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Police chief finalists introduced

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

During a meet the candidates session on 
Jan. 4, local residents had the opportunity 
to talk to the four finalists for Gatesville 
Police chief ahead of the selection of a new 
chief.

The newly appointed chief will replace 
outgoing chief Nathan Gohlke, whose offi-
cial last day will be Jan. 31. Gohlke served 
the department as chief for almost 18 years 
and has retired to work in a much different 
capacity — as a local funeral director.

With the assistance of Strategic Govern-
ment Resources, led by Price Robinson, 
senior vice president for executive recruit-
ment who is a former police chief himself, 
the city narrowed the list of candidates to 
four finalists.

“I was looking at two things pretty closely 
and that was clearly stated in our recruiting 
brochure — experience and education,” said 
City Manager Bill Parry, who planned to in-
terview each of the candidates on Jan. 5 and 
said he hoped to make a selection quickly.

“Administrative time as a chief, and expe-
rience in patrol and CID (criminal investiga-
tion department) are all important. Also, we 
took a look at education, which shows you 
have initiative to focus on professional de-
velopment.”

Parry said he was pleasantly surprised by 

the strong group of candidates, and also 
their experience level.

“We had to make some hard decisions to 
get down to four,” he said. “There were some 
very well qualified candidates who were not 
finalists. The depth of experience we had in 
the candidates really surprised me.”

Robinson said the fact that three of the 
candidates already have chief experience 
(the other is a longtime Gatesville Police 
Department employee) shows the quality of 
those who applied for the vacancy.

“They will have an opportunity to help 
build a new police station, which not many 
chiefs get to do,” Robinson said. “It’s impor-
tant that they have vision to move the de-
partment forward and be able to recruit and 
retain quality officers.”

Here is a look at each candidate and their 
goals for the department:

— Matthew Briggs is currently a recruiter/
adjunct instructor at Texas A&M University-
Commerce. Briggs previously served as po-
lice chief in Josephine from 2016-2021. Be-
fore that, he served 10 years in the Frisco 
Police Department.

He said his goal is to seek ways to work 
closely with the community, finding ways 
for a partnership between the police depart-
ment and local residents to create a stron-
ger community.

“There is a longstanding history in Gates-

ville where people have developed a way of 
life that they enjoy, and the police depart-
ment should recognize and build on that to 
make things even better,” Briggs said.

—  Carrie West Ellis, is the current police 
chief in Willow Park, a position she has held 
since 2017. From 1995-2016, West served in 
the Corinth Police Department, where she 
advanced to the rank of lieutenant in charge 
of support services.

“I think the opportunity to build a new fa-
cility is great, and I would also like for the 
department to receive accreditation from 
the Texas Police Chiefs Association,” she 
said. “I would spend a lot of time working 
on those priorities.

Ellis said the small town environment is 
something that led her to apply, “and the 
opportunity to build on what has already 
been done.”

— Cody Lee currently serves as the op-
erations lieutenant for the Criminal Inves-
tigation Department of the Gatesville Police 
Department. Lee’s 25-year law enforcement 
career includes service with the Stephenville 
Police Department, and the Hamilton and 
Bosque County sheriff’s departments. Lee 
joined GPD in 2010.

“One of the things I want to do if I am se-
lected is to continue to build on the good 
things that Chief Gohlke put in place here,” 
he said. “I don’t think we need to make this 

a completely different department. I don’t 
see a need for huge changes.”

Lee said he will also work to help continue 
the strong relationship the department has 
with Gatesville residents, and to continue to 
prioritize that.

— Brad Hunt, is the current police chief 
in Keene, a position he has held since April 
2022. Before that, Hunt was a police officer 
and division commander with the Temple 
Police Department, where he served for 20 
years.

Hunt has worked closely with Texas police 
departments in helping them to identify the 
168-170 standards that must be met dur-
ing the Texas Police Chiefs Association’s 
accreditation process. He has helped other 
departments obtain this designation, and 
said he hopes to be able to do that as chief 
in Gatesville.

“When you first start looking at the 170 
different criteria — timelines, inspection of 
vehicles, calls, it can be very overwhelming,” 
he said. “I know the process and can help of-
ficers and the department with that process.

“Also, one of the biggest things for me is 
collaboration with other departments. You 
have the prisons here, Fort Hood and other 
law enforcement agencies. It’s important 
that we all work together for the best for 
our communities.”
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The four finalists for Gatesville Police Chief are, from left, Matthew Briggs, Brad Hunt, Cody Lee and Carrie Ellis. They met with local residents on Jan. 4 at Gatesville City Hall.

Candidates have broad depth of experience, education

County leaders seek community input on hazard mitigation plan
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

In an effort to help the county prepare for — and poten-
tially avoid — disasters, Coryell County leaders are working 
with Natural Resources Solutions (NRS) on a hazard mitiga-
tion plan and are seeking public input.

In addition to helping prevent or offset the consequences 
of disasters, the plan will also help the county qualify for 
additional grants.

“Within the Central Texas Council of Governments (which 
includes Bell, Coryell, Hamilton, Lampasas, Milam, Mills and 
San Saba counties), Coryell County is the only county that 

doesn’t have a hazard mitigation plan,” said Coryell County 
Judge Roger Miller. “Across the state, there are only seven 
or eight counties that don’t have one.

“One of the reasons that is important is that there are 
millions of dollars available in grant funding but one of the 
requirements for those grants is to have a hazard mitigation 
plan. A great benefit is that this plan will help us prevent 
problems in advance instead of just reacting to them.”

The Coryell County Commissioners Court reached an 
agreement with NRS on Dec. 13 to complete the hazard 
mitigation plan (HMP). The plan, which is updated every five 

years, will help to identify concerns related to natural disas-
ters and develop strategies to reduce the risks.

The county is looking for local residents to provide their 
concerns and priorities. Four public meetings are scheduled:

* 5:30-7:30 p.m. Jan. 18 at the Gatesville City Auditorium, 
110 N. Eighth St.

* 5:30-7:30 p.m. Jan. 19 at Evant City Hall
* 5:30-7:30 p.m. Jan. 25 at the Copperas Cove Council 

Chamber
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* 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Jan. 26 at Oglesby Com-
munity Center

The county and NRS have also 
set up a website, www.coryell-
countyhmp.com and will also have 
a Facebook page for the HMP that 
will provide updates and infor-
mation and will have a survey for 
people to give their input on local 

hazards and concerns.
“Both state and federal agen-

cies look at community involve-
ment, and we want to do our due 
diligence and involve the commu-
nity and get their feedback,” Miller 
said.

This process could help the 
county greatly multiply its efforts 
to improve local safety, Miller said.

“One of our priorities is replac-
ing low-water crossing, but with 
limited funding available we’ve 

only been able to do two or three a 
year,” Miller said. “There are grant 
funds available that would help us 
to do much more and getting the 
hazard mitigation plan in place is 
an important part of that.”

The process will potentially pro-
vide significant financial benefits 
for the county.

“The return on the taxpayer in-
vestment (for the HMP) is astro-
nomical,” Miller said. “We are ap-
plying for $14.5 million in grants 

and have budgeted $500,000 for 
grant support. If we are able to get 
all of these grants, it would be a 
3000% return for our taxpayers. I 
don’t see how you cannot do that.”

Miller said the county expects 
to be notified within the next 60 
to 90 days which grants they will 
receive.

The county is working to submit 
its HMP to the state this spring.

“The goal is that we have our 
hazard mitigation plan written 

and ready to submit to the state 
for their approval by April 15,” 
Miller said. “The Texas Depart-
ment of Emergency Management is 
involved in the process. They have 
an interest and will give interim 
approval. Then it goes to FEMA 
(the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency) for approval. 

“We are working to see what we 
can do to lessen the impact of di-
saster events before they happen.”

COUNTY
FROM PAGE A1

County youth fair begins soon
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

One of the biggest local events of the year, 
the annual Coryell County Youth Fair, is 
scheduled from Tuesday, Jan. 10 through 
Saturday, Jan. 14. It will showcase the tal-
ents and commitment of local youths and 
give them an opportunity to earn rewards 
and recognition for their efforts.

This year, a record 418 exhibitors are 
scheduled to participate. In 2022, only 362 
exhibitors took part in the event, which 
Keith Smart, president of the Coryell County 
Youth Fair Board of Directors, attributed to 
the lingering effects of COVID-19.

Total number of entries expected in each 
category are:

* Home economics, 1,462
* Ag mechanics, 12
* Angora goats, 19
* Cattle, 26
* Dairy goats, 33
* Market goats, 64
* Horses, 134
* Poultry, 90
* Swine, 91
* Rabbits, 333
* Sheep, 88
There are also 136 pee wee entries from 

children in the first and second grades.
The number of entries is up nearly across 

the board, said Keith Smart, president of the 
Coryell County Youth Fair Board of Direc-
tors.

“Poultry is up a good bit and horses are 
up,” Smart said. “Sheep and pig entries are 
about the same. Rabbits are up a little bit, 
and goats are also up.”

Judging for events will begin at 9 a.m. Jan. 
10, with the home economics category kick-
ing off the competition.

The fair will close with the annual auc-
tion sale, which begins at 6 p.m. Jan. 14. 
Last year, the auction generated more than 
$300,000 in proceeds for participating chil-
dren and teens.

“Community support has stayed strong,” 
Smart said. “We do have a community that 

is very giving. People also do a great show 
of coming to support the youth at the fair.

“I hope people will come out this year and 
watch the shows. We’ll have a good conces-
sion stand and we’re hoping for good weath-
er.”

Coryell County Youth Fair Schedule

Tuesday, Jan. 10
* 9 a.m.-5 p.m., judging of home econom-

ics 
* 9 a.m., check-in for horse show
* 9:30 a.m., horse show judging begins
* Noon, record books for commercial cat-

tle due to superintendent
* 2-4 p.m., arrival of rabbits; weight and 

classify at 5:30 p.m. or when judging is com-
plete

* 6-8 p.m., home economics open to the 
public; country store open for sale of baked 
goods only (except grand and reserve cham-
pion entries)

* 8 p.m., release all baked goods with the 
exception of grand and reserve champion 
entries. These will remain for display. 

