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Aiming to bring top quality eye care to rural communities
JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Those who live in rural communities often 
have more limited access to healthcare spe-
cialists and are sometimes forced to travel 
to places hours away for treatment.

With the goal of helping offer specialized 
services to a greater number of people – es-
pecially those who reside in small towns. 
Austin area ophthalmologist Lisa McIntyre 
is partnering with Coryell Health on a proj-
ect that could spread throughout the coun-
try – and around the world.

Jeff Bates, chief medical officer with Co-
ryell Health, said the Gatesville hospital and 
its clinics in Moody and Goldthwaite were 
limited in being able to refer patients to 
other locations during the height of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. That led to rural hospi-
tals banding together to help resolve those 
concerns.

Coryell Health is making strong efforts to 
provide local residents with a variety of spe-
cialized services, including eye care. This 
has led to the collaboration with McIntyre, 
who shares the same goals.

“You start with a vision, and we have a re-
ally great hospital in rural Texas where we 
do surgeries,” Bates said. “The concept was, 
you have a regular eye doctor – what if you 
have access to a retina specialist and didn’t 
have to drive to Austin?”

Those who have diabetes face a number 
of increased health concerns because of the 
damage the disease does to small nerves, 
which can affect the feet, heart, kidneys and 
eyes. If there’s one area of the treatment 
that is most often neglected, it is eye care, 
Bates said.

“Those with diabetes need an eye exam 

Women rise to the head of the class/school
BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

The month of March has been designat-
ed to celebrate the vital role of women in 
American history. In 1987 a bill was passed 
to expand a previous week-long event to 
“Women’s History Month” to celebrate the 
contributions women have made in the Unit-
ed States and to recognize their achieve-
ments over the course of American history 
in a variety of fields. 

In Coryell County, there have been a few 
notable “firsts” including the first female 
sheriff, Willie “Birdie” Hollingsworth who 
became sheriff in 1934. In the years that fol-
lowed, women became more visible in offi-
cial offices and in educational roles.

Making history in Coryell County through 
the Gatesville Independent School District 
can now include the current principals at 
each of the five campuses. Not intending 
to make history, but rather creating history 
happened in 2021 when Marie Barrows ac-
cepted the role of Gatesville High School 
principal, thus joining four other female 
campus principals in their leadership.

GISD Superintendent, Dr. Barrett Pollard, 
said “I rarely think about the five lead prin-
cipals as being ladies. They were the best 
candidates for their prospective positions 
and have done a wonderful job.” Dr. Pollard 
continued, “They were the best candidates 
for their respective positions and have done 
a wonderful job.” Dr. Pollard went on to 
explain that the school system, to name a 
few, has had some other outstanding prin-
cipals in the past such as Pam Bone, Mar-
sha Worthington, and Cindy Venable. “All 
of those ladies were and are phenomenal 
to work with and great role models for our 
students. You could not ask for better edu-
cators for your children,” Pollard said.

Beginning with the principal of the Gates-
ville Primary School, Mashara Streater was a 

1985 graduate of Gatesville High School. Her 
undergraduate degree was from Texas A&M 
University and, in addition, she received her 
Masters in Educational Administration from 
Tarleton State University. Her teaching ca-
reer began 23 years ago as a Special Educa-
tion teacher in College Station. She taught 
Life Skills and Resources for Waco and 
Midway ISD, before coming to Gatesville in 

COURTESY PHOTOS

The Gatesville Independent School District is led 
by a quintet of female principals, including (from 
left) Mashara Streater at Gatesville Primary, 
Keegan Webb at Gatesville Elementary, Bridget 
Register at Gatesville Intermediate, Suzy Penrod 
at Gatesville Junior High and Marie Barrows at 
Gatesville High School.

Gatesville announces 4 finalists for city manager; meet & greet set
STAFF REPORT

The Gatesville City Council, working in 
consultation with Strategic Government Re-
sources, has named the four finalists for the 
Gatesville city manager position, announc-
ing them in a March 14 news release.

The finalists were selected from an origi-
nal pool of 31 candidates. Members of the 
community will have an opportunity to 
meet the city manager finalists during a spe-
cial meet and greet event from 5-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 22, in the Gatesville City 
Council Chamber. City Council members 
will interview the candidates on March 23.

The finalists include:
* David Harris, who has served for 23 

years in city management. His experience 
most recently includes eight years as city 
administrator in Balcones Heights, Texas, as 
well as serving as assistant city manager in 
Schertz, Texas from 2006 to 2014, and as 

city administrator for Hill Country Village, 
Texas from 2000 to 2006.

Harris holds a bachelor’s degree in Ameri-
can Studies from Whitworth University in 
Spokane, Washington, and a master’s de-
gree in urban administration from Trinity 
University in San Antonio. He has held nu-
merous leadership roles in both the Texas 
City Management Association and the Texas 
Municipal League.

* James Fisher, who has more than 30 
years of experience in city management for 
local government in Texas – including the 
cities of Brenham, Forney, Murphy, Bee Cave, 
Muleshoe, Castroville — and as assistant 
city manager in Port Aransas. Fisher holds 
a master’s degree in public affairs from the 
University Texas at Dallas, and a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration-manage-
ment from West Texas A&M University in 

Canyon. He earned his Texas Certified Public 
Manager designation from Texas State Uni-
versity and has served in leadership roles in 
the Texas City Management Association and 
the International City/County Management 
Association.

* Neal Wendele, who currently serves as 
city manager for Todd Mission, Texas, and 
previously served as a local-government 
consultant to the city of Navasota, where he 
began as a city manager intern in 2017. His 
prior employment includes working as indi-
gent defense coordinator for a law office, as 
well as other positions in the private sector 
for almost 15 years.

Wendele holds a master’s degree in public 
service and administration from Texas A&M 
University in College Station, and a bache-
lor’s degree in political science from Texas 
A&M University-Central Texas in Killeen. 

He currently serves as city manager in resi-
dence at the Bush School of Government 
and Public Service at Texas A&M University.

* Scott Albert, who has almost 30 years 
of experience in Texas-based city and town 
management, serving in Hondo (currently), 
Angleton, Celina, Fairview and Springtown. 
He began his public sector career with the 
city of Plano, where he served as manage-
ment assistant for multiple departments. 
He served in multiple subject-matter-expert 
and advisory roles in local government de-
velopment and infrastructure in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as part of his USAID deploy-
ments from 2008-2011.

Albert holds a master’s degree in pub-
lic affairs and bachelor’s degree in public 
administration-economics & finance, both 
from University of Texas at Dallas.

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Dr. Lisa McIntyre is partnering with Coryell Health to help ensure greater access to specialty eye care.
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Fresh out of Tarleton State University in 1973, J. Ronnie Sullins began working 

nights in the Data Processing Department at Citizens National Bank in Waco. In 

1974 he was promoted to day shift as a Teller. He was promoted again that same 

year as he began helping other area banks with data processing conversions. In 

1975, Ronnie moved into the Trust Department at Citizens where he worked 

with his friend and mentor, Henry Searcy. In 1978, Ronnie left Citizens National 

Bank and went to work at Town & Country Bank in Stephenville where he was 

the Vice President and Cashier. In 1981, Ronnie traveled back home to Coryell 

County where he would marry his wife of 41 years, Sharon. He went to work for 

another friend and mentor, Gene Manske, as the Senior Vice President of The 

Guaranty Bank and Trust Company in Gatesville where he would eventually 

become the President and CEO. While working at Guaranty Bank, Ronnie went 

on to receive his MBA from Tarleton in 1983. He also attended The Southwest-

ern Graduate School of Banking at Southern Methodist University, graduating 

in 1986. In 1994, The Guaranty Bank and Trust Company was sold to Extraco 

and in 2000 the two banks merged. Ronnie then became Regional President 

of Extraco Corp., where he would serve as one of five on Extraco’s Executive 
Committee. In January of 2005, a lifetime dream became reality when Ron-

nie and fellow business associates and friends, Kyle Pruitt, Carolyn McClellan, 

and Billy Dyer purchased The First National Bank of Evant. Using the Evant 

charter as a stepping stone, in 2007 The First National Bank of Evant opened a 

branch in Gatesville. Ten years later in 2017, Ronnie had another lifetime wish 

come true when he purchased the bank in his hometown (Oglesby State Bank): 

the same bank in which his mother, Doris Sullins, once worked as the Cashier. 

While working on his MBA, Ronnie even wrote a post-graduate paper on how 

he would one day acquire the Oglesby State Bank. Ronnie has been married to 

his adoring wife, Sharon, for 41 years. He has one daughter, Lauren Seymour, 

and husband James, and two sons, Lute Sullins, and wife Kristen, and Payne 

Sullins. He also has five grandchildren, Hudson, Brooks, and Ford Seymour and 
Grant and Kendall Sullins. Those who know Ronnie Sullins understand that he 

is a humble, God fearing, steward of community banking. Cheers to 50 years 

of Banking!

50 Years of Banking!50 Years of Banking!

to Gatesville in 2009. “I have loved work-
ing with the younger students. I have en-
joyed all my years in education and have 
many treasured memories and friendships. 
I am looking forward to retirement after this 
school year and spending more time with 
my family,” Streater said. Following her re-
tirement in May, Streater will be replaced by 
Van Collins as principal.

Keegan Webb became the principal at 
Gatesville Elementary in the 2019-20 school 
year. She is now in her fourth year as the 
principal of the elementary school and her 
18th year in education. Webb, a 2000 gradu-
ate of Gatesville High School, received her 
bachelor’s degree from Abilene Christian 
University and her master’s degree from the 
University of North Texas. She previously 
taught for Midlothian and Duncanville ISD’s 
before returning home to Gatesville where 
she taught elementary music, middle school 
choir, 3rd grade, served as ESL Coordina-
tor, Special Programs Coordinator, and as 
an assistant principal. Webb’s favorite thing 
about being the principal of Gatesville El-
ementary “are the amazing students, staff, 
and parents I get to work with each day.” 
Webb was recently selected to be a part of 
the Region 12 Principal Leadership Academy 
where she had the opportunity to join other 
Region 12 leaders in Dallas and Boston to 
observe and learn from leaders across the 

state and nation.
The Gatesville Intermediate School re-

mains under the guidance of principal 
Bridget Register, who grew up in Gatesville 
and was an honor graduate in the GHS class 
of 1985. She graduated from Texas A&M in 
1998 with a BS Journalism degree. In 1999, 
she taught English in Oglesby for grades 
6-12. From 2000-2006 she served as a 
Gatesville High School English teacher in ad-
dition to teaching World History and coach-
ing girls volleyball, powerlifting, and track. 
From 2006-2010 she served as the assistant 
principal at Gatesville Junior High and later 
served in the same capacity at Gatesville 
Intermediate School from 2010 until 2015. 
That same year, 2015, she was named the 
principal of the Gatesville Primary School 
where she remained until 2019 when she 
became the principal of the intermediate 
school. “I have come full circle in my educa-
tional experiences. Starting out as a district 
high school teacher many years ago, I have 
been able to teach many students who now 
have their own children coming up within 
the district. These connections have helped 
build strong relationships, expectations, 
and trust,” Register said. Her favorite as-
pect of intermediate-aged education is see-
ing students in class having what she calls 
those “a-ha” moments in a science lab, dur-
ing an experiment, or reading a story where 
they are truly excited about their learning.

Suzy Penrod became the lead principal 
at the Gatesville Junior High for the 2021-

22 school year. As principal, she brought 
with her 25 years of invaluable experience 
in education. Penrod served as an assistant 
principal at Gatesville Intermediate School 
for four years before transitioning to the 
Gatesville Junior High where she served as 
assistant principal for another two years. 
In the past, Penrod has worked as an In-
structional Coach, Reading Specialist, Math 
Interventionalist, and classroom teacher in 
Leander ISD and Lake Travis ISD. Penrod has 
developed strong relationships with stu-
dents, parents, guardians, and colleagues. 
Her outstanding work has earned her rec-
ognition including the Region 12 Assistant 
Principal of the Year award in 2018. Her 
unwavering commitment to “doing what’s 
best for students” is evident by her creating 
a safe, supportive, and academically chal-
lenging environment for all students and is 
a valuable member of the Gatesville educa-
tion community. “I believe in every child be-
ing valued and challenged to reach their full 
potential. With a positive mindset, we can 
achieve anything together,” Penrod said.

Marie Barrows was named the principal of 
the Gatesville High School in 2021. Barrows, 
originally from Wichita, Kansas, received 
her Bachelor of Science and her Master of 
Arts at Newman University in Wichita. Bar-
rows started her professional career as a 
commissioned law enforcement officer, and 
later accepted a direct commission into the 
US Army and served as an Adjutant General 
Corps Officer. She completed Officer Candi-

date School at Fort Benning, Georgia and was 
able to gain experience working with diverse 
groups of people and cultures but spent 
much of her time attached to military police 
units. During her experience, she worked 
advising school safety at Kansas State Uni-
versity and served as a public school liaison. 
Barrows left the military in 2010 and, at that 
time, decided to take the plunge and enter 
public education full time and became an 
educator. In 2019, she became an assistant 
principal at Gatesville High School and later 
finished her superintendent certification at 
West Texas A&M in 2020. As the principal at 
the high school, Barrows said that her favor-
ite thing about education is “working with 
the students and hopefully opening doors 
for them to be able to choose their adult 
pathway in life, and our course supporting 
the amazing staff and faculty at Gatesville 
High School.” Upon Barrows retirement in 
May, her reign as principal will be assumed 
by Liz Shoaf who currently serves as assis-
tant principal at the high school.

Not only creating a little history in the 
Gatesville Independent School District as 
all female principals, but it should also be 
noted that these remarkable educators have 
devoted their time, expertise, guidance, de-
votion, and expert abilities to make their 
students more aware of the possibilities 
and challenges they may face beyond high 
school and college. They are perfect exam-
ples to be recognized during Women’s His-
tory Month.
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Council continues to monitor work on substandard houses
BY JEFF OSBORNE

Senior Writer & Editor

The Gatesville City Council received updates on March 14 
about two houses that have come before the Council numer-
ous times before as substandard houses that are required 
to be repaired.

One house at 308 Fennimore St. is primarily finished, while 
the owner of the house at 2006 Bridge Street has asked  for 
additional time - until the end of April - to complete repairs.

Regarding the Fennimore house, Bill Parry, a consultant 
continuing to temporarily fill the city manager role, said, 
“sheetrock is completed, it’s taped and textured. (The own-

er) has met all requirements. The last thing is to get an elec-
trical permit.”

Josiah Wilson, who has been directed to attend two recent 
Council meetings but sent emails saying he is unable to ap-
pear in person, told city leaders in an email that electrical 
work has been “roughed in” and that a plumber who was 
supposed to do work on site had not yet done so.

“His timeline is that by the end of April he expects to com-
plete work,” Parry said. “On November 15 he thought he’d 
been done in eight weeks but asked for 12 and you (the 
Council) gave him 12.”

The city issued a citation to Wilson for not following or-
ders of the building standards commission. He had original-
ly been given an extension until July 12, 2022, to complete 
work, but was given additional time by the Council.

“Personally I don’t like the timeline, I don’t like the ex-
cuses he’s giving,” said Mayor Gary Chumley.

Based on a suggestion by Councilman Greg Casey, the 
Council voted to give Wilson until March 28 to complete 
repairs or face an additional fine. The Council agreed to re-
visit the issue at each Council meeting every two weeks until 
the issues are resolved.
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TERRY MASSEY

Folksaround town

Say hello to our neighbor, 
Terry Massey! 

Terry is a retail associate at the Gatesville Post Office. 
She has been greeting and interacting with customers 
since 2005. She loves how friendly members of the com-
munity are when they stop by the post office. Terry likes 
to read her Messenger online to stay informed on what’s 
happening in our community. If you happen to see Terry 
around town, say hello! She is one of us! 

Over the years I have seen 
a great many bluebonnet 
photos. Some are of whole 
families, some of children, 
occasionally of the family 
pet in a patch of bluebon-
nets, and sometimes simply 
a beautiful Texas landscape 
photo that includes blue-
bonnets.

The bluebonnet is our 
state flower, and other than 
a cowboy hat and the “lone 
star,” I know of no other 
symbol that says “Texas” 

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

It’s ‘Bluebonnet in Bloom’; send us your photo 
and win our contest!

BY SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a newspaper pub-
lisher, an actor, author, playwright, 
performer and entertainment pro-
ducer/promoter.

more than bluebonnets. 
With this important rite 

of spring upon us, and in 
order to celebrate the event, 
we decided to have a contest 
at each one of our newspa-
per outlets. All our staff be-
lieved readers would be as 
excited about “Bluebonnets 
in Bloom” as we are. Starting 
the week of March 20, we are 
asking folks to send us their 
favorite bluebonnet photo. 
It does not have to be taken 
this year, so you can use an 

older photograph as well as 
those taken this year. Go to 
your newspaper’s website 
and click on the link to the 
“Bluebonnets in Bloom.” 
You can upload your photo 
and will then be entered in 
our “Bluebonnets in Bloom” 
contest. 

When you submit your 
entry, it will appear as part 
of the “bluebonnets gallery” 
on the newspaper’s website, 
making all entries available 
for viewing to the public. Be-
ginning the week of March 
20, the newspaper will se-
lect a weekly winner, and 
will select additional weekly 
winners for a period of five 
weeks. 

Each weekly winner will 
receive a “Bluebonnets in 
Bloom” T shirt, recognition 
on the newspaper’s social 
media sites and website, and 
a free one-year subscription 
to the newspaper. At the end 
of the five weeks of weekly 
winners, a Grand Prize will 
be awarded and the win-
ner shall receive $100 cash, 
a Bluebonnet T-shirt, and a 
one-year free subscription 
to the newspaper. The win-
ning photo will adorn the 
front page of your newspa-

per!
We hope you have a great 

time seeing some tremen-
dous entries. I am sure some 
will make you smile because 
of their jocularity, and others 
will take your breath away 
because of their beauty. I 
am looking forward to see-
ing them all and eventually 
announcing the grand prize 
winner. Tell your friends, 
dig out those old photos, 
go and take new photos — 
but let’s have some fun and 
show how Texans feel about 
their beloved bluebonnets.

Thought for the day: If 
heaven does not have a large 
blooming field of bluebon-
nets, not sure I want to go.

Until next time I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260

I
t is my favorite time of year, and I don’t think 

I am the only person who feels that way. We 

live in Texas, and it is time for the bluebon-

nets to bloom! This means thousands, if not 

millions of people will seek out bluebonnets that 

have bloomed, and take photos.

Local musician talks about the song production process

every year so they don’t go blind,” he said. 
“Sometimes people forget about that eye 
exam. If I’ve got access to telemedicine, it 
is much easier to get those eye tests done. 
That sounds like a great project. I was think-
ing Gatesville could be the home of the proj-
ect.”

Linking up Coryell Health’s mission with 
McIntyre’s vision was a natural fit, Bates 
said.

“Dr. McIntyre has a heart for this project 
– she wants everyone in the world to be able 
to see,” he said.

McIntyre said being able to offer eye care 
to those who are traditionally underserved – 
or not served at all “is a passion.”

She has taken mission trips to Mexico to 
offer those services, but said she realized 
those services are needed here in America, 

too.
“I do mission eye care in Mexico, and it is 

an amazing, fulfilling way to bring people 
into the world of seeing,” McIntyre said. “It 
reminds us of why we do what we do and 
why we love it so much.

