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Military, community focus on partnership opportunities
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Soldiers stationed at North Fort Hood and 
Coryell County residents gathered Feb. 7 at 
The Feed Mill in Gatesville for the North Fort 
Hood Council to talk about upcoming events 
and opportunities for partnerships.

One upcoming event will be a Gatesville 
High School baseball game in March that will 
honor military personnel and first-respond-
ers.

“In the fall our football team has a mili-
tary appreciation night, and this spring the 
baseball team wants to have an appreciation 
night,” said Yancey Sanderson, executive di-
rector of testing and federal programs for 
the Gatesville Independent School District.

“We are planning this for March 21 and 
would like to have a military (dignitary) 
throw out the first pitch.”

Sanderson also asked North Fort Hood 
personnel to see if there is anyone who 
works there or possibly at Fort Hood who 
might fill a specific job for the district.

“We are in desperate need of a diesel me-
chanic, so if anyone does that and is retiring 

from the military, we would be interested in 
talking to them.”

***
One event the community and North Fort 

Hood worked together on that took place 
Feb. 10 is a military appreciation fish fry 
at the Gatesville Civic Center. About 500 
people were expected to attend the event, 
including up to 300 deploying troops.

The same weekend, North Fort Hood is 
hosting a Super Bowl party for soldiers, with 
many items being donated by the Gatesville 
community.

“This is an annual event at North Fort 
Hood, although we missed one year because 
of COVID,” said Diana Fincher, director of 
the North Fort Hood Ministry. “The commu-
nity has been supportive of this for 10 years.

“Our community is contributing a grill, 
and H-E-B is supplying donations of lots 
of sodas. Churches and the Gatesville Ex-
change Club are also part of this. This is a 
tradition and something our community 
strongly supports.” COURTESY PHOTO

The Gatesville community hosted a Military Appreciation Concert and Barbecue in April 2022 at North 
Fort Hood, and has planned a similar event for this June. 

Resident proposes pump track for Gatesville
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

When Lauren Morrell of Gatesville heard that a new city 
park is planned near the fitness center, one of the ideas that 
came to mind is the possibility of including a state-of-the-
art pump track for bicycles.

While many may not even have heard of a pump track, 
Morrell said including such a facility at the new Gatesville 
park would not only be beneficial to local residents, but 
could also serve as a feature attraction for visitors from 
outside the area.

“It’s something for your consideration,” Morrell told the 
Gatesville City Council during its Jan. 24 meeting. “The clos-
est ones in Texas are in the San Antonio area. A benefit is 
that people will come from different areas like Waco or Dal-
las for this type of feature. Something like this would actu-
ally bring a lot of people into the community. They are very 
rare but very popular. It goes well with a walking track.”

Morrell said her husband is a cycling enthusiast, so their 
family has made special trips to enjoy the amenities of 
pump tracks.

A pump track is defined as “a looped sequence of rollers 
and berms — swoopy, banked turns — for bike riders. It’s 
designed to maximize your momentum, so you can ride it 
with minimal pedaling,” according to bicycling.com.

The Parkitect website says this about pump tracks: “Be-
sides being an innovative play park amenity trending in 
more and more public spaces, a pump track is a track for 
wheeled sports equipment that, when ridden properly, does 
not require pedaling or pushing, but a ‘pumping’ action to 
maintain momentum.”

As for the cost, Morrell said, “They can be built for 
$250,000 and up. The one in Bentonville, Arkansas is 9,000 
square feet and cost $350,000.”

Because the suggestion by Morrell was part of the visitor’s 
forum, the Council took no action and had no discussion on 
the topic during the meeting.

A video showing the features of a pump track at Port An-
geles in Washington state, as well as other tracks, can be 
viewed online at sites including YouTube.

The first pump track was built in Boulder, Colo. in 2004 
by professional cyclist Steve Wentz. Paris, Texas is another 
location of a pump track within a four-hour drive of Gates-
ville.

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Being able to have access to the materi-
als needed — and also staying within the al-
lotted budget — is crucial for being able to 
maintain streets throughout the county.

With that in mind, the Coryell County 
Commissioners Court recently focused on 
issuing bids for paving aggregate and also 
for hauling and trucking of those materials 
to areas where they are needed.

One of the items added to the county’s 
contracts is a fuel price escalation scale. Be-

cause of fluctuating fuel prices, companies 
that bring materials to Coryell County may 
seek to increase the amount of compensa-
tion they receive to cover costs.

Justin Latham, director of the county’s 
road and bridge department, said while that 
is a fair and expected adjustment, he also 
wants to make sure the county is also not 
overpaying in those situations.

“We added a fuel surcharge sheet,” Latham 
said. “On the last Monday of the month, we 
look at whatever the fuel price is and that is 
set for the cost for the next month. We are 

trying to do this in anticipation of (contrac-
tor price increases). No one will hold at a 
yearly price.”

Addressing the possible price changes is 
something that helps protect the county, 
Latham said.

“This will avoid having a trucking compa-
ny setting a price of $8 (for a gallon of fuel) 
when the actual cost may be $4,” he said. 
“We will adjust the cost to cover anything 
over $4. So at 25 cents per mile, at 16 to 20 
miles, we would pay $100 per load.”

He said if fuel costs are set at $5 a gallon, 

the company hauling items for the county 
would have a percentage added to the base 
rate to cover the added cost.

“We are trying to make it equitable for 
them and for us,” Latham said.

Without the added stipulations, Commis-
sioner Keith Taylor noted that the county 
would lose money if the price of fuel de-
creases.

“And if it goes up, this would cover that,” 
said County Attorney Brandon Belt.

The commissioners court unanimously 
approved the measure.

County approves measures to address fuel cost changes

COURTESY PHOTO

Cycling enthusiasts enjoy the amenities of a pump track in northern Arkanasas. One local resident has asked the Gatesville City Council to 
consider building a pump track locally.
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***
Coryell County’s Ryan Basham and Doug 

Davidson, representing the Oglesby Lions 
Club, invited soldiers and community mem-
bers to attend the annual Oglesby Lions 
Club Rattlesnake Roundup Feb. 25-26 at the 
Oglesby Community Center.

Basham said four shows are scheduled 
for Saturday — at 10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m. and 
4 p.m., and three shows are scheduled for 
Sunday — at noon, 2 and 4 p.m.

The event will include live music, games, 
children’s train rides, fried catfish and rat-
tlesnake, and of course, the opportunity to 
see rattlesnakes.

“One guy will have a king cobra, snakes 
will burst balloons and one person will get 
in a sleeping bag full of snakes,” Davidson 
said. “There will be an opportunity to watch 
rattlesnake milking (of venom) or even to 
touch a snake.”

Weigh-in for the snakes will start at 7 a.m. 
Feb. 25, and as many as 1,200 snakes are 
expected to be at the event.

Cost is $5 to attend, although admission 
is free to children under 6 and also to mili-
tary personnel and their families.

***
Gatesville Exchange Club member and 

soldier Lauren Morrell talked about another 
event scheduled for later this year — the 
Gatesville Exchange Club Fire Ant Bicycle 
Tour scheduled for June 10.

“The cost to enroll is $35 through the end 
of March (with a price increase scheduled 
thereafter),” she said.

Fincher said the event is a popular one not 
only locally, but statewide.

“People come from all over the state to 
ride because it’s such a challenge with our 
different terrain,” she said. “Lance Arm-
strong (who won multiple Tour de France 

bicycle competitions) trained here.”
***

A new recreation center recently opened 
for soldiers at North Fort Hood. So far, more 
than 1,700 soldiers have used the facility. 
Donations are being sought for soundproof-
ing materials for the building.

***
On June 4, the North Fort Hood Ministry 

will have the North Fort Hood Military He-
roes Appreciation Concert and Barbecue. 

This is the third time for the event, which 
had previously been held in April.

Other events planned include:
* March 4: The Gatesville Chamber Foun-

dation Giveaway, which offers 200 people 
an opportunity to purchase raffle tickets to 
win $10,000.

* June 2-3: The Gatesville Chamber of 
Commerce Shivaree, which will include car-
nival rides, vendors and live music perfor-
mances.

* April 1: The Go Texan scholarship fund-
raiser at the Gatesville Civic Center to pro-
vide student scholarships. This is in part-
nership with the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo.

* July 4: Independence Day festivities to 
include a fireworks show

* Late July: The 86th Annual Gatesville 
Riding Club Rodeo.

GLADYS WHITENBURG| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Diana Fincher, center, greets two soldiers stationed at North Ford Hood during a military tailgate event before Military Appreciation Night at a Gatesville 
High School football game last fall.
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A better way to send your message

Belt Buckle Fundraiser

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Dr. Brit Clay, a local veterinarian and member of the Gatesville Lions Club, had the winning bid of $300 
for this belt buckle. Proceeds will benefit the Cody Stephens Foundation, which works to promote heart 
screening programs and to raise awareness of Sudden Cardiac Arrest.

Air Cav conducts aerial gunnery exercises
BY SGT. ALEX ROMEY
U.S. Army

The 1st Air Cavalry Bri-
gade “Air Cav,” 1st Cavalry 
Division are conducting 
aerial gunnery exercises to 
ensure they have proficient 
and well-trained aircrews 
throughout January and 
February at Fort Hood.

Aviation gunnery trains 
individuals, crews, and pi-
lots on aviation proficiency, 
resupplying and refueling 
aircraft while validating the 
operational readiness of the 
unit. The brigade has been 
conducting various day-and-
night tables to prove the ca-
pability of First Team troop-
ers.

“The 1st Air Cavalry Bri-
gade is conducting aerial 
gunnery operations to en-
sure that our pilots, crew 
members, and troopers are 
trained and disciplined in 
their profession,” said Capt. 
Alyena Colbrook, a UH-60 
Black Hawk pilot. “Conduct-
ing this training builds a 
cohesive team and strength-
ens unit readiness.”

Troopers from across the 
brigade including pilots, 
mechanics, fuelers, medics, 
and downed aircraft recov-
ery teams are perfecting 
their skills after recently 

returning from their deploy-
ments to Europe and the 
Middle East.

“Readiness is always at 
the top of our mind,” said 
1st Lt. Joshua Fernquist, AH-
64 Apache pilot and platoon 
leader for Bravo Company, 
1-227th Attack Battalion. 
“We just got back from Iraq, 
and we’re right back into the 
swing of it right now.”

The exercise included AH-
64 Apaches, UH-60 Black 
Hawks and CH-47 Chinooks 
performing various tables 
while being rearmed, re-

fueled, and repaired with 
ground crews located at the 
Forward Arming and Refuel-
ing Points in the Fort Hood 
training area.

“One of the reasons why 
I and all the other aviators 
are always studying is be-
cause we need to make sure 
that we are absolutely the 
most professional aviators 
that the military has to of-
fer anywhere in the world,” 
Fernquist said. “So we need 
to make sure that we have a 
great understanding of situ-
ational awareness.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Pilots from the 1st Air Cavalry Brigade demonstrate the aerial 
capabilities of an AH-64 Apache attack helicopter at Fort Hood.
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At 1854 Mercantile, we believe that supporting SMALL business 
makes a BIG impact in the community. We love the fact that most 
of our vendors are local, either to Gatesville or to the central Texas 
area, and every now and then, we would like to shine the spotlight 
on them. Brandi Miller is a vendor at the Mercantile that makes 
soaps, bath bombs and lotions, by the name of The Stressed Out 
Mom. She also has a line for men called, The Stressed Out Dad. 
She started with making melt and pour soaps as Christmas gifts 
for friends and family. She loves what she does because she gets 
to choose what goes into the items and knows that anyone can 
pronounce the ingredients. Brandi has taken the time to research 
the benefits of each oil and butter used in her products. Brandi, 
originally from Tennessee, is married to Matt Miller, a Gatesville 
native, and moved here in 2013. A mom to two girls, Emmalie, 6, 
and Isabella, 3, Brandi is a homebody who enjoys spending time 
with her family. Her advice to anyone looking to try something 
new is, “Life is no fun without a little risk, but be smart about it, 
do your research and then just DO it!” Come try her soaps and 
body butters out in person at 1854 Mercantile, because you never 
know, you just may find your new favorite thing!!

