
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

After originally being told by some 
people that he wouldn’t be able to be-
come a city manager, Bill Parry is on the 
verge of retiring after eight years of ser-
vice as Gatesville’s city manager.

His tenure in office includes helping 
the city navigate through a time of great-
er focus on improving infrastructure 
such as streets and water/sewer lines, 
and also a commitment to building and 
retaining outstanding city staff. Parry is 
officially retiring on Feb. 28, but will stay 
in Gatesville as a consultant until a new 
city manager can fill his post.

Parry said he initially found resistance 
to the idea that he could be a city man-
ager.

“When I was getting ready to retire 
from the Army, I was garrison com-
mander at Fort Hood, which is as close 
to a city manager as you can get,” Parry 
said. He said he asked around about how 
to make the transition to city manager 
from the Army.

“Back then, in 2004, cities usually 
hired city managers from within the or-
ganization,” Parry said. “I was told at the 
age of 48 that I was too old to be a city 
manager because you had to work your 
way up through the ranks.”

Parry instead took a job as executive 
director of the Heart of Texas Defense 
Alliance, a regional organization that 
works to promote the importance and 
sustainability of Fort Hood and the de-
fense industry in Central Texas.

“One evening at a farewell dinner at 
Fort Hood, I was sitting across the table 
from David Byrom, who was Gatesville’s 
mayor at the time. He mentioned they 
were looking for a city manager and he 
thought I’d be a good fit. I was offered 
the job in October 2014 with a start date 
of May 2015.

“It was already something I was inter-
ested in, I just wasn’t sure exactly how to 
get into it. David Byrom broke down a lot 
of those roadblocks.”

Although there was a learning curve, 
Parry’s experiences as garrison com-
mander helped him build a foundation 
toward a smooth transition.

“Some components of the job weren’t 
hard at all to understand, and some re-
quired me to really dig in,” he said. “I 
knew how to do a budget for a large or-
ganization but in the Army you’re appro-
priated money by Congress, with some 
restrictions on how it is spent. With a 
city, you don’t get an appropriation of 
money from the state in Texas. So you’ve 
got to see what the tax rate and water 
and sewer rates need to be to effectively 
serve the community.

“I needed to dive deep into Texas stat-
utes for cities. Basically we’re allowed to 
do anything that isn’t prohibited by the 
Constitution. I had to go through the city 
ordinances to make sure they were up to 
date and conformed to local government 
codes.”

Parry said he has enjoyed “building a 
team and getting them focused on the 
objective of providing the best services 
we can to the community.”

When Parry interviewed for the job, he 
said it was “clearly obvious that the city 
wanted a comprehensive plan for the fu-
ture.” The city was able to complete that 

in May 2020.
“That’s usually a very expensive effort, 

but we were able to complete the task at 
no cost,” he said. “This is something that 
will influence the direction of the com-
munity for the next 20 years.”

Repairing and replacing outdated and 
suboptimal infrastructure has been one 
of the city’s biggest challenges, a task 
that Parry, the City Council and other 
city staff members have worked hard to 
address, he said.

“Many of the water and sewer lines in 
the city are old — everything has a use-
ful life and you’ve got to know what it is 
and decide what to do about that.”

He said much of the work needed to 
resolve that concern has been put off, 
which has only delayed efforts and in-
creased the cost of making needed re-
pairs and replacing old infrastructure. 
Although it will take an extended amount 
of time, Parry said the city is focused on 
addressing those issues.

“The biggest challenge we’re attempt-
ing to address is finding the right bal-
ance between funding what needs to be 
done and also keeping (water, sewer and 

tax rates) as low as possible,” he said.
Improving the condition of streets is 

another priority, and this is best done 
in conjunction with replacing old water 
and sewer lines beneath those streets, 
Parry said.

“We have a list of streets where the 
road needs to be replaced and also areas 
to focus on preventive maintenance,” he 
said. “A lot of these roads weren’t put in 
well, which may have been the standard 
at the time.”

Parry said the cost of redoing a 32-foot-
wide street with two inches of asphalt is 
about $8 per square yard, so replacing a 
mile of road would cost about $150,000. 
In instances where roads can be re-
paired, rather than replaced, the cost for 
the same area would be about $26,000.

Considering the poor quality of many 
Gatesville streets, Parry said there are 
about 60 miles of road that need to be 
replaced. The total cost would be about 
$9 million.

“At our current rate, we bring in about 
$2 million a year in taxes,” Parry said. 
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City selects 
finalists for
manager post
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The Gatesville City Council selected four 
finalists for the city manager position dur-
ing a special meeting on Feb. 21.

The names of the candidates could not be 
disclosed until each of them had an oppor-
tunity to communicate with their current 
employers.

“All are active city managers,” said Gates-
ville Mayor Gary Chumley. He added that 
pending background checks, the city has to 
have each of the finalists attend a meet and 
greet session for the community sometime 
in the next two to three weeks.

The Gatesville City Council had narrowed 
the list of candidates from 31 to seven 
semifinalists earlier this month.

A recruiting brochure developed by the 
city in partnership with Strategic Govern-
ment Resources included detailed informa-
tion about the community. The brochure 
also listed details about expectations for 
the new city manager. These include:

• Providing, creating and executing stra-
tegic city planning and collaborative team-
work for internal and external customers 
for various regular and special projects.

• Analyzing and approving financial 
transactions ensuring adherence to state, 
federal and personnel laws, policies and 
procedures.

• Acting as city ambassador for private 
and public media events and providing con-
flict resolution by resolving issues and an-
swering questions when the arise.

•Receiving inquiries, complaints and ser-
vice requests for information from elected 
officials and resolving them within the 
framework of established policies and pro-
cedures.

• Preparing federal and state grant appli-
cations in compliance with organizational 
and municipal rules and regulations.

Opportunities and challenges were listed 
as:

• Fiscal sustainability, striving for con-
tinuity and constancy in department-level 
budgeting.

• Capital improvements planning
• Economic development
• Fee and rate assessments for city ser-

vices
• Employee recruitment and retention
• Organizational growth, including 

the possibility of new hires in the areas of 
information technology, a staff engineer/
pubic works director and a public informa-
tion officer. It was noted the city manager 
currently oversees 13 departments.

Candidates are required to have a bach-
elor’s degree in public administration or a 
related field, with a master’s degree pre-
ferred. At least five years of successful ex-
perience in government administration was 
listed, along with a preference for 10 years 
or more of progressively responsible expe-
rience in city management.

Starting salary for the position was listed 
at $130,000 to $150,000, depending on ex-
perience and qualifications, along with in-
surance benefits, paid time off, a car allow-
ance and cell phone, and free membership 
at the city’s fitness center. Gatesville also 
participates in the Texas Municipal Retire-
ment System with a 7% employee contribu-
tion and a 2-1 employer match.

Parry reflects on city highlights
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County leaders present plan on jail overcrowding issue
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

While Coryell County continues to scramble to meet state 
mandates related to jail overcrowding, no additional actions 
were taken against the county by the Texas Commission on 
Jail Standards.

Coryell County Judge Roger Miller and Sheriff Scott Wil-

liams both appeared before the commission earlier this 
month to update officials on the steps being taken to re-
solve local jail overcrowding issues.

“Overall, I think it was a good meeting,” Miller said. “A win 
was that the jail commission did not escalate actions they 
had previously taken. The focus was on continued enforce-

ment of remedial orders.
One negative was that the executive director of the com-

mission, Brandon Wood, appears to be losing patience with 
the amount of time it is taking for the county to resolve 
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Bill Parry has served as city manager in Gatesville since 2015. A retirement recption is planned 
from 4-5:30 p.m. at Gatesville City Hall.
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Coryell Health is excited to introduce our new 

podiatrist, Dr. James Townson, DPM.  

Dr. Townson is a foot and ankle surgeon 

specialist with over 10 years of experience in 

the medical field. He is board certified by the 

American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgery and 

strives to ensure all his patients receive the 

most complete and efficient care possible.
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Meet Coryell Health’s New Podiatrist

Get Off the Fence

Dr. James Townson, DPM

and Back on Your Feet

COMMON CONDITIONS TREATED • INFANTS TO ADULTS 

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery

• Arthritis of foot & ankle

• Bunions & toe deformities

• Custom orthotics

• Diabetic-related  

foot problems

• Flat feet

• Foot & ankle ulcers

• Fractures of foot & ankle

• Heel pain 

• Limb salvage

• Pediatrics

• Sports-related injuries

• Sprain of foot & ankle

• Tendon injuries

• Toenail issues

• And more!

the concerns, Miller and 
Williams said.

“Mr. Wood seemed much 
less receptive (to county 
input) than he did at the 
November meeting,” Miller 
said.

Coryell County is planning 
to expand the current jail, 
with groundbreaking sched-
uled for later this spring. 
The jail’s capacity could 
potentially be increased by 
early 2024.

“They have received plans 
for the jail expansion, and 
still have concerns regard-
ing medium security (in-
mates), which is the biggest 
concern for overcrowding,” 
Miller said.

Sheriff Williams said other 
concerns voiced by the com-
mission have already been 
resolved.

“The other issues they 
brought up were rectified 18 

months or two years ago,” 
he said. “Mr. Wood seems to 
be at the end of his rope, but 
the other committee mem-
bers seemed to be receptive 
to what we’re doing. We’ve 
tried everything in the world 
to pacify him.”

The next meeting in which 
Williams and Miller are 
scheduled to appear before 
the commission will be in 
May.

“It’s an eye-opening expe-
rience with some of the con-
cerns people bring up state-
wide,” Miller said.

One source of relief that 
the county is working to fi-
nalize is an agreement to 
house some of the county’s 
jail inmates in Johnson 
County to reduce over-
crowding.

“They sent us a template 
and their sheriff seems to 
think they can handle up to 
30 of our inmates,” Williams 
said. “We’re at the mercy of 
their court and trying to ca-
ter to their needs. Their go-

ing rate is $120 a day (per 
inmate). There is a premium 
on feeding them and caring 
for them.”

Commissioner Kyle Mat-
thews said it was important 
to reach an arrangement 
with Johnson County. “I 
don’t want to lose the op-
portunity,” he said.

“Oh absolutely,” Williams 
said. “We’re working on a 
deal right now for at least 
30 beds for males with the 
possibility of additional 
space for females. There’s 
possibly an additional deal 
to house our inmates await-
ing transfer to a (Texas De-
partment of Criminal Justice 
state prison) facility.

“Johnson County would 
be a spectacular drive com-
pared to the distances we’re 
having to go right now.”

Gatesville is about an hour 
and a half from Cleburne, 
where the Johnson County 
Jail is located.

JAIL
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GISD Student Spotlight GISD Staff Spotlight

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville High School sophomore Kari Dudik, standing with Gatesville ISD Superintendent Barrett 
Pollard, was honored during the Student Spotlight presentation Feb. 20 at the school board meeting. 
Dudik is Buzz, the GHS mascot, who received the Major Mascot Award at a national contest in January. 
She has been named an All-American Mascot and performed at the Citrus Bowl in Orlando.

JEFF OSBORNE| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Second grade teacher Mandy Dudik, standing with GISD Superintendent Barrett Pollard, was honored 
during the Staff Spotlight presentation at the Feb. 20 school board meeting. Principal Keegan Webb 
said she is  “a ray of sunshine on the elementary campus. She has a heart for students and will do what-
ever it takes to help each one of them be successful.”

That amount funds all of the city’s expens-
es, apart from grants.

