central loca-
tion for his family.

“It’s a beautiful area and the potential 
is outstanding,” he said. “We have a great 
downtown area, auditorium and access to 
the (Leon) river, and there’s so much oppor-
tunity.”

Albert pointed to the growth of the Gran-
bury area as an example of what Gatesville 
has the potential to become, and also re-
called when McKinney was much smaller.

“I think the same potential is here in 
Gatesville, as well,” he said.

“I’m here to hopefully make a difference 
in Gatesville and to serve the community 
and every one of you as well.”

ALBERT
FROM PAGE A1

The latest certified property appraisal 
roll for the city shows property values of 
$532,448,691, which is a 13% increase for 
the previous year. A memo to the coun-
cil states that “the new taxable value from 
property and improvements added to the 
city’s tax roll is $7,945,140. The city antici-
pates receiving $261,373 more in property 
tax proceeds.

Interfund transfers will involve moving 
money from the water and sewer funds to 
the city’s general fund.

“These transfers are made with the pur-
pose of covering 50% of operating expenses 
related to administration, fleet services, as 

well as salaries of the civic center manager 
and eclipse coordinator.”

Cheri Shepherd, who previously served 
as the director of the city’s Convention and 
Visitors Bureau before she retired earlier 
this year, has been hired as the city’s eclipse 
coordinator. Gatesville has been identified 
as a prime viewing location for the April 8, 
2024, eclipse, which is expected to bring a 
substantial number of tourists into the com-
munity. Shepherd will help to oversee the 
city’s plans regarding the eclipse.

Morgan Smart was hired as the civic center 
manager and was expected to start July 20.

Albert noted that in the preliminary 
budget plan, expenses exceed revenues by 
$111,123, but told the council, “We’ll have 
that worked out by the time we bring a bud-
get to you on the 25th (of July).”

BUDGET
FROM PAGE A1

Scott Albert

“Here I am in Gatesville, Texas, 

and I couldn’t be happier. It’s a 

beautiful area and the potential 

is outstanding. ... There’s so much 

opportunity.”

SCOTT ALBERT

City waives fees to attract more sports tournaments

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

In an effort to attract more amateur 
sporting events to Gatesville, the Gates-
ville City Council has approved a recom-
mendation for city Parks & Recreation 
Director Seth Phillips to waive the col-
lection of gate fees for baseball and soft-
ball tournaments.

The city will instead charge a smaller 
field use fee of $125 per field.

City Manager Scott Albert explained 
this is a two-year pilot project to deter-
mine response to the gate fee waiver.

A memo to the Council noted that sev-
eral other cities, including Taylor, Hark-
er Heights, Stephenville, Killeen, and 
Waco, already use this incentive.

“We’ve got some exciting interest in 
our city - people are looking to host 
tournaments here,” Phillips said. “We 
want to host them because it stimulates 
tourism and is good for the economy.”

Phillips explained the waiver of gate 
fees will decrease city revenues by about 
$5,345.

The memo to the Council stated, “If we 
waive the option for the city to collect 

the gate fees, the USSSA (United States 
Specialty Sports Association) Baseball 
has verbally agreed to host seven tour-
naments during the fall and spring sea-
sons, and we believe Small Town Select 
Tournaments will continue to host sev-
en or eight tournaments.”

The memo stated that city staff are 
also planning to pursue the idea of host-
ing Texas Teen-Age district and state 
tournaments.”

Phillips pointed to a study done for 
Greensburg, Indiana, which has a popu-
lation of 11,000 and the impact of host-
ing youth baseball tournaments.

If 50 teams participate with an average 
of 13 players, and family travels with 
the team, there is a significant boost to 
the local economy in terms of potential 
lodging, dining, shopping and fuel pur-
chases.

Phillips said on a recent Saturday, 
3,007 people entered the Gatesville 
Sports Complex during a tournament.

He said USSSA hosts both statewide 
and national tournaments.

“I believe people will come from fur-
ther away to visit our city,” Phillips said. 

“Right now, we host about eight Small 
Town Select tournaments, and we want 
to host 6-8 USSSA tournaments. This 
will benefit hotels, restaurants and 
stores and we should see an increase in 
sales taxes and hotel/motel taxes that 
will offset the loss of gate fees.”

Councilman Greg Casey asked if host-
ing additional tournaments would inter-
fere with local youth leagues.

“We have limited fields, so it will im-
pact practice times and it will be an ex-
tra burden on my department,” Phillips 
said. “It takes a lot of time to host events, 
plus clean-up. We may need some mon-
ey for overtime. With increased revenue, 
it will more than offset those costs.”

Mayor Pro Tem Meredith Rainer asked 
if the tournaments bring in more money 
for the city, whether those funds can be 
put back into supporting the parks and 
recreation system.

“Absolutely,” City Manager Albert 
said. “We can use HOT (hotel occupancy 
tax) funds to finance lights (at fields) as 
well.”

The Council approved the recommen-
dation for a two-year trial run.

Passing the Torch

COURTESY PHOTO BY U.S. ARMY SPC. CHEYNE HANOSKI

Maj. Gen. John B. Richardson IV, outgoing division command-
er, hands the division colors to Lt. Gen. Sean C. Bernabe, III 
Armored Corps commanding general signifying his relin-
quishment of command of the 1st Cavalry Division on July 14 
at Cooper Field, Fort Cavazos, Texas. The change of command 
ceremony is a tradition where the outgoing commander sym-
bolically relinquishes command and authority by passing the 
division’s colors to the presiding officer, who will hand the col-
ors to the incoming commander, thus beginning a new era of 
leadership for the incoming commander and the division.



Staff Reports

Central Texas Roots will 
hold its monthly meeting on 
Saturday, August 12 from 
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. The meet-
ing will be held at Junction 
on Route 36 located at 1216 
TX-36 N. in Gatesville. There 
will be plant swaps, seed 
swaps, light refreshments, 
and a door prize.

The meeting will consist 
of a two-minute tutorial re-
garding easy plant identifi-

cation, a local educational 
speaker with hands on expe-
rience, a drawing for a door 
prize, and a preorder signup 
for t-shirts.

Central Texas Roots meets 
on the second Saturday of 
each month. Meetings have 
included educational speak-
ers, Dutch treat meals, shar-
ing of seeds and plant ideas, 
door prizes, refreshments, 
and conversation.

Each meeting is free for 

the public to attend, and 
everyone is encouraged to 
bring family and friends 
who have a passion for gar-
dening.

Be sure to join the Central 
Texas Roots Facebook page 
for updates and informa-
tion on future meetings and 
events. 

For more information con-
tact Celia Schultz-Sellers at 
254-206-6355.

Samuel Belt, Kinsey 
Gardner, and Costin Alli-
son travelled to The Royal 
Highland Show in Edinburg, 
Scotland where they com-
peted in the livestock judg-
ing contest. Only a select 
few teams from the United 
States qualified to travel 
and join the Young Farm-
ers Association in Scotland 
to compete at their county 
fair. The Coryell County 
team visited Scotland, Ire-
land, and London over a 

two-week period and were 
taken on many tourist at-
tractions and farm visits 
where they could see how 
farming in the UK com-
pared to the United States.

Frank and Susie Hopson 
have returned home from 
a trip with cooler weather. 
They spent time in Van-
couver, B.C. and then took 
a cruise up the coastline 
of Alaska aboard The Sea 
Whisper.

Kelsey Sage spent the 

week in Gulf Shores, AL. 
She enjoyed time relax-
ing on the beach with 
her parents, Randy and 
Tracy Sage. Brother Cal 
Sage and niece Davie 
Sage also joined in the 
fun.

Bobby and Nelda 
Carothers are settling 
into their vacation 
house on Lake LBJ, in 
Marble Falls.

Mound Cowboy 
Church and White 
Mound Baptist Church 
children’s group with 
Jennifer Mann took 
twenty-eight kids to 
Kidz Kamp at Latham 
Springs Camp & Retreat 
Center in Aquilla for a 
week. There were six 

decisions for Christ. This 
year’s theme was BOLD 
FOR CHRIST.

The Mound community 
would like to say congratu-
lations to Miss Aubree Ann 
and Olivia Lois Long. They 
are the children of Zach 
and Amanda Long.

Aubree Ann Long had her 
final run in the Gatesville 
Riding Club saddle series 
with her new saddle and Ol-
ivia Lois Long won a buckle 

in the Gatesville Play Day 
event Saturday.

Mr. Felton Romane 
Thompson died Wednes-
day July 12. Graveside 
services were held Mon-
day morning at Restland 
Cemetery in Gatesville. Mr. 
Thompson went to school 
in the Mound community 
and graduated from Gates-
ville High School. Felton 
was the cousin of the late 
Lois (Cole) Hopson.

Summer McClellan and 
Ashley Danielle Hartman of 
Fort Worth visited over the 
weekend with Frank and 
Susie Hopson.

McKenzie Jagger and Jon-
sey Newman of Gatesville 
visited one day during the 
week with Don and Sue 
Jones.

Several people of Mound 
attended the 77th annual 
Hampton Family Reunion 
at the Historic Pearl Com-
munity Center (Friday, Sat-
urday, and Sunday) July 14 
to 16.

Barbara’s Notes:  Hap-
py Birthday to Miss Anna 
Grace McPherson 

BY BARBARA HOPSON

Mound News Correspondent

L
ittle Miss Emma Beth Hopson was honored 

for her very first birthday Sunday afternoon 

with a party with the theme (Let’s Flamin-

gle) at the home of her grandparents, David 

and Pam Hopson. Those attending were family and 

friends.
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VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

MOORE'S SERVICE CENTER

Highway 84 East

Star, TX 76880

325-948-3595 

www.mooresservicecenter.com

Save more on our L2501 tractor and handle every job with a wide range of versatile 

performance-matched attachments. Kubota tractors are rated #1 for durability and owner 

experience in the U.S.* Stop in for a demo** and to claim this offer on select models today.

- Grayscale Print Ad, Large (7.5” wide x 10” high)
- No additional headline or image options are available.
- Space is limited, confirm all your updates appear by clicking the Refresh 
Preview button.

Once complete, click Finish button. 
***Download format must be DOWNLOAD PDF for the correct file type to 
submit to your print vendor or publication.***

L2501DT       24.8 Gross HP       Durable cast iron and steel design

A heavy-duty offer for 
a heavy-duty tractor.

$0 DOWN   0% APR   84 MONTHS

SAVE UP TO $800 ON QUALIFYING IMPLEMENTS

PLUS

KubotaUSA.com

*Award based on 2021 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Tractor Study.  **Subject to availability.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2023. $0 Down, 
0% A.P.R. financing for up to 84 months on purchases of select new Kubota L2501 equipment at participating dealers in-stock inventory is 
available to qualifed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per 
$1,000 financed. Customer instant rebates include Orange Plus Attachment Instant Rebate of $300 with purchase of the second qualifying new 
implement and $500 for the third new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply. There is no rebate on the first implement purchased. Offers 
expire 09/30/23. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, 
express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety and product information see dealer or 
KubotaUSA.com.

Cone with a cop to 
be held August 2

Staff Reports 

The Gatesville Police Depart-
ment is partnering with Stude-
bakers Pizza on Wednesday, Au-
gust 2 for a free ice cream event. 
The event will be held from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. at Studebakers Pizza. 

The event will be open for the 
public to enjoy. All children will 

receive free ice cream, a kiddo 
identification card, and a chance 
to talk with our local police offi-
cers. 

Studebakers Pizza is located at 
2701 E. Main Street in Gatesville. 
For more information on the 
event contact the Gatesville Po-
lice Department at 254-865-2226. 

Staff Reports

The Governor’s Small 
Business Summit – Ste-
phenville aims to help 
Texas small business own-
ers and aspiring entrepre-
neurs reach new heights by 
connecting them with the 
resources and information 
needed to start, strengthen, 
and grow a business. 

This event offers a va-
riety of sessions bringing 
together local, state and 
federal resource partners 
to provide key insights on 
critical business topics. It’s 
also an opportunity to net-
work with other business 
owners and meet experts 
who will share timely, rel-
evant, and actionable ad-
vice on a multitude of small 
business subjects. 

Panel Topics: 

• Access to Finance and 
Funding 

• Cybersecurity: Protect-
ing Your Company in a Dig-
ital Economy

• Employee Recruitment 
and Retention

• Marketing & E-Com-
merce Essentials 

The summit is scheduled 
for July 27, 2023, from 8 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Tar-
leton State University – 
Barry B. Thompson Student 
Center Ballroom located at 
1333 W. Washington, Ste-
phenville, TX 76402. Regis-
tration is $20 and includes 
access to all sessions, lunch 
and complimentary head-
shots. 

To register, go to https://
web .cvent . com/event/
bc74f4cc-99a6-4e00-b258-
753c8c659f7c/summary

Governor’s Small 
Business Summit 
set for July 27

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Congratulations to Miss Aubree Ann 
and Olivia Lois Long

Staff Reports 

The 86th annual Gates-
ville Riding Club Rodeo will 
be held Thursday, July 27 
through Saturday, July 29. 
The rodeo starts at 7:30 
p.m. Admission is $12 for 
adults and $7 for kids ages 
6-12. Kids ages 5 and under 
get in free. 

Each night of the rodeo 
Mutton Bustin’ will be in-
cluded, which will start at 
7 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday, and at 6:30 p.m. on 
Saturday. It will be limited 
to 20 riders per night and 
there will be a $30 entry 
fee. There will also be a Calf 
Scramble, which does not 
require pre-registration. 