“During 2020, I researched where oph-
thalmologists are and aren’t. There’s a huge 
paucity (scarcity) of ophthalmologists in the 
center of America – 60 million people in my 
own country don’t have access to the eye 
care they need.”

She said she began to explore the possi-
bility of being able to offer remote services. 
People can visit a local clinic but then con-
nect with an ophthalmologist via the inter-
net.

“Once the images are uploaded, it doesn’t 
matter if I’m across the hall, across the 
country or across the world,” McIntyre said.

She talked to a doctor at a clinic in Ar-
gentina, where the economy collapsed a 

decade ago, and learned that ophthalmolo-
gists set up a network via dial-up internet to 
treat patients. She sees an opportunity for 
even faster internet in America to be able to 
reach those who might otherwise not get the 
treatment they need.

“What I’d like to see happen is to use some 
of those tools (telemedicine) to reach people 
who aren’t getting the help they need,” Mc-
Intyre said. “We can do it more efficiently 
and cheaper and can have all the subspecial-
ists available to the patient at any time.”

She said poor vision not only has an im-
pact on patients and their loved ones but 
also impacts communities. She said many 
people do not get the treatment they need 
because it’s inconvenient and requires trav-
eling.

For example, those who need a cataract 
surgery but do not get it can lose the equiv-
alent of $121,000 over 13 years, McIntyre 
said.

“You spread that over a community and 
it’s significant – the impact is exponential,” 
she said. “It’s also a burden on the health-
care system if someone is not able to take 
care of themself. If people can get their 
healthcare locally, it also keeps the money 
in the community.”

As part of the treatment process, patients 
can use local equipment and then link up to 
a specialist via a video conference.

Potential vision loss is a serious concern, 
McIntyre said, so patients should take care 
of any eye concerns sooner, rather than 
later.

“There’s a point where it (vision loss) gets 
so dense that surgery becomes more com-
plicated, and we don’t want the patient to 
let it get that far,” she said.

With telemedicine, McIntyre and Coryell 
Health are hoping to make a lack of access 
to specialized eye care a thing of the past.

HEALTH
FROM PAGE A1

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Many of those who enjoy listening to 
music don’t know about the long process 
of changing a song from a diamond in the 
rough into a polished gem. During a recent 
meeting of the Gatesville Lions Club, Pat 
Chesser revealed some of the things that 
happen behind the scenes.

“I’ve been in the music business for 65 
years. I started playing the guitar when I 
was four years old and I’ve got pictures to 
prove it,” Chesser said. He formed a band 
with his brothers at age six, and as an adult 
he performed with legendary country stars 
such as Mel Tillis and Ray Price.

“When you hear a song on the radio it’s 2 
minutes and 55 seconds and then it’s gone,” 
Chesser said. “Behind that song it might 
have taken six months or more to produce 
it.”

Musicians collaborate with other musi-
cians, rehearsing a song for a week or 10 
days before going into a studio to record it. 
Studio time can cost $2,000 an hour.

“You go through a song one time and then 
they do a scratch track in the key that the 
song will be played in,” Chesser said, adding 
that other musicians join in and add their 
instruments to the track.

An engineer then works to refine the song, 
putting all the parts together.

“By the end of the day, you’ve got it,” 
Chesser said.

But that’s only part of the process.
“They may add harmony singing later, 

or the original singer may do the harmony 
himself,” Chesser said.

The next step involves a lawyer working 
up a contract with musicians and their rep-
resentatives.

“All of the sudden things slow way down 
because now we’re in the legal system and 
things move very, very slowly,” Chesser said.

Part of the lawyer’s job is determining the 
compensation for those involved.

Those promoting the song decide on a 
release date, which Chesser said is often 
months away from the original recording 
date.

“In the meantime, here comes the pub-
licist and everybody else to promote it,” 
Chesser said.

Radio station disc jockeys get an advance 
copy of the song that they can listen to, but 
they cannot play on the air yet. The idea is 
that the disc jockeys will begin to talk about 
an upcoming song to help drum up interest 

before the public hears it.
“That’s how a two-and-a-half-minute song 

gets made,” Chesser said. “The song you 

hear on the radio goes through a six- or 
eight-month process before you hear it.”

He said people might think, “What a great 

song” and go on to the next song, not real-
izing all the work it took before the song 
was released.

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Pat Chesser, who has decades of experience as a musician and who has performed with country legends such as Ray Price and Mel Tellis, recently talked 
about the lengthy process of producing a song from the beginning until the time it is heard on the radio or internet.
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Plan approved for Oglesby-area Twin Caverns Ranch subdivision
BY JEFF OSBORNE

Senior Writer & Editor

The Coryell County Commissioners Court approved plans 
at its March 14 meeting for a subdivision in the Oglesby 
area — Twin Caverns Ranch — that could add nearly 600 
homes to what has been a small, rural part of the county.

For several months, current residents of that area had 
attended commissioners court meetings voicing their con-
cerns about the dramatic changes that would result from 
such significant growth, including traffic, water availability 
and potential increased water runoff from newly developed 
areas.

County Judge Roger Miller asked Justin Mannix of the 
county road and bridge department to read off a checklist 
of all the requirements that a developer must meet, and 

Mannix did so, saying that each requirement has been met.
“They are going to use wells for drinking water, and the 

subdivision meets all TCEQ (Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality) regulations,” Mannix said. “They will install 
a 30,000-gallon water tank (in the subdivision) to help fight 
fires. We have also received a letter from Middle Trinity 
(Groundwater Conservation District) stating that their well 
study complies with (state) rules.”

Commissioner Scott Weddle noted that county approval 
was a formality based on the developers meeting all require-
ments.

“Because they’ve met all the rules, their request will be ap-
proved regardless of what the court does,” he said.

Weddle asked what bonds are required by the county for 
the developers.

“There is a performance bond to make sure roads are 
built to county standards, and there is also a two-year main-
tenance bond to make sure the roads stay in good shape,” 
Mannix said. “There is an estimated $4,289,713 construc-
tion cost and that is also the amount of the bond.”

The construction schedule estimates completion date of 
Feb. 28.

“When I was elected, I knew I’d be challenged by some of 
the decisions I’d have to make,” Weddle said. “I took an oath 
to follow the Constitution, laws and rules, so I make a mo-
tion to approve the plan.”

Commissioner Keith Taylor seconded the motion, and the 
measure was unanimously approved.

INDIAN 
ARROWHEADS 

WANTED
Point Type: Clovis, Yuma, 

Firstview & Eden

Must be old, authentic & unbroken

Absolute

TOP DOLLAR

Paid

Up to 5 figures for one point.
I am a very serious high-end collector.

Call 979-218-3351

Crowdfunding Campaign: Classic Carriage Rentals Inc. 

“Testing the Waters” 
Wefunder.com/classic.carriage.rentals.inc 

Visit the website above 

for more information.

Giddings Tx, Between 

Austin and Houston

FOOD TRUCKS

PLANTS

DRAWINGS

Floresville Event Center
600 Hwy 97 W, Floresville

FREE EVENT • OVER 70 VENDORS

www.southtexashomeandgarden.com 

Sat., March 25
9 am-5 pm

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 3/14/23).......

$1904.40
SILVER (XAG/USD 3/14/23)..........

$21.78

OBITUARIES

MARGERIE 

ONEY
Mar. 19, 1931 – Mar. 11, 
2023

Margerie Oney, age 91, 
of Gatesville, went to join 
her Lord and Savior on Sat-
urday, March 11, 2023, in 
Gatesville.

Funeral services were 
held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 15, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home Chapel, with Dr. Da-
vid Crosby officiating. In-
terment followed at Pearl 
Cemetery.

Margerie Nell Oney was 
born on March 19, 1931, 
in Coleman County, Texas, 
to the late John Nugent 
and Louisa Beth Jameson 
Thompson.  She graduated 
from Coleman High School 
in 1949 and Durham’s Busi-
ness College in Ft. Worth. 
She married Vance Oney 
on August 12, 1955, in 
Coleman. She worked at 
Bowen Drug Store in Cole-
man for 10 years as their 
bookkeeper. They resided 
most of their married lives 
in Monahans, where she 
worked as a purchasing 
agent for Ward Memorial 

TOMMY ROSS
Sept. 20, 1930 – Feb. 20, 
2023

Tommy Ross, age 92, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Monday, February 20, 2023, 
in Waco.

Tommy was preceded in 
death by his wife on Mon-
day, February 13, 2023.

Graveside services will 
be held at 11 a.m., Friday, 
March 24, 2023, at Turner-
sville Cemetery. The family 
will receive visitors from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m., Thursday, 
March 23, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home. 

Thomas William Ross 
was born on September 20, 
1930, in Coryell County, to 
the late Tommie Lee and 
Lois Irene Farris Ross. He 
graduated from Turners-
ville High School in 1949 
and attended Clifton Junior 
College for one year study-
ing Industrial Arts.  He mar-
ried Joyce Maxine Stryker 
Ross on September 16, 
1950, in Clifton. They had 
three children: T. Wayne 
in 1953, Rebecca Joyce in 
1956, and Cynthia Kay in 
1959. Together, they en-
joyed 42 years of marriage, 
travelling, raising their 
three children, entertaining 
grandchildren, and build-
ing their dream vacation 
home in Creede, Colorado.

Tommy worked in the 
professional manufactur-
ing industry for over 40 
years. First, at A. Brandt 
Furniture Co., Inc. located 
in Fort Worth for 20 years 
starting as an Assembly 

CHRIS COCKRELL
Oct. 25, 1980 – Mar. 6, 2023

Chris Cockrell, age 42, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Monday, March 6, 2023.

 Funeral services were held 
at 2 p.m. Monday, March 13, 
at Turnersville Community 
Tabernacle. Interment fol-
lowed at Turnersville Cem-
etery.

Christopher Dale Cockrell 
was born on October 25, 
1980, in Clifton. He went to 
school in Gatesville, gradu-
ating from Gatesville High 
School in 1999, where he was 
active in football, track and 
FFA. Chris was known for 
being a jokester and always 
having a fun time. He had an 
uncanny ability to break the 
ice and, in general, was a very 
friendly person. He was a joy 
to be around.

He married Lyndsie Latham 
at age 27 and built a home in 
Turnersville, where they were 
regularly active hunting, fish-
ing, and spending time with 
family and friends. They wel-
comed his oldest son, Sadler 
Dale Cockrell, into the world 
in 2012. Chris was a highly 
attentive father who was 
hands-on from the start. His 
passion was team roping. He 
was certainly handy with a 
rope and was a good horse-
man as well. He enjoyed suc-
cess in the arena and was 
proud of those accomplish-
ments.,

Later in life, Chris and Kris-
ten Manning fell in love, and 
together, they built a life in 
Jonesboro. He became a step-
father to Landri and Gentri 
and in 2019, his youngest 
son, Sterlin Dane Cockrell, 
was born. He spent his days 

working to provide for his 
family and supporting his 
children in their numerous 
activities. He worked tireless-
ly to transform their prop-
erty into a beautiful home 
with his fine craftsmanship. 
He was dedicated to making 
whatever he touched top-
notch. He was a Jack-of-all-
trades and a master of many. 
He truly could “ride, rope, 
hammer and paint, and do 
things with his hands that 
most men can’t.” He worked 
as a construction superinten-
dent for Jerry Wright Homes 
for 14 years, overlooking 
countless projects. He cur-
rently owned and operated a 
fencing company, C3 Fences 
& Barns, and prided himself 
on fabricating quality fences, 
arenas and barns. Agricul-
ture was a central focus in 
his life. Often he listened to 
or watched live auctions on 
his phone. He spent hours 
researching techniques to 
be successful in different 
endeavors. He kept up with 
professional rodeo and col-
lege football, and you can 
guarantee he was going to 
be watching those Cowboys. 
He was a music connoisseur 
and particularly loved Texas 
country music.

Chris will be deeply missed 
by his family and friends. He 
was important and he was 
loved.

He was preceded in death 
by his son, Kaycee Dale 
Cockrell, and grandparents, 
Kathleen and Buck Cockrell.

 Chris is survived by his 
wife, Kristen Manning; chil-
dren, Sadler Dale Cockrell, 
Sterlin Dane Cockrell, Landri 
Ryanne McFarlin, Gentri Ma-
rie McFarlin; parents, Donna 
Glass Olson and husband, 
James; Bradley Cockrell and 
wife, Tonia; grandparents, 
Donald and Louise Glass; 
brothers, Blayne Cockrell, 
Andrew Gover and wife, 
Courtney; and a sister, Ta-
mara Cockrell.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily has established a benefit 
account for Chris’s children 
at the First National Bank of 
Evant, Gatesville and Ogles-
by.

Hospital. After their retire-
ment, they moved to Llano 
in 1989, where they resided 
until moving to Gatesville 
in 2006.

Marge loved the Lord and 
has been a devoted and ac-
tive member of the Baptist 
church her entire life and 
was a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Gates-
ville. After their retirement, 
she and her husband were 
active in the Texas Bap-
tist Men Retiree Builders, 
participating in the con-
struction and expansion 
of over 150 churches over 
a 20-year period through-
out the United States. She 
had many hobbies, most 
notably oil painting, and 
was very accomplished at 
Texas and Rocky Mountain 
landscapes.  She also en-
joyed gardening and was a 
fantastic cook. Her joy and 
delight in her later years 
were her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

 She was preceded in 
death by her parents; three 
sisters, Madeline Crabaugh, 
Mary Alice Wily and Imo-
gene Lichnovsky.

Margerie is survived by 
her husband of 67 years, 
Vance Oney; sons, Stephen 
Oney, Bruce Oney and wife, 
Ling; grandchildren, Jero-
mie Oney, Kimberly Bates, 
Melissa Giacona, Brian 
Oney, Preston Oney; and 
great-grandchildren, Cay-
lee, Daylin, Alana, Mila, and 
Pete; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

The family requests that 
memorials be made to Tex-
as Baptist Men, 5351 Ca-
tron, Dallas, Texas 75227, 
or at www.tbmtx.org/ways-
to-give or the charity of 
choice.

Line worker and moving 
up to Purchasing Supervi-
sor over four branches of 
the company. In 1970, he 
moved to Royal Mfg. Co. 
Inc. located in Grand Prai-
rie, where he worked as the 
Quality Control Manager 
until 1990. He retired early 
so he could be the full-time 
care giver to his wife, Max-
ine, as she fought a valiant 
battle with colon cancer 
ending in 1993.

In 1998, he went to his 
50-year Turnersville High 
School Reunion, where he 
met an old friend, Joy Pat-
terson Bates, who had been 
widowed in 1991. He began 
to court her with flowers, 
square dancing dates, and 
playing dominos. On June 4, 
1999, Tommy married Joy 
Bates, and the two enjoyed 
23 fun-filled years together, 
before her death one week 
earlier than his on Febru-
ary 13, 2023. He promised 
her “she could go first,” and 
he kept that promise …. by 
one week!

Tommy and Joy had a qui-
et life split between Gates-
ville and Creede, Colorado.  
He loved working in the 
barn/workshop on his hob-
bies of “inventing things 
that moved & solved prob-
lems” and with his wood-
working toys.

Tommy is preceded in 
death by his first wife, Max-
ine, and his second wife, 
Joy; brother James Ross 
and a granddaughter, Victo-
ria Joyce (Tori). 

He is survived by his 
three children, T. Wayne 
Ross and wife, Joyce, Re-
becca DeLong and husband, 
John, and Cynthia Ross-Bell 
and husband, Randie; and 
all his grandchildren: Jason, 
Jessica, Tyler, Antora, Beth, 
Amanda, and Adam. 

In his own words, “I never 
decided what I wanted to 
do when I grew up. I just 
walked the way the wind 
blew,” and it served him 
well for 92 years.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requested that me-
morials be made to the Boys 
& Girls Club, 2533 E. Main 
Street, Gatesville, TX 76528.

Staff Reports 

A community-wide Clear 
It & Clean It Day event was 
held last weekend at Moth-
er Neff Baptist Church. The 
goal was to clear brush and 
overgrowth to bring new 
life to the historic space. 

Volunteers were entered 
for a chance to win various 
prizes including gift certifi-
cates. 

Mother Neff Baptist 
Church is on six acres of 
land donated by Pat Neff 
in 1945 for the church’s 
use. The church was used 
off and on for many years 
by different organizations. 
The homeowner’s asso-
ciation that surrounds the 
church made an agreement 
with the church association 
and built a small building to 
use as the community cen-
ter for meetings and such, 
but the church is to remain 
active by holding services, 
prayer meetings, etc. 

Mother Neff Baptist 
Church hosts “Clear It 
& Clean It Day”

The vision is to restore the 
community center building, 
add a playground, a picnic 
area, a proper parking area, 
an outdoor seating area, a 
fire pit for prayer circles, 
and a proper church build-
ing to hold regular Sunday 
services. “The clean-up day 
is our first event we are 
holding in order to start 
cleaning the enormous 
overgrowth and brush,” Jes-
sica Owens, President of the 
church explained. 

While the church works 
toward additional goals, 
monthly Community Prayer 
and Church Association 
meetings will be held on 
the first Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. Other 
events are in the works, and 
the first will be an Easter 
sunrise service on Sunday, 
April 9 starting at 6:30 a.m. 

Mother Neff Baptist 
Church is located at 1415 
TX-236 near Moody.
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24 Hour Red Dyed

Farm Diesel

Unleaded & Clear Diesel

8-5, M-F

254-675-8107

BULK DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

MyattFuels.net

202 N. Ave B • ON THE TRACKS

Clifton, TX

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For 
Appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

The Coryell City / Osage 
Volunteer Fire Department 
will be hosting a soup and 
chili fundraiser on Saturday, 
March 18, from 6-8 p.m. at 
301 CR 255 in Coryell City.

Submitted by Marsha Lee

The next meeting for Cory-
ell Retired School Personnel 
(CRSP) will be March 23, at 
Ranchers’ Steakhouse. Mem-
bers may arrive at 9:30 a.m. 
for social time, and the meet-
ing is set to begin at 10 a.m. 

Thank you to our members 
for their efforts and sup-
port of fundraising activi-
ties at our January and Feb-
ruary meetings. The “silent 
auction” in January raised 
enough money for CRSP to 
provide two scholarships for 

The Gatesville Primary 
School recently announced 
the registration dates for 
kindergarten and pre-k reg-
istration for the 2023-2024 
school year.

Registration for pre-k will 
be on Tuesday, April 11, 
from noon until 6 p.m. Reg-
istration will be at the main 
entrance to the Primary 
School – the north entrance 
facing the football stadium. 
Pre-k students must be four 
years old on or before Sept. 
1, 2023.

Kindergarten students 

CRSP meeting to feature M.J. Wofford as Elizabeth Barrett Browning
graduating seniors enroll-
ing in college this fall and 
planning to pursue a career 
in education. The “Bingo for 
Books” in February also net-
ted a nice amount of money 
to be added to our Children’s 
Book Project Fund to pur-
chase new books to replace 
some of the 2,320 books we 
gave away last year to chil-
dren ages 12 and under.

