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The passing of a local landmark Lions Red Kettle 
fundraiser drive 
rings for charity
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

The Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign is 
underway in Gatesville, with the Gatesville Lions 
Club taking the lead in managing the community 
outreach program.

Those who visit the Gatesville Walmart between 
the hours of noon and 6 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday should see volunteers ringing bells to 
help raise money that will stay in the community 
to help local residents.

Through the first four days of the campaign, 
more than $1,500 was raised according to Tom 
Creek, treasurer for the Red Kettle campaign and 
senior vice president for Extraco Bank.

“All of the money raised through Red Kettle 
donations in Gatesville stays here locally,” Creek 
said. He added that donations made to the cor-
porate office do not stay in the area, which is all 
the more reason to contribute through the Red 
Kettle program.

“I know the money (donated through the Red 
Kettle Campaign) stays local because I am the one 
who makes the deposits and writes the checks,” 
Creek said.

Whether the weather is cold and windy or sun-
ny and calm, volunteers can be seen standing 
duty at the kettle.

“It wasn’t easy (because of cold conditions) 
those first few days,” said Jeremy Stills, chair-
man of the Red Kettle Campaign.

The program will continue through Dec. 23. For 
those who don’t have cash or change to contrib-
ute, they can scan a QR code to make a donation.

“It’s important to remind people that every sin-
gle cent contributed stays here,” Stills said. “The 
funds are used to help people who can’t pay a 
utility bill or who need food — anybody in our 
community who needs help.”

There was no local Red Kettle Campaign in 
2021, which prompted leaders of the Gatesville 
Lions Club to step up and revive this program.

Stephen Schmidt, pastor of First Methodist 
Church in Gatesville and a member of the Gates-
ville Lions Club and Ministerial Alliance, said 
when the Red Kettle program for Gatesville was 
announced earlier this year that it makes a big 
difference in the community.

“It is vitally important to those who have needs 
in our community,” Schmidt said. “These funds 
help so many people, and without the Red Kettle 
Campaign, it makes a significant difference, and 
not in a good way. These funds are needed to 
help the community.”

Those interested in helping as volunteers can 
contact Stills at 267-221-7752 or jlse6@yahoo.
com.

Location was built in 1942-43 by WPA
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The old Coryell Memorial Hospital located on Lutterloh Street was recently torn down.

BY DAVID SCOTT
Staff Writer

What began as a hospital designed to 
serve the health care needs of Gatesville 
residents and the surrounding commu-
nities is currently in the process of being 
demolished.

On Sept. 27 of this year, the Cory-
ell County Commissioners Court ap-
proved Sierra Demolition of Round Rock 
to complete demolition, clearing and 
cleaning of the property located at 207 
N. Lutterloh Street. Demolition of the 
80-year-old limestone structure recently 
got underway.

The very first hospital in Gatesville, 
known as the Milton Powell Memorial 
Hospital, located in a private residence 
at the corner of Leon and Fennimore 
Streets, operated from 1936 until 1939 

when it closed due to financial prob-
lems. The following year, in 1940, Co-
ryell County voters passed an issue for 
$30,000 in bonds to build a county hos-
pital which was to be located on Lutter-
loh Street.

Construction of the new hospital be-
gan in 1942 and was completed in 1943. 
The building was designed by architects 
Brooks Pierson of Waco and L.S. Secrest 
of Gatesville. The 34-bed hospital was 
built primarily with Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) labor at a cost of 
around $60,000 and was constructed us-
ing limestone quarried in Coryell Coun-
ty.

Over thirty years later, the county de-
cided to build yet another hospital and, 
in 1976, held a groundbreaking ceremo-
ny at 1507 W. Main Street. The new hos-

pital was dedicated in 1977 and boasted 
40,000 square feet.

The old hospital building on Lutterloh 
was later renovated in 2013 and became 
a mental health unit. It became known 
as the Gatesville Center for Central Tex-
as Services and provided treatment for 
those diagnosed with mental illness.

In recent years, the building had fallen 
into disrepair and suffered extensive 
water damage during the winter storm 
Yuri in 2021. The damage to the floor, 
walls, and ceiling made it cost prohibi-
tive to repair.

County Judge Roger Miller said that 
the building’s historical significance will 
not be forgotten. “A lot of us can say that 
we were born at that hospital. It served 
our community well and the building 
has stood for 80 years,” Miller said.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE 
MESSENGER

The building housed 
Central County Services 
before deteriorating.
A stone on the structure 
denotes it was a project 
of the Works Progress 
Administration in the 
early 1940s.

ESL serves as bridge 
for some students
BY JEFF OSBORNE
Senior Writer & Editor

Not being able to speak the same language 
as everyone else can be a scary and frustrating 
experience, and throwing that concern into the 
educational mix can make it an even bigger con-
cern.

Helping to bridge that gap is the Gatesville In-
dependent School District’s English as a Second 
Language program. Julia Martin, the district’s ESL 
coordinator, gave an update on the program’s 
successes and challenges during the November 
GISD school board meeting.

Students enrolled in the program, referred 
to as “emergent bilingual” are required to suc-
cessfully complete the Texas English Language 
Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) test, as 
required by the state education code.

“My goal is to make them be equal to every-
body else in the school,” Martin said.

The program is content based, and teachers 
who are certified ESL instructors play a primary 
role in helping the students overcome the 
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independence while taking  

advantage of convenience. 
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Independent Living
at the Oaks

Adding Dazzle to area parade

COURTESY OF HELEN GONZALES

Members of the Gatesville High 
School Dazzlers dance team partici-
pated in the Salado Christmas Stroll 
on Dec. 4.

language barrier.
“We want our ELA (English language arts) 

teachers to have ESL certification and we en-
courage other teachers to be ESL certified as 
well,” Martin said.

More than 100 of the district’s students 
participate in the program at various grade 
levels.

“There are four dominions — listening, 
speaking, reading and writing, and writing 
is the hardest one (for students to master),” 
Martin said. “This year for the first time they 
are including writing just like they did with 
the STAAR (State of Texas Assessment of 
Academic Readiness).”

Of 114 GISD students who most recently 
took the TELPAS, “34 showed growth, 53 re-
mained the same, eight dropped (their test 
scores) and 19 were first-time takers,” Mar-
tin said.

“Each year the state likes to make the test 
a little more challenging. We step up with it 
and keep working.”

A total of 89 GISD teachers are ESL certi-
fied.

One of the programs used in ESL classes 
“is incredible and the kids really enjoy it,” 
Martin said.

There is a push to get parents involved to 
help strengthen their children’s education, 
and those efforts have experienced success.

“I’m really excited about that (parental 
involvement) and it’s something TEA (the 
Texas Education Agency) really wants to 
promote. We have a summer school fiesta 
to celebrate their accomplishments and Dr. 
(Barrett) Pollard (the GISD superintendent) 
was there last year. It was a lot of fun.”

Martin said there are also regular calls to 
parents to keep them informed of student 
progress.

“Julia does a great job to help bridge the 
language barrier,” Pollard said. “It’s not un-
usual for her to get a student straight from 
another country (who does not speak Eng-
lish) and it’s not easy.”

Martin said reaching the ESL community 
is vital.

“They’re a community that’s super impor-
tant to me and all of you,” she said.

ESL
FROM PAGE A1

New command welcomed
FORT HOOD — The 2nd 

Armored Combat Brigade 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division, 
held a change of responsi-
bility ceremony Dec. 2 at 
Cooper Field. Command 
Sgt. Maj. Steven Campbell 
relinquished responsibility 
of the brigade to Command 
Sgt. Maj. Brian Adams.

For Campbell, the ceremo-
ny also marked the end of 
a military career spanning 
nearly 30 years.

“Gen. Powell once said 
that “the day Soldiers stop 
bringing you their prob-

lems is the day you have 
stopped leading them. They 
have either lost confidence 
that you can help them or 
concluded that you do not 
care,” said Col. Christopher 
Kirkpatrick, commander, 
2ABCT, 1CD. “Command 
Sgt. Maj. Campbell never 
ever stops leading, and in 
my time as BLACK JACK 6 I 
have watched an endless pa-
rade of Soldiers coming into 
my battle buddy’s office.”

The change of responsibil-
ity is a traditional military 
ceremony, which included 

the outgoing command 
sergeant major, Campbell 
passing the brigade colors 
to Kirkpatrick, who in turn 
passed them to the incom-
ing command sergeant ma-
jor, Adams, representing his 
assumption responsibility 
for the brigade.

“Campbell’s passion for 
sharing what it takes to 
win in combat never waiv-
ered,” said Kirkpatrick. “He 
brought the wisdom of eight 
deployments in support of 
some of our nation’s tough-
est missions.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Command Sgt. Maj. Steven Campbell passes the 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team colors to Col. 
Christopher Kirkpatrick, commander, 2ABCT, 1st Cavalry Division at his change of responsibility and 
retirement ceremony Dec. 2 on Cooper Field at Fort Hood.

Gatesville Adaptive Sports soccer league offered

Gatesville Adaptive Sports recently an-
nounced that registration for their Adap-
tive Soccer League is now available online 
starting Monday, Dec. 5.  Gatesville Adap-
tive Sports is an organization which helps 
children and adults with special needs ages 
5 to 22.

The soccer league will begin in February 

and will be free of charge. To sign up for the 
soccer league, visit http://www.teamside-
line.com/sites/GatesvilleTx/current-pro-
grams. Volunteers are always needed and 
can register on the same site as well.

For more information, call the Gatesville 
Fitness Center at 254-865-4012.



sure his girls could afford 
jeans without holes.

He would be embarrassed 
for young men who let their 
pants sag down.

He would be bewildered 
that people only work a 40-
hour week. 

I feel like I know what he 
would have to say about pol-
itics. He would be dismayed 
at the money spent on cam-
paigns and how elected of-
ficials seemed to do little 
about improving the lot of 
their constituents. He would 
also shake his head at peo-
ple who have strong politi-
cal opinions, but little facts 
to support or validate their 
feelings. 

He would not understand 
why there needed to be 
so much paperwork in the 
world, and how a man’s word 
ought to be enough to secure 
any transaction.

He also would not under-
stand why so many people 
have been married multiple 
times. He understood rela-
tionships could be tough, 
but that commitment was a 
huge part of success in life, 
especially marriage.

He would be particularly 
confused seeing people fail 
to take responsibility for 
themselves and their own ac-
tions.

There have been a lot of 
changes in the past 123 
years. Lots of growth, prog-
ress and shifting in social 
norms. Not sure the changes 
in my lifetime will be as great 
as those in Granddad’s. I do 
hope that whatever changes 
come, people stay kind, lov-
ing, generous and caring. 
Those traits should never 
change.

Thought for the day: There 
are many ways of going for-
ward, but only one way to 
stand still.

Until next time.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-
573-7066, ext. 260
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LETTER

School lunches

I read with interest the ar-
ticle about lunches and food 
for GISD students. I know a 
hungry child can’t be taught 
lessons in school or any-
where for that matter, even 
as adults.

