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Carlo Martinez makes his mark at Gatesville High School
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Even with all the success he has enjoyed 
over a storied athletic career at Gatesville 
High School, senior Carlo Martinez entered 
uncharted territory on May 11 when he com-
peted in two events — the 1,600-meter and 
3,200-meter races — in the University Inter-
scholastic League Class 4A state track and 
field meet in Austin.

“I have never gone to state before in track 
and field — this is my first time,” Martinez 
said. “I have gone to state in cross country 
three times — my sophomore, junior and 
senior years.”

What has enabled Martinez to do so much 
better in track this spring than in previous 
years?

“I just applied myself to my workouts 
more,” he said. “I started doing everything 

I needed to do to become a better athlete. 
It’s really crazy what a difference it makes 
when you apply yourself. I wasn’t running 
as much last year.”

Asked how much he is currently running, 

Old jail demolished Conflicting views
voiced regarding
cost-cutting
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

While keeping construction costs for the future Leon Street 
Annex appears to be a priority for the Coryell County judge 
and each member of the commissioners court, a discussion 
about the topic during the May 9 commissioners court meet-
ing revealed some differences in approach.

County Judge Roger Miller said he placed an item on the 
agenda regarding options for cutting costs to reduce the 
budget of the proposed Leon Street Annex and giving guid-
ance to Southwest Architects to include that in their plans.

“We need to implement cost cutting measures and look at 
reducing the size and scope of the generator (for the build-
ing),” Miller said. He added that is a result of an $870,000 
cost overrun on jail expansion costs.

During a meeting in April, commissioners Scott Weddle 
and Kyle Matthews had said it is too early to begin cost cut-
ting measures on the Leon Street Annex because a guaran-
teed maximum price for the building has not been revealed.

“I thought a majority of the court decided we were prema-
ture in this - where do you get the $870,000?” Weddle asked.

“That $870,000 is the difference in the (initial) estimate 
of what the jail expansion would cost versus what came in,” 
Miller said.

“I guess we’re going to look at it differently,” Weddle said. 
“I want to make sure we have enough to cover the expense. 
If we put a server over there (for electronics), we’ll need the 
(larger) generator.”

Weddle added that a suggestion to consider “removing 
benches in the courtroom and replacing them with folding 
chairs ... My thought is it doesn’t have the decorum of a fa-
cility we’ll have for at least 30 years, and the way Coryell 
County does things, it might be 80 years.”

Miller said reducing the size of the interior is another item 
to consider.

“One thing that glaringly sticks out is to reduce the square 
footage - to find a way to cut square footage. I know that 
gets into some pretty extensive redrawing of plans,” he said.

Matthews said he wants to avoid making cuts too early in 
the process.

“I want everybody to be patient,” he said. “There’s nothing 
wrong with telling an architect to be gentle. It is a profes-
sional building, and it does need a roof, floor and doors.”

Weddle said a certain amount of space is needed for a 
courtroom.

“Being a court, it does have a square footage requirement,” 
Weddle said. “I am an eternal; optimist - I look at what we 
can do and not what we can’t do. I love being challenged. I 
did some number crunching and have some figures to pres-
ent to the court.”

Sheriff Scott Williams said having benches will enhance 
the security of the building.

“As far as courtroom security, it’s a whole lot harder to 
throw a bench than a folding chair,” he said.

Weddle said he is assuming that the guaranteed maximum 
price will hold closely to the number that was presented in 
January.

He said the estimated cost for construction of both the 
Leon Street Annex and expansion of the jail is $13,689,364 
without options, and with options, the county is looking at 
a $320,248 shortfall.

“One of the things we have to keep in mind before we talk 
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After advancing to 
state competition 
in cross country 
three straight 
years, Carlo Marti-
nez earned a spot 
at the Class 4A 
state track meet, 
and competed 
in two different 
events on May 11.

“It’s crazy what a difference it 

makes when you apply yourself. 

I wasn’t running as much last 

year.”

CARLO MARTINEZ

state track competitor
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The old Coryell County Jail, built in 1932, was recently leveled to make way for a 47-bed expansion of the current jail. The building 
most recently housed offices for two Coryell County justices of the peace.

Contract awarded for Rotunda demolition
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The Gatesville City Council awarded a contract for 
$176,636 to RNDI of Rockwall Texas to demolish the former 
Rotunda Nursing Home at 2525 Osage Road.

The city acquired the building, which has been abandoned 
by its former tenant since 2000, through tax foreclosure in 

2008. Asbestos abatement and demolition of two wings of 
the building were completed in 2014 and 2015.

After five unsuccessful attempts to acquire grant fund-
ing, Gatesville’s persistence finally paid off in 2021 when 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency awarded the city 

Trinity Baptist Church
A Church That Cares

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship 10:50 am
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor

1506 W. Main Street, Gatesville, TX
Church 865-8495 | Pre-school 248-0041

Mission Statement: 

“The family of Trinity Baptist 
Church exists to love God and 
people, teach God’s Word, and 
to help all mankind to follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ in
absolute obedience.”

BTC
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Coryell Health is pleased to announce Dr. Timothy Dannemiller, 

board certified family medicine physician, has joined our primary 

care physician practice and is accepting new patients at Coryell 

Health Medical Clinic- Gatesville. Dr. Dannemiller brings a wealth of 

knowledge and experience in the area of men’s heath. He believes 

preventing a health problem is better than having to overcome one. 

Dr. Dannemiller attended The Texas Tech University Health Sciences 

Center School of Medicine on a four-year US Navy scholarship and 

completed his residency in Family Medicine at the Naval Hospital 

in Pensacola. He served as Senior Medical officer for the Naval 

Branch Medical Clinic Naval Air Station in Meridian, MS as well as a 

US Naval Flight Surgeon for VT-23/Training Wing One.

WHERE YOU ALWAYS  

FEEL AT HOME

1507 W Main St, Gatesville, TX 76528 Bldg #2  

(254) 865-2166  |  CoryellHealth.org

Accepting Al l Insurances Including 

Medicare | Medicaid | Tricare | Self-pay

WA LK I N S  W E LC O M E &  
S AM E D AY A P P O I NTM E NTS

For his outstanding and innovative practice of 

medicine, Dr. Dannemiller has earned a Navy 

Achievement medal and three Naval and Marine 

Corps Commendation medals.

Patterson joins Council
Lions help empower blind, visually impaired
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Since 1925, when celebrity and ad-
vocate Helen Keller asked the Lions 
Club to become “knights of the blind 
in the crusade against darkness,” Li-
ons have championed the cause of 
the visually impaired.

During a Gatesville Lions Club 
meeting, Renee Kettler, the Sec-
ond Vice District Governor, gave an 
overview of World Services for the 
Blind, a school in Little Rock, Ark. 
that helps visually impaired people 
from the United States and through-
out the world learn valuable skills to 
help them obtain employment.

“It’s quite impressive,” Kettler 
said. “It began in 1947 with a dona-
tion from the Little Rock, Arkansas 
Lions Club. They saw a need to serve 
the community of the visually im-
paired and to give them skills to be 
able to live an independent life de-
spite their disability.”

Today, Lions Clubs all over the 
world, including the club in Gates-
ville, help to fund the school. Kettler 
said that more than 16,000 people 
from all 50 states and other coun-
tries have attended the school.

“The mission is to empower people 
who are blind or visually impaired to 
achieve sustainable independence,” 
she said. “What does it do? Much 
like college, it teaches skills. There is 
also a GED (general equivalency di-
ploma) program. The school teaches 
a vocation or skills such as small en-
gine repair, working with computers 
and a variety of other things.”

Options also include technology, 
call service, credit counseling, office 
work and small business manage-
ment.

Some of the school’s administra-
tors are also blind, including Chief 

Executive Officer Eric Yarberry. “He 
brings a world of knowledge” to the 
organization, Kettler said.

Heather Miller is the director of 
education and training. Unlike Yar-
berry, who has been blind since 
birth, Miller became blind later in 
life because of complications from 
diabetes.

“She was a prosecutor for nine 
years and developed blindness as an 
adult,” Kettler said. “She found out 
about World Services for the Blind 
and discovered it was something she 
loved, and she wanted to be a part of 
the organization.”

The cost of attending the school 
can be expensive and varies accord-
ing to the equipment needed and 
course length for each individual 
attending. Many of those attending 
have the costs covered by the Lions 
Club.

“The amount of time it takes (for 
those attending) can range from six 

months to a year and a half,” Kettler 
said. “There are scholarships to help 
cover the costs, and donations from 
Lions Clubs around the world help 
fund these. “The average cost is be-
tween $1,500 and $3,000 a month.

“World Services for the Blind has 
a job placement program as well, 
giving opportunities throughout the 
United States.”

Those interested in enrolling in 
the program are required to visit the 
school in Little Rock as part of the 
application process.

Kettler said the keynote speaker 
for the school’s 75th anniversary 
celebration was a graduate of World 
Services for the Blind who later re-
ceived a doctorate from Harvard, 
has published several books and is 
a public speaker who travels nation-
wide.

For more information about World 
Services for the Blind, visit www.ws-
blind.org.

JEFF OSBORNE | 
THE GATESVILLE MES-
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Renee Kettler, 
Second Vice Dis-
trict Governor 
for Lions Clubs 
in Central Texas, 
spoke to the 
Gatesville Lions 
Club about World 
Services for the 
Blind.
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Carlo Martinez heads to the finish line during a track meet held in Gatesville earlier this spring. He com-
peted in two events at the state track meet on May 11.

Martinez said, “I am running anywhere 
from 40 to 50 miles per week. I was running 
about 30 miles a week in cross country. I in-
creased the miles so I can do well in track 
season.”

Workouts are a solo pursuit for Martinez.
“It’s something I have to do solo other 

than cross country,” he said. “Sometimes it 
can be really difficult running alone. That’s 
one of the reasons I’m really looking for-
ward to college (he has signed to continue 

his athletic career at the University of Loui-
siana at Monroe). It’s important that I men-
tally push myself.”

What is he expecting at the state meet?
“I kind of know what the competition is 

like and I know it will be difficult,” Martinez 
said. “I have to do my absolute best if I want 
to win.”

Asked what has helped inspire his pursuit 
of excellence this spring, Martinez said, “My 
relationship with God has gotten a lot stron-
ger, and it’s helped me persevere.”

He also credited his parents and coaches 
“for really helping me, encouraging me and 
always being there for me.”

MARTINEZ
FROM PAGE A1

COURTESY PHOTO BY GARY CHUMLEY

NEW COUNCIL MEMBER: Joe Patterson was sworn in By Gatesville 
City Secretary Wendy Cole  on May 9 as the new Ward 2, Place 2 rep-
resentative on the Gatesville City Council. Patterson replaces Billy 
Sinyard, who resigned in April.

Bridge Street house work continues
Contractor Layton Willis 

updated the Gatesville City 
Council on May 9 about work 
underway at 2006 Bridge 
Street, which has been ruled 

substandard. Framing, elec-
trical and plumbing work is 
done. He said the house was 
to be ready for an inspection 
on May 12.

Council approves subdividing property
The Gatesville City Council approved a re-

quest to subdivide 11.4 acres out of the A, 
Arocha survey on South Highway 36 in the 
Newman Addition into five lots.

The property is not far from the Bar N 
Veterinary Clinic. The subdivision had been 

unanimously approved from the planning 
and zoning commission.

“It complies with all requirements of a city 
subdivision,” said Interim City Manager Billy 
Parry. The city provides sewer service to the 
area.
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Say hello to our neighbor, 
Pamela Rudolph!

Pamela is the Director of Services at the Gatesville Se-
nior Center. She has lived in Gatesville all her life and 
has worked at the Senior Center since August 2022. She 
enjoys being involved with the community, as well as 
bringing new experiences to the members and meeting 
new clients. Pamela reads The Gatesville Messenger and 
is pleased to see the diversity of articles and a variety of 
community interests.

If you happen to see Pamela around town, say hello! 
She is one of us!

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Pamela Rudolph

Folksaround town

Sponsored by

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated colum-
nist and newspaper executive. He is 
also an author, playwright, actor and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

So many questions are di-
rected at the graduates as to 
their “plans” for the future 
and it would seem the expec-
tations of the world are laid 
at their doorstep. “Where are 
you going to school? What 
do you want to become?“ 
These are questions we el-
ders repeatedly throw into 
conversations with young 
people. After the first 100 
or so inquiries, I can imag-
ine some graduates might 
wish they should wear a sign 
around their neck declaring 
their intentions, to avoid yet 
another recitation.  

Of course, the questions 
are asked with good inten-
tions and genuine concern 
about the student, but why 
is there so much focus on a 
“plan?” Is it because society 
compels graduates to have 
a plan? Do we place pres-
sure on graduates and imply 
they must know how they 

FROM MY FRONT PORCH 

What happens after graduation is what really 
counts 

W
e are getting precariously close to the 

start of graduation season. Just an-

other couple of weeks and our high 

school seniors will walk across the 

stage, receive their diploma, and move on to the 

next chapter of their lives. It is an exciting time for 

family and friends and sometimes a little over-

whelming for graduates.  

want to spend the rest of 
their life? Why is there such 
a rush to decide? Is some of 
the concept of “the plan” to 
benefit parents, so they can 
tell their friends and family 
their child’s lofty goals and 
receive affirmation they have 
done a good job as a parent? 

I had ideas of what I want-
ed to do with my life when 
I graduated high school but 
thank goodness, I had a de-
gree of self-awareness and 
on occasion, took the road 
less traveled. Instead of only 
doing what I knew would 
please my parents or fulfill 
the expectations of my inner 
circle of family and friends, 
I gave myself the gift of ex-
ploring the world around me 
and trying to find the place 
that was the best fit. Now 
nearly 50 years later, I still 
frequently take the road less 
traveled and will go to my 
grave happy I have done so.  

But my choices are not the 
best choice for everyone. I 
do admire people who, for 
example, decide they want to 
be a veterinarian in the third 
grade. They study furiously 
through high school and 
college to make the grade, 
enter vet school to get their 
advanced education, and 
then spend the next 40 to 
50 years doing the task they 
have been trained in.  Their 
lives must be uncomplicated 
because of their dedication 
to one purpose, and one 
goal. If such a person feels 
fulfilled and satisfied with 
their life choice, more power 
to them.  

Alternatively, I have wit-
nessed many people in life 
who spent years of time and 
a fortune in dollars to “be-
come” something, and once 
they achieved their goal, did 
not really enjoy where they 
landed. Young people can 
become enamored with a vi-
sion or fantasy of their fu-
ture, and when the reality of 
life comes to pass, they can 
find the dream did not fulfill 
them as they expected.  

Life only happens once. We 
will all make at least a few 
poor “life choices” during 
our time on earth, but deci-
sions about careers are one 
of the major decisions in all 
of life — right up there with 

whom to marry and whether 
to have children. It is best 
to have eyes wide open and 
be as certain as possible on 
how to spend those precious 
hours that make up our lives. 

Graduates, have a plan, 
but keep your options open. 
Look around and see if the 
vision of life you have imag-
ined is truly the one you 
want to have. Every occupa-
tion has its rewards and its 
drawbacks. There will be 
challenges in every job, and 
you alone must determine 
if the challenges of a spe-
cific career are something 
you wish to face. Life is long. 
You will grow and learn as 
you gain experience. Do not 
be afraid to reconsider or 
change from your original 
“plan.” Alternatively, don’t 
be afraid to stick to a plan if 
it is what you truly wish for 
yourself. The grass is not al-
ways greener. 

Thought for the day: “You 
can’t connect the dots look-
ing forward: you can only 
connect them looking back-
ward. You must trust that 
the dots will somehow con-
nect in your future.” — Steve 
Jobs. 

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out.

 
sam@hcnews.com 

$320,248 shortfall.
“One of the things we have to keep in 

mind before we talk about redrawing 
and going back to the drawing board 
is that both the architect and the con-
struction manager at risk have contin-
gencies,” Weddle said. “Anything over 
that number they pay for and anything 
under we get back. Naturally they’re 
going to have a high number (for con-
tingencies). 

“The total of contingencies on the 
entire project is $785,677. That’s po-
tential money that can come back to 
the county, and also potential money 
to add an extra step or something. Re-
garding this $800,000 (which Miller re-
ferred to), it’s almost already in there. 
Being the eternal optimist, we’re look-
ing pretty good with $785,000 in uh-
ohs.”

Weddle said the contract with John-
son County to house inmates from 

Coryell County in its jail would have 
reduced costs when the 47-bed jail 
expansion is complete. The projected 
date for that is February 2024.

“We can’t lose sight of the goal and 
we’re looking at February 28, 2024,” he 
said. “I’m going to continue to look at 
it and tweak it. In my opinion we’re in 
pretty good shape. I’m not happy they 
came in higher (on costs) for the jail. 
But on the contingencies, I’m fully ex-
pecting to get some money back.”

Miller said the projected obligation 
and hard number for the cost of jail 
expansion and the Leon Street Annex 
is closer to $14,340,213.

“If you look at that, the deficit be-
comes $735,000,” he said. “I think 
that’s the number we’ve got to look at. 
I’m not trying to put the cart in front 
of the horse. Right now, we’re over on 
one cost projection. Right now, they’re 
0 for 1.

“We may have to budget for FY (fiscal 
year) 2024 before we get the bid pack-
ers in.”