Members are reminded 
that March is “dues-paying 
month” for the coming year 
(2023-2024). Dues money 

may be given to our treasur-
er, Anne Byrom, at the meet-
ing. Dues are $45 ($35 for 
our state organization and 
$10 for our local chapter). 
We are also requested to give 
our community volunteer 
hours from the last meeting 
to this one to Debbie Grmela. 
Those hours can be logged in 
as we sign in at the meeting.

Our program for this meet-
ing will be presented by M.J. 
Wofford. She attended Bay-
lor University, majoring in 
history and English. The Eng-

lish Department was located 
in the Armstrong Browning 
Library, so she became quite 
familiar with it. She took the 
Browning course and fell in 
love with it. Her presentation 
will be on the life of Eliza-
beth Barrett Browning. Mrs. 
Wofford also presents a pro-
gram on Dale Evans Rogers, 
which some of you have per-
haps already enjoyed.

Dates to Remember: (1) 
April 12 – “A Day at the 
Capitol;” (2) April 27 – our 
regular meeting “What’s New 

in 4-H?” with Becky Coward 
and Youth; and (3) May 16 
– District XII Spring Leader-
ship Meeting at Region XII 
Education Service Center in 
Waco, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Anyone is welcome to attend. 
Our own JoAnn Sugg will be 
presiding over the meeting 
as District XII President. 

If you are a school retiree 
and have not yet joined our 
organization, we would in-
vite you to attend a meeting 
and see exactly what kinds 
of things we do. By way of 

explanation, we are a mem-
ber of TRTA (Texas Retired 
Teachers Association), but 
we choose to call our organi-
zation Coryell Retired School 
Personnel to indicate that we 
are open not only to teach-
ers, but also to other school 
personnel as well. You would 
be an asset to our organiza-
tion, and we would welcome 
your membership. For more 
information, contact Gail 
Johnson, chapter President, 
at 254-865-4388.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Cotton Belt Depot Foundation held its annual $10K Giveaway on March 4. The foundation raises 
money for restoration and upkeep of the historic Cotton Belt Depot that houses The Gatesville Cham-
ber of Commerce. Numerous area businesses help to sponsor this event every year by donating mon-
ey, auction items, and raffle prizes. Pictured are the 2023 $10K winners: Keith and Lisa Bankhead, 
Kelley Brister, and Mike Kaibas.

WINNER, WINNER!

Soup, chili fundraiser today
The menu will include 

chili, chicken and dump-
lings, taco soup, chicken 
and rice, and stew. The cost 
will be $8 for all you can eat. 
Carry-out will also be avail-

able with pints for $6 and 
quarts $10.

For more information, call 
254-230-8758.

Registration dates set for GISD 
Pre-k and kindergarten

must be five years old on or 
before Sept. 1, 2023. Regis-
tration will be on Tuesday, 
April 18, from noon until 6 
p.m. The registration loca-
tion for Kindergarten will 
also be at the main entrance 
of Gatesville Primary. 

Items that the primary 
school will need for regis-
tration include:

1. Official birth cer-
tificate with raised seal (not 
the hospital certificate).

2. Social Security card
3. Complete, validat-

ed immunization record in-

cluding four-year boosters
4. Picture I.D. of par-

ent enrolling child (driver’s 
license)

5. Proof of residency 
(utility bill, lease contract)

6. Proof of income for 
household – three months 
of pay stubs (pre-k only)

7. GISD faculty or mil-
itary ID (pre-k only)

For additional informa-
tion or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact the 
Gatesville Primary Office at 
254-865-7264.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Gatesville Chamber of Commerce recently selected Scott’s Funeral Home as its March Business of 
the Month. Scott’s Funeral Home is owned by Daren Moore and is located at 2425 E. Main Street in Gates-
ville. Daren considers it an honor to provide assistance and guidance to those who have lost a loved one. 
Scott’s Funeral Home is a locally owned and operated business that was established in 1907.  Members 
of the Gatesville Chamber of Commerce presented Moore with a trophy and certificate in honor of being 
chosen Business of the Month. This award is sponsored by Extraco Banks and The Gatesville Messenger. 
Each month, the Gatesville Chamber recognizes an outstanding business, and those winners will also 
be in the running for Business of the Year, which is awarded each year at the annual chamber banquet. 
Nominees must be a member of the chamber.

CHAMBER MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Members of the Exchange 
Club of Gatesville will join 
thousands of fellow Exchan-
gites across the country 
throughout the month of 
April to promote child abuse 
prevention awareness in 
their local communities. 

The Exchange Club of 
Gatesville will be hosting 
its “Day of the Child” child 
abuse prevention project on 
Saturday, April 15, from 10 

Day of the Child event scheduled
a.m. until 1 p.m. in front of 
Gatesville’s Freedom Park on 
Hwy. 84.

The Exchange Club will of-
fer some easy-to-use tips to 
help all parents. They will 
also partner with other orga-
nizations who offer services 
to children and families.

A free hotdog sack lunch 
will be provided for children 
ages 12 and under. Lunches 
will be available for those 

older than 12 for a nominal 
fee.

If your organization offers 
services to children and you 
would like to have a space, 
contact any Exchange Club 
member.

For additional information 
about The National Exchange 
Club or “Believe in the Blue,” 
please visit www.NationalEx-
changeClub.org.

Marriage license applica-
tions that were filed during 
the month of February 2023 
at the Coryell County Clerk’s 
Office include:

Tracy Spencer O’Neil and 
Melissa Ray; Thomas Earl 
Manning and Cynthia Maiori-
no Orta; Jesse Dean Briscoe 
and Courtney Danielle Ke-
own; Malik Biagas and Kylie 
Ann Rodriguez; Ronald Ed-
ward McCann and Sukcha 
Choe McCann; Zeth Thomas 
Williams and Rachel Marie 

Marriage license applications filed at 
Coryell County Courthouse in Feb.

Suttles; Brenden Michael 
Hoffmann and Ashlyn Lee 
Barnes; Patrick Anthony 
Zamor and Saudia Ayanna 
Claunts; Pablo Manuel San-
tiago, Jr. and Feather Rain 
Alcantar; Charles Ivy Shep-
herd and Rhonda Rene Shep-
herd; Andrew Jacob Hancock 
and Audrey Brooke Ashcraft; 
Dennis Michael Gatewood 
and Melissa Kay Brink; Milton 
Roberto Aguilar, Jr. and Lun-
den Michelle Leonard Nappa; 
Oscar Alonzo Holguin and 

Maria Del Rosario Fraticelli; 
Richard Alan Hoppe and 
Alice Marie Franklin; Juan 
Ramon Montanez-Olivo and 
Omayra Rodriguez Figueroa; 
Chantry Wyn Phillips and 
Ashley Danielle Buff; Erik 
Richard Fleming and Chris-
tina Renee McKenzie; Zane 
Gunner McCollum and Jes-
sica Erin Flaherty; and Bran-
don Evan Paglione and Hunt-
er Renee Graham.
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Coryell City/Osage VFD

Sat., March 18 • 6-8 P.M.
301 CR 255 in Coryell City, Texas

For info., call (254) 230-8758

SOUP & CHILI FUNDRAISER

All-You-Can-Eat
$8.00

•••••••••••••••••

Carry-out Prices

Pints $6.00
Quarts $10.00

Chili

Chicken & 
Dumplings

Taco Soup

Chicken & Rice

Stew

Join us for a day of exploring the educational 

career opportunities available in a correctional facility. 

INFORMATIONAL
CAREER TOUR

For more information, contact Regional Principal Azure Mach (936) 577-8244

• Woodman Campus

 Gatesville Area

 Saturday, March 25, 2023

 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

• Hughes Campus

 Gatesville Area

 Monday, March 27, 2023

 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM

• Woodman Campus

 Gatesville Area

 Tuesday, March 28, 2023

 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM

• Travis State Jail

 Austin Area

 Wednesday, March 29, 2023

 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

• Halbert Campus

 Burnet Area

 Thursday, March 30, 2023

 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

Scan Here 

To Register

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

The Coryell County Court-
house will celebrate its 
125th anniversary honoring 
the completion of the court-
house construction in 1898. 
The building was started the 
previous year in 1897. This 
summer, there will be a cel-
ebration on the courthouse 
lawn commemorating the 
structure’s anniversary.

The Coryell County His-
torical Commission is in 
the need of your help. Pho-
tographs of the actual con-
struction of the courthouse 
are being sought. If you have 
or know of any photographs 
of the construction, please 
notify the historical commis-
sion, which is located at the 

Blarney Castle was built 
by Cormac Laidir MacCarthy 
back in the 15th century. Sev-
eral stories have been passed 
down that attempt to explain 
the power of the Blarney 
Stone and how it came into 
existence. One legend tells 
of Cormac Laidir MacCarthy 
being involved in a lawsuit 
and appealing to the Irish 
goddess of love and beauty, 
Cliodhna, to help him be-
cause he was not good at 
speaking and was afraid he 
would lose his case in court. 
She told him to kiss the first 
stone he found in the morn-
ing on his way to court. He 
did so, and spoke eloquently 
in court, thus winning his 
case. He then had the stone 
set into the inner wall of 
a parapet surrounding the 
outer wall of the tower of 

Historical Commission in need of courthouse construction photos

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER 

Coryell County Courthouse

Coryell County Main Street 
Annex at 800 E. Main Street.

The Coryell County Court-
house is a historic building 
located on the courthouse 
square, the county seat of 
Coryell County. Built in 
1897–98, it was the county’s 
third courthouse; Architect 
Wesley Clark Dodson, a de-
signer of many civil build-
ings in Texas, designed the 
Beaux Arts building. In his 
design, Dodson modified the 
traditional cross-axial plan 
to allow for the erection of 
a central tower. By moving 
the district courtroom to a 
position alongside the tower 
rather than centered under-
neath it, he was able to ex-
tend the masonry support 
walls to the ground and sup-
port the tower.

An important feature of the 
courthouse is the massive 
classical porticos, differing 
somewhat in scale and treat-
ment, which define the north 
and south entries. The south 
portico has paired corner 
columns, while the north has 
single columns. The porticos 
rise from a one-story base of 
rusticated stone with arched 
entries in the lower level. The 
openings flanking the cen-
tral arch are smaller on the 
north facade. Red sandstone 
Corinthian columns support 
white sandstone pediments, 
with the five-pointed star of 
Texas inset in contrasting 
carved stone.

The courthouse was added 
to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1977.

Gatesville resident Dona Gallagher once kissed the Blarney Stone

T
he Blarney 

Stone is a 

block of an-

cient lime-

stone built into the 

battlements of Blarney 

Castle in Blarney, Ire-

land, about five miles 

from the city of Cork. 

BY MARSHA LEE
Contributing Writer

the castle in 1446. Another 
version of the stone’s power 
involves Cormac Teige Mac-
Carthy, who had a falling out 
with Queen Elizabeth I over 
rights to his land. He felt 
inadequate to speak before 
the Queen and was much 
concerned that we would 
not be able to convince her 
to change her mind. On the 
way to see the Queen, he met 
an old woman, and she told 
him that kissing a particu-
lar stone in Blarney Castle 
would give him the gift of el-
oquent speech. He followed 
her advice and persuaded 
the Queen not to take his 
land. Thus, kissing the Blar-
ney Stone is said to give the 
kisser the “gift of gab” (or 
eloquence, flattery, and per-
suasiveness, and even the 
ability to deceive another 
person without offending 
him).

One has to kiss the Blar-
ney Stone upside down, be-
cause that is the only way 
to reach the stone. It is not 
an easy or risk-free task. 
Rather inconveniently, the 
Blarney Stone was built into 
the east wall of the battle-
ment 85 feet off the ground. 
To reach it, one has to climb 
128 narrow stone steps. The 
participant then must lean 
backward on the parapet’s 
edge to kiss it and receive 
its gift. In the past, the per-

toilet. Sorry …
Here are the names of a 

few famous people who have 
kissed the Blarney Stone: Sir 
Winston Churchill, Sir Mick 
Jagger, Stan Laurel (Oliver 
Hardy waited for him below), 
Sir Walter Scott, and Ron-
ald Reagan. Even if you de-
cide not to kiss the Blarney 
Stone, there are many other 
things and places to explore 
in the castle and its gardens 
(including a poison garden). 

COURTESY PHOTO

 Dona Gallagher, a former Gatesville teacher, prepares to kiss the Blarney Stone during a visit to Ireland.

son was held by the ankles 
and lowered over to kiss the 
stone. Now visitors can lie 
on a mat, lean down back-
wards, and hold on to two 
iron railings as they kiss the 
stone. Assistants are there to 
help visitors pull themselves 
back up. They may also sit 
on the visitor’s legs or lap to 
help keep them from sliding 
off the parapet. No one has 
ever died kissing the Blarney 
Stone, but a tragedy in 2017 
made people think a little. A 
25-year-old man died when 
visiting the castle in May of 
that year, but the incident 
occurred when he fell from 
another part of the castle. 
This incident led to some 
safeguards like iron guide 
rails and protective cross-
bars. Still, the Blarney Stone 
is located about 85 feet up, 
and the whole experience 
can trigger a fear of heights.

With 400,000 pairs of lips 
touching the Blarney Stone 
each year, it is certainly not 
sterile. The Blarney Stone is 
cleaned regularly by castle 
staff throughout the day 
(along with the mat, the iron 
bars, the railings, ropes, etc.), 
but it is just not cleaned be-
tween every kiss. This may 
help some who are aware of 
the little-known fact that the 
Blarney Stone was once part 
of a toilet, in fact, the deflec-
tor stone at the bottom of a 

The city of Cork is a short 
distance away and has an 
old gaol (jail) that features 
waxed figures and old graf-
fiti. There is also an English 
Market nearby along with 
11 of the best old pubs, 13 
brunch places in Cork, and 
15 of the best restaurants. 
There are historical sites: the 
Butter Museum, Elizabeth 
Fort, St. Fin Barre’s Cathe-
dral, and Blackrock Castle.

One final note: According 

to tradition, at Texas Tech 
University, a stone fragment 
displayed on its campus 
since 1939 is a missing piece 
of the Blarney Stone, but no 
one seems to know how this 
was determined. (Ritz, Jen-
nifer. “This is Texas Tech,” 
Texas Techsan Magazine. 
Lubbock, Texas: Texas Tech 
Alumni Association: 7 (7-25-
2014)

Getting up an hour earlier 
is a bit difficult for this old, 
retired person. It is, howev-
er, always fun to count how 

many people come to church 
at the end of services. It 
didn’t seem to be advertised 
a lot this time period … or 

maybe I just had selective 
comprehension about this 
(dreaded—in my opinion) an-
nual event. Anyway, have you 
noticed how green and pret-
ty everything looks since the 
nice rains? I get reports from 
some of the Pearl crew about 
rainfall and other weather 
conditions almost daily. I’m 
hoping to hear about some-
one’s first bluebonnet sight-
ing soon, too. I haven’t seen 
any in east Texas yet, but I 
have seen the telling sign of 
their leaves on the ground. 

PEARL NEWS

Time change can be a bit difficult for an old, retired person

BY BETSY CLARK
Pearl News Correspondent

I 
hope you all remem-

bered to “Spring For-

ward” last Saturday 

night. 

The first bluebonnet sighting 
is a definite mood-lifter!

The next Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore Day and Pearl 
Bluegrass event will be April 
1. There are so many “new to 
the bookstore” items ready 
to be purchased which will 
make your shopping even 
more fun. Remember, the 
bookstore is open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on that day. 
Bring friends and enjoy the 
unique experience of this 
treasure. For the newcomers, 
you will arrive as friends and 

leave as family. Corlisa, Kay 
and Linda make sure of that.

Pearl Church of Christ has 
announced its annual Vaca-
tion Bible School dates: May 
29 through June 2,, 9 a.m. 
until noon. Please share this 
information with all your 
friends and family. Everyone 
is welcome.

What did pirates call No-
ah’s boat? The “arrrrrrk.”

This week’s Bible verse 
comes from Deuteronomy 
7:9: “Know therefore that the 
Lord your God is God; He is 

the faithful God, keeping His 
covenant of love to a thou-
sand generations of those 
who love Him and keep His 
commandments.” (NIV)

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas, 
Facebook page and the Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore and Re-
sale Shop Facebook page. 
Please send any Pearl news 
to betsyclark47@yahoo.com.
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To Place An Order Call

1-800-643-8439

FISH DAY
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!!!

Delivery Will Be:
 

Wed., Mar. 29
WACO

2:00pm-2:45pm at
Brazos Feed & Supply

GATESVILLE
4:00pm-4:45pm at

Coryell Feed & Supply

Thurs., Mar. 30
COPPERAS COVE
7:30am-8:15am at
D&D Feed Store

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

www.fishwagon.com

FISH WAGON

42 Tournament
Saturday

March 25

Registration 11:30-12:30

Play begins at 1:00 p.m.

$10 Entry fee • $20 per team
Need a partner? Call 254-494-0110 or 254-494-0010.

Download registration form at 
www.turnersvillestampede.com under “VENDOR” tab

TURNERSVILLE

COMMUNITY CENTER

MEXICAN MEAL SERVED AT NOON
$12 each • Tournament players & Kids 6 & under $6
Bake Sale & Silent Auction

BYOB/No glass containers

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

H Lowest Rates in Town H
H Financing & Payment Plans H

24 HOUR SERVICE

254-865-5222 or 888-333-0468
120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528 (across from the jail)

SALE EVERY SAT. 
CATTLE AT NOON

Saturday, Mar. 11, 2023 
Jody & Robin Thomas • (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 210-275 
300-400 lb. 210-275 
400-500 lb. 200-240
500-600 lb. 185-235
600-700 lb. 175-215
700-800 lb. 165-195

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 180-235
300-400 lb. 180-235    
400-500 lb. 180-220
500-600 lb. 170-205
600-700 lb. 155-185
700-800 lb. 140-165

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 90-105
Low Yielding 65-80       
Fats 80-95
Thin & Shelly 35-60

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 90-125

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1400-1750
Young Fair 1100-1400
Aged Pairs Split

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 750-1650

Number of Head 623

60+ ANGUS BULLS  
FOR SALE PRIVATE TREATY
Featuring sons of: GAR Home Town 

GAR Xceptional n GAR Sure Fire

We Deliver!  n  One Year Guarantee 
Genomic Enhanced EPDs  n  Docility  n  Calving Ease 

Sound Feet  n  Discounts for Multiple Head Purchase

Kelly Giles n Giles Angus Ranch
Canyon, TX 79015 n (806) 655-5800 n Kelly.Giles@YMail.com

SEE THE COMPLETE LISTING OF BULLS FOR SALE AT GILESANGUS.COM

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

Coryell County District At-
torney Dusty Boyd recently 
addressed the Exchange 
Club of Gatesville and spoke 
to the group about the num-

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mar. 8

12:33 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
4600 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.

3:59 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1300 
block of Green’s Private 
Drive.

3:09 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Oakcrest Drive.

4:56 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 200 block of 
N. 8th Street.
Mar. 9

7:51 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Old Osage Road.

9:40 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2400 block of 
E. Main Street.

1:12 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 2300 
block of Hay Valley Road.

1:52 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Avenue B.
Mar. 10

12:48 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 4600 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

1:13 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1300 block of Green’s Private 
Drive.

The DISPATCH

5:03 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 300 block of N. 
14th Street.

7:06 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of Boone Street.
Mar. 11

9:17 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1400 block of 
Mills Street.