“There are honestly streets that can’t be 
salvaged,” he said. “So we look at the capital 
plan to see what water lines will be replaced 
in the next five years, and which streets can 
be done. There is a balance and a tradeoff.”

Parry said he is retiring now because he 
had a long-term plan to retire at age 68, and 
he believes he is leaving Gatesville at a time 
when progress is being made to improve the 
community.

“I look at what accomplishments have 
been made to improve the quality of life in 
Gatesville, and we’re on the right track,” he 
said. “I am proud of the employees. They are 
a great team and dedicated public servants. 
They are experts in the areas of specializa-
tion, and I listen to them. It’s been up to me 
to provide them with the resources they 
need. We are as close as we’ve ever been to 
getting them the resources they need.

“I am proud of the City Council. There 
have been some tough arguments over the 
years but they generally give us the resourc-
es we need and are dedicated to doing their 
best for the community.

Parry said the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
indicates city managers stay on the job in 
one location for an average of two years.

“I like to say I beat the odds - beat the av-
erage,” he said.

What’s next on his agenda?
“I am the guardian and conservator for my 

mother, who is in her 90s in Missouri, and 

it’s hard to do that from 1,000 miles away,” 
Parry said. “We wanted to get closer to fam-
ily (in North Texas) so we can get help when 
we need it and it’s not a burden to them. We 
are close enough to grandkids so I can watch 
them play sports more than once a season.

“We are also close to a major airport so we 
can travel if the mood strikes us.”

A lifetime of service will continue for 
Parry and his wife, Stacye, in some form or 
fashion.

“It’s important for us to volunteer for be-
nevolent efforts,” he said. “My wife has been 
involved in prison ministry since we’ve been 
here, and we’d like to do some volunteer 
work together.

“We’ll be five minutes from the University 
of North Texas and they have a masters in 
public administration program. I’ve always 
envisioned one day maybe being a history 
teacher at a community college. I’m not go-
ing to sit around and watch soap operas.

“I’d like to continue to give back to the 
community and grow old gracefully.”

PARRY
FROM PAGE A1

“I look at what accomplishments 

have been made to improve the 

quality of life in Gatesville and 

we’re on the right track.”

BILL PARRY

Gatesville City Manager
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER:

Avon-Ana Marie Smathers
Hummingbird Boutique

Main Street Tobacco LLC
Luxury Nails

MOORES SERVICE CENTER

HIGHWAY 84 EAST

STAR, TEXAS

325-948-3595

www.mooresservicecenterlcom

• Simple maintenance

• Easy-to-use controls

• Easily switch out attachments

• Gear or HST transmission

Call today to schedule a demo of the versatile, easy-to-operate 
B Series tractor. From the tractor lineup rated #1 in durability and 
owner experience in the U.S.*
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Handle every chore 
on a tractor that’s 
easy to handle.

B Series       20.9-24.3 HP

KubotaUSA.com
*Award based on 2021 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Tractor Study.  

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2023. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims 
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There are a lot of folks 
who feel like I do and believe 
spring is the best season 
of the year. There is some-
thing about seeing the world 
around you changing from 
the grey of winter into the 
explosion of spring color, 
which offers hope for the 
future.

When spring rolls around, 
baseball begins. Major league 
players are already in Florida 
and Arizona, and Spring 
training has started. Base-
ball fans who have somehow 
managed to weather the win-
ter absent baseball, are keen 
with anticipation of what the 
season may bring. Fans long-
ing for the sound of a ball 
being hit with a wooden bat 
or the smell of leather gloves 
and horsehide baseballs are 
soon to have their wishes 
fulfilled.

Expectations are never 
higher than just prior to 
the start of baseball season. 
Every team is in first place, 
and fans can daydream and 
image their team ending up 
in the playoffs or even the 
World Series. Will the young 
rookie turn out to be a star? 
Will the old, veteran fan fa-
vorite still have one more 
good season left in him? 
There is hope. There is ex-
citement and anticipation. 
There is joy!

A very similar mindset hap-
pens with gardening. Many 
gardeners have been count-
ing the days to when they 
can set their potted plants 
back outside and no longer 
be afraid of a freeze. Hours 
are spent looking through 
seed catalogs and determin-
ing what flowers, herbs and 
vegetables to plant in this 
year’s garden or flowerbed. 
An eagerness grows inside 
the gardener as he imagines 
getting his hands in the soil, 
putting out preemergent to 
fight those nasty weeds, and 
what the yard and garden 
will look like in its mid-sum-
mer glory. There is excite-
ment and joy as seeds turn 

On Saturday, Feb. 18, mem-
bers of the Gatesville High 
School Band participated in 
the UIL Solo and Ensemble 
Contest at University High 
School in Waco. The students 
who earned honors, includ-
ing superior and excellent 
ratings, were:  

Students who advanced to 

State Solo and Ensemble in 

Austin:

Hayden Heck, Lena Claw-
son, Rachel Holden, Joshua 
Appelman, Nathan Elliott, 
Brenden Gohlke, Gracie Key, 
Leo Villagrana, Riley Malone, 
Charlie Breitinger, Jonathan 
Chavez, Jackson Evetts, Bri-
anna Petrie, Hannah Bartlett, 
Rosa Castillo, Alex Johnson, 
Emily Kelly, Wyatt Dunbar, 
Kale Branum, Carvin Cop-
persmith, Kallie Featherston, 
Reagan Fitts, Amelia Holden, 
and Eason Johnson. 

Superior Rating on a solo: 
Easton Keeney, Hayden 

Twenty-one students 
from the Gatesville High 
School choir recently par-
ticipated in the UIL Solo & 
Ensemble Contest hosted 
at University High School in 
Waco.  They competed with 
21 solos and one ensemble, 
and brought home 23 med-
als. The results were:

Class 1 (Advanced) Solo:

Anna Phillips - Superior 
rating, advances to state

Paisley Wells - Superior 
rating, advances to state

Aurelia Chavez - Superior 

into plants, plants create 
blooms, and flowers bud.

With the coming of Spring, 
fishing enthusiasts are go-
ing through their tackle box 
preparing for the season. Old 
fishing line is discarded and 
new installed. The weather 
and water temperature of 
the lake is checked daily, 
boats are made ready to hit 
the water, and the anticipa-
tion of catching a “big one” is 
on every fisherman’s mind.

Of course, not all of us fish 
or garden. Some folks want 
to golf, boat, ski, or a thou-
sand other things one can 
do outside once the weather 
gets warm. Whatever the ac-
tivity, enthusiasts bide their 
time though winter and fan-
tasize about the upcoming 
season. The absence of be-
ing able to participate in an 
activity makes us hunger for 
the time when we can. 

We have all heard the 
phrase, “absence makes the 
heart grow fonder.” Seem-
ingly there is something in 
the human soul which com-
pels us to look to the future 
in a positive way, especially 
when the future will allow 
us to get back to doing the 
things which bring us joy 
and satisfaction. 

So, on those days when 
your baseball team loses 10-
1, your flowers burn up in 
the Texas heat, and the big 
fish you dreamed of catching 
breaks your line and escapes 
back into the lake, remember 
the joy your activity brings 
you. Remember it’s the “jour-
ney” and not always the des-
tination which is rewarding. 
Hope for the best outcome, 
enjoy participating, and the 
memories the activities cre-
ate. This is your life, live it!

Thought for the day: Hob-
bies are a contradiction: 
They take work and turn it 
into leisure, and they take 
leisure and turn it into work.

Until next I will be ridin’ 
the storm out.

Sam @hcnews.com

MY FRONT PORCH 

The Hope and           
Anticipation of Spring!
BY SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is a syndicat-
ed columnist and newspa-
per executive. He is also an 
actor, author, playwright, 
and entertainment produc-
er/promoter.

T
hough still 

a couple of 

weeks away 

from the offi-

cial first day, I am begin-

ning to sense Spring is 

just around the corner. Houston

COURTESY PHOTO

SINGING PRAISES: Gatesville High School Choir earns 23 medals at UIL competition.

Gatesville High choir brings home 
23 medals from UIL competition

rating, advances to state
Katie Hopson - Superior 

rating, advances to state
Preslea Edmond - Superi-

or rating, advances to state
Memphis Wells - Superior 

rating, advances to state
Coral Bryant - Superior 

rating, advances to state
Vielka Gonzalez - Superi-

or rating, advances to state
Amelia Holden - Superior 

rating, advances to state
Madison Johnson - Excel-

lent rating
Gracie Key - Excellent rat-

ing

Class 1 (Advanced) Ensem-

ble: 

“The Silver Swan” - Katie 
Hopson, Anna Phillips, Pais-
ley Wells, Nevin Benning, 
Memphis Wells

Superior rating, advanc-
ing to state  

Class 2 Solo:

Eli Alvarez - Superior rat-
ing

Nevin Benning - Superior 
rating

Ranyah Garraway - Supe-
rior rating

Serenity Morrall - Superior 
rating

Vanessa Robledo - Supe-
rior rating

Roman Wallace - Superior 
rating

Class 3 Solo:

Nahdiah Appleton - Supe-
rior rating

Brooke Herry - Superior 
rating

Katelyn Sanchez - Supe-
rior rating

Devyn Ayala - Excellent 
rating

GHS Band students participate 
in UIL competition in Waco

Heck, Daniel Rodriguez, 
Mackenzie Stacher, Jaycee 
Shelton, Joshua Appelman, 
Leo Villagrana, Riley Malone, 
Breanna Pospisil, Wyatt 
Dunbar (marimba and snare 
drum), Kale Branum, and 
Carvin Coppersmith.

Superior Rating in an ensem-

ble:

Lena Clawson, Hayden 
Heck, Rachel Holden, Joshua 
Appelman, Nathan Elliott, 
Brenden Gohlke, Gracie Key, 
Charlize Breitinger, Jonathan 
Chavez, Jackson Evetts, Bri-
anna Petrie, Hannah Bartlett, 

Rosa Castillo, Jackson Evetts, 
Alex Johnson, Emily Kelly, 
Kale Branum, Carvin Cop-
persmith, Kallie Featherston, 
Reagan Fitts, Amelia Holden, 
and Eason Johnson.  

Excellent Rating on a solo:

Rachel Holden and Max 
Carpenter.

Excellent Rating in an ensem-

ble: 

Madison Ayres, Savanna 
Glenn, Maryjane Stevens, Ri-
ley Malone, Laura Mitchell, 
and Noah Smith.
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BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Centex Crime Stoppers can 
use your help in solving a 
case of theft over $2,500. On 
Feb. 15, 2023, between 9 a.m. 
and 10 a.m., an unknown 
person(s) committed an act 
of theft in the 2500 block of 
Lowrey Dr.  Suspect(s) stole 
a black 16-foot tandem axle 
trailer.  The trailer contained 
a 60-inch Swisher mower, a 
red Gravely HD48 mower, 
and various other equip-
ment.  No suspect descrip-
tion is available. 

If you have any informa-
tion about any case or any lo-
cal crime, call Centex Crime 
Stoppers 24 hours a day at 
1-254-865-8477 (TIPS) or vis-

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Feb. 19

1:37 a.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Sierra Vista Drive.

1:52 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 600 
block of E. Main Street.

6:02 a.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 1400 block of 
W. Main Street.

7:26 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 900 
block of E. Leon Street.

12:56 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
1200 block of Saunders 
Street.

1:17 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2500 block of Main Street.

