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Jail expansion maximum price listed at $4.788 million
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The Coryell County Commissioners Court approved a 
guaranteed maximum price (GMP) of nearly $4.8 million for 
a 47-bed jail expansion at 510 Leon St. that had been pre-
sented by the contractor  Butler-Cohen.

The action was taken during a special meeting of the com-
missioners court on April 17.

“We probably have all crunched a few numbers and added 
them a little differently,” said County Judge Roger Miller. “I 
went off tax estimates we were given in January. ... I hope 
we don’t split hairs.”

The total GMP is $4.788 million. One issue that delayed 
approval was disagreement over whether three alternates to 
the contract could be included in the GMP.

Those alternates included a new heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning system, a new fire alarm system and pos-

sible replacement of metal panels on the jail’s front facade.
Miller and Commissioner Scott Weddle said they believed 

the agenda item’s wording permitted the three alternate 
items to be voted on, while Kyle Matthews said he was not 
comfortable with the wording of the agenda item and that 
he preferred to get feedback from County Attorney Brandon 
Belt before he voted.

As a result, voting was delayed in order to seek Belt’s in-
put. Belt later said that the court did have the authority to 
include the alternates as part of the agenda item.

Regarding the three alternates, Matthews said he was in 
favor of the air conditioning option.

“I think it’s important,” he said.
Miller and Weddle voiced their agreement.
“I hope we can decide on the three alternates today, and I 

think the HVAC truly does need to be included,” Miller said.

The second item, replacing the existing fire alarm system 
“is pretty pricey,” Miller said. “Do you view this as a three-
to-five-year project and then this jail is phased out or do 
you see a continuing use beyond five years?”

Weddle said if the system is not upgraded, there is no 
guarantee the expanded jail would pass inspection, adding 
that the current system “is antiquated.”

Commissioner Keith Taylor said not upgrading the sys-
tem could open the county to future difficulties.

“I believe it would cost more if it fails,” he said.
Matthews said he believes the current system is original 

to the jail.
“It was put in in 1990 or 1991,” Commissioner Ryan Bash-

am added.

County 
seeks 
relief on 
tax break 
for vets

Standing the test of time

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Coryell County Judge Roger Miller 
was called to Austin to testify be-
fore the state House of Representa-
tives Ways & Means Committee on 
April 6 about ways that tax exemp-
tions related to veterans - which is 
a state program - is impacting the 
county.

“The state has never had a mecha-
nism to fully reimburse us (for the 
veterans’ tax exemptions),” Miller 
said. “Last year we had $1.2 million 
in disabled veterans tax values that 
we did not receive funding for. The 
state only reimbursed us for 47.4%. 

“We are subsidizing the state’s 
program by over $600,000. There 
is a big push on this. For example, 
Lampasas County lost out of about 
a million dollars (in tax revenue) 
because of the program. There are 
a noteworthy number of areas that 
lost out on tax revenue.”

Miller said the push to have the 
state take over the financial respon-
sibility for the program “is a coop-
erative effort regionally and across 
the state. I believe there’s support 
for this bill (House Bill 1613). The 
number one issue is how do they 
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A home on College Avenue in Oglesby can be traced back to a catalog “home-kit” that was ordered and assembled on the spot.

Mail order house in Oglesby is reminder of another era

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

Those of a “certain age” can still recall the days when consum-
ers could order merchandise from mail order catalogs from such 
retail businesses as Sears and Roebuck and Montgomery Wards 
among many others.

A little over a hundred years ago, long before the age of com-
puters, cell phones, and the Amazon app, people were turning 
the pages of catalogs and making out their “wish lists.” In the 
early days, Montgomery Ward and Sears and Roebuck were both 
headquartered in Chicago and became the leaders of the mail or-
der industry. Both businesses became well-known for their cata-

log sales long before they opened actual retail stores. The first 
Montgomery Ward catalog was distributed as early as 1872. The 
catalogs, which were often about 4 pounds in weight, sometimes 
contained over 1,000 items that could be ordered and delivered 
right to your front door.

In addition to selling household items, general merchandise, 
and clothing, some of the mail-order catalogs such as Sears 
and Roebuck began in fact selling “home kits.” The catalog of-
fered several different floor plans and styles to choose from. 

Eclipse expected to draw thousands of visitors to Gatesville in April ‘24
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Gatesville Police Chief Brad Hunt recently talked to the 
Gatesville City Council about the way that an influx of visi-
tors associated with an eclipse projected on April 8, 2024 
will impact the community.

“I met with many of the department heads of our city for 
an initial discussion,” Hunt said. “We have to have a plan in 
place.”

He said there will be an anticipated 23.49 seconds of total 
darkness in the area because of the eclipse, and because of 
Gatesville’s location, it is considered a prime spot to experi-
ence the event.

“We can expect not if people will show up to our town, 
but how many,” Hunt said. He added that Cheri Shepherd, 
director of the Gatesville Convention & Visitors Bureau, “es-
timated 16,000 to 20,000 (visitors) and that could be a low 
estimate.”

Hunt said he has a friend in leadership in Waco, and that 
community is anticipating an additional 100,000 could visit 
there to experience the eclipse.

“Right down the road (from Waco) is McGregor and then 
us,” Hunt said. “Copperas Cove has hired a planner (to help 
coordinate the city’s preparation for and response to the 
eclipse). Whether we plan to do something or not, we need 

to plan for doubling or tripling our population for three to 
five days. We will look at how we plan for police coverage 
for that many people for three to five days.”

Several major Texas cities, including Houston, are not 
on the primary path for the eclipse, Hunt said, adding that 
people who live there could travel to Gatesville to experi-
ence the event.

“All campgrounds are booked, everything within a 75-mile 
radius of Waco is sold out already,” he said. “We need to 
look at the 2017 eclipse (which impacted a different part 
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Trinity Baptist Church
A Church That Cares

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship 10:50 am
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor

1506 W. Main Street, Gatesville, TX
Church 865-8495 | Pre-school 248-0041

Mission Statement: 

“The family of Trinity Baptist 
Church exists to love God and 
people, teach God’s Word, and 
to help all mankind to follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ in
absolute obedience.”

BTC
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Spotlight shines on GHS basketball team

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville ISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard stands with GHS boys basketball coach Brit Campbell, the 2022-23 boys basketball team and assistant coach Ken Campbell during the April 17 school board meeting. 
The team was among the best in school history, finishing 28-8 overall, tying for the most wins in school history and advanced to the area round of the playoffs for the first time since 2013.

Spotlight shines on GHS theater arts program
JEFF OSBORNE | THE 

GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

Gatesville ISD 
Superintendent 
Barrett Pollard 
stands with Gates-
ville High School 
theater arts 
teacher (from 
left) Amanda 
Cummings and 
students Abi-
gail Boose, Alex 
Johnson and Lucy 
Pritchett. The the-
ater arts program 
had an excellent 
year under the di-
rection of 
Cummings and 
Claude Williams. 
They earned a 
fourth place finish 
in UIL One-Act play 
competition, the 
first plaque GHS 
has earned in the 
competition in 11 
years.

of the country). People plan to have 
tents, campers and even cardboard box-
es (to stay in).

“It could cost the city up to $100,000 
for traffic control, for the city to manage 
the situation and the impact on wastewa-
ter. I’ve advised officers that there will 
be no vacation that week. Traffic control 
will be an issue. As soon as the eclipse 
passes at 3:05 (p.m.), everyone will be 
leaving.”

Hunt has identified 17 key traffic 
points where officers will be directing 
traffic.

“If the Council and new city manager 
would like to host an event to offset 
some of the costs, it’s important we’re 
all on the same page on that,” he said. 
“We need to talk about what we need in 
the budget to handle this.”

Hunt said city representatives will no-
tify businesses of opportunities and no-
tify Gatesville residents about the need 
to follow correct procedures.

“We can’t just have campers putting 
sewage down the line, it’s not (National 
Lampoon’s) Christmas Vacation,” he 
said. “It didn’t work then and it won’t 
work here.”

Although more than 11 months remain 
before the big event, Hunt said it’s im-

portant to plan early.
“We know it’s a big deal,” he said. 

“We’re starting to understand the scope 
of it. Waco has helped us to understand 
it and will continue to help us.

“We know it’s a cooperative effort. 
Other agencies will be involved, CTCOG 
(Central Texas Council of Governments), 
the prison, the hospital, churches, the 
DPS (Texas Department of Public Safety), 
the Lions and Exchange clubs. Eventually 
we’ll talk to the media about our plan. 
The only news today is we plan to have 
a plan.”

Hunt said he has “been told verbally” 
that the Gatesville Independent School 
District will not have its students on 
campus that day, which is a Monday.

“I wonder if you can utilize some of 
the resources at Fort Hood,” Councilman 
Greg Casey asked.

Hunt said they will be busy with traffic 
issues surrounding the post.

“Recognize that you will not be able to 
allow campers on ball fields - you don’t 
need to tear up the town to accommo-
date it,” said Acting City Manager Bill 
Parry. “The other important point is that 
Highway 84 is a federal highway. DPS 
will have to be involved there and also 
on (state Highway) 36.

“My biggest concern is traffic control 
- getting everyone in and out safely and 
successfully.”

ECLIPSE
FROM PAGE A1

“I would put it in as an alternate - it’s $166,000,” 
Matthews said. “I think the jail (expansion) itself is 
for five years and we’re going to have to move and 
go larger. People will have to vote on it for the third 
time.”

Weddle said he did not know what the market 
would be for the current jail when a new facility is 
built.

“The jail commission had some pretty good ideas 
(about future uses),” Taylor said.

Alternate three involves replacing some of the 
metal panels in front of the jail.

“We just replaced them four years ago - I think it 
was 2019 when some mold remediation was done,” 
Miller said. “I hate to see us spend $11,500 to re-
place panels that are only three or four years old.”

Weddle said “it’s very low on my priority list.
“If it’s functional, it’s functional,” Matthews said.
SSummarizing comments, Miller said, “We’re very 

interested in including alternate one and two and 
not in alternate three.”

He again expressed his surprise that the guaran-
teed maximum price given to the commissioners 
court was $476,098 more than expected.

“I was really not prepared for that,” Miller said. “I 
thought the contingent amount they built in would 
have covered that.

“My recommendation to the court is that the 
amount we give Mr. (Jeff) Heffelfinger reduces the 
scope of the expansion. I think we can adjust some 
furnishings and come close to that amount in cost 
savings.”

JAIL
FROM PAGE A1

fund it long-term.”
“Our state representative (Shelby Slaw-

son) is supportive, and we reached out to 
her and to state Senator (Pete) Flores to 
express your support,” Miller told the Co-
ryell County Commissioners Court.

“There is funding. The pushback will be 
the state can’t fund this. But we’re hav-
ing to operate 110% of our government 
out of 90% of our tax revenue, so how can 
they not fund it?”

Sinyard resigns
from Council
Staff report

Billy Sinyard, who was re-elected to the 
Gatesville City Council in November 2022, 
resigned his position at the April 11 Coun-
cil meeting.

Sinyard said he is moving outside the 
city limits. Sinyard was the Ward 2, Place 
4 representative.

“Thank you for the opportunity,” Sin-
yard said. “It was interesting. I learned a 
lot.”

The Council will appoint someone to fill 
Sinyard’s position.

TAXES
FROM PAGE A1
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Consumers could place an order for a kit home, and everything 
needed for construction would be delivered to them in cartons 
by rail loaded in box cars including such items as pre-cut lumber, 
nails, screws, paint, windows, doors, shingles, and plumbing. When 
the kits arrived, buyers would often hire workers who could as-
semble the homes using detailed instructions that arrived with the 
kit. Sears often advertised that some of their homes could be built 
within ninety days after arrival.

During the period from 1908 until 1942, Sears “home kits” sold 
approximately 75,000 homes. The kits were shipped across the 
United States even as far away as Alaska. Sears helped to build 
American neighborhoods as they are known today, although few of 
the homes are still in existence. 

A few months ago, on their Facebook page, the Gatesville Cham-
ber of Commerce posted an advertisement from many years ago, 
which showed a drawing and floor plan for a Sears home kit. The 
post was replied to by an individual who stated that one of the 
Sears mail order homes was still standing, in great condition and 
located on College Avenue in Oglesby. The home in question is 
owned by Elisa Hirt who purchased the home about nine years ago. 

“I was told it was a Sears and Roebuck house,” Hirt said. 
Although she is unsure of the exact date when the house was 

constructed, she did say that on one of the walls in her home was 
written a date from the 1920s. Hirt, who loves history, is in the 
process of restoring her Sears home and preserving some of the 
local history.

HOUSE
FROM PAGEA1

Say hello to our neighbor,    
Jamie Key!

Jamie has been the manager of the Shoe Dept. for over a year 
and loves to help customers find their perfect pair of shoes. 
She was recently new to Gatesville and expressed how welcom-
ing and friendly the community was during her arrival. Her fa-
vorite part of her job is assisting customers and being around 
people. Jamie likes to read The Gatesville Messenger to stay 
informed on the latest events in our community.

If you happen to see Jamie around town, say hello! She is 
one of us!

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Jamie Key

Folksaround town

Sponsored by

FROM MY FRONT PORCH 

Why have some past norms in our       
society become no longer normal? 

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a syndicated colum-
nist and newspaper executive. He is 
also an author, playwright, actor and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

At some level, each resi-
dent who conforms to 
those standards makes a 
small concession of their 
“personal freedom,” but 
for most of us, conforming 
is simply the right thing to 
do. It is what makes our 
society a pleasant and 
happier place to live. 

Wait a minute! I know we 
are in Texas, and I do not 
want anyone to think I am 
advocating the state take 
away personal rights or 
constitutional freedoms. 
I am referring to the little 
things people do to con-
form in order to create a 
polite and functional soci-
ety.  Little things like males 
opening the door for a 
lady or giving up your seat 
so a lady may sit down. 
Respecting your teachers, 
showing kindness to old 
people, and not cutting in 
line at a crowded theater 
or restaurant. There are 
thousands of examples 
from extending your hand 
to shake when meeting a 
stranger to maintaining 
good personal hygiene. All 
those ritualistic sorts of 
things we do to be good 
to our neighbor, and for 
the world we live in to be 
a kinder and more orderly 
place. 

Over the past 10 years 
I have noticed more and 
more societal norms fall-
ing apart. Where once tat-
toos were frowned upon, 
they are now common, 
and not just among the 
young. At one time, to 
wear tattered jeans out in 
public would have been 
an embarrassment, and 
now they are manufac-
tured that way. Once upon 
a time when a relation-
ship came to an end, there 

S
ocial norms are an intricate part of 

any culture. The world needs stan-

dards. Those standards provide 

people with a platform as to what is 

expected from them.  

was the dreaded “breakup 
meeting,” where one party 
would inform the other 
and give their reasons why 
the relationship was end-
ing. I understand that to-
day, many of those meet-
ings are held by text! I am 
not making a judgment 
on these societal changes, 
simply noting change is al-
ways occurring. 

I had a long talk with 
myself and asked if I was 
simply “old” and think-
ing the world was going 
to hell simply because it 
was evolving. While sit-
ting on my deck staring 
out at the water, I deter-
mined my thoughts were 
not the paranoia of some 
old guy fearing change. 
I would like to think I 
welcome societal change 
that improves our world, 
and appreciate each suc-
cessive generation must 
find its own way. No, the 
change that concerns me 
is a change that goes to 
the very heart of each one 
of us — and I see it slowly 
and surely, slipping away. 
Whatever happened in our 
world to make it less kind 
and more confrontational? 

The more I reflected, the 
more disturbed I became. 
What I came to conclude 
was so much of this dete-
rioration comes from our 
leadership. Politics has 
always been a hostile and 
dirty business but some-
where along the line, civil-
ity went out the window. 
No longer can two people 
have different views on an 
issue and remain friends. 
Instead, one casts the 
other as the “enemy.” How 
does that make sense and 
how is that healthy for our 
society? What happened to 

listening to the other side 
and trying to understand? 
When you only know one 
side of an issue you are 
only half smart. Wouldn’t 
it be better to find out 
what we can agree on and 
move from there? 

Our political leaders 
have a strategy. They 
make outrageous state-
ments in order to get a 
response from voters via 
donations to their favorite 
fundraising vehicle. The 
truth is, many politicians 
plan their outrageous and 
inflammatory statements 
around their fundraising, 
knowing the more dra-
matic the statement, the 
more enraged their audi-
ence will be and the more 
money they will receive. 
This is not leadership; it 
is a grift. Let me be clear, 
this happens on both 
sides of the aisle. The pol-
iticians put their own self-
interest above those they 
serve, and they motivate 
their followers in order to 
best serve their interests 
and not the country. This 
filters down from the na-
tional level all the way to 
local politics.  