10:24 a.m., harassment 
was reported in the 200 
block of N. 8th Street.

12:02 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2300 block of 
Business Hwy. 36.

10:19 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 200 
block of Old Osage Road.
Mar. 12

6:29 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1300 block of 
E. Main Street.

11:50 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 500 
block of Fennimore Street.

2:44 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 200 block of 
S. 3rd Street.

7:13 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Dora’s Lane.
Mar. 13

1:15 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
2300 block of E. Main Street.

2:04 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 500 

block of N. 11th Street.
3:38 a.m., suspicious activ-

ity was reported in the 100 
block of Dodds Creek Drive.

7:17 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 2200 
block of Bridge Street.
Mar. 14

8:36 a.m., an assault was 
reported in the 300 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

4:18 p.m., a vehicle fire was 
reported in the 8400 block of 
S. Hwy. 36.

7:35 p.m., an armed sus-
pect was reported in the 
1500 block of St. Louis Street.

8:12 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 100 block of 
Magaldi Street.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Mar. 8

12:25 a.m., a domestic 
disturbance was reported in 
the 600 block of Fennimore 
Street.

12:55 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
14000 block of S. Hwy. 36.

3:57 a.m., a disturbance/
noise complaint was re-
ported in the 1300 block of 
Greens Road.

7:21 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported at the 
Cowboy Church at Leon 
Junction.
Mar. 9

7:50 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
600 block of Moccasin Bend 
Road.

10:23 a.m., animal cru-
elty was reported in the 500 
block of Mountain Road.

4:00 p.m., a vehicle fire was 
reported in the 3000 block of 
S. Hwy. 36.

6:27 p.m., stalking was re-
ported in the 1200 block of 
Madison Lane.
Mar. 10

5:56 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 200 
block of Barton Lane.

7:10 a.m., a possible fire 
was reported in the 1200 
block of River Road.

8:23 a.m., an assault was 
reported in the 200 block of 
Inez Lane.

6:53 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 500 block of 
E. Leon Street.
Mar. 11

9:59 a.m., animal neglect 
was reported in the 100 
block of Ranier Road.

11:37 a.m., an out-of-con-
trol child was reported in the 
100 block of Ramsey Avenue.

2:39 p.m., a civil mat-
ter was reported in the 300 
block of FM 107.

11:52 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
FM 929 by Coryell City Water 
Supply.
Mar. 12

11:32 a.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 1200 block of 
Straws Mill Road.

12:13 p.m., trespassing 
was reported in the 100 
block of Petsick Lane.

8:07 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 100 
block of Dora’s Lane.

10:19 p.m., a civil mat-
ter was reported in the 300 
block of Indian Creek Road.
Mar. 13

3:53 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
400 block of CR 108.

12:10 p.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 200 
block of Barton Lane.

2:52 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
200 block of CR 330.

4:42 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
CR 82.
Mar. 14

8:30 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
1113 and Ft. Panic Road.

4:20 p.m., a vehicle fire was 
reported in the 8400 block of 
S. Hwy. 36 and FM 1829.

5:22 p.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
Boone Avenue.

10:07 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 500 block of 
E. Leon Street.

The following is a partial breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of March 8–14.  Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, 
while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

Centex Crime Stoppers can 
use your help in solving a 
case of the burglary of a ve-
hicle. During the overnight 
hours from March 7 to the 
afternoon of March 8, an un-
known person(s) committed 
an act of burglary of a motor 
vehicle in the 100 block of 
Oak Crest Drive.  Suspect(s) 
broke a window to the ve-

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville Exchange Club president, Helen Munday, greets their guest speaker Coryell County District 
Attorney, Dusty Boyd.

Dusty Boyd speaks to Exchange Club about numbers 
ber of criminal cases he has 
witnessed prior to COVID 
and in the years following. 

“We are driven by num-
bers, which is something we 
do at the DA’s office so that 
we can stay ahead in captur-
ing the type of information 

we need so that we can stay 
ahead of the curve in the 
criminal justice world – num-
bers usually dictate that,” 
Boyd said.

“A year and a half ago to 
two years ago, we had some 
really interesting numbers 

during COVID and how CO-
VID impacted my office and 
how our numbers defined 
our successes, moving cas-
es,” he said. 

During that time, Boyd re-
ported that his office ended 
up trying 20% of the entire 
state’s jury trials, which re-
ally wasn’t a lot, but some 
courts weren’t having jury 
trials at all. 

“I’m really happy to report 
that, for the most part, out-
side some of the really big-
ger cases that happened dur-
ing 2021, we’re pretty much 
caught up,” Boyd said.

During the three-to-four-
year period, going back to 
2019, Boyd’s office received 
and reviewed 902 felony 
cases. The following year, 
in 2020, that number went 
up slightly to 919 cases. In 
2021, that number spiked to 
1,154 cases, but came down 
a little in 2022 to 1,104. 

“This is the most it’s been 
since I’ve been DA the last 
two years,” he said.

As the cases come in, Boyd 
reported he has five assis-
tant DA’s, which have a cer-
tain assignment list of cases 

that they prosecute special-
izing in certain areas such 
as sexual assault, crimes 
against children, narcot-
ics, burglary and property 
crimes, and DWI. 

“All five of them have a list 
of cases that they take, and 
they screen,” he said.

In 2002 they opened with 
1,104 cases that were sub-
mitted to his office. They 
opened 589 of those cases 
and closed 889 cases. 

“As a manager of the of-
fice, what I’m always looking 
for — are we closing more 
cases than we’re opening so 
I can’t let the boat get upside 
down where we’re taking in 
more water than we’re push-
ing out,” Boyd said.

Boyd explained the rea-
son they were able to move 
so many cases last year was 
because two years ago, the 
commissioners court ap-
proved a new assistant attor-
ney, so they went from four 
assistant DA’s to five. Boyd 
said when he first became 
the DA 10 years ago, he only 
had two ADA’s and now he 
has five. 

“What I’ve managed to see 

as our caseloads increase, 
because our intake numbers 
are going up, gaining new as-
sistants help us keep pace 
with the percentage. In 2022, 
the DA’s office was able to 
return 339 indictments,” he 
said.

Boyd said they continue to 
work many jury trials. 

“In 2019 we did a total of 
20 jury trials – we had 15 
guilty and three not-guilty. 
In 2020, where you’ll see 
the effect of COVID, we only 
did four jury trials where we 
had four guilty and zero not 
guilty,” he said. “In 2021, 
we started working our way 
back up with 13 jury trials 
– 10 guilty and three not-
guilty, and then last year 
[2022], we were back up to 
14 trials with twelve guilty, 
one not-guilty, and one mis-
trial.”

Boyd emphasized the im-
portance of a DA’s office.

“What I tell my staff all the 
time is that the true mea-
surement of a DA’s office 
isn’t whether you win jury 
trials or not, that’s less than 
one percent of what we do 
every day,” Boyd said.

hicle and stole various tools 
including multiple styles of 
saws and a Sears air com-
pressor. 

If you have any informa-
tion about any case or any lo-
cal crime, call Centex Crime 
Stoppers 24 hours a day at 
1-254-865-8477 (TIPS) or vis-
it our website at www. Cen-
texcrimestoppers.org or by 

downloading the “P3” mobile 
app available on both the 
Apple App Store and Google 
Play Store. 

Vehicle burglary on Oak Crest Drive
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BY JANN DWORSKY
212th article Coryell County News January 10 and 14, 
1969

One article in the newspaper stated below:
“Groundwork begins for H.E.B. grocery store. H.E.B. Con-

struction Company moved in heavy equipment this week 
to begin groundwork for a new Food Center in Gatesville. 
Construction Superintendent J.H. McDaniels estimated con-
struction would be completed on the new store in about 
four months.”

Now I had an older friend that after the store was built 
would say to my aunt, “Callie Mae, I was going to the H.E. 
Butts store, and I wonder if you need anything.” She did this 
on purpose, every time, because she knew my aunt would 
laugh. I did, too.  Before you complain to me about my bad 
language, I need to tell you this is really the full name of all 
H.E.B. stores.

Another headline stated, “Stork Derby contest winner to 
be announced Monday.” In the paper this was the headline. 

“James Kevin Morgan is ‘Mr. 1969 of Coryell County.’ The 
proud parents of this bouncing baby boy are Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Morgan of 111 North 27th Street, Gatesville, Texas.  
Mr. Morgan is employed by Black’s Grocery in Gatesville and 
Mrs. Morgan has been a bookkeeper for White Auto Store in 
Gatesville, but for the time being will just be a mother and 
housewife.” 

Kevin makes us newspaper grandparents to 33, and we 
at the news wish him all the blessings and a rich full life. If 
one of Kevin’s parents, or a representative, will come by the 

News office, they can pick up a letter of introduction and a 
list of people who welcome Kevin with a gift.

There is nothing exclusive in the “Baby’s Club” and all 
merchants are invited to join in to welcome the first baby of 
each year. We run a small ad twice for each merchant and 

they give the first baby of the year a present. Of course, in 
case of multiple births, the gifts would be matched, even 
quadruplets, or quintuplets. Who knows, it might happen. 
So far, our winners have all been one Mr. or Miss since the 
contest was begun in 1937.”

Another article stated the following:
“Mitchell Spurs are Exhibited at the Optimist Meeting. Mr. 

Lloyd Mitchell exhibited his famous spur collection at the 
Monday evening meeting of the Optimist Club at the Cha-
teau Ville Restaurant. He exhibited only a small portion of 
his immense collection, which is rated by many as the larg-
est spur collection in the world.”

Coryell Museum has been grateful to receive this fine 
collection of spurs from his family. Come to the museum 
and see part of this amazing collection. We have two rooms 
packed with spurs and a total of 24,400 square feet of other 
exhibit space showing Coryell County from 1854 forward. 
Lloyd Mitchell coached many kids in Gatesville and taught 
many of us American history. Come in and tell us your 
memories of him. 

Coryell Museum and Historical Center is open Wednesday 
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. We have a Gift Shop of 
items unique to Coryell, especially dozens of books by Co-
ryell County writers including Cotton Davidson, and a “Co-
ryell County Scrapbook” by Mildred Mears. 

Come in anytime during business hours or call ahead for 
your school kids, reunion, or family groups to have a special 
tour. Call 254-865-5007.

Looking back at events in 1969 - including a new H-E-B store

Whatever happened to ...
TWENTY YEARS AGO (2003)
— A smaller-sized sculpture of “Old Yell-

er” was presented to the Gatesville Public 
Library by the artist, Garland Weeks. He had 
been commissioned to create a life-sized 
monument of the dog to honor the classic 
book’s author, Fred Gibson. Weeks had fam-
ily members who were from Coryell County.

— The Gatesville Exchange Club honored 
two high school seniors, Kolten Byrom and 
Amanda Hopson, as the March “Students of 
the Month” for the 2002-03 school year. The 
two were also to be recognized at the annual 
Golden Deeds banquet to be held the follow-
ing month.

— Bonnie A. Wood of Gatesville was 
awarded the Registered Health Information 
Administrator (RHIA) certification by the 
American Health Information Management 
Association. At that time, Wood was serv-
ing as a health information supervisor for a 
Burnet hospital.

— Navy Seaman Apprentice Michael J. 
Blackwell had completed U.S. Navy basic 
training at Recruit Training Command in 
Great Lake, Illinois. Blackwell was a 2002 
graduate of Gatesville High School.

— Coryell County Sheriff Roger Faught 
and other members of the Sheriff’s Office 
conducted tours of their offices for third 
grade students from Gatesville Elementary 
School. The students also visited other loca-
tions in the downtown area.

— Gatesville High School baseball pitcher 
Darwin Lucero was described as “Bringin’ 

the heat” as he pitched in his opening-round 
outing against Bangs at the Hamilton tour-
nament. The freshman pitched six-and-a-
third innings, striking out seven batters.

THIRTY YEARS AGO (1993)
— Governor Ann Richards announced the 

appointment of Terri Schnorrenberg to the 
Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles along 
with seven other appointees. Schnorren-
berg’s six-year term will end Feb. 1, 1999.

— District Judge Phillip Zeigler appointed 
Ben Roberts to replace retiring county audi-
tor Minnie Perryman. While Perryman was 
still acting in her position as auditor, Rob-
erts was to serve temporarily under her as 
interim auditor.

— Webelos Scout Jake Boswell of Pack 
277, Gatesville, was presented a check for 
being the top popcorn salesman in the Leon 
Valley District. Jake planned to purchase a 
$100 U.S. Savings Bond with his prize. He 
was also awarded $25 worth of Scout equip-
ment for his sales accomplishment.

— Steve Brase of Leon Junction was pre-
sented the Driver of the Year Award from 
McLane Foodservice Division. He was also 
cited for four years of safe driving with the 
company. Steve and his wife were presented 
with an all-expense paid week-long vacation 
to the Grand Cayman Islands.

— Lazy Dollar Ranch and Cimarron Cattle 
Company of Gatesville received recognition 
at the San Antonio Livestock Exposition 
Brangus Show. The ranch pair combined to 
show their reserve grand champion bull.

— Bobby Barina was named the new As-
sistant District Attorney by Sandy Gately. 
Barina was scheduled to assist both District 
Attorney Gately and County Attorney Edwin 
Powell in prosecuting criminal cases on the 
county and district level.

FORTY YEARS AGO (1983)
— Red Glaze of Gatesville had his work 

cut out for him as he and his work crew set 
foundations in the 100 block of North 30th 
for four new $34,000 residences. Permits 
totaling $136,000 for the houses had been 
issued to Developer Ronnie Dixon.

— Beverly Floyd, a Baylor sophomore 
from Gatesville, was the only member of the 
BU women’s track team to score at the pres-
tigious Border Olympics held in Laredo. The 
former Hornet star was listed as the daugh-
ter of Dr. and Mrs. William Floyd.

— Winning Division I (superior) ratings in 
a UIL regional solo contest at Killeen were 
five members of the Gatesville High School 
choir. Those students were Janet Farr, so-
prano; Monty Hudspeth, bass; Heidi Pentti, 
soprano; Ingrid Berg, soprano; and Rudy 
Rios, baritone.

— Gatesville High School students Bobby 
Shults, Shirley Franks, and Danny Curtis 
emerged as winners in the Area IX Vocation-
al Industrial Clubs of America Skills Olym-
pics contests held in Waco. They competed 
against students from a wide area of Texas.

— Sam Tessen, former director of the 
Mental Health-Mental Retardation Center in 
Gatesville, had opened his office for family 

counseling services. He was set to offer di-
agnostic evaluations and psychological test-
ing.

— Mr. and Mrs. Raymond C. Gohlke of 
Coryell City were in Kansas City attending 
a meeting celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of Production Credit Associations. Gohlke 
was one the board of directors of the Waco 
Production Credit Association.

FIFTY YEARS AGO (1973)
— Formal grand opening of the just-com-

pleted Gatesville Funeral Home was taking 
place. The newest local enterprise, located 
on West Main Street, was owned by Scott 
Marwitz, Joe Broadway, Richard Box and 
Rex Tilly.

— Minnie Perryman was appointed by 
Judge Byron McClellan to be the county au-
ditor. She had previously been working as 
the deputy auditor. She succeeded Newlon 
Sanford, who did not ask for re-appoint-
ment.

— Mrs. Clarence Barton, who had been 
described as a “very deserving and devoted 
nurse,” had been selected for special rec-
ognition at Coryell Memorial Hospital. She 
began working at the hospital in 1960 as a 
student nurse in the LVN program.

— Christy Edwards, a Baylor University 
co-ed from Gatesville, was pledging Phi 
Delta – an organization created in 1937 as a 
women’s music club. Edwards, a 1972 honor 
graduate of Gatesville High School, was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Edwards.

Remembering Uncle Bob
Robert Lee “Uncle Bob” Saun-

ders was an early-day resident of 
Gatesville and the son of one of 
Gatesville’s early business pio-
neers. Born in 1880 in Gatesville, 
Uncle Bob had many memories 
and stories from his childhood 
which, later in life, he put in writ-
ing during the 1940s and 1950s 
for The Gatesville Messenger in a 
weekly column titled “Down Mem-
ory Lane.”

According to John Frank Post, 
editor of the Gatesville Messenger 
from 1946-1978, “Mr. Saunders 
composed his Down Memory Lane 
columns from his West Main Street 
home in the shadow of the county 

courthouse dome. Deadline time 
would find him hunched square-
shouldered over his small desk 
pecking away at his typewriter.” 
Post continued, “disdaining the 
rules of grammar and political cor-
rectness, he wrote like he talked 
– straight and plain-speaking. He 
was spared any tedious research, 
as his gifted memory supplied him 
with facts that he could weave into 
his own inimitable embroidery, us-
ing colorful anecdotes, local his-
tory, and happenings. Yes, Uncle 
Bob knew how to juice up a story.”

Post recalled that the “Down 
Memory Lane” column was a hit 
with the readers of the newspaper 

from the beginning. Post said that 
Uncle Bob’s close friends felt he 
viewed his writing as a “gift to his 
generation and a legacy to genera-
tions to come.”

The following is an excerpt of 
Uncle Bob’s Down Memory Lane 
column that appeared in the March 
11, 1949, edition of The Gatesville 
Messenger concerning early day 
mail delivery and the first county 
judge Orville Thomas Tyler, and 
his home known as the Tyler Man-
sion.

In speaking of the Tyler Mansion: 
“What a wonderful place it must 
have been when the old Judge and 
his family lived there and enter-

tained everyone that come to their 
doorsteps! You were more than 
welcome if you lived outside of 
Coryell County, for the news that 
you brought to this good family 
was highly appreciated.”

“When our county was orga-
nized, it was several years before 
we had any local newspapers pub-
lished, and in that day and time, 
government didn’t have too much 
of a postal system. In an early day, 
the mail was carried on horseback 
between Waco, Belton, and Gates-
ville and then on to Comanche.”

“One of the early-day post offices 
was in the Tyler Mansion. It would 
seem from the records that O.T. 

Tyler took a mail contract from 
the U.S. government to carry the 
mail from Belton to Gatesville via 
his home, so that he and his neigh-
bors could have mail facilities with 
the outside world. For that reason, 
a post office was maintained at 
the Mansion, and even during the 
Civil War, the Confederate govern-
ment carried on this post office. 
It would seem from the records 
that the United States govern-
ment owed O.T. Tyler a balance of 
$121.10 on this mail contract, and 
it was paid to his heirs some 57 
years after the contract was first 
awarded him.”

Historical Marker Spotlight

COURTESY PHOTO

JOHN RANEY BERTRAND
Marker Text:  John Raney Bertrand was born in Brazoria County, the son 
of French immigrants who came to Texas before the Texas Revolution. He 
was a partner in a mercantile business in Washington County for several 
years before leaving to join the Confederate Army in the Civil War. In 
1869 he married Mary Frances Cayce, and moved to Coryell County in 
1875, settling on 312 acres. He built a log cabin for his family of eight 
children, raised livestock and farmed the land.
Location: Smith Cemetery near Permelia.
Marker erected 1996

1st Cav leaders help save area truck driver
BY LT. COL JENNIFER BOCANEGRA
1st Cavalry Public Affairs

Two members of the 1st Cavalry 
Division took part in rescue efforts 
to save a civilian truck driver from a 
burning truck after the vehicle over-
turned on Feb. 23 at around 8 a.m. 
near Fort Hood.