To register for Junior 
Barrels, call 254-493-8954 
on Monday, July 25 from 7 

p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Once again, the rodeo 

will have its “Bubble Balls 
and Bulls” event for the 
spectators to enjoy. 

Thursday will be “Military 
Appreciation Night” with 
admission fees of $10 per 
adults and $5 for kids ages 
6-12. Military ID is required 
for discount admission. 

Friday will have a “Back 
the Blue” theme, and those 
attending are encouraged 
to wear blue to support 
law enforcement officers. 
On Saturday, the rodeo will 
feature an appearance by 
the Fort Hood 1st Cavalry 
Horse Platoon. 

Gates to the rodeo will 
open at 6 p.m. The arena is 
located on Veteran’s Memo-
rial Drive in Gatesville.

Gatesville Riding 
Club Rodeo to be 
held July 27-29 

AT THE ACTIVITIES COMPLEX

FEATURING A VARIETY OF VENDORS. 

COME OUT AND SHOP BEFORE THE RODEO!

Central Texas Roots to meet 

Subscribe TodaySubscribe Today
254-865-5212254-865-5212

Local  •  Honest  •  CommunityLocal  •  Honest  •  Community



Staff Reports

Brooke Coffman of CoDa 
Canine Obedience School 
recently participated in the 
story time at the Gatesville 
Public Library.

Coffman read to the chil-

dren from the book titled 
“Being a Dog, A Tail of 
Mindfulness.” She brought 
along with her “Marvin” – 
a 10-week-old Miniature 
Dachshund who is part of 
their puppy program. The 
children at story time were 

excited about Marvin’s visit 
and enjoyed playing with 
him.

CoDa Canine Obedience is 
owned by Brooke Coffman 
and Madison Davis in Gates-
ville. The business is located 
on seven acres of land and 
serves the greater Waco, 
Woodway, Hewitt, Temple, 
and Fort Cavazos areas.

The owners tell those 
interested in using their 
services that the best time 
to train a dog is when it is 
about seven to eight months 
old, but that training can be 
effective at other ages as 
well.

A6    The Gatesville Messenger SATURDAY, July 22, 2023

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Taken by negligence 
of another, but we 
will never neglect 

your love or 
memory. Miss and 

love you deeply.

Momma & your 
Walter family

In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory
of  Eric Lindseyof  Eric Lindsey

Hours: Friday 7am-2pm and 5pm-8pm

Saturday 8am-2pm and 5pm-8pm

Sunday 8am-1pm 

Facebook: otowncafetx

254-456-3030 

106 Main St., Oglesby, TX 76561

TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST 

CHURCH
Saturday, July 29 • 9am-3pm

Ages 4 years to 5th grade
Lunch provided

Music • Crafts • Missions • Bible • Fun

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

One day 

only! 

Saturday • 5 p.m.

JULY 29
Coryell Valley Church

4995 FM 929, Gatesville

Summer 
Singing

COURTESY PHOTO

Marvin, a 10-week-old Miniature Dachshund, visited children at the Gatesville Public Library’s story 
time while Brooke Coffman with CoDa Canine Obedience School read a book titled  “Being a Dog, A Tail 
of Mindfulness.”

CoDa Canine visits story time 
at Gatesville Public Library

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

Get your message 

HEARD!

Staff Reports 

Turnersville Baptist 
Church will hold their Va-
cation Bible School on Sat-
urday, July 29 for one day 
only. The VBS will com-
mence at 9 a.m. and will 

continue through 3 p.m. 
The theme for this year 

will be Twists and Turns, 
and children ages four 
through fifth grade are 
welcome to attend. 

There will be lots of 
music, crafts, Bible time, 

snacks, fun, missions, and 
recreation.

For more information on 
VBS contact Turnersville 
Baptist Church at 254-421-
3974.

Turnersville Baptist Church 
presents Vacation Bible School

His father had a feed 
store in Meridian. The fam-
ily car was a 1951 Kaiser.

“That was my first car 
in high school, a hand me 
down family ‘51 Kaiser.”

Years later he bought a 
1951 Kaiser.  

“After I started my fam-
ily, I remarked that if I 
ever had the chance to 
buy a ‘51 Kaiser, I’d buy 
it. One day my 13-year-old 
son told me he found one 
in the newspaper and not 
only was it a Kaiser, but it 
was a ‘51 Kaiser. We im-
mediately went out and 
bought it and we still have 
that car. We’ve had it 35 
years.” 

Dan has other cars.
“We have eighteen or 

nineteen cars. Our prefer-
ence is what are called or-
phans. The manufacturer 
shut down and the models 
are non-existent.  So, we 
like Kaisers, we like Pack-
ards, we like Studebakers, 
we like Hudsons. So, we’ve 
got four Kaisers, a Fraser, 
a couple of Packards, a 
Studebaker. Right now, I’m 
looking for an AMC Pacer 
and a Gremlin and Hudson 
Hornet. They’re basically 
post-war vehicles.”

His cars are in two barns 
on his sheep farm in Me-
ridian.

“I see us as preserving 

a bit of automotive his-
tory because we like the 
orphans.”

One of his cars is truly 
collectible.

“It’s a 1954 Kaiser Dar-
rin.  It’s a sports car. They 
only made 287 of them. 
At auction it’s bringing 
upwards of two hundred 
thousand dollars. That’s 
our piece de resistance.”

Dan’s farm is a popular 
place for car lovers.

“In the last year we’ve 
had the state Rolls Royce 
Club meet here for lunch. 
We had 77 cars here. We 
have 2 Rolls Royces, a ‘57 
and a ‘76. The Bentley Club 
from the Gulf Coast also 
came here. We own a 2019 
Bentley. Last week we had 
the Ford Club out of the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. We 
really enjoy hosting the 
owners of these beautiful 
vehicles and they enjoy 
getting out and driving 
around the countryside.”  

Dan moved to Houston 
and got into the insurance 
business, but he returns 
to his hometown every 
month.

“I kind of have a new 
project. About four years 
ago I started buying build-
ings around the court-
house. I own nine of them.  
I’m trying to rejuvenate 
downtown Meridian.”

Dan collects cars and buildings

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring 
is a  newspaper columnist and 
producer of The Sound of Texas 
radio series.

D
an Markman worked on his high 

school newspaper in Meridian. 

“We’re the Yellow Jackets here in 

Meridian,” says Dan.  “And I was on 

the Jacket Jabber staff.”

Submitted Item

United Women in Faith 
(UWF) met on July 11 
in the Banquet Room of 
the Methodist Church in 
Gatesville beginning at 
5:30 p.m. Fourteen mem-
bers and one visitor were 
present. Hostesses were 
Linda Klontz and Mary 
Beth Rivers.

President Patsy Smart 
called the meeting to or-
der by leading the Bless-
ing. During refreshment 
time, Klontz led the group 
in an activity picking new 
prayer partners. Smart 
welcomed everyone in-
cluding their visitor and 
thanked the hostesses. 
She then read The Pur-
pose. Rivers read from the 
Daily Prayer Guide, and 
Velva Riddle read from Re-
sponse Magazine. 

Shirleen Chandler pre-

sented the program, a les-
son from their study book 
“Who Can We Be Togeth-
er.” The lesson was titled 
“Parable of the Barren Fig 
Tree” from Luke 13:6-9. 
Chandler presented the 
group with figs at each 
table and led in singing 
“Great is Thy Faithful-
ness.” As the scripture was 
read, members were asked 
to help themselves to a 
fig, realizing that after all 
these years we still have 
fig trees. 

In this parable, Jesus 
wants the Jews to think 
about their mission. The 
vineyard owner could be 
compared to God, who 
created the earth. The fig 
trees could be God’s peo-
ple and the gardener could 
be Jesus the Good Shep-
herd, trying to convince 
God to give the people a 
little longer to start pro-

ducing fruit.
President Smart called 

the business meeting to 
order. She urged members 
to make a pledge and pay 
their pledges soon. She 
reminded members that 
Giving Wednesday for the 
Methodist Home was July 
12. New business included 
planning their Salad Sup-
per on August 8; members 
volunteered to bring dif-
ferent types of salad. 

It will be their meeting 
to invite guests and will 
begin at 6 p.m., with mem-
bers bringing their salads 
about 5 p.m. to set up 
the meal. Mary Kafer and 
friends will bring a musi-
cal program. Chandler 
gave an update on health 
issues of some of their 
members.

Meeting adjourned with 
the Benediction.

United Women in Faith held 
July meeting

TO SUBSCRIBE:

Call 

254-865-5212 

ext. 300.
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FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area86th 
Annual Gatesville Riding Club

July 27-29 H 7:30 P.M.

Gatesville Riding Arena
Tickets: Adults $12 | Kids 6-12 $7 | Kids 5 & under free

SPECIAL EVENTS

Thursday: Military Appreciation Night
$10 Adults / $5 Kids 6-12  (with military ID)

Friday: Back the Blue
Wear blue to support our law enforcement officers
Saturday: Ft. Hood 1st Cavalry Horse Platoon

EVERY NIGHT 

Mutton Bustin’ - Limited to 20 riders/night, $30 entry
Thurs. & Fri. at 7:00 P.M. and Saturday at 6:30 P.M.
Calf Scramble - Does not require pre-registration

Bubble Balls and Bulls

Jr. Barrels - Call on Monday, July 24 from 
7-9pm to register, (254) 493-8954

GATES OPEN AT 6 P.M. 

301 VETERAN’S MEMORIAL DR.

Rodeo Contractor: Champion Rodeo Company
Go to URODEO.COM for competitor details

254-499-0054

We Service All Brands 

Installation • Refrigeration 

Residential & Commercial

Darrel Schuman, Owner

www.schumansair.com                                     
TACLA27524C

In case you 
didn’t know...

We’ve Moved!

NeNew location: w location: 
104 Petsick Lane104 Petsick Lane
Gatesville, TexasGatesville, Texas

Staff Reports

Coryell Valley Church 
will hold its Summer Sing-
ing on Saturday, July 29. 
Summer Singing will begin 
at 5 p.m.

Many projects have oc-
curred at Coryell Valley 
Church over the years. 

Projects include restoring 
the 1930’s rock church, es-
tablishing a Wesleyan con-
gregation, providing con-
certs performed by gospel 
groups, and adding a com-
munity building with rest-
rooms, showers, a kitchen, 
a loft, and Wi-Fi.

The vision of Coryell Val-

ley Church is to make an 
impact for God by helping 
people understand the en-
riching messages of eter-
nal hope given by Jesus 
Christ through His words 
and deeds.

Coryell Valley Church is 
located at 4995 FM 929 in 
Gatesville.

Submitted Item

On Friday, July 14, a 
neighborhood town hall 
meeting was held at Mount 
Calvary Church of God 
in Christ. Lee Otis Ford 
opened the meeting with 
a prayer followed by a wel-
come and opening com-
ments made by Claude 
Williams. Calvin Ford then 
introduced the panelist. 

Each panelist gave updates 
on their respective areas of 
supervision.

Dr. Barrett Pollard spoke 
about current and upcom-
ing issues at Gatesville In-
dependent School District 
which included teacher pay 
raises, homecoming, and a 
future need to renovate the 
junior high and field house. 

District Attorney Dusty 
Boyd, along with his new 

assistant DA, Katrina 
Roach, gave an overview of 
the Maps program followed 
by Gatesville Police Chief 
Brad Hunt who gave up-
dates on the police depart-
ment as well as several city 
initiatives.

Following the addresses, 
there was a period of ques-
tions and answers followed 
by a closing prayer by Wray 
Nunn.

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured left to right, Gatesville ISD superintendent Dr. Barrett Pollard, Coryell County District Attor-
ney Dusty Boyd, assistant district attorney Katrina Roach, and Gatesville Police Chief Brad Hunt.

Town hall meeting held at Mt. 
Calvary Church of God in Christ

Coryell Valley Church presents 
Summer Singing

COURTESY PHOTO

The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recently selected Gatesville Sporting Adventures as their July Member of the Month.
Representatives of the chamber were on hand to present the award. Each month, the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recognizes a 
chamber member, and those winners will also be in the running for Chamber Member of the Year, an honor awarded each year at the an-
nual chamber banquet. Gatesville Sporting Adventures, owned by Tina Zimmerman, is located at 2514 S. Texas 36 in Gatesville. They can 
be reached by calling 254-865-7009.

CHAMBER NAMES JULY MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Medicare scams are 
rampant!

This letter is to warn 
anyone on Medicare. Medi-
care scams are rampant! I 
was scammed on Friday, 
July 7, 2023. He said my 
card expired on Monday 
and Medicare would send 
me a plastic card. He had 
my Medicare number ex-
cept the last four numbers. 
I was sick and fell for it.

He asked for my weight, 
height, and my primary 
care physician. The thing 
that made my hair stand 
up was when he asked for 
my favorite color. I asked 
what my favorite color had 
to do with Medicare. He 
said the shipping depart-
ment would call me and 
they would need my favor-
ite color. I called Medi-
care. They confirmed that 
it was a scam. They said 
that Medicare would never 
send you a plastic card.

On Monday, I got a call 

about Medicare Insurance. 
I hung up. On Tuesday, 
I got a call about send-
ing me a new plastic card 
again. I kept asking him 
questions about things 
that he just told me. He 
wanted to know if I had 
Dementia, so I hung up.

On Friday, I got a call 
from Medicare saying he 
was from the shipping 
department. I hung up. 
After the call on Tuesday, I 
called Medicare. Again, she 
said Medicare will never 
call you, and she said we 
won’t get plastic cards.