For many, many years 
our national motto was “E. 
Pluribus Unum” — “out of 
many one,” We celebrated 
our differences and how 
we as a country contained 
many different cultures, 
different backgrounds, 
and different views of 
how the world should 
be. We talked with each 
other and worked to un-
derstand each other, and 
most importantly, found 
ways to compromise. Our 
founding fathers set up 
our system of govern-
ment based on the idea 
compromise was essential 
to good government, and 
probably brought about 
the best course of action 
for society. They knew ex-
treme ideas were seldom 
best whether they came 
from the left or the right. 

I am afraid this divide is 

worse than simply seeing 
politics differently. Our 
people have divided into 
polarized groups who 
not only advocate their 
position is the “only posi-
tion,” but are unwilling to 
talk, negotiate, or come 
off their position. When 
people in their own party 
disagree, they are outcast 
and vilified as some sort 
of traitor to the cause. 
Where does it end?  

Our country has many 
serious issues to face. The 
problems need to be ad-
dressed by all of us work-
ing together, looking for a 
solution rather than seek-
ing political gain or po-
litical blame. It seems to 
me it makes little differ-
ence how we got to where 
we are. We could spend 
the rest of eternity argu-
ing about that, and what 
would we gain?  What we 
need are solutions, and 
those solutions need to be 
in the form of action that 
best serves the entirety 
of our country. It should 
start with the end of name 
calling and blame shifting. 
Let’s start with kindness 
and a willingness to try 
and understand the other 
side.  

If we don’t act soon, our 
new norm will be utter tur-
moil and our own destruc-
tion. Do your part to try 
kindness first and work 
to solve problems, not try 
and make the most noise 
and further divide us. Lets 
make that the new norm! 

Thought for the day; 
One of the toughest things 
for leaders to master is 
kindness. Kindness shares 
credit and offers enthusi-
astic praise for other’s 
work. It is a balancing 
act between being genu-
inely kind and not looking 
weak. Travis Bradberry 

Until next time…I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out! 

 
sam@hcnews.com | 817-

573-7066, ext. 260

County clerk to oversee audio recordings

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The Coryell County Commissioners Court 
recently voted to make the county clerk’s of-
fice the official custodian for all audio re-
cordings of the commissioners court.

The commissioners court voted on the is-
sue following a motion by Pct. 1 Commis-
sioner Kyle Matthews during the April 11 
meeting of the commissioner court.

“We can’t have court without the clerk, 
and I think her office should maintain all re-
cords,” Matthews said.

Commissioner Scott Weddle said during 
the COVID-19 disruptions, he recalled the 
meetings being posted online.

“At one point these meetings were re-
corded and posted on our website,” Weddle 
said. “I have received requests that be done 
again. I think we all agree transparency is 
important. It should be public record — we 
are recording it.”

County Judge Roger Miller said there are 
two factors to consider.

“Number 1, the county clerk is responsible 
for the minutes (detailed notes taken during 
meetings),” Miller said. “The audio record-
ings are mandated for counties of a certain 
size and we have not met that (threshold).”

“I think that threshold has to do with 
whether the meetings have to be streamed 
live,” Matthews said.

Miller said another factor is making sure 
the county funds the clerk’s department 
to make sure she has the tools required to 
maintain the records.

“If the court chose to do that we would 
need to fund a mechanism for that,” Miller 
said.

Matthews then asked County Clerk Jenni-
fer Newton for her thoughts.

“Would you object to being the custodian 
of recordings of the commissioners court?” 
he asked.

“No — it’s within my job responsibilities,” 
Newton said.

Weddle said he would like quicker access 
to the recordings.

“Also, why do we not continue to post that 

on our website?” he asked. “We were doing 
that and it just stopped.”

“I don’t ever recall us posting the audio re-
cordings,” Miller said. “I do know there had 
been an effort to get audio recordings post-
ed, but I don’t know that we ever did that.”

Matthews said his “true concern about the 
custodian or keeper of the records” is that 
it continues to meet legal requirements, and 
that he believed that should be the role of 
the county clerk’s office — the entire depart-
ment — rather than one single person.

“There is a conversion process that goes 
on post meeting,” Miller said. “That can take 
hours but it is available to any member of 
the court or the public within 48 hours.”

Weddle seconded Matthews’ motion to 
make the county clerk’s office the keeper of 
audio recordings.

“Y’all need to set the parameters — we do 
a lot of FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) 
requests, I’m going to assume the county 
judge is doing that for now,” Newton said. 
She added that if her department takes over 
those requests, “it’s a whole different ball 
game. The complaints we get are that y’all 
don’t have microphones — y’all are very 
hard to hear. They probably should be clear.

“The deciding factor is we need to have 
funding (for the recording mechanism and 
microphones) and we would need to put 
them on the website just like the minutes.”

“The county clerk is responsible 

for the minutes. The audio record-

ings are mandated for counties 

of a certain size and we have not 

met that (threshold).”

ROGER MILLER

Coryell County Judge
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GISD approves purchase of protective film for outer windows
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The Gatesville Independent School District approved the 
purchase of resistant film for windows to enhance school 
security during a meeting on April 17.

Yancey Sanderson, executive director of testing and fed-
eral programs, said there are “10 or 11 different require-

ments” to qualify for a grant for the protective film, and 
that “windows are modified so the glass cannot be so easily 
broken. The film goes inside the window. It makes it like a 
car windshield — the glass will break but not fall out, and 
it’s harder to climb through.”

The estimated cost for the film for school windows, which 

will be completely covered by the grant, is about $125,000.
“This film will be in place so that if a bad guy is trying to 

break in, he’ll have a difficult time getting through,” said 
GISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard.

The district chose the better of two bids before approving 
the purchase.

City Council considers continuing work at 2006 Bridge Street
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Although requested to appear before the 
Gatesville City Council providing an update 
every two weeks until work is complete, 
Josiah Wilson, owner of a house at 2006 
Bridge St. that has been declared substan-
dard by the city, did not appear at the April 
11 Council meeting.

Wilson did appear before the Council once 
in March, and the Council opted not to levy 
any additional fines against him at that time.

“Josiah Wilson sent an email to the mayor 
(Gary Chumley) and I,” said Acting City Man-

ager Bill Parry. “He said he has not met with 
the new contractor and said he should have 
the work concluded in 45 days. As you can 
tell, not a lot has gone on in the last two 
weeks.”

Councilman Greg Casey said he had seen 
“a couple of trucks at the house.”

“It appears the new contractor has a sign 
in the yard,” Chumley said. “I think we re-
visit it again in two weeks and look at the 
report.”

Mayor Pro Tem asked, “What if this con-
tinues?”

“We fine him,” Chumley said.
“I say every two weeks there should be a 

sign of progress,” said Councilwoman Bar-
bara Burrow.

Parry said he would notify Wilson that the 
council wants him to appear before them 
and provide an update at the April 25 meet-
ing.

“Do we know what happened to the last 
fine?” Rainer asked.

Parry said Wilson has requested a jury tri-
al on the issue, and that the city judge will 
be the one who imposes the fine, which can 

be for up to $500.
“I can let him know if there’s not signifi-

cant progress made in another two weeks 
(from April 11), another fine could be im-
posed,” Parry said.

Rainer expressed concerns that Wilson 
might not be devoting enough time to get-
ting things resolved.

“I don’t know if he takes us very seriously, 
that’s all,” she said. “I hope we don’t allow it 
to go on for another year and a half.”

GISD approves food contract, new kitchen equipment
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Gatesville Independent School District’s Board of Trust-
ees approved continuing a food service contract with South-
west Foodservice Excellence (SFE) during the April 17 school 
board meeting, and also approved $173,000 to upgrade 
kitchen equipment on GISD campuses.

The contract has also been submitted to the Texas Educa-
tion Agency, said Darrell Frazier, chief financial officer for 
GISD.

“The new contract starts on July 1, 2023 and it is a 
12-month contract,” Frazier said. “It represents an 8.2% in-
crease, which is in line with the 7.65% increase the board 
approved for the current fiscal year. We are requesting a 
contract of about $800,000 for the next fiscal year.”

School Board President Charles Ament noted that Frazier 

has been complimentary of SFE, saying, “You’ve expressed 
your high recommendation of this company.”

“Yes, they’ve done a great job,” Frazier said. “The manager 
on site, Megan Hendricks, is doing an excellent job. We have 
never been in better shape with our food service.”

The district’s food service is managed so well that GISD 
has a balance of more than $1 million, Frazier said, adding 
“we’ve never seen that before.”

Having the surplus in the food service fund is allowing the 
district to purchase new kitchen equipment to replace some 
of the older items on campuses, including some which have 
been in place since the 1980s.

“We are proposing to spend $173,000 out of the balance 
fund,” Frazier said. “Some of the items require TEA (Texas 
Education Agency) approval.

Items being purchased include air fryers, ovens, a dish-
washer and floor cleaner.

“We will replace older equipment and there are also sev-
eral new items,” Frazier said. The large (expense) items will 
be submitted to TEA - a total of $152,000.

“The kitchen staff have done an excellent job with the 
equipment they have.”

GISD has kitchens at five campuses - the primary school, 
elementary, intermediate, junior high and high school.

“It’s stuff that needed to be replaced,” said GISD Superin-
tendent Barrett Pollard.

“Some of the items (in the kitchens) were put in in the 
1980s,” Hendricks said.

$488,099 in Medicaid reimbursements coming to GISD
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The Gatesville Independent School Dis-
trict will receive a payment of $488,099 for 
Medicaid reimbursements for students in 
early 2024, Darrell Frazier, chief financial 
officer for the district, told the GISD Board 
of Trustees at an April 17 meeting.

“It takes a while to get reimbursed from 

the government,” Frazier said. This is one 
payment in a recurring series of payments, 
he noted. “We budget around $700,000 and 
will reduce it to the $650,000 range. They 
have made changes that make it more dif-
ficult to qualify for reimbursement.”

While the number of students being served 
in GISD’s special education programs is ris-

ing, “the Medicaid reimbursement numbers 
are not going up quite as fast,” Frazier said. 
The Medicaid funds help to offset additional 
costs the district incurs in working with spe-
cial education students.

“The special education department works 
very hard documenting all these services,” 
he said. “It’s a big deal, and it takes a lot of 

work on the part of our staff.”
GISD’s Medicaid reimbursement has risen 

steadily over the years.
“When it first started during the 2013-

2014 school year, the district received 
$165,000 (in reimbursements),” Frazier said.

Lions Club Supports CASA

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Charles Talbott, president of the Gatesville Lions Club, presented a check for $200 to Kevin Kyle, executive director of CASA of Bell & 
Coryell Counties, during the April 19 meeting of the club.. CASA, whis is Court Appointed Special Advocates, trains volunteers to help 
represent local children during court hearings. More information about CASA is available at www.casabellcoryell.org or by calling 254-
774-1881.

Staff Reports

Righteous Roots will hold 
a weekly women’s sup-
port group every Thursday, 
which started April 20. The 
group will meet at 6 p.m. at 
the Righteous Roots build-
ing.

This support group is for 
women who need healing 
from past wounds, past or 
present addictions, and life-
gripping situations. It is in-
tended to be a safe space for 
those who have been suffer-
ing physically, mentally, or 

emotionally.
Righteous Roots serves 

individuals who find them-
selves in life crisis because 
of current or past abuse. It is 
their desire to see men and 
women release the life con-
trolling, emotional baggage 
that ties them down through 
healing in Jesus Christ.

Righteous Roots is located 
at 904 E. Leon St. in Gates-
ville.

For more information on 
the women’s support group 
contact Righteous Roots at 
254-651-3600.

Righteous Roots 
starts weekly 
women’s support 
group

Staff Reports

A spelling bee will be 
hosted by Righteous Roots 
for the community’s youth 
on Saturday, April 29. The 
event will begin at 1 p.m. at 
the Gatesville High School 
auditorium and is open to 
second grade through eighth 
grade. The times during the 
event are to be determined 
based on the number of par-
ticipants.

General admission is $10 
per person. There is no cost 
for the participants to sign 
up. The link to the registra-
tion can be found on the 
Righteous Roots Facebook 

page.
There will be a list of spell-

ing words and rules sent to 
the email address attached 
to the registration form.

At the end of the spelling 
bee when there are only two 
spellers left, if one speller 
misspells that word, the 
other speller must spell that 
word correctly, plus one 
more word to be declared 
the winner.

For more information con-
tact Candi Garvin by email at 
cgarvin@gatesvilleisd.org.

Gatesville High School is 
located at 205 South Lovers 
Lane.

Righteous Roots to 
host Spelling Bee 
April 29

Staff Reports

On Saturday, April 1 Don’t 
Mess with Texas began the 
annual trash-off for the en-
tire month of April. Every 
year families, social clubs, 
Adopt-a-Highway groups, 
neighborhoods, and Keep 
Texas Beautiful come to-
gether all over the state join 

forces to pick up litter and 
beautify their communities.

For the month of April, 
an individual or a group 
can participate in the clean-
up of any area around the 
Gatesville community. Take 
a before and after photo and 
tag Keep Gatesville Beauti-
ful on Instagram or Face-
book and your work will be 

shared.
Recommended clean-up 

areas include Business 36 
from Lovers Lane to 36 
(mostly the west side of 
the road), West Main Street 
along the long bridge area, 
South Levita Road near the 
drainage ditch, the empty 
wooded lot next to Cefco lo-
cated at 116 and West Main 

Street, the area behind El Ro-
deo (between El Rodeo and 
Verizon), South Lovers Lane, 
and Old Waco Road.

For more information 
on the monthly litter pick-
up, contact Keep Gatesville 
Beautiful by email at keep-
gatesvillebeautiful@gmail.
com.

Don’t Mess with Texas presents annual trash-off



SATURDAY, Apr. 22, 2023   The Gatesville Messenger    A5
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Congratulations on 
your achievements! 
Remember to take 
life just one pitch at a 
time!

We are so proud of 
you!

Grandma & Grandpa

Joey

2 col. x 4” ad (actual size)

$55.
00

includes colorincludes color

Class of 2023
ATTENTION
Parents, Grandparents, & Loved Ones

Tell your special graduates 
how proud you are of 

them in the special section 
“Class of 2023” to be 
published in The Gatesville 
Messenger May 20, 2023 
and distributed at the 
graduation ceremony.Scan this QR code 

to get started!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE

May 1, 2023

14909 E State Hwy. 36
Jonesboro, TX 76538
(254) 463-2111

Jonesboro ISD
PK and Kindergarten 

Enrollment

In-district students open
April 1, 2023
• • • • • • • • •

Transfer students open  
June 1, 2023

Enrollment packets can be 

picked up at the front office.

Staff Reports

Almond Blossom Minis-
tries will hold a New Mercies 
Conference on Saturday, 
May 13 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The conference will be 
held at the Gatesville Civic 
Center, hosted by Cheyenne 

Kizer, Founder of Almond 
Blossom Ministries.

Pre-registration is online 
at www.almondblossom-
ministries.com. Registra-
tion will cost $45 with lunch 
included and $35 without 
lunch. If you decide to have 
lunch, be sure to choose 

from the listed food choic-
es online while registering. 
Lunch will be provided by 
various local food trucks.

The keynote speaker will 
be Tammy Trent. Trent has 
been ministering to audi-
ences around the world 
through her music and 

speaking since singing her 
first record deal in 1995. In 
early 2023 she became the 
new co-host on LIFE Today 
TV. The conference will also 
feature Shelli Zan, with the 
Impact over Influence pod-
cast. Impact over Influence 
is a non-profit organization 

designed to bring relevant, 
authentic, and relational 
bible study that can be used 
across the world to bring 
people closer to the king-
dom of God.

There will be activities in-
cluding door prizes, goodie 
bags, free coffee, snacks, 

and fellowship. Music will 
be provided by Born to Wor-
ship. Almond Blossom Min-
istries can be contacted by 
email at almondblossom.
ministries@gmail.com. The 
Gatesville Civic Center is 
located at 301 Veterans Me-
morial Loop.

Staff Reports

First Methodist Church of 
Gatesville, 2600 E. Main St., 
will host the National Day of 
Prayer from 7:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Thursday, May 4 in the 
church sanctuary.

The focus will be on prayer 
in general, as well as seven 
specific areas: The church, 
family and marriages, edu-
cation, business, govern-
ment, media, and arts and 
entertainment.

The theme for the 2023 
events is Pray Fervently in 
Righteousness, with the ac-
companying words from 

James 5:16 “The prayer of a 
righteous person is power-
ful and effective.”

The National Day of 
Prayer is an annual day of 
observance held on the first 
Thursday of May, desig-
nated by the United States 
Congress, when people are 
asked “to turn to God in 
prayer and meditation”.

The modern law formal-
izing its annual observance 
was enacted in 1952.

