
WEDNESDAY  |  Dec. 28, 2022

S E R V I N G  C O R Y E L L  C O U N T Y  S I N C E  1 8 8 1     |    VOLUME 120 ,  No.  106 ,  ISSN No.  0894-4954

75¢

City has several improvement projects slated
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The city of Gatesville has an ambitious list 
of capital improvements planned for 2023, 
and much of the cost of this work will be 
paid for by state or federal grants.

These projects will be underway either 
before or soon after City Manager Bill Parry 
retires. Parry, who took the city administra-
tor post in June 2015, is building a house in 
Denton (north of Dallas-Fort Worth) to move 
closer to family. Before coming to Gatesville, 
he served as director of the Heart of Texas 
Defense Alliance, and prior to that he served 
as garrison commander at Fort Hood.

With a goal of leaving the city in good 
shape, Parry has worked closely with the 
Gatesville City Council on prioritizing infra-
structure upgrades.

“A capital improvement project is any-
thing that costs greater than $5,000, and 
we have five major ones planned for 2023,” 
Parry said.

The first project is to replace water lines 
in an area that includes Mill, Barnes and 
Mary streets on the north side of the Gates-
ville Housing Authority.

“This is almost a million-dollar project 
and it’s funded by water and sewer rates,” 
Parry said. “There is a significant amount of 
infill construction - new houses - and that 
area has some of the oldest infrastructure 
in Gatesville. This project will start shortly.”

A second project is replacing and upgrad-
ing water lines on Lovers Lane from Busi-
ness Highway 36 to Lowrey Drive.

“This will upgrade lines from 6-inch cast 
iron to 10-inch PVC,” Parry said.

Often when people complain about wa-
ter pressure issues, it is a function of the 
size of the water meter at a property, but 
the type of lines determines the volume of 
water a property can receive.

“A 6-inch line (often blocked by a buildup 
of debris over the years) will push about 
a third the amount of water that can be 
pushed through a 10-inch line,” Parry said.

Upgrades in this area “will give us a prop-
erly-sized loop system,” he added.

“100% of the cost of this project is funded 
by American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds,” 
Parry said. “The city was allocated $3 mil-
lion (in ARPA funds) and half of the funds 
will go to replace water and sewer lines.”

The improvements will also allow the 
Gatesville Independent School District to 
place a fire hydrant in the area if it chooses 
to do so, he said.

“We will advertise for bids after the first 
of the year,” Parry said.

A third project involves city hall.
“City hall is approximately 85 years old, 

and after approximately 60 years a lot of the 
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City Manager Bill Parry talked about several upcoming city projects during a recent meeting.PLEASE SEE CITY | A2

Ray Ashby about to depart from commissioners court
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

For six years, Ray Ashby has served 
as a Coryell County commissioner for 
Precinct 4, but his last official day in 
office will be Dec. 31.

While Ashby will no longer be an 
elected leader, he still plans to contin-
ue serving the community in a variety 
of ways - including as a board mem-
ber of Central County Services - which 
provides mental health assistance for 
five counties: Coryell, Bell, Lampasas, 
Hamilton and Milam.

Ashby, who was born and raised in 
Flat before moving to Mesquite when 
his father took a job there, resides in 
Gatesville and considers Coryell Coun-
ty his home.

“I was 7 years old when we moved, 
and as soon as I graduated from high 
school I came back to Coryell County,” 
he said. “I was born at the old Coryell 
Memorial Hospital.”

He worked as a youth pastor and a 
teacher at Gatesville High School be-
fore going to work for the county.

“When Justin Latham stepped down 
from the commissioners court to be-
come administrator of the county road 
and bridge department, several people 
told me they thought I would be a good 
commissioner,” Ashby said. “I looked 

into it and ran for it, and I enjoyed be-
ing able to work to help people in our 
county.”

Ashby spent 14 years working for 
the Gatesville school district, and I 
know a lot of kids here,” he said. “I also 
was able to work with kids as a youth 
pastor, and that’s always something I 
enjoyed.”

Ashby said he has been offered a 
youth pastor job once his term on the 
commissioners court comes to an end, 
but for now he said he is taking time 
to consider options for what he will do 
next.

“I will definitely stay involved with 
Central County Services,” Ashby said. 
“That is a great organization that helps 
so many people, and being a part of 
that board is one of the things I en-
joyed most during my time as a com-
missioner.”

Ashby said he had already worked 
with a significant number of special 
education students during his time as 
an educator, so helping the adult spe-
cial needs population was a natural 
transition.

One of the biggest highlights for him 
as a commissioner was helping the 
county to receive a grant that paid the 
salaries of five deputies who focus on 
mental health issues, and also funded 

the vehicles for those law enforcement 
officers.

“That was a great program and really 
benefited our county,” Ashby said.

He was also a member of the Hill 
Country Community Action board, 
which oversees programs for seniors, 
Head Start, and provides other types of 
assistance to area residents. Unlike the 
CCS position, Ashby will no longer be a 
member of that board as of Jan. 1.

Asked what the biggest adjustment 
was for him once he became a county 
commissioner, Ashby said it was “the 
politics.”

“You go to commissioners’ school to 
learn, and there are so many things a 
commissioner does that I didn’t real-
ize,” he said. “There are 24 hours of 
political education, and it opened my 
eyes to a lot of things. Commissioners 
set the budget for the county and the 
tax rate, and those things were new to 
me. It’s a lot more than making sure 
the roads are taken care of, although 
that’s a big part of it, too.”

Another highlight of his time in of-
fice was helping to author a 2019 reso-
lution which made Coryell County a 
Second Amendment Safe Haven, which 
reaffirmed the constitutional gun COURTESY PHOTO

Ray Ashby joined the commissioners court in 2016. PLEASE SEE ASHBY | A2

GISD, city working out policing details
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

As the year comes to a close, 
the Gatesville Independent School 
District continues to finalize the 
transition to its own police de-
partment’s responsibility for is-
sues arising on campus and in the 
community.

“We are ironing out the details 
in our split from the Gatesville Po-
lice Department (which previously 
provided the district’s school re-
source officers),” said Superin-
tendent Barrett Pollard. “Chief 
(Gary) Stiles (with the GISD Police 
Department) and Chief (Nathan) 
Gohlke (with the Gatesville PD) 
are working out a MOU (memoran-

dum of understanding).
“If anything happens on cam-

pus GISD will have the primary re-
sponse, with GPD as a secondary 
or backup (agency).”

