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Rotunda demolition to begin soon
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Gatesville residents who live near 
the old Rotunda Nursing Home, 
located at 2525 Osage Road, have 
received good news — demolition 
of the structure and removal of 
debris is expected to start in mid-
July. And, apart from any weather 
delays, the work should be com-
pleted by the end of July.

A public hearing/town hall 
meeting provided information on 
the upcoming demolition process 
for the building.

The meeting was held on June 
22 and offered details on plans to 
demolish the dilapidated structure 
and clean up the property, which 
has been abandoned since 2000, 
and was acquired by the city of 
Gatesville through a tax foreclo-
sure in 2008. The property, which 
has been identified as a public 
health hazard in danger of collapse 
as well as being an eyesore, will be 
demolished by RDNI Companies 
of Rockwall. RDNI has conducted 
several asbestos abatements and 
demolitions of old schools and 
other properties in the Dallas area.

Because of the cost involved, it 
has been a long process to elimi-
nate the building. In 2010, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) performed an environmental 
assessment which determined the 
presence of asbestos.

The city funded a portion of 
demolition and asbestos abate-

ment in 2014 and 2015, but a lack 
of funding has delayed comple-
tion of demolition. On May 9, the 
Gatesville City Council awarded 
a $176,636 contract to RDNI to 
complete work on the site. An 
EPA Brownfield Cleanup grant will 
fund 80% of the work, with the city 
set to pay the remaining cost.

Once the site has been cleared, 
it has been identified as a possible 
location for a new Gatesville Police 
Department.

Diana Cross, the contractor in 
charge of the demolition, said ev-
ery effort will be made to secure 
the safety of nearby residents dur-
ing the demolition and cleanup. 
The process will be done through a 
wet demolition, meaning a steady 
stream of mist will be part of the 
operation in order to ensure that 
dust and small particles from the 
work do not carry over to nearby 
property.

The demolition process will be 
overseen by John McRae, an envi-
ronmental consultant with Baer 
Engineering & Environmental 
Consulting. He said the air will 
be closely monitored during the 
process to ensure no harmful par-
ticles impact area property.

Cross is a civil engineer with 
more than 27 years’ experience.

“Every year we do demolitions 
and asbestos cleanup, and we DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The old Rotunda Nursing Home, located at 2525 Osage Road and abandoned since 2000, is scheduled for demolition this 
month. The city of Gatesville held a public meeting on June 22 so that the contractor on the project and the engineering firm 
overseeing work could tell Gatesville residents about specifics related to the demolition and cleanup.

Ranch Rodeo in action
County approves 
subdivision plan

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Riding Club sponsored a Ranch Rodeo on June 24 at the Gatesville Rodeo Arena. The event featured five-man teams 
which participated in sorting, trailer loading, branding and stray gathering. For more photos, see Page A12.
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BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The Coryell County Commissioners Court approved plans 
for the Ranches at Buena Vista, a 926-acre subdivision in the 
Evant area during the June 27 meeting of the court.

Justin Mannix with the road and bridge department has 
been working with the developers to ensure that the prop-
er procedures are followed and went through an extensive 
checklist showing that documentation and requirements 
have been met.

Mannix said the development will feature 70 lots of vary-
ing size and will feature 28,587 feet of road through the 
property, The development will feature single family homes, 
and there will also be a couple of detention ponds on site.

“It’s on top of a mountain basically, so there’s no flood 
plain,” Mannix said. “The property is accessing a farm-to-
market road, and we got a letter from the TxDOT (the Texas 
Department of Transportation) saying they’ve approved the 
entrance.”

Mannix said the estimated cost of improvements at the 
site is $3,446,117.79, and the developers plan to have work 
completed by Jan. 19, 2024.

Drinking water will be provided by wells on site, and sep-
tic tanks, also known as on-site sewage facilities, will take 
care of wastewater. Electricity will be provided by Hamilton 
County Electric. A cluster mailbox will be located at the en-
trance to the subdivision.

“We received a letter from Middle Trinity (Groundwa-
ter Conservation District) stating they’re OK with the well 
study,” Mannix said.

“Do we have any concerns - there is a 90-degree turn in 
Buena Vista Drive, which is what appears to be to be the 
main thoroughfare in and out,” said County Judge Roger 
Miller.

“It looks worse than it is,” Mannix said. “It’s right on top of 
a hill. County Road and Bridge Administrator Justin Latham 
asked if the documentation for the subdivision included 
when electricity will be installed.

“They’re estimating some time in December according to 
the construction schedule,” Mannix said.

Miller asked if everyone was comfortable that two cul de 
sacs (dead end streets) at Alta Vista and Northside drives do 
not connect, and that “both terminate within about a lot and 
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Military, state department often work hand-in-hand
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

When American troops are sta-
tioned overseas, the U.S. State 
Department works hand-in-hand 
with the military to help meet the 
needs of the local population.

Lt. Col. James Marques, who 
served in the Army (including 
the Army National Guard and Re-
serve) for 37 years before retir-
ing in 2020, and was deployed to 
both Iraq and Afghanistan, offered 
a glimpse into the efforts of the 
government in working closely 
with the military during overseas 
operations.

“When I was overseas in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan, the mili-
tary was there parallel with the 
U.S. government,” Marques said 
while speaking at a meeting of the 
Gatesville Lions Club on June 21. 
“We worked with the State Depart-
ment, U.S.A.I.D. (the United States 
Agency for International Devel-
opment) and the Departments of 
Agriculture and Commerce — any-
thing to help them get started (in 

rebuilding those areas).
“We had a lot of civilians working 

there and they were all volunteers. 
They lived on base and we had to 
take care of them, feed them and 
give them a place to stay.”

The U.S. State Department was 
the first department appointed 
by George Washington, the first 
American president, when it was 
originally called the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, Marques said.

The current secretary of state 
is Anthony Blinken, and the first 

secretary of state was Thomas Jef-
ferson.

Marques also talked about Amer-
ican intelligence gathering. Agen-
cies involved in that in the past 
would often withhold intelligence 
information from other agencies. 
But following the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks, President George W. Bush 
appointed Tom Ridge as the first 
Secretary of Homeland Security to 
oversee all the intelligence agen-
cies, which were required to share 
information with each other fol-
lowing 9/11.

Marques said anyone traveling 
to a third-world country or an area 
that could be considered unsafe 
for Americans should notify the 
State Department via state.gov.

“That lets the United States 
know where you are, and if you 
have any problems, the U.S. will 
get you out,” he said. “Believe me, 
it works. Also, don’t drive in those 
countries” (where traffic laws may 
be significantly different and con-
ditions may be hazardous).

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

U.S. Army Lt. Col. James Marques (retired) gave an overview of how the U.S. State 
Department and military often work closely together in overseas operations.

“When I was overseas in 

both Iraq and Afghanistan, 

the military was there par-

allel with the U.S. govern-

ment.”

JAMES MARQUES
Retired U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel

work closely with the EPA (Environmental 
Protection Agency) and TCEQ (Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Quality),” Cross 
said. “We’re not new kids on the block. 
We recently completed a similar project in 
South Dallas for the city of Dallas.

“This building (in Gatesville) is definitely 
a priority for all of you. It’s a nest not only 
for crime but animals have been seen there. 
I think it is wonderful to get this done safely 
and in the proper way.”

Asked how long the project will take, 
Cross said it should be completed in five 
to 10 days, depending on the weather and 
accessibility of the landfill taking materials. 
She said removal of overgrown vegetation in 
the area will not be part of that 5–10-day 
time frame.

“We’re really excited about getting this 
done,” McRae said. “We’re a small environ-
mental firm whose clients include the city 
of Austin, Apple, Tesla and Oracle. We def-
initely know what we need to do to make 
sure everything stays in compliance. We’ve 
got specifications RNDI will adhere to for 
environmental impact and safety.

“I’ve been doing this for about 16 years 
so this is not my first rodeo, either, when it 
comes to building demolitions. I previously 
worked for NASA’s Johnson Space Center 
and was involved with 27 demolitions there. 
Ultimately, everything demolished will be 
removed and (2525 Osage) will be a wonder-
ful location.”

City Manager Scott Albert praised the ef-
forts of the city staff and former city man-
ager Bill Parry for putting together the team 
that will carry out the demolition and clean-
up.

He noted that there had been six or seven 
attempts to secure grant funding to com-
plete the demolition before the city was fi-
nally awarded an EPA grant.

“I’m excited. I know a lot of people want to 
see this building taken down and it’s going 
to be down, hopefully by the end of July,” 
Albert said.

Cross said the emphasis is on removing 
the danger to the public that the building 
presents. The scope of work for RNDI does 
not include removal of the concrete slab. 
However, Albert said the city might negoti-
ate with RNDI depending on the Gatesville 
City Council’s wishes to see that the slab is 

also removed.
“Once the work is complete, the property 

will be super nice like the lot next door,” 
Cross said.

Julie Hudson, director of the Gatesville 
Boys & Girls Club, said that the club is about 
a block and a half away from the Rotunda 
site and that children often ride their bikes 
there. She asked about safety precautions 
while work is being done.

“We’ll make sure we secure it,” Albert 
said. “I’ll talk to the Chief (Brad Hunt) about 
adding additional patrols.”

McRae said Baer Engineering will have 
someone on site dedicated to monitoring 

“all fugitive emissions — which we don’t 
expect hardly any. One of their (RNDI’s) em-
ployees will constantly spray water on all 
that dust. An onsite air monitor will collect 
all particulate dust, and we’ll be able to cap-
ture dust.”

One of those attending the meeting said 
she had a lung condition and that she could 
leave the area and stay in Temple while 
work was being done if she was notified in 
advance.

Albert said he will notify the residents if 
they provide him with contact information, 
and that signs will be posted, and the city 
website will be updated to alert people of 

impending work at the site. There is also 
a possibility of issuing a Code Red alert to 
notify neighborhood residents before work 
begins.

Another area resident asked if Animal 
Control will go in and make sure that snakes 
and rats that reside in the structure will be 
captured or eliminated so they do not es-
cape into the surrounding neighborhood 
when work begins.

“There are huge rats living there (at the 
Rotunda) and that’s a concern to the neigh-
bors,” the resident said.

Albert said he will talk to Chief Hunt 
about that and determine whether the city 
will take care of that concern or hire some-
one else to do the work.

“We definitely don’t want them (rats and 
snakes) running all over the neighborhood,” 
he said.

Another resident asked about the poten-
tial of water runoff from the demolition site 
affecting area properties.

“It won’t be a concentrated deluge of wa-
ter, but a steady spray,” McRae said. “Runoff 
is not anticipated. It will be a mist instead 
of a stream of water. If there is a freak rain 
event during the demolition, everything will 
get diluted and washed away and there will 
be essentially no impact (to the nearby en-
vironment).”

One neighbor said she has cattle and deer 
living nearby and asked if they should be re-
moved before demolition.

“No, especially with our environmental 
controls,” McRae said. “I have a degree in 
veterinary medicine, and I know a thing or 
two about that. Engineering controls will 
control that aspect.”

Cross said the asbestos on site will be con-
tained so that it will not pose any hazard to 
surrounding areas and residents to prevent 
any materials from dispersing.

“How much dust and commotion will it 
create when you bulldoze the building?” a 
neighbor asked.

“There will be dust — we can’t do anything 
about that,” Cross said. “Whenever anything 
comes down there is dust. We have to con-
trol it with water, so it won’t go very far.”

Another neighbor asked what will happen 
if it is determined that air quality is a con-
cern during monitoring of the work.

“We will issue a stop work action and re-
evaluate specifications to determine how to 
stop problems and determine how to better 
control emissions in a more effective man-
ner,” McRae said.

ROTUNDA
FROM PAGE A1
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Large rats, snakes and crime are among the major concerns of those living near the abandoned Rotun-
da nursing home building, which will soon be demolished.

a half of each other.”
“I will say the terrain makes it very difficult 

to connect those two,” Mannix said.
“You’d need to have a four-wheeler and 

something that flies,” Commissioner Keith 
Taylor joked.

Miller suggested that the MRB engineering 
firm be given an opportunity to review the 
plans before the commissioners voted on the 
plat and suggested waiting until the July 11 
meeting for a vote.

“I believe it would be a minimal cost,” Miller 
said.

“It’s my view if these were small lots, a city-
type subdivision, it would warrant that,” said 
Commissioner Kyle Matthews. “I don’t see 
that it would be worth spending the money 
in this case. I recommend approval of the plat 
with a construction bond of $3,446,117.79 
and with a completion time of January 2024.”

That motion was seconded by Taylor.
Commissioner Ryan Basham asked if Miller 

could find out how much it would cost the 
county to have an engineering firm review 
plat submissions in the future, and Miller said 
he would check on that.

RANCHES
FROM PAGE A1

Battalion commander traces family legacy with Army aviation
BY LT. COL JENNIFER BOCANEGRA
1st Cavalary Public Affairs

Lt. Col. Brad DeLoach took command of 
2nd Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment 
“Lobos”, Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry 
Division in February 2022 while the battal-
ion was deployed in Europe. The battalion 
which consists of seven different compa-
nies supports the largest and most diverse 
mission across the brigade.

DeLoach began his career as an aviation 
officer with the U.S. Army after receiving 
a commission through the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps with Presbyterian College 
out of Clinton, South Carolina in 2004.

DeLoach said he chose a life of service 
because every male in his family aside 
from one grandfather served in the mili-
tary in some capacity. His dad served in 
Korea with the U.S. Army band. His parents 
always encouraged him chase his dreams 
of becoming an Army Officer.

“I always wanted to join the service,” he 
said. “Every male in my life served in the 
military growing up.”

After being inspired to pursue a career 
with Army Aviation by 82nd Airborne Di-
vision pilot, Capt. Kimberly Hampton, who 
was killed during combat operations in 
Iraq, he was selected to serve as a aviator 
and went on to complete qualifications to 
operate CH-47 Chinooks and OH-58 Kio-
was. During the past 19 years of service, 
DeLoach has held a range of leadership and 
staff positions at all levels of command. He 
currently leads a formation consisting of 
over 500 service members including enlist-
ed Soldiers, warrant officers and commis-
sioned officers who operate and maintain 
a fleet of CH-47 Chinooks, UH-60L and HH-
60M Blackhawks that support a variety of 
missions from medical evacuation to trans-
porting personnel and equipment.

“I love supporting the ground force com-
mander either on their worst day or best 
day,” he said. “I enjoy what I do and will 
continue to do this as long as I feel I’m still 
making contributions to the team and my 
family is still with me.”

Almost three years ago while working 

at the U.S. Army War College (USAWC) De-
loach, who adopted as an infant, connected 
with his birth family through an at-home 
genealogy test.

“I checked the USAWC database and 
discovered a U.S. Army Aviation colonel 
named Edwin “Bud” Henry,” he said.

After some preparation and consider-
ation, DeLoach worked up the courage to 
reach out to Bud through a phone call.

Henry is now 81 years old and retired as 
a colonel.

“It was stunning. I listened to what he 
had to say very quickly and I said you are 
my grandson,” Henry said. “This is the 
phone call I’ve been waiting 40 years for.”

In reflection of connecting with his 
grandson, Henry expressed his joy in meet-
ing his great grandchildren and hearing 
about DeLoach’s career.

“It’s been amazing. He is interested in 
my war, Vietnam, and we talk about both 
of our careers with the service,” he said. 
“I’m so proud of his career. He is a people 
person who cares about his soldiers.”



There has been enough 
written about her that I oc-
casionally get comments 
from people on the street, or 
emails from readers wanting 
an update and asking how 
she is doing. For those of 
you who do not know Miss 
Jayne, she is a 93-year-old 
widow originally from Du-
rant, Oklahoma, but has 
lived in Gainesville, Texas 
for over 70 years. She is a 
retired public school music 
teacher, a good Christian, 
and my close friend. Just 
a little over a week ago, I 
moved her from Gainesville 
to an assisted care facility 
located near me so I could 
do a better job of keeping 
an eye on her. It was tough 
for a 93-year-old to leave 
their adopted hometown 
and start a new life, but she 
is settling into her new loca-
tion and doing fine.

Staff and residents in her 
assisted living facility have 
asked how Miss Jayne and 

I are related, and she re-
sponds by saying, “we are 
not related by blood, we 
are related by love.” I am 
not sure there is a better 
description of our relation-
ship. 