Feb. 20

Gatesville Adaptive 
Sports is holding a bake sale 
Sunday, Feb. 26 at J&M Hill 
Country Bar-B-Q.

The fundraiser will start 
at 11 a.m. and continue un-

The Gatesville High 
School Culinary and The-
atre Departments will be 
uniting for a dinner theater 
event to be held today at the 
GHS cafeteria. 

The doors will open at 
5:30 and the show will be 
begin at 6 p.m. The cost of 
the event will be $10 for 
adults and $5 for children 
12 and under. The meal, 
prepared by the high school 
culinary department will in-

The Bell County Master 
Gardeners Association re-
cently announced their 
schedule of events for the 
month of March. For those 
interested in gardening, 
the events held during the 
month are:

March 4
The Bell County Master 

Gardeners Association will 
host a “Bee Box Workshop” 
on Saturday, March 4, from 
9 a.m.-noon, at the BCMGA 
Learning Center, 1605 N. 
Main St., Belton. The work-
shop will be conducted by 
Erik and Cheryl Robertson, 
Owners, Raw-Bee’s, LLC in 
Lorena.  Erik and Cheryl will 
teach how to construct a 
honeybee deep/brood box 

COURTESY OF TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE

PLANT SALE: The Bell County Master Gardners Association will have a Spring Plant Sale March 25 that 
will include a wide selection of vegetables, perennials, native plants and grasses, herbs, and succu-
lents.  

Stephen F. Austin State 
University celebrated the 
achievements of more than 
900 students during its 
end-of-fall commencement 
ceremony held Dec. 10 in 
the Johnson Coliseum. Ken-
nedie Hyde, Shelby Nolte, 
and Jacquelyn Williams, all 
of Gatesville, were awarded 

Bell County Master Gardeners 
announce March programs

and show additional items 
needed to set up in your api-
ary.  Class Limit 10. Fee is 
$30 per person. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com  
Payment instructions will be 
provided upon registering 
for class.  

March 16
The Bell County Master 

Gardeners Association will 
host “Peaches and Plums” 
presented by Certified Mas-
ter Gardener William “Bill” 
Walker, Thursday, March 
16, at 6 p.m., at the BCMGA 
Learning Center, 1605 N. 
Main St., in Belton. The sem-
inar is free but limited to the 
first 50 people to sign up. 
Donations will be accepted 
to support continuing edu-

cation opportunities in Bell 
County. Register online at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com.

March 25
The Bell County Master 

Gardeners Association will 
host a “Spring Plant Sale” on 
Saturday, March 25, from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m., at the Bend of 
the River, 7915 S. General 
Bruce Dr., in Temple. There 
will be a wide variety of veg-
etables, herbs, annuals, pe-
rennials and more for you 
to choose from. Certified 
Master Gardeners will be on 
site to assist and to answer 
questions. Spread the word 
and tell your family and 
friends about the sale.

Gatesville High School Culinary 
and Theatre Departments to 
present “12 Angry Jurors”

clude spaghetti with meat 
sauce or buttered noodles, 
side salad, French bread 
with garlic dip, cheesecake, 
and iced tea. The public is 
welcome to attend.

The GHS Theatre Depart-
ment, under the direction 
of Amanda Cummings, will 
present a play titled “12 
Angry Jurors,” by Sher-
man Sergel. The student 
cast and crew will include 
Dana Myers, Rachel Holden, 

Alex Johnson, Blake Barnes, 
Mikey Medina, Eason John-
son, Caitlyn Wafford, Lucy 
Pritchett, Issabella Cere-
cerez, Hannah Bartlett, Lu-
cas Ayers, Mandy Jones, 
Austin Lewis, Stetson Love, 
Tori Hobbs, Serenity Hajdik, 
Lillian Kring, Sara Kiphen, 
Millie Holden, J.C. Shelton, 
Reagan Fitts, Lily Hugghins, 
Dillon Tyson, and Abigail 
Boose.

Hyde, Nolte, Williams graduate 
from Stephen F. Austin

degrees during the ceremo-
ny.

Stephen F. Austin State 
University offers more than 
80 undergraduate majors 
and 120 areas of study 
within six colleges – busi-
ness, education, fine arts, 
forestry and agriculture, 
liberal and applied arts, and 

sciences and mathematics. 
Stephen F. Austin State 

University was originally 
founded as a teachers’ col-
lege in 1923 and subse-
quently renamed after one 
of Texas’s founding fathers, 
Stephen F. Austin.

Gatesville Adaptive Sports bake 
sale set for Feb. 26

til goods are sold out. 
This program allows 

special needs children to 
participate in sports and 
activities such as baseball, 
soccer, flag football, and 

cheerleading.
 J&M Hill Country Bar-B-Q 

is located at 2601 East Main 
Street in Gatesville.

The DISPATCH

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of February 19 – 21.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more 
significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s 
office at 865-7201.

5:20 a.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
200 block of N. 14th Street.

7:17 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2200 
block of E. Main Street.

10:11 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 400 block of 
E. Main Street.

1:02 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
2700 block of Jackson Drive.

3:47 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1400 block of W. Main Street.

5:51 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 500 
block of River Oaks Drive.

Feb. 21
10:30 a.m., a welfare con-

cern was reported in the 
1200 block of W. Leon Street.

10:56 a.m., a disturbance 

was reported in the 300 
block of N. 14th Street.

11:57 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
2500 block of Lowrey Drive.

2:15 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1900 block of 
FM 116.

5:45 p.m., criminal tres-

pass was reported in the 300 
block of Valley View Drive.

7:15 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Feb. 19

12:10 a.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Cedar Mountain Road.

1:48 a.m., shots being fired 
was reported in the area of 
Sierra Vista and Harvey’s 
Valley.

4:01 a.m., a structure fire 
was reported in the 300 
block of E. FM 931.

2:09 p.m., a stolen vehicle 
was reported in the 2600 
block of Horseshoe Bend.

3:03 p.m., criminal mis-

chief was reported in the 200 
block of CR 329.

5:45 p.m., the burglary of a 
building was reported in the 
100 block of FM 1996.

Feb. 20
10:16 a.m., a theft was re-

ported in the 100 block of 
Gates Drive.

11:10 a.m., the burglary of 
a building was reported in 
the 1200 block of W. Hwy. 
84.

12:27 p.m., a major acci-
dent was reported at the in-
tersection of E. Hwy. 84 and 
FM 1829.

5:52 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
500 block of River Oaks.

7:06 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 1200 block of 
S. 13th Street.

8:37 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 200 block of 
Liberty Street.

Feb. 21
9:28 a.m., the burglary of a 

building was reported in the 
200 block of Vista Road.

12:18 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 1700 block of CR 154.

3:37 p.m., a minor accident 
was reported in the 1900 
block of FM 116.

6:55 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 600 
block of Golf Course Road.

8:21 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported in the 300 
block of FM 107.

10:33 p.m., a threat was 
reported in the 400 block of 
Rainer Road.

CENTEX CRIME STOPPERS
CRIME OF THE WEEK 

it our website at www. Cen-
texcrimestoppers.org or by 
downloading the “P3” mobile 
app available on both the 
Apple App Store and Google 
Play Store. You never have to 
give your name, and if your 
information leads to an ar-
rest, you may be eligible for 
a cash reward.

Crime Stoppers, citizens, 
police, and the news media 
working together can make 
our community a safer place 
to live. Together we can 
make a difference.

16-foot tandem axle 
trailer stolen Feb. 15

(StatePoint) 
During the dark of night, 

concerns about personal 
safety may increase. Wheth-
er commuting for work or 
class, getting in an evening 
run or walking the dog, you 
likely need to carry out dai-
ly activities long after the 
sun goes down.

To help keep you safe, 
David Nance, founder of 
the SABRE Personal Safety 
Academy, shares six essen-
tial tips, along with safety 
product recommendations:

1. Make a plan before going 
out. Tell someone you trust 
your plans and be sure to 
keep them posted of your 
whereabouts.

2. Plan for darkness. When 
it matters most, you don’t 
want to be fumbling around 
in your bag or on your bed-
side table for a way to pro-
tect yourself. A first-of-its-
kind tool, the SABRE Glow 

in the Dark Pepper Spray 
with Quick Release Key Ring 
is easy to find. Charged for 
as little as five minutes by 
any light source, the neon 
green illuminance can shine 
for as long as two hours, 
helping you stay prepared.

3. Use night walking safe-
ty rules. Don’t walk in the 
street. Use well-lit side-
walks, avoiding dark areas 
with lots of shrubbery. Go 
in the opposite direction of 
traffic so you can see what’s 
coming and whenever pos-
sible, walk with a friend. In 
a dark parking garage? Be 
extra alert.

4. Get tech support. Though 
looking at a smartphone 
while walking isn’t safe, 
your tech devices can actu-
ally help protect you from 
dangerous situations when 
used wisely. For example, 
the free SABRE Personal 
Safety App sends help alerts 

to selected contacts with 
your location when the in-
app alert button is pressed 
or when SABRE SMART Pep-
per Spray is deployed.

5. Light your way. Practical-
ly speaking, you may not al-
ways be able to stick exclu-
sively to well-lit areas, but 
a multifunctional tool can 
keep you prepared to pro-
tect yourself against threats 
while also helping you stay 
aware of your surround-
ings. Serving double-duty, 
the SABRE PepperLight in-
cludes a maximum strength 
pepper spray while illumi-
nating any dark area with 
750 lumens, visible up to 
540 feet. Another illuminat-
ing tool is the brand’s Per-
sonal Alarm With LED Light 
And Snap Hook, which also 
features an alarm audible 
up to 1,250 feet, giving us-
ers an additional level of 
protection.

6. Wear reflective gear. Make 
yourself visible to cars and 
cyclists whenever you’re 
running or walking in the 
dark with reflective apparel 
and gear, such as the SABRE 
Pepper Gel Runner Series 
with UV Marking Dye. Its 
adjustable hand strap and 
reflective logo offer protec-
tion and visibility. It’s also a 
good choice as winter winds 
howl. Unlike pepper spray, 
pepper gel resists wind 
blowback.

While it’s legal to carry 
these safety products in all 
50 states, check local laws. 
For more information and 
safety tips, visit www.sa-
brered.com.

“While cold dark nights 
can create a sense of un-
ease, the right tools and 
safety strategies can give 
you confidence and peace 
of mind this season,” says 
Nance.

6 safety tips during nights this season
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OBITUARIES

INDIAN 
ARROWHEADS 

WANTED
Point Type: Clovis, Yuma, 

Firstview & Eden
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Absolute

TOP DOLLAR
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Call 979-218-3351
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NANCY DIXON
Nov. 28, 1953 – Feb. 20, 
2023

Nancy Dixon, age 69, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Monday, February 20, 2023, 
in Mound on “Hopson Hill,” 
surrounded by her family 
and friends.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
February 25, 2023, at White 
Mound Baptist Church Tab-
ernacle, with Rev. Bruce Cox 
and Rev. Richard Creech of-
ficiating.  Interment will fol-
low at Mound Cemetery.  

Nancy Lois Hopson Dixon 
was born on November 28, 
1953, in Gatesville, to the 
late Truett and Lois Cole 
Hopson.  She attended 
grade school at Mound and 
Gatesville, graduating from 
Gatesville High School in 
1972.  She married Kenneth 
Dixon on August 4, 1973. As 
a young girl, Nancy accepted 
Christ as her savior.  