501-A E. Main St.
Gatesville, Texas

254-206-9515

1854 Vendor Spotlight

Valentine’s 
Shopping Event

SATURDAY, FEB. 11TH

10AM-4PM

Participating Vendors:

Cowgirls To Lace – Wine & Chocolate Fountain

Hinds Fine Jewelry – Adult Punch, Brownies, 

Cookies & Homemade Chocolates

1854 Mercantile – Spiked Hot Chocolate 

& Truffles

Vintage Royalty – Hot Chocolate & 

Chocolate Covered Strawberries

It makes me crazy to be in 
a situation where I am not 
sure if I can successfully 
drive someplace or can get 
back home without end-
ing up stranded in a ditch. 
Traveling by plane is even 
more problematic. Flights 
get canceled and it is easy 
to end up in a far away air-
port for an extended period 
waiting for the weather to 
break.

Hyde Media prints not 
only our newspapers, but 
newspapers for a variety of 
different entities. We print 
and transport newspapers 
from as far as Gainesville, 
Bowie, Evant, and Coman-
che. With employees un-
able to make it to work, and 
the roads being impassable 
to deliver, we were unable 
to get newspapers out the 
door and have them ar-
rive at their destination on 
schedule. Our newspaper’s 
e-edition was posted online 
as were social media posts 
explaining the problems 
we were experiencing over 
the weather. As the weath-
er broke at the end of the 
week, we worked through 
the weekend getting caught 
up and having papers deliv-
ered.

All these weather-related 
problems were almost too 
much for me. It was impos-
sible to create a concrete 
plan of action for work 
because of the inability to 
know with certainty what 
the weather was going to 
do, and the status of roads 
that would allow staff to get 
to work.

When I got up on Tues-
day morning I was deter-
mined to travel to the of-
fice and get something 
accomplished. I had parked 
my car out on the street to 
avoid issues with getting up 
my very downhill slanting 
driveway. Ice was defrost-
ed and scrapped from my 
windshield and I took off. 
It was pleasing to find I was 
able to negotiate the roads 
with little difficulty. I made 
the 15-minute trip to the 
office, stopped my car and 
started to enter the building 
when I realized I had left my 

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Icy winter weather creates a       
variety of unfortunate problems
SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and news-
paper executive. He is also an actor, author, play-
wright and entertainment producer/promoter.

W
e all know the weather last week 

caused upheaval in everyone’s 

life. I do not really dislike cold 

weather per se, but the part of 

winter I have always detested is when poor 

weather prevents travel. 

phone at home!
I will never be able to 

print the words I shouted 
out at my incompetence for 
not being sure I had every-
thing I needed when I left 
the house. I had no choice 
but to drive back home as 
I knew employees would 
be reaching out to me by 
phone seeking instructions. 
I turned the car around, 
drove home and started 
back to work. By now the 
sleet once again began to 
fall and the roads had de-
teriorated by 50% from the 
time of my first trip just a 
few minutes earlier. It was 
treacherous but I made it.

I got back to work and 
stayed there until midafter-
noon. All the staff had been 
sent home or had never at-
tempted to brave the roads. 
The weatherman indicated 
more sleet would fall start-
ing after lunch, so I decided 
to head home out of fear I 
would never be able to get 
there once the weather took 
another turn for the worse.

Driving home it seemed 
like everything in town was 
closed and there was very 
little traffic. Staying slow 
and steady, my car turned 
onto my street and I was 
thankful I had made it back 
without any issue. I had 
brought my laptop from the 
office so I could work from 
home if I was unable to 
get out the next day. Once 
parked, I gathered up my 
materials and started down 
the driveway. I took no 
more than two steps on the 
slanted driveway when my 
feet flew out from under-
neath me, and I fell on my 
backside and began a rather 
steady slide down the drive-
way toward the house. The 
items I was carrying flew ev-
erywhere as I began a slow 
descent on my backside. It 
was not pleasant.

The humiliation of the 
fall was overwhelming, 
and nearly matched by the 
pain I felt in my hip and 
lower back. It was a strate-
gic nightmare to get myself 
gathered to the point where 
I could stand on the ice, 
pick up my materials, and 

get in the house. The rest of 
the day my back reminded 
me of the travails of winter 
weather.

The bright spot of this 
silly weather situation was 
the way I saw people work-
ing together to overcome 
the problems the sleet and 
ice created. It seems ev-
eryone was accepting and 
understanding about the 
newspaper being late for 
delivery. Our staff was ex-
ceptional in helping every 
way they could to get us 
back on our normal produc-
tion schedule. In the com-
munity, neighbors helped 
neighbors and we all made 
out the best we could.

My wife is still giggling 
about seeing me slide down 
the driveway on my back-
side while the items I was 
carrying flew all over the 
place. I am sure it created 
an image lots of our readers 
would enjoy seeing.

I hope you made it 
through the weather in 
good shape.

Would somebody please 
explain to me how they pre-
fer the cold over the heat of 
summer?

Thought for the day: We 
should all take a lesson 
from the weather; it pays no 
attention to criticism.

Until next time I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260

Houston

The Oglesby Lions Club 
will be hosting the 53rd an-
nual Rattlesnake Roundup 
on Saturday, Feb. 25, and 
Sunday, Feb. 26. The Rattle-

ALEX MEELBUSCH | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

OGLESBY LIONS: Members of the Oglesby Lions Club including officers and directors.

Oglesby Lions Club to host 53rd annual 
Rattlesnake Roundup, Feb. 25-26

snake Roundup will include 
a snake show and vendor 
fair, which will take place 
at the Oglesby Community 
Center. 

General admission will be 
$5. Children under six years 
of age are free to enter. 
Oglesby Independent School 
District will provide break-
fast on Saturday and Sunday 
mornings from 7-10 a.m. 
Concessions will be taken 
care of by the Oglesby Vol-
unteer Fire Department and 
the Oglesby ISD. 

World famous snake han-
dler Jackie Bibby, known as 
“The Texas Snake Man,” will 
perform live demonstrations 
at 10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m., and 
4 p.m. Bibby has more than 
50 years of snake handling 
experience. Bibby is known 

for taking risks to break re-
cords. In 2006, Bibby held 
10 western diamondback 
rattlesnakes in his mouth 
for 12.5 seconds, setting the 
Guinness World Record in 
the “Most Live Rattlesnakes 
Held in Mouth” category. 

The Vendor Fair will be 
Saturday from 9:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Sunday from 11:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. There will also be 
live entertainment from “Ed 
Leonard & Friends” on Satur-
day from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. On 
Sunday, “Tell Runyan” will 
perform from 1-4 p.m. 

Snake registration will be 
on Saturday morning, Feb. 
25. Registration will open at 
7 a.m. with a fee of $5. There 
will be no professional snake 
hunters, and snakes will not 
be registered after 10 a.m. 

on Feb. 26. A Safety Pledge 
will need to be signed, and a 
correct hunter’s license will 
be required. 

A car/motorcycle show 
will take place on Feb. 25, 
and a community blood 
drive. 

For more information 
call 469-450-4973, or 
email oglesbyrattlesnaker-
oundup@gmail.com. Infor-
mation can be found online 
on Facebook at Oglesby 
Lions Club Rattlesnake 
Roundup.

Officers of the Oglesby 
Lions Club include: Cody 
Miller, president; Ryan Bash-
am, 1st vice president; Willie 
Smith, 2nd vice president; 
Nancy Kepple, secretary; 
and Ted Tatum, treasurer.

Grace Assembly Christian 
Church invites the commu-
nity to dine at the King’s 
Table today, Feb. 11. The 
meal will begin at 1 p.m. 
and will continue through 
3 p.m. There will be fellow-
ship, fun, song, and plenty 
of food. 

The King’s cooks will 
have baked ziti, salad, and 
garlic bread prepared for 
the meal. There will be a list 
of desserts from cheese-
cake to chocolate brown-
ies. Appreciation bags will 
be given out for the King’s 
guests. 

Dine at the King’s Table 
with Grace Assembly 
Christian Church

Grace Assembly Christian 
Church has a long, proud 
history of serving the peo-
ple of Gatesville. Through 
the dedication of leader-
ship, staff members, and 
volunteers, impact in wor-
ship are committed to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ 
and are here to spread his 
message. 

Grace Assembly Chris-
tian Church is located at 
1408 Waco Street in Gates-
ville. For further informa-
tion on this event call 254-
865-6949. 

District 8 of 4-H 
will be holding its 
2023 photography 
contest during the 
month of March. The 
Coryell County on-
line entry deadline 
will be March 2 at 
11:59 p.m. The con-
test will be open to 
all Coryell 4-H youth 
in grades K-12.

This is a great op-
portunity for the 
4-H youth to showcase their 
photography skills. No entry 
fee will be required. Winners 
at the county contest will 

advance to district.
The 4-H youth are encour-

aged to dig out those cam-
eras and go find the beauty 
in their surroundings. This 

year’s contest will open 
online March 6 and run 
through March 24. Please 
note that all photos en-
tered in the district con-
test must have first quali-
fied from their county 
contest. Students need 
to make sure they check 
with their CEA for their 
contest dates and dead-
lines.

All rules, guidelines 
and categories can be 

found by visiting:
https://agrilife.org/.../

events-and.../photography-
contest/

Coryell 4-H youth to participate in 
photography contest in March
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One More TimeOne More Time
If I had just one more time!

If I only knew this would be the last time!
Sometimes you’re not given one more time!

If I had one more time to tell you I love you!
If I had one more time to tell you I’m sorry!

If I had one more time to hold you!
If I had one more time to hug you!
If I had one more time to kiss you!

God does not promise us one more time!
Life is not promised to us for one more time!

So we must use our one more time wisely.
So tell those you love, “I love you!”

So tell those you have hurt that you are sorry.
So hug those that need comfort!
So kiss those you hold dearly!

Always remember there may not be one more time!
Always remember this might be the last time!

God promised you “eternal life,” not “one more time.”
Don’t waste your “one more time.”

In Loving memory of Boone Wilkinson
Your Father, Tim Wilkinson

ROBERT ALLEN
(BOB) VALENCA
Sept. 27, 1948 – Feb. 1, 2023

Robert Allen (Bob) Va-
lenca, age 74, of Gatesville, 
passed away Wednesday, 
February 1, 2023, at his resi-

OBITUARIES

dence. A graveside service 
with military honors will be 
Wednesday, February 22, at 
2 p.m. at Dallas Ft. Worth 
National Cemetery.  

 Bob was born on Septem-
ber 27, 1948, in Danbury, 
Connecticut to the late 
Manuel and Elizabeth (Otis) 
Valenca. He joined the U.S. 
Navy and served proudly 
for 35 years, until his retire-
ment in 1995. August 12, 
1968, he married Joy John-
son in San Diego, California. 
Bob was a lifelong member 
of the VFW as well as the 
American Foreign Legion. 

 He was preceded in death 
by his parents; sister, Bev-
erly; and grandchildren, 
Isaac Bueno and Cameron 
Valenca.