Because of a lack of clear au-
thority established when multiple 
agencies responded to school 
shootings in the South Texas com-
munity of Uvalde earlier this year, 
when those types of tragedies oc-
cur “the first agency responding 
is authorized to take care of it,” 
Pollard said.

When responding to a concern 
on a school bus that is off school 
property, that area’s primary law 
enforcement agency, whether city 
or county, would respond first.

GISD Police have rotating duty 
after hours, and a call related to a 
concern on school property would 
go through 9-1-1 and then be dis-
patched to the officer on duty.

“If there are any changes (to the 
preliminary agreement between 
the school district and the city), 
I’ll bring them back to you again,” 
Pollard said.

During the transition period, 
while the school district worked 
to have the department officially 
approved by the state law enforce-
ment licensing agency, the city of 
Gatesville’s police continued to 
assist the school district with any 
concerns.

Price shock delays county plans

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

An unexpected jump of $3 million in the cost estimate of a new 
justice building delayed approval of financial plans to proceed with 
the project and also at least temporarily delayed financing approv-
al for expansion of the county jail.

Commissioner Scott Weddle said Butler-Cohen, tapped as the 
construction firm on county projects, submitted an estimate of 
$8.56 million to complete work on a proposed justice building that 
would house two county justice of the peace offices. The previous 
estimate was $5.5 million.

“I got some very disturbing news from Butler-Cohen, and there 
are still a lot of questions,” Weddle said. “Their estimated price on 
the Leon Street annex went up from $5.5 million to $8.56 million. 
That’s a 36% increase. My personal opinion is to set that aside” (to 
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Public has a chance to meet police chief candidates
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor 

The city of Gatesville has announced four finalists for 
chief of the Gatesville Police Department, and local resi-
dents will have a chance to meet the candidates during a 
Meet the Finalists presentation set from 4:30-5:30 p.m. to-
day (Jan. 4) in the Gatesville City Council Chambers at 110 
N. Eighth St.

City Manager Bill Parry and a selection committee selected 
the four finalists from a list of 31 applicants and 13 semifi-
nalists. The four finalists were notified in December.

The new chief will replace Nathan Gohlke, who is retiring 

from the position after serving as the Gatesville police chief 
since 2005.

Finalists for the post, who are all from Texas, include:
* Brad Hunt, the current police chief in Keene, a position 

he has held since April 2022. Before that, Hunt was a police 
officer and division commander with the Temple Police De-
partment, where he served for 20 years.

* Carrie West, the current police chief in Willow Park, a po-
sition she has held since 2017. From 1995-2016, West served 
in the Corinth Police Department, where she advanced to 
the rank of lieutenant in charge of support services.

* Cody Lee, who currently serves as the operations lieu-
tenant for the Criminal Investigation Department of the 
Gatesville Police Department. Lee’s 25-year law enforce-
ment career includes service with the Stephenville Police 
Department, and the Hamilton and Bosque County sheriff’s 
departments. Lee joined GPD in 2010.

* Matthew Briggs, who is currently a recruiter/adjunct in-
structor at Texas A&M University-Commerce. Briggs previ-
ously served as police chief in Josephine from 2016-2021. 
Before that, he served 10 years in the Frisco Police Depart-
ment.
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time things quit working right,” 
Parry said.

The city has an option to con-
sider moving its operational head-
quarters to an old bank building 
at the corner of Main and Eighth 
streets.

“We have enough money built up 
in the fund balance to cover most 
of the cost (of moving city hall), 
but we want to have an asbestos 
abatement done first,” Parry said.

Project four is one that has re-
ceived plenty of attention over 
the years - the old rotunda at the 
corner of Osage Road and Lovers 
Lane.

“We will demolish the old rotun-
da nursing home,” Parry said. “The 
city received a brownfield grant 
from the EPA (Environmental Pro-
tection Agency) and an engineer-
ing firm in Austin is working on 
the technical specs.

“The process is going so we can 
get this done. Once the structure 
is down and the lot is cleared, we 
will design a new police station for 
that location.”

The current police station is 
located in the old Lone Star Gas 
building near city hall, and is an 
older structure without much 
room for upgrades.

“As the city continues to grow 
we need to have a facility for the 
police department that can grow 
along with it,” Parry said. 

“Also, most of the police calls 
we receive are east of Lutterloh 

(Street), and this will allow for a 
quicker response. Getting closer to 
the east side of town is probably 
a smart move, and the city owns 
that property.”

The new police station “will be 
paid for with debt service bonds 
and there will be no impact on 
the tax rate, which will remain the 
same,” Parry said.

A fifth project involves the build-
ing of a new city park, but it will 
be in addition to the current parks 
instead of replacing the city parks. 
However, natural conditions will 
eventually result in big changes at 
Faunt Le Roy Park, although the 
process could take years.

“In 2015 and 2018 the city expe-
rienced significant flooding from 
rainfall and that impacted Faunt 
Le Roy Park both years,” Parry 
said. “The park is essentially on 
a peninsula and engineers have 
told us the river will change that 
area and it doesn’t want to route 
through hairpin turns.”

Although millions could be 
spent as a temporary solution, “at 
some point Faunt Le Roy Park will 
fall into the river and no longer be 
there, but that’s a long way away.”

With funds from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), the city will build a new 
park across from the Gatesville 
Fitness Center at 34th Street. The 
plan is to move the skate park to 
that location, and to have fitness 
stations there.

“We received a $1.3 million grant 
that will require a city match,” Par-
ry said. “The Texas Department of 

Emergency Management (TDEM) 
has already approved the project, 
we are just waiting on FEMA ap-
proval.”

Until nature runs its course, “we 
plan to leave Faunt Le Roy Park the 
way it is now - it will remain where 
it is with its current amenities. 
We won’t close Faunt Le Roy Park, 
but someday it will eventually fall 
away.”

Parry said the new park project 
will be 75% FEMA funded and 25% 
city funded.

Another project which is set to 
take place is not a city endeavor, 
but a plan of the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation (TxDOT).

At the intersection of Business 
Highway 36 and Texas Highway 
36 directly east of Walgreens and 
south of Wal-Mart -which is state 
property - TxDOT plans to build a 
monument area with a stone wall 
and plants that will serve as an en-
trance to the city.