Let’s go back a bit: what is 
wrong with a student taking 
their lunch to school? This 
could and should be the par-
ents’ responsibility. I had a 
brother who was a finicky 
eater and every day he took 
a pressed ham sandwich 
with mustard on the bread 
and five pickles and a bag of 
Fritos; he is still alive, and 
he made it through school 
just fine! Of course, “back 
then” lunches were 20 cents. 
Mother gave us each 25 
cents a day, but he chose to 
save his money! The extra 5 
cents she gave us was for a 
snack at play time. We could 
purchase a soda drink or an 
ice cream. “Oh” the days of 
the past! Mother got up and 
cooked the family a good 
breakfast every day – then 
off to school we went as she 
worked away from home as 
many moms do today.

Another story is one of 
today’s time. My grandson 
went twelve years to school 
and graduated quite healthy. 
He never ate one day in the 
cafeteria. He took his fruit 
and veggies and a beverage 
every day. We have insu-
lated lunch carriers today 
– my brother took his in his 
Lone Ranger tin container. 
There are ways to feed your 
child. One more true story. 
My granddaughter took her 
lunch every day also. She did 
eat in the cafeteria only on 
pizza days, so I am wonder-
ing why the article in the 

paper thought pizza was not 
so good for a student? I ad-
mit not every day, but again 
– take your lunch on the 
other days. Buy a milk to go 
with it. That is much better 
than charging up to 43 plus 
dollars and having to pay up 
at the end of school. Ten dol-
lars doesn’t sound bad, but 
again, nothing is free any-
more in my opinion. We have 
to learn that at some time – 
especially now!

I know someone is going 
to write back and start in 
on this letter, or me – and 
say something to the effect 
of what if sack lunch kids 
are liable to be made fun of 
as being poor for bringing 
their lunches. Somebody 
in supervision should stop 
that immediately. Why not 
say “they are eating their 
favorite food, what’s wrong 
with that?” I can see several 
teaching moments to this, 
such as “everyone is an indi-
vidual and chooses different 
avenues in everyday life – 
whether it be food, dress, or 
jobs. If you can’t say some-
thing nice, don’t say any-
thing. Eat up and be thankful 
and happy.”

I’ve taught in schools 
where the sack lunch table 
was very popular because 
they got to leave and go 
outside and play when they 
were through. Of course, 
that is probably not on an 
agenda anymore as some-
one has to be on duty for 
that – so that idea is too old 
fashioned. Like I said – “Oh, 
back then!”

I taught for many years. 
Number one, I know children 
learn best not hungry and I 
have never wanted anyone 
to go hungry, especially my 
students. I used to make 

FERGUSON
ROOFING
Locally Owned Company

Free Estimates 

Call 254-466-5128
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Serving All Of Central Texas Area

We’ll Buy Your 

Gold & Silver
Coins, Jewelry, Etc. for Cash!

Robert L. Berry, 512-810-1002
DBA Christian Brothers Ltd., An Ebay Store

Serving the Gatesville & Goldthwaite areas
716 E. Leon St., Gatesville, TX 76528 | Mon.-Fri., 9-5 & Sat., 9-1

GOLD & SILVER PRICES
GOLD (XAU/USD 12/5/22).......

$1775.60
SILVER (XAG/USD 12/5/22)..........

$22.24

SHOP A VARIETY OF UNIQUE VENDORS!

2nd Saturday of each month, May-Sept. 8am-12 noon; Oct.-Dec., Mar. & Apr.  9am-1pm

Fresh Fruits & Veggies • Décor • Blacksmith

Baked Goods • Crafts • Gifts • Much More

SATURDAY, DEC. 10
2307 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX

IN THE COTTON BELT DEPOT PARKING LOT

MARKET DAYS &

Christmas Parade
Brought to you by Gatesville Chamber of Commerce

Market Days 
9am-1pm

Parade begins at 
10 am

Hot Chocolate, Coffee, 

Hot Apple Cider $1 each 

Located at: 

The Chamber Depot

Christmas with the Chamber
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2022

Theme: ‘Tis the Reason for the Season

Start of Parade: Super Buffet 10AM

The Peoples Choice Award will be placed on our Facebook Page for Community Voting!

                                                 Market Days

                                                   Located: At The Chamber Depot

                                                9am-1pm

                                                                            Ugly Sweater Contest 
                                         Located: The Chamber Depot

                                    9am-1pm

Must come take a picture at the Chamber to be entered!

Located: The Chamber Depot after the parade. Activities for the Kids.

Christmas Family Night 

Sweater Party 6-9PM 

Chamber Depot

Gatesville Chamber of Commerce – 2307 S. Hwy. 36, Gatesville, TX 76528

25% 

OFF

Haynes Jewelry
103-C Hwy. 36 Bypass, Gatesville • 254-865-6131

Now Open

MON.-SAT.

through Dec. 24

Exp. 12/24/22. 
Excludes repairs

Sunday, Dec. 25 • 10:30 a.m.
MORNING SERVICE ONLY

Mountain Baptist Church
6319 E. Hwy. 84

Sun ., Dec. 11
6-8 p.m.

LIVE NATIVITY

SCENE 

Wed., Dec. 21
6 p.m.

CANDLELIGHT 

SERVICE

SAM HOUSTON
Sam Houston is the pub-
lisher of the Hood County 
News. He is also an actor, 
author, playwright, per-
former and entertainment 
producer/promoter.

A
s I sit to write this 
column it came 
to me, today is 
my grandfather’s 

birthday. Exactly 123 years 
ago he came into the world. 
He passed away in 1994, so 
he had a long and full life. We 
were always very close, and 
as thoughts of him stream to 
the forefront of my mind, I 
cannot help but think of the 
life he led and the changes 
he saw.

Being born in 1899, it was 
just a mere 23 years earlier 
that Custer fell at the Little 
Bighorn. Oklahoma was not 
yet a state, nor was Arizona, 
New Mexico, Alaska, or Ha-
waii. 

He was born on the fam-
ily farm where there was no 
electricity, indoor plumb-
ing or running water. Those 
three conditions would con-
tinue for nearly 50 years un-
til the county was electrified 
after World War II.

He survived the Spanish 
flu epidemic, though a sister 
did not.

He lived through World 
War I.

He saw the automobile re-
place the horse as a mode of 

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

Lots of changes over the course of 123 
years — some good, some not so much

transportation.
He survived the Great De-

pression and witnessed farm 
prices drop like a rock in a 
well. He saw men waiting 
in long lines trying to find 
work, and families eating in 
soup kitchens.

He worked six days a week 
11 hours a day and ranched 
after work for additional in-
come to keep a roof over his 
head and feed his family.

He farmed, with mules 
pulling the plow, and even-
tually saw the tractor come 
into use.

He was 42 years old when 
the attack on Pearl Harbor 
occurred and served on the 
Selective Service Board as his 
county filled the ranks of our 
nation’s military.

He was thrilled with the 
invention of the radio and 
fascinated with the advent of 
television.

He was employed with the 
county road department and 
built roads still in use today.

He saw segregation end.
He saw men go to the moon 

and walk upon its surface.
He raised five children and 

saw them all become suc-
cessful, responsible citizens.

He was married to the 
same woman for 73 years, 
and he respected and appre-
ciated her every single day.

Without question, Grand-
dad saw a lot of changes. 
Changes in technology and 
changes in how people act 
and behave. Wonder what he 
would think about today?

He enjoyed nothing more 
than sitting beneath a shade 
tree, whittling and visiting 
with friends and neighbors. 
Not sure what he would have 
to say about people carrying 
their phones with them and 
being so engulfed in the in-
formation it has to offer. 

He would not understand 
young women buying jeans 
that have large holes in them 
so they could be “stylish” 
— when he worked to make 

arrangements with the caf-
eteria ladies to give a child 
something – a cracker, an 
apple, a sandwich if I sent 
one child to them. Kids usu-
ally have a snack in their 
backpack, so actually this 
didn’t happen often. It never 
bothered me for a child to 
have a snack mid-morning 
anyway. I even encouraged it 
many times, especially if we 
drew the 12:30 time slot for 
lunch! Yes, that does hap-
pen, believe it or not!

I could tell the story when 
I taught all subjects to my 
class; they stayed with me 
all day – I loved it by the way 
because I felt we made great 
progress this way – so what 
if we took an extra five min-
utes for reading or math? 
And there was the year I had 
42 students in my room – 
and no extra desk could be 
found and the 42nd child 
shared my desk with me. 
I told him “Now, you stay 
on your half,” and he said 
to me, “you stay on your 
half” and kinda laughed. I 
deserved that! That was the 
year I had a right broken arm 
and learned to use my left, 
but I got their papers graded 
every day! So much for BACK 
THEN remembering. Good 
luck dear teachers – have a 
great year; enjoy your stu-
dents – they will love you, 
and you them.

My mother taught school 
forever and she always said 
that if you help one child at 
least each year, you are suc-
cessful. I’ve never forgotten 
her philosophy.

Thought for today: All will 
be fine, don’t give up – any-
one! Come on parents, do all 
you can too.

Sandra Tatum
Gatesville

The Coryell County Clerk’s 
Office, joined by the District 
Clerk’s Office, will 
be changing their 
hours of operation 
beginning Tuesday, 
Jan. 3. The County 
Clerk’s office, nor-
mally closed for 
lunch 12-1 p.m., 
will now remain 
open. The office 
will close early 
at 4:30 p.m. each 

County Clerk, District Clerk 
office hours to change

weekday. After-hours ap-
pointments can be made for 

those needing to come in 
between 4:30 and 5 p.m.

The District Clerk’s 
Office will also remain 
open during their 
scheduled lunch hour 
and will close each 
day at 4 p.m.

“I think this will 
be beneficial for all 
concerned,” Coryell 
County Clerk Jennifer 
Newton said.

Grace Assembly Christian 
Church invites the commu-
nity to dine at the Kings Ta-
ble on Saturday, Dec. 10. The 
luncheon will begin at 1 p.m. 
and will continue through 3 
p.m. 

Grace Assembly will en-

Grace Assembly to host King’s 
Table luncheon on Saturday

joy lots of food, fellowship, 
fun, and songs. Lunch will 
include a main entrée, sides, 
desserts and beverages. 

Appreciation bags will be 
handed out to the King’s 
guests. It is Grace Assem-
bly’s mission to share the 

love of Jesus Christ. 
Grace Assembly Christian 

Church is located at 1408 
Waco Street in Gatesville. For 
further information on the 
luncheon, contact the church 
at 254-865-6949. 



 3:06 p.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 300 block of E. 
Leon Street.
 4:37 p.m., animal cruelty 
was reported in the 500 block 
of N. 13th Street.
 7:15 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 2300 
block of Business Highway 
36.
 9:19 p.m., suspicious activ-
ity was reported in the 500 
block of Bridge Street.