Weddle said he thought the packets 

would be received sooner.
“No, I think they’ll have everything 

in before budget season,” Weddle said. 
“I do not think we need to look at re-
ducing the (building) footprint. We can 
look at fixtures and such. I would ask 
that we wait until we get closer to the 
GMP (guaranteed maximum price and 
see if they come in at what you say.

“I can put in additional numbers - 
two different sets of books - I’m mak-
ing a joke, but the optimists and the 
pessimists.”

“I hope I’m not coming across as a 
pessimist,” Miller said. “I don’t know 
how we can afford another 15% devia-
tion. I think we’ll be challenged at this 
point even with a number of $735,000. 
There’s some things in the contingen-
cies that would have to go our way.”

Weddle said the cost savings from 
housing fewer inmates out of county 
will make a difference once the jail ex-
pansion is complete.

“It’s a tremendous amount of money 
going out of this county that we’ll be 
able to bring back,” he said.

COUNTY
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Older Americans 
Month recognized

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Coryell County Judge Roger Miller, left, hands a copy of a proclama-
tion recognizing May as National Older Americans Month in Coryell 
County to Alan Mathis, a member of the Silver Haired Legislature, 
which helps to represent the interests of senior citizens at the state 
level, including visits to the Texas Legislature.

Working for Texas seniors
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Gatesville resident Alan 
Mathis, a member of the Tex-
as Silvered Haired Legisla-
ture with his wife Rosemary, 
spoke to the Coryell County 
Commissioners Court about 
the organization.

Coryell County Judge Rog-
er Miller read a proclamation 
recognizing May as National 
Older Citizens Month and 
gave a copy to Mathis during 
the May 9 commissioners 
court meeting.

The area which Mathis and 
his wife represent stretches 
from Milam County to Lam-
pasas County and includes 
Coryell County.

“By 2030, all the baby 
boomers will be over 65,” 
Mathis said. “There are more 
senior citizens in Texas than 
the entire population of 24 
states.

“We are very proud of 
some of the legislation we 
were able to help get passed 
for older Texans. Number 

one is the personal needs 
allowance. If someone is in 
assisted living, they get $2 a 
day, or $60 a month. We got 
both chambers (of the Texas 
Legislature) to support rais-
ing it to $80 per month.”

Mathis said the organiza-
tion also helped support the 
Teacher Retirement System, 
and a measure to be able to 
offer a state identification 
card instead of having to 
show an original birth cer-
tificate in dealing with dif-
ferent agencies.

“There’s a man in Hamil-
ton who is 99 years old and 
had to show an original birth 
certificate, and we helped 
change that,” he said.

Commissioner Kyle Mat-
thews said Mathis and his 
wife are very involved in 
community affairs.

“Alan and Rosemary are 
super active in the commu-
nity and not just Gatesville 
- all over the county,” Mat-
thews said.

a Brownfield Cleanup grant which required a 20% local 
match. A total of $183,409 in federal funds were awarded 
to remove the two remaining structures on the property. 
The city’s match is $36,682.

Gatesville received five bids for the demolition. The low-
est was from Sierra Demolition of Jarrell for $145,000. In-
terim City Manager Bill Parry said that bid “lacked specifics 
in terms of their plan, as well as experience” in doing similar 
work.

RNDI’s bid was the second lowest. “They presented a 

detailed plan and have extensive experience,” Parry said. 
“They have conducted asbestos abatement and demolition 
in 40-plus schools in Dallas ISD, 120 properties in Dallas, 
and Grayson College. After consultation with Baer Engineer-
ing and the EPA Region 6 project manager, RNDI provided 
the best value for this project and both concurred with that 
recommendation.”

Other bids were received from: Joe Ramon Construction 
of San Antonio for $351,790; American Abatement of San 
Antonio for $379,075; and Coastal Bend Demolition of Cor-
pus Christi for $410,000.

Parry said a public meeting will be set before work begins 
to let people know about the process.

ROTUNDA
FROM PAGE A1

Gatesville Council awards bid for major 
replacement project on Mills Street
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Replacement of water and wastewa-
ter lines and manholes on Mills Street 
from 14th to 18th streets is scheduled 
to begin this summer after the Gates-
ville City Council awarded a contract to 
LC Paving and Construction during its 
May 9 meeting.

“It’s a fairly significant project and 
we anticipate that it will begin this 
summer,” said Interim City Manager 
Bill Parry. “It will go on concurrently 
with the Lovers Lane (water and waste-
water line replacement), so we will have 
two major projects at the same time.”

LC Paving and Construction of 
Coolidge, Texas had the low bid of 
$661,645. Six other bids were also 
received: for $710,277 from Qual-
ity Contractors of Waco; for $977,779 
from TTG Utilities of Gatesville; for 
$745,726.59 from B-Corp Utilities of 
Gatesville; for $796,970 from DJ Han-
sen Construction; for $745,077 from 

JH Contracting of China Spring; and 
for $852,888 from Westar Construc-
tion of Georgetown.

According to a memo to the Council, 
the water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture in that area, among the oldest 
established part of Gatesville, is esti-
mated to be 70 to 100 years old. “The 
condition of water/sewer lines, man-
holes, etc. require a replacement strat-
egy as opposed to constant repairs,” 
the memo stated.

In addition to new water and sewer 

lines, the project will also include the 
replacement of eight manholes, six 
new fire hydrants and service connec-
tions.

Walker Partners of Waco, acting as 
the city engineer, reviewed the bids 
and evaluated the contractors, recom-
mending LC Paving and Construction.

“I love awarding to local contractors, 
but B-Corp is already doing the Lovers 
Lane project and the other local com-
pany, TTG, was over $300,000 more,” 
Parry said.

“It’s a fairly significant project and we anticipate that it will 

begin this summer. It will go on concurrently with Love Lane 

(water and wastewater line replacement), so we will have two 

major projects at the same time.”

BILLY PARRY

interim city manager
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BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

The locally known “Leon River 
Dutch Oven Gang” will provide 
some down-home cooking to 
benefit the ongoing restoration 
process of the historic Eagle 
Springs Baptist Church located 
in southeastern Coryell County.

The event will take place on 
Saturday, May 20. The gang 
will begin serving lunch around 
noon, and provided on the 
menu will be pulled pork, po-
tatoes, baked beans, peach 
cobbler, and dump cake – all 
cooked on-location in genu-
ine old-time Dutch ovens. The 
meal can be paid for by simply 
making a love donation to the 
church restoration. 

Charlotte Weiss, a member 
of the Leon River Dutch Oven 
Gang said, “we love helping out 
as well as teaching about Dutch 
oven cooking.”

Dr. Eric Moffett of Coryell 
Community Church in Gates-
ville will address those assem-
bled with a short message at 11 
a.m. followed by lunch served at 
noon. Gospel music will also be 

on the agenda.
The Eagle Springs Baptist 

Church, an offspring of the On-
ion Creek Baptist Church, was 
built in 1878 in the community 
of Eagle Springs. The church 
was constructed primarily 
from cypress wood, which was 
hauled to the location by oxen-
drawn wagons from Galveston. 
The small, one-room church 
is considered to be a rare type 
of architecture due to the two 
front doors – one for the men 
to enter through and one for the 
women. Very few of these his-
toric churches are still in exis-
tence in Texas today. The inside 
of the church remains much the 
same as it did when Governor 
Pat Neff attended there as a 
child. The church pews, pulpit 
and pulpit chairs are all original 
to the building.

About 17 years ago, the 
Historic Eagle Springs Bap-
tist Church Association was 
formed in order to raise fund-
ing to have the church repaired 
and restored. Repair work re-
mains continuous on the soon 

to be 145-year-old structure. 
Although funds were recently 
raised to have the floor of the 
church professionally leveled, 
the building continues to slant 
to the east. The siding, window-
sills, and parts of the eaves of 
the church need to be replaced, 
and the building needs to be 
painted.

Association member Martha 
Deeringer said, “The Leon River 
Dutch Oven Gang is a group of 
amazing folks who can cook up 
culinary magic in Dutch ovens.” 

Deeringer said the church will 
be open to visitors who can see 
how their ancestors worshiped 
nearly 150 years ago. 

The public is strongly encour-
aged to attend this worthwhile 
fundraising event. 

“Don’t miss your chance to 
taste some delightful cooking, 
have a great lunch, and help out 
a historic Coryell County church 
at the same time,” Deeringer 
said.

BY MARSHA LEE
Contributing Writer

Earlier this month, mem-
bers of Retired School Per-
sonnel (CRSP) learned a little 
about 4-H, what it is, what 
is involved, and how it has 
changed over the years. The 
program was organized by 
County Extension Agent and 
4-H Youth Development Co-
ordinator Becky Coward.

Coward explained that 4-H 
is similar to a club, and that 
it is for kids and teens be-
tween ages 5 and 18. Those 
in grades 3-12 can belong to 

4-H, and many areas have 
“clover kids” to include 
kindergarten through sec-
ond grade. 4-H is America’s 
largest youth development 
organization, empowering 
nearly six million young 
people with skills for a life-
time giving back to their 
community, being their own 
best selves, working in an 
environment with like-mind-
ed people who care about 
them, and learning to ex-
plain their projects — which 
could become a career or 
lifelong passion for them. 

In Texas, 4-H began in 
1908 in Jack County. A 4-H 
Museum now exists in the 
city of Jacksboro. It is part 
of the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service and the 
Texas A&M System. 4-H has 
become an activity for youth 
through in-school and after-
school programs, school 
and community duties, and 
4-H camps.

When 4-H began, it was 
primarily focused on agri-
culture. It is no longer just 
an organization for kids 
with animals to raise and 

show. All 4-H members 
must have one hands-on 
project. Organized by top-
ics, 4-H projects now reach 
out into categories of (1) Ag-
riculture and livestock; (2) 
Family and community; (3) 
Natural resources; (4) Lead-
ership and citizenship; and 
(5) the STEM group, which 
includes science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math-
ematics.

4-H depends on adult vol-
unteers to mentor youths, 
oversee local clubs, and run 
events (competitions and 
fairs, for example). Volun-
teers will be trained in vari-
ous fields. They go through 
volunteer orientation, child 
protective course training, 
and are carefully screened.

To help demonstrate 
what’s new in 4-H, Coward 
brought two 4-H Club mem-
bers with her. They were 
Greyson Bay and Maddox 
McAndrew, both fifth-grad-
ers at Gatesville Intermedi-
ate School. When a retiree 
asked what the four H’s 
meant, the boys both re-
sponded with “Head, Heart, 
Hands, and Health.”

Coward went on to ex-
plain that the four H’s rep-
resent actions that members 
strive to achieve. The Head 
indicates clearer thinking 
(training to think, plan, and 
reason); the Heart stands for 
greater loyalty (being kind, 
true, and sympathetic); the 
Hands point to larger ser-

vice (useful, helpful, and 
skillful); and the Health 
leads to better living (resist-
ing temptations, realizing, 
and enjoying life). The “4-H 
Pledge” states that these ac-
tions will be performed by 
members “for my club, my 
country, my community, 
and my world.”

The project Greyson and 
Maddox are working on in-
volves robotics, one of the 
STEM group of projects (sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, and math).

Robots are all around us. 
They help make life easier 
and they are more efficient, 
and more fun. The field 
of robotics is expanding 
at a rapid pace, and Texas 
4-H is poised to help lead 
young people into this excit-
ing field. The mentors for 
Greyson and Maddox are 
Leighann Goodwin and San-
tana Bay. During the school 
year, the boys meet weekly 
with their mentors. Work-
ing in teams, they learn to 
design, build, code, and pro-
gram their own robot. The 
primary platform for the 
project is Lego robot parts.

Greyson explained that 
they had named their robot 
“Taco Cat.” He and Mad-
dox then demonstrated a 
few of the commands they 
have taught Taco Cat: to 
turn around, to follow a par-
ticular path, to avoid certain 
colors, to stay off of the fold 
line on their paper, and to 

pick up items. One of the re-
tirees asked what else they 
might like to train a robot 
to do, and one of the boys 
shouted out, “To clean my 
room,” which caused some 
laughter. The teams meet 
with their mentors again in 
August, where they expand 
on what they have learned 
and hopefully become inter-
ested in competing against 
other teams in robotics.

At one point, the robot 
did not respond to the boys 
in the expected manner. 
Greyson said, “I’m curious. 
I wonder why he did that?” 
Maddox took over the com-
puter and started working 
on the problem, with Grey-
son looking on and making 
suggestions.

Coward asked if the au-
dience had heard what the 
boys said, and she repeated 
it for the group. She said, 
“This is a big part of what 
4–H projects are all about 
… curiosity, skill-building, 
troubleshooting, problem-
solving, and teamwork.” The 
organization also encourag-
es leadership, good citizen-
ship, and community ser-
vice. A lot has changed since 
1908 when 4-H began, but 
it is clear that 4-H itself has 
changed, adapting to the 
times and greatly expanding 
its offerings to millions of 
young people.

Fifth-graders help demonstrate what’s new in 4-H

COURTESY PHOTO

Greyson Bay and Maddox McAndrew display their 4-H project, a robot named Taco Cat that they made 
and programmed themselves.
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The historic Eagle Springs Baptist Church is located at 14225 FM 107, a few miles from Moth-
er Neff State Park.

Dutch Oven Gang to host fundraiser for historic church

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

Salvaged from the recent demolition of Coryell County’s 
fourth jail, which was built in the early 1930s, was a certain 
cell door located in the upstairs of the facility. The special 
door was used to gain access to what was known as the “Bull 
Pen” where the male “bad guys” were kept in the early years.

The cell door, which was manufactured by the Pauly Jail 
Building and Manufacturing Company in St. Louis, Missouri, 
was unique in style since the locking process was a rotating 
combination lock rather than a key entry like the other cell 
doors. This type of lock by the Pauly company was known 
as a “Key-Bar Grating” mechanism that was patented in the 
late 1800s.

Coryell County Commissioner Ryan Basham recently 
shared a humorous story about the combination cell door 
when his grandfather, Deputy Jack Fry, and highway patrol-
man David White were in charge of transporting an inmate 
from the jail’s Bull Pen to the courthouse. The pair could not 
get the combination dial to work on the cell door and had to 
call upon Sheriff Windy Cummings to come to the jail to un-
lock the cell door. “It was a heck of a note that they couldn’t 
get the door open and had to call on Sheriff Cummings to do 
it himself,” Basham said.

The unique combination door was recently cut from the 
rest of the cell block and removed during the demolition of 
the building. Its new home will be alongside other artifacts 
from previous Coryell County jails at the Coryell Museum 
and Historical Center.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Senior Maintenance Technician Todd Pierce, escorted by Commissioner Ryan Basham, is shown transporting the cell door to the Coryell 
Museum.

History transported 
to the museum



DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

This year, as the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment celebrates its 100th 
anniversary, much of the 
credit for the creation of 
the park system can be be-
stowed on former Governor 
Pat M. Neff and Mother Neff 
State Park located in south-
eastern Coryell County.

The lady for which the 
park is named was Isabella 
Eleanor Neff, graciously re-
ferred to as “Mother Neff,” 
who has been granted the 
title of the “mother of the 
state park system.” It was 
often said that she obtained 
the term of endearment of 
being called “Mother Neff” 
from cattle drivers who 
would pass through the Neff 
property. IIsabella would 
always offer the travelers 
food and coffee. 

Born in Virginia, by the 
time she was 16, Isabella 
Shepherd was teaching 
school along with her father. 
Her young suitor, Noah Neff, 
had ventured off to Texas in 
search of land but soon re-
turned to Roanoke, Virginia 
to claim his sweetheart. He 
wed young Isabella in 1854 
when she was 24. Just 18 
days following their wed-
ding, the newlyweds began 
their 1,300-mile, 49-day trip 
to Texas by wagon. They 
traveled six days each week, 
stopping on Sundays to ob-
serve the Sabbath, honoring 
their deep Christian convic-
tions.

The young couple arrived 
in Belton on Jan. 2, 1855. 
After leaving her luxuriant 
lifestyle in Virginia, Isabella 
was not impressed with the 
frontier life and the new sur-
roundings she found herself 
in. In a letter to a relative, 
she wrote about her first im-

pressions of Texas: “I cannot 
say that I am much pleased 
with Texas, I hope to be bet-
ter pleased when we have 
become settled at a house 
of our own. I think this is a 
very pretty country, but like 
all new countries, has many 
inconveniences – everything 
is scarce and high, and noth-
ing but bread and meat to 
eat, and cornbread at that.”

Three months after their 
arrival in Belton, Noah and 
Isabella Neff found the 
property they had been 
searching for. The land 
stretched across the Coryell 
and McLennan County lines 
near the Leon River. The 
land was good for farming 
and ranching and even had a 
spring on it, which provided 
them with fresh water. They 
also purchased a portion of 
land that was heavily wood-
ed on the banks of the Leon 
River. That wooded parcel 
would help with collection 
of firewood and lumber for 
building, also provided a 
nice, shaded area where the 
family could relax.

On April 19, 1855, Noah 
Neff paid $800 for what 
would be later known as 
their beloved “homeplace.” 
Together, Noah and Isabel-
la constructed a small log 
cabin near the spring where 
they would raise nine chil-
dren including their young-
est, Pat Morris Neff — who 
would later become the gov-
ernor of Texas.