When my mother was alive 
but lived 400 miles away, she 
would call my neighbor Miss 
Jayne to find out what I was 
up to and how I was doing. 
Even though I called almost 
daily and traveled to see 
mom regularly, she wanted 
an independent source of 
information about how my 
life was going. The two se-
nior citizens would contact 
each other and “conspire” 
to keep up on all my com-
ings and goings. They never 
failed to offer me their ad-
vice, whether it was solicited 
or not. Maybe because I was 
single for so many years, the 
two women felt a duty and 
were compelled to attempt 
to “mother me.”

Once mom died, and Miss 

Jayne’s son passed from a 
stroke shortly thereafter, 
she and I fell into a unique 
situation. We both had 
empty spaces in our hearts 
which needed to be filled 
and whether it be described 
as fate, an act of God, or 
blind luck, our hearts joined. 
We are close and care very 
deeply for each other.

For over twenty years we 
have listened to the prob-
lems of each other, offered 
advice and counsel, but most 
importantly, always offered 
support. It is a deep sort 
of friendship I fear many 
people never experience. Its 
very nature makes one feel 
warm and loved because the 
obligations between us are 
completely made by free 
choice, and not by the ob-
ligations of blood. To us, it 
makes what we share that 
much more special.

Miss Jayne is pleased with 
her new surroundings. The 
food is terrific, the staff 
is kind and considerate, 
and she gets to see me al-
most every day. While the 
93 years of living have left 
their mark on her, she en-
joys dining with her new 
friends, playing bingo, and 
watching westerns on TV. 

We acknowledge the time we 
have left to share our friend-
ship is dwindling; it may be 
hours or years, but we know 
it is short. Our intention is 
to “use up” every second 
and relish that we were 
blessed to have each other 
in our lives. We are blessed 
my wife understands our 
friendship and she so will-
ingly and graciously shares 
me with Jayne.

Friendship cannot be 
bought. It cannot be traded 
for or otherwise acquired. 
It is one of the greatest as-
sets in our “treasury” of life. 
Stop and think about your 
friends for a second. Write 
that letter or email you 
have been putting off. Pick 
up that phone and recon-
nect with someone who has 
slipped to the back corner 
of your life. Sit down with 
that special person who un-
derstands and knows you 
and tell them how much you 
love and appreciate them. 
You will never regret it.

Thought for the day: A 
true friend is someone who 
walks in, when the rest of 
the world is walking out.

Until next time…I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Friendship comes in all shapes, sizes, 
and ages.

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Amy Gabriel!

Amy is a Store Manager at Walgreens in Gatesville. She 
has been with Walgreens for more than a year and loves 
going into work each day. She enjoys working with cus-
tomers and patients to meet their needs with the utmost 
customer satisfaction.

If you happen to see Amy around town, say hello! She 
is one of us!

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Amy Gabriel

Folksaround town

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated colum-
nist and newspaper executive. He is 
also an author, playwright, actor and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

S
ince I began writing this column, I have 

occasionally written about my friend 

Miss Jayne. 

County leaders update construction process on Leon Street projects

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Two buildings are down, and expansion 
and construction remain for county build-
ings on Leon Street.

The Coryell County Commissioners Court 
presented an update on county construction 
efforts at a June 27 meeting. Following last 
month’s demolition of the old county jail, 
which has housed offices of justices of the 
peace, the old Poston Implements building, 
which had previously housed the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety, was demolished 
June 26-27.

The site of the old jail will be used to ex-
pand the current jail facility from 92 beds to 
147 beds. The old Poston site will become a 
parking lot for the Leon Street Annex, a jus-
tice facility. In the meantime, DPS officers 
are working from Gatesville Primary School. 
The justice of peace offices that had been 
housed in the old jail are temporarily lo-
cated at the old Gatesville City Hall location 
across the street from the library.

Sierra Demolition has been responsible 

for the take down of the old jail and Poston 
buildings, and Commissioner Ryan Basham 
said as of June 27, most of the work has 
been completed.

“There hasn’t been a lot of movement at 
the Leon Street Annex,” Commissioner Scott 
Weddle said. “The engineering firm hadn’t 
provided all the information to Jeff Hef-
felfinger and Southwest Architects.” Weddle 
said he called the engineering company to 
make sure the architects had all the neces-
sary information.

That information was due to Southwest 
Architects by June 29.

“They are supposed to provide a base 
plan which I’ve been (requesting) for three 
months,” Heffelfinger said. He added that 
despite the delays, progress will be made 
soon.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The old Poston Implements building, which 
housed the Texas DPS, was torn down June 26-27.

Coryell County trapper announces upcoming retirement
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

For nearly 25 years, Lawrence Pruett has been trapping 
feral hogs and other nuisance animals in Coryell County 
and the state of Texas, but he announced plans to retire in 
January 2024.

“As of sometime in January, I’m gone,” he told the Coryell 
County Commissioners Court on June 27. “I’ve been doing 
this for 25 years and it’s time. If you want to continue this 
program, we can get the job posted.”

County Judge Roger Miller said “there are still nuisance 

animals out there that need to be trapped — I don’t know if 
we can let you go.”

Pruett said there are “probably more feral animals out 
there than when I started.”

 
He said the problem with feral hogs had especially be-

come greater.
“I probably caught only three pigs the first three years 

I worked,” Pruett said. The reported local number of feral 
hogs has since risen into the thousands annually.

The Texas Parks & Wildlife Department estimates there 
are 2.6 million feral hogs in Texas, and as of 2019, an esti-
mated $119 million worth of damage is done each year to 
Texas agricultural endeavors.

Miller said he is “certainly supportive of the (trapping) 
program continuing.”

Commissioner Ryan Basham said he appreciates Pruett’s 
work throughout Coryell County.

“Thank you, Mr. Pruett, for your service — we appreciate 
all you do,” he said.

County gets update on grant process
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

A hiccup in following procedures shouldn’t de-
lay the county’s pursuit of grant funds related 
to the Coryell County Hazard Mitigation Plan, 
but it could impact the county’s efforts to seek 
Community Development Block Grant Mitigation 
(CDBG-MIT) funds.

That was the word reported to the Coryell 
County Commissioners Court by Steve Manning 
with Natural Resource Solutions (NRS) during a 
recent presentation to the court.

Manning said he and County Auditor Matthew 
Wood and Administrative Assistant Lisa Roebuck 
have been in discussions with Texas General Land 
Office (GLO) representatives about the procedur-
al concerns.

“Regarding the HMP, overall, the conversation 
was positive,” Manning said. “The GLO provided a 
series of steps (to ensure the county is following 
the proper procedures when it comes to procure-
ment). The county self-reported that the proce-

dures weren’t initially followed. With a letter cor-
recting the items, the HMP should be acceptable.”

The Texas Department of Emergency Manage-
ment approved the county’s HMP and sent the 
document to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) for approval. The county is await-
ing FEMA’s response, which is expected later this 
month.

“I think we’re going to be OK with the HMP,” 
Manning said.

County Judge Roger Miller said, “the two big-
gest takeaways I have regarding the procurement 
process is to make sure we post items in the local 
newspaper so the public has an opportunity to 
see that, and we have a detailed outline of who 
does what in what sequence to prevent any of 
those issues in the future.”

Miller said the county received 60 requests 
for information regarding the CDBG-MIT and is 
working with Langford Community Management 
Services on that.

“I’ve been told Langford has responded to 

those,” Miller said. “We are working so Lisa (Roe-
buck) can have access to those.”

Manning said the county may have to reprocure 
some items following the proper procurement 
procedures.

“I don’t think the money is at risk, but I think 
there may be some additional steps the county 
will have to take to clean that up,” he said.

Lillian Reed with NRS said the county received 
$300,000 through a Resilient Communities Pro-
gram (RCP) grant that will focus on two segments 
— building codes and a land use plan.

“We received $20,000 for building codes and re-
quested $280,000 for land use codes,” Reed said. 
“The GLO suggested $250,000, but we asked for 
$280,000 because we will incorporate subdivi-
sion regulations in that.”

The county will receive 11% of the requested 
$300,000 back for administrative fees, Reed said.

“We’re about three weeks out from an an-
nouncement on it, so it’s good news overall,” she 
said.

On June 23, the Gatesville 
Police Department received 
a call in the 2000 block of 
Waco Street, where one per-
son was stabbed.

Coryell County deputies 
responded to the suspect’s 
location while Gatesville Po-
lice officers were process-
ing the incident scene. Of-
ficers arrested the suspect 
and transported her to the 
Coryell County Jail without 
incident. The suspect was 
subsequently charged with 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon. She is iden-
tified as Kirstin Poston, a 
24-year-old Gatesville resi-
dent, according to the GPD.

The victim was transport-
ed from Coryell Health to an-
other hospital for treatment 
for life-threatening injuries.

Assault arrest made
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TREK BICYCLE WACO • ACORN WASTE SOLUTIONS • H-E-B 

City of Gatesville • Lone Star Automotive • Highway 2 Heaven Biker Church

Bicycle World • Morrell’s Dirt Farm • LMNT • Christian Cycling • East Texas Sonar • Scott’s Funeral Home

American Legion Post 42 • Leon River Premium Beef • Sun Country Bicycles • Poco Automotive

Comfort Inn and Suites • Bayer Auto • Fincher’s Body Shop • Eastwood Baptist Church • Sawdust and Splinters

Hillside Medical Lodge • Coryell Assisted Living • Coryell Health RehabLiving • Friends Helping Veterans

Whitt Building Supplies • Gatesville Dental • Studebakers Pizza • The House That God Built

Bob Beck Appliance • Pruitt’s Convenience Store  • Grib’s Construction • Park Street Burgers • Extraco Banks

Kaibas Machine & Tool • Davidson Auto Parts • J&M Hill Country BBQ • First National Bank

F8 Tech • Gatesville Walmart • The Junction 36 • Graves Florist • Rancher’s Steakhouse and Grill • The Feed Mill • Prima Pasta

The Fire Ant Bicycle Tour 

is our annual 

scholarship fundraiser.

Without the faithful support of these 

businesses and individuals, we would not 

be able to provide the scholarships we 

give each year to graduating seniors.

Thank you for helping us continue this 

effort that benefits our 

outstanding young people.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SAG STATIONS VOLUNTEERS

Highway to Heaven Biker Church • Gatesville Lions Club • Considine Family • Susie Meelbusch

The Exchange Club of Gatesville would like to thank the following sponsors for their 

support in our 27th Annual Fire Ant Tour:

Staff Reports

The City of Gatesville will 
present its annual fireworks 
show on Tuesday, July 4. 
Fireworks will begin at dark, 
around 9:30 p.m. The event 

will be free for the public to 
attend.

The fireworks will be set 
off in the vicinity of Gates-
ville Independent School 
District and will be visible 

from multiple parking areas 
around town.

For more information 
contact 254-865-8951.

Staff Reports

Grace Bible Church of 
Gatesville will hold an Inde-
pendence Day celebration 
on Tuesday, July 4 from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Grace 
Bible Church has built a per-
manent tabernacle, where 
the celebration is set to be 
held this year. This is a pub-

lic event for the community 
to attend, and everything is 
free.

Food will be served until 8 
p.m. and includes barbecue 
sandwiches, hot dogs, chips, 
watermelon, snow cones, 
root beer, floats, sodas, wa-
ter, and desserts.

Activities will include bin-
go with prizes, train rides, 

inflatables, a corn cannon, 
music, a balloon toss game, 
corn hole, rat rollers, volley-
ball, and a dunk tank.

For more information 
on the celebration con-
tact Grace Bible Church at 
254-248-0053. Grace Bible 
Church is located at 4012 US 
Hwy. 84 in Gatesville.

Staff Reports

Gateway Baptist Church is 
to hold a July 4 celebration 

from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. There 
will be plenty of fellowship, 
games, food, and fireworks. 
The event is completely free 

for community members to 
attend.

The event will include lots 
of free food including chili, 

hotdogs, and homemade 
ice cream. Activities will in-
clude a water slide, water 
balloons, cornhole games, 

and observation of the city’s 
fireworks show.

Gateway Baptist Church is 
located at 2819 South Hwy. 

36 in Gatesville. For more 
information contact 254-
865-6924.

Businesses and govern-
mental offices across Cory-
ell County will join the rest 
of the nation on Tuesday, 
July 4 in celebration of Inde-
pendence Day.

Closings in the area in-
clude:

GOVERNMENT
The offices for the cities of 

Gatesville and Evant will be 
closed on Tuesday, July 4. 
The city of Oglesby offices 
will be closed on Monday, 
July 3 and Tuesday, July 4. 
Coryell County Government 
offices including the Coryell 

County Courthouse will be 
closed as well.

The Farm Service Agency 
will also recognize the holi-
day and will be closed on 
Tuesday, July 4.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Extraco, Cadence, Educa-

tor’s Credit Union, and the 
First National Bank of Gates-
ville, Evant, and Oglesby will 
be closed on Tuesday, July 4.

POST OFFICES
All local post offices will 

be closed on Tuesday, July 
4.

LIBRARY

The Gatesville Public Li-
brary will be closed on Tues-
day, July 4.

SENIOR CENTER
The Gatesville Multi-Ser-

vice Center will be closed on 
Tuesday, July 4.

MUSEUM
The Coryell County Muse-

um and Multi-Service Center 
will be closed on Tuesday, 
July 4.

NEWSPAPERS
The Gatesville Messen-

ger office will be closed on 
Tuesday, July 4.

City of Gatesville presents July 4 fireworks show

Grace Bible Church to 
hold celebration July 4

COURTESY PHOTO

Independence Day is  observed in Gatesville with a fireworks show as well as celebrations at a couple of 
local churches. 

Gateway Baptist Church to hold July 4 event

COURTESY PHOTO

Many business and government offices will closed Tuesday in observance of Independence Day.

Closures announced for 
Fourth of July holiday
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As temperatures rise 
throughout the summer, 
it is essential to stay hy-
drated to keep body joints 
lubricated, to regulate body 
temperature, to prevent in-
fections, to deliver nutrients 
to cells, and to keep organs 
functioning properly.

According to the National 
Heart, Lung, and Blood In-
stitute, “An increase in hot 
summer days, where it felt 
at least 90 degrees, was as-
sociated with an average of 
1,373 deaths each year. This 
ranged from an additional 
752 deaths in 2008 to 2,337 
in 2011.”

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said, 

“Anyone can be at risk to 
the health effects of heat, 
but some are more vulner-
able, including pregnant 
people, people with heart or 
lung conditions, young chil-
dren, older adults, athletes, 
and outdoor workers.”

The CDC has provided the 
following tips to keep cool 
in the hot summer:

1. Keep your body 
temperature cool to avoid 
heat related illness.

— Stay in an air-con-
ditioned indoor location as 
much as possible.

- Schedule outdoor 
activities carefully, and be 
sure to wear loose, light-
weight, light-colored cloth-
ing and sunscreen.

- Take colder show-
ers or baths to cool down.

- Do not leave chil-
dren or pets in cars.

- Check on individu-
als most at-risk twice a day 
including the elderly, the 
very young, and people with 
chronic diseases or mental 
illness.

2. Be sure to stay hy-
drated because your body 
loses fluids through sweat, 
and you can become dehy-
drated during times of ex-
treme heat.

- Drink more water 
than usual.

- Don’t wait until you 
are thirsty to drink more 
fluids.

- Drink from two to 

four cups of water every 
hour while working or exer-
cising outside.

- Avoid alcohol or 
liquids containing high 
amounts of sugar.

- Remind others to 
drink enough water.

3. Stay informed on 
local weather forecasts so 
you can plan activities safe-
ly when it’s hot outside.

- Check local news 
for extreme heat alerts and 
safety tips.

- Watch for the 
symptoms of heat illness. 
Heat exhaustion symp-
toms include heavy sweat-
ing; weakness; cold, pale, 
clammy skin; a fast or weak 
pulse; nausea; or fainting. 

Heat stroke symptoms in-
clude a high body tempera-
ture above 103 degrees 
Fahrenheit; hot, red, dry or 

moist skin; rapid or strong 
pulse; and possible uncon-
sciousness.

Staff Reports

Righteous Roots has start-
ed holding weekly classes 
for the community to at-
tend. The classes will be 
held in the Righteous Roots 
building located at 904 East 
Leon Street in Gatesville.

Each Monday there will be 
a women’s Bible study at 10 
a.m., a parenting class held 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., and 
a youth Bible study group at 
6:30 p.m.

Every Tuesday there will 
be a parenting class from 3 

p.m. to 4 p.m., a parenting 
class from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
and a men’s Most Excellent 
Way group at 7 p.m.