Coryell County
Sheriff’s Office
Nov. 30
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BAIL BONDS

A FREEDOM

Serving Coryell & Hamilton Counties

Lowest rates in town!
Financing & Payment Plans

120 S. 6th St. • Gatesville, TX 76528
(across from the jail)

24 HOUR SERVICE
254-865-5222
888-333-0468

SALE EVERY SAT. • CATTLE AT NOON

Saturday, Dec. 3, 2022 
Jody & Robin Thomas (254)223-2958

Hwy. 36, Gatesville • (254) 865-9121
www.coryellcommission.com

No. 1 Steers
Under 300 lb. 200-255 
300-400 lb. 200-255 
400-500 lb. 200-235
500-600 lb. 175-205
600-700 lb. 150-175
700-800 lb. 140-165

No. 1 Heifers
under 300 lb. 160-210
300-400 lb. 160-220    
400-500 lb. 160-210
500-600 lb. 150-175
600-700 lb. 145-165
700-800 lb. 120-140

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 67-78
Low Yielding 50-60       
Fats 65-75
Thin & Shelly 20-40

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 lb.)
Yield Grade 1&2 65-108

Cow & Calf Pairs
Young Choice   1300-1550
Young Fair 1100-1300
Aged Pairs Split & Weighed

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker  
Replacement Cow 400-1350

Number of Head 1397

Merry Christmas!
LAST SALE: DEC. 10, 2022

WE NEED A HOME! CALL 254-865-2226 FOR INFO.

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

City of Gatesville
Police Department
Nov. 30
 12:47 a.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 7800 
block of S. State Highway 36.
 3:27 p.m., criminal trespass 
was reported in the 2800 
block of S. State Highway 36.
 4:08 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 1000 block of 
Highland Drive.
 4:58 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 1300 
block of Pidcoke Street.
 6:37 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 500 block 
of E. Leon Street.
Dec. 1
 12:20 a.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
3000 block of S. State High-
way 36.
 10:26 a.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 
1200 block of Golf Course 
Road.
 6:42 p.m., a disturbance 
was reported in the 100 block 
of Dodds Creek Drive.
 9:18 p.m., a burglary was 

DISPATCH

reported in the 2400 block of 
CR 127.
 11:37 p.m., a reckless driv-
er was reported in the 8000 
block of W. Highway 84.
 11:56 p.m., suspicious ac-
tivity was reported in the 900 
block of CR 155.
Dec. 2
 6:52 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 2300 block of E. 
Main Street.
 9:22 a.m., a vehicle fire was 
reported in the 1500 block of 
W. Main Street.
 11:36 a.m., a theft was re-
ported in the 300 block of E. 
Leon Street.
 5:32 p.m., a burglary was 
reported in the 1900 block of 
E. Main Street.
 5:36 p.m., a threat was re-
ported in the 200 block of N. 
Lutterloh Avenue.
Dec. 3
 8:30 a.m., criminal trespass 
was reported in the 4400 
block of S. State Highway 36.
 12:07 p.m., criminal mis-
chief was reported in the 100 
block of Pate Drive.

 5:48 a.m., a livestock com-
plaint was reported in the 
4800 block of W. Highway 84.
 9:12 a.m., a burglary of a 
building was reported in the 
2400 block of N. FM 116.
 6:14 p.m., vandalism was 
reported in the 2100 block of 
CR 152.
 7:57 p.m., criminal trespass 
was reported in the 1000 
block of Old Pidcoke Road.
Dec. 1
 8:08 a.m., a man with a gun 
was reported in the 400 block 
of E. Circle Drive.
 12:02 p.m., a livestock 
complaint was reported on 
FM 2412.
 1:05 p.m., poaching was 
reported in the 8600 block of 
FM 182.
 1:47 p.m., a stolen vehicle 
was reported in the 2600 
block of Mears Drive.
 3:28 p.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
100 block of Roberts.
 8:54 p.m., a domestic dis-
turbance was reported at the 
CMH Emergency Room.

Dec. 2
 10:45 a.m., an animal com-
plaint was reported in the 
1200 block of Marissa Drive.
 1:45 p.m., a civil matter 
was reported in the 1000 
block of Old Pidcoke Road.
 2:20 p.m., fraud was re-
ported in the 5200 block of 
FM 929.
 4:19 p.m., fence damage 
was reported in the 3100 
block of N. FM 116.
 6:18 p.m., a scam was re-
ported in the 900 block of FM 
1783.
 11:51 p.m., suspicious 
activity was reported in the 
1800 block of Oak Springs 
Road.
Dec. 3
 7:00 a.m., a minor accident 
was reported in the 800 block 
of Old Osage Road.
 9:24 a.m., the burglary of 
a vehicle was reported in the 
9600 block of S. Highway 36.
 4:20 p.m., an out-of-control 
burn was reported on CR 318.
 5:18 p.m., shots being fired 
were reported on Lutheran 
Church and Duncan Roads.

MARSHA LEE
Contributing Writer

T
he monthly meet-
ing for members 
of Coryell Retired 
School Personnel 

was held at Rancher’s Steak 
House on Nov. 17.

The program entitled 
“Count Your Blessings” was 
presented by Reverend Dr. 
Dewey “Buddy” Wheat, pas-
tor of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Gatesville since 
2010. Born in McAllen, Tex-

as, his family soon moved to 
Pampa, Texas, which he still 
feels blessed to call home. 
After graduation from Pam-
pa High School and West 
Texas State University, he 
was commissioned a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
Field Artillery. His training 
and education were an on-
going process.

Col. Wheat’s career has 
taken him all over the world 
to Europe, the Middle East, 
South America, Asia, and 
the Pacific Islands. In 1984, 
he served as a Military Ob-

server with the UN Truce 
Supervisory Organization 
in southern Lebanon, dur-
ing which time he survived 
three intense firefights and 
was held prisoner eight 
hours by the Hezbollah. 
He was a highly-decorated 
veteran of three combat 
deployments: The first was 
from 1990-91, working with 
the Pentagon under then-
Secretary of Defense Dick 
Cheney during Operation 
Desert Shield (Iraq), lead-
ing into Operation Desert 
Storm (the Gulf War). The 

second deploy-
ment was one week 
after 9-11 when he 
began deploying 
his unit, the 1st 
Battlefield Detach-
ment from Fort 
Bragg, North Caro-
lina, supporting 
Operation Endur-
ing Freedom (War 
in Afghanistan and 
Global War on Ter-
ror).

The third was in 
2002, participating 
in Operation Ana-
conda (the Shal-o-
kot Valley, Afghan-
istan). Col. Wheat 
felt his greatest 
accomplishment 
was “to have all his 
subordinates re-
turn from all three 
combat tours, un-
scathed.” For his 
work, Col. Wheat 
received numer-
ous decorations, 
commendations, 
medals and special 
honors, including 
a share of the 1988 
Nobel Peace Prize 
for his effort to 
try to bring peace 
between Golan, 
Israel and Tyre, 
southern Leba-
non. For all these 
things, he feels 
richly blessed, and 
does not forget the 

blessings came to him from 
above.

He shared one particu-
larly memorable experience 
with the retired teachers. 
While stationed in Israel, 
he went to meet a group of 
ministers who were touring 
the Holy Lands. After meet-
ing them and spending time 
with them, the group finally 
broke up, except for one 
minister, John, that Buddy 
knew. John approached 
Buddy and asked him, 
“What’s going on? Buddy, 
you’re not yourself.” Col. 
Wheat more or less “broke 
down” and took this op-
portunity to “unload” on 
his friend. Afterward, John 
led a lengthy prayer with 
and for his friend, a prayer 
of thanksgiving. When Col. 
Wheat returned to his quar-
ters that night, he spent a 
little more time in prayer 
himself.

Sometime later, when Col. 
Wheat was working as an 
unarmed Peacekeeper op-
erating in Golan, Israel and 
Tyre, Lebanon, he and two 
other officers were assigned 
to go look at three villages 
and report back informa-
tion for the State Depart-
ment, but they were met by 
very dangerous men who 
had already killed 11 peo-
ple, and they were refused 
entrance into the villages. 
Col. Wheat and another of-
ficer were sitting in an open 
Jeep on a hill overlooking 
the villages when they saw a 
movement out in the grass 
not far away. The other of-
ficer jumped from the jeep, 
but Col. Wheat found him-
self completely unable to 
move. He saw a young man 
stand up, aim a rifle at him 
and shoot directly at him… 
twice. Both rounds failed, 
and were ejected, at which 
time the man ran off to es-
cape the other officer. The 
officer brought Col. Wheat 
back a “souvenir,” the two 
ejected bullets, which came 

The following is a breakdown of activity reported through dispatchers during the period of Nov. 30-Dec. 3.  While there were many calls to the dispatcher, this 
is a partial list of more significant activity. Persons are reminded that only emergency calls should be made to 911, while all other calls to the police department 
should be made to 865-2226 or to the Sheriff’s office at 865-7201.

COURTESY PHOTO

Reverend Dr. Dewey “Buddy” Wheat

Reverend Dr. Dewey “Buddy” Wheat speaks to CRSP
from a weapon that had a 
reputation for never fail-
ing. He remembered John’s 
prayer and immediately rec-
ognized this as a true bless-
ing and a cause for thanks-
giving. He prayed that if he 
“had a place in God’s life, he 
would do all he could to do 
God’s will.”

Col. Wheat ended his mili-
tary career in 2003. He felt 
called to attend Gettysburg 
Theological Seminary and 
was ordained in 2007 by the 
First Presbyterian Church. 
He was called for three 
years to pastor two small 
congregations in Pennsyl-
vania. Then he was called 
to Gatesville, and he and his 
wife, Gayle, were blessed 
to be home in Texas once 
again after 37 years away. 
Gayle also ranks as a special 
blessing. He and she were 
high school sweethearts 
and have been married 50 
years.

Periodically during the 
meeting, CRSP President 
Gail Johnson, drew num-
bers and gave the holder of 
that ticket a Christmas cup 
filled with treats and a mes-
sage reading, “You’ve been 
mugged!” That person then 
had to share how he/she 
has been blessed.

A short business meeting 
followed. Our Foundation 
liaison Jo Ann Suggs, gave 
a brief report on Texas Re-
tired Teachers Foundation. 
The meeting was then ad-
journed with a reminder of 
the trip to see the play, “A 
Christmas Carol” on Dec. 3 
and a reminder of our next 
meeting on Jan. 26. Every-
one was wished a “Happy 
and Blessed Thanksgiving,” 
a “Merry Christmas,” and a 
“Happy New Year!”

The time has come for the 
release of the 2023 Susan Pa-
tricia Pitts Memorial Scholar-
ship, sponsored by the John 
H. Reagan Chapter 325 in 
Gatesville.

Noting their 10th anniver-
sary of the scholarship, the 
chapter started the scholar-
ship fund, but some of the 
ladies decided to personalize 
the scholarship by naming it 
after the mother of one of 
the charter members whom 
they also knew while grow-
ing up.

Mrs. Pitts was very devoted 
and a big cheerleader for her 
daughter’s education. To-
gether, she and her husband 
made not only their daugh-
ter’s educational experiences 
more memorable, but they 
also spread the love by in-
cluding her classmates as 
well, when able.

The scholarship is open to 
any high school or collegiate 
(vocational or scholarly) 
students who either attend 
school in Coryell and Ham-
ilton counties or have the 
home residency of Coryell or 
Hamilton counties.

There is an essay require-
ment. For information about 
the requirements and rules, 
please email johnhreagan-
325udc@yahoo.com.

The scholarship essay will 
be due by 11:59 p.m. on 
April 15, 2023.