Young Pat Neff grew up 
in the nearby community 
known as Eagle Springs, 
where he attended school 
and worshipped in the small 
Baptist church. The Neff 
family became very active in 
the church and in the small 
community that was only a 
few short miles from their 

home.
In the wooded area along 

the banks of the Leon River, 
young Pat’s chore was to 
care for his father’s hogs. 
In this wooded area, while 
tending the hogs, he would 
stand on a tree stump and 
give “oratories” or speeches 
to the hogs, which he later 

credited for helping him 
gain patience and confi-
dence while speaking to the 
public.

It was in that grove of 
trees along the shady banks 
of the Leon where many 
members of the community 
would often gather for re-
unions, picnics, and politi-

cal events with the blessings 
of the Neff family. At that 
time the area was known as 
the “Neff Picnic Grounds” or 
Neff Campgrounds. 

Considering that particu-
lar area to be a vital part 
of the community, Isabella 
Neff decided to leave the six 
acres of her riverfront prop-
erty to the state of Texas so 
that people could continue 
to enjoy the site. That was 
the humble beginning of 
what is now known as Moth-
er Neff State Park. Following 
her death in the Governor’s 
Mansion in 1921, her body 
was returned to her beloved 
Coryell County where she 
was buried next to her hus-
band, Noah, at the Post Oak 
Cemetery near Oglesby. 

In her last will and tes-
tament, she gifted the six 
acres to the state to be used 
for “religious, educational, 
fraternal, and political pur-
poses.” She also insisted 
that there be no fee for the 
use of the property and that 
the community should make 
use of the land freely.  In ac-
cordance with his mother’s 
will, Governor Neff deeded 
the six acres to the state and 
then named it the “Mother 
Neff Memorial Park.” The 
only restriction in the deed 
was the understanding that 
the Neff family would al-
ways have the right to claim 
the pecan crops from the 
massive pecan trees along 
the Leon. Governor Neff 
would later add a sizeable 
amount of land to his moth-
er’s original donation creat-
ing a 259-acre park.

At the time of Mother 
Neff’s passing, there was not 
an official state park system 
in existence, but with the 
continued perseverance of 
Governor Neff, who served 

two terms as governor, the 
Legislature established the 
Texas State Parks Board in 
1923 – now celebrating 100 
years.

In an interview this year 
with Texas Trailblazers, 
Mother Neff State Park su-
perintendent Melissa Chad-
wick said, “Mother Neff is 
sometimes called the moth-
er of the Texas State Parks. 
Without Pat Neff, I don’t 
know if there would have 
been that push. He was very 
instrumental in getting the 
system starting and bring 
in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps to Texas.” From 1934 
to 1938, CCC Company 817 
built roads, walking trails, 
picnic areas, campgrounds, 
and an iconic stove view-
ing tower on the land. The 
CCC company has also been 
credited with building many 
of the structures that re-
main at the park today. Al-
though most of the historic 
structures in the park are 
closed to the public due to 
the frequent flooding of the 
Leon River, a new visitors 
center is now located on 
higher ground and the park 
receives hundreds of visi-
tors each year.

As the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife celebrates its 100th 
anniversary, Governor Neff 
can be thanked for his con-
tributions to promote leg-
islation for the creation of 
the system. The TPWD can 
also thank Neff’s mother, 
Isabella Eleanor Shepherd 
Neff, who had the foresight 
and the compassion for her 
neighbors to leave a place 
for them to meet and com-
mune with nature.
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Saturday, May 27
Evant Munipal Park

NON-SANCTIONED

Entry Fees:

$100–3 Meats (Brisket, Ribs, Chicken)

$10–Appetizer JACKPOT

$10–Beans JACKPOT

Turn In Times:

Appetizers–12 Noon

Beans–1PM • Chicken–2PM  

Ribs–3PM • Brisket–4PM 
*No electricity or water on site

$1500 ADDED MONEY

GRAND CHAMPION WINS $400

For Rules and Cooking or Judging Sign Up:

Kyle 254-865-3819 or Melinda 254-865-3335

24 Hour Red Dyed

Farm Diesel

Unleaded & Clear Diesel

8-5, M-F

254-675-8107

BULK DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

MyattFuels.net

202 N. Ave B • ON THE TRACKS

Clifton, TX

DISCOVER SECRETS OF ANCIENT EGYPT

AN EVENING WITH

DR. ZAHI HAWASS
THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS ARCHAEOLOGIST

Houston: June 22 at 6 PM
Dallas: June 24 at 6 PM
San Antonio: June 27 at 6 PM

THE TIME TO REVEAL THE SECRETS 
OF ANCIENT EGYPT HAS FINALLY COME!

EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEW 

GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES THAT 

WILL BE REVEALED FOR THE VERY 

FIRST TIME!

Register now at: ZahiLectures.com

Submitted Item

The May meeting of the 
Central Texas Travel Club 
will be held on Tuesday, 
May 16 at Johnny’s Steaks 
and Barbecue in Salado. The 
gathering will begin at 11 
a.m. with the meeting begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m.

The meeting is open to 
anyone who is interested in 
travel, without any dues or 
membership requirements.

For more information visit 
Central Texas Travel Club on 
Facebook or contact central-
texastravelclub@outlook.
com.

Staff Reports

Mother Neff State Park 
will celebrate its 100th 
year with crafts and 
s’mores on Saturday, May 
13. The celebration will 
take place from 8:30 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. Be sure to stop 
by the park headquarters 
to receive a free s’mores 
kit to enjoy.

If you are not able to 
make it to the park on 
the day of the celebration, 
host your own s’mores get 

together. Post a photo of 
your s’more’s celebration 
to Facebook or Instagram 
with the hashtag “100Smo-
reYears.”

Mother Neff State Park 
was the first official Texas 
State Park, the land was 

donated by Isabella Neff in 
1916.

Mother Neff State Park is 
located at 1921 State Park 
Road 14 in Moody.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Mr. Sam Houston, I want to 
tell you and your staff that I 
think your now once a week 
newspaper is great! The thick 
paper is full of so many news 
articles that are interesting 
and educational – like bee 
keeping – and teacher and 
student awareness. The new 
businesses that are here now 
are so helpful, also. Some of 
us don’t get out and around 
as much as we used to – so 
now we know about these 
new places and citizens that 
are making Gatesville a bet-
ter place to live.

I do enjoy the sports cover-
age. Also, of course, tennis is 
my favorite as you all know. 
The coverage of all sports 
is so important because all 
athletes work and train very 
hard and spend many hours 
training in their own time. 
All youngsters love to see 
their names, pictures, ac-
complishments and winning 
rewarded.

Thank you, Gatesville Mes-
senger staff, for our news-
paper.

Sandra Tatum

Flat, Texas

100 S’more Years Celebration with Mother 
Neff State Park scheduled for today

LETTER

Central Texas Travel Club to 
hold monthly meeting May 16

COURTESY OF DAVID SCOTT

 Mother Neff State  Park

Texas Parks and Wildlife celebrates 100th anniversary, 259-acre 
Mother Neff honored as first park



20 YEARS AGO (2003)

Joy Cole, the 12-year-
old daughter of Randy and 
Kathy Cole of Gatesville, had 
been chosen as a state final-
ist in the National American 
Miss Pre-Teen Pageant to be 
held in Dallas.

Former Gatesville City 
Councilwoman Lucile Plane 
was honored at her final 
meeting as a council mem-
ber. She had served since 
1996 and was awarded a 
plaque by Mayor Daren 
Moore.

Alma Bessie Clary of 
Gatesville was feted with a 
100th birthday celebration 
at the Gatesville Housing 
Authority. The party was 
hosted by her children, Dor-
othy Barrington, Billy Clary, 
and Bobbie Ferrell.

Raymond Inman, a se-
nior at Gatesville High, had 
composed a number, “Sum-
mer Serenade” that was to 
be performed at the Texas 
Music Teachers Association 
meeting in Arlington.

Matthew Vandagriff was 
named the recipient of the 
Perry Academic Award dur-
ing the Mississippi College 
Days Convocation. The 
award was given each year 
in the field of religion.
30 YEARS AGO (1993)

Becky Barnhill, a senior 
at Gatesville High School, 
emerged as state champion 
at the UIL 1993 state aca-
demic meet in Austin. She 
became only the second 
Gatesville High student to 
win a state literary champi-
onship.

Two members of the 
Gatesville City Council at-
tended their final meeting. 
Councilmen Cronje Swindall 
and Ken Poston did not seek 
re-election. Gatesville mayor 
Wyllis Ament presented 
both with certificates.

Mrs. Elsa Rabbe was hon-

ored on her 90th birthday 
with a celebration at the 
home of her daughter and 
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Mel-
vin Berry.

Gavin Massingill, a gradu-
ating senior at Gatesville 
High School, was honored 
with a party at Ryan’s Steak-
house in Waco. Special 
guests were his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Lynn Massingill.

Navy Airman Recruit 
Derek S. Amberson, son of 
James and Linda Greene of 
Gatesville, had graduated 
from the Aviation Structural 
Mechanic Hydraulics Main-
tenance Course.

40 YEARS AGO (1983)

Diana Lynn Smith gradu-
ated with honors from Tar-
leton State University. The 
1979 graduate of Gatesville 
High School was listed as 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Neuman of Coryell 
City.

President Bob Bates re-
ported that the Gatesville’s 
Lions Club cleared $591 
from its mop and broom 
sale conducted over the city. 

Brett Gilbreath, son of 
Wes Gilbreath of Gatesville, 
cleared 13-6 to tie for third 
in the Class 5A pole vault 
competition at the state UIL 

track and field meet held in 
Austin.

Brad Harris of Gatesville 
received the Time Insur-
ance Company’s President’s 
Award in recognition of 
“exceptional performance 
in life sales and customer 
service.”

Roger Miller, a soon to 
be senior, had been chosen 
president of the Gatesville 
High School’s student coun-
cil for the 1983-84 school 
year.
50 YEARS AGO (1973)

Phillip Lee Williamson, son 
of Rev. and Mrs. Lee Roy Wil-
liamson, had been notified 

that he had been accepted 
into Baylor University’s hon-
ors program.

Accepting awards at the 
Girl’s State Track and Field 
Meet in Austin were Carliss 
McNeeley, Carla Winters, 
Judy Kafer, and Debbie 
Dickerman.

Three Gatesville High 
School seniors, Bobby Jones, 
Billy Bartlett, and Mike Ma-
gee were honored with a 
wiener roast held at the Wil-
liams’ ranch.

A record-breaking 21 en-
tries in Coryell County’s pe-
can queen contest promised 
to make the competition 

interesting. The contest was 
sponsored by the Coryell 
County Pecan Growers As-
sociation.

Susan Perryman Jones, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. T. Perryman, received 
a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in social work at Sam 
Houston State University in 
Huntsville.
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RAYMOND

JONES
July 8, 1938 – April 28, 
2023

Raymond Jones, age 84, 
of Gatesville, passed away 
on Friday, April 28, 2023, 
in Gatesville.

Graveside services were 
held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
May 2, at Restland Cem-
etery.  

Raymond Leo Jones was 

born on July 8, 1938, in 
Gatesville, to the late Lynn 
D. and Inah Mae Ballard 
Jones. He graduated from 
Gatesville High School in 
1956. He then attended 
Abilene Christian Univer-
sity and Tarleton State Uni-
versity. He married Connie 
Everett on October 3, 1959, 
and they resided in Gates-
ville all their married lives.  

He worked for Nabisco 
for thirty years, retiring in 
1997 and was known as 
the “Cookie Man.” After 
his retirement, he worked 
for POCO Automotive and 
Mountain Water Supply. 
Raymond enjoyed garden-
ing and was known to grow 
the best tomatoes in Cory-
ell County. He also worked 
on lawn mowers and was 
always helping his friends. 
He was a member of Live 
Oak Baptist Church.

He was preceded in death 

by his parents and a neph-
ew, Torre Sexton.

Raymond is survived by 
his wife of 63 years, Con-
nie Jones; children, Rickey 
Jones and wife, MaxAnne, 
Mikel Jones and wife, Lori, 
Gary Don Jones and com-
panion, Joy Bogart, Sherri 
Young and husband, John; 
sister, Martha Sexton; five 
grandchildren, Matthew 
Jones and wife, Hailey, Tay-
lor Jones, Ethan Jones, Aus-
tin Jones, Cassidy Young; 
two great-grandchildren, 
Hudson Jones and Jett 
Jones; and numerous niec-
es and nephews which he 
loved dearly.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that me-
morials be made to The Big 
Sting, 3417 Imperial Dr., 
Gatesville, TX 76528.

Submitted Item 

Grace Assembly Christian 
Church invites the commu-
nity to dine at the King’s 
Table today, May 13. The 
meal will begin at 1 p.m. 

and will continue through 
3 p.m. There will be fellow-
ship, fun, song, and plenty 
of food.

The King’s cooks will have 
beef and chicken enchila-

das, tacos, Mexican rice, 
charro beans, and a variety 
of desserts prepared for the 
meal. Beverages will include 
tea and water. Appreciation 
bags will be given out for 

the King’s guests.
Grace Assembly Christian 

Church has a long, proud 
history of serving the peo-
ple of Gatesville. Through 
the dedication of leadership, 

staff members, and volun-
teers, and impact in worship 
are committed to the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ and are 
here to spread his message.

Grace Assembly Christian 

Church is located at 1408 
Waco Street in Gatesville. 
For further information on 
this event, call 254-865-
6949.

Staff Reports

The Pidcoke Methodist 
Church located at 11230 FM 
116 in Gatesville, will hold 

their annual Big Feed 2023 
on Saturday, May 13. The 
dinner will be free and will 
begin at 5:30 p.m.

There will be all you can 

eat catfish and brisket.
As of November 2022, 

Pidcoke Methodist Church 
became part of the new de-
nomination known as the 

Global Methodist Church. 
The Global Methodist 
Church is the fourth de-
nomination for Pidcoke 
since it was established in 

the late 1800’s as part of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
South.

The Pidcoke Methodist 
Church can be reached at 

254-677-6242.

Pidcoke Methodist Church to hold annual Big Feed 2023

Dine at the King’s Table with Grace Assembly Christian Church

Submitted Item 

The First Methodist Chan-
cel Choir along with talent-
ed community singers are 

set to present the musical 
“Ransomed and Redeemed” 
on Sunday, May 21 at 6 p.m. 
in the church sanctuary. Ad-

mission will be free. 
Written by Randall Knight, 

the performance will in-
clude solos by Robert Fowl-

er, Chelsea Johnson, Diana 
Fincher, Marsha Fowler, and 
Stephen Schmidt. Director is 
Charles Ament. Accompa-

nist is Rosemary Whittle. 

The First Methodist 
Church is located at 2600 E. 

Main Street in Gatesville.

First Methodist Church presents musical May 21

OBITUARIES

Submitted Item 

The annual Purmela 
homecoming will take place 
on Saturday, May 27 at 10 
a.m., held at the Purmela 

Baptist Church located at 
875 FM 932 in Purmela. 

A pot-luck lunch will be 
served at noon. Paper prod-
ucts and drinks will be pro-

vided. 
The Evergreen-Bundrant 

and Smith Cemetery Asso-
ciation meetings will follow.

Staff Reports 

The annual Shivaree color 
run is scheduled for Satur-
day, June 3, from 8 a.m. to 
10 a.m. The color run will 
begin and finish at the star 
in the upper left-hand cor-
ner to the side of Vintage 
Royalty Boutique, by the 
Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce. 

The course will be family 
friendly, consisting of 1.5 
miles to complete by either 
running or walking. 

Age groups and pricing 
will include four through 10 
years old at the cost of $15, 
11 through 17 years old at 
the cost of $20, and 18 and 
up will cost $25 per person. 
If registration is finished by 
Sunday, May 14, you will 

receive a color run T-shirt. 
Registration ends on Sun-
day, June 3 at noon. To sign 
up visit https://runsignup.
com/colortheshivaree on-
line. 

For more information the 
Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce can be contacted at 
254-865-2617.

Shivaree Color Run scheduled 
for June 3

Purmela 2023 Homecoming 
slated May 27

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 5/10/23).......

$2033.70
SILVER (XAG/USD 5/10/23)..........

$25.44

SALE EVERY SAT.  • CATTLE AT NOON

Saturday, May 6, 2023 
Jody & Robin Thomas • (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville 
(254) 865-9121

www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 250-315 
300-400 lb. 235-275 
400-500 lb. 210-265
500-600 lb. 210-255
600-700 lb. 185-220
700-800 lb. 175-205
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 210-265
300-400 lb. 210-265    
400-500 lb. 195-235
500-600 lb. 185-220
600-700 lb. 165-195
700-800 lb. 150-180

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 88-101
Low Yielding 70-85       
Fats 85-94
Thin & Shelly 45-65

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 100-128

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1650-2050
Young Fair 1350-1650
Aged Pairs Split

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 750-1775

Number of Head 634

Whatever happened to…
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bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For 
Appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

Staff Reports

Cen-Tex Crime Stoppers 
will hold its’ annual Donut 
Dash on Saturday, May 20. 
This will be a chip timed 
race; it will start and finish 
at the Gatesville City Pool lo-
cated at 300 S. 8th Street in 
Gatesville.