Sgt. Maj. Charlene Crisp, senior 
enlisted advisor to the staff judge 
advocate, 1CD, and Maj. Adam 
Blocker, plans officer and intelli-
gence analyst, 1CD, along with two 
other noncommissioned officers as-
signed to Fort Hood took immediate 
action when they observed a dump 
truck make a sharp right turn and 
tip over in the vicinity of the Golden 
Chick parking lot along Fort Hood 
Street.

I was driving to work and saw a 
lady acting frantically on the side of 
Fort Hood Street,” said Crisp. “As I 
got closer, I saw the dump truck on 
its side and it was on fire. I pulled 
into a restaurant parking lot, right 
behind Maj. Blocker and we ran over 
to the truck.”

Blocker, who noticed the fire brew-
ing under the vehicle while driving 
to the scene, said he immediately 
called 911 to notify emergency ser-
vices and request a fire truck and 
ambulance.

Crisp, originally from Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan, also added once she 

arrived at the site, she noticed the 
flames were getting higher, and the 
driver was stuck inside the truck.

“I attempted to kick out the driv-
er’s side windshield and then real-
ized it might be easier for the driver 
to climb up,” said Blocker, a native 
of Pinehurst, North Carolina.

Two unknown noncommissioned 
officers on the scene, a master ser-
geant and a staff sergeant arrived at 
the scene and assisted by jumping 
on top of the vehicle to help pull the 
driver out through the door, which 
was sideways and pointing towards 
the sky, while Blocker, still on the 
ground, attempted to communicate 
with the driver to go up to the top of 
the doorway.

Crisp said a few civilians were also 
on the scene assisting with the res-
cue efforts. She instructed one to go 
into the restaurant and grab a fire 
extinguisher, which he quickly used 
on the fire to reduce the flames.

According to Crisp, the staff 
sergeant on the scene kicked the 
windshield to break the glass and 
a couple of civilian men cleared the 
shattered glass, which enabled the 
truck driver to kick his legs through. 
The recovery group then moved in 
and pulled the truck driver feet-first 
through the windshield cavity to 
safety.

“We then carried him away from 

the truck and once we were a safe 
distance away, we laid him down 
and waited for emergency services 
to arrive,” added Blocker.

While waiting for EMS, both Crisp 
and Blocker provided first aid by 
checking the driver’s cognitive 
abilities, ensuring he kept his neck 
straight to prevent a head injury, 
and keeping him calm.

“What we did was what anybody 
would have done in the same situa-
tion; I just saw someone in trouble 
and wanted to help,” said Crisp.

Blocker also ensured both military 
and civilians who were part of the 
rescue were safe and thanked every-
one for their quick reactions.

In reflection of the event and the 
heroic efforts of the NCOs assigned 
to Fort Hood, as well as the unknown 
civilians who assisted with the res-
cue efforts, Blocker said, “I was sur-
rounded by helpful NCOs and civil-
ians, all of whom acted in complete 
harmony, as if they trained for this 
day.

“If you are looking out for your 
fellow soldier or civilian and helping 
them in little ways now, then you 
will no doubt be able to help some-
one when it really matters,” Blocker 
said. “After all, it is the people on 
Fort Hood who are always looking 
out for each other that make it “The 
Great Place.”
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Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 00029939

Boston Terriers for sale: 
red/brindle, 6 weeks old, 
registered, first shots, & vet 
checked. $500, Turnersville, 
contact (254) 494-0201 after 
10 a.m. 00029973

037

Help Wanted

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED
$25 an hour, hours vary!
(254) 216-0015 00029969

 

Shop help needed!
Starting pay $16/hr. Paid two 
week vacation, paid holidays, 
employee insurance.Apply at 
UTP Jonesboro, Texas. 254-
463-4680 00029987

045

Services
 

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 00029588

 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES:

Tree Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, Moving Services. 
254-239-8842, John 3:16

Like us on Facebook 00029942

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd, (254)223-
3287. 00029937

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

  Now offering 8-hour shifts for 

select positions

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

   with on the job training!

Nurse Aide for Texas

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   

Copperas Cove, and Hamilton
• RN Case Manager – FT

Infection Prevention:
•

Infection Control & Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT

CCMA– FT
• Clinic Registration Clerk – FT   
Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm
• Registration Clerk (Float) – FT

Must be willing to travel

Culinary: 
• Chef  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT, Competitive Pay 

EMS:
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Emergency Department:

• RN – FT Nights 
*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

• RN – PRN all shifts

Health Information Management:

• HIM Specialist – FT

LAB:
• MLT – PRN

Material Management:  
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 

Med Surg:

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH MRT & 

preferred
*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Dialysis Center:  
• Social Worker – FT Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm 
• RN Charge Nurse – FT Mon,   

Wed & Fri, 4:45am-8:00pm

Wound Care:

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

Roads • Tanks • Driveways, 

Septic Systems • Land Clearing

Building Pads • Trenching

254-432-1705

CELL 254-216-2938

NOLTE’S CONSTRUCTION

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

Spent $500 
for total 
cleaning
and new 
parts. Will 
take $950 
for saddle, 
blankets
and saddle 
rack. Call 307-690-5145 (Belton)

Wes Sharp Saddle Maker

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

• Night shift nurses, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

• Laundry, M-F 2:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.; 

weekends 6:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m. 

• Night shift CNAs, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029934

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and Resi-
dential, Free Estimates

254-466-5128
00029935

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029936

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 

Residential, Corrals, Auto-
matic Solar Gates, Custom 
Entryways & Gates, Weld-
ing Projects. John Hunt, 
Owner, (254)248-2613

00029938

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029940

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029941
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DOLLAR WEEK!  Tues, 
03/21 - Sat, 03/25. The Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m. 00029925

 

FURNITURE SALE:
Four bedroom sets w/matress 
& linens, televisions & tables, 
a sofa, coffee tables, endta-
bles, a dinette, washer/dryer, 
and misc. 113 Dodds Creek, 
Saturday, March 18, 12 p.m.-
7 p.m. Any items left, Sunday, 
March 19, 2 p.m.-6 p.m.
254-865-8214 00029981

 

Multi-Family Sale!
Sat., March 18, 7 a.m. - ?, 112 
Lakewood in Gatesville
Nice boy’s, girl’s, baby, men 
& women’s clothes (small 
- 3X), shoes, toys, vacuum, 
small kitchen appliances, 
books, craft items, household 
items, a truck cover, a desk... 
too many items to mention! 
00029982

Country Living
2BR/2BA, $1,175/mo. and 
$1,175 Security Deposit. 
Subject to background/credit 
checks. 10 miles west of 
Gatesville on CR177.
Available NOW! Application 
required. Call 214-683-3931
00029980

 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION-TRC109 & 114
THE STATE OF TEXAS:
ROBERT JAMES COUNTS; GINGER LEE COUNTS
-vs-
W M SIMPSON; LAURA SIMPSON; ROSA LEE SIMPSON CHUPP; ALICE SIMPSON; TOM 
JOHN SIMPSON; EFFIE SIMPSON MCINTOSH; RUBY MCINTOSH WILCOX; OPAL MCIN-
TOSH LAYFIELD; LAURA MAY SIMPSON; W F SIMPSON; MONTA SIMPSON; EDWARD 
SIMPSON; AKIN SIMPSON; HAROLD SIMPSON; JOHN MCMILLIAN (MAC) CHUPP; OTIS 
MONTRAVILLE CHUPP; KITTIE REBA HEATH CHUPP; ANNIE PEARL CHUPP; ROY 
LEON COWAN; JESSE MORRIS CHUPP; MARVIN CHUPP; PAULINE MAY CHUPP; LIL-
LIE ADELL CHUPP; GRADY MCMILLIAN CHUPP; LILLIE ADELL CHUPP; RUBY T CH-
UPP; MAMMIE ADDIE CHUPP GILCHRIST; MARLIN GILCHRIST; VERNON GILCHRIST; 
VIOLA GILCHRIST; RUBY GILCHRIST; CORDELIA GILCHRIST; AUBREY T. GILCHRIST; 
GENEVA GILCHRIST; JESSE GILDER CHUPP; KENNETH CHUPP; LOTTIE CHUPP; DORO-
THY CHUPP; JOHNNY CHUPP; THURMAN (TOOTER) CHUPP; THELMA BROWNLEE CH-
UPP; CHARLES CHUPP; JOHN FRANKLIN CHUPP; BENNY WAYNE CHUPP; LILIE BELLE 
CHUPP SOLOMAN; CLARA CHUPP; MINNIE MAE CURRY
TO: WM SIMPSON; LAURA SIMPSON; ROSA LEE SIMPSON CHUPP; ALICE SIMPSON; 
TOM JOHN SIMPSON; EFFIE SIMPSON MCINTOSH; RUBY MCINTOSH WILCOX; OPAL 
MCINTOSH LAYFIELD; LAURA MAY SIMPSON; W F SIMPSON; MONTA SIMPSON; ED-
WARD SIMPSON; AKIN SIMPSON; HAROLD SIMPSON; JOHN MCMILLIAN (MAC) CH-
UPP; OTIS MONTRAVILLE CHUPP; KITTIE REBA HEATH CHUPP; ANNIE PEARL CHUPP; 
ROY LEON COWAN; JESSE MORRIS CHUPP; MARVIN CHUPP; PAULINE MAY CHUPP; 
LILLIE ADELL CHUPP; GRADY MCMILLIAN CHUPP; LILLIE ADELL CHUPP; RUBY T CH-
UPP; MAMMIE ADDIE CHUPP GILCHRIST; MARLIN GILCHRIST; VERNON GILCHRIST; 
VIOLA GILCHRIST; RUBY GILCHRIST; CORDELIA GILCHRIST; AUBREY T. GILCHRIST; 
GENEVA GILCHRIST; JESSE GILDER CHUPP; KENNETH CHUPP; LOTTIE CHUPP; DORO-
THY CHUPP; JOHNNY CHUPP; THURMAN (TOOTER) CHUPP; THELMA BROWNLEE CH-
UPP; CHARLES CHUPP; JOHN FRANKLIN CHUPP; BENNY WAYNE CHUPP; LILIE BELLE 
CHUPP SOLOMAN; CLARA CHUPP; MINNIE MAY CURRY
Defendant - GREETING
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: “You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or your 
attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 A.M. on the 
Monday next following the expiration of 42 days after the date you were served this citation and 
petition, a default judgement may be taken against you. In addition to filing a written answer with 
the clerk, you may be required to make initial disclosures to the other parties of this suit. These dis-
closures generally must be made no later than 30 days after you file your answer with the clerk. Find 
out more at TexasLawHelp.org.”
You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the Plaintiff’s Petition at or be-
fore 10:00 o’clock AM on the Monday next after expiration of 42 days after the date of issuance of 
this citation before the Honorable 440TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT of Coryell County, at the 
Courthouse in said County in Gatesville, Texas. Said Plaintiff’s Petition was filed in said court on 
the 01/20/2023 in the above entitled cause.
A brief statement of the nature of this suit as follows, to wit: BEING 2.00 ACRES OF THE SAM-
UEL FRIEND SURVEY, ABST. NO. 370 IN CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS AND BEING PART 
OF A 4 ACRE TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS SECOND TRACT In A DEED FROM AL-
ICE SIMPSON TO LEWIS MONTRAVILLE SIMPSON, ET AL, DATED JULY 17, 1947, AS 
RECORDED IN VOL. 160, PAGE 508 OF THE OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF CORYELL 
COUNTY, TEXAS; AND BEING PART OF A 5.2 ACRE TRACT OF LAND AWARDED TO 
RUBY MCINTOSH, ET AL, IN CAUSE NO. 6358 OF THE DISTRICT COURT OF CORYELL 
COUNTY, TEXAS; AND BEING PART OF LOTS 4 AND 5 OF BLOCK 21 OF THE TOWN OF 
LEVITA , AS SHOWN ON A PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT CAB. 1. SLIDE 424 OF THE PLAT 
RECORDS OF CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS, AND BEING AWARDED TO ROSA CHUPP IN 
SAID CAUSE NO. 6358; AND INCLUDING A 20 FOOT WIDE ALLEY BETWEEN SAID LOTS 
AS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT. as is more fully shown by Plaintiff’s Petition on file in this suit.
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said Court at Gatesville, Texas, this 22nd day of Febru-
ary, 2023.
Attorney for Plaintiff or Petitioner: MARK SESSUMS
PO BOX 150573, AUSTIN TX 78715
Clerk of the Court: Becky Moore, District Clerk
P.O. Box 4, Gatesville, Texas 76528, Coryell County, Texas
By: ASHLEY LAMB, DEPUTY 00029945

CITATION BY PUBLICATION-TRC109 & 114
THE STATE OF TEXAS:
GARY LEE JACKSON
-vs-
W M SIMPSON; LAURA SIMPSON; ROSA LEE SIMPSON CHUPP; ALICE SIMPSON; TOM 
JOHN SIMPSON; EFFIE SIMPSON MCINTOSH; RUBY MCINTOSH WILCOX; OPAL MCIN-
TOSH LAYFIELD; LAURA MAY SIMPSON; W F SIMPSON; MONTA SIMPSON; EDWARD 
SIMPSON; AKIN SIMPSON; HAROLD SIMPSON; JOHN MCMILLIAN (MAC) CHUPP; OTIS 
MONTRAVILLE CHUPP; KITTIE REBA HEATH CHUPP; ANNIE PEARL CHUPP; ROY 
LEON COWAN; JESSE MORRIS CHUPP; MARVIN CHUPP; PAULINE MAY CHUPP; LIL-
LIE ADELL CHUPP; GRADY MCMILLIAN CHUPP; LILLIE ADELL CHUPP; RUBY T CH-
UPP; MAMMIE ADDIE CHUPP GILCHRIST; MARLIN GILCHRIST; VERNON GILCHRIST; 
VIOLA GILCHRIST; RUBY GILCHRIST; CORDELIA GILCHRIST; AUBREY T. GILCHRIST; 
GENEVA GILCHRIST; JESSE GILDER CHUPP; KENNETH CHUPP; LOTTIE CHUPP; DORO-
THY CHUPP; JOHNNY CHUPP; THURMAN (TOOTER) CHUPP; THELMA BROWNLEE CH-
UPP; CHARLES CHUPP; JOHN FRANKLIN CHUPP; BENNY WAYNE CHUPP; LILIE BELLE 
CHUPP SOLOMAN; CLARA CHUPP; MINNIE MAE CURRY
TO: WM SIMPSON; LAURA SIMPSON; ROSA LEE SIMPSON CHUPP; ALICE SIMPSON; 
TOM JOHN SIMPSON; EFFIE SIMPSON MCINTOSH; RUBY MCINTOSH WILCOX; OPAL 
MCINTOSH LAYFIELD; LAURA MAY SIMPSON; W F SIMPSON; MONTA SIMPSON; ED-
WARD SIMPSON; AKIN SIMPSON; HAROLD SIMPSON; JOHN MCMILLIAN (MAC) CH-
UPP; OTIS MONTRAVILLE CHUPP; KITTIE REBA HEATH CHUPP; ANNIE PEARL CHUPP; 
ROY LEON COWAN; JESSE MORRIS CHUPP; MARVIN CHUPP; PAULINE MAY CHUPP; 
LILLIE ADELL CHUPP; GRADY MCMILLIAN CHUPP; LILLIE ADELL CHUPP; RUBY T CH-
UPP; MAMMIE ADDIE CHUPP GILCHRIST; MARLIN GILCHRIST; VERNON GILCHRIST; 
VIOLA GILCHRIST; RUBY GILCHRIST; CORDELIA GILCHRIST; AUBREY T. GILCHRIST; 
GENEVA GILCHRIST; JESSE GILDER CHUPP; KENNETH CHUPP; LOTTIE CHUPP; DORO-
THY CHUPP; JOHNNY CHUPP; THURMAN (TOOTER) CHUPP; THELMA BROWNLEE CH-
UPP; CHARLES CHUPP; JOHN FRANKLIN CHUPP; BENNY WAYNE CHUPP; LILIE BELLE 
CHUPP SOLOMAN; CLARA CHUPP; MINNIE MAY CURRY
Defendant - GREETING
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: “You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or your 
attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 A.M. on the 
Monday next following the expiration of 42 days after the date you were served this citation and 
petition, a default judgement may be taken against you. In addition to filing a written answer with 
the clerk, you may be required to make initial disclosures to the other parties of this suit. These dis-
closures generally must be made no later than 30 days after you file your answer with the clerk. Find 
out more at TexasLawHelp.org.”
You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the Plaintiff’s Petition at or be-
fore 10:00 o’clock AM on the Monday next after expiration of 42 days after the date of issuance of 
this citation before the Honorable 440TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT of Coryell County, at the 
Courthouse in said County in Gatesville, Texas. Said Plaintiff’s Petition was filed in said court on 
the 01/20/2023 in the above entitled cause.
A brief statement of the nature of this suit as follows, to wit: BEING 2.00 ACRES OF THE SAM-
UEL FRIEND SURVEY, ABST. NO. 370 IN CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS AND BEING PART 
OF A 4 ACRE TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS SECOND TRACT In A DEED FROM AL-
ICE SIMPSON TO LEWIS MONTRAVILLE SIMPSON, ET AL, DATED JULY 17, 1947, AS 
RECORDED IN VOL. 160, PAGE 508 OF THE OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF CORYELL 
COUNTY, TEXAS; AND BEING PART OF A 5.2 ACRE TRACT OF LAND AWARDED TO 
RUBY MCINTOSH, ET AL, IN CAUSE NO. 6358 OF THE DISTRICT COURT OF CORYELL 
COUNTY, TEXAS; AND BEING PART OF LOTS 4 AND 5 OF BLOCK 21 OF THE TOWN OF 
LEVITA , AS SHOWN ON A PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT CAB. 1. SLIDE 424 OF THE PLAT 
RECORDS OF CORYELL COUNTY, TEXAS, AND BEING AWARDED TO ROSA CHUPP IN 
SAID CAUSE NO. 6358; AND INCLUDING A 20 FOOT WIDE ALLEY BETWEEN SAID LOTS 
AS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT. as is more fully shown by Plaintiff’s Petition on file in this suit.
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said Court at Gatesville, Texas, this 22nd day of Febru-
ary, 2023.
Attorney for Plaintiff or Petitioner: MARK SESSUMS
PO BOX 150573, AUSTIN TX 78715
Clerk of the Court: Becky Moore, District Clerk
P.O. Box 4, Gatesville, Texas 76528, Coryell County, Texas
By: ASHLEY LAMB, DEPUTY   00029947

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

2/1 brick home 560 W Hwy 84 Evant, TX, recently painted, updated shower, ga-
rage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated Subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
Good tree cover, good views, $129,500

10.01 Acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

10.01 Acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

10.01 acres Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision Lot No. 53. Langford 
Branch, Nice Home Site, scattered tree cover, native pasture $225,000

11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County, good tree cover, nice home site, the 
property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500

11.64 acres 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County, nice porch, large 
master bedroom and bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy 281 Frontage. 
$850,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County, Lot No. 21 Mulberry Creek, 
rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX PR 42107, Hamilton County, Lot 43 Phase 6 Rio Escon-
dido, rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.