I keep getting calls that 
say I’m due a new glucom-
eter from CVS. I haven’t 
dealt with them in 20 
years. Someone keeps ask-
ing me about pain in my 
back and knee. I’ve been 
hanging up. I’m debating 
asking him which knee be-
cause I’m an amputee.

Susan Curtis
Gatesville, Texas

LETTER

Staff Reports

Mission Gatesville has provided a list of items needed to fill brown bags for the com-
munity. Mission Gatesville has experienced an increase in the need for brown bags 
over the past few weeks, from passing out 15 bags a week to now over 40 brown bags 
a week.

The list includes:
- Vienna Sausage
- Tuna packets
- Ravioli cans
- Canned corn or green beans
- Small single served cereal boxes
- Mac and Cheese boxes
- One pound of rice packages
- Peanut Butter jars
- Peanut Butter crackers
- Snack sized chips
- Orange fruit cups
- Pop-Tarts, the generic brand is accepted
- Single oatmeal packs
- Squeezable Apple Sauce
- H-E-B brand bear cookie packs
- Ramen Noodles, not the cups
- Cereal or granola snack bars
- Chewable fruit snacks
- Capri-Sun cases
- Water bottles
Mission Gatesville needs 200 per item each month to stuff the brown bags.
Items can be dropped off at Mission Gatesville located at 301 N. Lutterloh Ave. In 

Gatesville. For more information contact 254-206-6021.

Mission Gatesville provides     
donation list for brown bags



CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
July 12

10:40 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2000 
block of Waco Street.

7:48 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 2800 
block of s. State Hwy. 36.

11:52 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
700 block of Bridge Street.
July 13

10:02 a.m., an armed 
suspect was reported in 
the 100 block of Avenue C.

7:31 p.m., a noise dis-
turbance was reported in 
the 1800 block of E. Leon 
Street.

10:00 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 2400 block of Business 
Hwy. 36.
July 14

1:31 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 200 block 
of Old Osage Road.

3:53 p.m., a welfare 
concern was reported in 
the 100 block of Hillcrest 
Drive.

5:27 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 

100 block of Pueblo Lane.
July 15

8:18 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2400 block of 
Business Hwy. 36.

10:17 a.m., criminal 
mischief was reported in 
the 2200 block of E. Main 
Street.

1:34 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 2200 block of E. Main 
Street.
July 16

10:19 a.m., a gas leak 
was reported in the 1200 
block of E. Main Street.

1:53 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

11:10 p.m., an accident 
was reported in the 1400 
block of State School Road.
July 17

11:30 a.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 
8700 block of W. Hwy. 84.

12:27 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 1000 block 
of State School Road.

10:03 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 200 
block of 3rd Street.

CORYELL COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
July 12

8:20 a.m., a major acci-
dent was reported in the 
2400 block of W. Hwy. 84.

9:16 a.m., a stolen ve-
hicle was reported in the 
1200 block of CR 238.

8:49 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 3600 block of CR 267.
July 13 

1:55 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
FM 2412 at Plum Creek.

8:15 a.m., found prop-
erty was reported in the 
7100 block of CR 142.

1:36 p.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 3600 block of 
CR 102.

4:35 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2200 block of 
Hay Valley Road.
July 14

4:30 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 800 block of Bluestem 
Drive.

8:46 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
S. FM 183 near Evant.

10:17 p.m., a reckless 
driver was reported on E. 

Hwy. 84 at CR 268.
July 15

8:11 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported on FM 
116.

1:27 p.m., an animal 
complaint was reported in 
the 4200 block of FM 1113.

7:40 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported on S. 
Hwy. 36 near CR 356.
July 16

8:53 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 200 block of Bob Cat 
Lane.

5:36 p.m., a grass fire 
was reported in the 1400 
block of CR 305.

8:06 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
FM 116 at Pidcoke.
July 17

7:44 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 1900 block of FM 1996.

8:14 a.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 1000 block of 
Lansberry Court.

4:50 p.m., a domestic 
disturbance was reported 
in the 300 block of FM 107.

6:59 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported on Pate Drive.
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OBITUARIES

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Betty Shults, age 93, of 
Abilene, formerly of Gates-
ville, went to be with her 
Lord and Savior on Saturday, 
July 15, 2023.  

Funeral services were held 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, July 
18, 2023, at Scotts Funeral 
Home Chapel in Gatesville, 
with Brother Floyd Brown 
and Brother A. C. Painter of-
ficiating. Interment followed 
at Turnersville Cemetery.  

Betty Lou Tickner Shults 
was born March 28, 1930, 
in Pratt, Kansas, to the late 
Wesley Caradine and Thel-
ma Curry Tickner. Betty 
liked to brag that she came 
to her senses at the age of 
nine days old and moved to 
Texas. She graduated from 
Odessa High School in Odes-
sa where she met the love of 
her life, Doug Shults. They 
were married on September 
8, 1947, and spent the next 
58 years together until he 
was called to Heaven. To 
this marriage were born two 
daughters, Libby and Anne, 
and the special blessing of 
her son, Pete. Betty lived in 
Gatesville until 2021 when 
she moved to Abilene. Above 
all, Betty loved the Lord and 
shared her faith with each 
person she met. After the 
Lord, she cherished her chil-
dren, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and great-
great grandchildren. She was 
a blessing to all who knew 
her.

After moving to Abilene, 
she was lovingly cared for by 
all the staff at Mesa Springs 
Health Care Center, espe-
cially Chase Blake, Angelica 
Wilburn, Madison Bunch and 
Sharon Hilton.  

She was preceded in death 

by her husband, Doug, son, 
Pete, her parents, W. C. and 
Thelma Tickner; and sisters, 
LaVerne Mauldin and Allie 
Spurgeon.  

Betty is survived by two 
daughters, Libby Connally 
and husband, Eddie, and 
Anne Wamba; three grand-
sons, Chuck Connally and 
wife, Amy, Jason Wamba 
and wife, Shelly, and Chris 
Connally; five great-grand-
children, Kent Lauren and 
husband, Sean, Tamara 
Wohlers and husband, Tay-
lor, Hunter Wamba and wife, 
Hannah, Cassidy Wamba, B. 
J. Anderson; and five great-
great grandchildren. She is 
also survived by her pastor 
and wife, A. C. and Pat Paint-
er; a host of friends, and her 
special four-legged child, 
“Trixie.”

Pallbearers will be Chuck 
Connally, Jason Wamba, 
Larry Warren, Shane Sutton, 
Roy Necessary and Steven 
Nichols. Honorary Pallbear-
ers will be Louis Herry, Del-
vin King, Paul Regino and 
Rodney Bond.  

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made in Betty’s 
honor to Harmony Baptist 
Church, 4921 E. Highway 84, 
Gatesville, TX 76528.

Felton Thompson, age 88, 
of Gatesville, passed away 
on Wednesday, July 12, 
2023.  

Graveside services were 
held at 10 a.m. Monday, July 
17, at Restland Cemetery, 
with Minister Deral Mc-
Whorter officiating.

Felton Romane Thomp-
son was born on October 
10, 1934, in Coryell County, 
to the late Jewel Rape and 
Almeda Cole Rape. At an 
early age, his father passed 
away and his mother mar-
ried Odie Thompson, who 
became a father to him, and 
he legally took his name. He 
went to school in the Mound 
community and graduated 
from Gatesville High School. 
He married Melda Jean Ross 
on March 6, 1961, in Okla-
homa.  They resided in Okla-
homa for many years, where 
he was a contractor as an 
oil pipeline welder. They 
moved back to Gatesville 
in 1998. His wife preceded 
him in death on November 
19, 2010. He was a member 
of Cedar Ridge Church of 
Christ.

He was also preceded in 
death by his biological fa-
ther, Jewel Rape; parents, 
Almeda and Odie Thomp-

son; daughter, Debbie 
Thompson and a son, Barry 
Thompson.

Felton is survived by his 
son, Gary Thompson and 
wife, Judy; grandchildren, 
Charlie Thompson, James 
Thompson, Steven Thomp-
son, and Jesse Diller; five 
great-grandchildren, Bran-
di Thompson, Christian 
Thompson, Trinity Thomp-
son, Heather Thompson and 
Max Thompson; and two 
great-great grandchildren, 
Avery Stocks and Logan 
Stocks.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests memorials be 
made to Cedar Ridge Church 
of Christ, 104 Cedar Ridge 
Road, Gatesville, TX 76528.

Betty Shults
March 28, 1930 – July 15, 2023

Felton Thompson
October 10, 1934 – July 12, 2023

Congratulations to these 
Pearl boys for such an awe-
some showing! The next 
event will be The Games of 

Texas in Brownsville on 
July 27 and 28! 

The next Pearl Bluegrass 
and Pearl Cottage Book-

store event will be held 
August 5. Everyone is in-
vited to attend, and you 
don’t have to worry about 
the heat as the rooms in 
the Pearl Community Cen-
ter and the Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore are air condi-
tioned! So, beat the heat, 
and come on out to Pearl 
to enjoy some wonderful 
live music, fun shopping, 
good food, and friendly 
folks! Bring friends!

The annual Atchley Fish 
Fry and Labor Day Auction 
benefiting His Kids takes 
place on September 3rd at 
the Pearl Church of Christ. 
Just a little teaser as to one 
of the items in the auc-
tion—a Grandfather Clock! 
Everyone is always invited 
to this event, and everyone 
is always invited to this 

wonderful church! Their 
service time is 10:30 a.m. 
each Sunday morning.

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Romans 
12:10—Love one another 
with brotherly affection. 
Outdo one another in 
showing honor. NIV Please 
continue to pray for much 
needed rain, praise God for 
the showers that we do get, 
and pray for those who 
serve us in the heat, rain, 
cold, and ice! 

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page and the 
Pearl Cottage Bookstore 
and Resale Shop Face-
book page! Please submit 
any Pearl news to betsyc-
lark47@yahoo.com.

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Congratulations to our Pearl boys

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News                      
Correspondent

T
he Ray Family trekked to Waco for 

the Regional TAAF last week where 

Trent got first in Discus and second 

in Shotput in the 18-year-old divi-

sion, and Riley got eighth in Discus. 

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

Lesslie Reagan, of Gatesville, re-
cently spoke to the Gatesville Ex-
change Club about his vast collection 
of knives – some of which are very 
rare.

“I began collecting pocketknives 
when I was 25 and I’m almost 70 
now, so it’s been quite a while,” Rea-
gan said.

The main type of knives Reagan 
collects is the folding Hunter pattern. 
Most of the knives in his collection 

were made in the 1940s and 1950s. 
“The bigger the knife, the more ex-

pensive they are,” he said.
Over the years of collecting, Reagan 

now has over 2,000 pocket knives in 
his collection.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Lesslie Reagan displays a few of his knives from his massive collection for Exchange Club members to examine.

Reagan shows his knife collection 
to Exchange Club members

The DISPATCH

The following is a partial breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of July 12 – July 18.  
Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department 
should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.
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Central Texas Landscaping 
& Services, LLC: Mowing, 
Landscaping, Brush Clearing, 
Trash Clean Up, Pipe Fence 
Painting (Ospho), Road In-
stallation. John Capella,
254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 00029588

 

GOT JUNK? Call for free 
estimates! Mondo’s Junk Re-
moval & Dumpster Rentals 
254-223-2279
00030239

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030201

 

060

Garage Sale
 

25 CENT SALE Tues., 07/25 
- Sat., 07/29. The Boys & 
Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m. 00030220

072

Houses for Sale
 

HOUSE FOR SALE: 205 
West James St. Hamilton, TX. 
2BD/1BA: New roof & paint 
inside & out, new kitchen 
cabinets. Call or text: 254-
223-2177. 00030244

099

Public Notices
 

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
Wine and Malt Beverage Re-
tail Dealer’s Off-Premise Per-
mit by 864 Beverage, Inc. dba 
Murphy USA #7883, 2712 E. 
Hwy. 190, Copperas Cove, 
Coryell County, Texas. Rob-
ert Clyde, President/CEO; 
John Moore, Sr. VP/GC/Sec-
retary; Malynda West, Exec 
VP/Treasurer; Joseph Grun-
inger, VP. 
00030242 

 

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• Nursing Home Administrator – FT

• MDS Coordinator – FT

• Occupational Therapist – PRN

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

   with on-the-job training!

  

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN
Home Health:
• RN – FT
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   

Copperas Cove, and Hamilton
Infection Prevention:
•

Infection Control & Epidemiology
Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT 

– FT 
• Referral Clerk – FT  
• LVN, RN, or CMA – General Surgery 

Clinic
• RN or LVN Cardiology Clinic 
• CMA Pain Management
Culinary: 
• Chef - Cook Assistant – FT
• Executive Chef
EMS:

*$8,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• EMT – PRN
Emergency Department:
• RN – PRN all shifts  
Health Information Management:

Housekeeping: 
• Housekeeper – FT
LAB:
• MLT – PRN
Med/ Surg:
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts
• RN or LVN – FT Nightshift

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
Radiology:

 – PRN; TDH   

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
Dialysis Center:  

• RN Charge Nurse – FT Mon,   

• Home Dialysis RN
Surgery:
• Operating Room Scrub Technician 

– FT
• Surgery Housekeeper – FT

Technician – FT
• Circulating RN
• PACU RN - FT

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

032

Miscellaneous

032

Miscellaneous

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential. Free Estimates
254-466-5128 00030199

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00030200

HUNT FENCING: Farm 
& Ranch Fence, Residen-
tial, Corrals, Automatic 
Solar Gates, Custom En-
tryways & Gates, Welding 
Projects. John Hunt, Own-
er, (254)248-2613 00030202

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00030204

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN: Tile, sheet-
rock, painting, decks, 
fences, flooring, windows, 
siding, roofing, texturing. 
Cecil Woodson, 254-216-
3835. 00030205

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service, small or 
large acreage. Call 254-
223-3119. 00030208

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

NEEDED: Experienced Welder. Must pass welding test.
Please call Branham Steel, Neely Branham for more informa-
tion. Phone 615-945-7016, or come by 300 Branson Lane, 
Gatesville. 00030243

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

045

Services

055

Lost & Found

REWARD!
Lost cat named Boy, 9 yr old 

male, knows his 

name. Grey and 

white, short-

haired, long tail 

and slanted eyes. 