Cen-Tex Crime Stoppers 
is a local organization that 
encompasses the City of 
Gatesville, City of Clifton, 

Coryell County, and Bosque 
County. The organization 
pays cash rewards for in-
formation leading to arrests 
of suspects who commit 
crimes in the area. Callers 
can report tips 24 hours a 
day, and the identity will 
stay anonymous.

Runners will have the op-
tion to run a 5K or 10K race, 
both will offer unique chal-
lenges for runners of all 
ages. The top three finish-

ers in each age group will 
be awarded. The age groups 
will include 19 and up, 20-
29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-
69, and 70 and up. There 
will be a Kids K Fun Run this 
year and all participants will 
receive a ribbon.

Tickets can be purchased 
at runsignup.com/Race/TX/
Gatesville/CrimeStoppers-
DonutDash. Race day regis-
tration and packet pick-up 
will be on the morning of 

the race from 7 a.m. to 7:30 
a.m. at the race site. This 
will cost $40, with cash or 
check only. Packet pick-up 
will be available on Friday, 
May 19 at the Gatesville Fit-
ness Center as well.

Cen-Tex Crime Stoppers 
is actively seeking sponsor-
ships for the 2023 Donut 
Dash. The $100 sponsorship 
includes a name on the back 
of the race shirt, a name 
listed in the thank you ad, 

and name listed on the race 
banner. The $250 sponsor-
ship will include a logo on 
the back of the race shirt, 
a name on the mile marker 
sign, a logo in the thank you 
ad, and a logo on the race 
banner. The $500 sponsor-
ship will include a logo on 
the mile marker sign and the 
water station, a logo in the 
thank you ad, a logo on the 
race banner, and two race 
shirts. The $1,000 sponsor-

ship will include four race 
shirts, an announcement 
of a name during the race 
awards, and everything that 
is included with the other 
sponsorships will be includ-
ed with this one. Be sure to 
email the logo to pgilbert@
gatesvilletx.com by Monday, 
May 1.

All proceeds will benefit 
the Cen-Tex Crime Stoppers.

Cen-Tex Crime Stoppers presents annual Donut Dash

CITY OF GATESVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENT
May 3

12:07 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1000 
block of St. Louis Street.

2:53 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
1600 block of Saunders 
Street.

5:44 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 800 
block of E. Main Street.

8:10 p.m., reckless con-
duct was reported in the 
2900 block of E. Main Street.
May 4

12:27 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
2500 block of Jackson Drive.

3:06 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2200 block of Bridge Street.

3:50 p.m., reckless con-
duct was reported in the 100 
block of Old Pidcoke Road.

6:44 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1200 
block of W. Main Street.
May 5

2:37 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 

600 block of N. Lutterloh 
Avenue.

4:06 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of S. 
23rd Street.

8:34 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

9:47 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 900 block of 
E. Leon Street.
May 6

6:03 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
2800 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.

7:06 p.m., reckless con-
duct was reported in the 
500 block of Bridge Street.

7:31 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1200 
block of W. Main Street.

11:28 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 3100 block 
of S. State Hwy. 36.
May 7

3:23 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

6:29 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in 
the 1000 block of W. Leon 
Street.

7:30 p.m., a hazmat spill 
was reported in the 1200 
block of E. Main Street.

8:41 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
2400 block of E. Main Street.
May 8

6:18 a.m., criminal activ-
ity was reported in the 1800 
block of E. Main Street. 

12:14 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
1700 block of Waco Street.

3:40 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
1200 block of E. Main Street.

8:48 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 100 block of N. 
26th Street.
May 9

6:22 a.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 100 
block of Leisure Acres.

2:13 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 100 block of 
S. 34th Street.

6:46 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2400 block of Business Hwy. 
36.

7:56 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
100 block of N. 14th Street.

CORYELL COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
May 3

12:41 a.m., harassment 
was reported in the 600 
block of CR 133.

6:56 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in 
the 900 block of FM 932.

10:20 a.m., an explosion 
was reported in the 3400 
block of FM 1829.

8:21 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 
300 block of FM 107.
May 4

12:35 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 1300 
block of Duncan.

2:57 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 700 block of 
Old Osage Road.

6:55 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in 
the 1200 block of CR 213.

8:24 p.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 10000 
block of FM 9320.
May 5

9:58 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 

9700 block of FM 929.
4:51 p.m., an assault was 

reported at the Flat Fire De-
partment.

5:11 p.m., a minor acci-
dent was reported on FM 
1113 and Grimes Crossing.

8:05 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
500 block of Tom Sawyer.
May 6

9:27 a.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 100 
block of CR 268.

2:22 p.m., an animal bite 
was reported at Topsey Ex-
otic Ranch.

3:48 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 7700 block of 
FM 929.

10:41 p.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Old Pidcoke Road.
May 7

9:59 a.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 700 
block of Schelle Road.

10:51 a.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 
3500 block of CR 267.

8:04 p.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 100 
block of Coleton Drive.

9:01 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported at the 
corner of W. Hwy. 84 and CR 
176.
May 8

11:21 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 2800 block of S. Hwy. 
36.

12:36 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 100 
block of Vista Road.

2:13 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 14000 block 
of E. Hwy. 36.

2:24 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 200 block of E. 
Live Oak Street.
May 9

1:16 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
4000 block of FM 1783.

3:37 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported at Gates-
ville ISD.

5:31 p.m., a vehicle fire 
was reported on FM 116.

8:50 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 7800 
block of S. Hwy. 36.

The DISPATCH

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of May 3 – 9.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant 
activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s O  ffice at 
865-7201. The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of May 3 – 9.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more 
significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s 
O  ffice at 865-7201.

Robert Lee “Uncle Bob” 
Saunders was an early-day 
resident of Gatesville and the 
son of one of Gatesville’s ear-
ly business pioneers. Born in 
1880 in Gatesville, Uncle Bob 
had many memories and 
stories from his childhood 
which, later in life, he put 
in writing during the 1940s 
and 1950s for The Gatesville 
Messenger in a weekly col-
umn titled “Down Memory 
Lane.”

According to John Frank 
Post, editor of the Gatesville 
Messenger from 1946-1978, 
“Mr. Saunders composed his 
Down Memory Lane columns 
from his West Main Street 
home in the shadow of the 
county courthouse dome. 
Deadline time would find him 
hunched square-shouldered 
over his small desk pecking 
away at his typewriter.” Post 
continued, “disdaining the 
rules of grammar and po-
litical correctness, he wrote 

like he talked – straight 
and plain-speaking. He was 
spared any tedious research, 
as his gifted memory sup-
plied him with facts that he 
could weave into his own in-
imitable embroidery, using 
colorful anecdotes, local his-
tory, and happenings. Yes, 
Uncle Bob knew how to juice 
up a story.”

Post recalled that the 
“Down Memory Lane” col-
umn was a hit with the read-
ers of the newspaper from 
the beginning. Post said that 
Uncle Bob’s close friends felt 
he viewed his writing as a 
“gift to his generation and 
a legacy to generations to 
come.”

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The following is an ex-
cerpt of Uncle Bob’s Down 
Memory Lane column that 
appeared in the May 18, 
1951, edition of The Gates-

ville Messenger:
Haunted House Stigma
Leaving the public square 

on the south side of the 
courthouse, you will travel 
down West Leon Street to 
the Leon River, where you 
cross on the old county 
wagon bridge and hit the 
old Lampasas Road. Forking 
off to the south is the old 
Georgetown Road and up 
on a hill to the left used to 
be an old two-story house, 
which is the subject of this 
sketch.

Now remodeled and re-
built, this house is a palatial 
home of Col. Henry Sadler 
and his wife and daughter, 
Mrs. Thomas Richardson. It 
is indeed a privilege to visit 
these good folks in their 
lovely home. Looking at 
this old home in this good 
year of 1951, you certainly 
wouldn’t ever dream that it 
was at one time called the 
old Haunted House on the 

Hill. 
To be a haunted house 

there must be a tragedy 
connected with it, so let me 
tell you the story of that 
old rock house and you can 
judge for yourself whether 
there are any grounds for it 
having been called haunted. 

In 1887 John Graham pur-
chased ten acres of land on 
the extreme north end of 
107 acres. This land was a 
hill overlooking Gatesville to 
the east. Graham contracted 
with two of his Cowhouse 
neighbors who were stone 
cutters and contractors to 
build him a two-story rock 
home on that windswept 
hill, a home something 
like the big rock mansion 
of George F. Adams that 
graced West Gatesville along 
about that time.

The Cowhouse contrac-
tors quickly went to work. 
There was an abundance of 
good prairie rock in nearby 

pastures to be used. Sev-
eral of us boys who lived in 
the west end of Gatesville 
were mighty curious about 
the rock house being built, 
so we would often walk up 
there and inspect it. The 
Cowhouse fellers seemed 
like they knowed what they 
were doing.

It weren’t long until they 
had all the walls up and the 
roof on and the floors all 
laid and the windows in. It 
was beginning to look like a 
home when, all at once, the 
fellers quit work and it just 
stood there with the west 
wind blowing through it. 

It wasn’t long before 
I heard the reason they 
weren’t working any more 
was because Newt Black-
well, one of the contractors, 
had got in a squabble with 
a Cowhouse neighbor over a 
land line and had been killed 
in the ensuing fight. John W. 
Graham, the owner, failed to 

have the rock house com-
pleted and it stood vacant 
for several years.

It shore looked spooky 
and maybe was haunted. 
Some of the folks said that 
in the wee small hours of 
the night you could hear 
somebody hammering on 
stone. The Knowing Ones 
said it was the spirit of Newt 
Blackwell wanting to com-
plete the stone house.

That’s the way the old 
two-story rock house on the 
hill where the gentle zeph-
yrs blow got the name of the 
Haunted House. 

After leaving the place va-
cant and unfinished for sev-
eral years, the heirs of John 
W. Graham sold the land 
and uncompleted house to 
Ed Tillman, who was our 
first Cotton Belt Railway 
agent. He had the house 
completed and he and his 
family moved over there.

Remembering Uncle Bob



A8   The Gatesville Messenger SATURDAY, May 13, 2023

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

BY SANDRA TATUM
Contributing Writer

Dave told my daughter, 
Se’Vette Early, that the day 
he typed my story “The Buz-
zard” for the paper, he went 
home and there on a post sat 
a buzzard! He said the whole 
time he was typing he was 
thinking “what a disaster!” – 
then he was kinda spooked 
at his own home the same 
day!

Oh Dave, I’m sorry and I do 
hope my story didn’t spook 
too many others. Maybe I 
should have titled it ‘Beware 
of Buzzards’!

It is May now and they 
have mostly departed from 
my place, thank goodness! I 
don’t get around well at all 
because of my fall that end-
ed up with a bad knee and 
shoulder. I’m always telling 
everyone that when the buz-
zards fly around and over 
my house that I hope it isn’t 
because I get around so slow 
– they are just waiting for me 
to fall, etc. LOL

Manning’s services were 
May 9, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home. Burial was scheduled 
to follow at Pearl Cemetery. 

At the time of this writ-
ing, Decker’s services have 
not been set. However, we 
do know that the service 
will be held at Pearl Church 
of Christ. Please check and/
or like the Pearl Church of 
Christ Facebook page to find 
out more about Decker’s 
service. Join the community 
in keeping the families in 
your prayers. 

Upcoming dates of the 
Pearl Bluegrass event and 
the Pearl Cottage Bookstore 
days for the remainder of 
2023 are: June 3, July 1, Aug. 
5, (second Saturday in Sep-
tember) Sept. 9, Oct. 7, Nov. 

4, and Dec. 2.  Mark these 
dates on your calendar and 
come see us in Pearl. 

The Pearl Cottage Book-
store has a lot of new items. 
The store is open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on the above 
listed dates. Most items are 
“take what you want, pay 
what you want,” and all pro-
ceeds go to local charities. 
There are more than 6,000 
books in the store as well 
as various other items. You 
never know what you might 
find at the bookstore. Go 
see Kay, Linda, and Corlisa. 
You’ll come as curious cus-
tomers and leave as favored 
friends. This is Pearl Book 
Cottage’s 14th year. 

May 7 was Scholarship 
Sunday at Pearl Church 

of Christ. The church was 
blessed to be able to give out 
10 scholarships that day! 
You can view the pictures of 
the recipients on the Pearl 
Church of Christ Facebook 
page. The scholarships are 
funded via memorials, auc-
tions, and designated dona-
tions, and the church thanks 
everyone who has helped 
make these scholarships 
possible. 

Pearl Church of Christ Va-
cation Bible School is almost 
upon us — May 29 through 
June 2, 9 a.m. until noon. 
Please share this informa-
tion with all of your friends 
and family. Everyone is wel-
come. 

Don’t forget that Sunday, 
May 14, is Mother’s Day.

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from II Corinthians 
1:3,4 — Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of com-
passion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us 
in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God. 
(NIV)

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page and the Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore and Re-
sale Shop Facebook page. 
Please submit any Pearl 
news to betsyclark47@ya-
hoo.com.

Several eighth graders of 
Mound attended their end of 
the year eighth grade gala Fri-
day evening at the Civic Center 
in Gatesville.

Sophia Kelly of Gatesville 
spent the weekend in Mound 
with Allie McPherson.

I Spooked 
Dave Scott

BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

BY BARBARA HOPSON

Mound News Correspondent

MOUND NEWS

William Wayne Coalston will be missed in our community

M
ound lost one of its residents, Mr. Wil-

liam Wayne Coalston, who died on 

Thursday, May 4.  A celebration of 

life service was held on Wednesday at 

Scott’s Funeral Home.  Mr. Coalston will truly be 

missed in our community.

Doris Hoff of Gatesville vis-
ited Saturday in Mound with 
Martha Lawhorn.

The McPherson girls com-
peted at the District Eight 
educational presentation com-
petition in West and each one 
received a medal in their class/

division.
Allie placed second in Intermediate 

Horse, Anna placed third in Intermedi-
ate Health and Safety.

Kinsley placed third in Senior Horse 
and secured another state qualifica-
tion. Her family is excited to attend 
her first 4H State Roundup where 
she will be competing in Horse Quiz 
Bowl, Horse Judging, and either Hip-
pology or Educational Presentations.  
The McPherson family can’t wait to see 
what the future holds for Kinsley and 
her teammates in June.

Mr. Noah Truett Hopson, son of Paul 
and Rachel Hopson, won first place in 
the district with his fire prevention 
poster. His poster will compete at the 
state competition in June.

Thomas Belt, Grady Keeton, Lillie 
Mann and Anna McPherson partici-
pated in the Gatesville Junior High 
School National Junior Honor Society’s 
fourth annual Induction Ceremony of 
the Bobby Cole Chapter last Tuesday 
evening in Gatesville.  Several people 
of Mound attended this event.

Brodie Fisher and Hailey Meyers 
attended the Oglesby Junior/Senior 
Prom.  The king and queen of the prom 
was Aiden Gomez and Lacie Luckie.

The weekend guests of Frank and 
Susie Hopson were McKenzie David, 
Randy and Tracy Sage, Natalie Gonza-
lez, and Kelsey Sage.  Happy belated 
birthday to Natalie and Randy.

Ruby Pullen and her horse Stella 
qualified this weekend for the Mike 
and Sherry-lynn Johnson’s Vegas Tuff-
est Junior World Champion barrel 
race.  The race is held in Las Vegas in 
December.  She qualified in the 12U 
and the 19U.  Ruby Caroline Pullen is 
the niece of Barbara Hopson.

Elli, Jenson, and Molli Kinnear trav-
eled to Cedar Park with their parents, 
Devan and Staci Kinnear, and grand-
parents, Tony and Theresa Kinnear to 
watch Disney on Ice on April 27.

The Barnard family had their annual 
Reunion Sunday.  There were 80 in at-
tendance that represented 16 differ-
ent Barnard families.

Mrs. Bettie Blakley of Pearl spent 
Monday with Carolyn Blakley.

Emma Blakley and Callie Goins went 
to Clarendon on Friday to watch Jenna 
Coward’s graduation.

Robert Blakley spent Saturday af-
ternoon in Pearl with his mother, Mrs. 
Bettie Blakley. 

Luann taught choir to ju-
nior high and high school 
students in Marshall, then 
retired to travel the world.

“On our first trip, my hus-
band wanted to teach me 
how to travel light, so we 
traveled for weeks in Costa 
Rica with just a backpack. 
We traveled for about ten 
years to around 15 different 
countries, then I returned to 
Marshall High School and 
junior high coaching kids 
as they compete in singing 
competitions. We have a 
good thing going.”

Many of her students 
have been in the all-state 
choir. Luann is not a singer. 
She plays piano.

“I didn’t learn. We did not 
have a piano in my house 

growing up. I was at a fam-
ily friend’s house who was 
baby-sitting me while my 
mother went to do errands. 
The woman was in the 
kitchen, and I sat down at 
the piano and played Senti-
mental Journey.  She came 
in there and asked me if the 
radio was on. I said no and 
she asked me if I played 
that song on the piano. I 
said yes and she made me 
play it again. I’ve been play-
ing ever since. I was barely 
3 years old when that hap-
pened. I could play anything 
I could hear. And I still can.”

When I visited with Lu-
ann, she had just returned 
from a cruise that took her 
from Lisbon, Portugal to 
Barcelona, Spain.  