 Bob is survived by his 
wife, Joy; daughter, Kara Yo-

com and husband, Matt; son, 
Rob Valenca and wife, Don-
na; siblings, Ken, Manny, 
Al, Carol, Betty, Tony, Rick, 
and Keith; grandchildren, 
Bethany Hurtado and hus-
band, Donovan, Christopher 
Bueno, Jr. and wife, Jennifer, 
Kaitlyn Yocom, Hannah Bue-
no, Matthew Yocom, Aaron 
Yocom, Shelbi Valenca, and 
Devon Valenca; and great 
grandchild, Laura Hurtado. 

 In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to the American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention, 
www.afsp.org.

Our Lady of Lourdes Cath-
olic Church in Gatesville 
will be celebrating its 75th 
anniversary as a church on 
Feb. 12, 2023.  Bishop Joe 
S. Vasquez, the Bishop of 
the Diocese of Austin, will 
come and celebrate Mass at 
Our Lady of Lourdes at 1108 
West Main St. in Gatesville 
with the parishioners and 
anyone who would like to 
attend. The Mass is sched-
uled to begin at 10 a.m.

Following the Mass, there 
will be a celebration at 1 
p.m. at the Gatesville Civic 
Center with a meal, enter-
tainment, social time, chil-

dren’s games, a talent show, 
and Loteria (Spanish BINGO) 
will begin at 2 p.m. There 
will also be an Our Lady of 
Lourdes History Book and 
Directory available for $35 
per copy.  

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish was established in 
1943 as a mission church 
under St. Mary’s in Lampa-
sas. It was the first Catholic 
Church in Coryell County.  
Five years later, Bishop 
Reicher designated Our 
Lady of Lourdes a separate 
parish with the responsi-
bility of ministering to the 
Catholics at the State School 

Our Lady of Lourdes to celebrate 
75th anniversary, Feb. 12

for Boys in Gatesville. The 
parish also served the many 
Catholics in the military 
who were stationed at Fort 
Hood during World War II.  

The church would like to 
invite the public to the cel-
ebration. Those who want 
to attend the meal are en-
couraged to purchase meal 
tickets ahead of time at 
the cost of $5 each so that 
a head count can be taken. 
Tickets may be purchased 
after Sunday Masses, or you 
may call the church office at 
254-865-6710 for more in-
formation.

COURTESY PHOTO

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church located at 1108 West Main Street in Gatesville.

“The history of barn quilts 
came about some years ago 
when barns in Kentucky and 
Ohio and different areas 
were coming into disrepair 
and residents wanted to 
brighten up their communi-
ties,” said Patti Wolf, who 
ranches near Ivanhoe north 
of Bonham.  She created a 
barn quilt trail that winds 
through Fannin County.

“At any given time, we 
have 150 to 170 squares,” 
Patti said.  “It fluctuates 
because people are moving 
out or in and some are being 
repaired.  It takes two days 
to see all of them.  We pro-
vide maps.”

Most of the quilt paintings 
are four feet by four feet 
square, but some are eight 
feet by eight feet.  

“We have a few two feet 
by two feet, but I didn’t go 
that direction because I 
wanted people to be able to 
see these from the road and 
enjoy looking at them.”  

Some are painted directly 
on the buildings.  Others are 

painted on wood or metal 
and screwed onto the struc-
tures.  

“It’s outdoor paint of 
course.  We have a huge 
tourist attraction here and 
have people come here 
from all over the United 
States and Canada.  We’ve 
even had some from Italy.  
My goal was basically to cel-
ebrate this community and 
its residents.”

She says it’s easy to paint 
a quilt square.

“It’s all geometric.  Get 
out your ruler and a pen-
cil; draw your pattern on a 
board or something.  It’s all 
between lines and stuff.  If 
you can color, you can paint 
a quilt square.  It’s great 
fun.  We have several on our 
place and people are always 
driving by and looking at 
them.”

It’s also a great project for 
kids and family members to 
work together.

“Home schoolers can 
make them.  At our high 
school in Bonham the geog-

raphy teacher had his stu-
dents paint a quilt square.  
It’s good for the kids be-
cause it’s numbers and mea-
suring stuff.  It goes up on 
their agriculture barn.” 

Some people looking for 
ideas about quilt design 
turn to Google or other so-
cial sites.  In earlier times 
the Kansas City Star news-
paper put a quilt design in 
every edition published.  
Many early quilters relied 
on the paper for patterns.

“O my gosh, there’s so 
many quilt patterns out 
there.  Everybody has a quilt 
that grandma made and it’s 
a wonderful way to make 
her memory last a long 
time.”

The trail is 12 years old 
and is called The Fannin 
County Quilt Barn Trail, The 
Largest Barn Quilt Trail in 
The state of Texas.

20 YEARS AGO 
(2003)

Carly McClellan of Gates-
ville was among the De-
cember graduates at Sam 
Houston State University. 
McClellan was awarded a 
bachelor of arts degree in 
journalism/public relations.

Homer and Jean Davis of 
Gatesville were pictured in 
The Gatesville Messenger 
being each other’s Valentine 
for 55 years and counting. 
The couple said that living 
by Biblical principles had 
been the key for their lon-
gevity as a couple.

Long-time Gatesville 
teacher Gerald Poe was 
named the February Edu-
cators Credit Union Stu-
dent Choice Award winner. 
He was nominated for the 
award by Evelyn Duran and 
Amanda Cheshire. Gerald 
had worked for the Gates-
ville school district for 40 
years.

Gatesville residents Ste-
ven Dossman, a history 
major, and Graig Keeton, a 
multidisciplinary studies 
major, were named to the 
Dean’s List at McMurry Uni-
versity in Abilene.

Gatesville Mayor Daren 
Moore proclaimed the week 
of Feb. 3-7 as “Energy Week” 
and urged local citizens to 
join with the Gatesville High 
School Student Council in 
observing the week. The stu-
dent council was promoting 
energy conservation.

Mark Staton, who spent 
five years at the local Ford 
store, had been named a 
service advisor at the lo-
cal car dealership Coleman 
Autoplex. Staton was avail-
able for automotive service 
needs.

30 YEARS AGO
 (1993)

Coryell County 4-H Club 
member Coy Chambers was 
among eight calf scramble 
winners during a Jan. 30 
performance of the South-
western Exposition and 
Livestock Show. Chambers 
was presented with  $500 
for successfully catching, 
haltering, and leading a calf 
to the scramble judges.

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie 
Moore of Mound were an-
nouncing the engagement 
and approaching marriage 
of their daughter, Nicole, to 
Nathan Gohlke, son of Mr. 
&and Mrs. Robert Gohlke of 

Jonesboro.
Ron Chambers, park man-

ager at Raby Park, reported 
that flowers were already 
starting to bloom at both 
Raby Park and Faunt Le Roy 
parks. Chambers said that 
some flowers had started 
to bloom in January, which 
was very unusual for the 
time.

Kenney and Sadie Shel-
burne were about to cel-
ebrate their 49th wedding 
anniversary. Kenney Shel-
burne and the former Sadie 
Mae Betros were married on 
Feb. 14, 1943, at Columbus 
Avenue Baptist Church in 
Waco.

Gatesville Hornet Jeb Wa-
ters, who was a senior at 
Gatesville High School, was 
participating in a tennis 
tournament against Troy 
High School. Waters quali-
fied to participate in the re-
gional tournament the prior 
year.

The Gatesville VFW was 
hosting a dance with music 
by “Country Attractions” 
with Billy Spencer playing 
the fiddle. 

40 YEARS AGO
(1983)

Three Gatesville Junior 
High School choir members, 
Clay Hunt, Lori Branham, 
and Todd Jones, were placed 
on the All-Region Choir in 
competition at Killeen High 
School. The choir director 
was Diana Fincher.

Larry McDonald was one 
of 145 justices of the peace 
attending a Texas Justice of 
the Peace Training Center 
seminar held in Huntsville. 
McDonald was the justice of 
the peace for Coryell Coun-
ty’s Precinct 3.

Harel Montgomery as-
sumed duties as the new 
manager of Barnes Lumber 
Inc. in Gatesville, succeed-
ing H.W. (Man) Kellogg. 
Montgomery’s appointment 
was announced by Clayton 
Ray, who was the general 
manager of the Barnes cor-
poration.

The First Baptist Church 
in Flat was to be torn down 
making way for a new 
$90,000 church facility. The 
old church was built in the 
1940s. Church pastor Da-
vid Johnston said the new 
church would be slightly 
larger than the old one.

Sports Afield, a nationally 
circulated outdoor maga-

zine, had announced the ap-
pointment of Gary’s Marine 
in Gatesville as an Official 
State Fishing Awards Sta-
tion.

Harel Montgomery was 
voted into the Gatesville 
Lions Club, becoming the 
320th member brought into 
the local club by R.M. Ar-
nold over a period of more 
than 30 years. Arnold was 
one of the top-ranking Lions 
in Lions International in se-
curing new members.

50 YEARS AGO
(1973)

Steve Davis, a popular 
Gatesville High School stu-
dent-athlete, was picked 
by the Gatesville Hornette 
squad as the school’s bas-
ketball “beau” for 1973. 
Davis was listed as the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur T. 
Davis.

Mr. and Mrs. Hill Mar-
tin were being honored on 
their golden wedding anni-
versary. Hill Martin and the 
former Vera Craddock were 
married on Valentine’s Day 
in 1923 in Gatesville. Both 
were born and raised in Co-
ryell County.

Roger H. Miller was hon-
ored by Gulf Oil Corpora-
tion officials. Miller was cit-
ed for the 49 years he was 
associated with Gulf. He was 
awarded a plaque at an ap-
preciation luncheon at the 
Chateau Ville restaurant.

The Stingettes, members 
of Gatesville High School’s 
colorful precision drill team, 
had chosen Diane Tatum 
and Debbie Magee as their 
leaders for 1973-74.  Diane 
was listed as the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wade Tatum 
while Debbie was listed as 
being the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Maurice Magee.

Joy Lavern Barton, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Barton of Gatesville, was a 
candidate for a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism from 
the University of Texas 
School of Communication 
in Austin. She was a 1968 
graduate of Gatesville High 
School.

A trio of Gatesville High 
School drill team leaders — 
Diane Tatum, Pam Richards, 
and Mary Jo Crow — had 
won a top Division 1 rating 
in the East Texas State Uni-
versity Blue and Gold Drill 
Team Contest held at Com-
merce.

Whatever happened to….

Barn quilts are big in northeast 
Texas
TUMBLEWEED SMITH 
Tumbleweed Smithof Big Spring, is a newspaper col-
umnist and producer of The Sound of Texas radio 
series.

I
f you’re anywhere near Bonham, the county 

seat of Fannin County, you see a lot of quilt 

patterns painted on barns and other build-

ings.  The paintings represent one square of 

a quilt.

TUMBLEWEED SMITH
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Gatesville Junior High 
School’s class of 2027 is 
holding a T-shirt fundraiser. 
All T-shirts must be pre-or-
dered by Wednesday, Feb. 15, 
at a cost of $25 each. 

All proceeds will directly 
benefit the class of 2027 as 
it prepares to host the 8th 
Grade Gala. The gala will 

The couple were mar-
ried at the Antioch Bap-
tist Church in New Hope, 
Tennessee. Following their 
wedding ceremony, the 
newlyweds started out for 
their honeymoon in the 
Great Smoky Mountains of 
Tennessee. Along the way, 
they stopped to eat at a 
McDonald’s, where Ed or-
dered a Quarter Pounder 
with cheese, fries, and a Dr 
Pepper. Eileen ordered a 
Big Mac, fries, and a choco-
late shake. Little did they 
realize that this would be-
come an anniversary tradi-
tion that would continue 
for years to come.