Call 254-290-0223 

or Bar -N Vet 

Clinic. 

055

Lost & Found

Lost cat named Boy, 9-year old male, knows his name, 
grey&white, short-haired, long tail, &slanted eyes. Con-
tact(254)290-9223 with photo or Bar-N Vet Clinic. Reward!! 
00030258

099

Public Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 
ON PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS TO DIS-
TRICT RULES
The Middle Trinity Ground-
water Conservation District 
(“MTGCD”) Board of Direc-
tors will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Thursday, August 
10th, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. at 
930 N Wolfe Nursery Rd., 
Stephenville, TX 76401. All 
interested parties are invited 
to attend.

AGENDA

The following items of busi-
ness will be discussed, con-
sidered, and potentially acted 
upon by the Board of Direc-
tors of the Middle Trinity 
Groundwater Conservation 
District:
1. Call hearing to order and 
establish a quorum.
2. Public hearing on Proposed 
Amendments to District 
Rules. The proposed amend-
ments to the District Rules 
include changes and additions 
to:
a.    definition of acre-foot
b.    permit exclusions and ex-
emptions
c.    contested case hearings 
conducted by the State Office 
of Administrative Hearings
d.    permit hearing - continu-
ance 
e.    permit hearing - board ac-
tion
f.    permit hearing - request 
for rehearing and appeal
g.    petition to change rules
h.    groundwater transport 
fee
3. Receive public comments 
on Proposed Amendments 
to District Rules. Any per-
son who desires to appear at 
the hearing and present com-
ment or other information on 
the proposed Amendments to 
District Rules may do so in 
person, by counsel, or both. 
Comments maybe presented 
verbally or in written form. 
Limits may be placed on the 
amount of time that each 
person is allowed to present 
verbal comments. The hear-
ing posted in this notice may 
be receded from day to day or 
continued where appropriate.
4. Discuss, consider, and/or 
action on Proposed Amend-
ments to District Rules. 
Changes may be made to the 
proposed District Rules based 
upon comments received or 
made at the hearing, and the 
rules may be adopted with or 
without such changes without 
further notice or hearing.
5. Adjourn, recess, or contin-
ue rulemaking hearing; writ-
ten record may be left open 
for limited time.

A copy of the proposed 
Amendments to the District 
Rules may be requested by 
email at wells@middletrini-
tygcd.org, and is available 
at MTGCD’s website www.
middletrinitygcd.org, and 
may be reviewed or copied 
at 930 N Wolfe Nursery Rd., 
Stephenville, TX 76401. Any 
person who wishes to receive 
more detailed information on 
this notice of the proposed 
District Rules should contact 
the General Manager, at 254-
965-6705.
The MTGCD is commit-
ted to compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA). Reasonable ac-
commodations and equal op-
portunity for effective com-
munication will be provided 
upon request. Please contact 
the President of the District 
at 254-965-6705 at least 24 
hours in advance if accommo-
dation is needed. 00030245

JENNIFER NEWTON, 
CLERK OF THE COUNTY 
COURT
P.O. BOX 237 GATES-
VILLE, TEXAS 76528
ATTORNEY OR PERSON 
FILING CAUSE, STEPHEN 
T. BRISCHKE
15 N. MAIN STREET TEM-
PLE, TX 76501
TO: DECEDENT’S UN-
KNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE
THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL
TO ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 
GARY PATRICK FRIEDEL 
DECEASED. CAUSE NO 
23-10807, COUNTY COURT 
OF CORYELL COUNTY, 
TEXAS. STEPHANIE ANN 
FRIEDEL FILED IN THE 
COUNTY COURT OF CO-
RYELL COUNTY, TEXAS 
ON THE 17TH DAY OF 
FEBRUARY 2023,  APPLI-
CATION TO DETERMINE 
HEIRSHIP SAID GARY 
PATRICK FRIEDEL DE-
CEASED. SAID APPLICA-
TION SHALL BE HEARD 
AND ACTED ON BY SAID 
COURT ON OR AFTER THE 
FIRST MONDAY NEXT AF-
TER THE EXPIRATION OF 
TEN DAYS FROM DATE OF 
POSTING THIS CITATION, 
THE SAME BEING THE 
24TH DAY OF JULY 2023, 
AT THE COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE IN GATESVILLE, 
TEXAS. ALL PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN SAID ES-
TATE ARE HEREBY CIT-
ED TO APPEAR BEFORE 
THE COUNTY COURT OF 
CORYELL COUNTY AT 
THE SAME ABOVE MEN-
TIONED TIME AND PLACE 
BY FILING A WRITTEN 
ANSWER CONTESTING 
SUCH APPLICATION 
SHOULD THEY DESIRE 
TO DO SO. GIVEN UNDER 
MY HAND AND THE SEAL 
OF THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CORYELL COUNTY IN 
GATESVILLE, TEXAS THE 
14th day of July, 2023.
JENNIFER NEWTON, CO-
RYELL COUNTY CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TX.
BY: M. WALLACE 00030264
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Alton Lee 
Garrett, Jr., Deceased, were 
issued on 6-6-23, in Cause 
No. 23-10837, pending in 
the County Court-at-Law of 
Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Joyce Ann Garrett.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being
administered are required to 
present them to the under-
signed within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by 
law.
c/o: Joyce Ann Garrett
Estate of Alton Lee Garrett, 
Jr. 971 Wedgewood Drive 
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522
DATED the 12 day of July, 
2023.
Dori Ray Mistic, Attorney for 
Joyce Ann Garrett
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas 
Cove, Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 
or 6800, Facsimile: (254) 
547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com 00030246

099

Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE: There 
will be a scheduled Public 
Hearing of the Board of Ad-
justments of Gatesville on 
August 3, 2023, in the City’s 
Council Chambers at 5:30 
p.m. The purpose of this Pub-
lic Hearing is to consider the 
request for a Special Excep-
tion of property owner, Daren 
Moore to construct a crema-
torium located next to Scott’s 
Funeral Home at 2429 East 
Main Street. This hearing is 
open to the public. BY: Liz 
Reinhardt 00030248



NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Mona Joy 
Bates, Deceased, were issued 
on 6-6-23, in Cause No. 23-
10846, pending in the Coun-
ty Court-at-Law of Coryell 
County, Texas, to: Bradley 
Scott Bates.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being
administered are required to 
present them to the under-
signed within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by 
law.

c/o: Bradley Scott Bates
Estate of Mona Joy Bates
101 Blackberry Court
Midland, Texas 79705

DATED the 21 day of June, 
2023.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Bradley Scott 
Bates
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com
00030247

  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Lee Affer-
back, Deceased, were issued 
on 6-6-23, in Cause No. 23-
10839, pending in the Coun-
ty Court-at-Law of Coryell 
County, Texas, to: Alan Af-
ferback.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being
administered are required to 
present them to the under-
signed within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by 
law.

c/o: Alan Afferback
Estate of Lee Afferback
1624 Lakeside Ranch Road
Georgetown, Texas 78633

DATED the 20 day of June, 
2023.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Alan Afferback
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com
00030249

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Linda Lou 
Murphree, Deceased, were 
issued on to 6-6-23 in Cause 
No. 23-10840, pending in the 
County Court-at-Law of Co-
ryell County, Texas, to: Dor-
rie Lynn Elmore.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being
administered are required to 
present them to the under-
signed within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by 
law.

c/o: Dorrie Lynn Elmore
Estate of Charles Edward 
Murphree
520 Allen Street
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

DATED the 20 day of June, 
2023.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Dorrie Lynn El-
more
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com
00030250 

NOTICE OF BID

Evant I.S.D. is currently ac-
cepting sealed bids for the tear 
down and replacement of the 
main entrance at the school, 
and the inclusion of an en-
closed foyer off the existing 
front doors of the building. 

All services to complete the 
work will be provided by the 
contractor.

Please contact Superinten-
dent, Dr. Jennifer Ingram 
(254-471-5536 or jingram@
evantisd.org) for an appoint-
ment before submitting a bid 
to review specifications. 

To submit a bid, please send 
it to:
 
Evant ISD
339 Memory Lane
Evant, TX 76525 
or hand-deliver it to the Evant 
ISD superintendent’s office 
at 339 Memory Lane, Evant, 
TX. 

For additional information, 
you may contact Dr. Ingram 
at 254-471-5536. 

The deadline to turn in a bid 
is 10:00 a.m. on August 28, 
2023. Proposals will be re-
viewed at the August 28 spe-
cial school board meeting at 
339 Memory Lane, Evant. 

The trustees of the school re-
serve the right to reject any 
and all proposals and to accept 
any proposals deemed most 
advantageous to Evant I.S.D., 
as well as negotiate with suc-
cessful bidders as deemed ad-
visable. 

00030251

 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby be-
ing given that the owner of 
Lot 17, West Moody Farms, 
a Subdivision in the Whitson 
Community, being on Farm 
to Market Road No. 107 ap-
proximately 1 mile East of 
Mother Neff Parkway, in-
tends to sell an existing house 
on 1.47-Acres out of the orig-
inal 25.97-Acre tract.  This 
action requires a re-plat with 
Coryell County.  Publication 
of this notice will be 3 times 
in the Gatesville Messenger, 
with a target Commission-
ers Court date of August 8, 
2023.  Respondents may reply 
to the Coryell County Road 
and Bridge Department, Mr. 
Justin Mannix with any com-
ments.  Comments also are al-
lowed at the Commissioners 
Court. 00030253

 

Public Notice

Public notice is hereby given 
that the owner of Lot 47, In-
dian Creek Ranch, a subdivi-
sion approximately 5.4 miles 
west of South Purmela on 
CR 159 intends to divide the 
7.02 acre tract into one 2.07 
lot and a 4.95 acre lot. This 
action requires a re-plat with 
Coryell County. Publication 
of this notice will be 3 times 
in the Gatesville Messenger, 
with a target Commissioners 
Court date of August 8, 2023. 
Respondents may reply to 
the Coryell County Road and 
Bridge Department, Mr. Justin 
Mannix with any comments. 
Comments also are allowed at 
the Commissioners Court.
00030254

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Coryell County Com-
missioners Court will hold 
a public hearing on  August 
8, 2023 at Commission-
ers Courtroom,800 E. Main 
Street, Gatesville TX 76528 
at 9:00 a.m. to receive com-
ments for or against a request 
by Micah Pilkey (LFG Inves-
tors, LLC) for a revision of 
KINGSTON’S ESTATES, 
PHASE II, Lot Numbers 3 & 
5 in Block 1.

The subject site is located at 
725 and 805 Barton Lane, 
Gatesville, TX. 

The subject site is an 8.02-acre 
tract being in KINGSTON’S 
ESTATES, PHASE II, Lot 
Numbers 3 & 5 in Block 1, 
as recorded in Slide 1104 of 
the Coryell County Clerk Re-
cords.

Additional information and 
a map of the subject site are 
available upon request for re-
view.  You may contact Jus-
tin Mannix At The Coryell 
County Road and Bridge De-
partment. 
00030255

 

 

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

3 Br, 2 Ba Home, 601 Rolling Hills Rd., Gatesville, TX. Fireplace, large master 
bedroom with updated shower, kitchen & dining open to living room. $239,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated Subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
Good tree cover, good views, $115,000

10.01 acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

Ranch Subdivision. Rolling terrain, good tree cover. $150,000

10.01 acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

-

covered parking spaces, good tree cover, rolling terrain, storage building, excellent 

rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000
-

dido, rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.

terrain, good views. $295,000

tree cover, approx. 25 acres farmland, 2 stock tanks, & good fences. $449,000

sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

58.51 acres, 3 Br, 2 Ba frame home, 6630 FM 183, Evant, TX, water well, several 
outbuildings, rolling terrain, scattered tree cover & 2 stock tanks. $585,000

60.23 acres, CR 238 near Turnersville, TX. 1 stock tank, good fences, scattered 
tree cover, rolling terrain. $421,610

68.9 acres, 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, TX. Approx. 2900 ft of Leon 
-

place, granite countertops, breakfast bar, garden tub, metal building approx. 45 ft x 
24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank ,approx. 48 acres of 
coastal. $1,249,500

tree cover, native grasses, 1 stock tank, fenced on 3 sides. $560,524

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 

stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

container, storage building with water storage tank, barn, cattle pens, water well 560 
ft deep, rolling terrain, good tree cover and paved road frontage. $1,568,901
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.
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NOTICE OF BID FOR 
ERECTION OF METAL 
SECURITY FENCE

The Board of Trustees of 
the Jonesboro Independent 
School District (“JISD”) 
hereby serves notice that it 
will accept sealed bids FOR 
ERECTION OF A METAL 
PRIVACY FENCE with the 
following specifications:

Distance: Approximately 
5000 Linear Feet
Height: 6 Feet Tall

Specifics:
Black R Panel
2 3/8” pipe Every 10 Feet 
- Driven or Set 3 Feet in the 
ground
Kicker Every 100 Feet
Three (3) -  4 Inch Pearlings 
- Spaced Accordingly
Gold J Trim on Top and Bot-
tom

This would include 4 gates 
(16 ft opening - 2 x 8 ft) that 
will be locked from inside.