On Thursdays, an anger 
management class will be 
held from noon to 1 p.m., a 
parenting class from 3 p.m. 

to 4 p.m., and a women’s 
support group at 6 p.m.

Righteous Roots is a 
Christian organization es-
tablished in 2018. Righteous 
Roots seeks to provide 
education, emergency safe 
housing, and advocacy to 

individuals fleeing abusive 
situations. Their mission is 
to provide safe refuge and 
guidance to individuals ex-
periencing abuse-related 
trauma.

For more information con-
tact Righteous Roots at 254-

651-3600 or by email at mel-
anie@righteousroots.org.

Hours: Friday 7am-2pm and 5pm-8pm

Saturday 8am-2pm and 5pm-8pm

Sunday 8am-1pm 

Facebook: otowncafetx

254-456-3030 

106 Main St., Oglesby, TX 76561
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We are currently enrolling for our fall 

PRIVATE

KINDERGARTEN

CLASS

Teachers: Kay Bell and Vicki Casey
Limited space available. 

Please call the preschool at (254) 248-0041 

or Kyla Brown at (254) 248-7850.

Trinity Baptist Preschool

Local Unique Vendors

2nd Saturday of each month, May-Sept. 8am-12 noon; Oct.-Dec., Mar. & Apr.  9am-1pm

IN THE COTTON BELT DEPOT PARKING LOT

MARKET

DAYSS

Brought to you by Gatesville Chamber of Commerce

2307 S. HWY. 36, GATESVILLE, TX • 8 A.M.- 12 NOON

SATURDAY, JULY 8

Fresh Fruits & Veggies • Décor • Blacksmith

Baked Goods • Crafts • Gifts • Much More

Staff Reports

The community of Ogles-
by will hold a July 4 celebra-

tion Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. 

There will be plenty of ac-
tivities including a bounce 

house, free hot dogs, a corn-
hole tournament, and fire-
works show.

To register for the corn-

hole tournament, contact 
Diane at 254-223-1395 by 4 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 4. The 
cost will be $40 per person 

and all proceeds made will 
be paid to the winners of the 
cornhole tournament.

The event will be held on 

Main Street in Oglesby.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell Health recently sponsored a Walk-a-Thon for The Longest Day to walk against Alzheimer’s. The event was held on the stadium 
track at Gatesville High School. Coryell Health employees walked with family and friends while remembering those who battle the re-
lentless disease. To raise money for the event, walkers were sponsored for every mile they walked.

Staff Reports

The 86th annual Gates-
ville Riding Club Rodeo will 
be held Thursday, July 27 
through Saturday, July 29. 
The rodeo starts at 7:30 
p.m. Admission is $12 for 
adults and $7 for kids ages 
6-12. Kids ages 5 and under 
get in free.

Each night of the rodeo 
Mutton Bustin’ will be in-
cluded, which will start at 
7 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday, and at 6:30 p.m. on 
Saturday. It will be limited 
to 20 riders per night and 
there will be a $30 entry 
fee. There will also be a Calf 
Scramble, which does not 
require pre-registration.

To register for Junior Bar-
rels, call 254-493-8954 on 
Monday, July 25 from 7 p.m. 

to 9 p.m.
Once again, the rodeo will 

have its “Bubble Balls and 
Bulls” event for the specta-
tors to enjoy.

Thursday will be “Military 
Appreciation Night” with 
admission fees of $10 per 
adults and $5 for kids ages 
6-12. Military ID is required 
for discount admission.

Friday will have a “Back 
the Blue” theme, and those 
attending are encouraged 
to wear blue to support law 
enforcement officers. On 
Saturday, the rodeo will fea-
ture an appearance by the 
Fort Hood 1st Cavalry Horse 
Platoon.

Gates to the rodeo will 
open at 6 p.m. The arena is 
located on Veteran’s Memo-
rial Drive in Gatesville.

Oglesby community to celebrate July 4 

CORYELL HEALTH SPONSORS WALK-A-THONGatesville Riding 
Club Rodeo to be 
held July 27-29

Righteous Roots announces current weekly class schedules

No offense, but here’s 
my opinion.

This is not intended to 
OFFEND ANYONE, BUT as a 
tax payer I do feel I have the 
right to express my opinion.

I love small town Gates-
ville, knowing people per-
sonally, especially our local 
businesses.

My personal opinion 
(which isn’t worth much) is 
there are many ways we can 
improve our town:

1. Traffic – many 
people are willing to run red 
lights, talk on cell phones – 
endanger others – finding a 
way to STOP this.

2. Making more acces-
sible transportation for the 
elderly who no longer can 
drive.

3. Personal safety – 
not the need for tourists 
– many elderly women, es-
pecially, live alone – want to 

feel safe.
4. Continue to care 

about our neighbors – look 
after each other.

Yes, there are always 
changes in life, some chang-
es are good, some are not so 
good, only about MONEY. 
Yes, money is required for 
many projects, but what is 
best for TAX PAYING CITI-
ZENS. All of everything be-
longs to God to begin with.

I, for one, do not want to 
be McKinney, Waco, Austin, 
etc.

What does it mean to be-
come an economic engine 
for the community (MORE 
TAXES)?

Sorry, I do not believe we 
need a FIRM to tell us what 
Gatesville needs; how about 
listening to the Gatesville 
citizens and what THEY 
WANT and NEED.

A very elderly citizen,
Lissa Derrick

Gatesville

Be sure to stay hydrated in our Texas summer heat
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bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For 
Appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    

LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

OBITUARIES

Dannie Fay Harrison, of 
Willis, went to be with the 
Lord on June 19, 2023, at 
the age of 75, while sur-
rounded by her family.

Fay was preceded in 
death by her parents, Troy 
and Pearl Whisenhunt; sis-
ter, Martha Baize; brother, 
Troy Lee Whisenhunt; and 
daughter, Laura Harrison.

Fay is survived by her 
husband, Bill Harrison; son, 
Trey Harrison, wife Deanna, 
and their children Emillie 
and Will; son, John Harri-
son, wife Candi, and their 
children Lilliann and Walk-
er, and their granddaugh-
ters, Heather Harrison and 
Hannah Harrison-Cornwall, 
as well as a host of other 
loving relatives and friends.

Fay was raised on her fam-
ily’s ranch in Turnersville. 
This is where her love of 
gardening and livestock all 
began. Fay was the saluta-
torian of Turnersville High 
where she enjoyed playing 
volleyball and basketball. 
She was also crowned Co-
ryell County Farm Bureau 
Queen her senior year. 

Fay met her husband 
Bill at Sam Houston State 
University and they soon 
married, 11 months later, 
in 1970. When the family 
came along, Fay and Bill’s 
home was always busy with 
fair-bound chickens, pigs, 
and cattle as well as ac-
tive children. Fay was not 
only a mother to her own 
children, but she cared for 
many others who were al-
ways welcomed with open 
arms into her home.

Fay’s home was always 
filled with the wonderful 
aromas of her delicious 
home style cooking.

Specialties included deli-
cious venison with cream 
gravy, pot roasts, and fresh 
vegetables from Fay’s well-
tended, prolific garden. 
Fay was always prepared 
to feed any and all friends 
and strangers that the fam-
ily brought home with the 
warmest of smiles.

Fay was a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Conroe for over 25 
years. As a retired educa-

tor of forty-two years, Fay 
will be fondly remembered 
by many former students 
and faculty of Willis and 
Conroe Independent School 
districts where she served 
as a math teacher and high 
school guidance counselor. 
She was described as being 
patient, kind, loving and a 
friend to many.

Bill and Fay were married 
for fifty-three years and 
often celebrated their an-
niversary at the Annandale 
Ranch near Sabinal, TX. 
Swimming and tubing in 
the beautiful Frio River, ear-
ly morning deer hunts, deli-
cious cookouts around the 
campfire, visits to the bat 
cave at dusk and the won-
derful fellowship of friends 
and family are some of the 
most cherished of memo-
ries that the Harrison fam-
ily shared. Fay was at the 
heart of these memories 
and loved returning there 
even after Alzheimer’s had 
begun to take its grim toll. 
At her request, her ashes 
will be distributed in the 
Frio River near the place 
she loved so much.

She supported many local 
organizations such as the 
North Montgomery Coun-
ty Support Group, Willis 
Ag Boosters Club, and the 
Montgomery County Fair 
Association.

A memorial service for 
Dannie Fay Harrison was 
held June 30th at 10 a.m. 
at the North Montgomery 
County Community Center 
located in Willis, Texas. In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
to the Willis Ag Booster 
Club would be appreciated 
(PO BOX 1735 Willis, TX 
77378).

Tracy Lynn Sullivan, age 
58, of Gatesville, went to be 
with her Lord and Savior on 
Sunday, June 25, 2023.

Funeral services were 
held at 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 29, at First Baptist 
Church, with Keith Steward 
officiating.  Private family 
interment followed the ser-
vice at Restland Cemetery.

Tracy Lynn Sullivan was 
born on December 28, 
1964, in Gatesville to Jerry 
Dale and LaRue Painter Sul-
livan.   They were and al-
ways remained a treasured 
part of Tracy’s life. She 
went to school in Gates-
ville from the 1st through 
the 12th grade, graduating 
from Gatesville High School 
in 1983. After graduation, 
she attended McLennan 
Community College and 
graduated from Baylor Uni-
versity in 1990 with a Bach-
elor of Science in Education. 
As well as being a devoted 
“Gatesville Hornet,” she was 
proud to be a “Baylor Bear.”  
After graduating from Bay-
lor, she taught 2nd grade 
for fourteen years and one 
year of 1st grade for Killeen 
Independent School Dis-
trict.  She then taught 4th, 
5th and 6th grade for four-
teen years for Gatesville In-
dependent School District.  
She retired in 2018 after 28 
years in education.

Tracy accepted Christ 
at the age of eleven, join-
ing First Baptist Church of 
Gatesville.  She loved her 

church and never consid-
ered going anywhere else.  
She served as Chairman 
of the First Baptist Church 
Academy for three years 
and taught Sunday School, 
where she made many good 
friendships to include Lera 
Lam and Linda Lam.  

She was preceded in 
death by those she loved 
dearly, her Grannie and 
Papa, Jim and Elsie Graves 
Painter; Nannie, Eudell 
Sullivan; aunt and uncle, 
Wayne and Nellie Sullivan. 

Tracy is survived by her 
parents, Jerry and LaRue 
Sullivan; dear cousins, Bren-
da Liddicoat and husband, 
Rod, Melissa Blaisdell.  She 
is also survived by a cous-
in, Jimmy Glover and wife, 
Nancy, and special friends, 
Bobby and Joan Harrington.

In lieu of flowers, Tracy 
requested that memori-
als be made to her church, 
First Baptist Church, 912 E. 
Main Street, Gatesville, TX 
76528.

Dannie Fay Harrison
June 9, 1948 – June 19, 2023

Tracy Sullivan
December 28, 1964 – June 25, 2023

BY SHERRY LAWRENCE
Coryell County              
Historical Commission

The Greenbriar Cem-
etery, located on Greenbri-
ar Road near South Moun-
tain, has been honored 
with the Texas Historical 
Commission’s approval as 
a Designated Texas His-
torical Cemetery.  The des-
ignation brings protection 
at the highest level of Tex-
as law, as well as histori-
cal distinction to another 
Coryell County cemetery.

Greenbriar Cemetery 
originated with Robert 
Crofford Burt’s donation 
of one acre of his land for 
use as a public cemetery, 
shortly after he and his 
family settled on his 136-
acre Texas land grant, in 
1878.  R.C. Burt and his 
wife Margaret Emeline 
Duncan Burt’s infant son 
John Wesley Burt, born 
and died in 1880, is the 
earliest known burial in 
the Greenbriar Cemetery.

Although Greenbriar 
Cemetery was a public 
burial ground throughout 
most of its existence, the 
majority of those buried 
there are descendants 

of the various branches 
of the R.C. Burt family.  
These burials include for-
mer distinguished military 
servicemen, community 
leaders, and one nation-
ally acclaimed profession-
al football legend, Clyde 
“Bulldog” Turner.

The original one-acre 
cemetery property ex-
panded to two and one-
half acres when the W.R. 
Burt family deeded the 
cemetery to the Green-
briar Cemetery Associa-
tion in 1975. Additional 
property was deeded to 
the association in 2009, by 
Peggy Burt Blanchard.   

In 2009, the Greenbriar 
Cemetery Association de-
cided to limit future buri-
als to close relatives of 
those who were buried in 
the cemetery at that time, 
making the cemetery a pri-
vate burial ground.    

Application for a Texas 
Historical Cemetery Mark-
er will begin in 2024, and 
approval for the marker 
will add to the historical 
recognition for this im-
portant Coryell County 
cemetery.

Greenbriar Cemetery 
receives Designated           
Texas Historical  
Cemetery honor

COURTESY OF FIND A GRAVE

Greenbriar Cemetery
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The Coryell County Ge-
nealogical Society will meet 
at 6 p.m. on July 11, 2023, 
at the Gatesville Public Li-
brary.  Sherry Lawrence 
will present a program on 
methods for sharing family 
genealogical information.

After spending countless 
hours accumulating and 
organizing family records, 
genealogists are faced with 
a common problem: what 
to do with the information.  
In the past, genealogies 
were published in books; 
but that method of sharing 
and ensuring preservation 
is now joined by several 
digital options. Other pos-
sibilities include decorative 
albums featuring individual 
ancestors or family groups. 
The inclusion of photo-
graphs and copies of fam-

ily records is a way to make 
your information more in-
teresting and bring life to 
your presentations.

No matter the choice for 
sharing and preserving 
your information, genealo-
gists should take measures 
to make their family aware 
of the importance of pre-
serving your hard work. 
Even if immediate family 
members have no current 
interest in your work, mak-
ing the information avail-
able for future genealogists 
will assure that your fam-
ily’s contribution to society 
will not be forgotten.

The Coryell County Ge-
nealogical Society members 
welcome the public to their 
meetings and hope every-
one who shares our interest 
in genealogy and local his-
tory will join them.

Genealogical Society 
to meet July 11

Preston Shelton, age 71, 
of Gatesville, passed away 
on Sunday, June 25, 2023.

Memorial services are 
scheduled for 12 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 5, at Flat 
Baptist Church with Carlos 
Webb officiating.

Preston Wayne Shelton 
was born on December 
26, 1951, to the late Allen 
and Nell Altum Shelton of 
Gatesville. He grew up and 
attended school in both 
Flat and Gatesville. In 1969, 
he enlisted in the United 
States Army and was sta-
tioned in Korea until 1971. 
He was a plumber by trade 
and also worked as a truck 
driver for a short period of 
time.

He enjoyed fishing and 
jeep riding. He was also a 
beloved father, grandfa-
ther, great-grandfather, and 
brother.

Preston was preceded in 
death by his parents; sis-
ters, Betty Summers, and 

Connie Hodges; and great-
grandson, Isaiah Cole Rich-
ards.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Chance Shelton and 
wife, Laci, Davinda Res-
tivo and husband, Greg, 
Amanda Avery and hus-
band, Brian, Terri Shelton 
and fiancé, Matt; sisters, 
Peggy Smith and husband, 
Michael, Bonnie Webb and 
husband, Walt; brothers, 
Ricky Shelton and wife, 
Pam, Eddie Shelton, and 
Billy Shelton; brothers-in-
law, Eddie Summers, Gary 
Hodges; grandchildren, Ste-
ven Cochrane, Tucker Bru-
ton and wife, Jayme, Dylan 
Bruton and wife, Jill, Seth 
Richards, Jaylen Richards, 
Kooper Hughitt, Presley 
Shelton, Kyler Shelton, and 
Kason Shelton; great-grand-
children, Shawna Bruton, 
Keira Bruton, and Sophia 
Richards; and several niec-
es and nephews.

Preston Shelton
December 26, 1951 – June 25, 2023

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

PAYMENT OPTIONS
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Sale Every Saturday • Cattle at Noon

Saturday, June 24, 2023 
Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 260-315 
300-400 lb. 260-310 
400-500 lb. 240-275
500-600 lb. 210-255
600-700 lb. 205-240
700-800 lb. 185-215

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 240-285
300-400 lb. 230-265    
400-500 lb. 215-260
500-600 lb. 200-240
600-700 lb. 185-215
700-800 lb. 165-195

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 95-109
Low Yielding 75-85     
Fats 90-100
Thin & Shelly 55-75

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 100-128

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1850-2600
Young Fair 1450-1850
Aged Pairs Split

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 1000-1850

Number of Head 774

Happy 4th of July!
No sale Sat., July 1

Submitted Item

The Gatesville Exchange 
Club along with Gatesville 
Independent School Dis-
trict will host a breakfast 
for veterans and active-du-
ty service men on Tuesday, 
July 4.