25.06 acres Pottsville, TX Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision Lot 31, roll-
ing terrain, scattered tree cover, great views, $275,000

33.43 acres, near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage, rolling 
terrain, good views. $295,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well, $387,000

38 +/- acres, south of Pearl, TX, Coryell County, FM 183 frontage, rolling terrain 
and scattered tree cover, nice views and would make a great home site, Centrally 
located, about 20 minutes from Evant & Gatesville and about 45 minutes from Cop-
peras Cove-Killeen, Waco & Temple. $372,400

47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX, good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 3 
sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

50.24 Acres 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419 Evant, TX, rolling terrain, 40% being good 
tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000

52.73 Acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404 Hamilton, TX. 1 water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain,2 tanks, good fences, $875,000

68.9 Acres, 3/2.5 rock home 101 Mac Dr. Gatesville, Tx , approx. 2900 ft of Leon 
-

place, granite countertops, breakfast bar, garden tub, metal building approx. 45 ft x 
24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank ,approx. 48 acres of 
coastal. $1,275,000

82.43 acres west of Evant, TX, Mills County. Open pasture, scattered mesquite 
tree cover, native grasses, 1 stock tank & is fenced on 3 sides with approx. 1910 ft 
that needs to be fenced on the south side of the property. $560,524

88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, Electricity, 1 tank, 
seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch, barn, rain harvest system, $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

living room & carpet in 2 bedrooms, inground pool with slab that was pour for a future 
outdoor kitchen, 3 car attached carport with 12 ft. x 13 ft. storage building, a 60 ft. x 
66 ft. metal building with 24 ft. x 60 ft. lean-to, there is also approx. 900 sq. ft. that has 
been framed out for living quarters inside the main part of the building, good exterior 
& interior fencing, set of cattle pens near the center of the property, rolling terrain 
with scattered tree cover and great views. $2,150,000
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Houses for Rent

060

Garage Sale

Cause Number 22-10746
In the County Court at Law, 

Coryell, County, Texas

Notice to Creditors, Notice 
is hereby given that Original 
Letters Testamentary for the 
Estate of Evila, Guajardo, 
Deceased were issued on De-
cember 29, 2022 in Cause No. 
22-10746 in the County Court 
at Law of Coryell, County, 
Texas, to: Jose M. Guajardo, 
Independent Executor.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

Dated the 13 day of March, 
2023.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Harris Law Office,
425 North Eight Street
Killeen, Texas 76541
Phone (254) 526-7141
Lane Heginbotham
State Bar No.: 24000323
lane@centexlawyers.net, 
00029978

Cause Number 22-10745

Estate of Leonel Guajardo-Deceased
In the County Court at Law, Coryell, County, Texas

Notice to Creditors, Notice is hereby given that Original Let-
ters Testamentary for the Estate of Leonel Guajardo, Deceased 
were issued on December 29, 2022 in Cause No. 22-10745 in 
the County Court at Law of Coryell, County, Texas, to: Jose 
M. Guajardo, Independent Executor.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

Dated the 13 day of March, 2023.

APPROVED AS TO FROM:
Harris Law Office,
425 North Eight Street
Killeen, Texas 76541
Phone (254) 526-0106
Fax (254) 526-7141
Lane Heginbotham
State Bar No.: 24000323
lane@centexlawyers.net
00029979

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that original Letters of Administration for the 
Estate of Ira Ernest Chaffee, Jr., Deceased were issued on 
March 3, 2023, in Cause No. 22-10677, pending in the County 
Court at Law of Coryell County, Texas, to Gerald Chaffee.

All persons having claims against this Estate, which is pres-
ently being administered, are required to submit them, within 
the time and manner prescribed by law, and before the estate is 
closed, addressed as follows:

c/o: Gerald Chaffee
Administrator
592 N. Washington St.
Tiffin, OH 44883-1073

DATED the 13th day of March 2023.

Joshua C. Tisdale
Camille D. Pace
Attorneys for Gerald Chaffee
Texas Bar No.: 24075164
Texas Bar No.: 24129474
The Tisdale Law Firm, PLLC
1216 S. 31st St.
Temple, TX 76504
Tel: (254) 634-8600
Fax: (254) 554-6686
Email: legal@thetisdalelawfirm.com
00029983

102

Real Estate

MOVING SALE March 18

8am-5pm • 602 Park St.

New 10 ft. green utility gate

Custom utility trailer with ramp/gate; 4 
ft. utility gate; clothing; shoes; boots; 
furniture; Pioneer Elite stereo receiv-
er, Paradigm and 301 series Bose 
speakers with speaker connection 
cables; kitchenware; household; etc. 

099

PUBLIC NOTICES

SPEED THINGS 
UP WITH THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

Need Something
Sold?

Ad Rates start at

ONLY$14.50
In print & online!
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528
FREE INSPECTIONS – 254-223-1971

Brian Riddle
Project Manager

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Building Supplies
WHITTW

CHRIS WINKLER

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.444.9040 Cell

254.865.9137 Fax
chris.winkler@whittbuildingsupplies.com

SELMAN RANCH
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Ranch Roads  |  Lakes  |  Ponds
Wildlife Sensitive Clearing

Bentonite Liners  |  Bentonite Cutoff Walls

254-386-7727
Brad Selman     www.selmanranchconstruction.com

201 Cedar Lane201 Cedar Lane

Gatesville, TX 76528Gatesville, TX 76528

CTLS1939@gmail.comCTLS1939@gmail.com

Central Texas LandscapeCentral Texas Landscape
& Services LLC& Services LLC

NeNew Installations, Remodel, Brushw Installations, Remodel, Brush
Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,Clearing, Fence Painting, Driveways,

Trash HTrash Haul Off and Tree Workaul Off and Tree Work

John CapellaJohn Capella

(254) 216-3684(254) 216-3684

Bailey Shea Dickie
Advertising Sales

Ph: 254.865.5212

advertising@

gatesvillemessenger.com

116 S. 6th Street

Gatesville, TX 76528

(254) 242-8125
Woodsontreeservices@gmail.com

–Containers –Junk Removal –Haul Off

–Residential –Commercial –Construction 

WOODSON
WASTE MANAGEMENT

DUMPSTER RENTALS

Call Amy or Shawn today for a price quote and insure 

your peace of mind.

2707 E. HWY. 190  Tel 254-865-2002

COPPERAS COVE, TX 76522 Fax 254-547-5778

SHAWNCAMPINSURANCE@HOTMAIL.COM

Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat/Personal Watercraft

For Rent
Call Bailey for details.  

The Gatesville Messenger 

254-865-5212 ext. 302

Staff Reports

The Gatesville Masonic 
Lodge 197 was recently hon-
ored to present the Golden 
Trowel Award to Brother 
Greg Casey, whose service to 
his community and lodge ex-
emplifies the Masonic princi-
ples that the award presents.

Casey, a fifth-generation 
Gatesville Mason, has served 
as a Master Mason since 
2011. He was master of the 
lodge from 2015-16. He cur-
rently serves as the lodge 
treasurer.

His community service has 
included being a member 
of the Gatesville City Coun-
cil, president of the Cotton 
Belt Depot Foundation, and 
a member of the Board of 
Directors for the Big Sting, 

COURTESY PHOTO

Greg Casey, center, receives the Golden Trowel award from, at left, 
Worshipful Master Jim Bob Kleshick and District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter Ray Young.

Golden Trowel awarded 
to Greg Casey

which serves cancer victims 
and their families. Casey 
is also active in his local 
church, where he continues 
to serve in many different 
capacities.

The Golden Trowel is the 
highest award a local lodge 
may bestow upon a mem-
ber from the Grand Lodge of 
Texas. It is given for devoted 
service to the lodge.

On April 7, 1856, a petition 
was presented to the Grand 
Lodge of Texas for a Masonic 
Lodge in the town of Gates-
ville and was to be named 
“Coryell Lodge.” At the an-
nual meeting of the Grand 
Lodge of Texas held on 
Jan. 23, 1857, a charter was 
granted to Gatesville Lodge 
No. 197 AF & AM.

Staff Reports 

The next meeting of the 
Central Texas Travel Club 
will be held on Tuesday, 
March 21, at Johnny’s 
Steaks and Bar-Be-Que in 
Salado, beginning at 11 
a.m. 

The meeting is open to 
anyone interested in trav-
el, with no dues or mem-
bership requirements. 
The club will discuss up-
coming trips including 
France, Hawaii, Sante Fe, 
and day trips including 
Corsicana and Christoval. 

Johnny’s Steaks and 
Bar-Be-Que is located at 
301 Thomas Arnold Road 
in Salado. For more infor-
mation, contact the Cen-
tral Texas Travel Club by 
email at centraltexastrav-
elclub@outlook.com. 

Central 
Texas Travel 
Club to meet 
March 21
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Director of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaison: Susie Meelbusch 254-383-2307300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass 254-865-7575 

Gatesville, TX 76528 www.hillsideml.com

HILLSIDE MEDICAL LODGE OFFERS SHORT TERM AND LONG TERM CARE

We accept all insurances, Medicare and Medicaid

Cristin is very dependable 
and shows true 

compassion for all, 
residents and co-workers! 
She is also positive, calm 
and ready to help in any 
way possible! Thank you, 
Cristin, for all you do!

Shawna and Vickie have both been outstanding employees over the past year 
and have both gone above and beyond their job duties! We are blessed to 

have them as a part of our team at Hillside Medical Lodge! 
Thank you both for your dedication and hard work ethics for not only 

this year but always! Congratulations! 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

EMPLOYEE OF THE 

MONTH – FEBRUARY

CRISTIN NATIONS 
Night shift, charge nurse

SHAWNA GALLOW
Charge Nurse

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

2022

VICKIE COX 
Transportation Coordinator

DEPARTMENT HEAD OF THE YEAR 

2022

Gatesville residents enjoy pickleball competition
DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

The Gatesville Parks & Recreation Department hosted the March Madness Indoor Pickleball Tournament March 13-15, featuring 18 teams in two divisions. Results will appear in the March 25 newspaper.
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117 FM 1996

Oglesby, TX
254-470-2261

Hometown banking – Always putting you first!
3411 E. Main Street

 Gatesville, TX
254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Lane

Evant, TX
254-471-5531

GHS boys excel in regional powerlifting; 
L.J. Hall, Zach Bryant qualify for state

SE’VETTE EARLY| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

L.J. Hall earned second place in the 165 weight class and will represent Gatesville High School in the state powerlifting meet on March 24 in Abilene.

Hornets finish 7th 
out of 27 overall
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Gatesville High School’s boys powerlifting team hosted the 
regional meet on March 10 in Gatesville, and two GHS ath-
letes — Zach Bryant and L.J. Hall — qualified for the state 
meet on March 24 in Abilene.

“We finished seventh in the team standings out of 27 
teams competing,” said GHS coach Jason Moffett. “The guys 
did a great job and two of them – L.J. Hall and Zach Bryant 
— earned a trip to the state meet.

“The meet came off flawlessly, thanks to the help of a lot 
of GISD student athletes, employees and community mem-
bers.  We had 27 different schools represented at the meet 
today, and lots of visitors from other towns.  I heard a lot 
of compliments from people about the way our workers did 
their job.  It was a really good experience and all those who 
helped (make) our school and community proud.”

* Zach Bryant finished second in the 308-plus weight class 
with a squat of 635, bench of 365, deadlift of 520 and total 
weight of 1520.

* L.J. Hall finished second in the 165 weight class with a 
squat of 435, bench of 325, deadlift of 500 and total weight 
of 1260.

* Caden Brister was third in the 132 weight class with a 
squat of 375, bench of 200, deadlift of 360 and total weight 
of 935.

* David Sims was ninth in the 181 weight class with a 
squat of 435, bench of 305, deadlift of 425 and total weight 
of 1,165.

* Ray Jones was 10th in the 275 weight class with a squat 
of 470, bench of 345, deadlift of 455 and total weight of 
1,270.

COURTESY PHOTO

Zach Bryant earned second place in the 308 weight class and will compete at the state powerlifting meet on March 24.

SE’VETTE EARLY| THE GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

Caden Brister finished third in 
the 132 weight class, earning a 
bronze medal.
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Attention Subcontractors: Bid Opportunity!

Butler-Cohen has been awarded the

Coryell County Jail Expansion project in Gatesville, TX

If interested, please contact: estimating@butlercohen.com

Pre-Bid Meeting:
March 2nd at 10 AM, Coryell County Jail

510 E Leon St, Gatesville, TX 76528

Bids Due: March 22nd (4:00 PM)

Lady Hornets beat Brownwood, district play underway
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

Gatesville softball beat former district foe Brownwood 6-3 
on Mar. 14, continuing to build some much-needed momen-
tum as they head into league play. 

The Lady Hornets (14-9) opened 23-4A play on Friday at 
home against Robinson and will travel to China Spring for 
a matchup with the Cougars on Mar. 21. According to head 
coach Andrew Holbrook, the district schedule allows for no 
nights off. 

“Our district is tough. Robinson, Salado, Connally and 
China Spring were all in the playoffs last year and return 
most of their staff. La Vega missed the playoffs last year but 
they have also improved by strengthening their squad,” she 
said. “Every game is going to be a big this season.”

With six runs scored against Brownwood, Gatesville has 
scored 47 runs in their last four games – all victories. They’ll 
look for similar production as they fight for a playoff spot. 

“We have a young group with a small senior class but our 
offense and pitching will keep us in games with the com-
petition. There isn’t a clear-cut favorite yet and I definitely 
look forward to being thrown into the mix,” Holbrook said. 

In the win against Brownwood, Kallie Featherston took 
care of the pitching while Raylee Glover, Kagen Hunt, and 
Kinlee Gardner took care of the offense. 

Featherston threw six innings and allows just two earned 
runs – both coming in the bottom of the top of the seventh. 
She scattered six hits, struck out nine, and did not walk a 
batter. 

Glover had three of Gatesville’s 12 hits – including a pair 
of doubles – while Hunt and Gardner had two hits apiece. 
Six different Lady Hornets drove in runs on the day. 

Gatesville trailed 1-0 until the bottom of the third inning 
when they took a 2-1 lead thanks to RBI base hits from 
Gardner and Ibet Carmona. 

In the bottom of the fourth inning they added two more 

runs. A double from Glover scored Featherston to make it 
3-1 then Miranda Hester followed with a single that scored 
Glover and push the lead to 4-1. 

Hunt, Ford, and Featherston would also be responsible for 
two more runs in the bottom of the fifth. Hunt smoked a 
one-out double to centerfield the scored on a Ford double 
to center. One out later, Featherston singled to score Ford 
and make it 6-1. 

After Brownwood scored twice in the top of the seventh 
inning to make it 6-3, Hester relieved Featherston and in-
duced a fly ball to centerfield to secure the win. 

Carmona lead the team with a .521 average in non-district 
play while Glover hit .500. As a team, the Lady Hornets hit 
13 home runs in non-district led by four from Kaitlin Stuard 
and three each from Gardner and Ford. Featherston (8) and 
Hester (6) have been in the circle for all of the Lady Hornets 
14 wins. 

Tough schedule is prepping Hornet 

baseball for district competition
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

Gatesville baseball is prepping for brutal district slate 
with an equally difficult stretch of games before league play 
begins. 

The Hornets will open district play on March 28 against 
Robinson and by the time that game arrives the Hornets will 
have faced six teams that have been state-ranked this sea-
son. They will face two more – China Spring and Salado – 
during district play. 

“Putting together the schedule I knew it would be tough 
and that we would see good teams and we have. We have 
played some of the best teams in every tournament we have 
played,” said head coach Chase Smith. 

In the recently completed Franklin Tournament, the Hor-
nets (7-8) lost four straight with two coming against state-
ranked teams. They lost their tournament opener 10-0 to 3A 
No. 8 Lorena and then fell to 3A No. 2 Franklin 4-2. 

In the Rogers Tournament the Hornets took down 3A No. 
23 Rogers 10-2 but lost 6-3 to 2A No. 2 Bosqueville and in 
the Salado tournament they fell 8-3 to 4A No. 18 Gateway 
Prep. 

Outside of tournament play they have faced 3A No. 12 
Troy and will take on 4A No. 15 Taylor on March 17 and 
rematch with Bosqueville on March 21. 

Despite a frustrating weekend in Franklin, head coach 
Chase Smith thought his team reaped the benefits of play-
ing a tough draw. 

“The positives from the Franklin tournament are that we 
got to see some really good pitching. Seeing that kind of 
pitching and being in a position late in a couple of those 
games to win were big for us. We are going to see good 
pitching nearly every district game and I think it will pre-
pare us for that,” he said. 

In addition to seeing good pitching, the Hornets also got 
good pitching from Bralen Veazey, Gehrig Keeton, Brady 
James, and John Ibarra. 

Veazey took the loss against Franklin despite striking out 
six and scattering eight hits over 4 2/3 innings. Keeton – 
just a freshman - was also dealt a loss in an 8-1 setback 
to Smithville but allowed just four earned runs over six 
innings. James and Ibarra combined to allow six hits, two 
earned runs and strikeout three in a 4-3 loss to Palestine. 

The Hornets offense will also look to find some of its ear-
lier season productivity after scoring just six runs over their 

last four games. The Hornets hit just .235 in Franklin – well 
below their season average of .316 heading into the tourna-
ment. 

“We have a bunch of really solid guys in our lineup and 
they haven’t all clicked at the same time yet and those guys 
are too good to hold down too long. I think we have some 
guys that are about to get going because they are putting 
the work in and playing hard. So it’s going to be tough when 
we all get rolling together at the same time,” said Smith.

The Hornets got back in the win column with a 5-2 victory 
over La Grange on March 15. The offense struggled early – 
they did not have a hit until Justin Johnson singled to left 
to start the bottom of the fifth inning – but took advantage 
of La Grange errors and applied pressure on the base paths 
to pick up the win. 

Trailing 2-0 in the bottom of the sixth, Brady James 
reached on an error, then Veazey and Mason Mooney drew 
consecutive walks to load the bases. A passed ball scored 
James to make it 2-1 then Ben Mabry laced a single to left 
that scored courtesy runner William Crozier and tied the 
game at 2-2.

Gatesville’s added two more runs without a hit during 
John Ibarra’s at-bat. First, a balk scored Mason Mooney then 
a passed ball scored Mabry and made it 4-2. They tacked on 
a final run when Lawson Mooney’s sacrifice fly scored Kason 
Herbelin. 

Veazey struck out 10 and walked two while scattering 
seven hits. Allman got the win after getting the final three 
outs of the game.

Smith hopes the late inning rally will be a catalyst for his 
team heading into the final stretch before district. 

“I’m excited about our last few non-district games and I 
expect our guys are going to be ready to go come district 
time in a couple weeks,” said Smith.  

GHS Sports Roundup

Girls Track: Varsity amassed 189.5 points to win the meet 
title at the Troy Trojan Relays, the second-straight team 
trophy for GHS. Barrett Boyd doubled with gold in the high 
jump (5’0”) and pole vault (12’0”), while Vania Martinez dou-
bled in the 3200 (12:41) and 1600 (5:41) meter races.  Other 
gold-medal winners: Hannah Aguilar in shot put (35’11”) and 
Lauren Stuard in 100 meters (13.08). The Hornet JV came in 
second with 123.5 points. The team is off until the Burnet 
Bulldog Relays on March 23.