Wednesday, Jan. 11
* 8:30 a.m., home economics open to the 

public

* 9 a.m., judging commences in the fol-
lowing order: Meat pens, fryers, breeding 
rabbits (senior, then junior showmanship to 
follow)

* Noon - 5:00 p.m., All other livestock en-
tries can be unloaded into Complex Pavilion

* 5:30-6 p.m., weigh/classify sheep
* 6-6:30 p.m., weigh/classify market 

goats/ commercial does/dairy goats to fol-
low

* 6:45-8 p.m., weigh/classify swine
* 6-7 p.m., weigh/classify market steers/

check heifers

Thursday, Jan. 12
* 8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m., home economics 

division open to the public 
* 10 a.m., judging/interviews for commer-

cial cattle 
* 11:00 a.m., judging commences in the 

following order: Halter classes: breeding 
heifers, market steers to follow halter cattle 
(senior, then junior halter cattle showman-
ship)

* Approximately 2 p.m., judging of Angora 
goats, following Angora show, (senior, then 
junior showmanship to follow)

* Approximately 4 p.m., judging starts for 
breeding sheep, market lambs (senior, then 
junior showmanship to follow)

Friday, Jan. 13
* 7:30 a.m., poultry check-in
* 8:30 a.m. – 6 p.m., home economics open 

to public
* 9 a.m., judging commences in the fol-

lowing order: Poultry – broilers, roasters, 
turkeys (senior, then junior showmanship 
to follow)

* Approximately 11 a.m., goat show (se-
nior, junior doe/billy then billy showman-
ship to follow) 

* Approximately 1 p.m., goats – commer-
cial, market

* 4 p.m., judging commences in the fol-
lowing order: Swine – breeding, market

* Prior to showmanship, Coryell County 
4-H Greased Pig Contest (second-graders 
only) 

* Following pig contest, senior, then ju-
nior swine showmanship

* Following market goats, release of live-
stock auction items with the exception of 
swine, which will be released after the swine 
show. Release of home economics entries 
and pee wee entries

Saturday, Jan. 14
* 9 a.m., pee wee rabbit show (check-in at 

8:30 a.m.)
* 10:30 a.m., pee wee goat show/lamb 

(check in 9:30 a.m.)
* 11:30 a.m., home economics pictures for 

newspaper (grand and reserve only) and all 
home economic auction photos

* 11:45 a.m., all home economic auction 
items including freshly baked goods should 
be placed on auction exhibit table

* 5:30 p.m., announcements, auction dedi-
cation ceremony and special awards

* 6 p.m., auction sale
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The Coryell County Youth Fair is one of the area’s biggest annual events, with hundreds of participants in several categories.
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The Coryell County Youth Fair gives local children and teens an opportunity to showcase their skills in raising livestock and showmanship, and also to dis-
play their talents in the home economics division, with entries ranging from artwork and making clothing to preparing baked goods.
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GOOD LUCK
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Your hard work will 

pay off!

254-248-4142
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GATESVILLE, TX 76528

1910 E. Main, Gatesville

254-865-7333

Good luck at the youth fair!

254-404-3333
hitt.agency@american-national.com

503 E. Main St. in Gatesville

Good Luck!

GatesvilleGatesville

Good Luck
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GOOD LUCK!
All your hard work is 

going to pay off!

2023
Coryell County Youth Fair Participants

CATTLE DRIVE 

4-H

Trysten Altum
Thiele Alvarado
Abigail Ball
Charles Belt
Thomas Belt
Brooke Blanchard
Cash Blanchard
Shelbi Bomar
Steven Bomar
Lane Brookshire
Thomas C. Brook-
shire
Ryli Bryson
Ellie Chumley
Hayes Chumley
Kendal Grazen 
Clarke
Cooper Dickey
Kian Dingianni
Colton Gore
Natalie Gore
Elias Hernandez
Kagen Hunt
Dawson Jaynes
J. Justin Johnson
Hubbard Kinsey
Lilly Kinsey
Savana Lanham
Brayden Minton
Kallyn Moreland
Jagger Newman
Cayla Parrish
Ryah Pearce
Martin Russell
Canyon Smith
Magnolia Street-
man

Mia Suarez
Biloxi Tatum
Ava Underwood
Beckett Under-
wood
Breezy Wall
Kaylee Williams
Ryder Wittie
Royce Wright
Shyla Wright

COPPERAS 

COVER FFA

Cooper Aula-
baugh
Trinity Aulabaugh
Janessa Castillo
Kayla Greenfield
Luke Herr
Cameron 
Lewis
Brittney 
Macmurray
Kyleigh 
Mata
Addison 
Price
Lynsey Robi-
son
Mya Rogers
Mya G. Rogers
Caden Secrest
Hailee Spicer
Lynnsey Terry
Akayla Vaughn
Katielynn Velesky
Peyton Velesky
Shaylee Velesky

CORYELL 4-H 

GUN CLUB

Jack Bussey
Ethan Jones
John Meharg
Troy Ponder

CORYELL 4-H 

HORSE CLUB

Joslin Duncan
Marilyn Duncan
Samantha 
Hadley
Ava Hagen
Irena Murphy
Nikola Mur-
phy

CORYELL CITY 

4-H

Colbi Allison
Costin Allison
Hadleigh Ament
Rylan Bennett
Destiny Cambra
Grace Carothers
Addyson Edwards
Braylynn Fritze

Kinlee Gard-
ner
Rhylee 
E. 
Gardner

Zoee 
Gribble

Madison Hester
Eason Johnson
Elli Kinnear
Jenson Kinnear
Banks Latham
Jakob Leir
Garrett Lovorn
Jacy Toole
Allie Tull
Emma Tull
Miles Tull
Tripp Tull
Raynzlie York

EVANT FFA

Isela Rodriguez
Ludwika Rodri-
guez
Molly Waldrum
Jana Wall
Madison Wilson

FIVE HILLS 4-H

Cooper Anderson
Jonathan Stuart 
Haag
Nicolas Allan 
Haag
Noah Haag
Lana Ledger
Lane Ledger

Brayden Lewis
Andrew Man-
ning

Lucretia Roeh-
rig

Mya G. Rogers
Sabrina Rose
Caitlyn E. Slatton
Jayden Valdez

GATESVILLE 

4-H

Jacy Archie
River Berard
Chloe-Noelle 
Campbell
Colton Caraway
Kylie Jo Caraway
Tiara Elledge
Gavin Gibson
Jessica Gibson
Julia Gibson
Max Jacobs
Noa Jacobs
Chelsea Johnson
Ivan Readett
Presley Shelton
Rachel Strickland
Charlee Sutton
Jami Symank
Samuel Traylor
Caden B. Waters
Logan T. Waters

GATESVILLE 

FFA

Tommy Aaron
Maci Allison
Mackenzie Allison
Davidchad All-
man
Bo Ayers
Lila Ayers
Mya Ayers
Breeze Buckner
Ella Latham
Brianna Petrie
Kaitlin B. Stuard
Carolmarie 
Szustak
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Feed • Animal Health
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Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

EXEX
midtexplumbing@

gmail.com

Proudly supporting our youth!Proudly supporting our youth!

Master License No. 42617

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Personal, friendly dental care that 

will make you SMILE!

220 Memorial Dr. 

(254) 865-7272 

GATESVILLE

FAMILY DENTAL

GENERAL DENTISTRY

TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Roper Talley
Hollianna Tassin
Hailey Wilson

HARD BARGAIN 

4-H

Kelilah Brown
Kentley Brown
Carlie Hale
Stetson Hale
Zayden R. Jackson

HAY VALLEY 

4-H

Caylor Althoff
Clancy Archie
Ashby Barnett
Cooper Blanchard
Romi J. Bomar
Lyla Breckenridge
Raelynn Brecken-
ridge
Fynlee Brown
Waden Brown
Bliss Buckner
Emma Burks
Jeret Burks
Colton Byler
Marcy Conley
Mia Conley
Peter Conley
Taylor Coward
Emma De-
sormeaux
Parker C. Diserens

Kennedy Estes
Harper Goins
Clayton Gregory
Noah Hopson
Zakary Huckabee
Kamdyn Jackson
Hadley Johnson
Sterlynn Johnson
Stryker Johnson
Kace P. Laster
Aubree Long
Lillie Mann
Mattie Mann
Eli Martin
Mackinlee Martin
Paden Martin
Allie McPherson
Anna McPherson
Kinsley McPher-
son
Mary Mitchell
Newt Peveto
Brensyn Pope
Marin Segraves
Jaelee Thornton
Jett Thornton
Judson Thornton
Lilly Timmons
Emily Turner
Kannon Turner
Lash Turner
Jace Watts
Jake Watts
Cole Weaver
Lacy Weaver

Stone Weaver
Callen Webb
Camden Webb
Memphis Wells
Paisley Wells
Makaylie Williams
Mason Williams
Myler Williams
Skyloh Wimberley
Autumn Wolff

HORNET GOLD 

ELEMENTARY

Adelaide Burgan
Beretta Dubay
Harper 
Hitt
Sydnee 
Hitt

Daycee Robles
Ethan Robles
Jaxon Stevens

HORNET GOLD 

INTERMEDIATE

Hannah Ashley
Kelton Baker
Audrey Barron
Preston Barron
Avery Bone
Bella Bone
Cayleigh Coursey
Olivia Hendrix
Natalie Holden

Emery Hopson
Hadley Hop-

son

Charleigh Hunt
Luna Mora
Mia Mora

Jayde Muegge
Malorie Renner
Daycee Robles
Bryson Stevens
Landri Stevens
Anna Bella Walls
Jaxin Walls
Karleigh Wismer
Charles Yarbrough

HORNET GOLD 

JUNIOR HIGH

Alexis Miller
Rogan Smith
Gavin Walls

JONESBORO 4-H

Hunter Beaty
Haven Berg
Sadler Dale Cock-
rell
Paislee Cullar
Saydee Cullar
Eli Eaton
Daniel Edwards
Eden Inman
Eli Inman
Benjamin Lusk
Braidy Lusk
Julie Lusk
Hagen Milam

Haize Milam
Hondo Milam
Antonella Rodri-
guez
Emma-Cookie 
Rodriguez
Leonela Rodriguez
Addie Rueter
Laine Rueter
Brendan S. Sellers
Brynlee Taylor
Emma Treadway
Kenley Turner
Kyleigh Walker
Pete Wallace
Wesley Whisen-
hunt
Rhett White

JONESBORO 

FFA

Layken Benson
Lakensi Blanchard
Linkin Blanchard
Jaycie Brown
Autumn Bruton
Casin Bruton
Nick Byres
Ryder Carothers
Camdyn Christel
Mckenzie Coble
Landree Deats
Lynlee Deats
Jaden Domel
Braxton Dossey

2023
Coryell County Youth Fair Participants
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Locally owned and operated

Hometown banking –
Always putting you first!