The breakfast will be 
held in the Gatesville High 
School Culinary Arts din-
ing room from 7:30 a.m. to 
9 a.m.

Gatesville High School is 
located at 205 South Lov-
ers Lane.

Staff Reports

Gatesville’s local H-E-B 
will host a Carter Blood-
Care blood drive on Satur-
day, July 1 from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

To register for the blood 
drive contact Sarah Walker 
at 254-865-8491. After do-
nating blood, you will re-
ceive a free T-shirt, while 
supplies last.

Carter BloodCare pro-

vides lifesaving transfu-
sion resources to more 
than 200 medical facilities 
in more than 50 countries 
throughout North, Central, 
and East Texas. Each year, 
Carter BloodCare provides 
more than 440,000 units 
of blood products to meet 
patients’ treatment re-
quirements.

HEB is located at 1207 
Main Street in Gatesville.

Staff Reports

Grace Assembly Christian 
Church invites the commu-
nity to dine at the King’s Ta-
ble on Saturday, July 8. The 
meal will begin at 1 p.m. 
and will continue through 
3 p.m. There will be fellow-

ship, fun, song, and plenty 
of food.

The King’s cooks will pre-
pare a barbeque meal with 
all the fixings. Appreciation 
bags will be given out for 
the King’s guests.

Grace Assembly Christian 

Church has a long, proud 
history of serving the peo-
ple of Gatesville. Dedicated 
leaders, staff members, and 
volunteers have an impact 
in worship. They are com-
mitted to the teachings of 
Jesus Christ and are here to 

spread his message.
Grace Assembly Christian 

Church is located at 1408 
Waco Street in Gatesville. 
For further information 
on this event call 254-865-
6949.

Free July 4th 
breakfast available 
for military

Dine at The King’s Table with Grace 
Assembly Christian Church July 8

Blood drive July 1
COURTESY PHOTO

Grace Assembly Christian Church hosts a monthly event to share the Lord’s fellowship.

The camp was held at 
the Camp Buckner camp-
grounds in Burnet.  They 
also attended other activi-
ties at camp while there.

Kyle, Holly, and Ruby 
Pullen visited last week in 
South Jordan, Utah.  They 
all attended the Ruby Buck-
le Barrel Race.

Emma Blakley of College 
Station came home Thurs-

day for a visit with her par-
ents, Robert and Carolyn 
Blakley.

Robert Blakley spent Sat-
urday night in Pearl with 
his mother, Mrs. Bettie 
Blakley.

Jerry and Brenda Helms 
met their son, Neil Helms, 
in Burleson for lunch Sun-
day.

Donna Schultz, John 

Stephens, Zoie Rhoades, 
Elizabeth, Ranie and Ben-
jamin Phillips were Sunday 
dinner guests of Martha 
Lawhorn.

Nancy Wright, Debbie 
Maxwell of Gatesville, and 
Sue Jones went to Hico for 
lunch Tuesday and after-
ward they all went shop-
ping.

Kathi Taylor attended a 

conference for her work in 
San Antonio over the week-
end.

Barbara’s Notes: HAPPY 
FOURTH OF JULY.

BY BARBARA HOPSON

Mound News Correspondent

MOUND NEWS

Summer activities continue in Mound community

K
insley and Anna McPherson attended 

District 8 4H Surge, a leadership camp 

for high school age youth.  

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
June 21

1:43 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 3900 
block of CR 107.

10:08 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1900 block of St. Louis 
Street.

11:02 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 1600 block of W. Main 
Street.
June 22

2:44 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2300 block of E. Main Street.

7:57 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 2500 block of 
Business Hwy. 36.

8:43 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1300 
block of Pidcoke Street.

11:54 p.m., reckless con-
duct was reported in the 
2300 block of Business Hwy. 
36.
June 23

3:21 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

4:08 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 3200 of 
FM 929.

10:50 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Old Pidcoke Road.

11:36 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of Petsick Lane.
June 24

8:50 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 200 block of N. 
8th Street.

10:12 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
1300 block of Moccasin 
Bend Road.

10:12 p.m., a threat was 

reported in the 200 block of 
Old Osage Road.
June 25

12:24 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
8100 block of FM 2412.

12:29 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 2200 block 
of Bridge Street.

6:22 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
1000 block of Bridge Street.

10:34 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 3000 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.
June 26

2:14 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
2400 block of Oak Drive.

8:41 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 2500 block 
of Bridge Street.

2:56 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1500 block of 
Golf Course Road.

5:55 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Canyon Drive.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
June 21

1:44 a.m., a noise com-
plaint was reported in the 
3900 block of FM 107.

7:26 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
1400 block of King Country 
Road.

9:06 a.m., a telephone pole 
was reported down in the 
10000 block of S. Hwy. 36.

9:22 a.m., a stolen vehicle 
was recovered in the 3100 
block of Clay Avenue.
June 22

1:08 a.m., a gas leak was 
reported in the 300 block of 
FM 107.

4:25 p.m., a welfare con-

cern was reported on Lang 
Road and FM 116.

4:49 p.m., a traffic haz-
ard was reported in the 
4500 block of E. Main near 
Thackston Road.

11:45 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported on N. Hwy. 
36 at the Hamilton County 
line.
June 23

9:56 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
1400 block of CR 100.

1:33 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 1000 
block of Bluebonnet Drive.

4:42 p.m., a man with 
a gun was reported west-
bound on FM 107.

11:23 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 400 
block of Greenbriar Road.
June 24

12:51 a.m., underage 
drinking was reported in the 
2700 block of Sikes Drive.

4:23 p.m., an assault was 
reported on Hwy. 190 at 
Clark Road.

10:37 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 
1300 block of Moccasin 
Bend Road.
June 25

7:26 a.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 200 
block of Julia Drive.

11:47 a.m., an animal 
complaint was reported in 
the 1100 block of Old Osage 
Road.

8:33 p.m., a domestic dis-
pute was reported in the 
4400 block of FM 930.

11:48 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
Plum Creek at FM 2412.
June 26

8:32 a.m., a livestock com-

plaint was reported on FM 
116 and Old Pidcoke Road.

4:17 p.m., a grass fire was 
reported in the 3900 block 
of FM 185.

4:30 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
College Street.

The DISPATCH

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of June 21 – 26.  While there were 
many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. People are reminded that only emergency calls 
should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office 
at 865-7201.

SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY 
AT NOON

3199 Hwy. 6, Clifton, Texas

254-675-7717

HAULING AVAILABLE ANY DAY: 

JARED HUNT 254 223 2486

6-28-23 SALE

Weigh  Bulls 112-124
Weigh Cows 70-108

Cow Calf Pairs  1225-1950
Bred Cows 900-1450
Replacement Bulls  No test

#1 Type Steers
200-300 lb. No Test
301-400 lb.             250-287
401-500 lb. 235-283
501-600 lb. 220-257
601-700 lb. 200-237

#1 Type Heifers
200-300 lb. No Test
301-400 lb. 200-235
401-500 lb. 205-235    
501-600 lb. 200-229
600-700 lb. 185-217

ANDY’S SALE BARN CAFE
WEDNESDAYS @ 11 AM – BUFFET • BURGERS • SANDWICHES
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Descendants of early 
pioneer families of Coryell 
County, the Kinseys and the 
Coskreys, will gather for 
their annual reunion on July 
21, 22, and 23, 2023.  This 
will be the eighty-eighth 
time that the reunion has 
been held; the first time was 
in 1934.

 The family will gather for 
dinner and fellowship on 
Friday evening, July 21, at 
the Senior Citizen Center, 
208 N. Lutterloh, in Gates-
ville.  There will be an open 
meeting at the same location 
on Saturday, July 22, begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m. There will 
be a brief business meeting, 
genealogical programs, door 
prizes, and other activities. 

Family members will be able 
to do local research. Dinner 
will be at Rancher’s on Sat-
urday evening.

 A covered dish meal will 
be held on Sunday, July 23, 
at the Senior Citizen Center.  
The building will be open 
early for visiting, games and 
memorials of those family 
members who passed away 
in the two years.  Descen-
dants of Thomas Kinsey Sr. 
and Sarah Jane McNutt, and 
descendants of James Knox 
Polk Coskrey and Nancy 
Dorentha Vining are encour-

aged to attend.  As in the 
past, family members will 
bring covered dishes for 
lunch.

 
All descendants and inter-

ested persons are invited to 
attend the gatherings.  For 
more information, contact 
Barbara Huntley, 254-223-
1802, or Cathy Wood Os-
born, 254-721-0674.

 People came from the 
nearby communities of 
Stamford, Avoca, Lueders, 
Pleasant Valley and other 

places farther away.  The 
program included patriotic 
songs and poetry, prayers, a 
flyover of four aircraft and a 

bagpiper dressed in Scottish 
attire who played Amazing 
Grace.  The event was held 
in the cemetery that had 
nearly 100 American flags 
on the graves of veterans.  
Then the crowd went to the 
church for refreshments.

The Bethel Lutheran 
Church is 100 feet tall and 
has a steeple that can be 
seen for miles in any direc-
tion.  When a member dies, 
the bell rings the age of the 
deceased.  Church histo-
rian Phil Swenson said that 
the church has about 150 
members and attendance is 
about 45 to 50 for Sunday 
services.

“It really does look like 
something you’d find in Eu-
rope.  Growing up we called 
it a castle,” he said.

The church dates to 1905 
when the first services were 
held around a chuck wagon 
on land donated by S.M. Sw-
enson, a rancher responsible 
for a lot of Swedish people 
settling in Texas.  Erichsdahl 
is named for his son, Erik 
Dale.  In the church’s early 
days, the sermons were in 
the Swedish language and 
Swedish customs prevailed. 
The first church building 
went up in 1907 and was 
known as The Little White 
Church on the Hill.  The cost 
of building it was $2,520.  
Services were both in Swed-
ish and English.

“The present church was 
built like a church in Germa-
ny,” Swenson said.  “The ar-
chitect wanted it to appear 
as rising from the red hill 

where it is located.  It was to 
have a value of $42,000 plus 
$25,000 for native stone 
and donated work.  It was 
completed in 1943 when 
workers were scarce be-
cause so many were fighting 
in World War II.  The seating 
capacity is between 450 and 
600 people.  Families in the 
community donated dozens 
of stained-glass windows.  
The original bell, over 100 
years old, is still used every 
Sunday.”

The pastor who guided the 
church through several de-
cades was Hugh B. Haterius.  
He became the fourth pastor 
in 1919 and served 49 Yeats.  
He died in 1970.  Reverend 
Haterius supervised the 
building of the church and 
the parsonage, both built 

with stone dug up from the 
church pasture.  Horses and 
mules pulled sleds or fres-
nos to scrape up the boul-
ders that were then broken 
up by sledgehammers and 
crowbars, then hauled away 
in wagons to the building 
site.  Three professional 
stonemasons and carpen-
ters did the building with 
the assistance of church 
members who volunteered 
their time and money.  It 
took four years to build.

In 1962 the church start-
ed a public smorgasbord, 
which draws huge crowds.  
It takes place every other 
year.  The proceeds go to the 
upkeep of the church.

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

With the upcoming 125th 
celebration of the Coryell 
County Courthouse getting 
closer, some history buffs 
might be interested to know 
about the actual construc-
tion of the building and 
about the architect who was 
responsible for the planning 
of the grand structure. 

In May 1897, architect 
Wesley Clark Dodson was 
commissioned to draw up 
plans and specifications 
for a third Coryell County 
Courthouse at a contract 
price of 3.5% of the total 
building cost.

The only stipulations im-
posed were that the struc-

ture exhibit a cupola with a 
Seth Thomas Clock, that the 
cupola be clad in copper, 
have a bell not less than 800 
pounds, and a metal roof.

Dual statues of Liberty 
and Justice were to be lo-
cated at the north and south 
entrances. A district feature 
of the statuary is that the 
Goddesses of Justice statues 
were to be without blind-
folds, depicting “Justice is 
never sightless, but rather 
all-seeing, all knowing.”

The architectural styles re-
flected the character of the 
designer and the people of 
Coryell County as well, since 
most architects were hired 
by the ballot of local resi-

dents who favored one style 
over another. The court-
house construction was esti-
mated to cost $74,000.

Dodson, a native of Ala-
bama, was a Civil War veter-
an who was wounded while 
in battle and later it was 
reported that he returned 
home from the war “broken 
in health and cripple.” Al-
though Dodson never com-
pletely recovered from his 
war wounds, his work as an 
architect “seemed to have 
soothed his creative spirit.”

From Alabama, Dodson 
traveled to Galveston, Texas 
and later moved to Waco.

When Dodson was com-
missioned to build the Co-

ryell County Courthouse, 
he had already been hired 
to build courthouses across 
the state during a 15-year 
period, from 1883-1898, 
which was often referred 
to as the “Golden Age” of 
courthouse construction.

Courthouses designed by 
Dodson were considered to 
be the most aesthetically 
pleasing of the 254 court-
houses in Texas – most of 
which have been included 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places – including 
the Coryell County Court-
house.

Dodson’s architectural de-
tails such as doorways, tow-
er clocks, window, and roof 
treatments are often adapt-
ed or identically re-used 
in all of his courthouse de-
signs that were constructed 
in the 1880s and 1890s with 
the exception of the Coryell 
County Courthouse.

An important feature of 
Dodson’s Coryell County 
creation is the massive 
classical porticos, differ-
ing somewhat in scale and 
treatment from the north 
and south entries.

The south portico has 
paired corner columns, 
while the north has single 
columns. The porticos rise 
from a one-story base of 
rusticated stone with arched 
entries in the lower level. 

Red sandstone Corinthi-
an columns support white 
sandstone pediments, with 
the five-pointed start of 
Texas inset in contrasting 
carved stone.

Scottish stonemasons, 
some of whom worked on 
the state capitol building, 
were hired to lay the stones. 

The Scotsmen chiseled and 
pre-cut the stones to the ex-
act size at the local quarries. 
The stones were numbered 
before being hauled to the 
building site in horse-drawn 
wagons. The numbers were 
used to show just where the 
stones belonged in the con-
struction of the building.

Mary Helen Dodson, the 
great-granddaughter of the 
architect, described her 
great-grandfather as being 
“a remarkable man, a peace-
ful man of great faith and 
integrity. I learned how his 
faith and his determination 
to lead a useful life gave 
him the resilience he sorely 
needed.” She continued, “I 
came to understand why 
Wesley built courthouses, 
jails, schools, and church-
es, institutions he believed 
Texas needed in order to be-
come what he called ‘a good 
society.’ He became one of 
the foremost post-Civil War 
architects during that Gold-

en Age of courthouse con-
struction.”

The architect of the famed 
Coryell County Courthouse 
died on August 1, 1914, in 
Waco at the age of 85. He 
was buried at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Waco alongside 
many other Texas dignitar-
ies including Governor Pat 
M. Neff who was born and 
raised in Coryell County and 
was a frequent visitor at the 
courthouse in Gatesville.

The Coryell County His-
torical Commission, in con-
junction with Coryell Coun-
ty Judge Roger Miller and 
the Coryell County Commis-
sioners will host the 125th 
anniversary celebration of 
the courthouse on the south 
lawn on Saturday, July 22. 
Coryell County residents are 
encouraged to attend this 
special celebration to honor 
the history of this nationally 
recognized structure creat-
ed by Wesley Clark Dodson.
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24 Hour Red Dyed

Farm Diesel

Unleaded & Clear Diesel

8-5, M-F

254-675-8107

BULK DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

MyattFuels.net

202 N. Ave B • ON THE TRACKS

Clifton, TX

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 6/22/23).......

$1914.40
SILVER (XAG/USD 6/22/23)..........

$22.40

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

A few of Dodson’s blueprints of the courthouse are on display on the first floor of the courthouse.

The man who designed the 
Coryell County Courthouse

COURTESY OF FINDAGRAVE

Coryell County Courthouse architect, Wesley Clark Dodson

A history of Erichsdahl’s European cathedral on the Texas Plains

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

I 
was privileged to be the guest speaker for the 

Memorial Day Ceremony at Erichsdahl.  The 

only thing there is a church and a cemetery, 

but the sense of community is extremely 

strong. 