For more information on 
the event nationally, visit 
www.nationaldayofprayer.
org/

National Day of Prayer 
set for May 4

COURTESY PHOTO

National Day of Prayer will be held at First Methodist Church of Gatesville on May 4.

Almond Blossom Ministries presents New Mercies Conference

Submitted article

Cornerstone is celebrat-
ing Heritage Sunday this 
weekend, April 21-23. The 
event begins on Friday at 
7 p.m. with former profes-
sional golfer Kermit Zarley 
as guest speaker.

“The church has a long 
history in Coryell County,” 
pastor Greg Demmitt said. 
“Church of God preachers 
began teaching our perspec-
tive of the Kingdom of God 

on this renewed earth in the 
late 1800s. 

“The church met in a com-
munity building for 20 years 
before building a church 
near the Ater Cemetery. 
The congregation built a 
new building in Gatesville in 
1951 and the current sanc-
tuary was built on the same 
site in 2011.”

On Saturday, Zarley will 
present two sessions on 
prophecy. Other classes will 
focus on Jesus’ life of obe-

dience to God and his sac-
rificial death on behalf of 
those who believe in him. 
At 4 p.m., Seth Ross, execu-
tive director of the Church 
of God General Conference, 
and Mark Cain of the Uni-
tarian Christian Alliance 
will speak about their work 
and discuss having further 
conferences throughout the 
state of Texas.

“We held our first Heri-
tage Sunday back in 2018, 
then another in 2020 just 

before the pandemic im-
pacted almost everything 
we do,” Demmitt said. 
“We’re pleased to get this 
event started again and ex-
pect a good turnout, both 
from our community and 
from folks throughout the 
state of Texas.”

Zarley, who played golf 
for the University of Hous-
ton and co-founded the PGA 
Tour Bible Study, will pres-
ent “Proofs of the Resurrec-
tion” in the Sunday morning 

service at 11 a.m. The con-
ference will conclude with a 
carry-in dinner at noon.

“We’ll also provide lunch 
and dinner on Saturday,” 
Demmitt said. “We won’t 
have an adult Sunday School 
class this weekend but will 
use that time for sharing of 
faith stories and discussing 
the classes from the confer-
ence.”

Zarley will have several 
of his recent books avail-
able for purchase at the 

conference, including a new 
paperback version of The 
Restitution: Biblical Proof 
that Jesus Christ is not God. 
In that book, Zarley argues 
that Jesus is the Messiah of 
Israel and the only begotten 
Son of God.

Cornerstone church is lo-
cated at 338 State School 
Road. The public is invited 
to attend.

Cornerstone church celebrating Heritage Sunday

Submitted article 
Mound Cowboy Church 

will hold a Family Revival on 
Sunday, April 30 at 9 a.m. 
and again Monday, May 1 at 

6 p.m.
Special musical guest will 

be Keron Jackson, described 
as an acclaimed powerhouse 
bass singer with an extraor-

dinary voice and an even 
more incredible story.

The revival will be held in-
side the church at 3075 FM 
931.

Revival set at Mound Cowboy 
Church starting April 30

Staff Reports
The Greenbriar Cemetery 

Association will meet on 
Saturday, May 6 at 9 a.m. at 
Greenbriar Cemetery. The 
association members would 

like everyone who is inter-
ested to attend. If you are 
unable to attend, please con-
sider making a donation for 
the upkeep of the cemetery. 
Remit to “Greenbriar Cem-

etery Sherrie Barton, 2470 
Greenbriar Road, Gatesville, 
Texas 76528.”

For more information con-
tact Sherrie Barton at 254-
865-3341.

May 6 meeting set for Greenbriar 
Cemetery Association

Submitted article
The Turnersville Commu-

nity Center has scheduled 
an emergency meeting at the 
center on Monday, April 24, 
scheduled to start at 6 p.m.  

New board members need 
to be elected to fill vacancies 
due to resignations.  The 
center needs an intact team 
of board members to ensure 
its proper management.  
This meeting is open to the 

Turnersville Community Center 
emergency meeting set

public.
The Turnersville Com-

munity Center is located at 
8115 Farm to Market Rd 182.
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CORNERSTONE

Special guest Kermit Zarley
Former professional golfer and

co-founder of the PGA Tour Bible Study

Friday, April 21
7 pm Worship with Kermit Zarley,  
 faith journey
8 pm Reception

Saturday, April 22
9 am Kermit Zarley, The Late  
 Great Plastic Empire, Pt. 1

Conference Schedule continued

Saturday, April 22
10 am Kevin George, Can a   
 Human Jesus Save Us?
11 am Albert Valdez, faith   
 story
Noon Lunch
1 pm Kegan Chandler, ‘Filial   
 Piety’ as the Essence of  
 Christianity
2 pm Kermit Zarley, The Late   
 Great Plastic Empire, Pt. 2
3 pm David Ash, Dennis Smith,
 others, faith stories

4 pm Mark Cain, UCA, Seth   
 Ross, COG
5:30 pm Spaghetti dinner

Sunday, April 23
10 am Sunday School
11 am Kermit Zarley, Proofs of  
 the Resurrection

Meals provided: Sandwich lunch 
and spaghetti dinner on Saturday; 

Carry-in dinner on Sunday.

RSVP to greg@cornerstonetx.tv 
or call 480.824.8311

338 State School Rd, 
Gatesville, TX 76528

Glenda Brown
Realtor®

254-223-0906

1707 E Main St., Gatesville

Open House

APRIL 22 • 10 A.M.-2 P.M.

107 RIO DRIVE IN GATESVILLE
Refreshments available

For an appointment after hours, call 254-865-5006.

Brenda Thompson
Assistant Vice President/Senior Loan Officer

NMLS#405394

254-702-5110
First National Bank Texas | Member FDIC

Equal Housing Lender | NMLS#402924 

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

With spring weather some-
times being unpredictable 
and approaching summer 
weather elevating wildfire 
risks, Bob Harrell, the Texas 
Division of Emergency Man-
agement liaison for Coryell 
County, offered tips that 
can help people enhance 
their safety.

“I encourage citizens to 
look at their ability to main-
tain themselves for three to 

five days - especially dur-
ing power outages,” Harrell 
said. “They need to make 
sure they have an ample 
supply of water, food, and 
an adequate supply of bat-
teries and medication.

“They should also regis-
ter for CodeRED (a regional 
emergency alert system) and 
keep an eye on weather con-
ditions during storm sea-
son. I encourage everyone 
to look at National Weather 
Service updates and to have 

a weather radio if possible.”
CodeRED registration can 

be done through the Central 
Texas Council of Govern-
ments website at https://
public.coderedweb.com/
CNE/en-US/BFF2144C1EE5.

“In addition to food and 
water, people should have 
a flashlight, games for kids, 
emergency phone numbers 
and the ability to charge cell 
phones, if need be,” Harrell 
said. “You should also find 
the safest location in your 

home, an inner part of the 
house which can be a bath-
room, closet or pantry, and 
seek shelter in case of a tor-
nado. You should practice 
drills and set a location for 
everybody to meet.”

Ahead of fire season Har-
rell said preventive mea-
sures can be taken to pro-
tect people, animals, and 
property. That includes hav-
ing a professional cut limbs 
away from powerlines and 
clearing any brush away 

from your house.
“Make sure smoke detec-

tors and carbon monoxide 
detectors are working prop-
erly and keep a first aid kit. 
You should always have 
plenty of fuel in case you 
need to evacuate,” Harrell 
said. “Also make sure you 
have emergency contact in-
formation. For insurance, 
you should take pictures 
of your property and store 
it on a flash drive you keep 
with you, or on your cell 

phone.”
Knowing how to treat inju-

ries in an emergency is also 
recommended, he said.

“Take a first aid class,” 
Harrell said. “You can check 
with the local hospital or the 
American Red Cross to see 
when they are offered. Ba-
sic first aid goes a long way. 
You can also take an AED 
(automated external defi-
brillator) class, and a CPR 
class. Be a lifesaver.”

Emergency preparation tips offered for spring and summer

COURTESY PHOTO

Jase Jones, age 10, recently shot a wild boar weighing 265 pounds near Purmela. Jones, a student at 
Gatesville Intermediate School, is a son of Matthew and Ashley Jones. They reside in Purmela.

YOUTH SHOOTS 265-POUND WILD BOAR 

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Riding Club 
is planning to host a Playday 
Saddle Series on Saturday, 
May 6. Books will open at 9 
a.m.

Saddle is a high point for 
all ages. Buckles will be giv-
en to first and second place. 
Prizes will be awarded to 
first through fifth place.

Events will include poles, 

straights, clover leaf barrels, 
and speed barrels. Lead line 
will have a $25 office fee 
and will begin at 10 a.m.

The nomination fee will 
cost $25, exhibitions will be 
$5, the office fee will be $10, 
and all events will cost $8.

Contestants must be pres-
ent and participate in four 
out of five playdays, enter 
all events, and pay the one-
time nomination fee of $25 

to qualify for end-of-series 
awards. Participants will be 
allowed to pay it forward for 
one playday that is missed. 
The rules of physically at-
tending four out of five will 
still apply.

For more information 
contact Ladonna Faber at 1 
(254) 493-8954. The Gates-
ville Riding Club Arena is 
located at 301 Veterans Me-
morial Dr. in Gatesville.

Gatesville Riding Club to host 
Playday Saddle Series May 6

Staff Reports

The town of Oglesby will 
hold a community-wide ga-
rage sale on Saturday, April 
29. Sales will begin at 8 a.m., 
unless announced otherwise 

at the Oglesby Community 
Center, located at 118 Main 
Street in Oglesby, and indi-
vidual houses around the 
center.

The deadline to be in-

cluded in the advertising for 
garage sales was Thursday, 
April 21.

For more information, text 
254-424-4067.

Oglesby community-wide    
garage sale set for April 29

Submitted Item

Pearl Community Center’s 

quarterly meeting will be 
Monday, April 24 at 6:30 
p.m. Anyone with business 

to bring before the board 
may contact Connie at 254-
223-0621.

Pearl Community Center to hold 
quarterly meeting April 24

20 YEARS AGO (2003)
Several Jonesboro High 

School students held a bake 
sale to raise money for their 
junior-senior prom. Erin 
Lord and Karri Miller vis-
ited downtown merchants 
in Gatesville to peddle their 
baked goods.

Coryell County Judge John 
Hull signed a proclamation 
designating the week of 
April 27 to May 4 as Soil and 
Water Stewardship Week in 
the county.

Emily Bates, daughter of 
Bob and Ann Bates of Gates-
ville, was among the fall 
graduates of Baylor Univer-
sity. She received a bachelor 
of arts degree in communi-
cations with a minor in the-

ater.
Jamie Barron, a junior at 

Jonesboro High School, had 
been selected to attend the 
2003 Congressional Student 
Leadership Conference in 
Silver Spring, Maryland.

Lute Sullins, a freshman, 
and Cindy House, a senior, 
were presented the Tiger 
Award at the Oglesby Par-
ent-Teacher Organization 
(PTO) awards ceremony.
30 YEARS AGO (1993)

Linda Moten was a can-
didate for the GISD school 
board. She was a nine-year 
resident of Gatesville and 
had been employed as se-
nior warden at the Hilltop 
Unit.

Judge Larry McDonald of 

Gatesville had been certi-
fied at a 20-hour Justice of 
the Peace seminar held in 
Dallas. McDonald served as 
JP for Precinct 3 in Coryell 
County.

The Alpha Eta Chi sorority 
was distributing fans at the 
Gatesville Chamber of Com-
merce and Agribusiness’ an-
nual Shivaree. Jamie Whitt, 
a student at GHS, drew the 
winning logo for the fans.

Floyd and Mary Woodall 
celebrated their 50th an-
niversary. Floyd Woodall 
and the former Mary Sydow 
were married May 1, 1943, 
in Brownwood.

Nancy Dowdy, one of three 
local golfers, claimed hon-
ors as the overall winner in 

the ladies’ golf tournament 
held at the Gatesville Coun-
try Club. She was the overall 
high-point performer.
40 YEARS AGO (1983)

Melanie Jones was named 
as the valedictorian and Lisa 
Davis as the salutatorian 
for Gatesville High School’s 
Class of 1983. High honor 
boy among the seniors was 
Larry Bartlett.

Jimmy Dale Gartman and 
Kim McCoy won the royal 
title of Mr. and Miss GHS 
for 1983 at the ninth annual 
Crescent-sponsored school 
pageant held in the high 
school auditorium.

Gatesville twirling stu-
dents of Mrs. Liz Quicksall 
captured a galaxy of honors 

in a non-sanctioned twirling 
contest at China Spring High 
School.

Don Glass, acting presi-
dent, was elected president 
of the newly formed Gates-
ville Exchange Club. Glass 
and other officers were in-
ducted by Dean Allison.

Smoky Moore, noted 
rattlesnake handler from 
Gatesville, was to be in 
charge of rattlesnake shows 
at Laredo’s third annual 
Frontier Days.
50 YEARS AGO (1973)

Gatesville’s school board 
divided the old public school 
campus on College Hill con-
taining 4.6 acres into four 
tracts for sale purposes. 
Bids could be made in Supt. 

Charles Zeigler’s office.
Rev. Jerry Raines was 

named the new pastor at 
Live Oak Baptist Church. 
Rev. Raines, his wife Sue, 
and their son Jayson moved 
to Fort Gates from Lometa 
where he pastored the First 
Baptist Church.

The county purchased a 
new 1973 model sedan for 
Sheriff Winfred Cummings’ 
department with a bid of 
$3,596 from Miller Motor 
Company.

Jonesboro High School’s 
Future Farmer pasture and 
range judging team placed 
fourth in the state contest 
held at Tarleton State Uni-
versity, advancing them to 
the national competition.

Whatever happened to…



Submitted by Shirleen 
Chandler

United Women in Faith 
met on Tuesday, April 11 
in the banquet room of the 
Methodist Church in Gates-
ville. Sixteen members were 
present, including one new 
member, Cindy Martin. 
Hostesses were Melinda Ivy 
and Linda Maxwell.

Patsy Smart, president, 
began the meeting by lead-
ing in the blessing. During 
refreshments, Linda Klontz 
led members in choosing 

a new prayer partner. Fol-
lowing refreshments, Smart 
thanked the hostesses and 
read The Purpose. Mary Beth 
Rivers read from the daily 
prayer guide and Velva Rid-
dle read from the response 
magazine.

Doris Nichols presented 
the program from our book 
“Who Can We Be Together?” 
The session comes from 
Luke 13:18-19, where Jesus 
compared the kingdom of 
God to a grain of mustard 
seed, which when planted 
grew to be a great tree with 

lots of room for bird nests. 
Nichols gave each member 
some mustard seeds, point-
ing out how tiny they are. 
The seeds can blow over to 
the neighborhoods with new 
trees springing up. Mem-
bers were asked to think 
about all the people in our 
community who we can in-
fluence with the gospel of 
Jesus. Shirleen Chandler led 
the group in singing “Have 
Thine Own Way, Lord.”

President Smart called the 
business meeting to order 
and read a thank-you note 

from a recipient of our re-
cent gifts. In unfinished 
business, Carol Dildine re-
ported that they have three 
graduating seniors: Siera 
Haney, William Herrington 
Farrell, and Kaydee Palady.

Sunday, May 21, was cho-
sen to honor the seniors, 
during the 10:30 a.m. ser-

vice. Members discussed 
gifts that would be given to 
each graduate. In new busi-
ness, Chandler reminded 
members that the group is 
a mission organization and 
suggested donating to a 
couple of mission projects 
with some of the funds. 
Members approved of the 

projects.
The meeting adjourned 

with the benediction.

SALE EVERY SAT.  • CATTLE AT NOON

Saturday, April 15, 2023 
Jody & Robin Thomas • (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 210-265 
300-400 lb. 210-265 
400-500 lb. 200-260
500-600 lb. 195-240
600-700 lb. 180-215
700-800 lb. 165-195
No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 185-240
300-400 lb. 190-235    
400-500 lb. 185-230
500-600 lb. 175-210
600-700 lb. 155-185
700-800 lb. 140-165
Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 92-110
Low Yielding 70-85       
Fats 90-103
Thin & Shelly 45-65
Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 95-128
Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1600-2250
Young Fair 1250-1600
Aged Pairs Split
Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 750-1650
Number of Head 1195

HERD SELL OUT
SATURDAY, APRIL 22ND

Approximately
20 - 2nd calf pairs
30 - 2nd calf cows

30 - 5 yr. old to solid 
mouth pairs

40 - 5 yr. old to solid 
mouth cows

To be pregnancy tested/aged 
and sold in uniform groups.