117 FM 1996

Oglesby, TX

254-470-2261

3411 E. Main Street

Gatesville, TX

254-865-2783

115 S. Memory Lane

Evant, TX

254-471-5531

GOOD LUCK
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O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

Camera Locator

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar, Owner
RMP M41774

GIVE US A CALL FOR ALL YOUR

PLUMBING NEEDS

Office: (254) 404-2242

Good Luck, Participants!

Larry Riddle

254-248-2205

Joyce McAdams

 254-248-4318

R&M Fencing & Dozing
Barbed Wire • Custom Pipe • Entryways • Corrals • Residential

Game Fencing • Solar Gates • Barns • Dozing • Metal Buildings

FREE ESTIMATES

Good luck!
Good luck to the 
Coryell County 

Youth Fair
Participants!

Braydon Dossey
Pate Foote
Truett Foote
Carson Garvin
Ella Gustin
Hannah Gustin
Trey Harbour
Briar Hill
Carter Janisch
Chase G. Janke
Ralie Key
Madison Manning
Payten Manning
Heiler Martinez
Michella Martinez
Luke Maxwell
Gentri McFarlin
Landri McFarlin
Memory Middle-
brooks
Haleigh Newcomb

Logan Pruett
Rachael Pruett
Baylea Redden
Jaycee Redden
Rylee Retana
Kayleigh Scott
Maddox Stroud
Kaitlin Tatum
Brynlee Taylor
Kyleigh Walker
Kenny Warrick
Leighton Wood

MUDDY BOOTS 

4-H

Kenyon Alexander
Briah Canady
Alhana Collier
Ayden Collier
Jax Cooley
Rylie Cooley

Kamille Davis
Qinah Dean
Ava Escobar
John Escobar
Braxton Harsch
Zane Harsch
Cassia Israel
Judah Israel
Inara Lewis
Caleb Minor
Levi Music
Robert Orman
Sadie Orman
Aaron Parks
Khloee Perez
Corbin Ray
Tasha Rogers
Gavin Rollason
Katelynn Rollason
Charles Varona
Mia Varona
Aaliyah Williams

OGLESBY FFA

Scarlet Aaron
Ayden C. Ander-
son
Ayden Anderson
Paydan Bagley
Tanner Brinkley
Kayson Campbell
Alec Castillo
Rian Chapman

Alianna Chrisner
Dylan Chrisner
Alisa Contreras
Hunter Ewing
Hunter J. Ewing
Sydney Felan
Brodie Fisher
Blayze L. Fisher
Slayton Fisher
Johnny Gomez III
Aiden Gomez
Johnny Gomez
Rylan Hughes
Abigail Insall
Hunter Insall
Drake Leblanc
Lacie Luckie
Jaxon Markum
Ashton McClure
Dylan McClure
Addyson McKown
Cash R. McKown
Autumn Meyers
Hailey Meyers
Chloe Patterson
Brynley Puryear
Gracie Reed
Kelsey Ritchie
Presley Robinson
Josue Rodriguez
Paisley Sanders
Taetym Sanders
Hudson Seymour

Maddison Smith
Gracie Thompson
Allisson Uribe
Collin Walker
Hunter M. Walter
Zarah Wisehart
Couper Wulfkuhle
Judd Wulfkuhle

PECAN GROVE 

4-H

Graham Bay
Greyson Bay
Zianna Cole
Bailey Duncan
Eve Fulton
Corbyn Gnatkow-
ski
Presley Gnatkow-
ski
Ryder Gnatkowski

Riot Hix
Ruckus Hix
Claire Kunkel
Klein Kunkel
Lynch Kunkel
Tinsley Richard-
son
Tripp Richardson
Tyler Richardson
Adalyn Shelton
Logan Simmons
Bobbi Tubbs
Bailey Wolff
Jozie Wolff

2023
Coryell County Youth Fair Participants
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I know when I open the 
search engine on my com-
puter, the screen is flooded 
with promotions for weight 
loss. If we all had a dollar 
for every person who starts 
a diet on Jan. 1, we could 
all go to Belize and sit on 
the beach with nothing to 
do but figure out how we 
are going to spend all that 
money. Talk of weight loss 
is everywhere! Seems like 
every advertiser ramps up 
its promotions, attempting 
to get a piece of the weight 
loss sales dollar, as millions 
of people resolve to take 
better care of themselves. 
Goodness knows I could 
stand to lose some weight, 
but I cannot help but think 
most of the “resolutions” 
will be gone and forgotten 
by the time the first March 
wind blows.

I am making lots of plans 
for 2023, but I resist call-
ing them resolutions. To 
me they are goals, and the 
only way I know to achieve a 
goal is to dig in, go to work 
and strive to get to where I 
want to be. I am upbeat and 
encouraged about a great 
many things at work as well 
as in my personal life. I am 
convinced 2023 is going to 
be one of the best years of 
my life.

Perhaps I feel that way 
because I am a little older, 
and I realize my time keeps 
drawing shorter. If I do not 
hit my goals soon, I might 
not ever attain them. Some-

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

How do you start the 
new year?
SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a newspaper publisher, an actor, au-
thor, playwright, performer and entertainment pro-
ducer/promoter.

T
he start of the new year gives cause for 

a lot of self-reflection. In many cases a 

survey of the past and frequently a pro-

jection for the future.

times a man doesn’t want to 
think he lost; he simply ran 
out of time, and the game 
simply ended before he has 
the last chance to bat and 
go ahead. Makes one think 
about putting off things one 
wants to accomplish. Per-
haps it creates an interest-
ing challenge, doesn’t it?

One goal I have set for 
myself is to finish another 
book. I have something I 
have been working on called 
“Tales from the Trail.” It is 
a collection of short stories 
similar in style and tenor 
to my column. My goal is to 
have it for sale this fall, pri-
or to the Christmas season. I 
will keep you posted when it 
is available, because I think a 
lot of you will really enjoy it. 
Having the freedom to tell a 
story without the restriction 
of the size of a newspaper 
column makes for a better 
story. Some are funny, some 
are poignant, and others will 
touch somewhere deep in-
side you. You readers keep 
my feet to the fire to get this 
task completed!

As I look back at life, I 
know I can’t change the 
times when I have failed; 
where I fell short or disap-
pointed myself and others. 
Still, I think it is positive to 
remember those times and 
situations. By doing so, per-
haps we are not as likely to 
step into the same “snare.” 
The tough part of look-
ing back is accepting those 
shortcomings and lessons 

learned without hanging 
your head or thinking a “life 
lesson” learned is a “life sen-
tence.”

This year, I will spend 
more time with friends. I 
will be sure to take every 
opportunity to be kind and 
forgiving to those in need. 
I will give my family all the 
attention they deserve, and 
I will support those at work 
with kind words and the op-
portunity to reach their own 
goals.

My hope for all of you is 
to be excited about the life 
we are living, mindful of 
your choices, and thank-
ful for all you have. Don’t 
set a goal that drives you 
away from all you treasure, 
or keeps you from enjoying 
“the ride” as you go through 
life. It is a long road, and it 
takes a whole lot of turns in 
the road to get to the end. 
Together we can all make it.

I think 2023 is going to be 
one heck of a “party.”

Thought for the day: there 
are far better things ahead 
than what we leave behind.

Until next time, I will be 
riding the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260

Houston

COURTESY PHOTO

Bud and Lauralee Jenkins

Jenkins to celebrate 50th anniversary
Bud and Lauralee Jenkins will be feted with a luncheon to celebrate their 50th wed-

ding anniversary on Jan. 7, 2023, at Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen in Austin.  
Bud Jenkins and the former Lauralee Small were married on January 6, 1973, at Col-

lege Avenue Baptist Church in McGregor with the Reverend Dewey Baldwin officiating.  
Bud and Lauralee have two sons, Bobby Jenkins and wife, Melissa, of Gatesville and 

Tim Jenkins and wife, Darcie, of San Antonio. They have two grandsons and one great-
granddaughter.  

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church in Gates-
ville will be celebrating 
its 75th anniversary as a 
church on Feb. 12, 2023.  
Bishop Joe S. Vasquez, the 
Bishop of the Diocese of 
Austin, will come and cel-
ebrate Mass at Our Lady of 
Lourdes at 1108 West Main 
St. in Gatesville with the pa-
rishioners and anyone who 
would like to attend.

After the Mass there will 
be a celebration at 1 p.m. at 
the Gatesville Civic Center 
with a meal, entertainment, 
social time, children’s 
games, a talent show, and 

Loteria (Spanish BINGO). 
There will also be an Our 
Lady of Lourdes History 
Book and Directory avail-
able for $35 per copy.  

Our Lady of Lourdes Par-
ish was established in 1943 
as a mission church under 
St. Mary’s in Lampasas. 
It was the first Catholic 
Church in Coryell County.  
Five years later, Bishop 
Reicher designated Our 
Lady of Lourdes a separate 
parish with the respon-
sibility of ministering to 
the Catholics at the State 
School for Boys in Gates-
ville. The parish also served 

the many Catholics in the 
military who were stationed 
at Fort Hood during World 
War II.  

The church would like 
to invite the public to the 
celebration.  They are en-
couraging those who want 
to attend the meal to pur-
chase meal tickets ahead 
of time at the cost of $5 
each so that a head count 
can be taken. Tickets may 
be purchased after Sunday 
Masses, or you may call the 
church office at 254-865-
6710 for more information.

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
to celebrate 75th anniversary Feb. 12

Members of The Morris 
Federation will have their 
first meeting of the new 
year on Saturday, Jan. 14, 
at 10:15 a.m. in the James 
Coryell Room of the Cory-
ell Museum and Historical 
Center.