“My son had won this 
cruise. He had donated 
money to a charity through 
a raffle and he won this 
cruise. I was down visit-
ing him in Florida when he 
told me about this cruise he 
had won. He said, ‘I don’t 
know who I’m going to take 
with me.’ I said, ‘Well here I 
stand’.  He said, ‘Oh, Mom I 
didn’t even think of you. Of 
course, we can go.’ So off we 
went.”

They traveled on the up-
scale cruise line, Silver Sea.

“We had our own suite 
with our own butler, so it 
was quite something. I nev-
er dreamed I would get to 
experience something like 
that.”

She ended up entertaining 

passengers.
“My son and I were in 

one of the lounges having 
an after-dinner drink when 
a jazz guitarist and singer 
from Portugal came in to en-
tertain. They were going to 
be playing a song I knew so 
I asked if I could play with 
them. We ended up playing 
the whole evening. Some of 
the songs I had never heard 
before, but I was able to fol-
low along with them. They 
loved it. They said, ‘where 
have you been?’ It was re-
ally fun.”

Luann has a master’s de-
gree in piano and did learn 
to read music. She says 
playing by ear is a gift from 
God.  

Playing by ear

L
uann Neely of Marshall says music is her 

life. “You know, music does make you 

smarter. It really does make your brain 

work better. I still love doing it and will 

keep on doing it until I can’t.”

PEARL NEWS

Pearl loses two dearly loved people, Wanda Manning and Dick Decker

T
he community of Pearl lost two very 

dearly loved people this past week. Wan-

da Manning, a Pearl resident for more 

than 61 years, and Dick Decker, formerly 

of Pearl but still a huge part of the community, 

went home to be with their Lord and Savior on Sat-

urday, May 6. 

First Christian Church 
Marker Text:

The First Christian Church of Gatesville had its beginnings in the 1880s. Officially 

organized in 1892, the congregation built this structure and met here until it disbanded 

in 1972. The building continued in use as a house of worship for other groups for 

several years until it was deeded to the Coryell County Museum in 1990. The building 

exhibits well-crafted elements of the Greek Revival style in its arched windows and 

steeply pitched roof.

Marker placed 1992 – Texas Historic Landmark

Note: This structure, which was located on Leon Street next to the old Scott’s Funeral 

Home, was burned to the ground by an arsonist in September of 2011. The historical 

marker and medallion, which were once attached to the building, are now on exhibit at 

the Coryell Museum and Historical Center. DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 First Christian Church historical marker and memorabilia

SPOTLIGHT

CORYELL COUNTY HISTORICAL MARKER
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Troy Bilt Chipper FOR 
SALE! 12 HP, $700, near 
Turnersville. 254-776-2046 
or 254-749-5899 
00030045

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC:
Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation.
John Capella, 254-216-3684. 
Licensed & Insured. 
00029588

 

DAY WORK AND HORSE 
TRAINING: Penning, haul-
ing, doctoring, catching cattle, 
colt starting, tuning, and prob-
lem horses. 936-222-9721 
00030051

 

C&K SERVICESL: You 
Grow It, We Mow It, Free 
Estimates! Cooper Boyd: 
254-248-2052, Kasen Bank-
head: 254-223-9415. Mow-
ing, Weed Trimming, Gutter 
Cleaning, Power Washing, 
Haul-Off’s, etc. 00030093

 

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00030081

DOLLAR SALE Tues, 05/16-
Sat, 05/20! The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main. Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-
5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-
3p.m. 00030066

 

4-Family-Yard-sale: 606 
S. Lovers Lane-Saturday, 
May 13, 8a.m.-1p.m. Many 
vhs&dvd movies-priced to 
sell! Baby items, toys, elec-
tronics, teaching tools, house-
hold items, clothes, quilt sup-
plies &materials. 00030091

COUNTRY LIVING:2BR/
2BA/large front yard.1/3 acre 
lot.10 miles west of Gates-
ville, CR177. $1,175 per 
Month/$1,175 Security De-
posit/Subject to background/
credit checks. AVAILABLE 
NOW! Application required. 
214-683-3931. 
00030068

 

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

• Night shift nurses, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

• Laundry, M-F 2:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.; 

weekends 6:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m. 

• Night shift CNAs, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• Occupational Therapist – PRN

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

8-hour shifts for select positions

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

   with on the job training!
  

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   

Copperas Cove, and Hamilton

Infection Prevention:
•

Infection Control & Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT

• Pain Management CCMA – FT,   
Travel Required

• Referral Clerk - FT
• Care Coordination: Health Coach – FT

Waco Clinic:
• LVN 

Culinary: 

preferred
• Cook Assistant – FT, Competitive   

EMS:

*$8,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• EMT - FT

Emergency Department:

• RN – FT Nights 
*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

• RN – PRN all shifts

Health Information Management:

LAB:
• MLT – PRN
• MLT – FT Night Shift, Shift Diff for   

Nights and Weekends

Material Management:  
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 

Med Surg:

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH MRT & 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• Radiology Scheduling Clerk – FT

Dialysis Center:  

• RN Charge Nurse – FT Mon, Wed & 

• Patient Care Technician I & II – FT
• Home Dialysis RN

Surgery: 
• Operating Room Technician - FT

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 
area. Commercial and Resi-
dential, Free Estimates!
254-466-5128 00030079

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00030080

HUNT FENCING:
Farm & Ranch Fence, Resi-
dential, Corrals, Automatic 
Solar Gates, Custom En-
tryways & Gates, Welding 
Projects. John Hunt, Own-
er,  (254)248-2613 
00030082

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00030084

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN: Tile, sheet-
rock, painting, decks, 
fences, flooring, windows, 
siding, roofing, texturing. 
Cecil Woodson,
254-216-3835.
00030085

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service, small or 
large acreage. Call 254-
223-3119. 
00030088

019

Lawn & Garden

025

Furniture

2-Year Old Couch; Like 
NEW!
$500, Negotiable 361-331-
1692 
00030109

032

Miscellaneous

032

Miscellaneous

FOR SALE: Remington Model: (770) 30:06 with scope
Several boxes of ammo, $650 cash. Call: 307-690-5145.
Belton 00030108

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

045

Services

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

045

Services

045

Services

045

Services

060

Garage Sale

070

Land & Lots

074

Houses for Rent

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.
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Notice of Public Sale

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas Property Code, Ideal 
Self Storage  1611 E. Main 
St., Gatesville, Texas 76528 
will have an online auction. 
The property is being sold 
to satisfy the landlord’s lien. 
The sale will be at www.stor-
ageauctions.com beginning 
05/08/2023 @11am ending 
05/17/2023 @11am. Seller 
reserves the right to withdraw 
any property from the sale 
upon payment in full. Units to 
be sold are: Paul Griffin, Eli-
zie Braddy, Maccayla Gribble, 
Kelli Jennings, Christopher 
Allen, Ashley Kingley, Cheryl 
Waller, and Mackenzie White.  
Inventory: furniture, clothing, 
electronics, household items, 
misc boxes/totes. 00030057
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BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

2/1 brick home, 560 W. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX. Recently painted, updated shower, 
garage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
good tree cover, good views. $129,500

10.01 acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

10.01 acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

10.01 acres, Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Lot No. 53. Langford 
Branch, Nice home site, scattered tree cover, native pasture. $225,000

11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County. Good tree cover, nice home site, the 
property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500

11 +/- acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. 1 water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fences. $549,000

11.64 acres 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County. Nice porch, large 
master bedroom/bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy 281 frontage. $850,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County. Lot No. 21, Mulberry Creek, 
rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, PR 42107, Hamilton County. Lot 43 Phase 6 Rio Escon-
dido, rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.

25.06 acres, Pottsville, TX, Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision Lot 31, 
rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, great views. $275,000

33.43 acres near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage. Rolling 
terrain, good views. $295,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. Scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well. $387,000

38 +/- acres, south of Pearl, TX, Coryell County. FM 183 frontage, rolling terrain 
and scattered tree cover, nice views and would make a great home site, centrally 
located about 20 minutes from Evant & Gatesville and about 45 minutes from Cop-
peras Cove-Killeen, Waco & Temple. $372,400

47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 3 
sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

50.24 acres, 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419, Evant, TX. Rolling terrain, 40% being 
good tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000

52.73 Acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. 1 water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain,2 tanks, good fences. $875,000

55.88 Acres, south of Evant, 2000 CR 3900, Lampasas County, cabin with bath-
room, water well, electricity, rolling terrain with good tree cover, small seasonal 
branch. $488,950.

60.23 acres, CR 238 near Turnersville, TX. 1 stock tank, good fences, scattered 
tree cover, rolling terrain. $421,610

 68.9 acres, 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, Tx. Approx. 2900 ft of 

x 24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank, approx. 48 acres 
of coastal. $1,275,000

tree cover, native grasses, 1 stock tank, fenced on 3 sides with approx. 1910 ft that 
needs to be fenced on the south side of the property. $560,524

88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, electricity, 1 tank, 
seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch, barn, rain harvest system. $743,775.

179.562 acres, 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX. FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of Laura Jean Bunger, 
Deceased, were issued on April 17, 2023, in Cause No. 23-10826, pending in the County Court 
at Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: Darrell Bunger.
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: Darrell Bunger, 104 Mesa Dr., Gatesville, Texas 76528
DATED the 4 day of May, 2023.
Kirby Crow Stermer, Attorney for Darrell Bunger, State Bar No.: 24094606
619 E. Main St., Gatesville, Texas 76528
Telephone: (254) 865-6003; Facsimile: (254) 323-0070; E-mail: kirby.stermer@gmail.com 
00030106
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JENNIFER NEWTON
CLERK OF THE COUNTY COURT
P.O. BOX 237
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 76528

ATTORNEY OR PERSON FILING CAUSE
CHET SOUTHWORTH
2109 SOUTH CLEAR CREEK ROAD
KILLEEN, TEXAS 76549

TO: DECEDENT’S UNKNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 
JEFFREY SCOTT OWEN, DECEASED. CAUSE NO 23-
10843, COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF CORYELL COUN-
TY, TEXAS. PAMELA SINDELAR FILED IN THE COUN-
TY COURT AT LAW OF CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS 
ON THE 4TH DAY OF MAY 2023, APPLICATION TO 
DETERMINE HEIRSHIP SAID JEFFREY SCOTT OWEN, 
DECEASED.

SAID APPLICATION SHALL BE HEARD AND ACTED 
ON BY SAID COURT ON OR AFTER THE FIRST MON-
DAY NEXT AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF TEN DAYS 
FROM DATE OF POSTING THIS CITATION, THE SAME 
BEING THE 15TH DAY OF MAY 2023, AT THE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE IN GATESVILLE, TEXAS.

ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN SAID ESTATE ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COUNTY 
COURT AT LAW OF CORYELL COUNTY AT THE SAME 
ABOVE MENTIONED TIME AND PLACE BY FILING 
A WRITTEN ANSWER CONTESTING SUCH APPLICA-
TION SHOULD THEY DESIRE TO DO SO.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF CORYELL COUNTY IN 
GATESVILLE, TEXAS THE 5th day of May, 2023.

JENNIFER NEWTON
CORYELL COUNTY CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS
BY: M. WALLACE
00030111

  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters of Adminis-
tration for the Estate of Elaine 
Wilkey, Deceased, were is-
sued on May 8, 2023 in Cause 
No. 22-10763, pending in the 
County Court-at-Law of Co-
ryell County, Texas, to: Mar-
cia Thomas.
All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr., Attor-
ney at Law
109 S. 7th Street, Gatesville, 
Texas 76528
DATED the 9th day of May, 
2023. Allen D. Place, Jr., At-
torney for Marcia Thomas
State Bar No.: 16058500
109 S. 7th Street, Gatesville, 
Texas 76528
Telephone: (254) 865-8475
Facsimile: (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.
com 
00030110 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of George Elvie Cryer, Deceased, were issued on 
4-19-23, in Cause No. 23-10815, pending in the County Court-
at-Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: George Edward Cryer.
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: George Edward Cryer
Guardianship of George Elvie Cryer
1865 CR 140
Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 3 day of May, 2023.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for George Edward Cryer
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail: doriraymistic@hotmail.com
00030105

 

Notice of Public Sale

Pursuant to Chapter 59 of 
the Texas Property Code, 
Ideal Self Storage 425 Texas 
36, Gatesville, Texas 76528 
will have an online auction. 
The property is being sold 
to satisfy the landlord’s lien. 
The sale will be at www.
storageauctions.com begin-
ning 05/24/2023 @11am and 
ending 05/31/2023 @11am. 
Seller reserves the right to 
withdraw any property from 
the sale upon payment in full. 
Units to be sold are:  Shane 
Mathenson, Ricky McDaniel, 
Randall Stovall and Cathy 
White.
Inventory: furniture, clothing, 
electronics, household items, 
misc boxes/totes. 
00030097
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Plug Into the 

Power

of

Newspaper

Advertising

Want to give your business a 

powerful boost? Place your 

advertising where it will be 

seen and used.

49% of adults read a 

newspaper on an average day.

On Sundays, that average tops 

50% with 115 million readers.

77% of readers acted on a 

newspaper ad in the last month.
* Statistics published by the Newspaper Association of America from independent researchers. 

We offer Bonus Online Advertising as a complement 

to your print presence!

The Gatesville Messenger

Get hooked up with a great rate on 

compelling print and online advertising when 

you contact us today.

254-865-5212

www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Did you know 70 

million people visited a 

newspaper website in 

the last 30 days?

You never
know what
you might

find...

CARS -- TRUCKS
BOATS -- PETS

FURNITURE
JOBS -- TOOLS

HOUSES -- PETS
RV’s -- PLUMBERS

CARPENTERS
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES

3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial
midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell

254.865.9137 Fax
chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

SELMAN RANCH
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Ranch Roads  |  Lakes  |  Ponds
Wildlife Sensitive Clearing

Bentonite Liners  |  Bentonite Cutoff Walls

254-386-7727
Brad Selman     www.selmanranchconstruction.com

201 Cedar Lane201 Cedar Lane

Gatesville, TX 76528Gatesville, TX 76528

CTLS1939@gmail.comCTLS1939@gmail.com

Central Texas LandscapeCentral Texas Landscape
& Services LLC& Services LLC

NeNew Installations, Remodel, Brushw Installations, Remodel, Brush
Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,

Trash HTrash Haul Off and Tree Workaul Off and Tree Work

John CapellaJohn Capella

(254) 216-3684(254) 216-3684

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 

your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002

COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales

Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@

gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

COURTESY PHOTO

Keep Gatesville Beautiful chose the home of Rhona and Mickey Carrigan, at 3403 Greenlawn Dr. in Stoneridge, as their May Yard of the 
Month. This yard’s colorful display of plants, flowers and yard art caught their eye. Rhona and Mickey do their own yard work and tend 
to their own flower beds. Their landscape includes a Bradford Pear Tree, a Mexican White Oak, and Arizona Ash Trees, Nandina and Texas 
Sage bushes and an assortment of flowers including Nock Out Roses, Hardy Hibiscus, Geranium, Petunias, Begonia, Gerbera Daisy, and 
Marigold. They are also very proud of their backyard and porch, which is also very attractive. Thank you Carrigans for helping to keep 
Gatesville beautiful!

MAY YARD OF THE MONTH

The Bell County Master Gardeners Association recently an-
nounced its events schedule for the month of May. For those 
interested in gardening, the events held during the month 
are:

MAY 18
Please plan to attend the Bell County Master Gardener As-

sociation Free Monthly Seminar “Landscaping with Native 
Plants” on Thursday, May 18 at 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center (on 
the North end of the parking lot), 1605 N. Main St., Belton.   
Certified Master Gardener Christy Reese will explain how us-
ing drought-tolerant native plants will add beauty to your 
landscape in addition to conserving water. She will provide 
recommendations of native plants for your yard that have 
proven to be adaptive to conditions in Bell County. Christy 
will address how plant selection is critical to a successful 
landscape.  

Class limit is 50.  Please register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.
com.

Donations will be accepted to support continuing educa-
tion opportunities in Bell County.  

MAY 23
The Bell County Master Gardener Association and Harker 

Heights Activities Center will present a special event semi-
nar, “Texas Superstar Perennials,” Tuesday, May 23, at 6 p.m. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, 
Harker Heights.  Certified Master Gardener Sylvia Maedgen, 
will discuss deer-resistant plants, as well as pollinators and 
other perennial Texas Superstars that you can use in your 
landscape.    

Registration for the seminar opens on May 8. 
Class limit is 50.  Please register at http://bit.ly/3XL5RdD
Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov  

or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master 
Gardeners release May 
events schedule



PART II: A VICTORIAN LOVE STORY COMES ALIVE
The relationship between Elizabeth Barrett and Robert 

Browning began with his admiring her two volumes of Po-
ems, published in 1844. His first letter to her was dated 
January 10, 1845, and opened with the line, “I love your 
verses with all my heart, dear Miss Barrett…” Later in the 
letter, he repeated those lines and added “…and I love you, 
too.” Thus began their courtship, whose daily progress was 
recorded in their letters – all 574 of them – preserved and 
available in book format or by a digital collaboration proj-
ect between Baylor University, Wellesley College (where the 
actual original letters are located), The University of Texas 
at Austin, and others. They corresponded for about five 
months, and Browning finally asked a mutual friend, John 
Kenyon, to arrange a meeting between the two. The date 
was set for May 20, 1845, in her room at the house on 50 
Wimpole Street in London. Browning knew where the house 
was located; he had walked down that street past the house 
many times, hoping just to get a glimpse of her outside or 
even in a window.