Bids will be opened on Au-
gust 15, 2023 at 7:00 PM in 
Board Meeting

Interested parties with ques-
tions concerning specifica-
tions of the building that may 
not be listed or need further 
explanation, may contact Mr. 
Matt Dossey, Superintendent 
of Schools, at the address be-
low, by phone, or at matt.dos-
sey@jonesboroisd.net. JISD 
reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids and to waive any 
informality in bids received.  
Bids received after the dead-
line or faxed and/or electronic 
bids will not be considered.

Sealed bids will be received 
until:  August 15, 2023 at 
12:00 PM.

Address:

Jonesboro Independent School 
District
Attn:  Mr. Matt Dossey
Superintendent of Schools
P.O. Box 125
Mailing:  14909 E. State Hwy. 
36
Jonesboro, Texas 76538-0125
Phone: 254-463-2111
FAX: 254-463-2275

00030252
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RECIPE

This recipe appeared in the 
“Methodist Best” cookbook 
in 2008. The Gatesville Mes-
senger is running a series of 
recipes from that cookbook. If 
your church has a cookbook, 
or if you would like to sub-
mit a recipe of your own for 
possible publication, please 
email it to: editor@gatesvil-
lemessenger.com.

King Ranch 
Casserole
BEVERLY GARTMAN WARD

Ingredients:
4 chicken breasts, diced 

and cooked
1 onion, chopped fine
2 c. grated cheddar 

cheese 
1 can cream of chicken 

soup
1 doz. Corn tortillas, 

chopped fine   
1 can cream of mushroom 
soup

1 can chicken broth
1 can Rotel tomatoes, 

diced

Instructions:
In a baking dish, place 1 

layer of chicken, ½ of the 
sauce (combine last 4 ingre-
dients for the sauce), ½ of 
the tortillas, ½ of the onion, 
and ½ of the cheese. Repeat 
for second layer with cheese 
on top.

Bake for 1 hour at 350. 
Serves 6-8. Serve with Span-
ish rice and beans.
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial
midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell

254.865.9137 Fax
chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

SELMAN RANCH
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Ranch Roads  |  Lakes  |  Ponds
Wildlife Sensitive Clearing

Bentonite Liners  |  Bentonite Cutoff Walls

254-386-7727
Brad Selman     www.selmanranchconstruction.com

201 Cedar Lane201 Cedar Lane

Gatesville, TX 76528Gatesville, TX 76528

CTLS1939@gmail.comCTLS1939@gmail.com

Central Texas LandscapeCentral Texas Landscape
& Services LLC& Services LLC

NeNew Installations, Remodel, Brushw Installations, Remodel, Brush
Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,

Trash HTrash Haul Off and Tree Workaul Off and Tree Work

John CapellaJohn Capella

(254) 216-3684(254) 216-3684

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 

your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002

COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales

Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@

gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Wild Bill’s Auto Detailing
NOW DETAILING TRIKES!

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
CALL (254) 865-5311

Checks - Cash – Credit Cards – Venmo

Pricing on website:
wildbillsautodetailing.net

2219 E. MAIN ST. 

GATESVILLE

PHOTO COURTESY OF TIFFANY BUTLER

The stained-glass dome, located in the atrium of the Coryell County Courthouse, has often been de-
scribed as a “work of art to behold.” The stained-glass dome, covered with stars, is lit from above by the 
windows located in the courthouse bell tower. Visitors to the courthouse can witness the splendor of the 
courthouse which was constructed in the Second Empire architectural style during what was considered 
to be the “Gilded Age” of Texas courthouse construction.

STAINED GLASS BRINGS COLOR TO THE    

COURTHOUSE

By David Scott

The Coryell County His-
torical Commission, in 
conjunction with Coryell 
County Judge Roger Miller 
and the Coryell County 
Commissioners, are cur-
rently making plans for 
the 125th anniversary of 
the Coryell County Court-
house which was complet-
ed on July 18, 1898.

Festivities will be held 
on the south side lawn of 
the courthouse starting at 
10 a.m. on Saturday, July 
22.

The schedule will in-
clude the posting of the 
colors by an area horse-
back color guard, the U.S. 
Pledge of Allegiance by 
Casey Curry, the National 
Anthem sung by Charles 
Ament, the Texas Pledge 
of Allegiance by Casey 
Curry, followed by the 
Texas anthem sung by Dr. 
Steve Norris. Felicia Inman 
will then offer an opening 
prayer.

A welcome will be of-
fered by Coryell County 
Historical Commission 
president, Danny Cor-
bett followed by Coryell 
County Judge Roger Miller 
who will share the history 
of the construction of the 
courthouse.

Festivities planned will 
include speakers, live 

music, and old-fashioned 
games for children and 
adults alike.

In addition, there will be 
a rededication ceremony 
of the Texas State His-
torical Marker that was 
originally installed on the 
north side of the struc-
ture but will be relocated 
to the south side of the 
building which was the 
original main entrance of 
the building.

Larry Weiss, of Harris 
Creek, recently restored 
the original marker and 
brought it back to its orig-
inal condition just in time 
for the 125th anniversary 
celebration.

The Coryell County 
Courthouse was added to 
the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1977.

During the 125th anni-
versary celebration, non-
guided tours will be given 
of the historic structure 
which was restored in the 
late 1980’s.

Those planning to at-
tend the celebration are 
encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs for seating on the 
courthouse lawn. Several 
food trucks will be on 
hand to provide refresh-
ments and a courthouse 
birthday cake will be pro-
vided by the Coryell Coun-
ty Historical Commission.

Coryell County Courthouse to 
celebrate 125th anniversary

COURTESY PHOTO

A postcard depicts the early days of the Coryell County Court-
house.
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Specializing in: 

• Orthopedic Surgery

• Minimally Invasive  

Treatments for Bone  

and Joint Pain

• Knee and Hip  

Replacement  

and Joint  

Reconstruction

Dr. Lance Ellis, DO

Doctor You Can Trust!
ORTHOPEDIC CARE FROM A 

We accept self-pay and most major insurance including:

Medicare  |  Medicaid  |  Tricare  |  BSW Health Plan  |  Blue Cross Blue Shield

CoryellHealth.org  |  (254) 865-2166
1507 West Main Street, Gatesville, TX 76528

M E D I C A L   L O D G E

For more information, call 254-865-7575. 

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

Nurses
LVN or RN, 6am-6pm

CNA
6am-6pm or 6pm-6am

Certified Med Aide 
Full-time, 6am-6pm

Dietary Cook
5:30am-1:30pm

Apply online at

HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

NURSING

MEDICATION

Physical Therapist
PRN

Physical Therapist 
Assistant

Full-time position

Occupational
Therapist

Full-time position

DIETARY

THERAPY

We offer a  supportive 
work environment and 

generous benefits

Program helps seniors learn more about smart phones

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Selected club members of the Gatesville Boys and Girls Club traveled to the Senior Center on Monday, 
July 17 for a smart phone question and answer session.
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Getting wrestlers ready to rumble

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville youths in grades 1-6 and 7-12 had an opportunity to work on their wrestling techniques during a Gatesville ISD wrestling camp July 10-14. The event was overseen by coach Robert Clater Jr., who is the 
Gatesville High School wrestling coach.

117 FM 1996

Oglesby, TX
254-470-2261

Hometown banking – Always putting you first!
3411 E. Main Street

 Gatesville, TX
254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Lane

Evant, TX
254-471-5531
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fnbct.bank                254.216.6042

Coming Soon
2908 E. Main St.

in Gatesville

Summer tennis honoring Sandell

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville ISD school board member Calvin Ford was one of the participants in the recent Ethan Sandell 
Memorial Tennis Tournament, honoring a former Gatesville High School tennis player.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Ben Mabry hits a shot in the Ethan Sandell Memorial Tennis Tournament, which attracted participants 
from throughout Central Texas.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Shy Tatum (left) awaits a shot from Jaegar Smith  during recent tennis action at the Sue and Glenn Ver-
non Tennis Courts.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Colleen Fitzer and Olivia  Walker participate in a match during the Ethan Sandell Memorial Tennis Tour-
nament on July 8.

GISD season ticket sales start Aug. 7
All Gatesville advance athletic tickets and 

passes must be purchased in person from ath-
letic secretary Velvet Jaynes at the GHS Henry 
Marris Field House from 7:30-11:30 a.m. and 
1:30-3:30 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, 
starting Aug. 7.  There will be no ticket/pass 
sales on Fridays during football season.

Children under the age of 5 will be admitted 
free to all GISD home athletic events. Gatesville 
ISD will not be doing online ticket sales for any 
home events this year.

VARSITY FOOTBALL TICKETS
The special option period for current season 

ticket holders only will be from Aug. 7-10 dur-
ing the above listed hours of operation.  The 
cost is $60 per ticket for the six home football 
games during the 2023 season.

All remaining season tickets will go on sale to 
the general public from Aug. 21-24.  After that 
date, any remaining reserved-seat tickets ($10 
each) will be sold on a game-by-game basis.

Cost for single-game general admission tick-
ets will be $6 and student tickets (ages 6 and 
above) will be $4.

ALL-SPORTS PASSES
These passes are valid for all GISD home ath-

letic events except varsity football.  Any hosted 

playoff/postseason events are not included as 
well.

The cost for the athletic season pass is $50 
for adults, $30 for students and $125 for a 
Family Pass (valid for immediate family mem-
bers only).

The physical pass must be presented for free 
admission - no exceptions.

ADMISSION PRICES TO OTHER SPORTS
Admission will be $3 for adults and $2 for 

students. This will include the following sports: 
baseball, basketball, football (sub-varsity and 
junior high), soccer, softball, volleyball and 
wrestling.  

The price for admission to a hosted full-day 
tournament or meet will be higher.

HONORARY HORNET PASSES
GISD Athletics will again offer these free 

passes to all Hornet fans ages 60 and over.  
This pass allows cardholders free admission 
into any GISD sporting event, including var-
sity football games (general admission seating 
only).  It is not valid for any hosted playoff or 
postseason event.

If you already have a white Honorary Hornet 
Pass with Dr. Pollard’s signature on it, you will 
not need to get a new card for 2023-2024. 

Area Fishing Report

Evant ISD seeks golf, tennis items

Staff Reports

Evant Independent School Dis-
trict is currently taking dona-
tions for the upcoming 2023-2024 
school year. The donations will aid 
the school in providing supplies 
for the new upcoming golf and ten-
nis teams.

The golf team will be taking do-
nations of any kind to support its 
upcoming season, and donations 

can include equipment, supplies, 
or funds. The tennis team needs 
spare rackets, balls, etc. for the up-
coming season.

As of right now, Evant ISD is 
home to football, track and field, 
basketball, volleyball, and cheer 
teams.

Evant ISD is located at 339 Mem-
ory Lane. For more information 
concerning donations contact 254-
471-3160.

Lake Belton

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 85-
87 degrees; 14.02 feet below pool. A 
reliable morning white bass topwater 
bite has been taking place from 6:30 
a.m. to as late as 8:30 a.m. The more 

cloud cover, the longer the bite. Catfish 
are excellent. Large numbers of blue 
catfish under 10-pounds can be found 
along old river channels in 15-30 feet 
of water. Drifting with fresh cut shad 
has worked best.
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bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For 
Appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995
24 Hour Red Dyed

Farm Diesel

Unleaded & Clear Diesel

8-5, M-F

254-675-8107

BULK DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

MyattFuels.net

202 N. Ave B • ON THE TRACKS

Clifton, TX

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 7/18/23).......

$1968.10
SILVER (XAG/USD 7/18/23)..........

$24.81

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent 
School District will hold 
their annual Meet the Eagles 
on Thursday, August 10. 
Meet the Eagles will be held 

on Pruitt Field at 6 p.m.
Staff of Jonesboro ISD will 

recognize and introduce the 
volleyball, football, cheer-
leading, and cross-country 
teams for the upcoming 
2023-2024 school year.

Pruitt Field is located at 
14909 TX-36 in Jonesboro. 
For more information con-
tact Jonesboro ISD at 254-
463-2111.

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent 
School District will hold 
its Meet the Teacher on 
Wednesday, August 16. 
Meet the Teacher will be-
gin at 6 p.m. and continue 

through 8 p.m.
Meet the Teacher will be 

a time for students to meet 
their new teachers, gather 
schedules, set up lockers, 
and explore all the clubs 
and extracurricular activi-
ties that Jonesboro ISD has 

to offer.
Jonesboro ISD is located 

at 14909 E. State Hwy. 36 
in Jonesboro. For more 
information contact 254-
463-2111.