Marriage licenses filed 
during December 2022 in 
the Coryell County Clerk’s 
Office included:

L.D. Doty and Gladys 
Hoppe; Charlie Fredrish and 
Ottilie Leugefeld; Branda 
Nicole Orians and Patricia 
Ann Weir; Kirk Lee Jones 
and Cheyenne Autumn 
Bray; Dewey Logan Wright 
and Alisen Paige Ingram; 
Arthur Louis Tovar II and 
Beverly Ann Bivolcic; Dun-
can Danley Kleshick and Va-
larie Melssa-Rashelle Davis; 
Martin Guadalupe Pelayo III 

and Kimberly Ashley Rivera; 
Alexander Jude Guerra and 
Abby Mia Elizabeth Harviel; 
Levi Dylan Smith and Baylei 
Madison Alvarado; Dylan 
Lawrence Buete and Heidy 
Ruby Navarro Nieves; Tyler 
Logan Lewis and Rachel Lo-
pez; Katrina Louise Pacheco 
and Jessica Denise Acevedo; 
Michael Pacquing Viloria 
and Simona Niedvaraite; 
Philip Rodriguez III and Lin-
da Renee Jackson; Bryan Na-
thaniel Valentin and Jenni-
fer M. Littllewolfe Campbell; 
Steven Brodie Frayer and 

Pamela Jean Dorothy Gregg 
Samuel Vera and Alexxis 
Jade Smith; Robert Michael 
Talley and Kodi Lee Wiley; 
Tristan Anthony Perez and 
Rachel Vanessa Hernandez; 
Josiah Ethan Goodsby and  
Isabella Dawn Garrett; Brian 
Wade Pierce and Crystal Lee 
Yurisich; Geoffreon Edward 
Barbee and Autumn Oksana 
Goryance Anton; James Al-
len Howry III and Madison 
May Elizabethann Warren; 
and John Joseph Lawrence 
and Terri Lynn Jackson.

December marriage licenses filed at 
Coryell County Courthouse

Morris Federation to meet Jan. 14
The program, titled, 

“Things Seniors Need to 
Know,” will be presented 
by David Myers, Clinical 
Social Worker Specialist in 
Gatesville. Myers has more 
than seven years of diverse 
experiences, especially in 

Clinical Social Work, and he 
cooperates with many other 
doctors and specialists in 
the medical group at Coryell 
County Memorial Hospital 
Authority.

 One solution was radio. 
“People in rural areas de-
pend on radio,” she said.  
“It’s a perfect medium for 
libraries to use.”  

She managed to get a gov-
ernment grant to launch the 
program.  It started in the 
community of Pottsboro, 
60 miles from Denton.  “We 
met with the library staff 
and residents to find out 
what they would like to 
learn more about.  Students 
got involved and the thing 

that was mentioned most 
was raising chickens.  They 
decided to interview experts 
in the business and create 
a 4-segment series of radio 
programs, each about 8 or 9 
minutes long.  These would 
be on the library’s web site, 
with the ultimate goal of get-
ting them on radio stations.”

Dr. Evans sent me the 4 
segments on raising chick-
ens.  They all start with a 
young voice saying, “Wel-
come to a chicken fact 

broadcast brought to you by 
the egg-ceptional Pottsboro 
Area Library and Raise Up 
Radio.”  Dr. Evans said the 
heart of the program is get-
ting community members 
together, exploring different 
topics and then creating au-
dio programs.  “We want the 
programs to be meaningful 
to the communities.”

Grant money is available 
for libraries to get audio 
production equipment.  “We 
have a tool kit for libraries 

who want to do this.”  
The students who did the 

programs in Pottsboro were 
in grades 4 through 12.  
Some parents got involved 
and learned something 
themselves.  “We had a mom 
and her teenage daughter 
who were part of the pro-
gram.  The daughter was 
really interested in learning 
about chickens, but the mom 
was actually interested in 
learning about podcasting 
and audio production.”

Some libraries that signed 
up for the program are doing 
oral histories, getting stories 
and experiences from older 
residents, and exploring how 
the school systems and oth-
er entitles got started.  Dr. 
Evans said that to keep in-
terest up, each segment has 
a science experiment that 
families can do together.  
“We’ll be exploring how to fit 
an egg into a bottle,” said the 
student narrator.

Sarah said it took about 
three months to get the proj-
ect started.  “There was re-
ally a lot of excitement about 
it.  A couple of family mem-
bers asked, ‘when will we do 
another series of programs 
and what are they going to 
be about?’”

She said that so many 
good things have come 

from Raise Up Radio. “Kids 
get experience in meeting 
different people and inter-
viewing them, then editing 
the recorded interviews and 
producing a finished audio 
product.”

Raise up Radio becoming a popular way to share information
TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith is a newspaper columnist and radio producer

S
o many good things developed during the COVID pandemic.  One of them originated at the Uni-

versity of North Texas in Denton and is called Raise Up Radio.  Dr. Sarah Evans, an ex-librarian, 

was visiting with her colleagues about ways to increase sharing information from libraries in 

small communities during the shutdown. 

Smith
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GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST
 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: 3835 CR 
127, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 
Elder, Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 
5 miles south of Pearl, 4555 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 4th Sunday each 
month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
 CANAAN BAPTIST CHURCH: Jim Keever, senior 
pastor; 177 Coryell City Road, Crawford; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob 
Phillips, pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 
a.m.; Wednesday evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Dane 
Barron, pastor; 200 Live Oak Street, Evant; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., adult Bible study 6 p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ and youth Bible study 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: 9775 
TX-36, Gatesville; Sunday School 9 a.m.; Sunday 
Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study 
7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: 
912 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 
a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: 120 
College Ave., Oglesby, Tx 76561; Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am; Wednesday evenings – supper at 5:40 pm, Kids 
& Youth Group 6:00 pm, Prayer meeting 6:00 pm; 
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH:  Michael 
Bragdon, Pastor; 2819 South Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay 
Valley Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am.  AWANA children’s ministry Sunday evening 
5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible Study for men and women 
on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; 11420 North State Hwy. S, Jonesboro; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36, Gates-
ville; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 
11:00 a.m., Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible 
Study Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., morning worship 10:30 
a.m., Wed. evening Adult, Youth and Children’s Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt 
Fuessel,  pastor; 6319 US-84, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 

11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, 
pastor; 7505 FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH: 2082 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Sunday morning worship 10 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 6545 FM 
107. Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 P IDCOKE BAPTIST CHURCH:  Dona ld 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship 
service 11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris 
Post, Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north 
of Evant, Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: 875 FM-
932, Purmela; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 
14th, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday school 
9:30 a.m.,   Sunday morning worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday services - Wednesday evening worship 
7 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Drive, Gatesville; Sunday Services; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Sam Crosby, 
Pastor; 1506 West Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:50 
a.m. Wednesday night services - activities for adults, 
youth, and children 6:30 p.m. Email: trinitybctx2@
centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon 
Crosby, Pastor; 8120 FM 182, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Interim Pastor: 
Eddie Taylor; 1102 West Main Street, Gatesville; 
Sunday School  10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 
10 a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH: Bruce Cox, 
pastor. Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m. 642 CR 320. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. MOUND COWBOY 
CHURCH Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday services - morn-
ing worship 9 a.m., Sunday school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 
Inside: 3075 FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. For more 
info. and location, call 254-865-5908.
 CATHOLIC
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. 
(Spanish Mass), Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. and Wednesday through Friday at 7:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; 104 Cedar Ridge, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 

worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, 
Preacher; 310 West Brooks Drive, Evant; Sunday 
services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:20 
a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: 4605 St. 
Hwy. 36 South, Gatesville; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin 
Hall, minister; 2417 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., morning service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main, 
Gatesville; clases y servicios en Español, 10:00 
a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study, 10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Bible Study; Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-
3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: 6790 FM 183, 
Pearl; Sunday services - morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD
 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 
State School Road, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
morning worship 11 a.m. www.facebook.com/pages/
cornerstone/140632994733

LUTHERAN
 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. 
in Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST.  JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. 
Christopher Richman, PhD; 10801 FM 929, Gatesville, 
Coryell City; Sunday services - Morning worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114, The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 
Sunday services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles 
north of Ireland on FM 932.
 EVANT METHODIST CHURCH: 235 US-
281,Evant, Dennis Dutton, Pastor; Sunday morning 
worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF GATESVILLE: 
2600 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: 
Meal at 5:30 p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible 
Studies at 6:00 p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 6:30 p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org 
for more information.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Kent 
Berry, pastor; 109 College Street, Oglesby; Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:00 a.m.
 PIDCOKE METHODIST CHURCH: Bill Jones, 
Pastor; Hwy. 116 North, Pidcoke; Worship service 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON
 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
services -Sacrament services 10  a.m., Sun. School 
10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 

Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel 
Crowther, Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday Worship services  9am & 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday services 6pm; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry and C3 Student Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran 
Belknap III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 
FM 182, Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. 
Brandy Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. 407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, Gatesville.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 
11:00 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 
7 p.m. 2518 Bridge St., Gatesville, 254-392-9472.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 
10:30 a.m. & Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 
p.m. at Gateway Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road, 
Gatesville.
 GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US 
Hwy. 84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH: Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 
11th Street, Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning 
worship 11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries 
(Men, Women, children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a 
TDC and state approved 12-step recovery program 
meets Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune 
La Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 Block of East Main 
Street, Gatesville.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 
9:45 a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday 
services - 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study at 7:00 p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 
183, Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, 
pastor; 3412 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
service 11 a.m., Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy 
Skiles, pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship 
services - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm; www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-
1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN 
CHRIST: Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 514 N. 13th 
Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., weekly services, Wed. 
Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., Wed. night service, 
7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS AL HOGAR DE DIOS: Horario 
de servicios: Domingos a partir de las 2:00 p.m. 
Te esperamos! 6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville, Texas 
76528.

WESLEYAN
 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 3.5 
miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m., Bible 
study Sundays at 5 p.m. www.coryellvalleytexas.com. 

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL
 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: 
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday  Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service @9:45 a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty 
& Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.