Susan Patricia 
Pitts Memorial 
Scholarship 
now open 
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• Sign up for FREE Cash Drawings Throughout The Day

• Holiday Treats & Refreshments – Cookies & More

•  2023 Calendars and Money Gift Envelopes Available

“Always putting you first”

GATESVILLE: 
3411 E. Main Street, 254-865-2783

EVANT:
115 S. Memory Lane, 254-471-5531

OGLESBY:
117 FM 1996, 254-470-2261

JOIN US AT THE GATESVILLE, 

EVANT AND OGLESBY 

LOCATIONS

Friday,

December 9th
9:00 AM to 6:00 PM

ANNUAL

CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass | Gatesville, Texas 76528

Give us a call for all your project needs, large or small!

254-865-2190
Locally Owned & Operated

Brandon Latham | Brandon@wbsupplies.com
Free Estimates

SCREWS • INSULATION

SAKRETE • CULVERTS

REBAR • I BEAM

FLATBAR • CHANNEL

SLICK ROD

SQUARE TUBING

ANGLE IRON

RECTANGLE TUBING 

Complete line of metal building systems plus a 
wide range of building materials

Building Supplies
WHITTW

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL • RESIDENTIAL

PURLIN • PIPE

SUCKER ROD

CATTLE PANELS

BARBED WIRE

NET WIRE

PLUMBING SUPPLIES

ROLL UP DOORS

WALK THRU DOORS

Delivery 

Available

DAVID SCOTT |THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Many vendors were present with a variety of items that could be purchased for holiday gifts.

Gatesville Elementary School recently held their fourth annual Christmas Extravaganza. The day consisted of pictures with Santa, food trucks, vendors, shopping, and other fun activi-
ties. Many of the elementary students visited the event along with their parents and grandparents. A few of the elementary teachers were on hand as well either to help out or just to shop.

Gatesville Elementary Extravaganza

DAVID SCOTT |THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Tisa Edmond-Stevens and son, Bryson, serve up cotton candy in the foyer of the elementary.
DAVID SCOTT |THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Santa made a surprise visit to the Christmas Extravaganza and was available for photos.

DAVID SCOTT |THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 Food trucks were on hand at the extravaganza to provide refreshments to the shoppers.

DAVID SCOTT |THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Shoppers wound their way around the gymnasium which was crowded with vendors. 
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LUCY MAE 
(SMITH) BRYANT 
June 25, 1942 – Nov. 29, 2022 

Lucy Mae Smith Bryant, age 
80, of Gatesville, peacefully 
passed away at The Meadows 
Nursing Facility and met her 
Lord and Savior late Tues-
day evening. Lucy was born 
in Winchester, Kentucky to 
Charles Ishmal and Ruth 
(Hall) Smith. She met Aljo 
Bryant and was married Feb. 
17, 1965, settling in Texas in 
1975. She and Aljo enjoyed 

OBITUARIES

camping, travel, music and 
especially their grandchil-
dren. Lucy was a loving wife 
and mother who was beloved 
by her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.  
She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Aljo Bryant; 
parents, Charles and Ruth 
Smith; daughters, Brenda 
Lairson Burnett and Anita 
Bryant; son, Darrell Keith 
Lairson; grandson, Billy Clif-
ton.  
Lucy will be lovingly missed 
by her daughter, Sherri Bry-
ant Missildine; son, Buddy 

Lairson Jr.; grandchildren, 
Stephanie Lairson, Daniel 
Lairson, Nikki Lairson, Eliza-
beth Alexopoulos, Austin 
Heck, and Kaitlin Heck-Cas-
tillo.  
The family would like to 
thank the staff at The Mead-
ows for their kindness and 
caring attention to Lucy over 
the last few years. 
A private ceremony will take 
place at a later date.  
Thoughts and memories may 
be shared at www.LakeShore-
FH.com.     

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

The lights on your tree 
kind of remind you of one 
thing.

Stars. All the stars in the 
sky, the ones you can see 
year ‘round at nearly any 
time you wanna see them. 
Watching the stars and plan-
ets in our galaxy is almost 
like having the holidays ev-
ery day of the year. If you 
dream of being up there with 
them, be sure to read these 
great books on space.

For the future astronaut in 
your life, “Can’t Get Enough 
Space Stuff” by Stephanie 
Drimmer and Julie Beer is the 
perfect place to launch deep 
interest in what’s beyond the 
Earth’s atmosphere. 

With this book, your 7-to-
10-year-old space fanatic can 
begin with the basics, and 
the solar system on a page 
that’s full-color and full of 
facts. A few flips away, your 
child will learn about black 
holes, the problems to over-
come when living on Mars, 
astronaut records, and what 
it might be like to meet an 
alien. There are pages on me-
teorites, pages on what can 
be seen from a space station, 
and pages on how long a day 
is on the various planets. 

But this book isn’t all facts; 
it offers silly quizzes to take, 
space jokes, and plenty of 
easy-to-read entries that will 
spark any young astrono-
mist’s interest. And while 
“Can’t Get Enough Space 
Stuff” is made for a second-
through-fifth-grade reader, 

Join the Coffee Saloon in 
hosting their first annual 
cookie contest on Saturday, 
Dec. 10. The contest will 
begin at 10 a.m. and will be 
held during the Chamber 
Market Days. 

There will be two cat-
egories to enter including 
“most festive” and “best 
tasting.” The cost will be 

BETSY CLARK
Pearl News Correspon-
dent

W
hat a joyous 
time of year, 
and we hope 
that your 

Christmas season is truly 
merry, bright and full of 
God’s love and blessings. 
One of the signs of the sea-
son in Pearl is when The 
Pearl Church of Christ puts 
out its mailbags in the din-
ing room. You never know 
what you might get in your 
bag, but Kay Pruett’s bag is 
always the most interesting. 
People can’t wait to see what 
gifts she will pull out of her 
bag each Sunday morning 
in December. We also re-
member our dear ones that 
have gone on before us dur-
ing this time such as Mack 
Wilkinson. He and Kay had 
a running battle to see who 
could leave the craziest 
things in each other’s bags. 
We sure miss those days. 
But, just to be clear, we do 
have those (well, maybe 
just a certain person) who 
have taken up where Mack 
left off. That being said…
whatever tacky thing left in 

The Blue Ridge Cemetery 
Association will be having a 
fundraising sale on Friday, 
Dec. 9 from 9 a.m. until 4 
p.m. and on Saturday, Dec. 
10 from 8 a.m. until noon. 
Blue Ridge Cemetery As-
sociation serves Hamilton 
County and the Blue Ridge 
Community. Their chapel 
is in bad need of repair, so 

Blue Ridge Cemetery Association 
to hold fundraising sale Dec. 9-10

they will be selling tools 
and donated items to raise 
funds to finish the work 
they’ve started on the cha-
pel.

The fundraiser will take 
place at 151 Blue Ridge 
Church Road in Hamilton. 
The fundraising sale will be 
held as an “everything must 
go” event and no offers 

will be refused on miscella-
neous items.

Those wishing to donate 
can send their checks to 
Blue Ridge Cemetery As-
sociation, 506 S. Williams, 
Hamilton, TX 76531.

For more information, 
contact Judy Brizendine at 
BRCA76531@hotmail.com.

PEARL NEWS

It’s a joyous season in Pearl
Kay’s bag this year, you can 
be sure that Linda Ray did 
not put it in there! That’s 
her story and she’s sticking 
to it! (If you have a mailbag 
in this church, please be 
sure and check your bag but 
please leave the bag.)

The Pearl Community 
Center reported a good 
turnout for the December 
Bluegrass event. There were 
lots of good jams and fel-
lowship, and the food was 
delicious from the Blue-
grass Café. The next Blue-
grass weekend will begin on 
Friday evening, Jan. 6, and 
then a full day of music on 
Jan. 7. We’ll talk more about 
the January event as soon 
as we finish the Christmas 
holidays!

The Pearl Cottage Book-
store also enjoyed a beau-
tiful day on Saturday. The 
ladies reported that there 
were lots of new people 
and numerous visits with 
old friends from the past as 
well. The best selling items 
were the afghans and quilts. 
The bookstore has also re-
ported that there are several 
items still for sale from the 
Self estate which benefits 
the Scholarship Fund. There 
are two sewing machines, a 
dining room table and eight 
chairs, a china cabinet, a 
cedar chest, several miscel-
laneous curio tables, miscel-
laneous chairs and two tubs 
of double-knit quilt tops. 
There are also two refrig-
erators that can be taken as 
is for free. Call Linda Ray at 
254-865-9282 or 254-206-
1999 for more information.

I was able to enjoy the day 

on Saturday at the LSHSRA 
in Athens, Texas, to see my 
oldest granddaughter, Cal-
lyn, participate in the Goat 
Tying and Breakaway Calf 
Roping events. She and her 
horses did well in spite of 
it being COLD. When we all 
left Nacogdoches early that 
morning, it was a balmy 74 
degrees. When we stepped 
out of the truck an hour 
and a half later, we noticed 
a marked difference in the 
temperature to the negative 
and immediately wished we 
had checked the weather 
a little more closely. How-
ever, we made it through 
the day with what we could 
find to layer on in the trailer 
even though we might have 
looked more like we were 
going to a tacky party (re-
member those?) than a ro-
deo. Valuable lessons were 
learned by all concerned 
that day, and warm jackets/
coats, gloves, and blankets 
will be in the trailer for all 
future events—even in July. 
Who knows with Texas 
weather?

This week’s Bible Verse: 
“Praise be to the Lord, the 
God of Israel, because He 
has come to His people and 
redeemed them. He has 
raised up a horn of salvation 
for us in the house of His 
servant David (as He said 
through His holy prophets 
of long ago…” From Zecha-
riah’s Song, Luke 1:68-70 
NIV

Be sure and like the Pearl 
Community Center, Texas 
Facebook page. Please send 
any Pearl news to betsyc-
lark47@yahoo.com.

BOOK REVIEW

Good reads that will send young star-
gazers and astronauts-to-be into orbit

grown-ups 
can have 
fun with it, 
too.

Seriously, 
though: do 
you ever 
o u t g r o w 
your curi-
osity about 
space? If the 
answer is 
a great big 
“NO!”, then 
you’ll want 
to read, 
“Why Am I 
Taller: What 
Happens to 
an Astro-
naut’s Body 
in Space” 
by Dave Wil-
liams and 
E l i z a b e t h 
Howell, PhD.

So let’s 
say you’re 
p r e p a r e d 
to go to 
the moon 
as soon as 
you’re asked 
– but there 
are things 
you’d like to 
know before you start pack-
ing your suitcase. Williams, 
an astronaut, and Howell, a 
journalist focused on space 
exploration, have the right 
answers for you. 

How, for instance, will 
prolonged space flight af-
fect your body, your bones, 
and the biological systems 
that keep you alive? Will 
your mind and brain behave 
differently when you come 
back? Are there long-term ef-
fects that you should know 
about now and in the future? 
Of course, “space doctors” 
will keep you well-nourished 
and healthy, so what other 
benefits are there of a quick 
trip to the moon?

Here, you will read about 
astronauts who’ve gone be-
fore you, the things they ex-

“Can’t Get Enough Space Stuff” by Stephanie Drim-
mer and Julie Beer c.2022, National Geographic Kids, 
$14.99, 129 pages

“Why Am I Taller: What Happens to an Astronaut’s 
Body in Space” by Dave Williams and Elizabeth How-
ell, PhD c.2022, ECW Press, $17.95, 240 pages

perienced, how they learned 
to deal with physical issues 
in a moving space vehicle, 
what it was like to actually 
be an astronaut with a job to 
perform in a most unusual 
workplace, and what science 
can tell you about putting 
the human body outside this 
planet’s atmosphere. 