“The city is not involved in that 
project, and it is 100% state fund-

ed,” Parry said.
The city’s previous involvement 

included a grant application made 
by Cheri Shepherd, director of the 
Gatesville Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

“We are pretty excited about 
these capital improvement proj-
ects and we’re moving forward,” 
Parry said. “We’d like to do more 
but as always, there is a limited 
amount of funding.”
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The city of Gatesville has scheduled five capital projects for 2023.
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resolve issues related to the projected 
cost).

The county had also approved plans to ex-
pand the jail, which has been cited for not 
complying with state jail standards. Weddle 
suggested moving forward with jail expan-
sion but delaying approval of the proposed 
Justice building, which would be located on 
Leon Street.

“In my opinion the jail expansion is our 
number one priority,” Weddle said.

“Yes sir,” said Commissioner Kyle Mat-
thews.

The state could impose severe financial 
penalties on the county if jail overcrowding 

issues are not resolved.
County Judge Roger Miller noted that 

money had been set aside in the budget spe-
cifically for the justice building - and not 
work at the jail.

“The jail addition was not discussed or 
considered during budget,” Miller said. “The 
funds were allocated for a particular reason, 
and the jail expansion was added as a way to 
piggyback on constriction for cost savings.”

In order to resolve questions and con-
cerns, further discussion and decisions 
were delayed. The commissioners court was 
scheduled to place the item on the Dec. 27 
agenda.

Approval of projects and financing could 
come at the Jan. 10 meeting, if details can 
be ironed out.
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ownership rights of coun-
ty residents, Ashby said.

“We wanted to be sure 
that people’s rights remain 
protected, so I worked with 
the sheriff and other com-
missioners on that,” he said.

One thing Ashby said he 
is disappointed that did not 
get done while he was in 

office was the proposal to 
build a larger jail on prop-
erty near the Texas Depart-
ment of Corrections’ Wood-
man Unit.

“I would have loved to 
have seen a new jail built 
based on the plans and 
discussions that started in 
2016 and 2017,” he said.

So what’s next for Ashby?
“I’m going to take a little 

time off, probably do some 
construction work and see 

where God takes me next,” 
he said.

Ashby and his wife Lani 
have six children ranging in 
age from 22-40, and family 
time will also be a priority.

“I want to thank everybody 
who supported me, and I’m 
thankful for the opportunity 
to serve Coryell County,” he 
said. “Without community 
support, things would have 
been a lot harder.”

ASHBY
FROM PAGE A1

Three of Texas 10 Most Wanted 
captured in different locations

Three of Texas’ 10 Most 
Wanted offenders are back 
in custody. Texas 10 Most 
Wanted Sex Offender Pat-
rick Carrier was arrested 
in Houston. Texas 10 Most 
Wanted Fugitive Eduardo 
Fuentes was arrested in Ed-
inburg, and Jaquille Chefney 
was arrested in Austin. 

Patrick Paul Carrier, 47, 
of Houston, was arrested by 
Texas DPS Special Agents 
and Troopers on Nov. 21. In 
1993, Carrier was convicted 
of murder and received a 45-
year sentence. In 2013, he 
was convicted of possession 
of cocaine and subsequently 
sentenced to six months of 
confinement. He was last re-
leased on parole in October 
2020.

Carrier had been wanted 
since January 2021, when 
the Texas Board of Pardons 
and Paroles issued a war-
rant for his arrest for a pa-
role violation. Additionally, 
in March 2021, the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Office is-
sued a warrant for his arrest 
for aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon. For more 
information, view his cap-
tured bulletin.

Eduardo Quinones Fuen-
tes, 28, of Edinburg, was ar-

rested by members of the 
U.S. Marshals Gulf Coast 
Violent Offender’s Fugitive 
Task Force, including the 
U.S. Border Patrol, on Nov. 
23. In 2016, Fuentes was 
convicted of assault of fam-
ily/household member by 
impeding breath/circulation 
and sentenced to two years 
of confinement. The follow-
ing year, he was convicted of 
smuggling aliens and served 
time in federal custody. In 
2021, he was convicted of 
sexual assault after an in-
cident involving a 29-year-
old woman. He received 10 
years of probation.

Fuentes had been wanted 
since July 2021, when the 
U.S. Marshals Service issued 
a probation violation war-
rant for his arrest. Addition-
ally, Fuentes had been want-
ed by the Hidalgo County 
Sheriff’s Office for a proba-
tion violation, two counts 
of aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon and one 
count of unlawful posses-
sion of a firearm by felon. 
For more information, view 
his captured bulletin.

Jaquille Carl Chefney, 25, 
of Austin, was arrested by 
members of the U.S. Mar-
shals Lone Star Fugitive 

Task Force, including DPS 
Special Agents on Nov. 28. 
The Austin Police Depart-
ment, Williamson County 
Sheriff’s Office, Texas Attor-
ney General’s Office and U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement all assisted in 
the multi-agency fugitive 
investigation. In 2020, Chef-
ney was convicted of terror-
istic threat and sentenced to 
two years of probation. In 
2021, he was convicted of 
aggravated robbery and sen-
tenced to six years of proba-
tion.

Chefney had been wanted 
since February 2022, when 
the Austin Police Depart-
ment issued warrants for his 
arrest for aggravated sexual 
assault and arson. Addition-
ally, in July 2022, the Travis 
County Sheriff’s Office is-
sued a warrant for his arrest 
for a probation violation. 
For more information, view 
his captured bulletin.

Texas Crime Stoppers, 
which is funded by the Gov-
ernor’s Criminal Justice Di-
vision, offers cash rewards 
to any person who provides 
information that leads to 
the arrest of one of Texas’ 
10 Most Wanted Fugitives or 
Sex Offenders.

4-H programs help enrich youth skills
Coryell County’s 4-H program is open to 

children who are at least 8 years old and in 
third grade to those who are 18.

The mission of the program is to prepare 
youth to meet the challenges of childhood, 
adolescence and adulthood, through a co-
ordinated, long-term series of educational 
experiences that enhance life skills and de-
velop social, emotional, physical and cogni-
tive competencies.

Projects include not only livestock but a 
focus on food and nutrition, photography, 
textiles and public speaking.

The cost for those joining after Oct. 31 
each school year is $25.

Children ages 5 and in kindergarten 
through second grade can participate in the 
Clover Kids program.

For more details, email Becky.Coward@
ag.tamu.edu or call 254-865-2414.

Schedule a tour today! (254) 248-6293 

CoryellHealth.org/Independent-Living-Oaks

Hold on to your 

independence while taking  

advantage of convenience. 

COMFORTABLE. SAFE. YOURS.

Independent Living
at the Oaks
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bastrop DENTURE and

IMPLANT CENTER

Call For 
Appointment

Walk-ins 
Welcome

FREE
Consultation

bastropdentureandimplant.com

Hours 
M - F

7am - 3pm
301 Hwy. 71 West. Suite 102 • Bastrop, Texas 78602
Gregory Kon D.D.S. • Orville Sadler, C.D.T.

Toll Free 1-866-584-6900 • Local 512-303-6900

CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE

For 
Information 
And Prices

NOW OFFERING
“Standard Dental 

Implants”

for $995

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 12/22/22).......

$1802.10
SILVER (XAG/USD 12/22/22)..........

$23.61

City of Gatesville
Police Department
Dec. 20

12:16 a.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 300 block of 
Avenue C.

7:37 a.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 5000 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

8:18 a.m., an accident was 
reported in the 2400 block 
of S. Business Hwy. 36.

3:41 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
2000 block of E. Main Street.

5:14 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 9000 
block of E. Hwy. 36.

7:40 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
2100 block of Waco Street.
Dec. 21

9:02 a.m., a hit and run ac-
cident was reported in the 
100 block of N. 19th Street.

11:22 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 500 
block of Andrews Street.

1:06 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
2200 block of E. Main Street.

1:28 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
200 block of Old Waco 
Road.

5:28 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 2800 

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

Centex Crime Stoppers – 
Crime of the Week 

Centex Crime Stoppers 
can use your help in solving 
a case of burglary of a habi-
tation. On Dec. 16, 2022, 
between the hours of 8 
p.m. and 11:15 p.m., an un-
known person(s) made en-
try to a residence in the 500 
block of Stoneridge Drive.  
No suspect description was 
provided. The homeowner 
reported personal electron-
ic/computer items, as well 
as a Bluetooth-enabled mo-
torcycle helmet, among the 
stolen items.       

If you have any informa-
tion about any case or any 

Times have changed. Years 
ago, children would spend 
hours looking through the JC 
Penny, Sears, or Montgomery 
Ward catalogs, searching 
for just the right item to be 
added to their Christmas list. 
Sometimes we would mark 
the catalog, or we handed 
the catalog to Mom or Dad 
and pointed out what Santa 
should bring us. We never 
really figured out exactly 
what telecommunications 
were necessary for Mom and 
Dad to contact Santa, but we 
were confident the message 
would get through.

It took hours of time and 
significant analysis for an 
8-year-old to determine what 
they wanted from the cata-
log. It was important not to 
“squander” the opportunity 
to receive a truly special 
gift. The examination was 
methodical, and sometimes 
frustrating getting the cata-
log away from your brothers 
and sisters.

Evidently the selection 
process for gifts has been 
changed here in the 21st cen-
tury, and significantly mod-
ernized. There is no more 
looking through catalogs like 
I did as a child, but there are 
alternatives.   More than one 
person in my family sent a 
link to an Amazon product 
as something they wanted. 
The process was easy and ef-

ficient, though it seemed to 
lack the intimacy of spend-
ing hours pouring through 
a catalog. Maybe I am just 
being nostalgic. After all, it 
is the gift that counts, right?

Seems to me like children 
receive a great many more 
gifts than they did a genera-
tion ago. Do they appreci-
ate opening so many pres-
ents?  Seems to me there 
was something glorious 
about selecting one or two 
presents and hoping Santa 
would show up on Christ-
mas morning. The entire 
week of Christmas I would 
wonder if Santa would bring 
what I had asked for. It was 
all that was on my mind 
and consumed my very be-
ing.  Do kids still have those 
sorts of thoughts, or do they 
know they are going to get 
almost anything they want?

Of course, there is the 
frustration of not knowing 
what to get that someone 
in your life who is difficult 
to buy for. There are people 
who have a Christmas list 
as long as your leg, and it 
is easy to select something 
for them. Then there is the 
grandfather, or brother or 
whatever, that simply goes 
and buys the things they 
need, and does not really 
consider someone giving 
them a gift. I probably fall 
into that category. If I don’t 

need it, I really don’t 
care to have it. I am 
fortunate, because my 
family usually comes 
up with something 
I like, which I would 
never go and buy for 
myself. 

Then there are the 
gifts one receives that are so 
crazy or in such bad taste, 
that you would never, ever 
use or wear it. Some people 
simply have poor judgement 
about what to gift, and oth-
ers simply do not put enough 
thought into what gift might 
best suit someone. Right 
now, I am thinking about the 
fruitcake a distant relative 
sends me each year. It is like 
they fulfill the obligation of 
sending a gift, but whether I 
enjoy or like the present, is 
immaterial. I send them Tex-
as pecans each year and for 
all I know they may think my 
gift is as bad as the fruitcake. 
But then again, they live up 
north, so what do they know 
about anything? Who doesn’t 
like Texas pecans?

I am not even going to get 
into returning gifts to the 
store, regifting presents to 
another, or simply taking the 
item and leaving it in the gift 
box and sticking it in a clos-
et. These are all subjects for 
another time, but surely is-
sues all of us have traversed 
in our years of celebrations.

The worst thing at Christ-
mas must be giving a small 
child a practical gift. I know 
we all need new underwear at 
one time or the other, but no 
child wants to get underwear 
or socks on Christmas morn-
ing. Such gifting should be 
criminal and suffer the con-
sequence of eating the fruit-
cake I left in my hall closet 
from last year’s Christmas. 
Wait, that might be defined 
as “cruel and unusual pun-
ishment.”

I hope you got what you 
wanted on Christmas morn-
ing, and the items you gave 
away were warmly received 
by your family and friends. 
I know I got all I ever want-
ed by being healthy, having 
sweet family, friends and 
coworkers, and being able to 
say I live in Texas. What gift 
is better than that?

Thought for the day: 
Christmas is the season 
when you buy this year’s 
gifts with next year’s money.

Until next time.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260

DISPATCH

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through 
dispatchers during the period of December 20 - 21.  While 
there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list 
of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only 
emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, while all other 
calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 
or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

block of Business Hwy. 36.
7:50 p.m., an accident was 

reported in the 2400 block 
of S. Business Hwy. 36.

11:08 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
1600 block of E. Main Street.

Coryell County
Sheriff’s Office
Dec. 20

9:46 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported on FM 
580 between FM 116 and 
FM 580.

12:20 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 200 block of 
FM 1996.

1:36 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
300 block of Cattle Drive.

2:32 p.m., illegal dumping 
was reported on CR 251 be-
tween CR 263 and CR 265.

2:38 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
1200 block of Straws Mill 
Road.

3:16 p.m., a threat was re-
ported on Old Osage Road.
Dec. 21

6:14 a.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 500 
block of Nathan Drive.

8:33 a.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported in 
the 1200 block of CR 3390.

10:40 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
9500 block of S. FM 183.

11:06 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 2400 block of CR 127.

12:55 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported in 
the 1500 block of CR 274.

7:00 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
800 block of Ames Road.

10:32 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported at the 
Oasis Worship Center.

local crime, call Centex 
Crime Stoppers 24 hours 
a day at 1-254-865-8477 
(TIPS) or visit our website 
at www. Centexcrimestop-
pers.org or by downloading 
the “P3” mobile app avail-
able on both the Apple app 
store and Google Play Store. 
You never have to give your 
name, and if your informa-
tion leads to an arrest, you 
may be eligible for a cash 
reward.

Crime Stoppers, citizens, 
police, and the news media 
working together can make 
our community a safer 
place to live. Together we 
can make a difference.

Home burglarized 
Dec. 16 in 500 block of 
Stoneridge Drive

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Did you get what you wanted for 
Christmas?
SAM HOUSTON

Sam Houston is a newspaper publisher, an actor, author, playwright, performer and entertainment producer/
promoter.

C
hristmas is a time of joy, but amongst all the gifts, food, 

and family time, there are parts that can be a real chal-

lenge. Most of the challenge centers around gift giving 

and gift receiving.

Houston

“They came from New Or-
leans up through Shreveport 
and they would hit Caddo 
Lake off the Red River and 
come on in.  We still have the 
wharf there, or remnants of 
it.  That’s why Jefferson is 
such a unique city.  It looks 
like New Orleans because all 
those New Orleans Riverboat 
Captains would have a sec-
ond home here.  So, they de-
signed the town to look like 
their home.”

Marion County Judge 
Leward LaFleur of Jefferson 
said that one of the major 
events in Jefferson is the 
spring tour of antebellum 
homes.  The city has dozens 
of them.  

“Everybody dresses in pe-
riod attire, and you can tour 
all these beautiful old man-
sions.  It’s good for the little 
town and fills up restaurants 
and tourist venues.  We’re 
the bed and breakfast capi-
tal of Texas and these places 
are all full during the tour.  
We call it the pilgrimage 
and it takes place April 28th 
through May 1st this year.  
This is the 75th year for it.”

A play titled “The Diamond 
Bessie Murder Trial” is pre-
sented during pilgrimage.  

“It’s a bunch of local folks 
who like to tell the story of 
how Diamond Bessie was 
murdered and how Mr. Roth-
schild got off for murder 
not once but twice.  It’s the 
reason we have the double 
jeopardy law that says a per-
son can’t be tried twice for a 
crime.  This is the 68th year 
for the play.”

Another event in Jefferson 
is the annual Bigfoot confer-
ence in October.

“We are the Bigfoot capital 
of the great state of Texas.  
People come from all over 
the country for this.  They’re 
hunters, scientists all sorts 
of people who are curious 
about the legend of Bigfoot, 
a cross between a human 
and an ape.  A Bigfoot movie 
was filmed around Jefferson.  
There’s a lot of swamp in the 
county where he could live 
and not ever be seen.”

Pearl divers used to hunt 
for pearls in Caddo Lake.  
The city has ghost tours. 

“Pay your money and you 

get an hour ghost 
tour.  Those are of-
fered every Friday and 
Saturday nights year-
round.”

Jefferson is a tour-
ist destination.  It has 
2,000 residents and 
84 historical mark-
ers. You can ride a 
train, a riverboat or a horse-
drawn carriage where the 
driver gives a history of the 
town.  You can dine in one 
of the city’s fine white table-
cloth restaurants and shop 
in a general store, gallery, or 
unique boutique.  You might 
even stay at the historic Ex-

Some highlights of Jefferson

J
efferson was once one of the largest inland ports in the United 

States.  Riverboats brought merchandise and people to town.

Smith

TUMBLEWEED SMITH

Tumbleweed Smith of Big Spring is newspaper columnist and producer of The Sound of Texas radio series

celsior House Hotel, one of 
the longest continuously 
functioning hotels in Texas.

“I think it’s the most beau-
tiful hotel in Texas and it has 
an outstanding breakfast.”   
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JAMES KIER
Dec. 1, 1949 – Dec. 19, 2022

Jim Kier, age 73, of Gates-
ville, passed away on Mon-
day, December 19, 2022, at 
his home.

 Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Thursday, De-
cember 29, 2022, at Scott’s 
Funeral Home Chapel, with 
Pastor John L. Dublin offi-
ciating.  The family will re-
ceive visitors following the 
service. For those unable to 
attend, Mr. Kier’s funeral ser-
vices will be livestreamed in 
the service details link.

James Perry Kier was born 

AMELIA BOGARD
July 15, 1939 – Dec. 18, 2022

Amelia Bogard, age 83, of 
Gatesville, passed away on 
Sunday, December 18, 2022, 
at her home.

Memorial services will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Wednes-
day, December 28, 2022, at 
Scott’s Funeral Home Chapel, 
with Rev. Stephen Schmidt 
officiating.  Visitation with 
the family will be one hour 
prior to services at the fu-
neral home.  Amelia will be 
laid to rest in Weaver Chapel 
Cemetery, on land donated 
in 1879 by Reverend John 
Wilson, her great-great-great 
grandfather, where at least 
seven generations of her rel-
atives have been buried.

Amelia Juanita Forrest was 
born on July 15, 1939, to the 
late J.O. and Ethel Lucille 
Wilhelm Forrest in Gates-
ville. She graduated from 
Gatesville High School in 
1957, received an Associate 
of Science degree from Tar-
leton State College in 1959 
and a Bachelor of Science 
in Secondary Education de-
gree from Texas Technologi-
cal College in August 1961. 
Amelia began her teaching 
career in Crosbyton, Texas 
in the fall of 1961 teaching 
high school English.

Amelia was united in mar-
riage to Michael Henry Bog-
ard on December 27, 1961, 
at the Jonesboro Methodist 

They also handed out 226 
Christmas cards! The group 
enjoyed a warm reception 
wherever they went, and ev-
eryone especially loved the 
kiddos. Thank you to Kristy 
and Lane Campos; Chris, 
Misti, Trent, Ryley, and 
Linda Ray; Rhonda and Coo-
per Dickey; Peter, Hannah, 
Daisy, Gideon, Benji, Andy, 
and Judah Lewiston for the 
wonderful singing and for 
making so many people feel 
the joy of the season! 

The next Pearl Bluegrass 
event and Pearl Cottage 
Bookstore Day will be Jan. 
6. What a great way to cel-
ebrate the beginning of a 
new year! Live music in the 
Community Center usually 
begins around 10 a.m., and 
the Book Cottage opens at 
10 a.m. Don’t forget that 
there are full hookups avail-
able for RV parking on the 
grounds of the Pearl Com-
munity Center (30 amps is 
$25 and 50 amps is $30) 
for those who would like to 
come in early or stay late. If 
you have a group and would 
like to play on the stage for 
at least 45 minutes, you can 
get either a free meal or 
a free night’s stay in your 

OBITUARIES

on December 1, 1949, in 
Mankato, Kansas to the late 
Charles Edward and Marie 
Theresa Benjamin Kier.  He 
went to school in Wash-
ington, Kansas and gradu-
ated from Washington High 
School in 1968.  He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics from Kansas Wes-
leyan University, graduating 
in 1972.  After college in 
1974, he purchased the fam-
ily grocery business, Kiers 
Thriftway. He owned and op-
erated them and expanded 
to other locations, until his 
retirement in 2010.  Jim rode 
horses since the age of five.  
He competed and judged 
cutting horse competitions 
for over forty years, through-
out the United States. He 
married Patricia Grimm on 
November 22, 1994.  They 
resided in Washington, Kan-
sas and Scottsdale, Arizona 
before moving to Gatesville 
in 2014, to be closer to fam-
ily.  He was an avid hunter 
and enjoyed working in his 
yard, mowing, and spending 
time with his family and cut-
ting horse friends. Jim had a 
special way with horses and 
cherished his special horse, 
Smooth Knitty Kitty.

 He was preceded in death 

by his parents; brother, Tom 
Kier; and by close friends, 
Frances “Doc” Beam and Viv-
ian Tinkham.

 Jim is survived by his wife, 
Patty Kier; daughters, Ashley 
Wilson and husband, Ben, 
of Gatesville, Julie Carter 
and husband, Kevin, of Lees 
Summit, Missouri, Kandyce 
Potter and husband, Grady, 
of Arkansas City, Kansas; 
son, Travis Kier and wife, 
Misty, of Washington, Kan-
sas, Toby Furnas of Arkan-
sas City, Kansas; sisters, 
Mary Becker of Washington, 
Kansas, Margaret Stratton 
and husband, Mick, of York, 
South Carolina, Nancy Bee-
man and husband, Terry, 
of Topeka, Kansas; brother, 
John Kier of Newton, Kansas; 
brother-in-law, Sandy Grimm 
of Jacksonville, Florida; 
grandchildren, Tyler Wilson, 
Zoe Roach, Emma Carter, Ian 
Carter, Logan Kier, Hunter 
Kier; three great-grandchil-
dren and several nieces and 
nephews.  Jim and his family 
were also close to his former 
wife and friend, Terry Wil-
liamson.

Church by Mike’s uncle, Pas-
tor Plez Todd. From this mar-
riage a son, Aubrey Wayne 
Bogard, was born on October 
11, 1962, in Stephenville. 
Soon after Aubrey’s birth, 
the Bogards moved to the 
Bogard farm near San Saba.  
The Bogards moved to Col-
lege Station in 1965 and Mi-
chael got his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Texas A&M 
University in 1967. Amelia 
worked in the Plant Sciences 
department of Texas A&M 
during that time, processing 
soil samples and counting 
microscopic nematodes.

Following graduation, 
Michael went to work for 
the USDA Soil Conserva-
tion Service (SCS) in Vernon 
and Amelia went back to 
teaching sixth grade read-
ing at Vernon Junior High. 
Michael’s career with the 
SCS moved them to Mem-
phis, Texas in 1968, Lamesa, 
in 1970, and Groesbeck in 
1974. Amelia was a dedicat-
ed public-school teacher and 
was a positive influence on 
the lives of many students in 
Crosbyton, Vernon, Lamesa, 
and Groesbeck. She taught 
English at Groesbeck High 
School from 1975 until her 
retirement in 1994. She had 
joined the Groesbeck Study 
Club shortly after moving 
there and was instrumen-
tal in the beginning of the 
Academic Sweater Awards 
Program which would give 
sweaters and scholarships to 
students who were outstand-
ing academically. She was a 

sponsor of the National Hon-
or Society and was responsi-
ble for starting a school mu-
seum in the foyer of the new 
high school building.

After retirement, Amelia 
began serious research on 
family history. She complet-
ed her application with over 
sixty pages of documenta-
tion and was accepted into 
the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, Mexia Jona-
than Hardin Chapter in 1995. 
She served in multiple lead-
ership positions of the Chap-
ter from 1997 until 2003. 
Amelia’s membership in the 
Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas, Sterling C. Robert-
son Chapter in Waco was ap-
proved in 1999. She served 
the chapter in multiple roles 
including president from 
2011 to 2013.  After her hus-
band’s retirement in 2003, 
they moved to Gatesville.

Amelia was preceded in 
death by her parents, half-
sister, Marianna Forrest 
Brown Foust; brothers, Wal-
ter Ray Forrest and Nathan 
Kelly Forrest. 

Amelia is survived by her 
husband, Michael Henry Bo-
gard, son, Aubrey Wayne 
Bogard and wife, Susan 
Hughston Bogard; grandson, 
Noah William Bogard; broth-
er, Robert Forrest; and nu-
merous cousins, nieces, and 
nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions to the Republic of Tex-
as Museum fund in Amelia’s 
name would be appreciated 
at www.drtinfo.org. 

Mother Neff State Park 
will be kicking off the 
new year and 100 years 
of Texas State Parks with 
the First Day Hike of 2023. 
Bring family and friends to 
participate in the 11th year 
of a national partnership 
with America’s State Parks. 

The First Day Hike will 
begin at 9 a.m. and will 
continue through 3 p.m. 
The program is free, but 
there will be a park entry 
fee of $2 per person 13 

RV! Best deal around!  Pick-
ing can be enjoyed starting 
around 5 p.m. on Friday, 
Jan. 6 for those who would 
like to come early. The Blue-
grass kitchen opens at 11 
a.m. on Saturday and clos-
es at 5 p.m., and you don’t 
want to miss the homemade 
food this kitchen has to of-
fer at very reasonable pric-
es! The Pearl Book Cottage 
has more than 6,000 used 
books in various genres, all 
in excellent condition. The 
price in most cases is “buy 
what you want, pay what 
you want,” and all proceeds 
benefit the bookstore’s vari-
ous local charities. It’s the 
friendliest store in Texas, 
and you can’t beat the music 
and fun at the Pearl Com-
munity Center. Y’all come 
and bring friends! There’s 
no place like Pearl!

This week’s Bible verse: 
“One thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and strain-
ing toward what is ahead, I 
press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 
3:13-14 NIV 

Happy New Year from 
Pearl!!!

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center’s Face-
book page and the Pearl 
Cottage Bookstore and Re-
sale Shop Facebook page! 
Please send any Pearl news 
to betsyclark47@yahoo.
com.

PEARL NEWS

Pearl residents spread Christmas cheer 
BETSY CLARK

Pearl News Correspondent

Clark

P
earl Church of Christ members enjoyed a 

time of caroling, visiting, and fellowship 

last Sunday when a group of 14 young 

and young at heart went to The Oaks, The 

Meadows, Hillside Manor, and then finally to sing 

(and eat!) at Studebaker’s. 

COURTESY PHOTO

The 2022 Winter Wonderland Walkthrough recently collected a massive number of toys and mon-
etary funds for the Hidden Gem Family Care Center. Admission to the walkthrough event, which was 
held on Dec. 17, was an unwrapped toy. John and Sharon Myers, along with various sponsors, were 
instrumental in making the event a success and delivering toys to the Hidden Gem office. Pictured 
from left are Diana Barnett, Jennifer Featherston, John Myers, Julia Smith, Chanell Howard, and 
Chesney Smith.

WINTER WONDERLAND OF TOYS

Meals on Wheels is cur-
rently in need of volunteer 
drivers. Meals on Wheels 
is a federally funded pro-
gram for older adults who 
are homebound, unable to 
prepare a meal, don’t drive, 
and have no one to cook 
for them. The program pro-
vides home-delivered nutri-
tious meals to seniors in our 
community on local routes 
only. 

The Gatesville Senior Cen-
ter is looking for four driv-
ers per day to drive four 
different routes. The shifts 
will be Monday through Fri-
day, starting at 10:30 a.m. 
The Meals on Wheels run 
will take approximately one 

hour to complete. Volun-
teers can build their own 
schedules with no contract 
necessary. If you are a vol-
unteer age 55 or older, you 
may be eligible for different 
perks. 

Meals on Wheels America 
is the oldest and largest 
national organization sup-
porting the more than 5,000 
community-based senior 
nutrition programs across 
the country that are dedi-
cated to addressing senior 
hunger and isolation. This 
network exists in virtually 
every community in Amer-
ica and, along with more 
than two million volunteers, 
delivers the nutritious 

meals, friendly visits, and 
safety checks that enable 
America’s seniors to live 
nourished lives with inde-
pendence and dignity. By 
providing funding, leader-
ship, research, education, 
and advocacy support, 
Meals on Wheels America 
empowers its local mem-
ber programs to strength-
en their communities, one 
senior at a time. 

The Gatesville Senior 
Center is located at 208 N. 
Lutterloh in Gatesville. For 
more information contact 
the Senior Center Director, 
Pam Rudolph at 254-865-
8234.

Meals on Wheels needs volunteers

Mother Neff to host First Day Hike
years or older. Children 12 
years of age and under will 
be admitted free. Those 
wishing to participate can 
meet at park headquarters 
for information.

Be sure to bring water, 
wear sensible shoes, and 
dress accordingly to the 
weather. 

The Leon River Dutch 
Oven Gang will be serving 
black-eyed peas beginning 
at 11 a.m. and will continue 
to serve them until the peas 

run out. Mother Neff will 
have interpretive stations 
throughout the park, shar-
ing the park’s history and 
natural resources. 

Mother Neff’s First Day 
Hike is sponsored by H-
E-B and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. For more infor-
mation call 254-853-2389 
or visit TexasStateParks.
org/100years. Mother Neff 
State Park is located at 
1921 State Park Road 14 
near Moody. 
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Registered Black Angus 
Bulls, 18-24 months.
Contact 254-749-5749. 00029791

032

Miscellaneous
 

We buy junk cars with or 
without title. Call 254-721-
6592. 00029785

 

.22 AMMO- Several Hundred 
Rounds 12 cents a-round.
Call for information: 307-
690-5145 00029797

 

Firewood for Sale
$275 A Cord delivered
254-386-6120 00029804

037

Help Wanted

HELP WANTED! SALES-
MAN Auto or RV experience 
preferred. Must pass Drug 
Test & Background Check. 
Salary & Commission. Call 
Gatesville RV Service & 
Sales 254-865-7117. 
00029778

 

HELP WANTED! SERVICE 
WRITER/MANAGER! Auto 
or RV experience preferred. 
Must pass Drug Test & Back-
ground Check. Salary based 
on experience. Call Gatesville 
RV Service & Sales 254-865-
7117. 
00029779

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00029588

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00029753

 

Closed 12/27-12/31, Merry 
Christmas! The Boys & Girls 
Club Resale Shop, 1706 E. 
Main. Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-
5p.m. & Saturday, 9a.m.-
3p.m. 
00029764

1208 Westview #B & 1210 
Westview #A & B, Gatesville
Move in now with just a suit-
case!
Per diem rate offered!
Furnished, linens, dish-ware, 
all utilities, internet, & land-
scaping included.
Easy online application.
Contact us at 254-518-3590 
or visit our website at www.
executivepropmgmt.biz 
00029794

099

Public Notices
 
  

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Nurse Aide for Texas

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• RN Case Manager – FT 
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and 