Staff Reports

Evant Independent School 
District will hold Meet the 
Teacher for the 2023 to 
2024 school year on Thurs-
day, August 3 from 6 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m.
Evant ISD’s mission is for 

every student to be empow-
ered to pursue their passion 
through academic rigor, 
social and emotional con-
nections, and collective ac-

countability.
Evant ISD is located at 

229 Memory Lane in Evant. 
For more information about 
Meet the Teacher contact 
254-471-5536.

EISD Meet the Teacher slated Aug. 3

Staff Reports 

Extraco is committed to 
building people, business-
es, and communities and 
one of the ways it is doing 
so is by collecting school 
supplies during the sum-
mer months to support 
students starting school in 

the fall.  
School supplies will be 

collected at the Gatesville 
branch location, from 
Monday, July 3 to Friday, 
August 4. Extraco will have 
boxes inside their lobby to 
drop off any supplies. 

The following school 
supplies are to be collect-

ed: 
• Backpacks 
• Supply Boxes 
• Binders 
• Markers 
• No. 2 Pencils 
• Pens (Blue or Black ink) 
• Highlighters 
• Wide Rule Notebook 

Paper 

• Folder with Brads 
• Glue 
• Scissors 
• Rulers 
• Notecards 
• Crayons 
Extraco is located at 800 

E. Main Street in Gatesville. 
For more information call 
254-774-5500. 

Staff Reports 

Gatesville Junior High 
School has recently an-
nounced the opening of a 
care closet for all junior 
high students. The junior 
high will open the care 
closet on Thursday, Au-
gust 10 which will offer 
various items including 
clothing, personal, and hy-
giene products. 

Donations for the care 
closet began on Monday, 
July 10 and will continue 
throughout the school 
year, as this will be a year-
round service. Applica-
tions to donate can be 
found in the GJH front of-
fice. 

Donations can be made 
in cash and will be ap-
plied towards purchasing 

items or donations of new 
or gently used bags can be 
made and will be used to 
pack items. Donations of 
gently used clothing items 
such as shirts, sweatpants, 
joggers, underwear, socks, 
pajamas, or belts, and hy-
giene products including 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
deodorant, body wash, 
skin care, Q-tips, pads, and 

tampons can also be made. 
All clothing sizes must be 
for boys and girls of the 
ages 12 to 15 years old. 

Be sure to drop off dona-
tions at GJH located at 307 
S. Lovers Ln. 

To register for the care 
closet contact GJHS at 254-
865-8271. 

Staff Reports 

The Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District Choir 
boosters will hold a bake 
sale on Saturday, July 22 to 
support their travel funds 

for their trip to California. 
The bake sale will take 

place from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. held at Vintage Roy-
alty. There will be plenty 
of baked goods including 

cookies, cupcakes, brown-
ies, and cakes. 

The Coffee Saloon will be 
in attendance as well and 
will be donating 15% of 
their proceeds back to the 

GISD Choir Boosters. 
For more information 

visit gisdchoir@gatesvil-
leisd.org.

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent 
School District will present 
its summer football camp 
from Monday, July 24 
through Wednesday, July 
26. The camp will begin 

each day at 9 a.m. at Pruitt 
Field.

The camp is for incom-
ing third through ninth 
grade students. The cost 
will be $40 per person.

Be sure to bring football 
cleats, water, sunscreen, 

and a towel.
Pruitt Field is located at 

14909 TX-36 in Jonesboro. 
For more information con-
tact Jonesboro ISD at 254-
463-2111.

Staff Reports 

 The American Legion Post 
42 of Gatesville invites the 
community to participate in 
a Poker Run called Tools for 
Schools on Saturday, July 
22. Registration will begin 
at 9 a.m. at the American Le-

gion; the Poker Run will be-
gin shortly after. There will 
be a $20 buy-in fee. 

 Tools for Schools is a 
charity event to raise money 
for children to get back-
packs for the upcoming 
school year. 

 Poker Run is like the 

original poker game, except 
with a creative twist. Instead 
of sitting down at a poker 
table, you and some fellow 
riders will ride motorcycles 
between checkpoints. De-
pending on the version of 
poker there are usually be-
tween five to seven check-

points. 
 Regardless, once you ar-

rive at the first checkpoint, 
everyone gets a card from a 
deck of playing cards. Then, 
everyone rides to the next 
checkpoint. Once you’ve 
all arrived at the second 
checkpoint, everyone gets a 

second playing card. After 
that, the whole process re-
peats until you’ve reached 
the final checkpoint. At that 
point, everyone shows their 
cards, and whoever has the 
best hand wins. 

 According to the Guinness 
Book of Records, the largest 

poker run happened in 2013 
in the American city of Fort 
Collins, where 1,494 partici-
pants raised $13,000 for the 
Realities for Children fund. 

 The American Legion Post 
42 is located at 214 Watts 
Lane. For more information 
contact 254-865-4134. 

COURTESY PHOTO

School days are right around the corner with some locals schools starting back in  two weeks.

JISD presents Meet the Eagles Aug. 10

Jonesboro ISD to hold Meet the 
Teacher August 16

Jonesboro ISD summer football 
camp scheduled for July 24-26
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SUDOKU
Solution for the  
puzzle that ran July 15.

Extraco Bank to collect school supplies 

Gatesville Junior High presents care closet 

GISD Choir bake sale to be held July 22

American Legion Post 42 presents Tools for Schools July 22 
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BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main Street • 254-865-8491

BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; Sunday 
Bible study 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS
Bob  Ph i l l i ps ,  pas to r ; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesvi l le; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
adult Bible study 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday services - kids’ 
& youth Bible study 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Prayer & 
Bible Study 7 p.m.; Youth 
Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s 
Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
912 E. Main St.; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship 10:45 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
1 2 0  C o l l e g e  A v e . ; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m. ,  Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY 
Michael Bragdon, Pastor; 
2819 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY
A.C. Painter, pastor; 1750 
FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO
Matt Dossey, pastor; 11420 
N. State Hwy. S; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:50 a.m.
KING
Char les W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & 
HWY 36, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m. & 1 p.m., 
Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK 
David Crosby, Interim Pas-
tor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday evening Youth 
& Children’s Bible Study 
6 p.m.
MOUNTAIN
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance

“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!

CALL 254-865-5212.

6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m. Prayer meeting 7 p.m. 
Wednesday.
OSAGE 
Chris Thomas, pastor; 7505 
FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 301, 
Jonesboro; Sunday school 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
P U R M E L A  B A P T I S T 
CHURCH
875 FM 932 Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday morning 
services: Sunday School 
10 a.m., Morning Worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME 
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 p.m.
SPANISH
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m.
TRINITY 
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
J o n  C r o s b y ,  P a s t o r ; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW 
In ter im Pastor :  Eddie 
Taylor; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL
Mike Barron, pastor; 2040 
CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday 
school 10 a.m.; Sunday  
worship 11 a.m.; 254-679-
3200. 
WHITE MOUND 
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Satur-
day at 8 a.m. Inside: 3075 
FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 
321. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
For more info. & location, 
call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. 
(English) & 12 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass), Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. & Wednesday-Friday 
at 7 a.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE
Deral McWhorter, minister; 
1 0 4  C e d a r  R i d g e , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 W. 
Brooks Dr., Evant; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:20 a.m. 

&  12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
FORT GATES
4605 St .  Hwy.  36 S. , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE
Justin Hall, minister; 2417 
E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
c lases y  serv ic ios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays – Bible 
Study 5:30 p.m.; Royce 
512-734-5390 or Steve 
254-865-3559.
PEARL
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE
Greg Demmitt,  pastor; 
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL 
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran 
Church Rd., Copperas 
Cove; Sunday Bible Study 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m.   
ST. JOHN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, Coryell 
City; Sunday worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 
a.m.
ST. PAUL
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 1114, 
The Grove; Sunday School 
9 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT
235 US-281, Evant; Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.
F I R S T  M E T H O D I S T 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
$3; youth, Children & Adult 
Bible Studies at 6 p.m. AA 
meets Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday at 6:30 p.m.
OGLESBY UNITED
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday worship 
9 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Bill Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF  JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
S a c r a m e n t  s e r v i c e s 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy .  84  W. ;  Sunday 
se rv i ces  10 :30  a .m . ; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9  a .m.  &  10 :30  a .m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy Spiker, 
Sunday service 10 a.m. & 6 
p.m., Wednesdays 6 p.m. 

407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 
Thursdays 7 p.m.; 2518 
Bridge St.; 254-392-9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday 
w o r s h i p  1 0 : 3 0  a . m . , 
Wednesday worship 6:30 
p.m.; Gateway Learning 
Center, 2315 Osage Rd., 
Gatesville.
GRACE BIBLE
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesv i l le ;  865-6222. 
S u n d a y  w o r s h i p  1 1 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Peter M. Mafwal, Pastor; 
4460 FM 930, Levi ta; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m.;  Sunday worship  
10:45 am.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, Pastor; 
1415 Texas Hwy. 236; 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
T A B E R N A C L E  O F 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, pastor; 
202 E. Main, Gatesville;  
S u n d a y s  1 0  a . m . ; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 254-
206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesdays Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday 
service, 7:30 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor;  1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY
Worship Saturdays 5 p.m., 
Bible fellowship Sundays 10 
a.m.; 4995 FM 929

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of  Gatesvi l le on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service 9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-6131

You will seek me 

and find me when 

you seek me with 

all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGE
Coryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint

Plumbing • Electrical
Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 

needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION

& SEPTIC TANK 

SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE

254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 

DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B

Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s

Maytag Home Appliance Center
4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

Call Bailey Shea Dickie at 

254-865-5212

ext. 302

254-865-5212 ext. 300

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Call Bailey to reserve this 

space!

254-865-5212
ext. 302

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, July 15, 2023 
Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 265-320 
300-400 lb. 265-315 
400-500 lb. 245-290
500-600 lb. 230-255
600-700 lb. 220-245
700-800 lb. 195-225

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 250-310
300-400 lb. 250-305    
400-500 lb. 225-265
500-600 lb. 210-245
600-700 lb. 195-225
700-800 lb. 185-210

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 100-114
Low Yielding 85-95     
Fats 95-105
Thin & Shelly 65-80

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 105-132

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1850-2550
Young Fair 1450-1850
Aged Pairs Split & weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 1000-1950

Number of Head 1219

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY 

AT NOON

3199 Hwy. 6, Clifton, Texas

254-675-7717

HAULING AVAILABLE ANY DAY: 

JARED HUNT 254 223 2486

7-19-23 SALE

Weigh  Bulls 112-132
Weigh Cows 70-111

Cow Calf Pairs  No Test
Bred Cows No Test
Replacement Bulls  No Test

#1 Type Steers
200-300 lb. No Test
301-400 lb.             235-320
401-500 lb. 225-297
501-600 lb. 215-263
601-700 lb. 190-241

#1 Type Heifers
200-300 lb. 235-275
301-400 lb. 235-273
401-500 lb. 220-255    
501-600 lb. 205-251
600-700 lb. 190-213

ANDY’S SALE BARN CAFE

WEDNESDAYS @ 11 AM – BUFFET • BURGERS • SANDWICHES

Staff Reports

Texas families have 
through July 31 to enroll 
their newborns at 2022-23 
prices in the Texas Tuition 
Promise Fund®, the state’s 
prepaid college tuition 
plan. Newborns are children 
younger than 1 year of age 
at the time of enrollment. * 

“I know what it’s like to 
be the parent of newborns, 
and paying for college was 

not always at the top of my 
mind,” Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar said. “That’s 
why we’re reminding new 
parents to take advantage 
of the opportunity to lock in 
this year’s rates and lay the 
foundation for their chil-
dren’s future educational 
opportunities.” 

With the Texas Tuition 
Promise Fund, participants 
can purchase tuition units 
and lock in the costs of un-

dergraduate resident tuition 
and schoolwide required 
fees at Texas public colleges 
and universities, excluding 
medical and dental insti-
tutions, based on today’s 
prices. 

For additional flexibility, 
the plan also can be used 
at Texas medical and dental 
institutions, Texas private 
colleges and universities, 
out-of-state colleges and 
universities, career schools 

and registered apprentice-
ship programs, where tu-
ition is not locked in, and 
the benefits and payouts 
would be based on the 
Transfer Value.** 

Enrollment at 2022-23 
prices closed on Feb. 28 
for children 1 year of age 
and older. The next annual 
enrollment period begins 
on Sept. 1, with new con-
tract prices based on Texas 
public college tuition and 

schoolwide required fees 
costs for the 2023-24 school 
year. 

Complete plan informa-
tion, including the plan de-
scription and agreement, 
current sales prices, enroll-
ment forms and more, is 
available at TuitionPromise.
org or by calling 800-445-
GRAD (4723), Option 5. 

The plan’s outreach team 
also offers free webinars 
that provide an overview of 

the plan and discuss the dif-
ferent tuition unit types and 
payment options, as well as 
provide information about 
Texas Match the Promise 
Foundation� matching schol-
arship opportunities.*** 

Go to the Texas Tuition 
Promise Fund website at 
https://www.texastuition-
promisefund.com/events/ 
for information about how 
to register to attend upcom-
ing webinars. 

Staff reports

Texas Governor Greg Ab-
bott announced a statewide 
Film Friendly Texas Work-
shop to be held virtually on 
Thursday, August 10. The 
workshop, hosted by the 
Texas Film Commission, is 
open to community repre-
sentatives from across the 
state interested in learning 
about the media production 
industries of Texas and how 
to become Film Friendly 
Texas certified to attract 
new jobs and investments.

“In promoting Texas as 
a premier moving image 
production destination, the 
Texas Film Commission 
has attracted $1.95 billion 
in local spending and cre-
ated more than 183,000 

production jobs across the 
state from 2007 to 2022,” 
Abbott said. “By complet-
ing the Film Friendly Texas 
training and certification 
process, certified commu-
nities are prepared to help 
match local businesses with 
production-related needs, 
stimulating the local econ-
omy by creating jobs for 
Texas-based crew members 
and local residents, as well 
as creating on-site spending 
at local businesses.”