Boys Track: Varsity totaled 148 points to claim the meet 
championship of the Troy Trojan Relays, the squad’s third-
straight meet title. GHS won five gold medals, including two 
from distance specialist Carlo Martinez. The senior set a 
new GHS record in the 3200 meters, with his winning time 
of 9:24.16 eclipsing his old mark of 9:42 set in 2022. Carlo 
was also first in the 1600 meters with a time of 4:32. Other 
gold-medal winners: Trent Ray (139’11” in discus), Brayden 
Minton (45’0.5” in shot put), and Cameron Harley (15.84 in 
110 hurdles).  The Hornet JV accumulated 199.5 points on 
its way to the meet title as well. The next appearance for the 
Hornet tracksters will be March 23 at Burnet.

GHS soccer: The varsity boys recently fell to Brownwood 
3-1 and the varsity girls lost to Brownwood 2-1. The Hornet 
boys were defeated by Salado, 8-0, on March 14 while the 
Hornet girls fell to Salado, 6-0. According to the MaxPreps 
high school sports website, the girls team is 8-8 overall and 
4-7 in district, which puts them in fifth place in the district 
standings. Meanwhile, MaxPreps lists the boys team at 7-6-2 
overall and 4-6 in district play, which puts them in fourth 
place in district competition.

GHs girls powerlifting: Emma Davidson and Casey Fitzer 
were scheduled to represent Gatesville High School in the 
Texas High School Women;s Powerlift Association state pow-
erlifting meet on March 17 at the Comerica Center in Frisco.

Davidson earned second place in regional competiton in 
the 220 weight class with a total weight of 760 while Fitzer 
finished third in regional competition in the 114 weight 
class with a total weight of 520.

GHS JV baseball: The Hornets were scheduled to play in 
the China Spring tournament today (March 18).

Area Fishing Report

Lake Belton
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 62 degrees; 14.04 feet be-

low pool. Having finally eclipsed that magic 60 degree mark 
late last week, the white bass fishing is improving with ev-
ery passing day. Although some fish can still be found in 
large schools in water as deep as 40 feet, more and more 
action is moving shallower each day with whites chasing 
shad all the way up to the bank on windblown shorelines. 
Gulls and terns are the shortcut to finding this fast action. 
Deep fish are being caught on white, 5/8 ounce Bladed Hazy 
Eye Slabs. Shallow fish are taken on MAL Lures retrieved 
just fast enough to keep them from hitting bottom in the 
shallow water. Report by Bob Maindelle, Holding the Line 
Guide Service. Catfish have been fair. With frequent temper-
ature changes catfish have been scattered in varying depths. 
Shallow water with muddy bottoms from 2-5 feet has been 
consistent with fresh shad and other cut baits. Flatheads 
are beginning to move around river channels and have been 
good on live perch. Report by Brian Worley, B&S Catfishing. 
Crappie are fair in the deeper waters, but they are starting 
to make a move shallow biting jigs with slick bait or an ATX 
lure company 2.25 wicked shad. Report by Zach Minnix, 
JigNJerk Guide Service. Bass are good in stickups and lay-
downs in 3-10 feet of water in the backs of creeks and coves. 
Flip your favorite plastics in green pumpkin or multicolored 
flaked watermelon colors. Good catches shallow and medi-
um crankbaits. There are a lot of white bass and some strip-
ers in the shallows, so you can hammer these with shallow 
crankbaits. Report by Bryan Cotter, Texas Hawgs.

Lake Waco
GREAT. Water stained; 60 degrees; 5.87 feet below pool. 

Crappie are in 10-25 feet in open water suspended any-
where from 5-15 feet deep. Focus on main creek channels 
close to spawning areas fishing with Snacky lures FS200 
with Eyehole jig heads in 1/16th ounce and we used the 
“bucks ultimate” rods from BNM Poles in 10 feet. Look for 
standing timber or brush in these areas as they usually hold 
a few fish in them as well. Report by Robert Stover, Working-
man Crappie Guide. Crappie have moved shallow and the 
bite is aggressive. Fish in 5-15 feet of water using jigs with a 
slick bait or an ATX lure company 2.25 wicked shad. White 
and black bass are spawning. Report by Zach Minnix, JigN-
Jerk Guide Service.

Stillhouse Hollow
GOOD. Water lightly stained; 63 degrees; 12.32 feet below 

pool. The near total lack of flow in this reservoir has made 
the traditional spring white bass run a great disappoint-
ment this year. With no flow in the Lampasas River, there is 
no current to draw the fish into the river, nor into the upper 
third of the reservoir in great numbers anglers have become 
accustomed to in years past. Bird activity has been helpful 
in leading the way to fish though. Look for the bird action 
to decline as they begin to migrate north. Report by Bob 
Maindelle, Holding the Line Guide Service.

God

The

of

T H E  A S T O U N D I N G  W AY  

A  H E A LT H Y  F E A R  O F  G O D  

T R A N S F O R M S  Y O U R  L I F E

JOIN US FOR A NEW LADIES’ BIBLE 
CLASS SERIES BY JOHN BEVERE!

CLASSES BEGIN 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
AT 6:30 PM

IN THIS SERIES, WE’LL EXPLORE HOW THE 

HIDDEN VIRTUE OF THE FEAR OF GOD ALLOWS 

US TO DEVELOP A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP 

WITH OUR HEAVENLY FATHER THAT OUR SOULS 

LONG FOR AND GOD DESIRES US TO HAVE.

 

Gatesville Church 
of Christ

the

2417 EAST MAIN ST  •  (254) 865-2438  
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Complete results from 4-H 
youth competing at the San 
Antonio Stock Show:

Local 4-H youth had the 
opportunity to participate 
in a variety of contests and 
shows at this year’s San An-
tonio Livestock Show and 
Rodeo. The show concluded 
at the end of February with 
much success for our 4-H 
members. Brant Pruitt, a 
member of the Coryell 4-H 
Gun Club, claimed top hon-
ors in the Open Boys Junior 

GATESVILLE BOYS POWERLIFTERS ZACH BRYANT AND 

L.J. HALL WILL COMPETE AT THE TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL 

POWERLIFTING ASSOCIATION 

STATE MEET 
MARCH 24 AT ABILENE WYLIE HIGH SCHOOL 

GYMNASIUM IN ABILENE

R&M Fencing and Dozing
Barbed Wire • Custom Pipe Fencing • Game Fencing

Entry Ways • Corrals • Barns • Metal Buildings

RESIDENTIAL • FREE ESTIMATES

Larry Riddle: 254-248-2205 | Joyce McAdams: 254-248-4318

“Always putting you first”

Gatesville: 3411 E. Main | 254-865-2783

Evant: 115 S. Memory Ln. | 254-471-5531

Oglesby: 117 FM 1996 | 254-470-2261

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

EXEX

plumbing

MI
D-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

MI
D-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

ROGER MILLER
Coryell County Judge

108 S. 6th St. • (254) 865-2615 • www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

Grib’s Construction
2926 S. Hwy. 36
Gatesville
254-248-4171

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GATESVILLLE BOYS 

POWERLIFTERS AND SOCCER TEAM AND GOOD LUCK!

RYAN BASHAM
Coryell County Commissioner

Precinct 3 220 Memorial Dr. • (254) 865-7272

STATE BOUND

            ZACH BRYANT                                L.J. HALL

The Resale Shop
Benefiting the Boys & Girls Club of 

Gatesville
1706 East Main • 254-248-1250

GATESVILLE BOYS

VS DISTRICT 6-4A CHAMPION 

WAXAHACHIE LIFE

BI-DISTRICT GAME 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 IN LORENA

Pruitt earns $10,000 Scholarship in Trap Shooting Competition 

COURTESY PHOTO

 Canyon Smith -  Reserve Champion Landrace Gilt at San Antonio 
Stock Show

COURTESY PHOTO

Brant Pruitt - Trap Champion and $10,000 scholarship winner at 
San Antonio Stock Show Junior Shootout

Shootout Trap competition. 
Pruitt’s sharp-shooting skills 
netted him a $10,000 schol-
arship. Other highlights from 
the show include Reserve 
Champion Landrace Gilt, 
shown by Canyon Smith, and 
5th Overall Berkshire Gilt ex-
hibited by Steven Bomar.

Placings for livestock and 
contests are as follows:

Livestock Show:
Junior Purebred Gilts- Ste-

ven Bomar- 1st place and 5th 
Overall Berkshire, Canyon 
Smith- 1st place and Reserve 
Champion Landrace, Paisley 
Wells- 4th place Berkshire, 

Justin Johnson-6th place 
Berkshire, and Kinlee Gard-
ner- 6th place Spot

Junior Crossbred Gilts- 
Kinlee Gardner- 8th place 
and Steven Bomar- 7th place

Junior Breeding Heifers- 
Kallyn Moreland- 5th place 
Brahman, Charles Belt- 3rd 
place Brangus, Ivan Readett-
9th place Hereford, and 
Thomas Belt- 3rd place Red 
Brangus

Market Barrows- Steven 
Bomar- 3rd place Duroc, Ryli 
Bryson- 5th place Cross

Contests: 
Junior Shootout- Brant 

Pruitt- Champion Open Boys 
Trap

Consumer Decision Mak-
ing- 3rd place Intermediate 
Team- Bailey Wolff, Makaylie 
Williams, Jozie Williams and 
Emily Wolff; Bailey Wollf was 
2nd high individual.

The junior and senior horse 
and livestock judging teams 
also competed.

The spring 4-H event calen-
dar has been posted for up-
coming events. Check us out 
on Facebook! Don’t forget to 
sign up for the county 4-H tal-
ent showcase on March 30th.

Submitted Item

Baylor University stu-
dents Alison Holden, in the 
School of Music, and Chase 
Wetzel, in the Hankamer 
School of Business, were 
recently honored by hav-
ing their names placed on 
the Dean’s Academic Honor 
List.

Holden, Wetzel named to Dean’s Honor List
More than 5,100 Baylor 

University students have 
been named to the Fall 
2022 Dean’s Academic 
Honor List, which recog-
nizes undergraduates for 
their outstanding academic 
work during each semes-
ter. Students honored on 
the Dean’s List earned a 

minimum semester grade-
point average of 3.70 with 
no grade lower than a “C” 
while enrolled in at least 12 
graded semester hours.

Baylor University is a pri-
vate Christian University in 
Waco. Chartered in 1845 
by the Republic of Texas 
through the efforts of Bap-

tist pioneers, Baylor is the 
oldest continually operating 
university in Texas. Baylor 
welcomes students from all 
50 states and more than 100 
countries to study a broad 
range of degrees among its 
12 nationally recognized aca-
demic divisions.

Staff Reports 

The Gatesville Silver 
Spurs Drill Team will hold 
their tryouts on Saturday, 
March 18, at 3:30 p.m at 
the Gatesville Riding Arena. 

Gatesville Silver Spurs tryouts today
Tryouts are only for the 
ages 12 and up. 

The Silver Spurs Drill 
Team is an equestrian team 
that combines the skills of a 
horse and rider to perform 
choreographed maneuvers 

to music. The team per-
forms in rodeos, drill team 
competitions, parades, and 
benefits to entertain and 
showcase horsemanship, 
teamwork, and dedication. 

For further questions call 

Jerry Segraves at 254-216-
0916 or Kylie Rystad at 254-
239-6550. The Gatesville Rid-
ing Club Arena is located at 
301 Veterans Memorial Loop 
in Gatesville.  

The Tommy Davidson 
Scholarship Foundation will 
hold its annual golf tour-
nament at the Gatesville 
Country Club on Saturday, 
March 25 at 10 a.m. It will 
be a four-person scramble, 
with an entry fee of $100 for 
each player. The deadline to 
enter is Friday, March 24.

Davidson Scholarship Golf Tournament March 25 
 Along with the tourna-

ment there will be a silent 
and live auction, a raffle, 
and a fajita dinner. Prizes 
and contests will include 
a cash prize, closest to the 
pin, par 3’s, longest drive, 
and five-dollar card prizes. 
There will be bingo from 
10:30 a.m. to noon. 

Dr. Tommy Davidson 

served as an athletic coach, 
trainer, mentor, and doctor 
for more than 30 years. He 
improved the lives of ath-
letes from Gatesville and 
Valley Mills to Baylor Uni-
versity. Friends and family 
have come together to com-
memorate his contributions 
to the community through 
the Tommy Davidson Schol-

arship Foundation. Each 
year, college-bound stu-
dents from Gatesville and 
Valley Mills are awarded 
scholarships based on their 
excellence in the classroom.

To enter call 254-865-
6917 or Ray Feight at 254-
366-2760. The Gatesville 
Country Club is located at 
1308 Golf Course Road.
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BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main Street • 254-865-8491

BAPTIST
BETHEL HEIGHTS
3835 CR 127, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE 
Elder Hugh Montgomery, 
pastor; 4555 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Worship 4th 
Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
CALVARY
Steven L. Bogan, pastor; 
Hwy. 84 & FM 116; Sunday 
Bible study 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. &  6:30 p.m.
CANAAN
Jim Keever, senior pastor; 
177 Coryell City Road, 
Crawford; Sunday School 
9:30 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
COLD SPRINGS
Bob  Ph i l l i ps ,  pas to r ; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.
EASTWOOD
Lynn Parks, pastor; 2518 
East Main, Gatesvi l le; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:50 
a.m. & 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST EVANT
Dane Barron, pastor; 200 
Live Oak Street, Evant; 
Sundays – Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
adult Bible study 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday services - kids’ 
& youth Bible study 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST FLAT
9775 TX-36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9 a.m.; 
Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m.; 
Wednesdays – Prayer & 
Bible Study 7 p.m.; Youth 
Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Supper first Wednesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.; Men’s 
Breakfast second Saturday 
of each month at 7:30 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST 
GATES VILLE
912 E. Main St.; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., morning 
worship 10:45 a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OGLESBY
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor; 
1 2 0  C o l l e g e  A v e . ; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 am; 
Wednesdays – supper at 
5:40 p.m., Kids & Youth 
Group 6 p.m. ,  Prayer 
meeting 6 p.m.
FIRST BAPTIST PURMELA
875 FM 932, Purmela; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
GATEWAY 
Michael Bragdon, Pastor; 
2819 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
& 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Service 7 p.m.
HARMONY
A.C. Painter, pastor; 1750 
FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
HAY VALLEY
3110 Hay Valley Road;  
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.  
AWANA children’s ministry 
Sundays 5-7 p.m.  Bible 
Study for men & women on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
JONESBORO
Matt Dossey, pastor; 11420 
N. State Hwy. S; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 10:50 a.m.
KING
Char les W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
LIBERTY
Royse T. Cockrell, DMin., 
Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & 
HWY 36, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10:00 a.m., Sunday 
Service 11 a.m. & 1 p.m., 
Family Bible Study Wednes-
days 6:30 p.m.
LIVE OAK 
David Crosby, Interim Pas-
tor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville;  
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday evening Youth 
& Children’s Bible Study 
6 p.m.

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance

“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
(254) 865-8489 

ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE FOR ONLY 

$12.00 PER WEEK!

CALL 254-865-5212.

MOUNTAIN
Rev. Kurt Fuessel,  pastor; 
6319 US-84, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m. Prayer meeting 7 p.m. 
Wednesday.
OSAGE 
Chris Thomas, pastor; 7505 
FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.
PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH
2082 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
PECAN GROVE
6545 FM 107, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Donald McConnaughhay, 
pastor; 11125 FM 116, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday service 
11 a.m. 
PLEASANT VALLEY
Chris Post, Pastor; CR 301, 
Jonesboro; Sunday school 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
PRIMERO IGLESIA
EMANUEL
One mile north of Evant, 
Hwy. 281; Sunday School 
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
SWEET HOME 
511 N. 14th, Gatesville; 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m.,   
Sunday worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday worship 7 p.m.
SPANISH
Ezequiel Casas, pastor; 
113  Veazy Dr., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m.
TRINITY 
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor; 
1506 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:50 a.m. 
Wednesday – activities for 
adults, youth, & children 
6:30 p.m.; 254-865-8495 or 
Pre-school: 254-248-0041.
TURNERSVILLE 
J o n  C r o s b y ,  P a s t o r ; 
8120 FM 182, Gatesville; 
Sunday School 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, 6 p.m.    
WESTVIEW 
In ter im Pastor :  Eddie 
Taylor; 1102 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday School  
10 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.
WHITE HALL
Mike Barron, pastor; 2040 
CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday 
school 10 a.m.; Sunday  
worship 11 a.m.; 254-679-
3200. 
WHITE MOUND 
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday 
School 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m.; 642 CR 
320; mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
MOUND COWBOY
CHURCH
Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday  
worship 9 a.m., Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Satur-
day at 8 a.m. Inside: 3075 
FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 
321. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. 
For more info. & location, 
call 254-865-5908.

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 
1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. 
(English) & 12 p.m. (Spanish 
Mass), Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. & Wednesday-Friday 
at 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF
CHRIST
CEDAR RIDGE
Deral McWhorter, minister; 
1 0 4  C e d a r  R i d g e , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
EVANT
Will Vann, Preacher; 310 W. 
Brooks Dr., Evant; Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday worship 10:20 a.m. 
&  12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
FORT GATES
4605 St .  Hwy.  36 S. , 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 

10:30 a.m. 
GATESVILLE
Justin Hall, minister; 2417 
E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 
6:30 p.m.
LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO
2413 E. Main, Gatesville; 
c lases y  serv ic ios en 
Español, 10–11:30 a.m., 
Solamente en domingos.
MIDWAY
1955 CR 3640, Copperas 
Cove; Sundays – worship 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays – Bible 
Study 5:30 p.m.; Royce 
512-734-5390 or Steve 
254-865-3559.
PEARL
6790 FM 183; Sunday 
worship 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF
GOD
CORNERSTONE
Greg Demmitt,  pastor; 
338 State School Rd., 
Gatesville; Sunday worship 
11 a.m. 

LUTHERAN
IMMANUEL 
David Reedy, International 
Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran 
Church Rd., Copperas 
Cove; Sunday Bible Study 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m.   
ST. JOHN
Rev. Christopher Richman, 
PhD; 10801 FM 929, Coryell 
City; Sunday worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 
a.m.
ST. PAUL
Rev. John Heckmann, 
pastor; Hwy. 36 & FM 1114, 
The Grove; Sunday School 
9 a.m., Sunday worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
BETHEL UNITED
2 miles north of Irel& on 
FM 932; 11 a.m. 2nd & 4th 
Sundays. 
EVANT
235 US-281, Evant; Dennis 
Dutton, Pastor; Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.
F I R S T  M E T H O D I S T 
GATESVILLE
2600 E. Main St.; Stephen 
Schmidt, pastor; Sunday 
worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY 
WORD: Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
$3; youth, Children & Adult 
Bible Studies at 6 p.m. AA 
meets Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday at 6:30 p.m.
OGLESBY UNITED
Kent Berry, pastor; 109 
College St.; Sunday worship 
9 a.m.
PIDCOKE
Bill Jones, Pastor; Hwy. 
116 N., Pidcoke; Sunday 
worship service 10 a.m.; 
254-677-6242.