Cows are 85% black.
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24 Hour Red Dyed

Farm Diesel

Unleaded & Clear Diesel

8-5, M-F

254-675-8107

BULK DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

MyattFuels.net

202 N. Ave B • ON THE TRACKS

Clifton, TX

MARSHA LEE
Contributing writer

On April 8, members of 
The Morris Federation en-
joyed a program presented 
by Bronwen Kirby of Waco. 
Bronwen said she remem-
bers being attracted to the 
violin (or violin music) from 
the time she was a year old. 
Her first complete sentence, 
uttered before she was two, 
was not as you might imag-
ine her saying, “I love you, 
mommy (or daddy),” but 
rather it was, “I want to play 
violin.” As a child, she re-
members making her own 
violins out of cardboard, 
using rubber bands for the 
strings. By age five, she was 
beginning to play the violin. 
Amazingly, at twelve, under 
the instruction of Timothy 
Johnson, she was learning 
how to make real violins. 
She graduated from Central 
Texas Strings Academy last 
year. She also plays piano 
and organ, but the violin is 
her favorite instrument. She 
has been home schooled and 
will graduate this spring. 
Then she plans to enroll at 
Baylor University, where her 
father is a math professor.

She entertained the Mor-
ris Federation audience with 
a variety of violin pieces, 
played on a violin she made 
for herself. Her first number 
was a classical arrangement 
by Johannes Sebastian Bach. 
It was representative of the 

1700s, a combination of 
classical and church music.

Another selection was en-
titled “Si Bheag, Si Mhor,” a 
beautiful 17th century Irish 
air, usually played simply 
and leisurely, somewhat like 
a waltz. It is attributed to 
Turbough O’Carolan, a blind 
harpist and singer, consid-
ered by many to be one of 
Ireland’s greatest compos-
ers. The title means “So 
Big, So Small,” and seems 
to have some relationship 
to legends about the hills 
that were home to mythi-
cal fairies. Having spent 
three months in England 
at age eleven, Bronwen was 
inspired by folk tunes from 
English, Irish, Scottish, 
Welsh, and Celtic origins. 

Bronwen added what she 
called a “fun selection” (a 
dance) from Spanish origin. 
It was lively, and she said 
she often played it at par-
ties or when friends get to-
gether.

“The Orange Blossom Spe-
cial” was her next piece, a 
classic American tune. The 
Orange Blossom Special was 
a deluxe passenger train on 
Seaboard Air Lines Railways. 
It ran from New York City 
to Miami, Florida, but only 
during the winter months.  
It was a standard bluegrass 
song, written in 1935 by 
Ervin Rouse. It was first re-
corded by Chubby Wise, 

then by Bill Monroe in 1942 
and Johnny Cash in 1965. 
It was often referred to as 
“the fiddle player’s national 
anthem.” Bronwen’s version 
took some elements from 
each of these versions and 
then added some of her own 
elements.

The final number Bronwen 
played was “Love’s Sorrow,” 
written by Austrian Ameri-
can composer, Fritz Kreisler. 
Entitled Liebesleid, it is a set 
of three short pieces: “Love’s 
Joy,” “Love’s Sorrow,” and 
“Lovely Rosemary.” “Love’s 
Sorrow” is an emotional 
and remorseful piece in the 
waltz genre. 

The title of Bronwen’s 
program came from a poem 
by Myra Brooks Welch. The 
poem tells of a battered, 
dusty old violin that is about 
to be sold as the last item at 
an auction for a pittance, un-
til a violinist steps out of the 
audience and plays the in-
strument, demonstrating its 
beauty and true value. The 
violin then sells for $3,000 
instead of a mere $3. What 
made the difference was the 
touch of the master’s hand. 
(The poem goes on to com-
pare the violin to the life of a 
sinner that is touched by the 
hand of God). In this case, 
it is indeed Bronwen’s hand 
that makes the violin come 
alive.

Items we will have in-
clude a quilt rack with quilt 
tops, quilts, two dining 
room tables, coffee tables, 
end tables, boxes of Amish 

United Women in Faith held monthly meeting April 11

COURTESY PHOTO

Bronwen Kirby, playing a violin she made herself, entertains members of the Morris Federation.

“The Touch of the Master’s Hand”

PEARL NEWS

It’s Pearl Community Center Flea Market weekend
BY BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

Christian books, and a lot of 
exceptional glassware and 
jewelry. Also, two trailers of 
furniture and other house-
hold items — take what you 

want, pay what you want. 
The trailers will be parked in 
front of the cabin.

Additionally, the following 
items will be available inside 
the bookstore:

*8 pair of women’s crop 
pants, white, size 28W;

*9 pair of men’s Columbia 
shorts, size 40W;

*2 men’s sweaters, 1 gray, 
1 blue, from Nordstrom’s;

*1 Men’s dress suit, Hart, 
Schaffner, and Marx from 
Dillard’s, blue, size 44 short;

*1 Tan men’s dress suit, 
Hart, Schaffner, and Marx 
from Dillard’s, size 44 short;

*1 Dark blue men’s dress 
suit, Hart, Schaffner, and 
Marx from Nordstrom’s, size 
44 short;

*1 Men’s brown tweed 

sports jacket, American In-
ternational Sports, Dillard’s, 
size 44;

*2 sacks of very nice men’s 
and women’s socks;

*A Singer sewing machine 
in a wooden case;

*A very old Singer sewing 
machine in a black case, in 
pristine condition;

*2 full-size beds with mat-
tresses (both have head-
boards);

*A mixer;
*A waffle maker
Of course, the usual book-

store items and more than 
6,000 books will be avail-
able at those times as well. 
For more information, please 
contact Linda Ray at 254-
865-9282 or Kay Pruett at 
254-865-5864.

Just two weeks after the 
flea market, the next Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore Day hap-
pens on May 6. That’s twice 
in two weeks that you can go 
to the book cottage to stock 
up on summer reading mate-
rial. And, you can visit with 
the cheerful bookstore ladies 
who not only love to see you, 
but they also cherish your 
visits. Remember, you never 
know what you might find at 
the Pearl Book Cottage. All 
proceeds go to support the 
Bookstore’s local charities.

Pearl Church of Christ has 
announced its annual Vaca-
tion Bible School dates — 
May 29 through June 2, 9 
a.m. until noon. Please share 
this information with all 
your friends and family. Ev-

eryone is welcome! 
This week’s Bible verse 

comes from Ephesians 4:15-
16: Rather, speaking the 
truth in love, we are to grow 
up in every way into Him 
who is the head, into Christ, 
from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love . (NIV)

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page, and the Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore and Re-
sale Shop Facebook page. 
Please send any Pearl news 
to betsyclark47@yahoo.com.

D
on’t Forget that April 21 and 22 are the 

dates for the Pearl Community Cen-

ter Flea Market. Also, the Pearl Cottage 

Bookstore and Resale Shop will have a 

big indoor/outdoor sale.

BY JOYCE PRUITT

Cake

Cream sugar, Crisco, and butter. Add eggs one at a time. Add flour with baking powder 
and alternate flour with milk. Add lemon, almond extract and nutmeg. Pour into greased 
and floured bundt pan. Cook 1 hour at 300 or until toothpick comes out clean. Turn onto 
cake plate and then drizzle with glaze.

Glaze
½ c. sugar
½ c. lemon juice
½ cup orange juice
Dissolve sugar in lemon and orange juice. Drizzle over hot cake.

RECIPE

This recipe appeared in the “Methodist Best” cookbook in 2008. The Gatesville Messenger 
is running a series of recipes from that cookbook. If your church has a cookbook, or if you 
would like to submit your own recipe of a favorite dish for possible publication, please email 
it to: editor@gatesvillemessenger.com

Granny’s Lemon Pound Cake

1 stick of butter 1 tsp. baking powder      ½ T. almond extract
1 c. Crisco  3 c. flour      ½ T. nutmeg
2 2/3 c. sugar  5 eggs
1 c. sweet milk  1 ½ T. lemon extract



Staff Reports

Coryell County 4-H recent-
ly announced the results 
from the educational pre-
sentation that was held on 
Monday, April 10 at the Hay 
Valley Baptist Church. 

An educational presen-

tation is a way to increase 
public speaking skills. It 
provides 4-H members with 
the opportunity to get up in 
front of other 4-H members 
and adults and showcase 
their knowledge.

The results for the Clover 
Kid and Junior age divisions 

include Mackinlee Martin in 
the horse category who won 
the blue award, in the ani-
mal science category Mary 
Mitchell won first place, 
Thomas Brookshire won 
first place in an open cat-
egory, Pete Wallace won sec-
ond place in an open catego-
ry, and Eve Fulton won first 
place in an open category.

For the Intermediate age 
division, in the animal sci-
ence category Lillie Mann 
won first place and Makaylie 
Williams won second place, 

in the beef category Lilly 
Kinsey won first place, In 
the health and wellness cat-
egory Anna Mcpherson won 
first place and Jozie Wolff 
won second place, in the 
horse category Allie Mcpher-
son won first place, Clancy 
Archie won first place in 
an open category, Chelsea 
Johnson won second place 
in an open category, Bailey 
Wolff won third place in an 
open category, and in the 
safety and injury prevention 
category Kace Laster won 

first place.
Senior age division results 

include Clayton Gregory 
in the agriculture tech and 
farm safety category who 
won first place, in the ani-
mal science category Zak 
Huckabee won first place, 
in the beef category Jeret 
Burks won first place and 
Lane Kinsey won second 
place, in the horse category 
Kinsley Mcpherson won first 
place, Chase Janke won first 
place in an open category, in 
the agriculture category Ca-

leb Mannix won first place 
and Lane Brookshire won 
second place, in the safety 
and injury prevention cat-
egory Cayleigh Coursey won 
first place and Kinlee Gard-
ner won second place, and 
in the health and wellness 
category Zoee Gribble won 
first place, Hadleigh Ament 
won second place, and Matti 
Mann won third place.

Coryell County 4-H can be 
reached at 254-865-2414.
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O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 4/19/23).......

$1991.30
SILVER (XAG/USD 4/19/23)..........

$25.22

Join us to explore the 

educational career opportunities 

available in a correctional facility. 

INFORMATIONAL 

CAREER TOUR

For more information or to request a different  

date, contact Regional Principal Azure Mach (936) 577-8244.

  Woodman Campus

 Gatesville Area

 Friday, April 28, 2023

 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Scan Here To Register

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
April 12

12:39 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
100 block of Chicktown 
Road.

1:48 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
2400 block of E. Main Street.

4:43 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 4300 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.
April 13

8:30 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1600 block of 
Oak Park Circle.

9:27 a.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 1400 block of 
W. Main Street.

2:53 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Valley View Drive.

April 14
10:32 a.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 2600 
block of Mears Drive.

1:45 p.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 100 
block of N. 30th Street.

3:39 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1700 block 
of W. Main Street.
April 15

9:24 a.m., illegal dumping 
was reported in the 1700 
block of E. Main Street.

10:15 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 1700 block 
of Bridge Street.

5:44 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Andrews Street.
April 16

9:51 a.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 200 block of 

Old Osage Road.
2:41 p.m., animal cruelty 

was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

10:04 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 
block of Golf Course Road.
April 17

6:07 a.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 100 
block of Avenue E.

3:56 p.m., a hit and run ac-
cident was reported in the 
800 block of E. Main Street.

4:15 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
500 block of S. 6th Street.
April 18

5:40 a.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 100 
block of Avenue E.

6:31 a.m. criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 

100 block of Dora’s Lane.
10:02 p.m., suspicious ac-

tivity was reported in the 
500 block of Bridge Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
April 12

7:25 a.m., a minor acci-
dent was reported in the 
300 block of CR 137.

8:31 a.m., stolen property 
was reported in the 3300 
block of CR 265.

5:51 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2900 block of 
Popular Drive.
April 13

7:46 a.m., a minor acci-
dent was reported in the 100 
block of College Avenue.

3:52 p.m., criminal tres-

pass was reported in the 
200 block of Julia Drive.

6:52 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Liberty Street.
April 14

8:00 a.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported on the 
Gatesville ISD campuses.

1:46 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
200 block of Harrel Drive.

3:42 p.m., a major acci-
dent was reported on FM 
116 and W. Main Street.
April 15

9:32 a.m., a major acci-
dent was reported in the 
10000 block of FM 107.

9:52 a.m., mailbox dam-
age was reported in the 700 
block of Thomas Street.

3:52 p.m., an out-of-con-

trol child was reported in 
the 300 block of FM 107.
April 16

8:23 a.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 200 
block of Old Osage Road.

6:25 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in 
the 500 block of FM 1602.

10:50 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 1700 block 
of CR 269.
April 17

9:33 a.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 2700 block 
of Bradford Drive.

2:07 p.m., a neighbor dis-
pute was reported in the 
2700 block of Tanglewood 
Drive.

6:05 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 600 block of 
Thomas Street.

Robert Lee “Uncle Bob” 
Saunders was an early-day 
resident of Gatesville and the 
son of one of Gatesville’s ear-
ly business pioneers. Born in 
1880 in Gatesville, Uncle Bob 
had many memories and 
stories from his childhood 
which, later in life, he put 
in writing during the 1940s 
and 1950s for The Gatesville 
Messenger in a weekly col-
umn titled “Down Memory 
Lane.”

According to John Frank 
Post, editor of the Gatesville 
Messenger from 1946-1978, 
“Mr. Saunders composed his 
Down Memory Lane columns 
from his West Main Street 
home in the shadow of the 
county courthouse dome. 
Deadline time would find him 
hunched square-shouldered 
over his small desk pecking 
away at his typewriter.” Post 
continued, “disdaining the 
rules of grammar and po-
litical correctness, he wrote 
like he talked – straight 
and plain-speaking. He was 

spared any tedious research, 
as his gifted memory sup-
plied him with facts that he 
could weave into his own in-
imitable embroidery, using 
colorful anecdotes, local his-
tory, and happenings. Yes, 
Uncle Bob knew how to juice 
up a story.”

Post recalled that the 
“Down Memory Lane” col-
umn was a hit with the read-
ers of the newspaper from 
the beginning. Post said that 
Uncle Bob’s close friends felt 
he viewed his writing as a 
“gift to his generation and 
a legacy to generations to 
come.”

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The following is an ex-

cerpt of Uncle Bob’s Down 
Memory Lane column that 
appeared in the July 23, 
1948, edition of The Gates-
ville Messenger:

Recalls Camp meetings
I remember them camp 

meetings I used to go to 
when I was a kid – some-
times over to Straw’s Mill on 

the river but most times to 
Farmer Springs on Hinson 
Creek. I remember them 
old brush arbors with clean 
oat straw on the ground 
so that when the kids got 
sleepy, they could take a 
nap in all the comfort. The 
sermons was kinder dry and 
the prayers purty long, but 
when them folks got to sing-
ing and shouting, it made 
up for that long sermon, for 
they shore would git happy.

Down on Old Coryell 
Creek (July 30, 1948)

There was a feller tell-
ing me the other day about 
some old feller that is going 
around talking about the 
folks that settled on Coryell 
Creek in an early day. Ac-
cording to this old feller, the 
Hard Shell Baptists (Primi-
tive) country down on the 
creek away from the Indians, 
put them good little farms 
in cultivation, and raised 
several good crops. Then 
they sorter neglected their 
crops when it came time to 

have the social on and foot-
washings, lost several crops 
and when others moved into 
the country and took over, 
they run Uncle Henry Franks 
and Uncle Jasper Chambers 
and the rest of the brethren 
back into the hills. The Hard 
Shell Brothers have been in 
the mountains ever since, 
and of course the descen-
dants of J.M. Davidson and 
Frank Martin sitting in the 
saddle on Coryell Creek.

Now I ain’t talked to this 
old feller, and don’t know 
who he is. He could be right; 
it was before my time, for I 
don’t remember when the 
Hard Shell Brethren were 
on the creek. Uncle Henry 
Franks has been living on 
the mountain to the east of 
Gatesville for many years, 
and Uncle Jasper Cham-
bers has been living in the 
mountains to the west of 
Gatesville long before the 
cedar brakes caught on fire. 
All I know for certain is that 
when that old feller was a-

talking about the Hard Shell 
Baptist folks, he was talk-
ing about the best bunch 
of folks we ever had in the 
country.

They were the Salt of the 
Earth, for they paid all their 
obligations in full, both to 
their fellow man and to their 
Lord. If that old feller is right 
about them losing a crop or 

two on account of Socia-
tion, you can bet your bot-
tom dollar they weren’t no-
body hurt, for if they didn’t 
pay their store account the 
same year it was made, they 
would pay it the next year. 
In my business experience, 
I never heard of a bank or 
merchant losing any money 
on a Hard Shell Baptist.

“Logan never married,” 
said Joan Smith, Rusk Coun-
ty historian.  “He lived in the 
house until he died in 1905.  
Dave and his wife raised 
nine children in the house.”

Remembering Uncle Bob

PHOTO COURTESY OF  SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM

In the early days, before formal country church buildings were es-
tablished, brush arbors were built for worshippers to gather in for 
services and camp meetings.