If these books on astron-
omy and space exploration 
don’t quite put you over the 
moon, then be sure to ask 
your favorite bookseller or li-
brarian for help. They’ll help 
you find the book you want 
to solve all your questions.

In the meantime, try these. 
“Why Am I Taller” and “Can’t 
Get Enough Space Stuff” will 
light you up.

Fundraiser set for Hometown Angels
$10 per entry, and all the 
proceeds from the cookie 
contest will be donated to 
Hometown Angels. 

Hometown Angels was 
brought to light around 20 
years ago and continues to 
put smiles on children’s fac-
es each year. This is a local 
organization that was put 
together to provide gifts for 

children in need during the 
holiday season.

For those interested in the 
cookie contest can contact 
the Coffee Saloon by pri-
vate message on Facebook. 
The Chamber Market Days 
will be at the Chamber of 
Commerce which is located 
at 2307 S. Highway 36 in 
Gatesville. 

Winter lawn care for a wide 
variety of turfgrasses slight-
ly differs from that of spring, 
summer, and fall. Your lawn 
is no longer in the active 
growing season. In fact, most 
warm season lawns go dor-
mant around this time.

 Lawn care in the winter 
is still just as important as 
other seasonal maintenance 
practices as your winter care 
will greatly determine how 
well your lawn comes out of 
dormancy in the spring.

 Although you shouldn’t 
have to spend as much time 
maintaining your lawn dur-
ing the active growing sea-
son, winter lawn mainte-
nance is still a vital part of 
caring for your lawn.

 
MOWING YOUR LAWN IN THE 

WINTER
It’s getting cooler outside 

and it’s obvious that you 
won’t need to mow as fre-
quently as you have been all 
year. Our recommendation is 
to keep your grass a bit taller 
than normal.

 When grass is too short, 
it doesn’t offer as much pro-
tection for the base of the 
grass blades and allows frost 
to get into the growing areas 
of your lawn. Keeping this 
area as protected as possible 

with slightly taller grass cre-
ates a barrier-like protection 
for the grass blades and sto-
lons.

 Be careful not to mow 
your lawn if there’s a lot of 
moisture from snow or ice as 
this may damage the grass 
blades. Make sure the lawn 
is dry and only mow when 
temperatures are about 40 
degrees Fahrenheit.

 Now is an excellent time 
to service, or winterize, your 
lawn mower so that it’s fully 
operational and ready for 
the spring once mowing sea-
son resumes.

 
WATERING YOUR LAWN IN 

THE WINTER
Irrigation maintenance 

practices during the winter 
aren’t usually as important 
in areas that receive rain or 
snow. In most areas, you will 
just need to water your lawn 
less than the active growing 
season.

 However, if you are in an 
area that receives a dry win-
ter, be sure to water your 
lawn enough so that the soil 
receives nourishment and 
keeps grass blades from dry-
ing out. Your lawn is dor-
mant—this doesn’t mean it 
is dead and doesn’t still need 
water.

 
BEST WINTER FERTILIZER FOR 

LAWNS
Fertilization should gen-

erally take place during the 
active growing seasons such 
as the spring, summer, and 
fall. There is really not a 
need to apply fertilizer once 
temperatures consistently 
drop below 40 degrees Fahr-
enheit. It’s similar to giving 
someone a pill while they are 
sleeping—it won’t be as ef-
fective.

However, when spring 
comes, it will be time to fer-
tilize your lawn. Research-
ing different fertilizers that 
match your lawn’s needs is 
something you can go ahead 
and start doing. 

 
WATCH FOR WINTER WEEDS
Keep an eye out for winter 

grass weeds. Applying an 
herbicide during the winter 
isn’t always effective since 
your lawn is dormant, which 
is why it’s best to apply prod-
ucts preventively in the fall.

 Some research has shown 
that it’s safe to apply glypho-
sate, a non-selective herbi-
cide, on dormant Bermuda 
grass to kill off other weeds 
without damaging the Ber-
muda grass. The efficacy of 
this is not as high as it would 

be in warmer temperatures, 
but it can still be done when 
applied properly. 

  
WATCH OUT FOR WINTER 

LAWN INSECTS 
Most pests are going to be 

inactive at this time since 
it’s so cold outside. How-
ever, oftentimes insects and 
pests will burrow under ob-
jects in the lawn like lawn 
ornaments, toys that have 
been left out, weeds, rotted 
branches, etc.

 A good way to keep them 
from overwintering in your 
lawn and causing damage 
in the spring again is by re-
moving a lot of these objects 
from your lawn so that pests 
don’t have a place to take 
shelter from the cold.

 Either hand-pull or apply 
a post-emergent herbicide 
to keep any weeds that have 
survived cooler tempera-
tures and consider relocat-
ing any lawn objects to your 
garage or outdoor shed.

 You can also apply a 
broad-spectrum insect con-
trol product to treat any in-
sects or bugs you may spot 
in the meantime.

 Certain insects like grub 
worms, ants, fleas, ticks, 
chinch bugs and spiders are 
sometimes known to survive 

during the colder parts of 
the year if they have places 
to take shelter. 

  
CONTROL LAWN DISEASE IN 

WINTER
It’s difficult to detect most 

lawn diseases during the 
winter season—especially 
if you have a warm season 
lawn that goes off-color and 
dormant as temperatures 
drop.

Oftentimes, symptoms of 
disease don’t begin mak-
ing an appearance until the 
spring as the lawn greens 
up and disease patterns are 
easier to distinguish.

 It’s still a great idea to ap-
ply disease control products 
preventively during the fall 
to keep diseases from tak-

ing over during the winter 
season. You may still no-
tice some lawn diseases like 
snow mold.

 
AVOID EXCESSIVE TRAFFIC
Your grass is probably dor-

mant, meaning it’s not going 
to put a lot of energy into 
restoring itself after heavy 
traffic. Taking as much care 
of your lawn as you can by 
reducing traffic while it is 
“asleep” is one of the best 
preventative maintenance 
practices you can perform.

It keeps your grass from 
having to spend a bunch of 
energy restoring itself when 
it comes out of dormancy. 
Instead, let your grass focus 
its energy on flourishing as it 
comes out of dormancy.

Lawn care tips for maintaining a healthy lawn this winter

COURTESY PHOTO

Raking leaves during the fall and winter months
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From Staff Reports

On Saturday, Dec. 17, a 
benefit will be held for Wade 
Key and his family. Join the 
community in supporting 
the Key family in its fight 
against cancer. The benefit 
will be held at the Gatesville 
Civic Center.

There will be a barbeque 
lunch at 11 a.m., and the 
cost will be $10 per plate or 
donation. At noon, a corn-

The Evant Chamber of 
Commerce will host “Christ-
mas on the Square” on Sat-
urday, Dec. 17 from 2 p.m. 
until 6 p.m. The public is 
encouraged to attend and 
enjoy Christmas carols and 
a visit with Santa. Shop for 
holiday treats, crafts, fun-
nel cakes, cookies and much 

From Staff Reports

The Gatesville Fitness Cen-
ter will hold a Santa Sprint 
race on Saturday, Dec. 17. 
The Christmas-themed race 
will begin at 7 a.m. and will 
start and finish at the Gates-
ville City Pool.

The 5K and 10K will have 
prizes awarded to the top 
three male and female run-
ners in each age group. The 

The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce will be hold-
ing a day-long event called 
“Christmas with the Cham-
ber” on Saturday, Dec. 10. 

The day will begin with 
Chamber Market Days from 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. and will be lo-
cated at the chamber depot. 

The Christmas Parade will 
commence at 10 a.m. and 
will start behind H-E-B. This 
year’s theme is “’Tis the rea-
son for the season!” 

In order to be entered into 
the ugly sweater contest you 

The Central Texas Hospi-
tality House will host their 
Christmas Celebration on 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 from 6 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

The celebration will in-
clude various family ac-
tivities. There will be a 
special nutcracker exhibit, 
a bounce house, live music, 

Benefit for Wade Key Dec. 17

COURTESY PHOTO

Wade Key (pictured right) with his wife and two children.

hole tournament will begin 
and will cost $50 per team. 
Contact Payton George for 
more information about the 
tournament.

A raffle, door prizes, and 
an auction will also take 
place at the event. The items 
will include gift baskets, a 
$200 Leon River Gift Certifi-
cate, a Glock 43X 9mm, an 
AR-15 223/ 5.56, Tokarev 
12-gauge shotgun, a deep 
freeze, a fire pit and grill, a 
Management Buck Hunt and 

a Black Buck/Axis Doe Hunt.
Sponsors of the benefit 

will be Mid-Tex Plumbing, TJ 
Electric, Stone Creek Ranch, 
S&S Fencing, Guns Unlim-
ited, Sugar & Spice Catering, 
J&M’s Hill Country BBQ and 
Diamond C Ranch.

Payton George can be 
contacted at 254-223-0207. 
The Gatesville Civic Center 
is located at 301 Veterans 
Memorial Loop in Gatesville.

Central Texas Hospitality House to 
host a Christmas Celebration

door prizes, refreshments, 
a tour of the Central Texas 
Hospitality House, and a 
live Christmas story with a 
free giveaway for the kids. 

The Christmas Celebra-
tion is given as an appre-
ciation celebration with 
the Gatesville community, 
families, and surrounding 

areas for their support of 
the Central Texas Hospital-
ity House. 

The Central Texas Hos-
pitality House is located at 
708 Highway 36 in Gates-
ville. For more information, 
contact 254-404-2260 or 
email cthospitalityhouse@
gmail.com.  

‘Christmas on the Square’ hosted 
by Evant Chamber set for Dec. 17

more.
 Payment methods will 

include cash, Venmo, and 
PayPal.

 Vendors are wanted as 
well with no vendor fee re-
quired. Food trucks, TABC 
licensed beer and wine, 
home décor, Christmas dé-
cor, sweets, scents and nov-

elty items. 
If interested in attending, 

visit www.evantchamber.
org or email EvantChamber-
info@gmail.com for the map 
and vendor apps. The Evant 
Christmas on the Square 
will be located on Hwy. 281 
in Evant. 

‘Santa Sprint’ set for Dec. 17
Kids K will complete two 
laps around the top half of 
Raby Park (0.76 miles). The 
Kids K will include the ages 
of 12 and under. Christmas-
themed medals will be given 
to each participant.

Tickets for the 10K and 5K 
will cost $25, and the prices 
will increase after Wednes-
day, Dec. 14, at 11:59 p.m. 
The Kids K will cost $15 per 
ticket, and registration will 
close on Dec. 14 at 11:59 

p.m. It will reopen for the 
Kids K on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
at 12 a.m.

Tickets can be bought by 
visiting runsignup.com/
gatesvillesantasprint. The 
Gatesville City Pool is locat-
ed at 300 South 8th Street in 
Gatesville. For more infor-
mation on the Santa Sprint, 
contact the Gatesville Fit-
ness Center at 254-865-
4012. 

Christmas with the Chamber to be 
held Dec. 10 at the Visitors Depot

must have your photo taken 
anytime from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
at the chamber. 