Later in their marriage, 
even when they were apart 
from each other when Ed 
had to make business trips, 
on their anniversary Ed 
would find a McDonald’s 
to eat at, ordering the same 
meal, and Eileen would do 
the same back home. Even 
though they were some-
times apart, they chose to 
carry on their tradition.

Upon hearing their story, 
the manager at a local Mc-
Donald’s where they were 
living in Bay City, treated 
the couple to a free meal. 
The couple resided in Bay 
City for 23 years before 
moving to Gatesville three 
years ago to be near their 
two daughters and two 

NOVEMBER 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Director of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaison:

Susie Meelbusch 254-383-2307

We accept all insurances, Medicare and Medicaid

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass 254-865-7575 

Gatesville, TX 76528 www.hillsideml.com

SHORT TERM AND LONG TERM CARE

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

Lorri is our Business Office 
Manager and she goes above 
and beyond for our residents 
and their families on a daily 

basis. She steps up when 
needed and does so in a very 

professional manner.

Department Head of the Month:

Lorri McDaniel

Employee of the Month:

Brenda Rupe

Brenda is in Housekeeping
and always stops whatever 

she is doing to help our 
residents. She works 

extremely hard and pays 
attention to all details 

while cleaning.

Congratulations and thank you 
both for all you do! 
We appreciate you! 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Ed and Eileen Stacy pose with their “McDonald’s hamburger” cake they were surprised with at the Gatesville Senior Center. 

grandchildren.
They began to visit the 

Gatesville Senior Center 
for meals and activities 
that the center offers. The 
director of the center, Pam 
Rudolph, and Camilla Edge, 
the nutrition supervisor, 
heard the story of the Sta-
cys’ tradition and decided 
to do something special 
for them at the Senior Cen-
ter. They contacted Grace 
Hudson at the H-E-B bak-
ery, and she created a cake 
in the exact image of a Big 
Mac, fries, and a shake to 
surprise the couple.

Due to the recent ice 
storm, the surprise came 
a few days late after their 
actual anniversary. The 
couple were very surprised 
by the cake and the recog-
nition of their annual an-
niversary tradition. They 
were also approached by 
the manager at the Gates-
ville McDonald’s who of-
fered them a free meal in 
honor of their anniversary.

Reflecting on their wed-
ding and marriage, Eileen 
Stacy said “God didn’t give 
me the man of my dreams, 
but gave me the man of my 
needs.” In two years, the 
couple will celebrate their 
50th anniversary — and 
chances are, it will be at the 
Gatesville McDonald’s.

A McDonald’s       
anniversary…

O
n Feb. 1, 1975, a tradition that would 

last for 48 years began following the 

marriage of Gatesville couple Ed and 

Eileen Stacy.

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

A closer look at the  “McDon-
ald’s hamburger” cake pre-
sented to the Stacys at the  
Gatesville Senior Center.  The 
couple were surprised with 
the cake by center director 
Pam Rudolph and nutrition 
supervisor Camilla Edge after 
learning the Stacys celebrate 
their anniversaries with a meal 
from McDonalds. The cake was 
complete with an order of fries 
and a shake.

Gatesville Junior High Class of 
2027 to hold T-shirt fundraiser

be on Friday, May 5 at the 
Gatesville Civic Center. 

The T-shirts can be pre-or-
dered by picking up a form 
at the junior high and return-
ing it with the payment, or by 
going to the website https://
checkout.square.site/buy/
NKHECXZBGDM64LVFO-
Q7BDHAF. The T-shirts will 

be delivered to students at 
school in early March. 

Gatesville Junior High is  
at 307 S. Lovers Ln. in Gates-
ville. For more information 
about the fundraiser visit 
GHS.Hornets2027@gmail.
com or call 254-223-1224.

Girl Scout Cookies con-
tinue to be available for 
purchase in Gatesville. Local 
Girl Scout Mackenzie Stacher 
sets up her tent for business 
at Walmart every weekend 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Stacher 
sold 4,068 boxes of cookies 
last year. Her goal this year 
is to sell 5,000.

Currently in 10th grade, 
Stacher has been named a 

Cookie sales continue until Feb. 26
“senior” in the Girl Scouts. 
Next year, she will become 
an “ambassador.” She said 
that she has learned so much 
from being in the organiza-
tion for the past seven years. 
“Being a Girl Scout has been 
a very good experience for 
me,” she said. 

By selling cookies, working 
at concession stands at Bay-
lor, and by selling fall prod-

ucts (nuts, candy, and trail 
mix), Girl Scout participants 
can raise enough money on 
their own to help sponsor 
learning involved trips. Last 
year, area Scouts visited Ha-
waii, including a trip to Pearl 
Harbor. In 2023, participants 
will go on a cruise followed 
by a trip to Japan in 2024 
and a trip to Paris, France in 
2025.

The Morris Federation will 
hold its next meeting today, 
Feb. 11, at 10:15 a.m., in the 
James Coryell Room at the 
Coryell Museum and Histori-
cal Center.

The program will be titled 

Morris Federation to meet today
“Off the Beaten Path.” It will 
be presented by Dona Galla-
gher, based on her personal 
experiences and interest-
ing observations from some 
of her many travels. Morris 
Federation members are en-

couraged to attend and may 
bring guests.

The Coryell Museum is lo-
cated at 718 E. Main Street 
in Gatesville.

The Coryell County Youth 
Livestock Judging Team will 
hold a bake sale today, Feb. 
11. The team qualified to 
compete at the 2023 Royal 
Highland International Live-
stock Judging Contest in 
Scotland. Make sure to stop 

Coryell County Youth Livestock Judging 
Team to hold bake sale today

by the bake sale to support 
our Coryell County Livestock 
Judging Team so they can 
make their way to Scotland 
this year. 

The bake sale will be held 
at Vintage Royalty and will 
begin at 10 a.m. There will 

be plenty of goodies includ-
ing lemon bars, pecan toffee 
bars, and fudge. Pre orders 
are available by contacting 
254-223-3502. 

For further information 
about the bake sale call 254-
223-3888.
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The DISPATCH

OLG Seeks Dynamic Leader!
Established in 1996, in Port Lavaca, Texas, 
Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic School, with a 
current enrollment of 105 students, in grades 
PK-8, is actively seeking a dynamic 

principal leader for the 2023-2024 school 

term.  OLG is fully accredited.  
For more details and requirements, visit: 
www.victoriadiocese.org/employment-opportunities

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

To Place An Order Call

1-800-643-8439

FISH DAY
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND!!!

Delivery Will Be:
 

Wed., Feb. 22
WACO

2:00pm-2:45pm at
Brazos Feed & Supply

GATESVILLE
4:00pm-4:45pm at

Coryell Feed & Supply

Thurs., Feb. 23
COPPERAS COVE
7:30am-8:15am at
D&D Feed Store

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

www.fishwagon.com

FISH WAGON

MOORES SERVICE CENTER

HIGHWAY 84 EAST

STAR, TEXAS

325-948-3595

www.mooresservicecenterlcom

• Simple maintenance

• Easy-to-use controls

• Easily switch out attachments

• Gear or HST transmission

Call today to schedule a demo of the versatile, easy-to-operate 
B Series tractor. From the tractor lineup rated #1 in durability and 
owner experience in the U.S.*

- Grayscale Print Ad, Small (4” wide x 5.5” high)
- No additional headline or image options are available.
- Space is limited, confirm all your updates appear by clicking the 
Refresh Preview button.

Once complete, click Finish button. 
***Download format must be DOWNLOAD PDF for the correct file 
type to submit to your print vendor or publication.***

Handle every chore 
on a tractor that’s 
easy to handle.

B Series       20.9-24.3 HP

KubotaUSA.com
*Award based on 2021 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Tractor Study.  

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2023. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims 
all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. 
For complete warranty, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local dealer or go 
to KubotaUSA.com.

Centex Crime Stoppers 
can use your help in solving 
a case of theft of copper un-
der $30,000.

 Between Dec. 31, 2022, 
and Feb. 7, 2023, an un-
known person(s) forced 
entry to a building in the 
500 block of E. Main St.  
Suspect(s) stole several 
lengths of copper wire from 
throughout the building as 
well as a detachable busi-

CITY OF GATESVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Feb. 6

12:11 a.m., a noise distur-
bance was reported in the 
2500 block of E. Main Street.

1:37 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 400 block of 
N. State Hwy. 36 Bypass.

2:21 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 700 block of 
N. State Hwy. 36 Bypass.

2:51 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

6:06 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
600 block of Golf Course 
Road.

8:19 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1200 block of 
E. Main Street.
Feb. 7

6:22 a.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 3400 block of 
Royal Drive.

2:04 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1200 block 
of E. Main Street.

4:25 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2000 block of 
Waco Street.

5:45 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
500 block of E. Main Street.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of February 6 – 8.  While there 
were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emer-
gency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the 
Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

5:48 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 
4400 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.

5:59 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1600 block of 
Golf Course Road.
Feb. 8

10:20 a.m., an accident 
was reported in the 12000 
block of E. Hwy. 84.

1:02 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
200 block of Old Waco Road.

3:33 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 8000 
block of S. Hwy. 36.

3:28 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
100 block of Valley Circle.

8:58 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
900 block of Bridge Street.

9:10 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
1000 block of E. Leon Street.

CORYELL COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Feb. 6

12:19 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 200 
block of Tippit Lane.

12:21 p.m., a missing per-
son was reported on Hwy. 
84.

6:05 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 300 
block of FM 107.

6:41 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
4900 block of CR 107.

9:47 p.m., a major acci-
dent was reported on FM 
116 at Courtney Lane.

10:01 p.m., shots being 
fired was reported on Lu-
theran Church Road.
Feb. 7

6:27 a.m., a threat was 
reported at the Gatesville 
High School.

12:00 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 

Mulberry Avenue.
1:15 p.m., a major acci-

dent was reported in the 
3700 block of W. Hwy. 84.

2:19 p.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
116 at Courtney Road.

3:01 p.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 200 
block of Cedar Mountain 
Road.

6:35 p.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 1500 block 
of Quail Creek Drive.
Feb. 8

5:20 a.m., an electric pole 
was reported down in the 
100 block of CR 303.

9:08 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
500 block of E. Leon Street.

10:19 a.m., a major ac-
cident was reported on N. 
Hwy. 36 at Hay Valley Road.

3:50 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 500 block of 
CR 232.

4:15 p.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 900 
block of Chicktown Road.

6:43 p.m., a runaway was 
reported in the 1400 block 
of Dunkin Road.

CENTEX CRIME STOPPERS

Suspect sought in theft 
of copper in building

ness sign, which had been 
attached to an exterior wall. 
No suspect description is 
available. 

If you have any informa-
tion about any case or any 
local crime, call Centex 
Crime Stoppers 24 hours 
a day at 1-254-865-8477 
(TIPS) or visit our website 
at www.Centexcrimestop-
pers.org or by downloading 
the “P3” mobile app avail-
able on both the Apple app 
store and Google Play Store. 
You never have to give your 
name, and if your informa-
tion leads to an arrest, you 
may be eligible for a cash 
reward.

Crime Stoppers, citizens, 
police, and the news media 
working together can make 
our community a safer 
place to live. Together we 
can make a difference.

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Call 1-866-747-9983

for a free consultation.

FREEDOM.

TO BE YOU.

MKT-P0240

The annual Valentine Auc-
tion benefiting “His Kids” 
ministries will be held on 
Sunday, February 12, at the 
Pearl Church of Christ fol-
lowing the morning worship 
service held at 10:30 a.m. 