The DISPATCH

The following is a partial breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of April 12 – 18. People are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, 
while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

Coryell County 4-H announces Educational Presentation results

Henderson’s historic landmark

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is a  
newspaper columnist and producer 
of The Sound of Texas radio series.

The Howard brothers 
manufactured bricks behind 
the house and the kiln was 
sort of a tourist attraction.  
People from all over the 
county went to see it in op-

eration. 
“A well near the outdoor 

kitchen was lined with How-
ard bricks,” Smith said.  
“There are still several build-
ings standing in Henderson 
that were built with Howard 
bricks.  The courthouse that 
was built in 1870 was built 
with Howard bricks.”

The Howard house had 
several fireplaces.  It was 
the first one in Henderson to 
have plastered walls.  Smith 
said that the plaster was 
made of some unusual in-
gredients: egg whites, honey, 
and flour.

“It was unique in many 
ways,” Smith noted. “It was 
the first house in Henderson 

built of bricks and was one 
of the first houses in Hen-
derson with indoor plumb-
ing.”

There was an aerial foot-
bridge that went from the 
Howard house across the 
busy street below to the 
house across the street.

“One of the frequent visi-
tors here was Sam Hous-
ton. Martha Howard was a 
cousin.  A trunk in the house 
belonged to Sam Houston,” 
Smith said.

The Howard family lived 
in the house for 50 years.  
Then the Dickinson fam-
ily bought it and lived in it 
for 50 years.  They built an 
addition that was used as a 

boarding house for workers 
in the East Texas oil field.  
After the Dickinsons moved 
out in the 1950s the house 
stood vacant for years.  A 
businessman, Homer Bryce, 
bought it and sold it to the 
county historical group for 
$1, with the stipulation it 
be restored.  Fundraising 
started, grant money came 
in, and the house opened to 
the public for tours in 1967.

“We try to have it open on 
the second and fourth Satur-
day of each month,” Smith 
said. “Or if you call, we can 
arrange a tour.  We’re also 
on Facebook.”

Joan chairs the Rusk 
County Historical Com-

mission. She noted that the 
house has period furniture, 
some of it original.  It also 
has an organ that one of the 
Howard daughters played.

“The house is really fa-
mous, and it photographs re-
ally well,” Smith said. “It has 
some rare architectural fea-
tures for the day like a sec-
ond story balcony that has no 
supports under it.”

Two people died in the 
house — one by accident, one 
by suicide.   Some people say 
the house is haunted and that 
some of the former residents 
still live there.  

“In the fall, around Hallow-
een we offer haunted hay-
rides,” Smith added.

L
ogan and Dave Howard were early carpen-

ters in Henderson who designed and built 

a beautiful six-room brick house on the 

city’s main thoroughfare in 1858.
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Use Seal ‘N Heal on cats, 
dogs, & horses to seal cuts & 
scratches with a bitter taste to 
prevent gnawing, allow heal-
ing. Coryell Feed & Supply 
865-6315 or (www.fleabea-
con.com) 00030036

019

Lawn & Garden
 

Troy Bilt Chipper FOR 
SALE! 12 HP, $700, near 
Turnersville. 254-776-2046 
or 254-749-5899 00030045

Central Texas Landscaping 
& Services, LLC: Mowing, 
Landscaping, Brush Clearing, 
Trash Clean Up, Pipe Fence 
Painting (Ospho), Road Instal-
lation. John Capella, 254-216-
3684. Licensed & Insured.
 

DAY WORK AND HORSE 
TRAINING!
Penning, hauling, doctoring, 
catching cattle, colt starting, 
tuning, and problem horses. 
936-222-9721

 

 

25 CENT SALE! Tues, 04/25-
Sat, 04/29. The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main. Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-
5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-
3p.m. 00030028

 

SALE: Home furnishings, 
furniture, miscellaneous. In-
cludes dropleaf Duncan Fyffe 
dining table, bookcases, chests 
of drawers. Saturday, April 
29, 8a.m.-2p.m. at 314 Baize 
Drive, Gatesville. 00030050

 

MOVING SALE! Saturday, 
April 29, 7 a.m. to noon. 113 
N. 29th Street 00030055

RAIN OR SHINE! Big 7-
Family Garage Sale. 5275 TX 
236 Hwy., Moody, TX 76557. 
Thurs., April 27, 8:30-6:00, 
Friday, April 28, 8:30-6:00. 
00030056

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• Occupational Therapist – PRN

• Activity Director – FT; CNA preferred

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for Charge 
Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS
8-hour shifts for select positions

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

   with on the job training!
  

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   

Copperas Cove, and Hamilton
• RN Case Manager – FT

Infection Prevention:
•

Infection Control & Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT

• Pain Management CCMA – FT,   
Travel Required

• Quick Care Registration Clerk –  
  Thurs. - Fri. 8am-8pm, Sat. 8am-6pm
• Referral Clerk - FT

Culinary: 

preferred
• Cook Assistant – FT, Competitive Pay 

EMS:
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – FT Nights 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• RN – PRN all shifts

Health Information Management:

LAB:
• MLT – PRN
• Phlebotomist – FT

Material Management:  
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 
• Maintenance Assistant – FT

Med Surg:

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH MRT & 

• Cath Lab Tech – FT, 
*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Dialysis Center:  
• Social Worker – FT Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm 
• RN Charge Nurse – FT Mon, Wed & 

Fri, 4:45am-8:00pm
• Patient Care Tech. I & II – FT

Surgery: 

• Operating Room Technician - FT

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental.
254-383-3305 or 254-404-
3367.

FERGUSON ROOFING:
Locally owned company 
serving all Cen-Tex area. 
Commercial and Residen-
tial. Free Estimates 254-
466-5128.
00030012

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-
off container rentals. Ofc. 
(254) 463-4988/Cell (254) 
206-1512. drycreektrash-

service.com 00030013

HUNT FENCING: Farm 
& Ranch Fence, Residen-
tial, Corrals, Automatic 

Solar Gates, Custom 
Entryways & Gates, Weld-
ing Projects. John Hunt, 
Owner, (254)248-2613

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry, 254-248-
2205/Joyce, 254-248-4318. 

CENTRAL TX REMOD-
ELING & HANDYMAN: 
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 00030018

Kenneth Russell Shred-
ding Service: small or 
large acreage. Call 254-
223-3119. 00030030

015

Farm & Ranch

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

Advertise Your

Business or Event

STATEWIDE

Regional ads available

Contact this newspaper

for more information

000-000-0000

ONE CALL

ONE LOW 

PRICE

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

Need to
Place a

Classified
Ad?

Call 865-5212
116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX
(on the square)

045

Services

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00030014

045

Services

060

Garage Sale

099

Public Notices

Evant I.S.D. is currently ac-
cepting bids for the mowing 
of all school owned property 
to include the main campus, 
football complex (excluding 
the actual football field), and 
track complex. All services to 
complete the work will be pro-
vided by the contractor. Please 
contact Director of Operations 
Steve Adcock for specifica-
tions before submitting a bid. 
To submit a bid, please send 
it to Evant ISD at 339 Mem-
ory Lane, Evant, TX 76525 or 
hand-deliver to the Evant ISD 
superintendent’s office at 339 
Memory Lane, Evant, TX. Be 
sure to include a copy of the 
business liability insurance 
with the bid. The deadline to 
turn in a bid is 10:00 a.m. on 
May 8, 2023. Proposals will 
be reviewed at the May school 
board meeting at 339 Memory 
Lane, Evant. The trustees of 
the school reserve the right 
to reject any and all proposals 
and to accept any proposals 
deemed most advantageous to 
Evant I.S.D., as well as nego-
tiate with successful bidders 
as deemed advisable.  
00030056

Evant I.S.D. is currently ac-
cepting sealed bids for the re-
placement of all exterior doors 
at the school. All services to 
complete the work will be 
provided by the contractor. 
Please contact Director of 
Operations Steve Adcock for 
specifications before submit-
ting a bid. To submit a bid, 
please send it to Evant ISD at 
339 Memory Lane, Evant, TX 
76525 or hand-deliver it to the 
Evant ISD superintendent’s 
office at 339 Memory Lane, 
Evant, TX. Clearly mark “Ex-
terior Doors” on the front of 
a sealed envelope. For addi-
tional information, you may 
contact Steve Adcock at 254-
471-5536. The deadline to 
turn in a bid is 10:00 a.m. on 
May 10, 2023. Proposals will 
be reviewed at the May school 
board meeting at 339 Memory 
Lane, Evant. The trustees of 
the school reserve the right 
to reject any and all proposals 
and to accept any proposals 
deemed most advantageous to 
Evant I.S.D., as well as nego-
tiate with successful bidders 
as deemed advisable.  
00030043
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Proposal Notice for Entry 
Resistant Film: The Gates-
ville Independent School 
District (ISD) will accept 
competitive sealed proposals 
for materials and installation 
of entry resistant film at all 
GISD facilities (High School, 
Junior High,
Intermediate, Elementary, Pri-
mary, DAEP, SCGC, Tech-
nology building, and the Cen-
tral Administration building) 
until 10:00 AM on Monday, 
May 8, 2023.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting 
and onsite inspection of the 
project is scheduled for 9:00 
AM on April 24, 2023. Bid-
ders will meet at the GISD 
Central Administration Build-
ing at 311 S. Lovers Lane, 
Gatesville, Texas.
Proposals can be mailed to 
Gatesville ISD, attention 
Yancey Sanderson, 311 S. 
Lovers Lane, Gatesville, Tex-
as 76528. Please mark your 
sealed bid “Entry Resistant 
Film.” Proposals will be
opened and read aloud at 
10:00 AM on Monday, May 
8, 2023. Tabulations of the 
proposals will be made and 
presented to the School Board 
for action at 5:30 PM on May 
15, 2023.
Specifications and the Re-
quired Bid Forms packets are 
available on the Gatesville 
ISD website after April 17, 
2023. Questions regarding 
this project should be directed 
to Toby Williams at 254-865-
8922. Gatesville ISD reserves 
the right to accept or reject 
any and all proposals or price 
quotes and waive any formal-
ity in bidding. 
00030039

  

JENNIFER NEWTON
CLERK OF THE COUNTY 
COURT
P.O. BOX 237
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 
76528
ATTORNEY OR PERSON 
FILING CAUSE
DORI MISTIC
907 S. MAIN STREET
COPPERAS COVE TX, 
76522
TO: DECEDENT’S UN-
KNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE
THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL
TO ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 
ROXANE SCHULER, DE-
CEASED. CAUSE NO 23-
10806, COUNTY COURT 
AT LAW OF CORYELL 
COUNTY, TEXAS. TALER 
DANE BROWN FILED IN 
THE COUNTY COURT AT 
LAW OF CORYELL COUN-
TY, TEXAS ON THE 16TH 
DAY OF FEBRUARY 2023, 
APPLICATION TO DE-
TERMINE HEIRSHIP SAID 
ROXANE SCHULER, DE-
CEASED.
SAID APPLICATION 
SHALL BE HEARD AND 
ACTED ON BY SAID 
COURT ON OR AFTER THE 
FIRST MONDAY NEXT AF-
TER THE EXPIRATION OF 
TEN DAYS FROM DATE 
OF POSTING THIS CITA-
TION, THE SAME BEING 
THE 24TH DAY OF APRIL 
2023, AT THE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE IN GATES-
VILLE, TEXAS.
ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN SAID ESTATE 
ARE HEREBY CITED TO 
APPEAR BEFORE THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
OF CORYELL COUNTY 
AT THE SAME ABOVE 
MENTIONED TIME AND 
PLACE BY FILING A 
WRITTEN ANSWER CON-
TESTING SUCH APPLICA-
TION SHOULD THEY DE-
SIRE TO DO SO.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND 
AND THE SEAL OF THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
OF CORYELL COUNTY IN 
GATESVILLE, TEXAS THE 
13th day of April 2023.

JENNIFER NEWTON
CORYELL COUNTY 
CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TEX-
AS
BY: M. WALLACE 
00030047 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Francis M. 
Davidson, Deceased, were 
issued on April 3, 2023, in 
Cause No. 23-10813, pending 
in the County Court-at-Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Ronnie Sullins.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney at Law
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 5th day of April, 
2023.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Ronnie Sullins
State Bar No.: 16058500

109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Telephone: (254) 865-8475
Facsimile: (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.
com 

00030048

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Don Wel-
don Dyson, Deceased, were 
issued on April 3, 2023, in 
Cause No. 23-10816, pending 
in the County Court-at-Law 
of Coryell County, Texas, to: 
Ramona Young.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney at Law
109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

DATED the 5th day of April, 
2023.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Ramona Young
State Bar No.: 16058500

109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528
Telephone: (254) 865-8475
Facsimile: (254) 865-5274
E-mail: allenplacejr@aol.com

00030049

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamen-
tary for the Estate of Phyllis 
Raye Head, Deceased, were 
issued on April 12, 2023, in 
Cause No. 23-10821, pending 
in the County Court of Cory-
ell County, Texas, to Richard 
Charles Gellasch.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Melinda Hedrick
Beard Kultegan Brophy Bost-
wick & Dickson, PLLC
220 S. Fourth Street
Waco, Texas 76701

DATED the 18th day of April 
2023.

Respectfully submitted,

BEARD KULTGEN BRO-
PHY BOSTWICK & DICK-
SON, PLLC
Melinda Hedrick
State Bar No. 24013395
220 S. Fourth Street
Waco, Texas 76701
(254) 775-5500
(254) 776-3591 (Facsimile)

BY: Melinda Hedrick 

00030052
 

JENNIFER NEWTON
CLERK OF THE COUNTY 
COURT AT LAW
P.O. BOX 237
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 
76528

ATTORNEY OR PERSON 
FILING CAUSE
ALLEN D. PLACE JR
109 S. 7TH STREET
GATESVILLE, TEXAS 
76528

TO: DECEDENT’S UN-
KNOWN HEIRS
UNKNOWN ADDRESS
UNKNOWN STATE

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF CORYELL

TO ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN THE ESTATE OF 
DIANNE LOIS CHITWOOD 
DECEASED. CAUSE NO 
23-10832, COUNTY COURT 
AT LAW OF CORYELL 
COUNTY, TEXAS. PAME-
LA HAYS FILED IN THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
OF CORYELL COUNTY, 
TEXAS ON THE 14TH DAY 
OF APRIL 2023, APPLI-
CATION TO DETERMINE 
HEIRSHIP SAID DIANNE 
LOIS CHITWOOD, DE-
CEASED.

SAID APPLICATION 
SHALL BE HEARD AND 
ACTED ON BY SAID 
COURT ON OR AFTER THE 
FIRST MONDAY NEXT AF-
TER THE EXPIRATION OF 
TEN DAYS FROM DATE 
OF POSTING THIS CITA-
TION, THE SAME BEING 
THE 1ST DAY OF MAY 
2023, AT THE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE IN GATES-
VILLE, TEXAS.

ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED IN SAID ESTATE 
ARE HEREBY CITED TO 
APPEAR BEFORE THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
OF CORYELL COUNTY 
AT THE SAME ABOVE 
MENTIONED TIME AND 
PLACE BY FILING A 
WRITTEN ANSWER CON-
TESTING SUCH APPLICA-
TION SHOULD THEY DE-
SIRE TO DO SO.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND 
AND THE SEAL OF THE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 
OF CORYELL COUNTY IN 
GATESVILLE, TEXAS THE 
18th day of April, 2023.

JENNIFER NEWTON
CORYELL COUNTY 
CLERK
CORYELL COUNTY, TEX-
AS
BY: M. WALLACE 
00030053

 

 

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

2/1 brick home, 560 W. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX. Recently painted, updated shower, 
garage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
good tree cover, good views. $129,500

10.01 acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

10.01 acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

10.01 acres, Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Lot No. 53. Langford 
Branch, Nice home site, scattered tree cover, native pasture. $225,000

11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County. Good tree cover, nice home site, the 
property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500

11 +/- acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. 1 water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fences. $549,000

11.64 acres 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County. Nice porch, large 
master bedroom/bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy 281 frontage. $850,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County. Lot No. 21, Mulberry Creek, 
rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, PR 42107, Hamilton County. Lot 43 Phase 6 Rio Escon-
dido, rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.

25.06 acres, Pottsville, TX, Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision Lot 31, 
rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, great views. $275,000

33.43 acres near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage. Rolling 
terrain, good views. $295,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. Scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well. $387,000

38 +/- acres, south of Pearl, TX, Coryell County. FM 183 frontage, rolling terrain 
and scattered tree cover, nice views and would make a great home site, centrally 
located about 20 minutes from Evant & Gatesville and about 45 minutes from Cop-
peras Cove-Killeen, Waco & Temple. $372,400

47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 3 
sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

50.24 acres, 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419, Evant, TX. Rolling terrain, 40% being 
good tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000

52.73 Acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. 1 water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain,2 tanks, good fences. $875,000

55.88 Acres, south of Evant, 2000 CR 3900, Lampasas County, cabin with bath-
room, water well, electricity, rolling terrain with good tree cover, small seasonal 
branch. $488,950.