THIS SPACE IS 

AVAILABLE.
Call 254-865-5212.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014

www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

Ten Tips for a Better Life in the 

New Year
Whether you have given up on New Year’s resolutions or 

are chomping at the bit to put your new self-tracking device 

into operation, there are many simple and easy ways to 

improve your life in the New Year. Here are ten tips that 

will make your life happier and healthier this year:

1. Smile more, even when you don’t feel like it.

2. Do something nice for someone every day.

3. Start and end your day by remembering what you have 

to be thankful for.

4. Protect your health—it’s your most cherished asset, and 

without it nothing else matters.

5. Save something for a rainy day; you’ll be glad you did 

when you need it.

6. Learn something new every day; knowledge is power.

7. Exercise every day, even if it’s only going for a short 

walk.

8. Cultivate your friendships and remember that friendships 

don’t grow in isolation.

9. Cultivate better relationships with your family.

10. Cultivate a good relationship with God; pray and read 

scripture daily.

Over the coming weeks, we will examine each of these tips 

in more detail, giving practical advice on how to make them 

part of our everyday lives. – Christopher Simon

“Rejoice always, pray continually, 

give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus.” 

—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NIV
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Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok.
Ben Roberts, 254-248-4707 
or 254-865-5754. 
00029821

Registered Black Angus 
Bulls, 18-24 months.
Contact 254-749-5749.
00029791

032

Miscellaneous
 

Firewood for Sale
$275 A Cord delivered
254-386-6120
00029804 

EXPERIENCED AR-
CHITECTURAL SHEET 
METAL MECHANICS 

NEEDED
Come be a part of our TEAM 
and build your Career with 
our outstanding 80-year-old, 
well-established company!!!
* Must have at least 5 years 
of experience and must have 
experience in sheet metal fab-
rication.
* Must have valid driver’s 
license and clear driving re-
cord. Email resumé lfuller@
jroof.com 00029813

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC
Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 00029588

 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES:

Holiday Decorating, Christ-
mas Light Installation, 

Tree Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, Moving Services. 
254-239-8842, John 3:16

Like us on Facebook

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Lloyd, (254)223-3287. 
 

 

APPLY AT WWW.HILLSIDEML.COM
For more info. call Administrator Michael Beasley, 254-865-7575

• Night shift nurses, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

• Laundry, M-F 2:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.; 

weekends 6:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m. 

• Night shift CNAs, 6 p.m.-6 a.m.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and 

Surrounding Counties

Infection Prevention:
• BSN-RN – FT; Preferable 

Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT

– FT

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT

EMS:
– FT

*$8,000 BONUS

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – FT Nights 

*$10,000 BONUS
• RN – PRN all shifts
• ED Admission Clerk – FT,

Thurs. thru Sat. 7pm-7am

Health Information 
Management:

LAB:

some weekends

Material Management:  

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT 
Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• PACU RN – FT 

*$10,000 BONUS

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Nurse Aide for Texas

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and Resi-
dential, Free Estimates

254-466-5128
00029817

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates, Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835.

015

Farm & Ranch

037

Help Wanted

017

Livestock

037

Help Wanted

COMMERCIAL ROOF-
ING PRODUCTION 

MANAGER
Supervise and train field fore-
men, helpers, and subcontrac-
tors. 
Manage project process from 
initial scheduling through to 
completion.
* Review all new project con-
tracts for accuracy.
* Create project work orders 
for field crews and order nec-
essary materials.
* Schedule and coordinate 
any specific project equip-
ment needed.
* Ensure each roof repair or 
installation meets standards 
work, safety, efficiency, and 
according to manufacturer’s 
specifications.
* Consistent and clear com-
munication with customers 
throughout project process.
* Ensure compliance with all 
company rules, policies, and 
procedures.
* Resolve complaints and 
project issues in a timely man-
ner.
* Review field timesheets and 
completed work orders for 
completion and accuracy
* Review and approve all in-
voices related to projects and 
production
* Review completed project 
files and turn in for final bill-
ing.
* Perform project close-out 
process.
* Additional tasks as as-
signed.
Email resumé lfuller@jroof.
com.
00029815

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

060

Garage Sale

We are hiring 20 + Experi-
enced Commercial Roofers, 
Experienced Metal Framers 
and Immediately for full-time 
employment.  Experienced in 
multiple types of Commercial 
roofing systems. 

$500 HIRING BONUS AF-
TER 1ST WEEK OF EM-
PLOYMENT!

Email resumé to lfuller@
jroof.com

00029814

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Nurse Aide for Texas

Featuring CANDLE ITEMS Tues, 01/10-Sat, 01/14! The Boys 
& Girls Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main. Tuesday-Friday, 
8a.m.-5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-3p.m. 00029799

099

Public Notices

060

Garage Sale

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

TO DISCUSS OGLESBY ISD

State Financial Accountability Rating

OGLESBY ISD will hold

a public meeting

at 6:00 PM on the 19th of January, 2023

in the Oglesby ISD Board Room at

125 College Ave

Oglesby, TX 76561

The purpose of this meeting

is to discuss Oglesby ISO

rating on the state’s

Financial accountability system

099

Public Notices

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to 

the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise “any 

preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, 

religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or 

an intention, to make any such preference, limitation or dis-

crimination.” Familial status includes children under the age 

of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women 

and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising 

for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 

hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 

are available on an equal opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free 

telephone number for the hearing impaired is 

1-800-927-9275.



6:07 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 200 
block of S. 34th Street.

Coryell County
Sheriff’s Office
Dec. 28

12:24 a.m., a minor ac-
cident was reported in the 
1700 block of FM 215.

1:20 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 900 
block of CR 188.

3:16 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
500 block of Rock Creek.
Dec. 29

10:38 a.m., illegal dump-
ing was reported in the 2900 
block of Moccasin Bend 
Road.

12:38 p.m., deadly conduct 
was reported in the 3000 
block of Straws Mill Road.

3:31 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2800 block of 
CR 137.

4:41 p.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 3800 
block of FM 1783.
Dec. 30

2:17 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported 
on Tablerock and Harmon 
Roads.

5:02 p.m., a grass fire was 
reported on Hwy. 36.

7:02 p.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 100 
block of Julia Drive.

9:22 p.m., a stolen vehi-
cle was reported in the 300 
block of Valley View Drive.
Dec. 31

2:20 a.m., an assault was 
reported at the corner of 
Hwy. 84 and FM 116.

1:10 p.m., a major accident 
was reported on FM 116 at 
FM 1783.

decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 

-
vice: tree trimming, removal 

decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
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STEVE PETTIT

Gatesville Fire Chief Billy Vaden

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

WE NEED A HOME! CALL 254-865-2226 FOR INFO.

bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For 
Appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

45th Annual

Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 
January 21, 2023 • 12:00 Noon

El Campo Livestock Exchange, El Campo, TX

100 Bulls • 250 FEMAlEs
www.cattlemansale.com

   Adrian Knight     Kelly Conley  Colt Adams 
   TX Lic #11102    TX Lic #9558     TX Lic #17836
    903-452-7591    903-850-3449     361-920-1618

Jed Gribble
Owner

Jed Gribble Sand & Gravel

Jednheather@aol.com  P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

w 2/1 brick home, 560 W Hwy. 84, Evant, TX. Recently painted, updated shower, 
garage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500
w 1.064 acres, 4/2 Doublewide Home, 509 W Brooks Dr., Evant, TX. Open floor plan, 
fireplace, island in kitchen, garden tub, walk-in closet, 2-car carport, shed. $168,500
w 10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8, Phase 5, Rio Escondido Subdivision. Good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated subdivision. $119,900
w 10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85, Phase 4, Rio Escondido. Rolling Terrain, 
good tree cover, good views. $129,500
w 10.01 acres, Lot 20, Phase 4, Rio Escondido, north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000
w 10.01 acres, Lot 28, Phase 4, Rio Escondido, north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000
w 10.01 acres, Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision, Lot No. 53, Langford 
Branch. Nice home site, scattered tree cover, native pasture. $225,000
w 11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County. Good tree cover, nice home site, the 
property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500
w 11.64 acres, 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County. Nice porch, large 
master bedroom and bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy. 281 frontage. 
$850,000
w 20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County, Lot No. 21, Mulberry Creek.
rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000
w 20.02 acres, Evant, TX PR 42107, Hamilton County, Lot 43, Phase 6, Rio Escon-
dido. Rolling terrain, good tree cover, season creek. $265,000.
w 21 acres south of Evant TX, CR 154 W, Coryell County. Rolling terrain, scatted tree 
cover, good views, electricity running across the property. $252,000
w 25 acres west of Purmela, TX on CR 181. Stock tank, good exterior fencing on 3 
sides, 1 side will need to be fenced, coastal and native grasses. $275,000
w 25.06 acres, Pottsville, TX Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision, Lot 31. 
Rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, great views. $275,000
w 33.43 acres near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage. Rolling 
terrain, good views. $295,000
w 36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. Scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well. $387,000
w 47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 3 
sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000
w 50.07 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County, CR 154. Rolling terrain, 
good tree cover and good views. $425,000
w 50.28 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County, CR 154. Rolling terrain, 
good tree cover, good views, electricity on northeast corner of property. $425,000
w 50.24 acres, 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419, Evant, TX. Rolling terrain, 40% being 
good tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000
w 52.73 acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. 1 water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain, 2 tanks, good fences. $899,000
w  68.9 acres, 3/2.5 rock home 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, TX. Approx. 2900 ft. of 
Leon River frontage, ceramic tile floors, carpet in the bedrooms, vaulted ceiling, rock 
fireplace, granite countertops, breakfast bar, garden tub, metal building approx. 45 ft 
x 24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank, approx. 48 acres 
of coastal. $1,375,000
w 74.264 acres west of Purmela, TX, FM 1241 & CR 181. Stock tank, barn, cattle 
pens, good exterior fencing. approx. 65 acres with coastal & native grasses. $556,980
w 88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, electricity, 1 tank, 
seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000
w 100.054 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County. Rolling terrain, good tree 
cover, good views, Electric on property. $850,000
w 105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch, barn, rain harvest system. $743,775
w 179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX. FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000
w 252.87 acres, 3 Br, 2 Ba home, open floor plan, wood burning fireplace, breakfast 
bar, ceramic tile in kitchen, breakfast area & bathrooms. Lamanite wood flooring in 
living room & carpet in 2 bedrooms, inground pool with slab that was pour for a future 
outdoor kitchen, 3 car attached carport with 12 ft. x 13 ft. storage building, a 60 ft. x 
66 ft. metal building with 24 ft. x 60 ft. lean-to, there is also approx. 900 sq. ft. that has 
been framed out for living quarters inside the main part of the building, good exterior 
& interior fencing, set of cattle pens near the center of the property, rolling terrain with 
scattered tree cover and great views. $2,150,000

City of Gatesville
Police Department
Dec. 28

4:00 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of Pecan Drive.