88th annual Kinsey, Coskrey family reunion
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Central Texas Landscaping 
& Services, LLC: Mowing, 
Landscaping, Brush Clearing, 
Trash Clean Up, Pipe Fence 
Painting (Ospho), Road Instal-
lation. John Capella, 254-216-
3684. Licensed & Insured. 
00029588

 

YOU GROW IT, I’LL 
MOW IT! Kasen Bankhead,
254-223-9415/Mowing, Weed 
Trimming,  Haul-Offs 00030173

 

STUMP GRINDING. Fully 
insured. Call 254-654-0364. 
00030185

 

Got junk? Call for free esti-
mates! Mondo’s Junk Remov-
al & Dumpster Rentals, (254) 
223-2279. 00030186

 

HOUSE/PET SITTING: 
Horses to hamsters! 832-707-
5307 00030190

 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES: Tree 
Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, Moving Services. 
254-239-8842/ John 3:16/ 
Like us on Facebook 00030206

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030201

 

 

SUMMER FOOTWEAR 
Wed., 07/05 - Sat., 07/08! 
The Boys & Girls Club Resale 
Shop, 1706 E. Main. Tuesday-
Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Satur-
day, 9a.m.-3p.m. 00030215

 

The Resale Shop will be 
closed on Tues, July 4. 00030216

 

ESTATE SALE: 308 S. 7th 
Street. July 7 & 8, from 7 a.m 
-12 p.m. Furniture, holiday 
decor, miscellaneous, kitch-
enware, and more! 00030223

074

Houses for Rent
 

FOR RENT: 1 Bedroom, 
private bathroom, plus 
common areas in my home. 
No alcohol or drugs allowed 
on premises. Background 
check required. 254-931-
2523 for details. 00030196

 

Remodeled 3BR & 1 1/2 BA 
with 2-car garage on 1 acre. 
$750/mo., $1,000 deposit. 
References required. Jones-
boro area. 254-386-3327 or 
254-736-3030 00030214

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of John David 
Vander Werff, Deceased, 
were issued on 4-19-23, in 
Cause No. 23-10814, pending 
in the County Court-at-Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Jutta Appel Vander Werff.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
c/o: Jutta Appel Vander 
Werff, Estate of John David 
Vander Werff
1410 Rob Lane, Copperas 
Cove, Texas 76522
DATED the 30 day of May, 
2023.
Dori Ray Mistic, Attorney for 
Jutta Appel Vander Werff
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800; Facsimile: (254) 547-
4157; E-mail: doriraymistic@
hotmail.com 00030210

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Julie Marie 
Woods, Deceased, were is-
sued on 4-19-23, in Cause 
No. 23-10824, pending in the 
County Court-at-Law of Co-
ryell County, Texas, to: Darla 
Marie Grigsby.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
c/o: Darla Marie Grigsby
Estate of Julie Marie Woods
2000 Wapato Cove
Round Rock, Texas 78665
DATED the 30 day of May, 
2023
Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Darla Marie 
Grigsby
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hot-
mail.com 
00030211

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas Property Code, Ideal 
Self Storage, located at 425 
SH-36 Bypass North, Gates-
ville TX, 76528, is having an 
online auction. The property 
is being sold to satisfy a land-
lord’s lien. The sale will be 
held at storageauctions.com 
beginning Wednesday, July 
19, 2023 at 11 A.M. Seller 
reserves the right to withdraw 
any property from the sale 
upon payment in full. Bidding 
sale will end on Wednesday, 
July 26, 2023 at 11 A.M. Units 
to be sold: AMANDA FREE-
MAN. Inventory: Household 
misc. 
00030212

 

JENNIFER NEWTON
CLERK OF THE COUNTY 
COURT
P.O. BOX 237
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 
76528

ATTORNEY OR PERSON 
FILING CAUSE
JACOB G. STRAUB
300 NORTH REAGAN 
STREET
WEST, TX 76691

TO: DECEDENT’S UN-
KNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL

TO ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 
ROBERT W. WILLIAMS 
DECEASED. CAUSE NO 
22-10757, COUNTY COURT 
OF CORYELL COUNTY, 
TEXAS ON THE 10TH DAY 
OF NOVEMBER 2022, AP-
PLICATION FOR INDEPEN-
DENT ADMINISTRATION 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 
401.003 OF THE ESTATES 
CODE SAID ROBERT W. 
WILLIAMS, DECEASED.

SAID APPLICATION 
SHALL BE HEARD AND 
ACTED ON BY SAID 
COURT ON OR AFTER THE 
FIRST MONDAY NEXT AF-
TER THE EXPIRATION OF 
TEN DAYS FROM DATE 
OF POSTING THIS CITA-
TION, THE SAME BEING 
THE 10TH DAY OF JULY 
2023, AT THE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE IN GATES-
VILLE, TEXAS.

ALL PERSONS INTEREST-
ED IN SAID ESTATE ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO AP-
PEAR BEFORE THE COUN-
TY COURT OF CORYELL 
COUNTY AT THE SAME 
ABOVE MENTIONED 
TIME AND PLACE BY FIL-
ING A WRITTEN ANSWER 
CONTESTING SUCH AP-
PLICATION SHOULD 
THEY DESIRE TO DO SO.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND 
AND THE SEAL OF THE 
COUNTY COURT OF CO-
RYELL COUNTY IN A 
GATESVILLE, TEXAS THE 
26th day of June, 2023.

JENNIFER NEWTON
CORYELL COUNTY 
CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TEX-
AS

BY: M. WALLACE 
00030213

  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Bobby Wayne 
Rhudy, Deceased, were issued 
on June 28, 2023, in Cause 
No. 23-10861, pending in the 
County Court-at-Law of Co-
ryell County, Texas, to: David 
Rhudy.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate are re-
quired to present them to the 
undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney at Law
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 28th day of June, 
2023.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for David Rhudy
State Bar No.: 16058500
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Telephone: (254) 865-8475
Facsimile: (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.
com 

00030222

 

 

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• Nursing Home Administrator – FT

• Occupational Therapist – PRN

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

   with on-the-job training!

  
Nurse Aide for Texas

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN
Home Health:
• RN – FT
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   

Copperas Cove, and Hamilton
Infection Prevention:
•

Infection Control & Epidemiology
Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT 

– FT 
• Referral Clerk – FT 
• Health Coach – FT 

• LVN, RN, or CMA – General Surgery 
Clinic

Culinary: 
• Cook Assistant – FT
• Executive Chef
EMS:

*$8,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• EMT – FT and PRN
Emergency Department:
• RN – PRN all shifts  
• Scribe - FT
Health Information Management:

Housekeeping: 
• Housekeeper – FT
LAB:
• MLT – PRN
Med/ Surg:
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts
• RN or LVN – FT Nightshift

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
Radiology:

 – PRN; TDH   

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
Dialysis Center:  

• RN Charge Nurse – FT Mon,   

• Home Dialysis RN
Surgery:
• Operating Room Scrub Technician 

– FT
• Surgery Housekeeper – FT

Technician – FT
• Circulating RN
• PACU RN - FT
Wound Care: 
• RN or LVN – FT

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Roads • Tanks • Driveways, 

Septic Systems • Land Clearing

Building Pads • Trenching

254-432-1705

CELL 254-216-2938

NOLTE’S CONSTRUCTION

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

FERGUSON ROOFING:
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential. Free Estimates! 
254-466-5128 00030199

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00030200

HUNT FENCING: Farm 
& Ranch Fence, Residen-
tial, Corrals, Automatic 
Solar Gates, Custom En-
tryways & Gates, Welding 
Projects. John Hunt, Own-
er, (254)248-2613 00030202

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00030204

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN: Tile, sheet-
rock, painting, decks, 
fences, flooring, windows, 
siding, roofing, texturing. 
Cecil Woodson, 254-216-
3835. 00030205

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service, small or 
large acreage. Call 254-
223-3119. 00030208

015

Farm & Ranch

Use Seal ‘N Heal on cats, dogs, & horses to seal cuts & scratch-
es with a bitter taste to prevent gnawing, allow healing. Coryell 
Feed & Supply, 254-865-6315 (www.fleabeacon.com) 00030188

Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, pits, demolition, fence row clear-
ing, culverts. Small jobs ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-4707 or 
254-865-5754. 00030203

015

Farm & Ranch
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032
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037
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Need to
Place a

Classified
Ad?

Call 865-5212
116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX
(on the square)

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

045

Services

060

Garage Sale

It pays to

advertise!

865-5212

099

Public Notices

099

Public Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Johnnie Clark 
Dickinson, Deceased, were 
issued on June 28, 2023, in 
Cause No. 23-10844, pending 
in the County Court-at-Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Jimmy Dickinson.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr., Attor-
ney at Law
109 S. 7th Street, Gatesville, 
Texas 76528
DATED the 28th day of June, 
2023.
Allen D. Place, Jr., Attorney 
for Jimmy Dickinson
State Bar No.: 16058500
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Telephone: (254) 865-8475; 
Facsimile: (254) 865-5274; E-
mail: allenplacejr@aol.com 
00030221
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Request for Proposal (RFP)
Development of Coryell 
County
SS4A Action Plan

June 27, 2023

Re: Coryell County 2023 Safe 
Streets and Roads for All 
(SS4A) Action Plan RFP

Project Overview:

Coryell County is seeking 
qualified firms or individuals 
to Create a Comprehensive 
Safety Action Plan for Cory-
ell County. The County has 
applied for funding from the 
United States Department of 
Transportation to complete a 
plan as indicated in the Scope 
of Work set out in the RFP.

Service providers should sub-
mit proposals for the comple-
tion of all the activities listed 
in the Scope of Work. The 
County will, in its sole discre-
tion, determine the contract 
awarded, and may decide not 
to award any contract.

The submission requirements 
for this proposal are included 
in the published RFP, which 
can be accessed on the Cory-
ell County Website at:

https://www.coryellcounty.
org/page/coryell.Bids.RFQ

The deadline for submission 
of proposals is July 24, 2023 
at 4:00 p.m. It is the responsi-
bility of the submitting entity 
to ensure that the proposal is 
received in a timely manner. 
Proposals received after the 
deadline will not be consid-
ered for award, regardless 
of whether or not the delay 
was outside the control of the 
submitting provider. Cory-
ell County reserves the right 
to negotiate with any and all 
service providers submitting 
timely proposals.

Coryell County is an Affir-
mative Action/Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. Section 3 
Residents, Minority Business 
Enterprises, Small Business 
Enterprises, Women Business 
Enterprises, and Labor Sur-
plus Area firms are encour-
aged to submit proposals.

Sincerely,

Roger A. Miller
Coryell County Judge 
00030224

 

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

3 Br, 2 Ba Home, 601 Rolling Hills Rd., Gatesville, TX. Fireplace, large master 
bedroom with updated shower, kitchen & dining open to living room. $239,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated Subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
Good tree cover, good views, $115,000

10.01 acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

Ranch Subdivision. Rolling terrain, good tree cover. $150,000

10.01 acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

-

covered parking spaces, good tree cover, rolling terrain, storage building, excellent 

rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000
-

dido, rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.

terrain, good views. $295,000

tree cover, approx. 25 acres farmland, 2 stock tanks, & good fences. $449,000

sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

58.51 acres, 3 Br, 2 Ba frame home, 6630 FM 183, Evant, TX, water well, several 
outbuildings, rolling terrain, scattered tree cover & 2 stock tanks. $585,000

60.23 acres, CR 238 near Turnersville, TX. 1 stock tank, good fences, scattered 
tree cover, rolling terrain. $421,610

68.9 acres, 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, TX. Approx. 2900 ft of Leon 
-

place, granite countertops, breakfast bar, garden tub, metal building approx. 45 ft x 
24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank ,approx. 48 acres of 
coastal. $1,249,500

tree cover, native grasses, 1 stock tank, fenced on 3 sides. $560,524

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 

stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

container, storage building with water storage tank, barn, cattle pens, water well 560 
ft deep, rolling terrain, good tree cover and paved road frontage. $1,568,901

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.
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H DE
M E D I A  G R O U P

Advertising that

WORKS
In a survey of Texas residents, the Texas Press 

Association found that newspaper advertising 

remains one of the most effective ways of 

getting your message to your customers. 

85%
of Texas adults 

read print or digital 

newspapers every 

month

Of those 85%:

79% get their news online 

69% read a print newspaper. 

The readers of newspapers, both 
online and print are:

83% under the age of 65

57% have a household income > $50K

62% are home owners

63% are college educated

41% have children in the household.

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

Get your message 

HEARD!



If floating on a raft in the 
middle of the ocean, catch-
ing fish, staying hydrated, 
and avoiding shark attacks 
is your cup of distilled wa-
ter, then “Raft” is the game 
for you.

“Raft” is an open-world 
sandbox survival game. It 
was developed by three 
Swedish students from Up-
psala University as the stu-
dio Redbeet Interactive. First 
released as a free download 
on the indie platform Itch.
io in 2016, it became very 
popular, and was released 
as an early access game on 
Steam on 23 May 2018 by 
Axolotl Games. The game is 
playable as single player or 
cooperative.

Instead of land, you’re 
on the ocean on a tiny lit-
tle raft. Your only tool is 
a plastic hook with a rope 
attached. You can use this 
hook to gather resources 
from the water, like planks, 
palm leaves, plastic, and the 
occasional barrel or crate. 

Thirst and hunger are big 
obstacles in the game. You 
start out with your thirst 

and hunger levels at full, 
but you’ll need to solve your 
thirst and hunger problems 
before doing anything else. 
If you don’t drink or eat, you 
will eventually die. 

As if that’s not tough 
enough, at timed intervals 
a shark will attack the boat. 
He’ll come by and nom on 
one of your raft squares, 
and you can choose to try 
and defend your raft with 
a sharp stick, or just wait 
and rebuild it after he goes 
away. The shark will also 
attack you if you get in the 
water.

The game is mostly on the 
open ocean, but sometimes 
you’ll find an island to ex-
plore. After you make your-
self an anchor (because your 
raft will drift off if you don’t) 
you can get off the raft and 
explore the island and the 
shallow water around it for 
more resources.

I eventually had to turn 
the sharks off because I 
kept having anxiety attacks 
every time I fell in the water, 
and gaming is supposed to 
be fun. 

Raft has four gameplay 
modes. In Hard Mode, if 
you die, you have to start 
over. Regular Mode allows 
you to resurrect on the 
raft if you die. If you build 
a bed, you’ll be resurrected 
with more health. Peaceful 
Mode is the regular game, 
but without being attacked 
by animals like sharks and 
bears. Creative Mode allows 
you to build with unlimited 
resources, but you won’t be 
able to go anywhere.
RAFT GAMEPLAY

Eventually you’ll have 
enough resources to cre-
ate a way to distill your 
own drinking water. You 
learn how to build tools and 
weapons. You need a fishing 
pole to catch fish, and you’ll 
need to build a little grill to 
cook your fish. Expand the 
raft with planks and plastic 
and armor the edges so the 
shark can’t chew up your 
raft.

Build a larger grill to 
make a bunch of food (and 
cook the larger fish,) build a 
cooking table and have fun 
assembling recipes from the 
ingredients you find, even 
build a smoothie machine to 
use up all that fruit you’ll be 
gathering. Some recipes give 
you health bonuses that give 
you a boost when exploring 
or fighting.

You’ll become a farmer 
because you’ll need a sus-
tainable source of food. Col-
lect seeds from the foods 

you gather to plant them. 
You can capture animals 
for milk, wool, and eggs, or 
hunt them using a bow and 
arrow. You can even grow 
trees so that you have a 
source of wood.

One of the most fun, yet 
useless things in this game 
is that it’s also a raft design 
game. After a while you stop 
needing to grind for more 
planks, palm leaves and 
plastic. You can expand the 
raft, put more floors on, put 
engines and a fuel system 
on it, and decorate it with 
various objects from the 
destinations in the game. 
RAFT STORYLINE AND PUZ-
ZLES

As you progress through 
the game, you’ll learn how 
to build various items. One 
of the most important com-
ponents is the receiver. It 
tells you where large islands 
are located. It also starts the 
‘story’ of the game. Soon 
after building the receiver, 
you’ll find an island with co-
ordinates for a radio tower. 
You’ll pick up clues that will 
go into your journal to lead 
you to the next destination. 
As you solve the puzzles 
and find more clues, you’ll 
learn about the fate of the 
planet, hear stories of other 
travelers trying to survive on 
the open ocean, and encoun-
ter other characters that are 
playable in the game.