     Elizabeth was a writer better known at that time than 
Robert. However, her health was at a low. She had almost 
become a recluse, seeing only a couple of her sisters in her 
room on occasion. Her willingness to participate in con-
versation about social or aesthetic issues which had been 
strong in youthful days had diminished, as had her overall 
health. She did not leave her room. She knew of Browning, 
had a high regard for his writing, and even had a picture of 
him (along with those of other writers) in her room. She was 
a little surprised at the remark in the first letter (“and I love 
you, too.”) However, five months of correspondence eased 
any apprehensions, and they shared so much in common. 
Her father, of course, had no liking for Robert Browning and 
thought he was up to no good.

     So, Elizabeth had her maid, Elizabeth Wilcox, curl her 
hair and help her prepare to meet Mr. Browning. He assured 
her that he just wanted to meet her and have a friendship. 
They found many things in common: their intelligence, their 
love of reading and poetry, love of Italy, love of the Greek 
language and history, and a passion for reading and learn-
ing. (Browning’s father had a library of over 7,000 volumes). 
They found they could talk to one another very easily and 
about any topic.

     Eventually, Robert began to talk with Elizabeth about 
her health. Didn’t she want to get out of her room, go out-
side, ride in a carriage, laugh, and get stronger? Her re-
sponse was, “Why should I do that?” To which he replied, 
“Don’t you know by now?” (meaning he was now interested 
in building a relationship). And…Elizabeth became hopeful!  
However, the next day when he came by, she had been cry-
ing because she didn’t think they could ever have a relation-
ship. Why? She was older than him (Six years older); she was 
an invalid and that would hold him back from doing things 
he wanted to do; she had doubts about love (had been hurt 
once before when one she cared for had no feelings for her, 
and what about her father’s “love” when he squelched the 
idea of moving elsewhere to save her life and told her she 
would probably die a recluse and an invalid in her room in 
London?); and her father would say “no.”  Robert asked her 
what she wanted to do. Would she stay there the rest of her 
life because her father said “no”? Wouldn’t she prefer to 
travel, to move to Italy, to enjoy life? She began to see good 
things and to believe their love would last. But she was still 
a bit “conflicted.” Yet, she said, “If I’m not sick and we have 
good weather, then I will do as you say.” 

     Secretly, she asked for a sign. Well, the weather that 

winter was unusually mild. In the spring, Rob-
ert brought her flowers -- purple violets (her 
favorite). With Robert’s help, her health im-
proved. She learned to stand up on her own, 
then to take a few steps on her own, to walk out 
of her room, and even to walk down the stairs 
on her own, and to sit in the living room for 
the first time in years. She even went outside 
and walked with Robert, laughed, and enjoyed 
nature. 

     On September 12, 1846, Robert and Eliza-
beth eloped, taking her maid along as a wit-
ness. Robert declared he would never call her 
“Miss Barrett” again, but she told him that he 
would have to do so for another week because 
she would return home. Her family would be 
away from home the following week, and that 
was when the couple left. They took with them 
the maid, Elizabeth Wilcox, the spaniel, Flush 
(even though he had bitten Robert more than 
once out of jealousy), and the 574 love letters 
exchanged during their courtship. They hon-
eymooned in Paris, then moved to Italy, where 
they made their home. Elizabeth’s father did 
disinherit her (as he said he would do to any 
of his children who married). He died in 1857, but he never 
saw or spoke to her again, not even after his grandson was 
born. Elizabeth expected her father to cut her off, but she 
did not anticipate the rejection by some of her siblings. 
However, they came back around after a while.

     Between 1845 and 1846, Elizabeth wrote a series of 
44 love sonnets, which were written for Robert during their 
courtship. The content and tone of the sonnets changed as 
their relationship grew, expressing initial doubts and fears 
about beginning a relationship, then showing overcoming of 
anxieties, and gradually becoming more accepting and pas-
sionate. She had kept these to herself and never intended to 
publish them because of their deeply personal nature, and 
her husband did not even know they existed. After shar-
ing them with Robert, he insisted that they needed to be 
published because he felt that they were “the best sequence 
of English sonnets written since Shakespeare’s day.” He 
tried to disguise the title in order to protect their privacy 
by making people believe they were translations from for-
eign sonnets. Originally called Sonnets from the Bosnian, 
the title was changed to Sonnets from the Portuguese at her 
husband’s suggestion, perhaps because his nickname for 
Elizabeth was “my little Portuguese.” The Portuguese could 
also refer to Catarina from a poem by Camoens, considered 
Portugal’s greatest poet. Regardless of the origin of the 
name, most people were not fooled by who wrote them and 
in what context. The sonnets are some of the most famous 
love poems of the Victorian Age, or any other. They are 
probably Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s best-known works, 
especially “Sonnet 43” which begins, “How do I love thee, let 
me count the ways…”

     Life for the Brownings was wonderful in Italy. Both 
poets continued to write, and they often critiqued and en-
couraged one another with comments and suggestions. 
Elizabeth grew stronger and at age 43, even after three mis-
carriages, at age 43, they had a son, born in Florence in 1849 
at their Casa Guidi. He was named Robert Wiedeman Bar-
rett Browning. Wiedeman was his paternal grandmother’s 
maiden name, but the child’s pronunciation of the name 
came out as “Penini,” so “Pen” became his name. That her 

pregnancy with Pen was successful was attributed to the 
fact that Elizabeth discontinued the use of laudanum, which 
had been prescribed for her illness. She described him as 
“so fat and rosy and strong that almost I am skeptical of his 
being my child.” 

     By the late 1850s, Elizabeth’s health was beginning 
to deteriorate again. In 1857, she published Aurora Leigh: 
A Novel in Verse, her most ambitious undertaking. It was 
highly popular, but it also drew criticism for its sympathetic 
treatment of an independent woman, an artist, and an un-
married mother. She had taken an interest in the cause of 
Italian unity. She had published Casa Guidi Windows, a work 
about Italy, including political reflections, and in 1860 she 
published a book called Poems before Congress, a collection 
of political poems, which was not well-received. The death 
of her father in 1857 and the death of her sister, Henrietta, 
in 1860 grieved her much. The Brownings spent the cold 
winter of 1860-61 in Rome, where Elizabeth became gradu-
ally weaker and used more morphine to ease her pain. They 
returned to Florence in June 1861. On June 29, her sleep 
was very restless, and Robert sat on her side of the bed in 
the early morning hours, holding her in his arms. She woke 
briefly and he asked her how she was feeling. Her answer, 
her last word, was simply, “Beautiful.” Unknown at the time, 
she had an abscess on her lung that had ruptured, and that 
was the cause of death. She was buried in the Protestant 
English Cemetery of Florence. 

     The issue of dress for Pen was one of the few points of 
contention between the Brownings, so one of the first things 
Robert did was to have Pen’s long golden curls cut and have 
him dressed in proper boy’s clothing. He published a book 
of Elizabeth’s last Poems that were left and made an effort 
to gather up belongings in Casa Guidi. He did not sell the 
place, but he no longer felt like he could live there without 
Elizabeth. So, he and 12-year-old Pen moved back to Lon-
don. He continued to write, never remarried, and died on 
December 12, 1889. Robert Browning was buried at West-
minster Abbey, in London.
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STARTING PAY FOR NIGHT SHIFT ONLY:

LVN $32/hr.

  RN $37/hr.

NOW HIRING

CHARGE NURSE

MEDICAL LODGE

FULL-TIME • 6 PM-6 AM

300 S. HWY. 36 BYPASS, GATESVILLE, TX 76528

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 254-865-7575. 

 APPLY NOW:
 WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

BENEFITS AVAILABLE:

• Medical, Dental, Vision Insurance

• AD&D, Short-Term Disability, Long-Term Disability

• Employer-Matched 401K Retirement Plan

• Holiday Pay 

• Vacation Pay

COURTESY PHOTO

M.J. Woffordspeaks of Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s love story

M. J. Wofford Presents: “The Love Story of 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning”
MARSHA LEE
Contributing Writer

(Part 2 of a 2-part series)  M. J. Wofford grew up in Graham, Texas, earned her BA at Baylor University and her 
MA at the University of Texas, specializing in secondary education with majors in English and history. The Eng-
lish Department at Baylor was formerly located in the basement of the beautiful Armstrong Browning Library, 
which houses the largest collection of Robert and Elizabeth Barrett Browning manuscripts and memorabilia 
in the world. Majoring in English, along with taking “The Browning Course” under Dr. Jack Herring, no doubt 
placed M. J. Wofford in that building many times, leaving a profound influence and attraction to the love story 
of these two Victorian poets. She recently shared their story with members of Coryell Retired School Personnel. 
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O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Give us a call for all 

your plumbing needs!RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

Hornets win bi-district championship

CHRIS ALLMAN | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville Hornets baseball team and coaching staff pause for a photo with the bi-district championship trophy on May 6.

Gatesville earns first post season baseball win since 2010
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

It doesn’t take a baseball savant 
to look and see that the future is 
bright for Gatesville baseball. 

But the present is pretty darn 
good as well. 

Thanks to two of their most 
complete games of the season, the 
Hornets disposed of 24-4A cham-
pion Marble Falls two games to 
one in the bi-district playoff round 
to capture their first playoff series 
win since 2010. 

The Hornets won game one 9-3 
in Gatesville before traveling to 
Marble Falls for game two where 
they lost 6-1. They fell behind ear-
ly in game three but rallied for an 
8-3 series-clinching victory. 

It’s just the fifth playoff series 
win in school history and head 
coach Chase Smith – a player on 
the 2005 and 2006 teams – has 
been a part of three of them. 

“It is the reason I got into coach-
ing and teaching. I wanted to help 
this program grow and give these 
kids a chance to make memories 
like I still cherish from my play-
ing days here at Gatesville,” Smith 
said. “This town and this program 
mean so much to me. To see these 
guys’ confidence grow and to have 
the fan support like we have had 

all year makes me so proud to be 
an alumni and still a part of this 
town.”

The Hornets’ growing confidence 
has been in display over the last 
month of play. Since dropping to 
0-4 in district and 9-13 overall af-
ter a loss to China Spring, the Hor-
nets have won seven of their last 
nine games. Smith said a day-by-
day approach and a commitment 
to baseball basics has contributed 
to the growing momentum. 

“I feel like we have just had 
great ‘next day’ practices and have 
continued to work hard on get-
ting better all year and the past 
few weeks I have seen us both in 
practice and games play some of 
the best defense I have ever seen 
Gatesville play,” he said. “I really 
feel like that’s one of the biggest 
difference makers for us this year 
is how bought into defense and 
situational baseball the guys have 
been and it’s led to us having more 
success.”

Continued success is undoubt-
edly on the horizon for Gatesville 
baseball and future teams will be 
able to look back at Saturday’s 
game three win as a pivot point in 
program history. 

In the 6-1 game two loss the 
Hornets had no hits, managed just 

three baserunners, and were fac-
ing elimination on their suddenly 
resurgent opponent’s home field. 
The prospects of a series-loss 
loomed even larger when the Mus-
tangs jumped out to a 2-0 lead in 
the bottom of the first. 

“There was no panic that I could 
see in any of them. I told them I 
wanted them to relax and make 
sure they had more fun than those 
guys. Play loose but be prepared 
every pitch and they were,” Smith 
said.

In the second inning, the Hor-
nets came back with two runs of 
their own. Ben Mabry delivered a 
one-out single that was followed 
by three straight walks – the last of 
which scored Mabry to make it 2-1. 
Banner Allman then followed with 
a sac fly to tie the game at 2-2.

Marble Falls jumped back in 
front 3-2 in the bottom of the sec-
ond but would not score again.

In the top of the third Carter 
Williams reached on an error then 
advanced to third on a single from 
Mabry and scored on a passed ball 
to make it 3-3. Mabry would later 
score on a balk to give Gatesville a 
4-3 lead they wouldn’t relinquish. 

In the fourth, Gatesville added 
two more runs when Bralen Veazey 
scored Allman and John Ibarra 

with a one-out double to make it 
6-3. Veazey would strike again in 
the top of the sixth inning with 
another double to score Ibarra and 
push the lead to 7-3. 

Later in the inning, Mabry drove 
in his second run of the game to 
push the lead to 8-3. 

“It just felt different like the con-
fidence was finally getting there. I 
think they realize they belong in 
that setting and just how good 
they can be,” Smith said. 

Game three amounted to a bull-
pen game for the Hornets as they 
handed the ball to senior Aydan 
Necessary as their “opener”. Nec-
essary allowed just two earned 
runs in 1.1 innings of work before 
handing the ball to Ibarra. 

In addition to going 2 for 2 in 
game three and 4-8 in the series, 
Ibarra shut down the vaunted 
Mustangs offense – which came 
into the game averaging just over 
10 runs per game – throwing 4.2 
innings of relief. The sophomore 
used a mix of pitches to frustrate 
the Mustangs. He allowed just 
three hits and struck out two in his 
time on the mound. 

“John has kinda been flying un-
der the radar I feel like since dis-
trict started. He is one of those 
guys that seems to get a hit every 
game and is just solid offensive-
ly and defensively,” Smith said. 
“Then to come in when we needed 

him the most after not pitching a 
lot this season is just a testament 
to what kind of competitor that 
kid is.”

Ibarra’s stellar effort also meant 
that the Hornets had the option to 
use Veazey – arguably one of the 
state’s best and their undisputed 
ace – to close the door on the se-
ries. 

Veazey threw just 82 pitches in 
six innings of work in his game 
one victory which meant he could 
be used in relief if needed. UIL 
rules allow a pitcher to throw 110 
innings in a series before they 
are required to rest for four days 
meaning Smith had Veazey avail-
able for 28 pitches in either game 
two or game three if needed. 

In the seventh inning of game 
three, Veazey needed just 20 
pitches to get the final three outs 
and send the Hornets to the area 
playoffs. 

“Bralen is a special talent that 
Gatesville hasn’t seen the likes of 
for a while and maybe not ever. 
You feel like you are going to be 
in and have a chance to win every 
game he is on the mound for you. 
He hit two balls really hard that 
third game and was a huge reason 
we won that series. I am proud of 
him because he works so hard at it 
and deserves every bit of 

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Bralen Veazey was dominant on the mound for Gatesville in game one, striking out eight Marble Falls batters. He also closed 
out game three of the playoff series for the Hornets to help Gatesville advance to the area championship .

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Lawson Mooney waits for the pitch during warmups before the opening game of 
the Hornets’ baseball playoff series against Marble Falls.
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recognition he gets,” Smith said. 
Veazey was dominant in game 

one scattering six hits and striking 
out eight. He was also helped by a 
four-run first inning from the Hor-
nets offense. 

“We had a pretty good scout-
ing report on those guys and we 
wanted to score early and get a 
lead. We knew we had Veazey on 
the mound so if we could scratch 
a couple early we could hopefully 
hold onto and build the momen-
tum. We had great at bats and 
were able to be really productive 
at the plate,” Smith said. 

The tone for the series may have 
been set in the first inning of game 
one when Lawson Mooney was hit 
by a pitch to open the game the pro-
ceeded to do what Lawson Mooney 
does - create havoc on the base 
paths. The junior catcher stole sec-
ond base, advanced to third on an 
error, then scored after baiting the 
first baseman into a rushed throw. 
In the series, Mooney walked three 
times, scored three runs and stole 
three bases giving him 26 steals 
on the season – a new program 
record. Smith has taken to saying 
that every Mooney single is essen-
tially a double. 

Marble Falls mounted their only 
real threat in the top of the fifth 
when they scored twice to cut the 
lead to 7-3 but the Hornets re-
sponded in the bottom of the in-
ning when Mooney reached and 
scored on a double from Allman. 

In the game one win, seven dif-
ferent Hornets had hits including 
doubles from Allman, Ibarra, and 
Kason Herbelin. Herbelin had a 
fantastic series picking up three 
hits and a pair of walks from the 
No. 9 spot in the lineup – further 
evidence of what Smith called a to-
tal team effort. 

For the first of many times on 
the weekend, the weather came 
into play in the bottom of the sixth 
inning of game one. A lightning de-
lay forced the game to be finished 
on Friday as Allman got the final 
three outs of game one about 19 
hours after it started. 

The wheels on the bus were go-
ing round and round for both 
teams all weekend. In total, Marble 

Falls made two trips to Gatesville 
to complete game one while the 
Hornets traveled to Marble Falls a 
first time on Friday night only to 
be delayed. They drove home that 
night and returned to Marble Falls 
for games two and three on Satur-
day. 

The game two loss – while lack-
ing in offense – did feature two 
quality pitching efforts from Hor-

net underclassmen. Freshman 
Gehrig Keeton got the start, threw 
three innings and allowed just one 
earned run while junior Clayton 
Gregory contributed an inning of 
scoreless work. 

“So many people have been and 
were selfless all year and all series. 
We had guys like Mabry and (Jus-
tin) Johnson who played 2-4 posi-
tions Saturday,” Smith said. “It was 

a total team effort and to see those 
guys supporting one another both 
on the field and in the dugout was 
really awesome.”