12:28 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 300 
block of N. 10th Street.

3:11 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 600 block of 
Straws Mill Road.

9:21 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 200 block of 
N. 8th Street.
Dec. 29

8:37 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
3000 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.

4:19 p.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 1600 
block of W. Main Street.

5:07 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 5400 
block of FM 107.

6:16 p.m., an intoxicated 
driver was reported in the 
15000 block of E. Hwy. 36.
Dec. 30

1:36 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 100 
block of Magaldi Street.

4:44 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 2800 block of 
S. State Hwy. 36.

5:02 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 7000 
block of N. State Hwy. 36.

11:50 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2400 
block of Osage Road.
Dec. 31

4:04 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 1900 block of 
N. State Hwy. 36.

10:36 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 800 
block of Jack Butler Road.

11:18 p.m., a hit and run 

The following is a partial breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of December 28 – January 
3. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other calls to the police department 
should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

accident was reported in the 
300 block of Old Waco Road.
Jan. 1

5:52 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 4000 block of 
FM 182.

3:30 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 1900 
block of CR 138.

6:51 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2300 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

11:40 p.m., animal cru-
elty was reported in the 100 
block of E. Leon Street.
Jan. 2

12:12 a.m., a noise dis-
turbance was reported in 
the 1800 block of Saunders 
Street.

5:02 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1400 
block of Saunders Street.

6:45 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2400 block of Osage Road.
Jan. 3

1:04 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 2400 
block of E. Main Street.

11:07 a.m., a vehicle fire 
was reported in the 2400 
block of Business Hwy. 36.

5:58 p.m., a vehicle fire was 
reported in the 1500 block of 
Golf Course Road.

5:10 p.m., a stolen vehi-
cle was reported in the 100 
block of High Mesa Drive.

11:38 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in the 
800 block of CR 337.
Jan. 1

12:56 a.m. an out-of-con-
trol child was reported in 
the 200 block of Jack Butler 
Road.

1:00 p.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 2100 block of 
CR 127.

4:35 p.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 2100 block of 
CR 258.

6:58 p.m., a suspicious ve-
hicle was reported on S. Hwy. 
36 and River Oaks.
Jan. 2

9:38 a.m., a stolen vehicle 
was reported in the 200 
block of Lazy Ridge Drive.

11:15 p.m., a possible fire 
was reported in the 8500 
block of FM 182.

12:40 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
1100 block of Holden Loop.

8:25 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
4300 block of FM 1113.

10:16 p.m., a prowler was 
reported in the 4100 block of 
FM 929.
Jan. 3

8:19 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 500 
block of E. Leon Street.

11:15 a.m., a case of fraud 
was reported in the 7100 
block of CR 142.

3:04 p.m., the theft of 
a firearm was reported in 
the 1200 block of Lutheran 
Church Road.

5:45 p.m., trespassing was 
reported in the 12000 block 
of FM 929.

DISPATCH

BILLY VADEN
Fire Chief
Gatesville Fire Department

In 2022, Texas experienced 
one of the most severe wild-
fire seasons in more than 
a decade. The Texas A&M 
Forest Service and local fire 
departments responded to 
more than 11,000 wildfires 
across the state, covering 
645,000 acres. 

Locally, in 2022, Coryell 
County experienced 248 
grass and brush fires. Total 
responses by all nine coun-
ty fire departments totaled 
1,019 in unincorporated 
Coryell County. July was the 
busiest month with 168 total 
calls. The Holley Gun Range 
fire totaled 98 acres and 
took four days to completely 
extinguish due to the cedar 
tree coverage. Texas Forest 
Service provided air support 
and manpower for this fire. 
The other stubborn fire ac-
crued in early July in 9300 
block of FM 107 in heavy 
thicket of Cedar trees. Cov-
ering only about 40 acres it 
took 3 days to suppress the 
fire. 

June 24 had a 30-acre 

Fighting fire in Coryell County, 2022
grass fire on CR 100. July 
14 a 40-acre fire on CR 139.  
Most of the other fires in Co-
ryell County were 20 acres or 
less. There were many 5- to 
10-acre fires. The fire on Fort 
Hood that threatened the 
Flat community burned only 
a small area off of Ft Hood. 
It did destroy many fences 
on the border. Fort Hood 
has been putting a wide, 
clean barrier between Fort 
Hood and private property 
and have done many control 
burns, cleaning up problem 
areas. 

In March multi-county 
departments assisted Mills 
County with a 3,000-acre 
fire. Again in late March we 
assisted Bell County with a 
stubborn 150-acre fire close 
to county line. 

Many of the grass fires 
were started by welding and 
grinding and trash burning. 
The year 2022 took a heavy 
toll on fire department bud-
gets, and the main reason 
was the cost of diesel. At 
the Gatesville Fire Depart-
ment we spent $34,000 in 
fuel compared to $14,000 
the previous year. All fire 
departments experienced a 
large increase in fuel costs. 

With no way to acquire extra 
funds everyone had to defer 

equipment upgrades and 
purchases.

Centex Crime Stoppers 
can use your help in solv-
ing a case of DUTY UPON 
STRIKING A FIXED OBJECT. 
On 12/31/2022 at approxi-
mately 11:30 p.m. an un-
known person driving a dark 
color, newer model, Dodge 
Ram pickup truck left the 

roadway, striking a chain-
link fence and mailbox in the 
300 block of Old Waco Road.  
The driver caused damage to 
the property. No suspect de-
scription is available. 

If you have information 
about any case or any lo-
cal crime, call Centex Crime 

Stoppers 24 hours a day at 
254-865-8477 (TIPS) or visit 
our website at www.Cent-
excrimestoppers.org or by 
downloading the “P3” mobile 
app available on both the 
Apple app store and Google 
Play Store. You never have to 
give your name, and if your 

information leads to an ar-
rest, you may be eligible for 
a cash reward.

Crime Stoppers, citizens, 
police, and the news media 
working together can make 
our community a safer place 
to live. Together we can 
make a difference.

Centex Crime Stoppers seeking information 
on driver involved in damage to property



Mary is survived by her 
daughters, Susan Blaser, 
Kristy Stockman, Alison Bry-
ant; sons, Justin Estredge 
and wife, Stephanie, Eric 
Klecka  and wife, Barbie; sis-
ters, Deborah Hamilton and 
spouse, Larry Locke, Brenda 
Watson and husband, Joe, 
Kimberly West and husband, 
Curtis; brothers, David Ham-
ilton and wife, Karen, Jim-
my Hamilton and wife, Liz; 
grandchildren, Austin, Ary-
annah, Isabelle, Alex, Gracie, 
Jacob, Aaron, Travis, Zach-
ary, Ethan, Nathan, Hank, 
Gavin, Gracie; and many 
nieces and nephews.

ROY (RED)
DANIELS
Sept. 12, 1960 – Dec. 27, 2022

Roy (Red) Daniels, passed 
away on Tuesday, December 
27, 2022, in Gatesville.

Roy Cleaveland Daniels, II 
was born on September 12, 

MARY ELLA 
DANIELS
Aug. 14, 1961 – Dec. 10, 2022

Mary Daniels passed away 
on Saturday, December 10, 
2022, in Palestine.

Mary Ella Daniels was born 
on August 14, 1961, to the 
late Alfred Wayne and Daisy 
Mae Jones Hamilton.  She 
grew up and went to school 
in Oglesby, graduating from 
Gatesville High School in 
1979.  She later earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in business administration, 
that she was very proud of 
from Kaplan University at 
the age of 57.  She married 
Roy (Red) Cleaveland Dan-
iels, II on January 13, 1997. 
Mary was a waitress for 40-
plus years at local restau-
rants, she loved her job and 
the relationships that she 
built over the years with cus-
tomers. She loved her chil-
dren and grandchildren very 
much and considered her 
mom her best friend.  She 
also loved gardening, fish-
ing, and canning.  She was 
a member of Pearl Country 
Church.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; grandpar-
ents, Louis Hamilton, Emma 
Harvel, Odel and Violet 
Jones; and a brother, Michael 
Clarke.
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The Turnersville Com-
munity Center will hold 
its quarterly meeting on 
Monday, Jan. 16, at 6 p.m. 
The meeting is scheduled 
to take place at the com-
munity center and will be 

open to the public.  Elec-
tion of new officers is one 
item on the agenda.

The community center 
is a family-friendly gath-
ering place for recreation, 
education, and the arts. It 

OBITUARIES

GENE ARNOLD
June 8, 1942 – Dec. 16, 2022

Gene Arnold, age 80, of 
Gatesville, passed away Fri-

day, December 16, 2022, sur-
rounded by his loving family. 

Gene was born June 8, 
1942, in Gatesville, to the 
late R.M. (Bob) and Birdie 
Tippit Arnold. He was a life-
time resident of Gatesville 
and attended Gatesville High 
School, Class of 1960. Gene 
was a jack of all trades pro-
fessionally. His passions 
throughout his life included 
golfing, deer hunting, and 
drinking coffee with friends. 
He loved his pets, especially 
riding his mules at Parrie 
Haynes Equestrian Center, 
even at the age of 80.  He had 
a gentle and kind soul who 
made a lasting impression 
on most everyone he crossed 
paths with.  He was a de-
voted member of the Johnny 
Watkins Sunday School Class 
in Gatesville. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and a son, 
Bradley Arnold.