Items for the silent auc-
tion will be set out in the 
dining room and the kids’ 

Cowgirls To Lace invites 
the community to a wine 
and chocolate fountain 
shopping event today, Feb. 
11. The event will last from 
10 a.m. through 4 p.m. 

Other participating ven-
dors will include the 1854 
Mercantile, which will be 
serving spiked hot choco-
late, fudge, and truffles. 
Hinds Fine Jewelry will 
have adult punch, brown-
ies, cookies, and homemade 
chocolates. For each jewelry 

The Gatesville Country 
Music Hall of Fame is proud 
to announce that The Jacob 
Austin Band will be per-
forming on the Gatesville 
City Auditorium stage on 
Friday, Feb. 17, starting at 7 
p.m. Admission will be free. 

Jacob Austin has been 
singing since age 3. He be-
came an active member of 
Brazos Valley TROUPE in 
the Bryan-College Station 
area and began perform-
ing in public at the age of 
10. Soon the director of 
TROUPE began to give him 
solos in various produc-
tions. As he got older, Aus-

tin began to discover that he 
enjoyed singing and vocal-
ized his desire to take voice 
lessons.

From singing karaoke style 
as a member of TROUPE, Ja-
cob branched into live mu-
sicm forming a duet with his 
father, David (who was in a 
band back in the “old” days). 
David plays the 12- and six-
string rhythm guitars and is 
learning the resonator gui-
tar. One thing led to another, 
and the duo began to sing at 
Jamborees, opry’s, church-
es, and jubilees around 
Texas. Austin began play-
ing the mandolin, mountain 

dulcimer, guitar, and the 
harmonica (all self-taught) 
to add more texture to the 
sound. During the summer 
of 2006 they recruited his 
Mom to join them play-
ing the autoharp, adding 
another dash of bluegrass 
flavor to the band’s already 
unique sound.

Currently, The Jacob Aus-
tin Band continues to play 
all over the United States. 
They love to play traditional 
country, ballads, spiritual/
traditional gospel music, 
oldies, and show tunes as 
well as some of their origi-
nal material.

Jacob Austin has written 
several original songs and 
has co-written others with 
his father and mother on all 
their albums — Fresh Hay 
in 2008, Renewed in 2012 
, Jacob Austin Band Origi-
nal Selections (digital only), 
in 2018, and Step Inside in 
2020. All are available at 
live performances (except 
for “Original Selections”). 
Their newest release is also 
available worldwide on digi-

tal media stores.
The group has performed 

with or alongside many 
well-known acts such as Jim 
Ed Brown, Terry Smith, The 
Redhead Express, Bobby 
Awe, Jack Langley, Michael 
Martin Murphy, Matt Boone, 
and Rayne Magill. In 2012, 
they were recognized for 
several honors. The group 
has been awarded Best Blue-
grass Gospel Group of the 
Year twice by the Coastal 
Bend Gospel Music Associa-
tion, and Traditional Gospel 
CD of the Year by the Rural 
Roots Music Commission. 
Austin also placed first in 
the mandolin contest held 
at the Traditional Country 
Music Festival in LeMars, 
Iowa , twice.

The public is invited to 
come and hear The Jacob 
Austin Band. The Gates-
ville Country Music Hall of 
Fame seeks to provide good, 
wholesome music with a 
family-oriented flavor at 
their free concerts. The pro-
grams are held on the third 
Friday of each month.

The Gatesville City Au-
ditorium is located at 110 
n. 8th St. in Gatesville just 
across from the Gatesville 
Public Library.

Jacob Austin Band to perform at Gatesville 
Country Music Hall of Fame, Feb. 17

Local stores to hold 
shopping event Feb. 11 

purchase, you will be en-
tered in a drawing to win a 
gift basket. The drawing will 
take place on Tuesday, Feb. 
14. Vintage Royalty will have 
hot chocolate and chocolate 
covered strawberries. 

Cowgirls To Lace is lo-
cated at 712 E. Leon Street; 
Hinds Fine Jewelry is lo-
cated at 119 S. 7th Street; 
1854 Mercantile is located at 
501-A East Main Street; and 
Vintage Royalty is located at 
2401 South Hwy 36 Ste. 100.

Valentine auction in Pearl 
to benefit “His Kids”

room of the church. Pro-
ceeds from the auction will 
be for “His Kids” scholar-
ships in memory of Richard 
Williams.

For more information 
about the silent auction, 
please contact Linda Ray at 
254-865-9282. 



SATURDAY, Feb. 11, 2023   The Gatesville Messenger    A7
www.gatesvillemessenger.com

254-865-5791       

GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST
 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: 3835 CR 
127, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 
Elder, Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 
5 miles south of Pearl, 4555 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 4th Sunday each 
month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
 CANAAN BAPTIST CHURCH: Jim Keever, senior 
pastor; 177 Coryell City Road, Crawford; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob 
Phillips, pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 
a.m.; Wednesday evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Dane 
Barron, pastor; 200 Live Oak Street, Evant; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., adult Bible study 6 p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ and youth Bible study 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: 9775 
TX-36, Gatesville; Sunday School 9 a.m.; Sunday 
Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study 
7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: 
912 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 
a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: 120 
College Ave., Oglesby, Tx 76561; Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am; Wednesday evenings – supper at 5:40 pm, Kids 
& Youth Group 6:00 pm, Prayer meeting 6:00 pm; 
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH:  Michael 
Bragdon, Pastor; 2819 South Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay 
Valley Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am.  AWANA children’s ministry Sunday evening 
5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible Study for men and women 
on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; 11420 North State Hwy. S, Jonesboro; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36, Gates-
ville; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 
11:00 a.m., Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible 
Study Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: David Crosby, 
Interim Pastor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:15 a.m., morning worship 
10:30 a.m., Wed. evening Youth and Children’s Bible 
Study 6:00 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt 
Fuessel,  pastor; 6319 US-84, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 

11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, 
pastor; 7505 FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH: 2082 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Sunday morning worship 10 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 6545 FM 
107. Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 P IDCOKE BAPTIST CHURCH:  Dona ld 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship 
service 11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris 
Post, Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north 
of Evant, Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: 875 FM-
932, Purmela; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 
14th, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday school 
9:30 a.m.,   Sunday morning worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday services - Wednesday evening worship 
7 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Drive, Gatesville; Sunday Services; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Sam Crosby, 
Pastor; 1506 West Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:50 
a.m. Wednesday night services - activities for adults, 
youth, and children 6:30 p.m. Email: trinitybctx2@
centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon 
Crosby, Pastor; 8120 FM 182, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Interim Pastor: 
Eddie Taylor; 1102 West Main Street, Gatesville; 
Sunday School  10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 
10 a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH: Bruce Cox, 
pastor. Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m. 642 CR 320. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. MOUND COWBOY 
CHURCH Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday services - morn-
ing worship 9 a.m., Sunday school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 
Inside: 3075 FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. For more 
info. and location, call 254-865-5908.
 CATHOLIC
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. 
(Spanish Mass), Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. and Wednesday through Friday at 7:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; 104 Cedar Ridge, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 

worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, 
Preacher; 310 West Brooks Drive, Evant; Sunday 
services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:20 
a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: 4605 St. 
Hwy. 36 South, Gatesville; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin 
Hall, minister; 2417 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., morning service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main, 
Gatesville; clases y servicios en Español, 10:00 
a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study, 10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Bible Study; Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-
3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: 6790 FM 183, 
Pearl; Sunday services - morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD
 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 
State School Road, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
morning worship 11 a.m. www.facebook.com/pages/
cornerstone/140632994733

LUTHERAN
 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. 
in Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST.  JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. 
Christopher Richman, PhD; 10801 FM 929, Gatesville, 
Coryell City; Sunday services - Morning worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114, The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 
Sunday services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles 
north of Ireland on FM 932.
 EVANT METHODIST CHURCH: 235 US-
281,Evant, Dennis Dutton, Pastor; Sunday morning 
worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF GATESVILLE: 
2600 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: 
Meal at 5:30 p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible 
Studies at 6:00 p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 6:30 p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org 
for more information.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Kent 
Berry, pastor; 109 College Street, Oglesby; Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:00 a.m.
 PIDCOKE METHODIST CHURCH: Bill Jones, 
Pastor; Hwy. 116 North, Pidcoke; Worship service 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON
 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
services -Sacrament services 10  a.m., Sun. School 
10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 

Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel 
Crowther, Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday Worship services  9am & 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday services 6pm; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry and C3 Student Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran 
Belknap III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 
FM 182, Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. 
Brandy Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. 407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, Gatesville.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 
11:00 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 
7 p.m. 2518 Bridge St., Gatesville, 254-392-9472.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 
10:30 a.m. & Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 
p.m. at Gateway Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road, 
Gatesville.
 GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US 
Hwy. 84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH: Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 
11th Street, Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning 
worship 11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries 
(Men, Women, children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a 
TDC and state approved 12-step recovery program 
meets Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune 
La Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 Block of East Main 
Street, Gatesville.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 
9:45 a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday 
services - 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study at 7:00 p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 
183, Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, 
pastor; 3412 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
service 11 a.m., Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy 
Skiles, pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship 
services - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm; www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-
1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN 
CHRIST: Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 514 N. 13th 
Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., weekly services, Wed. 
Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., Wed. night service, 
7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS AL HOGAR DE DIOS: Horario 
de servicios: Domingos a partir de las 2:00 p.m. 
Te esperamos! 6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville, Texas 
76528.

WESLEYAN
 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 3.5 
miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m., Bible 
study Sundays at 5 p.m. www.coryellvalleytexas.com. 

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL
 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: 
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday  Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service @9:45 a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty 
& Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.

THIS SPACE IS 

AVAILABLE.
Call 254-865-5212.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014

www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

The Importance 

of Character

David Brooks’ recent bestseller The 

Road to Character makes a compel-

ling case for the importance of charac-

ter in our lives. He draws a distinction 

between what he calls the résumé 

virtues and the eulogy virtues. The 

résumé virtues are our accomplish-

ments and competencies which help 

us gain employment while the eulogy 

virtues are those things which have 

most to do with our character. Are 

we kind, honest, or brave, and do we 

form loving and lasting relationships? 

Do we spend as much time cultivating 

our character as we do our work skills 

and educational credentials? His book 

is a powerful and moving exhortation 

to spend more time and effort working 

on our characters. We will probably 

be remembered more for our character 

(or lack thereof) than for the skills 

and accomplishments listed on our 

résumés. Reflect on what you can do 
this year to improve your character.    

– Christopher Simon

“Better is a poor man who walks in 

his integrity than a rich man who is 

crooked in his ways.” 

—Proverbs 28:6 ESV
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Coryell Health is excited to introduce our new 

podiatrist, Dr. James Townson, DPM.  

Dr. Townson is a foot and ankle surgeon 

specialist with over 10 years of experience in 

the medical field. He is board certified by the 

American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgery and 

strives to ensure all his patients receive the 

most complete and efficient care possible.

 CLIFTON • GATESVILLE • GOLDTHWAITE • TEMPLE

(254) 865-2166  |  CoryellHealth.org

Meet Coryell Health’s New Podiatrist

Get Off the Fence

Dr. James Townson, DPM

and Back on Your Feet

COMMON CONDITIONS TREATED • INFANTS TO ADULTS 

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery

• Arthritis of foot & ankle

• Bunions & toe deformities

• Custom orthotics

• Diabetic-related  

foot problems

• Flat feet

• Foot & ankle ulcers

• Fractures of foot & ankle

• Heel pain 

• Limb salvage

• Pediatrics

• Sports-related injuries

• Sprain of foot & ankle

• Tendon injuries

• Toenail issues

• And more!