ROBERT 

GOHLKE
Nov. 4, 1938 – Feb. 19, 2023

Robert Gohlke, age 84, of 
Gatesville, went to be with 
his Heavenly Father on 
Sunday, February 19, 2023, 
surrounded by his children. 

Funeral services were 
held at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
February 23, 2023, at St. 
John Lutheran Church in 
Coryell City, with Pastor 
Christopher Richmann of-
ficiating. Burial followed 
at St. John Lutheran Cem-
etery.  

Robert James Gohlke was 
born on November 4, 1938, 
the last of three children 
to the late Walter Henry 
and Olga Neuman Gohlke 
of Coryell City. He was 
brought by his parents for 

Nancy earned her bach-
elor’s degree in Business 
Communications in 2010 
from Texas A&M-Central 
Texas.  After taking care of 
her dad, she decided that 
she loved caring for others.  
She got her CNA and CMA 
certifications and thorough-
ly enjoyed her patients at 
Coryell Memorial Hospital 
Welcome Program.  It was 
very important to her that 
the residents had a special 
Sunday meal.  Nancy made 
sure their tablecloths were 
ironed, napkins coordinated 
and that the salt and pepper 
shakers matched each week.  
After her mother passed, 
she took care of her baby 
sister, Barbara Sue “Fudge.”  
Together, they started bak-
ing and preparing meals.  
Her love for all things of the 
heart and home soon turned 
into a business, “Marmi’s 
MudPie Kitchen.”  She set up 
shop and worked at Bakers 
Market in Gatesville, where 
she quickly became famous 
in her hometown for her 
protein balls. 

Nancy made every occa-
sion special, whether she 
was decorating a table, bak-
ing a pound cake, or taking 
the grandkids to Chick-Fil-A.  
Her attention to detail was 
impeccable and she truly 
put the “extra” in extraordi-
nary!  She was always on the 
go, never missed an event, 
and made everyone feel spe-
cial and loved.  To know her 
was to love her. Through-
out her life, she shared her 
love of Christ by serving 

others.  She truly had a ser-
vant’s heart and put others 
before herself.   Nancy was 
diagnosed with stage four 
brain cancer in July of 2022. 
We rejoice in knowing that 
because of her faith, she is 
now fully healed.  We are 
confident, yes, well pleased 
rather to be absent from the 
body and to be present with 
the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8

Nancy is survived by her 
husband, Kenneth Dixon; 
children, Sara Jo Poynter 
and husband, Chad, Kari El-
len Belt and husband, Bran-
don, Holly Ann Pullen and 
husband, Kyle, Jeb Caley 
Dixon and wife, Desiree; 
twelve grandchildren, who 
called her by her favorite 
name “Marmi,” Jaryn Cole 
and Lyndi Nicole Poynter, 
Samuel Truett, Charles Rob-
ert and Thomas Allen Belt, 
Joshua Lane McBee, Ruby 
Caroline, Truett Rose, and 
Jacklyn Pearl Pullen, Julia 
Kay, Brooke Natalie, and 
Reese Kelly Dixon; her “fa-
vorite” brothers and sisters, 
Margaret Jo Hopson, Da-
vid Hopson and wife, Pam, 
Frank Hopson and wife, Su-
sie, Loyd Hopson and wife, 
Kari, Barbara Sue Hopson; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews who lovingly called 
her “Aunt Marmi.”

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that memorials 
be made to the children’s 
camp fund at White Mound 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
103, Mound, TX 76558.

DENIECE

CLIFTON
May 5, 1962 – Jan. 30, 2023

Deniece (Niece) Clifton, 
age 60, of Gatesville, passed 
away on Monday, January 
30, 2023, in Temple.

Funeral services were held 

at 11 a.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6, at Scott’s Funeral 
Home Chapel. Immediately 
following the services, her 
family attended a celebra-
tion of Deniece’s life held at 
Texas Station Event Center. 

Patti Deniece Clifton was 
born on May 5, 1962, in 
Lovington, New Mexico to 
the late Clifford and Lo-
retta Cole Bills. She grew 
up in Denver City, Texas 
and graduated from Den-
ver City High School. She 
married Randy A. Clifton 
March 17, 1992. They have 
resided in Gatesville since 
1998. She worked locally for 
Nolte Construction and the 
Nolte Family. Deniece had 
the ability to light up every 
room she entered. Her chil-
dren and her grandchildren 
were her world. She gave ev-
erything she had, and never 
took more than she needed. 

She will be greatly missed. 
She was preceded in death 

by her parents; mother and 
father-in-law, O.A. and 
Kathy Clifton; late husband, 
James Green; and mother 
and father-in-law, Bill and 
Joann Green.

Deniece is survived by her 
husband, Randy A. Clifton; 
children, Austin Clifton and 
wife, Kim, Cyndi Clifton, 
Randall Green and signifi-
cant other, Michele Evans, 
Starla Smith and husband, 
Chris, Alan Clifton, Kyle 
Clifton and partner, Whit-
ney Billings; two sisters, and 
many beloved family mem-
bers; grandchildren, Eli-
jah, Jamie, Haylea, Jaynee, 
Ha’Ane, Tasi’Ana, Mai’Ana, 
Sean, Jackson, Liam, and 
Kennedy.

Holy Baptism to St John’s 
Lutheran Church in Cory-
ell City as an infant on De-
cember 25, 1938, where he 
also confirmed his faith on 
April 6, 1952. Robert was 
raised in a strong Christian 
family.  Church was an in-
tegral part of his life, rais-
ing his children in the faith 
and serving many roles 
including church council 
and Sunday School super-
intendent. He was raised 
on a farm and was not a 
stranger to hard work. He 
was a proud member of the 
Gatesville Graduating Class 
of 1956 and enjoyed many 
lifelong friendships. Robert 
voluntarily enlisted in the 
Army in April 1959, served 
at Fort Polk, Louisiana, and 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and 
worked at M.A.T.E.S. in 
North Fort Hood. He was 
honorably discharged in 
April of 1969. He met Sar-
ah O’Nell Stubbs, the love 
of his life, at a St. John’s 
Lutheran Church Luther 
League social event in the 
fall of 1960. They married 
on March 17, 1962. He be-
gan his career at the Texas 
Department of Transporta-
tion in Gatesville in 1971 
and was promoted to As-
sistant Maintenance Fore-
man in 1976. He moved 
to Hamilton County when 

he became the TxDOT Main-
tenance Foreman in 1987. 
He retired in 1997 and he 
and his wife, moved back to 
Gatesville. He loved spend-
ing many years of retirement 
with Sarah, watching their 
grandchildren grow, working 
with wood and refinishing 
many antiques, playing domi-
nos with friends, gardening 
and watching the wildlife on 
their place, traveling, and 
serving others in his commu-
nity through Meals on Wheels 
and in-home Communion 
Ministry through his church. 

He was preceded in death 
by his wife Sarah of 59 years; 
brother, Curtis Gohlke; and a 
sister, Dorothy Gohlke Keller-
man.  

He is survived by his three 
children, Melissa Bendele and 
husband, Randy, of San An-
tonio, Stephanie Condojani 
and husband, John, of Tel-
luride, Colorado, and Nathan 
Gohlke and wife, Nicole, of 
Gatesville; six grandchildren, 
Amber Bendele Brown and 
husband, Brandon, Colton 
Bendele, Bailey Gohlke, Ken-
dra Condojani, Shelby Con-
dojani and Brenden Gohlke.

In place of flowers, the fam-
ily has designated memorials 
to be given to St. John Luther-
an Church, 10801 FM 929, 
Gatesville, TX 76528.

Steve, and Mark; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews and 
dear friends.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial Fund, https://
www.vvmf.org.

WILLIAM DEAN

RUFF
Aug. 24, 1950 – Feb. 18, 
2023

William Dean Ruff, age 72, 
of Gatesville passed away 
Saturday, February 18, 2023, 
surrounded by his sons and 
family. Graveside services 
with military honors were 
held at 9 a.m. on Friday, 
February 24, 2023, at Cen-
tral Texas State Veterans 

Cemetery in Killeen. Pastor 
Wray Nunn officiated. 

Bill was born August 24, 
1950, in Great Falls, Montana 
to Daniel and Lora Fae Ruff. 
After high school he joined 
the United States Army and 
served in Vietnam. He later 
finished his long military 
career at M.A.T.E.S. After re-
tirement Bill enjoyed spend-
ing his time restoring old 
cars, fishing, camping, and 
hanging out with his dogs. 
He loved spending time with 
his sons when they weren’t 
giving him a hard time. 

Bill was preceded in death 
by his parents and by his 
brother, Pete Ruff.

He is survived by his wife, 
Mary Ruff; sons, Gary Ruff 
and wife, Lonna, and Shawn 
Ruff and wife, Tonya; grand-
children, Gary Ruff, Jr, Mi-
chella, Heiler, Lance, and 
Layden; siblings, Faye, Mary, 
Diane, Pam, Mike, Clayton, 

Meals on Wheels is cur-
rently in need of volunteer 
drivers. Meals on Wheels 
is a federally funded pro-
gram for older adults who 
are homebound, unable to 
prepare a meal, don’t drive, 
and have no one to cook for 
them. The program provides 
home-delivered nutritious 
meals to seniors in our com-
munity on local routes only. 

The Gatesville Senior Cen-
ter is looking for four driv-
ers per day to drive four 
different routes. The shifts 
will be Monday through Fri-
day, starting at 10:30 a.m. 

The Meals on Wheels run 
will take approximately one 
hour to complete. Volun-
teers can build their own 
schedules with no contract 
necessary. If you are a vol-
unteer age 55 or older, you 
may be eligible for different 
perks. 

Meals on Wheels America 
is the oldest and largest 
national organization sup-
porting the more than 5,000 
community-based senior 
nutrition programs across 
the country that are dedi-
cated to addressing senior 
hunger and isolation. This 

network exists in virtually 
every community in Amer-
ica and, along with more 
than two million volun-
teers, delivers the nutritious 
meals, friendly visits, and 
safety checks that enable 
America’s seniors to live 
nourished lives with inde-
pendence and dignity. 

The Gatesville Senior 
Center is located at 208 N. 
Lutterloh in Gatesville. For 
more information contact 
the Senior Center Director, 
Pam Rudolph at 254-865-
8234.

Meals on Wheels in need of volunteers

Staff Reports

The Coryell County Ge-
nealogical Society will meet 
on Tuesday, March 14, at 6 
p.m. at the Gatesville Public 
Library.  

Local historian, Sherry 
Lawrence, will present a 
program, featuring the 
1950 U.S. Federal Census, 
with a review of previous 
Federal Census reports.

Census reports are vi-
tal to genealogists in their 
pursuit of establishing 
family relationships.  The 
latest census available to 
the public is the 1950 U. S. 

Federal Census, and many 
people will now be able to 
see themselves in a census 
for the first time.  Since 
1850, the Federal Census 
reports contain the names 
of all members of a house-
hold, making these reports 
most useful.  The earlier 
census reports only gave 
the name of the head of 
household, with household 
members identified by age 
groups and sex.  Even with 
this limited information 
the early census reports 
give valuable information, 
establishing location of a 
family and proximity to ex-

tended family members.
Although intended for 

much different purposes, 
census information has prov-
en to be a genealogist’s gold 
mine.

Meetings are open to the 
public, so, if you are interest-
ed in local history or want to 
learn more about genealogy, 
please join the group.