60.23 acres, CR 238 near Turnersville, TX. 1 stock tank, good fences, scattered 
tree cover, rolling terrain. $421,610

 68.9 acres, 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, Tx. Approx. 2900 ft of 

x 24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank, approx. 48 acres 
of coastal. $1,275,000

tree cover, native grasses, 1 stock tank, fenced on 3 sides with approx. 1910 ft that 
needs to be fenced on the south side of the property. $560,524

88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, electricity, 1 tank, 
seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch, barn, rain harvest system. $743,775.

179.562 acres, 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX. FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

Notice of Public Meeting

The Oglesby Housing Authority will hold a Public 
Meeting on May 4, 2023, at 1:00 P.M., at City Hall, 
to receive comments on the 2023-2027 Capital Fund 
5-year Action Plan Budgets. All documents are on 
display and available for viewing at the office of the 
Housing Authority, located at 118 College Ave. (of-
fice), Tuesday through Friday, between the hours of 
10:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.
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You never
know what
you might

find...

CARS -- TRUCKS
BOATS -- PETS

FURNITURE
JOBS -- TOOLS

HOUSES -- PETS
RV’s -- PLUMBERS

CARPENTERS

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

Get your message HEARD!
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES

3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial
midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell

254.865.9137 Fax
chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

SELMAN RANCH
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Ranch Roads  |  Lakes  |  Ponds
Wildlife Sensitive Clearing

Bentonite Liners  |  Bentonite Cutoff Walls

254-386-7727
Brad Selman     www.selmanranchconstruction.com

201 Cedar Lane201 Cedar Lane

Gatesville, TX 76528Gatesville, TX 76528

CTLS1939@gmail.comCTLS1939@gmail.com

Central Texas LandscapeCentral Texas Landscape
& Services LLC& Services LLC

NeNew Installations, Remodel, Brushw Installations, Remodel, Brush
Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,

Trash HTrash Haul Off and Tree Workaul Off and Tree Work

John CapellaJohn Capella

(254) 216-3684(254) 216-3684

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 

your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002

COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales

Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@

gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

COURTESY PHOTO

The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recently selected Coryell Health as its April Member of the Month. Representatives of the chamber 
were on hand to present the award. Each month, the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recognizes a chamber member, and those winners 
will also be in the running for Chamber Member of the Year, an honor awarded each year at the annual chamber banquet. Member of the 
Month is sponsored by Extraco Banks and The Gatesville Messenger.

COURTESY PHOTO

This photo captures five generations of JoAnn Paul. On the top row 
from left to right is Jo Marrs, great- grandmother and JoAnn Paul, 
great-great grandmother. On the bottom row is Amanda, grand-
mother, and her daughter Corina holding her baby Lakyn.

FIVE GENERATIONSCHAMBER MEMBER OF THE MONTH
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McKamie finds delight in Turkish travels
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Charles McKamie, the pastor of 
King Baptist Church and a former 
history teacher with the Gates-
ville Independent School District, 
has a love for travel - especially 
when he can combine it with oth-
er interests.

McKamie spoke about his trav-
els to Turkey during an April 12 
meeting of the Gatesville Lions 
Club.

“Three things I’m passionate 
about are the Bible, history and 
travel,” McKamie said. “I’m going 
back to Turkey in May - it’s a fasci-
nating country. Imagine a country 
that is in both Europe and Asia. It 
is joined to Bulgaria and Greece in 
Europe, and on the Asian side to 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iraq, Geor-
gia and Syria. It is also the ances-
tral home of the Kurds who are 
not to be messed with.

“This is a wild, wild place, and 
they’ve managed to keep their 
country relatively safe. On the 
other side of the Black Sea you 
have Ukraine, Russia, Romania 
and Moldova. It’s almost miracu-
lous this country has managed to 
stay intact.”

The current land which is 
Greece has been occupied by dif-
ferent groups over centuries, and 
was captured by the Ottoman 
Turks from what had been the 
Western Roman - or Byzantine - 
Empire. For hundreds of years, 
Turkey was part of the Ottoman 
Empire, until the end of World 
War I.

“It’s basically a new country, it’s 
only existed for about 100 years,” 
McKamie said. “It became a coun-
try in October 1923. They had 
made the mistake of backing Ger-
many (in World War I). The Allies 
(including Great Britain, France 
and the United States) were go-
ing to give half of the country to 
Greece and half to Armenia, but 
the Turks rose up and put a stop 
to that.”

On his first trip to Turkey, McK-
amie said he arrived in Istanbul, 
the cultural centerpiece of the 
country and what for centuries 
was known as Constantinople.

“It’s an interesting place,” he 

said. “The city has been around 
for at least 2,500 years. It com-
mands the  (Bosporus) strait 
between the Black Sea and the 
Aegean Sea and controls ship 
traffic. Russia is very interested 
in that - Russian tankers have to 
go through there. That’s Russia’s 
only way out to the Mediterra-
nean (Sea) by ship.

“People have profited by run-
ning a chain the mile across the 
water - it’s the oldest tollway in 
history.”

As for Istanbul, McKamie said, 
“it’s a city of 5 million or so peo-
ple with beautiful mosques, many 
of which used to be churches. The 
Hagia Sophia (a huge Christian 

basilica which was then turned 
into a mosque and a museum) 
is there. It was built in 325 and 
the current model is about 1,500 
years old. It’s a gorgeous thing, 
and unbelievably huge. When Tur-
key conquered the city and con-
verted it to a Mosque, they did a 
pretty good job taking care of it.”

There are still carvings on a bal-
cony made by Viking bodyguards 
who were hired to help protect 
the structure centuries ago.

McKamie said he was chal-
lenged by vast differences when 
he arrived in Turkey.

“I was 5,000 miles from home 
in a country where I don’t speak 
the language,” he said. “The bus-
es there are a great way to get 
around but I underestimated the 
size of the bus station. The buses 
are clean and cheap, and one of 
the few places in Turkey where 
nobody smokes. Smoking is the 
national sport - you can see five 
guys standing around smoking 
under a no smoking sign.”

After a lengthy bus ride to a 
place several hours away, to the 
city of Isparta, McKamie rented a 

car and set out to see the coun-
tryside.

“You will see people getting 
around with the same transpor-
tation their ancestors used 500 
years ago,” he said. “Those who 
have cars drive them very fast, 
so you have to be careful. You’ll 
see people sitting on the side of 
the road selling cherries during 
cherry season, and they are as big 
as golf balls.”

McKamie was impressed with 
the sights and the people of 
Isparta.

“Isparta has some of the most 
spectacular things you’ll ever see, 
and many are not on a map or in 
a guidebook,” he said. “Agricul-
ture is done the same way it was 
done in Biblical times. Hay is cut 
by hand, and you can almost see 
Ruth and Boaz (from the Bibli-
cal book of Ruth) if you look. It’s 
like stepping back in time - a very 
long time.”

The people are very friendly 
and welcoming to visitors, McKa-
mie said. “The men sit out on the 
street playing games and will of-
fer you whatever they’re eating, 

and they wish they could talk to 
you (in the same language).

“The stores they have are like 
they were in America 100 years 
ago - small craftsmen, black-
smiths, harness makers - and 
they make their tools. There’s no 
Wal-Mart. It’s a step back in time, 
and I thoroughly enjoyed it.”

McKamie said he saw some in-
credible ancient ruins in Sagalas-
sos, and that “you can also see 
the effect of earthquakes on ev-
ery site. There’s an ancient foun-
tain and it’s absolutely remark-
able. I saw a Belgian archaeologist 
who told me about the site. An 
arch was erected there over 2,000 
years ago when Alexander the 
Great came in. The people sub-
mitted to him and put the arch up 
in honor of his visit to the city.”

McKamie said water still flows 
through the ancient aqueducts 
“just like thousands of years ago. 
The country is honeycombed with 
springs and the water is as clean, 
as cold and as pure as it can pos-
sibly be. You can get a drink and 
fill up your water bottle.”

He saw Colossae (where the 
Colossians that the Apostle Paul 
wrote to lived centuries ago), but 
it has not yet been excavated.

McKamie said he would see 
“herds of goats, sheep or cattle 
and there is a shepherd who stays 
with them all day long.”

The Silk Road which mer-
chants traveled centuries ago 
went through Turkey, and McKa-
mie said there are still buildings 
where caravans could find shelter 
overnight along the old pathway.

McKamie also visited the an-
cient city of Aphrodisias, which 
has been dedicated to the Greek 
god Aphrodite.

“There are some amazing ar-
cheological sites and there basi-
cally aren’t any people around,” 
he said. The heat keeps the tour-
ists away.

“These are some of the best-
preserved historical sites in the 
world at Aphrodisias,” McKamie 
said. “You can see where the Ro-
mans converted (the open theater 
area) into a place where they had 
gladiatorial contests.”

McKamie said in all of his trav-
els, Turkey is a place that stands 
out to him.

“I have been to many places, 
and this is the most entertaining, 
startling and sometimes shocking 
- there is something around every 
corner. The sites are amazing and 
so are the people. The Abrahamic 
hospitality is still there.”

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

This shrine at Sagalassos is a prime example of the excellent archaeological sites which can be seen at different locations throughout Turkey.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Charles McKamie of Gatesville recently 
spoke to the Gatesville Lions Club 
about his travels in Turkey.

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The Hagia Sophia, located in Istanbul, is one of the most visited and treasured historical sites in Turkey.

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Aphrodisias is another of the archaeological sites that Charles McKamie visited on his trip to Turkey. He said there are few visitors to the location, and that Turkey had 
better preserved ancient ruins than he had seen in other countries.

“I’ve been to many places, 

and this is the most en-

tertaining, startling and 

sometimes shocking - there 

is something around every 

corner. The Abrahamic 

hospitality is still there.”

CHARLES MCKAMIE
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GHS athletes on track for excellence

SE’VETTE EARLY | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Barrett Boyd won the area pole vault contest with a jump of 12 feet, 7 inches - topping her earlier jump of 12 feet 3 inches.

ALEX MEELBUSCH| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Barrett Boyd won the silver medal in the 110 and 300 hurdles, and advances to regional competition in both events.

SE’VETTE EARLY | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Carlo Martinez won gold medals in the 3200 and 1600 meter races and 
silver in the 800 meters.

SE’VETTE EARLY 
| THE GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

Rayshon 
Smith’s third 
place finish 
in the long 
jump in area 
competition 
qualified him 
to advance to 
the regional 
meet.

Six Hornets qualify for regionals
Staff report

Gatesville High School is 
sending six athletes to regional 
competition April 28-29 in Bul-
lard thanks to a strong showing 
at the area meet on April 19 in 
Gatesville.

On the girls side, Barrett Boyd 
earned a gold medal with a 
school record jump of 12 feet, 
seven inches in the pole vault. 
That broke her previous record 
of 12 feet, three inches. Boyd 
also finished second in the 110 
meter hurdles and 300 meter 
hurdles, and will represent GHS 
in each event.

For the boys, Carlo Martinez 
won gold medals in the 3200 
and 1600 meter races and was 
second in the 800 meter run.

Ashtyn Culley, Brayden Min-
ton, Lawson Mooney and Ray-
shon Smith will join Martinez in 
representing the Hornets at the 
regional meet.

Smith was third in the long 
jump, Culley was fourth in the 
high jump, Minton finished 
fourth in the discus throw and 
Mooney was fourth in the 200 
meter run.

For more on the meet, see 
Page B2.
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SpringSpring

• Activities• Activities

 Assistant Assistant
 WED-SAT 9AM-NOON

• Dietary Cook• Dietary Cook
 1:00PM-7:45 PM

• Housekeeping• Housekeeping
 6:30AM-2:30PM 

• Charge Nurse• Charge Nurse
 LVN/RN

 6:00PM-6:00AM

into a new career

at

• CNA• CNA
 6:00PM-6:00AM

• Physical • Physical 

 Therapy Therapy

 Assistant Assistant

• Laundry• Laundry
 WEEKEND DOUBLE 

 SHIFT

 6:30AM-10:30PM

MEDICAL LODGE

Lady Hornets in playoffs despite loss to La Vega
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

Despite a loss to Waco La Vega to end the regular season, 
the Gatesville Hornets softball team is back in the playoffs 
for the second straight year. 

The Lady Hornets will have a playoff warmup against West 
on Monday night, then take on District 24-4A champion Bur-
net in the bi-district round. Tentatively the games will be at 
Burnet April 27, at Gatesville April 28 and at a neutral site 
April 29 if needed.

Gatesville led La Vega 2-1 heading into the sixth inning 
but the Lady Pirates scored twice in the top of the inning 
and once more in the top of the seventh inning. In the sixth, 

they scored their two runs despite just one hit as a pair of 
errors contributed to both runs scoring. 

In the seventh inning, three straight singles upped the La 
Vega lead to 4-2. 

La Vega took a 1-0 lead in the top of the first and held it 
until the bottom of the third inning when senior Kagen Hunt 
launched a game-tying solo home run to left field. Hunt also 
doubled, and was the only Hornet with multiple hits. 

In the bottom of the fourth, the Lady Hornets took a 2-1 
lead after Brinlee Ford singled, advanced to third on an er-
ror, then scored on a passed ball. 

Hunt was 2-for-3 while Ford, Grace Carothers, and Kin-

lee Gardner had one hit apiece. Madison Hester and Kallie 
Featherston combined to strike out eight and allowed just 
two earned runs in the circle. 

In the bi-district round of the playoffs, Gatesville will face 
a Burnet team that has slowly ascended to a spot as one 
of the premier teams in Texas. In 2018, the Lady Bulldogs 
were 4-20 and were winless in district, but have steadily im-
proved each season. They reached the playoffs in 2021 then 
were 18-10 in 2022. In 2023, they have made the leap finish-
ing the regular season at 21-10 with a 9-1 record in 24-4A. 
Currently No. 20 in the TGCA state rankings, the Lady Bull-
dogs allowed just 12 runs in their 10 district games.

Gatesville baseball inching closer to playoff berth
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

Gatesville baseball is heat-
ing up at just the right time. 

The Hornets put together 
their most complete game 
of the district season to take 
down Salado 3-1 on Tuesday 
and have won three straight 
after dropping their first 
four league games. 

In addition to another 
pitching gem from Bralen 
Veazey, the Hornets touched 
up the Eagles’ terrific lefty 
Logan Flores for seven hits. 
Veazey struck out 12 and 
walked one while allowing 
just four hits and a single 
earned run. 

For head coach Chase 
Smith, the number of hits 
weren’t the primary indi-
cator of a good offensive 
night. It was the location of 
the hits that pleased Smith 

as six of the seven Hornet 
hits were either to center-
field or to the opposite field. 

“We weren’t trying to do 
too much tonight, which has 
been an issue at times with 
guys trying to pull the ball. 
We had an up the middle or 
go with it away approach 
and were staying on pitches 
really well,” Smith said. 

The Hornets trailed 1-0 
heading into the bottom of 
the third inning when Law-
son Mooney reached on an 
error then came home on a 
double to right field by Ban-
ner Allman to tie the game 
at 1-1. 

In the bottom of the fourth 
inning, John Ibarra tripled to 
right field, then came home 
on a single to right field 
from Clayton Gregory to 
give the Hornets a 2-1 lead. 
Gregory, a utility infielder 

who started at third base 
for the injured Brady James, 
also walked and played an 
error-free game. 

Gatesville pushed its lead 
to 3-1 in the bottom of the 
fifth inning with an old-
fashioned manufactured 
run. Lawson Mooney singled 
to start the inning, then 
promptly stole second base. 
An error on the play allowed 
Mooney to take third and he 
scored on a sacrifice fly to 
right field from Allman. 

“Lawson was flying 
around when he got on base 
tonight. It might as well of 
been a double anytime he 
was on base,” said Smith. 
Banner had a really unself-
ish at-bat and did what he 
needed to do to score a run 
from third with less than 
two outs.”

The insurance run from 

Mooney turned out to be a 
bit of security that Veazey 
wouldn’t need. After giv-
ing up three hits and a run 
in the top of the second in-
ning, Veazey allowed just 
three more baserunners 
the rest of the game — with 
none advancing past first 
base. In his last two starts 
– both Hornet wins - Veazey 
has struck out 21 hitters, al-
lowed five hits, and walked 
two. 

“Veazey had great stuff 
(on Tuesday). His off-speed 
stuff was nasty and made 
it really tough for guys to 
dig in and get good swings. 
He looked like he felt con-
fident and trusted his stuff 
and did a great job for us,” 
Smith said. 