The puzzles in this game 
are pretty decent but aren’t 

all that difficult. Most of 
them fall into the move 
this box, move that box. 
But there are a couple of 
puzzles that require agility 
and accuracy, and I find that 
kind of gameplay incredibly 
annoying. If I had agility and 
accuracy, I would be out-
side playing basketball. It’s 
the Lara Croft Tomb Raider 
problem – to solve some 
puzzles the character has 
to jump up a series of plat-
forms, and with one wrong 
step they’ll fall and have to 
start over, or worse yet, die, 
requiring you to reload the 
game from that position and 
try again.

So, I look for loopholes 
within the game. With an 
open-world system, there 
are multiple solutions to 
some of the puzzles. For ex-
ample, instead of navigating 
a path by jumping, I’ll find 

the rock wall behind the 
path, and figure out a way 
for my character to jump to 
the top of the wall, and then 
jump into the next environ-
ment and skip it entirely.

I finished Raft a couple of 
months ago. I first got Raft 
as part of their Early Access 
in 2018. They finished creat-
ing assets and environments 
for the game in 2022. I loved 
the discovery of the new 
environments, sailing or 
motoring up to the location 
and cruising around it to 
see what it looked like. Now 
I have seen all of it, there 
is nothing left to discover, 
and I’m kinda bummed. I 
still play it just so I can go 
fishing or work on the raft. 
It’s now a three-story mon-
strosity with plants, trees, a 
llama, a goat, and two chick-
ens. And a piano.
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial
midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell

254.865.9137 Fax
chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

SELMAN RANCH
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Ranch Roads  |  Lakes  |  Ponds
Wildlife Sensitive Clearing

Bentonite Liners  |  Bentonite Cutoff Walls

254-386-7727
Brad Selman     www.selmanranchconstruction.com

201 Cedar Lane201 Cedar Lane

Gatesville, TX 76528Gatesville, TX 76528

CTLS1939@gmail.comCTLS1939@gmail.com

Central Texas LandscapeCentral Texas Landscape
& Services LLC& Services LLC

NeNew Installations, Remodel, Brushw Installations, Remodel, Brush
Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,

Trash HTrash Haul Off and Tree Workaul Off and Tree Work

John CapellaJohn Capella

(254) 216-3684(254) 216-3684

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 

your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002

COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

For Rent
Call Bailey for details.  

The Gatesville Messenger 

254-865-5212 ext. 302

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales

Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@

gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

GAME ON

Raft
The most fun you’ll have while being attacked by a shark

My opinions on computer gaming and 
some of my favorite games. I’ve been 
playing games on the home computer 
since the days of the Trash 80. I love 
indie, open-world, unique, puzzle, and 
resource games. The cake is a lie.

BY JENNIFER HARRISON  

SCREENSHOT COURTESY REDBEET INTERACTIVE

My raft at one of the story destinations in Raft, called Tangaroa.
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Ridin’ & ropin’ at the Ranch Rodeo

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Cowboys from throughout the area had a chance to 
test their skills during a Ranch Rodeo on June 24  at 
the Gatesville Arena sponsored by the Gatesville Rid-
ing Club.
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GISD tennis courts named for Vernons
Submitted by GISD staff

The Gatesville Independent School Dis-
trict recently voted at their June 19th meet-
ing to name the Gatesville High School ten-
nis courts after long-time supporters of the 
GHS tennis program, Glenn and Sue Vernon.

Both graduates of Gatesville High School 
and both prolific tennis players, Glenn and 
Sue have dedicated their lives to teaching 
the sport to young people. They were ex-
tremely appreciative of the honor and rec-
ognition.

The formal dedication of the courts will 
most likely take place once the weather 
cools.

Sue (Yows) Vernon, a 1965 graduate of 
Gatesville High School, learned to play ten-
nis while at Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity (now Texas State University) from 1965-
1969. She played singles and doubles in 
women’s tennis leagues in the Central Texas 
area and also competed in USTA tourna-
ments while travelling with Glenn during his 
journeys across Texas to play as well.

“I played with my friends many years for 
exercise and fun…tennis is a lifetime sport,” 
she said

Sue began offering tennis lessons in 1971 
at the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor un-
der the direction of tennis professional Dr. 
Lewis Hilley. She began teaching tennis at 
Gatesville High School in 1973, back when 
the two asphalt courts were located on the 
GHS campus and has been doing individual 
lessons ever since. 

Her regimen now includes year-round les-
sons that can run anywhere from three to 
six days a week and are scheduled morning 
and afternoon, most of which are a mini-
mum of one hour.

“I teach junior high and junior varsity 
players, then turn them over to Glenn once 
those kids reach the varsity level,” she said.

Glenn Vernon, also a graduate of Gates-
ville High School, took up playing tennis a 
year after graduating from GHS in 1972. He 
learned the game from Robert Trogolo, who 
was at that time one of the Top 100 players 
worldwide.

“I competed in major tournaments 
throughout Texas and was a top-ranked 
player for a number of years winning in 
both singles and doubles. I competed 
against teaching professionals, college play-
ers, and some former touring profession-
als,” he noted.

Glenn gave his first tennis lesson to a 

GHS player in 1974 and also taught several 
adults. He has tutored many Hornet play-
ers during that time, including many whose 
names are on the accolade boards at the 
courts for successes at the district, regional 
and state levels. Now, he gives lessons 10 
months out of the year and averages 25-30 
hours per week on the courts with lessons 
that last anywhere from one to two hours.

“I’m on the court seven days a week, un-
less there is a school tennis match taking 
place. I do take off two months in the fall for 
deer hunting season,” he said.

In addition to giving lessons, Glenn and 

Sue are almost always in attendance and 
supporting the student-athletes at Gates-
ville High tennis matches in the fall and 
spring seasons. They have also been there 
for district, regional, and state competitions 
that required a trek across state in support 
of Hornet athletes. They also encourage the 
tennis players to participate in tournaments 
outside of school and attend many of those 
events as well.

In reaction to the naming of the courts, 
Glenn and Sue Vernon responded:

“We are both humbly honored that the 
tennis courts will bear our names. We both 

have played tennis about 50 years and have 
taught lessons almost that long. We have es-
pecially poured our hearts and bodies into 
helping the Gatesville High School tennis 
program over the last six years. We couldn’t 
do any of this without the support from par-
ents that are providing an opportunity for 
their child to improve. Equally important is 
the support from the GHS tennis coaches, 
athletic director, superintendent, school 
board and a school system that allows and 
encourages community involvement.”

ALEX SCOTT THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville Independent School District tennis courts have been named for Gatesville High School graduates Sue and Glenn Vernon, who have been in-
strumental in working with Gatesville youth and helping to develop a strong love for tennis locally.
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Gatesville’s Dunahoo chosen to officiate at state level
BY ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Staff Writer

Gatesville resident David Dunahoo was re-
cently selected to officiate at the UIL Class 
4A State Softball Championship game held 
in early June in Austin at the Red and Char-
line McCombs Field.

Each year, the Texas Association of Sports 
Officials (TASO) selects umpires from across 
the state to officiate a state champion-
ship game. The rigorous selection process 
includes background checks, training ses-
sions and rules conferences, which includes 
taking a test to receive a score of over 90% 
on rules and knowledge, as well as a history 
of playoff games.

Dunahoo was nominated to officiate at 
the 4A State UIL Championship game by his 
local Central Texas TASO chapter.

“There are over 150 local chapters of TASO 
that organizes officials for UIL sport,” Du-
nahoo said. “Our board shares the nomina-
tions with the chapter members as a way to 
honor those that have worked hard at their 
craft and inspire others to do the same.”

Dunahoo has been involved in many 
sports throughout his lifetime. He coached 
his daughters from early on for many years 
in different sports. Later, when his daugh-
ters entered high school sports, he started 
to search for ways to stay connected to the 
sports he loved. A couple of long-time local 
officials urged him to look into becoming a 
umpire for softball. 

Dunahoo first began umpiring in 2014 for 
Gatesville’s local league, and later decided 
to officiate for high school softball and 
baseball in the spring of 2015. 

“My love of the game, outdoor nature, and 
interest in seeing young people compete in 
a fair and positive atmosphere, have influ-
enced me to constantly improve my abili-
ties,” Dunahoo said.

Recently, he had been officiating 8U girls 
coach-pitch softball in the spring.

“I am part of several softball organiza-

tions that keep me busy,” Dunahoo said. 
He calls in select tournaments from Dallas 

to San Antonio, and has been asked to travel 
to Louisiana, Arkansas, Georgia, and Colora-
do. He has been officiating in junior college 
games for several years, and recently added 
NCAA Division III college softball games to 
his schedule as well.

Umpiring is not the only thing Dunahoo 
does as a career. His main occupation is as 
a shop foreman at Kaibas Machine & Tool. 
Being a foreman provides him with the free-
dom to pursue his umpiring goals. 

“I would like to thank the owners and my 
staff for that,” Dunahoo added.

From calling for the Gatesville Parks and 
Recreation, youth softball and baseball, flag 
football, and moonlighting once or twice at 
volleyball games, he has worked endlessly 
to officiate for any game he can.

To officiate at a state championship game 
is an honor, and getting there takes training 
on rules and knowledge, working to perfect 
the craft, and by giving the game your full 
attention. 

“If I do my job right, no one should ever 
remember I was there, because the focus 
should be on the athletes,” Dunahoo said. 
“An umpire must have a level head and a 
calm demeanor.”

During any game there is a large range of 
emotions from coaches, players, and fans. 

“Navigating these emotions and relation-
ships is sometimes tricky, but someone 
who can stay calm and keep the players and 

coaches focused on the game can succeed,” 
Dunahoo said.

Dunahoo believes that the key to success 
in umpiring comes from respect for the 
game and its participants. 

“Competition and team sport creates a 

system of relationships and accountability 
that helps young people push each other 
to succeed, be humbled in those successes, 
and be gracious in the losses,” Dunahoo 
said. “We do not go through life alone; we 
are always part of a team.”

“If I do my job right, no one 

should ever remember I was 

there. ...”

DAVID DUNAHOO

Softball umpire

COURTESY PHOTO

David Dunahoo of Gatesville (top left) was recently selected to umpire the UIL Class 4A state champion-
ship softball game in Austin.
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Fireworks

Show
Tuesday, July 4, 2023

Begins at Dark (around 9:30 pm)

The fireworks will be set off in the vicinity of 
Gatesville I.S.D. and will be visible from 

multiple parking areas. 

FREE TO EVERYONE

Presented by Sponsored by

Coryell Health is pleased to announce Dr. Timothy Dannemiller, 

board certified family medicine physician, has joined our primary 

care physician practice and is accepting new patients at Coryell 

Health Medical Clinic- Gatesville. Dr. Dannemiller brings a wealth of 

knowledge and experience in the area of men’s heath. He believes 

preventing a health problem is better than having to overcome one. 

Dr. Dannemiller attended The Texas Tech University Health Sciences 

Center School of Medicine on a four-year US Navy scholarship and 

completed his residency in Family Medicine at the Naval Hospital 

in Pensacola. He served as Senior Medical officer for the Naval 

Branch Medical Clinic Naval Air Station in Meridian, MS as well as a 

US Naval Flight Surgeon for VT-23/Training Wing One.

WHERE YOU ALWAYS  

FEEL AT HOME

1507 W Main St, Gatesville, TX 76528 Bldg #2  

(254) 865-2166  |  CoryellHealth.org

Accepting Al l Insurances Including 

Medicare | Medicaid | Tricare | Self-pay

WA LK I N S  W E LC O M E &  
S AM E D AY A P P O I NTM E NTS

For his outstanding and innovative practice of 

medicine, Dr. Dannemiller has earned a Navy 

Achievement medal and three Naval and Marine 

Corps Commendation medals.

Gatesville youth track competes in McGregor

GLADYS WHITENBURG | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville summer youth track participants recently competed against other area children from throughout Central Texas at a track meet in McGregor. The Gatesville athletes have also competed in meets in Ri-
esel and Gatesville.
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 ~The first camera was invented in 1826 by Joseph Nicéphore Niépce, and 
it was called a "camera obscura."
 ~The first photograph was taken in 1827 by Niépce. It took about 8 hours 
to expose and create the image.
 ~The first handheld camera was invented in 1888 by George Eastman, and 
it was called the "Kodak."
 ~A camera works by capturing light through a lens and recording it onto a 
light-sensitive surface, such as film or a digital sensor.
 ~The quality of a photograph depends on several factors, including the 
camera's resolution, the lighting, and the skill of the photographer.
 ~Megapixels are a common measurement of a camera's resolution. The 
more megapixels a camera has, the higher the quality of the image.
 ~Some cameras have interchangeable lenses, which allow the photographer 
to choose the best lens for the shot they want to take.
 ~There are many types of cameras, including point-and-shoot cameras, 
DSLR cameras, mirrorless cameras, and action cameras.
 ~Many smartphones have built-in cameras, and they have become a 
popular way to take photos and videos.
 ~Photography is a popular hobby and profession, and it can be used for a 
wide variety of purposes, such as capturing memories, creating art, and 
documenting history.

GreatFACTS

Camera
Lens
Film
Flash

Image
Photo
Shutter
Print

Digital
Exposure

National Camera Day
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

P O S C J P H O T O

W R E T T U H S L P

P C A L W D J A Z M

R D M R B A T O H V

I T L F E I N A I Y

N U I M G M J N T N

T S F I H S A L F Z

R Z D S B F X C C D

S N E L L I M A G E

W N E R U S O P X E

film camera
flash image

Dictionary.com

NATIONAL

DAY

June 29
Camera

Children’s Speech, Occupational, 
and Physical Therapy Services
Local Gatesville Clinic • 4723 E. Hwy 84 Gatesville, TX 76528
Request an appointment: (254) 399-8255 • elitetherapycenter.org

Staff Reports

The Boys and Girls Club 
of Gatesville and the Coryell 
County Museum and Histori-
cal Center have collaborated 
to present the community 
with a “Night at the Muse-
um” on July 8. Included will 
be a tour of the museum, 
dinner, and a performance 
put on by Gatesville’s youth.

Guests are to arrive by 6 
p.m. Upon entry, guests will 
take a tour of the museum 
and members of the Boys 
and Girls Club will put on 
live action skits throughout 

the museum while portray-
ing historical figures of Co-
ryell County. A dinner will 
follow including Marry Me 
Smothered Chicken, garlic 
mashed potatoes, and green 
beans. Following the dinner, 
a performance with enter-
tainment will be held in the 
Gilbreath Room.

Playwright Terri Schexnay-
der has been coaching the 
Boys and Girls Club kids to 
help them with their roles in 
the “Night at the Museum” 
segment of the evening. The 
students participating will 
be Jadan Moore who will be 

in the Spur Room playing 
the part of Mr. Lloyd Mitch-
ell; Rose Van Calcar who will 
be in the schoolroom play-
ing the part of an early day 
teacher; Caleb Blum will play 
the part of the night watch-
man; Brent Hudson will be 
stationed at the Model T 
car where he will portray a 
Justice of the Peace; Brax-
ten Bell will be stationed in 
the Soda Shop/Drug Store 
and doctor’s office where he 
will be portraying Dr. Low-
rey; and Haven Wiley will 
be portraying the first and 
only female sheriff of Cory-

ell County, Mrs. W.W. (Willie 
Birdie) Hollingsworth who 
served in 1934.

When the tours of the 
museum are over, the atten-
dants will lead the visitors 
and guests upstairs for din-
ner and entertainment. Cre-
ative writer and poet, Jena 
Kirkpatrick, will be assisting 
the kids performing onstage 
during the dinner hour. 
Jena has been working with 
Gatesville’s youth for about 
seven years in poetry and 
creative writing workshops 
and has done amazing work 
with the youth and allows 

them space to put their feel-
ings on paper.

The Boys and Girls Club 
staff that will be helping 
with the evening will in-
clude Julie Hudson, Ramona 
Romero, Ruben Romero, 
Patricia Chisholm, and Gabi 
Robles. Heather Ashley and 
Hannah Ashley will be serv-
ers.

The docent and museum 
volunteers that will be on 
hand to help with the eve-
ning will be Cathy Taylor, 
Rebel Brown, Gavin Wil-
liams, Bethany Como, Nan-
cy Garvin, Sherry Hopson, 

Rhonda Mohler, Jann Dwor-
sky, Mary Williams, and Erv 
Adams.