The Hornets faced the Giddings 
Buffaloes in the area round. Games 
one and two were scheduled for 
Friday, May 12 with a third game 
on May 13 if necessary. All three 
games are being played at Hutto 
High School.

A win over the Buffaloes – who 
are 10-17 on the season and the 
third-place team from 22-4A – 
would send Gatesville to the re-
gional quarterfinals for just the 
third time in school history. 

Giddings earned a a 15-2 one-
game playoff win over Houston 
Furr on May 5.

One of the common opponents 
the Buffaloes and Hornets have 
faced is the Robinson Rockets, 
which defeated Giddings 8-4 on 
March 18.

Gatesville meanwhile, lost a pair 
of extra innings contests to the 
Rockets, falling 6-4 on March 29 
and 4-3 on March 31.

CHRIS ALLMAN | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Hornets celebrate their playoff series win over District 24-4A champion Marble Falls on May 6.
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Ben Mabry Bralen Veazey Kason Herbelin John Ibarra

GISD Sports Roundup
Girls-Boys Track: GHS’ Barrett Boyd and Carlo Martinez 

will compete in the UIL Class 4A state meet Thursday at 
Mike A. Myers Stadium at the University of Texas in Austin.  
Boyd will compete in the girl’s pole vault (3:00 PM), while 
Martinez will run in the boy’s 3200 (9:30 AM) and 800 (7:50 
PM) meter races.

Baseball: GHS had seven players named to the THSCA Aca-
demic All-State team: 1st team - Kason Herbelin, Ben Mabry, 
Mason Mooney and Ayden Necessary; 2nd team - Grant Erwin 
and Carter Williams; honorable mention - William Crozier.

Softball: GHS senior Lauren Stuard was an honorable men-
tion selection on the THSCA Academic All-State team.  The 
award is based on class rank, GPA and ACT-SAT scores. A 
signing ceremony for GHS senior Kaitlin Stuard will be held 
Monday (3 p.m. at GHS Sidney L. Pruitt Gym).  Stuard will be 
signing to play at Chesapeake Community College in Mary-
land. 

Girls Track: GHS placed three athletes on the THSCA Ac-
ademic All-State team: 1st team - Lindsey Cummings and 
Khloe Mathews; honorable mention - Lauren Stuard.

Boys Track: GHS placed three athletes on the THSCA Aca-
demic All-State team: Honorable mention - Cameron Harley, 
Carlo Martinez and Trent Ray.

Soccer: GJHS scores vs. La Vega - Girls lost 4-0, boys lost 
9-0.

GISD Sports Camps

Gatesville Independent School District has scheduled sev-
eral sports camps this summer which are coached by Gates-
ville High School and Junior High coaches, with assistance 
from GHS varsity athletes.

The camps will focus on fundamental skills and technique 
and participants will learn Hornet schemes and terminology.

Cost for the camps is $40 each, except for soccer, which is 
to be determined.

Camps include:
* Football (grades 1st-6th), May 30-June 1.
* Girls Basketball (grades 1st-9th), May 30-June 1.
* Baseball (grades 1st-9th), June 5-7.
* Tennis (grades 1st-9th), June 5-7.
* Softball (grades 1st-9th), June 5-7.
* Boys Basketball (grades 1st-9th), June 19-21.
* Volleyball (grades 1st-9th), July 10-12.
* Wrestling (grades 1st-12th), July 10-14.
* Football (grades 7th-9th), July 24-26.
* Soccer: Will have open field sessions scheduled later in 

the fall (TBA).
Signup is available online at: gatesvilleisd.revtrak.net/ath-

letic-camps#/list

Area Fishing Report
Lake Belton

GOOD. Water lightly stained; 70 de-
grees; 13.71 feet below pool. White 
bass fishing has become a bit more 
challenging this week. The last of the 
Franklin’s gulls are departing, so help-
ful bird action is winding down. White 
bass have been feeding heavily at first 
light, going quiet through the mid-
morning, then becoming active again 
with rising winds and light levels in 
the 11 o’clock hour. The low-light shal-
low water bite will produce a lot of 
fish in a short span casting MAL Heavy 

Lures with chartreuse tails and count-
ing them down to a 4-, 6-, or 8-count 
and then retrieving at a fast pace. Af-
ter fish move back offshore, using the 
same lure with a vertical smoking tac-
tic continues to produce fish. Heavily 
schooled fish are slow to bite. These le-
thargic fish seem to prefer a horizontal 
presentation. The #13 Silver Prismatic 
Pet Spoon with yellow tail is a go-to be-
hind a 3-armed umbrella rig. Report by 
Bob Maindelle, Holding the Line Guide 
Service. Catfishing is excellent using 
fresh cut bait. While catfish prepare for 

the spawn they can be found in shal-
low water less than 10 feet. Flatheads 
have been good around the mouths of 
creeks. Channel catfish are excellent 
on prepared bait and cut chicken. Re-
port by Brian Worley, B&S Catfishing.

Lake Waco 
GREAT. Water stained; 74 degrees; 

10.22 feet below pool. Crappie are 
good on brush piles in 10-18 feet of 
water. The lakes are slowly coming up 
while it has not affected the bite, you 
will need to use dark water colors in 
the muddy water.

Messenger ads work! Call 254-
865-5212 to place your ad in the 
next edition.
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G
olf is a sport where 
you use a club to 
hit a small ball 
into a hole in the 

ground. The golf course is a 
big area with lots of holes, 
and each hole has a starting 
point called a tee.

The player has to hit 
the ball from the tee 
and try to get it into 
the hole with as few 
hits as possible. That's 
called a "stroke". The 
player who finishes 
the course in the 
fewest strokes wins the 
game.

Golf is a 
fun sport that 
you can play with friends and family. It takes 
a lot of practice to get good at it, but it's 
always fun to try!

Can you color the golfer?

Tee
Hole
Club
Fairway

Birdie
Par
Green
Caddy

Bogey
Cart

Golf

Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

I K F E E F Y O Y Q

C L U B E U D Q A A

C V I C E T D H W G

M S N H I G A X R R

K G O G D J C I I E

R L F P R Y Q I A E

E T A A I O E V F N

T N R R B B Z G N T

F U T A J U S G O S

C Q N Y C M M J Z B

Children’s Speech, Occupational, 
and Physical Therapy Services
Local Gatesville Clinic • 4723 E. Hwy 84 Gatesville, TX 76528
Request an appointment: (254) 399-8255 • elitetherapycenter.org

Staff Report

Angie Shoaf Pearson 
will be replacing Van Col-
lins as assistant principal 
at Gatesville Intermediate 
School as Collins will be 
assuming the role of prin-
cipal at Gatesville Primary. 

Angie Pearson was born 
and raised in Gatesville 
and graduated from Gates-
ville High School in 1994. 
She received her Bach-
elor of Science degree and 

teaching certificate from 
Tarleton-Central Texas 
and her Master of Educa-
tion in Educational Lead-
ership and Policy Studies 
from University of Texas 
Arlington. She spent 15 of 
her 20 years in education 
as a classroom teacher and 
interventionist. The last 
five years she has been an 
assistant principal in the 
Temple ISD. 

“I believe in the state-

ment that it takes a vil-
lage, and I am committed 
to forging the relation-
ships with students, staff, 
families, and community 
members to ensure that 
all students meet their full 
growth potential. Gates-
ville is a special place to 
me, and my family, and I 
am so excited to be return-
ing home to serve the com-
munity that I love,” Pear-
son said.

Angie and her husband, 
Jonathan, also a life-long 
Gatesville resident, are the 
proud parents of one son, 
John Riley Pearson, who 
is a senior at GHS and will 
graduate in May with plans 
to attend TSTC and then 
UNT.

Pearson named new assistant principal at Gatesville Intermediate

COURTESY PHOTO

Angie Shoaf Pearson

Staff Report

Registration is now open 
for the Gatesville Summer 
Music Camp, to be held on 
Monday, June 26 through 
Thursday, June 29 at Gates-
ville High School.

Over the course of four 
days the children will be 
taught an entire musical. 
Each day will consist of 
lessons on singing, acting, 
choreography, music funda-
mentals, costumes, props, 
and staging. This year’s 
show will be “It’s Saturday!” 

a musical celebrating a day 
off in the life of a kid. That 
is, until his mom wakes up 
with the “to-do list.”

The camp is open to stu-
dents who have finished 
kindergarten through eighth 
grade. Campers will be di-
vided in groups based in 
age/grade level. The cost 
will be $50 per student, and 
the deadline is Friday, May 
12. 

The camp will include 
multiple rehearsals daily, 
creating props during craft 
time, recreation time during 

the camp chat, and a camp 
T-shirt. 

Each day the doors will 
open at noon, and camp 
will begin promptly at 12:30 
p.m. Dismissal will be at 
4:30 p.m. each day. Campers 
can eat lunch on campus at 
noon if needed. 

A cast party is slated for 
Thursday, June 29 from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. A pizza din-
ner will be provided. All 
parents, family members, 
and loved ones are invited 
to attend the performance 
on June 29 at 5:30 p.m. in 

the Gatesville High School 
Auditorium. Admission 
is free. The cast and cho-
rus will present “It’s Sat-
urday!” showcasing all the 
skills, music, choreography, 
and staging they learned 
throughout the week. 

There are several main 
characters that have multi-
ple speaking lines and solos 
that will require prepara-
tion prior to camp week. If 
your student is within third 
through eighth grade and 
is interested in one of the 
roles, auditions will be held 

on Wednesday, May 24 at 4 
p.m. in the Gatesville High 
School choir room. Email 
Cherith Wells at gisdchoir@
gatesvilleisd.org to secure 
your student’s audition spot 
and get the audition mate-
rials. The audition will be 
closed to the public. 

Space is limited, and on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis. Send in registration 
form and payment to Gates-
ville High School as soon as 
possible to ensure enroll-
ment. Make checks payable 
to “GHS Choir.” Registra-

tion will be non-refundable. 
Registration is also available 
online at the GISD School 
Store. 

For more information con-
tact Cherith Wells, Director 
of Choirs, Gatesville ISD by 
email at gisdchoir.gatesvil-
leisd.org or Tim Klinger, 
Associate Choir Director 
at 254-865-8281 extension 
5233.

Summer Music Camp offered at Gatesville High School

Staff Reports

Tickled Pink Dance Stu-
dios will present its annual 
Spring Recital on Saturday, 
May 20 at the Gatesville 
City Auditorium located at 
110 N. 8th Street. Perfor-
mances will commence at 
2 p.m.

The recital will be featur-
ing performances from the 
Tippy Toes Ballerinas, the 
Beg Ballet, Ballet Two, the 
third-year soloists, com-
petition dance teams, and 
Tickled Pink Dance Cheer-
leaders.

Tickets can be purchased 

for $10 and will be avail-
able soon at the Tickled 
Pink Dance Studio.

For more information 
contact tickledpinkdances-
tudio.com.

Tickled Pink presents dance  
recital on May 20

Staff Reports

The Gatesville High School 
cheer team will host a Little 
Hornets Cheer Camp from 
Monday, June 5 through 
Thursday, June 8. The camp 
is scheduled to be from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. in the Gates-
ville High School new gym. 

Registration for the camp 
is open to students from 
kindergarten through sixth 
grade. To receive a camp 
shirt, registration must be 
turned in by Sunday, May 
7 and will cost $45 per per-
son. All late registrations 
will cost $55, without a 

camp shirt included.
For more information 

contact Holly Redford at 
hredford@gatesvilleisd.org. 
Gatesville High School is lo-
cated at 205 S. Lovers Ln.

Little Hornets Cheer Camp to be 
held in June
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BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main Street • 254-865-8491

BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; Sunday 
Bible study 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS
Bob  Ph i l l i ps ,  pas to r ; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesvi l le; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
adult Bible study 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday services - kids’ 
& youth Bible study 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Prayer & 
Bible Study 7 p.m.; Youth 
Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s 
Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
912 E. Main St.; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship 10:45 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
1 2 0  C o l l e g e  A v e . ; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m. ,  Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY 
Michael Bragdon, Pastor; 
2819 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY
A.C. Painter, pastor; 1750 
FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO
Matt Dossey, pastor; 11420 
N. State Hwy. S; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:50 a.m.
KING
Char les W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & 
HWY 36, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m. & 1 p.m., 
Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK 
David Crosby, Interim Pas-
tor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday evening Youth 
& Children’s Bible Study 
6 p.m.

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance

“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!

CALL 254-865-5212.

MOUNTAIN
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 
6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m. Prayer meeting 7 p.m. 
Wednesday.
OSAGE 
Chris Thomas, pastor; 7505 
FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 301, 
Jonesboro; Sunday school 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME 
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 p.m.
SPANISH
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m.
TRINITY 
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 8:15 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday – 
activities for adults, youth, 
& children 6:30 p.m.; 254-
865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
J o n  C r o s b y ,  P a s t o r ; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW 
In ter im Pastor :  Eddie 
Taylor; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL
Mike Barron, pastor; 2040 
CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday 
school 10 a.m.; Sunday  
worship 11 a.m.; 254-679-
3200. 
WHITE MOUND 
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Satur-
day at 8 a.m. Inside: 3075 
FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 
321. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
For more info. & location, 
call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. 
(English) & 12 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass), Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. & Wednesday-Friday 
at 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE
Deral McWhorter, minister; 
1 0 4  C e d a r  R i d g e , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 W. 
Brooks Dr., Evant; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:20 a.m. 
&  12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
FORT GATES
4605 St .  Hwy.  36 S. , 

Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE
Justin Hall, minister; 2417 
E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
c lases y  serv ic ios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays – Bible 
Study 5:30 p.m.; Royce 
512-734-5390 or Steve 
254-865-3559.
PEARL
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE
Greg Demmitt,  pastor; 
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL 
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran 
Church Rd., Copperas 
Cove; Sunday Bible Study 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m.   
ST. JOHN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, Coryell 
City; Sunday worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 
a.m.
ST. PAUL
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 1114, 
The Grove; Sunday School 
9 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT
235 US-281, Evant; Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.
F I R S T  M E T H O D I S T 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
$3; youth, Children & Adult 
Bible Studies at 6 p.m. AA 
meets Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday at 6:30 p.m.
OGLESBY UNITED
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday worship 
9 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Bill Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF  JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
S a c r a m e n t  s e r v i c e s 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy .  84  W. ;  Sunday 
se rv i ces  10 :30  a .m . ; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9  a .m.  &  10 :30  a .m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy Spiker, 
Sunday service 10 a.m. 
& 6 p.m., Wednesdays 6 
p.m. 407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 

CENTER
Wes Covey, Pastor; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 
Thursdays 7 p.m.; 2518 
Bridge St.; 254-392-9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday 
w o r s h i p  1 0 : 3 0  a . m . , 
Wednesday worship 6:30 
p.m.; Gateway Learning 
Center, 2315 Osage Rd., 
Gatesville.
GRACE BIBLE
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesv i l le ;  865-6222. 
S u n d a y  w o r s h i p  1 1 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Peter M. Mafwal, Pastor; 
4460 FM 930, Levi ta; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m.;  Sunday worship  
10:45 am.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, Pastor; 
1415 Texas Hwy. 236; 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
T A B E R N A C L E  O F 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, pastor; 
202 E. Main, Gatesville;  
S u n d a y s  1 0  a . m . ; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 254-
206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesdays Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday 
service, 7:30 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor;  1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY
4995 FM 929; Saturdays 5 
p.m., Bible study Sundays  
5 p.m. 

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of  Gatesvi l le on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service 9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-6131

You will seek me 

and find me when 

you seek me with 

all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGE
Coryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint

Plumbing • Electrical
Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 

needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION

& SEPTIC TANK 

SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE

254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 

DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B

Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s

Maytag Home Appliance Center
4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

Call Bailey Shea Dickie at 

254-865-5212

ext. 302

254-865-5212 ext. 300

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Call Bailey to reserve this 

space!

254-865-5212
ext. 302

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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Staff Reports

The National Honor Society of Evant 
Independent School District recently 
had a workday on Monday, May 1. 
The workday was a community ser-
vice project that was held at Coryell 
Health RehabLiving Center located at 

110 Chicktown Road in Gatesville.
The National Honor Society chapter 

of Evant ISD has memberships open 
to students who meet the required 
standards in four areas of evalua-
tion including service, leadership, and 
character. A variety of students are 
selected for membership each year 

by a majority vote of a five-member 
principal-appointed faculty council, 
which bestows this honor upon quali-
fied students on behalf of the faculty 
of Evant ISD.

Evant ISD can be reached at 254-
471-3160.

Staff Reports

Buzz’s Floral Shop will be presenting its annual plant, 
vegetable, and flower sale at the Gatesville High School 
Greenhouse. The plant sale will be on Tuesday, May 16, 
Friday, May 19, and Wednesday, May 24 from 8 a.m. until 
4:30 p.m.

For more information, contact Morgan Smart at msmart@
gatesvilleisd.org.

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Junior High cheer team will hold a bake 
sale today, May 13. The sale will be in front of Vintage 
Royalty from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

There will be plenty of sweet treats including cookies, 
cakes, cupcakes, and brownies. Dog treats and game day 
bows will be available for purchase as well. All proceeds 
will benefit the Gatesville Junior High cheerleaders.