The win moved Gatesville 
to 3-4 in 23-4A play. Anoth-
er win over Salado on Friday 

night would have put the 
Hornets in the driver’s seat 
for the No. 3 seed playoff 
seed from the district. 

On April 14, the Hornets 
rode the perfect pitching 
of Grant Erwin to a 19-1 
win over Waco Connally. 
Erwin retired all 12 batters 
he faced and did not allow 
a ball out of the infield. 
He stuck out six, got four 
groundouts and induced 
two pop outs.

Offensively, nine dif-
ferent Hornets combined 
for 16 hits in the win over 
Connally. Ibarra and Justin 
Johnson each had three hits 
while Veazey, Mooney, and 
Allman had two hits each. 
Gregory, James, Kason Her-
belin, and Jacob Ybarra also 
had hits.

The three-game streak is 
the longest for the Hornets 

since a four-game winning 
streak from Feb. 27 to March 
4. Smith said he believes it 
can be just the start of a lon-
ger streak.   

“I think if we play with the 
confidence and enthusiasm 
we had all night (against Sal-
ado) we can play with any-
body and I think their con-
fidence is growing. We have 
been preaching just keep 
getting better and let’s play 
our best baseball when it re-
ally matters and it mattered 
(on Tuesday) and we played 
like I knew we have always 
been capable of,” he said. 

The Hornets faced the Ea-
gles in a rematch on Friday 
night then are scheduled 
to wrap the regular season 
with two games against 
Waco La Vega. 

GHS finishes 6th in area track meet ALEX MEEL-
BUSCH| THE 

GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

Kason 
Herbelin was 
among those 
who com-
peted for GHS 
in the area 
track meet in 
Gatesville on 
April 19.

Staff report

Gatesville High School fin-
ished sixth in area competi-
tion on both the girls and 
boys division at the 12-team 
District 23-4A/24-4A Area 
meet on April 19 in Gates-
ville.

While Barrett Boyd, Carlo 
Martinez, Ashtyn Culley, 
Brayden Minton, Lawson 
Mooney and Rayshon Smith 
qualified to advance to re-
gional competition, several 
other Hornets also com-
peted and earned points for 
GHS.

Boyd’s showing in the 110 

hurdles (15.01) broke a 40-
year school record set by 
Dana Walker (15.09) in 1983.

Boyd also had a time of 
47.99 in the 300 hurdles.

Other girls earning points 
for GHS at the area meet 
were Jacy Archie, who was 
fifth in the discus with a 
throw of 98 feet, nine inch-
es; and Vania Martinez who 
was fifth in the 3200 meter 
run with a time of 11:58 and 
fifth in the 1600 meter run 
with a time of 5:51.

Martinez ran the 3200 me-
ter run with a time of 9:30, 
won the 1600 meter run 
with a time of 4:28 and fin-

ished second in the 800 me-
ter run with a time of 2:02.

Smith was third in the 
long jump with a 21 foot, 
seven inch leap, Culley was 
fourth in the high jump with 
a six foot, two inch showing, 
Minton was fourth is discus 
with a throw of 124 feet, 
seven inches and Mooney 
was fourth in the 200 meter 
run with a time of 22.41.

Other boys earning points 
for GHS were Jastin Muegge 
with a fifth place finish in 
the 3200 meter run and 
Cameron Harley who was 
sixth in the 110 hurdles.

Athletics: Gatesville ISD will offer free 
physicals on May 2. These are required for 
all incoming seventh, ninth and 11th grade 
student-athletes for 2023-2024.  

Girls Track, District: Varsity scored 81 
points to finish fifth at the District 23-4A 
meet.  In doing so, GHS qualified for area in 
six more events: Vania Martinez, second in 
800 (2:24) and second in 1600 (5:22); Bar-
rett Boyd, second in 100 hurdles (15.80) and 
second in 300 hurdles (47.66); the team of 
Riley Aaron, Ryleigh Eaton, Lauren Stuard 
and Addi Wolff, fourth in the 4 x 100 re-
lay with a time of 52.20; the team of Boyd, 
Eaton, Wolff and Paige Sentillas, fourth in 
the 4 x 200 relay with a time of 1:49.  Other 
points: Stuard, fifth in 100 (13.24); the four-
some of Lacy Campos, Lindsey Cummings, 
Kyla Hinojosa and Sentillas, sixth in the 4 
x 400 relay with a time of 4:29. The Hornet 
JV totaled 73 points for a sixth-place finish 
overall.

Boys Track, District: Varsity accumu-
lated 115 points to finish second overall at 
the District 23-4A meet. The Hornets quali-
fied for area in eight more events as well: 
Carlo Martinez, first in 1600 (4:21) and sec-
ond in 800 (1:58); Lawson Mooney, third in 

200 (22.88); Cameron Harley, fourth in 110 
hurdles (16.18) and fourth in 300 hurdles 
(42.82); Cory Burns, fourth in 200 (23.05); 
Kason Herbelin, fourth in 400 (51.93); Jas-
tin Muegge, fourth in 800 (2:02); the team of 
Burns, Daniel Gonzales, Ricardo Villagrana 
and Mooney, third in the 4 x 200 relay with a 
time of 1:31; the team of Mason Brizendine, 
Gonzales, Herbelin and Narvell Benning, 
fourth in the 4 x 400 relay with a time of 
3:35.  Other points: The foursome of Burns, 
Adrian Smith, Villagrana and Mooney, fifth 
in the 4 x 100 relay with a time of 44.09.  
The Hornet JV amassed 146.5 points to 
claim the team title in its division.

Boys Golf: GHS shot 379 on the first day 
of the 4A Region III tournament and sits in 
ninth place overall. Hornet scores: Kasen 
Bankhead 89, Max Healer 90, Gage Ford 98, 
Cooper Boyd 102, Garrett Sullivant 107.  The 
top three teams and top three medalists (on 
non-qualifying teams) advance to state. 

Girls Golf: Avery Streetman shot rounds 
of 101-101 (202) to tie for 26th out of 84 
golfers at the 4A Region III tournament.

Soccer: GJHS scores vs. Waco United: Girls 
won 4-1, boys lost 2-1.

GISD Sports Roundup

ALEX MEEL-
BUSCH| THE 

GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

Vania Marti-
nez competed 
for GHS in 
the area 
track meet in 
Gatesville on 
April 19.
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Submitted Item 

The Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District Com-
munity Outreach will host 

“Spring into Summer” which 
will be held Thursday, May 
4, from 4:30 p.m. until 7:30 
p.m. at the Gatesville El-
ementary School. There will 

be information provided 
about educational, sports, 
theater, and music camps, 
local VBS and church events, 
area wide family friendly 

activities, summer feeding 
programs, and much more. 
Door prizes and a silent auc-
tion will also be offered.

There will also be a Bike 

Rodeo for children ages 5 
and up with free helmets 
provided. Food trucks will 
also be on hand during the 
event.

For more information, 
call 254-865-8281 or email 
mmartin@gatesvilleisd.org

Gatesville I.S.D.’s Spring into Summer event to take place May 4

Staff Reports

A Vaccination Clinic will 
be held on Friday, May 5 

from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
at the Gatesville Primary 
School. The clinic will be for 

those who are uninsured or 
underinsured. Vaccinations 
will include Diphtheria, Tet-

anus, Pertussis, Polio, Mea-
sles, Mumps, Rubella, Hepa-
titis B, Hepatitis A, Varicella, 

and Meningococcal.
To make an appointment 

for a vaccination, call 254-

865-7264.

Vaccination Clinic to be held May 5 at Gatesville Primary School

Submitted Item 

While the choir program 
has claimed many sweeps 
over the years, this year 

marked the first time in 
GISD history that two Var-
sity Choirs from Gatesville 
High School have performed 

at UIL and both received all 
Superior ratings. April 12 
was an incredible day for 
the choir students at Region 

8 UIL Concert & Sightread-
ing and they came home 
with double Varsity Sweep-
stakes. The Choral Direc-

tors were Cherith Wells and 
Tim Klingler, and the pianist 
was Nelda Milligan. Wells, 
who was overjoyed with the 

choir’s performance asked 
the public, “Please help us 
congratulate them.”

GHS Choir brings home double varsity sweepstakes at competition

COURTESY PHOTOS

Members of the Gatesville High School choirs.

Staff Reports

The Diamond Divas 12u 
traveling softball team will 

hold a crawfish boil fund-
raiser in the Micobe Feed 
parking lot on Saturday, 
April 29. The fundraiser will 

begin at 11 a.m. and will 
continue until sold out.

The crawfish will be $20 
for a 2-pound plate, and the 

cost for extra crawfish will 
be $8 per pound with the 
purchase of a plate.

Pre-orders are available 

until Tuesday, April 25. 
The Venmo for the team is 

at CTXDiamondDivas2k10.
For more information con-

tact the team by email at ctx.
DiamondDivas2K10. Micobe 
Feed is located at 2409 Busi-
ness 36 in Gatesville.

Diamond Divas softball team to hold crawfish fundraiser April 29
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EXEX

plumbing

M
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plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

108 S. 6th St. • (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

ROGER MILLER
Coryell County

Judge

RYAN BASHAM
Coryell County 

Commissioner, Pct. 3

Kyle

Matthews
Coryell County 

Commissioner Pct. 1
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Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

220 Memorial Dr.
(254) 865-7272

MOWER SALES, SERVICE & PARTS
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

254-865-1000 | 102 FM 107, GATESVILLE, TX
WWW.HILLSIDE-OUTDOORS.COM

4A REGION III 

TRACK MEET
April 28-29 at Bullard High School

Competing are Barrett Boyd, Carlo Martinez, 

Lawson Mooney, Rayshon Smith, 

Ashtyn Culley & Brayden Minton

The top 2 finishers in each event will advance to 
the state meet. 

CLASS 4A 

BI-DISTRICT PLAYOFFS

GHS vs Burnet

Tentative plans: at Burnet on April 27, here 

April 28, and (if needed) a neutral site on 

April 29.

GOOD LUCK TO THE 

GHS GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM

GOOD LUCK TO THE  GHS 

TRACK TEAM QUALIFIERS
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BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main Street • 254-865-8491

BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; Sunday 
Bible study 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS
Bob  Ph i l l i ps ,  pas to r ; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesvi l le; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
adult Bible study 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday services - kids’ 
& youth Bible study 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Prayer & 
Bible Study 7 p.m.; Youth 
Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s 
Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
912 E. Main St.; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship 10:45 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
1 2 0  C o l l e g e  A v e . ; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m. ,  Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY 
Michael Bragdon, Pastor; 
2819 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY
A.C. Painter, pastor; 1750 
FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO
Matt Dossey, pastor; 11420 
N. State Hwy. S; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:50 a.m.
KING
Char les W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & 
HWY 36, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m. & 1 p.m., 
Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK 
David Crosby, Interim Pas-
tor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday evening Youth 
& Children’s Bible Study 
6 p.m.

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance

“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!

CALL 254-865-5212.

MOUNTAIN
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 
6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m. Prayer meeting 7 p.m. 
Wednesday.
OSAGE 
Chris Thomas, pastor; 7505 
FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 301, 
Jonesboro; Sunday school 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME 
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 p.m.
SPANISH
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m.
TRINITY 
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:50 a.m. 
Wednesday – activities for 
adults, youth, & children 
6:30 p.m.; 254-865-8495 or 
Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
J o n  C r o s b y ,  P a s t o r ; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW 
In ter im Pastor :  Eddie 
Taylor; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL
Mike Barron, pastor; 2040 
CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday 
school 10 a.m.; Sunday  
worship 11 a.m.; 254-679-
3200. 
WHITE MOUND 
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Satur-
day at 8 a.m. Inside: 3075 
FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 
321. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
For more info. & location, 
call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. 
(English) & 12 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass), Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. & Wednesday-Friday 
at 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE
Deral McWhorter, minister; 
1 0 4  C e d a r  R i d g e , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 W. 
Brooks Dr., Evant; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:20 a.m. 
&  12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
FORT GATES
4605 St .  Hwy.  36 S. , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 

10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE
Justin Hall, minister; 2417 
E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
c lases y  serv ic ios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays – Bible 
Study 5:30 p.m.; Royce 
512-734-5390 or Steve 
254-865-3559.
PEARL
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE
Greg Demmitt,  pastor; 
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL 
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran 
Church Rd., Copperas 
Cove; Sunday Bible Study 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m.   
ST. JOHN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, Coryell 
City; Sunday worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 
a.m.
ST. PAUL
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 1114, 
The Grove; Sunday School 
9 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT
235 US-281, Evant; Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.
F I R S T  M E T H O D I S T 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
$3; youth, Children & Adult 
Bible Studies at 6 p.m. AA 
meets Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday at 6:30 p.m.
OGLESBY UNITED
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday worship 
9 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Bill Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF  JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
S a c r a m e n t  s e r v i c e s 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy .  84  W. ;  Sunday 
se rv i ces  10 :30  a .m . ; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9  a .m.  &  10 :30  a .m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy Spiker, 
Sunday service 10 a.m. 
& 6 p.m., Wednesdays 6 
p.m. 407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER

Wes Covey, Pastor; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 
Thursdays 7 p.m.; 2518 
Bridge St.; 254-392-9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday 
w o r s h i p  1 0 : 3 0  a . m . , 
Wednesday worship 6:30 
p.m.; Gateway Learning 
Center, 2315 Osage Rd., 
Gatesville.
GRACE BIBLE
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesv i l le ;  865-6222. 
S u n d a y  w o r s h i p  1 1 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Peter M. Mafwal, Pastor; 
4460 FM 930, Levi ta; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m.;  Sunday worship  
10:45 am.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, Pastor; 
1415 Texas Hwy. 236; 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
T A B E R N A C L E  O F 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, pastor; 
202 E. Main, Gatesville;  
S u n d a y s  1 0  a . m . ; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 254-
206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesdays Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday 
service, 7:30 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor;  1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY
4995 FM 929; Saturdays 5 
p.m., Bible study Sundays  
5 p.m. 

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
216-1537; 10 miles west 
of  Gatesvi l le on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service 9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-6131

You will seek me 

and find me when 

you seek me with 

all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGE
Coryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint

Plumbing • Electrical
Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 

needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION

& SEPTIC TANK 

SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE

254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 

DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B

Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s

Maytag Home Appliance Center
4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

Call Bailey Shea Dickie at 

254-865-5212

ext. 302

254-865-5212 ext. 300

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Call Bailey to reserve this 

space!

254-865-5212
ext. 302

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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CORYELL

Kids
Earth Day

This is a day for us to think 
about all the things we can do 
to help protect our environment. 
Our environment includes clean 
air, water, and soil. 

You can help with small things 
each day.
• Don’t waste water
• Recycle your glass, paper, 

and plastics
• Drink water from a reusable 

bottle instead of plastic 
bottles.

Recycling can make a difference!
• In the United States, we use over 2.5 

million plastic bottles every hour!
• Over 24 TRILLION styrofoam coffee 

cups are thrown away each year!
• The amount of paper and wood that 

is thrown away could heat 50 million 
homes for 20 years!

• 

REDUCE   •   REUSE   •   RECYCLE

Children’s Speech, Occupational, 
and Physical Therapy Services
Local Gatesville Clinic • 4723 E. Hwy 84 Gatesville, TX 76528
Request an appointment: (254) 399-8255 • elitetherapycenter.org
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SUDOKU

Last week’s puzzle solution

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Education 
Foundation will stage its Ties 
and Tiaras Daddy-Daughter 
Dance on Saturday, April 22 
at the Gatesville Civic Cen-
ter. For some, fathers may 
be uncles, grandfathers, etc. 
Students who plan on at-
tending the dance must be a 

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Junior 
High School Stingettes 
Dance Crew Training Camp 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 29 from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at the junior high 
school in the new gym. The 
training camp is open to 
all incoming seventh- and 

eighth-grade students for 
the 2023-2024 school year.

There will be a question-
and-answer meeting after 
the training camp.

The cost for the training 
camp will be $50 per person 
and includes a T-shirt and 
the opportunity to perform 
at a junior high pep rally.

Registration forms will be 

available at Gatesville Junior 
High and Gatesville Inter-
mediate School within the 
week.

Gatesville Junior High 
School is located at 307 
South Lovers Lane.

For any further informa-
tion, email Helen Gonzales 
at hgonzale@gatesvilleisd.
org.

Staff Reports

Head Start is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the 2023-2024 school year. 
Head Start provides quality 
childcare for children ages 
three to five years old, and 
other needed services quali-
fying families at no cost.

The services that are of-
fered at Head Start are ed-
ucational activities, child 
development, family en-
gagement, language and lit-
eracy, health and nutrition 
services, services through 
community partnerships, 
and special services for chil-

dren with disabilities.
Visit your local Head Start 

center to pick up an appli-
cation or visit the website 
www.hccaa.com. Head Start 
is located at 1105 Saun-
ders Street in Gatesville. For 
more information contact 
254-865-5423.