Gene is survived by his 
wife, Suzie Dyer Arnold; 
daughters, Gena Kerins and 
husband, Doug, Dawn Hold-
en Pratt and husband, David; 
brother, Bobby Arnold and 
wife, Carol; grandchildren, 
Douglas Kerins, Mary Kate 
Kerins and husband, Brahim 
Farah, Robert Kerins, Landon 
Holden and partner, Camer-
on Lyons, Lane Holden, Madi-
lyn Holden, Latham Loecken 
and Jace Pratt.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily has requested that memo-
rials be made to the Johnny 
Watkins Sunday School 
Class, c/o Jerry Giebler, 7915 
East U.S. Hwy. 84, Gatesville, 
TX 76528.

1960, in Jacksonville, Florida 
to the late Roy Cleaveland 
Daniels, I and Sally Tingen 
Daniels.  He entered the Unit-
ed States Army at a young 
age and served in Iraq. He 
was a Purple Heart recipient 
and retired after thirty years 
of service to his country.  He 
married Mary Ella Hamilton 
on January 13, 1997, and 
she preceded him in death 
on December 10, 2022.  Roy 
was an avid pool player and 
loved fishing with the boys 
and grandkids.  He was a 
member of Pearl Country 
Church.

Roy is survived by his 
daughters, Susan Blaser, 
Kristy Stockman, Alison Bry-
ant; sons, Justin Estredge 
and wife, Stephanie, Eric 
Klecka and wife, Barbie; sis-
ter, Debbie Garcia; grand-
children, Austin, Aryannah, 
Isabelle, Alex, Gracie, Ja-
cob, Aaron, Travis, Zachary, 
Ethan, Nathan, Hank, Gavin, 
Gracie; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Memorial services for Mary 
and Roy (Red) Daniels will be 
held at 2 p.m. Saturday, Janu-
ary 7, 2023, at Pearl Country 
Church in the Pearl commu-
nity, address: 6795 FM 183, 
Gatesville.  Rev. David Booth 
will be officiating.  Military 
honors will be rendered at 
the church for the service of 
Mr. Daniels to our country.

ROBERT RAY
 “BOB” SHOAF
June 24, 1929 – Jan. 2, 2023

Robert Ray “Bob” Shoaf, 
age 93, of the King commu-
nity, passed away Monday, 
January 2, 2023, in Gates-
ville.

 Visitation with the family 
was held on Friday, January 

6, 2023, from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. at King Baptist Church 
with graveside services fol-
lowing at King Cemetery. 
The Rev. Charles McKamie 
officiated.

 Bob was born June 24, 
1929, in the King communi-
ty, to the late John and Bes-
sie (Ray) Shoaf. He was the 
youngest of eight children. 
Bob attended school in the 
Plainview community, right 
outside of King. He worked 
at a drug store in El Paso one 
summer where he met Joan 
Louise Hanek, the love of his 
life. They were married soon 
after on April 29, 1950, in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico. After 
their marriage, they moved 
to Coryell County where they 
resided in the King com-
munity most of their mar-
ried lives. Bob worked at Ft. 
Hood as a butcher for nearly 

20 years, retiring in 1974. 
He also worked as a farmer 
and rancher and did main-
tenance and electrical work. 
From 1987 to 2005 he ran 
Shoaf Deer Processing. He 
enjoyed playing penny ante 
poker and dominoes. In his 
later years he loved watching 
Gunsmoke and rarely missed 
an episode. 

 Bob was preceded in death 
by his parents and wife of 
nearly 72 years, Joan Shoaf. 

 He is survived by his 
sons, Robbie Shoaf and wife, 
Becky, Ray Shoaf and wife, 
Tammi, and Ricky Shoaf; 
eight grandchildren and 18 
great-grandchildren. 

 In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily has designated memori-
als be made to King Cem-
etery, c/o Mike Dickie, 7604 
FM 1783, Gatesville, Texas, 
76528.

Turnersville Community Center to 
hold meeting January 16

is located at 8115 FM 182 in 
Turnersville.

For more information 
about the quarterly meet-
ing, please call 254-494-
0110.

The “Citizen of the Year” 
award has been presented 
each year since 1959 to 
an outstanding citizen of 
the Gatesville community. 
Every adult citizen of our 
community is eligible to 
nominate one or more per-
sons who have made out-
standing contributions to 
this community over a sig-
nificant period. The 2022 
Citizen of the Year will 
be presented at the 2023 
Chamber of Commerce An-
nual Meeting and Banquet 
on Saturday, Jan. 21. 

Nominees who function 
within the guidelines and 
requirements of their paid 
position(s) are not consid-
ered. Only one nomination 
per individual will be con-
sidered regardless of the 
number of letters or sig-
natures received nominat-
ing any individual. Anyone 

Chamber seeks nominations for  
2022 Gatesville Citizen of the Year 

who makes a nomination 
should be available to as-
sist with the presentation 
of the award. 

Nominations were to be 
submitted by Friday, Jan. 
6 at the Cotton Belt Depot 
Visitors Center. The Depot 
is located at 2307 S. Hwy 
36 in Gatesville.

 For further informa-
tion contact the Gatesville 
Chamber of Commerce at 
254-865-2617. 

Previous Citizen of the 
Year Honorees include: 

1987 John Ward
1988 Belva Knight
1989 Dr. E.E. Lowery
1990 Mike Kuzenka
1991 John Ward
1992 Ruth Jon Smith
1993 Robert Lee Powell 
1994 Bobby Humburg
1995 Charlie Streetman
1996 Linda Moten
1997 Virginia Schitoskey

1998 Sam Cockrell
1999 Raymond Leonard
2000 Allen Jones
2001 F.W. Jack Straw
2002 Billy Vaden
2003 Laura White
2004 Homer Davis Jr.
2005 Wilbur “Bud” Davis
2006 Rosy & Dwain Place
2007 Bill Ament
2008 Deral McWhorter
2009 Don Wolske
2010 David Barnard
2011 Nancy Ashcraft 
2012 Mike & Peggy Lam
2013 Marvin Dean and  

Jackie Whittenburg 
2014 Gwen Zeigler 
2015 Bob Brown 
2016 Larry Kennedy 
2017 Ronnie Sullins 
2018 Keith and Lisa Stew-

ard 
2019 Rhonda Mohler 
2020 Diedra Wuenschel 
2021 Gary Don and R’Lue 

Gribble

The Gatesville Adaptive 
Sports program will hold a 
bake sale on Sunday, Jan. 8. 
The bake sale will begin at 
11 a.m. and will be held at 

Gatesville Adaptive Sports to hold 
bake sale fundraiser January 8

J&M Hill Country Bar-B-Q.
 This program allows 

special needs children to 
participate in sports and 
activities such as baseball, 

soccer, flag football, and 
cheerleading.

 J&M Hill Country Bar-B-Q 
is located at 2601 East Main 
Street in Gatesville.

Angelo State University 
conferred 643 undergradu-
ate and graduate degrees 
on 640 graduates during 
the 2022 fall commence-
ment exercises on Dec. 10. 
One of the graduates was 
Lorna Harrimon of Gates-
ville, who received her 
Bachelor of Science degree 

Angelo State announces Fall 2022 
graduates and Dean’s List honorees

in Interdisciplinary Studies. 
Harrimon was also listed 
on the Dean’s List for fall 
2022 and was joined by 
two other Gatesville stu-
dents — Kenli Cummings, 
who is working on a degree 
in social work, and Sydney 
Mundkowsky who is work-
ing on a degree in psychol-

ogy.
Angelo State University, 

founded in 1928, is a thriv-
ing four-year public school 
in Texas. The school’s fam-
ily environment helps stu-
dents feel at home, a place 
where they know faculty 
and staff care deeply about 
their success.

Peyton Berry of Gatesville 
recently received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Animal 
Science from Sam Houston 
State University during the 
2022 Fall graduation.  

Named for a Texas hero, 

Sam Houston State Uni-
versity (SHSU) continually 
honors its historical roots 
through academic excel-
lence. For more than 140 
years, SHSU has been pre-
paring students for mean-

ingful lives of achievement. 
Its motto, “The measure of 
a life is its service,” reso-
nates among its approxi-
mately 21,612 students, 
eight colleges and well be-
yond its Huntsville roots.

Berry receives degree from SHS
Meals on Wheels is cur-

rently in need of volunteer 
drivers. Meals on Wheels 
is a federally funded pro-
gram for older adults who 
are homebound, unable to 
prepare a meal, don’t drive, 
and have no one to cook for 
them. The program provides 
home-delivered nutritious 
meals to seniors in our com-

Meals on Wheels in need of volunteers
munity on local routes only. 

The Gatesville Senior Cen-
ter is looking for four drivers 
per day to drive four differ-
ent routes. The shifts will 
be Monday through Friday, 
starting at 10:30 a.m. The 
Meals on Wheels run will 
take approximately one hour 
to complete. Volunteers can 
build their own schedules 

with no contract necessary. 
If you are a volunteer age 55 
or older, you may be eligible 
for different perks. 

The Gatesville Senior Cen-
ter is located at 208 N. Lut-
terloh in Gatesville. For more 
information contact the Se-
nior Center Director, Pam 
Rudolph at 254-865-8234.

Gatesville Adaptive Sports 
recently announced that reg-
istration for their Adaptive 
Soccer League is now avail-
able online.  

Gatesville Adaptive Sports 
is an organization which 
helps children and adults 

Gatesville Adaptive Sports to offer 
soccer league starting in February

with special needs ages 5 to 
22.

The soccer league will be-
gin in February and will be 
free of charge. 

To sign up for the soccer 
league, visit http://www.
teamsideline.com/sites/

GatesvilleTx/current-pro-
grams. Volunteers are always 
needed and can register on 
the same site as well.

For more information, call 
the Gatesville Fitness Center 
at 254-865-4012.

The Coryell County Ge-
nealogical Society’s guest 
speaker for the Jan. 10, 
meeting will be Coryell 
County Clerk Jennifer New-
ton.

The program will cover 
the records available at 
the County Clerk’s office 
for historians and gene-
alogists.  Basic records of 
birth, death, and marriage 
are the backbone of genea-
logical and historical re-
search, but there are many 

 Genealogical Society to meet Jan. 20
other county records that 
provide valuable informa-
tion.  