When the parade is fin-
ished, there will be a chance 
for the little ones to get 
their photo with Santa. Fam-
ilies are welcome to stop by 
the chamber for individual 
or family photos. There will 
be activities for the kids, as 
well as hot chocolate, hot 
apple cider and coffee will 
be served for one dollar 
each. 

Christmas with the Cham-

ber will end with a Christ-
mas Family Night Sweater 
Party. The party will be at 
the chamber from 6 - 9 p.m. 
The Elf movie will be show-
ing, and everyone is encour-
aged to wear a Christmas 
sweater. 

The Gatesville Chamber 
of Commerce is located 
at 2307 S. Highway 36 in 
Gatesville. For further infor-
mation contact The Gates-
ville Chamber of Commerce 
at 254-865-2617. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: David Cho-
ate is the great-great uncle 
of Robyn Davis. Robyn is a 
member and President of the 
Erastus “Deaf” Smith Chap-
ter of The Sons of the Repub-
lic of Texas (SRT) in Pasade-
na. Robyn serves the SRT as 
the San Jacinto, District Rep-
resentative and as a commit-
tee-man on the Texian Navy 
Day and Logo committees.

 

I 
was born in 1811 in 
Louisiana in a town 
called Zwolle. My fa-
ther’s name was David 

Choate Sr, and my mother 
was Sarah Clark. My father 
moved the family to Texas, 
receiving a Mexican land 
grant of 4,428 acres in 1831. 
We settled in what is now 
Hardin County. I had five 
brothers and sisters. Our 
family was farming ranch-
ers and we were good at 
caring for our land and live-
stock.  

In 1836, I had heard that 
General Santa Anna was 
marching across Texas to 
take away some of our free-
doms. I joined up with a 
group of men in Beaumont. 
We began marching west to 
help relieve the men who 
were besieged in the Alamo. 
Upon arriving in Liberty, I 
met with my brother-in-law, 
Stephen Jackson, who had 
married my sister, Susan.

Stephen told me a rider 
came along with a letter 
from Colonel William B. Tra-
vis asking all men to come 
to the Alamo to help the 
men there. The group I was 
with combined with the vol-
unteers in Liberty. We were 
now under the command of 
Captain William Logan. We 
started to march west to 
Bexar to relieve the men at 
the Alamo. Upon arriving in 
San Felipe, we were met by 
General Sam Houston and 
his army. We were told that 
the Alamo had fallen and 
that we were to head back 
east.  Stephen and I helped 
the families leave from San 

Felipe, which began what 
would be called the “Run-
away Scrape.”  

Upon arriving in Harris-
burg, Stephen left to return 
to Sour Lake to get my sis-
ter and their children out 
of harm’s way. General Sam 
Houston continued to take 
us east. Many of the men 
were very unhappy that 
we just didn’t turn around 
and face Santa Anna and 
his army for what they had 
done to our brothers at the 
Alamo and Goliad. 

We arrived at Buffalo Bay-
ou on April 19, 1836 and 
found it flooding. General 
Houston confiscated the 
flooring in the home of Isaac 
Batterson to build rafts, 
which were used to ferry us 
across Buffalo Bayou. About 
283 Texians had to stay be-

hind at 
the Bat-
t e r s o n 
place be-
cause of 
i l lness . 
N o n e 
of them 
w a n t e d 
to miss 
the bat-
tle that 
we all 
k n e w 
w o u l d 
happen 
s o o n , 
but they 
were too 
sick to 
fight.

A f t e r 
crossing 
the bay-
ou, Gen-
eral Sam 
Houston 
s e t t l e d 
us in a 
meadow 

just up from the marshes 
between Buffalo Bayou and 
the San Jacinto River. My 
company was then placed 
under the command of Gen-
eral Sidney Sherman. We 
were told that Santa Anna 
and his army were nearby, 
so we were on alert and 
ready to fight. Our orders 
were to attack on the left 
flank.  

In the afternoon of April 
21, we were given the order 
to charge. We began march-
ing toward Santa Anna and 
his army. Cannons started 
fairing and we just ran at 
them shouting “Remember 
the Alamo!” and “Remem-
ber Goliad!” The battle only 
lasted a little while — and 
we found out later only 18 
minutes. We felt good about 
whipping the Mexican army 
and avenging our family and 
friends who died at the Ala-
mo and Goliad. 

Eleven Texians died in the 
battle and 30 others were 
wounded including Gen-
eral Houston. The next day 
Santa Anna was captured, 
and he surrendered to Gen-
eral Houston. We had won 
our independence and lib-
erty from Mexico. Texas was 
free!  

After my service in the 
Texian army, I received land 
for helping gain Texas its in-
dependence. I began to farm 
the land and was somewhat 
of a land speculator. In 1850, 
I founded the town of Con-
cord in Hardin County. We 
were along the stagecoach 
route from Beaumont, so 
we had a lot of visitors and 
trade. I also donated a plot 
of land in Hardin County 
that would become a ceme-
tery known as Leatherwood. 
This is where I was buried 
upon my death in 1879. 

LEGACY COMES TO LIFE

David Choate Jr.: Farmer, soldier, 
land speculator

COURTESY PHOTO

Muster Roll of Captain William Logan dated 6 March 
36, bearing the name of David Choate

COURTESY PHOTO

 Historical marker of David Choate Jr.
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Welcome to Holiday 
Towers, an apartment 
building in the big city. 
Take a look at how the 
celebrations of these 
neighbors are alike 
and different.

People from different cultures have a wide variety of winter 
celebrations, many more than can fit on this page. How does 

your family celebrate in December? Draw it here.

List three ways these 
celebrations are alike.

1.

2.

3.

Find the letters that spell each 
of the following words on one 

page of the newspaper. Use 
different color crayons to 
connect the letters in order 

to spell each word.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell 
grade-level appropriate words correctly.

The Anderson family celebrates the birth of Jesus on Christmas. 
They give each other gifts, sing songs and decorate their home 
with a Christmas tree and colorful lights.

The Wald family celebrates Hannukah, a Jewish festival of light. 
They light a candle on a menorah each night for eight nights. 
They exchange small gifts each evening, sing songs and eat 
delicious foods. They display their menorah in their window.

Menorahs come in many different designs. Find the two 
identical menorahs. 

The Miller family 
celebrates Kwanzaa, a 
week-long celebration 
honoring African culture.

They light red, green 
and black candles in a 
kinara and have a feast 
at the end of Kwanzaa. 
They also give each 
other small gifts.

Mrs. Miller wears 
a kaftan during 

Kwanzaa. Hold this 
page up to a mirror 

to find out what 
this is. 

Follow 
the maze to 

put the ornament back.

Standards Link: Social Studies: Students know how traditions and celebrations 
of other cultures compare.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 2

Every yeer for over a 

century, Christmas 

Bird Counts (CBCs) have been 

run acrost America during the 

holiday season. Counting the 

birds every year at the same time 

and in the same location gives 

scientists important information 

about burds and the environment.

 In 2007, Tom Rusert of 

Sonoma, CA had the idea to 

include kidz in this important 

“citizen science” effort.

He launched the first Audubon 

CBC for Kids. It was so 

successful that now organizations 

  around the country 

      are started their 

                    own CBCs for 

              Kids programs, 

following Rusert’s model.

This is a wonderfully simple, 

healthy, hollyday celebration for 

almost any school, youth group 

or community organization.

Standards Link: Civics: Students understand 
the importance for individuals and society of 
commonly-held responsibilities such as being 
attentive to public issues.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the articles below and 
correct the seven spelling and 
grammar errors you find. The 
first one is done for you.

Counting Brids

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word GIFTS in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

The Greatest Gift
What is the greatest gift you could 

give that doesn’t cost money?

Standards Link: Visual Arts: Use a variety of media to convey 
meaning.

Look through the newspaper for words or 
pictures related to the holidays. Cut and paste 
these onto a sheet of construction paper to 
make a collage poster. 

Holiday Images

Standards Link: Investigation: Find identical patterns.

Can you find 
these four 
squares in this 
order on the 
larger grid?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

NEIGHBORS
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The First Methodist 
Church of Gatesville recently 
held a gingerbread house 
decorating event for chil-
dren of all ages. Church vol-

unteers built well over one 
hundred gingerbread houses 
and provided the candy and 
decorating supplies. Those 
participating produced some 

interesting designs with the 
help of family members and 
friends.

Gingerbread house decorating 
at First Methodist Church

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Jennifer Boyd assists her eight-year-old son, Hez Boyd, as he decorates his gingerbread house.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Anna Kate Stanley is shown with her son, Dean Stanley, as they decorate their house together.

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

 DeDe Grubb is shown helping her two grandsons, Noah Hopson (left) and Benjamin Hopson in decorat-
ing their houses. 

DAVID SCOTT | THE GATESVILLE MESSENGER

Michelle Martin is shown building one of the gingerbread houses which will soon be decorated.
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Backhoe, Dozer, Maintainer, 
Dump Truck: brush clearing, 
roads, driveways, waterlines, 
pits, demolition, fence row 
clearing, culverts. Small jobs 
ok. Ben Roberts, 254-248-
4707 or 254-865-5754. 00029755

037

Help Wanted
 

Central Counties Services 
(CCS) is seeking qualified 
applicants for a full-time 
Case Worker position at our 
Gatesville, TX facility. Work 
involves developing and 
maintaining contact with indi-
viduals, families, and service 
providers for medical, social, 
educational, and other related 
client service needs. The as-
signed shift is normally Mon-
day-Friday 8AM-5PM, but 
may vary at times. Bachelor’s 
Degree is required. CCS of-
fers a generous benefits pack-
age that includes paid health, 
life and long-term disability 
insurance, paid PTO, Center 
retirement contribution, and 
paid holidays. Optional 457 
and Roth retirement plans 
available. A detailed position 
description is available on the 
Center’s website. Applicants 
can apply online at www.cen-
tralcountiesservices.org. EOE

HELP WANTED! SALES-
MAN Auto or RV experience 
preferred. Must pass Drug 
Test&Background Check. 
Salary & Commission. Gates-
ville RV Service & Sales 254-
865-7117. 00029778

 

HELP WANTED! SERVICE 
WRITER/MANAGER! Auto 
or RV experience preferred. 
Must pass Drug Test & Back-
ground Check. Salary based 
on experience. Gatesville RV 
Service & Sales 254-865-
7117.
00029779

045

Services

Central Texas Landscaping & 
Services, LLC

Mowing, Landscaping, Brush 
Clearing, Trash Clean Up, 
Pipe Fence Painting (Ospho), 
Road Installation. John Capel-
la, 254-216-3684. Licensed & 
Insured.
 

ASHLEY’S LANDSCAP-
ING & SERVICES:

Holiday Decorating, Christ-
mas Light Installation, 

Tree Trimming, Leaf/Yard 
Cleanup, Mowing, Land-
scaping, Handyman Ser-

vices. 254-239-8842
John 3:16

Like us on Facebook

TREE WORKS Tree Ser-
vice: tree trimming, removal 
& stump grinding. Free esti-
mates. Call Lloyd,  (254)223-
3287.