Only 75 tickets will be 
sold, as there is limited 
space available for the 
event. Be sure to stop by 
the Boys and Girls Club, lo-
cated at 2533 E. Main Street 
in Gatesville to reserve your 
ticket, or by contacting 254-
865-8347.

The Coryell County Muse-
um and Historical Center is 
located at 718 E. Main Street 
in Gatesville.

Night at the Museum coming to Gatesville July 8

Staff Reports

American Legion Post 42 of Gatesville invites the community to participate in a 
Poker Run called Tools for Schools on Saturday, July 22. Registration will begin at 9 
a.m. at the American Legion, and the Poker Run will begin shortly after. There will be 
a $20 buy-in fee.

Tools for Schools is a charity event to raise money for children to get backpacks for 
the upcoming school year.

Poker Run is like the original poker game, except with a creative twist. Instead of sit-
ting down at a poker table, you and some fellow riders will ride motorcycles between 
checkpoints. Depending on the version of poker, there are usually between five to 
seven checkpoints.

Once you arrive at the first checkpoint, everyone gets a card from a deck of playing 
cards. Then everyone rides to the next checkpoint. Once there, everyone gets a second 
playing card. Then the process repeats until you’ve reached the final checkpoint. At 
that point, everyone shows their cards, and whoever has the best hand wins.

According to the Guinness Book of Records, the largest poker run happened in 2013 
in Fort Collins, Colorado, where 1,494 participants raised $13,000 for the Realities for 
Children fund.

American Legion Post 42 of Gatesville is located at 214 Watts Lane. For more infor-
mation contact 254-865-4134.

American Legion Post 
42 presents Tools for 
Schools July 22

Tools for Schools 

Poker Run
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BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main Street • 254-865-8491

BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; Sunday 
Bible study 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS
Bob  Ph i l l i ps ,  pas to r ; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesvi l le; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
adult Bible study 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday services - kids’ 
& youth Bible study 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Prayer & 
Bible Study 7 p.m.; Youth 
Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s 
Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
912 E. Main St.; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship 10:45 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
1 2 0  C o l l e g e  A v e . ; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m. ,  Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY 
Michael Bragdon, Pastor; 
2819 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY
A.C. Painter, pastor; 1750 
FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO
Matt Dossey, pastor; 11420 
N. State Hwy. S; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:50 a.m.
KING
Char les W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & 
HWY 36, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m. & 1 p.m., 
Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK 
David Crosby, Interim Pas-
tor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday evening Youth 
& Children’s Bible Study 
6 p.m.
MOUNTAIN
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance

“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!

CALL 254-865-5212.

6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m. Prayer meeting 7 p.m. 
Wednesday.
OSAGE 
Chris Thomas, pastor; 7505 
FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 301, 
Jonesboro; Sunday school 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
P U R M E L A  B A P T I S T 
CHURCH
875 FM 932 Purmela, TX 
76566; Sunday morning 
services: Sunday School 
10 a.m., Morning Worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME 
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 p.m.
SPANISH
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m.
TRINITY 
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
J o n  C r o s b y ,  P a s t o r ; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW 
In ter im Pastor :  Eddie 
Taylor; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL
Mike Barron, pastor; 2040 
CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday 
school 10 a.m.; Sunday  
worship 11 a.m.; 254-679-
3200. 
WHITE MOUND 
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Satur-
day at 8 a.m. Inside: 3075 
FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 
321. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
For more info. & location, 
call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. 
(English) & 12 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass), Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. & Wednesday-Friday 
at 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE
Deral McWhorter, minister; 
1 0 4  C e d a r  R i d g e , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 W. 
Brooks Dr., Evant; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:20 a.m. 

&  12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
FORT GATES
4605 St .  Hwy.  36 S. , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE
Justin Hall, minister; 2417 
E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
c lases y  serv ic ios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays – Bible 
Study 5:30 p.m.; Royce 
512-734-5390 or Steve 
254-865-3559.
PEARL
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE
Greg Demmitt,  pastor; 
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL 
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran 
Church Rd., Copperas 
Cove; Sunday Bible Study 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m.   
ST. JOHN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, Coryell 
City; Sunday worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 
a.m.
ST. PAUL
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 1114, 
The Grove; Sunday School 
9 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT
235 US-281, Evant; Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.
F I R S T  M E T H O D I S T 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
$3; youth, Children & Adult 
Bible Studies at 6 p.m. AA 
meets Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday at 6:30 p.m.
OGLESBY UNITED
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday worship 
9 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Bill Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF  JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
S a c r a m e n t  s e r v i c e s 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy .  84  W. ;  Sunday 
se rv i ces  10 :30  a .m . ; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9  a .m.  &  10 :30  a .m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy Spiker, 
Sunday service 10 a.m. & 6 
p.m., Wednesdays 6 p.m. 

407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 
Thursdays 7 p.m.; 2518 
Bridge St.; 254-392-9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday 
w o r s h i p  1 0 : 3 0  a . m . , 
Wednesday worship 6:30 
p.m.; Gateway Learning 
Center, 2315 Osage Rd., 
Gatesville.
GRACE BIBLE
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesv i l le ;  865-6222. 
S u n d a y  w o r s h i p  1 1 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Peter M. Mafwal, Pastor; 
4460 FM 930, Levi ta; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m.;  Sunday worship  
10:45 am.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, Pastor; 
1415 Texas Hwy. 236; 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
T A B E R N A C L E  O F 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, pastor; 
202 E. Main, Gatesville;  
S u n d a y s  1 0  a . m . ; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 254-
206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesdays Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday 
service, 7:30 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor;  1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY
4995 FM 929; Saturdays 5 
p.m., Bible study Sundays  
5 p.m. 

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of  Gatesvi l le on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service 9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-6131

You will seek me 

and find me when 

you seek me with 

all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGE
Coryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint

Plumbing • Electrical
Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 

needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION

& SEPTIC TANK 

SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE

254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 

DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B

Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s

Maytag Home Appliance Center
4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

Call Bailey Shea Dickie at 

254-865-5212

ext. 302

254-865-5212 ext. 300

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Call Bailey to reserve this 

space!

254-865-5212
ext. 302

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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The Ray family enjoyed a 
day of track and field events 
in Gatesville last Saturday. 
Trent placed first in discus 
and shot put, and Ryley 
placed second in discus. 
Alyssa ran hard in the 800 
meters which is not easy 
when it’s 110 degrees or 
more on that track. I think 
she deserves a gold medal 
for even attempting such a 
fete! Congratulations to all!

The annual Pearl Church 
of Christ Revival will be 
held July 8-9. The Saturday 
evening service begins at 7 
p.m. with Wil Smith preach-
ing. A homemade ice cream 
supper follows the service. 
Sunday morning’s service 
begins at 10:30 a.m. with 
Chris Halpayne speaking. A 
meal will follow that service. 
In September, the annual 

Atchley Fish Fry and Labor 
Day Auction benefiting His 
Kids takes place on Sept. 
3. Just a little teaser as to 
one of the items in the auc-
tion — a grandfather clock! 
Everyone is always invited 
to all of these events, and 
everyone is always invited 
to this wonderful church! 
Their service time is 10:30 
a.m. each Sunday morning. 

Notes from The Pleasure 
and Profit Club, June 22, 
1933 (90 years ago): “The 
club met with Mrs. Henrie 
Elam. The afternoon was 
spent quilting a quilt and 
piecing a double wedding 
ring quilt. After the work-
ing period, the house was 
called to order. The minutes 
were read and approved. 
Eleven members and several 
visitors were present. The 

motion was made and car-
ried that we disband at this 
meeting for the summer. It 
was also voted that we elect 
new officers before we dis-
band. The following officers 
were elected: President Mil-
dred Manning, Vice Presi-
dent Mrs. C. J. Shook, Sec-
retary Vera Whitt, Assistant 
Secretary Eliouse Nabors, 
Reporter Bonnie Brown. A 
committee was appointed to 
write a constitution for the 
Pleasure and Profit Club.” 

This little book is available 
for purchase at the Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore for $15. 
If you have any connection 
to Pearl, you will enjoy the 
book immensely as it carries 
us through the ages as to 
what wonderful deeds these 
dear ladies accomplished 
in the community and the 

Pearl Community Center. 
Their motto was “With mal-
ice toward none, with char-
ity to all.” What a timeless 
council still today!

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Psalm 25:4-5: 
Show me your ways, Lord, 
teach me your paths. Guide 
me in your truth and teach 
me, for you are God my Sav-
ior, and my hope is in you all 
day long. NIV 

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page and the Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore and Re-
sale Shop Facebook page! 
Please submit any Pearl 
news to betsyclark47@ya-
hoo.com.

BY DAVID SCOTT 
Staff Writer

The recent completion of the 
Leon River bridge on SH 236 at 
Mother Neff State Park, made way 
for the removal of a massive log 
jam. Work on the log jam began on 
June 12.

In the past, seasonal flooding at 
the park was an issue which re-
sulted in many log jams that have 
occurred at the Leon River bridge. 
The log jams, often massive in size 
and length, would occur when the 
logs became wedged between the 
low water bridge piers which re-
sulted in the lower park grounds 
and buildings to be submerged in 
water.

The new bridge was constructed 
to be longer and to have an in-
creased elevation of the road from 
both approaches. Without the piers 
underneath, in the future logs and 
debris can pass under the bridge 
without causing another massive 
log jam which would result in more 
flooding.

According to Melissa Chadwick, 
Superintendent of Mother Neff 

State Park, the park along with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment have been working closely 
with U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service in a joint effort to 
remove the log jam from the Leon 
through the Emergency Watershed 
Protection Program.

The massive number of sub-
merged logs and above water level 
debris in the actual jam, is taking 
several manhours to remove. 

“Hopefully the job will be com-
pleted by the end of summer,” 
Chadwick said.

As far as restoration of the origi-
nal park site along the river, Chad-
wick stated: “Planning discussions 
for the original part of the park 
have already begun, but no resto-
ration projects have been initiated 
yet.”

“The completion of the TxDOT 
bridge on 236 and the log jam re-
moval project have been the first 
steps before proceeding with res-
toration for the historic structures 
and in the river bottom section of 
the park,” she said.

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

PEARL NEWS

Come see us today... you’ll be glad you did!

T
oday’s the day! The Pearl Cottage Book-

store and the Pearl Bluegrass events are 

going on now! Be sure and grab friends 

and family and join in the fun at the 

Pearl Community Center and the Pearl Cottage 

Bookstore. You’ll be glad you did!

The remaining dates for 
2023: Aug. 5; (second Sat-

urday in September) Sept. 9; 
Oct. 7; Nov. 4; and Dec. 2. 

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Workers slowly removing massive amounts of timber in the log jam from the Leon River at Mother Neff State Park.

Log jam being removed at Mother Neff State Park

20 YEARS AGO (2003)
Jane Pitts, daughter of 

John and Patricia Pitts 
of Oglesby, attended the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Bluebonnet Girls State at 
Texas Lutheran University 
in Seguin.

Air Force Airman Michael 
J. Orlando had graduated 
from basic training at Lack-
land Air Force Base. He was 
a 2002 graduate of Evant 
High School.

James Geaslin, son of 
Jimmy Knox of Gatesville 
and James and Carol Shaw 
of Waco, had advanced to 
the National Speed Skating 
Championships in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.

Several members of the 
Gatesville Lions Club, and 
family members, had trav-
eled to Kerrville to tour the 
Texas Lions Camp. The fa-
cility provides camping ex-
perience for children with 
special needs.

Organizers for the 2003 
Relay For Life were astound-
ed by the response to the 
American Cancer Society 
fundraiser when it raised 
more than $40,000.
30 YEARS AGO (1993)

Carl and Mary Wright cel-

ebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary with a dinner 
on the Brazos Queen II. 
Carl Wright and the former 
Mary Lavauhn Ritchie were 
married on July 2, 1943, in 
Belton.

Kelsey Sage of Gatesville 
participated in the Gates-
ville Track Club meet at 
McKamie Stadium. Sage, 
competing in the girls’ 
5-6-year-old division, won 
four events.

Cicil Pearce was to be hon-
ored on his 76th birthday 
with a come-and-go party 
at the January Care Home 
in Evant. His children, Pat-
sy Pearce Elliston and Al 
Pearce, hosted the party.

Fred Daschofsky was be-
ing honored by the Farmers 
Insurance Group Compa-
nies for outstanding sales 
achievements during 1992.

Texas House Speaker 
James “Pete” Laney offered 
praise to state Representa-
tive Allen Place for his skill-
ful handling of the state’s 
Penal Code and for his lead-
ership.
40 YEARS AGO (1983)

A retirement party hon-
ored Bonnie Chappell for 
30 years of work. The re-

tirement party was held 
at the Gatesville Country 
club, where she was show-
ered with the crowd’s best 
wishes.

Lisa Melton and Melanie 
Jones served as counsel-
ors at Glen Lake Methodist 
Camp. Youngsters attend-
ing the camp were Adam 
Wilkins, Todd Traylor, Kath-
ryn Miller, Debbie Ozmer, 
Lisa Pruitt, and Stacy Pruitt.

Construction was under-
way on the new $75,000 
Ward Insurance Agency 
building located at 1107 
Main Street. A tenta-
tive completion date was 
thought to be in October.

Carol D. Zeigler received 
his 30-year service award 
from the State Department 
of Highways and Public 
Transportation. His wife 
was the former Nell Haines 
of Gatesville.

Coryell Memorial Hos-
pital’s Employee of the 
Month was Pam Keeton of 
the nursing department. 
Keeton worked as a nurse’s 
aide and LVN student at the 
hospital for two years.
50 YEARS AGO (1973)

Dr. Stephen Eeds, a 
26-year-old, became a new 

dentist in Gatesville. He 
joined the staff at the Wil-
liams-Kenworthy Dental 
Clinic. Eeds received his 
Doctor of Dental Surgery 
degree from Baylor College 
of Dentistry in Dallas.

Shana Barba, five-year-old 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gary M. Barba of Gatesville, 
had placed first runner-up 
in the La Petite division at 
the Texas State Our Little 
Miss Pageant in Waco.

Airman Ray L. Wright, 
son of Mrs. S.K. Strafford 
of Gatesville, had been as-
signed to Lowry Air Force 
Base in Colorado after 
completing Air Force basic 
training.

Michael James, age 18, 
son of Deputy Sheriff and 
Mrs. Alvin James of Gates-
ville, had volunteered for 
a four-year tour of duty in 
the Marine Corps. He was a 
1973 graduate of GHS.

 Laura Simmons, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Sim-
mons of Oglesby, was the 
subject of a feature story 
in an issue of People, pub-
lished by the Institute of 
Texan Cultures at San An-
tonio.
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SUDOKU
Solution for the  
puzzle that ran June 24.

Staff Reports

Coryell County 4-H will 
hold its summer awards 
party on Wednesday, July 

19. All 4-H friends and fam-
ily members will need to 
RSVP online at http://cory-
ellagrilife.org by Wednes-

day, July 12.
The awards presentation 

will be held at Raby Park 
located on South 8th Street 

in Gatesville, and will be-
gin at 7 p.m. A swimming 
party will take place shortly 
after the awards presenta-

tion from 8-10 p.m. at the 
Gatesville City Pool located 
at 300 South 8th Street in 
Gatesville.

For more information con-
tact Coryell County AgriLife 
Extension Office at 254-865-
2414.

Coryell County 4-H to hold summer awards party July 19

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District Choir 

boosters will hold a bake 
sale on Saturday, July 22 to 
support their travel funds 
for their trip to California.

The bake sale will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Vintage Royalty. There 
will be plenty of baked 

goods including cookies, 
cupcakes, brownies, and 
cakes.

The Coffee Saloon will be 

in attendance as well and 
will be donating 15% of its 
proceeds back to the GISD 
Choir Boosters.

For more information visit 
gisdchoir@gatesvilleisd.org 
online.

GISD Choir to hold a bake sale fundraiser on July 22
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Gaillard, leading three 
Tarleton rodeo athletes in 
the short go, finished sixth 
in the event. He earned his 
finals spot with a 78.5-sec-
ond score on his opening 
ride and 74.5s in rounds two 
and three.

The sophomore agribusi-
ness major from Morse, 
Texas, qualified for the 
CNFR as the 2023 National 
Intercollegiate Rodeo 
Association Southwest 
Region reserve champion 
saddle bronc rider.

Team roper Wyatt Bray and 
barrel racer Jordan Driver 
also represented Tarleton in 
Casper.