1950 Census and Federal Census 
Review Program to be presented 
by Coryell County Geneology 
Society set for next meeting

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION
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What Easter eggs or tiny 
secrets never made it into 
your favorite movie? Which 
budding star’s debut role 
will you miss because 
someone decided it wasn’t 
worthy? What will never be 
seen on-screen? So much 
celluloid, so many scripts 
slashed, plots mashed, 
dreams dashed, as in “Oscar 
Wars” by Michael Schulman, 
careers trashed.

Nearly a year 
ago, you almost 
couldn’t go any-
where without 
hearing about 
The Slap. Every-
one, it seemed, 
had an opinion 
about both action 
and Academy.

As for the lat-
ter, Schulman 
said, the Acad-
emy Awards are 
“a vaunted tradi-
tion celebrating a 
great modern art 
form. They’re an 
industry party ... the clos-
est thing America has to 
royalty ... a marketing ploy 
... the Gay Super Bowl.” And 
“they’re something else, 
too.”

The Oscars, in a way, are a 
battlefield where “it can take 
years to see what the real 
battle lines were.” There’s 
conflict in the Awards, cul-

Bill Loggins and Ollie 
M. Flake were married on 
March 5, 1948, after meet-
ing in their classes at Bay-
lor University. They were 
married at Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church in Waco.

Their four children are 
Sherry Edwards and hus-
band, Malcom, of Lewis-
ville, Linda Garvey and 

Loggins to celebrate 75th 
wedding anniversary March 5

husband, Jamie, of Gates-
ville, Mary Anne Leib and 
husband Tom, of Gates-
ville, and Mike Loggins and 
wife, Laura Ferri of Seattle. 
Bill and Ollie have numer-
ous grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews.

Bill and Ollie both had 
teaching careers in Gilli-

land, Bremond, Dawson, 
Malakoff, Plano, and Pros-
per before retiring and 
moving to Gatesville in 
1992.

They have been members 
of the First United Method-
ist Church of Gatesville for 
more than 30 years.

COURTESY PHOTO

Bill and Ollie M. (Flake) Loggins on their wedding day,  March 5, 1948.

COURTESY PHOTO

Bill and Ollie M. (Flake) Loggins to celebrate 75 years of marriage.

Retirement reception Tuesday for   
Gatesville City Manager Bill Parry

A reception honoring 
retiring Gatesville City 
Manager Bill Parry is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
Feb. 28.

The reception, 
hosted by the City of 
Gatesville staff and 
city council members,  
will be held from 4:00 
to 5:30 p.m. at the 
city council chambers, 
located at 110 N 8th 
Street.

Parry has spent the 
last eight years as 
Gatesville’s city man-
ager. His official retire-
ment date is Feb. 28 
but he has agreed to 
stay in Gatesville as a 
consultant until his po-
sition has been filled.

The public is invited 
to stop by and extend 
their well wishes to Mr. 
Parry.

Parry

BOOK REVIEW

‘Oscar Wars’ provides fun, in-depth 
look behind the scenes of Academy 
Awards
BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
Terri Schlichenmeyer is an award-winning, self-syndi-
cated book reviewer.

“Oscar Wars: A History of Hollywood in Gold, Sweat, and Tears” by Michael 
Schulman. c.2023, Harper, 608 pages, $40.00

Y
ou’ve often wondered what ended up on 

the cutting room floor.

Schlichenmeyer
tural upheaval, and politics. 
The movies hold up a mirror 
to us and our society, but 
what happens behind-the-
scenes with the Awards is 
rarely known by the public. 

The first Awards were 
held quietly, because that’s 
how the Academy began: 
members at the first meet-
ing were carefully-chosen 
VIPs, bona fide stars, direc-

tors, and powerful studio 
owners. It’s possible, Schul-
man suggests, that the first 
Academy Awards process 
was “rigged.”

Through the years, there 
were many times when the 
Academy was almost dis-
banded and the Awards 
show deleted. And yet, it 
always rallied because who 

didn’t want that statue grac-
ing their mantle or bath-
room shelf? Frank Capra did 
everything imaginable to 
get one. So did Bette Davis, 
even going so far as to have 
an abortion. Judy Holliday 
narrowly missed getting the 
role that gained her an Os-
car. Dennis Hopper didn’t 

care if he had one or 
not, though, and Dalton 
Trumbo got his very, 
very late.

In the near-century of 
the Oscars, there were 
comebacks and come-
from-behinds, a Red 
Scare and Snow White. 
Indeed, the ceremony 
has thrived despite a 
ratings system, racism, 
rock & roll, 1969... and 
a Slap heard ‘round the 
world.

As addictive as a large 
popcorn, extra butter, 
and more fun than a 
trailer for that next big 

flick, “Oscar Wars” is a star-
powered fan’s book, all the 
way – but it also has some-
thing for not-particularly-
avid sometimes-watchers, 
too.

With a heavy tip toward 
Hollywood, author Michael 
Schulman adds history and 
pop culture to his stories, 
showing how world events 

affected the 
movies and vice 
versa. The Acad-
emy hasn’t always 
followed along, 
though, leaving 
fans screaming 
“WHAAAT??” at 
their televisions 
once a year on a 
Sunday; on this, 
Schulman subtly 
explains the un-
explainable, in a 
way that anyone 
can appreciate. 
His anecdotes put 
the shiny, sparkly 
“tinsel” in these 
Tinsel Town tales.

This is a hefty 
tome but don’t let 
that be daunting; 
“Oscar Wars” is so 
much fun to read 
that you’ll barely 
notice its size. If 
you’re truly mad 
for movies, Hol-
lywood, the Red 
Carpet, or cultural 
history, this book 
makes the cut. 

COURTESY OF ETHAN JAMES GREEN

Michael Schulman, author

The first “Miss Spring 
Fest Pageant” will be held at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, March 
25, at the Texas Station 
Event Center. The ages for 
contestant entries include 
Baby Miss, infant to 2 years 
of age; Tiny Miss, ages 3-5; 
Little Miss, ages 6-9; Ju-

Deadline to enter Miss Spring 
Fest Pageant is March 1

nior Miss, ages 10-13; and 
Queen, ages 14-18. There 
will also be other categories 
including Most Photogenic 
and People’s Choice.

The early deadline to en-
ter will be March 1 with an 
entry cost of $30. The late 
deadline will be March 15 at 

a cost of $50.
For more information 

about the pageant, please 
contact Susie at 254-383-
2307. Texas Station Event 
Center is located at 4604 
Hwy. 36.

Girl Scout Cookies 
continue to be available 
for purchase in Gates-
ville. 

Local Girl Scout Mack-
enzie Stacher sets up 
her tent for business at 
Walmart every weekend 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Cookie sales continue until March 5
The Girl Scout cook-

ie sale was originally 
scheduled to end on 
Feb. 26, but has now 
been extended to end 
on March 5 due to the 
recent ice storm that 
hampered cookie sales.
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GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST
 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: 3835 CR 
127, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 
Elder, Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 
5 miles south of Pearl, 4555 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 4th Sunday each 
month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
 CANAAN BAPTIST CHURCH: Jim Keever, senior 
pastor; 177 Coryell City Road, Crawford; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob 
Phillips, pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 
a.m.; Wednesday evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Dane 
Barron, pastor; 200 Live Oak Street, Evant; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., adult Bible study 6 p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ and youth Bible study 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: 9775 
TX-36, Gatesville; Sunday School 9 a.m.; Sunday 
Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study 
7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: 
912 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 
a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: 120 
College Ave., Oglesby, Tx 76561; Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am; Wednesday evenings – supper at 5:40 pm, Kids 
& Youth Group 6:00 pm, Prayer meeting 6:00 pm; 
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH:  Michael 
Bragdon, Pastor; 2819 South Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay 
Valley Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am.  AWANA children’s ministry Sunday evening 
5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible Study for men and women 
on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; 11420 North State Hwy. S, Jonesboro; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36, Gates-
ville; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 
11:00 a.m., Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible 
Study Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: David Crosby, 
Interim Pastor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:15 a.m., morning worship 
10:30 a.m., Wed. evening Youth and Children’s Bible 
Study 6:00 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt 
Fuessel,  pastor; 6319 US-84, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 

11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, 
pastor; 7505 FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH: 2082 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Sunday morning worship 10 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 6545 FM 
107. Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 P IDCOKE BAPTIST CHURCH:  Dona ld 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship 
service 11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris 
Post, Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north 
of Evant, Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: 875 FM-
932, Purmela; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 
14th, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday school 
9:30 a.m.,   Sunday morning worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday services - Wednesday evening worship 
7 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Drive, Gatesville; Sunday Services; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Sam Crosby, 
Pastor; 1506 West Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:50 
a.m. Wednesday night services - activities for adults, 
youth, and children 6:30 p.m. Email: trinitybctx2@
centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon 
Crosby, Pastor; 8120 FM 182, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Interim Pastor: 
Eddie Taylor; 1102 West Main Street, Gatesville; 
Sunday School  10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 
10 a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH: Bruce Cox, 
pastor. Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m. 642 CR 320. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. MOUND COWBOY 
CHURCH Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday services - morn-
ing worship 9 a.m., Sunday school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 
Inside: 3075 FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. For more 
info. and location, call 254-865-5908.
 CATHOLIC
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. 
(Spanish Mass), Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. and Wednesday through Friday at 7:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; 104 Cedar Ridge, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 

worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, 
Preacher; 310 West Brooks Drive, Evant; Sunday 
services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:20 
a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: 4605 St. 
Hwy. 36 South, Gatesville; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin 
Hall, minister; 2417 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., morning service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main, 
Gatesville; clases y servicios en Español, 10:00 
a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study, 10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Bible Study; Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-
3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: 6790 FM 183, 
Pearl; Sunday services - morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD
 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 
State School Road, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
morning worship 11 a.m. www.facebook.com/pages/
cornerstone/140632994733

LUTHERAN
 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. 
in Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST.  JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. 
Christopher Richman, PhD; 10801 FM 929, Gatesville, 
Coryell City; Sunday services - Morning worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114, The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 
Sunday services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles 
north of Ireland on FM 932.
 EVANT METHODIST CHURCH: 235 US-
281,Evant, Dennis Dutton, Pastor; Sunday morning 
worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF GATESVILLE: 
2600 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: 
Meal at 5:30 p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible 
Studies at 6:00 p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 6:30 p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org 
for more information.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Kent 
Berry, pastor; 109 College Street, Oglesby; Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:00 a.m.
 PIDCOKE METHODIST CHURCH: Bill Jones, 
Pastor; Hwy. 116 North, Pidcoke; Worship service 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON
 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
services -Sacrament services 10  a.m., Sun. School 
10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 

Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Eric 
Moffett, Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday Worship services  9am & 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday services 6pm; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry and C3 Student Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran 
Belknap III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 
FM 182, Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. 
Brandy Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. 407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, Gatesville.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 
11:00 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 
7 p.m. 2518 Bridge St., Gatesville, 254-392-9472.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 
10:30 a.m. & Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 
p.m. at Gateway Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road, 
Gatesville.
 GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US 
Hwy. 84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH: Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 
11th Street, Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning 
worship 11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries 
(Men, Women, children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a 
TDC and state approved 12-step recovery program 
meets Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune 
La Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 Block of East Main 
Street, Gatesville.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 
9:45 a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday 
services - 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study at 7:00 p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 
183, Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, 
pastor; 3412 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
service 11 a.m., Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy 
Skiles, pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship 
services - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm; www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-
1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN 
CHRIST: Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 514 N. 13th 
Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., weekly services, Wed. 
Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., Wed. night service, 
7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS AL HOGAR DE DIOS: Horario 
de servicios: Domingos a partir de las 2:00 p.m. 
Te esperamos! 6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville, Texas 
76528.