The statewide Film Friend-
ly Texas Workshop is be-
ing held virtually and in 
partnership with the city of 
Marfa, a Film Friendly Texas 
certified community, along 
with Visit Big Bend.

Marfa and the Big Bend Re-
gion have long been featured 

in films, including Giant in 
1956, No Country for Old 
Men in 2007, and Abilene in 
2022. As noted in a recent 
Variety feature about the 
burgeoning film industry in 
Texas, cooperation between 
Texas communities is one 
secret to the success and 
growth of the Film Friendly 
Texas program: “A produc-
tion bolstering the local 
economy by filming in a par-
ticular town disseminates 
those spending dollars into 
the next, paying for lumber, 
food, and lodging in the 
surrounding areas. The eco-
nomic boost links the com-
munities together.”

The target audience for 
this workshop is communi-
ty representatives who will 
serve as the community’s 

point-of-contact for facili-
tating media production re-
quests. Most communities 
choose a member of their 
city or county government, 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, Chamber of Com-
merce, or Economic Devel-
opment Corporation.

This workshop includes 
presentations from Texas 
Film Commission staff and 
discussions with media in-
dustry professionals in the 
region addressing topics 
such as:

 
• Media production as an 

economic development op-
portunity for your commu-
nity

• What to expect when 
working with different types 
of media productions

• How to create filming 
guidelines and permit sys-
tems for your community

• How to facilitate and ex-
pedite production requests

• How filming locations 
are chosen

• How to take and submit 
photos of potential filming 
locations in your commu-
nity

• Understanding location 
agreements, production 
insurance, and other docu-
ments

• Film tourism opportuni-
ties for your community

 
The Statewide Film Friend-

ly Texas Workshop � Virtual, 
co-hosted by the city of 
Marfa and Visit Big Bend will 
take place on Thursday, Au-
gust 10, 2023, 9:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m.
For registration and ad-

mission information, please 
visit: gov.texas.gov/film/
page/fftx_workshops

For more than 50 years, 
the Texas Film Commission 
has helped communities 
across Texas grow local jobs 
and economies by promot-
ing the Lone Star State as 
the premier destination for 
film, television, commercial, 
animation, visual effects, 
video game, and extended 
reality (XR) production. For 
more information about the 
Film Friendly Texas pro-
gram, visit: gov.texas.gov/
film/page/fftx_overview

Staff Reports 

Turnersville Baptist 
Church will hold their Va-
cation Bible School on Sat-
urday, July 29 for one day 
only. The VBS will com-
mence at 9 a.m. and will 
continue through 3 p.m. 

The theme for this year 
will be Twists and Turns, 
and children ages four 
through fifth grade are wel-
come to attend. 

There will be lots of 
music, crafts, Bible time, 
snacks, fun, recreation, 

missions, and a pool party. 
For more information on 

VBS contact Turnersville 
Baptist Church at 254-986-
2471. 

Staff Reports

Evant Independent School 
District is currently taking 
donations to aid the school 
in providing supplies for 
the new upcoming golf and 
tennis teams.

The golf team will be tak-

ing donations of any kind 
to support its upcoming 
season, and donations can 
include equipment, sup-
plies, or funds. The tennis 
team needs spare rackets, 
balls, etc. for the upcoming 
season.

As of right now, Evant ISD 
is home to football, track 
and field, basketball, vol-
leyball, and cheer teams.

Evant ISD is located at 
339 Memory Lane. For more 
information, contact 254-
471-3160.

Staff reports

The Texas Animal Health 
Commission (TAHC) is now 
accepting Rural Veterinarian 
Incentive Program (RVIP) ap-
plications for the 2023 cycle. 
Applications may be submit-
ted through September 5, 
2023. 

The RVIP provides educa-
tional loan repayment assis-
tance or payment of tuition 
and fees to eligible veterinar-
ians and veterinary medicine 
students. In return for com-
mitment to work in designat-
ed rural areas in Texas, up to 
a total of $180,000 may as-
sist qualifying recipients. 

“The RVIP offers a great 
opportunity to receive up 
to $45,000 for each year of 
full-time veterinary service 
in rural communities in need 
of a veterinarian,” Dr. Andy 
Schwartz, TAHC Executive 
Director and State Veterinar-
ian said. “We are pleased that 
this program seeks to pro-
vide assistance to veterinar-
ians and veterinary medical 
students and the designated 
rural communities that will 
benefit from veterinary ser-
vices in their areas.” 

To qualify for this pro-
gram, applicants must meet 
the following requirements: 

• be a currently enrolled 
student or graduate of a 
Doctor of Veterinary Medi-
cine program at Texas Tech 
University’s School of Veteri-

Turnersville Baptist Church 
presents VBS July 29

Texas Prepaid Tuition Plan Newborn Enrollment Deadline Approaches

Evant ISD taking donations 
for golf, tennis teams

Governor Abbott Announces Statewide Film Friendly Texas Workshop

Apply for 2023 Rural Veterinarian Incentive Program Education Assistance 
nary Medicine or Texas A&M 
University’s School of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical 
Sciences; o Graduates must 
have graduated within four 
years of the application date 
and be a licensed veterinar-
ian. o Students currently 
enrolled in an out-of-state 
accredited college of veteri-
nary medicine may apply if 
they graduated from a Texas 
high school or undergradu-
ate institution. 

• be a U.S. citizen or a Le-
gal Permanent Resident; 

• not be currently fulfilling 
another obligation to pro-
vide veterinary medical ser-
vices as part of a scholarship 
agreement, an educational 
loan agreement, or another 
educational loan repayment 
agreement; 

• have received an eligible 
education loan for at least 
50 percent of the funds for 
tuition and fees for one or 
more academic years while 

enrolled in an accredited 
school of veterinary medi-
cine; 

• agree to practice veteri-
nary medicine full-time in an 
eligible rural county in Tex-
as for at least one calendar 
year; and 

• be otherwise eligible to 
receive payment from the 
funding source. 

Applications are submit-
ted to the RVIP Committee 
through a process facilitated 
by the TAHC. Applicants 
should submit the complet-
ed RVIP Application Form 
and all required attachments 
by email to rvip@tahc.texas.
gov or by mail to Rural Vet-
erinarian Incentive Program; 
Texas Animal Health Com-
mission; P.O. Box 12966; 
Austin, Texas 78711. 

For the 2023 application 
cycle, participants are only 
eligible to receive assistance 
for qualified educational 
loan debt incurred after 

March 3, 2021, and can only 
receive assistance for ser-
vice obligation periods that 
will be completed before 
December 31, 2024, due to 
the source of funding under 
Section 9901 of the Ameri-

can Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
(Subtitle M of the Title IX of 
Pub. L. 117-2). 

Learn more about the 
RVIP, who qualifies, and how 
to apply: https://www.tahc.
texas.gov/vets/rvip.html.

The annual “Meet the Hor-
nets” program will be held 
Friday, August 4 at Tommy 
Davidson Field at McKamie 
Stadium.

During the program, 

members of all GHS sports 
teams will be recognized 
and band, cheer and dance 
will perform.  There will 
be an ice cream social and 
meet-and-greet with mem-

bers of the Gatesville ISD 
athletic staff.

Plans are still being final-
ized for a “Downtown Pep 
Rally” to be held one evening 
in the fall. The community-

wide pep rally will be held in 
the Gatesville’s downtown 
area including the Coryell 
County Courthouse lawn.  
More details will be released 
at a later date.

“Meet the Hornets” set for August 4
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STEPHENVILLE — 
Beginning fall 2023, 
Cleburne High School stu-
dents can earn university 
credit before they gradu-
ate, thanks to Tarleton 
State University’s dual 
enrollment program, 
Tarleton Today.

Tarleton and Cleburne 
Independent School 
District leaders signed the 
agreement in April.

“This partnership 
strengthens our commit-
ment to educational at-
tainment for all Texans,” 
said Tarleton President 
James Hurley. “Earning 
university credit while 
learning the expectations 
of higher education helps 
high school students 
bridge the transition to 
college while also saving 
them money.”

Tarleton already works 
with more than 350 
school districts state-
wide, including Cleburne, 
through its nationally 
acclaimed Distinguished 
High School Partners out-
reach. Launched in 2020, 
the program guarantees 
admission and provides 
annual scholarships to 
qualifying seniors.

Students participating 
in Tarleton Today take 
university courses over 
a traditional school year, 
receiving the high school 
portion of their instruc-
tion from their high 

school teacher and the 
university portion from a 
Tarleton professor. In ad-
dition to course content, 
Tarleton faculty empower 
students with university-
ready skills and provide 
professional development 
for collaborating teachers.

“This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our stu-
dents, especially those 
considering the study of 
veterinary medicine in 
college,” said Dr. Mark 
McClure, Cleburne ISD 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Student Services. 
“They will be receiving 
high school credit and 
four hours of college 
credit with successful 

completion of the course. 
Students will challenge 
themselves academically, 
as the class will reflect the 
rigor of the college class-
room, while also achiev-
ing college credit at a rea-
sonable price. It’s a real 
win-win for our students.”

Agriculture science 
teacher Wacey Newman 
will attend three days of 
training at Tarleton as the 
high school’s instructor 
of the dual-credit class. 

“We are excited to add 
this to the list of dual-
credit courses available 
at the high school and 
our career and techni-
cal education program,” 
Dr. McClure said. “This is 

one more example of the 
partnership we have with 
Tarleton, and we are very 
appreciative of this col-
lege-level learning experi-
ence for our students.”

Tarleton is developing 
dual enrollment oppor-
tunities in agricultural 
and STEM areas with 
school districts through-
out Texas. Districts will 
choose the courses they 
offer.

Dual enrollment classes 
use the same lesson 
materials and learn-
ing objectives as cours-
es taught at a Tarleton 
campus. Students who 
continue their education 
at Tarleton automatical-
ly qualify for additional 
scholarships.

A founding member of 
The Texas A&M University 
System, Tarleton is 
breaking records — in 
enrollment, research, 
scholarship, athletics, 
philanthropy and engage-
ment — while transform-
ing the lives of more 
than 16,000 students in 
Stephenville, Fort Worth, 
Waco, Midlothian, Texas 
A&M-RELLIS and online. 
True to Tarleton’s values 
of excellence, integrity, 
and respect, academic 
programs emphasize real 
world learning and ad-
dress regional, state and 
national needs.

STEPHENVILLE — by Fort Worth 
Inc. magazine. He is cited among 
the movers and shakers in the 
education category of the Summer 
2023 issue.

“It is an honor to receive this 
prestigious mention along with 
others who are doing so much 
in the name of education in Fort 
Worth and North Texas,” said Dr. 
Hurley. “I am humbled to join such 
an elite group of visionaries.”

Tarleton State has become one 
of the country’s fastest growing 
comprehensive public universities 
since Dr. Hurley’s arrival in 2019.

Under his leadership, the uni-
versity created and implement-
ed Tarleton Forward 2030: Our 
Future-Focused Strategic Plan, a 
blueprint for becoming the pre-
mier comprehensive public univer-
sity in the nation. During this time, 
Tarleton has elevated its academ-
ics, research, enrollment, retention 
rates, graduation rates, diversity, 
fundraising, athletics, and regional 
engagement.

Dr. Hurley’s signature initia-
tives include the distinguished 
high school and community col-
lege partnership programs, the 
President’s Excellence in Research 
Scholars (PERS), and membership 
into the prestigious Association 
of Public Land-Grant Universities 
(APLU).

He launched the largest-ever 
comprehensive capital campaign 
in Tarleton history. The university 
shattered the $100 million goal in 
2022, raising and eclipsing a new 
target of $125 million two years 
ahead of schedule.

The 400 has been a Fort Worth 

Inc. staple since 2018, recogniz-
ing Tarrant County residents who 
wield significant influence in edu-
cation, arts and leisure, banking 
and finance, economic develop-
ment, government, healthcare and 
life sciences, industry, nonprofits 
and foundations, philanthropy, 
professional services, real estate, 
religion, sports and transportation.

The honorees were guests at a 
June 18 reception at the Fort Worth 
Club.

A founding member of The 
Texas A&M University System, 
Tarleton is breaking records — in 
enrollment, research, scholarship, 
athletics, philanthropy and engage-
ment — while transforming the 
lives of more than 16,000 students 
in Stephenville, Fort Worth, Waco, 
Midlothian, Texas A&M-RELLIS and 
online. True to Tarleton’s values of 
excellence, integrity, and respect, 
academic programs emphasize 
real world learning and address re-
gional, state and national needs.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY  

Intercollegiate Tennis Association announced that Tarleton is an ITA All-Academic Team for the ninth time since 2012

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY  

Tarleton State University President 

James Hurley has been honored as 

one of the 400 most influential North 

Texans.

COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Cleburne High School students enrolling in Advanced Animal 
Science starting in 2023 will achieve both high school and 
college credit through a partnership with the Tarleton State 
University Tarleton Today program. The dual-enrollment class 
will result in four hours of college credit.