Bray and partner Cutter 
Thomison from Western 

Texas College in Snyder, 
regular-season regional 
event champs, missed their 
steer Saturday for no score. 
However, they posted a 6.2, 
6.6 and 5.6 during the week, 
good enough for seventh in 
the average. 

Jordan Driver, represent-
ing Tarleton in the College 
National Finals Rodeo, fin-
ished ninth in barrel racing.

Driver, an integral part 
of the Southwest champi-
on women’s team, finished 
ninth among barrel racers 
with a 14.34 run Saturday. 
Her best time in Casper came 
in the first round when she 
flashed a 14.25 in the clo-
verleaf. She followed that 
with a second-round 14.56 

and a 14.37 to qualify for the 
finals.

Driver was the 2023 re-
serve champion in the re-

gional all-around competi-
tion, as well as the regional 

title holder as a breakaway 
roper.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

Gus Gaillard of Tarleton State University placed sixth in the College National Finals Rodeo’s saddle bronc riding competition in Casper, 
Wyoming.

Kalyn Hill to join sister Kelci playing for Tarleton softball team

PHOTO COURTESY OF TARLETON SPORTS INFORMATION

Tarleton State University has announced the signing of Seattle University catcher Kalyn Hill, who will be 
joining her sister Kelci in playing softball for the Texans.

Veteran football assistant Pepe Pearson to coach Tarleton’s running backs

SADDLE UP
Tarleton’s Gaillard places sixth in 
CNFR saddle bronc riding competition

TSU Sports Information

S
TEPHENVILLE — Tarleton State University 

saddle bronc rider Gus Gaillard saved the 

best for last in his first College National 

Finals Rodeo, earning an 81 in the champi-

onship finals of saddle bronc riding on June 17 in 

Casper, Wyoming.

TSU Sports Information

STEPHENVILLE – After the 
recent additions of a pair 
of pitchers from the trans-
fer portal, Tarleton State 
University’s head softball 
coach Mark Cumpian an-
nounced the signing of class 
of 2025 Seattle University 
catcher, Kalyn Hill.

Kalyn joins her sister Kelci 
in Stephenville, reuniting 
the pair for the first time 
since playing together at 
Murrieta Mesa High School 
in California when Kelci was 
a senior and Kalyn was a ju-
nior in 2020.

Kalyn Hill spent her first 
two seasons of her collegiate 
career behind the dish for 
Seattle U. In two seasons, she 
batted .297 with eight home 
runs and 57 RBI. She posted 

a slugging percentage of 
.430 and reached base 35.8 
percent of the time. She is 11 
hits short of reaching 100 at 
the collegiate level.

Last year as a sophomore, 
Kalyn Hill batted .319, which 
was more than 40 points 
higher than her mark as a 
freshman. She also increased 
her slugging percentage to 
.435 in 2023. In seven less 
games played, Hill had one 
less hit and drove in 24 runs 
while hitting three home 
runs.

In 2022, she started 55 
games, primarily behind the 
plate. She ranked third on 
the team with nine doubles. 
She drew 19 walks, the sec-
ond most by a Redhawk on 
the season. Her 33 RBI tied 
for second on Seattle U.

Kalyn Hill graduated from 
Murrieta Mesa High School 
in 2021. She spent four years 
on the varsity squad and was 
named captain her last two 
seasons of her prep career. 
She was tabbed first team 
All-League her senior season. 
She was the recipient of the 
Team PRIDE Award awarded 
to a student-athlete who ex-
hibits school pride the most 
on and off the field.

The Murrietta native isn’t 
moving closer to home with 
her transfer, but she is given 
the opportunity to play with 
her sister, the third pair of 
sisters to play together with 
the Texan softball program, 
and the first since 2020.

Hill indicated that 
she intends to major in 
Kinesiology at Tarleton.

TSU Sports Information

STEPHENVILLE — The 
depth of experience on the 
Tarleton State University 
football coaching staff 
keeps growing. This time 
it’s on the offensive side 
as the Texans announced 
Friday they have hired Pepe 
Pearson as an assistant 
coach to lead the running 
backs.

Pearson arrives in 
Stephenville with 21 years 
of collegiate coaching ex-
perience, with stops at 
Tennessee State (2021-
22), Marshall (2016-20), 
Youngstown State (2015) 
and Ohio Dominican (2001-
14). Pearson starred as a 
running back himself in the 
1990s, playing for several 
NFL teams after rushing 
for more than 3,000 yards 
and 30 touchdowns as a 
college player at Ohio State 
University. 

“We’re very blessed to be 
able to hire Pepe, a highly, 
highly decorated player 

back in the mid-90s,” head 
coach Todd Whitten said. 
“He’s been highly recom-
mended by every head 
coach he’s ever worked for, 
so I feel very fortunate to 
get him at this late day. I 
think he’s going to be re-
ally good for our backs. It’s 
always good when a guy has 
played the position at the 
highest level to continue 
coaching that. He’s just a 
really good hire for us and 
he’s an equally good person. 
I’m excited and looking for-
ward to working with him.”

Pearson coached under 
his former Buckeye team-
mate Eddie George the last 
two seasons at Tennessee 
State. Last year his main two 
running backs totaled 1,153 
yards on 245 carries (4.7 
yards per game). In 2021, 
he helped his lead back 
to Second Team All-Ohio 
Valley Conference honors. 
“I would like to thank Coach 
Whitten for giving me this 
amazing opportunity to 
coach in the great state of 

Texas and work with an out-
standing group of coaches,” 
Pearson said. “I am also 
excited to work with a tal-
ented group of players. I 
have had amazing support 

in my short time here and 
the people at Tarleton State 
University have certainly 
extended a warm welcome 
to me and my family. I am 
ready to get to work and 

help this team achieve a 
high standard of success on 
the gridiron. Go Texans!”

Pearson spent five years 
as the running backs coach 
at Marshall, where he 
helped lead the Conference 
USA’s Most Valuable Player 
to the tune of 1,387 rushing 
yards and 11 touchdowns in 
his award-winning season. 
The Herd made a bowl game 
in each of his last four sea-
sons there.

Before a season spent at 
Youngstown State, Pearson 
served 14 seasons at Ohio 
Dominican, where the 
Panthers won four con-
ference championships. 
He was the running backs 
coach and special teams 
coordinator there. In 2013, 
Pearson had two 1,000-
yard rushers, the first time 
in school history a pair 
reached the 1,000-yard 
mark in the same season. 

As a running back in the 
NFL, Pearson spent time 
with the Detroit Lions, San 
Francisco 49ers, Chicago 

Bears, Pittsburgh Steelers 
and Cleveland Browns. 
George and Pearson shared 
the backfield at Ohio State 
for two seasons (1994-95), 
and in 1996, Pearson be-
came a preseason Heisman 
candidate. That year he 
exploded for 1,484 yards 
on 299 carries (5.0 yards 
per game) and 17 touch-
downs in 12 games. He 
led the Buckeyes to a Rose 
Bowl win in 1997. Across 
his four-year career at Ohio 
State, Pearson was twice 
All-Big 10, twice the team’s 
MVP, and the Buckeyes were 
41-10.

The Euclid, Ohio, native 
was the runner-up Mr. Ohio 
at the prep level. He rushed 
for almost 4,500 yards and 
49 touchdowns in high 
school, earning a USA Today 
All-America award and 
Northeast Ohio Player of the 
Year honors.

Pearson and his wife, 
Semoine, have three 
children.

COURTESY PHOTO

Pepe Pearson, a former college and NFL player, has been signed as 
an assistant football coach to lead the running backs at Tarleton 
State University working with head coach Todd Whitten.

WANT MORE?
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1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass | Gatesville, Texas 76528

Give us a call for all your project needs, large or small!

254-865-2190
Locally Owned & Operated

Brandon Latham | Brandon@wbsupplies.com
Free Estimates

SCREWS • INSULATION

SAKRETE • CULVERTS

REBAR • I BEAM

FLATBAR • CHANNEL

SLICK ROD

SQUARE TUBING

ANGLE IRON

RECTANGLE TUBING 

Complete line of metal building systems plus a 
wide range of building materials

Building Supplies
WHITTW

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL • RESIDENTIAL

PURLIN • PIPE

SUCKER ROD

CATTLE PANELS

BARBED WIRE

NET WIRE

PLUMBING SUPPLIES

ROLL UP DOORS

WALK THRU DOORS

Delivery 

Available

For more information, call 254-865-7575. 

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

DAY SHIFT & NIGHT SHIFT AVAILABLE 

6 AM to 6 PM  •  6 PM to 6 AM

Apply online at

HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

COME JOIN 

OUR TEAM!

• Supportive work environment

• Generous benefits offered

CNAs

God Bless 
America

(254) 865-8954

tejasrealestate.com

2105 E. Main St. 

Gatesville, TX 76528

Staff Reports

The first Wrenches to 
Wheels project was held at 
Evant Independent School 
District on June 20 from 9 
a.m. to noon. The program 
is designed to empower 
sixth- and seventh-grade 
students by offering them 
an opportunity to build 
their own bicycle with the 

help of local professionals.
About 20 Evant ISD stu-

dents and volunteers joined 
in on the action and built 
more than 17 bikes in total.

Central Texas Workforce 
Solutions of Central Tex-
as hosts the Wrenches to 
Wheels program to partner 
with local school districts 
and industry leaders. The 

event is designed to take 
place each year during the 
months of June and July. 
Participants include Evant 
ISD, Copperas Cove ISD, 
Killeen ISD, and Temple 
ISD.

For more information 
visit https://workforceso-
lutionsctx.com.

Wrenches to Wheels   
project held at Evant ISD

Staff Reports

For the past 20 years, 
Gatesville High School has 
held a Hornet Volleyball 

Camp for Gatesville Inde-
pendent School District 
students. This year, first 
through ninth grade stu-
dents will be able to partici-

pate.
The camp will be held 

from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. from Monday, July 10 
through Wednesday, July 

12, at the the high school’s 
Sidney L. Pruitt Gymnasium.

Registration will begin at 
7:45 a.m. on Monday, July 
10, or you can register on-

line by using the QR code 
located on the front of the 
camp flyer.

Gatesville High School is 
located at 205 South Lovers 

Lane.

Gatesville Hornet Volleyball Camp to be held July 10

COURTESY PHOTOS

Evant ISD students recently 
participated in a Wrenches 
to Wheels project which al-
lowed students to build their 
own bike to take home.
The program helped stu-
dents broadened their 
knowledge in mechanics 
while learning to build their  
bikes.
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“Always putting you first”

3411 E. Main

Gatesville

254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Ln.

Evant

254-471-5531

117 Texas 1996

Oglesby

254-470-2261

Gatesville Family Dental
220 Memorial Dr. • 865-7272

Personal, 

friendly

dental care 

Grib’s ConstructionGrib’s Construction
2000 Violet Lane, Gatesville

248-4171

R & M Fencing and Dozing
Fence Line Clearing • Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing • Game Fencing

Entry Ways • Corrals • Barns • Metal Buildings

Larry Riddle: 254-248-2205
Joyce McAdams: 254-248-4318

RESIDENTIAL and FREE ESTIMATES

Coy Latham
Justice of the Peace

Precinct 4

Kyle Matthews
Coryell County Commissioner

Precinct 1

Ryan Basham
Coryell County Commissioner 

Precinct 3

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

EXEX

plumbing

MI
D-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MI
D-TEX

ML-42617

1910 Main Street, Gatesville • 865-7333

Roger Miller
Coryell County Judge

Farm & Ranch

Life

Auto • Home

Commercial

For All Your Pharmaceutical Needs 

2513 S. State TX 36 • 254-865-2417

Drive Thru

Delivery Available

Medication
Compounding 

Available

Hardware • Tools

Lawn & Garden

Heating & Cooling

Home & Decor

Much more
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

2820 S. State Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX • 254-865-6900

Coryell MuseumCoryell Museum
& Historical Center& Historical Center

718 Main Street, Gatesville

(254) 865-5007

Spur Capital of Texas

Comer
Automotive 

Serving Coryell Since 1980

254-865-7000
103 Park St., Gatesville

Tim Beck’s Maytag Home 
Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, 

Gatesville 

(254) 865-5705

2307 Hwy. 36 South, Gatesville, TX
254-865-2617

Visit us at www.Gatesvilletx.info

Jim Caldwell
Justice of the Peace

Precinct 3

213 E. Main, Gatesville

254-865-6315

Coryell Feed & 
Supply

Justin Carothers
Coryell County Tax Assessor/

Collector and Voter Registrar

2105 East Main St., Gatesville
Office 865-8954 | Cell 216-9599

Lute Sullins,
 Owner/Broker

 The national anthem is syn-

onymous with the United States 

America, and its notes very 

well may be the patriotic glue 

that binds the country together. 

Although the lyrics and music 

of the song are widely known, 

many may be unfamiliar with the 

rich history behind the beloved 

tune.

A poem is born

America began its fight for in-

dependence from Great Britain  

in 1775, and the Declaration 

of Independence was signed 

in 1776 to identify the 13 colo-

nies that succeeded in winning 

their independence from Britain. 

However, the battles with Britain 

stretched on. Fights over ter-

ritories kept disputes between 

the British Empire and the newly 

formed United States raging on, 

and it was during one such fight, 
and not during the Revolution-

ary War as some may think, that 

‘The Star Spangled Banner’ was 

written.

 The War of 1812 was de-

clared by the United States to 

set to right some of the issues 

that were not resolved after the 

Revolutionary War. Francis Scott 

Key was an American lawyer at 

the time of this war, negotiating 

for the release of an American 

hostage being held by the Brit-

ish. Although Key won the hos-

tage’s release, he was not able 

to leave the British fleet where 
the negotiations took place until 

the British completed their attack 

on Baltimore. Key witnessed 

the British fiery bombs on Ft. 
McHenry on Chesapeake Bay.

 Just before dawn on the 

morning of September 14, 1814, 

Key was said to have noticed a 

huge American flag still waving 
above Ft. McHenry in defiance 
to the British attack. This imag-

ery helped inspire the words of 

a poem that eventually would 

become the national anthem.

 Key penned the poem on the 

back of a letter he held in his 

pocket. After the battle was over, 

and Key was released, he com-

pleted the poem at the Indian 

Queen Hotel, where he was 

staying. The poem was titled, 

‘Defense of Fort M’Henry.’ The 

poem was put to music to fit the 
popular melody ‘The Anacreonic 

Song’ by English composer John 

Stafford Smith. Key’s brother-in-
law, Judge Joseph H. Nicholson, 

anonymously made the first 
printing of the lyrics to the mel-

ody and the song was printed 

in two newspapers. The song 

quickly became popular and 

soon after, Thomas Carr of the 

Carr Music Store in Baltimore, 

Maryland published the words 

and music under a new title, 

‘The Star-Spangled Banner.’

‘The Star-Spangled Banner’ 

takes off
‘The Star-Spangled Banner’ 

became one of the nation’s 

most beloved patriotic songs in 

the 19th century. According to 

Smithsonian, the song gained 

special significance during the 
Civil War, a time when many 

Americans turned to music to 

express their feelings for the flag 
and the ideals and values it rep-

resented. The military used the 

song for ceremonial purposes, 

requiring it be played at the rais-

ing and lowering of the colors. 

But many versions of the song 

were used during these ceremo-

nies and celebrations. 

 By the 20th century, Presi-

dent Woodrow Wilson wanted to 

establish a standard version, so 

he tasked the United States Bu-

reau of Education to provide an 

official version. In response, the 
Bureau of Education enlisted the 

help of five musicians, including 
Walter Damrosch, Will Earhart, 

Arnold J. Gantvoort, Oscar Son-

neck and John Philip Sousa, to 

agree on an arrangement. This 

new standardized version was 

first played on December 5, 
1917 at Carnegie Hall.

 It wasn’t until March 3, 1931 

that ‘The Star-Spangled Banner’ 

became the official national an-

them of the United States when 

President Herbert Hoover signed 

this designation into law.

 This Fourth of July, people 

may be struck by the mag-

nificence of the fireworks or the 
enjoyment of the parades. But 

as the music swells, they can 

also think twice about the signifi-

cance of the events that inspired 

the creation of the country’s 

national anthem.

LET’S CELEBRATE

THE FOURTH!

Fun facts 

about America’s 

national anthem

J
uly 4, 2023 marks the 247th anniversary of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence. Fireworks will illuminate the 

night sky, the rich smell of barbecue will be in the air and the 

country will be awash in red, white and blue splendor. Chances 

are the swelling melody of ‘The Star Spangled Banner’ will be broad-

cast over the radio and on various firework display telecasts. 