BY MARSHA LEE
Contributing Writer

David Myers, Ed.D., LCSW, 
CALA, is currently the direc-
tor of Patient Experience & 
Social Services for the Cory-
ell Health Medical Clinic. He 
earned a doctorate in edu-
cation at Mary Hardin-Bay-
lor and taught there for 22 
years. He specializes in Clini-
cal Social Work and affiliates 
with the Coryell Memorial 
Hospital Authority, cooper-
ating with many of the doc-
tors and specialists in the 
medical group there.

When people mention 
terms like “advanced direc-
tive,” “medical power of at-
torney,” “health care agent,” 
“living will,” and “do-not-
resuscitate orders,” they of-
ten have no desire to hear 
about or discuss such issues. 
They are not quite ready 
to face mortality; after all, 
that seems so far away. But 
we need to discuss them 
and take action on them, 
not waiting until we get old 
someday.

Why? Myers offered sev-
eral reasons: “(1) None of us 
knows our future or when we 
may wish we had made these 
decisions before we became 
incapacitated; (2) In these 
documents, we can make 
our own decisions as to what 
we want — or do not want 
— done as we face health 
issues and life-threatening 
situations and are no lon-
ger able to communicate our 
wishes; (3) it avoids leaving 
tough decisions on family 
or friends who do not know 
what you want or may have 
ideas that differ significantly 
from yours concerning your 
health care; and (4) it helps 
take the ‘guilt’ away from the 
ones who must make those 
decisions because you have 
already made them your-
self.”

An advanced directive is a 
legal document that explains 
how you want medical deci-
sions about your care to be 
made if you cannot make 
those decisions for your-

self. They may include docu-
ments for a medical POA, a 
health agent, a living will, a 
DNR, a DNI, or an AND. Let’s 
briefly look at each of these.

A medical POA (power of 
attorney) is a legal document 
to name a person to make 
medical decisions for you 
in case you can’t make them 
for yourself. For example, if 
you were in an accident that 
left you unable to speak or 
had a major stroke, this per-
son could make choices that 
honor the kind of care you 
wish to receive. This person 
can be a family member, a 
friend, or lawyer perhaps, 
but he/she should be some-
one you trust with your life, 
and you should discuss in 
detail what your feelings are 
about handling health care 
issues for you.

It is advisable to choose 
only one person; choosing 
more than one is a bad idea 
(even if they are your spouse 
and/or children) because 
there is no way to guaran-
tee that all agents will agree 
in a crisis. You may choose 
one alternate, in case an im-
mediate decision needs to be 
made and your agent is not 
available. In most states, the 
person you choose may not 
be your doctor or someone 
who works for your doctor, 
hospital, or nursing home. 

Your health agent can 
speak for you only about 
health care (not money or 
other legal issues). Also, they 
can only make decisions for 
you if the doctor determines 
that you are not able to make 
your own decisions. They 
are legally required to act in 
your best interest if you are 
unable to communicate your 
wishes.

Laws about what health 
care agents can decide vary 
from state to state, but they 
usually include such things 
as choices about life support; 
starting, stopping, or trying 
a different treatment; having 
surgery; what tests to run; 
drug treatments; disconnect-
ing life support; how aggres-
sively to treat brain damage 
or disease; and whether to 

focus on comfort and qual-
ity of life or do everything 
possible to extend your life. 
You may give your agent full 
authority (as a durable medi-
cal POA agent) if you do not 
set any limitations or time 
frames on their power. But 
you do have the option of 
setting limits on your agent’s 
power; and you can change 
the documents in the future, 
if desired.

When your medical POA is 
filled out, you need to sign 
it in front of a notary. Some 
states may also require two 
witnesses to sign it as well. 
Then you should put it in a 
safe place and tell someone 
where it is. Do not place it 
in a safety deposit box but 
choose a place where the 
designated person can get to 
it in a hurry if necessary. You 
also need to provide copies 
of the POA to others, such as 
your primary care physician, 
medical specialists you use 
regularly, your medical POA 
agent, close family members 
or friends, administrator of 
your assisted living facility, 
and any hospital or medi-
cal clinic where you receive 
treatment.

You may also change your 
mind about the medical POA, 
and you may even change 
your agent. Be sure to keep 
your medical POA updated. 
Remember, too, that if you 
change anything, you must 
get the new document signed 
and notarized (and signed by 
witnesses if required), and 
you need to give a copy of 
the changed document to 
all those who have copies of 
your old one.

Some people wonder if 
they should have a medical 
POA in place now. Consider 
this: If you wind up in a seri-
ous medical situation some-
day and do not have a medi-
cal POA in place, your family 
could end up having to fight 
in court for the right to make 
those calls. This is something 
you certainly would not want 
to put your family through 
when they are having to deal 
with a medical crisis. Taking 
care of things now can as-

sure that all the legal issues 
are already settled.

A living will (or directive to 
a physician) is a document 
that allows you to instruct 
your physician to administer 
or withhold life-sustaining 
treatments after it has been 
determined that you have 
an irreversible or terminal 
condition, and you are not 
able to communicate your 
desires yourself. It must be 
notarized or signed by two 
witnesses (competent adults 
and at least one of them not 
being your medical agent, 
a relative by blood or mar-
riage, one who has a claim on 
part of your estate or stands 
to inherit something from 
you, your attending physi-
cian, or an employee of his, 
or an employee of a health 
care facility where you are 
staying).

The difference between 
a living will and a medical 
POA is that the living will 
only concerns situations 
where you are terminally ill 
or have an irreversible condi-
tion and are unable to com-
municate whether you desire 
life-sustaining treatments to 
be continued. A medical POA 
is much broader and covers 
all health care decisions for 
you, whether or not you have 
a terminal illness or irrevers-
ible condition. Neither the 
POA nor the living will has 
anything to do with resusci-
tation.

You can have both a liv-
ing will and a medical POA. 
There may be some over-
lapping, depending on how 
your medical POA was writ-
ten. However, if you were to 
become terminally ill and 
unable to speak for your-
self, then it would be best 
for you to have your desires 
concerning the continuation 
of life-sustaining treatments 
spelled out in a living will. 
You can specify if you want 
all life-sustaining efforts to 
be used, none to be used, or 
anything in between.

The living will takes effect 
when two things occur: (1) 
your physician certifies that 
you have a terminal illness 
or an irreversible condition; 
and (2) you must not be com-
petent to make health care 
decisions for yourself. And 
finally, you can revoke your 
living will at any time regard-
less of your mental state or 
competency by stating orally 
or in writing that you wish to 
revoke it. But you must noti-
fy your physician of your de-
cision so he can record your 
revocation in your medical 
records.

A Do-Not-Resuscitate Or-
der (DNR) is a formal medi-
cal order between a patient 
and his doctor, stating that 
he does not want to have 
CPR or have the heart resus-
citated in the event that his 
heart stops. The DNR does 
not affect life-saving mea-
sures (like feeding tubes, 
etc.); it only applies to re-
suscitation after the heart 
has stopped. Why have a 
DNR? Usually, the individual 
requests a DNR because he 
believes resuscitation is un-
likely to be successful or is 
unlikely to prolong his life 
for very long, he fears the 
resuscitation could endanger 
his quality of life, or he has a 
terminal illness and does not 

expect to live much longer. 
He just wants to “let nature 
take its course.”

DNRs are usually sought 
by aging and terminally ill 
patients. It is possible for 
a healthy person to have a 
DNR, but it is not always a 
good idea. If you don’t fit 
any of the criteria above, you 
may be putting yourself at 
risk of facing a preventable 
death when effective inter-
ventions are available, such 
as CPR or an external defi-
brillator.

A living will differs from a 
DNR in that it covers venti-
lators, feeding tubes, blood 
transfusions, dialysis, and 
other interventions attempt-
ed in a health emergency, 
but the living will does not 
cover resuscitation. DNR or-
ders strictly focus on resus-
citation using measures like 
CPR, cardiac drugs, and de-
fibrillation; DNR orders say 
that medical personnel will 
not try to revive you if your 
heart stops. Remember, too, 
that if a DNR order is not in 
place, the doctor will always 
try any resuscitation mea-
sures available to save a life.

A Do-Not-Intubate order 
(DNI) prohibits doctors from 
inserting a breathing tube 
to prolong a patient’s life. It 
does not apply to resuscita-
tion. 

An Allow-Natural-Death 
order (AND) is used by some 
hospitals in place of the 
DNR. It dictates that medical 
personnel should only use 
comfort measures to control 
pain and other symptoms.

A doctor is bound to hon-
or a patient’s wishes in the 
event of a DNR, and no fam-
ily member has the authority 
to override those wishes if 
the order is in effect at the 
time of the emergency. The 
only exception is if the DNR 
was requested by someone 
like the healthcare agent or 
a guardian on the patient’s 
behalf; then, they generally 
would have the authority 
to request that the order be 
revoked (but only if they are 
officially recognized as care-
taker for a patient unable 
to take care of himself). It’s 
not enough to simply be a 

spouse or a relative.  
DNR orders are primarily 

for medical personnel. There 
are also Out-of-Hospital Do-
Not-Resuscitate forms (OOH 
DNR) some individuals may 
carry. However, if Emergency 
Rescue Personnel are sent 
out to help someone, they 
will attempt resuscitation 
unless OOH DNR forms are 
shown to them. Sometimes 
bystanders may attempt re-
suscitation measures like 
CPR on an individual who 
has a DNR form. Every state 
has some sort of “Good Sa-
maritan Law” which is de-
signed to protect untrained 
laypersons who provide life-
saving assistance in good 
faith, regardless of the out-
come. Generally, there is 
one instance in which this 
law will not protect you: in 
instances of negligence. You 
are expected to respond with 
as much care and compe-
tence as any reasonable per-
son would.

Medical planning and prep-
aration for our care in our 
later years, after unexpected 
accidents, or in the event of 
terminal illnesses are very 
complicated. There are many 
decisions to make and many 
documents to consider. 
However, if we want to have 
any say in how our medical 
treatment is handled, then 
we need to make sure our de-
cisions and desires are fully 
stated in appropriate legal 
documents.  Forms may be 
picked up from your primary 
care physicians or other doc-
tors who treat you. Counsel-
ing, advice, and explanations 
are also available.

We never know what the 
future holds, and it is far 
better to have our decisions 
in place and on paper before 
we suddenly need them and 
wish we had made those de-
cisions earlier. These forms 
and documents will follow 
you from state to state if 
you move; but some of the 
specifics in the documents 
may vary slightly. Therefore, 
you might need to check into 
these documents in the event 
you move elsewhere. And re-
member, your decisions and 
these forms can be revised.

COURTESY PHOTO

Dr. David Myers speaks to Morris Federation.