 

 

 

 

055

Lost & Found
 

Whoever found my beige 
purse with my drivers license 
in it, please drop it in my mail-
box on the porch. 
00029766

060

Garage Sale
 

All footwear 1/2 price 12/06-
12/10! The Boys & Girls Club 
Resale Shop, 1706 E. Main. 
Tuesday-Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m. 
& Saturday, 9a.m.-3p.m. 
00029688

 

Big Final Liquidation Estate 
Sale by Vintage Sisters
Estate Sales in Oglesby Dec. 
3&4. Saturday 60% OFF from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Sunday 75% 
OFF from 1p.m.-4p.m.!! 5 
buildings full!! 14056 US-84, 
Oglesby, Tx. 
00029769

074

Houses for Rent

Rock Cottage with a beautiful 
view for rent.
Includes a fireplace, deck, car 
port, storage, and all electric.
10 miles from Gatesville.
Call 254-865-5801/
254-709-1328.
00029770

078

Apartments
 

1208 Westview #B & 
1210 Westview #A & B, 
Gatesville
Move in now with just a suit-
case!
Per diem rate offered!
Furnished, linens, dish-ware, 
all utilities, internet, &
landscaping included.
Easy online application.
Contact us at
254-518-3590 or visit our 
website at
www.executivepropmgmt.biz 
00029765

 

$14.50
25 words or less, 1 issue
2nd consecutive issue is free without changes

Additional Words.....................70¢ each
Bold or Centered Type............Add $1.00
Border.......................................Add $1.00
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*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

BENEFITS OFFERED:

Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation • Sick time accrual • Matching 457B investments

Tuition Reimbursement • Health, Dental, Life and Supplemental Insurances. EOE.

NOW

HIRING

110 Chicktown Rd.
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.org
humanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

• RN Unit Manager – FT

• RN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

• LVN FT & PRN – All Shifts for 
Charge Nurse and Nursing

*$10,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CNA/NA – FT, All Shifts 
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

• CMA/CNA: FT, All Shifts
*$4,000 FT SIGN ON BONUS

Nurse Aide for Texas

HONEY’S ROOFING 
LLC

Residential and Commer-
cial, Complete Re-Roofs 

and Repairs, Fully Insured
Insurance Assistance

254-662-9900 or
Toll Free 1-855-662-9900 

00029022

Jason Paul Constuction: 
Painting, Decks, Roofs, 
Texture, Flooring, Win-
dows, Sheetrock, Porches, 
Add Ons, Metal Buildings, 
Trash Haul Off and Dump 
Trailer Rental. 254-383-
3305 or 254-404-3367. 
00029750

FERGUSON ROOFING
Locally owned company 
serving all Central Texas 

area. Commercial and 
Residential, Free Estimates

254-466-5128
00029751

Dry Creek Trash Service
Weekly Pickup and Roll-

off container rentals
Ofc. (254) 463-4988
Cell (254) 206-1512

drycreektrashservice.com

HUNT FENCING
Farm & Ranch Fence, 
Residential, Corrals, 

Automatic Solar Gates, 
Custom Entryways & 

Gates, Welding Projects
John Hunt, Owner, 

(254)248-2613
00029754

R&M FENCING & DOZ-
ING: barbed wire, custom 
pipe, entryways, corrals, 
barns, fence row clearing, 
metal buildings, residential 
& game fencing, solar gate 
openers, dozer work. Free 
estimates.
Larry Riddle, 254-248-
2205;  Joyce McAdams, 
254-248-4318. 
00029756

CENTRAL TEXAS 
REMODELING AND 

HANDYMAN
Tile, sheetrock, painting, 
decks, fences, flooring, 
windows, siding, roofing, 
texturing.
Cecil Woodson, 254-216-
3835.

YOSEF 
TREE SERVICE: 

Tree trimming, lot clear-
ing, stump and brush 

removal. 254-563-3535
www.yoseftreeservice.

com
00029758

015

Farm & Ranch

037

Help Wanted

037

Help Wanted

NOW

HIRING

1507 W. Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

off: (254) 248-6386

fax: (254) 248-6288
Job summaries at

www.CoryellHealth.orghumanresources@coryellhealth.org

APPLY IN PERSON OR DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FROM WEBSITE:

BENEFITS OFFERED:
• Competitive compensation • Paid Vacation & Sick Leave

Matching 457B investments • Tuition Reimbursement 
Health, Dental, Life and supplemental Insurances.

Assisted/Independent Living:
• CNA – FT, Night shift

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA-PRN all Shifts
• CMA - PRN

Home Health:
• RN Case Manager – FT 
• PCA PRN – for Gatesville and 

Surrounding Counties

Infection Prevention:
•
Infection Control & Epidemiology

Medical Clinic:
• Scribe – FT

– FT

Medical Clinic – Quick Care:
• Registration Clerk – FT Thur. & Fri. 

8am-8pm & Sat. 8am-6pm  

Wound Care Clinic: 
• RN or LVN – FT 

Culinary: 
• Cook  – FT (Food Handlers   

• Cook Assistant – FT

EMS:
• Paramedic – FT

*$8,000 BONUS

Emergency Department:
• RN – FT Nights 

*$10,000 BONUS
• RN – PRN all shifts
• ED Scribe – PRN

Health Information Management:

LAB:
• MLT PRN – Nights & some weekends

Material Management:  
• Housekeeping Supervisor – FT 
• Housekeeper – FT & PRN 
• Central Supply Clerk – FT

Med Surg:
• RN House Supervisor – FT Nights

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS
• CNA – FT All Shifts

*$4,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
• RN or LVN – PRN All shifts

Patient Experience:

Coordinator – FT Days

Radiology:
 – PRN; TDH MRT 

*$10,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Surgery:
• PACU RN – FT 

*$10,000 BONUS

EOE.

*SIGN ON BONUSES W/1-YEAR COMMITMENT
OTHER STIPULATIONS MAY APPLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

045

Services

045

Services

, Inc.

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation

Refrigeration

Servicing All Brands
Gatesville & Surrounding Areas

Darrel Schuman – Owner

254-499-0054

TACLA27524C www.schumansair.com

TexSCAN Week of

Dec. 4-10, 2022

ACREAGE

AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the 

best in Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, 

Schleicher, Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging 

exotics. South Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak 

counties - whitetail, hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val 

Verde – whitetail, javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate 

financing, 5% down.   www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 

800-876-9720.

ADOPTION

California family has sunlit nursery awaiting new-

born. Secure future, devoted grandparents, best educa-

tion. Generous living/relocation expenses. Lindsey and 

John 805-660-4291 or attorney 310-663-3467.

AUCTION

45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 

12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock 

Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females, 

cattlemansale.com.

Construction Equipment Auction – Thurs., Dec. 

15. 680+ items sell no reserve. Inventory includes: 

excavators, dozers, skid steers, dump trucks, track 

loaders, elevating scraper, cable plow, service trucks, 

haul trucks, mud recycler and more. All items are 

sold “AS IS.” 10% buyers premium applies. Aaron 

McKee, TX Lic. #16401. 866-608-9283. Bid now at 

purplewave.com.

EMPLOYMENT

Like working with kids? HANK Inc seeks foster 

parents for Community Foster Homes caring for 6 kids. 

Home and vehicle provided in beautiful community of 

Medina County, Texas, 512-791-9410.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE 

Quote. Call now before the next power outage: 

1-855-704-8579.

VACATIONS/TOURS

Costa Rica $995 – 9 Day Tour, with all meals, all 

hotels, all activities. Choose a guided tour in Costa Rica, 

Panama, Guatemala, Mexico. Caravan, fully guided 

tours since 1952. Caravan.com, 1-800-CARAVAN.

Bob’s Baseball Tours – DC Cherry Blossom Tour: 

Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023, home games at Washington 

Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston Red Sox. East Coast 

Tour: Aug. 18-27, 2023, home games at Yankees, Red 

Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, Mets & Little League 

World Series. Tours include sightseeing, motor coach 

transportation and hotels/game tickets. Call or Text 

507-217-1326.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 

by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 

with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 

Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 

www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 

–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 

Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 

or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 

can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 

Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

070

Land & Lots

070

Land & Lots

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to 

the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise “any 

preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, 

religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or 

an intention, to make any such preference, limitation or dis-

crimination.” Familial status includes children under the age 

of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women 

and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising 

for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 

hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 

are available on an equal opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free 

telephone number for the hearing impaired is 

1-800-927-9275.

Advertise with us

254•865•5212

Get your message 

HEARD!

083

Commercial for Lease

083

Commercial for Lease

Office Space for Lease
2 units, 1 restroom, storage space, and covered parking. Call 
(254) 223-0722, after 4 p.m. to schedule a visit. 00029760
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory

Bailey Shea Dickie
254-865-5212 / advertising@gatesvillemessenger.com

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES

3 Months: $26/week

Building Supplies
WHITTW

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass  mobile: 254-223-1723

Gatesville, Texas 76528 Office: 254-865-2190

Brandon Latham
Owner / President

Rhudy Insurance Agency

Rebecca Rhudy-Hunter
Insurance Agent

2601 S. Bus. Hwy 36

Gatesville, Texas 76528

254-865-1398 

254-865-7718

rebecca@rhudyinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Life • Liability • Mobile Home

Let us help you with your insurance needs.

JIM GOSSETT
RAY GOSSETT 254-865-5791       

GOSSETT

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
P.O. Box 291 • 1900 Main St.

Gatesville, TX 76528

Ja
y

d
ie

 D
ix

o
n

Owner

DDIXONIXON        
ROOFINGROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance Claims Specialist
254.248.4053   P.O. Box 67, Gatesville, TX

Residential
&

Commercial

midtexplumbing@gmail.com

Tyler Powell
254-223-3551

Zach Hodges
254-383-6267

120 Reno Rd.

Gatesville, TX 76528

plumbing

M
ID-TEX

plumbing
Residential & Commercial

M
ID-TEX

Master Lic. No. M-42617

R & M Fencing & DozingR & M Fencing & Dozing

LARRY RIDDLELARRY RIDDLE

254254--248248--22052205

JOYCE MCADAMSJOYCE MCADAMS

254254--248248--43184318

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Fence Row Clearing 
Barbed Wire

Custom Pipe Fencing
Entryways & Corrals

Barns & Metal Buildings
Residential Fencing 

Game Fencing
Dozer Work Available

Building Supplies
WHITTW

Billy Latham
Sales

Office (254) 865-2190 
Cell: (254) 223-2272
billy@wbsupplies.com

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 

Gatesville, Texas 76528
FREE INSPECTIONS – 254-223-1971

Brian Riddle
Project Manager

brianriddlerunningmroofing@gmail.com

Commercial • Residential • Claims Specialists

254-248-4171

GRIBS CONSTRUCTION
State Certified Installer of Septic Systems

2000 VIOLET LANE
GATESVILLE, TX 76528

BACKHOE & DIRT WORK
GRAVEL •  ASPHALT 
ROADS • DRIVES
Owner--Gary Gribble

Locally Owned Company

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates.....254-466-5128

FERGUSON
ROOFING

Serving Central Texas

TACLB69146E

Text your service request 

in to 254-216-3372

12 months 0% interest 

W.A.C.

After hours

service available

We do warranty & service all brands

Ryan Warren

254-865-9188
P.O. Box 1061 

Gatesville, TX

• New Construction

• Changeouts

• Service

• Repair

O & J SUPERIOR

PLUMBING

CAMERA LOCATOR

RPZ Backflow

Jeff Tesar

Office: (254) 404-2242

RMP M41774

Advertise.
Inspire. Sell.