MORMON
CHURCH OF  JESUS 
CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
206 S. 26th St., Gatesville; 
S a c r a m e n t  s e r v i c e s 
Sundays 10  a.m., Sunday 
School 10 a.m

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Frank Rosenstern, pastor; 
Hwy .  84  W. ;  Sunday 
se rv i ces  10 :30  a .m . ; 
Thursday services, 7 p.m. 
CORYELL COMMUNITY
Eric Moffett, Pastor; 115 
N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday worship 
9  a .m.  &  10 :30  a .m. 
Wednesday services 6 
p.m.; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry & C3 
Student Ministry.
CORYELL FELLOWSHIP
Doran Belknap III, Pastor; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
8205 FM 182, Turnersville; 
254-218-5901.
COVER2COVER
MINISTRIES
Pastor: Rev. Brandy Spiker, 
Sunday service 10 a.m. 
& 6 p.m., Wednesdays 6 
p.m. 407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, 
Gatesville.
GATESVILLE REVIVAL 
CENTER

Wes Covey, Pastor; Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
services 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 
Thursdays 7 p.m.; 2518 
Bridge St.; 254-392-9472.
GRACE ASSEMBLY
CHRISTIAN
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday 
w o r s h i p  1 0 : 3 0  a . m . , 
Wednesday worship 6:30 
p.m.; Gateway Learning 
Center, 2315 Osage Rd., 
Gatesville.
GRACE BIBLE
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday services 10:45 
a.m.; 4012 US Hwy. 84, 
Gatesville.
HARVESTING SOULS
INTERNATIONAL
Mike & Martha Johnson 
pastors, 503 N. 11th St., 
Gatesv i l le ;  865-6222. 
S u n d a y  w o r s h i p  1 1 
a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study Ministries (Men, 
Women, children) 6 p.m. 
“Overcomers” a TDC & 
state approved 12-step 
recovery program meets 
Tuesday 6 p.m.
JOHNNY WATKIN’S
MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS
Sundays, 8:30-9 a.m. aqui 
se reune La Iglesia de 
Cristo, in the 2400 Block of 
E. Main St., Gatesville.
LEVITA BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Peter M. Mafwal, Pastor; 
4460 FM 930, Levi ta; 
Sunday Bible Study 9:45 
a.m.;  Sunday worship  
10:45 am.
MOTHER NEFF FAITH
TABERNACLE
William Bertelsen, Pastor; 
1415 Texas Hwy. 236; 
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
PEARL COMMUNITY
FELLOWSHIP
6735 FM 183, Pearl; Sun-
day Services 9 a.m.
THE HOUSE THAT GOD
BUILT
Bill Trotter, pastor; 3412 
E. Main St., Gatesville; 
Sunday service 11 a.m., 
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
T A B E R N A C L E  O F 
PRAISE
Rev. Jimmy Skiles, pastor; 
202 E. Main, Gatesville;  
S u n d a y s  1 0  a . m . ; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; 254-
206-1826.
MOUNT CALVARY
CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST
Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 
514 N. 13th St., Gatesville; 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesdays Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday 
service, 7:30 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
THE PRESBYTERIAN
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, 
pastor;  1110 E. Main, 
Gatesville; Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS
AL HOGAR DE DIOS
Domingos a partir de las 
2:00 p.m. Te esperamos! 
6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville.

WESLEYAN 
CORYELL VALLEY
4995 FM 929; Saturdays 5 
p.m., Bible study Sundays  
5 p.m. 

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOTS -N- SADDLE 
COWBOY CHURCH
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-
248-1850; 10 miles west 
of  Gatesvi l le on HWY 
84; Sundays 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays 7 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service 9:45 a.m. 
HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN 
BIKER CHURCH
Monty & Tammy VanHorn, 
pastors; 1608 W. Main 
St., Gatesville; Sunday 
Praise & Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Rally-6 p.m.; 254-865-4076.

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street • (254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street
Gatesville, TX
(254) 865-8884

Haynes Jewelry
Serving Gatesville Since 1971

Watch & Jewelry Repair
Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-6131

You will seek me 

and find me when 

you seek me with 

all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:13

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT 
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

DEVOTIONAL PAGE
Coryell
County

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:50 AM

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 6:00 PM

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church
“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014
www.fbcgatesville.com

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

THIS DEVOTIONAL DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES:

Delivery Available
Drive Thru

Curbside Pick Up

254-865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

Conventional prescription filling
Immunizations • Health screenings

Medication Compounding

Lawn & Garden • Tools • Paint

Plumbing • Electrical
Outdoor Living • Much More

2820 S. State Hwy. 36 

Gatesville, TX 76528

254-865-6900

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926

TPCL 13187

Professional expertise for all pest control 

needs in Central Texas!

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

WWW.TPCGATESVILLE.ORG

GRIB’S
CONSTRUCTION

& SEPTIC TANK 

SERVICE

OWNER: GARY GRIBBLE

254-865-1236      254-248-4171

STATE CERTIFIED INSTALLER OF 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

ASPHALT • DIRTWORK • GRAVEL ROADS & 

DRIVES • BACKHOE & MAINTAINER

305 Memorial Drive, Suite B

Gatesville, Texas 76528

Phone: 254-248-1151

Tim Beck’s

Maytag Home Appliance Center
4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:

Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

Call Bailey Shea Dickie at 

254-865-5212

ext. 302

254-865-5212 ext. 300

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Call Bailey to reserve this 

space!

254-865-5212
ext. 302

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
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HOLLYWOOD — In an interview 
Tuesday, Popcorn declared itself the 
best movie snack in the world.

“Not to brag, but I’m the best-selling 
movie snack of all time. Obviously, 
people really love me!”

While signing autographs for fans, 
Popcorn added, “I’m crispy, buttery, 
salty and delicious. I’ve been a movie 
tradition for generations!”

Red Licorice was asked to comment on Popcorn’s statement. “It’s true that 
movies wouldn’t be the same without 
Popcorn,” Red Licorice said. “But with all that crunching, Popcorn can be kind of noisy. I’m sweet, tasty and quiet, 
which is good in a movie theater.”

After hearing Red Licorice’s comments, Chocolate Mints said, “I’m quiet, too.
And I’m in a box that you can close and 

take home if you don’t finish during the movie. I’m delicious and convenient.” 

Dismissing concerns about noise, a 
confident Popcorn replied that “people with good manners know how to eat 
popcorn quietly in a movie theater.”

“Besides,” Popcorn added with a grin, 
“Chocolate Mints can melt in a warm 
car ride home. Popcorn never melts.”

Standards Link: Answer questions 
based on evidence in text.

Standards Link: Understand point of view.

Standards Link: Display data in graphs.

Ask some friends which movie snack they like the best and why. 
Then write a short article explaining which movie snack is the 
favorite among your friends. Make a graph to show your results.

Graph It!
What’s Outside 

the Picture?

Standards Link: Use visual cues 
to understand points of view.

Look at a photo in the 
newspaper. Cut it out 

and glue it in the center 
of a blank piece of 
paper. Think about 
what is outside the 
edges of the photo. 

Draw or list what you 
think is outside what 
you see in the photo.

Viewpoints
A balanced news report provides 
different points of view about the 
news.

There is a highway that starts in 
Alaska and ends at the southern 
tip of Argentina in South America. 
Or does it start in Argentina and 
end in Alaska? It depends on your 
point of view.

This silly news article is about 
Popcorn declaring itself the best 
movie snack. This is Popcorn’s 
viewpoint. Clearly not everyone 
has the same opinion, so the 
reporter interviewed a couple 
of other snacks to get their 
point of view.

Which movie snack does Red Licorice 
think is the best?

Why?

Which movie snack does Chocolate 
Mints think is best?

Why?

If you were interviewed for this article, 
what would you say?

        hile the article below is just pretend, we 
         wrote the article in the format of a real 
news article.

Woodword knows that when you report 
on the news, you need to have “balanced 
reporting.” That means that the reporter 
includes information from people with 
different opinions about the news.

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 16

Who will reach the movie 
theater snack bar first? Race 
against a family member!

I’m a Mosquito!
Write about a mosquito from 
a mosquito’s point of view.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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FRIENDS

GRAPH

HOME

LICORICE

MELTS

MINTS

NEWS

OPINION

POPCORN

QUIET
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TRUE
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Standards Link: Understand point of view using visual cues.

The photos that go with a news article 
can give more information and create a 
feeling about a news event. Which photo 
would you choose for the above article? 
Cut it out and glue it into the box in the 
article above.

Choose a Photo

Look at three ads in today’s newspaper. Write 
down the name of the company advertising, 
what they are selling and why they think 
people should spend money with them.

Standards Link: Compare and contrast points of view.

Advertising Points of View

Staff Reports

Coryell County 4-H will 
host a talent show on Thurs-
day, March 30, at the Gates-
ville City Auditorium. Per-
formances will begin at 6 
p.m. Admission is free to the 

Coryell County 4-H to host Talent Show March 30 at city auditorium
public.

The talent show will pro-
vide an opportunity for 4-H 
youth to develop a spirit of 
cooperation through work-
ing together to develop self-
confidence through public 
appearance. 

Entries are due by Monday, 
March 20. Show participation 
is open to all Coryell Coun-
ty 4-H members within the 
grades of K-12. Age divisions 
will be kindergarten through 
second grade, third grade 
through fifth grade, sixth 

grade through eighth grade, 
and ninth grade through 
twelfth grade. 

Awards will be given to 
first and second place of 
each age division and cate-
gory. Categories will include 
a 4-H skit, choreographed 

routines, a variety show, mu-
sical/instrumental, poetry/
prose, a solo/band perfor-
mance, and a vocal perfor-
mance. 

To enter the talent show 
visit http://coryell.agrilife.
org online. For more infor-

mation call 254-865-2414. 
The Gatesville City Audito-
rium is located at 110 N. 8 
Street in Gatesville.

Staff Reports

Coryell County 4-H will 
host its 2023 fashion show 
on Monday, March 27 at 
Hay Valley Baptist Church. 
The exact starting time of 
the show will be determined 
once all entries are complet-
ed. 

Entries will be due online 
by Monday, March 20, open 

Coryell County 4-H set to present fashion show
to all Coryell County 4-H 
members in kindergarten 
through twelfth grade. Age 
divisions will be kindergar-
ten through second grade, 
third grade through fifth 
grade, sixth grade through 
eighth grade, and ninth 
grade through twelfth grade. 

The purpose of the fash-
ion show is to recognize 4-H 

members who have excelled 
in fashion and interior de-
sign projects and exhibit 
skills in the application of 
knowledge of fibers and 
fabrics to wardrobe selec-
tion, clothing construction, 
or comparison shopping, 
fashion interpretation and 
understanding of style, good 
grooming, and poise in front 

of others, and modeling and 
presentation of themselves 
and their garments. 

To enter, visit http://co-
ryell.agrilife.org online. For 
more information call 254-
865-2414. Hay Valley Baptist 
Church is located at 3110 
Hay Valley Road in Gates-
ville.
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SUDOKU

Last week’s solution

“As an artist, you first 
try to do something that 
you like and that you 
hope appeals to people,” 
he said. “I think a paint-
ing should be something 
that stops you, some-
thing you’d like to step 
into. You just make ev-
ery painting the best you 
can.”

George grew up in 
Joshua, a small town 
near Cleburne. “We had 
no art in school. I was the 
class artist. Every class 
had one. There were only 
50 of us that graduated 
together. For busy work, 
teachers let me draw. By 
the time I got into junior 
high, the teachers would 
give me their tests. One 
side of the paper had 
questions; the other 
side had drawings. I did 

George Hallmark’s life in art

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring 
is a  newspaper columnist and 
producer of The Sound of Texas 
radio series.

G
eorge Hallmark of Meridian is 

one of the most accomplished 

and awarded artists in America. 

maps, parts of a flower 
or skeleton or whatever 
was going to be on the 
test. Well, I’m no fool. I 
looked at the questions, 
so I knew pretty well 
what the questions were 
going to be when the test 
was handed out the next 
day.”

His first formal train-
ing as an artist was when 
he enrolled in Tarrant 
County College. He took 
design courses that led 
him to do some architec-
tural work.  Even though 
he was poorly prepared, 
he was asked by an ar-
chitect if he could do 
some delineation.

“And of course, the 
delineation shows what 
a building will look like 
when it’s finished,” he 
said. “I asked the archi-

tect if I could take this 
home and work on it over 
the weekend. He said 
fine. So, I went straight 
to the TCU bookstore 
and bought two books 
on architectural delin-
eation, worked on it all 
weekend, and taught 
myself how to do it. I 
took it to him, and he 
told me that was exactly 
what he was looking for.

George got a job with 
an architectural firm but 
did some art on the side. 
A collector saw some of 
George’s work and took 
him to a gallery in Dal-
las. After about an hour 
looking at the samples 
George prepared, the 
owner said he would like 
to handle George’s work. 
“I swallowed the hook. 
From then on that was 
what I wanted to be: a 
full-time artist.

“I asked around and 
found out who was the 
best oil painter and 
teacher. It was a man 
at a university in Utah. 
I spent three weeks 
watching him paint. 
When I asked him what 
was the cost, he told me 
just to do some good 
work. Later, he was a 
judge in some events 
where my work was in 

competition with other 
artists. We remained 
friends a long time, and 
when he passed away, I 
got to say a few words at 
his funeral.”

George has always 
had encouragement in 
his quest to be an art-
ist. A cafe owner in Cle-
burne knew George was 
a struggling artist and 
told him to just sign the 
check for his meals. The 
cafe owner never asked 
George to settle up. He 
has some of George’s 
paintings. So do several 
notable people.

George has spent a 
good amount of time in 
Mexico, and that is re-
flected in his paintings. 
He is considering mov-
ing there and perhaps 
opening a shop in a hotel 
to sell his prints. His lat-
est work is a painting of 
chili queens in San An-
tonio in the late 1800s. 
He calls it The Queens 
Court, and it’s on dis-
play in San Antonio’s 
Briscoe Museum.
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MEDICAL LODGE

APPLY ONLINE

AT 

HILLSIDEML.COM/

CAREERS

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass Gatesville, TX 76528

AND APPLY FOR A REWARDING 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY! 

CHARGE NURSE night shift/day shift 

CNA night shift/day shift 

HOUSEKEEPING 

LEAD AIDE 

ADON 

INTO ACTION

For more info: 

254-865-7575

Family fun night at Gatesville Elementary
The Fine Arts and STEM 

Family Night was recently 
held at the Gatesville Ele-
mentary School. Each grade 
level had a live performance 
while singing on stage in the 

cafeteria.   
There were Art and STEM 

activities set up in the gym 
for students to participate 
with their families. A bloom-
ing lily experiment, funny 

grass heads to plant and take 
home, and origami book-
mark making were a few of 
the activities for students 
and their family members to 
enjoy. Students also created 

a pan flute from straws and 
had the chance to paint on a 
canvas while learning about 
the artist, Claude Monet. 

 There was also a book 
fair in the library for anyone 

who would like to visit, or to 
purchase books. A conces-
sion stand served popcorn 
and soft drinks. It was a fun 
evening for Gatesville El-
ementary students and their 

families.

PHOTOS BY DAVID SCOTT  | 
THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER
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Coryell Health is excited to introduce our new 

podiatrist, Dr. James Townson, DPM.  

Dr. Townson is a foot and ankle surgeon 

specialist with over 10 years of experience in 

the medical field. He is board certified by the 

American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgery and 

strives to ensure all his patients receive the 

most complete and efficient care possible.

 CLIFTON • GATESVILLE • GOLDTHWAITE • TEMPLE

(254) 865-2166  |  CoryellHealth.org

Meet Coryell Health’s New Podiatrist

Get Off the Fence

Dr. James Townson, DPM

and Back on Your Feet

COMMON CONDITIONS TREATED • INFANTS TO ADULTS 

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery

• Arthritis of foot & ankle

• Bunions & toe deformities

• Custom orthotics

• Diabetic-related  

foot problems

• Flat feet

• Foot & ankle ulcers

• Fractures of foot & ankle

• Heel pain 

• Limb salvage

• Pediatrics

• Sports-related injuries

• Sprain of foot & ankle

• Tendon injuries

• Toenail issues

• And more!

WINNERS SELECTED WEEKLY

Scan the QR code to submit your photos today!

MARCH 20 - APRIL 24

All submitted photos to be
featured on the Gatesville website 
with winners chosen every Monday!
Weekly winners will recieve a Blue-
bonnet T-Shirt, their photo featured 
on Gatesville social media, and a 
free subscription to the newspaper!

FI
RST ANNUAL

p r e s e n t s  t h e

$100 Cash Prize
Bluebonnet T-Shirt

Year long subscription to
The Gatesville Messenger

Submitted photo on front page 
of the newspaper!

GRAN
D PRIZE WINNER*

re c e i ve s

*announced on April 24

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Pictured left, Faylie Acree, age 3, and Scarlett Lewis, age 5, are shown helping with a popcorn fun-
draiser held on the courthouse square for the Tickled Pink Dance Studio. Other fundraisers are 
planned in the near future to promote the dance studio as they compete in the StarQuest National 
Dance Competitions to be held in Austin and Baytown as well as the World Finals, which will be in 
Galveston. Those wishing to contribute or purchase a sponsorship can call 830-279-9851.

MARSHA LEE
Contributing writer

In 2022, more than 69,742 
local unit volunteer hours 
have been contributed by the 
members of Coryell Retired 
School Personnel (CRSP). 
This number was up from 
the 37,644 hours logged 
in for 2021. Chairman of 
the Volunteer Service Com-
mittee, Debbie Grmela, ex-
plained that “47 of our 85 
members participated in this 
project of serving our com-
munity by volunteering at 
schools, hospitals, nursing 
homes, churches, public li-
braries, the Care Center, the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club Resale 
Shop, museums, theaters, 
civic events, and various oth-
er sites.” The state vice pres-

Retired educators give back to community

COURTESY PHOTO

 Retired educator Sue Ver-
non works as a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club 
Resale Shop.

ident, Ella Gautier, stated, 
“These volunteer hours are 
equivalent to roughly $26.96 
per hour in the private sec-
tor, which means that the 
Coryell County community 
has been saved roughly 
$1,880,244.32 because of the 
volunteer work of its retired 
school personnel.”

Top local volunteers in-
cluded Lois Bartels, 4320 
hours; Debbie Martin, 4320; 
Linda O’Brien, 4320; Nancy 
Ashcraft, 3970; Gary Kafer, 
2525; Mary Kafer, 2525; Jan 
Wynn, 2381; Marsha Lee, 
2155; JoAnn Sugg, 1707; 
Joy Cummings, 1365; Nancy 
Morgan, 1229; and Judy Mc-
Clesky, 1005.

“We are proud of our pro-
fession, and even though 

we are retired, we still enjoy 
giving back to our commu-
nity through volunteerism 
and by being an active part 
of our community, serving 
on committees, boards, and 
councils that make policies 
and furnish services to local 
people,” said Gail Johnson, 
President of CRSP.

District 12 president, 
JoAnn Sugg, added,” The 
Texas Retired Teachers As-
sociation promotes the com-
munity volunteer services 
program implemented by lo-
cal units (like CRSP) through-
out Texas. Statewide totals 
for 2022 are not yet avail-
able, but total hours donated 
across the state in 2021 came 
to 4,337,602 hours, valued at 
around $116,941,750.”

 TICKLED PINK TO HELP

COURTESY PHOTO

Retired educators Nancy Ashcraft (left) and Catherine Taylor volunteer at the Coryell Museum and His-
torical Center.

TEXAS PRESS 

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 

2023