Coryell County Deed Re-
cords can provide unex-
pected family information, 
such as heirship affidavits 
and donation of family 
land to schools and church-
es.  There are also public 
health records that provide 
an insight into the diseases 
our ancestors faced.  Some 
very unusual records are 
included in the standard 

records.  During the Civil 
War, county officials faced 
a short supply of record 
books, and they made use 
of any space available.  An 
example of this is a log of 
beef sales to the Confeder-
acy included in the current 
marriage record book. 

The public is welcome 
to attend the meeting at 6 
p.m., in the Gatesville Li-
brary conference room, lo-
cated at 111 N. 8th Street.
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Schedule a tour today! (254) 248-6293 

CoryellHealth.org/Independent-Living-Oaks

Hold on to your 

independence while taking  

advantage of convenience. 

COMFORTABLE. SAFE. YOURS.

Independent Living
at the Oaks

Hornets battle Badgers in nondistrict basketball

SE’VETTE EARLY| THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Kameron Higginbotham races downcourt for the Hornets in action Jan. 3 against the Lampasas Badgers. The Badgers defeated the Hornets 46-36. Gatesville is now 9-14 and began district play on Friday.

DEER HUNTERS

COURTESY PHOTOS

Laci Heiner (above) and her cousin Nicholas O’Neal (below) and their 10 point and 9 point bucks shot on 
their grandparents’ ranch in southeastern Coryell County. Laci, daughter of Duane and Shannon Heiner 
of Oglesby, is a freshman studying animal science at Tarleton State University. Nicholas, son of Brian and 
Mindy O’Neal, attends school in Montgomery, Texas. Laci and Nicholas are grandchildren of Clarence 
and Donna Heiner.
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Hornets finish second in Brownwood tourney
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

The 23rd-ranked Gatesville Hornets boys 
basketball team suffered its first defeat in 29 
days on Dec. 30, falling to eventual tourna-
ment champion Abilene Wylie 67-54 in their 
final game of the Texas Bank Holiday Classic 
in Brownwood. 

The tournament champion was determined 
by two rounds of pool play. The Hornets won 
both games in the first round of pool play – 
defeating Dublin and Wall — and advanced 
to the championship pool along with Abilene 
Wylie and Little River Academy. Their 58-51 
win over Academy coupled with Academy’s 
54-45 loss to Wylie meant the Hornets fin-
ished second in the tournament.

Playing their fourth game in three days and 
third morning start, the Hornets ran out of 
steam against the depth of Wylie’s Class 5A 
Bulldogs. 

“I thought fatigue was a factor but I 
thought all the teams showed fatigue,” said 
Gatesville head coach Brit Campbell. “Us 
coming off of a break with only one day of 
practice then playing four games as well also 
played a part as did the way Wylie played, ro-
tating in a new five guys every so often.”

The Hornets trailed 17-15 after one quarter 
before the Bulldogs opened up a 10-point 
halftime lead at 40-30. In the third quarter 
the Hornets suffered their lowest-scoring 
quarter of the season and tallied just seven 
points to make their deficit 17 after three 
quarters. 

Banner Allman scored 27 points in the loss 
while Tyler Shea was the only other Hornet in 
double figures with 10. Allman averaged 22.5 
points per game in the tournament. 

No coach likes to lose, but Brit Campbell 
acknowledged that there were takeaways 
from the loss that will benefit the Hornets 
with the start of district less than two weeks 
away. 

“I learned that we need to refocus and get 
back to doing the little things correctly. We 
have had some really good games and wins 
lately, but a loss like this against a quality 
team gets us back to focus on ourselves to do 

better in preparation for big games coming 
up,” he said. 

The Hornets opened the tournament by 
adding three more wins to their streak. They 
routed Dublin 94-53, defeated a very good 
Wall team 63-49, then beat the Bumblebees 
for the third time this season to run their re-
cord to 19-1.

Against Dublin the Hornets exploded over 
the middle two quarters, outscoring the Li-
ons 58-26 during that span. They were led 
in scoring by West Allman’s career-high 26 
points and Banner Allman’s 24-point, 10 
rebound performance. Tyler Shea added 
16 points, while Carter Williams had seven 
points, nine rebounds, and seven assists, and 

Trae Miller had 10 points, dished out eight 
assists and had five rebounds with just one 
turnover.

In the win over Wall – champions of its 
district in eight of the last nine seasons – the 
Hornets jumped out to a 13-0 lead. Banner 
Allman led with 19 points and 13 rebounds 
while Shea had 14 points and 12 rebounds. 
Carter Williams added 11 points and Miller 
had five steals. 

The win over Academy was marked by 
two different tones. Facing each other for 
the third time in a month, the teams seemed 
moderately disinterested in playing each 
other again throughout the first half.

But the second was a different story. The 
Bees looked like a team that badly wanted 
to avenge their two earlier losses – the most 
recent without standout Colt Shackelford — 
and the Hornets responded like a team trying 
to keep a streak alive.

Banner Allman scored 16 first half points 
while Shackelford was held to two points as 
the Hornets led 27-23 at the break. In the sec-
ond half, Shackelford got loose for 13 points 
but was countered by a terrific half from 
Shea who scored 13 points of his own. 

The Hornets led just 52-48 with less than 
a minute to play before icing the game from 
the foul line down the stretch to win 58-51.

The Hornets hosted Australian travel team 
Diamond Valley on Jan. 2 and were then 
scheduled to play former district foe Brown-
wood on Friday. They travel to Stephenville 
for a final non-district matchup on Jan. 10 
before opening league play Jan. 13 against 
No. 19-ranked Connally.

SE’VETTE EARLY | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

West Allman, shown here in action earlier this season, had a career high 26 points against the Dublin Lions in a basketball tournament in Brownwood.

Trae Miller Banner Allman Tyler Shea

Opportunities to catch rainbow trout continue

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

The Lone Star team would 

like to welcome 

Buddy Cuevas

Body Shop Mananger of

Lone Star Paint and Body

Formerly Morse Body Shop

2209 E. Main St., Gatesville, TX

The annual Texas winter 
tradition of rainbow trout 
stocking is heading back 
to waterbodies across the 
state to kick off the holiday 
season. The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
will continue stocking thou-
sands of rainbow trout 
through early March.

“TPWD stocks catchable 
sized fish during winter 
months to create unique 
winter angling opportunities 
throughout Texas,” said Carl 
Kittel, TPWD Rainbow Trout 
Program director. “Rainbow 
trout love cold water and 
can be caught on a variety of 
baits and lures (worms, com-
mercially available pastes, 
corn, spinners, spoons, flies 
and more), and are great to 
take home and eat. Our win-
ter rainbow trout program 
has been a favorite of anglers 
for over 40 years.”

TPWD plans to stock 
337,469 rainbow trout in 
Texas through March 5. Be-
cause rainbow trout are un-
able to survive in Texas after 
winter, anglers are encour-
aged to keep up to their daily 
bag limit of five trout. Rain-
bow trout are an attractive, 
tasty fish and anglers can 
easily find recipes to prepare 
them online.

The Neighborhood Fishin’ 
program offers some out-
standing opportunities to 
catch rainbow trout for fami-

lies and new anglers in and 
around major cities. TPWD 
manages 18 Neighborhood 
Fishin’ lakes statewide in 
most major urban centers, 
including Austin, the Dallas-
Fort Worth Metroplex, Hous-
ton and San Antonio. These 
lakes are frequently stocked 
with rainbow trout during 
the winter stocking season 
and offer plenty of ameni-
ties so family members of 
all ages can enjoy a fun and 
relaxing day fishing and con-
necting in nature.

Tailrace fishing is popular 
during trout season. TPWD 
will stock rainbow trout into 
the Canyon Tailrace on the 
Guadalupe River below Can-
yon Lake, and the Possum 
Kingdom Tailrace on the 
Brazos River below Possum 
Kingdom Lake for anglers 
willing to try their hand in 
tailrace fishing. Those loca-
tions often have very cool 
water and provide excellent 
conditions for trout fishing.

Other stocking locations 
include dozens of local city 
and county managed park 
ponds, the Texas Freshwa-
ter Fisheries Center casting 
pond, and several rivers in-
cluding the Frio, South Llano 
and Guadalupe rivers and 
the Clear Fork of the Trinity 
River.

In addition, anglers can 
pursue a fish in a Texas State 
Park from a bank, dock or 

pier for free without a fishing 
license. TPWD recommends 
anyone planning a trip to a 
park reserve a day pass in 
advance. Day passes can be 
reserved online though the 
TPWD website or over the 
phone by calling (512) 389-
8900.

The good news is it doesn’t 
take a lot of sophisticated 
fishing equipment to reel in 
a rainbow trout. They can be 
caught using simple, light 
tackle or on hand-tied flies 
using a fly rod. However, an-
glers should keep an array of 
baits and lures nearby as well 
as ice to keep trout fresh. For 
more tips on how to catch 
rainbow trout, gain some in-
sight from TPWD staff on the 
TPWD YouTube channel.

In Texas, children under 
17 fish for free, but adults 
must have a fishing license 
with a freshwater fishing 
endorsement. An angler fish-
ing in a Community Fishing 
Lake or from a dock, pier or 
jetty within a Texas State 
Park may use no more than 
two poles. The statewide bag 
limit is five trout, except on 
parts of the Guadalupe River 
where special limits are in 
effect.

The dates and locations 
are subject to change due to 
inclement weather or other 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Be sure to check the 2022-
23 Trout Stocking Schedule 

online (on the TPWD web-
site) before you go fishing to 
confirm the stocking date, 
check fishing regulations, 
and to find other winter 
trout stocking program an-
gling tips.

Among the area sites that 
will be stocked are:

* Amsler Park in McGregor, 
Feb. 7.

* Buena Vista Park Lake in 
Waco, Jan. 6, Jan. 20, Feb. 3, 
Feb. 17 and March 3.

* Carl Levin City Park Pond 
in Harker Heights, Jan. 11.

* Copperas Cove City Park, 
March 5.

* Meridian State Park, Jan. 
12.

* Miller Park Pond in Tem-
ple, Feb. 26.

* W.M. Brook Park Lake in 
Lampasas, Jan. 5.

Other dates and sites can 
be found at www.tpwd.texas.
gov.