WESLEYAN
 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 3.5 
miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m., Bible 
study Sundays at 5 p.m. www.coryellvalleytexas.com. 

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL
 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: 
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday  Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service @9:45 a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty 
& Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.

THIS SPACE IS 

AVAILABLE.
Call 254-865-5212.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014

www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

The 18th century philosopher Immanuel Kant 

commented somewhat cynically on the in-

herent flaws in human nature: “Out of timber so 
crooked as that from which man is made nothing 

entirely straight can be built.” Perhaps this is 
why no human institution, whether social or political, can be without its flaws, and why 
corruption is so ingrained and hard to eliminate in human institutions. As individuals we 

are all inherently flawed, and this realization should make us more tolerant of the flaws of 
others. We are usually disposed to be tolerant of our own flaws and limitations because we 
understand where they come from—our disordered souls, our less than perfect upbring-

ings, and our baser instincts—but we don’t always extend this same tolerance to others, 
preferring to judge them harshly. We are all inherently imperfect beings and keeping this in 
mind should help us to treat others with kindness and understanding.   – Christopher Simon

Crooked

Timbers
“We all stumble in many ways. Anyone 

who is never at fault in what they say is 

perfect, able to keep their whole body 

in check.”

—James 3: 2 NIV
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CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD LUCK!CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD LUCK!

“Always putting you first”

Gatesville: 3411 E. Main | 254-865-2783

Evant: 115 S. Memory Ln. | 254-471-5531

Oglesby: 117 FM 1996 | 254-470-2261

ROGER
MILLER

Coryell County Judge

108 S. 6th St. • (254) 865-2615
www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

Randi

McFarlin
Coryell County Treasurer

2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Gatesville, TX • 254-865-6900

Medication Compounding Available

2513 S. State TX 36, Gatesville • 254-865-2417

Drive ThruDelivery Available

KYLE 

MATTHEWS
Coryell County 

Commissioner, Pct. 1

Ryan Basham
Coryell County 

Commissioner, Pct. 3

JUSTIN

CAROTHERS
Coryell County Tax Assessor/

Collector & Voter Registrar

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

GATESVILLE HORNET BASKETBALL

2023 BI-DISTRICT CHAMPIONS

Varsity defeated Georgetown Gateway Prep 62-47 in the 4A Bi-district playoffs.
GHS (28-7 overall), which tied a school record for most wins in a season, advanced to the area round and faced No. 3 Houston Washington.

That game was played Friday night in the Bryan/College Station area. Results were not available as of presstime.

MEETING THE TEAM:  watching 
the practice (from left) Marcy 
Rowen, Wanda Slade, Rachel 
Bundrant, Gale Ralston

Residents of RehabLiving at Coryell Health Meet the Hornets
The Gatesville High School 

varsity boys basketball team 
was recently visited by a 
group of ladies who reside 
at RehabLiving at the Mead-
ows. All of the visitors were 
former basketball players 
during their youth. One of 
which, Rachel Bundrant, age 
100, recalled playing basket-
ball on a dirt court with a net 
made by her mother.

The ladies truly enjoyed 
watching the team practice 
before their first playoff 
game, a bi-district contest in 
Temple against Georgetown 
Gateway College Preparatory 
School. According to Kami 
Williams, the activity direc-
tor at RehabLiving, “All the 
ladies played basketball in 
the past and they love their 
Gatesville Hornets.” The 
ladies in attendance were 
Marcy Rowen, Wanda Slade, 
Rachel Bundrant, and Gale 
Ralston. The ladies look for-
ward to following the future 
success of the team. As a 
token of good luck, they pre-
sented the team members 
with goodie bags.

COURTESY PHOTO

MEETING THE HORNETS: Pictured with the Gatesville Hornets Varsity Basketball team include the RehabLiving residents along with Activities Director, Kami Williams, GHS 
team manager Nick Patel, and coaches Brit Campbell and Ken Campbell.

PHOTO BY DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

PHOTO BY DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

PHOTO BY DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

SEND OFF: The Gatesville High School varsity basketball team was recently treated to a sendoff on their 
way to their bi-district playoff game in Temple. As the bus pulled onto Main Street, the street was lined 
in front of the Gatesville Elementary School with parents, friends, and students who were cheering the 
team. Many of the well-wishers held up signs and posters encouraging the players to do their best.
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001

Autos for Sale
 

2005 Lexus ES350, 190K 
miles, current engine has less 
than 100K. Blue with tan 
leather, good condition, runs 
good and everything works. 
$4,900. (903) 915-0459.

018

Pets
 

Free to good home: female 
English Bulldog/Bull Ter-
rier mix. All shots, good with 
kids. 8 months old, all white. 
Text only: 254-688-0508.

032

Miscellaneous
 

We buy junk cars with or 
without title! Contact 254-
721-6592. 00029903

 

FREE to anyone willing to pick 
up two lease campers needing 
work. Cabover used for stor-
age for years, 18’ goose neck, 
AC broken, vacant years. Left 
by former hunters. Near Star, 
Texas. Call 832-444-3817. 
00029918

037

Help Wanted
 

We are hiring 20 + Experi-
enced Commercial Roofers, 
Experienced Metal Framers 
and Immediately for full-time 
employment.  Experienced in 
multiple types of Commercial 
roofing systems. $500 HIR-
ING BONUS AFTER 1ST 
WEEK OF EMPLOYMENT! 
Email resumé to lfuller@
jroof.com. 00029814

COMMERCIAL ROOF-
ING PRODUCTION 

MANAGER
Supervise and train field fore-
men, helpers, and subcon-
tractors. Manage project pro-
cess from initial scheduling 
through to completion.
* Review all new project con-
tracts for accuracy.
* Create project work orders 
for field crews and order nec-
essary materials.
* Schedule and coordinate 
any specific project equip-
ment needed.
* Ensure each roof repair or 
installation meets standards 
work, safety, efficiency, and 
according to manufacturer’s 
specifications.
* Consistent and clear com-
munication with customers 
throughout project process.
* Ensure compliance with all 
company rules, policies, and 
procedures.
* Resolve complaints and 
project issues in a timely man-
ner.
* Review field timesheets and 
completed work orders for 
completion and accuracy
* Review and approve all in-
voices related to projects and 
production
* Review completed project 
files and turn in for final bill-
ing.
* Perform project close-out 
process.
* Additional tasks as assigned. 
Email resumé lfuller@jroof.
com. 00029815

EXPERIENCED 
ARCHITECTURAL 

SHEET METAL
 MECHANICS NEEDED

Come be a part of our TEAM 
and build your Career with 
our outstanding 80-year-old, 
well-established company!!!
* Must have at least 5 years 
of experience and must have 
experience in sheet metal fab-
rication.
* Must have valid driver’s 
license and clear driving re-
cord.
Email resumé lfuller@jroof.
com. 00029813

  

045

Services
 

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00029871

Central Texas Landscaping 
& Services, LLC: Mowing, 
Landscaping, Brush Clearing, 
Trash Clean Up, Pipe Fence 
Painting (Ospho), Road Instal-
lation. John Capella, 254-216-
3684. Licensed & Insured.

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029868

 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area.
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates
254-466-5128

00029869

 

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029870

  

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,
 Welding Projects

John Hunt, Owner, 
(254)248-2613

00029872

 

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029874

 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 
HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029875

 

060

Garage Sale
 

Multi-family Garage Sale Sat-
urday, Feb. 25, 8am-? 8765 
FM 2412 (Levita). 
00029921

 

Weekly Feature is ACCES-
SORIES! Tues, 02/28 - Sat, 
03/04. The Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main. 
Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. 
& Saturday, 9a.m.-3p.m. 
00029922

 

GATESVILLE PICKERS: 
Estate Sale at old Gatesville 
Printing building, 817 E. 
Main St., Fri.-Sat., 9am-4pm. 
Furniture, home decor, tools, 
lawn equipment, lots of ev-
erything. 
00029930

 

HUGE INSIDE MOVING 
SALE: Lots of furniture, 
clothing, electronics, house-
hold items, appliances, bi-
cycles, truck tires, seasonal 
decor, toys, and much more! 
Sat.-Sun. 7am-2pm. 123 Baird 
St., Oglesby. 
00029931

070

Land & Lots
 

$14.50
25 words or less, 1 issue
Additional Words.......................70¢ each
Bold Type..................................Add $1.00
Centered Type..........................Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

  Now offering 8-hour shifts for 

select positions

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

   with on the job training!

Nurse Aide for Texas

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift
*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   
Copperas Cove, and Hamilton

Infection Prevention:
• BSN-RN – FT; Preferable 

Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT

CCMA– FT
• Outpatient Admission Clerk –   
FT, Mon.-Fri., 8am-5pm

Mon.-Fri., 8am-5pm
• Registration Clerk (Float) –   
Must be willing to travel

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT

EMS:

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:

• RN – FT Nights 
*$10,000 BONUS

• RN – PRN all shifts

Health Information 
Management:

LAB:
• MLT – PRN

Material Management:  

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT   
Nights
*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA – FT All Shifts
*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 

• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• Housekeeper – FT

Patient Experience: 
•
8am-5pm

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

HAMILTON

HEALTHCARE

SYSTEM

Care Runs Deep in Rural Hamilton
400 North Brown Hamilton, TX 76531

www.hamiltonhospital.org

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services
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Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted



Country Living
2BR/2B
10 miles west of Gatesville on 
CR177
$1,175 per-month & $1,175 
security deposit
Subject to background & 
credit checks
Available Mid-March
Application required
Call: 214-683-3931 
00029911

099

Public Notices
 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
PROPOSALS

Sealed proposals addressed to 
City of Gatesville will be re-
ceived at Gatesville City Hall, 
110 N. 8th Street, Gatesville, 
TX until 3:00 PM, on March 
15, 2023 for the Regional 
Water Supply Clarifier No. 
2 (RE-BID). Proposals will 
be opened publicly and read 
aloud shortly thereafter on the 
same date at City of Gates-
ville City Hall. Copies of the 
proposal documents can be 
obtained electronically via 
CivCast (www.civcastusa.
com). For more information, 
contact Amy Jo Moreno at 
254-714-1402. 
00029912

 

NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
BIDS

DEMOLITION, CLEAR-
ING, AND CLEANING OF 

PROPERTY

The objective in issuing this 
Notice of Call for Bids is to 
solicit bids from qualified 
companies that have the ex-
perience and capability to ef-
fectively complete the demo-
lition project.
Coryell County is requesting 
proposals from interested and 
qualified performance con-
tractors for demolition, clear-
ing and cleaning of County 
buildings located at 410 E. 
Leon, 418 E. Leon, and 508 
E. Leon, Gatesville, Texas 
76528, as fully described in 
paragraph 11 of this Notice of 
Call for Bids.