The Gatesville Education Foundation presents 
Ties and Tiaras Daddy-Daughter Dance

GJHS Stingettes training camp April 29

current Gatesville Indepen-
dent School District student.

There will be a live DJ, a 
photo booth, dancing, food, 
and more.

The Pre-K through first 
grade dance will take place 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
The second grade through 
fourth grade dance will take 

place from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. The fifth grade and 
sixth grade dance will take 
place from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. If you have daughters in 
multiple time slots, choose 
the best time that works for 
the family.

Tickets will cost $25 for a 
dad and daughter; it will be 

an extra $5 for each addi-
tional daughter. 

The deadline to purchase 
tickets early online was April 
11, but they can be bought 
the day of the dance at the 
door before entering (cash or 
check only).

All proceeds will go to 
the Gatesville ISD Education 
Foundation.

The Gatesville Civic Center 
is located at 301 Veterans 
Memorial Loop. For more in-
formation on the dance con-
tact the Gatesville Education 
Foundation at 254-865-7251. 

Head Start accepting applications

The Bell County Master 
Gardener Association will 
hold a free special event 
seminar “Groundwater in 
Texas,” on Thursday, April 
27, from 6-7:30 p.m. at the 
Texas Agrilife Extension Of-
fice, BCMGA Learning Cen-
ter (located on the North 
end of the parking lot), 1605 
N. Main Street in Belton.   

Dirk Aaron, general man-
ager of the Clearwater Un-

derground Water Conserva-
tion District, will present a 
general overview of ground-
water in Texas as well as 
“Conversation of Conserva-
tion in Texas.”

He will address how one 
person’s opinion on the 
role we all have in conserv-
ing water is confusing and 
emotional.  Dirk will ad-
dress the question of ‘who 
purveys public water’ and 

‘who governs public water.’  
He will provide a historical 
perspective on the need for 
innovation and an injection 
of new people in leadership 
roles who are willing to ad-
dress our aging infrastruc-
ture.  Class limit is set at 50.  
Register at bcmgaspeakers@
gmail.com online. 

Donations are appreci-
ated.  

Master Gardeners to hold groundwater seminar
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Tarleton State University led Texas Christian by an 8-4 margin after six innings in their game on April 4 in Stephenville, but the Horned Frogs rallied for a 9-8 victory, scoring five unanswered runs.

Tarleton Sports 
Information

STEPHENVILLE — 
Thursday, April 6 marked 
one of Celia Vaudiau’s 
last home matches in her 
Tarleton career, and she 
came through for her team 
when they needed it the 
most.

The Texan senior stormed 
back from a 5-2 second set 
deficit in a winner-take-all 
singles match to win 7-5 7-5, 
lifting Tarleton to a 4-3 tri-
umph over Grand Canyon in 
Stephenville.

The Texans improved 
to 12-6 overall and 4-2 in 
WAC play this season with 
their second straight win 
over GCU, now 2-1 in the 
series history. This was the 
second-to-last home match 
for the Texans this season, 
where they’re now 6-2 on 
the year. The Lopes dropped 
to 10-9 overall and 4-3 in 
conference matches with 
the loss.

“That was a special bat-
tle on the courts today,” 

Tarleton head coach Elianne 
Douglas-Miron said. “For 
Celia to clinch a conference 
match on senior weekend is 
very special. GCU was very 
tough. We brought our ‘A’ 
game and fought until the 
very last point. I’m very hap-
py with how we competed 
and battled on most courts. 
We have one more home 
match for the year and 
hopefully we bring the same 
energy on Saturday.”

The doubles point proved 
pivotal on Thursday, which 
went the Texans’ way even 
though they dropped the 
first match in the top flight. 
GCU’s Natasha Puehse and 
Santa Strombacha defeated 
Martha Makantasi and Elsa 
Boisson 6-1, but Tarleton 
took the other two doubles 
matches. On Court 3, Emma 
Persson and Clara Sobius 
beat Dania Deaifi and 
Valentina Del Marco 6-4, 
then Tarleton’s Vaudiau and 
Ximena Morales took down 
Madeline Lamoreaux and 
Hebe Toyos 6-4. For Persson 

and Sobius, that’s back-to-
back wins for the pair. For 
Vaudiau and Morales, it was 
their first time playing to-
gether this season.

In singles, Boisson cruised 
to make it 2-0 on the team 
leaderboard, rolling Deaifi 
in straight sets at the No. 3 
position 6-3 6-1. The Texan 
junior is just a win shy of 
the best singles record on 
the team, now 12-4 this 
year, 9-3 on Court 3.

GCU then got consecutive 
singles victories to even the 
score at 2-2. Strombacha 
avenged her loss at the 
hands of Makantasi last 
year with a 6-0 6-3 win on 
Court 2 over the Texan ju-
nior this year. In the No. 4 
match, Lamoreaux defeated 
Morales 6-3 6-3.

Sobius won on Court 5 to 

put Tarleton one singles win 
away from the team win. She 
earned a straight-sets victo-
ry over Del Marco 6-4 6-2 to 
improve to 12-6 this season, 
3-1 on Courts 4-5.

In the top flight, GCU’s 
Puehse held off Persson in a 
second set tiebreaker, win-
ning 6-3 7-6 (3).

With the team score even 
at 3-3, Vaudiau was down 
2-5 in the second set after 
winning a narrow first set 
7-5 against Toyos. With 
all eyes on Court 6, the 
Texan senior had one of 
her brightest career mo-
ments on senior weekend, 
rallying to win five straight 
games to win the match 
in straight sets 7-5 7-5. It 
was Vaudiau’s first match 
played since March 11, im-
proving to 5-4 on the year.

The Texans (14-12) outhit 
the Horned Frogs (18-11) 
12-8 in the game but man-
aged no runs over the final 
six frames while TCU used 
a four-run seventh inning to 

pull ahead for good.
Tarleton scored four runs 

in the bottom of the fourth 
to break a 4-4 tie, taking an 
8-4 lead. Jordan Andrade 
scored on a TCU error, 
Jack Wagner hit into an RBI 

fielder’s choice to score 
Alec Williams, Cris Enriquez 
got a pinch hit and came 
through with an RBI single 
to right field scoring Mason 
Hammonds, and Kooper 
Shook doubled to right-cen-
ter field, plating Wagner.

However, the runs in the 
fourth were the last of the 
game for Tarleton.

Tarleton struck first in the 
game when Shook lifted the 
first pitch he saw over the 
left-field wall and onto West 
Washington Street for a solo 

home run in the second in-
ning, making it 1-0.

TCU immediately an-
swered, scoring three 
runs in the top half of the 
third to make it 3-1 as Tre 
Richardson hit a base-clear-
ing three-run double to right-
center field.

Tarleton then countered 
with three of its own, tak-
ing a 4-3 lead in the third. 
Wagner hit his team-leading 
seventh home run of the 
season, a towering three-
run home run that scored 

Trace Morrison, a sopho-
more from Stephenville, and 
Hammonds.

Ryan Vanderhei (W, 3-2) 
earned the win as he was 
the pitcher of record when 
TCU plated its four runs in 
the seventh. He threw 1.0 in-
nings allowing just one hit 
and striking out two. Garrett 
Wright (S, 2) picked up the 
save as he threw the final 1.1 
innings, not allowing a hit 
and striking out three.

Jake Burcham (L, 2-2) al-
lowed four runs on three 

hits, walking two and strik-
ing out one for Tarleton.

The Texans were led offen-
sively by Wagner as he fin-
ished with two hits, drove in 
four runs, and scored twice.

Shook added two hits and 
two RBI while Hammonds, 
Williams and Andrade each 
posted two hits.

Dylan Delvecchio was 
Tarleton’s starting pitcher. 
He tossed 3.2 innings, giv-
ing up four runs on three 
hits. He struck out one and 
walked two.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TSU

Tarleton State University senior tennis player Celia Vaudiau 
pumps her fist during her come-from-behind singles victory 
on April 6 in Stephenville versus Grand Canyon University. The 
crucial 7-5, 7-5 triumph gave the TSU women the edge in the final 
team score, 4-3. 

TCU rallies for 9-8 baseball win over Texans

Four TSU athletes 
win gold medals at 
Denton track meet

Vaudiau helps lift 
Texans to tennis 
victory over 
Grand Canyon

Tarleton Sports Information

S
TEPHENVILLE — Tarleton held an 8-4 lead 

through the sixth inning vs. TCU on April 4 

at the Tarleton Baseball Complex, but the 

Horned Frogs came roaring back with five 

unanswered runs to win, 9-8.

Tarleton Sports Information

DENTON — Tarleton State 
University’s track teams left 
Denton on April 4 with sev-
eral first-place finishers and 
podiums after competing 
in the North Texas Classic 
meet held at the Mean Green 
Track and Field Stadium.

TSU scored 111 points to 
place second in the over-
all men’s team standings. 
Tarleton scored 101 points 
in the women’s events, good 
for third place in the wom-
en’s team standings.

WOMEN

Jordan Rae won the high 
jump competition clearing 
the bar set at 1.73 meters. 
It was Rae’s best jump in 
the outdoor season and just 
short of her second-place 
finish jump of 1.74 meters 
that she recorded at the 
WAC Indoor Championships 
in February.

Elise Smith won the javelin 
with a throw of 43.92 me-
ters. That topped her season 
best effort by more than 2 
meters.

Jenna Brazeal won the 

800-meter run with a time 
of 2:15. 

Kailey Sykora took fifth 
place in the 1,500 meter run 
with a time of 4:46.92.

MEN

Angel Gomez won the 
5,000 meters with a time of 
14:55.92. 

Jordan Flores and Jaden 
Hall both placed in the top-
three of the triple jump 
event. Flores took second 
place with a jump of 14.41 
meters, while Hall took third 
with a 14.27-meter jump.

Joshua Hutchings took 
second place in the pole 
vault with a jump of 4.90 
meters.

Caterrin Cox and 
Cornelius Coleman took 
third and fourth place in 
the 110-meter hurdles. Cox 
ran a time of 14.85 seconds 
and Coleman ran it in 15 
seconds.

Justin Raines took second 
in the 100 meter run with a 
time of 10.55 seconds.

Noah Newman ran 54.30 
seconds to finish as the 
runner-up in the 400-meter 
hurdles.
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STARTING PAY FOR NIGHT SHIFT ONLY:

LVN $32/hr.

  RN $37/hr.

NOW HIRING

CHARGE NURSE

MEDICAL LODGE

FULL-TIME • 6 PM-6 AM

300 S. HWY. 36 BYPASS, GATESVILLE, TX 76528

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 254-865-7575. 

 APPLY NOW:

 WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM/CAREERS

GATESVILLE’S DAY OF THE CHILD
The Exchange Club of 

Gatesville hosted a Day of 
the Child event April 15 at 
Freedom Park. 

The event is held across 
the country by Exchange 
Clubs to promote child 
abuse prevention awareness 

in their local communities.
Locally, Exchange Club 

members joined forces with 
Gatesville Police Depart-

ment, Gatesville Volunteer 
Fire Department, emergency 
responders and Fort Hood  
as well as various organiza-

tions to create a safe, fun 
event for children while 
spreading public education 
to caregivers.

PHOTOS BY DAVID SCOTT |
THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
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BONNETS IN BLOOM BLUEBONNET PHOTO 

CONTEST WINNER – WEEK 4

Coryell Health is excited to introduce our new 

podiatrist, Dr. James Townson, DPM.  

Dr. Townson is a foot and ankle surgeon 

specialist with over 10 years of experience in 

the medical field. He is board certified by the 

American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgery and 

strives to ensure all his patients receive the 

most complete and efficient care possible.

 CLIFTON • GATESVILLE • GOLDTHWAITE • TEMPLE

(254) 865-2166  |  CoryellHealth.org

Meet Coryell Health’s New Podiatrist

Get Off the Fence

Dr. James Townson, DPM

and Back on Your Feet

COMMON CONDITIONS TREATED • INFANTS TO ADULTS 

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery

• Arthritis of foot & ankle

• Bunions & toe deformities

• Custom orthotics

• Diabetic-related  

foot problems

• Flat feet

• Foot & ankle ulcers

• Fractures of foot & ankle

• Heel pain 

• Limb salvage

• Pediatrics

• Sports-related injuries

• Sprain of foot & ankle

• Tendon injuries

• Toenail issues

• And more!

COURTESY OF CELIA SELLERS

Texas wouldn’t be blessed with beautiful wildflowers if it weren’t for the help of these little guys! 
Congratulations to Celia Sellers for being named winner of The Gatesville Messenger’s week 4 ‘Bonnets 
in Bloom’ Bluebonnet photo contest, sponsored by Barrett Haines of Re/Max Roya. Celia will receive a 
one-year subscription to The Messenger as well as a Bonnets in Bloom t-shirt. There is still time to enter 
for your chance to win those prizes as well as $100 to the grand prize winner! Visit https://www.gatesvil-
lemessenger.com/multimedia/blue-bonnets-in-bloom-photo-gallery/collection_4f27adc8-c8ec-11ed-
afcb-47ec0940083a.html#1

MARSHA LEE
Contributing Writer

Members of CRSP (Coryell 
Retired School Personnel) 
will hold their next meeting 
on Thursday, April 27, at 
Ranchers’ Steakhouse, with 
social time at 9:30 a.m., and 
meeting to begin at 10 a.m.

The program titled 
“What’s New in 4-H?” will be 
presented by Becky Coward 
and some of her 4-H stu-
dents. They will be discuss-
ing robotics and will bring 
their robotic machines to 
the meeting. 

Members are reminded 
that they need to pay dues 
for the coming year. Dues 
are $45 ($35 for the state or-
ganization and $10 for our 
local chapter). Dues may be 
paid to treasurer, Anne By-
rom. 

There will also be an up-
date from members who at-

tended “A Day at the Capi-
tol” on Wednesday, April 12. 
Those attending were Gerald 
and Gayla Linton, Cherry 
Braziel, Gail Johnson, Mary 
Bruton, and Jo Ann Sugg. 
They met with representa-
tives and members then 
went to the Senate Cham-
ber. Mary Bruton went to 
the House Chamber. JoAnn 
met with District 24 Sena-
tor Pete Flores. She also met 
with State Representatives 
Hugh Shine and Shelby Slaw-
son. Retirees then toured 
the Capitol, ate Amy’s ice 
cream on the east lawn, and 
listened to a presentation by 
Tim Lee, TRTA Executive Di-
rector.

There were over 1,000 
retired teachers in Austin, 
and the senators recognized 
and thanked them for their 
work.  All 31 Senators voted 

to pass Senate Bill 10 and 
sent it on to the House Com-
mittee. SB10 is a COLA bill 
(cost of living adjustment). 
It calls for a 2% raise for 
those who retired between 
9/1/2013 and 1/1/2022, a 
4% raise for those who re-
tired before 9/1/2013, and a 
13th check of $7,500 for re-
tired teachers over 75 years 
of age.

The COLA bill in the House 
of Representatives is HB600. 
It calls for a 2% COLA for 
those retired 3-10 years, a 
4% COLA for those retired 
more than 10 years but 
less than 20 years, and a 6% 
COLA for those retired 20 or 
more years. It also provides 
for a $5,000 payment for 
retirees over age 70. More 
information will be available 
at the meeting.

COURTESY PHOTO

Local CRSP members attending the “Day at The Capitol” are (back row) Gerald Linton, JoAnn Sugg, Gail 
Johnson; (center) Mary Bruton; and (front row) Gayla Linton and Cherry Braziel.

School retirees to learn “What’s 
New in 4-H?” and get updates on 
state legislation

COURTESY PHOTO

Memphis Wells, a GHS sophomore, was able to compete at the 
Houston Livestock Show and rodeo in the “Rodeo Rockstar” contest. 
Wells advanced to the third round and eventually made it to the Top 
5 after three rounds of competition.  The competition started back 
in January when only the top 10 with the highest votes made the 
semi-finals. Those 10 performed in Houston for three music industry 
judges.

WELLS COMPETES IN RODEO 

ROCKSTAR CONTEST

Staff Reports

The Gatesville High 
School Dazzlers dance 
team will hold a bake sale 
on Saturday, April 22 at 
Vintage Royalty. The sale 
will begin at 9 a.m. and 
will continue until all 
baked goods are sold out.

The Dazzlers perform at 
all varsity football games 
in the fall. In the spring, 
the team performs at se-
lect basketball games, 
travels to area competi-
tions, and holds a Spring 
Showcase Production for 
the community to attend.

All proceeds will go to-
ward the 2023-2024 team 
and season.

Vintage Royalty is locat-
ed at 2401 S. TX-36, Suite 
100 in Gatesville.

Bake sale 
today to 
benefit 
Gatesville 
High School 
Dazzlers