Contact Bailey to reserve this 

space, 254-865-5212.

Building Supplies
WHITTW

ADAM DEIKE

SALES

1411 N. Hwy. 36 Bypass 
Gatesville, Texas 76528

254.865.2190 Office 
254.772.8147 Mobile

254.865.9137 Fax
adam.deike@wbsupplies.com

GJHS 7th A 
tops Cadets

7th Grade A Team

1    2    3    4    FINAL
Gatesville 13  7    5    7    

— 32
Connally 7    3    7    

12   — 29

GJHS leading scorers: 
Grady Keeton 28, Draven 
Henderson 2, Eli Phillips 2.

On Fishing

Hornets fall 
in Glen Rose

The Gatesville varsity girls 
basketball team fell to 4-5 
after three losses in the Glen 
Rose Tournament.

Following a 72-11 defeat 
at the hands of No. 1 ranked 
Glen Rose, GHS lost to Ama-
rillo Caprock, 55-42, and to El 
Paso Eastlake, 46-33.

The junior varsity Hornet 
girls fell to Alvarado, 32-27, 
on Dec. 3.

The Hornets were sched-
uled to play the McGregor 
Lady Bulldogs in a home con-
test on Dec. 6, and will com-
plete in Jarrell Dec. 8-10.

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

Special to The Messenger

The colder lake water continues to bring on the 
action for crappie and striped bass. For you power 
plant (Comanche Creek) bass anglers, the water 
may be warmer but the air is still cold especially 
when running down the lake.

Many seasoned anglers are prepared, but even 
the seasoned anglers or hunters need to keep their 
guard up.

One mistake and a tragedy can occur on the wa-
ter. An accident with all the added clothing/gear/
boots may make it more difficult, especially in the 
water. 

Some people are prepared and some are not. 
Some days it doesn’t appear to be that cold from 
the bank, but when you start down the lake it will 
be cold. It is always good to dress in layers and 
bring more than what you need. I know you all 
have heard that before, but it is a good philosophy. 

It is true that once the fish start biting you will 
forget about the cold. However, it is real important 
to stay warm. Being exposed to the elements in an 
open boat can be tough and dangerous.

Hunters have the same problem sitting in those 
open stands. Somehow though, the water always 
seems to be colder. 

I recommend a set of insulated coveralls, a jack-
et to break the wind, some good insulated boots, 
something to cover the head, and some good 
gloves. If rain is in the forecast, make sure your 
coveralls are rainproof, or bring a rain suit. You do 

not want to be wet and cold. That can be danger-
ous. 

Wool socks help tremendously, with a good set 
of boots. The first body parts to get cold for most 
folks are the feet and the hands. If you keep them 
warm, you will have a great time on the water.

It is a little tough to remove fish, tie knots, and 
do miscellaneous chores with gloves on. Some of 
these tasks can be mastered with gloves on, but 
other tasks may require removing the gloves and 
putting them back on as soon as possible. Keep a 
towel handy to dry your hands before you put the 
gloves back on.

The inexpensive chemical hand warmers can be 
placed in your shoes/boots and gloves to keep you 
warmer. Many folks use these religiously. I have 
found that it is better for me to get accustomed to 
the conditions and there is less impact to me ver-
sus going from hot to cold repeatedly. If you have 
a good set of gloves and boots you can keep warm 
without the warmers. There are even battery pow-
ered clothing available to keep you warm if your 
budget can afford them.

The coldest weather has yet to come. When it 
does, there are other precautions you should take. 
The real cold weather may have other obstacles. 
Slippery icy/slick surfaces on the boat, dock and 
launch can be dangerous. A fall off a boat can be 
deadly in cold water as I alluded to earlier. Slips 
and falls can take you to the emergency room. 
Walk carefully, and think about every step when 

the conditions call for it.
Some mornings there may be fog present and 

you need to be careful heading out on the water. It 
may be prudent to stay close in, until the fog lifts. 
If you are to venture out in the fog, you can navi-
gate with your GPS, but go slow and listen careful-
ly for other boaters.

Cold, windy days on the water may be the most 
dangerous especially if you are fishing on an el-
evated deck or platform that’s wet or slippery. Be 
careful and be methodical on every move. Better to 
stay in the gunnels.

Yes, you can be prepared and safe in the winter 
and have some of the best days chasing big striped 
bass. This cold weather brings on some of the best 
crappie, striper and sand bass fishing of the year if 
you are willing to get out.

Lake Belton fishing report fropm Texas Parks & 
Wildlife: GOOD. Water lightly stained; 60 degrees; 
12.93 feet low. The 15 day water temperature 
decline was halted at the top of the week after a 
few days wherein the air temperature was warmer 
than the water temperature. This stable warming 
trend allowed the white bass fishing to bounce 
back a bit, putting half-day trip fish counts back 
around the 100 fish mark. The wet, cold condi-
tions that arrived in late November brought down 
a great number of gulls which are now helping 
pave the way to finding fish for at least an hour or 
so each morning.

Get ready to bundle up with colder weather arriving
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Hornets win Salado tourney
BY CHRIS ALLMAN
Sports Correspondent

As the saying goes, “you can’t win ’em all” 
— just don’t tell the Gatesville Hornets boys 
basketball team that. 

The Hornets won their seventh straight 
game on Saturday by virtue of a 74-59 drub-
bing of Pflugerville in the championship 
game of the Coach Smith Memorial Tourna-
ment in Salado. They were 5-0 in the tour-
nament, improving 9-1 on the season. They 
have not lost since a 59-55 setback against 
Lorena on Nov. 15. 

In Salado, they took care of Liberal Arts 
and Science Academy of Austin 58-39, Deca-
tur 54-37, Lampasas 65-53, and Bastrop 82-
48 before disposing of the class 5A Panthers 
in the championship game. 

While the title game win over the Panthers 
secured a gold trophy for the case at Sydney 
Pruitt Gymnasium, it was the victory over De-
catur that made the loudest statement. The 
Eagles came into the game ranked No. 17 in 
the state in Class 4A after a regional quarter-
final run in 2022. 

After a disastrous first half, the Hornets 
turned a 24-14 halftime deficit into a 54-37 
triumph using a dominant third quarter to 
secure what might be the signature win of 
the Brit Campbell coaching era. They out-
scored the Eagles 18-0 in the third quarter, 
keyed by a quick offensive start, and main-
tained by an oppressive half-court defense.

Campbell said he offered no fiery halftime 
speech or pep talk against Decatur. He sim-
ply reminded his team to do what they do 
best.

“Really, we just talked about things we 
needed to do better on both ends of the 
floor. And I told the guys we were fine if we 
just fixed some things that we talked about 
and to make sure and come out and play sol-
id, and to let our defense drive our offense,” 
Campbell said. “Nothing crazy. They just 
stepped up and played great.”

Great might be an understatement when 
describing how the Hornets played in the 
third quarter.

West Allman scored the first six points 
of the quarter by virtue of a three-pointer, 
breakaway layup, and free throw to make it 
24-20 with 4:33 to go in the quarter.

Banner Allman then scored four quick 
points of his own to tie the game. First, he 
snatched away an offensive rebound and put 
it back to cut the deficit to 24-22, then hit a 
floater from 10 feet to tie the game at 24 with 
3:20 to go. That’s when Williams got involved 
in the festivities.

The senior buried a corner three-pointer to 
give Gatesville a 27-24 lead, then scored on 
a slicing layup to make it 29-24 before Ban-
ner Allman knocked down three more free 
throws to give Gatesville a 32-24 advantage 
at the end of the third.

In the fourth, Shea slammed the door shut. 
He scored nine points in the period and 
punctuated the win with three dunks in the 
quarter.

The championship game win was keyed by 
a 23-point effort from Shea, who was named 
as the tournament’s Most Valuable Player. He 
was aided by a 20-point, six-rebound game 
from Banner Allman, and an 11-point, five 
assist output from Williams. That trio com-
bined to average 46 points and 21 rebounds 
per game in the tournament and Shea put 

another dozen clips on his highlight reel over 
the five tournament games. 

He also wasn’t at a loss for words when 
asked to describe what it’s like to play with 
his fellow senior teammates.

“Banner and Carter are some of the best 
teammates anyone could ask for,” said Shea. 
“Carter is a ‘sneaky scorer’ and very smart.”

Allman said that the Hornets’ current 
chemistry and rhythm benefits each player 
in their own specific way. 

“It just gives you more room to do what 
you are best at and be able to play with more 
freedom when you have full confidence that 
your teammates make plays happen,” he 
said. 

“Banner is just a dog,” added Shea. “He’s 
an athlete and loves to compete and the team 
feeds off his energy a lot. He’s a big reason 
we can run the score up on a lot of these 
teams.”

Running up big leads has become com-
monplace for the Hornets as they have held a 
lead of at least 20 points in each of their nine 
wins. Their tournament championship win 
was not as close as the final score indicated 
as they led by 23 points with 1:21 to go be-
fore Pflugerville scored the final eight.

The Hornets led 40-24 at halftime and 
looked well on their way to another blow-
out, but Pflugerville battled back and cut the 
Gatesville lead to 48-42 midway through the 
third quarter. After a Shea miss, the Panthers 
had a chance to make it a one-possession 
game, but Rayshon Smith forced a jump ball 
that gave possession to the Hornets. 

That’s when Shea took over, playing a role 
in the final 11 points the Hornets scored in 
the quarter.

First, he took a feed from Trae Miller and 
scored to make it 50-42 then found Williams 
for a layup and a 52-42 lead. On the next 
play, his picked off a pass at halfcourt and 
finished with a dunk to make it 54-42. 

Two plays later, Miller hit Shea again for 
another layup and a foul. He hit the free 
throw to make it 57-42 and finished his own 
personal run with a putback that stretched 
the lead to 59-42. 

“I feel like we have great individual players 
but when we play as one, it’s pretty hard to 
stop us. We have great chemistry from just 
being around each other a lot,” Shea said. 

Allman pointed to three factors that allows 
for dominant stretches in games and such a 
dominant run over the last seven games. 

“I’d have to say it’s our confidence and 
trust in each other and our love and joy for 
the game,” he said. “Lastly, it’s our ability to 
control the speed of the game.”

While aware his team is clicking right now, 
Campbell also maintains the perspective that 
there is a lot of season left and a lot of room 
for improvement. 

“We need to improve on the little things to 
be more consistent,” he said. “I feel like the 
big picture stuff is there but there are little 
things that need to be fine-tuned and things 
we need to keep working to improve on.”

Gatesville begins another round of 
tournament play on Thursday in Hamilton. 
The Hornets open with Clifton on Thursday 
at 4:30 p.m., then face Eastland at 8:30 p.m.

COURTESY PHOTO

TOURNEY CHAMPS: The 2022-23 Gatesville High School boys varsity basketball team pauses for a photo after winning the Coach Smith Memorial Tourna-
ment

COURTESY PHOTO

Senior Tyler Shea leaps high to control the ball for Gatesville in action against Academy. For his performance in the Salado tournament, Shea was named 
Most Valuable Player. He scored 23 points in the Hornets’ win over Pflugerville.

Banner Allman Tyler Shea Carter Williams