Vintage Royalty is located at 2401 S. TX-36, Suite 100 in 
Gatesville.

Staff Reports

The Gatesville High School varsity tennis team is to hold 
their awards and recognition banquet on Monday, May 22. 
The banquet will begin at 6 p.m. and will be held at the 
Gatesville High School cafeteria.

This will be a potluck supper, meaning that everyone 
in attendance will bring a dish for everyone to share. Be 
sure to bring your favorite potluck dish that will serve up 
to 10 people.

Gatesville High School is located at 205 S. Lovers Lane.

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent School District will present their 
annual High School awards night on Tuesday, May 23. The 
awards will be held at the Jonesboro Community Center, 
located at 11625 TX-35, and will commence at 6 p.m.

Meals will be provided at the cost of $15 a plate.
The Class of 2025 will provide a gift basket fundraiser 

at the event as well.
For any further information contact Jonesboro ISD at 

254-463-2111.

Staff Reports

Jonesboro Independent School Dis-
trict Future Farmers of America will 
hold their annual awards banquet on 
Tuesday, May 16. The banquet will 
be held at the Jonesboro Community 
Center located at 11625 TX-36, and 
will commence at 6:30 p.m.

There will be meals provided for the 
guests at no cost. Donations will be 
accepted.

The Jonesboro Future Farmers of 
America program gives students the 
opportunity to show livestock at the 
county fair and various other major 
shows in the Spring, as well as attend-
ing meetings to obtain knowledge 

about Future Farmers of America.
The nationally known Future Farm-

ers of America organization was first 
established in 1928 in Kansas City.

Be sure to RSVP with Beth Gann, FFA 
advisor by email at beth.gann@jones-
boroisd.net.

Staff Reports

To celebrate the last day of school, 
The First National Bank of Gatesville 
will provide free snow cones for the 
community to enjoy on Thursday, 

May 25.
Snow cones will be provided by 

Bryson’s Sno-Dizzle in the First Na-
tional Bank parking lot located at 
3411 E. Main Street in Gatesville from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The First National Bank of Gatesville 
has served the community and sur-
rounding areas since 1912.

For more information on the event 
contact The First National Bank of 
Gatesville at 254-865-2783.

Staff Reports 

The Oglesby Future Farmers of America program will 
hold a showcase and open house on Wednesday, May 17 
at the Oglesby High School agriculture building. 

The showcase will begin at 6 p.m. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

Future Farmers of America is a youth organization 
that prepares members for premier leadership, personal 
growth, and career success through agricultural educa-
tion. Members gain knowledge learning from hands-on 
experiences, which gives students tools to achieve real-
world successes.

 Oglesby ISD is located at 125 College Avenue in Ogles-
by. 

Plant sale to be held 
at GHS greenhouse

Evant National Honor Society workday held May 1

Jonesboro FFA to hold awards banquet on May 16

First National Bank offers free snow cones on May 25

Gatesville Junior High 
cheer team to hold bake 
sale fundraiser today

Jonesboro ISD presents 
High School awards 
night May 23

Gatesville varsity tennis 
banquet to be held May 
22 at high school

Oglesby FFA showcase, 
open house set May 17
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SUDOKU

Last week’s solution

BY DEBBIE BERGMAN

Ingredients
3 c. dried pinto beans
5 sm. green chilies, chopped
1 clove garlic chopped
1 lg. tomato chopped
1 sm. onion chopped
½ c. chopped fresh cilantro
9 c. water
1 (12-oz.) can of beer
1 c. fried, drained, and chopped bacon

This recipe appeared in the “Methodist Best” cookbook in 2008. The Gatesville Messenger plans to run a series of reci-
pes from that cookbook. If your church has a cookbook or if you would like to submit your own recipe of a favorite dish 
for possible publication, please email it to: editor@gatesvillemessenger.com.

RECIPE

Mexican Charro Beans

Directions: Cook the pinto beans in water with the chopped garlic 
clove. When the beans are about halfway cooked add the bacon. Take 
the tomato, onion, chilies and cilantro and sauté in 1 tablespoon of 
cooking oil. When they are all tender, add to the cooked beans. Pour in 
the beer and cook for an additional 15 minutes. Serve it in side bowls, 
it is a little on the loose side.

COURTESY OF ALLRECIPES.COM

Mexican Charro Beans
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With the bases loaded in 
the top of the ninth and the 
Texans trailing 6-5 with one 
out, Jordan Andrade stepped 
in to pinch hit for Payton 
Pennington. Andrade hit 
a ground ball to the Aggie 
third baseman who turned a 
5-4-3 double play to seem-
ingly end the game. 
However, it appeared the 
play at first base was closer 
than it looked, and Andrade 
may have beat the throw or 
at least touched the base as 
the ball was arriving. The 
umpires went into a  review 
for a few minutes, but ulti-
mately decided the call on 
the field stood. Had it been 
overturned, Alec Williams 
would have scored from 
third and the game would 
have been tied at 6-6.

Piercen McElyea got the 

start on the mound for 
Tarleton and had a quality 
start, throwing 5 innings al-
lowing one run on one hit. 
He walked five and struck 
out three. 
Tarleton got the scoring 
started with a run in the 
second inning as Dylan 
Kurahashi-Choy Foo sent a 
rocket over the left field wall, 
a no-doubt solo home run, 
his third of the season.

A&M tied the game at one 
with a sacrifice fly from 
Trevor Werner in the third 
inning.

Choy Foo and Crews each 
led the Texans with two hits 
while Wagner paced the team 
with three RBI.

The sixth inning saw the 
most action for both teams. 
The Texans took a 4-1 lead 
as Jack Wagner hit a three-

run home run, his team-lead-
ing 12th, to left field to score 
a pair of Mason’s — Mason 
Hammonds and Mason 
Crews.

A&M answered back with 
two runs on back-to-back 
RBI singles from Jordan 
Thompson and Max Kaufer, 
but the Texans left the sixth 
inning with a 4-3 lead.

Zach Poe entered in the 
bottom of the sixth and 
pitched through the sev-
enth. He threw 1.1 scoreless 
innings, allowing a lone hit 
while striking out two and 
walking one.

The eighth inning ulti-
mately did the Texans in as 
the Aggie shortstop, Hunter 
Haas, hit a three-run home 
run off Tarleton’s Jake 
Burcham to take a 6-4 lead. 
Zane Badmaev entered in the 
eighth innning and got the 
final two outs, striking out 
Trevor Werner and inducing 
a groundout to Wagner at 
first base.

Tarleton scored in the 
ninth as Crews drove in a 
run with an infield single to 
the shortstop with the bases 
loaded to bring in Choy Foo.

TSU Sports Information

B
RYAN-COLLEGE STATION — Tarleton led 

Texas A&M for six innings of play on May 

2 at Blue Bell Park, but a late three-run 

home run from the Aggies paired with a 

close call in the top of the ninth saw the Texans 

fall, 6-5.

Golfers end season with WAC tourney 

TSU closes softball regular season with fourth straight win

COURTESY OF TSU SPORTS INFORMATION

The sixth inning saw the most action of Tarleton State University’s baseball game at Texas A&M, 
especially when Jack Wagner (pictured) swatted a three-run home run for the Texans, his team-leading 
12th on the season.

A&M holds off Texans for 6-5 baseball victory

TSU Sports Information

HOUSTON — With just one 
regular season series remain-
ing, the Texans softball team 
seems to be peaking at the 
right time — heading into the 
WAC tournament in Phoenix.

Tarleton beat Houston 
Christian 5-2 on May 2 in its 
final regular season non-con-
ference tilt, winning its fourth 
straight contest. The Texans 
(29-24, 12-9 WAC) have won 
six straight road games, 
finishing their true road 
schedule 9-10 on the year. 

The Huskies (20-28, 9-12 
Southland Conference) lost 
their fifth straight game.

Pitcher Grace Garcia (12-8) 
earned her team-leading 12th 
win of the year as she went 
the distance at Husky Field. 
She allowed two earned runs 
on seven hits and two walks, 
and recorded three strikeouts 
in seven innings. Garcia has 
now tied Tristan Bridges’ win 
total from last year for the 
most softball wins in a sin-
gle-season by a Texan since 
Tarleton joined the NCAA 
Division I ranks.

Tarleton outhit Houston 
Christian 10-7 and committed 
no errors to the Huskies’ two.

Kayla Wallace started run-
scoring innings three times 
for TSU, reaching base four 
times on the night. She went 
3-for-3 with a walk, scoring 
two runs.

After Garcia sat down 
the first three HCU batters, 
Tarleton struck in the top 
of the second to go ahead 
2-0. Wallace started the rally 
with a single, then moved to 
second on a sacrifice bunt by 
Jordan Dickerson. Morgan 

Medford moved Wallace to 
third on an infield single be-
fore stealing second. With 
runners on second and third, 
Amanda DeSario scored 
Wallace with an RBI single, 
then Kelci Hill followed with 
an RBI single of her own to 
score Medford.

The Huskies answered 
with a pair of their own in the 
third. They loaded the bases 
on their first three plate ap-
pearances. Garcia threw a 
runner out at home on a field-
er’s choice for the first out, 
then induced a fly ball for the 

second out that brought a run 
home. HCU singled to make it 
2-2 before Garcia limited the 
damage.

The Texans retook the lead 
in the fifth inning. With two 
outs, Wallace hit her tied-
team-leading fourth triple of 
the year. Dickerson followed 
with an RBI single to boost 
Tarleton up 3-2.

Tarleton added insur-
ance runs in the seventh, as 
Wallace started the rally for 
the third time. Kaylin Ortner 
later scored as a pinch runner 
on a throwing error to make 

it 4-2 Tarleton, then DeSario 
doubled home Medford for 
her second RBI.

Garcia allowed just two bas-
erunners over the final three 
innings, going three-up-three-
down in the seventh.

In addition to Wallace, 
DeSario (two RBI, one walk), 
Medford (two runs), and Hill 
(one RBI) also had multi-hit 
nights. Dickerson added 
that RBI single, and Austin 
Germain recorded two walks.

ASUN-WAC football partnership 
rebrands as United Athletic Conference

Tarleton Sports Information

BOULDER CITY, Nevada 
— Tarleton’s first season 
in nearly 30 years conclud-
ed on April 30 at the WAC 
Championship, where they 
turned in their best round on 
the final day in their first con-
ference tournament.

Jack Anderson led the 
Texans like he did most of the 
season, shooting -4 (72, 69, 
71) to finish tied for 17th. As 
a team, Tarleton took 10th at 
-1 (287, 293, 283) at Boulder 
Creek Golf Club.

“It was not the perfor-
mance we were wanting, but 
I’m overall pleased with the 
progress this team made in 
the first year,” head coach 

Chance Cain said. “This week 
we had the game to be in the 
top-five with 61 under-par 
strokes, but we made too 
many mistakes to keep us in 
the running. It’s something 
the team is well aware of and 
now we have the summer 
break to work like crazy to 
clean those areas up in order 
to be ready for the fall start.

Anderson finished his col-
legiate career with an incred-
ible spring semester. Across 
seven total tournaments, he 
shot under-par four times, 
and across 21 total rounds, 
he fired six rounds in the 60s. 
Max Bengtsson was next on 
the individual leaderboard for 
TSU, carding +1 (71, 77, 69), 

tying for 35th. Masen Ward 
shot +2 (75, 73, 70) (tied-
39th), Alvaro Huidobro was 
+3 (69, 76, 74) (tied-43rd), and 
Cristobal Sepulveda shot +14 
(82, 75, 73) for 60th.

Of Tarleton’s five team 
members, three had their best 
18 holes in the final round to 
put the team under-par for 
the event and move them into 
the top-10.

Grand Canyon won the 
WAC Championship at -34 
(280, 273, 277) while New 
Mexico State’s Garrison Smith 
was the medalist at -19 (64, 
65, 68).

The Texan freshman 
Bengtsson ended his WAC 
Championship with his best 

round of 69. He improved his 
place on the individual lead-
erboard with 13 spots on the 
final day to tie for 35th.

Ward ended his collegiate 
career by shooting -3 over his 
final 12 holes, a clean finish 
with three birdies. He had the 
tied-second best overall score 
on Par 5’s in the tournament 
at -10, averaging a gross score 
of 4.17.

Huidobro, a sophomore, 
led the Texans after the first 
day at -3 (69). Sepulveda, 
the third underclassman 
and second freshman play-
ing for Tarleton at the WAC 
Championship, shot +1 (73) 
on the final day for his best 
round of the event.

COURTESY OF TSU SPORTS INFORMATION

Tarleton State University golfer Jack Anderson has been named 
to the All-WAC Second Team, one of 16 players across 13 WAC 
programs to take All-Conference honors.

Tarleton Sports Information

The ASUN Conference and 
Western Athletic Conference 
(WAC) football partnership is 
now officially known as the 
United Athletic Conference, 
as announced jointly on 
April 17 by the football-
sponsoring members of both 
conferences.

Entering its third year as a 
formal football partnership 
but first as a single entity, the 
United Athletic Conference 
now fully operates like a sin-
gle-sport conference with an 
independent budget, policies 
and governing documents. 
The group will recognize its 
own league champion and at-
large FCS playoffs automatic 

qualifier under a singular 
conference banner beginning 
with the 2023 football season.

The newly christened 
United Athletic Conference 
currently has nine partici-
pating institutions, includ-
ing Tarleton State University: 
Abilene Christian University, 
Austin Peay State University, 
University of Central 
Arkansas, Eastern Kentucky 
University, University of 
North Alabama, Southern 
Utah University, Stephen F. 
Austin State University, and 
Utah Tech University. The 
conference will officially add 
the University of Texas-Rio 
Grande Valley (UTRGV) in the 
fall of 2025 when it begins 
sponsorship of football.

As previously announced 
on Jan. 5, the governance 
structure of the United 
Athletic Conference fea-
tures co-chairs of the Council 
of Presidents, Dr. James 
Hurley from Tarleton State 
University and Dr. David 
McFaddin from Eastern 
Kentucky University. Also 
included in the leadership 
is Executive Director Oliver 
Luck, WAC Commissioner 
Brian Thornton and outgo-
ing ASUN Commissioner 
Ted Gumbart, with incom-
ing ASUN Commissioner Jeff 
Bacon officially joining upon 
Gumbart’s retirement at the 
conclusion of the 2022-23 
academic year.

The 2023 United Athletic 

Conference schedule will 
be limited to six conference 
games among its nine mem-
bers. The 2024 schedule will 
feature a full eight-game 
single round robin. The team 

with the best conference re-
cord (and owns any appli-
cable tiebreakers in the case 
of matching league records) 
will be declared the United 
Athletic Conference champi-

on and FCS playoffs AQ.
A full conference rollout 

including official marks, an 
official website and more in-
formation will be released in 
the coming months.
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For more information, call 254-865-7575. 

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville, TX 76528

Apply online at

HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

SpringSpring

• Housekeeper• Housekeeper
 6:30AM-2:30PM 

• Charge Nurse• Charge Nurse
 LVN/RN

 Day Shift and Night   

 Shift Available:

 6:00PM-6:00AM

 6:00AM-6:00PM

into a new career

at

• CNA• CNA
 6:00PM-6:00AM

• Physical • Physical 

 Therapy Therapy

 Assistant Assistant

MEDICAL LODGE

GHS CTE students recognized
Gatesville ISD’s Career and Technology Education (CTE) department re-

cently recognized high school students for their achievements in a variety 
of categories including animal science, automotive technology, construc-
tion tech, criminal justice, culinary arts, floral design, graphic design, health 
science technology, and welding.

The CTE programs are designed to prepare students for college and career 
readiness. Students today are entering a highly competitive workforce and 
must be able to integrate and apply 21st Century skills,  technical knowl-
edge and skills, and core academic knowledge.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

Floral Design Animal Science Graphic Design

Above left: Construction Technology
Above center: Criminal Justice
Above right: CTE teachers from left to right: Charles Conley, Peanut Blanchard, Sharon Inbody, Amanda Latham, Morgan 
Smart, Star Hamilton, Sherry Stephens, Angela Tyree, Kelly Saunders, and Charles Lisenbe.

Culinary
Arts

Automotive
Technology

Health
Science

Technology

Welding
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Director of Public Relations:

Susie Meelbusch

254-383-2307

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-7575

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

Steve Fisher

This amazing gentleman has 
been with Hillside Medical Lodge 

for 36 years and has worn 
many hats! He made the 

decision a while ago to move 
back to the Laundry/

Housekeeping Supervisor position
and has been working around 

the clock to finish with his 
duties as Activity Director until 
we were able to hire someone 
new. He says he is thankful to 

be able to see his residents daily 
just in another aspect!

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH

APRIL

We accept all insurances, Medicare traditional, Medicare replacement  plans, 
Medicaid, and Medicaid pending.

www.hillsideml.com

 Steve, there are no words to 
describe how thankful we are for 
your hard word and dedication!

Gatesville Elementary Springs into Summer
The Gatesville Independent School District Community Outreach recently hosted “Spring into Summer” which was held on Thursday, May 4, at the Gatesville Elementary School. Infor-

mation was provided about educational, sports, theater, and music camps, local VBS and church events, area wide family friendly activities, summer feeding programs, and much more. 
There was also a Bike Rodeo for children ages 5 and up with free helmets provided to those wishing to participate.

PHOTOS BY DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER


