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Spreading Christmas Cheer Police chief 
prepares to
bid farewell

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Members of the Gatesville High School choirs sang Christmas songs, as well as “God Bless the USA” during a meeting of the Gatesville Lions Club on 
Dec. 7. The performance was one of several concerts the choirs had held throughout the community this season. The choirs are under the direction of 
Cherith Wells.

Sam Crosby is following in the footsteps of his brothers
BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

Gatesville is proud to have one of its na-
tive sons return home to pastor at Trinity 
Baptist Church.

It could be considered a family tradition 
at Trinity – at least in the case of the Crosby 
brothers. A few months ago, Sam Crosby 
was named the pastor of the church follow-
ing in the footsteps of two of his brothers, 
David Crosby and Tim Crosby. 

In May of 1981, David Crosby was named 
the pastor of Trinity and remained there 
until 1987. He was followed by his brother, 
Tim, in 1997, who remained pastor until 
his retirement in 2021 after 24 years. Now, 
brother Sam Crosby has assumed the pas-
torship.

Sam, son of Donna Crosby and the late 
Russell Crosby, comes from a family con-
sisting of 13 brothers and sisters. Several 
members of his family were pastors includ-
ing grandfathers and great-grandfathers. 
Today, members of the Crosby family are 

part of churches across the state of Texas 
and beyond serving as children and student 
volunteers, Sunday school teachers, dea-
cons, elders, and worship leaders, to name a 
few of the roles in which they now serve. Of 
the 13 Crosby siblings, four are pastors and 
10 of the grandchildren are either serving 
in ministry positions or are preparing for 
them, and the importance of ministry con-
tinues to be evidenced among the Crosby 
great-grandchildren.

The same year he graduated from Gates-
ville High School, Sam began his ministry at 
the age of 18 when he pastored the Osage 
Baptist Church. While doing so, he contin-
ued his education at Baylor University, grad-
uating in 1989 with a Bachelor of Science 
in Education. In 1993, he graduated from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
with a Master of Divinity degree. He pastored 
in Osage for six years before moving on to 

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior writer & edi-
tor

A career in law en-
forcement is some-
thing that intrigued 
Nathan Gohlke since 
childhood, but after 
31 years in that line 
of work - includ-
ing 29 as a licensed 
peace officer — he 
will be hanging up 
the badge and work-
ing in an entirely dif-
ferent career.

Gohlke was sworn in as Gatesville police 
chief on March 8, 2005 and has worked for 
GPD since April 3, 1998. Before that, he 
worked as a jailer for the Hamilton County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The 1989 Gatesville High School gradu-
ate said he has been blessed to serve his 
hometown.

“I was born and raised here, and I’ve been 
very fortunate to be able to serve in this 
capacity,” Gohlke said. “Some people said 
it would be hard for me to serve as chief 
here because I know so many people, but it 
really hasn’t been that way at all.”

Although his parents tried to talk him 
out of going into law enforcement, they 
allowed him to sign up as a police cadet, 
which increased his desire to pursue a law 
enforcement career.

“It motivated me to work harder so I 
could be in this profession,” Golke said.

After high school, Gohlke attended Sam 
Houston State University before deciding 
to move closer to home and finish his law 
enforcement degree at McLennan Commu-
nity College in Waco.

“I didn’t have any family in law enforce-
ment, but doing this job was something I 
was set on and passionate about,” he said.

“I was fortunate enough to be hired in 
Hamilton County, and I fell in love with law 
enforcement right away.”

Although Gohlke had applied for jobs in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex and the 
Bryan-College Station area, he said he de-
cided he would rather stay closer to home.

“I had been the DARE (Drug Abuse Re-
sistance Education) officer in Hamilton, 
Evant, Jonesboro and Hico, and at that 

Nathan Gohlke
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FAMILY TRADITION: Three of the Crosby brothers who have now pastored at Trinity Baptist Church, 
including from left, Sam Crosby, Tim Crosby and David Crosby.

Trinity Baptist Church
A Church That Cares

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship 10:50 am
Bro. Sam Crosby, Pastor

1506 W. Main Street, Gatesville, TX
Church 865-8495 | Pre-school 248-0041

Mission Statement: 

“The family of Trinity Baptist 
Church exists to love God and 
people, teach God’s Word, and 
to help all mankind to follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ in
absolute obedience.”

BTC
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point Nicole (Gohlke’s wife) and I 
decided it was best for me to come 
back home to Gatesville.”

Nicole and Gohlke have been 
married for nearly 30 years, and 
have two children — Bailey, 23, 
who lives in Waco, and Brenden, 
18, who is scheduled to graduate 
from Gatesville High School in 
2023 and plans to attend Texas 
State University.

“Nicole has been with me the 
whole way for my entire law en-
forcement career,” Gohlke said.

A conversation with Daren 
Moore, owner of Scott Funeral 
Home, prompted Gohlke to con-
sider a new career as a funeral di-
rector.

“I’ve always liked helping peo-
ple, and doing that will allow me 
to continue doing so, just in a dif-
ferent way,” he said.

Gohlke has seen plenty of high-
lights and challenges during his 
law enforcement career, but said 
one of the things he remembers 
most was when he was a young of-
ficer.

“One of the scarier moments 
was when I was in Hamilton Coun-
ty and got a call about a man who 
was suicidal,” Gohlke said. “I met 

with the guy’s brother, and the 
man had left his house and went 
off into the woods. He had me in 
his rifle sights, but it all ended 
peacefully.”

As a young chief, one of Gohlke’s 
police officers in Gatesville was in-
volved in and arrested for robbing 
a bank.

And in 2018, Gohlke helped lead 
the response to an explosion at 
Coryell Health that killed one per-
son and injured several others.

Gohlke said he is glad that he 
has been able to serve this com-
munity.

“One of the things about Gates-
ville is fortunately it’s not a high 
crime area,” he said. “We have a 
low crime rate. Yes, aggravated 
type crimes happen but they are 

few and far between. Most of the 
crimes here tend to be property 
crimes.

“Gatesville is truly a great place 
to live, and our community has 
been good to the police depart-
ment. We have a positive rela-
tionship between the city and the 
police, and that makes a huge 
difference in being able to do our 
jobs successfully.”

Gohlke said it will be the people 
he works with that he will miss 
most, but he still plans to be an 
active member of the community. 
Part of his service to the communi-
ty will continue to be as a member 
of the Gatesville Exchange Club.

“There will be things I’ve done 
for the community as a chief that 
I won’t be involved with anymore, 
but I can still help people in other 
ways,” he said. “I’ll still be able to 
serve the community, just in a dif-
ferent way.

“This has been a great career, 
and I have no regrets. I’ve enjoyed 
being a part of the Gatesville Po-
lice Department, and I look for-
ward to being a part of the selec-
tion process for the next chief. The 
department has come a long way 
over the years, and it will continue 
helping make Gatesville a great 
place to live. I’m really thankful to 
have been a part of that.”
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After three decades in law enforcement, Nathan Gohlke is starting a new career 
with Scott’s Funeral Home.

“This has been a great ca-

reer and I have no regrets. 

I’ve enjoyed being a part 

of the Gatesville Police 

Department.“

NATHAN GOHLKE

POLICE CHIEF

City leaders narrowing down list of police chief candidates
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

With longtime Gatesville Police Chief Nathan Gohlke leav-
ing that position soon, the city of Gatesville is working to 
find a new leader to take over that role.

Gohlke said the city received 31 applications for the post 
and had narrowed the list to nine semifinalists. On Dec. 13, 
the goal is to further narrow the search and decide on three 

to five candidates to go through the interview process.
“It’s important to hire the right person, and not every-

one is the right fit for Gatesville,” Gohlke said. “Around Jan. 
5 we hope to interview candidates and a decision will be 
made shortly afterward. In theory we’d like for someone to 
be hired by Feb. 1. We have some very good applicants.”

Strategic Government Resources (SGR) is helping to lead 
the search and working closely with the city to help find 

a new chief is the former Midland police chief who has an 
extensive background in law enforcement.

Members of the Gatesville City Council, including Mayor 
Gary Chumley, have said they have been impressed with 
SGR and its search efforts. The Council also hired SGR to 
help fill the city manager post, which will be vacant when 
Bill Parry retires at the end of February.

the First Baptist Church of Lometa in 1991 
followed by pastoring at the First Baptist 
Church of Paducah in 1995. He was called to 
become the pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of San Saba in 1998 – serving there for 24 
years.

Upon his recent departure from the First 
Baptist Church in San Saba, Sam stated “Our 
family is going through a time of transition 
and change as we uproot our comfortable lives 
in San Saba to move to Gatesville and pastor 
the Trinity Baptist Church. God has a way of 
shaking us up – stirring our spirits and shift-
ing our focus for the next chapter of life. This 
decision was not something we planned or ex-
pected, but doors began to open, and the spirit 
of God began to nudge.”

When asked if he had received any advice 
from his brothers who were two of the previ-
ous pastors at Trinity, Sam said “They really 
did not give me any advice. They assured me 
of their prayers. They were thankful that I was 
coming to the church. I have sought advice 
from them and will continue to do that.”

Sam Crosby is married to Jan Davis Crosby, 
who graduated from Gatesville High School in 
1980. They will mark 37 years of marriage this 
month. They are the parents of four daugh-
ters, Sarah, Hannah, Tarah, and Joannah, and 
the grandparents of 12. 

“We are excited at what God has in store in 
the next phase of the journey,” Sam said.

PASTOR
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Sam Crosby stands outside Trinity Baptist Church of 
Gatesville, and is the third brother in his family to serve 
as pastor of the church.

GISD to purchase 3 new copiers for $70,423

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior writer & editor

The Gatesville Independent School District 
will spend $70,423 to replace three copy 
machines that are at the end of their service 
life.

“We have 35 Xerox machines that are 
owned by the school district,” said Darrell 
Frazier, the district’s chief financial officer. 
“In the fall of 2021, we entered into a con-
tract with Benchmark – before that we were 
with Parsons (Office Systems).

“This is a very important tool for teachers, 
and Benchmark is doing a much better job 
of maintaining our copies. There was a sup-

ply chain issue which was unacceptable for 
the district. Benchmark found an alternative 
and it is working like a charm right now.”

Frazier said the district typically purchas-
es one of two copiers each year to replace 
aging machines.

“There are heavy duty machines that are 
meant to last,” he said. The three that are 
being replaced were traded in to Parsons 
from Connally ISD, and they have a com-
bined 20 million copies on them. They were 
giving us trouble.”

Frazier said the new copiers will be placed 
at the elementary, intermediate and junior 
high schools.

On the Move

COURTESY PHOTO

1st Cav-
alry soldiers 
participate in 
a march on 
Fort Hood on 
Dec. 2.



who see 
things dif-
f e r e n t l y 
with a 
n e g a t i v e 
m o n i k e r . 
Try and un-
d e r s t a n d 
that none 
of us have 

all the answers and if we 
would simply listen and hear 
each other, our differences 
may not be as distinct as we 
thought. We might even find 
some solutions.

6. As we grow in popula-
tion, to not lose those quaint 
characteristics that make 
our communities special and 
unique.

7. Appreciate all the bless-
ings we have, living in the 
greatest country of the world 
and having the unique privi-
lege of being able to say we 
are a Texan. 

Hope your Christmas shop-
ping and holiday traditions 
are all going well. Treasure 
them, and each other. The 
Christmas season is here!

Thought for the day: There 
are three stages of Santa 
Claus: You believe in Santa 
Claus. You don’t believe in 
Santa Claus.  You are Santa 
Claus!

Until next time.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260
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WE NEED A HOME! CALL 254-865-2226 FOR INFO.

From the desk of

ANNETTE

COLE
CPA, P.C.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

I have retired and sold my practice to Kari Belt. 

I want to thank the community of Gatesville 

for your patronage and loyalty. 

It has been a pleasure serving you all.

For more information, call 254-865-8300 or 

email colecpa@embarqmail.com

Jed Gribble
Owner

Jed Gribble Sand & Gravel

Jednheather@aol.com  P.O. Box 1312

254-394-2849  Gatesville, TX 76528

Just this week I saw the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle 
campaign in action. When I 
see that red kettle and hear 
the bell ringing, I know it 
is nearly Christmas. I am 
thankful for all the help the 
Salvation Army supplies 
throughout the year with the 
money they it raises during 
the holiday season. I hope 
when you walk by one of 
those kettles you reach into 
your pocket and contribute. 
I have complete confidence 
the money that goes to the 
Salvation Army is well spent 
and makes a difference in 
the lives of others.

Seems like out of nowhere, 
decorations are in the store-
front windows, Christmas 
lights are on houses, and 
lots of families begin the 
ritual of the Elf on the Shelf. 
The hardworking folks with 
Toys for Tots are collecting 
and distributing items for 
needy children.  Churches 
all over town have readied 
their plans for their Christ-

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

The signs are everywhere that Christmas is 
around the corner

mas programs. All are signs 
Christmas is upon us.

Of course, it is a time for 
shopping and trying to find 
the right gift for those spe-
cial people in our lives. I hate 
that not many people send 
Christmas cards like they 
once did. Something about 
having a Christmas card with 
a personal message from 
a friend makes my heart 
warm. I am promising myself 
to send cards out before it is 
too late. 

I have been told by my 
family that I am a very hard 
person to shop for. If I really 
and truly need something, I 
already have gone out and 
purchased it. If I do not real-
ly “need” an item, I don’t re-
ally desire it. I am sure I did 
not have those feelings when 
I was 8 years old, but now 
my perspective has changed. 
I have a good home, a job I 
enjoy, great people to work 
with, friends to celebrate, 
and a wonderful community 
to live in. Lots of folks would 

kill to have those things in 
their life. I am content. But 
keeping with the tradition of 
Christmas, let me give you 
my brief Christmas gift list:

1. Good health and pros-
perity for my coworkers, 
friends, and family.

2. The Dallas Cowboys 
winning at least two playoff 
games. (I thought it would be 
more than a wish to ask for a 
Super Bowl win, so two play-
off wins would be fine).

3. The Dallas Mavericks 
to find some help for Luka 
Doncic, preferably a ball 
handling, passing machine 
who can shoot the lights out 
of the gym.

4. For understanding and 
unity to enter the hearts of 
all of us. To forget petty dif-
ferences and prejudices, and 
work together to find solu-
tions to our problems, put-
ting politics, power and con-
trol on the backburner, and 
placing the well-being of all 
on the forefront.

5. To stop labeling people 

T
here is no doubt about it, Christmas is right around the corner. I 

will never figure out how Christmas seems like a distant memory 

for most of the year, and then suddenly it is upon us like a spring 

tornado. 

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is a newspaper publisher, an actor, author, playwright, performer and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

HOUSTON

The Gatesville Country 
Music Hall of Fame Stage 
Show will host its Christ-
mas Special on Friday, 
Dec. 16, from 7 until 9 
p.m.

The program will be a 
gospel show in addition 
to having Christmas mu-
sic and specials. In addi-
tion to the stage band, a 
special vocal performance 
will be given by Rev. Rich-
ard Ray, the director of 
missions with the Tri-Riv-
ers Baptist Association. 

Ray will be accompanied 
by local guitarist Talon 
Keeney. There will also 
be a special illustration 
performance by Kevin P. 
Julliard of Copperas Cove.

Admission to the event 
will be free and the public 
is encouraged to get into 
the holiday spirit and at-
tend this Christmas Spe-
cial. The Gatesville City 
Auditorium is located at 
110 N. 8th Street across 
from the Gatesville Public 
Library.

Christmas Special 
to be held Dec. 16 
at City Auditorium

RECIPE

Musician Gene Hamilton, 
better known as “Bosque-
Bill,” recently performed at 
the Gatesville Senior Center 
and entertained those pres-
ent at the facility.

At an early age, BosqueBill 
was inspired by his parents 
to pursue music and en-
couraged to share his God-
given talents with others. 
“My stage name, Bosque-
Bill, was derived from the 
fact that my mom grew up 
in Bosque County, and my 
dad’s nickname was Bill,” 
Hamilton said. 

“I write and perform origi-
nal music and cover songs 
of various styles, including 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Gene “BosqueBill” Hamilton recently entertained folks at the Gatesville Senior Center. 

BosqueBill performs at Senior Center
traditional country, folk/
Bluegrass, and gospel,” he 
said. Hamilton stated that 
he was seven years old 
when his father first stuck 
an old Harmony guitar in 
his hands and began teach-
ing him chords so that the 
young lad could accompany 
his father on fiddle tunes. 
“That started my love affair 
with the guitar, and trust 
me, I have owned more than 
a few in the 58 years since 
that day I first wrapped my 
little fingers around the 
neck of that guitar,” Hamil-
ton said.

BosqueBill has performed 
in public for many years 

– getting started as a teen 
singing in church. “I still 
sing at churches as I get 
the chance, as well as stage 

shows, and restaurants.”
“I look forward to provid-

ing entertainment,” he said.

CHRISTMAS FRUIT DROPS

BY CINDY MARTIN

1 ½ c. sifted plain flour 
1 egg
½ tsp. baking soda
½ tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. salt
1 c. mixed candied fruit, finely chopped
½ c. butter
½ c. nuts, chopped
¾ c. sugar

Stir together flour, baking soda and salt. Cream to-
gether butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Add egg 
and vanilla, beat well. Blend candied fruits and nuts 
with flour mixture; blend into creamed mixture. Drop 
by teaspoon full on an ungreased cookie sheet. Bake 
at 350 for 10 minutes or until brown. Allow to cool 
on the cookie sheet for 3 minutes before removing to 
a wire rack to cook completely. Be careful; will burn 
easily.

A tasty favorite from 
the ‘Methodist Best’ 
cookbook

This recipe appeared in the ‘Methodist Best’ 

cookbook in 2008. The Gatesville Messen-

ger plans to run a series of recipes from that 

cookbook. If your church has a cookbook or if 

you would like to submit your own recipe of a 

favorite dish for possible publication, please 

email it to editor@gatesvillemessenger.com.
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OFF

Haynes Jewelry
103-C Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville • 254-865-6131

Now Open

MON.-SAT.

through Dec. 24

Exp. 12/24/22. 
Excludes repairs

Sunday, Dec. 25 • 10:30 a.m.
MORNING SERVICE ONLY

Mountain Baptist Church
6319 E. Hwy. 84

Sun ., Dec. 11
6-8 p.m.

LIVE NATIVITY

SCENE 

Wed., Dec. 21
6 p.m.

CANDLELIGHT 

SERVICE

BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS

DC Cherry Blossom Tour: 

Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023

East Coast Tour: 

Aug. 18-27, 2023

Home games at Washington 

Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston 

Red Sox. 

Home games at Yankees, Red 

Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, 

Mets & Little League World Series. 

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

Tours include additional sightseeing, motor coach transportation 

and quality hotels/game tickets.

540 10th (Hwy 181), Ste. 140, Floresville • 830-251-3288

48  
VENDORS 

INSIDE

SATURDAY, DEC. 17, 

9a-8p — OUTSIDE

POP-UP MARKET Free Hot Dogs!

Visit Top Hat on Facebook  
for photos and more!

7 DAYS A WEEK, 10a-6p

NEW SHOP IN 

FLORESVILLE

VENDOR MALL

At their November 
meeting, CRSP (Coryell 
Retired School Person-
nel) members learned 
about the Foundation 
Program. November is 
traditionally recognized 
as “Foundation Month” 
by the state TRTA orga-
nization and its affiliated 
local chapters, but many 
members are not fully 
aware of what the Foun-
dation actually does. 

The local Foundation 
liaison, Jo Ann Sugg, pre-
sented a brief explana-
tion of the functions of 
the foundation. There are 
six primary programs, 
which include:                                                                        

1. Disaster relief – The 
Foundation assists pub-
lic education employees 
and retirees who require 
emergency assistance for 
a short-term hardship re-
sulting from a disaster.

2. Classroom assistance 
grants – The Foundation 
awards to Texas public 
school teachers who, on a 
daily basis, demonstrate 
commitment to public 

ROB LOONEY
June 2, 1943 – Dec. 1, 2022

Rob Looney, age 79, of 
Evant, passed away peace-
fully at his home on Thurs-
day, December 1, 2022, after 
a long life of distinguished 
service to the State of Texas 
and the oil and natural gas 
industry. His attributes of 
kindness, generosity, and 
willingness to help others 
without recognition were 
legendary.

Graveside services were 
held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
December 9, at the Texas 
State Cemetery in Austin, 
with a reception following at 
The Gallery reception center 
on the cemetery grounds.  
Afterward, the Austin Club 
hosted a reception for fam-
ily and friends.

Robert Leroy Looney was 
born on June 2, 1943, in 
Hutchinson, Kansas, and 
grew up in Iola, Kansas. 
Rob’s determined nature 
was evident from an early 
age. While attending Iola 
High School, he competed on 
the football and basketball 
teams, and was an All-Amer-
ican Track and Field athlete. 
He performed off the field as 
well, winning a state award 
for an article in the school 
newspaper, and graduating 
in the top ten percent of his 
class in 1961. He leveraged 
his athletic skills to win a 
full scholarship to the Uni-
versity of Kansas, where he 
received a B.S. in Education. 
He went on to complete his 
graduate work at the Univer-
sity of Kansas School of Law, 

OBITUARIES

distinguishing himself as a 
Member of the Law Review 
and securing a Doctorate 
of Jurisprudence. All while 
married with two small chil-
dren and working part time. 
Immediately upon graduat-
ing from law school, Rob 
began his long career in the 
oil and gas industry with 
Phillips Petroleum Company, 
serving in the company’s le-
gal departments in Denver, 
Colorado; Juneau, Alaska; 
Austin, Texas and Bartles-
ville, Oklahoma. 

Rob left Phillips in 1976, 
to settle his family in Austin 
and joined the Texas Asso-
ciation of Business to rep-
resent corporate and busi-
ness interests before the 
State Legislature as Senior 
Vice President. In 1982, Rob 
embarked on a private le-
gal practice for the next six 
years, further cementing his 
reputation as a skillful attor-
ney and lobbyist. 

In 1988, Rob came on 
board the Texas Oil and Gas 
Association (TXOGA). During 
his 26-year tenure as Presi-
dent of TXOGA, Rob proved 
himself to be a capable and 
natural leader, steering the 
association on its success-
ful course through historic 
technological changes, es-
tablishing industry safety 
and responsible produc-
tion of natural resources, 
while empowering the Texas 
Economy. In partnership 
with Texas Mutual Insurance 
Company, he established the 
TXOGA Insurance Agency 
and the TXOGA Workers’ 
Compensation Safety Group, 
a model program in the 
state. Through real estate in-
vestments, Rob secured the 
location where TXOGA con-
tinues operations in down-
town Austin.  Rob served on 
the Interstate Oil & Gas Com-
pact Commission and the 
U.S. Oil and Gas Association, 
in addition to other state and 
national industry boards. 
Upon his retirement in 2014, 

TXOGA bestowed its high-
est honor, the Distinguished 
Service Award, acknowledg-
ing his lifetime achievements 
by the leaders of the oil and 
natural gas industry. 

Rob served as an Austin 
Club Board Member for 34 
years, 19 of which as Presi-
dent, from 1988 to 2007.  
Rob chaired the committee 
in selection of the Historic 
Millet Opera House as the 
future home of the Austin 
Club. In 2019, the Austin 
Club honored Rob’s years of 
dedicated service with the 
redesign and dedication of 
The Looney Suite. The Austin 
Club was a place where Rob 
was surrounded by friends 
and colleagues. 

 Rob retired to Evant with 
his wife Charlotte in 2014. 
He became an active member 
of the community, serving as 
president of the Evant Cham-
ber of Commerce, along with 
spearheading projects to im-
prove the community that 
he loved, including the Evant 
I.S.D. Heritage Foundation.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Walter and 
Helen Smith Looney; sis-
ter, Janice Weldin; brother, 
Charles Looney; and beloved 
hunting dogs Jeb and Harry.

Rob is survived by his wife, 
Charlotte Bennight Looney; 
daughters, Stacy Looney, 
Krissy Lilljedahl and their 
mother, Linda Strang Loo-
ney; son-in-law, Bobby Lil-
ljedahl; grandchildren, Lila 
Grace, Jace and Elli Lilljedahl; 
Charlotte’s children, Sheldon 
Bennight and wife, Jessica 
and their son, Jackson; Shel-
ley Barrett and her children, 
Gracie and Jett; brothers, 
Walter Looney and wife, Lyn-
deen, Larry Looney and wife, 
Jenel, Donald Looney and 
wife, Sue, Harold Looney and 
wife, Chris.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to the 
Evant I.S.D. Heritage Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 113, Evant, TX 
76525.

COURTESY PHOTO

SPEAKING ON FOUNDATION: Jo Ann Sugg addresses members of the Coryell Retired School 
Personnel at their November meeting. The topic of discussion was the Foundation Program.

Retired teachers learn about 
Foundation Fund at meeting
MARSHA LEE
Contributing Writer

education and Texas chil-
dren through creation of 
programs, events, and 
other learning platforms. 
Grants of $500 are given 
to 30 teachers each year.

3. Beginning teacher 
scholarships – Grants 
are given to reimburse 
applicants for certifica-
tion tests and test results 
and to help applicants 
purchase materials for 
their classrooms during 
their first year of teach-
ing. Two scholarships of 
$750 are given each year 
to college seniors earn-
ing an undergraduate 
degree at a Texas college 
or university or first-year 
public school teachers.

4. A Helping Hand – 
Launched in 2010, this 
program provides pub-
lic school retirees with 
charitable assistance for 
a one-time special need 
or other short-term hard-
ship. The goal in 2022 
was to set aside $27,000 
in grants for retirees in 
critical need.

5. Tutoring Program – 
This program provides 
online tutoring that will 
match retired Texas pub-

lic school teachers with 
students, families, and 
districts that need tutor-
ing services. This gives 
retirees an avenue to give 
back to their communi-
ties and to provide criti-
cal help for pupils and 
practicing educators who 
need to navigate the chal-
lenges of virtual learning.

6. Support for the Lehr-
Prichard Endowment 
Fund – The fund was set 
up to honor two great 
educators, Tom Prich-
ard and Mike Lehr, who 
worked with the “A Help-
ing Hand” program to 
help retirees in times of 
financial crisis. The en-
dowment fund will solid-
ify and expand the pro-
gram and ensure TRTF’s 
future as a fixture within 
the retired community.

The local chapter vot-
ed to make a donation 
to The Foundation. For 
more information on 
these programs, to look 
at requirements, to re-
quest application forms, 
and to check on dead-
lines, learn more at www.
trtf.org.

The Coryell County 
Clerk’s Office, joined by 
the District Clerk’s Of-
fice, will be 
changing their 
hours of op-
eration begin-
ning Tuesday, 
Jan. 3. The 
County Clerk’s 
office, nor-
mally closed 
for lunch 12-1 
p.m., will now 
remain open. 
The office will 
close early at 4:30 p.m. 
each weekday. After-hours 

appointments can be 
made for those needing to 
come in between 4:30 and 

5 p.m.
The District Clerk’s Of-

fice will also remain open 
during their scheduled 
lunch hour and will close 

each day at 4 p.m.
“I think this will 

be beneficial for all 
concerned,” Coryell 
County Clerk Jennifer 
Newton said.

County, District Clerk offices 
hours to change in January

MICHAEL DAVID 
JACKSON
May 2, 1958 – Nov. 29, 

2022

Michael David Jackson, age 
64, of Brownwood passed 
away on Tuesday, November 
29, 2022, at his residence. 

Funeral services were held 
at 10 a.m., Monday, Decem-
ber 5, at New Beginnings 
Church with Pastor Kelly 
Crenshaw officiating. Grave-
side services were held at 2 
p.m., Monday at Restland 
Cemetery in Gatesville.  Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Blaylock Funeral 
Home of Brownwood.  

Michael was born on May 
2, 1958, in Odessa to Charles 
Elmer Jackson and Wilda 
Louise (Whisenhunt) Jack-
son. He married Lorenna 
(Lori) Stanley on September 
22, 1975. Michael served his 
country in the Navy from 
1975 – 1981. He worked as 
a route salesman for Roy-
sales Company and Jackson 
Distributing and was active 

in the Jaycees from 1989 – 
1998. Michael was very much 
a family man and enjoyed 
playing computer games.

Those left to cherish his 
memory are his wife, Loren-
na (Lori) Jackson; his son-
in-law, Todd Vanmeter; and 
his grandsons, Chance C. 
Vanmeter and Adam Y. Van-
meter. He is also survived by  
nephews, many cousins, and 
friends.

Michael was preceded in 
death by his parents, Charlie 

and Wilda Jackson; his broth-
ers, Roy Nelson Jackson, El-
mer Jackson, and Clois Jack-
son; his daughter, Kimberly 
Michele Vanmeter; and his 
grandparents, Elmer and Ol-
lie Jackson, and Robert and 
Minnie Whisenhunt.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily asks that memorial dona-
tions be made to Corrine T. 
Smith Animal Center.

Online condolences for the 
family are welcome at www.
blaylockfuneralhome.com.
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The Work Projects Ad-
ministration cornerstone, 
which had been attached 
to the old Coryell Memo-
rial Hospital building for 
80 years, was recently re-
moved during the demoli-
tion of the building and 
given to Coryell County 
Judge Roger Miller. Miller 
said that the stone would 
either be given to Coryell 
Health Hospital for display 
or to the Coryell Museum 

DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer 

The 2022 Gatesville 
Winter Wonderland Walk-
through and Toy Drive will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 
17, from 5 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
Pictures can be made with 
Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus, the 
Grinch, Krampus and more. 
A new attraction this year 

Christmas Celebration

   

Offering Hope & Encouragement to Families

 DATE: DECEMBER 13, 2022

  TIME: 6:00pm-8:30pm

 WHERE: 708 Hwy. 36 West

              Gatesville, TX 76528

Family Event With:

Special Nutcracker Exhibit • Bounce House

Live Christmas Story – with free give away to kids

Live Music • Door Prizes • Tour of CTHH

Refreshments 

Given as an appreciation celebration to the Gatesville 
community, families, and surrounding areas for their 

support of CTHH! 

708 Hwy. 36 West, Gatesville, TX 76528
254-404-2260 | www.cthhouse.org

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

WPA CORNERSTONE: Judge Miller displays the Work Projects Administration (WPA) stone, which was 
located on the old Coryell Hospital.

Old hospital’s WPA marker 

stone to be given new home
and Historical Center. 

The hospital was con-
structed between 1942 and 
1943 by the Work Projects 
Administration (WPA), orig-
inally known as the Works 
Progress Administration.  
Over its eight years of exis-
tence, the WPA put roughly 
8.5 million of Americans 
to work. The WPA workers 
built more than 4,000 new 
school buildings, erected 
130 new hospitals, laid 

The Gatesville Public Li-
brary will be presenting 
“Milk and Cookies with San-
ta” on Wednesday, Dec. 14, 
at 11 a.m. Children will be 
able to enjoy milk and cook-
ies while listening to a story 
read by Santa Claus. The 
event is free, and the entire 

Milk, cookies with 
Santa set for Dec. 14

COURTESY PHOTO

MILK AND COOKIES WITH SANTA: Gatesville Public Library with 
host a ‘milk and cookies with Santa’ day on Dec. 14.

family is welcome to attend.
Those planning to attend 

should remember to bring a 
camera/phone so that they 
can have their photo made 
with Santa.

The Gatesville Public Li-
brary is located at 111 N. 
8th Street.

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

DONATION PRESENTED: Members of the VFW Post 8577 presented a donation check to Sharon Meyers for the funding of Winter Wonder-
land to assist Hidden Gem during the holiday season. Seated is Sharon Meyers, while standing, from left, are commander of the post, Ron 
Abrahamson; quartermaster, Michael Anastasio; president of the auxillary, Lucy Anastasio; and senior vice commander, Bill Abel.

Winter Wonderland walkthrough and toy 
drive to get underway Dec. 17

will be a train ride that will 
cost $1 per rider. Winter 
Wonderland Walkthrough 
will take place at 1518 Golf 
Course Road.

In the walkthrough, there 
will be numerous decorated 
Christmas trees, inflatables, 
and many Christmas deco-
rations. The 2021 event also 
had live actors, including 
Santa Claus and The Grin-

ch. Approximately 1,500 
visitors came to last year’s 
event, and the number of 
toys collected ensured that 
more than 70 children in 
the Coryell County area had 
presents to open on Christ-
mas morning.

The admission price for 
the Winter Wonderland is a 
new unwrapped toy. Mon-
etary donations will also 

From Staff Reports

On Saturday, Dec. 17, 
a benefit will be held for 
Wade Key and his family. 
Join the community in sup-
porting the Key family in 
its fight against cancer. The 
benefit will be held at the 
Gatesville Civic Center.

There will be a barbeque 
lunch at 11 a.m., and the 
cost will be $10 per plate or 
donation. At noon, a corn-
hole tournament will begin 

Benefit Dec. 17 for Wade Key
and will cost $50 per team. 
Contact Payton George for 
more information about the 
tournament.

A raffle, door prizes, 
and an auction will also 
take place at the event. 
The items will include gift 
baskets, a $200 Leon River 
Gift Certificate, a Glock 43X 
9mm, an AR-15 223/ 5.56, 
Tokarev 12-gauge shotgun, 
a deep freeze, a fire pit and 
grill, a Management Buck 
Hunt and a Black Buck/Axis 

Doe Hunt.
Sponsors of the benefit 

will be Mid-Tex Plumbing, 
TJ Electric, Stone Creek 
Ranch, S&S Fencing, Guns 
Unlimited, Sugar & Spice 
Catering, J&M’s Hill Country 
BBQ and Diamond C Ranch.

Payton George can be con-
tacted at 254-223-0207. The 
Gatesville Civic Center is lo-
cated at 301 Veterans Me-
morial Loop in Gatesville.

be accepted. All toys and 
proceeds will be donated to 
families of Coryell County 
through the Hidden Gem 
Family Center.

The Winter Wonderland 
Walkthrough and the Hal-
loween Candy Maze were 
ideas first conceived by 
Sharon Meyers and her hus-
band, John, to benefit chil-
dren in the community.

roughly 9,000 miles of 
storm drains and sewer 
lines, and built 29,000 
new bridges. 

In constructing the hos-
pital in Gatesville, the 
WPA workers quarried 
Coryell County Limestone 
to construct the walls of 
the structure. A few other 
WPA buildings still remain 
in Coryell County.

COURTESY PHOTO

GATESVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY: The modern Gatesville Public Li-
brary opened it’s doors for operation on January 21, 2003.
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DISPATCH

BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

As many of us are prepar-
ing to gather with friends 
and family this holiday sea-
son, let us take a moment to 
be aware of those who may 
be suffering with personal 
struggles.  Please be cog-
nizant of family members, 
friends, and those around 
us who may be isolated or 
dealing with loss.  While the 
Coryell County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has a Crisis Intervention 
Unit, they are often unavail-
able due to high call volume 
during the holidays.

An additional option for 
assisting someone you know 
experiencing a mental health 
crisis is the Mobile Crisis 
Outreach Team (MCOT).  

CITY OF GATESVILLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Dec. 4

2:10 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 4100 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

1:20 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 6300 
block of FM 116.

2:03 p.m., criminal tres-
pass was reported in the 
3400 block of Imperial Drive.

3:21 p.m., an intoxicated 
driver was reported in the 
9000 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.

5:53 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 800 
block of S. 7th Street.

8:07 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 100 block of 
S. 23rd Street.
Dec. 5

4:26 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
10000 block of S. State Hwy. 
36.

7:10 a.m., a reckless driver 
was reported in the 4000 
block of W. Hwy. 84.

9:10 a.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 300 
block of Carroll Drive.

12:01 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 100 block of 
River Place West.

12:10 p.m., an assault was 
reported in the 300 block of 
N. 14th Street.

1:49 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 2600 block of 
Powell Drive.
Dec. 6

6:03 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 200 
block of Lutterloh Avenue.

9:00 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 1400 block of 
Mill Street.

1:13 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 100 block of 
N. 30th Street.

3:10 p.m., an accident was 
reported in the 300 block of 
E. Main Street.

3:57 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of E. Leon Street.

7:08 p.m., an accident was 

reported in the 1400 block of 
E. Main Street.
Dec. 7

10:29 a.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 
100 block of Gateway Circle.

12:30 p.m., a brush/grass 
fire was reported in the 
15000 block of FM 107.

3:03 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2000 
block of Waco Street.

4:10 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
3300 block of E. Main Street.

6:09 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 400 block of 
Park Street.

7:00 p.m., reckless conduct 
was reported in the 4400 
block of S. State Hwy. 36.

CORYELL COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Dec. 4

2:11 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 4100 
block of S. Hwy. 36.

10:06 a.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
FM 2657.

1:20 p.m., a possible fire 
was reported in the 6300 
block of FM 116.

3:57 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Spotted Fawn 
Road.

5:20 p.m., a welfare con-
cern was reported in the 
10000 block of Hwy. 36.

6:40 p.m., a missing per-
son was reported in the 700 
block of Bluestem Drive.

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of 
December 4 - 7.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this is a partial list of more 
significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 9-1-1, 
while all other calls to the police department should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s 
office at 865-7201.

Dec. 5
9:47 a.m., criminal tres-

pass was reported in the 
9600 block of S. Hwy. 36.

11:18 a.m., a dog bite was 
reported in the 14000 block 
of S. Hwy. 36.

12:09 p.m., harassment 
was reported in the 900 
block of Straws Mill Road.

3:09 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 100 
block of Mulberry.

6:25 p.m., a fatality was re-
ported in the 3800 block of 
FM 1829.

9:28 p.m., poaching was re-
ported in the 2700 block of 
Pine Circle.
Dec. 6

7:53 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
1600 block of FM 1996.

9:24 a.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 100 
block of Tally Road.

10:10 a.m., a major acci-
dent was reported on FM 929 
at CR 245.

1:43 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 6300 
block of E. Hwy. 84.

4:12 p.m., harassment was 
reported in the 1000 block of 
Lutheran Church Road.

6:24 p.m., the burglary of 
a habitation was reported in 
the 3400 block of CR 318.
Dec. 7

7:15 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Old Fort Gates 
Road.

9:36 a.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 600 block of E. 
Hwy. 84.

11:52 a.m., identity theft 
was reported in the 300 
block of FM 107.

12:30 p.m., an out-of-con-
trol burn was reported on FM 
107 and CR 339.

6:06 p.m., a possible fire 
was reported in the 1000 
block of Twin Mountain 
Road.

6:45 p.m., a minor accident 
was reported in the 12000 
block of E. Hwy. 84.

Centex Crime Stoppers asks citizens to 
be aware of those who may be suffering 
with personal struggles during holidays

This is a team of Qualified 
Mental Health Professionals 
(QMHP) who are available to 
assess those in need either 
in person (if available) and 
by apps such as FaceTime.  
You can contact them by di-
aling 1-800-888-4036 where 
a certified intake specialist 
will take the initial informa-
tion.  If further assessment is 
needed, a QMHP will return 
your call for more specific 
information and to assist in 
forming a plan of action.  

This time of year can be 
especially difficult for many 
but, as always, the more we 
watch out for each other the 
safer we all are.  

If you have any informa-

tion about any case or any 
local crime, call Centex 
Crime Stoppers 24 hours a 
day at 1-254-865-8477 (TIPS) 
or visit our website at www. 
Centexcrimestoppers.org 
or by downloading the “P3” 
mobile app available on both 
the Apple app store and 
Google Play Store. You never 
have to give your name. If 
your information leads to an 
arrest, you may be eligible 
for a cash reward.

Crime Stoppers, citizens, 
police, and the media work-
ing together can make our 
community a safer place to 
live. Together we can make a 
difference.
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PERSONAL STRUGGLES: Family members and friends may be isolated or dealing with loss around the 
holidays.

The time has come for 
the release of the 2023 Su-
san Patricia Pitts Memorial 
Scholarship, sponsored by 
the John H. Reagan Chap-
ter 325 in Gatesville.

Noting their 10th anni-
versary of the scholarship, 
the chapter started the 
scholarship fund, but some 
of the ladies decided to per-
sonalize the scholarship by 
naming it after the mother 
of one of the charter mem-
bers whom they also knew 

Susan P. Pitts Memorial essay 
Scholarship underway

while growing up.
Mrs. Pitts was very de-

voted and a big cheer-
leader for her daughter’s 
education. Together, she 
and her husband made not 
only their daughter’s edu-
cational experiences more 
memorable, but they also 
spread the love by includ-
ing her classmates as well, 
when able.

The scholarship is open 
to any high school or col-
legiate (vocational or schol-

arly) students who either 
attend school in Coryell 
and Hamilton counties or 
have the home residency of 
Coryell or Hamilton coun-
ties.

There is an essay require-
ment. For information 
about the requirements 
and rules, please email 
johnhreagan325udc@ya-
hoo.com.

The scholarship essay 
will be due by 11:59 p.m. 
on April 15, 2023.

First Methodist Church 
representatives are ask-
ing that residents prepare 
their hearts for the holiday 
season as the First Method-
ist Chancel Choir, joined 
by other talented singers 
in the community, perform 

First Methodist Church to hold 
Christmas musical Dec. 11

Glorious Impossible on 
Sunday, Dec. 11, at 6 p.m. 
in the church sanctuary.

The musical, written 
by Russell Mauldin, sings 
of the miracle of Christ-
mas. The director will be 
Charles Ament, accompa-

nied by Rosemary Whittle 
and soloist Mary Kafer.

Admission will be free. 
First Methodist Church 
is located at 2600 E. Main 
Street in Gatesville.

The Evant Chamber 
of Commerce will host 
“Christmas on the Square” 
on Saturday, Dec. 17 from 
2 p.m. until 6 p.m. The pub-
lic is encouraged to attend 
and enjoy Christmas carols 
and a visit with Santa. Shop 
for holiday treats, crafts, 
funnel cakes, cookies and 

‘Christmas on the Square’ in 
Evant set for Dec. 17 

much more.
 Payment methods will 

include cash, Venmo, and 
PayPal.

 Vendors are wanted as 
well with no vendor fee re-
quired. Food trucks, TABC 
licensed beer and wine, 
home décor, Christmas 
décor, sweets, scents and 

novelty items. 
If interested in attending, 

visit www.evantchamber.
org or email EvantCham-
berinfo@gmail.com for the 
map and vendor apps. The 
Evant Christmas on the 
Square will be located on 
Hwy. 281 in Evant. 

Gatesville Adaptive 
Sports recently announced 
that registration for their 
Adaptive Soccer League is 
now available online start-
ing Monday, Dec. 5.  Gates-
ville Adaptive Sports is an 
organization which helps 

Gatesville Adaptive Sports of 
offer soccer league

children and adults with 
special needs ages 5 to 22.

The soccer league will be-
gin in February and will be 
free of charge. To sign up 
for the soccer league, visit 
http://www.teamsideline.
com/sites/GatesvilleTx/

current-programs. Volun-
teers are always needed 
and can register on the 
same site as well.

For more information, 
call the Gatesville Fitness 
Center at 254-865-4012.

From Staff Reports

The Gatesville Country 
Club will hold a Christmas 
party on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
at 7 p.m.

The country club will 
provide live music, plenty 
of drink specials, karaoke, 

Gatesville Country Club hosts 
Christmas party

dancing and lots of finger 
foods. There will be door 
prizes for everyone to have 
a chance to win.

The Gatesville Country 
Club Santa will be at the 
party as well for picture-
taking. There will be an 
ugly sweater contest, and 

the winning prize will be 
$100.

Be sure to RSVP at the 
clubhouse. The Gatesville 
Country Club is located 
at 1308 Golf Course Road 
in Gatesville and can be 
reached at 254-965-6917.
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COUNTRY CLUB CHRISTMAS: Gatesville Country Club to host Christmas party. 
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GOSSETT TRANSMISSION SERVICE

JIM GOSSETT RAY GOSSETT

1900 Main St.
Gatesville, TX 76528

Haynes Jewelry
             Serving Gatesville Since 1971

            Watch & Jewelry Repair
            Circle E Candles

103 C. Hwy. 36 Bypass North  •  865-6131

FREE ESTIMATES: (254) 865-9926
TPCL 13187

Tim Beck’s
Maytag Home Appliance Center

4829 E. US Hwy. 84, Gatesville • 254-865-5705

NAME BRAND SALES:
Maytag • Whirlpool • Amana • Kitchen Aid

BAKERY * DELI * PHARMACY
FRESH CUT MEAT MARKET

1207 E. Main 865-8491

108 S. 6th St., Gatesville, TX | (254) 865-2615 | www.leairdsfurniture.com

Furniture & Appliance
“A Central Texas Tradition Since 1898”

BAPTIST
 BETHEL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH: 3835 CR 
127, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 
Elder, Hugh Montgomery, pastor; Peabody community 
5 miles south of Pearl, 4555 FM 1690, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 4th Sunday each 
month at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Steven L. Bogan, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 and FM 116; Sunday services - Bible 
study 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
 CANAAN BAPTIST CHURCH: Jim Keever, senior 
pastor; 177 Coryell City Road, Crawford; Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
 COLD SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH: Bob 
Phillips, pastor; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
5:30 p.m.
 EASTWOOD BAPTIST CHU RCH: Lynn Parks, 
pastor; 2518 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 10:50 
a.m.; Wednesday evening services, 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF EVANT: Dane 
Barron, pastor; 200 Live Oak Street, Evant; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., adult Bible study 6 p.m.; Wednesday services 
- kids’ and youth Bible study 6 p.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FLAT: 9775 
TX-36, Gatesville; Sunday School 9 a.m.; Sunday 
Worship 10:15 a.m.; Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study 
7 p.m.; Wednesday Youth Group & Kid Knights 7 p.m.; 
Wednesday Supper first Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m.; Men’s Breakfast second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30 a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF GATES VILLE: 
912 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:45 
a.m.
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OGLESBY: 120 
College Ave., Oglesby, Tx 76561; Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am; Wednesday evenings – supper at 5:40 pm, Kids 
& Youth Group 6:00 pm, Prayer meeting 6:00 pm; 
Jeremy Sanders, Pastor.
 GATEWAY BAPTIST CHUR CH:  Michael 
Bragdon, Pastor; 2819 South Hwy. 36, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m., evening worship 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
  HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH:  A.C. Painter, 
pastor; 1750 FM 215, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday evening 
worship 6:30 p.m.
 HAY VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH:  3110 Hay 
Valley Road, off Hwy 36 North.  Sunday morning 
services – Sunday School 10:00 am, Worship 11:00 
am.  AWANA children’s ministry Sunday evening 
5:00 to 7:00 pm.  Bible Study for men and women 
on Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
 JONESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH: Matt Dossey, 
pastor; 11420 North State Hwy. S, Jonesboro; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
10:50 a.m.
 KING BAPTIST CHURCH: Charles W. McKamie, 
pastor; 6730 FM 1783, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m., 
evening worship 6 p.m.
 LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH: Royse T. Cockrell, 
DMin., Pastor; Corner of FM 107 & HWY 36, Gates-
ville; Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Morning Service 
11:00 a.m., Second Service 1:00 p.m., Family Bible 
Study Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
 LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Ken Laney, 
pastor; 113 FM 107, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., morning worship 10:30 
a.m., Wed. evening Adult, Youth and Children’s Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m.
 MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHUR CH: Rev. Kurt 
Fuessel,  pastor; 6319 US-84, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 

11 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m. Prayer meeting 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday.
 OSAGE BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris Thomas, 
pastor; 7505 FM 185, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PEARL COUNTRY CHURCH: 2082 FM 1690, 
Gatesville; Sunday morning worship 10 a.m.
 PECAN GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH: 6545 FM 
107. Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 P IDCOKE BAPTIST CHURCH:  Dona ld 
McConnaughhay, pastor; 11125 FM 116, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 10 a.m., worship 
service 11 a.m. www.pidcokebaptist.com
 PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH: Chris 
Post, Pastor; CR 301, Jonesboro, TX; Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday worship at 11 a.m.
 PRIMERO IGLESIA EMANUEL: One mile north 
of Evant, Hwy. 281; Sunday services - Sunday School 
10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 PURMELA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: 875 FM-
932, Purmela; Sunday services - Sunday School 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
 SWEET HOME BAPTIST CHURCH: 511 North 
14th, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday school 
9:30 a.m.,   Sunday morning worship 11 a.m.; 
Wednesday services - Wednesday evening worship 
7 p.m.
      SPANISH BAPTIST  CHURCH:  Ezequiel Casas, 
pastor; 113  Veazy Drive, Gatesville; Sunday Services; 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., worship 11:00 a.m., 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6:00 p.m.
 TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH: Bro. Sam Crosby, 
Pastor; 1506 West Main, Gatesville; Sunday services 
- Sunday School 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:50 
a.m. Wednesday night services - activities for adults, 
youth, and children 6:30 p.m. Email: trinitybctx2@
centurylink.net. Church: 254-865-8495 or Pre-school: 
254-248-0041.
 TURNERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH: Jon 
Crosby, Pastor; 8120 FM 182, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 10 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m., Wednesday night Bible study, 6 p.m.    
 WESTVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH: Interim Pastor: 
Eddie Taylor; 1102 West Main Street, Gatesville; 
Sunday School  10 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.
  WHITE HALL BAPTIST CHURCH: Mike Barron, 
pastor; 2040 CR 238, Gatesville; Sunday school at 
10 a.m.; Sunday morning worship services 11 a.m.; 
254-679-3200. 
  WHITE MOUND BAPTIST CHURCH: Bruce Cox, 
pastor. Sun. services - Sun. School 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m. 642 CR 320. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. MOUND COWBOY 
CHURCH Bruce Cox, pastor; Sunday services - morn-
ing worship 9 a.m., Sunday school 9:30 a.m. Men’s 
breakfast every third Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 
Inside: 3075 FM 931, outside: 2000 CR 321. Mailing 
address: P.O. Box 103, Mound, TX 76558. For more 
info. and location, call 254-865-5908.
 CATHOLIC
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Rev. Jayaraju Polishetty; 1108 W. Main, Gatesville; 
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. (English) & 12:00 p.m. 
(Spanish Mass), Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at 12:15 
p.m. and Wednesday through Friday at 7:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
 CEDAR RIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Deral 
McWhorter, minister; 104 Cedar Ridge, Gatesville; 
Sunday services - Morning worship 10 a.m., evening 

worship 6 p.m.
 EVANT CHURCH OF CHRIST: Will Vann, 
Preacher; 310 West Brooks Drive, Evant; Sunday 
services-Bible Study 9:30 a.m., morning worship 10:20 
a.m., evening worship 12:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.
 FORT GATES CHURCH OF CHRIST: 4605 St. 
Hwy. 36 South, Gatesville; Sunday services - Morning 
worship 10:30 a.m. 
 GATESVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST: Justin 
Hall, minister; 2417 East Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
Bible class 9:30 a.m., morning service 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible classes 6:30 p.m.
 LA IGLESIA DE CRISTO: 2413 East Main, 
Gatesville; clases y servicios en Español, 10:00 
a.m.–11:30 a.m., Solamente en domingos.
 MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST: 1955 CR 3640, 
Copperas Cove, TX 76522; Sunday 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study, 10:30 a.m. Worship; Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 
Bible Study; Royce 512-734-5390 or Steve 254-865-
3559.
 PEARL CHURCH OF CHRIST: 6790 FM 183, 
Pearl; Sunday services - morning worship 10:30 a.m.
 CHURCH OF GOD
 CORNERSTONE,  Greg Demmitt, pastor; 338 
State School Road, Gatesville; Sunday services - 
morning worship 11 a.m. www.facebook.com/pages/
cornerstone/140632994733

LUTHERAN
 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH: David Reedy, 
International Interim Pastor; 922 Lutheran Church Rd. 
in Copperas Cove; Sunday morning Bible Study at 
9:15 a.m.; Sunday morning worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 ST.  JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. 
Christopher Richman, PhD; 10801 FM 929, Gatesville, 
Coryell City; Sunday services - Morning worship 9 
a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH: Rev. John 
Heckmann, pastor; Hwy. 36 and FM 1114, The Grove; 
Sunday services - Sunday School 9 a.m., worship 
10:15 a.m.

METHODIST
 BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: 
Sunday services - 11 am. 2nd & 4th Sundays. 2 miles 
north of Ireland on FM 932.
 EVANT METHODIST CHURCH: 235 US-
281,Evant, Dennis Dutton, Pastor; Sunday morning 
worship 10 a.m.
 FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF GATESVILLE: 
2600 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Stephen Schmidt, 
pastor; Sunday worship - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. WEDNESDAY WORD: 
Meal at 5:30 p.m. $3; youth, Children and Adult Bible 
Studies at 6:00 p.m. AA meets Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 6:30 p.m. Visit us at fumcgatesville.org 
for more information.
 OGLESBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH: Kent 
Berry, pastor; 109 College Street, Oglesby; Sunday 
services - morning worship 9:00 a.m.
 PIDCOKE METHODIST CHURCH: Bill Jones, 
Pastor; Hwy. 116 North, Pidcoke; Worship service 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 254-677-6242.

MORMON
 CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS: 206 South 26th Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
services -Sacrament services 10  a.m., Sun. School 
10 a.m

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 CHRISTIAN LIFE CHURCH: Frank Rosenstern, 
pastor; Hwy. 84 West; Sunday services, 10:30 a.m.; 

Thursday services, 7:00 p.m. 
 CORYELL COMMUNITY CHURCH: Daniel 
Crowther, Pastor; 115 N. Levita Rd., Gatesville, 
248-0849. Sunday Worship services  9am & 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday services 6pm; Adult Bible Study, 
Children’s Ministry and C3 Student Ministry.
 CORYELL FELLOWSHIP CHURCH: Doran 
Belknap III, Pastor; Sunday service 11:00 a.m., 8205 
FM 182, Turnersville; (254) 218-5901.
 COVER2COVER MINISTRIES: Pastor: Rev. 
Brandy Spiker, Sunday morning service 10 a.m., 
Sunday evening service 6 p.m., Wednesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. 407 SH-36, Ste. 4 & 5, Gatesville.
 GATESVILLE REVIVAL CENTER: Wes Covey, 
Pastor; Sunday school 10:00 a.m., Sunday morning 
11:00 a.m., Sunday evening 6 p.m., Thursday evening 
7 p.m. 2518 Bridge St., Gatesville, 254-392-9472.
 GRACE ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH: 
Wray Nunn, pastor; Sunday morning worship at 
10:30 a.m. & Wednesday evening worship at 6:30 
p.m. at Gateway Learning Center, 2315 Osage Road, 
Gatesville.
 GRACE BIBLE CHURCH: Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m. and Sunday Services at 10:45 a.m. 4012 US 
Hwy. 84, Gatesville.
 HARVESTING SOULS INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH: Mike & Martha Johnson pastors, 503 N. 
11th Street, Gatesville, 865-6222. Sunday morning 
worship 11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study Ministries 
(Men, Women, children) 6:00 p.m. “Overcomers” a 
TDC and state approved 12-step recovery program 
meets Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
 JOHNNY WATKIN’S MEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. aqui se reune 
La Iglesia de Cristo, in the 2400 Block of East Main 
Street, Gatesville.
 LEVITA BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: Peter M. Mafwal, 
Pastor; 4460 FM 930, Levita; Sunday Bible Study at 
9:45 a.m.; morning worship at 10:45 am.
 MOTHER NEFF FAITH TABERNACLE: William 
Bertelsen, Pastor; 1415 Texas Hwy. 236; Sunday 
services - 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible 
Study at 7:00 p.m.
 PEARL COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: 6735 FM 
183, Pearl. Sunday Services- 9:00 a.m.
 THE HOUSE THAT GOD BUILT: Bill Trotter, 
pastor; 3412 E. Main Street, Gatesville; Sunday 
service 11 a.m., Wednesday service 7 p.m.

PENTECOSTAL
 TABERNACLE OF PRAISE UPC: Rev. Jimmy 
Skiles, pastor; 202 E. Main, Gatesville; Worship 
services - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am; Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm; www.gatesvilletop.org. 254-206-
1826.
 MOUNT CALVARY CHURCH OF GOD IN 
CHRIST: Rev. Lee O. Ford, pastor; 514 N. 13th 
Street, Gatesville; Sunday services - Sunday School 
9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., weekly services, Wed. 
Bible Study 6:30p.m.-7:30 p.m., Wed. night service, 
7:30p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Rev. Dr. Buddy 
Wheat, pastor; 1110 E. Main, Gatesville; Sunday 
services - Sunday School 9:45 a.m., morning worship 
11 a.m.

SPANISH
 BIENVENIDOS AL HOGAR DE DIOS: Horario 
de servicios: Domingos a partir de las 2:00 p.m. 
Te esperamos! 6226 E. Hwy. 84, Gatesville, Texas 
76528.

WESLEYAN
 CORYELL VALLEY CHURCH: 4995 FM 929, 3.5 
miles from S.H. 36; Worship Saturdays at 5 p.m., Bible 
study Sundays at 5 p.m. www.coryellvalleytexas.com. 

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL
 BOOTS -N- SADDLE COWBOY CHURCH: 
Max Gunn, pastor; 254-248-1850; 10 miles west 
of Gatesville on HWY 84; Sunday Service @ 10:30 
a.m.; Wednesday  Night Service @ 7:00 p.m.; Youth 
Sunday Service @9:45 a.m. 
 HIGHWAY 2 HEAVEN BIKER CHURCH: Monty 
& Tammy VanHorn, pastors; 1608 W. Main St., 
Gatesville; Sunday Praise and Worship 11 am, 
Wednesday Bible Study Rally-6 pm, 254-865-4076.

THIS SPACE IS 

AVAILABLE.
Call 254-865-5212.

Grib’s Construction

 2000 Violet Lane
 Gatesville
 254-248-4171

Coryell Feed & Supply

213 Main Street

(254) 865-6315

2302 Main Street

Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-8884Call (254) 865-8489 for all your construction needs!

Scott’s
Funeral Home

www.scottsfh.com
2425 E. Main Street ~ 254-865-5411

Gifts • Household

865-6900
2820 S. State Hwy. 36

Delivery • Drive Thru

865-2417
2513 S. State TX 36

The Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Buddy Wheat, DMin., Pastor

1110 E. Main Street         Gatesville, TX

254-865-5328

www.tpcgatesville.org
2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX 

(254) 865-2520 • www.fumcgatesville.org

First Methodist Church
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

912 E. Main St.  |  254.865.2014

www.fbcgatesville.com

SUNDAYS: Sunday School 9:45 am, Worship 10:50 am

WEDNESDAY  SERVICES: 6:00 pm

254-865-2948 • www.ebcgatesville.org

Eastwood Baptist Church

“Sharing, caring & inspiring for Jesus”

2518 East Main Street • Gatesville, Texas 76528

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

Seek
Holiness 
First
Make every effort to live in peace 

with everyone and to be holy; 

without holiness no one will see 

the Lord. —Hebrews 12:14 NIV

Joy can be had without the psychological feeling of happiness. A deeper sense of joy 

is often the result when we know that we have done the right thing, despite things not 

working out happily. Sometimes in the midst of tragedy the most that we can hope for 

is that we have done the right thing and that our integrity is intact. Our culture is so 

focused on the shallowest version of happiness, i.e., the psychological or emotional 

feeling of happiness, that we sometimes lose sight of holiness. Seek holiness first, 
not happiness, and realize that sometimes happiness is just not part of the plan. This 

can be hard to accept, because we think that justice and fairness should reward virtue 

with happiness. But remember that virtue is the very thing that makes us deserving 

of happiness and there are many seemingly happy people who are lacking in virtue.     

– Christopher Simon
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Director of Public Relations/Marketing and Hospital Liaison:

Susie Meelbusch 254-383-2307

We accept all insurances, Medicare and Medicaid

300 S. Hwy. 36 Bypass 254-865-7575 

Gatesville, TX 76528 www.hillsideml.com

SHORT TERM AND LONG TERM CARE

M E D I C A L    L O D G E

Courtney is one of our 
Assistant Directors of Nursing. 
She has recently been working 

overtime and is helping 
cover shifts! Through it all, 

she has stayed positive and is 
always helpful! 

Department Head of the Month:

Courtney Gibson

Employee of the Month:

Brenda Summers 

Brenda is one of our CNA’s. 
She worked for Hillside for 

many years and has recently 
returned. She works with true 
passion for her job, is a team 

player and picks up shifts 
wherever needed! Also, the 

residents love her! 

Congratulations and thank you 
for all you do! 

We appreciate you!!!

I took it upon myself for 
more stories from her. She 
said she did not feel she was 
a really great writer, but she 
would tell me stories and I 
could write them down – so 
here goes.

I asked her if they were 
embarrassed when visitors 
came to see them, and their 
clothes could be seen hang-
ing on a nail. She said that 
they didn’t have that many 
clothes to begin with and ac-
tually no nail was crowded, 
but she decided to use her 
mom’s red fingernail pol-
ish and painted her nail red 
so it would be pretty. Sister 
dear was determined to do 
something with her nail, so 
she used Christmas ribbon 

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

The Gatesville Parks and 
Recreation Department re-
cently installed two regula-
tion Pickleball courts at Raby 
Park. The courts are located 
adjacent to the City Pool and 
Skate Park and were opened 
for public use on Nov. 30.

Parks and Recreation Di-
rector, Seth Phillips, said 
that Pickleball is “the fastest 
growing sport in the United 
States.” Phillips said that 
future pickleball leagues 
and tournaments will be an-
nounced at a later date.

For those asking what 
pickleball is, Gatesville Parks 
and Recreation Department 
explained that pickleball is 
a fast-growing and fun sport 
that combines many ele-
ments of tennis, badminton, 
and ping-pong. It is played 
both indoors and outdoors 
on a badminton-sized court 
with a slightly modified ten-
nis net. Players use a paddle 
and plastic ball with holes. 

and made streamers to hang 
down. “Now at least every-
one knew our nails!”

She also said if we watch 
the cowboy movies you will 
notice those people used 
nails in their homes back 
then; customs are passed 
on, as they still are about 
different ways of living. For 
instance, we don’t say ice-
box, we say refrigerator and 
deep freezer. She continued 
on that subject about, she 
can still see in her mind the 
huge, thick quilt her mama 
used to wrap a block of ice 
in to bring the ice home 
from Gatesville to put in 
the bottom of their icebox 
to try and keep some foods 
at least cool. Even in the 

The game is played as dou-
bles or singles.

Pickleball was “born” in 
Bainridge Island, Washing-
ton. The founders were Joel 
Pritchard, Bill Bell, and Bar-
ney McCallum. Pritchard’s 
wife, Joan, a rower, named 
the game after the poorest 
performing rowers who pop-
ulated what crew aficionados 
called the pickle boat. Many 
reports that the sport was 
named after the family dog, 
Pickles, turned out to be in-
correct as the dog was born 
five years after pickleball was 
first played in Pritchard’s va-
cation backyard.

Thousands of pickleball 
players comprise a wide 
cross section of the popula-
tion. Seniors, juniors, adults, 
men, and women enjoy the 
physicality as well as the 
feelings of camaraderie the 
sport invokes.

With the recent creation 
of the two pickleball courts, 
Gatesville has now joined the 
rest of the country in the fun 
recreational sport.

DAVID SCOTT  | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

PICKLEBALL COMES TO GATESVILLE:  Two regulation Pickleball courts have now been installed at Raby Park.

New pickleball courts 
have been installed at 
Raby Park near pool

The Red Nail
Reflections of Sandra Tatum as told to her daughter, Se’Vette Early

winter months she did this; 
actually the ice lasted quite 
awhile even though the fire-
place was still roaring – “re-
member, we had to be kinda 
warm.”

Thought for the day: “Yes, 
I do love my refrigerator and 
am so thankful for modern 
conveniences – as I think 
most of us are. I’ve read that 
red is not to be used when 
decorating a room because 
it might make some people 
feel angry, but my red nail 
made us happy, or at least it 
did me – and no I didn’t get 
in trouble for using mom’s 
red fingernail polish, and I 
did not spill any of it either! 
Lucky me and my pretty red 
nail!”

COURTESY PHOTO

THE RED NAIL: Sandra Tatum reflects on her childhood and a red nail used to hang her clothing on. 

The Central 
Texas Hospi-
tality House 
will host their 
Christmas Cel-
ebration on Tuesday, Dec. 
13 from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

The celebration will in-
clude various family ac-
tivities. There will be a 
special nutcracker exhibit, 
a bounce house, live music, 
door prizes, refreshments, 
a tour of the Central Texas 

Hospitality House, and a 
live Christmas story with 
a free giveaway for the 
kids. 

The Christmas Celebra-
tion is given as an appre-
ciation celebration with 
the Gatesville community, 
families, and surrounding 

areas for their 
support of the 
Central Texas 
H o s p i t a l i t y 
House. 

The Central Texas Hos-
pitality House is located at 
708 Highway 36 in Gates-
ville. For more information, 
contact 254-404-2260 or 
email cthospitalityhouse@
gmail.com.  

Central Texas Hospitality House to 
host public Christmas Celebration

M
other has had compliments on her article titled “The Eggs 

Froze Under the Bed” which appeared in the Sept. 16 issue of 

The Gatesville Messenger.

BY SE’VETTE TATUM
Contributing Writer

From Staff Reports

The Gatesville Fitness Cen-
ter will hold a Santa Sprint 
race on Saturday, Dec. 17. 
The Christmas-themed race 
will begin at 7 a.m. and will 
start and finish at the Gates-
ville City Pool.

The 5K and 10K will have 
prizes awarded to the top 
three male and female run-
ners in each age group. The 

Fitness Center sets Santa Sprint 
Dec. 17 at Gatesville city pool

Kids K will complete two 
laps around the top half of 
Raby Park (0.76 miles). The 
Kids K will include the ages 
of 12 and under. Christmas-
themed medals will be given 
to each participant.

Tickets for the 10K and 5K 
will cost $25, and the prices 
will increase after Wednes-
day, Dec. 14, at 11:59 p.m. 
The Kids K will cost $15 per 
ticket, and registration will 
close on Dec. 14 at 11:59 

p.m. It will reopen for the 
Kids K on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
at 12 a.m.

Tickets can be bought by 
visiting runsignup.com/
gatesvillesantasprint. The 
Gatesville City Pool is locat-
ed at 300 South 8th Street in 
Gatesville. For more infor-
mation on the Santa Sprint, 
contact the Gatesville Fit-
ness Center at 254-865-
4012. 
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Central Counties Services 
(CCS) is seeking qualified 
applicants for a full-time 
Case Worker position at our 
Gatesville, TX facility. Work 
involves developing and 
maintaining contact with indi-
viduals, families, and service 
providers for medical, social, 
educational, and other related 
client service needs. The as-
signed shift is normally Mon-
day-Friday 8AM-5PM, but 
may vary at times. Bachelor’s 
Degree is required. CCS of-
fers a generous benefits pack-
age that includes paid health, 
life and long-term disability 
insurance, paid PTO, Center 
retirement contribution, and 
paid holidays. Optional 457 
and Roth retirement plans 
available. A detailed position 
description is available on 
the Center’s website. All ap-
plicants can apply online at 
www.centralcountiesservices.
org. EOE 00029768

HELP WANTED! SALES-
MAN

Auto or RV experience pre-
ferred.
Must pass Drug Test & Back-
ground Check. Salary & Com-
mission.
Call Gatesville RV Service & 
Sales
254-865-7117. 
00029778

 

HELP WANTED! SERVICE 
WRITER/MANAGER!

Auto or RV experience pre-
ferred.
Must pass Drug Test & Back-
ground Check. Salary based 
on experience.
Call Gatesville RV Service & 
Sales
254-865-7117. 
00029779

  

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured. 
00029588

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287. 
00029753

Christmas items 1/2 price! 
Items with tags written in 
blue $1 or less 12/13-12/17. 
The Boys & Girls Club Resale 
Shop, 1706 E. Main. Tuesday-
Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. & Satur-
day, 9a.m.-3p.m. 00029762

078

Apartments
 

1208 Westview #B & 1210 
Westview #A & B, Gatesville
Move in now with just a suit-
case! Per diem rate offered!
Furnished, linens, dish-ware, 
all utilities, internet, & land-
scaping included. Easy online 
application. Contact us at 254-
518-3590 or visit our website 
www.executivepropmgmt.biz 
083

Commercial for Lease
 

Office Space for Lease
2 units, 1 restroom, storage 
space, and covered parking. 
Call (254) 223-0722 after 4 

p.m. to schedule a visit.

 

    

 

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Nurse Aide for Texas

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• RN Case Manager – FT 
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and 

Surrounding Counties

Infection Prevention:
•
Infection Control & Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• Scribe – FT

– FT

Medical Clinic – Quick Care:
• Registration Clerk – FT Thur. & Fri. 

8am-8pm & Sat. 8am-6pm  

Wound Care Clinic: 
• RN or LVN – FT 

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT

EMS:
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – FT Nights 

*$10,000 BONUS
• RN – PRN all shifts
• ED Scribe – PRN

Health Information Management:

LAB:
• MLT PRN – Nights & some weekends

Material Management:  
• Housekeeping Supervisor – FT 
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 
• Central Supply Clerk – FT

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts

Patient Experience:

Coordinator – FT Days

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH MRT 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• PACU RN – FT 

*$10,000 BONUS

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BURKS REAL ESTATE

715 E. U.S. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX 76525
For complete listings, go to www.burksrealestate.com

“Committed to Excellence”

BROKER, CALVIN BURKS

Bus. 254-471-5738 • Cell 254-865-3601

JOHNNY BURKS, 254-223-0833

JEFFREY BURKS, 254-206-0881

0.87 Acres, 2 Br, 2 Ba Home, Gustine TX, 2 car attached carport, 2 living areas. 
1 water well, metal build with concrete slab. $154,900

2/1 brick home, 560 W. Hwy. 84, Evant, TX, recently painted, updated shower, 
garage/workshop, fenced in backyard, utility shed-boat shed. $169,500

8.5 Acres, 2 Br, 2 Ba Home, Gustine TX, 2 car attached carport, 2 living areas. 
1 water well, metal build with concrete slab & an older wooden barn. $255,000

10.01 acres east of Evant, TX. Lot 8 Phase 5 Rio Escondido Subdivision, good 
tree cover, rolling terrain, great views to build a home, gated subdivision. $119,900

10.01 acres north of Evant, TX. Lot 85 Phase 4 Rio Escondido, Rolling Terrain, 
Good tree cover, good views. $129,500

10.01 acres west of Hamilton, TX, CR 607. Electricity, great views, rolling terrain, 
scattered tree cover, Lot no. 1 in the Bluff View Subdivision. $139,500

10.01 Acres, Lot 20 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $150,000

10.01 Acres, Lot 28 Phase 4 Rio Escondido north of Evant, TX. Good tree cover, 
great views. $200,000

10.01 acres, Evant, TX, Buffalo Creek Ranch Subdivision Lot No. 53. Langford 
Branch, Nice Home Site, scattered tree cover, native pasture $225,000

11 +/- acres at Arnett, TX in Coryell County. Good tree cover, nice home site, the 
property will need to be fenced on the east boundary. You will need to drill a water 
well for water. $179,500

11.64 acres 3/2 home south of Evant, TX in Coryell County. Nice porch, large 
master Br and Bath, barn, workshop, seasonal creek, Hwy. 281 frontage. $850,000

20.02 acres, Evant, TX, CR 421, Hamilton County, Lot No. 21, Mulberry Creek, 
rolling terrain, good tree cover. $250,000

21 acres south of Evant TX, CR 154 W, Coryell County, rolling terrain, scattered 
tree cover, good views, electricity running across the property. $252,000

25 acres west of Purmela, TX on CR 181. Stock tank, good exterior fencing on 3 
sides, 1 side will need to be fenced, coastal and native grasses. $275,000

25.06 acres Pottsville, TX Hamilton County, Paloma Vista Subdivision Lot 31, 
rolling terrain, scattered tree cover, great views. $275,000

33.43 acres, near Coryell City, Coryell County, FM 929 & CR 260 frontage, roll-
ing terrain, good views. $295,000

36 +/- acres west of Evant, TX, Hamilton County. Scattered tree cover & rolling 
terrain, Fiber Optic Internet Service, you will need to drill a water well. $387,000

47.332 ac. south of Ireland, TX, good tree cover, rolling terrain, good fencing on 
3 sides, southside will need to be fenced. $395,000

50.07 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County CR 154, rolling terrain, 
good tree cover and good views. $425,000

50.28 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County CR 154, rolling terrain, 
good tree cover, good views, electricity on northeast corner of property. $425,000

50.24 Acres, 3/2.5 home, 2171 CR 419, Evant, TX, rolling terrain, 40% being 
good tree cover, the remaining balance being open pasture, great views. $675,000

52.73 Acres, 3/2.5 barndominium, 1197 CR 404, Hamilton, TX. Water well, metal 
building, nice porch, good tree cover, rolling terrain,2 tanks, good fences. $899,000

68.9 Acres, 3/2.5 rock home, 101 Mac Dr., Gatesville, TX, approx. 2900 ft of 

-
prox. 45 ft x 24 ft, older barn approx. 50 ft. x 30 ft., cattle pens, 1 stock tank ,approx. 
48 acres of coastal. $1,375,000

74.264 acres west of Purmela, TX. FM 1241 & CR 181, stock tank, barn, cattle 
pens, good exterior fencing, approx. 65 acres w/coastal & native grasses. $556,980

88.007 acres, 36 ft. Travel Trailer, 25 ft. x 30 ft. metal barn, Electricity, 1 tank, 
seasonal branch, water well, scattered tree cover, good hunting. $720,000

100.054 acres 8 miles south of Evant TX, Coryell County, rolling terrain, good 
tree cover, good views, electric on property. $850,000

105 acres south of Pearl, TX on Self Rd. Good tree cover, rolling terrain, small 
branch, barn, rain harvest system, $743,775

179.562 acres 1.6 miles south of Gatesville, TX, FM 116 frontage, great views, 
stock tank, rolling terrain & scattered tree cover. $1,230,000

-
-

ing in living room & carpet in 2 bedrooms, inground pool with slab that was poured 
for a future outdoor kitchen, 3 car attached carport with 12 ft. x 13 ft. storage 
building, a 60 ft. x 66 ft. metal building with 24 ft. x 60 ft. lean-to, there is also ap-
prox. 900 sq. ft. that has been framed out for living quarters inside the main part of 
the building, good exterior & interior fencing, set of cattle pens near the center of 
the property, rolling terrain with scattered tree cover and great views. $2,150,000

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

045

Services

It pays to

advertise!

865-5212

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and Commer-
cial, Complete Re-Roofs 

and Repairs, Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00029022

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and Resi-
dential, Free Estimates

254-466-5128

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com
HUNT FENCING

Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates,Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613
00029754

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates. Larry Riddle, 
254-248-2205;  Joyce Mc-
Adams, 254-248-4318. 

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing. Cecil Woodson, 
254-216-3835. 
00029757

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming,lot clear-
ing, stump and brush 
removal.254-563-3535 

www.yoseftreeservice.com

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Build-
ings, Trash Haul Off and 
Dump Trailer Rental.254-
383-3305 or 254-404-3367. 
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Real Estate

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the 
Texas Property Code, Ideal 
Self Storage 425 Texas 36 
Gatesville, TX 76528 will 

have an online auction. The 
property is being sold to 

satisfy the landlord’s lien. 
The sale will be at www.stor-
ageauctions.com beginning 
12/12/22 @11 a.m. Seller 

reserves the right to withdraw 
any property from the sale 
upon payment in full. Units 
to be sold are: Jordan Bone, 

Ricky McDaniel, Pamela 
Wolff Inventory: furniture, 
clothing, electronics, house-
hold items, misc boxes/totes.

NOTICE OF UNIT AUCTION
Notice is hereby given by 

Gatesville Storage of the sale 

of contents, by public auction, 
of the following units, pursuant 

to the assertion of a manager’s 

possessory lien against them, in 

order to collect the amounts due 
on them:

TENANT                  UNIT
Williams, Susan          F03

Grundy, Mekenzie           G21
Smith, Katelynne             A10
Ellison, Shawn                 B06

The auction will be held at 9:00 
a.m., Saturday, December 17, 
2022,(weather permitting), at 

Gatesville Storage, 2215 E. Main 
St.,Gatesville, Texas.Terms:Cash

Notice of Public Sale
Pursuant to Chapter 59 of the Texas Property Code, Ideal Self Stor-
age 1611 East Main street, Gatesville, Tx, 76528 will have an online 
auction. The property is being sold to satisfy the landlord’s lien. The 
sale will be at www.storageauctions.com beginning 12/12/22 @11 

a.m. ending 12/21/22 @11 a.m. Seller reserves the right to withdraw 
any property from the sale upon payment in full. Units to be sold 

are: Kevin King, Ivan Lopez, Daniel Ballard, Laketha Glider Horne 
Inventory: furniture, clothing, electronics, household items, misc 

boxes/totes.00029782

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Billy Harold Barrington, Deceased, were issued 
on December 1, 2022, in Cause No. 21-10554, pending in the 
County Court at Law of Coryell County, Texas, to: Michell 

Girard.
All persons having claims against this Estate which is cur-

rently being administered are required to present them to the 
undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed by 

law. 
c/o: Allen D. Place, Jr.

Attorney at Law
109 S. 7th Street, Gatesville, Texas 76528
DATED the 1st day of December, 2022.

Allen D. Place, Jr.
Attorney for Michell Girard, State bar No.: 16058500

109 S. 7th Street
Gatesville, Texas 76528

Telephone: (254) 865-8475, Facsimile: (254) 865-5274
E-mail:allenplacejr@aol.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL IT, CALL 

THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER AT 254-865-5212.

099
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(CCS) is seeking qualified 

fers a generous benefits pack

Includes a fireplace, deck, car 
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decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 

Office Space for Lease

Subscribe or Advertise

254•865•5212

When did Christmas 

lights become so 

popular?

Holiday lights are now ev-
erywhere come the holiday 
season. Private homeown-
ers tend to hang the holiday 
lights outside their homes 
around Thanksgiving week-
end and keep them up 
through New Year’s Day. 

Though it might seem 
like a tradition without a 
deep history, decorating a 
Christmas tree with electric 
lights can be traced all the 
way back to the nineteenth 
century. 

In 1882, Edward Johnson, 
who was a friend and col-
league of the man who in-
vented light bulbs, Thomas 
Edison, replaced candles, 
which had traditionally 
been used to briefly light 
Christmas trees, with light 
bulbs. But at the time of 
Johnson’s innovation, the 
high cost and relative in-
fancy of light bulbs ensured 
the idea did not catch on. 

And though United States 
President Grover Cleve-

land used electric lights 
to illuminate a Christmas 
tree in the White House in 
1895, it would be another 
eight years before General 
Electric would begin selling 
Christmas light kits. Those 
kits cost $12 in 1903, which 
equates to several hundred 
dollars today. The first out-
door Christmas light shows 
started to become popu-
lar in the 1920s, and this is 
the same time when com-
mercial sales of Christmas 
lights picked up. 

In the 1960s, GE’s deci-
sion to begin manufac-
turing Christmas lights 
overseas helped reduce 
the price of outdoor lights 
even further, thus paving 
the way for the tradition of 
decorating home exteriors 
with string lights during 
the holiday season to take 
a firm hold. And that tradi-
tion remains wildly popular 
today.

COURTESY PHOTO

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS: Christmas light bulbs first replaced candles 
in 1882, thought up by Edward Johnson, who was a friend of 
light bulb inventor Thomas Edison.
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Hornets bounce back vs. McGregor

SE’VETTE 
EARLY| THE 

GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

Kagen Hunt 
races down 
court for the 
Hornets in 
Gatesville’s 
34-17 home 
victory over 
the Mc-
Gregor 
Bulldogs on 
Dec. 6.

By Tom Norrell
Contributing writer

The Oglesby Junior High School A team 
captured its first win of the season Dec. 5, 
taking down the Abbott Panthers A team in a 
home game, 32-28.

Holdyn Goff got back in rhythm, pumping 
in a team-high 23 points for the Tigers, and 
also pulled down seven rebounds and had 
one assist and one steal.

Abram Shaw had four points, three re-
bounds and three steals. Jaxon Markum 
posted three points, four rebounds and one 

steal. Javon Howard scored two points and 
grabbed six rebounds. Aiden Oxford had 
four rebounds. Kayson Campbell and Mason 
Marquez each had three rebounds. The Ti-
gers are scheduled to travel to Live Oak Dec. 
12. 

The Oglesby Junior High B Team dropped a 

game to the Abbott Panthers B team, 14-0.
Logan Ewing pulled in five rebounds and 

had three steals for the Tigers, while Ash-
ton Thompson had four rebounds. Rylan 
Hughes and Couper Wulfkhule each had two 
rebounds.

Oglesby Junior High basketball teams split with Abbott Panthers

SE’VETTE 
EARLY| THE 

GATESVILLE 

MESSENGER

Emma Pol-
lard takes a 
shot in the 
Gatesville 
Hornets’ 
win over the 
McGregor 
Bulldogs on 
Dec. 6.

Hornet boys 9-1 heading into Hamilton basketball tournament

COURTESY

PHOTO

Gatesville 
sophomore 
West Allman 
looks to pass 
the ball in 
a game vs. 
Academy. 
The Hornets 
were 9-1 
heading into 
the Hamilton 
Tournament.
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Mooney named co-MVP in district
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

Lawson Mooney was named the Co-Defen-
sive MVP and eight Hornets were named to 
the First Team as the 11-4A All-District selec-
tions were recently released. 

Mooney, just a junior, adds another super-
lative to an already long list. He was a First 
Team All-District selection in District 6-4A in 
2021 and was named the Defensive Newcom-
er of the Year in 2020. In 2022 he had a re-
markable 161 tackles including six for a loss. 
He shares the 2022 award with Connally’s 
Jamarie Wiggins. 

Mooney had a pair of interceptions, four 
pass breakups, and a sack on the defensive 
side and scored a receiving touchdown in the 
Hornets season opener. There is no official 
record for “opponents who needed help off 
the field” but Mooney is likely in contention 
to be the all-time leader.

“You never have to tell him ‘giddy up’,” 
head coach Aaron Hunter said. “He sets the 
energy of our team. He has one speed and 
I’m not going to be the one to tell him to slow 
down.”

The Hornets’ defense had three players 
named to the first team in seniors Lucas Gar-
cia, Mason Mooney, and Kason Herbelin. 

Garcia anchored the Hornets’ defensive 
line with 12 tackles for a loss, four forced 
fumbles, and three sacks. Mooney had 130 
tackles – five for a loss – and forced three 
fumbles. 

Herbelin turned in a near-record year for 
a Gatesville cornerback by intercepting six 
passes including two each in wins over Mc-
Gregor and Robinson. He also teamed with 
Sean Aguilar for the Hornets epic goal line 
stop to beat Mineral Wells 30-29.

On the offensive side, seniors Trevor 
Smith, Kyle Shafer, Steven Bomar, and Carter 

Williams and junior Jacob Newkirk were 
named to the first team. 

Smith finished the season with 60 catches 
for 733 yards and six touchdowns. The three-
year letterman also wraps his career as the 
Hornets all-time leader in career receptions – 
a feat made even more notable when consid-
ering that Smith played with three different 
starting quarterbacks in three seasons. 

Shafer, who filled the Hornets’ tight end 
role, finished tied for the team lead in receiv-
ing touchdowns with six and added a pair of 
two-point conversion catches as well. None 
bigger than his touchdown receptions and 
conversion catch with 22 seconds left to 
push the Hornets past Taylor in their season 
opener. 

Those scores were made possible thanks 
in part to the arm of Newkirk, who threw 21 
touchdown passes on the season. His defin-
ing district game was the Hornets win over 
Salado when he threw six touchdown passes 
and one two-point conversion score. 

Bomar was the anchor of a young offensive 
line while Williams averaged 33 yards per 
punt with a season-long of 52 yards. 

Gatesville posted six to the all-district 
second team. Senior Thiele Alvarado, senior 
Ashtyn Culley, and junior Sean Aguilar were 
defensive selections while senior Tyler Shea 
and juniors Zach Bryant and Gabe Charles 
were chosen from the offensive side. 

Seven Hornets received honorable men-
tions: senior Tatum Taylor, juniors LJ Hall, 
Adrian Smith, Colton Taylor, Tommy Aaron, 
and Tookie Jones and sophomore Rayshon 
Smith. 

Connally running back Kiefer Sibley was 
named district MVP while his teammate 
Jelani McDonald was the Offensive MVP. Con-
nally also swept the lineman superlatives 
while Madisonville’s Tristan Whaley was the 
Offensive Newcomer of the Year. 

The Cadets led all teams with 16 super-
latives or first team selections followed by 
Madisonville with twelve. The Hornets had 
nine while Salado had six picks. Robinson 
had a pair of first team selections. 

JEFF OSBORNE | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Lawson Mooney, who has had a strong impact on 
the Hornet defense for two seasons, was named 
the co-MVP on defense for District 11-4A. Good 
news for Gatesville football fans is that Mooney 
will be back for his senior year in 2023.

Schedule a tour today! (254) 248-6293 

CoryellHealth.org/Independent-Living-Oaks

Hold on to your 

independence while taking  

advantage of convenience. 

COMFORTABLE. SAFE. YOURS.

Independent Living
at the Oaks

Send your sports items to jeff@gatesvillemessenger.com Next stop: ULM

COURTESY PHOTO

Gatesville High School senior Carlo Martinez (center, seated) officially signed a letter of intent to 
continue his education and athletic career at the University of Louisiana-Monroe. Martinez will be a 
member of the Warhawks cross country team.

Gatesville 7th A team tops La Vega
7A vs. La Vega

1    2     3    4    FINAL
Gatesville 10  11  15  6 42

La Vega  10  4     4   1 19
Gatesville top scorers: Grady Keeton 23, 

Draven Henderson 10, Cal Webb 3, Cam 
Webb 2, Eli Phillips 2, Kaydon Buster 2.

Help sponsor the 
2022 Coryell County 

Youth Fair pages.

For more 
information, call 

Bailey Shea Dickie 
at 

254-865-5212 ext. 302 
or email advertising@
gatesvillemessenger.

com
Deadline is Jan. 7 

for participant page!