Cleburne ISD signs Tarleton 
State Dual Enrollment Pact

FW Inc. names Tarleton 
President Hurley to Top 
400 Most Influential

Tarleton tennis team named ITA  
All-Academic Team for 5th straight season

This week, the 
Intercollegiate Tennis 

Association announced 
that Tarleton is an ITA 

All-Academic Team for 
the ninth time since 2012, 
including all three years at 
the NCAA Division I level. 
The ITA All-Academic Team 
award is open to any ITA 
program that has a cumula-
tive team grade point aver-

age of 3.20 or above (on a 
4.00 scale). All varsity let-
terwinners are factored into 
the cumulative team GPA 
for the current academic 
year.

Five student-athletes were 
also named Women’s Tennis 

ITA Scholar-Athletes; Elsa 
Boisson, Martha Makantasi, 
Emma Persson, Audrey 
Pacheco, and Celia Vaudiau. 
This marks the third such 
awards for each of Boisson, 
Makantasi and Vaudiau, 
with Persson and Pacheco 

earning their first.
The Texans’ success on 

the court was no different, 
with the team posting a .778 
winning percentage,S

TEPHENVILLE – For the fifth consecutive 

season, Tarleton Tennis has claimed one 

of the top academic honors as a team in 

their sport.
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AmeliaAmeliaAmeliaAmelia
EARHART

Amelia Earhart was an amazing and courageous 
woman who became a famous pilot. She lived 

a long time ago, in the early 1900s, but 
her story still inspires people today.

Amelia loved to explore 
and try new things. When she 

was a little girl, she built a 
homemade roller coaster in 
her backyard and even flew 

a homemade kite. But her 
real passion was airplanes. 
She dreamed of flying 
high in the sky like a bird.

When she grew 
up, Amelia became 
the first woman to 
fly solo across the 
Atlantic Ocean. That 

means she flew all 
by herself in a tiny plane 

from one side of the ocean 
to the other. She was very brave 

to take on such a big adventure!
Amelia didn't stop there. She 

wanted to be the first woman to fly 
around the whole world. Sadly, during 

her attempt, her plane disappeared 
and she was never found. Even though 

she didn't finish her journey, Amelia's 
spirit and determination continue to 

inspire people around the world.
Amelia Earhart showed 

us that with hard work and 
determination, we can achieve 
our dreams. She proved that 
girls can do anything they 
set their minds to, even if 
it seems impossible. So 
whenever you see an airplane 
flying in the sky, remember 
Amelia Earhart and let her 
story remind you to never 
give up on your dreams!

J u l y  2 4

Amelia Earhart

Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

S E R O L P X E V Y

P Y S W Z J G A D X

I C I T N A L T A C

R W O M A N N C M Q

I T H C A E N A L P

T O N A V I G A T E

Z L J D Y B G V R M

R I P L O C E A N D

V P F K A I M Z V N

Z E R U T N E V D A

Word Bank

1. plane 2. spirit 3. fly 4. navigate

5. adventure 6. woman 7. explore 8. pilot

9. ocean 10. atlantic

Scientists found pieces of plane 
wreckage on the coral island of 
Nikumaroro in 1991. They have 

used radiation to observe writing 
on the rusted metal and believe 

that the pieces belonged to 
Earhart’s plane. 

CIRCUMNAVIGATE

To travel all the way around

When Earhart and her plane 
went missing, she was 

attempting to circumnavigate 
the Earth

Children’s Speech, Occupational, 
and Physical Therapy Services
Local Gatesville Clinic • 4723 E. Hwy 84 Gatesville, TX 76528
Request an appointment: (254) 399-8255 • elitetherapycenter.org

By David Scott

The youth of Gatesville’s 
Presbyterian Church re-
cently held a lemonade and 
treats fundraiser to benefit 
the Isaiah 117 House. Funds 
from the sale were sched-
uled to benefit the organi-
zation to help reduce the 

trauma for those who are 
entering the foster care sys-
tem.

Isaiah 117 House pro-
vides a comforting home 
where foster children can be 
brought to wait. It is a place 
that is safe with friendly and 
loving volunteers who pro-
vide clean clothes, smiles, 

toys, and snuggly blankets.
The youth of Gatesville’s 

Presbyterian Church want-
ed to provide funds for the 
organization to help the 
children while they wait for 
child welfare staff to do the 
necessary paperwork and 
identify good foster place-
ment.
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The youth of The Presbyterian Church worked to raise funds for a good cause.

Presbyterian youth raise funds for 
Isaiah 117 House

Staff Reports

Hay Valley Baptist 
Church will hold its Vaca-
tion Bible School on Mon-
day, July 24 to Friday, July 
28. Vacation Bible School 
will begin at 6 p.m. each 
day and will continue 
through 8:30 p.m.

This year’s theme is 
Keepers of the Kingdom, 
where children will learn 

about the Armor of God. 
Children in Kindergarten 
through sixth grade can 
attend. There will be a wa-
ter slide for the youth to 
enjoy.

Hay Valley Baptist 
Church is located at 3110 
Hay Valley Rd. in Gates-
ville. For more informa-
tion contact 830-377-
9846.

Hay Valley Baptist 
VBS set for July 24-28

Staff Reports

Gatesville Elementary 
School will host its annual 
Back to School bash on Sat-
urday, August 5 from 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Back to School Bash 
will include free back-
packs, school supplies, 
haircuts, along with hear-
ing and vision screenings.

There will be a chance to 

visit with community part-
ners including Acre Wood 
Dental, Community Coun-
seling, Texas AgriLife 4-H, 
Freedom Reins Counsel-
ing, Baylor Scott & White 
Clinic, Coryell Health Clin-
ic, Gatesville Fire Depart-
ment, Gatesville Police De-
partment, Gatesville Public 
Library, Gatesville Fitness 
Center, Walmart, H-E-B, 

service clubs, local church-
es, county legal and so-
cial services, WIC, General 
Educational Development, 
Righteous Roots, and Hid-
den Gem Family Center.

Gatesville Elementary 
School is located at 2537 
E. Main Street. For more in-
formation on the Back-to-
School Bash contact 254-
865-7262.

Gatesville Elementary School to 
host Back to School Bash

Staff Reports

Gatesville Independent 
School District and the 
Hornet Band Program 
have announced their first 
Alumni Band Outreach 
program. This program 
will give Gatesville High 
School band alumni the 
chance to perform with 
current students at certain 
specified events through-
out the upcoming football 
season.

The lead band director, 
principal, or superinten-
dent have the right to limit 
the number of alumni par-
ticipating in these events 
due to space constraints, 
safety issues, weather, 
or any other reason they 
deem necessary.

The first Alumni Band 
event will be on Friday, 
September 8 at the Home-
coming game. The due 
date for registration is Fri-

day, August 25.
If you are a proud alum of 

the Gatesville High School 
Hornet Band Program and 
would like to give another 
hoorah in the stands on a 
Friday night be sure to fill 
out a form by the link pro-
vided at https://forms.gle/
hyFSKXwURuwmMdk16.

For more information 
contact Gatesville High 
School at 254-865-8281.

GISD and Hornet Band Program 
presents Alumni Band Outreach



20 YEARS AGO (2003)
Navy Seaman Apprentice 

Jamie L. Pendley, daughter 
of Sherry Braucci of Gates-
ville, had completed U.S. 
Navy Basic training at Re-
cruit Training Command at 
Great Lakes, Ill.

The Pearl High School 
Class of 1943 was celebrat-
ing their 60-year reunion. 
Those attending were Len-
dal Bynum Lippert, Ervin 
Davis, Katherine Andrew 
Corbin, and Wayne Fleming.

Shelbi Lam, the 12-year-
old daughter of Jayson and 
Laura Lam, graduated from 
a modeling course held in 
San Antonio. She planned 
to audition for a presti-
gious expo held in Dallas.

John Dossey, the son of 
Eddie and David Bruton 
and Lonnie and Donna 

Dossey of Gatesville, had 
completed U.S. Navy basic 
training at Recruit Training 
Command in Great Lakes, 
Ill.

The Haase, Powell, and 
Bratton families enjoyed a 
picnic and paddle boating 
on Cowhouse Creek. Grace 
Bratton, age 89, enjoyed 
paddle boating as well.
30 YEARS AGO (1993)

Volunteer fire depart-
ments in Fort Gates, Ogles-
by, and Evant had acquired 
new fire trucks through the 
Rural Community Fire Pro-
tection program.

Ron West, county super-
visor, was selected to serve 
as a member of the Nation-
al Association of County 
Supervisors. West planned 
to travel to Washington, 
D.C. to address resolutions 
at the National Office.

Lieutenant Colonel Hugh 
J. Hall was promoted to 
Colonel in a ceremony held 
at MATES. His wife, Fran, 
pinned on his new rank 
with assistance from BG 
William Murphy.

Rev. Ernest and Mrs. Oph-
elia Dewald were being 
honored for 50 years in the 
Methodist Ministry. A re-
ception was held for them 
at Pidcoke United Method-

ist Church.
Teena Kennedy, a 1988 

graduate of Gatesville High 
School, had accepted a 
teaching position with the 
Japanese English Teaching 
Program located in Kom-
atsu, Japan.
40 YEARS AGO (1983)

Sections of the roof of the 
Pecan Grove Baptist Church 
tabernacle had collapsed 
when vandals removed and 
made off with some 2x4 
supports. 

Patsy Henson, an English 
teacher and assistant coach 
of girls sports at GHS re-
signed to accept a position 
in the Belton School Sys-
tem.

The GHS Stingettes at-
tended Drill Team Camp in 
Georgetown. Those attend-
ing were Stephanie Gohlke, 
Suzanne Griffith, Alice 
Mueller, Roz Petty, and 
Phyllis Rucker.

The designation of certi-
fied insurance counselor 
had been conferred on Brad 
Harris, owner of Jackson & 
Harris Insurance Agency in 
Gatesville. Harris had been 
with the agency since 1980.

Deemed the town’s new-
est doctor, 28-year-old Tim 
Maynard began his medical 
practice at the Gatesville 

Medical Center. He was de-
scribed as having a strong 
medical background and 
education.
50 YEARS AGO (1973)

The Rotunda Retirement 
Facility was in the process 
of being enlarged for the 
third time in its history. 
Work had already begun on 
the addition due to be com-
pleted in 1974.

Stop signs had been in-
stalled at the intersection 
corners of Leon-Lutterloh 
Streets creating a 4-way 
stop. Leon Street traffic for-
merly had the right-of-way.

Five Gatesville Scouts 
were leaving to attend a 
Scout Jamboree at Farragut 
Park, Idaho. The boys at-
tending were Johnny Hen-
dricks, Danny Williams, 
Shawn Hanson, David Go-
odrich, and Charlie Yates.

Frances Conner, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Con-
ner, was one of 200 home 
economic students chosen 
to attend the national Fu-
ture Homemakers of Amer-
ica meeting in Dallas.

Louise Gann was retiring 
as a schoolteacher after 
24 years in the profession. 
She was honored with a 
luncheon hosted by her co-
workers.
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Thank you Lyssa for being an 
amazing employee! 
Congratulations!

Lyssa Entenmann
DIETARY DEPARTMENT

Lyssa has worked in our 
Dietary Department for 
the past 2 years and has 

only called in TWICE! 
This go-getter helps train 
new staff, is always willing 
to come in when someone 
calls in, and is very easy to 

work with! 

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

The Coryell County Histor-
ical Commission recently re-
ceived an official certificate 
of recognition from Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott, in 
honor of the 125th anniver-
sary of the courthouse.

After receiving a formal 
invitation to attend the cel-
ebration, Governor Abbott 
quickly responded by send-
ing his thoughts about the 
historic structure. 

“It remains a focal point 
of the region’s cultural land-
scape. Although much has 
changed since 1898, the 
community essence has not, 
and this beautiful building 
reminds contemporary citi-
zens of Coryell County that 
they are part of a proud tra-
dition that spans centuries,” 

Abbott said.
In speaking about Coryell 

County, Abbott continued 
“Blessed with a rich past and 
prosperous present, Coryell 
County has played a signifi-
cant role in the larger story 
of Texas and her people, but 
I have full faith that its best 
days are yet to come.”

He continued, “This mile-
stone anniversary provides 
just cause for celebration, 
and as you reflect upon your 
illustrious heritage, know 
that Texas celebrates with 
you.”

Governor Abbott con-
cluded by saying “First Lady 
Cecilia Abbott joins me in 
encouraging the people of 
Coryell County to observe 
this occasion with benefit-
ting ceremonies and activi-
ties.”

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The official certificate of recognition from Texas Governor Greg Ab-
bott, in honor of the 125th anniversary of the Coryell County Court-
house.

Governor Abbott 
recognizes Coryell 
County Courthouse 
importance Whatever happened to….

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

Just a few days prior 
to the 125th anniversary 
celebration of the Coryell 
County Courthouse, histor-
ical markers were installed 
near the south entrance of 
the building.

A few months ago, the 

original historical marker, 
which was dedicated in 
1969, was removed for res-
toration since it had weath-
ered and faded since it 
was first installed 54 years 
ago. Larry Weiss, of Harris 
Creek, who has had expe-
rience restoring histori-
cal markers, restored the 

marker and brought it back 
to its original condition.

Next to the original mark-
er will be a new marker/
medallion which declares 
the courthouse to be re-
corded as a Texas Historic 
Landmark. Another plaque, 
attached to the original 
marker declares that the 

courthouse was placed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1977.

The dedication ceremony 
for the markers will take 
place during the anniversa-
ry celebration starting at 10 
a.m., on Saturday, July 22.
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 Todd Pierce, the Senior Maintenance Technician at the courthouse recently re-installed the historical markers near the south entrance 
of the courthouse.

Historical markers re-installed at Coryell 
County Courthouse after restoration