BID START DATE: 
February 25, 2023
BID CLOSING DATE:  
March 13, 2023

CONTRACTOR SELEC-
TION: March 14, 2023, at 
Commissioners’ Court Ses-
sion

All qualified firms interested 
in providing bids for speci-
fied performance contract-
ing services should respond 
with a written proposal to the 
County. Final selection will  
be  made  in accordance with 
the policies and administra-
tive directive of the County 
and other statutory provisions. 
Responses must be received 
by noon on March 13, 2023, 
to Coryell  County, Office of 
the County Judge, 800A East 
Main Street, Gatesville, TX 
76528, after which time and 
date they will no longer be 
accepted. Late responses will 
be returned and will not be 
considered. Responses may 
be mailed or delivered in per-
son. Submit your “Intent to 
Bid” by mail or fax at (254) 
865- 2040 to Coryell County 
before noon, March 8, 2023, 
stating your intent to bid. 
The complete bid documents 
are available on the Cory-
ell County website at: www.
coryellcounty.org or in the 
Office of the County Judge. 
Telephone number is (254) 
865-5911, ext. 301.
00029927

 

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

2/1 brick home 560 W Hwy 84 Evant, TX, recently painted, updated shower, ga-
rage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated Subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
Good tree cover, good views, $129,500

10.01 Acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

10.01 Acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

10.01 acres Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision Lot No. 53. Langford 
Branch, Nice Home Site, scattered tree cover, native pasture $225,000

11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County, good tree cover, nice home site, the 
property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500

11.64 acres 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County, nice porch, large 
master bedroom and bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy 281 Frontage. 
$850,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County, Lot No. 21 Mulberry Creek, 
rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX PR 42107, Hamilton County, Lot 43 Phase 6 Rio Escon-
dido, rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.

25.06 acres Pottsville, TX Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision Lot 31, roll-
ing terrain, scattered tree cover, great views, $275,000

33.43 acres, near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage, rolling 
terrain, good views. $295,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well, $387,000

38 +/- acres, south of Pearl, TX, Coryell County, FM 183 frontage, rolling terrain 
and scattered tree cover, nice views and would make a great home site, Centrally 
located, about 20 minutes from Evant & Gatesville and about 45 minutes from Cop-
peras Cove-Killeen, Waco & Temple. $372,400

47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX, good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 3 
sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

50.24 Acres 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419 Evant, TX, rolling terrain, 40% being good 
tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000

52.73 Acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404 Hamilton, TX. 1 water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain,2 tanks, good fences, $875,000

68.9 Acres, 3/2.5 rock home 101 Mac Dr. Gatesville, Tx , approx. 2900 ft of Leon 
-

place, granite countertops, breakfast bar, garden tub, metal building approx. 45 ft x 
24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank ,approx. 48 acres of 
coastal. $1,275,000

82.43 acres west of Evant, TX, Mills County. Open pasture, scattered mesquite 
tree cover, native grasses, 1 stock tank & is fenced on 3 sides with approx. 1910 ft 
that needs to be fenced on the south side of the property. $560,524

88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, Electricity, 1 tank, 
seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch, barn, rain harvest system, $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

living room & carpet in 2 bedrooms, inground pool with slab that was pour for a future 
outdoor kitchen, 3 car attached carport with 12 ft. x 13 ft. storage building, a 60 ft. x 
66 ft. metal building with 24 ft. x 60 ft. lean-to, there is also approx. 900 sq. ft. that has 
been framed out for living quarters inside the main part of the building, good exterior 
& interior fencing, set of cattle pens near the center of the property, rolling terrain 
with scattered tree cover and great views. $2,150,000

074

Houses for Rent

SECTION 00 11 12

INVITATION TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS

The City of Gatesville (Owner) is requesting Competitive 
Sealed Proposals for the Regional Water Supply Clarifier No. 
2 Rehabilitation (RE-BID) (CDV21-0304) from, qualified 
contractors, to be received until 3:00 PM on March 15, 2023 
in its offices located at City of Gatesville City Hall, 110 N. 8th 
Street, Gatesville, Texas 76528. Sealed competitive proposals 
will be publicly opened and read aloud at shortly thereafter at 
same location.  Proposals are invited for furnishing all labor, 
equipment, and materials necessary for construction of the fol-
lowing:

RFP No. 2-01650 - City of Gatesville - Regional Water Supply 
Clarifier No. 2 Rehabilitation (RE-BID)

Regional Water Supply Clarifier No. 2 Rehabilitation consists 
of the rehabilitation of the existing clarifier mechanism and 
grout bed of Clarifier No. 2 by on site fabrication and recoat-
ing and will be awarded to proposal providing best value to 
Owner based on a number of factors including cost, experience 
of contract, and prior work performance.

Proposals must be submitted on forms provided in Proposal 
Documents and accompanied by a Proposal Security in the 
penal sum of not less than five percent (5%) of base proposal 
amount, payable without recourse to Owner.  Proposal Securi-
ty may be in either form of a cashier’s check or Offeror’s Bond 
from a security company approved to conduct business in State 
of Texas as a guarantee that offeror will enter into a contract 
and execute a 100% payment bond within fifteen (15) days 
after issuance of a notice of award to that Offeror.  Proposals 
not accompanied by such Security or received after designated 
proposal time will not be considered.  Refer to other proposal 
requirements described in Document 00 21 13 - Instructions 
to Offerors.

Copies of the bidding documents can be obtained electroni-
cally online from CivCast (www.civcastusa.com). All ques-
tions must be submitted in writing through CivCast’s Question 
and Answer feature. For more information, contact Amy Jo 
Moreno at (254) 690-1478 or amoreno@walkerpartners.com.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally 
determined prevailing (Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) wage 
rate, as issued by the Texas Department of Agriculture Office 
of Rural Affairs and contained in the contract documents, must 
be paid on this project. In addition, the successful bidder must 
ensure that employees and applicants for employment are not 
discriminated against because of race, color, religion, sex, sex-
ual identity, gender identity, or national origin. The City is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. The City strives to attain goals 
for compliance with Federal Section 3 regulations by increas-
ing opportunities for employment and contracting with Section 
3 residents and businesses where feasible. 

The (City of Gatesville) reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids or to waive any informalities in the bidding. 
Bids may be held by (City of Gatesville) for a period not to ex-
ceed 60 days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose 
of reviewing the bids and investigating the bidder’s qualifica-
tions prior to the contract award.
 
City of Gatesville
William Parry, City Manager 
(February 15, 2023) 

Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Proposals and to 
waive informalities and irregularities.  
00029917

 

NOTICE TO BID—
CORYELL COUNTY

Timeframe: March 14, 2023 - March 13, 2024

Coryell County is seeking bids for Crushed Rock

Contact the Road and Bridge Department, 254-865-5021 and 
visit the Coryell County website: www.co.coryell.tx.us for the 
bid sheets and any further information. The Commissioners’ 
Court has the right to accept or reject any or all bids.

Bids addressed to the Honorable County Judge and the Com-
missioners’ Court of Coryell County, Texas will be accepted 
in the office of the County Judge until 9:00 a.m. on March 10, 
2023. Mail, bring your bid or FAX to: 
Hon. County Judge Roger Miller
Coryell County Main Street Annex
800 E. Main Street, Suite A
Gatesville, Texas 76528
PH; 254-865-5911 ext. 301

FAX: 254-865-2040

Bid will be awarded at the Commissioners’ Courtroom on 
Tuesday, March 14th, 2023, 9:00 am in the Commissioners’ 
Courtroom, 801 E. Leon Street, Gatesville, Texas.
00029928
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REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS 
CITY OF OGLESBY

 
The City of Oglesby plans 
to apply for the upcoming 
2023/2024 TXCDGB from 
the Texas Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (TxCD-
BG) Program of the Texas 
Department of Agriculture 
(TDA).  Accordingly, the 
City of Oglesby is seeking to 
contract with a qualified Engi-
neering/Architectural/Survey-
ing Firm(s) (individual/firm) 
to prepare all preliminary and 
final design plans and speci-
fications, and to conduct all 
necessary interim and final in-
spections.  These services are 
being solicited to assist the 
City of Oglesby in its applica-
tion preparation and project 
implementation of a TxCD-
BG contract, if awarded, to 
support eligible activities in 
the City of Oglesby.  Please 
electronically submit your 
SOQs in .pdf format via email 
to jthompson@oglesby-texas.
com. SOQs must be received 
by the City of Oglesby no later 
than 2 pm on March 10, 2023, 
which must be at least ten (10) 
days after this publication and 
contact dates of the RFQ. The 
City of Oglesby reserves the 
right to negotiate with any 
and all individuals or firms 
that submit SOQs, as per the 
Texas Professional Services 
Procurement Act and the 
Uniform Grant and Contract 
Management Standards.  Sec-
tion 3 Residents and Business 
Concerns, Minority Business 
Enterprises, Small Business 
Enterprises and Women Busi-
ness Enterprises are encour-
aged to submit SOQs.  The 
City of Oglesby is an Affir-
mative Action/Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. Servicios de 
traducción están disponibles 
por peticion  
00029929
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YA-YA’s 
SHRIMP AND 
GRITS

BY ANNE RAMMINGER

Shrimp
2 T. Louisiana style Cajun 

seasoning   
1 ½ lbs. large shrimp, peeled 
and deveined

1 T. paprika  
   
 2 T. salted butter

1 T. dried Italian season-
ing   
 1 T. minced garlic

Freshly ground black pep-
per

Prepare shrimp: 
in a small bowl, 
combine Cajun sea-
soning, paprika, 
Italian seasoning, 
and a pinch of pep-
per. Add shrimp 
and toss until com-
bined. Set aside. 
Cook shrimp: Melt 
butter in a large 
skillet. Add garlic 
and cook approxi-
mately 30 seconds. 
Add shrimp and 
cook until opaque, 1 
½ minutes per side. 
Transfer shrimp to 
a medium bowl and 
set aside.

Grits
2.04 oz. chicken 

bullion cubes 
  1 
T. tomato paste

2 T. salted butter 
   
¾ c. heavy whipping 
cream

1 c. quick cooking 

white grits   
3 ½ oz. extra-sharp cheddar 
cheese, shredded

Prepare grits: Fill a me-
dium saucepan with 2 cups 
of water. Add bullion cubes 
and butter and bring to a 
boil. While whisking, gradu-
ally add grits. Cook, whisk-
ing often, about 5 minutes. 
Stir in tomato paste, cream, 
and cheese. Continue cook-
ing, whisking until creamy, 2 
to 3 more minutes. Set aside.

Sauce
3 T. all-purpose flour  

 1 tsp. Worcester-
shire sauce

1 c. low sodium chicken 
stock  ½ tsp. hot 
sauce

½ c. heavy cream
Prepare sauce: Stir flour 

into remaining butter in skil-
let that shrimp were cooked 
in. Cook, stirring occasionally 
until thickened and medium-
tan color, 5 to 10 minutes. 
Whish in chicken stock and 
cream. Let cook, whisking 
constantly 2 minutes. Whisk 
in Worcestershire sauce and 
hot sauce. Set aside. Heat a 
medium skillet over medium 
heat. Add ham and cook, 
turning once, until browned. 
Transfer ham to a cutting 
board and cut into ½ to ¼ 
inch pieces.

To serve, divide grits evenly 
among six plates. Top with 
shrimp and drizzle with 
sauce. Serve garnished with 
ham.

RECIPE

This recipe appeared in the “Methodist Best” cookbook in 2008. The Gatesville Messenger 
is running a series of recipes from that cookbook. If your church has a cookbook or if you 
would like to submit your own recipe of a favorite dish for possible publication, please email 
it to: editor@gatesvillemessenger.com



SATURDAY, Feb. 25, 2023   The Gatesville Messenger    A11
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

Conservative YOUR

VOICE IN WASHINGTON

CARTER.HOUSE.GOV

DISTRICT OFFICE:

2180 NORTH MAIN ST.

SUITE # I-10

BELTON, TX 76513

(254) 933-1392

Hornet softball’s hot 

start has team ranked

BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

Thanks to a 7-2 start to their season, the Gatesville Lady 
Hornets softball squad is ranked No. 18 among all Class 4A 
teams in the state in the latest poll released by the Texas 
Girls Coaches Association. 