Surrounding Counties

Infection Prevention:
•
Infection Control & Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• LVN – FT
• Scribe – FT

– FT
• Admission Clerk – PRN 

Wound Care Clinic: 
• RN or LVN – FT 

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT

EMS:
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – FT Nights 

*$10,000 BONUS

• RN – PRN all shifts
• ED Scribe – PRN

Health Information Management:

LAB:
• MLT PRN – Nights & some weekends

Material Management:  
• Housekeeping Supervisor – FT 
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 
• Central Supply Clerk – FT

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts

Patient Experience:

Coordinator – FT Days
• LVN – FT Days

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH MRT 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• PACU RN – FT 

*$10,000 BONUS

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and Commer-
cial, Complete Re-Roofs 

and Repairs, Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or Toll Free 
1-855-662-9900

00029022

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029750

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and Resi-
dential, Free Estimates

254-466-5128
00029751

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
00029752

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates, Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613
00029754

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 
00029756

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029757
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Public Notices

PROCUREMENT OF EN-
GINEERING SERVICES

The City of Gatesville will 
be developing an application 
to the Texas Department of 
Agriculture for the 2023-2024 
Community Development 
Program Fund for eligible 
activities associated to the 
Texas Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program 
(TxCDBG).  Accordingly, 
the City is seeking to contract 
with a qualified Engineering 
Firm to perform required sur-
veys, prepare all preliminary, 
final design plans and specifi-
cations, assist in bidding/ne-
gotiation, perform construc-
tion administration, and to 
conduct all necessary interim 
and final inspections. These 
services are being solicited to 
assist the City in its applica-
tion preparation and project 
implementation of a TxCD-
BG contract, if awarded, to 
support an Infrastructure Im-
provement project in the City 
of Gatesville.  
Please submit 3 hard copies 
and email a digital copy of 
proposal of services and/or a 
statement of qualifications to: 
William H. Parry, III, Gates-
ville City Manager, 110 N. 
8th St., Gatesville, TX 76528 
and at wparry@gatesvilletx.
com with a cc to anna@LC-
MSinc.com
Submittals for these services 
must be received by the City 
no later than 3:00 PM on 
January 9, 2023. The City re-
serves the right to negotiate 
with all individuals or firms 
that submit proposals, as per 
the Texas Professional Ser-
vices Procurement Act and the 
Uniform Grant and Contract 
Management Standards.  Sec-
tion 3 Residents and Business 
Concerns, Minority Business 
Enterprises, Small Business 
Enterprises and Women Busi-
ness Enterprises are encour-
aged to submit proposals.  All 
respondents must be regis-
tered with SAM.gov.
The City of Gatesville is an 
Affirmative Action/Equal Op-
portunity Employer. 00029802

Sealed bids for furnishing Co-
ryell County with a Deposi-
tory bank will be accepted 
in the office of the Coryell 
County Treasurer until 9:00 
A.M. on January 27, 2023, at 
which time the bids will be 
opened for inspection by the 
Commissioners’ Court. The 
bids should be addressed to 
the Honorable County Trea-
surer and the Commission-
ers’ Court of Coryell County, 
Texas. The contract will be 
awarded to the successful bid-
der on February 14, 2023.
For bid packet or questions, 
contact Randi McFarlin, 
County Treasurer at 254-248-
3104 or county_treasurer@
coryellcounty.org. 
00029805

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Joseph Brian 
Hyatt, Deceased, were issued 
on 11-15-22, in Cause No. 22-
10741, pending in the Coun-
ty Court-at-Law of Coryell 
County, Texas, to: Kathryn 
Marie Hyatt.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Kathryn Marie Hyatt
Estate of Joseph Brian Hyatt
201 W. Avenue F, H8
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

DATED the 15 day of Dec., 
2022.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Kathryn Marie 
Hyatt
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail:
doriraymistic@hotmail.com 
00029806

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamen-
tary for the Estate of Thomas 
Winfred Bell, Deceased, were 
issued on 11-15-22, in Cause 
No. 22-10739, pending in the 
County Court-at-Law of Co-
ryell County, Texas, to: Tilly 
Bell.

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered 
are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Tilly Bell
Estate of Thomas Winfred 
Bell
1007 Tyler Drive
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

DATED the 15 day of Dec., 
2022.

Dori Ray Mistic
Attorney for Tilly Bell
State Bar No.: 04091800
P.O. Box 246, Copperas Cove, 
Texas 76522
Telephone: (254) 547-6000 or 
6800
Facsimile: (254) 547-4157
E-mail:
doriraymistic@hotmail.com 
00029807
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Public Notices

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is subject

to the Fair Housing Act

which makes it illegal to ad-

vertise “any preference,

limitation or discrimination

based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial

status or national origin, or

an intention, to make any

such preference, limitation

or discrimination.” Familial

status includes children un-

der the age of 18 living with

parents or legal custodians,

pregnant women and people

securing custody of children

under 18.

This newspaper will not

knowingly accept any adver-

tising for real estate which

is in violation of the law. Our

readers are hereby informed

that all dwellings advertised

in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity

basis.

To complain of discrimina-

tion call HUD toll-free at 1-

800-669-9777. The toll-free

telephone number for the

hearing impaired is 1-800-

927-9275.

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

A better way to send your message
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Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528
FREE INSPECTIONS – 254-223-1971

Brian Riddle
Project Manager

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

TACLB69146E

Text your service request 

in to 254-216-3372

12 months 0% interest 

W.A.C.

After hours

service available

We do warranty & service all brands

Ryan Warren

254-865-9188
P.O. Box 1061 

Gatesville, TX

• New Construction

• Changeouts

• Service

• Repair

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Advertise.
Inspire. Sell.

Contact Bailey to reserve this 

space, 254-865-5212.

Building Supplies
WHITTW

ADAM DEIKE

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.772.8147 Mobile

254.865.9137 Fax
adam.deike@wbsupplies.com

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA CLAUS

DAVID SCOTT | 
THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Santa stops in

Santa Claus stopped by 
the Boys and Girls Club of 
Gatesville recently for a 
pancake breakfast. 

He visited with club 
members who were more 
than willing to share their 
breakfast with him.

For more information 
about the Boys and Girls 
Club, contact Gatesville 
Club Director Julie Hudson 
at 254-865-8347.
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Dodgeball blitz ends 2022 at Gatesville High School
Photos by David Scott