Dr. David Myers speaks to Morris Federation on ‘What Seniors Need to Know’
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Use ItchNoMore shampoo on 
dogs, cats & horses to relieve 
secondary dermatitis, mane 
dandruff, & eliminate doggy 
door odor. At Tractor Supply. 
(www.fleabeacon.com) 00029901

037

Help Wanted
 

EXPERIENCED AR-
CHITECTURAL SHEET 
METAL MECHANICS 

NEEDED
Come be a part of our TEAM 
and build your Career with 
our outstanding 80-year-old, 
well-established company!!!
* Must have at least 5 years 
of experience and must have 
experience in sheet metal fab-
rication, must have valid driv-
er’s license, & clear driving 
record. Email resumé lfuller@
jroof.com 00029813

 

Hiring 20+ Experienced Com-
mercial Roofers, Experienced 
Metal Framers & Immediate-
ly for full-time employment.  
Experienced in multiple types 
of Commercial roofing sys-
tems. $500 HIRING BONUS 
AFTER 1ST WEEK OF EM-
PLOYMENT! Email resumé: 
lfuller@jroof.com 00029814

 

COMMERCIAL ROOF-
ING PRODUCTION 

MANAGER
Supervise & train field fore-
men, helpers, and subcon-
tractors. Manage project pro-
cess from initial scheduling 
through to completion.
* Review all new project con-
tracts for accuracy.
* Create project work orders 
for field crews and order nec-
essary materials.
* Schedule and coordinate 
any specific project equip-
ment needed.
* Ensure each roof repair or 
installation meets standards 
work, safety, efficiency, and 
according to manufacturer’s 
specifications.
* Consistent and clear com-
munication with customers 
throughout project process.
* Ensure compliance with all 
company rules, policies, and 
procedures.
* Resolve complaints and 
project issues in a timely man-
ner.
* Review field timesheets and 
completed work orders for 
completion and accuracy
* Review and approve all in-
voices related to projects and 
production
* Review completed project 
files and turn in for final bill-
ing.
* Perform project close-out 
process.
* Additional tasks as as-
signed.
Email resumé lfuller@jroof.
com 00029815

 

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 00029588

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 00029871

DOLLAR WEEK Tues, 
02/14 - Sat, 02/18! The Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 
1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Fri-
day, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 
9a.m.-3p.m. 00029861

 

ESTATE SALE of MD & 
Charlotte Gartman

Sat., Feb. 11 @9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
3560 FM 215 in Gatesville

3BR, 1BA, $750/mo. & $650 
deposit. Available after March 
1. 254-223-0215 00029902
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING

TO DISCUSS GATES-
VILLE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT’S

2021-22 Texas Academic 
Performance Report

Gatesville ISD will hold a 
public meeting on February 
20, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Gatesville ISD Administra-
tion Building Board Room at 
311 S. Lovers Lane, Gates-
ville, Texas.
The purpose of this meeting 
is to discuss Gatesville ISD’s 
2021-22 Texas Academic 
Performance Report (TAPR). 
00029866

 

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN – FT & PRN; All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

  Now offering 8-hour shifts for 

select positions

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

   with on the job training!

Nurse Aide for Texas

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts

• CMA - PRN
Home Health:
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville,   

Copperas Cove, and Hamilton
• Community Service Clerk – FT, 

Mon.-Fri., 8am-5pm
Infection Prevention:
• BSN-RN – FT; Preferable 

Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT
• Scribe/Transcriptions – FT

• Outpatient Admission Clerk – FT, 
Mon.-Fri., 8am-5pm

• Clinic Registration Clerk – FT   
Mon.-Fri., 8am-5pm

• PRN- Admission Clerk -ED
• Referral Clerk – FT, Mon.-Fri.,   

8am-5pm
• Quick Care Registration Clerk – 

FT – Thurs.-Sat.
Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT
EMS:
• Paramedic Shift Supervisor – FT 

*$8,000 BONUS
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 BONUS
Emergency Department:
• RN – FT Nights 

*$10,000 BONUS
• RN – PRN all shifts
 • Mid-shift RN- 11am-11pm   

*$10,000 BONUS
Health Information Management:

LAB:
• MLT – PRN
Material Management:  

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• RN/LVN – FT nights 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts
Radiology:
• CT/X-Ray Tech – PRN; TDH

CT/X-Ray

preferred

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
Surgery:
• Housekeeper – FT 

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

 2/1 brick home, 560 W Hwy. 84, Evant, TX. Recently painted, updated shower, 
garage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500

 10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8, Phase 5, Rio Escondido Subdivision. Good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated subdivision. $119,900
 10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85, Phase 4, Rio Escondido. Rolling Terrain, 

good tree cover, good views. $129,500
 10.01 acres, Lot 20, Phase 4, Rio Escondido, north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 

great views. $150,000
 10.01 acres, Lot 28, Phase 4, Rio Escondido, north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 

great views. $200,000
 10.01 acres, Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Lot No. 53, Langford 

Branch. Nice home site, scattered tree cover, native pasture. $225,000
 11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County. Good tree cover, nice home site, the 

property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500
 11.64 acres, 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County. Nice porch, large 

master bedroom and bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy. 281 frontage. 
$850,000
 20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County, Lot No. 21, Mulberry Creek.

rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000
 20.02 acres, Evant, TX PR 42107, Hamilton County, Lot 43, Phase 6, Rio Escon-

dido. Rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.
 21 acres south of Evant TX, CR 154 W, Coryell County. Rolling terrain, scatted tree 

cover, good views, electricity running across the property. $252,000
 25 acres west of Purmela, TX on CR 181. Stock tank, good exterior fencing on 3 

sides, 1 side will need to be fenced, coastal and native grasses. $275,000
 25.06 acres, Pottsville, TX Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision, Lot 31. 

Rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, great views. $275,000
 33.43 acres near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage. Rolling 

terrain, good views. $295,000
 36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. Scattered tree cover & rolling 

terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well. $387,000
 47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 3 

sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000
 50.07 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County, CR 154. Rolling terrain, 

good tree cover and good views. $425,000
 50.28 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County, CR 154. Rolling terrain, 

good tree cover, good views, electricity on northeast corner of property. $425,000
 50.24 acres, 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419, Evant, TX. Rolling terrain, 40% being 

good tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000
 52.73 acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. 1 water well, metal 

building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain, 2 tanks, good fences. $899,000
  68.9 acres, 3/2.5 rock home 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, TX. Approx. 2900 ft. of 

x 24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank, approx. 48 acres 
of coastal. $1,375,000

74.264 acres west of Purmela, TX, FM 1241 & CR 181. Stock tank, barn, cattle 
pens, good exterior fencing. approx. 65 acres with coastal & native grasses. $556,980
 88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, electricity, 1 tank, 

seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000
 100.054 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County. Rolling terrain, good tree 

cover, good views, Electric on property. $850,000
 105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 

branch, barn, rain harvest system. $743,775
 179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX. FM 116 frontage, great views, 

stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

living room & carpet in 2 bedrooms, inground pool with slab that was pour for a future 
outdoor kitchen, 3 car attached carport with 12 ft. x 13 ft. storage building, a 60 ft. x 
66 ft. metal building with 24 ft. x 60 ft. lean-to, there is also approx. 900 sq. ft. that has 
been framed out for living quarters inside the main part of the building, good exterior 
& interior fencing, set of cattle pens near the center of the property, rolling terrain with 
scattered tree cover and great views. $2,150,000

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and 
Residential, Free Estimates 

254-466-5128
00029869

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 

Residential, Corrals, Auto-
matic Solar Gates, Custom 
Entryways & Gates, Weld-
ing Projects. John Hunt, 
Owner, (254)248-2613

00029872

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835.

015

Farm & Ranch

102

Real Estate
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Real Estate

Mountain Water Supply Corporation

Hiring Part-Time Field Staff
Hourly rate $14-$17/hour
MWSC is looking for part-time help with system operations. 
Employee will work directly under the supervision of system 
operator. Qualifications:
HS Diploma or GED
Valid Texas Driver’s License with an exceptional driving re-
cord.
Must be eligible to obtain state licensing.
Applications can be obtained at the MWSC office located at 
6001 E Hwy 84, Gatesville TX 76528. Please call 254-865-
7113 with questions. 
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060

Garage Sale

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for an 
original Wine and Malt Bev-
erage Retailer’s Off-Premise 
Permit (BQ) for KC ROCK-
STAR, LLC. dba KC MART 
at 1618 VETERANS AVE., 
STE A, COPPERAS COVE, 
CORYELL COUNTY, 
TEXAS, 76522. PRAKASH 
DEVKOTA (Manager)
PREM LAL KC (Manager) 
00029899

074

Houses for Rent
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NOTICE TO BID-CORYELL COUNTY
Timeframe: February 28, 2023-February 27, 2024

Paving Aggregate

3/8 Pea Gravel Washed, FOB Plant/ County Location
Paving Rock Type B, Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5, FOB Plant/
County Location

Additional Information: Contact the Road and Bridge Depart-
ment, 254-865-5021 and visit the Coryell County website: 
http://coryellcounty.org for the bid sheets and additional infor-
mation. The Commissioners’ Court has the right to accept or 
reject any or all bids.

Sealed bids addressed to the Honorable Judge and Commis-
sioners’ Court will be accepted until 9:00 a.m. on February 27, 
2023. Mail or bring your bid to:

Hon. County Judge Roger A. Miller
Coryell County Main Street Annex (SEALED BID)
800 E. Main Street, Suite A
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Bid will be awarded at the Commissioners’ Courtroom on 
Tuesday, February 28, 2023, 9:00 a.m., Main Street Annex 
Building, 801 E. Leon St., Gatesville, Texas.
00029897

NOTICE TO BID-CORYELL COUNTY
Timeframe: February 28, 2023-February 27, 2024

Hauling

Hauling of gravel, crushed rock, and other materials.

Additional Information: Contact the Road and Bridge Depart-
ment, 254-865-5021 and visit the Coryell County website: 
http://coryellcounty.org for the bid sheets and additional infor-
mation. The Commissioners’ Court has the right to accept or 
reject any or all bids.

Sealed bids addressed to the Honorable Judge and Commis-
sioners’ Court will be accepted until 9:00 a.m. on February 27, 
2023. Mail or bring your bid to:

Hon. County Judge Roger A. Miller
Coryell County Main Street Annex (SEALED BID)
800 E. Main Street, Suite A
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Bid will be awarded at the Commissioners’ Courtroom on 
Tuesday, February 28, 2023, 9:00 a.m., Main Street Annex 
Building, 801 E. Leon St., Gatesville, Texas.
00029898

THOUSANDS
OF PEOPLE

WILL SEE THIS AD...

...IT COULD
HAVE BEEN

YOURS.

Call The Gatesville Messenger, 865-5212.

BY MARSHA LEE
Contributing Writer

The first meeting of the 
year for Coryell Retired 
School Personnel (CRSP) was 
held Jan. 26 at Rancher’s 
Steakhouse.  Major items of 
business included approval 
of minutes and treasurer’s 
report, committee reports 
on community volunteer 
service hours and the Chil-
dren’s Book Project, discus-
sion of the April 12 “Day at 
the Capitol”  and the May 16 
District XII Leadership Meet-
ing in Waco, and the silent 
auction held to raise money 
for scholarships for two 
graduating seniors enrolled 
in college in the fall to pur-
sue a career in education.

The speaker for the pro-
gram was Rev. Stephen 
Schmidt, who had served as 
a pastor in the Central Texas 
Conference for 41 years be-
fore God called him to serve 
in Gatesville as pastor of the 
Global Methodist Church. 
He said he looks forward to 
laying the groundwork for 
a church that reclaims the 
Wesleyan values and feels 
that the most exciting days of 
his ministry are yet to come. 
He and his wife, Karen, have 
been married 41 years and 
have three daughters who 
are married and now have 
families of their own.

Rev. Schmidt’s topic was 
“Starting a New Year.” He 
began by remarking how 
difficult it is to believe that 
we are already almost one 
month into 2023. However, 
the arrival of a new year has 
always been exciting to him. 
He explained, “It is a chance 
for a ‘do-over,’ a new begin-
ning, a fresh start, and a time 
to make amends. I’ve always 
looked forward to opening a 
box that contained a fresh, 
new, blank calendar – that’s 
365 days with no commit-
ments or schedules at all! Of 
course, as we begin to fill in 
special dates, appointments, 
events, meetings, and other 
activities, we all realize that 
that there’s actually plenty 
to do!” But, Rev. Schmidt 
added, “If we love and trust 
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CRSP President Gail Johnson pictured with guest speaker Rev. Ste-

phen Schmidt

Schmidt speaks to Retired School Personnel
God, He will give us strength 
to help handle all things.” 
He then quoted from Isa-
iah 43:18-19: “Do not call 
to mind things of the past. 
Behold, I am doing a new 
thing. Look ahead, and I will 
even mark a way through 
wilderness and rivers in the 
desert.”