Gatesville picked up its seventh win of the season on Feb. 
21 with a 13-9 victory over Clifton to snap a two-game losing 
streak. The Hornets began the season 6-0 but dropped their 
last two games of the Killeen ISD Tournament, to Leander 
Glenn and Harker Heights. 

In the Killeen Tournament, the Hornets’ offense was on 
full display as they collected 45 hits, stole 26 bases, and hit 
five home runs – three from Brilee Ford. GHS pitchers tallied 
34 strikeouts in seven games. 

The Lady Hornets began play in the Gatesville Varsity In-
vitational on Feb. 23 with games against Academy and El-
lison. On Feb. 24 they played Troy and Shoemaker before 
wrapping up the tournament with games against Moody and 
Valley Mills on Feb. 25.

GHS Sports Roundup
Girls Powerlifting: GHS has qualified 13 lifters for the up-

coming regional meet, which will be held March 3 at Dub-
lin High School. The Hornet qualifiers include: Zoey Arnold, 
Brookelynn Byrd, Lena Clawson, Lindsey Cummings, Emma 
Davidson, Kensley Eary, Kasey Fitzer, Vielka Gonzalez, Is-
abela Mondragon, Baylyn Roberts, Marin Segraves, Shaylie 
Teague, Paisley Wells.

Girls Soccer: Varsity defeated Academy 4-0.
Boys Soccer: Hornets defeated Academy 2-0.
Boys Golf: GHS shoots team score of 385, finishes 16th in 

30-team field at Hutto Invitational.

Registration underway for 
GHS summer sports camps

Gatesville High School will have a variety of summer sports 
camps which start May 30, and registration has begun. Cost 
for most of the camps will be $40.

The first camps of the summer will include:
* Football for grades 1-6 from 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. May 

30-June 1
* Girls basketball May 30-June 1 for grades 1-9 from 8:30 

a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
* Baseball from June 5-7, with sessions for grades 1-2 from 

8:30-10:30 a.m., grades 3-5 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
grades 6-9 from 1-3:30 p.m.

* Tennis from June 5-7 for grades 1-9 from 8-11 a.m.
* Softball from June 5-7, with sessions for grades 1-5 from 

8-10 a.m. and grades 6-9 from 10:30-12:30 p.m.
More details can be found at gatesvilleisd.revtrak.net.

GHS Tennis in Action

SE’VETTE EARLY| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gatesville’s Callie Smith stretches during her recent tennis match at the Waco Regional Tennis Center.

SE’VETTE EARLY| 
THE GATESVILLE MES-

SENGER

Gatesville senior 
Ty Warren was 
among the 
Hornet athletes 
competing re-
cently at the Waco 
Regional Tennis 
Center.
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Attention Subcontractors: Bid Opportunity!

Butler-Cohen has been awarded the

Coryell County Jail Expansion project in Gatesville, TX

If interested, please contact: estimating@butlercohen.com

Subcontractor Bid Solicitation: February 24th - March 17th

HYPER
LOCAL

Your

Hornets top Gators in playoffs, 62-47
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports correspondent

For the first time in 10 years, Gatesville 
will add a gold basketball to the trophy case. 

Behind 26 points from Tyler Shea, 14 
points from Banner Allman, and an inspired 
all-around performance from Rayshon 
Smith, the Hornets took down Georgetown 
Gateway Prep 62-47 in Temple on Tuesday 
for their first playoff win since February of 
2013. They will now move on to the area 
round to face Houston Washington, the 
state’s No. 3 ranked 4A team. 

“I am just so extremely proud of these 
guys and the fact that we are bi-district 
champs,” head coach Brit Campbell said.

The Hornets led for almost the entirety of 
the game but were not able to pull away un-
til the second half. 

A slow start found the Hornets down 
6-2 and 8-5 in the first quarter before they 
found their footing. Campbell noted that 
the environment may have contributed to 
the uneven start. 

“We were excited and the atmosphere was 
definitely elevated and we let that get us a 
little bit to speed up early on,” Campbell 
said. 

A putback from Shea cut the Gator lead 
to 8-7. Smith then ripped off seven straight 
points to give the Hornets a lead they would 
not surrender. The junior guard scored on 
a layup, drew a charge on Gateway’s Asher 
Eddins, converted a three-point play, then 
capped the run with another layup to make 
it 14-8. 

Banner Allman opened the game with a la-
yup but Smith and Shea scored the Hornets 
remaining 12 points of the quarter. 

“I thought those two stepped up and had a 
great game for sure. Tyler had a good inside 
presence on both ends, and I thought Ray-
shon was aggressive on offense,” Campbell 
said. “He also had some huge stops with the 
charges he took. Both guys had some plays 
that got us going and gave us some positive 
momentum.”

In the second quarter, the Gators cut the 
lead to 14-12 but 12-2 run – capped by la-
yups from Carter Williams and from Shea – 

gave Gatesville their biggest lead of the first 
half at 26-14. 

Six straight points from Gator guard 
Gavin Ndubisi made it 26-20 but a West All-
man three-pointer stopped the bleeding and 
pushed the lead back to 29-20. The Hornets 
led 31-24 at halftime. 

The second half began and essentially 
ended with punctuation marks from Shea. 
In between the Hornets fended off repeated 
Gateway comeback attempts with runs of 
their own thanks to timely defensive stops 
and buckets from five different players. 

The Hornets opened the second half with 
an alley-oop dunk from Trae Miller to Shea 
to stretch the lead to 33-24 but four points 
from Ndubisi and a three-pointer from Ed-
dins made it 33-31. 

Gatesville countered with six straight 
points from Banner Allman – the Hornets’ 
leading scorer this season. The senior guard 
scored on a three-point play then buried a 
corner three-pointer to quickly extend the 

lead back to eight at 39-31. Then, back-to-
back layups from Shea and Kase Cox pushed 
the lead to 43-31. 

Gateway cut the lead to single-digits when 
a three-pointer from Westin Hartness made 
it 48-39 but a steal by Shea and layup from 
West Allman made it 50-39 after three quar-
ters.

In the fourth, the Gators were able to get 
as close as nine points again when a three-
pointer from Eddins made it 56-47 but on 
their next possession, Miller drew a charge 
on Eddins. Gatesville countered with a layup 
from Banner Allman on the next possession 
to make it 58-47 and the Gators would not 
threaten again. 

The win was punctuated by a three-point 
play from Shea with 1:37 to play that em-
bodied the Hornets defensive efforts in the 
second half. The senior forward batted away 
an errant pass and dove for the loose ball. 
As Ndubisi attempted to make a save for the 
Gators, Shea snagged the ball, dunked, drew 

a foul, and sealed the Hornets’ victory.  
“In the second half we picked up the pres-

sure and that gave us some momentum and 
we also got out in transition well,” Campbell 
said. 

Shea led all scorers with 26 points while 
Banner Allman had 14 points. Shea passed 
the 1,000 point mark for his career in the 
first quarter and Allman needs 13 points 
in the area round game to set a new single-
season scoring record for the Hornets. The 
record of 656 was set in 2009 and Allman 
currently has 644 points on the season. 

The Hornets, ranked No. 23 in the most 
recent Max Preps rankings, faced Washing-
ton – No. 4 in the TABC rankings and No. 
5 in the Max Preps rankings – on Friday. A 
win would mean a trip to the regional quar-
terfinals for the first time since 2009 and 
a matchup against the winner of the area 
round game between Houston Yates and La 
Vega. 

Banner Allman Tyler Shea Rayshon Smith

Gatesville baseball opens season with run-rule rout of Jarrell
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

Bralen Veazey struck out 10 batters and 
Gatesville racked up nine hits as the Hor-
nets rolled to a five-inning 10-0 mercy-rule 
victory over Jarrell on Monday. 

After losing his sophomore pitching sea-
son due to injury, Veazey looked healthy 
against the Cougars. He walked two batters 
in the first inning and gave up back-to-back 
singles in the third inning, but was virtually 
untouched throughout the rest of his four 
innings of work.

Veazey struck out the side in the second 
and third innings and had two strikeouts in 
the first inning and the fourth inning. All 10 
of his strikeouts were swings and misses. 

“He looked good for his first outing. There 
were a ton of swing and misses so that is 
a good sign that he had pretty good stuff 
(on Monday),” GHS head coach Chase Smith 
said. “As good as he was last night he is only 
going to get better. It’s exciting having him 
back.”

The Gatesville offense put four runs on 
the scoreboard in the first inning but did 
it on just one hit. Kason Herbelin and Law-
son Mooney opened the game with walks 
and both advanced a base on a passed ball. 
A balk scored Herbelin to make it 1-0 and 
moved Mooney to third. He scored on a 
sacrifice fly from freshman Brady James to 
make it 2-0. 

Veazey and Mason Mooney then drew 
consecutive walks and Veazey later scored 
on a passed ball to make it 3-0. A line-drive 

double from Grant Erwin scored Mooney to 
make it 4-0 after the first inning.

Gatesville batted around in the second 
inning and added another six runs in the 
frame. The Hornets opened the inning with 
five consecutive hits.

Sean Aguilar and Herbelin both singled to 
start the inning and Aguilar later scored on 
an error to make it 5-0. Herbelin scored on 
a Lawson Mooney triple to make it 6-0 and 

James scored Mooney with a single to make 
it 7-0. 

Veazey singled again and Mason Mooney 
reached on an error to load the bases and 
James came in to score and make it 8-0 on a 
sacrifice fly from Justin Johnson. 

After John Ibarra singled to load the bas-
es once again, Aguilar singled to center to 
score Veazey and Mooney to make it 10-0. 

“We also were hitting the ball the opposite 

way pretty well and took what they gave us. 
I think our bats will keep getting better and 
our guys are slowly getting more aggres-
sive and comfortable taking the extra base 
and stealing third base at any given time 
which is going to make opposing pitchers 
pretty uncomfortable when we get people 
on base,” Smith said. 

Aguilar and James each had two hits and 
two RBI while Herbelin, Lawson Mooney, 
Veazey, Erwin, and Ibarra each had one hit. 
The Hornets drew five walks in the game 
with just one strikeout. 

Defensively, the Hornets made just one 
error in 17 total chances. Smith said that 
shutouts by both the varsity and junior var-
sity (6-0 winners) were the highlights of the 
night. 

“I liked that our JV and varsity didn’t give 
up any runs. That’s been a big emphasis for 
us focusing on pitching and defense. Our 
pitchers threw well and when you strike 
guys out it always helps the defense look 
better,” he said. 

Gatesville opened play in the Salado Tour-
nament on Feb. 23 against Killeen, then 
faced Troy and Gateway Prep on Feb. 24. 
They will wrap up the tournament with a re-
match against Jarrell on Feb. 25. 

Both Jarrell and Gateway Prep are mem-
bers of District 24-4A, whom the Hornets 
and their 23-4A counterparts will matchup 
with in the bi-district round of the playoffs. 

“It’s nice getting some games against Jar-
rell and Gateway who we could possibly 
match up with in the playoffs.”

Bralen Veazey Sean Aguilar