The idea of New Year’s 
resolutions is not some-
thing new. It actually dates 
back around 4,000 years 
to the time of the ancient 
Babylonians. After cutting 
down plants and harvesting 
crops, the people made new 
resolutions as to planting 
and planning projects for 
the coming year. Many of 
us make resolutions for the 
new year, whether we take 
them seriously or not. Rev. 
Schmidt then listed the top 
10 resolutions, according to 
recent polls, which are: (1) 
Exercise more; (2) Eat less 
or eat healthier; (3) Get or-
ganized; (4) Save money; (5) 
Spend more time with fam-
ily and friends; (6) Try to be 
happy; (7) Pay off bills; (8) 
Improve relationships with 
others; (9) Learn something 
new every day; and (10) Live 
life to the fullest and make 
the most of every day. He 
then noted that “not one out 
of these ‘Top 10’ most pop-
ular resolutions involved 
God!”

As far as fulfilling or stick-
ing to our resolutions, the 
following poll results prove 
very interesting: 9% gave up 
in just a few days; 23% quit 
within a week or maybe two 
(in fact, the second Friday of 
January is called “Quitters’ 
Day”); 43% gave up their 
goals by February (32 days is 
about the average length of 
time spent trying to reach a 
goal); and 68% admitted they 
had given up earlier. 

Why is this? “First,” Rev. 
Schmidt said, “we lose faith 
in ourselves, even though 
the Lord does not.” Lam-
entations 3:23 says, “The 
Lord’s mercies and compas-
sion fail not; rather they are 
new every morning.” And 
Isaiah 40:31 adds, “They 

who wait on the Lord shall 
renew their strength, mount 
up on the wings of eagles, 
run and not be weary, walk 
and not be faint.” The Lord is 
always there to give strength 
and help us along the way.

“Second,” Rev. Schmidt ex-
plained, “we are impatient. 
We don’t want to have to 
wait for anything, not even 
for our resolutions to be ful-
filled.” He went on to explain, 
“The word ‘wait’ from the 
Greek translates to English 
as ‘patient, confident, and 
trusting.’ If we have faith, 
we can trust God to help us 
achieve those goals. After 
all, we still have the rest of 
the year to work on them.” In 
Philippians 3:8-14, Paul said, 
“I count not myself to have 
apprehended, but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those 

things which are before. I 
press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.”

In other words, don’t focus 
on the past, pick yourself up, 
dust yourself off, and press 
on to the goal.

“Isn’t this when we need 
God’s strength the most?” 
asked Rev. Schmidt. “With-
out it, we’re prone to lose 
confidence in ourselves, be-
come impatient, or just de-
cide to give up. Resolve to 
grow closer to God and get 
to know Jesus this year. Turn 
to them and trust in them 
to give you the patience, 
the strength, and the guid-
ance you need to attain your 
goals.”
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U.S. Marine Zane Petrie promoted to Sergeant

Zane Petrie, a 2018 grad-
uate of Gatesville High 
School, serving as a corpo-
ral in the U.S. Marine Corp, 
was recently promoted to 
the rank of Sergeant at a 
ceremony held at Camp 
Pendleton near San Diego, 
California.

Petrie is the husband of 
Carlee Petrie and the fa-
ther of their four-month-

Zane Petrie recently 
promoted to Sergeant 
in U.S. Marine Corps

old son, Severus, of Gates-
ville. He is the son of Brian 
and Lisa Petrie of Flat and 
Amanda Petrie of Ft. Worth. 
He is the grandson of Jerry 
and Cecilia Petrie of Flat 
and Chuck and Karen Por-
ter also of Flat.

Zane Petrie will be sta-
tioned in Japan in May of 
this year.
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Hornet girls end basketball season with loss to La Vega Pirates
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Gatesville’s Paige 
Sentillas works 
her way past a La 
Vega defender 
on Feb. 7. The 
Hornets fell to the 
Pirates, 83-23, to 
end the season.

ANGELA ASHBY | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Alyssa Shumate scored 18 for the Jonesboro Lady Eagles in a 41-27 win over Abbott on Feb. 7.
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Braden Ashby heads for the hoop in the Jonesboro junior varsity’s 34-21 win over Abbott on Feb. 7.

Jonesboro basketball teams defeat Abbott

Gatesville High Sports Roundup

Girls basketball: Varsity lost to No. 
3-ranked Waco La Vega 83-23. The Hornets 
ended the season 10-24 overall and tied for 
fifth place in league play. District 23-4A fi-
nal standings: La Vega 10-0, Waco Connally 
7-3, Salado 6-4, China Spring 5-5, Gatesville 
5-5, and Robinson 1-9. JV lost 74-18.

Boys basketball: Varsity lost to Waco La 
Vega 64-62, forcing a two-way tie for second 
place between the Hornets and Pirates. Dis-
trict 23-4A updated standings: Waco Con-
nally 8-0, Gatesville and La Vega 5-3, China 
Spring 4-4, Salado 2-6, and Robinson 0-8. 
Playoff-bound GHS hosted Robinson here 
Friday in its home finale, then will end the 
regular season at China Spring on Feb. 14. 
JV Gold won 57-39.

Boys golf: Varsity shot 353 to finish third 
overall at the Lampasas Invitational. Max 
Healer finished in the Top 10 among medal-
ists with a round of 82, while Gage Ford shot 
an 87. GHS’ next appearance will be at the 

regional preview Feb. 17 in Huntsville.
Girls soccer: Varsity beat Lampasas 2-0.  

GHS (8-2 overall, 2-1 district) hosted China 
Spring here Friday.  Here are District 5-4A 
standings: Brownwood, Salado and Stephen-
ville 2-0, Gatesville 2-1, China Spring 1-2, 
Little River Academy 0-3, and Lampasas 0-3.

Boys soccer: Varsity defeated Lampasas 
2-1. GHS (7-1-2 overall, 2-1 district) hosted 
China Spring here Friday.  Here are the Dis-
trict 5-4A standings: Brownwood, Salado 
and Stephenville 2-0, Gatesville 2-1, Lampa-
sas 1-2, Little River Academy 0-3, and China 
Spring 0-3.

Upcoming events
* Gatesville boys basketball visits China 

Spring on Feb. 14
* Gatesville softball team opens the sea-

son at McGregor on Feb. 14
* Feb. 23: Gatesville High School Hornet 

Relays will be Feb. 23, with the Gatesville Ju-
nior High Hornet Relays on Feb. 24.
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GHS powerlifters pose for a photo after the Gatesville Invitational.

Gatesville duo 
earns mention 
on State team

Two members of the 
Gatesville High School varsi-
ty football team, junior Law-
son Mooney and senior Kyle 
Shafer, both earned Hon-
rable Mention recognition on 
the Texas Sports Writers As-
sociation Class 4A All State 
football team.

Mooney was recognized 
for his talent at the defensive 
back position, while Shafer 
earned notice for his perfor-
mance as a tight end.

The All State team is voted 
on by sports writers from 
throughout the state at daily, 
bi-weekly and weekly news-
papers.
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Close loss puts Hornets in tie for 2nd place
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Gatesville’s 
West Allman 
tries to work 
his way past a 
tough La Vega 
defense on Feb. 
7 in the Hornets’ 
tough loss to 
the Pirates. GHS 
had beaten La 
Vega in their 
first district 
showdown.
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Rayshon Smith 
brings the ball 
downcourt for 
the Hornets 
in their Feb. 7 
contest against 
the Pirates.

Shot in last seconds disrupts GHS’ efforts to sweep La Vega
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

La Vega got a runner from Qwae Willis in the closing seconds of regulation to sneak past 
Gatesville 64-62 on Tuesday. 

The Hornets (26-6, 5-3) took a 62-59 lead with 39 seconds left on a layup from Tyler Shea 
before the Pirates scored the final five points of the game for the win. La Vega’s Eythan 
Thompson converted a three-point play with 26 seconds left to tie the game at 62-62 and 
the Hornets missed their shot a game-winner with six second left. 

Following a timeout, Willis took the inbounds pass, scooted down the left sideline, and hit 
a running ten-footer for a 64-62 lead. Gatesville’s final desperation attempt at a game-tying 
bucket came up short.

For the second time in three games, the Hornets found themselves on the opposite end 
of last-minute magic after falling to Connally in double overtime on Jan. 31. They’ve also 
picked up three district wins by virtue of their own last-minute heroics. The Hornets rallied 
from nine-points down in the final minute to beat Salado in January, beat La Vega on a last 
second bucket in the first matchup, and held off Robinson’s last second game-winning at-

tempt in their first encounter. 
Banner Allman scored 26 points and grabbed seven rebounds in the loss. It was his fifth 

20-point game of district and the senior guard leads 23-4A in scoring at 20.5 points per 
game. 

Shea scored 19 points, pulled down six rebounds, and had five assists in the loss. Trae 
Miller turned in his second straight spectacular effort scoring six points and dishing out 
eight assists against just one turnover. 

The loss dropped the Hornets to a tie for second place in District 23-4A play with the 
Pirates (18-11, 5-3). after the Hornets fifth district game. Should both teams win their re-
maining two district games they will play one-game playoff to determine the district’s No. 
2 seed for the playoffs. 

A win over Robinson on Friday coupled with a China Spring loss to Connally would assure 
the Hornets of finishing no worse than third in the district. Losses to Robinson and to China 
Spring in the district finale would mean the Hornets would finish fourth in the district.

The Hornets honored departing seniors in Shea, Allman, Carter Williams, and Ethan Nich-
ols prior to Friday’s game against Robinson. 
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Tyler Shea takes 
a jumpshot for 
the Hornets in 
the Feb. 7 game 
against La Vega.
Shea scored 19 
points for GHS, 
second most for 
the team be-
hind Banner All-
man’s 26-point 
performance.

Area Fishing Report

Lake Belton

GOOD. Water lightly 
stained; 52 degrees; 13.89 
feet below pool. The water 
temperature roller coaster 
moves on as Winter Storm 
Mara dropped the surface 
temperatures to the lowest 
point “winter-to-date” and 
then three days of 70 degree 
weather pushed the surface 
temperature back up to just 
over 52 degrees. Fish are 
both tight to the bottom on 
breaklines in distinct schools 
as well as parallel to and just 
off of the main river channel 
in very large, slowly moving, 
suspended schools. The fish 
on bottom were tempera-
mental, typically responding 
well as soon as our presenta-
tions arrived at bottom, then 
losing interest quickly. We 
caught these on white 3/8 or 
5/8 ounce Bladed Hazy Eye 

Slabs using a combination 
of easing, slow-smoking, 
and occasional snap-jigging. 
The suspended fish near 
the channel were aggressive 
when they were seen moving 
horizontally on sonar and, 
during such times, would hit 
a slab worked with a slow-
smoking tactic. However, if 
the fish were not moving, 
they would typically only re-
spond to a dead-sticked soft 
plastic with jighead posi-
tioned horizontally. Report 
by Bob Maindelle, Holding 
the Line Guide Service. Cat-
fishing has been great with 
eater fish being caught in 
20-40 feet. Trophy blue cat-
fish have been caught on 
shallow points near ledges 
using fresh cut bait. Chan-
nel catfish have been slow 
to fair around brush piles in 
warmer water areas. 


